
From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice on behalf of Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To: @aol.com
Subject: Fwd: National Governors Association"s COVID-19 Daily Update
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 4:06:52 PM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McBride, Bill" <BMcBride@nga.org>
Date: March 12, 2020 at 3:31:47 PM MDT
To: "McBride, Bill" <BMcBride@nga.org>
Subject: National Governors Association's COVID-19 Daily Update

Good afternoon Governors,
 
This is the first of a new National Governors Association daily email with recent
updates on the state and federal COVID-19 response. As we continue to monitor
this health crisis, we are also working with states on their efforts. Thanks to NGA
Chair and Maryland Governor Larry Hogan and NGA Vice Chair and New York
Governor Andrew Cuomo for the leadership over the past weeks, as they worked
both within this organization and their states to provide guidance during this
public health emergency. Governors and state officials are leading the
preparedness and response to COVID-19, and this email outlines some of those
efforts, as well as providing links to online resources with further information to
assist you.
 
My goal is to provide you with daily updates from the National Governors
Association to help you in dealing with the ongoing COVID-19 situation on the
following topics:

Actions being taken by governors,
Provide our website updates with resource materials,
NGA activities to assist you in your response to COVID-19, and
Actions being taken by the federal Administration and Congress.

 
Actions Being Taken By Governors
 
State Emergency/Public Health Emergency Declarations
At least 30 states and the District of Columbia have issued emergency
declarations: AK, AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DC, FL, IA, IL, IN, KY, LA, MA, MD, MI, NC, NJ,
NM, NY, OH, OR, PA, RI, TN, UT, VA, WA, WI and WV.



 
State Employee Restricted Travel/Restricted State Travel
At least 13 states have restricted state employee travel as a result of the
coronavirus: AK, AR, CT, FL, KY, LA, MD, NJ, NM, OH, PA, RI and VA.
 
Website Updates with Resource Materials
 
State/Territorial Actions
This section outlines the most recent actions taken by governors and state and
territorial leaders. Given the fast-moving nature of these events, if we are
missing an action that you have taken that you would like to share with fellow
governors, please send those along to be included in tomorrow’s daily update.
For a full list of state and territorial actions, please visit NGA’s Coronavirus
webpage.

Alabama
Governor Kay Ivey announced the formation of a Coronavirus
(COVID-19) Task Force comprised of cabinet and state agency
officials, as well as disease specialists in an abundance of caution.
Governor Ivey sent a memo to state agency heads directing state
employees to notify their department heads, supervisors, and human
resource offices if they have traveled in areas affected by
coronavirus.

Alaska
Governor Mike Dunleavy submitted a supplemental budget
amendment to fund 10 additional temporary positions within the
Department of Health and Social Services  for novel coronavirus
disease preparedness and response. 
Governor Dunleavy issued a declaration of public health disaster
emergency in response to the COVID-19 anticipated outbreak.

American Samoa
Governor Lolo Matalasi Moliga appointed a government taskforce to
provide a plan for preparation and response to the COVID-19
coronavirus.

Arizona
Governor Doug Ducey issued a Declaration of Emergency and an
Executive Order to provide health officials and administrators with
tools and guidance necessary to combat the continued spread of
COVID-19 and to reduce financial burdens on Arizonans by lowering
healthcare costs associated with the virus.

California
Governor Gavin Newsom announced that gatherings larger than 250



people should be cancelled or postponed.
Colorado

Governor Jared Polis has instructed the Colorado Division of
Insurance (DOI) to require insurance companies to take actions
related to COVID-19 in the area as of telehealth, prescription refills
and cost-sharing. 
Governor Polis signed an executive order declaring a state of
emergency and requesting certain actions: 

The Colorado Department of Labor and Employment (CDLE) is
directed to engage in emergency rulemaking to ensure workers
in food handling, hospitality, child care, health care, and
education can get paid sick leave. 
For workers who test positive and lack access to paid leave, the
governor is directing CDLE to identify additional supports and
wage replacement such as access to unemployment
insurance.   
The Colorado Department of Personnel and
Administration will engage in emergency rulemaking regarding
state employees.  
The Department of Revenue is directed to temporarily allow
Coloradans over the age of 65 to extend their driver's licenses
online to avoid having to congregate at DMVs. 
The Colorado Department of Public Health and the
Environment will be opening a drive-up lab at their facility in
Lowry to test anyone who has a note from their doctor stating
that they meet the criteria for testing.  
Governor Polis also encouraged the private sector to
voluntarily offer paid sick leave. 

Governor Polis issued guidance to all K-12 schools recommending
that if they have a student or faculty member who tests positive that
they close for 72 hours, allowing for schools to be disinfected and for
the epidemiologists to conduct an investigation and recommend next
steps for those schools. More details on the guidance are available
here. 
Governor Polis also instructed the Colorado Department of Public
Health and the Environment and the Colorado Department of Human
Services to engage in emergency rulemaking to limit visitation to
facilities that serve older Coloradans, to screen all employees and
visitors to these facilities, and to take necessary steps to protect
those in these facilities. 

Connecticut 



Governor Ned Lamont declared civil preparedness and public health
emergencies. The declarations trigger price gouging laws and make
clear that municipal leaders have emergency powers to mitigate
disasters and emergencies.
The Connecticut Insurance Department is notifying travel insurance
companies about the emergency declarations and will be monitoring
their compliance with the terms of their policies. 
Governor Lamont announced that his administration is working with
health insurance carriers in Connecticut to cover the costs for COVID-
19 testing and to assure access to maintenance prescription drug
medications (excluding controlled substances). 
The Department of Insurance has a bulletin which
encourages insurers to consider waiving cost sharing for COVID-19
testing and also highlights other related benefits.  
Connecticut Insurance Department Commissioner Andrew Mais
issued a notice to all travel insurers conducting business in
Connecticut. The notice instructs insurers to accommodate travel
cancellation requests under the terms of the policies taking into
account the seriousness of the circumstances and the civil
preparedness and public health emergencies issued by Governor
Lamont.
Governor Lamont made an emergency request from the Strategic
National Supply for a total of 540,000 additional N-95 protective
masks.

CNMI
Governor Ralph Deleon Guerrero Torres created a COVID-19 Task
Force, bringing together key departments, agencies, and
stakeholders, to focus on three major concerns: tourism, residents,
and schools.

Florida
Governor Ron DeSantis declared a state of emergency allowing
nurses and doctors from other states to work in Florida and
pharmacists to issue emergency 30-day prescriptions. The order also
allows officials to activate the Florida National Guard, purchase
medical supplies more swiftly, and establish field hospitals.

Georgia
Governor Brian Kemp, the public safety department and health
officials announced they have designated Hard Labor Creek State
Park as a location that could be used to isolate any patients with
COVID-19  

Guam



A bipartisan bill was introduced to create and fund an Emergency
Pandemic Fund for COVID-19 response efforts.  

Idaho
Governor Brad Little requested a transfer of $2 million from the state
legislature to the Governor’s Emergency Fund. 

Illinois
Governor JB Pritzker issued a public health disaster proclamation for
COVID-19. 
In a press conference, Governor Pritzker announced that his office
would file emergency rules to allow those who are unemployed
because they are sick to collect unemployment insurance if
permitted under federal law. 

Iowa
Governor Kim Reynolds announced that 18 of the 22 Iowans
quarantined on the Grand Princess cruise ship will be returning home
on a chartered flight to Iowa. The Department of Public Health will
screen the returning people before they begin their travel back to
Iowa and direct people to a screening center when they arrive. 

Kentucky
Governor Andy Beshear announced that Kentucky nursing homes will
be limiting patient visits. Patients receiving end-of-life-care are the
only group allowed to receive visitors to help prevent and limit the
spread of COVID-19. 
Governor Beshear instructed school districts to be prepared to close
schools on short notice, closed all state prisons to visitors, suspended
out-of-state travel for state employees, urged more businesses to
allow employees to tele-commute and to provide paid sick leave, and
asked places of worship to temporarily cancel services.

Louisiana
Governor John Bel Edwards declared a public health emergency to
allow state agencies to thoroughly prepare for any eventuality
related to public health needs and deploy additional resources to
assist local authorities. The declaration also addresses efforts to
prevent price gouging and limits state employee travel.

Maryland
Governor Larry Hogan issued a directive requiring state health
carriers to waive all cost-sharing for coronavirus testing.  
The governor, with support from the Department of Budget and
Management, is advising state agencies to cancel out-of-
state business travel, and to prepare for possible mandatory
telework. 



Governor Hogan signed emergency legislation allowing his state to
access rainy day funds, and formed a Coronavirus Response Team to
advise on health and emergency management decisions.
Governor Hogan enacted several new actions and recommendations:

The Department of Motor Vehicles moved toward an all
appointment system for all transactions, to reduce walk-in
visits and foot traffic. 
The Maryland Health Benefits Exchange established a special
enrollment period through Maryland Health Connection for
COVID-19. 
The Department of Corrections and Public Safety Services
discontinued visitation services for an individual in infirmaries. 
For long-term care communities, access is restricted to
essential visits only; staff are prohibited from international
travel; and it is recommended that facilities screen all
individuals entering the facilities. 
All state veterans' facilities are required to follow the above
guidelines.

Governor Hogan suspended all business-related out-of-state travel
for state employees. 
Governor Hogan announced major action including:

Maryland Emergency Management Agency moving to its
highest action level.
Activating the National Guard.
All state government is raised to “elevated level two” and all
non-essential state employees who are approved for telework
will be required to do so.
Closing all public schools from March 16 through March 27.

Massachusetts
Governor Charlie Baker declared a state of emergency on March 10.

Michigan
The state’s Medicaid program will waive copays and cost-sharing for
testing and treatment related to COVID-19.  
Governor Gretchen Whitmer declared a state of emergency on
March 10.

Minnesota
Governor Tim Walz signed legislation authorizing the state to use an
additional $21 million in state investments to support disease
investigation, monitoring of the outbreak, public health information,
and laboratory analysis of samples.
Proposed legislation would grant the governor the authority to



declare a peacetime emergency and allow employees to seek
unemployment insurance or paid sick leave should they be
quarantined due to COVID-19. 

Mississippi
Governor Tate Reeves appointed a preparedness and
response planning committee.

Nebraska
A press release from Governor Pete Ricketts announced the
University of Nebraska Medical Center has begun a clinical trial for a
vaccine to treat COVID-19.  

New Jersey
Governor Phil Murphy signed an executive order declaring a state of
emergency and public health emergency. The declaration allows for
certain safeguards, such as the prohibition of price increases
pursuant to New Jersey’s Consumer Fraud Act, as well as the ability
to expedite the delivery of goods and services essential for
preparedness and response efforts.

New Mexico
The Department of Insurance issued a bulletin stating that carriers
should educate enrollees and providers on CDC guidelines around
COVID, adopt new billing codes, encourage telehealth, and ensure
preparedness response is ready.
Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham signed an executive order declaring
a state of public health emergency. The governor also restricted state
employee travel. 

New York
Governor Andrew Cuomo deployed National Guard troops to a
Health Department command post in New Rochelle to assist with the
outbreak – an area with 108 confirmed cases at the time of
mobilization.
Governor Cuomo announced that New York will contract with 28
private labs to increase COVID-19 testing capacity. Additionally, he
announced that the state will provide two weeks paid leave for
workers who are quarantined as well as $200,000 to local food banks
in New Rochelle for families who rely on free school lunches. 
Governor Cuomo announced that gatherings larger than 500 people
should be cancelled or postponed.

North Carolina
Governor Roy Cooper declared a state of emergency. 

Ohio
Governor Mike DeWine signed an emergency order to allow state



departments and agencies to better coordinate response efforts for
COVID-19. 
Governor DeWine issued a recommendation on limiting large indoor
gatherings.
Governor DeWine announced that all schools will be closed for three
weeks beginning on Monday, March 16.

Oregon
Governor Kate Brown issued a policy to limit transmission of COVID-
19 in long-term care facilities by restricting and limiting entry to
these facilities, requiring screening of all individuals who are allowed
to enter facilities, documenting screening procedures for all visitors,
and limiting community activities.

Pennsylvania
Governor Tom Wolf announced that all major health insurance
carriers will cover COVID-19 diagnostic testing and treatment and
have committed to waive any cost-sharing for testing.  
The Department of Insurance issued a notice regarding preparedness
plans and information for educating enrollees on their benefits for
COVID treatment and testing. 
Governor Wolf issued guidance on restricting travel for state
employees as well as new directives to address large gatherings,
telework, and paid leave for impacted employees. 

Rhode Island
Governor Gina M. Raimondo declared a state of emergency in Rhode
Island to allow better response and coordination related
to the coronavirus.   
Governor Raimondo issued guidance for large events in Rhode Island
to help contain the spread of COVID-19 in accordance with the
Centers for Disease Control.

South Dakota
Governor Kristi Noem announced the first presumptive case of
coronavirus in South Dakota on March 10.  
The South Dakota State Department of Health issued guidance to
school administrators regarding prevention and mitigation in schools.

Texas
Governor Greg Abbott issued a statement regarding price-gouging of
medical supplies, pointing out that should there be extensive reports
of price gouging, the governor can grant the Texas Attorney General
broader powers to prosecute those cases.
Governor Abbott and the Texas Department of Insurance requested
insurers and HMOs to waive copayments, co-insurance, and



deductibles for “testing and telemedicine visits for the diagnosis of
coronavirus,” that is consistent with CDC guidance.

Utah
Utah established the COVID-19 Community Task Force. On March 10,
the task force recommended that hospital and health care systems
establish satellite sites for testing. 
Governor Gary Herbert issued a statement praising the Church of
Jesus of Latter-day Saints’ decision to host sessions of its General
Conference remotely and to limit mass gatherings in the immediate
future. 

Vermont
The Vermont Agency of Education issued guidance to
Vermont schools on materials, cleaning and disinfecting, travel
guidance, school closure and absences. 
Governor Phil Scott activated the State Emergency Operations Center
on 10 March to expand the state’s capacity to coordinate and
respond to COVID-19. 
The Vermont Department of Health issued guidance to healthcare
providers and workers regarding death certification and disposition
of remains for patients with COVID-19.  
Governor Scott ordered activation of the State Emergency
Operations Center to coordinate response efforts for COVID-19.

Virginia
Governor Ralph Northam issued a statement addressing plans to
enable state employee teleworking. He also encouraged private
businesses to explore telework and paid time-off options.
Governor Northam declared a state of emergency and limited
employee travel.

Washington
Governor Jay Inslee issued rules regarding visitors, screening, and
protective measures for nursing homes and assisted living facilities.  
The governor’s office published a resource list for business and
workers in the state who have been impacted by the virus. These
resources are aimed at supporting economic retention and recovery
efforts. 
The Washington State Department of Health developed a suite of
policy considerations and recommendations for school facilities,
correctional facilities, and broader community-based organizations. 
Governor Inslee issued an emergency proclamation prohibiting large
public events with more the 250 people in King, Snohomish, and
Pierce counties. 



 
Select Resources Available
The following are additional resources added to NGA’s website today. For a full
list of select resources, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.

Planning & Preparedness
CDC Guidance for Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for
Communities with Local COVID-19 Transmission
CDC Emergency Preparedness and Response
CDC Practical Steps to Keep Workplaces, School, Home and
Commercial Establishments Safe

Long Term Care
CMS Guidance for Infection Control and Prevention Concerning
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) by Hospice Agencies
AHCA-NCAL Steps to Prevent COVID-19 from Entering Your Facility

Housing
HUD Preventing and Managing the Spread of Infectious Disease for
People Experiencing Homelessness  
HUD Preventing and Managing the Spread of Infectious Disease
within Shelters
HUD Preventing and Managing the Spread of Infectious Disease
within Encampments

 
NGA Activities
 
NGA Statement
Yesterday, NGA released a statement calling on congressional leaders to take
swift action and expand liability protections to ensure a supply of respirators
needed to support the COVID-19 response. Legislations is need to make all
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)-approved
respirators eligible for protection under the Public Readiness & Emergency
Preparedness (PREP) Act.
 
Because of NGA’s bipartisan leadership, and the efforts of allied organizations, the
“Families First Coronavirus Response Act” (H.R. 6210) bill includes “Section 106.
Treatment of Personal Respiratory Protective Devices as Covered
Countermeasures,” which requires certain personal respiratory protective devices
to be treated as covered countermeasures under the PREP Act Declaration for the
purposes of emergency use during the COVID-19 outbreak and ending Oct. 1,
2024.
 
SCAN Call



On Tuesday, NGA held our second State Coronavirus Action Network (SCAN) call
with 136 key governors’ advisors and Washington Representatives/State-Federal
Contacts and experts. This call focused on strategies for communicating
effectively with the public as coronavirus testing becomes more widely available
and additional COVID-19 cases emerge. Our government relations team also
provided an updated regarding a second emergency supplemental bill.
Presentation slides can be found here and a recording of the call is available here.
 
Because this public health crisis is advancing so quickly, we will be holding our
SCAN calls on a weekly basis moving forward. Our next SCAN call is scheduled for
Tuesday, March 17 at 4 p.m. ET. These calls are designed to share best practices
among peers, learn from subject-matter experts, and provide technical assistance
from the National Governors Association. The next call will focus on the decision
making criteria and strategies governors have used in their COVID-19 response
efforts, including restrictions on state employee travel and mass gatherings, as
well as guidance to schools and employers.
 
Social Media
We are following governors closely on social media and are sharing posts in real-
time. Please follow NGA’s Official Twitter account to stay-up-to-date on recent
state actions and announcements on social media.
 
Steps Taken By the Federal Administration and Congress
 
Steps the Federal Government Has Taken to Address Coronavirus
The following are recent steps the federal government has taken to address
COVID-19. For a full list of federal government actions, please visit NGA’s
coronavirus webpage.

March 11, 2020 – The White House Task Force on Coronavirus and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released two documents
(Actions for All Americans and A Framework for Mitigation) to assist State,
local, tribal, and community leaders in slowing the transmission of COVID-
19. 
March 11, 2020 – President Donald Trump issued a proclamation limiting
entry of foreign nationals who have been in the Schengen Area during the
14-day period preceding their entry or attempted entry into the United
States.
March 11, 2020 – The State Department issued a “Global Level 3 Health
Advisory – Reconsider Travel” advising U.S. citizens to reconsider travel
abroad.
March 11, 2020 – HHS announced that the CDC will be awarding more than



$560 million to state and local jurisdictions to support COVID-19 response.
 
Upcoming Actions: Yesterday, the U.S House of Representatives introduced the
“Families First Coronavirus Response Act” (H.R. 6210), which includes emergency
provisions such as: paid sick leave, widespread free testing, food aid and
unemployment insurance. Negotiations are ongoing regarding a second
emergency funding supplemental.
 
As always, please feel free to reach out to me with questions. Additionally, if you
would like technical assistance or more information from NGA, contact Maribel
Ramos (NGA Government Relations), Lauren Stienstra (Homeland Security and
Public Safety Division) or Melinda Becker (Health Division).
 
Respectfully,
Bill
 
Bill McBride  | Executive Director
 

National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street NW
Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001 

p/202-624-5320
c/703-370-2298
bmcbride@nga.org
www.nga.org

 
 
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any
attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this
transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it
to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.



From: McBride, Bill on behalf of McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
To: McBride, Bill
Subject: National Governors Association"s COVID-19 Daily Update
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 3:32:00 PM

Good afternoon Governors,
 
This is the first of a new National Governors Association daily email with recent updates on
the state and federal COVID-19 response. As we continue to monitor this health crisis, we are
also working with states on their efforts. Thanks to NGA Chair and Maryland Governor Larry
Hogan and NGA Vice Chair and New York Governor Andrew Cuomo for the leadership over the
past weeks, as they worked both within this organization and their states to provide guidance
during this public health emergency. Governors and state officials are leading the
preparedness and response to COVID-19, and this email outlines some of those efforts, as well
as providing links to online resources with further information to assist you.
 
My goal is to provide you with daily updates from the National Governors Association to help
you in dealing with the ongoing COVID-19 situation on the following topics:

Actions being taken by governors,
Provide our website updates with resource materials,
NGA activities to assist you in your response to COVID-19, and
Actions being taken by the federal Administration and Congress.

 
Actions Being Taken By Governors
 
State Emergency/Public Health Emergency Declarations
At least 30 states and the District of Columbia have issued emergency declarations: AK, AR, AZ,
CA, CO, CT, DC, FL, IA, IL, IN, KY, LA, MA, MD, MI, NC, NJ, NM, NY, OH, OR, PA, RI, TN, UT, VA,
WA, WI and WV.
 
State Employee Restricted Travel/Restricted State Travel
At least 13 states have restricted state employee travel as a result of the coronavirus: AK, AR,
CT, FL, KY, LA, MD, NJ, NM, OH, PA, RI and VA.
 
Website Updates with Resource Materials
 
State/Territorial Actions
This section outlines the most recent actions taken by governors and state and territorial
leaders. Given the fast-moving nature of these events, if we are missing an action that you
have taken that you would like to share with fellow governors, please send those along to
be included in tomorrow’s daily update. For a full list of state and territorial actions, please
visit NGA’s Coronavirus webpage.



Alabama
Governor Kay Ivey announced the formation of a Coronavirus (COVID-19) Task
Force comprised of cabinet and state agency officials, as well as disease
specialists in an abundance of caution.
Governor Ivey sent a memo to state agency heads directing state employees to
notify their department heads, supervisors, and human resource offices if they
have traveled in areas affected by coronavirus.

Alaska
Governor Mike Dunleavy submitted a supplemental budget amendment to fund
10 additional temporary positions within the Department of Health and Social
Services  for novel coronavirus disease preparedness and response. 
Governor Dunleavy issued a declaration of public health disaster emergency in
response to the COVID-19 anticipated outbreak.

American Samoa
Governor Lolo Matalasi Moliga appointed a government taskforce to provide a
plan for preparation and response to the COVID-19 coronavirus.

Arizona
Governor Doug Ducey issued a Declaration of Emergency and an Executive Order
to provide health officials and administrators with tools and guidance necessary
to combat the continued spread of COVID-19 and to reduce financial burdens on
Arizonans by lowering healthcare costs associated with the virus.

California
Governor Gavin Newsom announced that gatherings larger than 250 people
should be cancelled or postponed.

Colorado
Governor Jared Polis has instructed the Colorado Division of Insurance (DOI) to
require insurance companies to take actions related to COVID-19 in the area as of
telehealth, prescription refills and cost-sharing. 
Governor Polis signed an executive order declaring a state of emergency and
requesting certain actions: 

The Colorado Department of Labor and Employment (CDLE) is directed to
engage in emergency rulemaking to ensure workers in food handling,
hospitality, child care, health care, and education can get paid sick leave. 
For workers who test positive and lack access to paid leave, the governor is
directing CDLE to identify additional supports and wage replacement such
as access to unemployment insurance.   
The Colorado Department of Personnel and Administration will engage in
emergency rulemaking regarding state employees.  
The Department of Revenue is directed to temporarily allow Coloradans
over the age of 65 to extend their driver's licenses online to avoid having to
congregate at DMVs. 



The Colorado Department of Public Health and the Environment will be
opening a drive-up lab at their facility in Lowry to test anyone who has a
note from their doctor stating that they meet the criteria for testing.  
Governor Polis also encouraged the private sector to voluntarily offer paid
sick leave. 

Governor Polis issued guidance to all K-12 schools recommending that if they
have a student or faculty member who tests positive that they close for 72 hours,
allowing for schools to be disinfected and for the epidemiologists to conduct an
investigation and recommend next steps for those schools. More details on the
guidance are available here. 
Governor Polis also instructed the Colorado Department of Public Health and the
Environment and the Colorado Department of Human Services to engage in
emergency rulemaking to limit visitation to facilities that serve older Coloradans,
to screen all employees and visitors to these facilities, and to take necessary steps
to protect those in these facilities. 

Connecticut 
Governor Ned Lamont declared civil preparedness and public health
emergencies. The declarations trigger price gouging laws and make clear that
municipal leaders have emergency powers to mitigate disasters and emergencies.
The Connecticut Insurance Department is notifying travel insurance companies
about the emergency declarations and will be monitoring their compliance with
the terms of their policies. 
Governor Lamont announced that his administration is working with health
insurance carriers in Connecticut to cover the costs for COVID-19 testing and to
assure access to maintenance prescription drug medications (excluding controlled
substances). 
The Department of Insurance has a bulletin which encourages insurers to
consider waiving cost sharing for COVID-19 testing and also highlights other
related benefits.  
Connecticut Insurance Department Commissioner Andrew Mais issued a notice to
all travel insurers conducting business in Connecticut. The notice instructs
insurers to accommodate travel cancellation requests under the terms of the
policies taking into account the seriousness of the circumstances and the civil
preparedness and public health emergencies issued by Governor Lamont.
Governor Lamont made an emergency request from the Strategic National Supply
for a total of 540,000 additional N-95 protective masks.

CNMI
Governor Ralph Deleon Guerrero Torres created a COVID-19 Task Force, bringing
together key departments, agencies, and stakeholders, to focus on three major
concerns: tourism, residents, and schools.

Florida



Governor Ron DeSantis declared a state of emergency allowing nurses and
doctors from other states to work in Florida and pharmacists to issue emergency
30-day prescriptions. The order also allows officials to activate the Florida
National Guard, purchase medical supplies more swiftly, and establish field
hospitals.

Georgia
Governor Brian Kemp, the public safety department and health
officials announced they have designated Hard Labor Creek State Park as a
location that could be used to isolate any patients with COVID-19  

Guam
A bipartisan bill was introduced to create and fund an Emergency Pandemic
Fund for COVID-19 response efforts.  

Idaho
Governor Brad Little requested a transfer of $2 million from the state legislature
to the Governor’s Emergency Fund. 

Illinois
Governor JB Pritzker issued a public health disaster proclamation for COVID-19. 
In a press conference, Governor Pritzker announced that his office would file
emergency rules to allow those who are unemployed because they are sick to
collect unemployment insurance if permitted under federal law. 

Iowa
Governor Kim Reynolds announced that 18 of the 22 Iowans quarantined on the
Grand Princess cruise ship will be returning home on a chartered flight to Iowa.
The Department of Public Health will screen the returning people before they
begin their travel back to Iowa and direct people to a screening center when they
arrive. 

Kentucky
Governor Andy Beshear announced that Kentucky nursing homes will be limiting
patient visits. Patients receiving end-of-life-care are the only group allowed to
receive visitors to help prevent and limit the spread of COVID-19. 
Governor Beshear instructed school districts to be prepared to close schools on
short notice, closed all state prisons to visitors, suspended out-of-state travel for
state employees, urged more businesses to allow employees to tele-commute
and to provide paid sick leave, and asked places of worship to temporarily cancel
services.

Louisiana
Governor John Bel Edwards declared a public health emergency to allow state
agencies to thoroughly prepare for any eventuality related to public health needs
and deploy additional resources to assist local authorities. The declaration also
addresses efforts to prevent price gouging and limits state employee travel.

Maryland



Governor Larry Hogan issued a directive requiring state health carriers to waive all
cost-sharing for coronavirus testing.  
The governor, with support from the Department of Budget and Management, is
advising state agencies to cancel out-of-state business travel, and to prepare
for possible mandatory telework. 
Governor Hogan signed emergency legislation allowing his state to access rainy
day funds, and formed a Coronavirus Response Team to advise on health and
emergency management decisions.
Governor Hogan enacted several new actions and recommendations:

The Department of Motor Vehicles moved toward an all appointment
system for all transactions, to reduce walk-in visits and foot traffic. 
The Maryland Health Benefits Exchange established a special enrollment
period through Maryland Health Connection for COVID-19. 
The Department of Corrections and Public Safety Services discontinued
visitation services for an individual in infirmaries. 
For long-term care communities, access is restricted to essential visits only;
staff are prohibited from international travel; and it is recommended that
facilities screen all individuals entering the facilities. 
All state veterans' facilities are required to follow the above guidelines.

Governor Hogan suspended all business-related out-of-state travel for state
employees. 
Governor Hogan announced major action including:

Maryland Emergency Management Agency moving to its highest action
level.
Activating the National Guard.
All state government is raised to “elevated level two” and all non-essential
state employees who are approved for telework will be required to do so.
Closing all public schools from March 16 through March 27.

Massachusetts
Governor Charlie Baker declared a state of emergency on March 10.

Michigan
The state’s Medicaid program will waive copays and cost-sharing for testing and
treatment related to COVID-19.  
Governor Gretchen Whitmer declared a state of emergency on March 10.

Minnesota
Governor Tim Walz signed legislation authorizing the state to use an additional
$21 million in state investments to support disease investigation, monitoring of
the outbreak, public health information, and laboratory analysis of samples.
Proposed legislation would grant the governor the authority to declare a
peacetime emergency and allow employees to seek unemployment insurance or
paid sick leave should they be quarantined due to COVID-19. 



Mississippi
Governor Tate Reeves appointed a preparedness and response planning
committee.

Nebraska
A press release from Governor Pete Ricketts announced the University
of Nebraska Medical Center has begun a clinical trial for a vaccine to treat COVID-
19.  

New Jersey
Governor Phil Murphy signed an executive order declaring a state of emergency
and public health emergency. The declaration allows for certain safeguards, such
as the prohibition of price increases pursuant to New Jersey’s Consumer Fraud
Act, as well as the ability to expedite the delivery of goods and services essential
for preparedness and response efforts.

New Mexico
The Department of Insurance issued a bulletin stating that carriers should
educate enrollees and providers on CDC guidelines around COVID, adopt new
billing codes, encourage telehealth, and ensure preparedness response is ready.
Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham signed an executive order declaring a state of
public health emergency. The governor also restricted state employee travel. 

New York
Governor Andrew Cuomo deployed National Guard troops to a Health
Department command post in New Rochelle to assist with the outbreak – an area
with 108 confirmed cases at the time of mobilization.
Governor Cuomo announced that New York will contract with 28 private labs to
increase COVID-19 testing capacity. Additionally, he announced that the state will
provide two weeks paid leave for workers who are quarantined as well as
$200,000 to local food banks in New Rochelle for families who rely on free school
lunches. 
Governor Cuomo announced that gatherings larger than 500 people should be
cancelled or postponed.

North Carolina
Governor Roy Cooper declared a state of emergency. 

Ohio
Governor Mike DeWine signed an emergency order to allow state departments
and agencies to better coordinate response efforts for COVID-19. 
Governor DeWine issued a recommendation on limiting large indoor gatherings.
Governor DeWine announced that all schools will be closed for three weeks
beginning on Monday, March 16.

Oregon
Governor Kate Brown issued a policy to limit transmission of COVID-19 in long-
term care facilities by restricting and limiting entry to these facilities, requiring



screening of all individuals who are allowed to enter facilities, documenting
screening procedures for all visitors, and limiting community activities.

Pennsylvania
Governor Tom Wolf announced that all major health insurance carriers will cover
COVID-19 diagnostic testing and treatment and have committed to waive any
cost-sharing for testing.  
The Department of Insurance issued a notice regarding preparedness plans and
information for educating enrollees on their benefits for COVID treatment and
testing. 
Governor Wolf issued guidance on restricting travel for state employees as well as
new directives to address large gatherings, telework, and paid leave for impacted
employees. 

Rhode Island
Governor Gina M. Raimondo declared a state of emergency in Rhode Island to
allow better response and coordination related to the coronavirus.   
Governor Raimondo issued guidance for large events in Rhode Island to help
contain the spread of COVID-19 in accordance with the Centers for Disease
Control.

South Dakota
Governor Kristi Noem announced the first presumptive case of coronavirus in
South Dakota on March 10.  
The South Dakota State Department of Health issued guidance to school
administrators regarding prevention and mitigation in schools.

Texas
Governor Greg Abbott issued a statement regarding price-gouging of medical
supplies, pointing out that should there be extensive reports of price gouging, the
governor can grant the Texas Attorney General broader powers to prosecute
those cases.
Governor Abbott and the Texas Department of Insurance requested insurers and
HMOs to waive copayments, co-insurance, and deductibles for “testing and
telemedicine visits for the diagnosis of coronavirus,” that is consistent with CDC
guidance.

Utah
Utah established the COVID-19 Community Task Force. On March 10, the task
force recommended that hospital and health care systems establish satellite sites
for testing. 
Governor Gary Herbert issued a statement praising the Church of Jesus of Latter-
day Saints’ decision to host sessions of its General Conference remotely and to
limit mass gatherings in the immediate future. 

Vermont
The Vermont Agency of Education issued guidance to Vermont schools on



materials, cleaning and disinfecting, travel guidance, school
closure and absences. 
Governor Phil Scott activated the State Emergency Operations Center on 10
March to expand the state’s capacity to coordinate and respond to COVID-19. 
The Vermont Department of Health issued guidance to healthcare providers and
workers regarding death certification and disposition of remains for patients with
COVID-19.  
Governor Scott ordered activation of the State Emergency Operations Center to
coordinate response efforts for COVID-19.

Virginia
Governor Ralph Northam issued a statement addressing plans to enable state
employee teleworking. He also encouraged private businesses to explore
telework and paid time-off options.
Governor Northam declared a state of emergency and limited employee travel.

Washington
Governor Jay Inslee issued rules regarding visitors, screening, and protective
measures for nursing homes and assisted living facilities.  
The governor’s office published a resource list for business and workers in the
state who have been impacted by the virus. These resources are aimed at
supporting economic retention and recovery efforts. 
The Washington State Department of Health developed a suite of policy
considerations and recommendations for school facilities, correctional facilities,
and broader community-based organizations. 
Governor Inslee issued an emergency proclamation prohibiting large public
events with more the 250 people in King, Snohomish, and Pierce counties. 

 
Select Resources Available
The following are additional resources added to NGA’s website today. For a full list of select
resources, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.

Planning & Preparedness
CDC Guidance for Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with
Local COVID-19 Transmission
CDC Emergency Preparedness and Response
CDC Practical Steps to Keep Workplaces, School, Home and Commercial
Establishments Safe

Long Term Care
CMS Guidance for Infection Control and Prevention Concerning Coronavirus
Disease 2019 (COVID-19) by Hospice Agencies
AHCA-NCAL Steps to Prevent COVID-19 from Entering Your Facility

Housing
HUD Preventing and Managing the Spread of Infectious Disease for People



Experiencing Homelessness  
HUD Preventing and Managing the Spread of Infectious Disease within Shelters
HUD Preventing and Managing the Spread of Infectious Disease within
Encampments

 
NGA Activities
 
NGA Statement
Yesterday, NGA released a statement calling on congressional leaders to take swift action and
expand liability protections to ensure a supply of respirators needed to support the COVID-19
response. Legislations is need to make all National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH)-approved respirators eligible for protection under the Public Readiness & Emergency
Preparedness (PREP) Act.
 
Because of NGA’s bipartisan leadership, and the efforts of allied organizations, the “Families
First Coronavirus Response Act” (H.R. 6210) bill includes “Section 106. Treatment of Personal
Respiratory Protective Devices as Covered Countermeasures,” which requires certain personal
respiratory protective devices to be treated as covered countermeasures under the PREP Act
Declaration for the purposes of emergency use during the COVID-19 outbreak and ending Oct.
1, 2024.
 
SCAN Call
On Tuesday, NGA held our second State Coronavirus Action Network (SCAN) call with 136 key
governors’ advisors and Washington Representatives/State-Federal Contacts and experts. This
call focused on strategies for communicating effectively with the public as coronavirus testing
becomes more widely available and additional COVID-19 cases emerge. Our government
relations team also provided an updated regarding a second emergency supplemental bill.
Presentation slides can be found here and a recording of the call is available here.
 
Because this public health crisis is advancing so quickly, we will be holding our SCAN calls on a
weekly basis moving forward. Our next SCAN call is scheduled for Tuesday, March 17 at 4 p.m.
ET. These calls are designed to share best practices among peers, learn from subject-matter
experts, and provide technical assistance from the National Governors Association. The next
call will focus on the decision making criteria and strategies governors have used in their
COVID-19 response efforts, including restrictions on state employee travel and mass
gatherings, as well as guidance to schools and employers.
 
Social Media
We are following governors closely on social media and are sharing posts in real-time. Please
follow NGA’s Official Twitter account to stay-up-to-date on recent state actions and
announcements on social media.



 
Steps Taken By the Federal Administration and Congress
 
Steps the Federal Government Has Taken to Address Coronavirus
The following are recent steps the federal government has taken to address COVID-19. For a
full list of federal government actions, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.

March 11, 2020 – The White House Task Force on Coronavirus and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention released two documents (Actions for All
Americans and A Framework for Mitigation) to assist State, local, tribal, and community
leaders in slowing the transmission of COVID-19. 
March 11, 2020 – President Donald Trump issued a proclamation limiting entry of
foreign nationals who have been in the Schengen Area during the 14-day period
preceding their entry or attempted entry into the United States.
March 11, 2020 – The State Department issued a “Global Level 3 Health Advisory –
Reconsider Travel” advising U.S. citizens to reconsider travel abroad.
March 11, 2020 – HHS announced that the CDC will be awarding more than $560 million
to state and local jurisdictions to support COVID-19 response.

 
Upcoming Actions: Yesterday, the U.S House of Representatives introduced the “Families First
Coronavirus Response Act” (H.R. 6210), which includes emergency provisions such as: paid
sick leave, widespread free testing, food aid and unemployment insurance. Negotiations are
ongoing regarding a second emergency funding supplemental.
 
As always, please feel free to reach out to me with questions. Additionally, if you would like
technical assistance or more information from NGA, contact Maribel Ramos (NGA
Government Relations), Lauren Stienstra (Homeland Security and Public Safety Division) or
Melinda Becker (Health Division).
 
Respectfully,
Bill
 
Bill McBride  | Executive Director
 

National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street NW
Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001 

p/202-624-5320
c/703-370-2298
bmcbride@nga.org
www.nga.org

 
 
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged,
proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient,
or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the



From:  on behalf of >
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Possible COVID-19 Exposure
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 2:34:26 PM

Hello,

I work at the Aurora Driver License office and was exposed to a customer that was dropping a
letter off for her husband, who was at home sick with COVID-19. Are there any steps I should
take to protect myself and my coworkers?

Thank you,



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE CDPHE drive-up lab experiencing high volume Line will be closed today; those in line already will

have priority for tomorrow
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 1:05:45 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Thu, Mar 12, 2020 at 1:01 PM
Subject: RELEASE CDPHE drive-up lab experiencing high volume Line will be closed today;
those in line already will have priority for tomorrow
To: 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 
 

CDPHE drive-up lab experiencing high volume

Line will be closed today; those in line already will have priority for tomorrow

 
*We ask our colleagues in the media to help us disseminate this information as soon as 
possible 

 
DENVER, March 12, 2020:  Due to an extremely high volume of people seeking COVID-19 
tests at the drive-up testing site in Lowry, the Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment (CDPHE) is working to establish and communicate a cut-off point for 
the line. CDPHE is currently determining, based on resources and staff capacity, which 
vehicle will be the last vehicle whose occupants can be served today. Those who are 
already in line behind that cut off-point will receive a note that allows them priority 
for testing in line tomorrow. 

Colorado now has capacity for private labs to complete testing. In order to minimize 
wait times,anyone who is symptomatic or who believes they may have been exposed to 
COVID-19 should call or email your physician first for guidance, a doctor’s order for 
testing, and information about private providers where you can get tested. Always call 
first before reporting to a healthcare facility for testing. 



We will have an update on statewide testing later this afternoon. 

As of 11 a.m., there was an approximate 3-hour wait in the drive-thru car line. No 
more vehicles will be accommodated in the line at this time. If you are ill or suspect 
that you were exposed, please stay home, self-isolate, and contact your physician. 

The mobile testing center in Lowry opened yesterday and serviced 160 people. People 
waited on average about 84 minutes. Once they got to the testing point, the collection 
took about 10 minutes.

CDPHE plans to keep the lab open tomorrow and open again Monday. We may keep it 
open through the weekend depending on supplies and demand. 

While waiting for their test results, individuals should stay at home. Those who receive 
positive test results may be issued isolation orders. Depending on test volume, we aim 
to contact individuals directly with their results within 72 hours.

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.
 

###

 



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: FWD: RELEASE: CDPHE confirms 11 additional new presumptive positive cases in Colorado
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 1:00:10 PM

This message was sent securely using Zix®

This message was sent securely using Zix®

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media info@state.co.us 

 
 

CDPHE confirms 11 additional new presumptive positive cases in Colorado

DENVER, March 12, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) confirmed 11 new presumptive positive cases in Colorado, based on test 
results overnight. That brings the total number of presumptive positive cases to 44, 
with one indeterminate case that public health is acting on as a presumptive positive. 
The state lab has completed test results on approximately 350 people in Colorado since 
testing started on February 28. 

Note to media: Beginning today, we will be releasing updated case numbers in the 
early afternoon and evening each day. If there is a significant event other than 
updated numbers, we will send out additional releases. We will also host a remote 
news conference from 2-2:30 p.m. today. More information follows below.

Case 1:
Gender: Male
Age: 40s
County: Eagle 
Exposure: Contact with infected individual

Case 2:
Gender: Female
Age: 30s
County: Denver



Exposure: Under investigation

Case 3:
Gender: Male
Age: 50s
County: Denver 
Exposure: Recent travel

Case 4: 
Gender: Female
Age: 40s
County: Gunnison
Exposure: Recent travel

Case 5:
Gender: Female
Age: 50s
County: Jefferson 
Exposure: Recent travel

Case 6:
Gender: Female
Age: 60s
County: Eagle
Exposure: Under investigation

Case 7:
Gender: Female
Age: 50s
County: Adams
Exposure: Under investigation

Case 8:
Gender: Male
Age: 40s
County: Denver
Exposure: Under investigation

Case 9: Female
Age: 50s
County: Adams
Exposure: Under investigation

Case 10: Female
Age: 30s
County: Eagle



Exposure: Under investigation

Case 11: Male
Age: 70s
County: Pitkin
Exposure: Australian resident visiting Aspen

To ensure expedience on reporting presumptive positive cases, the state will provide 
overall testing statistics as soon as we are able on the website. 

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.

FOR MEDIA ONLY: Remote Press Conference 
March 12, 2 - 2:30 p.m.
Login Information for media: 

1-669-900-6833

Meeting ID: 566 154 047

https://zoom.us/meeting/566154047 

To comply with social distancing guidance, but also to be transparent, CDPHE will launch a remote 
press conference for inquiries regarding the state response to COVID-19. It will take place from 2 - 2:30 
p.m. today. Media will need to use the Zoom link and phone call information provided, to participate 
in the press conference. To answer questions quickly and efficiently, media will need to ask their 
questions through Zoom Chat, using the link. 

####

Conor Cahill
Press Secretary 

C 617-851-2125 
P 303-866-6324
conor.cahill@state.co.us |  www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.

This message was secured by Zix®. 

This message was secured by Zix®.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: CDPHE confirms 11 additional new presumptive positive cases in Colorado
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 12:44:19 PM

This message was sent securely using Zix®

This message was sent securely using Zix®

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Thu, Mar 12, 2020 at 12:38 PM
Subject: RELEASE: CDPHE confirms 11 additional new presumptive positive cases in
Colorado
To: 

This message was sent securely using Zix®

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 
 

CDPHE confirms 11 additional new presumptive positive cases in Colorado

DENVER, March 12, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) confirmed 11 new presumptive positive cases in Colorado, based on test 
results overnight. That brings the total number of presumptive positive cases to 44, 
with one indeterminate case that public health is acting on as a presumptive positive. 
The state lab has completed test results on approximately 350 people in Colorado since 
testing started on February 28. 

Note to media: Beginning today, we will be releasing updated case numbers in the 
early afternoon and evening each day. If there is a significant event other than 
updated numbers, we will send out additional releases. We will also host a remote 
news conference from 2-2:30 p.m. today. More information follows below.



Case 1:
Gender: Male
Age: 40s
County: Eagle 
Exposure: Contact with infected individual

Case 2:
Gender: Female
Age: 30s
County: Denver
Exposure: Under investigation

Case 3:
Gender: Male
Age: 50s
County: Denver 
Exposure: Recent travel

Case 4: 
Gender: Female
Age: 40s
County: Gunnison
Exposure: Recent travel

Case 5:
Gender: Female
Age: 50s
County: Jefferson 
Exposure: Recent travel

Case 6:
Gender: Female
Age: 60s
County: Eagle
Exposure: Under investigation

Case 7:
Gender: Female
Age: 50s
County: Adams
Exposure: Under investigation

Case 8:
Gender: Male
Age: 40s
County: Denver



Exposure: Under investigation

Case 9: Female
Age: 50s
County: Adams
Exposure: Under investigation

Case 10: Female
Age: 30s
County: Eagle
Exposure: Under investigation

Case 11: Male
Age: 70s
County: Pitkin
Exposure: Australian resident visiting Aspen

To ensure expedience on reporting presumptive positive cases, the state will provide 
overall testing statistics as soon as we are able on the website. 

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.

FOR MEDIA ONLY: Remote Press Conference 
March 12, 2 - 2:30 p.m.
Login Information for media: 

1-669-900-6833

Meeting ID: 566 154 047

https://zoom.us/meeting/566154047 

To comply with social distancing guidance, but also to be transparent, CDPHE will launch a remote 
press conference for inquiries regarding the state response to COVID-19. It will take place from 2 - 2:30 
p.m. today. Media will need to use the Zoom link and phone call information provided, to participate 
in the press conference. To answer questions quickly and efficiently, media will need to ask their 
questions through Zoom Chat, using the link. 

####

This message was secured by Zix&#174.

®



This message was secured by Zix . 

This message was secured by Zix®.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: : Update on State’s Response to COVID-19
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 12:06:52 PM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
Thursday, March 12, 2020
Conor Cahill |conor.cahill@state.co.us |303-866-6324 

Update on State’s Response to COVID-19

DENVER - On Tuesday, Gov. Polis declared a state of emergency in response to the 
presence of coronavirus disease 2019 in Colorado (COVID-19). The declaration will 
help ensure resources are available to the State to combat COVID-19. The Governor 
has urged Coloradans to exercise personal responsibility to protect public health, 
especially vulnerable populations like older Coloradans and those with underlying 
health conditions.

"Our state is responding to this virus by taking bold action to protect our most
vulnerable populations,” said Governor Polis. “We will continue working together
to put health and safety first and be guided by science. Colorado is in this
together.”

Details of the executive order: 

Directs Colorado Department of Labor and Employment (CDLE) to engage in 
emergency rulemaking to ensure workers in the following industries get paid 
sick leave if they exhibit flu-like symptoms and have to miss work while they 
await testing results for COVID-19: leisure and hospitality, food services, child 
care, education at all levels, home health care, operating a nursing home, or 
operating a community living facility. 

For workers who test positive and lack access to paid leave, directs CDLE to 
identify additional supports and wage replacement such as access to 
emergency unemployment assistance.  These steps are especially important 
for those who work with vulnerable populations like older Coloradans and 
those with underlying health issues. When those workers lack access to paid 
sick leave, it poses a great risk to our ability to protect the public. 

Directs the Department of Revenue to temporarily allow Coloradans over the 
age of 65, a vulnerable population, to renew their driver's licenses online to 
avoid having to congregate at DMV offices at this time.



Directs the Colorado Department of Personnel and Administration (DPA) to 
engage in emergency rulemaking regarding state employees. The 
administration wants to ensure that state functions continue to run smoothly 
and that state workers who are subject to mandatory or voluntary quarantine 
or isolation and who cannot work from home have access to paid leave. For 
employees who may be put either in quarantine or isolation and can work 
from home, they should do so. If these workers fall ill and cannot perform 
their duties, they will be able to use paid leave, and the state will be flexible 
with that paid leave. For impacted employees who cannot work remotely, 
such as correctional officers, assisted living staff, etc., the administration is 
working to ensure paid leave options for those who are ill to ensure that those 
workers can continue to put food on the table while protecting public health.

Suspends statutory provisions that exclude temporary employees from the 
definition of “employee” for the purposes of leave benefits eligibility, and 
directs the State Personnel Director to determine what, if any, state leave 
benefits may be provided to temporary employees.

Suspends the requirement that state employees who are absent from work 
due to COVID-19-like symptoms for three or more consecutive days provide a 
medical certificate form from a health care provider, and directs the State 
Personnel Director to create and promulgate an Employee Self-Certification 
Form that shall be used by employees in lieu of a medical certificate form.  

Read the executive order here. 

Last night, the Governor issued guidelines to all K-12 schools, preschools, and child 
care centers requiring closure for 72 hours if they have a student or faculty member 
who tests positive for COVID-19, allowing for schools to be disinfected. The 
guidelines also cover institutions of higher education.  More details on the 
guidelines are available here.  

Per the Governor’s instruction, the Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment (CDPHE) and the Colorado Department of Human Services (CDHS) are 
engaging in emergency rulemaking to limit visitation to facilities that serve older 
Coloradans, to screen all employees and visitors to these facilities, and to take 
necessary steps to protect those in these facilities. Older Coloradans and those with 
underlying health conditions are much more vulnerable to COVID-19. Read more 
here. 

CDPHE recently provided information on social distancing, how to prevent 
community spread, ways Coloradans can reduce fear and take care of themselves. 

###



www.colorado.gov/governor

    



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Updated: Media Advisory: Gov. Polis, Lt. Gov. Primavera and Cabinet events for the week of March 9
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 10:23:54 AM

Media Advisory
Thursday, March 12, 2020
Shelby Wieman | shelby.wieman@state.co.us | 303-957-6011

Gov. Polis, Lt. Gov. Primavera and Cabinet events for 
the week of March 9

**Governor Polis and the entire administration are focused on Colorado’s response to 
COVID-19 and protecting the health and safety of Coloradans. The remaining events for 
the week are being postponed and will be noticed at a later date if and when they are 
rescheduled.**

Thursday, March 12, 2020
10:30 a.m. - Gov. Polis provides remarks at the Colorado Music Ambassador news 
conference. Location: State Capitol, West Foyer.**This event is being postponed, we will 
give notice if it is added back to the schedule. 

12:20 p.m. - Lt. Gov. Primavera provides remarks at Speak Up for Kids Day at the Capitol 
hosted by Children’s Hospital Colorado, the Colorado Children’s Campaign, and Clayton 
Early Learning. Location: History Colorado, 1200 N. Broadway, Denver. **This event is 
being postponed, we will give notice if it is added back to the schedule. 

6:30 p.m. - Gov. Polis provides remarks at the Common Cause campaign kickoff. 
Location: 2901 Walnut St., Denver. **This event is being postponed, we will give notice if 
it is added back to the schedule.

Cabinet Events

Thursday, March 12, 2020
4:00 p.m. -  Dr. Angie Paccione, executive director at the Department of Higher 
Education, provides remarks at Consider This, presented by Donnell Kay Foundation. 
Location: Bruce Randolph School, 3955 N. Steele St., Denver. *Media should rsvp to 
megan.mcdermott@dhe.state.co.us. **This event is being postponed, we will give notice 
if it is added back to the schedule.

Friday, March 13, 2020
8:45 a.m. - Dr. Angie Paccione, executive director at the Department of Higher 
Education, provides remarks at Colorado State University Division of Enrollment & Access, 
All-staff Spring Semester Meeting. Location: CSU Lory Student Center, North Ballroom, 



1101 Center Ave. Mall, Fort Collins. *Media should rsvp to 
megan.mcdermott@dhe.state.co.us. **This event is being postponed, we will give notice 
if it is added back to the schedule.

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Bolt - GOVOffice, Sarah on behalf of Bolt - GOVOffice, Sarah <sarah.bolt@state.co.us>
To: GOV AllStaff; CEO Staff@state.co.us; OEDIT Everybody@state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: [Ppug] HDHP Plans Can Cover COVID-19 Costs
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 7:58:05 AM
Attachments: IRS COVID 19.pdf

Good Morning, 

I am passing this along to all of the Gov's Office employees.  If you have the HDHP (HIgh
Deductible Health Plan), this is some good information. 

Please let me know if there are any questions. 

Have a fantastic day! 

Sarah Bolt 
Payroll Officer

P 303.866.3141 |  F 303.866.2631
200 E Colfax, Denver, CO 80203 
sarah.bolt@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Payroll - DPA, Central <state_centralpayroll@state.co.us>
Date: Wed, Mar 11, 2020 at 2:55 PM
Subject: [Ppug] HDHP Plans Can Cover COVID-19 Costs
To: <Ppug@mailman.state.co.us>

Hi All,
Here is some new information from the IRS on the Coronavirus (COVID-19) for employees
who have a HDHP (High Deductible Health Plan).  Please pass it along to your employees.

Thanks,
Office of the State Controller  |  Central Payroll 
1525 Sherman St.,  5th Floor,   Denver, CO 80203

JOIN HRWORKS NEWSLETTER
_______________________________________________
Ppug mailing list
Ppug@mailman.state.co.us
http://mailman.state.co.us/mailman/listinfo/ppug



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/11/2020
Date: Wednesday, March 11, 2020 11:45:27 PM

A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/11/2020

THE LATEST: 

NPR: Trump Suspends All Travel From Europe For 30 Days To Combat COVID-19
https://www.npr.org/2020/03/11/814597993/trump-set-to-deliver-address-as-
coronavirus-deemed-a-pandemic

The Coloradan: CHSAA bans fans from state high school basketball tournaments 
over coronavirus concerns
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/sports/high-school-sports/2020/03/11/chsaa-
closes-colorado-state-high-school-basketball-tournaments-fans-over-coronavirus-
pandemic/5029140002/

Daily Camera: Nederland’s Frozen Dead Guy Days canceled due to coronavirus
Most of the detractors, however, reversed their opinion after Gov. Jared Polis and 
Boulder County Public Health released statements urging communities to cancel all 
large gatherings, with several citing the town’s limited medical resources.
https://www.dailycamera.com/2020/03/11/nederlands-frozen-dead-guy-days-
canceled-due-to-coronavirus/ 

Wyoming News: First case of COVID-19 confirmed in Wyoming
https://www.wyomingnews.com/news/local_news/first-case-of-covid--confirmed-
in-wyoming/article_3d9a6ede-becf-5d89-8ae2-f439b7aa8ecc.html

CNBC: Trump cancels events in Colorado and Nevada ‘out of an abundance of 
caution’ over coronavirus
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/11/coronavirus-trump-cancels-events-in-
colorado-nevada-amid-outbreak.html

CNN:Trump address sparks chaos as coronavirus crisis deepens
Trump's big announcement for keeping the virus at bay -- what he said was a 30-day 
ban on travel to the US by Europeans and restrictions on cargo -- was immediately 
engulfed in confusion.
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/12/politics/donald-trump-coronavirus-europe-
travel/index.html

ESPN: NBA suspends season until further notice after player tests positive for the 
coronavirus
https://www.espn.com/nba/story/_/id/28887560/nba-suspends-season-further-
notice-player-tests-positive-coronavirus 

Governor, Lt. Gov. First Gentleman & Administration



Denver Post: Gov. Jared Polis urges older people to avoid Colorado’s high 
country, large crowds
“The most important person to stop the spread of the virus is you,” Polis said. “This 
is really a test of our Colorado character.”
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/11/colorado-coronavirus-high-country/

MSNBC: Colorado Governor on his state's response to COVID-19
https://www.msnbc.com/hallie-jackson/watch/colorado-governor-on-his-state-s-
response-to-covid-19-80469573639 

CNN:  @CNNnewsroom A drive-up testing lab where patients with a doctor’s note 
can get tested for coronavirus is set to open in Denver. “This needs bold, early 
action," says 
@GovofCO  Jared Polis. "The actions taken in those first few days and weeks are 
absolutely critical.” https://cnn.it/2TUmO6g
https://twitter.com/CNNnewsroom/status/1237775071051223040?s=20 

Colorado Politics: COVER STORY | Covering the high cost of getting sick
For James Kiser, the CEO of Montrose Memorial Hospital on the Western Slope, the 
issue is complex, ripe for unintended consequences, while doing little to curb the 
state’s uninsured population.
Costs, inevitably, will be shifted from those who can’t pay to those with employer-
based insurance.

“It could result in some rural hospital closures in Colorado and result in high 
unemployment from those organizations,” he predicted of those with narrow 
margins.
The governor and lieutenant governor called Kiser the day before he spoke with 
Colorado Politics to ask for his input and support, he said.
“They’re moving in the right direction,” he said. “I do think an option needs to be 
created, but it just needs to be well thought-through.”
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/legislature/cover-story-covering-the-high-cost-
of-getting-sick/article_28b34b4a-5c0f-11ea-b01a-8335a46230e6.html 

Sentinel: Drive-thru COVID-19 virus testing center opens at Lowry
“We don’t want red tape to get in the way of people getting tests or the treatment 
that they need,” Gov. Jared Polis said Tuesday during an announcement that he 
would invoke a state of emergency to help Colorado react to an imminent COVID-19 
virus spread. “That’s why I’m proud to announce that the department of public 
health and environment will be opening up a drive-up lab at our facility in Lowry to 
test anyone who has a note from their doctor stating that they need testing.”
https://sentinelcolorado.com/news/state-and-region/colorado-news/drive-thru-
covid-19-virus-testing-center-opens-at-lowry/

9NEWS: Coverage of Coronavirus press conference (video) 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O9z3GRsKVRyCdYDHQB4iIl6WlUbAwsU4/view 

Fox31:  Coverage of Coronavirus press conference (video) 



1. 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dDZSRZ_tJBfTRdJ166smHpklcCB5HAoa/view

2. 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17zV7JB9vjR0UY0o_Y2NbuDlTGro_QDHt/view

CBS4: Gov. Jared Polis Confirms ‘Community Spread’ Of Coronavirus
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/11/gov-jared-polis-confirms-community-
spread-of-coronavirus/ 

AP:Polis: Virus Disproportionately Affects Colorado Ski Country
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/colorado/articles/2020-03-
11/university-of-colorado-going-online-amid-coronavirus-threat

Colorado Community Media: Polis on COVID-19 in Colorado: 'This will get worse 
before it gets better'
https://westminsterwindow.com/stories/colorado-coronavirus-jared-polis-covid-
19,296071 

FOX31: Colorado General Assembly discussing suspending session over 
coronavirus concerns
“We are not going to jump to any decision,” Becker said.
Becker did say leaders have ruled out shutting down the Capitol or restricting public 
access to committee hearings.
“We want the public to be coming to our hearings,” Becker said.
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/colorado-general-assembly-discussing-
suspending-session-over-coronavirus-concerns/ 

Denver Post: Guest Commentary: This pandemic underscores why Coloradans 
need universal paid-family leave
Responding to this crisis, Gov. Jared Polis announced that the state will be 
mandating paid sick days for workers who need to be tested for the illness or 
quarantined for a period of time — but this only covers those who are at high risk of 
spreading the illness to vulnerable populations, such as workers in food service or 
elder care. The governor has asked businesses to offer similar leave for other 
workers, and some have done so. For instance, REI announced this weekend that 
workers will have expanded access to paid leave if they or a loved one gets sick.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/11/guest-commentary-2/

Westword: Polis COVID-19 Update: We May Be at Tipping Point for Spread in 
Denver
Guidance has also been provided to government offices, senior facilities and all 
schools throughout the state in terms of best practices, Polis said. The latter are 
directed to close for at least 72 hours if someone in the scholastic community tests 
positive so that crews can do deep cleaning and administrators can discuss possible 
further steps.
https://www.westword.com/news/colorado-covid-19-update-and-denver-at-
possible-tipping-point-11663289 



CPR: Colorado Ramps Up Coronavirus Response As Reported Cases Double In One 
Day, High Country Becomes ‘Hot Spot’
Colorado's total presumptive positive cases of coronavirus rose by 16 people on 
Wednesday, bringing the statewide total to 33. There is one indeterminate test the 
state is treating as positive. One reported case was a Denver International Airport 
maintenance worker. Nine of those alone were in Pitkin County, and Polis called 
that area a "hot spot."
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/11/colorado-coronavirus-update-jared-polis-cases-
doubled/

Fox31: How much power does Gov. Polis have during a state of emergency?
Now, a question is: how much power does Polis have? In short, he has a lot.
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/how-much-power-does-gov-polis-have-during-
a-state-of-emergency/ 

DBJ: Colorado releases emergency paid sick leave rules regarding COVID-19
Polis said at the news conference that the state has not offered financial help yet to 
employers who do not offer paid sick leave but will be required to fund time off 
under his order. He noted, however, that Congress is considering a second 
coronavirus funding package that could include economic-stabilization funding such 
as employer aid, and said that he has "encouraged" members of Colorado's 
congressional delegation to "be particularly sensitive to the most affected 
industries" when considering that package.
https://www.bizjournals.com/denver/news/2020/03/11/colorado-emergency-sick-
leave-rules-coronavirus.html 

CPR: Polis’ ‘Verbal’ Disaster Declaration Leaves Legislature With Questions
“I'm very disturbed,”  said Republican Sen. Bob Gardner of Colorado Springs. He 
wondered how lawmakers are supposed to act on something that hasn’t been 
finalized.

Gardner also questions some of the state actions Polis announced on Tuesday, 
including requiring certain industries give their employees paid time off if they 
need to be tested for the coronavirus. “I'm not sure what the governor's authority is 
for that. It may very well exist, under the state labor laws, but, who is exactly 
covered by that? What is the duration of that? There are a lot of unanswered 
questions.”
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/11/polis-verbal-disaster-declaration-leaves-
legislature-with-questions/

Vail Daily: Colorado Gov. Polis: Coronavirus hitting mountain resort communities 
the hardest
At his press conference Wednesday, Polis was blunt, saying the COVID-19 outbreak 
will almost surely get worse before it gets better. And, while Polis said state and 
local officials are working as quickly as possible to ramp up testing, he also 
implored residents and visitors to take responsibility for their own well-being. 
Those steps include washing hands with soap, avoiding handshakes and keeping 6 to 



8 feet away from other people.
https://www.vaildaily.com/news/polis-older-people-those-with-health-issues-
should-not-travel-to-mountain-resorts/ 

Denver7: Gov. Polis update on state's COVID-19 response
https://www.facebook.com/DenverChannel/videos/1022352541498510/

Denver7: News conference with Colorado governor, health officials
https://www.facebook.com/DenverChannel/videos/531871420794070/

Colorado Sun: “A test of our Colorado character”: High country will be hardest 
hit by a coronavirus, governor warns
“Anytime we make these types of changes to operations, we are acutely aware of 
the impact it has on those who work and live in our facilities as well as their loved 
ones, and we do our best to lessen the impact as much as possible,” corrections 
chief Dean Williams wrote in a news release.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/11/coronavirus-colorado-jared-polis-
announcement/

Steamboat Pilot: Some Colorado employers will now be required to offer paid sick 
leave during COVID-19 testing
https://www.steamboatpilot.com/coronavirus/some-colorado-employers-will-
now-be-required-to-offer-paid-sick-leave-during-covid-19-testing/

Denver7: Colorado releases rules for 4 days of paid sick leave for people in 
certain industries to be tested for COVID-19
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/national/coronavirus/colorado-releases-
rules-for-4-days-of-paid-sick-leave-for-people-in-certain-industries-to-be-tested-for-
covid-19

Fox21: Schools planning for Coronavirus impacts
https://www.fox21news.com/health/coronavirus/schools-planning-for-coronavirus-
impacts/

Fox21: “It’s not about politics, it’s about people’s health:” Governor Polis 
updates state on coronavirus cases
https://www.fox21news.com/health/coronavirus/drive-up-coronavirus-testing-
location-opening-in-denver-wednesday/

Westword: Denver Public Library Open, but Cancels All Programming, Classes
Just thirty hours after Governor Jared Polis declared a state of emergency over the 
coronavirus outbreak, the Denver Public Library has canceled all programs, classes 
and events across its 26 branches for the next month.
https://www.westword.com/news/denver-public-library-cancels-programming-over-
coronavirus-concerns-11663223

Westword: Doing Yoga and Working Out in Denver in the Age of Coronavirus
As a result, we're hearing that many health club members are bringing their own 



sanitary wipes with them — if, that is, they can find them at local grocery stores, 
many of which can't keep the items in stock.
https://www.westword.com/news/denver-coronavirus-and-covid-19-responses-from-
yoga-studios-and-gyms-11660192 

Tweet:  @dcwoodruff
Just to echo what others have said in the last few days: Polis has handled this 
really, really well. Communicating clearly, well-versed in the science, ahead of 
where a lot of other elected officials are, not afraid to acknowledge that things 
are going to get worse.
https://twitter.com/dcwoodruff/status/1237883458266886150 

Tweet: @KyleClark Colorado's Governor  @jaredpolis is modeling the Taiwanese 
model of #COVIDー19 containment - a STRONG focus on public buy-in. #9NEWS
https://twitter.com/KyleClark/status/1237883650621886464 

Tweet: @KyleClark A clear acknowledgement of what doctors know but 
politicians rarely say: hospitals may be overrun. Colorado Governor Polis is 
worried the first pinch-point will be in ski towns. #9NEWS #COVID19colorado
https://twitter.com/KyleClark/status/1237881261768585217

Sports Illustrated: A New Report Sheds Light on Broncos' COVID-19 Response
Earlier this week, Colorado governor Jared Polis declared a state of emergency in 
response to the COVID-19 outbreak. The state of Colorado has 33 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19, per the most recent reports. 
https://www.si.com/nfl/broncos/news/denver-broncos-covid-19-response-revealed-
by-new-report 

CrestedButte News: Gunnison County officials ramping up for COVID-19
http://crestedbuttenews.com/2020/03/gunnison-county-officials-ramping-up-for-
covid-19/

Boulder Jews: Remainder of Boulder Jewish Film Festival Canceled]
https://boulderjewishnews.org/2020/remainder-of-boulder-jewish-film-festival-
canceled/ 

OutThere Colorado: Spring break extended, with Colorado college requiring 
students to leave amid virus fears
https://www.outtherecolorado.com/colorado-college-extends-spring-break-
cancels-in-person-classes-and-enacts-distance-learning/

Parker Chronicle: Town facilities remain open, police department partially closed 
due to COVID-19
https://parkerchronicle.net/stories/town-facilities-remain-open-police-
department-partially-closed-due-to-covid-19,296063

Durango Herald: Leader of state Energy Office touts clean power in Durango
That was the optimistic message brought to Durango on Wednesday by Will Toor, 



director of the Colorado Energy Office. He is the former director of the 
transportation program at the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project and a former 
mayor of Boulder and a Boulder County commissioner.
https://durangoherald.com/articles/317870 

Colorado Politics: Colorado AG Phil Weiser opposes Trump changes to NEPA
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/legislature/colorado-ag-phil-weiser-opposes-
trump-changes-to-nepa/article_38621e9e-6327-11ea-8e86-83cf2beaaf87.html

303 Magazine: Major Events in Colorado Canceled in Response to Coronavirus
An increasing number of businesses, organizations and influential people are 
moving, postponing or downright canceling upcoming events in Colorado in an effort 
to mitigate the spread of coronavirus. For many citizens, the severity of the 
situation sunk in on March 10, when Governor Jared Polis declared a state of 
emergency in response COVID-19.
https://303magazine.com/2020/03/coronavirus-cancellations/ 

CPR: Paid Family Leave Bill Sponsors Hope They’ve Found A Magic Bullet For 
Colorado
The latest version sticks with the “private mandate” model championed by Gov. 
Jared Polis, requiring many employers to find a way to keep paying wages when 
employees need family or medical leave. But it also introduces an optional state-run 
program that would offer wage replacement insurance for seasonal workers, small-
business employees, and others who wouldn’t get paid leave through work.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/11/paid-leave-sponsors-hope-theyve-found-a-magic-
bullet-for-colorado/ 

CNN: Colorado will replace Columbus Day with Cabrini Day, the first paid state 
holiday recognizing a woman in the US
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/11/us/colorado-columbus-day-cabrini-day-
trnd/index.html 

9news: Weld County is caught in the oil fight between Russia and Saudi Arabia
A decision by a government leader whose last name has five letters and starts with 
"'P" might have a significant impact on Weld County and other parts of Colorado.
But it's not Gov. Jared Polis.
"I would much rather work with Gov. Polis than Vladimir Putin on anything, and I 
think that Putin really wants to see the backs of this industry break. I'm going to bet 
on the men and women of this industry every day of the week," said Dan Haley, 
president of the Colorado Oil and Gas Association.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/next/weld-county-is-caught-in-the-oil-
fight-between-russia-and-saudi-arabia/73-aac6cce3-06f1-4ce9-bf29-e54ae17296bb 

CBS4: Coronavirus In Colorado: City Employee At DIA Tests Positive For COVID-19
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/11/coronavirus-colorado-denver-city-
employee-denver-international-airport/ 



Colorado Politics: Archdiocese of Denver implements coronavirus precautions for 
Mass
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/denver/archdiocese-of-denver-implements-
coronavirus-precautions-for-mass/article_14f4f028-6398-11ea-9381-
379776224d7f.html 

DU Clarion: Amid coronavirus concerns, DU moves online for beginning of spring 
quarter

https://duclarion.com/2020/03/du-moves-online/

SopriSun: Local officials respond to COVID-19
Rob Goodwin, Chief of the Carbondale and Rural Fire Protection District, and his 
team remain on the front lines of any and all emergencies.
https://www.soprissun.com/2020/03/11/local-officials-respond-to-covid-19/

Telluride News: Local medical leaders host COVID-19 panel Tuesday
https://www.telluridenews.com/news/article 92e971f6-63ad-11ea-b204-
e713f1f57620.html

GJ Sentinel: Colorado Legislature OKs bill doing away with Columbus Day
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/colorado-legislature-oks-
bill-doing-away-with-columbus-day/article_342745a0-6306-11ea-9169-
2f8d0d343517.html

Journal Advocate: Conservation easement attorney says email shows state 
officials defrauded landowners
According to Dunn, Van Wyke’s email to Barbour admits that the first two phases 
were skipped and Van Wyke’s office went straight to the third phase. In his letter to 
Polis, Weiser and Cordova, dated Feb. 19, Dunn asserts that Van Wyke’s statement 
is an admission that constitutional rights were violated.
https://www.journal-advocate.com/2020/03/11/conservation-easement-attorney-
says-email-shows-state-officials-defrauded-landowners/

Washington Blade: Over the moon about Buttigieg (op-ed) 
Today, we have queer judges, bishops, teachers and football players. We can marry 
who we love. Grandmas love Ellen’s TV show. Grandfathers come out to their sons. 
Jared Polis, the governor of Colorado, is openly gay. Even so, when we can be fired 
in over half of the states in this country simply for being queer and far too many 
LGBTQ kids are bullied in schools – Buttigieg’s campaign for the highest office in the 
land was awe inspiring.
https://www.washingtonblade.com/2020/03/11/over-the-moon-about-buttigieg/ 

Westword: Bella Romero Benzene Levels Worse Than Reported, Analysis Claims
https://www.westword.com/news/bella-romero-benzene-levels-worse-than-
reported-analysis-claims-11662591



Colorado Independent: Report: Cancer-causing benzene spiked more than once at 
Bella Romero
“The symptoms of benzene exposure can begin as headaches and irritation of the 
eyes. Without better information and education from the state, these symptoms 
could easily be mistaken by families as symptoms of a cold or allergies, rather than 
from a dangerous carcinogen that could lead to cancer,” Patricia Nelson, a mother 
of a Bella Romero student and organizer with 350 Colorado, said in a statement. 

She added: “[CDPHE and Gov. Jared Polis] are turning a blind eye to a clear case of 
environmental racism.”
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/11/report-benzene-bella-romero/ 

Durango Herald: Leader of state Energy Office touts clean power in Durango
That was the optimistic message brought to Durango on Wednesday by Will Toor, 
director of the Colorado Energy Office. He is the former director of the 
transportation program at the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project and a former 
mayor of Boulder and a Boulder County commissioner.
https://durangoherald.com/articles/317870 

Chieftain: Polis signs bill expanding free park access to veterans
https://www.bcdemocratonline.com/news/20200311/polis-signs-bill-expanding-free-
park-access-to-veterans 

Chieftain: Bill to do away with Columbus Day reaches governor’s desk
https://www.lajuntatribunedemocrat.com/news/20200311/bill-to-do-away-with-
columbus-day-reaches-governors-desk 

Colorado Independent: Update: 33 presumptive cases of coronavirus found in 
Colorado
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/11/colorado-coronavirus-first-
cases/

Carscoop: Tesla Eyeing New Cybertruck Factory, Musk Wants It In Central USA
https://www.carscoops.com/2020/03/tesla-eyeing-new-cybertruck-factory-musk-
says-it-will-located-in-central-us/ 

Fort Morgan Times: Health: Morgan County has yet to see any COVID-19 cases as 
Gov. Polis declares state of emergency
https://www.fortmorgantimes.com/2020/03/10/health-morgan-county-has-yet-to-
see-any-covid-19-cases-as-gov-polis-declares-state-of-emergency/ 

Colorado Politics: The Palm in Denver has closed, marking the end of the city's 
foremost power-lunch hot spot
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/denver/the-palm-in-denver-has-closed-marking-
the-end-of/article_29e3cdb8-6322-11ea-aea2-276e6e68f496.html 



Gazette: Snowstorm expected around Colorado Springs on 2019 bomb cyclone 
anniversary
https://gazette.com/news/snowstorm-expected-around-colorado-springs-on-bomb-
cyclone-anniversary/article fcebd2da-6310-11ea-af0d-53d450445919.html

 
Colorado Politics: Colorado's Democrats and Republicans seek options for assemblies 
amid coronavirus outbreak
"We, along with our Democrat counterparts, have requested a meeting with the 
(secretary of state) and governor to discuss further how we can best conduct our 
duty under state law to designate candidates to the primary election ballot," said Lx 
Fangonilo. "Our duty to place our Republican candidates on the ballot is vitally 
important. For the time being — we are asking that you continue to proceed as 
normal with your local assembly planning and gathering."

"We want (the legislature) to give us an ability to extend or waive deadlines and to 
explicitly authorize the parties to do electronic voting, remote voting or mail 
balloting. I want all three, because there are some logistics," Carroll said, noting 
that smaller, rural counties might want to let delegates vote by mail, while other 
counties could conduct their assemblies using videoconferencing or other 
technology.

https://www.coloradopolitics.com/2020-election/colorado-s-democrats-and-
republicans-seek-options-for-assemblies-amid/article_26764ba4-6301-11ea-b9cc-
c7ff80ec67b0.htmL

Casper Star Tribune:'This is not a panic situation': Casper health officials urge calm as coronavirus 
preparation continue

On Tuesday, Colorado Gov. Jared Polis declared a state of emergency because of 
COVID-19's spread there. Asked if that move changed his thinking, Dowell said no. 
He added that a move like that can just create more panic among a population 
that's already freaked out. Ghanem pointed out that sometimes declaring 
emergencies allows for more funding. Dowell agreed but said the state leaders 
could unlock funding and assure residents that they were prioritizing the virus in 
other ways.

https://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/health/this-is-not-a-panic-situation-
casper-health-officials-urge/article ced25292-a668-5163-ae12-
38738b36e5ed.html

Sentinel: University of Colorado going online amid coronavirus threat

https://sentinelcolorado.com/uncategorized/university-of-colorado-going-online-



amid-coronavirus-threat/

Loveland Reporter Herald: Polis orders emergency rules to provide paid sick 
leave for service workers
https://www.reporterherald.com/2020/03/10/polis-orders-emergency-rules-to-
provide-paid-sick-leave-for-service-workers/

Denver post: Polis’ approach welcome

It was refreshing — yes, a strange word to use when talking about a disease, but, it 
was refreshing and reassuring to listen to Gov. Jared Polis’ news conference 
announcing the arrival of COVID-19 in Colorado. He appeared in command of the 
situation, had relevant facts, presented the information that is important to all of 
us, laid out the path that will be followed to address the situation and shared 
information as to how the state would care for and communicate with citizens, and 
also steps we can take to do the best we can to control the situation.

Gov. Polis provided leadership, confidence and competence. 

https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/11/wednesday-march-11-2020-letters/

Colorado

9news: Bill would increase fees for oil and gas operators to cover inspection costs
"Colorado has struggled with air quality issues since the 1970s," said John Putnam, 
Director of Environmental Programs for the Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment. "We've actually have cleaner air than we've had in decades, but 
the standards have gotten tougher and so we have to keep working to meet those 
standards to protect public health."
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/local-politics/bill-would-increase-
fees-for-oil-and-gas-operators-to-cover-inspection-costs/73-c41021da-59c2-4b07-
9af1-c9b2677b6676

Westword: ICE's Pressure Campaign Against Denver All About Politics, City 
Charges
https://www.westword.com/news/denver-claims-ice-subpoena-requests-all-
about-politics-11655993

KJCT News: In Montrose Live on COVID-19 Outbreak
https://www.facebook.com/KJCTNews8/videos/1464480143759058/
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Gov. Polis Announces Additional Measures to Address Spread of COVID-
19 & Provides an Update on State’s Response to COVID-19

DENVER - Gov. Polis provided an update on the state’s response to COVID-19 this 
evening and urged Coloradans to exercise personal responsibility to protect public 
health, especially vulnerable populations like older Coloradans and those with 
underlying health conditions.

“This is a test of our Colorado character. We have been here before and we 
have prevailed before, from natural disasters like wildfires and floods to mass 
shootings to threats of terrorism and even past pandemics a century ago,” said 
Governor Jared Polis. “I am asking Coloradans to rise to the challenge once again 
and do your part to protect your health, the public health and the greater good. 
We are all in this together.”

The Governor issued guidance today to all K-12 schools recommending that if they 
have a student or faculty member who tests positive that they close for 72 hours, 
allowing for schools to be disinfected and for the epidemiologists to conduct an 
investigation and recommend next steps for those schools. More details on the 
guidance are available here. 

The Governor applauded Colorado universities that have taken steps to limit the 
spread of coronavirus, and included additional guidance for colleges and 
universities to effectively respond to the threat of coronavirus.

The Governor instructed the Colorado Department of Public Health and the 
Environment and the Colorado Department of Human Services to engage in 
emergency rulemaking to limit visitation to facilities that serve older Coloradans, to 
screen all employees and visitors to these facilities, and to take necessary steps to 
protect those in these facilities. Older Coloradans and those with underlying health 
conditions are much more vulnerable to COVID-19.

The Governor also informed the public that guidance is forthcoming on protecting 



staff and those in our custody at Colorado’s 24/7 facilities such as correctional 
facilities.

The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment also provided 
information on social distancing, how to prevent community spread, ways 
Coloradans can reduce fear and take care of themselves. 

Watch the press conference here. 

Yesterday, Gov. Polis declared a state of emergency in response to COVID-19 
(coronavirus). 
The declaration will help ensure resources are available to the state to combat 
COVID-19. The Governor directed the Colorado Department of Labor and 
Employment to engage in emergency rulemaking to ensure workers in food 
handling, hospitality, child care, health care, and education can get paid sick leave 
to miss work if they exhibit flu-like symptoms and have to miss work awaiting 
testing results for COVID-19. The Governor encouraged the private sector of 
Colorado to voluntarily offer paid sick leave so that we can collectively do our part 
to contain the virus. The emergency rulemaking was released today. 

The declaration also directed the Department of Personnel and Administration 
(DPA) to engage in emergency rulemaking regarding state employees. The 
administration wants to ensure that state functions continue to run smoothly. For 
employees who may be put either in quarantine or isolation and can work from 
home, they should do so. If these workers fall ill and cannot perform their duties, 
they will be able to use paid leave, and the state will be flexible with that paid 
leave. For impacted employees who cannot work remotely, such as correctional 
officers, assisted living staff, etc., the administration is working to ensure paid 
leave options for those who are ill to ensure that those workers can continue to put 
food on the table while protecting public health.

The emergency declaration also directs the Department of Revenue to temporarily 
allow Coloradans over the age of 65 - a vulnerable population - to extend their 
driver's licenses online to avoid having to congregate at DMVs at this time.

The Colorado Department of Public Health and the Environment also opened a 
drive-up lab at their facility in Lowry to test anyone who has a note from their 
doctor stating that they meet the criteria for testing. You must still have a doctor’s 
order to get tested at the new drive-up lab. That facility is located at 8100 E Lowry 
Blvd., Denver, CO 80230.

This week, the Polis administration took action to ensure Coloradans can get tested 
for COVID-19 without financial fear. Last week, the Governor directed all state 
agencies to implement the State Emergency Operations Plan. This is a plan that the 
state has used in the past to respond to a variety of incidents, including natural 
disasters like fires and floods, and it is designed to ensure we have the resources 
and systems in place to respond to COVID-19. 
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PRESS RELEASE
For immediate release

Date: March 11, 2020
Contact: Cher Haavind at 303.318.8003 or 303.921.1977 
Website: ColoradoLaborLaw.gov

State Labor Department Releases Emergency
Rules on Paid Sick Leave for COVID-19

DENVER - Today the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment (CDLE)
published emergency rules which temporarily require employers in certain industries
to provide a small amount of paid sick leave to employees with flu-like symptoms
while awaiting COVID-19 testing.

The emergency rules take effect today for 30 days, or longer if the state of
emergency declared by the Governor continues.

“Colorado is acting swiftly to contain the spread of this virus. These steps are
important for individuals who work with vulnerable populations like older
Coloradans and people with underlying health issues. When workers who
might have Coronavirus lack paid sick leave, it poses a great risk to our ability
to protect the public,” said Gov. Polis. “People want to do right by their fellow

From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Press Release: State Labor Department Releases Emergency Rules on Paid Sick Leave for COVID-19
Date: Wednesday, March 11, 2020 3:58:59 PM



Coloradans and stay home when they are ill. But they shouldn’t be forced
between doing what’s best for our community or missing rent. I am asking the
entire private sector of Colorado to voluntarily offer paid sick leave pending
Coronavirus testing results so that we can collectively do our part to contain
the spread of the virus.”

On Tuesday, Governor Polis declared a state of emergency for Colorado in response
to COVID-19. Included in the Executive Order were directives for the Colorado
Department of Labor and Employment to 1) engage in emergency rulemaking for
temporary paid sick leave and 2) identify additional supports and wage replacement
such as access to unemployment insurance.  

The Colorado Health Emergency Leave with Pay Rules (“Colorado HELP” 7
CCR 1103-10) requires up to four days of paid sick for employees being tested for
coronavirus COVID-19 in select industries which include: leisure and hospitality; food
services; child care; education, including transportation, food service, and related
work at educational establishments; home health, if working with elderly, disabled, ill,
or otherwise high-risk individuals and; nursing homes and community living facilities.

The requirement is not on top of sick leave an employer already provides and does
not cover wage replacement should an employee test positive and require
quarantine resulting in lost work time and wages. 

Workers are covered regardless of pay rate or method (hourly, weekly, piece rate,
etc.); the daily pay during leave is either their established daily rate or, if their pay
fluctuates, their average daily pay for the past month.

Today’s emergency rules only speak to paid leave for the four-day period
required for testing.

Other wage replacement options, including unemployment insurance, are still under
review by the department to determine the specifics for compensation for those who
test positive. Under current state law, unemployment insurance benefits are only
available to workers who have become unemployed through no fault of their own.
The Department is currently reviewing options to expand eligibility under existing
rules. 

Under Colorado wage and hour law, CDLE’s Division of Labor Standards and
Statistics (DLSS) has authority under existing state law to promulgate rules when
“[t]he welfare of the state of Colorado demands that workers be protected from
conditions of labor that have a pernicious effect on their health and morals, and it is



therefore declared ... that inadequate wages and unsanitary conditions of labor exert
such pernicious effect” (C.R.S. 8-6-101(1)). 

FAQs and resource pages for both workers and employers can be found at
coloradolaborlaw.gov.
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UPDATE - Six Additional Pitkin County cases confirmed 
as 

Presumptive Positive Coronavirus today

Aspen, Colo. – Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment 
(CDPHE) has confirmed that six (6) additional people who were in contact with 
the Australian visitor have tested presumptively positive for Coronavirus.  

Pitkin County Public Health has established a local Coronavirus Hotline 970-
429-6186 staffed from 8 am to 8 pm seven days a week where it can be 
determined if you meet the criteria for Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. 

These additional positives are in addition to the previous three (3) 
presumptively positive patients that were announced earlier today.  This brings 
the number of presumptively positive people to nine (9). There is still one test 
outstanding. The testing process is overseen by the Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment. These individuals are considered “presumptive 
positive” until the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) confirm 
the cases.

Pitkin County Incident Management Team is in contact with those who tested 
presumptively positive as well as the local properties impacted. Systems are in 
place to address the needs of the affected individuals. The property managers 
have been given information on how to protect themselves and proper cleaning 
procedures to prevent the spread of Coronavirus.

If you are feeling ill with symptoms similar to those associated with 
COVID-19:

Manage your symptoms at home the same way you manage other cold 
symptoms. We want to reduce the risk of transmission, so to the extent 
possible, people with flu-like symptoms should remain at home.

If you need medical care, contact your primary care provider and 
schedule a visit. Let them know that you are concerned you might have 
COVID-19.

Only contact 9-1-1 for emergencies requiring immediate life-saving care 
and let them know if you are concerned you might have COVID-19.

Restrict visits to the hospital emergency room or urgent care - only 



individuals needing immediate care should visit these facilities. If you 
must visit an ER or urgent care facility, call ahead and let them know that 
you are concerned you might have COVID-19.

Pitkin County Community Coronavirus Hotline is available for questions, 
concerns and prescreening of the Coronavirus. Please call 970-429-
6186.

STAY INFORMED

The following are some steps our community can take to be informed and 
proactive:

Subscribe to the Pitkin Alert text message updates by texting CVIRUS to 
888-777.

Questions about coronavirus? Call the Pitkin County Community 
Coronavirus Hotline at 
(970) 429-6186  or the state of Colorado COVID Helpline at 1-877-462-
2911 or email COHELP@RMPDC.org.

People who are symptomatic AND have traveled to affected areas or have 
been in contact with a known patient can call the CDPHE general 
epidemiology hotline # 303-692-2700. This line is staffed seven days a 
week at from 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.        

Questions about coronavirus? Call the Pitkin County Community 
Coronavirus Hotline at 
(970) 429-6186  or the state of Colorado COVID Helpline at 1-877-462-
2911 or email COHELP@RMPDC.org.

There are also several channels for information: Colorado Department of Public 
Health , Pitkin County Public Health, and Pitkin County Public Health 
Facebook. 

There are effective ways to reduce the risk to yourself and the people 
you care about.

Frequently and thoroughly wash your hands with soap and water for 
at least 20 seconds. 

If soap and water are not available, use hand sanitizer with at 



least 60% alcohol.

Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the 
trash or use your inner elbow or sleeve.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands

Stay home if you’re sick, and keep your children home if they are 
sick.

Clean surfaces in your home, and personal items such as cell 
phones, using regular household products.

Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

Clean frequently touched surfaces and objects daily using regular 
household detergent and water

It is not necessary to wear a facemask to protect yourself if you are 
not sick. Face masks should be used by people who show 
symptoms of COVID-19 to help prevent the spread of the disease to 
others.
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MEDIA ADVISORY
Wednesday, March 11, 2020
Conor Cahill |conor.cahill@state.co.us |303-866-6324 

Gov. Polis to Provide Update on COVID-19

DENVER - Gov. Polis and public health and safety officials will provide an update on 
the state’s response to COVID-19 (coronavirus).

WHO: Gov. Jared Polis
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, Executive Director of the Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment 
Stan Hilkey, Executive Director of the Colorado Department of Public Safety
Mike Willis, Director, Colorado Office of Emergency Management

WHERE: State Capitol, Governor’s Office  

WHEN: Wednesday, March 11, 2020
5:00 PM MT 

Media Please RSVP to conor.cahill@state.co.us 
 The news conference will be live-streamed from the 

Governor’s Facebook page. 
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10 new presumptive positive cases in Colorado

CDPHE confirms limited community spread of COVID-19 in Colorado 

DENVER, March 11, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) identified 10 new presumptive positive cases of COVID-19, based on overnight 
testing results. The 10 new presumptive positive cases are in Pitkin, Eagle, Gunnison, 
Denver, Jefferson, and Arapahoe counties. That brings the total number of 
presumptive positive cases to 27, with one indeterminate case that public health is 
acting on as a presumptive positive. The state lab has run tests on approximately 300 
people in Colorado since testing started on February 28.

Based on the information CDPHE is receiving from presumptive positive cases, CDPHE 
has reason to suspect we are seeing limited community spread in Colorado. The 
Governor’s office will be holding a press conference at 5 p.m. tonight with more 
details. CDPHE has recommendations for ways to limit further community spread 
below. 

Case 1:
Gender: Male
Age: 70s



County of residence: Eagle
Exposure: Under investigation

Case 2:
Gender: Female
Age: 50s
County of residence: Gunnison
Exposure: Under investigation

Case 3:
Gender: Male
Age: 50s
County of Residence: In Pitkin County, but resident of Australia visiting Aspen
Exposure: Travel, close contact with individuals

Case 4: 
Gender: Female
Age: 20s
County of residence: In Pitkin County, but resident of Australia visiting Aspen
Exposure: Travel and contact with individuals

Case 5:
Gender: Female
Age: 70s
County of residence: Jefferson
Exposure: Travel

Case 6:
Gender: Male
Age: 70s
County of residence: Jefferson
Exposure: Travel

Case 7: 
Gender: Female
Age: 50s
County of residence: Gunnison
Exposure: Under investigation

Case 8:
Gender: Male
Age: 40s
County of residence: Denver
Exposure: Travel

Case 9:



Gender: Female
Age: 80s
County of residence: Arapahoe
Exposure: Under investigation

Case 10: 
Gender: Female
Age: 60s
County of Residence: In Pitkin County, but resident of Australia visiting Aspen
Exposure: Travel, close contact with individuals

Limited community spread (or transmission) means there are cases and outbreaks in 
certain communities where people became infected, and we are unable to identify the 
source. Limited person-to-person spread (or transmission) means a person in Colorado 
became infected from a known exposure to another person in Colorado.  

For limited community spread, community-based interventions such as school 
dismissals, event cancellations, and creating employee plans to work remotely can 
help slow the spread of COVID-19. If there is ongoing spread in a community, local and 
state officials, in consultation with federal officials when appropriate, will make 
decisions about implementing community interventions based on the scope of 
community spread. Community interventions may be different for each community.

 

No matter where you live, everyone should practice daily preventive actions to reduce 
the risk of transmission, especially to people who may experience more severe illness. 
People in high-risk categories include:

Older people (over age 60), especially those over 80 years.

People who have chronic medical conditions like heart, lung, or kidney disease, 
or diabetes.

Older people with chronic medical conditions are at greatest risk.

Other ways people can help reduce the spread of COVID-19 in communities:

Stay home when sick.

Don’t shake hands in greeting -- instead bump fists or elbows.

When possible, increase the distance between people. Six feet is a distance that 
reduces the transmission of the virus.



If there is active transmission between multiple people in your community, 
consider reducing the number of large group gatherings.    

Try to go out as little as possible. 

Discourage children and teens from gathering in other public places while school 
is dismissed to help slow the spread of COVID-19 in the community. 

Consider ways of getting food brought to your house through family, social, or 
commercial networks.

If you have older or at-risk neighbors/family members check in with them 
frequently and see if they have any specific needs. 

These measures could reduce the strain on local health care systems and help ensure 
that those who need treatment are able to get it. 

State officials will share more information at a press conference at 5 p.m. today at 
the Governor’s Office at the state capitol. Media advisory to follow.

To ensure expedience on reporting presumptive positive cases, the state will provide 
overall testing statistics as soon as we are able on the website. 

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.

 
###
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A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/10/2020

Governor, Lt. Gov. First Gentleman & Administration

Denver Post: Colorado Gov. Jared Polis declares state of emergency over coronavirus
“We need more testing because the sooner we can identify positive cases and hotspots… the more 
effectively we can isolate those who test positive and we can limit and slow the spread of the virus,” 
he said.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/10/coronavirus-colorado-state-of-emergency/

Denver Post: Paid sick leave for workers awaiting coronavirus test results covered by Gov. Polis’ 
directive
“It’s a tough situation all around,” she said. “You have poor workers who can’t afford to not go to 
work. These are also small businesses that can’t afford to pay people to be at home. It is a perfect 
storm of challenges.”
Erin Markham is one of those owners. She said there’s no way she can afford to pay an employee of 
her restaurant Saucy Noodle Italian restaurant four days’ wages while out.
“I’ve got ads out on Indeed, notices in the windows, and I’m working 85 hours a week myself,” she 
said. “Certainly, I wouldn’t force anyone to work, but to pay them would be a problem. That’s not 
something a small business can afford.”
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/10/coronavirus-testing-hourly-employees-colorado/

Aurora Sentinel: Man, 50, in serious condition with COVID-19 virus is 2nd Arapahoe County case
Three cases were confirmed just before Polis made the declaration, one in Arapahoe County. Aurora 
Mayor Mike Coffman said on Facebook that the base commander at Buckley Air Force Base notified 
him that “the family of an airman is now being quarantined in their home after the wife was tested 
locally and is believed to have the coronavirus (presumptive) but they are still waiting confirmation 
from the Center for Disease Control.”

https://sentinelcolorado.com/news/state-and-region/colorado-news/gov-polis-declares-state-of-
emergency-after-covid-19-cases-rise-to-15-across-multiple-counties/

Daily Camera: Nederland Board of Trustees postpones recommendation for Frozen Dead Guy Days 
cancellation
In light of Gov. Jared Polis declaring a state of emergency regarding the spread of coronavirus in 
Colorado, the Nederland Board of Trustees was expected to make a recommendation on Tuesday as 
to whether Frozen Dead Guy Days, which was scheduled for March 14, should be canceled this year.
https://www.dailycamera.com/2020/03/10/nederland-board-of-trustees-postpones-
recommendation-for-frozen-dead-guy-days-cancellation/

CBS4: Colorado Gets Drive-Thru Coronavirus Testing
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis made it clear you can’t just show up for the drive-thru tests being 
conducted at the Lowry State Health Department lab facility.
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/10/colorado-drive-thru-coronavirus-testing/

9news: Polis declares state of emergency in response to coronavirus cases
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/colorado-gov-jared-polis-d-on-tuesday-



declared-a-state-of-emergency-in-response-to-recent-cases-of-covid-19-in-the-state/73-6bbff582-
735c-4c8e-93bc-a8bf712697c1

@KyleClark:  Colorado needed clear, calm, informed leadership on #COVIDー19. Leadership based 
on science and action, not hope and delay.  @GovofCO Polis provided that today. He's set a high 
standard. We intend to hold him to it, as should every Coloradan. #HeyNext #9NEWS
https://twitter.com/kyleclark/status/1237551472637644802?s=21 
https://www.facebook.com/Nexton9NEWS/videos/2631331297150540/ 

9news: Next with Kyle Clark full show 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16ST811ilLo

GJ Sentinel: Polis declares state of emergency over coronavirus
Surrounded by several members of his Cabinet and Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment, the governor advised the public not to panic over the matter, but be cognizant of 
potential impacts the the state's most vulnerable population, primarily older Coloradans.
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/polis-declares-state-of-emergency-over-
coronavirus/article_a478e3bc-62ee-11ea-8612-ef2cfc3d932f.html

Colorado Sun: Is Colorado College the first of many Colorado schools that will cancel in-person 
classes as coronavirus rages?
Colorado College’s cited Jared Polis’ move on Tuesday to declare a state of emergency as part of its 
announcement. The number of cases rose to at least 17 on Tuesday, including an El Paso County man 
in his 40s who is recovering after being diagnosed with COVID-19, as the coronavirus is formally 
known.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/10/colorado-colleges-universities-coronavirus-response/

Business Insider: Colorado's governor just declared a state of emergency over the coronavirus
https://www.businessinsider.com/colorado-governor-declares-state-of-emergency-over-
coronavirus-covid-19-2020-3 

CPR: Colorado Will Require Paid Sick Leave For 15% Of Workers In Response To Coronavirus
Polis described the new rule as a crucial public safety step. Without paid leave, people in low-wage 
jobs may work through illnesses in order to pay their bills.
“When those workers lack access to paid sick leave, it poses a great risk to our ability to protect the 
public,” Polis said.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/10/colorado-will-require-paid-sick-leave-for-15-of-workers-in-
response-to-coronavirus/ 

Daily Camera: Boulder County homeless, senior service providers ramping up precautions as 
coronavirus spreads across Colorado

https://www.dailycamera.com/2020/03/10/boulder-county-homeless-senior-service-providers-
ramping-up-precautions-as-coronavirus-spreads-across-colorado/ 

CBS4: Small Colorado Businesses Concerned With Coronavirus Executive Order
The Colorado Restaurant Association said in a press release,
“The restaurant industry is one of the most highly trained industries in matters of disease 
transmission and prevention, and guest health and safety is a top priority. Restaurants have always 
used proven methods to prevent the spread of disease including requiring employees who are sick to 
stay home.  As employees are our most valuable resource, it is already common practice for 



restaurateurs to work with their employees to enable this without causing undue financial hardship. 
We ask that the Governor’s office and the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment allow us 
to work with them to create an emergency rule that will protect our employees, our businesses and 
the public.”
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/10/small-business-coronavirus-colorado/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=serd7QjALAs

Longmont Times Call: Longmont directs city staff: No out-of-state business trips through May
Seader said that as of Tuesday evening, Longmont is unsure what Gov. Jared Polis’ Tuesday morning 
declaration of a state of emergency over COVID-19, the disease caused by the new coronavirus, might 
mean for local governments like Longmont’s.
https://www.timescall.com/2020/03/10/longmont-directs-city-staff-no-out-of-state-business-trips-
through-may/

Colorado Politics: Highway director talks 10-year wish list with Colorado Concern
State highway director Shoshana Lew paints the fullest picture to date about the outlines of the 10-
year priorities of her boss, Gov. Jared Polis, this week in a podcast with former state Sen. Mike 
Kopp, president and CEO of the Colorado Concern business group.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/legislature/highway-director-talks--year-wish-list-with-
colorado-concern/article_f12c8106-631f-11ea-ada4-b33dfbf9c2de.html

CBS4: This Is What The State Of Emergency In Colorado Means To You
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/10/coronavirus-colorado-state-emergency/

Chieftain: Colorado declares state of emergency for coronavirus
Pueblo’s annual cannabis institute conference postponed
https://www.chieftain.com/news/20200310/colorado-declares-state-of-emergency-for-
coronavirus 

CU Independent: Thousands sign online petition to close CU Boulder amid coronavirus spread
https://cuindependent.com/2020/03/10/cu-boulder-coronavirus-petition-shut-campus/

9news: Colorado College extends spring break, will move to online classes due to coronavirus
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/colorado-college-extends-spring-break-
will-move-to-online-classes-due-to-coronavirus/73-56622f7d-1f0e-494e-8a1c-83b424fa47bb

IB Times: Coronavirus USA Update: Colorado Declares State Of Emergency, New York Creates 
'Containment Zone'
https://www.ibtimes.com/coronavirus-usa-update-colorado-declares-state-emergency-new-york-
creates-containment-2937675 

CPR: “We Are In Pandemic Territory”: All Hands On Deck As Hospitals Prep For Coronavirus Surge

The day before Gov. Jared Polis announced new emergency measures, nearly 300 people from 
hospitals around the state joined a conference call conducted by the Colorado Hospital Association to 
discuss the gravity of the situation and what steps to take. “We are in pandemic territory,” said Dr. 
Daniel Shodell, the deputy director of the state’s Division of Disease Control and Public Health 
Response, although he steered clear of saying it was a pandemic now. “We are taking this very 
seriously, and the geographic and population spread is of great concern.” 
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/10/we-are-in-pandemic-territory-all-hands-on-deck-as-hospitals-
prep-for-coronavirus-surge/ 



CPR: Colorado Lawmakers Ask: What Happens At The Capitol If Coronavirus Spreads?
“I'm concerned that we don't actually know how widespread [coronavirus] is,” said Democratic House 
Majority Leader Alec Garnett. He said he’s personally worried enough to have started stocking up on 
extra groceries, and he wants to be proactive at the Capitol too.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/10/state-lawmakers-ask-what-happens-at-the-capitol-if-coronavirus-
spreads/

Denver7: Denver-area woman says she hasn't received COVID-19 test results after four days
Her doctor confirmed with Denver7 her office has not been able to get answers from the state, and 
neither can she. The reason? The backlog has already begun.
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/national/coronavirus/denver-area-woman-says-she-
hasnt-received-covid-19-test-results-after-four-days

Denver Post: State basketball, hockey will not be derailed by Gov. Polis’ emergency declaration, 
CHSAA says
“Our plan is to conduct the championship events unless directed by state agencies and/or facility 
administration of cancellations,” Blanford-Green said in the statement.
The state hockey final between Valor Christian and Fort Collins is Tuesday night at Pepsi Center.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/10/state-basketball-polis-emergency-declaration-chsaa/ 

NBC: Colorado declares state of emergency in response to coronavirus outbreak
“Our top priority is protecting public health and our vulnerable populations, which is why we are 
taking swift bold action," Polis said in a statement. "Our administration's response will be guided by 
the science and lessons learned from the countries and states that this virus arrived in first.”
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/live-blog/coronavirus-updates-live-u-s-europe-
brace-infection-spread-italy-n1153801/ncrd1154666#liveBlogHeader

Colorado Politics: Gov. Jared Polis announces state of emergency due to novel coronavirus
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/gov-jared-polis-announces-state-of-emergency-due-to-
novel/article_29f7a4ac-62da-11ea-8601-db055ce1515e.html 

Gunnison Times:  COVID-19 reported in Gunnison County
Patient is self-isolating
https://www.gunnisontimes.com/content/covid-19-reported-gunnison-county

KRDO: Coloradans worry cruises and airlines will cancel trips amid COVID-19 concerns
https://krdo.com/news/2020/03/10/coloradans-worry-cruises-and-airlines-will-cancel-trips-amid-
covid-19-concerns/ 

Gazette: Coronavirus worries not yet shutting down concerts or events in Colorado Springs
https://gazette.com/news/local/coronavirus-worries-aren-t-shutting-down-concerts-or-events-
in/article_3ccfc480-6256-11ea-ac16-1f75be8a7530.html

Denver Post: Coronavirus fears prompt postponement of hemp expo, cancellation of medical 
conference
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/10/coronavirus-colorado-hemp-expo-medical-conference/ 

Tweet: @girlsreallyrule
Gov. Polis declared a state of emergency in CO and will make sure service industry folks get paid 
sick leave, is demanding out of pocket testing costs be waived and is opening up a drive-up testing 
facility.



This is how it's done. #CoronavirusOutbreak
https://twitter.com/girlsreallyrule/status/1237453381175820289

FOX31: Gov. Polis declares state of emergency in Colorado due to coronavirus
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/governor-polis-declares-a-state-of-emergency-in-colorado-
announces-15th-presumptive-positive-case/

Westword: Cruel Coronavirus Math Postpones 9Health Fair
https://www.westword.com/news/9health-fair-postponed-because-of-coronavirus-and-covid-19-
in-spring-2020-11661396

Gazette: Schools taking steps to protect students, staff, while continuing job of education
“The neatest thing is seeing the coordination between school districts,” said Christine O’Brien, 
spokeswoman for Harrison School District 2 in Colorado Springs. “Everybody is doing the same kind of 
thing, and we’re all working together.”
https://gazette.com/news/schools-taking-steps-to-protect-students-staff-while-continuing-
job/article_ae47e7c0-631c-11ea-bbb6-f358d17cd7a3.html

KOB4: San Juan Basin Public Health activates department operations center to prepare for 
coronavirus
Gov. Jared Polis’ emergency declaration should help with San Juan Basin’s response.
“It gives us access to resources and more legal flexibility to take steps now to protect the most 
vulnerable and better contain the outbreak,” Gov. Polis said.
https://www.kob.com/new-mexico-news/san-juan-basin-public-health-activates-department-
operations-center-to-prepare-for-coronavirus/5670446/

Brighton Standard Blade: No COVID-19 presumptive cases in county yet, but local agencies 
prepare

https://www.thebrightonblade.com/content/no-covid-19-presumptive-cases-county-yet-local-
agencies-prepare

Steamboat Pilot: Our view: Stay calm, wash your hands and stop hoarding toilet paper
(EDITORIAL) 
This is not a time to overreact. Instead, it’s a time for thoughtful preparedness. The virus has not 
been contained, and according to the CDC, the complete clinical picture of the virus is unknown. 
What we do know is symptoms of the virus range from very mild in the majority of cases to very 
severe among older people and those suffering from underlying health conditions, like heart disease, 
lung disease and diabetes.
https://www.steamboatpilot.com/news/our-view-stay-calm-wash-your-hands-and-stop-hoarding-
toilet-paper/

Journal Advocate: Commissioners consider response should coronavirus show up in Logan County
Marilee Johnson, who manages the Logan County Visitor Center at the I-76 Sterling interchange, said 
some volunteers there, most of whom are elderly, already are staying away for fear of being exposed 
to travelers coming through. Part-time employees are taking up the slack so far, she said.

Commissioner Jane Bauder voiced concern for first responders who answer 911 calls and end up being 
exposed to coronavirus, and thus need to be quarantined.

“We can have that happen three times, and we’re out of first responders,” she said.



https://www.journal-advocate.com/2020/03/10/commissioners-consider-response-should-
coronavirus-show-up-in-logan-county/

Colorado Sun: Gov. Jared Polis declares state of emergency in response to coronavirus outbreak
Polis said the state hopes to be opening more drive-through testing sites soon, including one 
somewhere in the mountains, where a number of cases have been identified.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/10/colorado-state-of-emergency-coronavirus-jared-polis/ 
Tweet: @kasie Hunt MSNBC 
“The state has 900 test kits for the coronavirus, but Polis said he asked Vice President Mike 
Pence for more testing kits on Monday.”
https://twitter.com/kasie/status/1237434729097502726

KKCTO: Governor declares state of emergency, case confirmed in Gunnison County
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/15-total-cases-of-COVID-19-in-Colorado-one-
confirmed-case-in-Gunnison-County--568667371.html

Sentinel: Gov. Polis declares state of emergency after COVID-19 cases rise to 15 across multiple 
counties
In the coming days Polis said the state will be issuing guidelines to schools and nursing homes on how 
best to protect communities from spread of the virus. 
https://sentinelcolorado.com/news/state-and-region/colorado-news/gov-polis-declares-state-of-
emergency-after-covid-19-cases-rise-to-15-across-multiple-counties/

CBS4: Coronavirus: Buckley Air Force Base Closes Child Development Center After Parent Tests 
Positive
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/10/coronavirus-buckley-aurora-colorado-child-care-center-
positive/

Denver7: Colorado governor declares state of emergency to increase COVID-19 testing, implement 
paid sick leave
“We’re acting quickly and decisively because the quicker we can respond, the quicker we can protect 
the most vulnerable,” Polis said, adding that the severe cases and fatal cases seen in other areas of 
the country and world have more-often involved older people.
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/national/coronavirus/colorado-governor-declares-state-
of-emergency-to-increase-covid-19-testing-implement-paid-sick-leave

AP, Fox31: Governor Polis declares a state of emergency in Colorado; announces 15th 
‘presumptive positive’ case
https://kdvr.com/news/governor-polis-declares-a-state-of-emergency-in-colorado-announces-15th-
presumptive-positive-case/ 

Denver Post: Colorado congresswoman moves to make coronavirus testing free nationwide
DeGette bill would force insurers to offer the test at no cost to patients
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/10/coronavirus-testing-diana-degette-congress/ 

Gazette: Cybersecurity center cancels symposium in Denver due to coronavirus
The cancellation was announced less than hour after Gov. Jared Polis declared a state of emergency 
to contain the spread of COVID-19, the novel coronavirus. Polis said at the time of the announcement 
the state had 15 cases, including an El Paso County man in his 40s. The declaration allows the state 
to tap into additional resources, Polis said Tuesday during a news conference.
https://gazette.com/business/cybersecurity-center-cancels-symposium-in-denver-due-to-



coronavirus/article_c97aaff0-62ef-11ea-b676-ab6aba911fdb.html

Canon Daily Record: Fremont County officials work on coronavirus plan, aim to keep public panic 
down
“We don’t want anybody to panic,” said Fremont County Emergency Manager Mykel Kroll. “We are 
working on this; we are working with public health, hospitals, emergency responders and hospital 
emergency management staff all over the county.”

https://www.canoncitydailyrecord.com/2020/03/10/fremont-county-officials-work-on-coronavirus-
plan-aim-to-keep-public-panic-down/ 

CBS4: Coronavirus: Gov. Jared Polis Declares State Of Emergency In Colorado
“We will continue the pressure on our federal government to rapidly expand testing capacity and 
ensure that Colorado has enough tests that we can identify positive cases, isolate them and 
quarantine those who may have been exposed,” said Polis.
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/10/coronavirus-jared-polis-state-emergency-colorado/ 

The Hill: Colorado governor declares state of emergency, calls to increase COVID-19 testing
“At the end of the day, the success of our response depends on individual responsibility,” Polis said. 
“It depends on the public taking the threat as seriously as public health officials.”
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/public-global-health/486850-colorado-governor-declar
Es-state-of-emergency-calls-to

CBS4: Coronavirus Closings: List Of Colorado Events Being Canceled Or Postponed
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/10/coronavirus-events-canceled-colorado-denver-postponed-
list/ 

Breitbart: Colorado, North Carolina Declare State of Emergency over Coronavirus
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2020/03/10/colorado-north-carolina-declare-state-of-
emergency-over-coronavirus/ 

Colorado Community Media: First two COVID-19 cases confirmed in Arapahoe County; governor 
declares state of emergency for Colorado
The emergency declaration gives Polis broad powers to quarantine individuals, close public buildings 
and take other actions related to COVID-19.
https://englewoodherald.net/stories/coronavirus-covid-19-cases-arapahoe-county-state-of-
emergency,295952 

Solar Power World: Colorado town subscribes to 3.6 MW of community solar to power all municipal 
facilities
https://www.solarpowerworldonline.com/2020/03/colorado-town-subscribes-to-community-solar-to-
power-all-municipal-facilities/

Vail Daily: Town of Vail closes annual community meeting over COVID-19 concerns
Town officials Tuesday afternoon decided to close the annual event to the public. According to a 
release, the step was taken out of “an abundance of caution.” Mayor Dave Chapin gave a state of the 
town address, and Town Manager Scott Robson also spoke. The event also honored Josef Staufer as 
this year’s winner of the Vail Trailblazer Award. High Five Access Media recorded the event, and it 
will be available both on local cable channel 5 and online.
https://www.vaildaily.com/news/town-of-vail-closes-annual-community-meeting/



Vail Daily: Third case of coronavirus confirmed in Eagle County as Gov. Jared Polis declares state 
of emergency
https://www.vaildaily.com/news/third-case-of-coronavirus-confirmed-in-eagle-county-as-gov-
jared-polis-declares-state-of-emergency/

Coloradan: Feeling Sick and worried about Coronavirus? Colorado officials say take these steps 
https://www.coloradoan.com/get-access/?
return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coloradoan.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2F2020%2F03%2F10%2Fcolorado-
coronavirus-symptoms-sick-testing-resources-care-questions%2F5010601002%2F 

Denverite: City, organizers cancel the Denver St. Patrick’s Day Parade over coronavirus fears
Just yesterday, Hancock and organizers said the parade was still on despite concerns over COVID-19. 
Gov. Jared Polis declared a state of emergency on Tuesday.
https://denverite.com/2020/03/10/city-organizers-cancel-the-denver-st-patricks-day-parade-over-
coronavirus-fears/

Longmont Observer: Governor Polis Declares A Public Health Emergency To Address Coronavirus
https://longmontobserver.org/featured/governor-polis-declares-a-public-health-emergency-to-
address-coronavirus/ 

GJ Sentinel: Ensuring Colorado's 3rd CD is prepared for coronavirus (Tipton op-ed) 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/columns/ensuring-colorado-s-rd-cd-is-prepared-for-
coronavirus/article 3a5d228a-626d-11ea-b2e2-bf76c9e0d6d5.html 

CPR: Sorry Colorado Springs, The Search For A Home For Space Command Is Starting Over
“I love the Air Force Academy. And you have all of the infrastructure, so you’re being very strongly 
considered,” he said, promising a decision by the end of the year.
Shortly before the President’s speech, Gov. Jared Polis visited him on Air Force One to make the case 
for Colorado.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/10/sorry-colorado-springs-the-search-for-a-home-for-space-command-
is-starting-over/ 

Westword: Hemp, CBD Industries Thankful for Less Federal Interference
Among the Colorado politicians campaigning for less restrictive hemp rules was Governor Jared Polis. 
“Colorado is leading the way when it comes to hemp production and cultivation. I'm relieved that the 
USDA and Secretary Perdue are recognizing the concerns that Colorado raised in our comments on the 
interim final rule,” he says in a statement. “This move will help create more job opportunities, and 
will help our farmers and our economy.”
https://www.westword.com/marijuana/colorado-hemp-and-cbd-industries-thankful-for-less-federal-
interference-11657049 

CPR: Gov. Polis Supports Death Penalty Repeal, But He Has A Big Decision To Make Before Signing 
It
Sen. Julie Gonzales, a co-sponsor, said she understood the governor was talking to a "broad 
spectrum" of people affected by the death penalty. Dozens of victims' family members have testified 
for repeal, saying executions won't help their pain.

"Every step of the way, I've been really intentional to give folks time and to listen and to be able to 
have these conversations. I respect the governor's approach -- but yeah, there are lots of folks who 
have questions, who just want to know when Colorado, when we actually sign this bill into the law," 



said Gonzales, a Democrat.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/10/gov-polis-supports-death-penalty-repeal-but-he-has-a-big-decision-
to-make-before-signing-it/

Denver Post: Colorado passes bill to replace Columbus Day with Cabrini Day

https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/10/colorado-columbus-day-cabrini-day/

CBS4: Bill To Replace Columbus Day In Colorado Heads To Governor’s Desk
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/10/bill-columbus-day-colorado/

Colorado

Colorado Sun: Colorado lawmakers wanted to tackle the state’s PFAS problem. They are taking 
more of a baby step.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/10/pfas-contamination-state-regulation/

FOX31: Colorado state representative responds to congressman’s ‘come and take it’ tweet about 
AR-15
https://kdvr.com/news/politics/colorado-state-representative-responds-to-congressmans-come-
and-take-it-tweet-about-ar-15/

Colorado Independent: Government watchdog: Trump hasn’t justified BLM move to Colorado
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/10/blm-headquarters-move-colorado-gao-report/

US

HuffPost: Joe Biden Sweeps More Primaries, Solidifying His Path To The Democratic Nomination
Biden won by a landslide in Mississippi, Missouri, and Michigan, putting on another commanding 
performance after his decisive wins in last week’s Super Tuesday contests. A coalition of diverse 
voters swung heavily in his favor over Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont, whose campaign struggled to 
make up the difference with younger Americans and now faces a critical decision whether to 
continue his campaign.
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/joe-biden-democratic-primaries-
2020_n_5e681a44c5b60557280d2b46

USA Today: Coronavirus updates: Suburban New York to enact 'containment' area, close schools; 
US tops 1,000 confirmed cases
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2020/03/10/coronavirus-live-updates-us-death-toll-
dow-jones-donald-trump/5002558002 

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa < @state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: long-term care guidance
Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 10:02:48 PM
Attachments: DHS Long-Term Care COVID-19 Visitation Policy 2020-0310 FINAL (002).docx

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>
Date: Tue, Mar 10, 2020 at 3:42 PM
Subject: long-term care guidance
To: Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa @state.co.us>

This just went out.

 

Nik Blosser

Chief of Staff

Governor Kate Brown

503-373-1565

 

 

From: Rosa Klein <Rosa.KLEIN@oregon.gov>
Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 1:54 PM
To: BLOSSER Nik * GOV <Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>, Berri Leslie <Berri.Leslie@oregon.gov>
Cc: EDLUND Tina * GOV <Tina.EDLUND@oregon.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Final Draft

 

This will go out at 2:30- OHCA has reviewed and provided input. 

 

Rosa Klein

Human Services Policy Advisor

Office of Governor Kate Brown

Assistant:  Katherine Bartlett, 503-378-8472

Rosa.klein@oregon.gov

Pronouns: she/her/hers

 

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff
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• During this uncertain time, if you determine you are unable to work or are
uncomfortable at work, you can choose to stay home. To ensure you feel
supported making this choice, we will waive our attendance occurrence policy
through the end of April, but please call in as usual to let us know. In order to
be paid for this time, you may use your regular paid time off options.

 

• If your store, club, office or distribution center is part of a mandated
quarantine or if you’re required to quarantine by a government agency or by
Walmart, you will receive up to two weeks of pay, and absences during the time
you are out will not count against attendance. We’ve chosen two weeks because
it matches the recommended time for quarantines related to this virus.

 

• Should an associate have a confirmed case of the virus, they’ll receive up to
two weeks of pay. If they’re not able to return to work after that time, additional
pay replacement may be provided for up to 26 weeks for both full-time and
part-time hourly associates.

 

Best Regards,

 

Ryan Irsik

 

Ryan Irsik Public Affairs & Government Relations

CO, KS, NE, SD

Cell 479.715.1213

ryan.irsik@walmart.com

 

Walmart 

702 Southwest 8th Street

Bentonville, AR 72716-0350

Saving people money so they can live better.

 







 

Your health is our priority, and, as we’ve said before, we want any
associate who is not feeling well to stay home. So, we have created
a COVID-19 emergency leave policy, which is effective
immediately, to ensure you have the support you need. Let us
describe three different circumstances:

 

• During this uncertain time, if you determine you are unable to
work or are uncomfortable at work, you can choose to stay home.
To ensure you feel supported making this choice, we will waive our
attendance occurrence policy through the end of April, but please
call in as usual to let us know. In order to be paid for this time, you
may use your regular paid time off options.

 

• If your store, club, office or distribution center is part of a
mandated quarantine or if you’re required to quarantine by a
government agency or by Walmart, you will receive up to two
weeks of pay, and absences during the time you are out will not
count against attendance. We’ve chosen two weeks because it
matches the recommended time for quarantines related to this virus.

 

• Should an associate have a confirmed case of the virus, they’ll
receive up to two weeks of pay. If they’re not able to return to work
after that time, additional pay replacement may be provided for up
to 26 weeks for both full-time and part-time hourly associates.

 

Best Regards,

 

Ryan Irsik

 

Ryan Irsik Public Affairs & Government Relations

CO, KS, NE, SD

Cell 479.715.1213

ryan.irsik@walmart.com

 



Walmart 

702 Southwest 8th Street

Bentonville, AR 72716-0350

Saving people money so they can live better.

 

-- 

Danielle Oliveto

Deputy Chief of Staff

C 303.913.3276 P 303.866.6452
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
Danielle.Oliveto@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages
sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may
be subject to public disclosure.

<New COVID-19 policy to support the health of our
associates.pdf>

-- 

Danielle Oliveto

Deputy Chief of Staff

C 303.913.3276 P 303.866.6452
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
Danielle.Oliveto@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.





associate who is not feeling well to stay home. So, we have created a
COVID-19 emergency leave policy, which is effective immediately,
to ensure you have the support you need. Let us describe three
different circumstances:

 

• During this uncertain time, if you determine you are unable to work
or are uncomfortable at work, you can choose to stay home. To
ensure you feel supported making this choice, we will waive our
attendance occurrence policy through the end of April, but please call
in as usual to let us know. In order to be paid for this time, you may
use your regular paid time off options.

 

• If your store, club, office or distribution center is part of a mandated
quarantine or if you’re required to quarantine by a government
agency or by Walmart, you will receive up to two weeks of pay, and
absences during the time you are out will not count against
attendance. We’ve chosen two weeks because it matches the
recommended time for quarantines related to this virus.

 

• Should an associate have a confirmed case of the virus, they’ll
receive up to two weeks of pay. If they’re not able to return to work
after that time, additional pay replacement may be provided for up to
26 weeks for both full-time and part-time hourly associates.

 

Best Regards,

 

Ryan Irsik

 

Ryan Irsik Public Affairs & Government Relations

CO, KS, NE, SD

Cell 479.715.1213

ryan.irsik@walmart.com

 

Walmart 

702 Southwest 8th Street







 

• During this uncertain time, if you determine you are unable to work or are
uncomfortable at work, you can choose to stay home. To ensure you feel
supported making this choice, we will waive our attendance occurrence policy
through the end of April, but please call in as usual to let us know. In order to
be paid for this time, you may use your regular paid time off options.

 

• If your store, club, office or distribution center is part of a mandated
quarantine or if you’re required to quarantine by a government agency or by
Walmart, you will receive up to two weeks of pay, and absences during the time
you are out will not count against attendance. We’ve chosen two weeks because
it matches the recommended time for quarantines related to this virus.

 

• Should an associate have a confirmed case of the virus, they’ll receive up to
two weeks of pay. If they’re not able to return to work after that time, additional
pay replacement may be provided for up to 26 weeks for both full-time and
part-time hourly associates.

 

Best Regards,

 

Ryan Irsik

 

Ryan Irsik Public Affairs & Government Relations

CO, KS, NE, SD

Cell 479.715.1213

ryan.irsik@walmart.com

 

Walmart 

702 Southwest 8th Street

Bentonville, AR 72716-0350

Saving people money so they can live better.

 







uncomfortable at work, you can choose to stay home. To ensure you feel
supported making this choice, we will waive our attendance occurrence policy
through the end of April, but please call in as usual to let us know. In order to be
paid for this time, you may use your regular paid time off options.

 

• If your store, club, office or distribution center is part of a mandated quarantine
or if you’re required to quarantine by a government agency or by Walmart, you
will receive up to two weeks of pay, and absences during the time you are out will
not count against attendance. We’ve chosen two weeks because it matches the
recommended time for quarantines related to this virus.

 

• Should an associate have a confirmed case of the virus, they’ll receive up to two
weeks of pay. If they’re not able to return to work after that time, additional pay
replacement may be provided for up to 26 weeks for both full-time and part-time
hourly associates.

 

Best Regards,

 

Ryan Irsik

 

Ryan Irsik Public Affairs & Government Relations

CO, KS, NE, SD

Cell 479.715.1213

ryan.irsik@walmart.com

 

Walmart 

702 Southwest 8th Street

Bentonville, AR 72716-0350

Saving people money so they can live better.

 

-- 











From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Release: CDPHE to open first drive-up testing center at State Lab in Lowry
Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 8:21:05 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Tue, Mar 10, 2020 at 8:19 PM
Subject: Release: CDPHE to open first drive-up testing center at State Lab in Lowry
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT: 
COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)
Email: media info@state.co.us 

 
 

CDPHE to open first drive-up testing center at State Lab in Lowry
 
DENVER, March 10, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment will 
open the state’s first community testing center for COVID-19 at the state lab tomorrow at 
10 a.m. on Wednesday, March 11. 

This will be a drive-up testing center at 8100 E. Lowry Blvd, Denver, CO 80230 for 
patients meeting the requirements listed below. This week, the center will be open 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m Wednesday - Friday. CDPHE will post next week’s schedule on our website 
when it’s available. 

In order to be tested at the state’s community testing center, individuals must have an 
order from their doctor confirming they meet the testing criteria and need to be tested, 
and photo identification that matches the name on the doctor’s order.

Depending on test volume, individuals will be contacted directly with their results within 
72 hours. While waiting for their test results, individuals should stay at home. Those who 
receive positive test results may be issued isolation orders. 

People who come to be tested should know and do the following: 

Bring a written or electronic copy of the doctor’s order. Individuals should not go to 
their doctor’s office but should call to get an emailed or faxed copy of the order. 



If there are multiple people in one vehicle, each person to be tested must have 
their own doctor’s order.

Bring a form of photo ID (driver’s license, school ID, work badge, etc.) that 
matches the name on the doctor’s order. 

Individuals will drive through a secured area and will remain in their vehicles 
throughout the entire testing process. 

Even though we highly discourage it, members of the media may be present. State 
health department staff are working with the media to protect patient privacy. 

Be prepared for long wait times. No restrooms will be available. 

Bring water and other items to be comfortable while waiting. 

Testing is free. Proof of insurance is not required. 

Telephonic interpretation will be available for speakers of other languages. 

This testing center will help the state test as many people as possible and improve the 
public health response by identifying and isolating those who are ill. This approach also 
helps to protect older adults and people with compromised immune systems. 

The lab’s capacity for testing has increased. Right now, the lab has enough test 
availability for several days and will continue to receive additional tests from the CDC. 

To respect and protect patient privacy, we ask that members of the media do not go 
to the area while testing is occurring between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. It could discourage 
patients from getting tested. In order to be accommodating, CDPHE suggests that 
media who are planning to film exteriors of the lab should do so only when testing is 
not going on. 

Again, to protect patient privacy, we kindly ask that members of the media do not go to 
the facility while testing is occurring.

####
-- 
Conor Cahill
Press Secretary 



C 617-851-2125 
P 303-866-6324
conor.cahill@state.co.us |  www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.





Mailing Address 633 17th Street., Suite 1200, Denver, CO 80202
Urgent Needs and Meeting Scheduling daniel.chase@state.co.us and (303) 585-1984
Scheduling Speaking Engagements Use this link

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Release: Two presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado this afternoon
Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 6:22:11 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Tue, Mar 10, 2020 at 6:02 PM
Subject: Release: Two presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado this
afternoon
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

 

INFORMACIÓN SEGUIDA EN ESPAÑOL
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 
Two presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado this afternoon

DENVER, March 10, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment’s 
(CDPHE) state lab identified two presumptive positive cases of COVID-19, based on 
testing results from this afternoon. To ensure expedience on reporting out presumptive 
positives, the state will provide overall testing statistics as soon as we are able on the 
website. 

The positive cases are:
Case #1

Sex: Male

Age: 50s

County of residence: Jefferson

Case #2

Sex: Female 



Age: Teenage

County of residence: Denver

Local public health agencies are leading these investigations and will provide 
additional details as necessary to protect public health. The investigations are ongoing.

An update:  Earlier we reported a presumptive positive case as a woman in her 40s 
from Gunnison County. She is from Denver County with ties to Gunnison County.

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus

 
###

 
Se registran 2 nuevos presuntos casos de COVID-19 en Colorado

DENVER, Marzo 10, 2020: El laboratorio del Departamento de Salud y Medioambiente de 
Colorado (CDPHE) identificó 2 nuevos presuntos casos de COVID-19, basados en exámenes 
llevados a cabo durante la tarde.  Para asegurar la rapidez en los casos presuntamente 
positivos, el estado proveerá todas las estadísticas de las pruebas en la medida de lo 
posible en este website. 

Los casos son:
Caso #1

Hombre en sus cincuentas

Condado de residencia: Jefferson

Caso #2

Adolescente sexo femenino

Condado de residencia: Denver

Las agencias de salud pública están llevando a cabo estas investigaciones y proveerán 
detalles adicionales para proteger la salud pública.  Estas son investigaciones en curso. 

Actualización: un presunto caso positivo originalmente identificado como una mujer en su 
cuarentas reside en el Condado Denver y no en el Condado Gunnison como se reportó 



originalmente. Tiene conexión con el condado de Gunnison.

Manténgase informado en la página colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus
###



From: Paykoc - GOVOFFICE, Carrie on behalf of Paykoc - GOVOFFICE, Carrie <carrie.paykoc@state.co.us>
To: alex.versackas@cuanschutz.edu; Alixandra Schmetterer - HCPF; Heathfield - CDPHE, Ashley; Levy, Brian;

caldwella@coloradohealthinstitute.org; Charles Andrews; Chris Saxman; Christen Lara - CDPHE; Cristen Bates -
HCPF; Darlene Tad-Y; Dawn Gallagher; Miller, Devin; Elizabeth Baskett; Jan Ground; January Montano - HCPF;
jay.shore@cuanschutz.edu; jay.shore@ucdenver.edu; John Laukkanen - HCPF; Jonathon Savage; Kathy Osborn;
Katrina Chaffin; Katrina Chaffin; Labarge - OIT, Kristi; Melissa Hensley - OIT; Nicole Collins - CDPHE; Natalie
Vogan; Paul Murphy; Rachel Dixon; Sarah Smith - OIT; sristi.sharma@synapse.healthcare; Tara Smith -
GOVOffice; Teresa Ferguson - OIT; xiaoshen.jin@cuanschutz.edu; Brad - Oit, Barfield; Cara Bradbury - HCPF;
Mehmet Kazgan; Jason Greer; Marc Lassaux; Michelle Mills; Karen Haneke - OIT; Natesan, Sanjai; Kyle Woody;
Kim Bimestefer - HCPF; Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE; Crestina Martinez; Dianne Primavera - GOVOffice; Mark
Honnen - GovOffice; Kacey Wulff - GOVOffice; Velasquez - CDHS, Heather; Benjamin Henderson - GOVOffice;
Alex Pettit - OIT; Anthony Neal-Graves - OIT

Subject: Telehealth Response for COVID-19: Request for Telehealth WG
Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 6:21:32 PM

Good Evening eHealth Commission Telehealth/Broadband WG,

As you may have heard today, Governor Polis announced a State of Emergency in response to
COVID-19 and emphasized the use of telehealth solutions when treating and diagnosing this
virus.

I would like to convene our workgroup to have a focused conversation on how local
companies, insurers, and providers can be best supported this urgent need. Several individuals
from this group and broader digital health community have already reached out with initial
ideas.

With that said- I would like to convene this workgroup from 4-5 PM via web-conference to
discuss. I can also meet after 5 PM if easier. Sending a calendar hold momentarily.

Let me know. Thanks!

-- 
Carrie Yasemin Paykoc
Director, Office of eHealth Innovation

P 303.866.6304  C 303.668.0074
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
carrie.paykoc@state.co.us |www.colorado.gov/oehi



From: Scott Johnson on behalf of Scott Johnson <johnson@cirrusmd.com>
To: @state.co.us
Cc: dprimavera@state.co.us; mark.honnen@state.co.us; Crestina.Martinez@state.co.us;

jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us; heather.velasquez@state.co.us; danielle.oliveto@state.co.us;
Megan Axelrod@gardner.senate.gov; santiago gonzalez@bennet.senate.gov; Justin Chang; Chris Saxman

Subject: CirrusMD offering support to Colorado
Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 5:33:53 PM

Dear Governor Polis and staff,
 
I am writing to introduce you to CirrusMD, the only Colorado-founded/based nationally 
scaled telehealth company.  We currently serve over 1 million Coloradans and over 5 
million people nationally.  We stand ready to help in any way we can.
 
As you know, the CDC is asking people to access and utilize telehealth services, to 
reduce the strain on emergency and urgent care resources and to help keep people 
experiencing symptoms away from others.  We are in communication with the CDC 
and state public health agencies to provide the most up to date clinical protocols to 
our physician network and have been working with the offices of Senator Bennet and 
Senator Gardner.
 
Currently, we are working with Kaiser in Washington State to facilitate their response 
and we responded to a request from California to help their communities affected by 
COVID-19.   Given that we are the only national-level telemedicine firm based in 
Denver, we can be particularly effective in helping you and the State of Colorado 
during this crisis. I offer you the full resources of CirrusMD to assist with the rapid 
deployment of telemedicine services for all Coloradans
 
When might we meet with your team to discuss our offer to assist with the COVID-19 
response? 
 
Best regards,
Scott

Scott Johnson | President
CirrusMD Inc.

e: scott-johnson@cirrusmd.com | o: 720.689.1818 c: 214.632.6423
cirrusmd.com

This electronic document, and any related attachments, may contain confidential information belonging to
the sender, which may be legally privileged. It may also include protected health information (PHI), which
is protected by federal law from unauthorized use or disclosure to anyone other than the intended
recipient for purposes of payment, treatment, or operations unless otherwise authorized by the patient or
Workforce Member. Use or disclosure of PHI for reasons other than those described above is strictly
prohibited. The information is only for the exclusive use of the individual or entity originally intended.





From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Gov. Polis Provides Update on State’s Response to COVID-19
Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 4:26:01 PM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Tuesday, March 10, 2020
Conor Cahill |conor.cahill@state.co.us |303-866-6324 

Gov. Polis Provides Update on State’s Response 
to COVID-19

DENVER - Gov. Polis declared a state of emergency in response to COVID-19 
(coronavirus). The declaration will help ensure resources are available to the state 
to combat COVID-19. 

“Our top priority is protecting public health and our vulnerable populations 
which is why we are taking swift bold action. Our administration's response will 
be guided by the science and lessons learned from the countries and states that 
this virus arrived in first” said Governor Jared Polis. “We will continue to be 
proactive and working around the clock to protect public health and safety with 
an eye towards preventing the need for more drastic measures that result in 
social disruption.” 

“In order to slow the spread of the disease, some of the most effective 
measures we can take as a state is to test more people so that those who test 
positive can be isolated from the general population as we continue to stress the 
need for personal action such as staying home when sick, keeping their kids 
home when they’re sick and diligently washing your hands,” said Jill Hunsaker 
Ryan, executive director, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. 
“We thank everyone who has been involved with this containment effort for 
their tireless efforts and works to ensure the people of our state are safe.”

Details of the executive order: 

Directs Colorado Department of Labor and Employment to engage in 
emergency rulemaking to ensure workers in food handling, hospitality, child 
care, health care, and education can get paid sick leave to miss work if they 
exhibit flu-like symptoms and have to miss work awaiting testing results for 
COVID-19. 

For workers who test positive and lack access to paid leave, the Governor is 



directing CDLE to identify additional supports and wage replacement such as 
access to unemployment insurance.  These steps are especially important for 
those who work with vulnerable populations like older Coloradans and those 
with underlying health issues. When those workers lack access to paid sick 
leave, it poses a great risk to our ability to protect the public. 

Directs DPA to engage in emergency rulemaking regarding state employees. 
The administration wants to ensure that state functions continue to run 
smoothly. For employees who may be put either in quarantine or isolation and 
can work from home, they should do so. If these workers fall ill and cannot 
perform their duties, they will be able to use paid leave, and the state will be 
flexible with that paid leave. For impacted employees who cannot work 
remotely, such as correctional officers, assisted living staff, etc., the 
administration is working to ensure paid leave options for those who are ill to 
ensure that those workers can continue to put food on the table while 
protecting public health.

Directs the Department of Revenue to temporarily allow Coloradans over the 
age of 65 - a vulnerable population - to extend their driver's licenses online to 
avoid having to congregate at DMVs at this time.

Starting tomorrow, the Colorado Department of Public Health and the 
Environment will be opening a drive-up lab at their facility in Lowry to test 
anyone who has a note from their doctor stating that they meet the criteria 
for testing. Let me repeat because this is important, you must still have a 
doctor’s order to get tested at the new drive-up lab. That facility is located at 
8100 E Lowry Blvd, Denver, CO 80230.

The Governor issued the executive order verbally. The Governor encouraged the 
private sector of Colorado to voluntarily offer paid sick leave so that we can 
collectively do our part to contain the virus.

The Governor was joined by Rachel Herlihy, State Communicable Disease 
Epidemiologist, CDPHE, Scott Bookman, Incident Commander, CDPHE, Mike Willis, 
Director, Colorado Office of Emergency Management, Stan Hilkey, Executive 
Director of the Colorado Department of Public Safety, Joe Barela, Executive 
Director of the Department of Labor and Employment today at the state capitol. 

Yesterday, the Polis administration took action to ensure Coloradans can get tested 
for COVID-19 without financial fear. Last week, the Governor directed all state 
agencies to implement the State Emergency Operations Plan. This is a plan that the 
state has used in the past to respond to a variety of incidents, including natural 
disasters like fires and floods, and it is designed to ensure we have the resources 
and systems in place to respond to COVID-19. 



###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    



No images? Click here

From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice on behalf of Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To: @state.co.us; scott.bookman@state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: Parent Nofication (COVID-19)
Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 2:29:49 PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: Megan Kaup <Kaup.megan@gmail.com>
Date: March 10, 2020 at 2:24:33 PM MDT
To: Andrea <andrea.morse4@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd:  Parent Nofication (COVID-19)

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Karen Townsend, BS, RN"
<ktownsend@rcschool.org>
Date: March 10, 2020 at 2:07:10 PM MDT
To: "kaup.megan@gmail.com"
<kaup.megan@gmail.com>
Subject: Parent Nofication (COVID-19)
Reply-To: ktownsend@rcschool.org



 

Good Afternoon RCS Parents,

In an effort to be responsible and
transparent, we wanted to let you know that
Ressurection Christian School has received
notification that an RCS family has had
a POTENTIAL EXPOSURE to
a POTENTIAL, UNCONFIRMED CASE of
coronavirus (COVID-19). 

This means that an RCS family had a
potential exposure to a person outside of
RCS who is awaiting test results. At the time
of this writing, this person has NOT tested
positive.

Under the direction of their physician, and
operating with an abundance of caution, the
RCS family has chosen to self-isolate until
the test results are received. When the test
results come in, we will notify parents
as soon as possible.

At this time, RCS has not been advised to
take any additional steps. We are in contact
with and will remain in close contact with the





 



No images? Click here

From: Nicholas Morse on behalf of Nicholas Morse <morse.hcr@gmail.com>
To: @state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: Parent Nofication (COVID-19)
Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 2:26:30 PM

Here you go.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Andrea <andrea.morse4@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 10, 2020 at 2:25 PM
Subject: Fwd: Parent Nofication (COVID-19)
To: Nic Hubbers  <morse.hcr@gmail.com>

Excuse my brevity— Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Megan Kaup <Kaup.megan@gmail.com>
Date: March 10, 2020 at 2:24:33 PM MDT
To: Andrea <andrea.morse4@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd:  Parent Nofication (COVID-19)

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Karen Townsend, BS, RN" <ktownsend@rcschool.org>
Date: March 10, 2020 at 2:07:10 PM MDT
To: "kaup.megan@gmail.com" <kaup.megan@gmail.com>
Subject: Parent Nofication (COVID-19)
Reply-To: ktownsend@rcschool.org







 



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Release: Three presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado today
Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 1:34:35 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Tue, Mar 10, 2020 at 12:15 PM
Subject: Fwd: Release: Three presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado
today
To: 

INFORMACIÓN SEGUIDA EN ESPAÑOL
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 
Three presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado today

DENVER, March 10, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment’s 
(CDPHE) state lab identified three presumptive positive cases of COVID-19, based on 
testing overnight. To ensure expedience on reporting out presumptive positives, the 
state will provide overall testing statistics as soon as we are able on the website. 

The positive cases are:
Case #1

Sex: Male

Age: 30s

County of residence: Eagle

Case #2



Sex: Female 

Age: 40s

County of residence: Gunnison

Case #3

Sex: Male

Age: 50s

County of residence: Arapahoe

Local public health agencies are leading these investigations and will provide 
additional details as necessary to protect public health. The investigations are ongoing.

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus

 
###

 
 
 
Se registran 3 nuevos presuntos casos de COVID-19 en Colorado

DENVER, Marzo 10, 2020: El laboratorio del Departamento de Salud y Medioambiente de 
Colorado (CDPHE) identificó 3 nuevos presuntos casos de COVID-19, basados en exámenes 
llevados a cabo durante la noche.  Para asegurar la rapidez en los casos presuntamente 
positivos, el estado proveerá todas las estadísticas de las pruebas en la medida de lo 
posible en este website. 

Los casos son:
Caso #1

Hombre en sus treintas

Condado de residencia: Eagle

Caso #2

Mujer en sus cuarentas



Condado de residencia: Gunnison

Cas0 #3

Hombre en sus cincuentas

Condado de residencia: Arapahoe

Las agencias de salud pública están llevando a cabo estas investigaciones y proveerán 
detalles adicionales para proteger la salud pública.  Estas son investigaciones en curso. 

Manténgase informado en la página colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus
###



From: De Cambra - GOVOffice  Maria on behalf of De Cambra - GOVOffice  Maria <maria.decambra@state.co.us>
To: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: American Airlines Announces Schedule Changes and Extends Change Fee Waivers
Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 1:10:35 PM

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jack McCain <john.mccain@aa.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 10, 2020 at 10:50 AM
Subject: American Airlines Announces Schedule Changes and Extends Change Fee Waivers
To: Maria De Cambra <maria.decambra@state.co.us>

Travel waivers
Updated Mar 9 at 11:59 p.m. CT.

American Airlines extending change fee waivers for customers with travel plans
through April

American Airlines is providing customers additional flexibility in light of concerns around coronavirus (COVID-19).

American has extended its offer to waive change fees for customers who purchased tickets prior to March 1 for travel through April 30. The offer is
available for any of American’s fares and customers have until December 31 to rebook travel for future flights. Additional updates on existing travel
alerts can be found on aa.com/travelalerts.

Any ticket purchased prior to March 1 will not incur change fees prior to travel. Customers must pay any fare difference, if applicable, at time
of ticketing of the new fare.

This is available for any of American’s fares for travel through April 30.

The new ticket must be reissued on/before December 31 or 12 months from the original ticket date (whichever is earlier).

Network updates
Updated March 10 at 6:30 a m. CT.

American Airlines Announces Additional Schedule Changes in Response to
Customer Demand Related to COVID-19

American Airlines Group Inc. (NASDAQ: AAL) today announced additional adjustments to its schedule in response to decreased travel demand due
to coronavirus (COVID-19). The company plans to:

Reduce international capacity for the summer peak by 10% versus the previous selling schedule, including a 55% reduction in trans-Pacific
capacity.

Reduce domestic capacity in April by 7.5% versus the current schedule.

New schedule changes include:

Asia

Suspending service to mainland China and Hong Kong (HKG) from Los Angeles (LAX) through the summer.

Suspending service to mainland China from Dallas-Fort Worth (DFW) through the summer.

Suspending service to HKG from DFW through June. DFW-HKG will resume with a reduced schedule in July.

Extending the suspension of service to Seoul, South Korea (ICN) from DFW into early May.

Flights to Tokyo’s Narita International Airport (NRT) and Haneda International Airport (HND) from LAX and DFW will be operated with
smaller widebody aircraft beginning in May.

Europe

Suspending service to Rome (FCO) from Philadelphia (PHL) effective immediately through the end of April.

Extending the suspension of service to Milan (MXP), and suspending flights to FCO from Chicago (ORD) and Charlotte (CLT) through early
summer.

Delaying the seasonal resumption of flights to Barcelona (BCN) from CLT and to Venice (VCE) from ORD to early June. Also delaying the
seasonal resumption of flights to FCO from New York (JFK) and DFW through the end of April and suspending operation of our second daily
flight from DFW to FCO for the summer.



Reducing service to Paris (CDG) and Madrid (MAD) for parts of May and June.

South America

Flights to Montevideo, Uruguay (MVD) from Miami (MIA) will become seasonal, with service ending in May and resuming in December.

Flights to Santiago, Chile (SCL) from DFW will be suspended through April.

Widebody aircraft will be redeployed on key domestic routes in American’s network. American will also introduce new seasonal service between
ORD and Honolulu (HNL) this summer on a Boeing 787-9.

These capacity reductions assume no slot waivers are in place. At airports where demand exceeds airfield and/or terminal capacity, access is governed
by slots that grant airlines permission to take off and land at specific times. Given the drop-off in demand related to COVID-19, American has
requested temporary relief from this usage requirement – otherwise known as requesting a slot waiver – to better align capacity with demand without
the risk of losing valuable takeoff and landing slots for the future. American will continue to review its network and make adjustments as needed if
waivers are granted.

Full details on these schedule adjustments can be found below.

Domestic network

For April, American will reduce domestic capacity by 7.5% to match demand. The airline will decrease frequencies in markets with robust schedule
patterns and will cancel routes where customers can be easily reaccommodated.

Taking care of customers

American will continue to take care of customers as this situation develops. The airline recently announced that change fees will be waived for
customers who purchased tickets prior to March 1 for travel through April 30. Additionally, American’s Reservations team will contact affected
customers directly by email or telephone. Customers who booked through a travel agent will be contacted by their agency directly. If a flight is
canceled and a customer chooses not to be rebooked, they may request a full refund by visiting aa.com/refunds.

Updated Pacific schedules

Origin Destination Schedule change Resumption of service

DFW Beijing (PEK) Suspended hrough Oct. 23 Oct. 24

DFW Shanghai (PVG) Suspended hrough Oct. 23 Oct. 24

DFW Hong Kong (HKG) Suspended hrough July 1 July 2, flights resume 3x/week
hrough Oct. 23

DFW Tokyo-Narita (NRT) Downgauge from a Boeing 777-200
and 789 mix to a 788 beginning May
7

DFW Tokyo-Haneda (HND) Downgauge from a 777 to a 788
beginning May 7

DFW Seoul, South Korea (ICN) Suspended hrough May 1
Downgauge from a 789 to a 788
effective May 7

May 2

LAX PEK Suspended hrough Oct. 23 Oct. 24

LAX PVG Suspended hrough Oct. 23 Oct. 24

LAX HKG Suspended hrough Oct. 23 Oct. 24

LAX HND Downgauge from a 789 to a 788
effective May 7

LAX Sydney (SYD) Reduce from daily flights to 6x/week
in May and June

Daily service resumes June 19

Updated Europe and South America schedules

Origin Destination Schedule change Resumption of service

CLT Barcelona, Spain (BCN) Suspended May 7 through June 3 June 4

CLT Rome, Italy (FCO) Suspended March 28 through June 3 June 4



DFW FCO Suspended March 29 through April
23

April 24

DFW FCO – additional summer frequency Suspended July 2 through Aug. 17 Flight will not operate as planned

DFW Santiago, Chile (SCL) Suspended April 14 through May 6 May 7

JFK FCO Suspended March 29 through April
23

April 24

JFK Madrid, Spain (MAD) Suspended May 7 through June 3 June 4

JFK Milan (MXP) Suspended through May 1 May 2

JFK Sao Paulo (GRU) Suspend Tuesday/Wednesday
service from April 14 through May 6

Daily service returns May 7

MIA Paris (CDG) Suspended May 7 through June 3 June 4

MIA Montevideo, Uruguay (MVD) Seasonal market exit from May 7
through Dec. 17

Dec. 18

MIA MXP Suspended through May 1 May 2

ORD Venice, Italy (VCE) Suspended through June 3 June 4

ORD FCO Suspended March 28 through June 3 June 4

PHL FCO Suspended March 10 through April
23

April 24

 

Very Respectfully,

Jack McCain 

Director, State and Local Government Affairs (PHX)

Cell: +1(602)318-4652

 

-- 

Maria De Cambra

Director of Communications and Community Engagement 

C 614.330.8382
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
maria decambra@state co us | www colorado gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be subject to
public disclosure.



From: Anthes, Katy on behalf of Anthes, Katy <Anthes K@cde.state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us; maria.decambra@state.co.us
Subject: RE: Language around state ordered school closures
Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 10:15:19 AM
Attachments: image190714.png

image046109.png
image521270.png
image547564.png
image926552.png

Thank you Governor. 
 
We would love to talk a little bit more about this when there is a moment.  As I’ve thought about it I
have a few ideas/thoughts that might be helpful.
 
Katy  Anthes, Ph.D.
Commissioner

P 303.866.6646
201 E. Colfax Ave. Room 500, Denver, CO 80203
Anthes_K@cde.state.co.us | www.cde.state.co.us

Email cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or
incomplete, or contain viruses.  Therefore, email cannot be used to transfer files containing personally identifiable information of
educators or students.  Contact the intended recipient to mutually determine enhanced security options for transferring such
information.

From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice [mailto @state.co.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 8:26 AM
To: Anthes, Katy <Anthes_K@cde.state.co.us>; @state.co.us;
maria.decambra@state.co.us
Subject: Language around state ordered school closures
 

Katy,
 
Here is what we are considering for today. This would be a state ordered (under emergency
powers) school closure and is closely aligned with what Taiwan did. I understand form you
that schools also want guidance in travel and we don’t have that yet for today but can probably
roll something out shortly on that:
 
 
 
To further helps establish certainty in our schools and prevent the spread of the virus, we will
be implementing baseline school safety measures as well.The school closure protocols
implemented in Taiwan worked well to successfully stem the spread of the virus, and I’m
implementing criteria for school closure in Colorado as well. To be clear,
any Superintendent can close any school at any time, but we will have a minimum standard for
state ordered closures as follows:



 
Guidelines for emergency school closures (districts and colleges can choose to close above
and beyond this, but this would be the statewide guidance): 

If 1  in a class (student or teacher) at the P-12 level is diagnosed with COVID-19, that
class is suspended for 14 days

If 2+ cases in a school (student or teacher), entire school is closed for 14 days

If three schools in a district have 2+ cases each, the district must shut down all schools
for 14 days

If a student or teacher is diagnosed in a community college or university, all classes they
attend or teach is suspended for 14 days

If 2+ cases of COVID-19 are identified at a single campus of in an institution, entire
institution closes or goes to online classes only for 14 days



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/9/2020
Date: Monday, March 9, 2020 10:17:47 PM

A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/9/2020
The latest:

CBS Denver: 12 Presumptive Positive Cases, 1 ‘Indeterminate’ Case Announced 
In Colorado Monday
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/09/coronavirus-cases-colorado-eagle-
denver/

LA Times: 7 lawmakers and several congressional staffers exposed to 
coronavirus
The exposure of seven lawmakers brings the coronavirus into stark relief for 
lawmakers and raises new questions about whether the work of Congress will be 
affected. They are a group of generally older people who frequently fly on planes 
and attend large events where they shake hands with many people.

But Pelosi and Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) say any 
economic stimulus package must include paid sick leave for quarantined workers 
and parents, and enhanced unemployment insurance, among other measures. 
House Democratic leaders will meet Monday evening to discuss next steps to 
address the economic effects of the coronavirus, according to a senior 
congressional aide.
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Charles E. Grassley (R-Iowa) is considering 
“targeted tax relief measures that could provide a timely and effective response 
to the coronavirus,”
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-03-09/congressional-leaders-
economic-stimulus-coronavirus

HuffPost: Trump Indulges In Twitter Binge As Markets Nose-Dive
While the bottom fell out, President Donald Trump was busy ― on Twitter. Trump 
sent 13 tweets over a span of about three hours Monday morning, ranting about 
everything from Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer’s (D-N.Y.) comments last 
week about abortion to the state of the Democratic primaries.
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/trump-twitter-coronavirus-oil-market-
crash_n_5e665a1ec5b605572808bfe2 

9news: No plans to cancel public gatherings in Denver amid COVID-19 concerns
Mayor Michael Hancock emphasized the city is not intending to cancel any public 
gatherings in the wake of COVID-19.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/denver-coronavirus-
response/73-d3eb64d7-ac03-483a-b4ed-7a688986f312

Governor, Lt. Gov. First Gentleman & Administration



Denver Channel: Colorado directs insurers to waive cost-sharing, promote 
telehealth services for COVID-19 testing
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis has asked the state Division of Insurance to issue formal 
guidance to health insurance carriers in the state to promote telehealth services 
and to waive co-pays, deductibles, coinsurance and cost-sharing for people to be 
tested for COVID-19.
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/national/coronavirus/colorado-
directs-insurers-to-waive-cost-sharing-promote-telehealth-services-for-covid-19-
testing

KKTV: Lt. Gov. Primavera tours Marillac Clinic
Colorado's Lieutenant Governor Dianne Primavera made a pit stop in Grand 
Junction today as she builds what the Polis administration works to improve health 
care access for all Coloradans including low income families.
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Lt-Gov-Primavera-tours-Marillac-
Clinic--568644631.html 

CBS4: Gov. Polis: State Insurance Companies To Make Coronavirus Testing Free
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/09/polis-insurance-coronavirus-tests/

9news: Polis orders state-regulated insurance to waive COVID-19 test fees
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/polis-orders-state-
regulated-insurances-to-waive-covid-19-test-fees/73-401439f6-af9f-4ae1-8c60-
7a02116761b6 

KOAA: COVID-19: Health officials identify 11th case in Colorado
https://www.koaa.com/news/national-world-news/coronavirus/covid-19-health-
officials-identify-11th-case-in-colorado 

OutThere Colorado: Tourists isolated in Colorado after displaying possible 
COVID-19 symptoms
https://www.outtherecolorado.com/tourists-isolated-in-colorado-after-close-
contact-possible-covid-19-symptoms/ 

AP: Colorado requires some insurers to waive virus test fees
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/colorado-requires-some-insurers-to-waive-
virus-test-fees/
https://www.lmtonline.com/news/article/Colorado-requires-some-insurers-to-
waive-virus-15117606.php

The Coloradoan:  Governor instructs Colorado insurance companies to waive 
fees for coronavirus testing



https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2020/03/09/coronavirus-colorado-
polis-instructs-insurance-waive-testing-fees-covid/5004089002/ 

DBJ: Colorado governor requires state-regulated insurance companies to cover 
testing, telehealth for COVID-19
https://www.bizjournals.com/denver/news/2020/03/09/colorado-covid-19-
insurance-coverage.html 

Colorado Politics: Gov. Jared Polis orders health care providers to waive costs 
for coronavirus testing
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/gov-jared-polis-orders-health-care-
providers-to-waive-costs/article 231e708c-6223-11ea-bb92-0f7515ea649f.html

Colorado Sun: Colorado directs insurers to waive co-pays for people seeking 
coronavirus tests. But only if they meet testing criteria.
If an insurance company’s in-network provider doesn’t offer coronavirus testing, 
the insurer is directed to cover that service.

Coronavirus testing in Colorado is handled by the state lab and is already free. But 
what’s costly is the corresponding visit to a doctor, urgent care or hospital for 
care.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/09/colorado-coronavirus-testing-copays-
waived/

Westword: Coronavirus Scares Postpone NoCo Hemp Expo
By postponing more than four months down the road instead of canceling, Beegle 
hopes that most, if not all, of the expected 400 hemp vendors and 20,000 
attendees — as well as keynote speakers including Governor Jared Polis and state 
and federal agriculture officials — will be at the August event.
https://www.westword.com/marijuana/coronavirus-scares-postpone-noco-hemp-
expo-in-denver-11660105 

KRDO: Colorado health officials confirm state’s 9th case of COVID-19
https://krdo.com/news/top-stories/2020/03/09/colorado-health-officials-
confirm-states-9th-case-of-covid-19/

Denver Post: 8 unanswered questions at the halfway point in Colorado’s 
legislative session
This year’s bill was supposed to be introduced Feb. 24. Then two of its four 
sponsors backed out, and the coalition of progressive advocates who have pushed 
so long for the bill started to publicly criticize it.
Democrats insist they still plan to pass a bill this year. The governor wants to make 



it happen, and so do the many lawmakers who’ve campaigned on it — for years, in 
some cases.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/09/colorado-legislature-unanswered-
questions/ 

KUNC: Colorado Democrats See Romanoff As Their Progressive Champion At 
Caucuses
https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/post/colorado-democrats-see-romanoff-their-
progressive-champion-caucuses

CBS4: Larimer County Confirms 1st Case Of Coronavirus, Total In Colorado Grows 
To 9
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/09/coronavirus-larimer-county-colorado/

Aspen Public Radio: Roaring Fork Valley Coronavirus Updates: Public Health 
Departments Encourage Simple Prevention Steps
https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/post/roaring-fork-valley-coronavirus-updates-
public-health-departments-encourage-simple-prevention

Vail Daily: Colorado Classic bike race announces 2020 host communities, 
including Avon
https://www.vaildaily.com/news/colorado-classic-bike-race-announces-2020-
host-communities-including-avon/
https://www.skyhinews.com/news/colorado-classic-bike-race-announces-2020-
host-communities-including-avon/

Rio Blanco Times: CDLE names Office of Just Transition director
http://www.theheraldtimes.com/cdle-names-office-of-just-transition-
director/rio-blanco-county/

Westword: Colorado COVID-19 Update: Grappling With Communication 
Challenges
https://www.westword.com/news/colorado-covid-19-update-and-coronavirus-
communication-challenges-11660159 

Colorado Politics: INSIGHTS | Speaking to power in Colorado is a confusing 
language
I attend meetings for a living and have throughout my 30-odd years on the beat. 
From Wallace to Polis, I’ve seen a lot change and heard every way you can think of 
presenting an argument, from switching off lights in Alabama to taking off clothes 
in Boulder. Then on Super Tuesday, a vegan activist bum-rushed presidential 
candidate Joe Biden in California to defend the rights of dairy cows.



https://www.coloradopolitics.com/denver/insights-speaking-to-power-in-
colorado-is-a-confusing-language/article_bc09c03c-5bfa-11ea-a5fa-
bf5310098901.html

Colorado Springs Business Journal: Colorado becomes 5th state to ban hair 
discrimination
https://www.csbj.com/2020/03/09/colorado-becomes-5th-state-to-ban-hair-
discrimination/ 

9news: Jury selection begins Monday for man accused of killing Adams County 
deputy
https://www.9news.com/article/news/crime/trial-man-accused-killing-adams-
county-deputy-heath-gumm/73-b2784694-96be-432f-9675-5b5f4f8d8d9c

Denver Post: Andrew Romanoff wins Democratic U.S. Senate caucuses
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/08/andrew-romanoff-senate-2020-
caucuses/ 

Colorado Sun: Colorado’s most-troubled youth lock-up facility, the site of a riot 
and multiple escapes, needs a drug dog, staff training
The consultants noted that Lookout has seen an increase in violent offenders and 
that the center is likely to struggle with providing appropriate treatment services 
as the sentences increase. “Reform efforts currently underway take time and there 
may be struggles through the process,” they wrote. 
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/06/lookout-mountain-youth-center-report/

Grit Daily: Is The NCAA Closer To Paying Their College Athletes?
https://gritdaily.com/is-the-ncaa-closer-to-paying-their-college-athletes/ 

Colorado

Colorado Sun: Auto dealers, electric-vehicle startups reach compromise to allow 
Colorado direct-to-consumer car sales
House Speaker KC Becker, a Boulder Democrat and a prime sponsor of the measure, 
said the bill’s intention is to close a loophole that allows only Tesla to sell its 
electric cars directly to Coloradans. A representative from Tesla also spoke in 
support of the bill.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/09/auto-dealers-electric-vehicle-startups-evs/

Denver Post: Colorado considers retirement savings program that would 
automatically enroll almost a million workers
This bill, dubbed “Secure Savings” by Democrats, would affect nearly a million 
Colorado workers, said first-term Treasurer Dave Young. A study commissioned by 
a state study group Young chaired found it would save Colorado safety-net 



programs about $10 billion over the next 15 years by boosting the savings accounts 
of retirees who’d no longer need to rely as heavily on those programs.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/09/colorado-retirement-savings-ira-401k/

CBS4: Denver’s Office Of Emergency Management Partially Activates For 
Coronavirus
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/09/coronavirus-denver-office-emergency-
management/

Gazette: EDITORIAL: Stop wiping out shelves of cleaners and tissue in Colorado 
amid coronavirus
Consumers shared tips on social media Saturday to help those desperately seeking 
even a few rolls of bath tissue.

The result of this is sad. A handful of consumers have enough cleaning products 
and tissue to last years, while more consumers lack what they need to get through 
a few days.
https://gazette.com/premium/editorial-stop-wiping-out-shelves-of-cleaners-and-
tissue-in/article_2dad1e96-60e7-11ea-8f58-279536ca7b3a.html

Denver Post: How Colorado’s climate could slow the spread of coronavirus
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/09/colorado-climate-slow-spread-
coronavirus/ 

Denver7: Metro Denver Asian-American businesses see drop-off amid 
coronavirus fears
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/metro-denver-asian-
american-businesses-see-drop-off-amid-coronavirus-fears 

Colorado Politics: Colorado General Assembly renames portion of C470 after 
Kendrick Castillo
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/legislature/colorado-general-assembly-
renames-portion-of-c-after-kendrick-castillo/article c92e5bd2-6227-11ea-ab69-
bf267ea27eba.html 

CPR: Colorado Democrats Open Up The Gun Debate With 2 New Bill Proposals
Saine considers the safe storage bill largely unenforceable and “another 
government intrusion that’s unnecessary.” She said what’s even more troubling is 
that it could lead to a situation where a gun owner couldn’t unlock the weapon in 
time for self-defense. 
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/06/colorado-democrats-open-up-the-gun-debate-
with-2-new-bill-proposals/

US

The Hill: Bullock announces run for Montana Senate seat



“I've always fought for the people of Montana. Together, we expanded health care, 
protected public lands, banned dark money in politics & more,” Bullock tweeted. 
“Now I'm taking that fight to the US Senate. Let’s make Washington work more like 
Montana.”
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/486568-bullock-announces-run-for-
montana-senate 

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Update on COVID-19 in Colorado
Date: Monday, March 9, 2020 8:29:39 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Mon, Mar 9, 2020 at 8:22 PM
Subject: Update on COVID-19 in Colorado
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media info@state.co.us 

 

Update on COVID-19 in Colorado 

DENVER, March 9, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment’s 

(CDPHE) state lab identified a new presumptive positive case of COVID-19. The state 

discovered 4 presumptive positive cases today and one indeterminate case. 

This brings the case total to 12 presumptive positives and one indeterminate case for 

Colorado. 

The positive cases are:

Case #1: 

Sex: Female

Age: 50s

County: Larimer 

Case #2

Sex: Female 

Age: 70s 



County: Eagle

Case #3

Sex: Female 

Age: 30s

County: Denver

Case #4

Sex: Female

Age: 30s

County: Arapahoe 

Tri-County Health Department is the lead investigator for the case and will provide 
additional details as necessary to protect public health. The investigation is 
ongoing.

The indeterminate case is:

Sex: Female 

Age: 70s

County: Denver
 
For total numbers of cases to date in Colorado, visit the CDPHECOVID-19 Fast Facts Page.

 
Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus

 
###



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Release: Clarity on State Health Department’s role in testing for COVID-19
Date: Monday, March 9, 2020 7:50:51 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Mon, Mar 9, 2020 at 7:31 PM
Subject: Release: Clarity on State Health Department’s role in testing for COVID-19
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

Clarity on State Health Department’s role in testing for COVID-19
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment administrative offices in Glendale do NOT 
test for COVID-19.  

DENVER (March 9): The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment is providing clarity 
on its role in testing patients for COVID-19. Some members of the public have mistakenly tried to 
access services at the state health department’s administrative offices in Glendale, which does not 
provide clinical services.  If a person is exhibiting symptoms, the person should go to a medical 
provider, like a clinic or hospital, ONLY AFTER calling the provider. If appropriate, the provider will 
give them instructions on where to go to for care and testing.

If a person is exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19, like a fever, coughing, or shortness of breath, and 
has not yet been tested, the following steps are advised:

1. 
The person should abstain from all public gatherings.

2. 
The person should increase distance from close contacts. Six feet is a distance that reduces 
risk of transmission of the virus, spread mainly through coughing and sneezing. 

3. 
The person should continue to practice basic hygiene like hand-washing with soap and water; 
in the absence of soap and water, use hand-sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol; cover coughs 
and sneezes with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash; avoid touching your eyes, nose, 
and mouth with unwashed hands. 

4. 
The person should call a medical provider or nursing line BEFORE going into a health facility.

5. 
If instructed to seek care, follow the precautionary advice of the medical provider BEFORE 
going into any health facility. 

6. 



The medical provider will evaluate the patient and determine if testing is needed for 
influenza, other respiratory illness, and COVID-19. 

7. 
If a patient needs to be tested for COVID-19, the medical provider will collect a specimen from 
the patient’s nose and throat and send the samples to the state lab or a commercial lab that is 
capable of doing COVID-19 testing.

8. 
The state lab must prioritize tests that meet the current criteria:

a. 
The patient has a fever OR signs/symptoms of lower respiratory illness, such as cough 
or shortness of breath, AND the patient has been in close contact with someone 
confirmed with COVID-19, within 14 days of when symptoms started.

b. 
The patient has a fever OR signs/symptoms of lower respiratory illness (and other 
diagnoses such as influenza have been ruled out), AND the patient recently traveled to 
parts of the world where infection rates are high or community spread is occurring, 
within 14 days of when symptoms started.

c. 
Severe acute lower respiratory illness (e.g., pneumonia, ARDS) requiring hospitalization 
and without alternative explanatory diagnosis (e.g., influenza)

 
The criteria are subject to changes. For the most up-to-date information visit the website. 

The state lab doesn't charge for the actual laboratory testing of specimens, and the governor has 
ordered health insurers to eliminate costs for people to get examined for COVID-19. For people who 
are uninsured or undocumented, the state continues to explore options. 

Additional clarifying information on tests:

The state is expecting 700 more test kits from the CDC, and it currently has 900.

The state lab has the capacity to do 160 COVID-19 tests per day, but must prioritize testing 
specimens that meet the current criteria. 

State lab practice is to test two specimen samples per patient, which requires two tests. 



The state is working on increasing testing capacity. 

Coloradans can take basic preventive steps to protect themselves from COVID-19:

Practice good hygiene. Thoroughly wash your hands with soap and water; in the absence of 
soap and water, use hand-sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol; cover coughs and sneezes with a 
tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash; avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with 
unwashed hands.

Stay home if you’re sick; keep your children home if they are sick.

Stay informed with reliable, up-to-date information. People who have general questions 
about coronavirus disease 2019, can call CO HELP at 303-389-1687  or 1-877-462-2911 or 
email them at COHELP@RMPDC.org, for answers in English and Spanish (Español), Mandarin 
(普通话), and more.

Be prepared. FEMA guidance for pre-pandemic COVID-19 preparedness is available on 
Ready.gov. Helpful information about getting your household ready for coronavirus is 
available on CDC’s website here.www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/get-
your-household-ready-for-COVID-19.html.

###

Importante información sobre los exámenes de COVID-19

Las oficinas del Departamento de Salud Pública y Medioambiente de Colorado en Glendale, 
Colorado, NO llevan a cabo exámenes de COVID-19.

DENVER (Marzo 9): El Departamento de Salud y Medioambiente de Colorado esclarece dudas sobre 
los exámenes de COVID-19. Algunas personas han tratado de obtener estos exámenes en las 
instalaciones de las oficinas administrativas ubicadas en Glendale, donde no se brindan servicios 
clínicos.   Si una persona presenta síntomas, debe de acudir a una clínica u hospital, SOLAMENTE 
DESPUÉS de llamar a su proveedor de salud. Entonces recibirá instrucciones sobre donde acudir para 
ser examinado.

 Si una persona presenta síntomas de COVID-19, como fiebre, tos o dificultad para respirar y no ha 
sido examinado, le recomendamos lo siguiente. 

1. 
El individuo no debe  acudir a lugares donde se congregan muchas personas.

2. 



El individuo deberá mantenerse a una distancia de 6 pies de otras personas.  Esta distancia 
reduce la transmisión del virus, que se propaga principalmente por tos y estornudos.

3. 
El individuo debe continuar de practicar higiene básica como lavado de manos con agua y con 
jabón.  Si no cuenta con agua y jabón, debe utilizar desinfectante de manos con al menos 60% 
de alcohol. Debe de cubrir tos y estornudos con un pañuelo desechable y tirarlo a la basura.  
Debe evitar tocarse los ojos, nariz y boca con las manos sin lavar.

4. 
El individuo debe de llamar a su proveedor médico o enfermería ANTES de acudir al centro 
médico.

5. 
Debe obtener recomendaciones de precaución del proveedor médico ANTES de acudir al 
centro médico.

6. 
El proveedor de salud evaluará al paciente y descartará influenza o alguna otra enfermedad 
respiratoria.

7. 
Si un paciente necesita el examen de COVID-19, el proveedor de salud médico hará una 
prueba de la nariz y garganta del paciente y lo enviará al laboratorio del estado de Colorado.

8. 
El laboratorio del estado de Colorado debe darle prioridad a los exámenes que cumplen con 
las características:

a. 
El paciente tiene fiebre o síntomas de enfermedad respiratoria, tales como 
tos o dificultad para respirar Y el paciente ha estado en contacto cercano con 
alguien positivo con COVID-19, dentro de los 14 días cuando los síntomas 
iniciaron.

b. 
El paciente tiene fiebre o síntomas de enfermedades respiratorias (y otros 
diagnósticos como influenza ha sido descartado) y el paciente recientemente 
viajó a lugares del mundo donde los índices de casos son altos o se han 
presentado contagios comunitarios, dentro de los 14 días cuando los síntomas 
iniciaron.

c. 
Neumonía, (ARDS) que require hospitalización y sin un diagnóstico alternativo 
explanatorio (influenza).



Los lineamientos son sujetos a cambios, que estarán actualizados en este website. 
 
El laboratorio del estado de Colorado no cobra por los exámenes y el Gobernador ha ordenado a los 
seguros médicos a eliminar los costos a las personas que son examinadas para COVID-19. Para las 
personas que no tienen seguro o son indocumentadas, el estado continúa explorando opciones.

Más información sobre los exámenes de COVID19:

El estado de Colorado espera 700 kits de prueba de CDC y actualmente tiene 900.

El laboratorio del estado tiene la capacidad de hacer 160 exámenes de COVID-19 por día, pero 
debe priorizar los exámenes que cumplen con los lineamientos.

Las mejores prácticas es hacer dos muestras por paciente, que requieren dos pruebas.  

 

Se deben tomar pasos básicos preventivos para protegerse de COVID-19:

Practique buena higiene. Lave sus manos con agua y jabón.  Si no cuenta con agua y jabón, 
use desinfectante de manos que contenga 60% de alcohol, cubra estornudos y tos con un 
pañuelo desechable y tírelo a la basura.  Evite tocarse sus ojos, nariz y boca con las manos sin 
lavar.  

Quédese en casa si está enfermo, mantenga a sus hijos en casa si no se sienten bien.  

Manténgase informado con información actualizada confiable.  Para preguntas generales 
sobre COVID19, llame a CO HELP al 303-389-1687  o 1-877-462-2911 o mande un correo a 
COHELP@RMPDC.org, para preguntas en inglés, español, mandarín o más.

Este preparado,  la guía de FEMA para pre-pandemia COVID-19 estará disponible en 
Ready.gov. Información sobre cómo preparar sus casa para COVID19 se encuentra disponible 
en  here.www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/home/get-your-household-ready-
for-COVID-19.html.

###



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Release: Two new presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado today
Date: Monday, March 9, 2020 4:18:52 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Mon, Mar 9, 2020 at 3:56 PM
Subject: Release: Two new presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado
today
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

 
INFORMACIÓN SEGUIDA EN ESPAÑOL
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 
Two new presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado today

DENVER, March 9, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment’s 
(CDPHE) state lab identified two new presumptive positive cases of COVID-19, based on 
21 tests completed between 10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. today.

Additionally, there was one case that resulted in two separate indeterminate results; 
this means that the test did not provide conclusive results. Per Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) guidelines, CDPHE must send that test to the CDC for additional testing. 
Out of an abundance of caution, CDPHE will treat that individual as a positive case 
until we receive conclusive results. 

The positive cases are:
Case #1

Female in her 70’s 

County of residence - Eagle



Exposure: no known contact with an infected person, but does have a recent 
history of travel in US.

Case #2

Female in her 30’s

County of residence - Denver

Exposure: no known contact with an infected person and no recent travel.

The indeterminate case is:

Female in her 70’s

County of residence - Denver

Exposure - no known contact with an infected person, but does have a recent 
history of travel in US.

 

These cases are in addition to one presumptive positive case announced this morning, 
for a total of three new presumptive positive cases on March 9 and one indeterminate 
case being treated as positive until CDC can confirm results. 

For total numbers of cases to date in Colorado, visit the CDPHECOVID-19 Fast Facts 
Page.

 

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus

 
###

Se registran dos nuevos presuntos casos de COVID-19 en Colorado

DENVER, Marzo 9, 2020: El laboratorio del Departamento de Salud y Medioambiente de 
Colorado (CDPHE) identificó 2 nuevos presuntos casos de COVID-19, basados en 21 
exámenes llevados a cabo entre las 10:00 a.m. y 2:30 p.m. del día de hoy.  

Adicionalmente, se registró un nuevo caso derivado en dos resultados separados 
indeterminados, esto significa que el examen no dió resultados conclusivos.  De acuerdo 
a los lineamientos del Centro del Control y Prevención de Enfermedades (CDC), CDPHE 
debe de enviar los resultados de las pruebas al CDC para exámenes adicionales.  Como 
medida de prevención, CDPHE debe de tratar a cada individuo como un caso positivo 



hasta que se reciban los resultados finales.

Los casos positivos son:
Caso #1

Mujer en sus setentas. 

Condado de residencia - Eagle

Exposición: Desconocido contacto con persona infectada y tiene historial de viaje 
reciente. 

Caso #2

Mujer en sus treintas

Condado de residencia- Denver

Exposición: Desconocido contacto con persona infectada y no tiene historial de 
viaje reciente. 

El caso indeterminado es:

Mujer en sus setentas

Condado de residencia- Denver

Exposición: Desconocido contacto con persona infectada y si tiene historial de viaje 
reciente.

 

Estos casos son adicionales al caso presuntamente positivo anunciado esta mañana, lo 
que suma un total de 3 nuevos presuntos casos positivos en marzo 9 y un caso 
indeterminado que ha sido tratado como positivo hasta que el CDC pueda confirmar los 
resultados. 

Para el total de casos en Colorado, visite the CDPHECOVID-19 Fast Facts Page.

Manténgase actualizado en colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus

###





 

Good Morning,

 

Your Governor is CONFIRMED to participate in today’s briefing at 12:00 p.m. ET with the
Vice President.

 

Read Ahead – See Attachment

The White House Coronavirus Response Coordinator Ambassador Deborah Birx will be
covering the attached PDF during the briefing at 12:00 p.m. Please make sure your
Governor receives the attachment prior to the call.

 

Call-In Information

You or a member of your team has already registered your Governor for call-in information
via a link. That step resulted in receiving call-in information via email from Audio Conference
Notification (noreply@event-services.com). Please reference that email for call-in
information. That email provided:

o   Dial-In Number

o   Access Code

o   Attendee ID

 

If your Governor is participating via video-teleconference (VTC), please reference the VTC
dial-in information.

 

If you have any questions, please let me know.

 

Name Cell Phone Email
Zach Swint 202-881-6717 Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov



Olivia Imhoff 202-881-7466 Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov

 

Thanks,

Nic

 

--

Nicholas D. Pottebaum

Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

 

-- 

Ali Cox

Director of Scheduling

P 303.866.6230 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
ali.cox@state.co.us| www.colorado.gov/governor

-- 

Ali Cox

Director of Scheduling

P 303.866.6230 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
ali.cox@state.co.us| www.colorado.gov/governor





From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Release: One presumptive positive case of COVID-19 identified in Colorado today
Date: Monday, March 9, 2020 11:30:16 AM

 

INFORMACIÓN SEGUIDA EN ESPAÑOL
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 
One presumptive positive case of COVID-19 identified in Colorado today

DENVER, March 9, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment’s 
(CDPHE) state lab identified one presumptive positive case of COVID-19, based on 
overnight testing. The state completed tests on 20 specimens that fit testing criteria.

The patient is a female in her 50s from Larimer County who has been diagnosed with 
pneumonia. CDPHE and local health agencies are working to gather more information, 
and contact any individuals who have had close contact with the patient. The 
investigation is just beginning and more information will be released as it becomes 
available.

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus

 
###

Se registra un nuevo presunto caso de COVID-19 en Colorado

DENVER, Marzo 9, 2020: El laboratorio del Departamento de Salud y Medioambiente de 
Colorado (CDPHE) identificó un nuevo presunto caso de COVID-19, basado en un examen 
llevado a cabo en las últimas 24 horas.  El estado completó 20 exámenes que cumplen 
con el criterio para llevar a cabo las pruebas.  

La paciente es una mujer de alrededor de 50 años de edad del Condado Larimer quien ha 
sido diagnosticada con neumonía.  CDPHE y las agencias locales de salud están trabajando 
para recabar más información y contactar a cualquier individuo que ha estado en 



contacto con la paciente.  La investigación está en curso y más información será 
publicada tan pronto se encuentre disponible.  

Manténgase informado en la página colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus

###



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Consumer Advisory: Division of Insurance Directs Insurers on COVID-19 Coverage
Date: Monday, March 9, 2020 9:50:42 AM

   

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Monday, March 9, 2020
Conor Cahill | conor.cahill@state.co.us | 303-866-6324 
Vincent Plymell | vincent.plymell@state.co.us | 303-894-2261

Consumer Advisory: Division of Insurance Directs Insurers 
on COVID-19 Coverage

Addresses cost-sharing, telehealth & prescription refills

DENVER - Governor Polis has instructed the Colorado Division of Insurance (DOI), part of 
the Department of Regulatory Agencies (DORA), to issue guidance and direction to 
Colorado health insurers regarding coverage of COVID-19 claims. Bulletin B-4.104 
provides direction for insurers, as well as consumers, for health insurance plans that are 
regulated by the Colorado DOI. 

“Our administration is taking swift action to ensure Coloradans can get tested for 
COVID-19 without financial fear,” said Gov. Jared Polis. “We are all in this together, 
and we must continue working together to protect our health and safety. This 
important step will help ensure cost barriers do not stand in the way of people 
getting tested. The earlier that we can diagnose and isolate those testing positive for 
COVID-19, the better we can prevent it from spreading.”

Coloradans enrolled in self-funded employer-based health insurance plans, which are not 
regulated by the DOI, but instead are regulated at the federal level, should contact their 
employer regarding coverage. If your insurance card has “CO-DOI” in the bottom corner, 
your plan is regulated by the Division.

“We have been studying this issue and felt this was the proper time to take this 
step,” said Colorado Insurance Commissioner Michael Conway. “Everyone has a role to 
play in addressing this public health issue and costs should not be a deterrent from 
getting tested. We look forward to working with insurers and the public.” 



Specific Actions for COVID-19
The DOI is requiring insurance companies to take actions related to COVID-19 in the areas 
of telehealth, prescription refills and cost-shares (co-pays, deductibles and co-
insurance). 

Telehealth
Health plans in Colorado already offer telehealth options (also referred to as 
telemedicine). However, the DOI is directing insurance companies to do outreach and 
education to remind their members about these telehealth options. 

The companies are also directed to provide COVID-19-related telehealth services with no 
cost-sharing, including co-pays, deductibles, and coinsurance that would normally apply 
to the telehealth visit. The Division will be issuing an emergency regulation to formalize 
this specific directive.

Please refer to Bulletin B-4.104, in the “Additional Resources” section, for contact 
information for each health insurance company regarding telehealth services. 

Prescription Refills
The DOI is directing insurance companies to cover an additional one-time early refill of 
any necessary prescriptions to ensure people have their necessary medications should 
they want to limit their close contact with others. 

Cost-Shares
The federal government recently announced that testing for COVID-19 is an Essential 
Health Benefit. Pursuant to that announcement and Colorado state law, the DOI is 
requiring insurance companies to ensure that COVID-19 testing be covered without cost-
sharing for consumers, meaning they will not have to pay co-pays, deductibles or co-
insurance. 

In addition, the insurance companies will be directed to waive any cost-sharing for an in-
network health care provider office visit, an in-network urgent care center visit or an 
emergency room visit when a covered person is seeking testing for COVID-19. If an in-
network health care provider cannot do such testing, the insurance company must cover 
an out-of-network provider for the testing. As with the telehealth directives, the DOI will 
be issuing an emergency regulation to formalize this specific directive.

For the most up-to-date criteria for COVID-19 testing, please see the Colorado 
Department of Public Health & Environment website:
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/covid-19-testing. 

If you have questions about your insurance and coverage, contact the Division of 
Insurance Consumer Services team - 303-894-7490 / 800 930-3745 / 
DORA_Insurance@state.co.us. 

For More Information on COVID-19, please see the CDPHE website here:  



https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus. 

In conjunction with the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE), 
the Polis administration advises Coloradans to stay informed about COVID-19 and take 
simple preventive actions.

Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.

Stay home when you are sick, and keep your children home if they are sick.

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash, or use 
your inner elbow or sleeve.

Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular 
household cleaning spray or wipe.

Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and 
water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 
60% alcohol. 

Stay informed with reliable, up-to-date information. People who have general 
questions about coronavirus disease 2019, can call CO HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-
877-462-2911 or email them at COHELP@RMPDC.org, for answers in English and 
Spanish (Español), Mandarin (普通话), and more.

We understand people are concerned, but this is a good time to be calm and get 
prepared. FEMA guidance for pre-pandemic COVID-19 preparedness is available on 
Ready.gov. Helpful information about getting your household ready for coronavirus 
is available on CDC’s website here.www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/home/get-your-household-ready-for-COVID-19.html 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    





From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa @state.co.us>
To: Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE; Mike Willis - CDPS; Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Scott Bookman - CDPHE; De Cambra - GOVOffice  Maria
Subject: Fwd: Read Ahead & Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the Vice President on Monday, March 9 at 12:00 p.m. ET
Date: Monday, March 9, 2020 9:48:21 AM
Attachments: Read-Ahead for Governors-Only Call for 3-9-2020.pdf

image001.png

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>
Date: Mon, Mar 9, 2020 at 7:49 AM
Subject: Read Ahead & Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the Vice President on Monday, March 9 at 12:00 p.m. ET
To: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP
<Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>, Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>, Imhoff, Olivia P.
EOP/WHO <Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov>

 

Good Morning,

 

Your Governor is CONFIRMED to participate in today’s briefing at 12:00 p.m. ET with the Vice President.

 

Read Ahead – See Attachment

The White House Coronavirus Response Coordinator Ambassador Deborah Birx will be covering the attached PDF during the briefing
at 12:00 p.m. Please make sure your Governor receives the attachment prior to the call.

 

Call-In Information

You or a member of your team has already registered your Governor for call-in information via a link. That step resulted in receiving
call-in information via email from Audio Conference Notification (noreply@event-services.com). Please reference that email for call-
in information. That email provided:

o   Dial-In Number

o   Access Code

o   Attendee ID

 

If your Governor is participating via video-teleconference (VTC), please reference the VTC dial-in information.

 

If you have any questions, please let me know.

 

Name Cell Phone Email
Zach Swint 202-881-6717 Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

Olivia Imhoff 202-881-7466 Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov

 

Thanks,

Nic





From: Cox - GOVOffice, Ali on behalf of Cox - GOVOffice, Ali <ali.cox@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Jared;
Subject: Fwd: Read Ahead & Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the Vice President on Monday, March 9 at 12:00

p.m. ET
Date: Monday, March 9, 2020 9:18:30 AM
Attachments: Read-Ahead for Governors-Only Call for 3-9-2020.pdf

image001.png

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>
Date: Mon, Mar 9, 2020 at 7:49 AM
Subject: Read Ahead & Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the Vice President on
Monday, March 9 at 12:00 p.m. ET
To: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, Obenshain,
Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>, Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>, Imhoff, Olivia P. EOP/WHO
<Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov>

 

Good Morning,

 

Your Governor is CONFIRMED to participate in today’s briefing at 12:00 p.m. ET with the
Vice President.

 

Read Ahead – See Attachment

The White House Coronavirus Response Coordinator Ambassador Deborah Birx will be
covering the attached PDF during the briefing at 12:00 p.m. Please make sure your
Governor receives the attachment prior to the call.

 

Call-In Information

You or a member of your team has already registered your Governor for call-in information



via a link. That step resulted in receiving call-in information via email from Audio Conference
Notification (noreply@event-services.com). Please reference that email for call-in
information. That email provided:

o   Dial-In Number

o   Access Code

o   Attendee ID

 

If your Governor is participating via video-teleconference (VTC), please reference the VTC
dial-in information.

 

If you have any questions, please let me know.

 

Name Cell Phone Email
Zach Swint 202-881-6717 Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

Olivia Imhoff 202-881-7466 Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov

 

Thanks,

Nic

 

--

Nicholas D. Pottebaum

Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

 

-- 

Ali Cox

Director of Scheduling



P 303.866.6230 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
ali.cox@state.co.us| www.colorado.gov/governor





Subject: Latest Information - COVID-19

Our Nation’s Governor’s and Staff,

 

We look forward to having our Nation’s Governors join tomorrow’s
call/video teleconference with the Vice President (Monday, March 9 at
12:00 p.m. ET).

 

To receive the most the most up-to-date set of information and
guidance on COVID-19, please go HERE (or
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html).  
 
This is a one-stop-shop for What You Should Know, Situation Updates,
and Information for Specific Audiences including the CDC’s Public
Health Laboratory Testing Map.
 
Latest Updates

·         FDA and CDC take action to increase access to
respirators, including N95s, for health care personnel
(more here)

·         Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Issues New Policy
to Help Expedite Availability of Diagnostics (more here)

·         Comprehensive Update on Testing Numbers (March 7
,2020 – White House Press Briefing by FDA Commissioner
Stephen M. Hahn, M.D.):

CDC has shipped tests sufficient to test about 75,000 individuals
for COVID-19 to Public Health Laboratories. And all Public Health
Laboratories that originally received a CDC test have received
replacement tests. Laboratories in areas with the highest need for
testing based on the outbreak have received additional tests,
however, all state public health labs now have tests available to
them.
As of March 7, the CDC test shipped to public health labs has been
able to test more than 3,500 specimens from 1,583 patients.



Additionally, as of March 6, more than 1.1 million tests have been
shipped to nonpublic health labs.
The manufacturer, IDT, is distributing these tests nationwide,
although the first batch of tests were shipped to the states of
California and Washington based on confirmed clusters in those
areas.
IDT currently has another 400,000 tests which have undergone
and passed final quality control check and we expect those tests to
ship to labs on March 9.
Another manufacturer’s tests will be undergoing a quality control
check. That batch of 640,000 tests could ship as early as March 9.
IDT and other manufacturers believe they can scale up production
so that by the end of next week tests, an additional 4 million tests
could be shipped.
This does not include the ramp up expected by large commercial or
academic labs.

 

The Office of the Vice President and White House Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs (IGA) will continue to share pertinent
information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out
to our office directly if we can be of assistance. Below, please find
additional information.

 

Office of the Vice President
Name Cell Phone Email
Tucker

Obenshain 202-881-6217 Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov

 

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
Name Cell Phone Email
Doug

Hoelscher
202-881-

8950 Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov

Nic Pottebaum 202-881-
7803 Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

Zach Swint 202-881-
6717 Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

Olivia Imhoff 202-881-
7466 Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov

 

 



Thanks,

Nic

              

--

Nicholas D. Pottebaum

Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-2132 | C: 202-881-7803| E:
Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

 

Background & Additional Information
 

 

Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice
President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to
protect the health and safety of the American people. Decisive
action from President Trump at the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak
—including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy
—has given State and local officials and private sector partners time to
prepare. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led
by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-matter experts,
to organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronavirus Task
Force and broader Administration have worked and will continue to
work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit
partners in preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is



important to note that at this time, the risk for the average
American remains low, and all agencies are working
aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 

 

Up-To-Date Information: To receive the most the most up-to-date
set of information and guidance on COVID-19, please go HERE (or
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html).  

·         What You Should Know (here)

·         Travel Information (here)

·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities (here)

·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)

·         Healthcare Professionals (here)

·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities (here)

·         Resources for Health Departments (here)

·         Laboratories (here)

·         Communication Resources (here)

 

Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find
agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.

 

Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and
guidance.

 

·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (here)

·         U.S. Department of Education (here)

·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)

·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)

·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security (here)



·         U.S. Department of State (here)

·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (here)

·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (here)

·         U.S. Department of the Interior (here)

·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (here)

 

Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for
our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal family. As
State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of
contact.

·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie
Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email –
darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone
– 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)

·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595
/ Email – killionw@state.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-
597-5109 / Cell – 202-366-3132 / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-
320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor
(Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)

·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone –
202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)

·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone –
202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-
845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 

Local Preparedness Tips: Responses locally executed, state



managed, and federally supported.

·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public
and making information and guidance readily available.

·         Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate guidance
and information.

·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities (a
complete list of State & Territorial Health Department Websites
can be found here)

·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President
Trump and the Administration Are

Taking a Whole-Of-Government
Approach to Protecting the American

People
 

 

 

Top Line.

·         The risk to the American public remains low.



·         The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of
government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration
between Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.

·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all
the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. In addition,
all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test
themselves. Complementing these efforts, leading commercial
laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local
doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the American public.

 

President Trump has made the safety, security and health of
the American people his top priority from day one.

·         There is no higher priority for President Trump than
protecting the health and safety of Americans.

·         In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense
Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations such as
this. 

·         While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the
average American remains low, and the Administration is taking
measures to keep the threat low.

 

Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the
President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-government
approach to protect the American people.

·         President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended
all travel into the United States from China and has issued
subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from
other impacted areas across the globe.

·         Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.

·         Establishing the White House task force to combat the
coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and
marshalling the full resources and capabilities of the Federal
government to respond to the coronavirus.  

·         Forging relationships and collaboration between the public
and private sectors.

         Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and



·
other key stakeholders.

·         The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump
Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus
Plan of Action.

·         Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response
Has Been Handled Well

 

While the overall threat to the American public remains low,
the President has directed the White House Task Force to take
all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American
people and we are well-prepared.

·         Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but
should stay informed and practice good hygiene.

·         There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be
very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.

·         Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel
habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance (see
here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in
the United States. 

·         We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and
have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational
antiviral.

·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all
the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. Between
March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed
across the country.

·         The United States has the finest public health system in the
world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease
outbreaks.

 

Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness &
response efforts.

·         Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate
with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal government’s
efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.



·         Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on
conference call briefings with Federal partners on January 30,
February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications
remain ongoing.

·         White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department
Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their
leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

·         HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous
national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.

·         The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and
tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.

 

Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent
Administrations actions.

·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis
and can be viewed live here)

o   March 6: Video

o   March 4: Video

o   March 2: Video

o   February 29: Video

·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and
Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)
(transcript/video)

·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend
Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4)
(transcript/video)

·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and
Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) (transcript)

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces
Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)



·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and
attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) (transcript)

·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with
Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4) (transcript/video)

 





Cc: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO"
<Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP"
<Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>, "Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO"
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>, "Imhoff, Olivia P. EOP/WHO"
<Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov>
Subject: Latest Information - COVID-19

Our Nation’s Governor’s and Staff,

 

We look forward to having our Nation’s Governors join tomorrow’s
call/video teleconference with the Vice President (Monday, March 9 at
12:00 p.m. ET).

 

To receive the most the most up-to-date set of information and
guidance on COVID-19, please go HERE (or
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html).  
 
This is a one-stop-shop for What You Should Know, Situation Updates,
and Information for Specific Audiences including the CDC’s Public
Health Laboratory Testing Map.
 
Latest Updates

·         FDA and CDC take action to increase access to
respirators, including N95s, for health care personnel
(more here)

·         Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Issues New Policy
to Help Expedite Availability of Diagnostics (more here)

·         Comprehensive Update on Testing Numbers (March 7
,2020 – White House Press Briefing by FDA Commissioner
Stephen M. Hahn, M.D.):

CDC has shipped tests sufficient to test about 75,000 individuals
for COVID-19 to Public Health Laboratories. And all Public Health
Laboratories that originally received a CDC test have received
replacement tests. Laboratories in areas with the highest need for
testing based on the outbreak have received additional tests,



however, all state public health labs now have tests available to
them.
As of March 7, the CDC test shipped to public health labs has been
able to test more than 3,500 specimens from 1,583 patients.
Additionally, as of March 6, more than 1.1 million tests have been
shipped to nonpublic health labs.
The manufacturer, IDT, is distributing these tests nationwide,
although the first batch of tests were shipped to the states of
California and Washington based on confirmed clusters in those
areas.
IDT currently has another 400,000 tests which have undergone
and passed final quality control check and we expect those tests to
ship to labs on March 9.
Another manufacturer’s tests will be undergoing a quality control
check. That batch of 640,000 tests could ship as early as March 9.
IDT and other manufacturers believe they can scale up production
so that by the end of next week tests, an additional 4 million tests
could be shipped.
This does not include the ramp up expected by large commercial or
academic labs.

 

The Office of the Vice President and White House Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs (IGA) will continue to share pertinent
information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out
to our office directly if we can be of assistance. Below, please find
additional information.

 

Office of the Vice President
Name Cell Phone Email
Tucker

Obenshain 202-881-6217 Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov

 

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
Name Cell Phone Email
Doug

Hoelscher
202-881-

8950 Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov

Nic Pottebaum 202-881-
7803 Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

Zach Swint 202-881-
6717 Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

Olivia Imhoff 202-881-
7466 Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov



 

 

Thanks,

Nic

              

--

Nicholas D. Pottebaum

Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-2132 | C: 202-881-7803| E:
Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

 

Background & Additional Information
 

 

Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice
President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to
protect the health and safety of the American people. Decisive
action from President Trump at the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak
—including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy
—has given State and local officials and private sector partners time to
prepare. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led
by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-matter experts,



to organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronavirus Task
Force and broader Administration have worked and will continue to
work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit
partners in preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is
important to note that at this time, the risk for the average
American remains low, and all agencies are working
aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 

 

Up-To-Date Information: To receive the most the most up-to-date
set of information and guidance on COVID-19, please go HERE (or
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html).  

·         What You Should Know (here)

·         Travel Information (here)

·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities (here)

·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)

·         Healthcare Professionals (here)

·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities (here)

·         Resources for Health Departments (here)

·         Laboratories (here)

·         Communication Resources (here)

 

Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find
agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.

 

Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and
guidance.

 

·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (here)

·         U.S. Department of Education (here)

·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)



·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)

·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security (here)

·         U.S. Department of State (here)

·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (here)

·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (here)

·         U.S. Department of the Interior (here)

·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (here)

 

Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for
our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal family. As
State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of
contact.

·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie
Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email –
darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone
– 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)

·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595
/ Email – killionw@state.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-
597-5109 / Cell – 202-366-3132 / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-
320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor
(Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)

·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone –
202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)

·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone –
202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-
845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)



 

Local Preparedness Tips: Responses locally executed, state
managed, and federally supported.

·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public
and making information and guidance readily available.

·         Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate guidance
and information.

·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities (a
complete list of State & Territorial Health Department Websites
can be found here)

·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President
Trump and the Administration Are

Taking a Whole-Of-Government
Approach to Protecting the American

People
 

 

 



Top Line.

·         The risk to the American public remains low.

·         The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of
government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration
between Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.

·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all
the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. In addition,
all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test
themselves. Complementing these efforts, leading commercial
laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local
doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the American public.

 

President Trump has made the safety, security and health of
the American people his top priority from day one.

·         There is no higher priority for President Trump than
protecting the health and safety of Americans.

·         In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense
Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations such as
this. 

·         While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the
average American remains low, and the Administration is taking
measures to keep the threat low.

 

Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the
President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-government
approach to protect the American people.

·         President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended
all travel into the United States from China and has issued
subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from
other impacted areas across the globe.

·         Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.

·         Establishing the White House task force to combat the
coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and
marshalling the full resources and capabilities of the Federal
government to respond to the coronavirus.  



·         Forging relationships and collaboration between the public
and private sectors.

·         Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and
other key stakeholders.

·         The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump
Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus
Plan of Action.

·         Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response
Has Been Handled Well

 

While the overall threat to the American public remains low,
the President has directed the White House Task Force to take
all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American
people and we are well-prepared.

·         Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but
should stay informed and practice good hygiene.

·         There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be
very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.

·         Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel
habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance (see
here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in
the United States. 

·         We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and
have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational
antiviral.

·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all
the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. Between
March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed
across the country.

·         The United States has the finest public health system in the
world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease
outbreaks.

 

Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness &
response efforts.



·         Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate
with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal government’s
efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

·         Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on
conference call briefings with Federal partners on January 30,
February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications
remain ongoing.

·         White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department
Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their
leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

·         HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous
national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.

·         The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and
tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.

 

Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent
Administrations actions.

·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis
and can be viewed live here)

o   March 6: Video

o   March 4: Video

o   March 2: Video

o   February 29: Video

·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and
Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)
(transcript/video)

·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend
Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4)
(transcript/video)

·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and
Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) (transcript)



·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces
Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)

·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and
attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) (transcript)

·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with
Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4) (transcript/video)

 



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/8/2020
Date: Sunday, March 8, 2020 9:41:12 PM

A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/8/2020
The latest:  
Denver Post: Aspen residents and visitors who had contact with coronavirus-
positive Australian woman reporting respiratory trouble
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/08/coronavirus-update-aspen-australian-
woman/

CPR: No New Coronavirus Cases Reported Saturday or Sunday In Colorado
All of the people known to have the disease are in isolation, in either Denver, 
Douglas, Eagle, El Paso or Jefferson counties, where a man who had been visiting 
Summit County went after being diagnosed.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/07/no-new-coronavirus-cases-reported-saturday-
in-colorado/

AP: White House didn't want to tell seniors not to fly as D.C. confirms first case 
of COVID-19
Trump says he isn't concerned “at all” about the coronavirus getting closer to the 
White House after the first Washington case and an attendee of a recent political 
conference where Trump himself had spoken also tested positive for the virus.
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/coronavirus/white-house-didnt-want-
to-tell-seniors-not-to-fly-as-d-c-confirms-first-case-of-covid-19 

Huff Post: Ted Cruz Self-Quarantines After Interacting With Coronavirus Patient 
At CPAC
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/ted-cruz-self-quarantine-coronavirus-
cpac_n_5e657ef5c5b68d61645623cf 

Real Vail: Eagle County files local disaster emergency declaration with state over 
COVID-19
http://www.realvail.com/eagle-county-files-local-disaster-emergency-
declaration-with-state-over-covid-19/a7732/ 

Bloomberg: How Putin spurned the Saudis to start a war on America’s shale oil 
industry
The Kremlin had decided that propping up prices as the coronavirus ravaged energy 
demand would be a gift to the U.S. shale industry. The frackers had added millions 
of barrels of oil to the global market while Russian companies kept wells idle. Now 
it was time to squeeze the Americans.
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2020-03-08/oil-price-war 

Governor, Administration:

Craig Daily: Craig businesses host Governor Polis during tour of Western Slope



Vic added that Polis’s office reached out to get an idea of the Masterworks 
model.“They heard about the unique way that we do business, and they wanted to 
stop by and find out about the nuts and bolts,” he said. “Amy and I really tried to 
key in on the way that we do things.”
Vic noted that with shifts in the energy industry, the next 10 years in Craig will be 
full of changes.“We’re gonna be here throughout that, so anything we can do to 
help promote that to where the community thrives instead of the whole gloom and 
doom thing,” he said.
https://www.craigdailypress.com/news/craig-businesses-host-governor-polis-
during-tour-of-western-slope/

Aspen Public Radio: Coronavirus In Colorado: Public Health Departments 
Encourage Simple Prevention Steps
https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/post/coronavirus-colorado-public-health-
departments-encourage-simple-prevention-steps

Denver Post, Kaiser Health: States’ patchwork of crisis plans could mean uneven
COVID-19 care, but Colorado among the best
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/08/colorado-coronavirus-care/

Kaiser health:Colorado forges ahead on a new model for health care while 
nation waits
Colorado's push started in earnest when Gov. Jared Polis took office in January 
2019 with the promise of helping consumers cut health care costs. He literally 
created an Office of Saving People Money on Health Care in his first month on the 
job. What followed was a four-month legislative session in which lawmakers 
pushed through a decade's worth of health care bills.
https://www.postbulletin.com/news/nation/colorado-forges-ahead-on-a-new-
model-for-health-care/article_61c6e94c-5fe7-11ea-9a40-571bcfbc4e77.html

AP, Colorado Sun: Watchdog faults Bureau of Land Management for sending jobs 
to Colorado, the West
The transfers are part of the Trump administration’s decision to create a new 
national headquarters in Grand Junction. The move was championed by Republican 
U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner of Colorado, who is touting the relocation in his 2020 
reelection bid. Democrats, including Colorado Gov. Jared Polis, also pushed for the 
move.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/08/blm-headquaters-relocation-investigation-
gao/

Kaiser Health, Denver Post: Despite a birth by a Colorado legislator, paid family 
leave bill feels labor pains
Pettersen has become something of a poster child — perhaps, a poster mom — for 
this year’s legislative push. While undoubtedly many male lawmakers have had 
children while serving, her fellow senators may find Pettersen’s example hard to 
ignore if a paid leave bill comes to the floor.



“This is our opportunity to help Coloradans. And we’re going through it, even in 
our workplace,” said Pettersen, who took one month of paid leave from her 
legislative work. (Colorado legislators are allowed to take up to 40 days of fully 
compensated leave, but their salary is reduced if they’re out longer for anything 
other than a medical illness.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/08/colorado-paid-family-leave-bill-2/

Denver Post: As Colorado college students go hungry, state encourages them to 
apply for SNAP benefits
“Encouraging students to apply to SNAP was not always the case,” said Katie 
Zaback, the Department of Higher Education’s senior policy director. “Years ago, 
we wanted to discourage students because we thought we had their needs met, but 
when you look at survey data, it’s really clear that this is a high need.”
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/08/colorado-students-snap-benefits-food-
stamps/ 

Colorado:
Rep. Tipton op-ed in the Chieftain: State-run insurance a bad option for rural 
Colorado
No other state has successfully implemented a government-operated insurance 
option, which makes it even more imperative that lawmakers not repeat mistakes 
of the past. Coloradans have spent the last decade dealing with the consequences 
of the failed ACA. We cannot afford to replicate the same innovation- and 
competition-killing measures in our state. I urge Democrats to slow down and get 
all the facts before forcing Coloradans onto a state-run health care.

https://www.lajuntatribunedemocrat.com/opinion/20200307/state-run-
insurance-bad-option-for-rural-colorado

Colorado Politics: CALDARA | Hey, Mr. AG, how about some transparency for 
Colorado's hidden taxes?
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/opinion/caldara-hey-mr-ag-how-about-some-
transparency-for-colorado/article_3ff28b1c-5f1c-11ea-88c2-3bf5795501fc.html

Daily Camera: Editorial: It’s too dangerous to build a highway at Rocky Flats
The Camera Editorial Board opposed recreational uses at Rocky Flats, writing that 
“health and safety must supersede the urge to veil risks at Rocky Flats, and the 
only way to ensure safety is to scrap plans for recreation at the refuge.”
https://www.dailycamera.com/2020/03/07/editorial-its-too-dangerous-to-build-
a-highway-at-rocky-flats/ 

CBS4: Jeffco Public Schools Warns Of Fake Information About School Closures
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/08/jeffco-public-schools-closure/ 

US:
Reuters: Confirmed Coronavirus may force Americans to avoid crowds and 
cancel cruises; U.S. cases near 550



Anthony Fauci, the head of the infectious diseases unit at the National Institutes 
of Health, also said on NBC’s “Meet the Press” that after initial missteps 
distributing diagnostic tests, there should be 400,000 more kits available by 
Monday and 4 million by the end of the week.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa/confirmed-
coronavirus-may-force-americans-to-avoid-crowds-and-cancel-cruises-u-s-cases-
near-550-idUSKBN20V0MK 

AP: California prepares to dock cruise ship with 21 virus cases
https://apnews.com/839e1c0bcf336ec3ac88e75d91a225fc

TIME: Kamala Harris Endorses Joe Biden as Rev. Jesse Jackson Officially Backs 
Bernie Sanders
https://time.com/5799151/biden-sanders-endorsement-harris-jackson/

AXIOS: Donald Trump Jr. says he'll debate Hunter Biden and release his taxes
https://www.axios.com/donald-trump-jr-hunter-biden-profiting-presidency-
c914c6fb-703d-437a-8543-d28ef8865999.html

CNN: Oil crashes by most since 1991 as Saudi Arabia launches price war
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/08/investing/oil-prices-crash-opec-russia-saudi-
arabia/index.html

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.





Our Nation’s Governor’s and Staff,

 

We look forward to having our Nation’s Governors join tomorrow’s
call/video teleconference with the Vice President (Monday, March 9 at
12:00 p.m. ET).

 

To receive the most the most up-to-date set of information and
guidance on COVID-19, please go HERE (or
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html).  
 
This is a one-stop-shop for What You Should Know, Situation Updates,
and Information for Specific Audiences including the CDC’s Public
Health Laboratory Testing Map.
 
Latest Updates

·         FDA and CDC take action to increase access to
respirators, including N95s, for health care personnel
(more here)

·         Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Issues New Policy
to Help Expedite Availability of Diagnostics (more here)

·         Comprehensive Update on Testing Numbers (March 7
,2020 – White House Press Briefing by FDA Commissioner
Stephen M. Hahn, M.D.):

CDC has shipped tests sufficient to test about 75,000 individuals
for COVID-19 to Public Health Laboratories. And all Public Health
Laboratories that originally received a CDC test have received
replacement tests. Laboratories in areas with the highest need for
testing based on the outbreak have received additional tests,
however, all state public health labs now have tests available to
them.
As of March 7, the CDC test shipped to public health labs has been
able to test more than 3,500 specimens from 1,583 patients.
Additionally, as of March 6, more than 1.1 million tests have been
shipped to nonpublic health labs.



The manufacturer, IDT, is distributing these tests nationwide,
although the first batch of tests were shipped to the states of
California and Washington based on confirmed clusters in those
areas.
IDT currently has another 400,000 tests which have undergone
and passed final quality control check and we expect those tests to
ship to labs on March 9.
Another manufacturer’s tests will be undergoing a quality control
check. That batch of 640,000 tests could ship as early as March 9.
IDT and other manufacturers believe they can scale up production
so that by the end of next week tests, an additional 4 million tests
could be shipped.
This does not include the ramp up expected by large commercial or
academic labs.

 

The Office of the Vice President and White House Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs (IGA) will continue to share pertinent
information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out
to our office directly if we can be of assistance. Below, please find
additional information.

 

Office of the Vice President
Name Cell Phone Email
Tucker

Obenshain 202-881-6217 Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov

 

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
Name Cell Phone Email
Doug

Hoelscher
202-881-

8950 Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov

Nic Pottebaum 202-881-
7803 Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

Zach Swint 202-881-
6717 Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

Olivia Imhoff 202-881-
7466 Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov

 

 

Thanks,



Nic

              

--

Nicholas D. Pottebaum

Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-2132 | C: 202-881-7803| E:
Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

 

Background & Additional Information
 

 

Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice
President Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to
protect the health and safety of the American people. Decisive
action from President Trump at the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak
—including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy
—has given State and local officials and private sector partners time to
prepare. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led
by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-matter experts,
to organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronavirus Task
Force and broader Administration have worked and will continue to
work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit
partners in preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is
important to note that at this time, the risk for the average
American remains low, and all agencies are working



aggressively to monitor this continuously evolving situation
and to keep our partners and the public informed. 

 

Up-To-Date Information: To receive the most the most up-to-date
set of information and guidance on COVID-19, please go HERE (or
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html).  

·         What You Should Know (here)

·         Travel Information (here)

·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities (here)

·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)

·         Healthcare Professionals (here)

·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities (here)

·         Resources for Health Departments (here)

·         Laboratories (here)

·         Communication Resources (here)

 

Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find
agency-by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.

 

Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and
guidance.

 

·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (here)

·         U.S. Department of Education (here)

·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)

·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)

·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security (here)

·         U.S. Department of State (here)



·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (here)

·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (here)

·         U.S. Department of the Interior (here)

·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (here)

 

Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for
our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal family. As
State and local elected officials, they are your primary points of
contact.

·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie
Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email –
darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone
– 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)

·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595
/ Email – killionw@state.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-
597-5109 / Cell – 202-366-3132 / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-
320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor
(Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)

·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone –
202-440-0728 / Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)

·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone –
202-615-6570 / Email – ryan.lambert@sba.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-
845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 

Local Preparedness Tips: Responses locally executed, state
managed, and federally supported.



·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public
and making information and guidance readily available.

·         Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate guidance
and information.

·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities (a
complete list of State & Territorial Health Department Websites
can be found here)

·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President
Trump and the Administration Are

Taking a Whole-Of-Government
Approach to Protecting the American

People
 

 

 

Top Line.

·         The risk to the American public remains low.

·         The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of



government response to COVID-19 and driving collaboration
between Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.

·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all
the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. In addition,
all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct the test
themselves. Complementing these efforts, leading commercial
laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local
doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the American public.

 

President Trump has made the safety, security and health of
the American people his top priority from day one.

·         There is no higher priority for President Trump than
protecting the health and safety of Americans.

·         In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense
Strategy, which improves speed of action in situations such as
this. 

·         While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the
average American remains low, and the Administration is taking
measures to keep the threat low.

 

Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the
President has taken an unprecedented whole-of-government
approach to protect the American people.

·         President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended
all travel into the United States from China and has issued
subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from
other impacted areas across the globe.

·         Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.

·         Establishing the White House task force to combat the
coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating and
marshalling the full resources and capabilities of the Federal
government to respond to the coronavirus.  

·         Forging relationships and collaboration between the public
and private sectors.

·         Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and
other key stakeholders.



·         The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump
Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus
Plan of Action.

·         Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response
Has Been Handled Well

 

While the overall threat to the American public remains low,
the President has directed the White House Task Force to take
all steps to ensure the health and well-being of the American
people and we are well-prepared.

·         Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but
should stay informed and practice good hygiene.

·         There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be
very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.

·         Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel
habits when traveling and to follow appropriate guidance (see
here). At this time, there are no domestic travel restrictions in
the United States. 

·         We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and
have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an investigational
antiviral.

·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all
the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested it. Between
March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were distributed
across the country.

·         The United States has the finest public health system in the
world and knows the playbook to respond to infectious disease
outbreaks.

 

Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness &
response efforts.

·         Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate
with State, local, and tribal officials on the Federal government’s
efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

·         Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on



conference call briefings with Federal partners on January 30,
February 9, February 20 and March 2. These communications
remain ongoing.

·         White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department
Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city health officials
from over 30 States and territories to thank them for their
leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

·         HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous
national briefing calls with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and
community leaders.

·         The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and
tribal elected and appointed leaders’ associations.

 

Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent
Administrations actions.

·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis
and can be viewed live here)

o   March 6: Video

o   March 4: Video

o   March 2: Video

o   February 29: Video

·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and
Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6)
(transcript/video)

·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend
Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4)
(transcript/video)

·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and
Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4) (transcript)

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces
Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)

·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and
attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3) (transcript)



·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with
Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4) (transcript/video)

 





increase access to respirators, including N95s, for health
care personnel (more here)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Update: FDA Issues New Policy to Help Expedite Availability
of Diagnostics (more here)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Comprehensive Update on Testing
Numbers (March 7 ,2020 – White House Press Briefing by FDA
Commissioner Stephen M. Hahn, M.D.):

CDC has shipped tests sufficient to test about 75,000 individuals for
COVID-19 to Public Health Laboratories. And all Public Health
Laboratories that originally received a CDC test have received
replacement tests. Laboratories in areas with the highest need for testing
based on the outbreak have received additional tests, however, all state
public health labs now have tests available to them.
As of March 7, the CDC test shipped to public health labs has been able to
test more than 3,500 specimens from 1,583 patients.
Additionally, as of March 6, more than 1.1 million tests have been shipped
to nonpublic health labs.
The manufacturer, IDT, is distributing these tests nationwide, although
the first batch of tests were shipped to the states of California and
Washington based on confirmed clusters in those areas.
IDT currently has another 400,000 tests which have undergone and
passed final quality control check and we expect those tests to ship to labs
on March 9.
Another manufacturer’s tests will be undergoing a quality control check.
That batch of 640,000 tests could ship as early as March 9.
IDT and other manufacturers believe they can scale up production so that
by the end of next week tests, an additional 4 million tests could be
shipped.
This does not include the ramp up expected by large commercial or
academic labs.

 
The Office of the Vice President and White House Office of Intergovernmental
Affairs (IGA) will continue to share pertinent information as it becomes
available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can be of
assistance. Below, please find additional information.
 

Office of the Vice President
Name Cell Phone Email

Tucker Obenshain 202-881-6217 Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov
 

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
Name Cell Phone Email

Doug Hoelscher 202-881-8950 Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov
Nic Pottebaum 202-881-7803 Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

Zach Swint 202-881-6717 Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov



Olivia Imhoff 202-881-7466 Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov
 
 
Thanks,
Nic
              
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: 202-881-7803| E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
 

Background & Additional Information
 

 
Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President
Pence, the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the health
and safety of the American people. Decisive action from President Trump at the
beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak—including prudent travel restrictions and
an early containment strategy—has given State and local officials and private
sector partners time to prepare. In January, the President formed a
Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of
subject-matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response. The
Coronavirus Task Force and broader Administration have worked and will
continue to work with State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-
profit partners in preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is
important to note that at this time, the risk for the average
American remains low, and all agencies are working aggressively
to monitor this continuously evolving situation and to keep our
partners and the public informed. 
 
Up-To-Date Information: To receive the most the most up-to-date set of
information and guidance on COVID-19, please go HERE (or
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html).  

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->What You Should Know (here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Travel Information (here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Preventing COVID-10 Spread in

Communities (here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Higher Risk & Special Populations



(here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Healthcare Professionals (here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Resources for Healthcare Facilities

(here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Resources for Health Departments

(here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Laboratories (here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Communication Resources (here)

 
Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-
by-agency information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (here)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Education (here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Labor (here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Homeland Security

(here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of State (here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

(here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

(here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of the Interior (here)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Centers for Medicare and Medicaid

(here)
 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our
Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal family. As State and
local elected officials, they are your primary points of contact.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Health & Human
Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-1058 / Email –
darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Homeland
Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 / Email –
cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion
(Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email – killionw@state.gov)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Transportation:
Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – 202-366-3132 / Email –
sean.poole@dot.gov)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Education: Susan
Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email – susan.falconer@ed.gov)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs:
Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 / Email –



Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Environmental Protection Agency:

Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 / Email –
carter.brittanys@epa.gov)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Small Business Administration:
Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email –
ryan.lambert@sba.gov)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie
Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email - lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 
Local Preparedness Tips: Responses locally executed, state managed, and
federally supported.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Ensuring clear, open lines of
communication with the public and making information and guidance
readily available.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Sharing and disseminating verified and
accurate guidance and information.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Coordinating with State and local
health authorities (a complete list of State & Territorial Health
Department Websites can be found here)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Reviewing local preparedness plans
and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President
Trump and the Administration Are Taking

a Whole-Of-Government Approach to
Protecting the American People

 

 
 
Top Line.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->The risk to the American public



remains low.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->The Coronavirus Task Force is

marshalling a whole-of government response to COVID-19 and driving
collaboration between Federal-State-Tribal-Local stakeholders.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->The Federal Government has been able
to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested
it. In addition, all state labs have the test and are empowered to conduct
the test themselves. Complementing these efforts, leading commercial
laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local
doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the American public.

 
President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the
American people his top priority from day one.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->There is no higher priority for
President Trump than protecting the health and safety of Americans.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->In 2018, President Trump signed the
National Biodefense Strategy, which improves speed of action in
situations such as this. 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->While additional cases are expected,
the general risk to the average American remains low, and the
Administration is taking measures to keep the threat low.

 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President
has taken an unprecedented whole-of-government approach to
protect the American people.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->President Trump took unprecedented
action and suspended all travel into the United States from China and
has issued subsequent screening measures and guidance on travel from
other impacted areas across the globe.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Issuing a public health emergency
declaration on January 31.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Establishing the White House task
force to combat the coronavirus spread. The Task Force is coordinating
and marshalling the full resources and capabilities of the Federal
government to respond to the coronavirus.  

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Forging relationships and collaboration
between the public and private sectors.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Remained in close contact with our
Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->The Washington Times: Thanks to
Trump Administration, the United States has a Coronavirus
Plan of Action.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus
Public Health Response Has Been Handled Well

 
While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the
President has directed the White House Task Force to take all steps
to ensure the health and well-being of the American people and we
are well-prepared.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Americans do not need to change their



day-to-day lives but should stay informed and practice good hygiene.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->There are good tried and true hygiene

practices which can be very effective to reduce the chance of getting sick.
<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Travelers are encouraged to always

exercise healthy travel habits when traveling and to follow appropriate
guidance (see here). At this time, there are no domestic travel
restrictions in the United States. 

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->We are working rapidly on therapeutics
and vaccines and have launched the first U.S. clinical trial for an
investigational antiviral.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->The Federal Government has been able
to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions and labs that have requested
it. Between March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000 tests were
distributed across the country.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->The United States has the finest public
health system in the world and knows the playbook to respond to
infectious disease outbreaks.

 
Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response
efforts.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Federal officials have been working
diligently to communicate with State, local, and tribal officials on the
Federal government’s efforts to prepare and respond to COVID-1.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Our Nation’s Governors have
participated in-person and on conference call briefings with Federal
partners on January 30, February 9, February 20 and March 2. These
communications remain ongoing.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT,
and State Department Officials met with over 40 State, county, and city
health officials from over 30 States and territories to thank them for
their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners
have held numerous national briefing calls with State, local, tribal,
private-sector, and community leaders.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->The Trump Administration is
partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and appointed leaders’
associations.

 
Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent
Administrations actions.

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Task Force Briefings (briefings are held
on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->o   <!--[endif]-->March 6: Video
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o   <!--[endif]-->March 4: Video
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o   <!--[endif]-->March 2: Video
<!--[if !supportLists]-->o   <!--[endif]-->February 29: Video

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->President Trump Signs the Coronavirus
Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020
(March 6) (transcript/video)



<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->President Trump and Vice President
Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs (March 4)
(transcript/video)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Vice President Pence meets with Long-
Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider Executives (March 4)
(transcript)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread of Coronavirus
(March 4) (more here)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->President Trump Visits the National
Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing (March 3)
(transcript)

<!--[if !supportLists]-->·         <!--[endif]-->Vice President Pence attends
Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)
(transcript/video)

 



From: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO on behalf of Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>
To: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO; Imhoff, Olivia

P. EOP/WHO
Subject: Latest Information - COVID-19
Date: Sunday, March 8, 2020 7:31:01 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Our Nation’s Governor’s and Staff,
 
We look forward to having our Nation’s Governors join tomorrow’s call/video
teleconference with the Vice President (Monday, March 9 at 12:00 p.m. ET).
 
To receive the most the most up-to-date set of information and guidance on
COVID-19, please go HERE (or https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/index.html).  
 
This is a one-stop-shop for What You Should Know, Situation Updates, and
Information for Specific Audiences including the CDC’s Public Health
Laboratory Testing Map.
 
Latest Updates

·         FDA and CDC take action to increase access to respirators, including
N95s, for health care personnel (more here)

·         Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Issues New Policy to Help
Expedite Availability of Diagnostics (more here)

·         Comprehensive Update on Testing Numbers (March 7 ,2020 – White House
Press Briefing by FDA Commissioner Stephen M. Hahn, M.D.):

CDC has shipped tests sufficient to test about 75,000 individuals for COVID-19 to
Public Health Laboratories. And all Public Health Laboratories that originally
received a CDC test have received replacement tests. Laboratories in areas with the
highest need for testing based on the outbreak have received additional tests,
however, all state public health labs now have tests available to them.
As of March 7, the CDC test shipped to public health labs has been able to test more
than 3,500 specimens from 1,583 patients.
Additionally, as of March 6, more than 1.1 million tests have been shipped to
nonpublic health labs.
The manufacturer, IDT, is distributing these tests nationwide, although the first batch
of tests were shipped to the states of California and Washington based on confirmed
clusters in those areas.
IDT currently has another 400,000 tests which have undergone and passed final
quality control check and we expect those tests to ship to labs on March 9.



Another manufacturer’s tests will be undergoing a quality control check. That batch of
640,000 tests could ship as early as March 9.
IDT and other manufacturers believe they can scale up production so that by the end
of next week tests, an additional 4 million tests could be shipped.
This does not include the ramp up expected by large commercial or academic labs.

 
The Office of the Vice President and White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (IGA)
will continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate
to reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance. Below, please find additional
information.
 

Office of the Vice President
Name Cell Phone Email

Tucker Obenshain 202-881-6217 Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov
 

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
Name Cell Phone Email

Doug Hoelscher 202-881-8950 Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov
Nic Pottebaum 202-881-7803 Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

Zach Swint 202-881-6717 Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov
Olivia Imhoff 202-881-7466 Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov

 
 
Thanks,
Nic
              
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: 202-881-7803| E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
 

Background & Additional Information
 

 
Background: Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence, the full
weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the health and safety of the American
people. Decisive action from President Trump at the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak—



including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment strategy—has given State
and local officials and private sector partners time to prepare. In January, the President
formed a Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of
subject-matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response. The Coronavirus Task
Force and broader Administration have worked and will continue to work with State-Local-
Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit partners in preparing for and responding
to the Coronavirus. It is important to note that at this time, the risk for the
average American remains low, and all agencies are working aggressively to
monitor this continuously evolving situation and to keep our partners and
the public informed. 
 
Up-To-Date Information: To receive the most the most up-to-date set of information
and guidance on COVID-19, please go HERE (or https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/index.html).  

·         What You Should Know (here)
·         Travel Information (here)
·         Preventing COVID-10 Spread in Communities (here)
·         Higher Risk & Special Populations (here)
·         Healthcare Professionals (here)
·         Resources for Healthcare Facilities (here)
·         Resources for Health Departments (here)
·         Laboratories (here)
·         Communication Resources (here)

 
Agency Resources and Contact Information: Below, please find agency-by-agency
information, guidance, and contact information.
 
Resources – Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and guidance.
 

·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (here)
·         U.S. Department of Education (here)
·         U.S. Department of Agriculture (here)
·         U.S. Department of Labor (here)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security (here)
·         U.S. Department of State (here)
·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (here)
·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (here)
·         U.S. Department of the Interior (here)
·         Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (here)

 
Contact Information – Below, please find contact information for our
Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal family. As State and local elected
officials, they are your primary points of contact.

·         U.S. Department of Health & Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone – 202-690-
1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security: Cherie Short (Phone – 202-893-2941 /
Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)

·         U.S. Department of State: Bill Killion (Phone – 202-647-7595 / Email –
killionw@state.gov)



·         U.S. Department of Transportation: Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell –
202-366-3132 / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Education: Susan Falconer (Phone – 202-320-6837 / Email –
susan.falconer@ed.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone – 202-461-7385 /
Email – Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)

·         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Britt Carter (Phone – 202-440-0728 /
Email – carter.brittanys@epa.gov)

·         U.S. Small Business Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone – 202-615-6570 / Email
– ryan.lambert@sba.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone – 202-845-3872 / Email -
lillie.brady@usda.gov)

 
Local Preparedness Tips: Responses locally executed, state managed, and federally
supported.

·         Ensuring clear, open lines of communication with the public and making
information and guidance readily available.

·         Sharing and disseminating verified and accurate guidance and information.
·         Coordinating with State and local health authorities (a complete list of State &

Territorial Health Department Websites can be found here)
·         Reviewing local preparedness plans and strategies.

 

What You Need To Know: President Trump and
the Administration Are Taking a Whole-Of-

Government Approach to Protecting the
American People

 

 
 
Top Line.

·         The risk to the American public remains low.
·         The Coronavirus Task Force is marshalling a whole-of government response to



COVID-19 and driving collaboration between Federal-State-Tribal-Local
stakeholders.

·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions
and labs that have requested it. In addition, all state labs have the test and are
empowered to conduct the test themselves. Complementing these efforts, leading
commercial laboratories in the country will soon have tests available for local
doctors, pharmacies, and broadly to the American public.

 
President Trump has made the safety, security and health of the American
people his top priority from day one.

·         There is no higher priority for President Trump than protecting the health and
safety of Americans.

·         In 2018, President Trump signed the National Biodefense Strategy, which
improves speed of action in situations such as this. 

·         While additional cases are expected, the general risk to the average American
remains low, and the Administration is taking measures to keep the threat low.

 
Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken
an unprecedented whole-of-government approach to protect the American
people.

·         President Trump took unprecedented action and suspended all travel into the
United States from China and has issued subsequent screening measures and
guidance on travel from other impacted areas across the globe.

·         Issuing a public health emergency declaration on January 31.
·         Establishing the White House task force to combat the coronavirus spread. The

Task Force is coordinating and marshalling the full resources and capabilities of the
Federal government to respond to the coronavirus.  

·         Forging relationships and collaboration between the public and private sectors.
·         Remained in close contact with our Nation’s governors and other key stakeholders.
·         The Washington Times: Thanks to Trump Administration, the United

States has a Coronavirus Plan of Action.
·         Dr. Marc Siegel: Coronavirus Public Health Response Has Been Handled

Well
 
While the overall threat to the American public remains low, the President has
directed the White House Task Force to take all steps to ensure the health and
well-being of the American people and we are well-prepared.

·         Americans do not need to change their day-to-day lives but should stay informed
and practice good hygiene.

·         There are good tried and true hygiene practices which can be very effective to
reduce the chance of getting sick.

·         Travelers are encouraged to always exercise healthy travel habits when traveling
and to follow appropriate guidance (see here). At this time, there are no domestic
travel restrictions in the United States. 

·         We are working rapidly on therapeutics and vaccines and have launched the first
U.S. clinical trial for an investigational antiviral.

·         The Federal Government has been able to provide tests to all the state jurisdictions
and labs that have requested it. Between March 2nd and 5th, more than 900,000
tests were distributed across the country.

·         The United States has the finest public health system in the world and knows the



playbook to respond to infectious disease outbreaks.
 
Local, State, tribal, & Federal coordinated preparedness & response efforts.

·         Federal officials have been working diligently to communicate with State, local, and
tribal officials on the Federal government’s efforts to prepare and respond to
COVID-1.

·         Our Nation’s Governors have participated in-person and on conference call
briefings with Federal partners on January 30, February 9, February 20 and March
2. These communications remain ongoing.

·         White House, OMB, HHS, DHS, DOT, and State Department Officials met with over
40 State, county, and city health officials from over 30 States and territories to thank
them for their leadership and to continue discussions on the Federal-State-Local
partnership to prepare and respond to COVID-19 (February 25).

·         HHS, CDC, DHS, and Federal partners have held numerous national briefing calls
with State, local, tribal, private-sector, and community leaders.

·         The Trump Administration is partnering with State, local, and tribal elected and
appointed leaders’ associations.

 
Recent Actions: Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations
actions.

·         Task Force Briefings (briefings are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live
here)

o   March 6: Video
o   March 4: Video
o   March 2: Video
o   February 29: Video

·         President Trump Signs the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6) (transcript/video)

·         President Trump and Vice President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline
CEOs (March 4) (transcript/video)

·         Vice President Pence meets with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care
Provider Executives (March 4) (transcript)

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address
Spread of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)

·         President Trump Visits the National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable
Briefing (March 3) (transcript)

·         Vice President Pence attends Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs
(March 4) (transcript/video)

 



From: Cahill - GOVOffice  Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice  Conor <conor.cahill@state co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Release: No additional presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado today
Date: Sunday, March 8, 2020 5:19:35 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Sun, Mar 8, 2020 at 5:00 PM
Subject: Release: No additional presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado today
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media info@state.co.us 

 
No additional presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado today

DENVER, March 8: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment’s (CDPHE) state lab 
identified no additional presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 today. From 5 p.m. last night to 4 p.m. 
today, the state completed tests on 39 specimens that fit testing criteria. 

We are aware of a confirmed COVID-19 case in Australia with ties to the Aspen community. One woman 
in her 20s who was visiting Aspen returned home to Australia earlier this week, where she tested 
positive for COVID-19. The individual had contact with Aspen residents and visitors at social gatherings; 
some of the people who had contact with the woman have reported experiencing respiratory symptoms.

CDPHE and Pitkin County Public Health are reaching out to people who were known to have been in 
contact with the Australian patient during her Aspen visit. Pitkin County Public Health and CDPHE are 
working on a plan to get symptomatic people tested. 

CDPHE and the State Emergency Operations Center are monitoring this issue and working closely with 
local health and safety agencies to support their needs. 

If you are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 and live in Aspen, please call 970-456-2199 for 
instructions prior to visiting a health care facility.
 
Certain people are at higher risk of getting very sick from COVID-19, including:

Older adults, especially those over age 80.

People who have chronic medical conditions like heart, lung, or kidney disease.

Older adults who have chronic medical conditions are at highest risk.

People at higher risk should take action now to be prepared for this virus if there is an outbreak in 
their community. CDC has the information you need to prepare. 



Prior to March 8, 2020, eight cases of COVID-19 have been identified in Colorado:

Denver County

One case in a man in his 40s. The investigation is ongoing. 

One case in a woman in her 70s, exposed during international travel.

Douglas County

One case in a school-aged female, exposed during international travel.

One case in a woman in her 40s, exposed during international travel. 

One case in a woman in her 70s, exposed during international travel. 

Eagle County

One case in a woman in her 50s, exposed during international travel. 

El Paso County

One case in a man in his 40s. The investigation is ongoing.

Summit County

One case in a man in his 30s, an out-of-state resident who was exposed during international 
travel or through contact with an out-of-state case.

 
Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus

 
###



From: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice on behalf of Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To: @state.co.us
Subject: Draft Bulletin on COVID-19 to Gov Office.docx
Date: Sunday, March 8, 2020 5:16:20 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.txt

Draft Bulletin on COVID-19 to Gov Office.docx



From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa @state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Release: No additional presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado today
Date: Sunday, March 8, 2020 5 06:01 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Sun, Mar 8, 2020 at 5:00 PM
Subject: Release: No additional presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado today
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media info@state.co.us 

 
No additional presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado today

DENVER, March 8: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment’s (CDPHE) state lab 
identified no additional presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 today. From 5 p.m. last night to 4 p.m. 
today, the state completed tests on 39 specimens that fit testing criteria. 

We are aware of a confirmed COVID-19 case in Australia with ties to the Aspen community. One woman 
in her 20s who was visiting Aspen returned home to Australia earlier this week, where she tested 
positive for COVID-19. The individual had contact with Aspen residents and visitors at social gatherings; 
some of the people who had contact with the woman have reported experiencing respiratory symptoms.

CDPHE and Pitkin County Public Health are reaching out to people who were known to have been in 
contact with the Australian patient during her Aspen visit. Pitkin County Public Health and CDPHE are 
working on a plan to get symptomatic people tested. 

CDPHE and the State Emergency Operations Center are monitoring this issue and working closely with 
local health and safety agencies to support their needs. 

If you are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 and live in Aspen, please call 970-456-2199 for 
instructions prior to visiting a health care facility.
 
Certain people are at higher risk of getting very sick from COVID-19, including:

Older adults, especially those over age 80.

People who have chronic medical conditions like heart, lung, or kidney disease.

Older adults who have chronic medical conditions are at highest risk.

People at higher risk should take action now to be prepared for this virus if there is an outbreak in 
their community. CDC has the information you need to prepare. 

Prior to March 8, 2020, eight cases of COVID-19 have been identified in Colorado:

Denver County

One case in a man in his 40s. The investigation is ongoing. 

One case in a woman in her 70s, exposed during international travel.





From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Release: No additional presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado today
Date: Saturday, March 7, 2020 6:03:18 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: CDPHE News <cdphe.officeofcommunications@state.co.us>
Date: Sat, Mar 7, 2020 at 5:46 PM
Subject: Release: No additional presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in
Colorado today
To: cdphe officeofcommunications <cdphe.officeofcommunications@state.co.us>

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Media line: 303-691-7870

___________________________________________________________

 

No additional presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 

identified in Colorado today

DENVER, March 7: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment’s (CDPHE) 

state lab identified no additional presumptive positive tests today. The CDPHE lab 

conducted 44 tests today.

 

“We are focused on ensuring the public has access to accurate and up to date 

information. We are acting promptly and appreciate the coordination and efforts of local 

public health departments and officials. Colorado is in this together and we must 

continue to act accordingly,” said Executive Director Jill Hunsaker Ryan.  

CDPHE released the following information about the additional cases of COVID-19 in 

Colorado. 

 

As of March 7, 2020, eight cases of COVID-19 have been identified in Colorado:

Denver County

One case in a man in his 40s. The investigation is ongoing. 



One case in a woman in her 70s, exposed during international travel.

Douglas County

One case in a school-aged female, exposed during international travel.

One case in a woman in her 40s, exposed during international travel. 

One case in a woman in her 70s, exposed during international travel. 

Eagle County

One case in a woman in her 50s, exposed during international travel. 

El Paso County

One case in a man in his 40s. The investigation is ongoing.

Summit County

One case in a man in his 30s, an out-of-state resident who was exposed during 
international travel or through contact with an out-of-state case.

This week, the state laboratory expanded testing guidelines to ensure early detection in 

order to slow and limit transmission. 

When cases test positive, the individual and their close contacts like family members and 

roommates are instructed to “isolate” (isolation is in the case of a person with a positive 

COVID test) or “quarantine” themselves (quarantine is if there is a suspected exposure). 

Meanwhile the state or local public health agency works to identify other possible 

contacts. Public health agencies can issue individual quarantine and isolation orders 

requiring individuals to remain at home for a certain period of time. Quarantine orders 

also include instructions for how to seek care and testing if the individual becomes 

symptomatic. The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment and local 

public health agencies began to issue orders on Thursday with the announcement of 

positive cases.

Per protocol, each local public health agency is the lead investigator on cases involving 

people who reside within their jurisdictions. They will provide information as necessary 

and appropriate to protect the public’s health. The state will provide technical 

assistance to counties and will act as the lead investigator on any cases that occur in 



Colorado but involve residents of other states or countries.  The department will update 

numbers on our website and provide daily media summaries as long as necessary. 

COVID-19 is primarily spread through respiratory droplets produced when an infected 

person coughs or sneezes. People who have sustained contact within six feet of an 

infected individual are most at risk of transmission.

 

The department continues to work closely with the CDC and public health agencies across 

the state and is committed to protecting the health and safety of Coloradans. Health 

officials advise Coloradans to stay informed, take simple disease prevention measures, 

and prepare. 

Take simple disease prevention measures

Frequently and thoroughly wash your hands with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not available, use hand sanitizer 
with at least 60% alcohol.

Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the 
trash, or use your inner elbow or sleeve.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands

Stay home if you’re sick, and keep your children home if they are sick. 
Talk to your employer about working from home if necessary.

Clean surfaces in your home, and personal items such as cell phones, using 
regular household products.

Be calm and prepared.

FEMA: Guidance for COVID-19 preparedness 

CDC: Getting your household ready for COVID-19



Stay informed with reliable, up-to-date information.

People who have general questions about coronavirus disease 2019, can call 
CO HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-2911, for answers in many 
languages,  or email COHELP@RMPDC.org, for answers in English.

Coloradans can also visit the CDC and CDPHE websites for more information 
on best practices.

If you have upcoming travel plans visit the CDC’s website for the latest 
travel information. 

 
Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus
 
###

---

www.colorado.gov/cdphe/cdphenews

Media line: 303-691-7870



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/6/2020
Date: Friday, March 6, 2020 9:12:29 PM

A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/6/2020

Governor, Lt. Gov & First Gentleman 

CBS4: Governor's Mansion Open For Events, Including Weddings
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bWm21XqEss

CBS4: ‘All Hands On Deck’: Colorado Department Of Public Health Prepares For 
Coronavirus Testing
“It’s a little bit of an all hands on deck approach and the staff are really kind of 
excited to put all of their technical use towards something that is really affecting 
people’s daily lives,” said Emily Travanty, the Deputy and Scientific Director State 
Public Health Laboratory.
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/06/coronavirus-testing-colorado-public-
health/

AP: 8 in Colorado test positive for coronavirus, are isolated
https://www.abqjournal.com/1428264/2-people-test-positive-for-coronavirus-
in-colorado.html

Denver Post: Here’s what we know about the movements of Colorado’s first 
coronavirus patient
Earlier this week, a California man visiting Colorado tested positive for the highly 
infectious coronavirus. It was the first reported case in the state, but has since 
been followed by more.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/06/colorado-coronavirus-patient-summit-
county/ 

Glenwood Springs Post-Independent: Colorado Gov. Jared Polis visits Glenwood 
Springs
Polis’ first order of business was to tour a future affordable housing site, which 
once completed will provide units for Iron Mountain Hot Springs, Glenwood Caverns 
Adventure Park and Colorado Department of Transportation employees.

“We need both,” Polis, a Democrat, said with respect to free market and 
affordable housing. “This is an example of a good partnership that’ll have 19 units; 
about five will be (for) our state employees.”
https://www.postindependent.com/news/colorado-gov-jared-polis-visits-
glenwood-springs/

KKTV: 8 presumptive cases of COVID-19 coronavirus in Colorado, including 1 in 
El Paso County
https://www.kktv.com/content/news/BREAKING--568535251.html 



CBS4:  Governor Polis Will Sign CROWN Act
https://denver.cbslocal.com/video/4474076-governor-polis-will-sign-crown-act/ 

KOAA: Gov Polis to sign bill making hair discrimination against state law 
"It will tell schools to change their policies, to ensure that they're not racially 
motivated, whether consciously or unconsciously," Herod said. When we spoke with 
Rep. Herod she was at a hair appointment with Keva Morris, who explains links 
between relaxers and potential health problems.
https://www.koaa.com/news/capitol-watch/gov-polis-to-sign-bill-making-hair-
discrimination-against-state-law 

CPR: In Summit County, Where Colorado’s First Positive Coronavirus Case Was 
Found, It’s Mostly Business As Usual
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/06/in-summit-county-where-colorados-first-
positive-coronavirus-case-was-found-its-mostly-business-as-usual/

Chieftain: Legislative roundup: Colorado becomes 5th state to support CROWN 
Act
https://www.chieftain.com/news/20200306/legislative-roundup-colorado-
becomes-5th-state-to-support-crown-act

Chieftain: Colo. reports 8 ‘presumptive positive’ cases of coronavirus
https://www.chieftain.com/news/20200306/colo-reports-8-presumptive-positive-
cases-of-coronavirus

Fox31: Summit County identifies condo in Keystone where coronavirus patient 
stayed
The man spent time in Italy in mid-February, Polis said. One of his travel 
companions during that trip tested positive for the virus.
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/summit-county-identifies-condo-in-keystone-
where-coronavirus-patient-stayed/

Centennial Citizen: Three Douglas County residents 'presumptive positive' for 
COVID-19
https://centennialcitizen.net/stories/three-douglas-county-residents-presumptive-
positive-for-covid-19,295695

CPR: How Democrats And Republicans Are Responding To COVID-19 Ahead Of 
Their Caucuses
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/06/how-democrats-and-republicans-are-responding-
to-covid-19-ahead-of-their-caucuses/ 

Newsweek; CORONAVIRUS U.S. OUTBREAK UPDATE: DEATH TOLL REACHES 14, 
WITH NEW CASES IN NEW JERSEY, MASSACHUSETTS, COLORADO, MARYLAND, 
TEXAS
https://www.newsweek.com/corona-virus-update-new-cases-death-tolll-
washington-new-jersey-texas-colorado-maryland-1490931



Denver Post: Democratic U.S. Senate candidates prepare for caucuses Saturday
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/06/colorado-caucus-senate-2020-election/ 

KRCC: El Paso County Announces First Presumptive Coronavirus Case
https://www.krcc.org/post/el-paso-county-announces-first-presumptive-
coronavirus-case

Cortez Journal: Economic developers of Southwest Colorado unite
He noted getting word out about business assistance offered by OEDIT to rural 
communities beyond the Front Range is a top goal of Gov. Jared Polis’ 
administration
https://the-journal.com/articles/170483

Colorado Politics: NRSC lays Suncor's problems at Hickenlooper's feet
Suncor operates the only major petroleum refinery in the state in Commerce City. 
The company is set to pay a $9 million settlement to the Polis administration to 
resolve air pollution violations — the costliest payout over air quality violations in 
state history.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/nrsc-lays-suncor-s-problems-at-
hickenlooper-s-feet/article_9bd455de-5ffb-11ea-aa8d-976fe6be4134.html 

Westword: Colorado's First Justice Systems Forum Breaks Out of the Box
Governor Jared Polis hosted the first justice-system forum of his administration on 
March 4 and 5 at the Westin Hotel in Westminister, where representatives of the 
Colorado Department of Public Safety, the Colorado Department of Corrections and 
the Colorado Department of Human Services, as well as judges and elected officials 
including district attorneys and sheriffs, met and mingled with members of victims' 
advocacy and community-service groups at the Colorado Justice Systems Forum: 
Working Together Toward an Improved Criminal Justice System.
https://www.westword.com/news/colorado-justice-systems-forum-looks-at-
possible-prison-reforms-11658492

Loveland Reporter Herald: At Loveland event, Gov. Polis calls on all voices to 
join sustainability effort
“We need everyone’s ideas. We need everybody’s voice,” Polis said. “Together we 
can protect our way of life and support our academic growth, so that we can be 
the one that markets many of these climate solutions across our country and across 
the world, have a better environment here at home and a better economy for 
ourselves and the future.”
https://www.reporterherald.com/2020/03/06/at-loveland-event-gov-polis-calls-on-
all-voices-to-join-sustainability-effort/ 

Denver Post: Colorado becomes 5th state to ban natural hair discrimination
The governor signed House Bill 1048 at Cleo Parker Robinson Dance, a studio and 
performing arts school based in African-American traditions.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/06/crown-act-colorado-hair-
discrimination/ 



NPR: Paid Family Leave Bill Faces An Uphill Fight In Colorado
But the task force recommendations were met with objections from various 
lawmakers, as well as Gov. Jared Polis. He had asked the task force to consider 
paid leave models other than a state-run program.
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/03/06/810139462/paid-family-
leave-bill-faces-an-uphill-fight-in-colorado

Denver Post: Colorado Senate President Wins Standoff with Polis on Utilities 
Appointee 
It’s not often that the legislature stands up to Gov. Jared Polis — in fact, it’s 
usually the other way around — but that has happened in the case of his nominee 
to a critical state board.

As recently as a week ago, Polis’ office disagreed with those concerns, and the 
governor sounded determined to seat Perkins on the PUC. He did say, however, 
that he would reconsider if it became necessary.

Garcia welcomed Polis’ decision Friday.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/06/jared-polis-puc-colorado-senate/

Chieftain: Colorado governor makes new PUC nomination
“I want to thank the governor for listening to our concerns and working to find a 
nominee that can be an effective PUC member and who will put consumers’ needs 
first,” he said. “As the confirmation process moves forward, the Senate will 
continue to do our due diligence with this appointment and every appointment the 
governor sends to our chamber.”
https://www.chieftain.com/news/20200306/colorado-governor-makes-new-puc-
nomination 

KOAA: Gov. Polis to sign bill making hair discrimination against state law
Colorado Governor Jared Polis will sign House Bill 1048 into law on Friday, making 
it illegal to discriminate against someone bases on their hairstyle.
https://www.koaa.com/news/capitol-watch/gov-polis-to-sign-bill-making-hair-
discrimination-against-state-law

BizWest: Governor calls for all voices in campaign to achieve sustainability

For Gov. Jared Polis, climate action is not a zero-sum game. Without aggressive 
measures from municipal to federal governments, everyone loses.
https://bizwest.com/2020/03/06/governor-calls-for-all-voices-in-campaign-to-
achieve-sustainability/

CBS: Thankful For The Opportunity’: Erik Jensen Ready For Second Chance After 
Being Released From Prison
He has reckoned with what he did and didn’t do and is remorseful, yet his earliest 
chance of parole was in 2039. That is, until December 2019 when Gov. Jared Polis 
commuted his sentence.



https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/05/erik-jensen-nathan-ybanez-prison-
sentence-jared-polis/

Post Independent: Veterans, locals disappointed but understanding of VA’s 
decision to cancel annual Snowmass clinic
 In a news conference Thursday evening, Gov. Jared Polis said there was a second 
confirmed case but officials did not release any more information other than it 
was not related to the case in Summit County.
https://www.postindependent.com/news/veterans-locals-disappointed-but-
understanding-of-vas-decision-to-cancel-annual-snowmass-clinic/

Denver Post: Democratic U.S. Senate candidates prepare for caucuses Saturday
 In 2018, for example, Cary Kennedy easily won the Democratic gubernatorial 
preference poll but lost handily to Jared Polis in that summer’s primary.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/06/colorado-caucus-senate-2020-election/

Steamboat Pilot & Today: County commissioner announces reelection campaign 
with focus on climate change, energy transition
On Friday, Monger plans to attend Just Transition Advisory Committee’s meeting in 
Hayden, which Gov. Jared Polis also is scheduled to attend.
https://www.steamboatpilot.com/news/county-commissioner-announces-
reelection-campaign-with-focus-on-climate-change-energy-transition/

CO Politics: OPINION | ...But when the prez picks on the court, its chief justice 
keeps mum
While not a perfect analogy, can you imagine the outrage if Colorado Gov. Jared 
Polis chose to attack members of the Colorado Supreme Court by name, and 
demanded they recuse themselves from anything touched by the Governor’s Office? 
The outrage would be, I believe, loud and bipartisan. 
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/opinion/opinion-but-when-the-prez-picks-on-
the-court-its/article 5463f9ee-5f55-11ea-a9dd-73a5bceed8ff.html

Sentinel: 2 people isolated after testing positive for coronavirus in Colorado
Gov. Jared Polis announced both cases during a news conference Thursday

“The more we can test, the quicker we can identify, the higher the likelihood of 
successful containment is. It’s really that simple,” Polis said.
https://sentinelcolorado.com/0trending/2-people-test-positive-for-coronavirus-in-
colorado/

CBS4: Colorado: 2 ‘Presumptive’ Cases Of Coronavirus Confirmed
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/05/colorados-first-case-coronavirus/ 

OutThereColorado:  COVID-19 hits Colorado, first presumptive positive case 



confirmed by Polis
https://www.outtherecolorado.com/covid-19-hits-colorado-first-presumptive-
positive-case-confirmed-by-polis/

Kaiser Health News: Colorado one of few states with solid crisis plan should 
coronavirus overwhelm US hospitals
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2020/03/05/coronavirus-colorado-one-
few-states-solid-health-care-crisis-plan-hospitals-pandemic/4963885002/

Chieftain: Colo. reports 2 ‘presumptive positive’ cases of coronavirus
https://www.fowlertribune.com/news/20200305/colo-reports-2--presumptive-
positive-cases-of-coronavirus

NBC News: Colorado announces first presumptive case of coronavirus
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/live-blog/coronavirus-updates-
live-california-declares-emergency-governments-race-stop-spread-
n1150561/ncrd1150971 

Denver Post: Colorado announces first two cases of coronavirus in the state
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/05/colorado-coronavirus-case-
confirmed/ 

Fox31: Coronavirus: 2 ‘presumptive positive’ cases in Colorado, Polis says
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/first-presumed-positive-coronavirus-case-
reported-in-colorado-polis-confirms/

USA Today: Coronavirus updates: 3,500 cruise passengers confined off San 
Francisco; more than 230 infected in US
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2020/03/05/coronavirus-live-
updates-us-death-toll-schools-amtrak/4953471002/ 

Fox31: Watch: Coronavirus in Colorado news conference with governor, health 
department
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/watch-coronavirus-in-colorado-news-
conference-with-governor-health-department/ 

KKTV: 2 presumptive cases of coronavirus in Colorado, 1 patient skied at 
Keystone and Vail
https://www.kktv.com/content/news/BREAKING--568535251.html

Gazette: Douglas County woman is second person in Colorado to test positive for 
coronavirus
https://gazette.com/nowall/coronavirus-in-colorado-governor-announces-first-
positive-cases/article 520ccb32-5f35-11ea-9007-0b3d9a8eaf59.html 

CNN: Colorado reports first two cases
https://www.cnn.com/asia/live-news/coronavirus-outbreak-03-05-20-intl-
hnk/index.html



9news: CU Boulder bans international travel in wake of positive Colorado COVID-
19 cases
After Gov. Jared Polis announced Colorado's first two presumptive cases of 
coronavirus, CU Boulder unveiled a plan banning international travel.

https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/cu-boulder-bans-international-
travel-in-wake-of-coronavirus-covid19/73-e8090078-0739-4ccd-b627-
273d116a0a65

Colorado Independent: Two presumptive cases of coronavirus found in Colorado
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/05/colorado-coronavirus-first-
cases/

KRDO: Governor: Two positive tests for coronavirus in Colorado
https://krdo.com/news/top-stories/2020/03/05/governor-test-shows-first-
presumptive-positive-case-of-coronavirus-in-colorado/

CBS4: ‘Thankful For The Opportunity’: Erik Jensen Ready For Second Chance 
After Being Released From Prison
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/05/erik-jensen-nathan-ybanez-prison-
sentence-jared-polis/ 

Weather Channel: Coronavirus Updates: 11th Death in Washington; Colorado, 
Nevada, Tennessee Report First Cases
https://weather.com/health/cold-flu/news/2020-03-05-coronavirus-updates-
covid-19-impacts-quarantines-death-toll-cases 

Noticas: COLORADO ANUNCIA EL PRIMER POSIBLE CASO DE CORONAVIRUS EN EL 
ESTADO
https://noticiasya.com/colorado/2020/03/05/colorado-anuncia-el-primer-
presunto-caso-del-coronavirus-en-el-estado/ 

Denver7: Coronavirus in Colorado: Here's the latest on COVID-19
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/national/coronavirus/here-are-the-
current-statuses-of-possible-novel-coronavirus-cases-in-colorado

ColoradoSun: Coronavirus in Colorado: Here's the latest on COVID-19
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/05/colorado-first-coronavirus-case-
confirmed/ 

AP: 2 people test positive for coronavirus in Colorado
“Coloradans get sick every day, and I don’t want anyone to panic over this,” Polis 
said. “We have been preparing for this moment.”
https://www.stamfordadvocate.com/news/article/Man-visiting-Colorado-tests-
positive-for-15109191.php

CPR: Two Cases Of New Coronavirus Found In Colorado
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/05/colorado-coronavirus-case-is-states-first-



positive-health-officials-say/

Summit Daily: Public health officials ask employers, residents to prepare for 
COVID-19
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/public-health-officials-ask-employers-
residents-to-prepare-for-covid-19/

Vail Daily: Colorado’s first case of coronavirus confirmed in Summit County; 2nd 
case confirmed elsewhere in state
https://www.vaildaily.com/news/colorados-first-coronavirus-case-confirmed-in-
summit-county/

Gazette: WATCH LIVE: 2 positive cases of coronavirus reported in Colorado , 
Gov. Polis says
https://gazette.com/watch-live-positive-cases-of-coronavirus-reported-in-
colorado-gov/article_0c4a61c6-5f3b-11ea-aeb7-a7b0afa0a283.html 

Denver Post: Have a question about coronavirus in Colorado? Submit it here.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/05/colorado-coronavirus-question-form/

Fox31: A behind-the-scenes look at how the state health lab tests samples for 
coronavirus
https://kdvr.com/news/a-behind-the-scenes-look-at-how-the-state-health-lab-
tests-samples-for-coronavirus/ 

ColoradoSun: Colorado’s other pandemic: The 1918 flu and the lessons learned 
— or maybe not — for coronavirus
(If the state declares an official public health emergency, Gov. Jared Polis also has 
the same broad authority to order quarantines and ban public gatherings, among 
other measures.)
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/05/colorado-influenza-pandemic-1918/ 

CPR: $8.3 Billion Coronavirus Emergency Funding Bill Passes Senate, Trump 
Expected To Sign
Republican Rep. Scott Tipton thinks Colorado is in a good place to tackle any public 
health emergency. Tipton said passage of the bill means Gov. Jared Polis will get 
requested resources “to make sure we’re going to deploy needed assets in the 
event we do see outbreaks in Colorado.”
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/05/8-3-billion-coronavirus-emergency-funding-
bill-passes-senate-trump-expected-to-sign/

Colorado Politics: Colorado delegation supports expediting resources for 
coronavirus response
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/colorado-delegation-supports-
expediting-resources-for-coronavirus-response/article 1400ff20-5ee5-11ea-
95fd-a319a3e36deb.html 

Denver Post: U.S. labs await virus-testing kits promised by Trump administration



In Colorado, Gov. Jared Polis announced the state’s first two confirmed cases at a 
news conference Thursday afternoon.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/05/labs-await-coronavirus-test-kits-
trump-administration/ 

CU Independent: CU Boulder activates emergency team as Colorado reports 
possible coronavirus cases

https://cuindependent.com/2020/03/05/cu-boulder-colorado-coronavirus/

Fox21: Colorado lawmakers propose bill for a public health insurance option, 
fight for it to pass begins

https://www.fox21news.com/health/colorado-lawmakers-propose-bill-for-a-
public-health-insurance-option-fight-for-it-to-pass-begins/

Westword: DACA's End Could Put 13,000 Coloradans Out of Jobs...and Maybe the 
Country
"There is no state substitute for DACA. The state has no legal authority to provide 
residency and work permits," Governor Jared Polis said, also in November 2019, 
during a call with reporters.
https://www.westword.com/news/daca-end-could-put-13000-coloradans-out-of-
work-11657015 

Denver Post: Colorado’s return to a presidential primary delivered on turnout 
promise
Gov. Jared Polis, a Democrat, had expressed hope last spring, when he and 
Secretary of State Jena Griswold announced the selection of Super Tuesday for 
Colorado’s reinstated primary, that the state’s voters would get that level of 
attention.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/05/colorado-primary-president-turnout/ 

Denver Post: Colorado biz owners to Florida’s LGBTQ workers: Come work here, 
we have anti-discrimination laws
In 1992, Colorado passed Amendment 2, a voter-approved change to the state 
constitution that barred local governments from passing anti-discrimination laws 
that protected LGBTQ people. It was eventually struck down by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. More than a quarter-century later, in 2018, Gov. Jared Polis made history 
when he became the first openly gay man elected governor in any U.S. state. He 
addressed the Good Business Colorado ad in a statement Wednesday.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/05/good-business-colorado-florida-ad-
buy-lgbtq-workers/

Colorado Politics: SLOAN | Super Tuesday's tally reaffirms Colorado Dems' 
leftward drift
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/opinion/sloan-super-tuesday-s-tally-reaffirms-
colorado-dems-leftward-drift/article c06d910e-5e6f-11ea-9913-



2f0c9e738f56.html 

CPR: Accused STEM Shooter Will Not Face Death If Convicted, District Attorney 
George Brauchler Says
The decision comes a week after the legislature voted to abolish the death penalty 
in Colorado. That legislation, which would not have prevented Brauchler from 
seeking death for Erickson, is awaiting the signature of Gov. Jared Polis, who has 
said previously he would approve it.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/05/accused-stem-shooter-death-penalty-devon-
erickson-george-brauchler/

AP: DA: No Death Penalty for Teen in Colorado School Shooting
The decision comes as Colorado is poised to become the 22nd U.S. state to abolish 
the death penalty. Last week lawmakers approved a repeal bill that Democratic 
Gov. Jared Polis has pledged to sign. In his filing, Brauchler noted that the bill 
does not apply to murder cases charged before July 1. 2020
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/colorado/articles/2020-03-05/da-no-
death-penalty-for-teen-in-colorado-school-shooting

Fox31: Colorado Lawmakers give colleges athletes the OK to get paid
Colorado lawmakers passed the bill in the House in a 55 to 9 vote on Wednesday. It 
was previously approved in the Senate. If signed by Governor Polis, it becomes law 
and will go into effect January 1, 2023.
https://kdvr.com/news/colorado-lawmakers-give-colleges-athletes-the-ok-to-get-
paid/

Colorado Politics: Polis tours Asian-owned businesses in Denver, cautions against 
stereotyping
“We’re happy for his support to Asian-owned businesses to show the public at large 
that we don’t have any cases confirmed here in Colorado," said the chamber’s 
board chair, Travis Tom. “Keep going to Asian-owned businesses.”
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/denver/polis-tours-asian-owned-businesses-
in-denver-cautions-against-stereotyping/article 71eaaf54-5eeb-11ea-9e83-
8359cbc29390.html 

Sentinel: Smoky Hill High School ‘black hair-care day’ draws questions, 
criticism, praise
Such discrimination is in the sites of a state bill with support from Aurora state 
Sen. Rhonda Fields and other black, female lawmakers. The so-called CROWN Act 
would ban discrimination on the basis of race, “hair texture, hair type” and 
hairstyles associated with race such as headwraps and afros.
https://sentinelcolorado.com/0trending/smoky-hill-high-school-black-hair-care-
day-draws-questions-criticism-praise/

CPR: Paid Family Leave Effort Could Have New Life With New Backer
Gov. Jared Polis and some other Democrats signaled they wouldn't support that 
approach, so the sponsors shifted to a private mandate. Companies could instead 
buy private insurance from a regulated marketplace to cover employees’ time-off 



paychecks.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/04/paid-family-leave-effort-could-have-new-life-
with-new-backer/

Denver Post: As death penalty trial kicks off in Adams County, Colorado’s 
governor could abolish the death penalty with a stroke of his pen
Lindsay declined to comment on the district attorney’s pursuit of the death 
penalty in Dearing’s case, but when Young announced his decision in 2018 she said 
the district attorney made the call after discussion with Gumm’s family and 
because of aggravating factors in the case, including the death of a law 
enforcement officer.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/04/death-penalty-trial-adams-county-
colorad-governor-abolish/

DBJ: Colorado AG: This industry is 'on our agenda' for enforcement of new anti-
monopoly bill 
Colorado Attorney General Phil Weiser told Denver Business Journal that once Polis 
signs the bill into law — he predicts Polis will do so — he will be paying close 
attention to the health care industry. 

“I will say health care is particularly on our agenda,” Weiser said. “There are a lot 
of studies that show more concentration can harm [health-care] consumers.”
https://www.bizjournals.com/denver/news/2020/03/05/colorado-anti-monopoly-
bill.html 

CPR: Colorado Is Running More Of Its Own Tests For Coronavirus, And Plenty Of 
Results Are Still Pending
In the meantime, state public health and emergency officials have said they're 
preparing for transmission. Colorado elevated its emergency readiness on Tuesday 
to its second-highest level, and the governor's office and state health officials met 
Wednesday to draft the disaster declaration that would grant Gov. Jared Polis 
broad powers to help respond to or prevent a pandemic.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/04/colorado-is-running-more-of-its-own-tests-for-
coronavirus-and-plenty-of-results-are-still-pending/?
fbclid=IwAR1ZY61wzRFkkd6eUMCVf0T58v4H1tPHs6CtS_5mSeIFDMs_mbKtQCPPFXk

The Gazette: Public option insurance bill to be presented Thursday
A news conference is scheduled at the state Capitol Thursday to roll out a bill 
creating Colorado’s public option insurance plan, potentially the most 
controversial legislation of the session and the biggest strike on high health care 
costs delivered by Gov. Jared Polis.
https://gazette.com/public-option-insurance-bill-to-be-presented-
thursday/article_285dbf82-c353-5433-a8f5-2fdb76743e55.html

Times-Call: Colorado’s return to a presidential primary delivered on turnout 
promise
Gov. Jared Polis, a Democrat, had expressed hope last spring, when he and 
Secretary of State Jena Griswold announced the selection of Super Tuesday for 



Colorado’s reinstated primary, that the state’s voters would get that level of 
attention.
https://www.timescall.com/2020/03/05/colorado-primary-president-turnout/

FOX 31: Colorado Lawmakers give colleges athletes the OK to get paid
A bill headed to Governor Jared Polis’ desk Thursday would allow student athletes 
to get paid for their name, image and likeness.

Colorado lawmakers passed the bill in the House in a 55 to 9 vote on Wednesday. It 
was previously approved in the Senate. If signed by Governor Polis, it becomes law 
and will go into effect January 1, 2023.
https://kdvr.com/news/colorado-lawmakers-give-colleges-athletes-the-ok-to-get-
paid/

La Junta Tribune - Democrat: Colorado braces for coronavirus as U.S. reports 
fatal cases
“We are prepared to protect the health and safety of Coloradans if and when 
coronavirus comes to Colorado,” Gov. Jared Polis told reporters at a news 
conference. “We are working closely with the federal government and 
organizations across our state, including county health departments.
https://www.lajuntatribunedemocrat.com/news/20200304/colorado-braces-for-
coronavirus-as-us-reports-fatal-cases

EDM.com: Schedule 1 And 2 Drugs Have Officially Been Defelonized In Colorado
In May of 2019, a bill was signed into law by Colorado state governor Jared Polis 
that effectively reclassifies personal possession of schedule 1 and 2 narcotics from 
a felony to a misdemeanor. The bill, known as HB19-1263, officially went into 
effect at the beginning of March, 2020. 
https://edm.com/news/schedule-1-2-narcotics-defelonized-colorado

Ark Valley Voice: Anti-vaccine Parents Crowd Colorado Capital Rotunda In 
Protest Of Senate Bill 20-163
The new bill is backed by Democratic Governor Jared Polis. He told CPR that “it 
strikes the right balance” between protecting parental rights and public health.
https://arkvalleyvoice.com/anti-vaccine-parents-crowd-colorado-capital-rotunda-
in-protest-of-senate-bill-20-163/
Colorado Politics: Colorado's public option insurance bill drops at the Capitol
Though the most sweeping proposal to date, it's one of many solutions that Gov. 
Jared Polis and his allies in the legislature have put forward since he took office 
last year.

Lawmakers have put caps on out-of-pocket insulin prices and requested a state 
attorney general's investigation into why insulin prices rose so high so fast. They 
also moved high-cost customers into a reinsurance plan.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/legislature/colorado-s-public-option-insurance-
bill-drops-at-the-capitol/article_ff10bd20-5dc3-11ea-a63a-ef2728ffa6f9.html



9 News: DA won't seek death penalty against STEM shooting suspect
Nathan Dunlap: Convicted of killing four employees at a Chuck E. Cheese 
restaurant in Aurora in 1993. He was granted a “temporary reprieve” by Gov. John 
Hickenlooper – a status that Polis has shown no intention of changing.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/crime/da-wont-seek-death-penalty-stem-
shooting/73-f0363245-6146-44e1-bffa-c1f92fbed00f

The Gazette: Colorado Springs Movers & Shakers
James D. Sanders and Halcyon Driskell, both of Colorado Springs, were appointed 
to four-year terms on the State Board of Addiction Counselor Examiners by Gov. 
Jared Polis. He also appointed Karen Cook-Willis of Colorado Springs, who 
represents executives with good risk management experience in the insurance 
industry, to a two-year term on the Workers' Compensation Cost Containment 
Board. 
https://gazette.com/business/colorado-springs-movers-shakers/article_46250758-
5e63-11ea-94d1-cba92e327939.html

CPR: Accused STEM Shooter Will Not Face Death If Convicted, District Attorney 
George Brauchler Says
The decision comes a week after the legislature voted to abolish the death penalty 
in Colorado. That legislation, which would not have prevented Brauchler from 
seeking death for Erickson, is awaiting the signature of Gov. Jared Polis, who has 
said previously he would approve it.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/05/accused-stem-shooter-death-penalty-devon-
erickson-george-brauchler/

Colorado

CO Politics: National oil and gas leader talks jobs, future for industry in Colorado
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/national-oil-and-gas-leader-talks-jobs-
future-for-industry/article e2df694c-5f32-11ea-a91e-e7145672e85e.html

Daily Camera: That time a Republican wanted to kill his own bill but Democrats 
blocked him
Rep. Matt Soper, R-Delta, tried to postpone his own bill indefinitely before the 
House Judiciary Committee began hearing testimony, but House Democrats 
opposed it, citing the need to hear from the people who came to testify

Rep. Hugh McKean, R-Loveland, and Rep. Terri Carver, R-Colorado Springs, 
expressed their frustration at what they considered a lack of respect for Soper’s 
request.
https://www.dailycamera.com/2020/03/06/colorado-republican-kill-bill-aclu/

CBS: St. Anne’s Episcopal School In Denver Closes Early, Parent May Have Been 
Exposed To Coronavirus
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/06/coronavirus-possible-st-annes-episcopal-
school-colorado-case-parent/



CBS: Denver Identifies 2 ‘Presumptive’ Cases Of Coronavirus, Bringing Total In 
Colorado To 4
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/06/coronavirus-denver-identifies-2-
presumptive-cases-of-coronavirus/

Fox News: Republican congressman dares Joe Biden and Beto O’Rourke to ‘come 
and take’ his AR-15
Republican congressman Ken Buck dared the duo to come “take” the automatic 
rifle he keeps on his office wall.

In a video posted to his Twitter account on Friday, Buck, a Republican from 
Colorado criticized O’Rourke and Biden for their gun control policy.
https://abc17news.com/news/politics/national-politics/2020/03/06/republican-
congressman-dares-democrats-to-take-his-ar-15/

CO Politics: 4,600 enroll in RTD discount fare program
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/enroll-in-rtd-discount-fare-
program/article_9b72f96a-5ff1-11ea-9329-171f7a4f33cb.html

Summit Daily: Summit Country following ‘every lead’ in tracing coronavirus 
patient contacts
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/summit-county-following-every-lead-in-
tracing-coronavirus-patient-contacts/

CPR: These Lawmakers Believe Investing In Rural Colorado Artists Will Help 
Boost Those Local Economies
Republican state Sen. Dennis Hisey, a co-sponsor of the bill, said Colorado’s rural 
economies haven’t seen the same kind of prosperity that other parts of the state 
have. He thinks artists might have the right kind of sensibility to help turn things 
around in those areas.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/06/these-lawmakers-believe-investing-in-rural-
colorado-artists-will-help-boost-those-local-economies/

Denver Post: 2 new gun bills are just the beginning, Colorado Democrats say
These numbers will almost certainly not be reflected at the Capitol. Republican 
leaders in both chambers of the legislature have vowed to fight the two proposals.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/06/gun-bills-colorado-safe-storage-lost-
stolen/

KOAA: Nursing shortage still a problem in Colorado
https://www.koaa.com/news/covering-colorado/nursing-shortage-still-a-problem-
in-colorado

CPR: Colorado’s Film Industry Isn’t Exactly Dead, But They Rallied At The Capitol 



To Say They’re Close
The film, television and video game industry rallied outside Colorado’s Capitol 
Friday. They were there to make their case to lawmakers, to plead for support in a 
new effort to incentivize the industry before it dwindles away.

The backstory here is that many professionals in the local content creation 
industry fear they’re watching the death of their livelihoods within the state.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/06/colorados-film-industry-isnt-exactly-dead-
but-they-rallied-at-the-capitol-to-say-theyre-close/

CPR: Who’s Actually Affected By The New ‘Colorado Option’ Health Insurance 
Bill?
The plan for a law that would make sweeping changes to health care in Colorado 
has led to years of debate and an expensive advertising campaign from the 
opposition.

Health care reform is a central priority for Democrats, including Gov. Jared Polis. 
But the bill will face intense debate. A nationally funded group with little 
financial transparency, Colorado’s Health Care Future, has already poured tens of 
thousands of dollars into ads against the bill. 
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/05/whos-actually-affected-by-the-new-colorado-
option-health-insurance-bill/

OutThere: Gas prices fall below $2 in Colorado city amid coronavirus fears 
                         Gas has dropped below $2 a gallon in the Colorado Springs area for 
the first time in more than a year as concerns over the effects of the coronavirus 
on the global economy continue to push down oil prices

Prices in some areas could even fall an additional 25 to 35 cents a gallon over the 
next few weeks https://www.outtherecolorado.com/gas-prices-fall-below-2-in-
colorado-city-amid-coronavirus-fears/

CO Independent: Colorado lawmakers sided with police over media about 
keeping radio chatter secret 
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/06/colorado-media-roundup-
police-radio-encryption-hutchins/

Denverite: Colorado air regulators announce massive settlement with Suncor, a 
major Denver polluter                                                                                           
                    Suncor will spend about $2.6 million on environmental projects to 
benefit nearby neighborhoods, including Globeville and Elyria-Swansea.

 The company will also have to spend up to $5 million implementing air quality 
improvements recommended by an independent monitor that will analyze the oil 
refinery’s systems to understand why Suncor consistently emits more pollution 
than is allowed. 



For its relatively recent violations, Suncor will pay about $1.4 million to Colorado 
and the Environmental Protection Agency.

The payment is the largest for air quality enforcement in Colorado’s history 
https://denverite.com/2020/03/06/colorado-air-regulators-announce-massive-
settlement-with-suncor-a-major-denver-polluter/

Denver Post: Kafer: Don’t worry, Colorado is still purplish after Sanders’ big 
Super Tuesday https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/06/kafer-dont-worry-
colorado-is-still-purplish-after-sanders-big-super-tuesday/

US

NBC: U.S. to begin taking DNA samples from immigrants who enter the country 
illegally
The officials said the collection effort will fully enforce the DNA Fingerprint Act, a 
law Congress passed in 2005 that requires taking DNA samples from anyone 
arrested, facing charges or convicted — and from any non-U.S. citizens "who are 
detained under the authority of the United States."

In October, when the Trump administration disclosed its plans to begin gathering 
immigrants' DNA, it said the process is now easier and cheaper.

The DNA material would be sent directly to the FBI to store in its Combined DNA 
Index System, known as CODIS
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/immigration/u-s-begin-taking-dna-samples-
immigrants-who-enter-country-n1151141

Vox: Trump used his Fox News town hall to again mislead Americans about 
coronavirus
https://www.vox.com/2020/3/6/21167675/trump-fox-news-town-hall-coronavirus-
health-care

Politico: Pentagon sends more troops to the border ahead of SCOTUS decision
The Pentagon is sending a crisis response force of roughly 160 troops to the 
southern border ahead of a Supreme Court decision that officials fear could 
prompt a new migration crisis.

The fear is that if the court blocks the restrictions, more commonly known as 
"Remain in Mexico," large crowds of migrants could seek entry into the United 
States.
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/03/06/pentagon-sends-troops-to-border-
123031

NBC: U.S. coronavirus testing capacity is 'not currently adequate,' expert tells 



Congress
The United States "desperately" needs more tests to screen for the new 
coronavirus, a public health expert told Congress on Friday. 
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/u-s-coronavirus-testing-capacity-
not-currently-adequate-expert-tells-n1151751

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Release: Six additional presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado, at least five have
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Date: Friday, March 6, 2020 4:53:20 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: CDPHE News <cdphe.officeofcommunications@state.co.us>
Date: Fri, Mar 6, 2020 at 4:50 PM
Subject: Release: Six additional presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in
Colorado, at least five have recently traveled internationally
To: cdphe officeofcommunications <cdphe.officeofcommunications@state.co.us>

Six additional presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 identified in Colorado, at least five have 
recently traveled internationally

DENVER, March 6: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment’s state lab had six 
additional presumptive positive tests today; at least five of the cases had an international travel 
history. The state is coordinating with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on flights that 
may have had a COVID-19 case.  

The health department is releasing the following information about the six additional cases of 
COVID-19 in Colorado. 

As of March 6, 2020, eight cases of COVID-19 have been identified in Colorado:

Denver County

One case in a man in his 40s. The investigation is ongoing. 

One case in a woman in her 70s, exposed during international travel.

Douglas County

One case in a school-aged female, exposed during international travel.

One case in a woman in her 40s, exposed during international travel. 

One case in a woman in her 70s, exposed during international travel. 

Eagle County

One case in a woman in her 50s, exposed during international travel. 



El Paso County

One case in a man in his 40s. The investigation is ongoing.

Summit County

One case in a man in his 30s, an out-of-state resident who was exposed during international 
travel or through contact with an out-of-state case.

This week, the state laboratory expanded testing guidelines to ensure early detection-- and slow 
down and limit transmission. 

“The increase in positive tests is not unexpected, and based on the experience of other states, the 
public health and health care systems have been preparing for additional cases,” said Executive 
Director Jill Hunsaker Ryan.  

When cases test positive, the individual and their close contacts like family members and 
roommates are asked to voluntarily “isolate” (isolation is in the case of a person with a positive 
COVID test) or “quarantine” themselves (quarantine is if there is a suspected exposure), while the 
state or local public health agency work to identify other possible contacts. Public health agencies 
can issue individual quarantine and isolation orders requiring individuals to remain at home for a 
certain period of time. The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment and local public 
health agencies began to issue orders yesterday with the announcement of positive cases.

Per protocol, local public health agencies are acting as the lead investigator on cases involving 
people who reside within their jurisdictions and will provide information as necessary and 
appropriate to protect the public’s health. The state will provide technical assistance to counties and 
will act as the lead investigator on any cases that occur in Colorado but involve residents of other 
states or countries.  The department will update numbers on our website and provide daily media 
summaries over the course of the coming days. 

COVID-19 is primarily spread through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs 
or sneezes. People who have sustained contact within six feet of an infected individual are most at 
risk of transmission.

 
The department continues to work closely with the CDC and public health agencies across the state 
and is committed to protecting the health and safety of Coloradans. Health officials advise 
Coloradans to stay informed, take simple disease prevention measures, and prepare. 

Practice good hygiene. Thoroughly wash your hands with soap and water. In the absence of 
soap and water, use hand-sanitizer; use a tissue or your elbow or sleeve to cover coughs 
and sneezes 

Stay home if you’re sick; keep your children home if they are sick. Talk to your employer 



about working from home if possible.

We advise Coloradans to always be prepared for an emergency and have a plan for your 
family. Coloradans can visit the CDC’s website for more information on how to create a 
plan.  

Stay informed with reliable, up-to-date information. People who have general questions 
about coronavirus disease 2019, can call CO HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-2911 or 
email  COHELP@RMPDC.org, for answers in English and Spanish (Español), Mandarin (普
通话), and more. Coloradans can also visit the CDC and CDPHE websites for more 
information on best practices.

If you have upcoming travel plans visit the CDC’s website for latest travel information. 

 

###
-- 

www.colorado.gov/cdphe/cdphenews

Media line: 303-691-7870



From: Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle on behalf of Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>
To: GOV AllStaff; CEO Staff@state.co.us; OEDIT Everybody@state.co.us
Subject: March 6th COVID-19 Update
Date: Friday, March 6, 2020 1:38:35 PM
Attachments: 3.6Fact Sheet CDPHE.pdf

Hi Everyone, 
 
As you likely already know, health officials announced Colorado's first presumptive positive 
cases of COVID-19. We want to make sure you have the most updated information. We're 
working closely with the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE)  
to coordinate all communications regarding the novel coronavirus COVID-19.
 
Updates will continue to be posted on CDPHE's website. Attached is the most current fact 
sheet regarding COVID-19. Feel free to share both the website and factsheet with 
stakeholders, friends and family, etc.
 
As we continue to monitor and respond, we will keep you updated. As always, please 
remember the following:
 

Practice good hygiene. Thoroughly wash your hands with soap and water. In the 
absence of soap and water, use hand-sanitizer; use a tissue or your elbow or 
sleeve to cover coughs and sneezes 

Stay home if you’re sick; keep your children home if they are sick. Talk to your 
employer about working from home if necessary.

We advise Coloradans to always be prepared for an emergency and have a plan 
for your family. Coloradans can visit the CDC’s website for more information on 
how to create a plan.  

Stay informed with reliable, up-to-date information. People who have general 
questions about coronavirus disease 2019, can call CO HELP at 303-389-1687 or 
1-877-462-2911 or email  COHELP@RMPDC.org, for answers in English and 
Spanish (Español), Mandarin (普通话), and more. Coloradans can also visit the 
CDC and CDPHE websites for more information on best practices.

 

Myself and Ben Henderson (benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us) are the Governor’s Office 
representatives to the Emergency Operations Center. We are happy to field inquiries 





From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Release: Updated information on COVID-19
Date: Thursday, March 5, 2020 8:34:58 PM

Release: Updated information on COVID-19

DENVER (March 5): Today, Gov. Polis and state health officials announced Colorado’s 
first presumptive positive case of COVID-19, as well as a subsequent second case. Below, 
find the most recent information on both cases. Updates will also be made available as 
needed, or on a daily basis, on the Department of Public Health and Environment’s 
website. 

Latest information on Colorado’s first case of COVID-19:

Colorado has its first case of COVID-19. The case is considered a “presumptive 
positive” because testing was conducted at the state level. The case will be sent to 
the CDC for official confirmation.

The state is acting on all “presumptive positive” cases as if they were confirmed 
because a quick response is essential to minimize the spread of the virus.

The patient is an out-of-state visitor to Summit County, a male in his 30s.

The patient traveled to Italy in mid-February. An individual who traveled with him 
on that trip is a known case of positive COVID-19 in another state. Upon returning 
from Italy, the patient spent time in his home state.

He then traveled to Colorado on Feb. 29 via plane. He was asymptomatic when he 
traveled to Colorado. According to CDC, transmission from asymptomatic people is 
not thought to be the main way the virus spreads.

The Governor’s Office has been in touch with Denver International Airport (DIA) and 
has shared the information that we have at this time.

The person traveled to Summit County from DIA in a rental vehicle and met with 
friends. They stayed in a condo in Summit County. 

We know that he was there for outdoor recreation and that he skied at Keystone 
and Vail Mountain Resort.

The Governor’s Office notified Vail Resorts late this afternoon which oversees both 
ski resorts the patient visited. 



On March 3, the man developed symptoms and went to  St. Anthony’s Summit 
Medical Center in Frisco the following day.

On March 4, in the afternoon, a specimen was taken to the lab for testing.

Today, on March 5, the state lab received a presumptive positive result.

For health care reasons, the patient had to be transported to lower altitudes. The 
patient was discharged and traveled in a private vehicle to Jefferson County 
wearing a mask.

At this time, the patient is now recovering in isolation in Jefferson County.

His close contacts in Colorado have received quarantine instructions, and a 
quarantine order is forthcoming.

Public health practitioners are investigating and will attempt to notify anyone else 
who may have been exposed because of this case, if necessary.

Latest information on Colorado’s second case of COVID-19: We are gathering 
information on this case, alongside the local public health agency. Tri-County Health 
Department will provide greater details as appropriate and available. Tri-County Health 
Department is leading this case investigation and will send a press release shortly with 
the most up-to-date information. on the case. This case is also a “presumptive positive” 
because testing was conducted at the state level. CDC will confirm the test results. 

The case is an elderly female Douglas county resident.

She returned to Colorado from international travel.

She is currently isolated at her home per CDC guidelines.

The department continues to work closely with CDC and public health agencies across the 
state and is committed to protecting the health and safety of Coloradans. Health officials 
advise Coloradans to stay informed, take simple disease prevention measures, and 
prepare. 

Practice good hygiene. Thoroughly wash your hands with soap and water. In the 
absence of soap and water, use hand-sanitizer; use a tissue or your elbow or sleeve 
to cover coughs and sneezes 

Stay home if you’re sick; keep your children home if they are sick. Talk to your 
employer about working from home if necessary.



We advise Coloradans to always be prepared for an emergency and have a plan for 
your family. Coloradans can visit the CDC’s website for more information on how to 
create a plan.  

Stay informed with reliable, up-to-date information. People who have general 
questions about coronavirus disease 2019, can call CO HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-
877-462-2911 or email  COHELP@RMPDC.org, for answers in English and Spanish 
(Español), Mandarin (普通话), and more. Coloradans can also visit the CDC and 
CDPHE websites for more information on best practices.

 
The state will provide timely updates on any additional cases that test positive at the 
state lab.

###

--

www.colorado.gov/cdphe/cdphenews

Media line: 303-691-7870



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Media Advisory: Gov. Polis to Provide Information on Presumptive COVID-19 Case in Colorado
Date: Thursday, March 5, 2020 3:56:14 PM

MEDIA ADVISORY
Thursday, March 5, 2020
Shelby Wieman | shelby.wieman@state.co.us | 303-957-6011

Gov. Polis to Provide Information on Presumptive COVID-19 
Case in Colorado

DENVER - Gov. Polis and public health officials will hold a news conference this 
afternoon to discuss Colorado’s first presumptive case of COVID-19, the state’s response 
and to answer questions. 

WHO: Gov. Jared Polis
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, Executive Director of the Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment (CDPHE)
Rachel Herlihy, State Communicable Disease Epidemiologist, CDPHE
Scott Bookman, Incident Commander, CDPHE 
Mike Willis, Director, Colorado Office of Emergency Management
Stan Hilkey, Executive Director of the Colorado Department of Public Safety

Peter Banko, President and CEO, Centura Health

WHERE: Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
4300 Cherry Creek S Dr., Denver. 

WHEN: Thursday, March 5, 2020
4:45 p.m.  

Please RSVP to shelby.wieman@state.co.us.
 The news conference will be live-streamed from the Governor’s Facebook page. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    



Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.









From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/4/2020
Date: Wednesday, March 4, 2020 7:22:03 PM

A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/4/2020

NEW: 

9news: Colorado Congressman Ken Buck votes against emergency fund to 
combat COVID-19
If it gets final approval, the deal will dedicate $8.3 billion to vaccine research, 
prevention measures and helping local agencies.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/next/buck-coronavirus-house-
emergency-funding/73-b4a52ae0-7125-4eaa-8ccf-c27e9b8ed55c

Governor, Lt. Gov & First Gentleman 

CPR: Colorado Officials Prepare Emergency Powers for Polis — Just In Case
Officials with the Governor’s Expert Emergency Epidemic Response Committee met 
on Wednesday to begin preparing precise language outlining the governor’s powers 
in case of a coronavirus pandemic. ]
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/04/colorado-officials-prepare-emergency-powers-
for-polis-just-in-case/

CO Sun: Here are 5 answers about Colorado’s response to coronavirus. We want 
to hear what other questions you have.
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, CDPHE’s executive director, said testing is so important 
because coronavirus could potentially already be in Colorado, just based on the 
experiences of other states that didn’t discover their outbreaks until they were 
underway.

“It is possible that mild cases are going undetected by the medical system and are 
being spread to others,” she said.

That means people in Colorado should be taking precautions now. Frequent and 
thorough hand-washing is the most recommended prevention strategy. Polis took 
pains to say that people should wash their hands each time for 20 seconds — longer 
than anyone normally would.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/04/coronavirus-colorado-response-testing-polis/

Estes Park Trail: Polis activates Colorado’s emergency response to monitor 
coronavirus (Denver Post reprint) 
https://www.eptrail.com/2020/03/04/polis-activates-colorados-state-emergency-
response-to-monitor-coronavirus/

Colorado Independent: Debate over bill that would stop courthouse arrests by 
ICE turns ugly



“Please do not refer to people as illegal aliens,” Rep. Tony Exum, a Democrat from 
Colorado Springs, chided. Exum was presiding over the chamber as the speaker. 
“You can refer to them as immigrants or non-citizens.” Republicans booed and 
jeered. 
“Mr. chairman,” Holtorf shot back, “the word I said was criminal aliens. If you 
want to gavel me down on criminal aliens then I will…” 

Exum slammed the gavel. The room went silent.
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/04/colorado-ice-immigration-
courthouse-arrests/

CPR: Paid Family Leave Effort Could Have New Life With New Backer
Gov. Jared Polis and some other Democrats signaled they wouldn't support that 
approach, so the sponsors shifted to a private mandate. Companies could instead 
buy private insurance from a regulated marketplace to cover employees’ time-off 
paychecks.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/04/paid-family-leave-effort-could-have-new-life-
with-new-backer/ 

CPR: Sanders Won In Colorado. So, What’s A Superdelegate?
Superdelegates in the Democratic Party are elected officials and party leaders. In 
Colorado, that means Democratic members of the congressional delegation and 
party leaders: Governor Jared Polis, State Democratic Party Chair Morgan Carroll 
and 10 others. 
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/04/sanders-won-in-colorado-so-whats-a-
superdelegate/

Denver7: Colorado substitute teacher self-quarantines after returning from 
cruise with coronavirus case
A substitute teacher for Centaurus High School in Lafayette is under self-quarantine 
after he was informed Wednesday that he was aboard a Princess Cruise ship 12 days 
ago with another passenger who tested positive for coronavirus.
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/colorado-substitute-
teacher-self-quarantines-after-returning-from-cruise-with-coronavirus-case 

Denver Post: So far, coronavirus fears have yet to put a damper on Denver’s 
many concerts and cultural events
Polis stopped short of aggressive actions, such as ordering public gathering places 
to close, The Denver Post reported.
https://theknow.denverpost.com/2020/03/04/coronavirus-denver-concerts-arts-
venues/234775/ 

Colorado Politics: US Rep. Scott Tipton: Don't forget rural areas in coronavirus 
planning
The Republican congressman from Cortez sent letters to Dr. Robert Redfield, the 
director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and Gov. Jared Polis 
asking them to keep these communities and their resources in mind.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/quick-hits/us-rep-scott-tipton-don-t-forget-



rural-areas-in/article ef420bc0-5dcc-11ea-81b8-d78def9f06c4.html 

9news: Testing for coronavirus: Will Colorado order insurers to waive costs like 
New York?
https://www.9news.com/video/news/local/next/testing-for-coronavirus-will-
colorado-order-insurers-to-waive-costs-like-new-york/73-5f03672f-acfd-41f1-ae71-
4bd28faa25d1

Durango Herald: Oil and gas companies call on federal government to cut 
emissions
“In the absence of federal leadership, states like Colorado have stepped up and are 
taking action to protect our environment and way of life,” said a spokesperson for 
Polis on Tuesday. “There could be reasonable changes to NEPA, but undermining 
the fundamental purposes of the law is not in the best interest of anyone and 
would further increase the dangers of disasters and other adverse impacts.”
https://durangoherald.com/articles/316937

Fox31:‘We feel that we will be prepared at the state level’ Gov. Polis says 
Colorado is ready if coronavirus cases spread here
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/we-feel-that-we-will-be-prepared-at-the-
state-level-gov-polis-says-colorado-is-ready-if-coronavirus-cases-spread-here/

KUNC: Broomfield Tried Limiting Oil And Gas Noise. Now A Company Is Pushing 
Back
Since the ordinance went into effect in late January, the city has issued at least 6 
citations against the Livingston site’s operator, Denver-based Extraction Oil & Gas, 
for being too loud at night. The fines could rack up to thousands of dollars.
https://www.kunc.org/post/broomfield-tried-limiting-oil-and-gas-noise-now-
company-pushing-back-0#stream/0 

Fox21: Governor appoints new 4th Judicial District Judge
https://www.fox21news.com/top-stories/governor-appoints-new-4th-judicial-
district-judge/

 
Sterling Journal Advocate/Colorado Sun: Gov. Jared Polis sidesteps questions 
about commuting death row sentences
https://the-journal.com/articles/170109-gov-jared-polis-sidesteps-questions-about-
commuting-death-row-sentences

Colorado Politics: Gardner rolls out bill to preserve Trump-endangered funds for 
national parks

“Efforts to fully fund this successful conservation program have had support from 
many Colorado leaders, including Governor Polis and former Governor 
Hickenlooper, and a majority of the state’s congressional delegation who voted for 
permanent reauthorization of the Fund early last year,” he pointed out.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/quick-hits/gardner-rolls-out-bill-to-preserve-
trump-endangered-funds-for/article_52ccb476-5e5c-11ea-bcb2-03b345ecd7cc.html 



ColoradoPolitics: THE PODIUM | Quickly forgotten 'hospital provider fee' is still 
at root of budget woes (op-ed) 
Colorado Hospitals did make $2 billion in profit last year. But for some reason, 
instead of talking about the $1.6 billion going to the hospitals because of the 
hospital provider fee, the governor went straight to promoting his “public option” 
— which would add even more government control to our lives.  
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/opinion/the-podium-quickly-forgotten-
hospital-provider-fee-is-still-at/article 806d1de4-5d71-11ea-9bfb-
e3c84ab58898.html

Fox 21: Super Tuesday: Why Pueblo’s vote matters
“Pueblo in this election, like all recent elections, is a key bellwether county for 
the state and country,” Governor Jared Polis told FOX21 News, in a written 
statement.
https://www.fox21news.com/top-stories/super-tuesday-why-pueblos-vote-
matters/

CBS 4: Colorado National Guard Helps Monitor State’s Election Security 
Operations Center
Representatives from the Colorado National Guard’s Cyber Defense Forces helped 
monitor Tuesday’s election results across the state. Gov. Jared Polis issued an 
executive order for National Guard personnel to be on hand to help protect 
election infrastructure in the state’s Security Operations Center.
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/03/colorado-primary-election-security-
national-guard/

Glenwood Springs Post Independent: Snowmass Village police ask for red-flag 
order
The state’s red flag law — which took effect Jan. 1 after being signed in April by 
Gov. Jared Polis — allows a member of law enforcement, a family member or a 
household resident to petition a judge to remove a person’s guns if they are found 
to be a threat to themselves or others.
https://www.postindependent.com/news/local/snowmass-village-police-ask-for-
red-flag-order/

Craig Daily Press: Just Transition meeting a time for state to listen closely to 
Craig and Moffat County’s needs
The Just Transition from Coal Advisory Committee, along with Governor Jared 
Polis’ Administration, the Colorado Department of Labor & Employment, the 
Colorado Department of Local Affairs, and other state agencies will hold an open 
community meeting Wednesday, March 4 from 6-8 p.m. in the cafeteria at Craig 
Middle School.
https://www.craigdailypress.com/news/just-transition-meeting-a-time-for-state-
to-listen-closely-to-craig-and-moffat-countys-needs/

Kaiser Health News: Insurers Sank Connecticut’s ‘Public Option.’ Would A 
National Version Survive?



Virginia state delegate Ibraheem Samirah introduced a new public option bill this 
session. In Colorado, Gov. Jared Polis is spearheading an effort. And Washington 
state is the furthest along — it approved a public option last year, and the state-
offered plan will be available next year.
https://khn.org/news/connecticut-public-option-battle-insurers-pushback-federal-
health-care-reform/

National Memo.com: As COVID-19 Spurs Outbreak Of Anti-Asian Racism, Trump Is 
Silent
https://www.nationalmemo.com/as-covid-19-spurs-outbreak-of-anti-asian-racism-
trump-is-silent/ 

Sky High News: Snowmass Village police ask for red-flag order for local man
The state’s red flag law — which took effect Jan. 1 after being signed in April by 
Gov. Jared Polis — allows a member of law enforcement, a family member or a 
household resident to petition a judge to remove a person’s guns if they are found 
to be a threat to themselves or others.
https://www.skyhinews.com/news/snowmass-village-police-ask-for-red-flag-order-
for-local-man/

Health Affairs.org: Paid Family And Medical Leave Gains Momentum
Democrats in the Colorado legislature in 2019 supported a comprehensive social 
insurance program for all Colorado workers. But as of February, they’ve been 
forced to modify their approach to win support among Republicans and the state’s 
moderate Democratic Governor, Jared Polis. A still-evolving compromise would 
require Colorado employers to provide paid leave—and either self-fund it or set it 
up through a private-sector insurance plan.  
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20200228.794309/full/ 

Colorado

Denver Post: Garcia: Colorado’s state parks are struggling, but not for long
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/04/garcia-colorados-state-parks-are-
struggling-but-not-for-long/

Coloradan, USA Today: Colorado bill allowing student-athletes to profit off 
name, image, likeness heads to governor
“This bill sends a message to colleges across the country: student athletes have the 
right to share in the wealth that their presences bring into institutions of higher 
education,” Rep. Leslie Herod, D-Denver, one of the bill’s House sponsors, said 
through a spokesman. “Student athletes should be able to profit off the brand they 
work so hard to create and cultivate.”
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/college/2020/03/04/colorado-legislature-
name-image-likeness-bill/4957967002/ 

Colorado Sun: TABOR repeal is off the table for 2020. Now it’s Initiative 271, a 
$2 billion tax hike targeting the wealthy
“We know middle-income Coloradans are paying a greater share of the tax burden 



than the wealthy 5%, but our tax code isn’t just unfair, it’s inadequate,” said Scott 
Wasserman, president of the Bell Policy Center, a leading proponent of the 
measure. The tough decisions made by state lawmakers about how to spend the 
$30 billion annual budget, he added, are “a purely consequence of our state not 
having enough money.”
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/04/tabor-repeal-graduated-income-tax-
initiative-271/

CO Sun: Bernie Sanders wins Colorado’s Democratic presidential primary, but 
late ballot surge may tighten race
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/03/colorado-2020-presidential-primary-results-
sanders-biden-warren/

Gazette: Was Colorado lost in the Super Tuesday shuffle? | Joey Bunch
https://gazette.com/premium/was-colorado-lost-in-the-super-tuesday-shuffle-
joey-bunch/article_b8beb27e-5d8b-11ea-a685-0b34d0012b85.html

US

CNN: There are now 158 cases of novel coronavirus in US
https://www.cnn.com/asia/live-news/coronavirus-outbreak-03-04-20-intl-
hnk/index.html 

Huff Post: Sanders Highlights Obama’s Past Praise For Him In New Ad After Super 
Tuesday
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/bernie-sanders-obama-ad-super-
tuesday_n_5e5fdd7bc5b67ed38b3c3f49 

ABC News: Chief Justice John Roberts calls Sen. Chuck Schumer comments 
'dangerous' threats
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/chief-justice-john-roberts-calls-sen-chuck-
schumer/story?id=69396928 

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/3/2020
Date: Tuesday, March 3, 2020 5:06:22 PM

A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/3/2020

Governor, Lt. Gov & First Gentleman 

AP: Colorado revives presidential primary as state's moved left
Bernie Sanders defeated Hillary Clinton in the 2016 Democratic caucuses, and the 
Vermont senator has maintained an enthusiastic base in Colorado ever since. He’s 
campaigned for Jared Polis, Colorado’s first-term governor, and freshman U.S. Rep. Joe 
Neguse of Boulder.
https://apnews.com/f6bf1bcaecd37f26fe30593a89a78d1c

CBS Denver: ‘Top Priority Is Keeping Our State Safe’: Gov. Polis Announces 
Coronavirus Action Plan
“This is not a declared State of Emergency, but those things would be considered in 
consultation with the GERC (Governor’s Emergency Response Committee) if there were a 
severe outbreak as those emergency powers could also be authorized if there was a 
significant forest fire or other natural disaster. We would be very thoughtful but also 
decisive about doing what we need to do to keep people of Colorado,” said Polis.
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/03/jared-polis-coronavirus-colorado/

Denver Post: Polis activates Colorado’s emergency response to monitor coronavirus
Gov. Jared Polis announced Tuesday that the state had activated some emergency tools 
used during natural disasters to deal with the new coronavirus, but he’s holding off on 
more aggressive actions like ordering gathering places to close.

So far, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment hasn’t identified any 
cases of the new virus, known as COVID-19, in the state, though Polis said some likely 
will be found in the near future.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/03/polis-activates-colorados-state-emergency-
response-to-monitor-coronavirus/

CPR: Gov. Jared Polis Raises Emergency Preparedness Level To Fight Coronavirus
Colorado is elevating its emergency readiness to its second-highest level due to concerns 
about the spread of coronavirus, Gov. Jared Polis announced Tuesday. The virus has 
sickened more than 100 people in the U.S.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/03/gov-jared-polis-raises-emergency-preparedness-level-
to-fight-coronavirus/

Denver 7: Colorado "prepared as possible" for coronavirus, Polis says, as state ramps 
up emergency plans
As the state announced plans to increase emergency operations, Polis emphasized that 
Coloradans should go about their daily routine and treat a common cold or sniffles as 
they normally would. People should also take precaution by thoroughly washing their 
hands for 20 seconds and having 72 hours worth of food and water supplies in their 
home, Polis said.



"People should not be flocking to the emergency room unless they are in dire need of 
treatment," Polis said. "This is flu and cold season. Unless [symptoms] are severe, treat 
it as you normally would."
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/colorado-prepared-as-possible-
for-coronavirus-polis-says-as-state-ramps-up-emergency-plans

Chieftain: Colorado braces for coronavirus as U.S. reports fatal cases
“We are prepared to protect the health and safety of Coloradans if and when 
coronavirus comes to Colorado,” Gov. Jared Polis told reporters at a news conference. 
“We are working closely with the federal government and organizations across our state, 
including county health departments.

“We have a plan and will take every precaution and every step necessary to ensure our 
communities are safe and public health is protected. There aren’t currently any 
diagnosed cases in Colorado, but I ordered the Emergency Operations Center to be stood 
up for the likelihood that we will.”
https://www.chieftain.com/news/20200303/colorado-braces-for-coronavirus-as-us-
reports-fatal-cases

9 News: Gov. Polis gives update on Colorado coronavirus preparedness
https://www.9news.com/video/news/health/coronavirus/polis-update-on-colorado-
coronavirus-preparedness/73-038dddae-c3e1-45e5-8cdf-41599480f1d7

CO Politics: Gov. Jared Polis announces state response to COVID-19
Gov. Jared Polis on Tuesday, surrounded by a bevy of state officials, said he has 
activated an emergency team that includes 10 state agencies to step up the state’s 
response to COVID-19, the latest version of a coronavirus that surfaced in China last year 
and has now spread to 58 countries, including the United States, with more than 2,800 
deaths.

Polis said the state has been monitoring the virus for the past eight weeks, but as of 
Tuesday there are no confirmed cases. “We have the tools we need to be prepared for 
that eventuality and the likelihood that there are cases in Colorado identified in the 
near future,” he said. The coordinated response will be ready for when there are any 
diagnosed cases.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/premium/gov-jared-polis-announces-state-
response-to-covid/article_ab42f504-5d83-11ea-bf84-df4e2859b997.html

CO Sun: Jared Polis can commute the sentences of Colorado’s three death row 
inmates at any time
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis could use his broad powers to commute the sentences of the 
three men on the state’s death row today. 

In fact, he could have converted their death sentences to life-in-prison immediately 
after taking office in January 2019. 

But Polis has sidestepped questions about how he will handle their cases, which became 
more pressing after the Colorado legislature passed a bill last week to repeal the death 
penalty. In recent comments, the governor has cited the fact that none of the inmates — 



Nathan Dunlap, Robert Ray and Sir Mario Owens — has submitted a clemency request to 
him as a response to how he will respond following the measure’s passage.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/03/colorado-death-row-inmate-jared-polis-
commutation/

Denver Channel: Bill that offers stronger protections for Colorado bicyclists passes 
state legislature
A spokesperson for Governor Polis sent Denver7 a statement saying, “The Governor 
appreciates the work of the sponsors to make our roads safer and protect cyclists. We 
are currently reviewing the bill and will take action when it reaches our desk.”
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/politics/bill-that-offers-stronger-
protections-for-colorado-bicyclists-passes-state-legislature

CO Politics: Polis to host criminal justice forum
Gov. Jared Polis will convene a forum on Wednesday and Thursday to discuss criminal 
justice reform with more than 450 individuals, including those “with real experience 
from each step of the criminal justice system.”

“We know our criminal justice system should promote public safety, reduce crime and 
treat every individual with fairness, equity and dignity in every interaction and at all 
stages,” Polis said.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/polis-to-host-criminal-justice-
forum/article_2fb5f466-5d58-11ea-93d9-f720f4b4f9ce.html

Westword: How much does marijuna policy matter in the election? 
The voice of the cannabis voter wasn't a loud one during John Hickenlooper's final years 
as Colorado governor, but it piped up again in 2018, when Jared Polis ran. Once a 
Democrat has to face President Donald Trump, whose comments and administrative 
actions around cannabis have been conflicting at best, we'll hear more cannabis policy 
conversations at a national level.
https://www.westword.com/marijuana/how-much-does-marijuana-policy-matter-in-the-
election-11652915

Next Avenue: Why More Employers May Become Age-Friendly
“I am encouraging my staff to improve policies and programs to support the continued 
recruitment and retention of Coloradans over 50,” Polis, 44, said. Both his parents, who 
are in their 70s, are working. (They co-founded the Blue Mountain Arts greeting card and 
book publisher.) And, Polis said, “My grandmother retired when she was eighty-four.”
https://www.nextavenue.org/why-more-employers-may-become-age-friendly/

Pagosa Springs Sun: Legislature: Schools lose millions in a decade of funding cuts
Last week, I met with southwest Colorado educators who shared their stories with me of 
low pay coupled with high expectations. I didn’t just listen, I heard. Finally, I had 
breakfast with members of the Aspen Institute’s Education and Society’s Senior 
Congressional Education Program, an education think tank representing the U.S. House 
and Senate Education Committees, Colorado Sen. Michael Bennet, the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, the Colorado Legislature and Gov. Jared Polis’ office.

I have received many passionate emails, most boiling down to “do something.” 
Coloradans are concerned we’re not putting enough resources into our classrooms to give 



every student the opportunity to succeed and prosper. One thing we all agreed on: 
There is no one single answer to the question about equitable school finance in 
Colorado.
http://www.pagosasun.com/legislature-schools-lose-millions-in-a-decade-of-funding-
cuts/

BuzzFeed News: What To Watch For On Super Tuesday
Sanders is expected to win Colorado by a potentially substantial amount. Though the 
state has only recently become blue in general elections, Coloradans recently elected 
Jared Polis, one of the most progressive governors in the country. Sanders will also 
likely benefit from his strength with young white voters, young Latino voters, and 
liberal bros. Warren is hoping to clear the 15% threshold here.
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/katherinemiller/super-tuesday-2020-campaign-
what-to-watch

9 News: Indictment: Colorado district attorney took prescription opioids from 
employee
Back in August 2019, Gov. Jared Polis (D-Colo.) had ordered Attorney General Phil 
Weiser to serve as a special prosecutor in the case against Lewton.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/crime/district-attorney-brittny-lewton-
indictment/73-72d2d26f-3389-4b76-925f-aef731cf95e7

Times-Call: Boulder County Commissioners extend oil and gas moratorium to July 31
To provide its staff with time to update its oil and gas regulations from 1994, Boulder 
County first enacted a moratorium on oil and gas operations and seismic testing on Feb. 
2, 2012, resulting in new regulations being adopted in December 2012. The original 
moratorium was then extended on several occasions to allow for new studies on the 
impacts of fracking on water and air quality to be incorporated into another update of 
the regulations, which were approved in March 2017, following the moratorium’s final 
expiration in May 2017.

However, when Gov. Jared Polis signed Senate Bill 181 into law on April 16, 2019, and 
granted local governments new authority to regulate the surface impacts of oil and gas 
operations, the legal framework under which the previous updates approved were no 
longer valid.
https://www.timescall.com/2020/03/02/boulder-county-commissioners-extend-oil-and-
gas-moratorium-to-july-31/

Denver Post: Denver Mayor Hancock creates coronavirus task force as virus spreads
Gov. Jared Polis and state emergency officials also will meet with media Tuesday to 
discuss Colorado’s response.

The U.S. Center for Disease Control has identified 20 airports where passengers will be 
screened for the virus, but Denver International Airport is not on the list, Hancock said.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/02/denver-coronavirus-task-force-michael-
hancock/

CO Politics: Hancock outlines coronavirus preparedness, urges hygiene
McDonald, Mayor Michael Hancock and Matthew T. Mueller of the Office of Emergency 
Management held a press conference on Monday afternoon after speaking with Gov. 



Jared Polis on a conference call. The officials said that the city is taking steps to ensure 
those people experiencing homelessness have access to the same precautionary measures 
as other residents.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/denver/hancock-outlines-coronavirus-preparedness-
urges-hygiene/article_069d45ca-5ce5-11ea-8c07-37ab22143666.html

Denverite: Tests suggest no one in Denver or Colorado has COVID-19, but the city is 
prepping for every scenario
Hancock spoke to reporters fresh off of a conference call with Governor Jared Polis, 
public health officials and members of the state delegation to Washington D.C. The 
mayor’s office is working closely with the state, Hancock said, and coordinating locally 
with the help of the Denver Office of Emergency Management and the Denver 
Department of Public Health and Environment.
https://denverite.com/2020/03/02/tests-suggest-no-one-in-denver-or-colorado-has-
covid-19-but-the-city-is-prepping-for-every-scenario/

Westword: Colorado Democrats Push Expanded Tax Credits for Working Families
Later on March 2, the House Finance Committee advanced HB 1203 on a 7-4 vote, with 
all Republican committee members opposed. Democratic sponsors say they're hopeful 
that Governor Jared Polis, who has clashed with progressives over tax policy in the past, 
will support the bill — and working parents like Kayla Frawley are counting on it.
https://www.westword.com/news/colorado-democrats-push-expanded-tax-credits-for-
working-families-11655566

CO Politics: Colorado celebrates Weights and Measures Week
Colorado pays homage to the accurate calibration of commercial weighing and measuring 
equipment this week, as Gov. Jared Polis declared March 1-7 “Weights and Measures 
Week.”
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/colorado-celebrates-weights-and-measures-
week/article_df29ba2c-5d76-11ea-9e2e-7b3b45da0b7f.html

Benzinga: Global Warming Meets Indoor Agriculture: Can Cannabis Be Environmentally 
Sustainable?
The combined team was able to capture and compress excess carbon dioxide created 
from the brewery’s beer fermentation process. After doing so, it was transported and 
successfully released into The Clinic’s cannabis cultivation areas as a valuable input for 
photosynthesis.  The transferred carbon dioxide was cleaner than carbon dioxide 
previously purchased from outside manufacturing sources. DBC has delivered an amazing 
five hundred pounds per week of excess carbon dioxide which otherwise would have 
been vented into the atmosphere. The carbon dioxide was used by The Clinic in both 
vegetation and flower rooms housing a combined 2,500 plants.  Commenting upon the 
success and ingenuity of this thoughtful project, Colorado’s Governor Jared Polis stated, 
“the project has great potential to scale; with a thriving craft beer and cannabis 
industry in Colorado, this could be an economic win and serve to help climate issues.”
https://www.benzinga.com/markets/cannabis/20/03/15468588/global-warming-meets-
indoor-agriculture-can-cannabis-be-environmentally-sustainable

Canon City Daily Record: Rep. Jim Wilson: Death penalty in Colorado has a checkered 
past
In 1988, Colorado adopted lethal injection as its method of execution.  Nine years later, 



Gary Lee Davis became the first Colorado inmate to be executed in 30 years.  A U.S. 
Supreme Court case (Ring v. Arizona 2002) ruled the death penalty must be decided by a 
jury.  Colorado currently has 3 men on death row. Nathan Dunlap – killed four people at 
a Chuck E. Cheese restaurant in 1993, Sir Mario Owens – killed three people at Aurora 
Park in 2003 and, Robert Ray – killed a witness (current Sen. Fields’ son) in a murder 
trial in 2005.  (Gov. Polis has stated he will commute all three sentences when SB 20-100 
passes. Epilogue: On Feb. 26, after a total of nearly 16 total hours of emotional debate, 
the House voted 38-27 to abolish the death penalty in Colorado.
https://www.canoncitydailyrecord.com/2020/03/03/rep-jim-wilson-death-penalty-in-
colorado-has-a-checkered-past/

CO Politics: INSIGHTS | Drug prices fuel a bipartisan debate from Denver to D.C.
Colorado has a $32 billion annual budget for everything from teachers salaries to prison 
ketchup, but more than $1 billion a year goes to prescriptions for Medicaid and other 
safety net programs. The state estimates that drugs account for about 15% of the cost of 
a health insurance policy.

Gov. Jared Polis knows that. His administration is focused on drug prices as the 
underpinning of his evidently very serious promise to cut the cost of health care in 
Colorado. 

The Office of Saving People Money on Health Care, created by Polis and led by Lt. Gov. 
Dianne Primavera, released a must-read report in December on “Reducing Prescription 
Drug Costs in Colorado" with the telling subtitle, "Cost Drivers and Strategies to Address 
Them.”

The Polis folks cite "inadequate price controls" on prescription drugs and indefensible 
blocks on public programs, such as Medicare, using volume sales to negotiate price.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/legislature/insights-drug-prices-fuel-a-bipartisan-
debate-from-denver-to/article_435c4942-55e8-11ea-9516-db172ffe0600.html

Colorado

The Gazette: Colorado GOP calls for Candi Cdebaca’s resignation over coronavirus 
tweet
"Councilwoman CdeBaca praising a social media post calling for Trump supporters to be 
infected with the coronavirus is simply disgusting. There can be no room in our politics 
for wishing harm on Americans who have different political beliefs. Democrats in 
Colorado and across the country need to condemn this evil statement," Colorado GOP 
executive director Lx Fangonilo said in a statement Tuesday.
https://gazette.com/news/colorado-gop-calls-for-candi-cdebaca-s-resignation-over-
coronavirus/article_27d85bd1-7827-5db3-be55-78cefcbbb3ec.html

CO Sun: Mill levy equalization: Three words that could dramatically shift Colorado’s 
school funding system
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/03/uniform-mill-levy-colorado-school-funding/

Summit Daily: Summit Rep. Julie McCluskie endorses John Hickenlooper for US Senate
“I am honored to have Representative McCluskie’s support for my campaign to bring 
change to Washington,” Hickenlooper said in a news release about McCluskie’s 



endorsement. “Her dedication to her constituents and advocacy for Colorado’s families 
and students stand as a model of public service, and I look forward to partnering with 
her to continue making progress on behalf of the people of the High Country.”
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/summit-rep-julie-mccluskie-endorses-john-
hickenlooper-for-us-senate/

9 News: A Colorado hotel is planning to eliminate thousands of plastic water bottles
The Westin Resort and Spa near Beaver Creek will stop using and selling single use 
plastic water bottles this spring.
https://www.9news.com/article/money/business/eliminating-plastic-water-bottles/73-
0f015d40-8aa7-4475-b93a-2b152221419e

CO Politics: State Supreme Court rules in favor of officer in Colorado Springs drug 
arrest
The state Supreme Court on Monday ruled that a police officer did not exceed his 
authority by asking to see a pill bottle containing methamphetamine during an 
investigatory stop on suspicion of domestic violence.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/state-supreme-court-rules-in-favor-of-officer-
in-colorado/article_95bcfb3e-5d7a-11ea-8502-ff0bc21aa708.html

Colorado Politics: El Paso County sheriff complains about lawmaker's grilling of chief 
of staff
El Paso County Sheriff Bill Elder is steamed at state Rep. Leslie Herod over how she 
handled his chief of staff during a legislative hearing this week.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/denver/el-paso-county-sheriff-complains-about-
lawmaker-s-grilling-of/article_3068e37c-5a89-11ea-a739-4ba2091c10d9.html

CO Politics: Denver Mayor Hancock endorses Joe Biden for president
https://www.denverpost.com/politics/colorado-politics/

DBJ: Coronavirus spikes interest in ‘cancel for any reason’ luxury travel insurance, 
Colorado insurers say 
https://www.bizjournals.com/denver/news/2020/03/03/coronavirus-cancel-for-any-
reason-travel-insurance.html

US

NYT: Bloomberg’s Organization Is Like No Other in Politics
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/03/us/politics/michael-bloomberg-2020-
campaign.html

Fortune: Andrew Yang is still the most visible Asian American in politics right now
https://fortune.com/2020/03/03/andrew-yang-is-still-the-most-visible-asian-american-
in-politics-right-now/

CNN: Super down-ballot Tuesday: Jeff Sessions, George Papadopoulos and other key 
congressional primaries to watch
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/03/03/politics/down-ballot-preview-what-to-watch/



NYT: Trump Administration Sends Mixed Signals on Coronavirus Testing
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/03/us/politics/trump-us-coronavirus.html

CNN: Super Tuesday: Why Buttigieg and Klobuchar dropped out
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/03/world/meanwhile-in-america-march-3-
intl/index.html

NYT: What's at Stake on Super Tuesday for U.S. Democrats
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/03/03/us/politics/03reuters-usa-election-
super-tuesday-explainer.html
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Gov. Polis, Public Health & Safety Officials 
Provide Update on COVID-19 

DENVER - Today, Gov. Polis and state health and public safety officials discussed how 
Colorado is preparing for COVID-19 and working to educate Coloradans.

“We are prepared to protect the health and safety of Coloradans if and when 
Coronavirus comes to Colorado,” said Governor Jared Polis. “We are working closely 
with the federal government and organizations across our state, including county 
health departments. We have a plan, and will take every precaution and every step 
necessary to ensure our communities are safe and public health is protected. There 
aren’t currently any diagnosed cases in Colorado, but I ordered the Emergency 
Operations Center to be stood up for the likelihood that we will.” 

The Governor is directing all state agencies to implement the State Emergency 
Operations Plan. This is a plan that the state has used in the past to respond to a variety 
of incidents, including natural disasters like fires and floods, and it is designed to ensure 
we have the resources and systems in place in the event that we have any diagnosed 
cases of COVID-19 here in the state.

“The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment has been planning a 
COVID-19 response for several weeks now. Our department is coordinating with the 
health care system to prepare for cases in Colorado and is actively monitoring the 
situation through our own state laboratory, which is providing seven-day a week 
testing,” said Jill Hunsaker Ryan, executive director, Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment. “While Colorado does not have a reported case, we are 
seeing increasing evidence of community spread in other states, which means there 
are cases of infected individuals who did not have relevant travel history or exposure 
to another known patient with COVID-19. It is possible that mild cases are going 
undetected by the medical system and spreading to others. It’s why preventive steps 
like washing your hands, staying home while  you are sick, or keeping your kids home 
while they sick are key.” 



State and local public health are working together, following federal guidance, to assess 
Colorado travelers returning from areas where widespread community transmission is 
occurring to determine the need for monitoring, quarantine, or other restriction of 
movement and activities.

“We are leaning forward on our efforts to ensure Colorado is prepared. The Division 
of Homeland Security and Emergency Management (DHSEM) continues to coordinate 
with other State departments, local agencies and Federal partners on COVID-19 
concerns. DHSEM has activated the State Emergency Operations Center in order to be 
able to coordinate a wide variety of resources to support preparedness and response 
efforts,” said Stan Hilkey, Director of the Colorado Department of Public Safety.

Click here to see the one-pager. Watch the press conference here.

RESOURCES: People who have general questions about coronavirus disease 2019, can call 
CO HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-2911 or email COHELP@RMPDC.org, for answers in 
English and Spanish (Español), Mandarin (普通话), and more.

The Center for Disease Control  has established the following exposure risk categories to 
help guide public health management of people following potential exposure to COVID-
19.

Resources for local public health agencies and health care providers.

###
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Colorado State Lab able to test for COVID-19 now

State currently has no known cases

Contact: Deanna Herbert, Deanna.Herbert@state.co.us, 303-691-7870 

For Immediate Release: March 2, 2020

Denver, March 2, 2020: The State Laboratory at the Colorado Department of Public 

Health and Environment can now test for COVID-19. Prior to now, testing had only 

been done by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The test will be used for 

people who meet the criteria for COVID-19 testing only; it is not available to the 

general public. 

With current staffing and equipment resources, the state lab has the capacity to test up 

to 160 samples per day, assuming test kits from Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention are continuously available. Turnaround time for results is expected to be 

within 24 hours of specimen receipt at the state laboratory. 

“Being able to confirm or rule out cases of COVID-19 at the state level allows us to be 

more nimble in responding to and controlling this disease if it occurs in Colorado,” said 

State Lab Director Scott Bookman. “The time frame for testing cases should be quicker 

than ever.”

In Colorado, there are three circumstances where public health may decide that a 



patient needs to be tested:

1. 

The patient has a fever OR signs/symptoms of lower respiratory illness, such as 

cough or shortness of breath, AND the patient has been in close contact with 

someone confirmed with COVID-19, within 14 days of when symptoms started.

2. 

The patient has a fever and signs/symptoms of lower respiratory illness (and 

other diagnoses such as influenza have been ruled out), AND the patient 

recently traveled to parts of the world where infection rates are high or 

community spread is occurring, within 14 days of when your symptoms started.

a. 

Please note this guidance varies slightly from Centers of Disease Control 

and Prevention. As we have capacity, Colorado will continue to consider 

testing for individuals who are not hospitalized in order to identify 

patients who have traveled to affected areas who have less severe 

disease.

3. 

The patient has a fever with severe lower respiratory illness that requires 

hospitalization AND other diagnoses such as influenza have been ruled out.

If a medical provider thinks a patient may have COVID-19, the provider will contact the 
state or a local public health department for instructions on testing. If a patient needs 
to be tested, the medical provider will collect a specimen from the patient’s nose and 
throat and send the samples to the state lab. Public health agencies will make the final 
decision about testing for COVID-19 virus. 

Colorado currently has no known cases of COVID-19. The collaboration between public 

health, health care providers, and other agencies to prepare for the disease in Colorado 

is ongoing. The state will continue to investigate and test possible cases and provide 

timely updates about the situation.

Reliable sources for information about COVID-19

CO HELP is Colorado’s novel coronavirus hotline. For answers in many languages 



including English, Spanish Mandarin, and more:

Call 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-2911

Email COHELP@RMPDC.org

State public health web page: colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus

Facebook (facebook.com/CDPHE) and Twitter (@CDPHE) 

CDC web page: cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov

###

-- 
Jessica Bralish
Communications Director 
303-349-7527 (mobile)
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Office of the Vice President

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 2, 2020

READOUT FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT’S DISCUSSION WITH OUR NATION’S
GOVERNORS ON COVID-19 COORDINATION & PREPAREDNESS

Vice President Mike Pence today participated in a discussion with more than 50 of our Nation’s
governors to provide an update on the work of the White House Coronavirus Task Force, to continue
coordination with governors and state and local officials to respond to and prepare for the
coronavirus, and to thank governors and state and local leaders—particularly state and local health
officials—for their leadership.
 
The Vice President, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Alex Azar,
and Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) Principal Deputy Director Dr. Anne Schuchat
provided a status update on the Coronavirus, outlined ongoing Federal efforts, and discussed State
and local actions with the governors.
 
Governor Larry Hogan, Chair of the National Governors Association, joined the Vice President in
person, and other governors joined via video teleconference or phone. 

The Vice President pledged to convene the governors for a teleconference on a weekly basis, and
made assurances that Federal leaders will continue its close coordinate with our Nation’s governors
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Our Nations’ Governors,

 

Thank you for joining today’s discussion between the Vice President and Our
Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness. Below you
will find a readout of the briefing along with additional resources.

 

 

Vice President Mike Pence today participated in a discussion with more than 50 of our
Nation’s governors to provide an update on the work of the White House Coronavirus
Task Force, to continue coordination with governors and state and local officials to
respond to and prepare for the coronavirus, and to thank governors and state and
local leaders—particularly state and local health officials—for their leadership.

 



The Vice President first introduced Ambassador Debbie Birx. M.D. as the White
House Coronavirus Coordinator. Dr. Birx is a world renowned expert in handling the
HIV/AIDS epidemic who will play a critical role in the Administration’s efforts and
understands the importance of a whole-of-government approach alongside governors,
state and local leaders.

 

Next, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Alex Azar,
and Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) Principal Deputy Director Dr.
Anne Schuchat provided a status update on the Coronavirus,
outlined ongoing Federal efforts, and discussed State and local actions with the
governors.

 

Governor Larry Hogan, Chair of the National Governors Association, joined the Vice
President in person, and other governors joined via video teleconference or phone.

Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an
unprecedented whole-of-government approach to protect the American people, thus
the Vice President pledged to convene the governors for a teleconference on a weekly
basis, assuring that Federal leaders will continue its close coordinate with our
Nation’s governors and other State and local leaders on a Whole-of Government
Approach to the developing situation.

 

Moving forward, the Vice President asks that you keep the following resources close at
hand.



 

 

Helpful Agency Contact Information: Below, please find contact information for
our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the Federal family.

 

·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services – Darcie Johnston (Office –
202-853-0582 / Cell – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security – Cherie Short (Office – 202-441-3101
/ Cell – 202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)

·         U.S. Department of State – Bill Killion (Office – 202-647-7595 / Cell – 202-
294-2605 / Email – killionw@state.gov)

·         U.S. Department of Transportation – Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell
– 202-366-3132 / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)

 

The Office of the Vice President and White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
(IGA) will continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do
not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance.

 
Office of the Vice President

Name Cell Phone Email
Tucker Obenshain 202-881-6217 Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov

 
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

Name Cell Phone Email
Doug Hoelscher 202-881-8950 Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov
Nic Pottebaum 202-881-7803 Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

Zach Swint 202-881-6717 Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov
Olivia Imhoff 202-881-7466 Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov

 

Up-To-Date Information: Additional helpful resources and up-to-date
information can be found on the below websites and social media channels.

 

For background and the most up-to-date information, please visit the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019



website: HERE

 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Twitter (here)
Facebook (here)

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Twitter (here)
Facebook (here)

-- 

Maria De Cambra

Director of Communications and Community Engagement 

C 614.330.8382
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
maria.decambra@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO on behalf of Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>
To: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP; Imhoff, Olivia P. EOP/WHO; Swint, Zachariah

D. EOP/WHO
Subject: Follow-Up Vice President’s Discussion with Our Nation’s Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness
Date: Monday, March 2, 2020 4:29:52 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

 
Our Nations’ Governors,
 
Thank you for joining today’s discussion between the Vice President and Our Nation’s
Governors on COVID-19 Coordination & Preparedness. Below you will find a
readout of the briefing along with additional resources.
 
 
Vice President Mike Pence today participated in a discussion with more than 50 of our
Nation’s governors to provide an update on the work of the White House Coronavirus Task
Force, to continue coordination with governors and state and local officials to respond to
and prepare for the coronavirus, and to thank governors and state and local leaders—
particularly state and local health officials—for their leadership.
 

The Vice President first introduced Ambassador Debbie Birx. M.D. as the White House
Coronavirus Coordinator. Dr. Birx is a world renowned expert in handling the HIV/AIDS
epidemic who will play a critical role in the Administration’s efforts and understands the
importance of a whole-of-government approach alongside governors, state and local



leaders.
 
Next, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Alex Azar,
and Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) Principal Deputy Director Dr. Anne
Schuchat provided a status update on the Coronavirus, outlined ongoing Federal efforts,
and discussed State and local actions with the governors.
 
Governor Larry Hogan, Chair of the National Governors Association, joined the Vice
President in person, and other governors joined via video teleconference or phone.

Since the very beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, the President has taken an
unprecedented whole-of-government approach to protect the American people, thus the
Vice President pledged to convene the governors for a teleconference on a weekly basis,
assuring that Federal leaders will continue its close coordinate with our Nation’s governors
and other State and local leaders on a Whole-of Government Approach to the developing
situation.
 
Moving forward, the Vice President asks that you keep the following resources close at
hand.
 
 
Helpful Agency Contact Information: Below, please find contact information for our
Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the Federal family.
 
·         U.S. Department of Health and Human Services – Darcie Johnston (Office – 202-853-

0582 / Cell – 202-690-1058 / Email – darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Homeland Security – Cherie Short (Office – 202-441-3101 / Cell –

202-893-2941 / Email – cherie.short@hq.dhs.gov)
·         U.S. Department of State – Bill Killion (Office – 202-647-7595 / Cell – 202-294-2605 /

Email – killionw@state.gov)
·         U.S. Department of Transportation – Sean Poole (Office – 202-597-5109 / Cell – 202-

366-3132 / Email – sean.poole@dot.gov)
 

The Office of the Vice President and White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (IGA)
will continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate
to reach out to our office directly if we can be of assistance.
 

Office of the Vice President
Name Cell Phone Email

Tucker Obenshain 202-881-6217 Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov
 

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
Name Cell Phone Email

Doug Hoelscher 202-881-8950 Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov
Nic Pottebaum 202-881-7803 Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

Zach Swint 202-881-6717 Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov
Olivia Imhoff 202-881-7466 Olivia.P.Imhoff2@who.eop.gov

 

Up-To-Date Information: Additional helpful resources and up-to-date information can
be found on the below websites and social media channels.
 
For background and the most up-to-date information, please visit the Centers



for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019 website: HERE
 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Twitter (here)
Facebook (here)

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Twitter (here)
Facebook (here)



From: Melmed - GovOffice, Jacki on behalf of Melmed - GovOffice, Jacki <jackic.melmed@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Final Signed Amended PHO 20-24
Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2020 5:56:43 PM
Attachments: Amended Public Health Order - Authorized Business .pdf

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Hause - CDPHE, Ann <ann.hause@state.co.us>
Date: Wed, Mar 25, 2020 at 4:26 PM
Subject: Final Signed Amended PHO 20-24
To: Jacki Melmed - GovOffice <jackic.melmed@state.co.us>, Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE
<jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>

Amended order attached.

-- 

Ann Hause, Director

Office of Legal and Regulatory Compliance

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South

Denver, CO 80246-1530

303-692-3472  |  ann.hause@state.co.us

Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing.

-- 

Jacki Cooper Melmed

Chief Legal Counsel



W 303.866.3788

M 720.252.7333

121 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203

JackiC.Melmed@state.co.us 

 

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned email account
may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Jacki Melmed - GovOffice on behalf of Jacki Melmed - GovOffice <jackic.melmed@state.co.us>
To: @state.co.us; Jared Polis; maria.decambra@state.co.us; benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: Final Signed Amended PHO 20-24
Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2020 4:52:01 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.html

Amended Public Health Order - Authorized Business .pdf

Jacki Cooper Melmed

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Hause - CDPHE, Ann" <ann.hause@state.co.us>
Date: March 25, 2020 at 4:25:44 PM MDT
To: Jacki Melmed - GovOffice <jackic.melmed@state.co.us>, Jill Hunsaker Ryan
- CDPHE <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
Subject: Final Signed Amended PHO 20-24

Amended order attached.

-- 

Ann Hause, Director

Office of Legal and Regulatory Compliance

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

4300 Cherry Creek Drive South

Denver, CO 80246-1530

303-692-3472  |  ann.hause@state.co.us

Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: MEDIA ADVISORY: Gov. Polis to Hold Press Avail
Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2020 2:12:23 PM

MEDIA ADVISORY
Wednesday, March 25, 2020
Shelby Wieman |shelby.wieman@state.co.us |303-957-6011

Gov. Polis to Hold Press Avail

DENVER - Gov. Polis will provide a brief update on the state’s response to COVID-19 
and will take questions from the media. 

WHO: Governor Jared Polis 
WHERE: Emergency Operations Center, 9195 E. Mineral Ave., Centennial.

WHEN: Wednesday, March 25, 2020
4 p.m. MT  

Media who plan to attend in person, please RSVP to shelby.wieman@state.co.us. 
If you are a member of the media who would like to ask a question, but cannot 

attend the news conference in person, please contact 
shelby.wieman@state.co.us or conor.cahill@state.co.us to receive call-in 

information. 

If you would like to watch the news conference remotely, please view the live-
stream on the Governor’s Facebook page. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: For Immediate Release: Gov. Polis Provides Guidance to Local Law Enforcement and Detention Centers
Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2020 9:00:11 AM

For Immediate Release
Wednesday, March 25, 2020
Shelby Wieman|shelby.wieman@state.co.us |303-957-6011

Gov. Polis Provides Guidance to 
Local Law Enforcement and Detention Centers

 
DENVER - Today Gov. Polis released guidance to local governments and law enforcement 
agencies on limiting and preventing the spread of COVID-19. 

“I’m grateful to all of our law enforcement agencies who are working to keep 
Colorado safe during this difficult time. Their service to our communities is critical in 
addressing the spread of this virus,” said Governor Jared Polis. “We have worked 
closely with local law enforcement to develop this guidance to protect our first 
responders and those in custody. We will continue working with counties, 
municipalities, all law enforcement agencies, and all detention centers as the 
situation develops to safely reduce our incarcerated population and limit the spread 
of COVID-19.”

The guidance is meant to improve safety for all law enforcement officers and the 
Coloradans they interact with as well as detention center staff and individuals held in 
custody.

Guidance for law enforcement includes increased use of warnings or summons in lieu of 
arrest when public safety is not at risk; taking necessary precautions when interacting 
with members of the public who appear visibly ill; having jurisdictions implement pretrial 
diversion and release methods to lower the number of individuals held in custody at any 
given time; and more.

Guidance for all detention centers includes, whenever possible, practicing social 
distancing for individuals held in custody and staff; temporarily suspending all visitation; 
ensuring that no more than 10 people are gathered at the same time in any confined 
space; developing a protocol to regularly sanitize facilities; screening individuals coming 
in or being released from detention centers for any COVID-19 symptoms; screening all 
staff for COVID-19 symptoms; and more. 

The County Sheriffs of Colorado also issued guidance in conjunction with the Governor's 
guidance. To the extent that the County Sheriffs of Colorado’s Guidance for Jails and 
Other Police Contacts is more stringent than the Governor’s guidance, the County 
Sheriffs’ guidance should be followed.



To learn more about the Governor’s guidance, read the full document here.

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Barnes - CDHS, Michelle on behalf of Barnes - CDHS, Michelle <michelle.barnes@state.co.us>
To: Maggie Wehrmann; Michelle Barnes - CDHS
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: Documentation of Administrative Leave and Concerns
Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2020 7:58:37 AM

Maggie:
Thank you for your email.  We are looking into it I'll circle back with you shortly.  Please
know how important you the entire behavioral health team is to our community.   Michelle

Michelle Barnes
Executive Director
1575 Sherman Street, Denver CO 8020
michelle.barnes@state.co.us I www.colorado.gov/cdhs

CDHS logo

Executive Assistant - Sharon Trujillo, Office 303.866.3475  Mobile 720.682.7271

~Please remember to Wash Your Hands 
Follow me on instagram at @execdircdhs for regular updates 

This email and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressees named herein and may contain legally privileged
and/or confidential information.  If you are not the intended recipient of this email, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or copying of this email and any attachments thereto, is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this email in error, please
immediately notify me by reply and permanently delete the original and any copy or printout thereof.

On Tue, Mar 24, 2020 at 3:45 PM Maggie Wehrmann <mag.wehrmann@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear Governor Polis and Michelle,

I am writing you to share concerns and offer solutions regarding employee administrative
leave and working from home for non-essential state employees.
As a Behavioral Health Specialist for the Division of Youth Services, I find pride in my
position and overall enjoy my work. Over the past few weeks, I have read emails from the
State of Colorado encouraging employees to work from home when at all possible and for
divisions to encourage this. There has also been widespread communication around
employees and their families being granted administrative leave for displaying COVID-19
like symptoms or testing positive for the virus itself. 
Overall, the message and communication sent by the State has appeared supportive,
however in reality, I do not feel supported. In fact, I have gotten messages discouraging one
to stay home when experiencing symptoms, as one has to use personal sick and annual leave
in order to do so. I am a single mother whose sick and annual leave are dear to me, as my
child is my main priority and responsibility.  Working from home has been a luxury granted
to supervisors, however has not been granted to those of us who can very easily work from
home. BHS are provided with laptops and can easily download telecommunication
applications that are secure; I would suggest that if in-person youth sessions, meetings, or
otherwise are required, that BHS are rotated to be present at work 1 day a week. I have also
felt disheartened to hear that Human Resources is not approving the vast majority of slips
submitted for administrative leave approval. How can the state express concern and provide
directives that its divisions should encourage safe practices when at all possible, yet these



directives are not followed through on in any measure?
For example, I submitted a form today (as I was sent home last Thursday and continued
showing symptoms last Friday) to be granted administrative leave, and was informed that
only one out of many forms submitted thus far have been approved. This message deterred
me from going home early today due to feeling sick, as it does not seem that the State's
message about supporting employees with administrative leave is being implemented.
Behavioral Health Specialists can easily complete their tasks while at home, while
simultaneously supporting safe practices to prevent the spread of COVID-19. I ask that you
please reconsider working from home guidelines for those non-essential staff and speak with
your divisions about implementing procedures that the state has advised. 

Respectfully,
Maggie Wehrmann



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/24/20
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 8:58:07 PM

A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/24/20

Governor

MSNBC: Colorado Governor Polis: We need federal govt to step up
Colorado Governor Jared Polis says a federal government stimulus is ‘absolute critical’ 
and that “we need the federal government to step up for the economic recovery.”
https://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/watch/colorado-governor-polis-we-need-federal-govt-
to-step-up-81162309981

CNN: Colorado is the latest state to abolish the death penalty
Gov. Jared Polis signed legislation on Monday abolishing the death penalty, making 
Colorado the 22nd state to do so.

He also commuted the sentences of three men on death row. Robert Ray, Sir Mario 
Owens and Nathan Dunlap will now serve life in prison without the possibility of parole, 
according to a news release.

"Commutations are typically granted to reflect evidence of extraordinary change in the 
offender. That is not why I am commuting these sentences to life in prison without the 
possibility of parole," Polis said in a statement.
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/24/us/colorado-repeals-death-penalty-trnd/index.html

CPR: Polis Urges Grocery Chains To Step Up Safety Measures
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/24/polis-urges-grocery-chains-to-step-up-safety-
measures/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=alert&utm_campaign=alert20200324

Denver 7: Colorado governor asks heads of King Soopers, Safeway to implement more 
changes in COVID-19 response
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/coronavirus/colorado-governor-asks-heads-
of-king-soopers-safeway-to-implement-more-changes-in-covid-19-response

Denver Post: Why Colorado Gov. Jared Polis has resisted a statewide stay-at-home 
order
Polis has been walking a tightrope, and he will continue to do so: Measures he takes to 
force greater social distancing will do economic damage, while leniency on business and 
other social activities and settings will allow more people to leave their homes, and 
potentially spread or come in contact with the virus.

“The strictest measures, in any model of the disease, will reduce that peak the most,” 
said Dr. Jon Samet, dean at the Colorado School of Public Health. But, he added, “this is 
epidemiology versus economics.”

Said Jake Williams, executive director of the nonprofit Healthier Colorado: “We have to 



reconcile the realities of human behavior with economic imperatives, political realities 
and public health protection. And it’s not simple.”
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/24/colorado-jared-polis-stay-home-shelter-in-
place-coronavirus/

Westword: Meet Colorado COVID-19 Economic and Innovation Dream Team
Amid the flurry of announcements made by Colorado Governor Jared Polis in the wake of 
the COVID-19 outbreak, including an order to temporarily close bars and restaurants, a 
similar directive to shut down nail salons and tattoo parlors, a followup loosening 
regulations related to alcohol delivery, and a call to reduce the state's in-person 
workforce by 50 percent, you may have missed two other significant developments: the 
formation of separate advisory committees peopled by some of the most influential 
business, political and government leaders in the state.
https://www.westword.com/news/covid-19-update-meet-colorado-advisory-dream-
team-11671739

FOX31: Colorado companies step up to create face shields for health care workers 
amid COVID-19 pandemic
On Sunday night, Gov. Jared Polis announced that Genesis Plastics Technologies in 
Greeley would be working with his administration to mass produce protective face 
masks.
https://kdvr.com/news/colorado-companies-step-up-to-create-face-shields-for-health-
care-workers-amid-covid-19-pandemic/

Fox 31: Gov. Polis suggests protocol to grocery store management
Governor Jared Polis sent letters to the presidents of both the Albertsons companies 
(Safeway) and the Kroger companies (King Soopers and City Market) with suggestive 
points for grocery store protocol.

“I want to thank you, as a business leader in Colorado, for your efforts to date working 
in partnership with our state, your employees, and your customers to better protect our 
public health and food security during this extraordinarily challenging period,” he states 
in the letter.
https://kdvr.com/news/gov-polis-suggests-protocol-to-grocery-store-management/

Fox31: Why hasn’t Gov. Polis issued a statewide stay-at-home order?
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/why-hasnt-gov-polis-issued-a-statewide-stay-at-
home-order/ 

Newsweek: COLORADO KINDERGARTEN TEACHER DROPS OFF CARE PACKAGES FOR ALL 
HER STUDENTS AFTER HER SCHOOL WAS CLOSED DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS 
PANDEMIC
https://www.newsweek.com/kindergarten-teacher-care-packages-students-1493909

NBC: Petition urges repeal of restrictions on gay donors amid blood shortage
When the lifetime deferral was lifted in 2015, out gay Colorado Gov. Jared Polis — then 
a congressman — told Reuters that it was a personal affront that a “married gay man in 
a monogamous relationship can’t give blood, but a promiscuous straight man who has 
had hundreds of opposite-sex partners in the last year can.”
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/petition-urges-repeal-restrictions-gay-



donors-amid-blood-shortage-n1167506

CPR: For Coloradans Living Or Caring For People With Disabilities, Fears Over COVID-
19 Run Much Deeper
As challenges arise for the community, Reiskin said her organization has been working 
closely with Gov. Jared Polis’ administration. Policymakers have been largely receptive 
and understanding of the community’s needs. 
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/24/for-coloradans-living-or-caring-for-people-with-
disabilities-fears-over-covid-19-run-much-deeper/

KRDO: Child at Colorado Springs daycare tests positive for COVID-19
https://krdo.com/news/2020/03/24/colorado-springs-parents-raise-concerns-over-covid-
19-day-care-regulations/

Telluride Daily Planet: Emergency enrollment
https://www.telluridenews.com/news/article_dddebf5e-6e1b-11ea-827d-
fba1d8569813.html

Colorado Independent: Littwin: If Trump’s war against the pandemic is ending soon, 
who will tell the virus?
Sure, Trump is a would-be authoritarian, but I don’t think he can simply overrule the 
restrictions put in place by governors and mayors across the country. But assuming Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo and Gov. Gavin Newsom and Mayor Hancock (and why isn’t Jared Polis 
shutting down at least the entire Denver metro area?) and the rest keep the restrictions 
in place, which they would, what happens when the Trumpists decide to go along with 
Trump anyway?
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/24/littwin-trump-coronavirus-
economy-easter/

CPR: Colorado’s Justice System Is Still Catching Up To Coronavirus
Gov. Jared Polis on Tuesday released six pages of guidance to prosecutors, public 
defenders and law enforcement on how to pare down county jail populations and reduce 
the contact police have with people on the street, according to a copy of the guidance 
obtained by CPR News. 

The guidance calls for law enforcement to issue summons, rather than make an arrest, 
when possible on low-level crimes. It also asks police to question the severity of any 
alleged crime when the suspect has cold or flu-like symptoms.  

Polis also called for social distancing in detention centers and asked sheriffs to take 
“reasonable steps” to make sure no more than 10 people congregate at a time inside a 
jail. Sick inmates should be isolated, if possible.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/24/colorados-justice-system-is-still-catching-up-to-
coronavirus/

Colorado Politics: 'A time of incredible uncertainty': Roundtable estimates a 183K job 
loss from coronavirus
Colorado could lose half its jobs in retail, recreation and entertainment, according to a 
new analysis of the coronavirus fallout from the Common Sense Policy Roundtable.



The bread-and-butter components of the state's critical tourism economy are poised to 
lose more than 183,000 jobs, the report predicts.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/coronavirus/a-time-of-incredible-uncertainty-
roundtable-takes-first-crack-at/article_edba03de-6de4-11ea-bf65-ffbcc8034013.html

Colorado Politics: State officials report backlog, delays in reporting test results
The delays are happening while local communities issuing more "stay at home" orders, 
which Gov. Jared Polis appreciates and fully supports. Whether Polis chooses to follow 
suit "remains to be seen," Willis said; a lot of the decision will be based on how effective 
those local orders are.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/coronavirus/state-officials-report-backlog-delays-in-
reporting-test-results/article_fbcc9238-6e0d-11ea-bbc5-8f50460b857c.html

Denver 7: Colorado hospitals in "a world of trouble" without social distancing, ER 
doctor says
Gov. Jared Polis has said the state might need as many as 7,000 ventilators to treat 
coronavirus patients and others who need them once the virus reaches its peak in 
Colorado. Zane said if Polis' estimate is accurate, Colorado hospitals have nowhere near 
that many ventilators available.
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/coronavirus/colorado-hospitals-in-a-world-
of-trouble-without-social-distancing-er-doctor-says

CBS 4: Greeley-Based Genesis Plastics Develops 3D Printed Mask Component For 
Coronavirus Protection
A local company is stepping up to help the state’s response to the spread of COVID-19. 
Genesis Plastics already received big praise from Gov. Jared Polis over the weekend, and 
now the Greeley-based company is ready to ramp up production of medical face shields.
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/24/coronavirus-greeley-genesis-plastics-masks-3d-
printed/

Westword: Safeguarding Reproductive Care During COVID-19 Crisis
Abortions are considered essential health services in Colorado, Cobalt advocates said 
Monday, and therefore aren't subject to an executive order issued last week by Governor 
Jared Polis ordering providers to postpone "all voluntary or elective surgeries or 
procedures" until at least April 14. By contrast, Republican-led states like Texas and 
Ohio have taken steps to halt abortion procedures during the pandemic, and Colorado 
activists say they're on guard for attempts to restrict access here — including a proposed 
ballot initiative to ban abortions after 22 weeks of pregnancy.
https://www.westword.com/news/safeguarding-reproductive-care-during-covid-19-
crisis-11671848

9NEWS: Colorado’s booming marijuana industry won’t likely get federal coronavirus 
help
This is our first real crisis where you’re dealing with marijuana being in a legal space,” 
Marcus said.

Last week, Gov. Jared Polis issued an executive order allowing dispensaries to sell their 
products curbside to avoid customers having to enter the buildings during the 
coronavirus scare.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/colorados-booming-



marijuana-industry-wont-likely-get-federal-coronavirus-help/73-45a326a7-aaa6-4a96-
adcb-f70b09a7fdcf

Denver Post: Colorado health officials mum on details of coronavirus outbreaks at 5 
residential health care facilities
In Colorado, Gov. Jared Polis has issued his own order restricting visitors at skilled 
nursing facilities, assisted living residences and intermediate care facilities through 
April 19.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/24/colorado-coronavirus-nusing-homes/

Loveland Reporter Herald: Larimer County’s food inspection team transitions to 
enforcing coronavirus closure rules
On March 16, Gov. Jared Polis initially ordered all restaurants and bars in Colorado to 
close for dine-in service for 30 days. He later extended the order to last until at least 
April 30. The order has dealt a blow to local restaurants and led to a surge in business 
for delivery drivers.
https://www.reporterherald.com/2020/03/24/larimer-countys-food-inspection-team-
transitions-to-enforcing-coronavirus-closure-rules/

Westword: Colorado's "Essential" Workers Ask for Support Amid COVID-19 Disruption
The roughly 2,000 postal workers represented by the NALC's Branch 47 are one of many 
categories of "essential workers" exempt from the shutdowns and stay-at-home orders 
that are gradually bringing a halt to many aspects of daily life across the country. Mayor 
Michael Hancock has issued an order closing a wide range of non-essential businesses 
until at least April 10, and while Governor Jared Polis has opted for a less stringent 
statewide approach for now, other local governments are following Denver's lead.
https://www.westword.com/news/colorados-essential-workers-ask-for-support-amid-
covid-19-disruption-11672474

CPR: Colorado Coronavirus Updates: What You Need To Know Today
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/24/colorado-coronavirus-updates-closures-testing-cases-
and-more-9/

CBS 4: Colorado Family Of Victims React To Death Penalty Repeal
https://denver.cbslocal.com/video/4491695-colorado-family-of-victims-react-to-death-
penalty-repeal/

Colorado

FOX 31: List: All the Colorado cities and counties with stay-at-home orders
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/list-all-of-the-colorado-counties-with-stay-at-home-
orders/

CPR: Sorry, Colorado, Homemade Face Masks Aren’t Really A Solution
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/24/sorry-colorado-homemade-face-masks-arent-really-a-
solution/

Fox 31: Coronavirus relief loans are available for small Colorado businesses. Here’s 
how to apply
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus-relief-loans-are-available-for-small-colorado-



businesses-heres-how-to-apply/

National

NYT: Editorial Board: Coronavirus Is Advancing. All Americans Need to Shelter in 
Place.
President Trump needs to call for a two-week shelter-in-place order, now, as part of a 
coherent national strategy for the coronavirus to protect Americans and their 
livelihoods.

Once he does, and governors follow his request, there will be time to debate how soon 
some controls might be lifted, or how soon certain people, like those under a particular 
age, might be free to resume something like normal life.
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/24/opinion/coronavirus-trump-lockdown.html?
action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage

NYT: Coronavirus Live Updates: As Fleeing New Yorkers Are Told to Quarantine, 
Trump Says U.S. Should Reopen ‘by Easter’
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/24/world/coronavirus-news-live-updates.html?
action=click&module=Spotlight&pgtype=Homepage

CNN: Coronavirus cases top 421,000 worldwide
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-outbreak-03-25-20-intl-
hnk/index.html

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: De Cambra - GOVOffice, Maria on behalf of De Cambra - GOVOffice, Maria <maria.decambra@state.co.us>
To: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Letter to Governor Polis from Mayors and Managers of Jefferson County
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 8:35:31 PM
Attachments: Gov Polis - Jeffco Mayors Managers.pdf

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Erb, Kodi <kerb@cityofwestminster.us>
Date: Tue, Mar 24, 2020 at 3:55 PM
Subject: Letter to Governor Polis from Mayors and Managers of Jefferson County
To: maria.decambra@state.co.us <maria.decambra@state.co.us>
Cc: Tripp, Don <DTripp@cityofwestminster.us>, Atchison, Herb
<hatchison@cityofwestminster.us>

Good afternoon, Ms. De Cambra.  

 

Please find the attached letter to Governor Polis from the Mayors and Managers of Jefferson
County.

 

Thank you.

 

Kodi

 

 

Kodi Blue Erb

Assistant to the City Manager

City of Westminster

4800 W. 92nd Avenue

Westminster, CO  80031

(303) 658-2001

www.cityofwestminster.us

Extended City Hall Hours: Monday - Thursday, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. - Closed on Friday



 

 

 

-- 

Maria De Cambra

Director of Communications and Community Engagement 

C 614.330.8382
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
maria.decambra@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: De Cambra - GOVOffice, Maria on behalf of De Cambra - GOVOffice, Maria <maria.decambra@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; David Oppenheim - GOVOffice; Eve Lieberman - GOVOffice;

Jacki Melmed - GovOffice
Subject: Fwd: Weiser says legislature"s 120 day limit should allow for pause during COVID-19 emergency
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 4:49:19 PM
Attachments: image001.emz

image003.png
image006.png

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Lawrence Pacheco <Lawrence.Pacheco@coag.gov>
Date: Tue, Mar 24, 2020 at 4:44 PM
Subject: Weiser says legislature's 120 day limit should allow for pause during COVID-19
emergency
To: Lawrence Pacheco <Lawrence.Pacheco@coag.gov>

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 

State legislature’s 120-day session rule allows for recess during COVID-19 emergency,
Weiser tells Colorado Supreme Court

March 24, 2020 (DENVER, Colo.)— In a brief filed today with the Colorado Supreme Court,
Attorney General Phil Weiser says that the 120-day limit on the duration of the legislative
session of the Colorado General Assembly stops running while it is adjourned during the
COVID-19 public health emergency. The General Assembly’s joint rules permit this approach
and are constitutional and consistent with the 120-day limit that voters put in place in 1988.
Governor Jared Polis joined the brief.

 

The state legislature’s joint rules provide that the 120 days of the legislative session are to be
counted consecutively. These rules, however, also allow for a pause in the calendar in the rare
event that the Governor declares a public health disaster, as he did for the COVID-19
pandemic. The need for a pause in conducting legislative business to protect the health and
safety of members of the General Assembly and of the public is urgent now that a state
legislator has tested positive for COVID-19, and Weiser said the court should uphold the
constitutionality of the rules. 

 

“The General Assembly’s rules do not modify the 120-day limit; the rules reasonably clarify



the limit the voters put in place and recognize the importance of an exception for a public
health emergency. These rules ensure that, in times of public health crises, legislators receive
that full period in which to fulfill their legislative responsibilities and serve the people of
Colorado effectively,” said Weiser. “In addition, the rules protect the legislators’ health by not
requiring them to work during a public health emergency, and, moreover, protect the ability of
citizens to engage safely in the legislative process.”

 

The General Assembly passed House Joint Resolution 20-1006 on March 14 before
adjourning for two weeks. Through an interrogatory, the legislature asked the Supreme Court
to determine if the 120-day session is limited to consecutive and continuous days or, for
purposes of operating during a declared disaster emergency, to days when the legislature is in
session.

 

Click here to read the combined brief of the Attorney General and the Governor.

 

###

 

 

Lawrence Pacheco

Director of Communications

Colorado Attorney General’s Office

(720) 508-6553 office

www.coag.gov

 

-- 

Maria De Cambra

Director of Communications and Community Engagement 

C 614.330.8382
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
maria.decambra@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.













exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged,
proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient,
or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the
sender and delete this message.



From: Maggie Wehrmann on behalf of Maggie Wehrmann <mag.wehrmann@gmail.com>
To: @state.co.us; michelle.barnes@state.co.us
Subject: Documentation of Administrative Leave and Concerns
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 3:45:16 PM

Dear Governor Polis and Michelle,

I am writing you to share concerns and offer solutions regarding employee administrative
leave and working from home for non-essential state employees.
As a Behavioral Health Specialist for the Division of Youth Services, I find pride in my
position and overall enjoy my work. Over the past few weeks, I have read emails from the
State of Colorado encouraging employees to work from home when at all possible and for
divisions to encourage this. There has also been widespread communication around employees
and their families being granted administrative leave for displaying COVID-19 like symptoms
or testing positive for the virus itself. 
Overall, the message and communication sent by the State has appeared supportive, however
in reality, I do not feel supported. In fact, I have gotten messages discouraging one to stay
home when experiencing symptoms, as one has to use personal sick and annual leave in order
to do so. I am a single mother whose sick and annual leave are dear to me, as my child is my
main priority and responsibility.  Working from home has been a luxury granted to
supervisors, however has not been granted to those of us who can very easily work from
home. BHS are provided with laptops and can easily download telecommunication
applications that are secure; I would suggest that if in-person youth sessions, meetings, or
otherwise are required, that BHS are rotated to be present at work 1 day a week. I have also
felt disheartened to hear that Human Resources is not approving the vast majority of slips
submitted for administrative leave approval. How can the state express concern and provide
directives that its divisions should encourage safe practices when at all possible, yet these
directives are not followed through on in any measure?
For example, I submitted a form today (as I was sent home last Thursday and continued
showing symptoms last Friday) to be granted administrative leave, and was informed that only
one out of many forms submitted thus far have been approved. This message deterred me from
going home early today due to feeling sick, as it does not seem that the State's message about
supporting employees with administrative leave is being implemented.
Behavioral Health Specialists can easily complete their tasks while at home, while
simultaneously supporting safe practices to prevent the spread of COVID-19. I ask that you
please reconsider working from home guidelines for those non-essential staff and speak with
your divisions about implementing procedures that the state has advised. 

Respectfully,
Maggie Wehrmann



From: Thornton, Wayne (wthornton6@student.cccs.edu) on behalf of Thornton, Wayne (wthornton6@student.cccs.edu)
<wthornton6@student.cccs.edu>

To: governor@state.co.us; jared.polis@state.co.us; @state.co.us; gov-office@state.co.us
Subject: COVID-19
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:18:59 PM
Importance: High
Sensitivity: Confidential

Hello,
 
I am reaching out to you as a member of a multi-national team which is currently engaged in the
fight against COVID-19. We are developing a bio-hazard containment app called NOVID-20. It's
designed to be a mobile, web and desktop app that registers interactions and then assigns individual
exposure risks, so that we know who to test and/or quarantine. China has achieved remission with a
similar centralized model based on distributed input. Our project started with this on March 16th:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZlT2hEaVtKY . We have since updated our core logic, but the
project goals remain the same. We currently have a validated model and can provide a
demonstation of our software whenever is convenient for you.
 
I am reaching out to you in an effort to open dialogue into this issue and how our application can
help the State of Colorado achieve a reduction in active COVID-19 cases. It should be noted that we
are offering this application at no cost to the State.
 
Please feel free to reach out and let's talk.
 
Regards,

Wayne M. Thornton, B.S., CPDT
Project Manager/Data Scientist
NOVID-20 Project
720-427-1880 - Office
720-462-9873 – Direct

Be sure to join our Discord channel for updates and to contribute!

Sent from my mobile device. All typos aided and abetted by Android.

This message is intended only for the individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain
privileged, confidential information which is exempt from disclosure under applicable laws. If you are
not the intended recipient, please note that you are strictly prohibited from disseminating or
distributing this information (other than to the intended recipient) or copying this information. If you
have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail. Thank you.

 
 



From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared < @state.co.us>
To: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill
Cc: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS
Subject: Re: COVID-19 "Update on Positive Tests/Hospitalizations
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:12:51 PM

thank you

On Tue, Mar 24, 2020 at 2:07 PM Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill
<jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us> wrote:

Hello Governor:

I am planning to share the following numbers with the Republican legislators today on our call as
these will likely be posted around the same time of the meeting. I wanted you to see them first.  I
am tracking down where deaths occurred and will share shortly.  Thanks.

Numbers for today

912 positive test results.

84 hospitalizations

11 deaths

35 counties

7701 people tested

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing. 

Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 



From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill on behalf of Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS
Subject: COVID-19 "Update on Positive Tests/Hospitalizations
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 2:07:32 PM

Hello Governor:

I am planning to share the following numbers with the Republican legislators today on our call as
these will likely be posted around the same time of the meeting. I wanted you to see them first.  I
am tracking down where deaths occurred and will share shortly.  Thanks.

Numbers for today

912 positive test results.

84 hospitalizations

11 deaths

35 counties

7701 people tested

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing. 

Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Release 3/24: State officials discourage open burning dur ng COVID-19 response
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 1:27:06 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state co us>
Date: Tue, Mar 24, 2020 at 1:24 PM
Subject: Release 3/24: State officials discourage open burning during COVID-19 response
To: SOC_JICMediaList <soc_jicmedialist@state co us>

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT  

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE  303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email  media info@state co us 

 
State officials discourage open burning during COVID-19 response

Denver (March 24): Officials from the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) 
urge Coloradans not to engage in open burning activities during the current COVID-19 response.

The COV D-19 virus poses a particular threat to individuals with a history of heart or respiratory illness. 
Smoke from open burns could put a strain on already vulnerable populations. “Open burning” is any fire 
outdoors where smoke is released directly into the open air without first passing through a chimney or 
smokestack. 

“In this challenging time, it’s important that we look out for each other,” said Scott Landes, air quality 
meteorologist at the Colorado Air Pollution Control Division at CDPHE. “We are strongly urging 
Coloradans to hold off on open burning while the state responds to the COVID-19 virus. Please be 
considerate of your neighbors, especially those who are in uniquely vulnerable populations.”

Colorado requires that individuals acquire a permit before engaging in open burning. Details on permit 
requirements can be found on the department website. State air quality officials will continue to 
monitor the COVID-19 response and will issue additional guidance or restrictions based on the best 
available evidence. 

 

####

-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "SOC_JICMediaList" group
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to soc_jicmedialist+unsubscribe@state co us
To view this discussion on the web visit
https://groups google com/a/state co us/d/msgid/soc_jicmedialist/CADGWYk8PPRugY6v4qA9WR_yco2WfEh3xTdBnf7FHAU%2BWQMKnLQ%40mail gmail com



From: Cox - GOVOffice, Ali on behalf of Cox - GOVOffice, Ali <ali.cox@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Re: UPDATED DAILY SCHEDULE: TUESDAY 3/24/20 (ALL TIMES MT)
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 10:50:26 AM

ADDED: HOLD 2PM PHONE CALL

Troopers
Gov: - D: Alvarado 303-929-8950 - A: Laverenz 303-912-4029 - B: C. 
Jones
720-926- 7159
Marlon: - Santilli 303-877-1604
Kids: - CJ: Bartunek 720-376-3983 - Cora: Velasquez 303-916- 4937 

.
9am - 9:15am [INTERNAL] RECURRING MEETING WITH LISA 

.
11am - 12pm [PHONE CALL] FEDERAL DELEGATION 

 Who: Jared Polis, Lisa Kaufmann, Eve
Lieberman 
Description: DIAL IN: 970-283-7606 

.
1pm - 1:15pm [PHONE CALL] JAMES DAUNT BARNES AND NOBLE 

Gov to call: 917-679-6123
Topic: The CEO of Barnes and Noble would like to 
speak to the Governor about the current situation and 
the Barnes and Noble stores in the State. 

.
1:15pm - 2pm [INTERNAL] EXECUTIVE TEAM BI-WEEKLY CHECK IN 

Where: Gov's Office  
Who: Lisa Kaufmann, Lauren 
Larson, Jacki Melmed, Eve Lieberman - 
GOVOffice, Maria De Cambra, Jared Polis - 
GOVOffice, Benjamin Henderson 
Description: 
970-283-7606 no pin 

.
2pm - 2:45pm [HOLD PHONE CALL] COLORADANS FOR THE COMMON GOOD

Conference Line: 720-464-7211 no pin
Topic: Declaring grocery workers first responders

.
3pm - 3:30pm [RECURRING] REP LEADERSHIP MEETING 

Where: Gov's Office
Who: Dianne Primavera, Wael Khalifa, Lisa Kaufmann, 



David 
Oppenheim, Crestina Martinez, Kachina Weaver, Jared 
Polis, Eve 
Lieberman, Jamie Short, Mara Brosy- Wiwchar - 
CDPHE, Jill 
Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE 
Description: 720-513-7986 no pin
. 

3:30pm - 4pm [TROOPERS] DRIVE TO CAPITOL 
.
4pm - 4:30pm [DIGITAL] PSA FILMING 

Where: Press Office  
Who: Danielle Oliveto, Jared Polis, Joe 
Dahlke, Maria De Cambra 

.
4:30pm - 5pm [PHONE CALL] RECURRING COVID-19 UPDATE 

 Who: Jared Polis, Lisa Kaufmann, Stan Hilkey - CDPS, 
Danielle 
Oliveto, Scott Bookman - CDPHE, Chris Sorensen - 
CDPS, Eric 
France - CDPHE, Mike Willis - CDPS, Kevin Klein - 
CDPS, Jill 
Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Claire Whitehead - CDPS, 
Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE, Dianne Primavera, Eve 
Lieberman, 
Benjamin Henderson, Maria De Cambra, Mike Nugent - 
CDPHE 
Description: Conference Line: 720-513-7948 no pin 
needed 

.
5pm - 5:10pm [TROOPERS] DRIVE TO MFG STUDIOS
.

5pm - 6pm [HOLD PRESS] STEVE KORNACKI 
Where: MFG Studios, 320 Santa Fe Dr, Denver, CO 
80223, USA  
Who: Conor Cahill, Jared Polis, Shelby Wieman, Maria 
De 
Cambra 

.
5:15pm - 5:30pm [PHONE CALL] RECURRING MAYOR HANCOCK CALL 

 Who: Lisa Kaufmann, Jared Polis, 
georg.hill@denvergov.org 



Description: 
Call-in: 970-283-7606 

.
6pm - 6:45pm [TROOPERS] DRIVE GOV HOME 

On Tue, Mar 24, 2020 at 10:33 AM Cox - GOVOffice, Ali <ali.cox@state.co.us> wrote:
Troopers

Gov: - D: Alvarado 303-929-8950 - A: Laverenz 303-912-4029 - B: C. 
Jones
720-926- 7159
Marlon: - Santilli 303-877-1604
Kids: - CJ: Bartunek 720-376-3983 - Cora: Velasquez 303-916- 4937 

9am - 9:15am [INTERNAL] RECURRING MEETING WITH LISA 

11am - 12pm [PHONE CALL] FEDERAL DELEGATION 
 Who: Jared Polis, Lisa Kaufmann, Eve
Lieberman 
Description: DIAL IN: 970-283-7606 

1pm - 1:15pm [PHONE CALL] JAMES DAUNT BARNES AND NOBLE 
Gov to call: 917-679-6123
Topic: The CEO of Barnes and Noble would like to 
speak to the Governor about the current situation and 
the Barnes and Noble stores in the State. 

1:15pm - 2pm [INTERNAL] EXECUTIVE TEAM BI-WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Where: Gov's Office  
Who: Lisa Kaufmann, Lauren 
Larson, Jacki Melmed, Eve Lieberman - 
GOVOffice, Maria De Cambra, Jared Polis - 
GOVOffice, Benjamin Henderson 
Description: 
970-283-7606 no pin 

3pm - 3:30pm [RECURRING] REP LEADERSHIP MEETING 
Where: Gov's Office
Who: Dianne Primavera, Wael Khalifa, Lisa 
Kaufmann, David 
Oppenheim, Crestina Martinez, Kachina Weaver, 
Jared Polis, Eve 
Lieberman, Jamie Short, Mara Brosy- Wiwchar - 



CDPHE, Jill 
Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE 
Description: 720-513-7986 no pin
 

3:30pm - 4pm [TROOPERS] DRIVE TO CAPITOL 

4pm - 4:30pm [DIGITAL] PSA FILMING 
Where: Press Office  
Who: Danielle Oliveto, Jared Polis, Joe 
Dahlke, Maria De Cambra 

4:30pm - 5pm [PHONE CALL] RECURRING COVID-19 UPDATE 
 Who: Jared Polis, Lisa Kaufmann, Stan Hilkey - 
CDPS, Danielle 
Oliveto, Scott Bookman - CDPHE, Chris Sorensen - 
CDPS, Eric 
France - CDPHE, Mike Willis - CDPS, Kevin Klein - 
CDPS, Jill 
Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Claire Whitehead - CDPS, 
Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE, Dianne Primavera, Eve 
Lieberman, 
Benjamin Henderson, Maria De Cambra, Mike Nugent 
- CDPHE 
Description: Conference Line: 720-513-7948 no pin 
needed 

5pm - 5:10pm [TROOPERS] DRIVE TO MFG STUDIOS

5pm - 6pm [HOLD PRESS] STEVE KORNACKI 
Where: MFG Studios, 320 Santa Fe Dr, Denver, CO 
80223, USA  
Who: Conor Cahill, Jared Polis, Shelby Wieman, 
Maria De 
Cambra 

5:15pm - 5:30pm [PHONE CALL] RECURRING MAYOR HANCOCK CALL 
 Who: Lisa Kaufmann, Jared Polis, 
georg.hill@denvergov.org 
Description: 
Call-in: 970-283-7606 

6pm - 6:45pm [TROOPERS] DRIVE GOV HOME 





From: Cox - GOVOffice, Ali on behalf of Cox - GOVOffice, Ali <ali.cox@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: UPDATED DAILY SCHEDULE: TUESDAY 3/24/20 (ALL TIMES MT)
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 10:35:41 AM
Attachments: Daily Schedule 3.24.20.pdf

Troopers
Gov: - D: Alvarado 303-929-8950 - A: Laverenz 303-912-4029 - B: C. 
Jones
720-926- 7159
Marlon: - Santilli 303-877-1604
Kids: - CJ: Bartunek 720-376-3983 - Cora: Velasquez 303-916- 4937 

9am - 9:15am [INTERNAL] RECURRING MEETING WITH LISA 

11am - 12pm [PHONE CALL] FEDERAL DELEGATION 
 Who: Jared Polis, Lisa Kaufmann, Eve
Lieberman 
Description: DIAL IN: 970-283-7606 

1pm - 1:15pm [PHONE CALL] JAMES DAUNT BARNES AND NOBLE 
Gov to call: 917-679-6123
Topic: The CEO of Barnes and Noble would like to 
speak to the Governor about the current situation and 
the Barnes and Noble stores in the State. 

1:15pm - 2pm [INTERNAL] EXECUTIVE TEAM BI-WEEKLY CHECK IN 
Where: Gov's Office  
Who: Lisa Kaufmann, Lauren 
Larson, Jacki Melmed, Eve Lieberman - 
GOVOffice, Maria De Cambra, Jared Polis - 
GOVOffice, Benjamin Henderson 
Description: 
970-283-7606 no pin 

3pm - 3:30pm [RECURRING] REP LEADERSHIP MEETING 
Where: Gov's Office
Who: Dianne Primavera, Wael Khalifa, Lisa Kaufmann, 
David 
Oppenheim, Crestina Martinez, Kachina Weaver, Jared 
Polis, Eve 
Lieberman, Jamie Short, Mara Brosy- Wiwchar - 
CDPHE, Jill 



Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE 
Description: 720-513-7986 no pin
 

3:30pm - 4pm [TROOPERS] DRIVE TO CAPITOL 

4pm - 4:30pm [DIGITAL] PSA FILMING 
Where: Press Office  
Who: Danielle Oliveto, Jared Polis, Joe 
Dahlke, Maria De Cambra 

4:30pm - 5pm [PHONE CALL] RECURRING COVID-19 UPDATE 
 Who: Jared Polis, Lisa Kaufmann, Stan Hilkey - CDPS, 
Danielle 
Oliveto, Scott Bookman - CDPHE, Chris Sorensen - 
CDPS, Eric 
France - CDPHE, Mike Willis - CDPS, Kevin Klein - 
CDPS, Jill 
Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Claire Whitehead - CDPS, 
Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE, Dianne Primavera, Eve 
Lieberman, 
Benjamin Henderson, Maria De Cambra, Mike Nugent - 
CDPHE 
Description: Conference Line: 720-513-7948 no pin 
needed 

5pm - 5:10pm [TROOPERS] DRIVE TO MFG STUDIOS

5pm - 6pm [HOLD PRESS] STEVE KORNACKI 
Where: MFG Studios, 320 Santa Fe Dr, Denver, CO 
80223, USA  
Who: Conor Cahill, Jared Polis, Shelby Wieman, Maria 
De 
Cambra 

5:15pm - 5:30pm [PHONE CALL] RECURRING MAYOR HANCOCK CALL 
 Who: Lisa Kaufmann, Jared Polis, 
georg.hill@denvergov.org 
Description: 
Call-in: 970-283-7606 

6pm - 6:45pm [TROOPERS] DRIVE GOV HOME 





From: Cox - GOVOffice  Ali on behalf of Cox - GOVOffice  Ali <ali.cox@state.co.us>
To: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Eve Lieberman - GOVOffice; Escobar - GOVOffice  Analysse; De Cambra - GOVOffice  Maria
Subject: Re: Covid-19 and Food Service Workers
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 10:26:19 AM

Yes will do

On Tue, Mar 24, 2020 at 10:16 AM Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa @state.co.us> wrote:
Ali and Analysse, 
can you set up this call and then a call with the major grocers for the Gov for sometime time in the next 24 hrs? 
thanks 
Lisa 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Marilyn Winokur <marilyn@winokur.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 24, 2020 at 10:02 AM
Subject: Covid-19 and Food Service Workers
To @state.co.us @state.co.us>
Cc: david.oppenheim@state.co.us <david.oppenheim@state.co.us>, eve.lieberman@state.co.us <eve.lieberman@state.co.us>, Jorge
Montiel <jorge@cocommongood.org>

Dear Ms. Kaufmann,

 

We hope this finds you well.

 

Attached are two documents addressed to Governor Polis – a cover letter from Coloradans for the Common Good (CCG) and a letter
from the UFCW.  We appreciate your passing these letters to the Governor.

 

Given the urgent nature of our request, a few CCG leaders would like to set up a call with Governor Polis and/or whomever he deems
appropriate to discuss the State’s response. When might be a convenient time?

 

Sincerely yours,

 

Marilyn Winokur

www.cocommongood.org

303.478.7057 (mobile/text)

 

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.





From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa @state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Eve Lieberman - GOVOffice; Escobar - GOVOffice  Analysse; De Cambra - GOVOffice  Maria; Ali Cox - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Covid-19 and Food Service Workers
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 10:16:02 AM
Attachments: Polis ltr 3-23-20 - Food service workers.pdf

Cordova Letter to Polis re COVID-19.pdf

Ali and Analysse, 
can you set up this call and then a call with the major grocers for the Gov for sometime time in the next 24 hrs? 
thanks 
Lisa 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Marilyn Winokur <marilyn@winokur.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 24, 2020 at 10:02 AM
Subject: Covid-19 and Food Service Workers
To @state.co.us @state.co.us>
Cc: david.oppenheim@state.co.us <david.oppenheim@state.co.us>, eve.lieberman@state.co.us <eve.lieberman@state.co.us>, Jorge
Montiel <jorge@cocommongood.org>

Dear Ms. Kaufmann,

 

We hope this finds you well.

 

Attached are two documents addressed to Governor Polis – a cover letter from Coloradans for the Common Good (CCG) and a letter
from the UFCW.  We appreciate your passing these letters to the Governor.

 

Given the urgent nature of our request, a few CCG leaders would like to set up a call with Governor Polis and/or whomever he deems
appropriate to discuss the State’s response. When might be a convenient time?

 

Sincerely yours,

 

Marilyn Winokur

www.cocommongood.org

303.478.7057 (mobile/text)

 

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.



From: McBride, Bill on behalf of McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
To: McBride, Bill
Subject: NGA GOVERNORS ONLY CALL - WEDNESDAY MARCH 25, 1:00 p.m. EST
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 7:59:19 AM
Attachments: Governors Only Call Participant Agenda 3.25.20.pdf

Good Morning,
 
The National Governors Association will host a Governors only call to discuss the COVID-19 situation
on Wednesday, March 25 at 1:00 P.M. EST
 
You can find the agenda attached and the dial in information below. Additionally, please use the
following links to RSVP:   
 
Yes, I plan to participate on the March 25, 2020 Governors Only Call
 
No, I do not plan to participate on the March 25, 2020 call
 
Participant Dial-In Information
Conference Name:           NGA Governors Only Call
Date:                                   March 25, 2020
Time:                                   1:00 p.m. Eastern
Participant Dial in:            (877) 692-8955
Participant Access Code: 9006785
 

Callers will be greeted by an AT&T representative who will ask for name and state.  This
information will be used during the Q&A session to announce the caller.
To ensure prompt starting time of 1:00 p.m. eastern please dial in prior to the call start time. 
Conference bridge will be available beginning at 12:30 p.m. eastern.
Callers will be placed on music hold until the hosts start the call.
Callers will be on mute until the open discussion
To ask a question, please press 10 to be placed into queue (press 10 again to be removed
from the queue).

 
Please direct questions to Aimee Brennan at abrennan@nga.org.
 
Thank you,
 
Bill
 
Bill McBride  | Executive Director
 

National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street NW
Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001 

p/202-624-5320
c/703-370-2298
bmcbride@nga.org
www.nga.org

 
 



The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged,
proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient,
or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the
sender and delete this message.



From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
To: leroy moy
Subject: COVID idea
Date: Monday, March 23, 2020 11:03:00 PM

Marlon said you have an idea about this thing, this is my email please send over



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/23/20
Date: Monday, March 23, 2020 10:18:16 PM

A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/23/20

Governor

Colorado Politics: Governing in a crisis: An interview with Gov. Jared Polis
Polis is earning kudos for the way he is handling the crisis, given that Colorado is in the 
top 10 of states for the number of cases as of March 20. That’s included praise even 
from critics. 

What the state needs, he said, is for a calm and authoritative discussion around science 
and facts and focused on what everyone can do. That includes Polis’ #DoingMyPartCO, a 
social media hashtag he announced last Monday, intended to allow people to share how 
they’re handling the crisis. It shows no signs of slowing , with hundreds of responses, 
ranging from serious tips to silliness.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/coronavirus/governing-in-a-crisis-an-interview-with-
gov-jared-polis/article_fe87d244-6bba-11ea-aae4-db93c4e1995f.html

Denver Post: Editorial: Stay at home during the coronavirus epidemic even if your 
mayor, governor or president hasn’t ordered it yet
We think Hancock and Polis are pushing in the right direction — toward greater controls 
during this unprecedented time — and we are concerned that the president is sending 
signals of heading in the opposite direction. There is a general sentiment from some 
that the cure cannot be worse than the disease, and there are very real fears that 
shuttering a large portion of our economy now will result in a lasting depression in the 
years to come. We share those concerns.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/23/coronavirus-epidemic-stay-at-home-even-if-
your-mayor-governor-or-president-hasnt-ordered-it-yet/

CBS4: Colorado Businesses, Experts Form Task Force To Combat Coronavirus

“Once FDA approved, they’ll be distributed nationally and return results within 45 
minutes,” said Noel Ginsburg, CEO of Intertech. “This type of testing technology will 
ensure that when something does break out, we can respond quickly, isolate people, and 
get our hands on the problem.”
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/23/colorado-task-force-coronavirus/

AP: Colorado Becomes 22nd U.S. State to Abolish Death Penalty as Governor Signs 
Repeal Bill Into Law.
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/colorado/articles/2020-03-23/colorado-
becomes-22nd-us-state-to-abolish-death-penalty-as-governor-signs-repeal-bill-into-law

Sports Illustrated: Opinion: Colorado Passes Bill to Aid Athletes in Profiting Off Name, 
Image and Likeness
On Friday, Colorado Governor Jared Polis signed a bill allowing to help college athletes 



profit off of their name, image and likeness while participating in collegiate athletics. 
The bill is set to go into effect on January 1, 2023.
https://www.si.com/college/colorado/football/governor-polis-signs-bill-allowing-
athletes-to-profit

Politico: ‘Extraordinary change’: How coronavirus is rewiring the Republican and 
Democratic parties
When Donald Trump himself suggested the government could take equity stakes in 
private companies that receive federal aid, it was a Democratic governor, Colorado’s 
Jared Polis, who accused the president of being a socialist.
The immediate effects of the pandemic on blurring the parties’ ideological distinctions 
have been acute — and the virus’ toll still remains far from reaching its peak.
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/03/23/coronavirus-rewiring-republican-
democratic-parties-141298

Denver Post: Denver hospitals announce new coronavirus testing capabilities as 
Colorado’s drive-thru site moves to Montrose
On Monday, National Jewish Health in Denver announced that it has developed a 
coronavirus test and set up an acute respiratory clinic for patients both suspected of 
having contracted and confirmed to have contracted COVID-19, the illness caused by the 
new virus.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/23/colorado-coronavirus-testing-montrose-
denver/

Fox News: Democrats scorn Trump coronavirus response as Senate reaches impasse 
on third aid bill
Criticism from Trump on the coronavirus has also come from the likes of Colorado Gov. 
Jared Polis, a Democrat, who said on MSNBC Sunday "I'm not a socialist like Donald 
Trump," in response to Republicans' efforts to prop up companies hit hard by the 
coronavirus-induced economic slowdown, potentially taking an equity stake in companies 
it gives money to.
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/democrats-scorn-trump-coronavirus-response-as-
senate-reaches-impasse-on-third-aid-bill

Politico Playbook: POLITICO Playbook: A $1.6 trillion game of chicken
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/playbook/2020/03/23/a-16-trillion-game-of-
chicken-488685

9news: Polis signs death penalty repeal into law, commutes sentences of 3 men on 
Colorado's death row
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/local-politics/polis-signs-death-penalty-
repeal-into-law-commutes-sentences-of-three-men-on-colorados-death-row/73-37d6511f-
5f76-456e-a4fe-c365f1e40b1f

CPR: From Quarantine, Gardner Is Working On Passing A Stimulus Package And Getting 
More Ventilators
Over the weekend, Gov. Jared Polis said that the state might be 7,000 ventilators short 
of what’s needed, but Gardner said that he’s been working with the governor and the 
federal government to get Colorado what it needs.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/23/from-quarantine-gardner-is-working-on-passing-a-



stimulus-package-and-getting-more-ventilators/

Denver7: PPE received by Colorado from Strategic National Stockpile being 
distributed, would last 1 day
The CDPHE said Monday, as Gov. Jared Polis said Sunday, that the supplies would only 
cover about one day of operations statewide.
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/coronavirus/ppe-received-by-colorado-from-
strategic-national-stockpile-being-distributed-would-last-1-day

Aurora Sentinel: Polis formally repeals Colorado death penalty, commutes sentences 
of 3 Aurora killers
Brauchler, who briefly ran for governor himself in 2017, further lambasted Polis’ 
decision, which came after several dozen hours of debate at the state Capitol earlier 
this winter.

“The decision to pass and sign the death penalty repeal bill should bring a smile to the 
faces of future serial killers, terrorists, cop killers, mass murderers, child killers, and 
those in prison who decide to kill again,” he said.
https://sentinelcolorado.com/news/state-and-region/polis-formally-repeals-colorado-
death-penalty-commutes-sentences-of-3-aurora-killers/

CNN: Cannabis advocates to governors: Our businesses are 'essential'
Other states, including Colorado and Florida, have adopted emergency measures, 
including telemedicine and curbside pickup as part of their efforts to slow the spread of 
coronavirus.
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/23/business/cannabis-advocates-governors-essential-
business-letter/index.html

Aurora Sentinel: Aurora region readies for possible ‘stay-at-home’ health order, city 
officials say
Aurora Mayor Mike Coffman told the city council during the phone meeting, which the 
Sentinel obtained credentials to, that he believes the order will be made within the 
next 24 hours and that Douglas is working with other regional counties to get “everybody 
in sync as much as possible.”

Coffman also said he spoke with Gov. Jared Polis earlier in the day and encouraged 
unanimity among counties on health orders and that a “patchwork” of orders would not 
be good.
https://sentinelcolorado.com/news/metro/aurora-region-readies-for-possible-stay-at-
home-health-order-city-officials-say/

Westword: COVID-19: Cory Gardner Blames Feds' Failures on Impeachment
https://www.westword.com/news/covid-19-slow-federal-response-blamed-on-
impeachment-by-cory-gardner-11671443

Chieftain: Discussions about halting evictions in Pueblo ongoing
“The courts and the district attorney and our office need to get together and build that 
system and see how that is going to effectively be done,” said Pueblo County Sheriff Kirk 
Taylor, whose department conducts eviction proceedings in Pueblo and Pueblo County.
https://www.chieftain.com/news/20200323/discussions-about-halting-evictions-in-



pueblo-ongoing

Gazette: Gov. Jared Polis inks death penalty repeal, orders 3 men off death row
https://gazette.com/premium/gov-jared-polis-inks-death-penalty-repeal-orders-men-
off/article_91fd03f4-6d56-11ea-bcfa-fb4f5e90613c.html

KUNC: Gov. Polis Abolishes Death Penalty, Commutes Death Row Inmates' Sentences 
To Life In Prison
https://www.kunc.org/post/gov-polis-abolishes-death-penalty-commutes-death-row-
inmates-sentences-life-prison

Rewire: State Officials Try to End Legal Abortion During COVID-19 Crisis
Abortion care will remain accessible in Colorado during the COVID-19 crisis.
https://rewire.news/article/2020/03/23/state-officials-try-to-end-abortion-during-
covid-19-crisis/

CPR: Colorado Family Physicians Beg Gov. Polis For A ‘Shelter In Place’ Order
Gov. Jared Polis has so far declined to issue a statewide order for Coloradoans to stay at 
home or shelter in place, unlike leaders in California and Illinois.

Some doctors now want him to change his tune. 

The Colorado Academy of Family Physicians, which represents over 2,600 Colorado 
doctors and medical students, sent a letter to Polis on Monday asking him to reconsider 
his resistance to such an order. The medical association fears cases of COVID-19 could 
quickly overwhelm the state’s healthcare system without more dramatic action.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/23/colorado-family-physicians-beg-gov-polis-for-a-
shelter-in-place-order/

Colorado Politics: Polis order to speed unemployment insurance claims
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/coronavirus/polis-order-to-speed-unemployment-
insurance-claims/article_4d1456d8-6d02-11ea-91ed-77e376643c31.html

CBS4: Some Businesses Boarding Up Storefronts During Coronavirus Closure
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/23/coronavirus-business-boarding-up-storefronts-
denver/

Denver Post:  Uneven response to coronavirus in Colorado courts leads to confusion, 
differing outcomes for defendants
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/21/colorado-courts-coronavirus-judges/

CPR: From Bennett To The Buffalo Herd: I-70 And Colfax Feel Ghostly Right Now
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/23/from-bennet-to-the-buffalo-herd-i-70-and-colfax-
feel-ghostly-right-now/

Colorado Springs Biz Journal: Opinion: Don’t look to Washington for leadership
https://www.csbj.com/2020/03/23/opinion-dont-look-to-washington-for-leadership/

Mountain Mail: Salida Business Alliance provides online resources
The U.S. Small Business Administration is offering certain areas low-interest federal 



disaster loans for small businesses. All 64 Colorado counties have been approved by Gov. 
Jared Polis to be included in the loan program.
http://www.themountainmail.com/free_content/article_be597c30-6d1e-11ea-8226-
af770984d82f.html

KRDO: Salon clients keep paying for memberships to support stylists during COVID-19 
suspension
https://krdo.com/news/2020/03/23/salon-clients-continue-paying-for-memberships-to-
keep-stylists-paid-during-covid-19-suspension/

Colorado Sun: Colorado child care centers fear for their survival as coronavirus brings 
closures, enrollment dips
Cradle appreciates the governor’s executive order, but feels that child care providers 
are the last essential services to understand the type of relief they’ll receive.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/23/colorado-child-care-early-education-children-
closing-coronavirus/

Denver Post: Colorado abolishes death penalty; governor commutes sentences of 3 on 
death row
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/23/colorado-abolish-death-penalty/

CPR: Colorado Death Penalty Abolished, Polis Commutes Sentences Of Death Row 
Inmates
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/23/polis-signs-death-penalty-repeal-commutes-sentences-
of-death-row-inmates/ 

The Daily Beast: Colorado Abolishes the Death Penalty
https://www.thedailybeast.com/colorado-abolishes-the-death-penalty

CBS4: Gov. Jared Polis Signs Death Penalty Repeal Into Law
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/23/death-penalty-repeal-signed-colorado/

Colorado Sun: Governor signs bill abolishing Colorado’s death penalty, commutes 
sentences of state’s 3 death row inmates
18th Judicial District Attorney George Brauchler, whose office handled the prosecution 
of all three death row inmates, blasted the commutations as political opportunism 
timed to coincide with a pandemic. He complained that neither he nor his office was not 
consulted and that Polis should have provided, at the leas, a heads up.

“There’s no rush to commute the sentences of people who have been on death row for 
one to two decades,” Brauchler said. “If you were looking to bury this horrendous 
decision, this was the best way to do it.”
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/23/colorado-death-penalty-repeal/

Denver Post: Denver orders residents to stay home as coronavirus spreads: “We will 
enforce when and where necessary”
He said he anticipates other communities in the metropolitan area could issue their own 
stay-at-home orders, but it appears unlikely Colorado Gov. Jared Polis will do so 
statewide in the near future.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/23/denver-stay-home-order-coronavirus/



KKTV: Crafters make medical masks to help with shortage
"We had one woman post the other day that she made 25, another posted that she made 
50, a lot of people are just making a couple," Chancy Anderson of Colorado Crafting for 
a Cause said. "I would say we have close to over 500 or even 1000."
https://www.kktv.com/content/news/Crafters-make-medical-masks-to-help-with-
shortage-569018091.html

Lakewood Sentinel: Here's what remote learning looks like in Jeffco
Those worksheets are a large part of the day for Goudie's first-grader, Cora. In a typical 
day, Cora may complete four literacy worksheets and a math worksheet, with Sarah 
photographing the finished papers to message to Cora's teacher. Next, she'll complete a 
specials class, like art, by following a video tutorial on YouTube. To finish the day, she 
writes an answer to the class's `Question of the Day' and reads it out loud, with Sarah 
also messaging this recording to Cora's teacher.
https://lakewoodsentinel.com/stories/heres-what-remote-learning-looks-like-in-
jeffco,296654

Denver Post: Summit County officials asking Front Rangers, other non-residents to 
stay away
“We’re doing everything we can to slow the spread of (the coronavirus), and when we 
have lots of folks coming up from the Front Range into the mountains, that flies in the 
face of everything we’re trying to accomplish,” said Julie Sutor, Summit County director 
of communications. “We don’t want people to come here. We heard from the governor 
that everyone in the state needs to be conducting social distancing to the greatest 
extent possible, and the longer we prolong the outbreak, the longer we will be suffering 
the health and economic impacts of the novel coronavirus.”
https://theknow.denverpost.com/2020/03/23/summit-county-front-range-
coronavirus/235938/

Axios: Colorado joins California in allowing college athletes to profit off name and 
likeness
https://www.axios.com/colorado-college-athletes-name-image-likeness-profit-bd8e51ee-
672e-4683-89de-610d2dd072c6.html

Denver Post: Video shows long line of cars parked at Loveland Pass, sparking social 
distancing debate
https://theknow.denverpost.com/2020/03/23/loveland-pass-coronavirus-skiers-social-
distancing/235917/

Colorado Sun: Colorado child care centers fear for their survival as coronavirus brings 
closures, enrollment dips
Eagle County plans to maximize the flexibility created by Polis’ executive order, 
covering up to 31 absences a month beginning March 1 for all children approved for CCAP 
funding, McQueeney said.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/23/colorado-child-care-early-education-children-
closing-coronavirus/

Mountain Jackpot: Teller County Struggles With Coronavirus Shutdown Orders
https://www.mountainjackpot.com/2020/03/23/teller-county-struggles-with-
coronavirus-shutdown-orders/



Westword: COVID-19 Distancing Fails in Denver Outdoor Public Places
https://www.westword.com/news/covid-19-social-distancing-fails-in-popular-denver-
outdoor-locations-11671286

The Appeal: COLORADO ABOLISHES THE DEATH PENALTY AND ENDS PRISON 
GERRYMANDERING
https://theappeal.org/politicalreport/colorado-death-penalty-prison-gerrymandering/

Colorado 

The Atlantic: Why a Tiny Colorado County Can Offer COVID-19 Tests to Every Resident
San Miguel County in Colorado has, in ordinary times, fewer than three full-time 
employees in its public-health department. It has no hospital. Its total population is only 
8,000. And yet last week, the county became the first in the United States to announce 
that it would be offering all its residents a new kind of test for COVID-19.

The tests are being donated by United Biomedical, a multinational biotech company 
whose executives, a married couple, happen to live part of the year in Telluride, the 
resort town that is also San Miguel’s county seat.
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2020/03/coronavirus-tests-everyone-
tiny-colorado-county/608590/

Denver Post: Colorado opens health insurance marketplace due to coronavirus 
pandemic
Colorado’s health insurance marketplace has reopened during the coronavirus pandemic 
so Coloradans who don’t have insurance or are about to lose it can purchase coverage.

Those who have lost income or had job changes may also be eligible to sign up for a new 
plan during this period.

Connect for Health Colorado started its special enrollment Friday and it will remain 
open through April 3. Coverage can start April 1.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/23/colorado-health-insurance-enrollment-
coronavirus/

U.S.

CNN: Boris Johnson issues stay-at-home order, sending UK into lockdown to fight 
coronavirus pandemic
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/23/uk/uk-coronavirus-lockdown-gbr-intl/index.html

NYT Times: Rand Paul’s Positive Coronavirus Test Sets the (Still Meeting) Senate on 
Edge
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/23/us/politics/rand-paul-coronavirus-senate.html

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



Helping him maintain social distancing this Friday afternoon, his coworker, Gia, a cautious 11-year-old cairn terrier

who is every bit her breed’s characteristics, feisty and energetic, but with a watchful eye for her master and that 6-

foot distance he maintains between himself and others

What keeps him going all day and up most nights is thinking about the lives at risk for contracting the virus, and

how to get the economic recovery underway

"Not everyone will be happy with every decision," Polis said, but what's important to him is that there's confidence

in the data-driven process he's employed  "We don't make any decision lightly," and every one has "vast

implications for saving lives and saving jobs "

“There’s no usual day.”

There are no more normal days for the governor, who turns 45 in May  He spends most of his days on the phone —

that social distancing thing means he doesn’t actually see people much — on this day, I was just the second person

that day to talk one-on-one with  Polis outside of his staff

When he’s not on the phone,  he’s at the state emergency operations center in Centennial

His day is spent checking in with hospital CEOs, or nursing home administrators, or school district superintendents,

or restaurant and bar owners, or law enforcement, or business leaders, or national experts or people in the federal

government, including the vice president  Often, it’s all of the above  

After weeks of this, the days run together, he said  “Every day is like a month  I can’t remember what’s today or

last week ”

He said he felt better after getting the economic team together that he announced on Friday  It might be weeks or

months for other states to take those steps, he said  “The public health issue will touch all of us,” and many will

experience loss  But “the economic piece is also touching all of us,” and he hopes to minimize the economic

disruption and then move on to a robust recovery

While Colorado activated its response to COVID-19 early, the country as a whole —  including the federal

government — should have reacted sooner, he said, by jumping on those first few cases and limiting travel  The

travel restrictions have come far too late

“Those early steps could have made a difference," he said  “There’s nothing I or any other governor could have done

earlier ”

Private-sector experience

While Polis has taken criticism for being more like a CEO in how he approaches governing, it has served him

extremely well in the COVID-19 crisis  

“I’m from the private sector  We face, in the private sector, crises all the time,” although nothing like this, he added

For example, when he was in the flower business and had a million flowers to deliver for Valentine’s Day, he would

have to deal with a plane or truck breaking down  

Obviously, the impact of this crisis is more profound and far-reaching, but “I’m no stranger to crisis command and

I’m very interested in having the right structure in place ”  Being a CEO is a good experience for some of what  he’s

had to work on in the past month, whether it’s scaling up testing, finding resources, figuring out public health steps

or the economic recovery piece, he said

From: De Cambra - GOVOffice, Maria on behalf of De Cambra - GOVOffice, Maria <maria.decambra@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOff ce
Subject: Governing n a cr sis: An interview with Gov. Jared Polis
Date: Monday, March 23, 2020 8:49:01 PM
Attachments: image.png

-- 

Maria De Cambra

Director of Communications and Community
Engagement 

C 614.330.8382
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 



DENVER, CO - MARCH 20: Gov  Jared Polis, working from his office, says much of his day is spent on
teleconferencing or email correspondence due to COVID-19 on March 20, 2020 in Denver, Colorado  The
governor's dog, Gia, rests on a chair nearby  (Photo By Kathryn Scott)
Kathryn Scott

But then there was the decision to close down so many businesses, including ski resorts, which he called an iconic

symbol of Colorado and a way of life  “That would be a very hard decision for any Colorado governor to

contemplate   I know it was the right thing but it didn’t make it any easier ”

Closing dine-in restaurants and bars was also tough, but it was based on advice from doctors and epidemiologists

that those places are “the tip of the spear” in spreading the virus  He was somewhat consoled with public health

advice that they could continue to offer take-out and delivery service, along with Friday’s expansion to allow beer

and wine  “This is very likely, if there’s no cure, an event that’s several months long  What keeps me excited is to

find further ways for those types of businesses to continue engage in commerce ”

Faith and family

Polis spoke briefly of his faith (Jewish) in talking about how he reached out to the faith community — churches,

synagogues and mosques — of all denominations  They’ve been ahead of the curve, he said in adopting guidance to

keep their parishioners safe

In a time of crisis, he said, people want their faith, in physical proximity and in the fellowship provided by houses of

worship  This is not that kind of crisis, he said, indicating the challenge faced by faith leaders in continuing to

provide for their parishioners

“I always have an optimistic spirit, knowing we’ll recover on the other end ” But families will experience loss, and

he expects to, too

Is he afraid he’ll catch the virus? He expects to, calling it very likely, and adding that he also expects many if not

most of Coloradans to catch a mild version of COVID-19  

Polis has encouraged Coloradans to take care of themselves, including mental health, with so many now at home

How he handles it is to spend time with his partner, Marlon Reis, and their two children  “My family comes first,” he

said  

The oldest, 8-year-old son CJ, recently participated in a virtual playdate via Google Chat with two friends  “They

were just goofing off like 8-year-olds do,” he laughed

He deferred when asked about how he explains what’s going on to his kids (his daughter, Cora, is five), but said

parents do need to talk to their kids so that they understand that what’s going on is serious  They shouldn’t feel that

personal worry, he said, since the risk to their own health is minimal, given that children seem to be less likely to

contract the virus

Introducing as much normalcy as possible — such as the virtual playdates — is also important, he said  

“We’re all holding our families closer,” he said, which includes protecting his parents  They’re both in their 70s, and

he said his mom has respiratory issues and is at a higher risk  “A lot of us are in the middle” with older parents and

young children  “We’re assuring our kids and providing as much stability as we can,” he said  

Polis is earning kudos for the way he is handling the crisis, given that Colorado is in the top 10 of states for the

number of cases as of March 20  That’s included praise even from critics  

What the state needs, he said, is for a calm and authoritative discussion around science and facts and focused on

what everyone can do  That includes Polis’ #DoingMyPartCO, a social media hashtag he announced last Monday,

intended to allow people to share how they’re handling the crisis  It shows no signs of slowing , with hundreds of

responses, ranging from serious tips to silliness



“It’s given people ideas about how to make this more bearable,” he said, smiling  “We want all the good ideas we

can get ”

And he remains on message about personal responsibility  “There’s no government or private sector ranger riding to

the rescue,” he said  “It’s about your choice not to congregate with 30 people for your birthday  The police and

public health officials won’t stop you  But you’re being dumb” by doing it and threatening the lives of others  

“We’ll get through this  Most people are going to be just fine  People are no stranger to loss in their lives  We’ll

emerge on the other end, and want to make sure we’re prepared for a robust and healthy recovery ”

Until then, wash your hands  



maria.decambra@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.
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Governors and Governors’ Senior Staff,

 

Thank you for joining today’s briefing call Vice President Mike Pence on the all-of-
America approach to respond to, prepare for, and mitigate the effects of COVID-19.

 

Data Asks from the Vice President
1.     Hospitals & State/Local Labs Reporting COVID-19 Cases to CDC: The Vice

President asked every governor to ensure your State and local public health
departments including hospitals are reporting their COVID-19 testing data and results
in real-time to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). This is required
under the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (H.R. 6201) signed by President
Trump on March 18.
·       H.R. 6201 language on testing data requirement: “SEC. 1702. States and local

governments receiving funds or assistance pursuant to this division shall ensure the
respective State Emergency Operations Center receives regular and real-time
reporting on aggregated data on testing and results from State and local public
health departments, as determined by the Director of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, and that such data is transmitted to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.”

 
2.    Surveying Outpatient Surgical Centers & Clinics for Ventilators: The Vice

President asked every governor to survey their outpatient surgical centers and clinics for
ventilators. The U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) is now allowing those
ventilators to be modified by changing a vent. Governors are going to be able to identify
a whole new range of ventilators that could be easily converted, add to their supply, and
focused at the point of the need in their States. More details below.

Readout from the Vice President’s Briefing with Governors
Today, Vice President Mike Pence led a discussion with the chief executives of over 50
States, territories, and Washington, DC, to provide an update on the all-of-America



approach to respond to, prepare for, and mitigate the effects of COVID-19. The leadership
of governors, mayors, county commissioners, and tribal officials is vital for effective
emergency management. Emergency management in America is locally-executed, State-
managed, and Federally supported, which allows for innovative solutions to be identified at
the local and State level for the majority of issues. The Federal government helps scale best
practices, coordinates key priorities, and provides regulatory flexibilities and key resources
to supplement, but not replace private sector, local, and state resources. Federal leaders
stressed that local leaders need to work with State leaders. Participants also discussed the
importance of connectivity to healthcare providers and their associated supply chains to
create a clear dashboard of all the key resources in each community and across each State.
Many States have worked diligently to pull-together all of the key stakeholders in their State
to have a coordinated, innovative, solution-focused supply management ecosystem.
 
The Vice President and Dr. Birx urged State and local leaders to regularly highlight the “15
Days to Slow the Spread” community mitigation guidance established by the CDC.
Participants discussed the historic actions taken by the Federal government to support
State, local, and private sector leaders, importance of data sharing between State and
Federal governments, States removing telemedicine barriers, importance of Emergency
Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) agreements to surge resources and personnel,
preserving key medical supplies by curtailing elective medical procedures and
appointments, and supporting small businesses and American workers.
 
The Vice President applauded specific Governors for driving innovative solutions to this
unprecedented challenge, including implementing best practices in scaling testing,
conserving key resources, communicating with local and tribal officials, waiving state
regulatory barriers, and utilizing established emergency management structures to ensure
coordinated efforts and communications across all levels of government.
 
Since January 2020, the Trump Administration has held over 60 briefings with over 35,000
State, local, and tribal leaders in every State and territory in the Nation. Leaders at every
level of government and the private sector are working to bend the curve.
 
 
Below, you will find additional information mentioned on today’s call and
resources to follow-up including:
·       FEMA Regional Administrators Contact Information
·       New Ventilator Guidance – Expanding the Availability of Ventilators as Well as Other

Respiratory Devices
·       Testing Prioritization
·       Testing Resources
·       Guidance on Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce
·       Checklists and Tools to Accelerate Relief for State Medicaid & CHIP Programs
·       Federal Waiver for Testing Assessments
·       Resources for Constituents Overseas Traveling Back to the U.S.
·       Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) Mitigation Framework for States,

Localities, & Communities

 

 If you have any additional questions, please reach out to the Office of the Vice
President or White House Intergovernmental Affairs Office.



 
 
Intergovernmental Affairs Office

Name Cell Phone Email
Doug Hoelscher 202-881-8950 Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov
Nic Pottebaum 202-881-7803 Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

Zach Swint 202-881-6717 Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

 

Office of the Vice President
Name Cell Phone Email

Tucker Obenshain 202-881-6217 Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov

 

 

Thanks,

Nic

 

--

Nicholas D. Pottebaum

Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-2132 | C: 202-881-7803| E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

 

15 Days to Slow the Spread

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

 

Contact Information – FEMA Regional Administrators

Sunday, you and your staffs received contact information for your Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) Regional Administrators. FEMA has activated the
National Response Coordination Center (NRCC) 24/7, and is now the lead agency to



make formal Federal requests. Your State’s strong leadership is needed to provide
effective emergency management that is: (1) Locally-executed, (2) State-managed,
and (3) Federally-supported. All requests to the Federal government must be formally
communicated by your State emergency manager to your FEMA Regional
Administrator. This is the same process as natural disasters (e.g., hurricane recovery,
flood recovery, tornado recovery, etc.). Reminding your team that if they are not
utilizing the connectivity between the state operations center and the FEMA team,
they aren’t doing right – the good news most folks are now utilizing this path and with
your help, we can all ensure effective processes elevate key priorities and questions. In
particular, please ensure good connectivity between your state public health director
and your state emergency manager.
·       Contact Information: Contact information for your FEMA Regional Administrator is

attached.

 

New Ventilator Guidance – Expanding the Availability of Ventilators as
Well as Other Respiratory Devices

The U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) has issued guidance to expand the
availability of ventilators as well as other respiratory devices and their accessories
during this pandemic. Every governor should survey their outpatient surgical centers
and clinics for ventilators as FDA is now allowing those ventilators to be modified by
changing a vent. Governors are going to be able to identify a whole new range of
ventilators that could be easily converted, add to their supply, and focused at the point
of the need in their States. To expand availability, FDA will not object to limited
modifications to the indications, claims, functionality, or to the hardware, software, or
materials of FDA-cleared devices used to support patients with respiratory failure or
respiratory insufficiency. This policy applies only during the public health emergency.
More information here.

 

Testing Prioritization
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has recommended
prioritization for COVID-19 testing for individuals. HHS has developed three categories
that we strongly recommend States and clinical laboratories utilize as they develop
strategies to prioritize COVID-19 testing in their communities. Attached is a document
with some additional details about the three categories and why we must prioritize
these populations.  
·       Priority 1: Hospitalized patients; healthcare facility workers with symptoms.
·       Priority 2: Patients in long-term care facilities with symptoms; patients over age 65

years with symptoms; patients with underlying conditions with symptoms; first
responders with symptoms.

·       Priority 3: Critical infrastructure workers with symptoms; Individuals who do not
meet any of the above categories with symptoms; healthcare facility workers and first
responders; individuals with mild symptoms in communities experiencing high
numbers of COVID-19 hospitalizations.

 



Testing Resources

This website offers frequently asked questions relating to the development and
performance of diagnostic tests for COVID-19, including information on what
commercial laboratories are offering testing, alternative swab supplies/methods,
diversification on the types of reagents that can be used, etc. This information should
be shared and reviewed by your State public health lab. Link to Food & Drug
Administration FAQ on Testing.
·       Commercial Testing: We would encourage all governors to focus on utilizing and

expanding commercial testing options. If you have not yet connected with the
representatives from Abbott, Holagic, LabCorps, Roche, and Thermo Fisher, and other
private sector testing platforms, we would encourage you to do so as that is where the
high-speed testing solution is moving forward.

·       Technical Assistance for State Labs: 24/7 Technical Assistance for Labs: 1-888-
463-6332.

Guidance on Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce

The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) released guidance to
help state and local jurisdictions and the private sector identify and manage their
essential workforce while responding to COVID-19. More information here.

 

Checklists and Tools to Accelerate Relief for State Medicaid & CHIP
Programs

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has released new tools to strip
away regulatory red tape and unleash new resources to support state Medicaid and
Children’s Health Insurance Programs (CHIP). CMS now has a full suite of tools
available to maximize responsiveness to state needs. The agency has created four
checklists that together will make up a comprehensive Medicaid COVID-19 federal
authority checklist to make it easier for states to receive federal waivers and
implement flexibilities in their program. More information here.

 
Federal Waiver for Testing Assessments
The U.S. Department of Education (DOEd) upon proper request will grant a waiver to any
State that is unable to assess its students due to the ongoing national emergency, providing
relief from Federally mandated testing requirements for this school year. A State unable to
assess its students can seek a waiver from Federal testing requirements by completing a
form available here. DOEd has dramatically streamlined the application process to make it
as simple as possible for state leaders who are grappling with many complex issues.

 

Resources for Constituents Overseas Traveling Back to the U.S.

If you have constituents overseas trying to travel back the U.S. your office or your



constituents can contact the U.S. Department of State at 1-888-407-4747 or go to
step.state.gov.

 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) Mitigation Framework for
States, Localities, & Communities
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like
COVID-2019. Everyone has a role to play in preparation and prevention. CDC is
aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community spread in the
United States. CDC’s all-of-community approach is focused to slow the transmission of
COVID-19, and reduce illness and death, while minimizing social and economic impacts.
The framework includes: (i) Local Factors to Consider for Determining Mitigation
Strategies, (ii) Community mitigation strategies by setting and by level of community
transmission or impact of COVID-19, and (iii) Potential mitigation strategies for public
health functions. More here.
 



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: 3/23 State health department issues public health order reducing in-person work and increasing

social distancing
Date: Monday, March 23, 2020 6:01:17 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
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State health department issues public health order reducing 

in-person work and increasing social distancing

DENVER, March 23, 2020: In accordance with Governor Polis’ executive order, the 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment issued a public health order 
implementing a 50% reduction in non-essential business in-person work and increasing 
social distancing.

In order to protect public health and safety and slow the spread of COVID-19, this 
public health order increases social distancing and identifies critical workplaces that 
are exempt to make sure Colorado can provide goods and services to its people during 
the COVID-19 response.

“We call on Colorado business leaders to join us in these efforts,” says Jill Hunsaker 
Ryan, executive director, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. 
“Help us protect Coloradans by using your best judgment about where your workplace 
fits in this public health order. It’s up to all of us to keep our workforce, partners, and 
the public safe.”

As with all other recent public health orders, businesses are asked to voluntarily 



comply; however, counties and local public health agencies have the authority to 
enforce this order. Local law enforcement and/or the local public health agency may 
contact businesses to encourage them to voluntarily comply.  If the problem continues, 
the business could face civil or criminal action for a violation of the public health 
order. People who are concerned about noncompliance should express their concerns 
to the business first, and if you continue to have concerns, report them to local law 
enforcement or your local public health agency.

The critical workplaces that are exempt include:

Health care operations.

Critical Infrastructure, including utilities, fuel supply and transmission, public 
water, telecommunications, transportation, hotels, organizations that provide 
for disadvantaged people, and food supply chain.

Critical Manufacturing, including food, beverages, chemicals, medical 
equipment, pharmaceuticals, sanitary products, agriculture.

Critical Retail, including grocery stores, liquor stores, farms, gas stations, 
restaurants and bars for takeout, marijuana dispensaries but only for medical 
or curbside delivery, hardware stores.

Critical Services, including trash and recycling, mail, shipping, laundromats, 
child care, building cleaning and maintenance, auto supply and repair, 
warehouses/distribution, funeral homes, crematoriums, cemeteries, animal 
shelters and rescues. 

News Media.

Financial Institutions.

Providers of Basic Necessities to Economically Disadvantaged Populations.

Construction.

Defense.

Public Safety Services like law enforcement, fire prevention and response, 



EMTs, security, disinfection, cleaning, building code enforcement, snow 
removal, auto repair.

Vendors that Provide Critical Services or Products including logistics, child 
care, tech support, or contractors with critical government services.

“Critical Government Functions.” 
 
Here are some examples of how this public health order could be implemented:
 

Critical businesses: (e.g., hospital): the 50% reduction in workforce will not 
apply, but social distancing (6 feet apart) and gathering no more than 10 people 
does apply, to the extent possible. 

Non-critical businesses (e.g., a retail storefront that sells goods other than food): 
the 50% reduction in workforce does apply. This can be done by implementing 
teleworking, staggering your workforce, or using other tools. Social distancing 
and gathering no more than 10 people also applies. If you can show that your 
employees and customers can maintain a distance of six feet from one another 
during work hours, you can fill out a waiver form that allows your business to 
continue operating at more than 50%. This “Self-certification for businesses” 
attestation form is available now at covid19.colorado.gov/schools-workplaces-
community.

 
The order takes effect on Tuesday, March 24, 2020, at 8 a.m. and is set to last through 
11:59 p.m. on Friday, April 10, 2020.  The order may be extended, changed, ended or 
replaced, so it is important to follow local sources of good information, like 
covid19.colorado.gov to stay informed. 
 
On March 5, CDPHE’s public health laboratory confirmed the first presumptive positive 
COVID-19 test result in Colorado. Since then, the number of confirmed cases has 
continued to climb. Colorado needs to take these precautions for the preservation of 
public health and safety throughout our entire State and to ensure our health care 
delivery system can serve those who are sick.  
 
To read the public health order, click here. To see frequently asked questions, click 
here. 
 
Continue to stay up to date by visiting covid19.colorado.gov.
 

###



 
El Departamento de Salud de Colorado emite una orden de salud pública para 
reducir el número de trabajadores presenciales en empleos “no críticos” y 

recomienda distancia social extrema

DENVER, Marzo 23, 2020: De acuerdo con la orden ejecutiva del Gobernador Polis, el 
Departamento de Salud y Medio Ambiente de Colorado emitió una orden de salud 
pública que implementa una reducción de 50% de trabajadores presenciales en 
empleos “no críticos” y extrema distancia social.

Con el fin de proteger la salud pública y disminuir el contagio del COVID-19, esta orden 
de salud pública incrementa la distancia social e identifica a los lugares de trabajo que 
están exentos, con el fin de asegurar que Colorado pueda proveer bienes y servicios 
mientras se combate el COVID-19. 

“Le hacemos un llamado a los líderes de los negocios en Colorado para unirse a estos 
esfuerzos,” así los dijo Jill Hunsaker Ryan, Directora Ejecutiva del Departamento de 
Salud y Medio Ambiente de Colorado. “Ayúdenos a proteger a los habitantes de 
Colorado al usar el sentido común sobre en qué categoría su fuerza de trabajo se 
encuentra en la orden de salud pública.  Depende de nosotros mantener la fuerza 
laboral, asociados y la seguridad pública”.

 
Los lugares de trabajo que están exentos, incluyen: 

Cuidado de salud.

Infraestructura esencial, incluyendo servicios básicos, gasolina, agua, 
telecomunicaciones, transportación, hoteles, organizaciones que brindan 
servicio a personas con necesidades especiales y alimentos. 

Manufactura esencial, alimentos, bebidas, químicos, equipo médico, 
farmacéutico, productos sanitarios, agricultura.

Ventas de minoristas, supermercados, licorerías, granjas, gasolineras, entrega 
a domicilio de restaurantes y bares, dispensarios de marihuana pero solo 
medicinal y la entrega será afuera del dispensario, ferreterías.  

Servicios esenciales, incluyendo basura y reciclaje, correo, envíos, lavanderías, 
cuidado infantil, mantenimiento y limpieza de edificios, talleres de autos, 
bodegas/distribución, funerarias, crematorios, cementerios, albergues y 
rescate animal.  

Medios de comunicación.



Instituciones financieras.

Proveedores de necesidades básicas para poblaciones en desventaja 
económica.

Construcción.

Defensa.

Servicios de seguridad como policías, bomberos, EMTs, seguridad, desinfección, 
limpieza, cumplimiento del código de edificios, limpieza de nieve y reparación 
de autos. 

Proveedores de servicios esenciales que incluyen logística, cuidado infantil, 
apoyo técnico o proveedores de servicios de gobierno esenciales.

“Funciones de Gobierno esenciales.” 
 
Estos son algunos ejemplos de cómo podría ser implementada esta orde de salud 
pública:
 

Negocios esenciales: (por ejemplo hospital): la reducción del 50% de su fuerza 
laboral no aplica, pero distancia social (6 pies de distancia) y agrupaciones de no 
más de 10 personas si aplica, en la medida de lo posible. 

Negocios no esenciales (por ejemplo tiendas minoristas que no sean de 
alimentos): la reducción del 50% de la fuerza laboral aplica. Esto podría ser por 
medio de trabajo a distancia, escalonando su fuerza laboral o por medio de otras 
alternativas. Distancia social y no más en grupos de 10 personas aplica.  Si puede 
mostrarle a sus empleados y clientes a mantenerse en una distancia de 6 pies uno 
de otro durante las horas de trabajo, puede llenar un documento que le permite 
continuar operando con más del 50% de su fuerza laboral. Los puede encontrar 
en “Self-certification for businesses” attestation form en la página 
covid19.colorado.gov/schools-workplaces-community.

 
Esta orden toma efecto el martes 24 de marzo, 2020 a partir de las 8:00 a.m. y está 
pautado hasta las 11:59 p.m. del viernes, 10 de abril, 2020.
 



El 5 de marzo, el laboratorio del CDPHE confirmó el primer caso presuntamente 
positivo del COVID-19 en Colorado. Desde esa fecha, el número de casos confirmados 
se han incrementado.  Colorado necesita tomar estas medidas de precaución para 
salvaguardar la salud pública y la seguridad en en el estado de Colorado y así asegurar 
que el sistema del cuidado de salud pueda atender a todos lo que están enfermos.  
 
Para leer la orden pública visite  aqui.  Para preguntas frecuentes visite aqui.   

Actualizaciones en  covid19.colorado.gov.
 

###
 

 
 

-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups
"SOC_JICMediaList" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
soc_jicmedialist+unsubscribe@state.co.us.
To view this discussion on the web visit
https://groups.google.com/a/state.co.us/d/msgid/soc_jicmedialist/CADGWYk_tri1-
S_4bq33JK4uU5dLMh8XTcODGM_hXkoU5Rqsv9g%40mail.gmail.com.







From: McBride, Bill on behalf of McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
To: McBride, Bill
Subject: National Governors Association"s COVID-19 Daily Update - 3/23/2020
Date: Monday, March 23, 2020 4:26:13 PM

Good afternoon Governors,   
   
We are continuing the National Governors Association daily email with recent updates on the state
and federal COVID-19 response efforts that NGA staff have identified as occurring in the past 24
to 48 hours, and NGA activities to assist you in your response to COVID-19.
Please check our resource website for the latest information.  
   
Governors-Only Call   
NGA is hosting weekly governors-only calls to discuss the COVID-19 situation. The next governors-
only call will be held Wednesday, March 25 at 1 p.m. EDT.  More information will be shared with you
and your schedulers shortly.   
 
Cybersecurity Threats  
We have been informed that there are software companies reaching out to state offices during the
COVID-19 public health crisis and offering free software to governors’ offices. Please be wary of
offers for free “legislation billing verification software” that is designed to track state contractors. IT
experts and associations have raised concerns about IT security and privacy related to those
offerings.  
 
American Red Cross Request 
In the face of COVID-19, the American Red Cross continues to seek your help communicating three
vital messages to the public:   
 

·        Donating blood is a safe process and people should not be concerned about giving or
receiving blood during this challenging time. 
·        Healthy donors are needed more than ever, as we are currently facing a severe blood
shortage due to cancellations of employer-sponsored blood drives. 
·        If possible, keep scheduled blood drives. The Red Cross is asking every governor to help
communicate this critical need to the American public. Red Cross President and CEO Gail
McGovern would welcome an opportunity to speak with you directly on how you can help. Her
cell is 617-816-9900.  

 
Actions Being Taken By Governors   
   
State Emergency/Public Health Emergency Declarations   
All 55 states and territories, as well as the District of Columbia, have issued state emergency/public
health emergency declarations. Please see the NGA website for links to each governor’s order.   
   
National Guard Activations By State/Territory   
At least 33 states, Puerto Rico, Guam and the District of Columbia have activated the National
Guard: AL, AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DE, FL, GA, IA, IL, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MI, MN, MT, NC, ND, NJ,



NM, NY, OK, PA, RI, SC, TX, VA, VT and WI.   
    
NGA Activities   
 
Designation of Essential Businesses 
As governors look to curb the spread of COVID-19, we are seeing a growing number of
questions about which businesses are designated essential under closure orders. These designations
differ by state and we are linking to state resources on our website. Businesses, like highway truck
stops and critical infrastructure operators, play a key role in supporting the nationwide response to
COVID-19.  
 
NGA will hold a call tomorrow, Tuesday, March 24 at 3 p.m. EDT, on limitations on businesses and
designation of essential business sectors. This call will feature a briefing by state experts on building
a comprehensive approach and engaging stakeholders and addressing local essential orders. As part
of NGA’s continued support of governor’s offices in responding to COVID-19, NGA is preparing a
memorandum on this topic, which will be shared tonight. For more information and call in details,
please contact Jeff Locke at jlocke@nga.org.
 
SCAN Call   
NGA is hosting weekly State Coronavirus Action Network (SCAN) calls to facilitate cross-state
learning, allow states to hear from subject-matter experts, and communicate technical assistance
needs to NGA staff. The next SCAN call will take place tomorrow, Tuesday, March 24 at 4
p.m. EDT, focusing on building health system capacity to address COVID-19, including strategies to
expand the healthcare workforce, mitigate supply chain issues, and leverage telehealth. You can dial
into the call at 1-877-853-5257 and use the Meeting ID: 969398306#.  
  
Previous SCAN calls have addressed public health legal preparedness, crisis communications, and
mitigation strategies. To listen to previous SCAN calls, click here for the Feb. 26 call on emergency
powers, here for the March 10 call on crisis communications, and here for the March 17 call on
mitigation strategies.   
 
Third Coronavirus Congressional Supplemental Bill  
On Sunday, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell released a $2 trillion rescue package,
Supplemental 3. On Sunday and earlier today, the measure failed to garner the 60 votes needed to
advance the legislation. Negotiations between Leader McConnell, Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin continue. 
 
One of the sticking points has and continues to be the issue of direct aid to states, which was not
included in the text filed by Leader McConnell.  
 
Earlier today, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi introduced her version of Supplemental 3, which
includes a $200 billion State Stabilization Fund to provide states, territories and tribes with funding
to cover revenue lost because of coronavirus.  
 
NGA sent a letter to the Hill on March 20 requesting $150 billion for direct aid to states.  Governors



have called their Congressional delegations and are actively working to keep direct aid to states in
the negotiations. 
 
Social Media   
We are using NGA’s social media accounts (Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram) to expand the
audience for your own social media posts and amplify remarks and information coming from
governors’ offices and official state health experts.   
   
We are following governors closely on social media and are sharing posts in real time. Please
follow NGA’s Official Twitter account to stay up to date on recent state actions and announcements
on social media. If you wish to share any information via NGA’s social media accounts, please email
Bradley Peck at bpeck@nga.org.   
 
Partner Organization Assistance  
Modular Building Institute can reach out to their members to rapidly deploy an inventory of up to
3,000 units nationwide that can be deployed as temporary testing and doctors’ offices,
housing and hospitals. These buildings are built to code and are removeable once the crisis is over.  
Please contact: Jon Hannah, government affairs director, 540-746-4698, jon@modular.org  
  
Useful Resource  
The Coronavirus Hub connects companies that have relevant supplies, capacities and resources to
share, with those companies, researchers and healthcare providers that need them. The hub enables
users to post requests for urgently needed items, as well as to update the availability of supplies and
capacity. Beyond physical supplies, the hub will enable users to request or share other resources,
such as capacities, technologies and assets that may be useful in COVID-19 response and/or
development programs. A messaging feature permits users to reach out to one another, privately
within the hub. A notification is sent when a reply is posted. The hub has an easy self-serve login
providing instant utilization.  
Please contact: Patrick J. Plues, vice president, state government affairs, The Biotechnology
Innovation Organization (BIO), 267-884-1293, pplues@bio.org.  
 
As a reminder, please help communicate the importance of sending donations to our nation’s places
of worship. Many denominations are dependent on weekly collections to support their important
community programs, which continue even as most services have been cancelled. 
 
In response to your feedback, we are shifting the NGA COVID-19 daily email to provide a concise
overview of state actions and highlights rather than a rundown of state actions. A full and up-to-date
list of state actions will be available on our resource website. This email is meant to provide you with
state and federal resources along with NGA activities to assist you with your state’s COVID-19
response. To best fulfill this purpose, the daily email update will focus on the most important
information. If you have any questions, contact NGA’s Communications Director Eric Wohlschlegel
at EWohlschlegel@nga.org. 
 
NGA has a strong teleworking policy, and while some staff were regularly working remotely, we
began mandatory telework for all staff last week, through at least Friday, April 3. We will provide any



updates and changes to our status as appropriate.   
   
As always, please feel free to reach out to me with questions. Additionally, if you would like technical
assistance or more information from NGA, contact Maribel Ramos (NGA Government
Relations), Lauren Stienstra (Homeland Security and Public Safety Division) or Melinda
Becker (Health Division).   
   
Respectfully,   
Bill   
  
Bill McBride  | Executive Director   
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Website Updates with Resource Materials   
   
State/Territorial Actions   
This section outlines the most recent actions taken by governors and state and territorial
leaders. Given the fast-moving nature of these events, if we are missing an action that you have
taken that you would like to share with fellow governors, please send those along to be included
on our website and in the next daily update.   
  
Alabama  

·        March 21 – The Governor announced small businesses are eligible for assistance under the
U.S. Small Business Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) program. 
·        March 20 – The Governor issued an updated statewide public health order prohibiting all
non-work related gatherings of 25 persons or more, or non-work related gatherings of any size
that cannot maintain a consistent six-foot distance between persons. 

o   The updated order also expands the availability of child day care in the state as long
as certain guidelines are followed and includes clarifying language regarding senior
citizen centers and schools. 

·        March 20 – The Governor issued the second supplemental state of emergency proclamation,
instructed appropriate agencies to take the necessary steps and issue the appropriate
documents to expedite the movement of vehicles transporting emergency equipment, services
and supplies.  
·        March 20 – The Governor issued authorization to the adjutant general of the Alabama
National Guard to activate up to 100 guardsmen. 

Alaska 
·        March 21 – The Governor announced businesses can now apply for the U.S. Small Business
Administration’s (SBA) low-interest federal disaster loans for working capital to small businesses
suffering substantial economic injury. 
·        March 20 – The Governor unveiled the COVID-19 Economic Stabilization Plan, a statewide
approach to provide urgent relief and protect the state’s economy. 



American Samoa 
·        March 22 – The Governor announced the State of Emergency Orders suspending the
following activities: 

o   international travel in specific cases;  
o   public gatherings of more than five people at any public space;  
o   the operation of public transport such as buses and vans that carry more than
five people; 
o   public access to flea markets or any market to which the public has access within
set hours; 
o   sales by street vendors adjacent to roads, streets, culverts and footpaths; and 
o   instruction and activities at all schools until further notice. 

·        March 21 – The National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC) has been activated per the
National Disaster Management Plan (NDMP) under the National Disaster and Emergency Act
2007. 

Arizona   
·        March 20 – The Governor announced a two-week extension of school closures through April
10. 
·        March 20 – The Governor issued an executive order aimed at providing certainty and
economic relief to taxpayers. The order includes the following provisions: 

o   Waives the one-week waiting period after an employee loses a job before he or she
can apply for unemployment benefits; 
o   Waives work-search requirements for those receiving unemployment benefits; 
o   Makes eligible for unemployment insurance people who work at a business that has
been temporarily closed or has reduced hours because of COVID-19,
who must quarantine because of COVID-19, or who have to care for a family member
with COVID-19; and 
o   Waives any increase in employer payments to the unemployment insurance fund for
businesses whose employees receive benefits under this provision. 

·        March 20 – The Governor issued an administrative action extending the deadline for filing
and paying state income taxes from April 15 to July 15. 
·        March 19 – The Governor announced the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) approved
an Economic Injury Disaster Loan declaration for Arizona that will help small businesses. 

Arkansas  
·        March 20 – The Governor authorized the release of $30 million to the Department of
Finance and Administration for the purchase of personal protective equipment (PPE) for
healthcare professionals and first responders. 
·        March 20 – The Governor issued an executive order expanding the provisions under the
Telemedicine Act. The order includes the following provisions:   

o   Suspends provisions that require an in-person encounter or a face-to-face
examination to allow time audio and visual means to establish a
professional relationship; 
o   Allows reimbursement to healthcare providers who take advantage of this provision;
and 
o   Suspends the Rules and Regulations of the Arkansas Board of Examiners in Counseling
to allow licensed counselors to treat their clients by telephone. 



·        March 19 – The Governor suspended the renewal process for child-care vouchers for 30
days and will expedite the process once it resumes. 
·        March 19 – The Governor announced the Department of Human Services (DHS) temporarily
relaxed limits on child-care providers to increase capacity by up to five children. 
·        March 19 – The Governor announced that the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) will suspend the work requirement through the end of April. 
·        March 18 – The Governor announced that the state would allocate $12 million in block
grants and up to $4 million from the quick-action fund to provide bridge loans to help mid-size
companies and nonprofits remain open. 
·        March 17 – The Governor ordered the state’s three casinos to close for two weeks. He also
announced that he was easing requirements for applying for unemployment benefits to help
people who lose their jobs as businesses close or scale back operations. 
·        March 17 – The Governor issued executive order 20-06, creating greater flexibility for state
agencies to waive or suspend statutes and rules in response to the emergency. 
·        March 13 – The Governor issued executive order 20-05, permitting health care professionals
to consult with patients remotely, rather than in person. 
·        March 12 – The Governor amended executive order 20-03 to authorize funds from the
Governor’s Disaster Fund, Emergency Response Fund in the amount of $750,000 to defray
costs borne by the Arkansas Division of Emergency Management. 
·        March 11 – The Governor announced that members of his cabinet must approve state
employees’ out-of-state business travel for the next 60 days.  

California  
·        March 22 – The Governor announced President Trump has approved California’s Presidential
Major Disaster Declaration. 
·        March 21 – The Governor issued an executive order giving the state the ability to increase
the health care capacity in clinics, mobile health care units and adult day health care facilities.
The executive order also allows local governments more flexibility to utilize the skills of retired
employees and reinforces the importance of the delivery of food, medicine and emergency
supplies. 
·        March 21 – The Governor directed more than $42 million in emergency funding to expand
California’s healthcare infrastructure and secure equipment and services. 
·        March 20– The Governor announced the deployment of California National Guard members
to provide short-term food security to isolated and vulnerable residents. 
·        March 20 – The Governor issued an executive order allowing vote-by-mail in three upcoming
special elections and extending deadlines for the presidential primary canvass. 

Colorado  
March 22 – The Governor signed an executive order directing all of Colorado’s non-critical
employers to reduce their in-person workforce by 50 percent. The order directs all
employers to implement telework options to the greatest extent possible. 

·        March 22 – The Governor launched the state’s Innovation Response Team (IRT) to bring
together public- and private-sector resources and innovations. 
·        March 20 – The Governor announced the Department of Regulatory Agencies (DORA) is
working with state-chartered financial institutions to address the threat of residential and
commercial foreclosures and displacement.  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment’s



(CDLE) Unemployment Insurance Division to expedite claim payments during this state of
emergency.  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced an executive order extending the income tax payment
deadline for all Colorado taxpayers by 90 days until July 15, without penalty or interest. The
order includes the following provisions:  

o   Does not impose any caps on the amount of tax that can be deferred.  
o   Grants an extension for taxpayers who are required to make estimated income tax
payments for the 2020 tax year.  
o   Directs the Department of Revenue (DOR) to coordinate with local governments that
choose to extend tax payment deadlines for property, sales and use taxes.  

·        March 20 – The Governor announced the Governor’s Economic Stabilization and Growth
Council.  
·        March 20 – The Governor issued an executive order allowing retailers licensed for the sale of
on-premises alcohol consumption to sell, deliver or provide takeout for sealed alcoholic
beverages if the customer also purchases food. The order includes the following provisions:    

o   Suspends the requirement of a physical examination for a medical marijuana card to
be issued; and  
o   Suspends the prohibition on online sales for retail marijuana stores. 

Connecticut   
·        March 22 – The Governor delivered a recorded voice message to more than 4 million phone
numbers in Connecticut through the state’s CTAlert system in an effort to urge all residents to
“Stay Safe, Stay Home” as part of a larger initiative.  
·        March 21 – The Governor issued an executive order providing broad relief for municipalities
regarding procedures, notice requirements and deadlines for various proceedings and decisions.
In addition, the executive order enacts several necessary changes related to Medicare Part D and
HUSKY B costs, student privacy, visitation in the Department of Children and Families facilities,
pharmacy regulations and corporate meetings. 
·        March 20 – The Governor launched a framework for the donation of Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE). 
·        March 20 – The Governor issued an executive order directing all nonessential businesses and
not-for-profit entities in Connecticut to prohibit all in-person functions if they are able to,
effective March 23 at 8 p.m. 
·        March 20 – The Connecticut Department of Revenue Services announced it
is extending filing and payment deadlines for personal income tax returns to July 15. 
·        March 20 – The Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles announced a series of new
extensions and waivers on several credentials, including vehicle registrations, emissions testing
and other items. 

Delaware  
·        March 22 – The Governor issued the fourth and fifth modifications to his emergency
declaration, ordering Delawareans to stay at home whenever possible and closing all
nonessential businesses in Delaware to help fight the spread of COVID-19. 
·        March 21 – The Governor issued a third modification to his emergency declaration, ordering
Delaware beaches closed. The public is prohibited from accessing the beach except to exercise
or walk dogs where dogs are permitted. 
·        March 20 – The Governor announced a coordinated statewide plan to ensure individuals



have access to safe and efficient testing in Delaware. Tests will be administered at no cost to
patients. 
·        March 20 – The Governor announced the state and Dogfish Head Craft Brewery are
partnering to make more, much-needed hand sanitizer available to the state government. 

Georgia  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced and named members of the Georgia’s Coronavirus
Task Force Committees. The task force is comprised of the following committees:  

o   Economic Impact  
o   Primary Care Providers  
o   Emergency Preparedness  
o   Homeless and Displaced  

·        March 20 – The Governor issued two executive orders. One executive order authorized the
transfer of more than $19 million to the Governor’s Emergency Fund to purchase medical
supplies and equipment. The other executive order was intended to reduce regulations
surrounding COVID-19 response.  
·        March 19 – The Governor, in consultation with the Georgia Department of Public Health and
the Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency, asked healthcare
providers and the public to conserve COVID-19 tests for the most vulnerable populations.  
·        March 19 – The Governor received an official statewide disaster declaration from the U.S.
Small Business Administration.  

Guam  
·        March 22 – The Governor’s Homeland Security Office of Civil Defense announced that the
U.S. Small Business Administration is offering low-interest federal disaster loans to small
businesses in Guam.  
·        March 22 – The Guam Department of Revenue and Taxes announced it would be aligning its
income tax filing date with the federal government and pushing back its filling date to July 15.   
·        March 22 – The Governor announced that the Department of Revenue and Taxes has issued
nine Notices of Violation (NOV) as part of its efforts to enforce compliance with the Governor’s
Executive Order No. 2020-05 (nonessential business remaining in operation).  
·        March 22 – The Governor announced that Guam will be seeking a major disaster
declaration from the federal government.  

Hawaii  
·        March 22 – The Hawaii Department of Public Safety announced the following updates:  

o   Correctional facilities are implementing enhanced screening at entry points. 
o   All correctional facilities are expanding outside visitor suspensions to volunteers.  
o   Increased phone call duration, increased out of cell time, and increased access to
stores and commissary for inmates. 
o   The Hawaii Paroling Authority is suspending all parole hearings for two weeks. 

·        March 21– The Governor issued a second supplemental emergency declaration ordering all
individuals arriving or returning to Hawaii to a mandatory 14-day self-quarantine. The order
states that any individual violating the quarantine may be fined up to $5,000 or imprisoned up to
one year, or both.  
·        March 20 – The Governor and the Department of Labor and Industrial
Relations announced the launch of the Reducing Unemployment Disruption & Driving Economic
Regeneration (RUDDER) program. RUDDER is an economic regeneration initiative that



provides state employment and training funds that serve as the foundational strategy for
aligning federal workforce programs, such as the disaster recovery grants, in a unified effort to
train and transfer labor into Hawaii’s businesses that can help reduce job losses and dampen the
economic slide.  
·        March 20– The Governor announced the following measures to address the economic
impacts of COVID-19:  

o   Hawaii small businesses may now file for low-interest working capital loans from the
U.S. Small Business Administration. 
o   The U.S. SBA approved the Governor’s certification request for access to the Economic
Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) Assistance Program for Hawaii small businesses. 
o   Benefits will be paid to individuals who file their initial unemployment claims late. 
o   The state will interpret Hawaii’s unemployment laws to the broadest extent possible
to cover those who are out of work because of COVID-19. 
o   Allocating additional staff to support the influx to facilitate claims filing, processing
and benefits. 
o   Making the adjustments necessary to loosen eligibility requirements for claimants and
reduce or eliminate experience rate adjustments for employers because of employees
who receive unemployment benefits on account of COVID-19. 

Idaho  
·        March 16 – The Idaho Department of Health and Welfare will provide child care providers
payment for eligible children if they remain open through COVID-19. 

Illinois  
·        March 22 – The Governor called for healthy individuals to assist with the state’s efforts
during the crisis by going to serve.illinois.gov to be matched with service organizations to
support the response effort.  
·        March 21 – The Governor announced that healthcare license reinstatement would be
processed on an expedited basis and that medical professionals whose licenses are expiring will
have their licenses extended through the end of September.  
·        March 20 – The Governor issued an executive order requiring all individuals currently
living in Illinois to stay at home.  

Indiana   
·        March 23 – The Governor announced four executive orders related to COVID-19 response,
including a statewide stay at home order.  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced that Indiana will move its primary election from May 5
to June 2. 

Iowa 
·        March 22 – The Governor signed a new proclamation continuing the State Public Health
Emergency Declaration. Components include:  

o    The closure of salons, medical spas, barbershops, tattoo establishments, tanning
facilities, massage therapy establishments, and swimming pools until March 31.  
o   Suspends all foreclosures on residential, commercial, and agricultural real property. 
o   Professional licensing relief. 

·        March 21 – The Governor announced the U.S. Small Business Administration will issue an
Economic Injury Disaster Loan declaration for Iowa.  
·        March 20 – The Governor signed an additional state public health emergency declaration. Its



provisions include:  
o   Temporarily suspending penalties and interest related to collection of property taxes
until the end of this proclamation.  
o   Temporarily suspending some evictions under the Iowa Uniform Residential Landlord
and Tenant Act or the Manufactured Home Communities or Mobile Home Parks
Residential Landlord and Tenant Act in certain circumstances. 
o   Extending the expiration deadline for a permit to carry and a permit to acquire a
firearm, and additional measures. 
o   Permitting the sale of carry-out, delivery and drive-thru alcohol for unopened bottles
of alcohol for bars and restaurants and suspending some fees. 
o   Permitting public meetings or hearings by electronic means to improve the functions
of government while maintaining social distancing practices. 
o   Suspending certain regulations to ease the transportation of agricultural supplies and
commodities, food, medical supplies, cleaning products and other household goods on
all highways in Iowa. 
o   The proclamation also allows related state agencies to implement the state’s public
health emergency plan. 

Kansas   
·        March 22 – The Governor signed an executive order temporarily expanding telemedicine
and addressing certain licensing requirements.  
·        March 22 – The Governor signed an executive order for conditional and temporary relief
from certain motor carrier rules and regulations.  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced that under the state’s disaster declaration, Kansas has
applied for, and expects to receive, disaster assistance loans from the U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA) to supplement small businesses.  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced the allocation of $5 million of state funds to establish
the Hospitality Industry Relief Emergency (HIRE) Fund to provide short-term, zero-interest loans
for Kansas’ hospitality sector. 

Kentucky   
·        March 22 – The Governor ordered all nonessential retailers to close within 24 hours and
mandated all elective medical procedures to end. 
·        March 20 – The Governor announced Kentucky unemployment
insurance is implementing new procedures to manage the influx of claims including new
phone lines and video conference services.  
·        March 20 – The Governor requested school superintendents keep schools closed for in-
person classes until at least April 20, and delayed the state’s income tax filing deadline until July
15. 

Louisiana   
·        March 22 – The Governor issued a statewide stay-at-home order.  
·        March 20 – The Governor signed and updated the Public Health Emergency.   
·        March 19 – The Governor signed and updated his Public Health Emergency declaration,
which waives some educational requirements in the law and suspends some laboratory
requirements to speed the process of coronavirus testing. 

Maine  
·        March 21 – The Governor sent a letter to the President requesting that the Administration



consider direct financial assistance, subsidies and operating loans or loan deferment, among
other possible measures, to help the seafood industry.  
·        March 20 – The Governor ordered open all inland waters for fishing and waived the
requirement that anglers need a recreational fishing license to fish the inland waters of Maine.
The order is effective immediately and runs until April 30.  

Maryland  
·        March 20 – The Governor requested that all returning spring break travelers quarantine for
the next 14 days and avoid people over the age of 60. 
·        March 18 – The Maryland Office of Child Care released guidance so child care providers can
begin to evaluate their programs and make decisions on how best to support children of
emergency personnel.  

Michigan  
·        March 23 – The Governor signed Executive Order 2020-21, directing all Michigan businesses
and operations to temporarily suspend in-person operations that are not necessary to sustain or
protect life. 
·        March 21 – The Governor signed Executive Order 2020-20, which makes clear that all
facilities that provide nonessential personal care services must temporarily close. 
·        March 20 – The Governor signed Executive Order 2020-17, which imposes temporary
restrictions on nonessential medical and dental procedures.  
·        March 20 – The Governor signed Executive Order 2020-18, which includes minor
clarifications of her executive order that temporarily imposed enhanced restrictions on the
excessive pricing of goods, materials, emergency supplies and consumer food items. 
·        March 20 – The Governor signed Executive Order 2020-19, which allows tenants and mobile
homeowners to remain in their homes during the pandemic even if they are unable to stay
current on their rent. The order also relieves courts from certain statutory restrictions to enable
them to postpone eviction-related proceedings until after the public health emergency has
passed. 
·        March 20 – The Governor signed Executive Order 2020-16, which expands child care access
during the public health emergency. 

Minnesota  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced that the state will partner with the YMCA to care for
the school-age children of emergency workers.  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced a 30-day special enrollment period for qualified
individuals who are currently without insurance during this public health emergency.  
·        March 20 – The Governor signed three executive orders that ban price gouging, ensure
critical services continue for vulnerable residents, and seek federal authority to waive or modify
certain requirements for federal programs, such as the Family Investment Program, Medical
Assistance and MinnesotaCare.  

Mississippi  
·        March 21 – The Governor signed Executive Order 1462 that gives the Mississippi
Department of Employment Security the ability to expedite payments to unemployed
Mississippians and relax collection requirements on employers. 
·        March 20 – The Governor activated the National Guard.  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced that the Small Business Administration approved the
state’s request for an Economic Disaster Declaration.   



·        March 16 – The Governor issued Executive Orders 1457, 1458 and 1459, which include
provisions related to school closures, administrative leave and the Mississippi National Guard. 

Missouri  
·        March 21 – The Governor directed the Director of the Department of Health and Senior
Services to issue an order on all residents to practice social distancing.  
·        March 21 – The Governor granted flexibility for the Missouri Department of Social Services
to provide reassurance and clarity regarding services for the state’s most vulnerable
populations. 

Montana  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced measures to close dine-in food services, alcoholic
beverage businesses, health clubs and other facilities across the state.  
·        March 20 – The Governor extended the payment and filing deadlines for 2019 individual
income taxpayers to July 15 in accordance with the new federal filing deadline.  

Nebraska  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced that he is requesting $58.6 million of emergency
funding from the state Legislature for local response efforts, health and human services staffing,
surge staffing for VA hospitals and care facilities, and lab testing.  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced that the U.S. Small Business Administration approved
the state’s request for an Economic Injury Disaster loan.  

New Hampshire  
·        March 21 – The Governor issued an Executive Order requiring all grocers and retail stores to
temporarily transition to the use of single use paper or plastic bags in order to reduce the
transmission of the virus.  
·        March 20 – The Governor sent a letter to Leader Mitch McConnell and Speaker Nancy Pelosi
regarding the Disaster Unemployment Assistance program.  
·        March 20 – The Governor and state delegation sent a letter to President Trump urging him
to take additional steps to speed up the production and distribution of medical supplies needed
to combat this public health emergency.  

New Jersey  
·        March 22 – The Governor announced the opening of a community-based testing site at the
PNC Bank Arts Center in Holmdel.  
·        March 22 – The Governor announced departmental actions from the Department of Human
Services, Department of Banking and Insurance, Department of Treasury, Department of Health,
Department of Children and Family Services, and the New Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs to
ensure residents have access to telehealth and tele-mental health services to the greatest extent
possible.  
·        March 21 – The Governor signed Executive Order No. 107, directing all residents to stay at
home until further notice.  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced the waiving of fees for COVID-19 testing for the
uninsured.  
·        March 20 – The Governor urged the federal government to consider a fiscal stimulus in the
form of a direct cash assistance program. 
·        March 20 – The Governor announced a new private-sector partnership to increase the
availability of testing.   
·        March 20 – The Department of Banking and Insurance issued a bulletin encouraging entities



regulated by the department to work with and assist customers who have been adversely
affected by this public health emergency.  
·        March 20 – The Governor signed Assembly Bill 3848, which prohibits an employer, during
the ongoing public health emergency, from terminating or refusing to reinstate an employee
who has, or is likely to have, an infectious disease which requires the employee to miss time at
work.  
·        March 20 – The Governor signed close to a dozen bills and resolutions, which include but are
not limited to, requiring school districts to provide meals to students eligible for free or reduced
meals, providing extension deadline for the adoption of county or municipal budgets, and urging
the Federal Communications Commission to take temporary measures to secure broadband
access.  
·        March 18 – The Governor announced new amendments and resources for New Jersey’s
Child Care Subsidy Program. 

New Mexico  
·        March 20 – The Governor extended the deadline to July 15 for New Mexicans file and pay
their 2019 personal income taxes. 
·        March 20 – The Governor announced New Mexico’s Medicaid program is requiring managed
care organizations to reimburse doctors, behavioral health providers and other health care
professionals for telephone and video patient visits. Additionally, managed care organizations
are now required to: 

o   Waive all prior authorizations for members to obtain COVID-19 testing and
treatment services; 
o   Expand nurse advice lines to operate 24/7; 
o   Coordinate with home care providers to ensure coordinated care for those patients
requiring telemedicine services; 
o   Allow for replacement of durable medical equipment through telemedicine; and, 
o   Reimburse for prescriptions dispensed in amounts up to a 90-day supply.  

·        March 18 – The New Mexico Early Childhood Education and Care Secretary announced that
the state is providing free 30-day accounts for all parents of New Mexico’s young
children to Parentivity, a web-based system providing customized educational resources for new
parents. 

New York  
·        March 22 – The Governor unveiled a suite of strategies aimed at equipping the state prepare
for a medical surge, including:  

o   Leveraging the Army Corps of Engineers to repurpose four temporary hospital sites in
New York State; 
o   Implementing drug trials and acquiring hydroxychloroquine, Zithromax, and
chloroquine as treatment candidates; 
o   Announcing that all hospitals will be required to develop plans to expand capacity;
and, 
o   Suspending all elective, non-critical surgeries to help expand hospital capacity.  

·        March 21 – The Governor issued Executive Order 202.9 which continues the temporary
suspension and modification of laws relating to the disaster emergency.  
·        March 20 – The Governor, together with the Governors of New Jersey, Connecticut and
Pennsylvania, directed the temporary closure of barber shops, nail and hair salons, and related



personal care services.  
·        March 20 – The Governor issued guidance on essential services under the New York State on
PAUSE executive order, a 10-point policy to assured uniform safety for everyone signed on
Friday, March 20.  

North Carolina  
·        March 21 – The Governor issued an executive order that waives restrictions to increase
access to caregivers to provide flexible child care and elder care, provides ways for the Division
of Motor Vehicles to enact social distancing protections, and waives some registration
requirements to ensure resources can be delivered by truck throughout the state. 
·        March 20 – The Governor sent a letter to the President requesting the approval of key
waivers that will allow the state to adapt federal food and health care programs to better serve
North Carolinians.  
·        March 20 – The Governor shared a list of funding priorities with the North
Carolina congressional delegation to help people afford health care, childcare and education
needs, while preparing the state for a strong economic recovery. 
·        March 20 – The North Carolina Department of Revenue announced an extension of the April
15 tax filing deadline to July 15 for individual, corporate and franchise taxes. 

North Dakota  
·        March 21 – The Governor signed an executive order expanding testing locations across the
state. Specifically, the Governor authorized licensed pharmacists to administer COVID-19 tests
and issue emergency refills for medications for up to a 30-day supply. 
·        March 20 – The Governor signed three executive orders to reduce regulatory burdens and
improve services for North Dakotans. Taken together, these waivers: 

o   Require immediate changes to the unemployment insurance process by
expanding eligibility; 
o   Order state agencies to identify any state laws, rules or regulations that hinder or
delay their ability to render maximum assistance; 
o   Recognize any North Dakota driver’s license or motor vehicle registration that expired
on or after March 1, as valid and current as long as the executive order is in effect;  
o   Expand telehealth services to limit in-person visits and assist residents practicing social
distancing; and 
o   Include medical imaging and radiation therapy professionals to the list of health
professionals who can work in the state if they are appropriately licensed in another
state. 

Ohio  
·        March 22 – The Ohio Department of Health issued a stay-at-home order which directs
citizens of Ohio to stay at home or place of residence, ceases all nonessential business and
operations, prohibits public and private gatherings, and prohibits some travel, among other
things.  
·        March 22 – The Ohio Board of Pharmacy passed a rule relating to prescribing chloroquine
and hydroxychloroquine for COVID-19 treatment.  
·        March 21 – The Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation announced that insurance premium
installment payments due for March through May for the current policy year may be deferred
until June 1.  
·        March 21 – The Ohio Department of Transportation announced the agency will issue waivers



on a rolling basis for haulers carrying heavy or oversized loads of essential goods.  
·        March 21 – The Ohio Department of Health issued a Director’s Order closing all internet
cafes. 
·        March 20 – The Governor ordered all senior living centers to stop providing adult day care
services in congregate care settings.  
·        March 20 – The Ohio Department of Insurance issued an order for insurers to allow
employers to offer employees a grace period  of up to 60 calendar days from original premium
due date for insurance premiums.  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced that adult day services for individuals with
developmental disabilities will be ordered to close, with the exceptions for groups of less than
10.  

Puerto Rico 
·      March 17 – The Governor issued an executive order to address the needs of the population
of homeless people to provide additional medical and social services. 
·      March 16 – The Governor issued an executive order easing procurement regulations to make
viable the acquisition of goods and essential services.   

Rhode Island  
·        March 20 – The Governor activated the Rhode Island National Guard, allowing 1,000
Guardsmen and Guardswomen to train civilian medical personnel, staff call centers, and
distribute food and necessities to the most vulnerable.  
·        March 20 – The Governor extended the 2019 tax filing and payment deadlines to July 15,
consistent with changes in federal law.  

South Carolina  
·        March 21 – The Governor issued Executive Order 2020-12, which directs the Department of
Revenue to waive additional regulations to allow restaurants to include sealed containers of
beer and wine for curbside pickup or “to-go” orders only. Additionally, the order extends the
state’s income tax deadline to July 15, in line with the new federal income tax deadline. 
·        March 20 – The Governor announced the U.S. Small Business Administration approved the
state’s request for the agency to offer South Carolina’s small businesses with disaster assistance.
All 46 counties are included in the disaster declaration. 

Tennessee 
·        March 22 – The Governor issued Executive Order 17 calling on businesses to utilize
alternative business models and prohibiting gatherings of 10 or more people. The order also: 

o   Orders restaurants and bars to offer only drive-thru, take-out or delivery, and permits
closed-container alcohol take-out or delivery; 
o   Temporarily closes gyms and fitness centers; and 
o   Limits visitation to nursing homes, retirement homes and long-term care facilities. 

Texas  
·        March 22 – The Governor signed an Executive Order postponing non-immediate surgeries
and procedures to expand hospital bed capacity.  
·        March 21 – The Governor waived regulations to expand the Texas nursing workforce by: 

o   Allowing temporary permit extensions to practice for graduate nurses and vocational
nurses who haven’t yet taken the licensing exam; 
o   Allowing students in their final year of nursing school to meet clinical objectives by
exceeding the 50 percent limit on stimulated experiences; and 



o   Allowing nurses with inactive licenses or retired nurses to reactivate their licenses.  
·        March 20 – The Governor directed the Texas Department of Criminal Justice to temporarily
suspend inmate fees for healthcare services related to COVID-19. 
·        March 20 – The Texas Supreme Court issued an emergency order suspending residential
eviction proceedings through April 19, 2020.  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced that the U.S. Small Business Administration granted
Texas access to the Economic Injury Disaster Loan Program, which will provide long-term, low-
interest loans to qualifying businesses.  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced the temporary suspension of certain provisions of the
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code to allow for refunds of application fees to businesses that applied
for temporary event permits for events that were later cancelled.   
·        March 20 – The Governor temporarily waived regulations to allow pharmacists to conduct
telephonic consultations and removed regulations to enable pharmacies to operate at full
strength. 
·        March 20 – The Governor issued a proclamation, postponing the runoff primary
election to July 14.  
·        March 19 – The Governor issued a series of Executive Orders to accomplish the following: 

o   Order No. 1: Prohibiting public gatherings of 10 or more people. 
o   Order No. 2: Discouraging dine-in at restaurants and bars, or visitation of gyms and
massage parlors. 
o   Order No. 3: Prohibiting visitation to nursing homes, retirement homes or long-term
care facilities. 
o   Order No. 4: Closing schools.  

·        March 19 – The Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services declared a
state of public health disaster for the state of Texas.  

Utah  
·        March 21 – The Utah Department of Health amended a recent order, removing a potential
criminal penalty association with gathering in groups of 10 or more.  

Vermont 
·        March 21 – The Governor announced additional mitigation measures prohibiting in-person
operations at businesses unable to comply with social-distancing guidelines, including gyms,
fitness centers, salons, spas and tattoo parlors.  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced the availability of U.S. Small Business Administration
Economic Injury Disaster Loans of up to $2 million for Vermont small businesses.   

Virginia  
·        March 21 – The Virginia Department of Health amended testing criteria, giving additional
priority to first responders and medical professionals who have had contact with confirmed
cases.  
·        March 20 – The Governor signed an Executive Order giving hospitals and nursing homes
more flexibility to add beds.  

Washington  
·        March 22 – The Governor named Navy Vice Admiral Raquel C. Bono as the Washington state
director for COVID-19 Health System Response Management. 
·        March 22 – The White House approved the Governor’s request, declaring a major disaster in
Washington state.  



·        March 22 – President Trump announced the activation of the National Guard in Washington
state.  
·        March 22 – The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife announced the closure of all
state campgrounds through April 30.  
·        March 21 – The Washington State Department of Health published guidelines
on allocation of personal protective equipment (PPE).  

o   First-Tier Recipients: long-term care facilities, hospitals with the greatest number of
confirmed cases, EMS and first responders asked to transport confirmed patients, and
healthcare workers supporting long-term care facilities with confirmed cases. 
o   Second-Tier Recipients: health care facilities with fewer confirmed cases, congregate
locations with confirmed cases, other EMS services, and Department of Health-run
isolation and quarantine facilities.  
o   Third-Tier Recipients: quarantine and isolation facilities run by other jurisdictions,
skilled nursing facilities, other health care facilities, and outpatient facilities.  
o   Fourth-Tier Recipients: homeless shelters and other congregate locations, and family
members of confirmed cases.  

West Virginia  
·        March 21 – The Governor urged West Virginians to stay home as much as possible, and
businesses to allow employees to telework if possible.  
·        March 20 – The West Virginia Department of Health and Human Services announced its Vital
Registration Office will close to the public until further notice.  
·        March 20 – The Governor issued an Executive Order mandating statewide closure of all West
Virginia state park lodges and closure of the Hatfield McCoy Trail to the general public.  

Wisconsin  
·        March 22 – The Governor directed the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction to
suspend administrative rules to grant flexibility to school systems. The order will: 

o   Streamline waivers regarding required hours of instruction in public schools; 
o   Allow students in teacher preparation programs to graduate on time; and 
o   Provide flexibility in upcoming due dates.  

·        March 22 – The Governor issued Emergency Order #11, suspending utility-related
administrative rules to allow the Public Service Commission to temporarily order consumer
protection measures.  
·        March 21 – The Governor requested the assistance of FEMA in obtaining PPE for law
enforcement officers and firefighters at risk of direct exposure.  
·        March 20 – The Governor announced approval of Economic Injury Disaster Loans through
the U.S. Small Business Administration to Wisconsin small businesses.  
·        March 20 – The Governor directed the Department of Health Services to issue updates to a
previous order regarding the prohibition of mass gatherings. The changes include: 

o   Permitting bars and restaurants to have carryout sales of alcohol and food; 
o   Allowing media and news organizations to remain open; 
o   Allowing banks, credit unions, and financial institutions to remain open if they
maintain social distancing; 
o   Allowing all participants in the food delivery system to remain open; 
o   Clarifying that cafeterias in healthcare facilities may remain open; 
o   Exempting health professionals from mass-gathering bans; 



o   Permitting facilities used for in-person absentee voting or polling locations to remain
open, except for long-term care facilities and assisted care facilities; and 
o   Closing hair salons, spas, nail salons, barber shops, tattoo parlors, body art
establishments and tanning facilities.  

·        March 20 – The Governor requested the federal government to take steps to ensure access
to personal protective equipment (PPE) from the National Strategic Stockpile (NSS). 
·        March 20 – The Governor urged residents to follow CDC and Wisconsin Department of
Health Services guidance to stay home as much as possible.  

Wyoming  
·        March 22 – The Governor announced the eligibility of Wyoming small businesses to apply to
the U.S. Small Business Administration for Economic Injury Disaster Loans.  
·        March 20 – The Governor and the Wyoming State Health Office announced a supplemental
health order prohibiting gatherings of more than 10 people.   

  
For a full list of state and territorial actions, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.  
  
Steps Taken By the Federal Administration and Congress   
   
Recent Steps the Federal Government and Congress Have Taken to Address Coronavirus   
For a full list of federal government actions, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.  
 

·      March 23 – The U.S. Department of Education has released an interpretation of federal law
stating that federal law, including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), does not
prevent schools from offering distance learning opportunities to all students, including students
with disabilities. The interpretation was issued by the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) and the Office
of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) and explains that as a school district
takes necessary steps to address the health, safety and well-being of all its students and staff,
educators can use distance-learning opportunities to serve all students. 
·      March 22 – President Trump authorized the use of National Guard under Title 32, 502(f) for
California, New York and Washington. 
·      March 22 – President Trump approved Major Disaster Declarations
for Washington and California. 
·      March 20 – President Trump approved Major Disaster Declaration for New York. 
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City and County of Denver COVID-19 Response
Update 

Mayor Issues Stay at Home Order

Denver, CO – Mayor Michael B. Hancock today announced a new Public
Health Order with an explicit stay at home directive for the City and County of
Denver that will go into effect at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, March 24. The order
continues through April 10 and may be extended as needed. The Mayor is
urging all community residents and businesses to escalate their observance of
previous stay at home guidelines amid the worsening COVID-19 epidemic.

 

The order requires that all people in the City and County of Denver stay home
and businesses implement work from home policies and delivery of goods to
the greatest extent possible. The order also calls for Denver Metro regional
municipalities to follow the broad consensus among public health professionals
that every effort should be made, by all persons, to conduct only those
essential activities necessary to promote health and well-being, such as getting
groceries, obtaining medical supplies or medication, and/or engaging in
outdoor activities like walking, hiking or running, and continuing the strict
observance of physical distancing practices.

 

“This stay at home order responds to the public health advice we have received
as well as ongoing conversations with the Governor and metro mayors,” said
Mayor Michael B. Hancock. “People and businesses need to continue to take
physical distancing seriously to make an impact on the spread of this virus.
Frankly, voluntary distancing is simply not enough.”

 

See the attached public health order for additional information, including a full
list of exceptions. Visit denvergov.org for ongoing updates about Denver’s
COVID-19 response.

 

In other news from the city’s ongoing public health response to the
COVID-19 epidemic:

 

A Business Task Force comprised of the city’s key economic and
financial professionals is gathering rapidly evolving data on the impacts of



the epidemic on businesses and employers, along with fast-tracking the
development of cash assistance and other tools;

 

Exceeding the Governor’s request that Colorado businesses maintain no
more than 50% of their workforce onsite to ensure essential operations,
the City & County of Denver reports that nearly 80% of its employees are
working remotely; and,

 

Denver is actively procuring supplies of personal protective equipment
(PPE) and is assessing current inventory.

 

# # #
 

 

-- 

Maria De Cambra

Director of Communications and Community Engagement 

C 614.330.8382
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
maria.decambra@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.
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From: Jarrett Freedman <jarrett.freedman@state.co.us>
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UPDATE: State Rep. Michaelson Jenet’s Test Results Misinterpreted, Positive for a Different Coronavirus 

Good afternoon, 

Last Thursday, Representative Michaelson Jenet’s treating physician, a faculty member at the CU Anschutz Medical
Campus, misinterpreted the results of a viral screening panel as being positive for the coronavirus causing COVID-19. Rep.
Michaelson Jenet sought medical attention and testing for COVID-19 because she was experiencing several symptoms of the
virus. The physician later reviewed the full results again and realized that Rep. Michaelson Jenet had actually tested positive
for a different coronavirus, NL63. Individuals infected with this virus are advised to follow the standard advice offered to
anyone with an acute respiratory infection but their immediate contacts do not need to be quarantined. 

Representative Michaelson Jenet has been in self-isolation, and her family has been in self-quarantine since she started
experiencing a fever and other severe symptoms of the virus last Sunday. She continues to recover at home and will continue
self-quarantining until her symptoms have subsided. 

“While I am still feeling very sick from this other coronavirus, I am relieved to know that I haven’t inadvertently exposed
anyone at the Capitol or in my community to COVID-19,” said Rep. Michaelson Jenet, D-Commerce City. “When I first
received the results indicating a positive test for COVID-19, I felt it was important to notify people who may have been
exposed; so I feel it is important to share this update as well, to ease the concerns of people I had been in close contact with.
We know this disease is spreading rapidly, and one rare testing mishap should not change the seriousness with which we all
must confront this public health emergency. Everyone has to follow the advice of public health officials and social distance,
stay at home, wash your hands and follow best practices for stopping the spread of the virus.” 

Situations like this are rare. The test itself is reliable, but human error can lead to misinterpretations of results. Colorado's
health department urges medical professionals to educate themselves about the test and to be meticulous when interpreting
and communicating results to patients. 

Timeline: 
On Tuesday, March 17, Representative Michaelson Jenet was seen and evaluated by the treating physician. Her symptoms
fit closely to the clinical pattern seen in COVID-19, and she was tested for the virus. She returned home and was advised to
self-isolate and alert people she had been in contact with. 
  
On Thursday March 19, the treating physician received a report from the laboratory indicating that the sample was negative
for a number of respiratory viruses but positive for coronavirus.  The treating physician contacted Representative Michaelson
Jenet and informed her she had tested positive for COVID-19 and advised her of the notification measures for individuals with
COVID-19. 
  
On Sunday March 22, the treating physician received a second notification from the lab indicating that the sample was
negative for SARS-CoV-2, the novel coronavirus that causes COVID-19. Upon reviewing the earlier report, the physician
realized that he had been mistaken in his original interpretation of the result. The first test demonstrated the presence of
coronavirus NL63. Upon realizing his error, he contacted Representative Michaelson Jenet to inform her of the final result and
apologized for his error in the original interpretation. 
  
Jarrett 
  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 19, 2020 



Contact: Communications Director | Jarrett Freedman

State Representative Tests Positive for COVID-19 

DENVER, CO -- Representative Dafna Michaelson Jenet, D-Commerce City, today released the following statement
announcing she has tested positive for the COVID-19 virus: 

“This morning I received news that I have tested positive for the COVID-19 virus. I was tested at UC Health after experiencing
symptoms. While I have had a confirmed case of bronchitis for much of March, my doctors have told me that it’s likely I
contracted COVID-19 in the last few days. I am staying quarantined at home, and my children and husband are self-isolating.
We will all get through this together, and I look forward to seeing my friends, colleagues and constituents when I’m better and
no longer at risk of spreading the virus to others.” 

The representative is at home as she recovers from the virus, and requests her privacy during this time. Please direct all
questions to House Majority Office Communications Director Jarrett Freedman: 301.351.4737 |
jarrett.freedman.house@gmail.com. 

Information on the outbreak of COVID-19 in Colorado can be found at this website https://covid19.colorado.gov/. 

If you have mild symptoms, suspect you were exposed, and are either unable to get tested or waiting on test results: 

Please stay home and isolate yourself until: 
You have had no fever for at least 72 hours (without the use of medicine) AND

Other symptoms (cough, shortness of breath) have improved AND

At least 7 days have passed since your symptoms first appeared.

Anyone in your household you have had close contact with (within six feet for approximately 10 minutes) should self-
quarantine for 14 days, even if you haven’t been tested for COVID-19.

-- 

Maria De Cambra

Director of Communications and Community Engagement 

C 614.330.8382
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
maria.decambra@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.
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State health department sends testing resources to Montrose today

DENVER, March 23, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) is sending testing resources to Montrose today in partnership with Montrose 
County and the Colorado National Guard. The National Guard medical team will staff a 
drive-through testing site. This testing site will serve about 100 high-risk patients who 
have been pre-selected by area health care providers as priority for being tested. The 
site will not accept walk-up or drive-up patients. 

Since March 11, the Colorado National Guard Mobile Testing Unit and CDPHE have 
completed tests on more than 800 people in Denver, Telluride, Pueblo, and Salida. 

CDPHE is also strongly advising the public: If you have symptoms (fever, cough, and 
shortness of breath or even mild, early symptoms that you think may be COVID-19), 
don’t wait for a test to self-isolate. Call your health care provider only if your illness 
becomes more severe, especially if you are experiencing shortness of breath. If you 
have a medical emergency, call 911 and tell the dispatcher your symptoms. People 
who are not at high risk of severe illness may not need to be evaluated in person or 
tested for COVID-19. Not everyone with symptoms will be tested right away. 

If you have mild symptoms, suspect you were exposed, and are either unable to get 
tested or waiting on test results:



Please stay home and isolate yourself until:

You have had no fever for at least 72 hours (without the use of medicine) 
AND

Other symptoms (cough, shortness of breath) have improved AND

At least 7 days have passed since your symptoms first appeared.

Anyone in your household you have had close contact with (within six feet for 
approximately 10 minutes) should self-quarantine for 14 days, even if you 
haven’t been tested for COVID-19.

If you have a medical emergency, call 911. If you have severe respiratory 
symptoms, especially shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, tell the 911 
dispatcher about your symptoms. Do not wait for a COVID-19 test to call 911.

 Continue to stay up to date by visiting covid19.colorado.gov.

 
###

El Departamento de Salud envía recursos de pruebas de COVID-19 a Montrose

DENVER, marzo 23, 2020: El Departamento de Salud y Medio Ambiente de Colorado 
(CDPHE) envía recursos de pruebas de COVID-19 a Montrose el día de hoy en conjunto 
con el Condado Montrose y la Guardia Nacional.   El equipo médico de la Guardia 
Nacional estará a cargo del servicio de pruebas de autoservicio. El sitio de pruebas 
dará servicio a 100 personas que han sido preseleccionadas por proveedores de salud 
médica como prioridad para ser examinados.  El lugar no atenderá a personas fuera de 
esta lista de preseleccionados.

Desde marzo 11, la unidad de pruebas móviles de la Guardia Nacional y el CDPHE han 
hecho pruebas de COVID-19 a 673 personas en Denver, Telluride, Pueblo y Salida. 

 CDPHE recomienda fuertemente al público:  Si tiene síntomas (fiebre, tos y 
dificultad para respirar o síntomas leves que podrían ser del COVID-19) no espere a 
una prueba para aislarse.  Llame a su proveedor de salud solamente si su enfermedad 
es más severa, especialmente si tiene dificultad para respirar.  Si tiene una 
emergencia médica, llame al 911 y dígale al operador sus síntomas. Las personas que 
no están en alto riesgo de una enfermedad grave, podrían no necesitar ser evaluados 
en persona o hacerse la prueba del COVID-19.  No a todos lo que tienen los síntomas, 
se les harán las pruebas de inmediato. 



Si tiene síntomas leves, sospecha que ha sido expuesto, no ha podido hacerse la prueba 
o no puede esperar por los resultados:

Quédese en casa y aíslese hasta que:

No ha tenido fiebre por los menos en 72 horas (sin el uso de medicamento) 
Y

Otros síntomas (tos, dificultad ) han mejorado Y

Por lo menos 7 días han pasado desde que sus síntomas iniciaron.

Cualquiera en su casa que haya tenido contacto con usted (6 pies 
aproximadamente por 10 minutos), debe  ponerse en auto-cuarentena por 14 
días, aun cuando no haya tenido la prueba del COVID-19.  

Si tiene una emergencia, llame al 911. Si tiene síntomas respiratorios severos, 
especialmente dificultad para respirar, dígale al operador del 911 sobre sus 
síntomas.  No espere a hacerse la prueba del COVID-19 para llamar al 911.

Actualizaciones en covid19.colorado.gov.

###
 



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
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For Immediate Release
Monday, March 23, 2020
Shelby Wieman|shelby.wieman@state.co.us |303-957-6011

Gov. Polis: Colorado is Leading by Example and Taking Action 
to Address COVID-19

  **This has been updated to include CDPHE's public health order.  

***INFORMACIÓN SEGUIDA EN ESPAÑOL***

CENTENNIAL - Gov. Polis provided an update on the state’s response to COVID-19. 
Yesterday he signed an executive order directing all of Colorado’s non-critical employers 
to reduce their in-person workforce by 50 percent. In accordance with the executive 
order, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment has also issued a 
public health order. 

“As long as I am in a position to lead Colorado’s response, I will continue to take bold 
steps and do everything in my power to protect our medical workers, limit the 
severity and duration of this crisis, and save the lives of Coloradans,” said Governor 
Jared Polis. “In the short term, Coloradans must heed this order and take this gravely 
and seriously. But my team is moving as fast as they can to build a new Colorado 
paradigm to ensure that we can look more like South Korea’s successful containment 
strategy, and less like the public health disaster that is crippling Italy right now. The 
virus is here in our communities and we need to respond. And in a vacuum of federal 
leadership, others need to step up and here in Colorado we are doing and will do just 
that.”
 
The executive order directs all employers to implement tele-work options to the greatest 
extent possible. If tele-work is not practical or possible, employers are encouraged to 
stagger work schedules to reduce the proximity of employees during work hours and to 
keep employees on payroll. This Executive Order does not apply to any employer that can 
certify that employees are no closer than six feet from one another during any part of 
their work hours.

The state as an employer will be meeting this requirement and less than half of non-24 
hour facility jobs will be working from the office. This will start tomorrow, Monday, 
March 23, 2020.



The order takes effect on Tuesday, March 24, 2020 at and is set to last through 11:59 
p.m. on Friday, April 10, 2020.

The critical workplaces that are exempt include:

Health care operations.

Critical Infrastructure, including utilities, fuel supply and transmission, public 
water, telecommunications, transportation, hotels, organizations that provide for 
disadvantaged people, and food supply chain.

Critical Manufacturing, including food, beverages, chemicals, medical equipment, 
pharmaceuticals, sanitary products, agriculture.

Critical Retail, including grocery stores, liquor stores, farms, gas stations, 
restaurants and bars for takeout, marijuana dispensaries but only for medical or 
curbside delivery, hardware stores.

Critical Services, including trash and recycling, mail, shipping, laundromats, child 
care, building cleaning and maintenance, auto supply and repair, 
warehouses/distribution, funeral homes, crematoriums, cemeteries, animal 
shelters and rescues. 

News Media.

Financial Institutions.

Providers of Basic Necessities to Economically Disadvantaged Populations.

Construction.

Defense.

Public Safety Services like law enforcement, fire prevention and response, EMTs, 
security, disinfection, cleaning, building code enforcement, snow removal, auto 
repair.

Vendors that Provide Critical Services or Products including logistics, child care, 
tech support, or contractors with critical government services.

“Critical Government Functions.” 



On March 5, CDPHE’s public health laboratory confirmed the first presumptive positive 
COVID-19 test result in Colorado. Since then, the number of confirmed cases has 
continued to climb. Colorado needs to take these precautions for the preservation of 
public health and safety throughout our entire State and to ensure our healthcare 
delivery system can serve those who are sick.  

Gov. Polis also launched the state’s Innovation Response Team (IRT) to bring together 
public and private sector resources and innovations to the state’s emergency response to 
the COVID-19 virus. The Innovation Response team’s initial focus is ramping up a mass 
testing program for the COVID-19 virus, creating a suite of services for citizens under 
isolation or quarantine, developing mobile and other technologies to help track the 
spread of the virus and support infected citizens, and developing locally-sourced 
alternatives for constrained critical medical supplies.  

Matt Blumberg, a technology entrepreneur who founded and led Broomfield-based email 
technology company Return Path for the past 20 years, will serve as Interim Director. The 
Governor has also appointed Boulder-based Venture Capitalist Brad Feld as the Chairman 
of the IRT’s Private Sector Task Force. The IRT will be within the State’s Emergency 
Operations Center command structure and reports to Stan Hilkey, Executive Director of 
the Colorado Department of Public Safety.

The Governor also thanked everyone who is stepping up in the, #DoingMyPartCO social 
media challenge, who has donated and signed up to volunteer at HelpColoradoNow.org 
and who has donated blood. 

To read the executive order, click here. To read the public health order, click here.  To 
see frequently asked questions, click here. 
 
To view the news conference, please visit the Governor’s Facebook page. 

Gob. Polis: Colorado Dando el Ejemplo y Tomando Acciones 
para Mitigar los Efectos de COVID-19

CENTENNIAL - Gobernador Polis presentó una actualización a la respuesta del Estado de 
Colorado a COVID-19. Hoy, el firmó una Orden Ejecutiva ordenando que todos los 
empleadores ‘no críticos’ reduzcan su mano de obra presencial por un 50 por ciento. De 
acuerdo con la orden ejecutiva, el Departamento Estatal de Salud Pública y Medio 
Ambiente (CDPHE en inglés) también ha publicado una orden de salud pública. 

“Mientras estoy en una posición para dirigir la respuesta del Estado a COVID-19, 
tomaría pasos audaces y haría todo bajo mi poder para proteger nuestros 
trabajadores de salud, disminuir la severidad y duración de esta crisis, y proteger las 
vidas de Coloradenses,” dijo Gobernador Jared Polis. “A corto plazo, Coloradenses 
necesitan hacer caso a esta orden y tomarla muy gravemente y en serio. Mi equipo se 
está moviendo lo más rápido posible para construir un nuevo paradigma para asegurar 
que podemos realizar un resultado que pertenece más a la estrategia exitosa de 
Corea del Sur, y menos al desastre de salud pública que actualmente está falleciendo 



a Italia. El virus está aquí en nuestras comunidades y necesitamos enfrentarlo. Y en 
un vacío de liderazgo federal, otros necesiten dar un ejemplo, y aquí en Colorado 
estamos y seguiremos haciendo justo eso.”

La Orden Ejecutiva dirige a que todos los empleadores en el estado implementen 
opciones de trabajo virtual a la mayor medida posible. Si trabajo virtual no es práctico o 
posible, el Estado anima que empleadores alternan horarios de trabajo para reducir la 
proximidad de trabajadores durante horas de trabajo, y que mantienen trabajadores en 
su nómina de sueldos. Esta Orden Ejecutiva no aplica a empleadores que pueden 
certificar que trabajadores mantendrán más que seis pies de distancia de cualquier 
persona durante la totalidad de su día laboral.

El Estado como empleador cumplirá este requisito y más de un mitad de puestos estatales 
que no son de 24 horas serán hechos virtualmente. Este paso empezará mañana, lunes, 
23 de marzo, 2020.

La Orden se realiza el martes, 24 de marzo, y durará hasta las 11:59 p.m. del viernes, 10 
de abril, 2020.

Funciones críticas que serían exceptuadas incluyan: 

Operaciones de salud y medicina.

Infraestructura Crítica, incluyendo servicios públicos, suministro y transmisión de 
combustible, agua pública, telecomunicaciones, transporte, hoteles, organizaciones 
que proveen para gente marginada, y la cadena de suministro para alimentación.

Fabricación Crítica, incluyendo alimentos, bebidas, químicas, equipo médico, 
farmacéuticos, productos sanitarios, y agricultura. 

Tiendas Críticas, incluyendo tiendas de comestibles, tiendas de licores, fincas, 
gasolineras, restaurantes y bares para llevar, dispensarios de marihuana (pero solo 
para uso medicinal o entrega en la acera), y ferreterías.

Servicios Críticos, incluyendo basura y reciclaje, el postal, logística, lavanderías, 
limpieza y mantenimiento de hogares y oficinas comerciales, suministro y 
reparación de automóviles, funerarios, crematorios, cementerios, y refugios de 
animales.

Prensa y Noticias.

Instituciones Financieras.

Proveedores de Necesidades Básicas para Demográficos Marginados 
Económicamente. 



Construcción.

Defensa.

Servicios de Seguridad Pública como policía y cumplimiento de la ley, bomberos, 
ambulancias, seguridad y guardias, desinfección, limpieza, aplicación de códigos de 
construcción, eliminación de nieve, y reparación de automóviles.

Vendedores que proveen Servicios o Productos Críticos incluyendo logística, 
cuidadores infantiles, apoyo tecnológico, o contratistas para servicios públicos 
críticos.

“Funciones Críticas del Gobierno.”

El 5 de marzo, el laboratorio de salud pública de CDPHE confirmó el primer caso 
presumido positivo de COVID-19 en Colorado. Desde entonces, el número de casos 
confirmados ha seguido aumentando. Colorado necesita tomar estas precauciones para la 
preservación de la salud y seguridad pública de nuestro estado entero, y para asegurar 
que nuestro sistema de salud puede atender a los enfermos.

Además, Gob. Polis lanzó el Equipo de Innovación para la Respuesta (IRT en inglés) para 
alinear recursos e innovaciones públicos y privados para la respuesta de emergencia del 
Estado al virus COVID-19. El enfoque inicial del IRT se preocupara en aumentar un 
programa de examinaciones para COVID-19, creando una variedad de servicios para 
ciudadanos bajo aislamiento o quarantina; tecnologías móviles, y otras, para respaldar al 
rastreamiento de la propagación del virus y apoyar ciudadanos infectados; y alternativos 
locales para suministros médicos apretados.

Matt Blumberg, un empresario de tecnología que fundó y lideró la empresa tecnológica 
de Broomfield Return Path los últimos 20 años, servirá como Director Provisional. Gob. 
Polis nombrará un director permanente al IRT durante las siguientes dos semanas. El 
Gobernador también ha nombrado al empresario Brad Feld, de Boulder, como Director de 
la Fuerza Especial para el Sector Privado del IRT. El IRT será ubicado dentro del Centro 
Estatal para Operaciones de Emergencia, y queda bajo de Stan Hilkey, Director Ejecutivo 
del Departamento Estatal de Seguridad Pública.

El Gobernador también agradeció a todos que participaron en la campaña de media social 
#DoingMyPartCO, a los que han donado y registraron para ofrecerse de voluntario en el 
sitio HelpColoradoNow.org, y a los que han donado sangre.

Para leer la Orden Ejecutiva, ve aquí. El Departamento Estatal de Salud Pública y Medio 
Ambiente (CDPHE) publicará la orden de salud pública. Para ver preguntas típicas, ve 
aquí.

Para ver la conferencia de prensa, por favor visita la página de Facebook del 



Gobernador. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Matt Blumberg on behalf of Matt Blumberg <matt@myblumberg.com>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: FW: The Big, Big Plan
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2020 10:27:02 PM

 
 

Feed: All TPM News
Posted on: Friday, March 20, 2020 7:24 PM
Author: Josh Marshall
Subject: The Big, Big Plan
 
In recent days, the government of the United Kingdom has been pursuing a COVID-19 plan
that struck most of the world’s public health experts as little short of insanity. Instead of
‘bend the curve’ they were pursuing a plan that might best be described as ‘bring it on.’ (The
description comes from TPM Reader JG, an American academic teaching this year in the UK.)
The idea was to rush through the epidemic quickly, build up herd immunity among the young
and middle aged and be well-positioned to avoid a second wave of the epidemic in the fall.
Over the last 48 hours the government has shifted radically against this plan toward the
shutdown model being adopted around Europe and North America. But it’s the economic
plan just announced by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi Sunak, (more or less their
Treasury Secretary) that I want to alert you to. It’s truly radical, especially for a Tory
government, and may be a model for other country’s preparing to leap over or into the
abyss.

In short, the British government has agreed to pay the salaries of everyone who can’t
currently work.

Before leaping into the details let me flag a few caveats. I’m relaying my best understanding
of the plan, which you can read here. Also note that this is a plan announced by declarative
statements. We don’t have fine print. We don’t know if there is fine print. So keep all that in
mind.

There are several components of the plan. I focus on the job retention part. The government
is offering to all employers in the country that it will pay most of the salaries of those who
can’t currently work because of the COVID-19 crisis. Specifically the government will issue
grants to cover 80% of these employees salaries up to 2,500 pounds per month. In US dollars
that’s an annualized salary of just under $35,000.

The government is committing to the plan for at least three months, with extensions as
necessary. Critically, they aren’t defining a budget. They say the budget will be unlimited.
They are backdating the plan to March 1st.

The plan seems to be, if British employers agree to furlough rather than layoff employees
they will cover salaries at this level as long as necessary.



Let me quote the key passage in the announcement.

Any employer in the country – small or large, charitable or non-profit – will be
eligible for the scheme.

Employers will be able to contact HMRC for a grant to cover most of the wages
of people who are not working but are furloughed and kept on payroll, rather
than being laid off.

Government grants will cover 80% of the salary of retained workers up to a total
of £2,500 a month – that’s above the median income.

And, of course, employers can top up salaries further if they choose to.

That means workers in any part of the UK can retain their job, even if their
employer cannot afford to pay them, and be paid at least 80% of their salary.

The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme will cover the cost of wages backdated to
March 1st and will be open initially for at least three months – and I will extend
the scheme for longer if necessary.

I am placing no limit on the amount of funding available for the scheme. We will
pay grants to support as many jobs as necessary.

As I said, this is only one part of the British government’s plan. They are doing various
increases in social safety net spending, offering loans to business, mortgage holidays, a
separate plan for the self-employed. But it’s this part of the plan that is likely the most
important both for the British economy and as a model for other countries.

I’ll state again that perhaps there will be details or fine print that make the plan seem stingier
or more circumscribed. But on it’s face it is a pretty big deal.

View article...
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A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/22/20

Governor

Daily Camera: Editorial: Leaders, do your part
These are hard realities to digest. Even harder to act on. But while Coloradans 
need their leaders to make sober, difficult choices, it’s within their power to 
battle COVID-19 through their own behavior. Last week Polis launched a campaign, 
#DoingMyPartCO, which encourages residents to help stop the spread of the 
disease. The governor said, “It’s not going to be easy, but the more seriously we 
take this public health emergency, the better we can weather the storm and get 
through this crisis with as little damage as possible.”
https://www.dailycamera.com/2020/03/21/coronavirus-leaders-do-your-part/

Denver Post: Polis orders Colorado’s “non-critical” businesses to cut in-person 
workforce by 50% as state sees 7th coronavirus death
Polis stressed the need to slow the spread of the virus in Colorado to buy time for 
hospitals and medical providers to get ready for the surge in patients. The state, 
he said, is estimated to need 7,000 more ventilators for the expected COVID-19 
caseload.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/22/colorado-new-coronavirus-cases-
march-22/

AP: Colorado orders businesses to reduce employees in offices
https://apnews.com/67482e2d9bd42b55668d90acacfb5b70

Denver Post: As recession grips economies around the globe, Colorado appears 
more vulnerable than other states
“This is a global economic challenge the likes of which I have not seen in my 
lifetime,” former Denver mayor Federico Peña, head of a new economic council 
that Gov. Jared Polis has formed, said Friday afternoon at a news conference.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/22/coronavirus-colorado-economy-
recession/

Denver Post: Learning in the age of coronavirus: Colorado kitchen tables 
become school desks
On Tuesday, before Polis ordered all statewide schools to shutter, Superintendent 
Rick Lovato of La Junta’s East Otero School District said the district hadn’t 



committed to remote learning. What seemed like eons later — but was actually 
only Thursday — the rapidly evolving guidance and state of the world compelled 
Lovato and district leadership to change their plans. Remote learning begins April 
6 in La Junta.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/22/colorado-schools-remote-learning-
coronavirus/

CBS4: Gov. Jared Polis Enacts Order To Reduce Non-Critical Employees
https://denver.cbslocal.com/video/4489229-gov-jared-polis-enacts-order-to-
reduce-non-critical-employees/

CBS4: Coronavirus In Colorado: Gov. Jared Polis Orders Reduction In Non-Critical 
Workplace Employees
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/22/coronavirus-colorado-order-polis/

Denver7: "Furious" at federal lag in COVID-19 response, Colorado governor 
announces new restrictions & task force
And the news conference was delayed two hours after the White House coronavirus 
task force’s news conference was pushed back more than an hour and a half and 
after the president spoke about what he feels has been a quick federal response.
“In many ways, I couldn’t have imagined that our nation’s response could have 
been so slow,” Polis said. “Like many governors of both parties across the country, 
I’m furious that as the leader of the free world, we’re being forced to close down 
businesses and restaurants and bars because the United States – unlike [South] 
Korea and Taiwan – didn’t have enough tests, enough personal protective 
equipment, or ventilators, to properly manage care for those who would get this 
virus.”
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/coronavirus/furious-at-federal-lag-in-
covid-19-response-colorado-governor-announces-new-restrictions-task-force

9NEWS: Gov. Polis orders non-critical businesses to reduce in-person workforce 
by 50%; calls 'Grim Reaper' a far better enforcer
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/polis-non-critical-
businesses-must-reduce-in-person-workforce/73-9368bd16-a755-4ee9-946c-
640d2c9ac584

Denver Post: From the coronavirus front lines, a Colorado doctor sees a tipping 
point that “could go either way”
“We need to preserve beds. We have to be prepared for the Italian scenario and 
not be overwhelmed,” Guntupalli said. “To me, the most important question is 
what percentage of patients need critical care, and do we have enough critical 
access beds. Or ventilators?”



https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/22/coronavirus-uchealth-doctor-
colorado/ 

Fox31: Gov. Polis orders non-critical workplaces in Colorado to reduce in-person 
workforce by 50%
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/gov-polis-orders-non-critical-workplaces-in-
colorado-to-reduce-in-person-workforce-by-50/

CPR: Polis Says State Won’t Enforce Social Distancing But “Grim Reaper” Will, As 
State Orders More Working >From Home
The governors of California, Illinois, New Jersey and Oregon have issued more 
restrictive "stay at home" or "shelter in place" orders and New York, Ohio and 
Connecticut will join that list this week, their governors have announced. Polis has 
said he is concerned about restrictions on Colorado's economy.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/22/colorado-coronavirus-update-polis-work-from-
home-order/ 

Tweet: @KyleClark Colorado Governor  @jaredpolis asking Coloradans to jog 
twice a week instead of four times a week is The Most Colorado Thing I've Seen 
Today. #9NEWS
https://twitter.com/KyleClark/status/1241871800864247815

Tweet: @KyleClark  The President is now talking about how unfair it is that he 
doesn't get positive press coverage for donating his salary. If Polis is going to 
make a significant public health announcement, he should just walk to the 
podium now. Every Colorado station would break away to cover it.
https://twitter.com/KyleClark/status/1241862859124101120

Chieftain: Polis urges Colorado employers to offer remote work
“My team is moving as fast as they can to build a new Colorado paradigm to ensure 
that we can look more like South Korea’s successful containment strategy, and less 
like the public health disaster that is crippling Italy right now,” the governor told 
reporters.
https://www.chieftain.com/news/20200322/polis-urges-colorado-employers-to-
offer-remote-work

Fox21: Governor Polis provides coronavirus update for state of Colorado
https://www.fox21news.com/top-stories/governor-polis-provides-coronavirus-
update-for-state-of-colorado/

Colorado Sun: Governor opts to ask — not mandate — that people stay home; 
requires some employers to limit in-person workforce by 50%



https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/22/jared-polis-employment-order/

Gazette: EDITORIAL: We survive this crisis by putting others first
Gov. Jared Polis sees private philanthropy as a force more helpful than anything 
government can do.
https://gazette.com/premium/editorial-we-survive-this-crisis-by-putting-others-
first/article_f46623e6-6b02-11ea-bed0-d3cbde378b1a.html

Gazette: GUEST COLUMN: Liberty lost might never be regained (Bob Gardner op-
ed)
And if, as a matter of my faith, I choose to put my arm around someone to assure 
them of my support and love in a difficult time? You might say that no one would 
prosecute me for that. But Gov. Jared Polis’ order ends with a bold print 
admonition that failure to comply is subject to a $1,000 fine and a year in jail 
upon conviction. That is chilling to say the least.

This edict also prohibits my political party from effectively conducting its delegate 
assembly in the coming days to hopefully nominate candidates to represent 
citizens at the state and local levels.
https://gazette.com/opinion/guest-column-liberty-lost-might-never-be-
regained/article_73d8e2da-6abd-11ea-88c8-c31564c198fc.html 

Summit Daily: Polis issues executive order to reduce in-person workforce of 
noncritical workplaces by 50%
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/polis-issues-executive-order-to-reduce-in-
person-workforce-of-noncritical-workplaces-by-50/

Greeley Tribune: Weld Health: 31 total cases in county, unclear how many more 
could be infected
https://www.greeleytribune.com/news/weld-health-31-total-cases-in-county-
unclear-how-many-more-could-be-infected/

KRDO: Colorado Gov. Polis gives update on state response to COVID-19
https://krdo.com/health/coronavirus/2020/03/22/colorado-gov-polis-gives-
update-on-state-response-to-covid-19/

Westminster Window: Colorado orders `non-critical' workplaces to cut in-person 
staff in half
Polis announced the state is working toward a “mass testing” effort to detect 
COVID-19, the disease caused by a widespread coronavirus, to get a better hold on 
the crisis.
https://westminsterwindow.com/stories/colorado-orders-non-critical-



workplaces-to-cut-in-person-staff-in-half,296646

Gazette: Greg Lopez is the GOP hopeful who isn't losing hope
If he were governor, Lopez would prioritize transportation and growth, as he did 
when he was mayor and city manager of Parker, when it was the epicenter of 
growth in Douglas County.
https://gazette.com/elections/greg-lopez-is-the-gop-hopeful-who-isn-t-
losing/article_a75972ce-6a03-11ea-ae08-4b80909a377f.html

Colorado Politics: Gov. Jared Polis orders non-essential businesses to reduce on-
site workforce by 50 percent in response to novel coronavirus

https://www.coloradopolitics.com/coronavirus/gov-jared-polis-orders-non-
essential-businesses-to-reduce-on/article_caf7ee4a-6c88-11ea-a542-
7b798d29de60.html

Denverite: Shunning massive corporate operators, criminal justice advocates 
hope to open a public halfway house in Denver
Gov. Jared Polis voiced a similar concern in February, when he spoke to Colorado 
Matters about private prisons, saying a “profit incentive for recidivism” means 
companies are “making money off of people having to reenter the criminal justice 
system.”
https://denverite.com/2020/03/22/shunning-massive-corporate-operators-
criminal-justice-advocates-hope-to-open-a-public-halfway-house-in-denver/

Tweet: @MSNBC Colorado Gov. Polis says he does not support bailing out 
corporations because, "I'm not a socialist like Donald Trump."
https://twitter.com/MSNBC/status/1241711991217061889

Fox31: Local restaurants change the way they do business amid COVID-19 
pandemic

https://kdvr.com/news/local/local-restaurants-change-the-way-they-do-
business-amid-covid-19-pandemic/ 

Denver Post: In Colorado, coronavirus deals a blow to life as we know it
The pandemic has upended all that — and raised basic questions about whether we 
can safely conduct candidate rallies, political conventions and even elections. 
Political figures, including Trump and Polis, will be judged on their responses to 
the crisis.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/22/colorado-coronavirus-impact/



Westword: Polis Order Allows Dispensary Curbside Delivery, Remote MMJ Visits

https://www.westword.com/marijuana/colorado-governor-allows-dispensary-
curbside-orders-mmj-telemedicine-to-limit-covid-19-11670075

Greeley Tribune: Weld Health: 31 total cases in county, unclear how many more 
could be infected
https://www.greeleytribune.com/news/weld-health-31-total-cases-in-county-
unclear-how-many-more-could-be-infected/

Centennial Citizen: Littleton Public Schools scrambling to go online
We don't know about prom or graduation yet,” Ewert said. “With that in mind, out 
of disaster comes innovation.”
Teachers and administrators are scrambling to build an unprecedented online 
learning platform to meet the needs of students from kindergarten to senior year, 
and have it up and running by April 1.
“There will be mistakes made, and we beg for grace and patience from parents,” 
Ewert said. “This is a baptism by fire.”
https://centennialcitizen.net/stories/littleton-public-schools-scrambling-to-go-
online,296607

Gazette:  Half of Colorado's coronavirus deaths in El Paso County; Guard soldier 
quarantined at Fort Carson
Gov. Jared Polis has called up about 70 Colorado National Guard members to 
provide support for the State Emergency Operations Center and Colorado health 
department at drive-up COVID-19 testing centers in various communities 
throughout the state.
https://gazette.com/news/half-of-colorado-s-coronavirus-deaths-in-el-paso-
county/article 493c3376-6bbf-11ea-85b0-3b5b0ff45002.html

GJ Sentinel: What parents need to know about school changes amid COVID-19
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/what-parents-need-to-
know-about-school-changes-amid-covid/article_d7131d98-6ad1-11ea-9d1d-
9f71ca12a8eb.html

Montrose Daily Press: Displaced workers share their experience amid COVID-19 
crisis
https://www.montrosepress.com/free access/displaced-workers-share-their-
experience-amid-covid--crisis/article_eeca3d8e-6b1e-11ea-a783-
3fea8dfe11f4.html

Westword: Get Out and Take Out: Adelitas Shares Its Liquid Assets



https://www.westword.com/restaurants/adelitas-is-now-able-to-sell-denvers-
best-margaritas-to-go-11671018

Highlands Ranch Herald: 'This is my everything ... not knowing what happens 
next is tough'
Two days after the governor announced the mandatory closure of all dine-in 
restaurants and bars in Colorado, Dave Gardner stood behind the bar of his passion 
project and only source of income: Max Taps Co. in Highlands Ranch.
https://highlandsranchherald.net/stories/this-is-my-everything-not-knowing-
what-happens-next-is-tough,296634

Boulder Daily Camera: Boulder County small businesses struggle to survive 
coronavirus
On Thursday, federal loan assistance was secured for Colorado small businesses 
impacted by COVID-19. Individual business loans up to $2 million can be sought 
through the U.S. Small Business Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loan 
program. The funding covers all 64 Colorado counties and is provided through the 
Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act.

https://www.dailycamera.com/2020/03/22/boulder-county-small-businesses-
struggle-to-survive-coronavirus/

Pine River Times: Mental health professionals share insight into coping with 
COVID-19
https://pinerivertimes.com/articles/131560-mental-health-professionals-share-
insight-into-coping-with-covid19

Burlington Record: Prison news
Sonnenberg told this reporter that Polis’ view shows “a total lack of 
understanding” on how rural Colorado and rural economic development works.
Many small towns have just one major employer or industry, he said, pointing to, 
for example, grain elevators in communities like Haxtun and Holyoke. “You take 
that elevator away, the town dries up,” he said.
https://www.burlington-record.com/2020/03/22/prison-news/

GJ Sentinel: Mesa County announces 2nd positive COVID-19 test
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western colorado/mesa-county-announces-
nd-positive-covid--test/article_2f1d1200-6b8b-11ea-b9e5-5f537d1de2ce.html

Gazette: Gov. Polis extends suspension of Colorado ski operations, further limits 
gatherings amid coronavirus spread
https://gazette.com/news/gov-polis-extends-suspension-of-colorado-ski-



operations-further-limits/article_fe65359c-6c71-11ea-8356-
53a970b1c6a1.html 

Chieftain: Give Italian Americans a break (op-ed) 
https://www.chieftain.com/news/20200322/give-italian-americans-break

Westword: Reader: Loosening Liquor Laws to Help Businesses? I'll Drink to That!
https://www.westword.com/restaurants/denver-restaurants-can-offer-liquor-
pickup-and-readers-toast-jared-polis-11670668

US

CNN: Senate GOP ramps up pressure on Democrats with Monday morning vote
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/22/politics/stimulus-package-coronavirus-
negotiations-congress/index.html

HuffPost: Democrats Block Senate Coronavirus Bill, Calling It A ‘Corporate 
Bailout’
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/coronavirus-senate-relief-
bill_n_5e77d45fc5b63c3b6492a6a6

CNBC: Stock futures drop more than 4%, briefly hit ‘limit down’ as investors 
await a stimulus agreement
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/22/stock-market-futures-open-to-close-
news.html

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.
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Gov. Polis: Colorado is Leading by Example and Taking Action 
to Address COVID-19

***INFORMACIÓN SEGUIDA EN ESPAÑOL***

CENTENNIAL - Gov. Polis provided an update on the state’s response to COVID-19. Today 
he signed an executive order directing all of Colorado’s non-critical employers to reduce 
their in-person workforce by 50 percent. In accordance with the executive order, the 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment is also issuing a public health 
order. 

“As long as I am in a position to lead Colorado’s response, I will continue to take bold 
steps and do everything in my power to protect our medical workers, limit the 
severity and duration of this crisis, and save the lives of Coloradans,” said Governor 
Jared Polis. “In the short term, Coloradans must heed this order and take this gravely 
and seriously. But my team is moving as fast as they can to build a new Colorado 
paradigm to ensure that we can look more like South Korea’s successful containment 
strategy, and less like the public health disaster that is crippling Italy right now. The 
virus is here in our communities and we need to respond. And in a vacuum of federal 
leadership, others need to step up and here in Colorado we are doing and will do just 
that.”
 
The executive order directs all employers to implement tele-work options to the greatest 
extent possible. If tele-work is not practical or possible, employers are encouraged to 
stagger work schedules to reduce the proximity of employees during work hours and to 
keep employees on payroll. This Executive Order does not apply to any employer that can 
certify that employees are no closer than six feet from one another during any part of 
their work hours.

The state as an employer will be meeting this requirement and less than half of non-24 
hour facility jobs will be working from the office. This will start tomorrow, Monday, 
March 23, 2020.

The order takes effect on Tuesday, March 24, 2020 at and is set to last through 11:59 



p.m. on Friday, April 10, 2020.

The critical workplaces that are exempt include:

Health care operations.

Critical Infrastructure, including utilities, fuel supply and transmission, public 
water, telecommunications, transportation, hotels, organizations that provide for 
disadvantaged people, and food supply chain.

Critical Manufacturing, including food, beverages, chemicals, medical equipment, 
pharmaceuticals, sanitary products, agriculture.

Critical Retail, including grocery stores, liquor stores, farms, gas stations, 
restaurants and bars for takeout, marijuana dispensaries but only for medical or 
curbside delivery, hardware stores.

Critical Services, including trash and recycling, mail, shipping, laundromats, child 
care, building cleaning and maintenance, auto supply and repair, 
warehouses/distribution, funeral homes, crematoriums, cemeteries, animal 
shelters and rescues. 

News Media.

Financial Institutions.

Providers of Basic Necessities to Economically Disadvantaged Populations.

Construction.

Defense.

Public Safety Services like law enforcement, fire prevention and response, EMTs, 
security, disinfection, cleaning, building code enforcement, snow removal, auto 
repair.

Vendors that Provide Critical Services or Products including logistics, child care, 
tech support, or contractors with critical government services.

“Critical Government Functions.” 



On March 5, CDPHE’s public health laboratory confirmed the first presumptive positive 
COVID-19 test result in Colorado. Since then, the number of confirmed cases has 
continued to climb. Colorado needs to take these precautions for the preservation of 
public health and safety throughout our entire State and to ensure our healthcare 
delivery system can serve those who are sick.  

Gov. Polis also launched the state’s Innovation Response Team (IRT) to bring together 
public and private sector resources and innovations to the state’s emergency response to 
the COVID-19 virus. The Innovation Response team’s initial focus is ramping up a mass 
testing program for the COVID-19 virus, creating a suite of services for citizens under 
isolation or quarantine, developing mobile and other technologies to help track the 
spread of the virus and support infected citizens, and developing locally-sourced 
alternatives for constrained critical medical supplies.  

Matt Blumberg, a technology entrepreneur who founded and led Broomfield-based email 
technology company Return Path for the past 20 years, will serve as Interim Director. The 
Governor has also appointed Boulder-based Venture Capitalist Brad Feld as the Chairman 
of the IRT’s Private Sector Task Force. The IRT will be within the State’s Emergency 
Operations Center command structure and reports to Stan Hilkey, Executive Director of 
the Colorado Department of Public Safety.

The Governor also thanked everyone who is stepping up in the, #DoingMyPartCO social 
media challenge, who has donated and signed up to volunteer at HelpColoradoNow.org 
and who has donated blood. 

To read the executive order, click here. The Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment will release the public health order. To see frequently asked questions, click 
here. 
 
To view the news conference, please visit the Governor’s Facebook page. 

Gob. Polis: Colorado Dando el Ejemplo y Tomando Acciones 
para Mitigar los Efectos de COVID-19

CENTENNIAL - Gobernador Polis presentó una actualización a la respuesta del Estado de 
Colorado a COVID-19. Hoy, el firmó una Orden Ejecutiva ordenando que todos los 
empleadores ‘no críticos’ reduzcan su mano de obra presencial por un 50 por ciento. De 
acuerdo con la orden ejecutiva, el Departamento Estatal de Salud Pública y Medio 
Ambiente (CDPHE en inglés) también ha publicado una orden de salud pública. 

“Mientras estoy en una posición para dirigir la respuesta del Estado a COVID-19, 
tomaría pasos audaces y haría todo bajo mi poder para proteger nuestros 
trabajadores de salud, disminuir la severidad y duración de esta crisis, y proteger las 
vidas de Coloradenses,” dijo Gobernador Jared Polis. “A corto plazo, Coloradenses 
necesitan hacer caso a esta orden y tomarla muy gravemente y en serio. Mi equipo se 
está moviendo lo más rápido posible para construir un nuevo paradigma para asegurar 
que podemos realizar un resultado que pertenece más a la estrategia exitosa de 
Corea del Sur, y menos al desastre de salud pública que actualmente está falleciendo 



a Italia. El virus está aquí en nuestras comunidades y necesitamos enfrentarlo. Y en 
un vacío de liderazgo federal, otros necesiten dar un ejemplo, y aquí en Colorado 
estamos y seguiremos haciendo justo eso.”

La Orden Ejecutiva dirige a que todos los empleadores en el estado implementen 
opciones de trabajo virtual a la mayor medida posible. Si trabajo virtual no es práctico o 
posible, el Estado anima que empleadores alternan horarios de trabajo para reducir la 
proximidad de trabajadores durante horas de trabajo, y que mantienen trabajadores en 
su nómina de sueldos. Esta Orden Ejecutiva no aplica a empleadores que pueden 
certificar que trabajadores mantendrán más que seis pies de distancia de cualquier 
persona durante la totalidad de su día laboral.

El Estado como empleador cumplirá este requisito y más de un mitad de puestos estatales 
que no son de 24 horas serán hechos virtualmente. Este paso empezará mañana, lunes, 
23 de marzo, 2020.

La Orden se realiza el martes, 24 de marzo, y durará hasta las 11:59 p.m. del viernes, 10 
de abril, 2020.

Funciones críticas que serían exceptuadas incluyan: 

Operaciones de salud y medicina.

Infraestructura Crítica, incluyendo servicios públicos, suministro y transmisión de 
combustible, agua pública, telecomunicaciones, transporte, hoteles, organizaciones 
que proveen para gente marginada, y la cadena de suministro para alimentación.

Fabricación Crítica, incluyendo alimentos, bebidas, químicas, equipo médico, 
farmacéuticos, productos sanitarios, y agricultura. 

Tiendas Críticas, incluyendo tiendas de comestibles, tiendas de licores, fincas, 
gasolineras, restaurantes y bares para llevar, dispensarios de marihuana (pero solo 
para uso medicinal o entrega en la acera), y ferreterías.

Servicios Críticos, incluyendo basura y reciclaje, el postal, logística, lavanderías, 
limpieza y mantenimiento de hogares y oficinas comerciales, suministro y 
reparación de automóviles, funerarios, crematorios, cementerios, y refugios de 
animales.

Prensa y Noticias.

Instituciones Financieras.

Proveedores de Necesidades Básicas para Demográficos Marginados 
Económicamente. 



Construcción.

Defensa.

Servicios de Seguridad Pública como policía y cumplimiento de la ley, bomberos, 
ambulancias, seguridad y guardias, desinfección, limpieza, aplicación de códigos de 
construcción, eliminación de nieve, y reparación de automóviles.

Vendedores que proveen Servicios o Productos Críticos incluyendo logística, 
cuidadores infantiles, apoyo tecnológico, o contratistas para servicios públicos 
críticos.

“Funciones Críticas del Gobierno.”

El 5 de marzo, el laboratorio de salud pública de CDPHE confirmó el primer caso 
presumido positivo de COVID-19 en Colorado. Desde entonces, el número de casos 
confirmados ha seguido aumentando. Colorado necesita tomar estas precauciones para la 
preservación de la salud y seguridad pública de nuestro estado entero, y para asegurar 
que nuestro sistema de salud puede atender a los enfermos.

Además, Gob. Polis lanzó el Equipo de Innovación para la Respuesta (IRT en inglés) para 
alinear recursos e innovaciones públicos y privados para la respuesta de emergencia del 
Estado al virus COVID-19. El enfoque inicial del IRT se preocupara en aumentar un 
programa de examinaciones para COVID-19, creando una variedad de servicios para 
ciudadanos bajo aislamiento o quarantina; tecnologías móviles, y otras, para respaldar al 
rastreamiento de la propagación del virus y apoyar ciudadanos infectados; y alternativos 
locales para suministros médicos apretados.

Matt Blumberg, un empresario de tecnología que fundó y lideró la empresa tecnológica 
de Broomfield Return Path los últimos 20 años, servirá como Director Provisional. Gob. 
Polis nombrará un director permanente al IRT durante las siguientes dos semanas. El 
Gobernador también ha nombrado al empresario Brad Feld, de Boulder, como Director de 
la Fuerza Especial para el Sector Privado del IRT. El IRT será ubicado dentro del Centro 
Estatal para Operaciones de Emergencia, y queda bajo de Stan Hilkey, Director Ejecutivo 
del Departamento Estatal de Seguridad Pública.

El Gobernador también agradeció a todos que participaron en la campaña de media social 
#DoingMyPartCO, a los que han donado y registraron para ofrecerse de voluntario en el 
sitio HelpColoradoNow.org, y a los que han donado sangre.

Para leer la Orden Ejecutiva, ve aquí. El Departamento Estatal de Salud Pública y Medio 
Ambiente (CDPHE) publicará la orden de salud pública. Para ver preguntas típicas, ve 
aquí.

Para ver la conferencia de prensa, por favor visita la página de Facebook del 



Gobernador. 

###
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Colorado Takes Further Action to Address 

Public Health Threat of COVID-19
State extends suspension of downhill ski operations, limits gatherings to no more 

than 10 people, suspends in-person learning in public & private schools

DENVER - Today Governor Jared Polis provided an update on the state’s response to 
COVID-19 and announced new executive actions to protect the health and safety of 
Coloradans. Earlier today at a news conference, Governor Polis announced the 
launch of the Help Colorado Now effort where Coloradans can donate or volunteer, 
as well as the Colorado COVID Relief Fund, which has already raised nearly $3 
million to help Coloradans impacted by the coronavirus. 

“We are acting boldly and swiftly together to protect the health and safety of all 
Coloradans. The science and data tells us this will get worse before it gets 
better,” said Governor Jared Polis. “We are in this together and the state is 
taking the necessary actions to slow the spread of this disease.”

The Governor signed an executive order suspending in-person learning in public and 
private schools across the state from March 23 to April 17. The executive order 
directs Colorado school districts and the Charter School Institute to make every 
effort to provide alternative learning opportunities during this time while taking 
into account the needs of local communities. This order also directs the 
Commissioner of Education to issue guidance to support P-12 school systems in 
developing and implementing plans to assist families and students in accessing 
alternative learning, providing free and reduced lunch and breakfast, and offering 
waivers for instructional time as appropriate. Click here to read. 

“Protecting the health of all Coloradoans is our top priority, and moving to 
online learning and other ways to support learning at home is absolutely the 
right thing to do,” said Education Commissioner Katy Anthes. “We know school 



leaders, educators and families will have a lot of questions about how to support 
their students’ learning at home during this unprecedented time. The 
department is working on guidance and developing resources to support our 
schools and students, and it will be available very soon.”

The Governor also announced that he would be extending the suspension of 
downhill ski area operations through April 6. COVID-19 has spread throughout many 
mountain communities where ski resorts are located and this is a necessary step to 
help slow the spread of the virus. Last week, the Governor issued an executive 
order suspending ski area operations until March 22. Click here to read the order. 

In accordance with CDC guidelines, the Colorado Department of Public Health also 
issued a public health order prohibiting gatherings of 10 or more people. Gatherings 
include community, civic, public, leisure, faith-based events, sporting events with 
spectators, concerts, conventions, fundraisers, parades, fairs, festivals or any 
similar event that brings 10 or more people together. Click here to read. 

Coloradans can donate or sign up to volunteer at  www.HelpColoradoNow.org. 
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Colorado Takes Further Action to Address 

Public Health Threat of COVID-19
State extends suspension of downhill ski operations, limits gatherings to no more 

than 10 people, suspends in-person learning in public & private schools

DENVER - Today Governor Jared Polis provided an update on the state’s response to 
COVID-19 and announced new executive actions to protect the health and safety of 
Coloradans. Earlier today at a news conference, Governor Polis announced the 
launch of the Help Colorado Now effort where Coloradans can donate or volunteer, 
as well as the Colorado COVID Relief Fund, which has already raised nearly $3 
million to help Coloradans impacted by the coronavirus. 

“We are acting boldly and swiftly together to protect the health and safety of all 
Coloradans. The science and data tells us this will get worse before it gets 
better,” said Governor Jared Polis. “We are in this together and the state is 
taking the necessary actions to slow the spread of this disease.”

The Governor signed an executive order suspending in-person learning in public and 
private schools across the state from March 23 to April 17. The executive order 
directs Colorado school districts and the Charter School Institute to make every 
effort to provide alternative learning opportunities during this time while taking 
into account the needs of local communities. This order also directs the 
Commissioner of Education to issue guidance to support P-12 school systems in 
developing and implementing plans to assist families and students in accessing 
alternative learning, providing free and reduced lunch and breakfast, and offering 
waivers for instructional time as appropriate. Click here to read. 

“Protecting the health of all Coloradoans is our top priority, and moving to 
online learning and other ways to support learning at home is absolutely the 
right thing to do,” said Education Commissioner Katy Anthes. “We know school 
leaders, educators and families will have a lot of questions about how to support 
their students’ learning at home during this unprecedented time. The 
department is working on guidance and developing resources to support our 
schools and students, and it will be available very soon.”



The Governor also announced that he would be extending the suspension of 
downhill ski area operations through April 6. COVID-19 has spread throughout many 
mountain communities where ski resorts are located and this is a necessary step to 
help slow the spread of the virus. Last week, the Governor issued an executive 
order suspending ski area operations until March 22. Click here to read the order. 

In accordance with CDC guidelines, the Colorado Department of Public Health also 
issued a public health order prohibiting gatherings of 10 or more people. Gatherings 
include community, civic, public, leisure, faith-based events, sporting events with 
spectators, concerts, conventions, fundraisers, parades, fairs, festivals or any 
similar event that brings 10 or more people together. Click here to read. 

Coloradans can donate or sign up to volunteer at  www.HelpColoradoNow.org. 
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Gov. Polis: Colorado is Leading by Example and Taking Action 
to Address COVID-19

***INFORMACIÓN SEGUIDA EN ESPAÑOL***

CENTENNIAL - Gov. Polis provided an update on the state’s response to COVID-19. Today 
he signed an executive order directing all of Colorado’s non-critical employers to reduce 
their in-person workforce by 50 percent. In accordance with the executive order, the 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment is also issuing a public health 
order. 

“As long as I am in a position to lead Colorado’s response, I will continue to take bold 
steps and do everything in my power to protect our medical workers, limit the 
severity and duration of this crisis, and save the lives of Coloradans,” said Governor 
Jared Polis. “In the short term, Coloradans must heed this order and take this gravely 
and seriously. But my team is moving as fast as they can to build a new Colorado 
paradigm to ensure that we can look more like South Korea’s successful containment 
strategy, and less like the public health disaster that is crippling Italy right now. The 
virus is here in our communities and we need to respond. And in a vacuum of federal 
leadership, others need to step up and here in Colorado we are doing and will do just 
that.”
 
The executive order directs all employers to implement tele-work options to the greatest 
extent possible. If tele-work is not practical or possible, employers are encouraged to 
stagger work schedules to reduce the proximity of employees during work hours and to 
keep employees on payroll. This Executive Order does not apply to any employer that can 
certify that employees are no closer than six feet from one another during any part of 
their work hours.

The state as an employer will be meeting this requirement and less than half of non-24 
hour facility jobs will be working from the office.

The order takes effect on Monday, March 23, 2020 at 8:00 a.m. and is set to last through 
11:59 p.m. on Friday, April 10, 2020.



The critical workplaces that are exempt include:

Health care operations.

Critical Infrastructure, including utilities, fuel supply and transmission, public 
water, telecommunications, transportation, hotels, organizations that provide for 
disadvantaged people, and food supply chain.

Critical Manufacturing, including food, beverages, chemicals, medical equipment, 
pharmaceuticals, sanitary products, agriculture.

Critical Retail, including grocery stores, liquor stores, farms, gas stations, 
restaurants and bars for takeout, marijuana dispensaries but only for medical or 
curbside delivery, hardware stores.

Critical Services, including trash and recycling, mail, shipping, laundromats, child 
care, building cleaning and maintenance, auto supply and repair, 
warehouses/distribution, funeral homes, crematoriums, cemeteries, animal 
shelters and rescues. 

News Media.

Financial Institutions.

Providers of Basic Necessities to Economically Disadvantaged Populations.

Construction.

Defense.

Public Safety Services like law enforcement, fire prevention and response, EMTs, 
security, disinfection, cleaning, building code enforcement, snow removal, auto 
repair.

Vendors that Provide Critical Services or Products including logistics, child care, 
tech support, or contractors with critical government services.

“Critical Government Functions.” 

On March 5, CDPHE’s public health laboratory confirmed the first presumptive positive 
COVID-19 test result in Colorado. Since then, the number of confirmed cases has 



continued to climb. Colorado needs to take these precautions for the preservation of 
public health and safety throughout our entire State and to ensure our healthcare 
delivery system can serve those who are sick.  

Gov. Polis also launched the state’s Innovation Response Team (IRT) to bring together 
public and private sector resources and innovations to the state’s emergency response to 
the COVID-19 virus. The Innovation Response team’s initial focus is ramping up a mass 
testing program for the COVID-19 virus, creating a suite of services for citizens under 
isolation or quarantine, developing mobile and other technologies to help track the 
spread of the virus and support infected citizens, and developing locally-sourced 
alternatives for constrained critical medical supplies.  

Matt Blumberg, a technology entrepreneur who founded and led Broomfield-based email 
technology company Return Path for the past 20 years, will serve as Interim Director. The 
Governor has also appointed Boulder-based Venture Capitalist Brad Feld as the Chairman 
of the IRT’s Private Sector Task Force. The IRT will be within the State’s Emergency 
Operations Center command structure and reports to Stan Hilkey, Executive Director of 
the Colorado Department of Public Safety.

The Governor also thanked everyone who is stepping up in the, #DoingMyPartCO social 
media challenge, who has donated and signed up to volunteer at HelpColoradoNow.org 
and who has donated blood. 

To read the executive order, click here. The Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment will release the public health order. To see frequently asked questions, click 
here. 
 
To view the news conference, please visit the Governor’s Facebook page. 

Gob. Polis: Colorado Dando el Ejemplo y Tomando Acciones 
para Mitigar los Efectos de COVID-19

CENTENNIAL - Gobernador Polis presentó una actualización a la respuesta del Estado de 
Colorado a COVID-19. Hoy, el firmó una Orden Ejecutiva ordenando que todos los 
empleadores ‘no críticos’ reduzcan su mano de obra presencial por un 50 por ciento. De 
acuerdo con la orden ejecutiva, el Departamento Estatal de Salud Pública y Medio 
Ambiente (CDPHE en inglés) también ha publicado una orden de salud pública. 

“Mientras estoy en una posición para dirigir la respuesta del Estado a COVID-19, 
tomaría pasos audaces y haría todo bajo mi poder para proteger nuestros 
trabajadores de salud, disminuir la severidad y duración de esta crisis, y proteger las 
vidas de Coloradenses,” dijo Gobernador Jared Polis. “A corto plazo, Coloradenses 
necesitan hacer caso a esta orden y tomarla muy gravemente y en serio. Mi equipo se 
está moviendo lo más rápido posible para construir un nuevo paradigma para asegurar 
que podemos realizar un resultado que pertenece más a la estrategia exitosa de 
Corea del Sur, y menos al desastre de salud pública que actualmente está falleciendo 
a Italia. El virus está aquí en nuestras comunidades y necesitamos enfrentarlo. Y en 
un vacío de liderazgo federal, otros necesiten dar un ejemplo, y aquí en Colorado 



estamos y seguiremos haciendo justo eso.”

La Orden Ejecutiva dirige a que todos los empleadores en el estado implementen 
opciones de trabajo virtual a la mayor medida posible. Si trabajo virtual no es práctico o 
posible, el Estado anima que empleadores alternan horarios de trabajo para reducir la 
proximidad de trabajadores durante horas de trabajo, y que mantienen trabajadores en 
su nómina de sueldos. Esta Orden Ejecutiva no aplica a empleadores que pueden 
certificar que trabajadores mantendrán más que seis pies de distancia de cualquier 
persona durante la totalidad de su día laboral.

El Estado como empleador cumplirá este requisito y más de un mitad de puestos estatales 
que no son de 24 horas serán hechos virtualmente.

La Orden se realiza el lunes, 23 de marzo a las 8:00 a.m., y durará hasta las 11:59 p.m. 
del viernes, 10 de abril, 2020.

Funciones críticas que serían exceptuadas incluyan: 

Operaciones de salud y medicina.

Infraestructura Crítica, incluyendo servicios públicos, suministro y transmisión de 
combustible, agua pública, telecomunicaciones, transporte, hoteles, organizaciones 
que proveen para gente marginada, y la cadena de suministro para alimentación.

Fabricación Crítica, incluyendo alimentos, bebidas, químicas, equipo médico, 
farmacéuticos, productos sanitarios, y agricultura. 

Tiendas Críticas, incluyendo tiendas de comestibles, tiendas de licores, fincas, 
gasolineras, restaurantes y bares para llevar, dispensarios de marihuana (pero solo 
para uso medicinal o entrega en la acera), y ferreterías.

Servicios Críticos, incluyendo basura y reciclaje, el postal, logística, lavanderías, 
limpieza y mantenimiento de hogares y oficinas comerciales, suministro y 
reparación de automóviles, funerarios, crematorios, cementerios, y refugios de 
animales.

Prensa y Noticias.

Instituciones Financieras.

Proveedores de Necesidades Básicas para Demográficos Marginados 
Económicamente. 

Construcción.



Defensa.

Servicios de Seguridad Pública como policía y cumplimiento de la ley, bomberos, 
ambulancias, seguridad y guardias, desinfección, limpieza, aplicación de códigos de 
construcción, eliminación de nieve, y reparación de automóviles.

Vendedores que proveen Servicios o Productos Críticos incluyendo logística, 
cuidadores infantiles, apoyo tecnológico, o contratistas para servicios públicos 
críticos.

“Funciones Críticas del Gobierno.”

El 5 de marzo, el laboratorio de salud pública de CDPHE confirmó el primer caso 
presumido positivo de COVID-19 en Colorado. Desde entonces, el número de casos 
confirmados ha seguido aumentando. Colorado necesita tomar estas precauciones para la 
preservación de la salud y seguridad pública de nuestro estado entero, y para asegurar 
que nuestro sistema de salud puede atender a los enfermos.

Además, Gob. Polis lanzó el Equipo de Innovación para la Respuesta (IRT en inglés) para 
alinear recursos e innovaciones públicos y privados para la respuesta de emergencia del 
Estado al virus COVID-19. El enfoque inicial del IRT se preocupara en aumentar un 
programa de examinaciones para COVID-19, creando una variedad de servicios para 
ciudadanos bajo aislamiento o quarantina; tecnologías móviles, y otras, para respaldar al 
rastreamiento de la propagación del virus y apoyar ciudadanos infectados; y alternativos 
locales para suministros médicos apretados.

Matt Blumberg, un empresario de tecnología que fundó y lideró la empresa tecnológica 
de Broomfield Return Path los últimos 20 años, servirá como Director Provisional. Gob. 
Polis nombrará un director permanente al IRT durante las siguientes dos semanas. El 
Gobernador también ha nombrado al empresario Brad Feld, de Boulder, como Director de 
la Fuerza Especial para el Sector Privado del IRT. El IRT será ubicado dentro del Centro 
Estatal para Operaciones de Emergencia, y queda bajo de Stan Hilkey, Director Ejecutivo 
del Departamento Estatal de Seguridad Pública.

El Gobernador también agradeció a todos que participaron en la campaña de media social 
#DoingMyPartCO, a los que han donado y registraron para ofrecerse de voluntario en el 
sitio HelpColoradoNow.org, y a los que han donado sangre.

Para leer la Orden Ejecutiva, ve aquí. El Departamento Estatal de Salud Pública y Medio 
Ambiente (CDPHE) publicará la orden de salud pública. Para ver preguntas típicas, ve 
aquí.

Para ver la conferencia de prensa, por favor visita la página de Facebook del 
Gobernador. 

###



www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.











From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Re: Media Advisory: TIME CHANGE - Gov. Polis to Provide Update on State’s Response to COVID-19
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2020 4:08:04 PM

Hi all, the press conference will get started shortly after the White House briefing
concludes. Thank you for your patience. 

Conor Cahill
Press Secretary 

C 617-851-2125 
P 303-866-6324
conor.cahill@state.co.us |  www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.

On Sun, Mar 22, 2020 at 2:10 PM Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
wrote:

***The press conference will now begin at 
4 PM MT or upon conclusion of the White 

House briefing***

MEDIA ADVISORY
Sunday, March 22, 2020
Shelby Wieman |shelby.wieman@state.co.us |

Gov. Polis to Provide Update on 
State’s Response to COVID-19

DENVER - Gov. Polis will provide an update on the state’s response to COVID-19. 

WHO: Governor Jared Polis 
WHERE: Emergency Operations Center 
9195 E Mineral Ave, Centennial, CO 80112, USA

WHEN: Sunday, March 22, 2020
4 PM MT 

Media who plan to attend in person, please RSVP to 
shelby.wieman@state.co.us. If you are a member of the media who would like 

to ask a question, but cannot attend the news conference in person, please 



contact shelby.wieman@state.co.us or conor.cahill@state.co.us to receive 
call-in information. 

If you would like to watch the news conference remotely, please view the live-
stream on the Governor’s Facebook page. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Media Advisory: TIME CHANGE - Gov. Polis to Provide Update on State’s Response to COVID-19
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2020 2:10:32 PM

***The press conference will now begin at 
4 PM MT or upon conclusion of the White 

House briefing***

MEDIA ADVISORY
Sunday, March 22, 2020
Shelby Wieman |shelby.wieman@state.co.us |

Gov. Polis to Provide Update on 
State’s Response to COVID-19

DENVER - Gov. Polis will provide an update on the state’s response to COVID-19. 

WHO: Governor Jared Polis 
WHERE: Emergency Operations Center 
9195 E Mineral Ave, Centennial, CO 80112, USA

WHEN: Sunday, March 22, 2020
4 PM MT 

Media who plan to attend in person, please RSVP to shelby.wieman@state.co.us. 
If you are a member of the media who would like to ask a question, but cannot 

attend the news conference in person, please contact 
shelby.wieman@state.co.us or conor.cahill@state.co.us to receive call-in 

information. 

If you would like to watch the news conference remotely, please view the live-
stream on the Governor’s Facebook page. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    





From: Polis - GOVOffice  Jared on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice  Jared @state.co.us>
To: saschutz@sps.com; jordanna@jordanna.com; saschutz@sps.net
Subject: Fwd: Modeling scenarios for State of CO spread
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2020 2:05:33 PM
Attachments: KP COVID19 Forecast - 2020-03-22 Confidential v2.pptx

EnvelopePDF.aspx.pdf
image001.png

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa < @state.co.us>
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2020
Subject: Fwd: Modeling scenarios for State of CO spread
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>, Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>, Eric France -
CDPHE <eric.france@state.co.us>, Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>, jordanna@gmail.com

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Michael S Ramseier <Michael.S.Ramseier@kp.org>
Date: Sun, Mar 22, 2020 at 1:47 PM
Subject: Modeling scenarios for State of CO spread
To: jared@jaredpolis.com <jared@jaredpolis.com>, state.co.us @state.co.us>

Governor Polis and Lisa,

 

As promised, attached are the projection/scenarios developed by Kaiser Permanente.  The model is based on the best and most current
information we have to date.  As with any model, it is fluid and will be modified as new information comes to light.  In addition to the
model, we have include some high level capacity work we have been doing in the community.  Finally, I also attached a letter
advocating for policy mitigation efforts. 

 

While data points in any of the models we all have undoubted seen thus far can be disputed, they all point to the same general
conclusion.  We must be proactive and the best defense against community spread will be at the policy level.  Colorado has already
taken strong leadership actions on the policy front.  With additional statewide mitigation efforts, we believe the peek scenarios will be
more aligned with the mild projection if not better.

 

We sincerely appreciate the strong leadership and proactive measures already taken. 

 

Michael S. Ramseier
Pres dent, Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of Colorado   

Kaiser Permanente
10350 East Dakota Avenue
Denver, CO 80247

303-344-7256 (off ce)
8-601-7256 (tie-line)
303-344-7956 (fax)
720-696-4681 (mobile)

 

Samantha Aguilar – Executive Assistant

303-344-7803 (off ce)

samantha.aguilar@kp.org

 

 

kp.org/50/co





From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa @state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE; Eric France - CDPHE; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE; jordanna@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Modeling scenarios for State of CO spread
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2020 1:57:13 PM
Attachments: KP COVID19 Forecast - 2020-03-22 Confidential v2.pptx

EnvelopePDF.aspx.pdf
image001.png

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Michael S Ramseier <Michael.S.Ramseier@kp.org>
Date: Sun, Mar 22, 2020 at 1:47 PM
Subject: Modeling scenarios for State of CO spread
To: jared@jaredpolis.com <jared@jaredpolis.com>, @state.co.us @state.co.us>

Governor Polis and Lisa,

 

As promised, attached are the projection/scenarios developed by Kaiser Permanente.  The model is based on the best and most current
information we have to date.  As with any model, it is fluid and will be modified as new information comes to light.  In addition to the
model, we have include some high level capacity work we have been doing in the community.  Finally, I also attached a letter
advocating for policy mitigation efforts. 

 

While data points in any of the models we all have undoubted seen thus far can be disputed, they all point to the same general
conclusion.  We must be proactive and the best defense against community spread will be at the policy level.  Colorado has already
taken strong leadership actions on the policy front.  With additional statewide mitigation efforts, we believe the peek scenarios will be
more aligned with the mild projection if not better.

 

We sincerely appreciate the strong leadership and proactive measures already taken. 

 

Michael S. Ramseier
Pres dent, Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of Colorado   

Kaiser Permanente
10350 East Dakota Avenue
Denver, CO 80247

303-344-7256 (off ce)
8-601-7256 (tie-line)
303-344-7956 (fax)
720-696-4681 (mobile)

 

Samantha Aguilar – Executive Assistant

303-344-7803 (off ce)

samantha.aguilar@kp.org

 

 

kp.org/50/co

 

NOTICE TO RECIPIENT   If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, you are prohibited from sharing, copying, or otherwise using or disclosing its contents.  If you have
received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail and permanently delete this e-mail and any attachments without reading, forwarding or saving
them.  Thank you.

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann





From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: MEDIA ADVISORY: Gov. Polis to Provide Update on State’s Response to COVID-19
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2020 1:07:17 PM

Wanted to make sure everyone got this. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
Date: Sun, Mar 22, 2020 at 12:38 PM
Subject: MEDIA ADVISORY: Gov. Polis to Provide Update on State’s Response to COVID-
19
To: 

MEDIA ADVISORY
Sunday, March 22, 2020
Shelby Wieman |shelby.wieman@state.co.us |

Gov. Polis to Provide Update on State’s 
Response to COVID-19

DENVER - Gov. Polis will provide an update on the state’s response to COVID-19. 

WHO: Governor Jared Polis 
WHERE: Emergency Operations Center 
9195 E Mineral Ave, Centennial, CO 80112, USA

WHEN: Sunday, March 22, 2020
3 PM MT 

Media who plan to attend in person, please RSVP to shelby.wieman@state.co.us. 
If you are a member of the media who would like to ask a question, but cannot 

attend the news conference in person, please contact 
shelby.wieman@state.co.us or conor.cahill@state.co.us to receive call-in 

information. 

If you would like to watch the news conference remotely, please view the live-
stream on the Governor’s Facebook page. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor





From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
To: saschutz@sps.com; saschutz@sps.net; jordanna@jordanna.com
Subject: Fwd: CU Model
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2020 1:02:53 PM
Attachments: COVIDmodeling 2020.03.21.html

COVIDmodeling 2020.03.21.pdf

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Herlihy - CDPHE, Rachel <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
Date: Sun, Mar 22, 2020 at 12:56 PM
Subject: CU Model
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>, Eric France - CDPHE
<eric.france@state.co.us>, Samet, Jon <jon.samet@cuanschutz.edu>, Kevin Klein - CDPS
<Kevin.Klein@state.co.us>, Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>, Mike
Nugent - CDPHE <mike.nugent@state.co.us>, Mike Willis - CDPS
<mike.willis@state.co.us>, Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>,
Bookman - CDPHE, Scott <scott.bookman@state.co.us>, <jordanna@gmail.com>, Stan
Hilkey - CDPS <stan.hilkey@state.co.us>

From CU modeing team.

-- 
Rachel K. Herlihy, MD, MPH
Communicable Disease Branch Chief & State Epidemiologist
Division of Disease Control & Environmental Epidemiology

P 303.692.6327 | F 303.691.6118 | C 303.562.5050
4300 Cherry Creek South Drive, Denver, CO 80246-1530
rachel.herlihy@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe

For media inquiries regarding the State of Colorado's response to COVID-19, please
email media_info@state.co.us or call 303-900-2849.  

Members of the public should contact CO-HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-2911, for answers in
many languages, or email them at COHELP@RMPDC.org for answers in English.



From: Herlihy - CDPHE, Rachel on behalf of Herlihy - CDPHE, Rachel <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Eric France - CDPHE; Samet, Jon; Kevin Klein - CDPS; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Mike

Nugent - CDPHE; Mike Willis - CDPS; Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE; Bookman - CDPHE, Scott;
jordanna@gmail.com; Stan Hilkey - CDPS

Subject: Re: CU Model
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2020 1:00:25 PM
Attachments: MortalityEstimates.xlsx

ModelDescriptionAssumptions 20200322.docx

Additional documents attached.

On Sun, Mar 22, 2020 at 12:55 PM Herlihy - CDPHE, Rachel <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
wrote:

From CU modeing team.

-- 
Rachel K. Herlihy, MD, MPH
Communicable Disease Branch Chief & State Epidemiologist
Division of Disease Control & Environmental Epidemiology

P 303.692.6327 | F 303.691.6118 | C 303.562.5050
4300 Cherry Creek South Drive, Denver, CO 80246-1530
rachel.herlihy@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe

For media inquiries regarding the State of Colorado's response to COVID-19, please
email media_info@state.co.us or call 303-900-2849.  

Members of the public should contact CO-HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-2911, for answers in
many languages, or email them at COHELP@RMPDC.org for answers in English.

-- 
Rachel K. Herlihy, MD, MPH
Communicable Disease Branch Chief & State Epidemiologist
Division of Disease Control & Environmental Epidemiology

P 303.692.6327 | F 303.691.6118 | C 303.562.5050
4300 Cherry Creek South Drive, Denver, CO 80246-1530
rachel.herlihy@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe

For media inquiries regarding the State of Colorado's response to COVID-19, please
email media_info@state.co.us or call 303-900-2849.  

Members of the public should contact CO-HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-2911, for answers in
many languages, or email them at COHELP@RMPDC.org for answers in English.



From: Herlihy - CDPHE, Rachel on behalf of Herlihy - CDPHE, Rachel <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Eric France - CDPHE; Samet, Jon; Kevin Klein - CDPS; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Mike

Nugent - CDPHE; Mike Willis - CDPS; Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE; Bookman - CDPHE, Scott;
jordanna@gmail.com; Stan Hilkey - CDPS

Subject: CU Model
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2020 12:56:39 PM
Attachments: COVIDmodeling 2020.03.21.html

COVIDmodeling 2020.03.21.pdf

From CU modeing team.

-- 
Rachel K. Herlihy, MD, MPH
Communicable Disease Branch Chief & State Epidemiologist
Division of Disease Control & Environmental Epidemiology

P 303.692.6327 | F 303.691.6118 | C 303.562.5050
4300 Cherry Creek South Drive, Denver, CO 80246-1530
rachel.herlihy@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe

For media inquiries regarding the State of Colorado's response to COVID-19, please
email media_info@state.co.us or call 303-900-2849.  

Members of the public should contact CO-HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-2911, for answers in
many languages, or email them at COHELP@RMPDC.org for answers in English.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: MEDIA ADVISORY: Gov. Polis to Provide Update on State’s Response to COVID-19
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2020 12:48:51 PM

MEDIA ADVISORY
Sunday, March 22, 2020
Shelby Wieman |shelby.wieman@state.co.us |

Gov. Polis to Provide Update on State’s 
Response to COVID-19

DENVER - Gov. Polis will provide an update on the state’s response to COVID-19. 

WHO: Governor Jared Polis 
WHERE: Emergency Operations Center 
9195 E Mineral Ave, Centennial, CO 80112, USA

WHEN: Sunday, March 22, 2020
3 PM MT 

Media who plan to attend in person, please RSVP to shelby.wieman@state.co.us. 
If you are a member of the media who would like to ask a question, but cannot 

attend the news conference in person, please contact 
shelby.wieman@state.co.us or conor.cahill@state.co.us to receive call-in 

information. 

If you would like to watch the news conference remotely, please view the live-
stream on the Governor’s Facebook page. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    



From: McBride, Bill on behalf of McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
To: McBride, Bill
Subject: Special Sunday Edition of the National Governors Association"s COVID-19 Daily Update - 3/22/2020
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2020 11:41:16 AM

Dear Governors,
 
We are sending out a special update to highlight three important issues as we address the COVID-19
threat. The importance of keeping critical highway rest stops open, donating blood, and continuing
to support our places of worship.
 
As Governors look to curb the spread of COVID-19, there are growing questions around how
businesses are designated essential in the midst of wide-spread closures. Businesses, like highway
truck stops and critical infrastructure operators, play a key role in ensuring that a nationwide
response to COVID-19 continues. NGA is preparing resources for you and your staff on this issue.
 
In the face of COVID-19, the American Red Cross asks for your help communicating three vital
messages to the public:  
 

Donating blood is a safe process and people should not be concerned about giving or
receiving blood during this challenging time.
Healthy donors are needed more than ever, as we are currently facing a severe blood
shortage due to cancellations of employer-sponsored blood drives.
As possible, keep scheduled blood drives, which will allow donors the opportunity to give
blood.

 
As an emergency preparedness organization, the Red Cross has also taken additional steps to ensure
the safety of staff and donors at each Red Cross blood drive. They have shared these steps so
governors may communicate them in their own public outreach on COVID-19:
 

The Red Cross only collects blood from individuals who are healthy and feeling well at
the time of donation – and who meet other eligibility requirements, available
at RedCrossBlood.org.
We are now pre-screening all individuals by checking their temperature before they
enter any Red Cross blood drive or donation center, including our own staff and
volunteers. 
At each blood drive and donation center, Red Cross employees follow thorough safety
protocols including wearing gloves, routinely wiping down donor-touched areas, using
sterile collection sets for every donation, and preparing the arm for donation with an
aseptic scrub. 
Additional spacing has been implemented within each blood drive set up to
incorporate social distancing measures between donation beds and stations within
the blood drive.
The average blood drives are only 20-30 people and are not large gatherings.

We ask every governor to help communicate this critical need to the American public. Red Cross



President and CEO Gail McGovern would welcome an opportunity to speak with you directly on how
you can help. Her cell is 617-816-9900.

Finally, please help communicate the importance of sending donations to our nation’s places of
worship. Many denominations are dependent on weekly collections to support their important
community programs, which continue even as most services have been cancelled.
 
Respectfully,
 
Bill
 
Bill McBride  | Executive Director
 

National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street NW
Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001 

p/202-624-5320
c/703-370-2298
bmcbride@nga.org
www.nga.org

 
 
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged,
proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient,
or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the
sender and delete this message.



From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO on behalf of Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
To: @state.co.us" @state.co.us"; "eve.lieberman@state.co.us"; "mike.willis@state.co.us";

"jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us"
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO; Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO
Subject: Important Role of FEMA in COVID-19 Preparedness, Response, & Mitigation
Date: Sunday, March 22, 2020 11:27:10 AM
Attachments: FEMA Regional Administrators Contact Information.pdf

image001.png

 

Governor and Senior Staff,

 

Thank you for all of your hard work and partnership regarding the All-of-America
effort to respond to, prepare for, and mitigate the effects of COVID-19. I wanted to
follow-up on a few things from Thursday’s briefing between the President, Vice
President, and Governors.

 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has activated the
National Response Coordination Center (NRCC) 24/7, and they are
engaging 50+ teams to deploy across the U.S. to activate their emergency
operations centers and address the threat of COVID-19. FEMA regional
directors have been actively working the phones.

 
·       Action Request: Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has activated the

National Response Coordination Center (NRCC) 24/7 and is now the lead agency to
make formal Federal requests. Your State’s strong leadership is needed to provide
effective emergency management that is: (1) Locally-executed, (2) State-managed, and
(3) Federally-supported.

o   Local leaders are the “boots on the ground” and are best suited to quickly
identify innovative solutions for the majority of issues.

o   State officials are best situated to help coordinate these solutions both across
the state and with the Federal government.

o   The Federal government helps scale best practices, coordinates key priorities, and
provides regulatory flexibilities and key resources to support these solutions.

 
·       What This Means: All requests to the Federal government must be formally

communicated by your State emergency manager to your FEMA Regional
Administrator. This is the same process as natural disasters (e.g., hurricane recovery,



flood recovery, tornado recovery, etc.). Reminding your team that if they are not
utilizing the connectivity between the state operations center and the FEMA team, they
aren’t doing right – the good news most folks are now utilizing this path and with your
help, we can all ensure effective processes elevate key priorities and questions. In
particular, please ensure good connectivity between your state public health director
and your state emergency manager.
 

·       Contact Information: Contact information for your FEMA Regional Administrator is
attached – we imagine your emergency manager has them on speed dial.

 
·       Testing: If you have not yet connected with the representatives from Roche, Thermo

Fisher, and other private sector testing platforms, I would encourage you to do so as
that is where the high-speed testing solution is moving forward.

 

Sound emergency management discipline will allow all of us to have unity of effort
and have a real-time understanding of all the key resources in each community and
across each State.

 

Thanks,

 

White House Office Intergovernmental Affairs

 

 

Sent on behalf of:

 

Douglas L. Hoelscher

Deputy Assistant to the President & Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-4247| C: 202-881-8950 | E: Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov

 

and

 

Nicholas D. Pottebaum

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director



White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-2132 | C: 202-881-7803| E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

 

15 Days to Slow the Spread

 
 



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/21/20
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2020 11:29:35 PM

A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/21/20

Governor

9 News: 4 states issue ‘stay at home’ orders, Colorado paying attention
Governor Jared Polis wouldn’t say if he’d issue a ‘stay at home’ order to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. But, he did say he’s watching other states to “determine what 
makes most sense here in Colorado."
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/stay-at-home-orders-
colorado-paying-attention/73-9d4751c3-c741-4f2d-8b41-2324a80bfe9f

Colorado Independent: Colorado health care workers worry they’ll be sick before the 
surge
On Monday, Gov. Jared Polis said the state is about two weeks behind Italy in terms of 
total COVID-19 cases. Doctors in that country swamped with patients infected with the 
disease are making decisions about who to save and who to let die. 

“The supply chains are very crunched in the short-term with regard to personal 
protective equipment,” Polis told reporters at the state Capitol on Friday. “Soon this 
personal protective equipment deficit will be met. That is a matter of weeks.”
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/21/covid-19-colorado-nurses-workers-
ppe/

Westword: Polis Order Allows Dispensary Curbside Delivery, Remote MMJ Visits
Executives order issued by Governor Jared Polis on March 20 will temporarily allow 
curbside delivery at marijuana dispensaries, and also permit doctors to issue medical 
marijuana cards remotely. Both orders were made in a statewide effort to limit the 
impact of coronavirus, according to Polis, and are set to run through mid-April.
https://www.westword.com/marijuana/colorado-governor-allows-dispensary-curbside-
orders-mmj-telemedicine-to-limit-covid-19-11670075

Denver Post: 100,000 coronavirus tests expected at Denver airport in the coming 
days
Where they go from there has not been determined. Gov. Jared Polis has repeatedly 
called for more extensive testing in Colorado, where about 3,700 tests have been 
administered, according to state figures. The governor says he has conveyed frustration 
over a lack of testing directly to Vice President Mike Pence.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/20/coronavirus-tests-colorado-aytu-cory-
gardner/

Denver 7: More than 20,000 file for unemployment in Colorado following coronavirus 



closures
Gov. Jared Polis on Friday urged laid-off workers to continue filing for unemployment, 
even as the state website has had trouble processing the high volume of claims. Polis 
recommended people try to file their claims early in the morning or late at night to 
lessen the high volume at peak times during the day.
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/coronavirus/more-than-20-000-file-for-
unemployment-in-colorado-following-coronavirus-closures

Denver Post: Uneven response to coronavirus in Colorado courts leads to confusion, 
differing outcomes for defendants
Brown called on Polis to enact more strict guidelines regarding courts and the 
coronavirus and to extend state deadlines for jury trials.

“While public spaces across our community are putting up ‘closed’ signs, Colorado 
courthouses, in a titanic-sized blind gesture, are steering full steam into the virus’ 
grip,” Brown wrote in a letter sent Wednesday to Polis’ office.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/21/colorado-courts-coronavirus-judges/

Vail Daily: COVID-19 and the courtroom: DA asks governor to extend trial deadlines
The coronavirus is forcing many public spaces to close, Brown said in a letter to Gov. 
Jared Polis. Brown will ask Polis to add 45 days to Colorado’s six-month “speedy trial” 
mandate, the minimum time between someone being arraigned on a criminal charge and 
the beginning of their jury trial.

Polis gave himself the authority to grant the extra 45 days when he signed an executive 
order declaring a Disaster Emergency Due to the Presence of Coronavirus Disease.
https://www.vaildaily.com/news/covid-19-and-the-courtroom-da-asks-governor-to-
extend-trial-deadlines/

Denver Post: Columbus Day no longer a state holiday in Colorado
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/20/colorado-columbus-day-cabrini/

KOAA: Checks on child welfare continue despite COVID-19
EL PASO COUNTY — Governor Jared Polis signed an executive order on Wednesday 
suspending all in-person schooling in Colorado until April 17. With children being home 
for a longer period of time than normal, and not interacting with mandatory reporters 
like teachers on a regular basis, News5 reached out to the El Paso County Department of 
Human Services (DHS) to learn how they are protecting at-risk children during this time.
https://www.koaa.com/news/coronavirus/checks-on-child-welfare-continue-despite-
covid-19

Longmont Times-Call: Child care centers caught in ‘tough position’ as need persists 
during coronavirus outbreak
Gov. Jared Polis announced this new effort, a public-private partnership dubbed the 
Colorado Emergency Child Care Collaborative, and launched a website earlier this week. 
Through this new collaborative, providers and educators are being asked to lend their 



services to help workers in critical sectors.
https://www.timescall.com/2020/03/21/child-care-centers-caught-in-tough-position-as-
need-persists-during-coronavirus-outbreak/

9 News: Communities come together to help keep local restaurants alive
This past week, Governor Jared Polis allowed restaurants to begin selling alcohol to go. 
Owners have said it’s helped them make more sales and stay alive.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/communities-come-together-to-help-keep-
local-restaurants-alive/73-03fe874b-4f6d-4727-bae6-93eacd269e81

Colorado

Denver Post: U.S. attorney for Colorado to lead federal coronavirus fraud 
investigations
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/21/coronavirus-fraud-colorado-jason-dunn/

Denver Post: Colorado parks and trails fill up as coronavirus leads to cabin fever
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/21/coronavirus-jeffco-rocky-mountain-parks-
colorado/

U.S.

Washington Post: In hard-hit areas, testing restricted to health care workers, hospital 
patients
Health officials in New York, California and other hard-hit parts of the country are 
restricting coronavirus testing to health care workers and people who are hospitalized, 
saying the battle to contain the virus is lost and the country is moving into a new phase 
of the pandemic response.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/03/21/coronavirus-testing-
strategyshift/

NYT: Congress is negotiating a rescue plan that could cost more than $1 trillion.
“It’s a very large package,” Larry Kudlow, Mr. Trump’s top economic adviser, told 
reporters. He estimated that the total economic impact of the aid to Americans and 
distressed industries would ultimately be more than $2 trillion, although he did not 
offer a detailed breakdown. The Federal Reserve would play a crucial role in amplifying 
the effects of government aid, he said, after Wall Street shuddered its way through its 
worst week since the 2008 financial crisis.
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/21/world/coronavirus-news.html#link-10713e38

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Tyler William Lehman on behalf of Tyler William Lehman <Tyler.Lehman@colorado.edu>
To: @state.co.us
Subject: Colorado Covid-19 Emergency Economic Action Plan
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2020 4:44:59 PM
Attachments: Colorado Emergency Economic Plan - Ty Lehman.pdf

Hello Govern Polis,

Per your request via linked-in, I have attached my economic plan to address this crisis we are
all facing. 

The steps detailed in the doc are meant to provide a high-level framework that will thoroughly
remove the Covid-19 threat and safeguard the economy from future outbreaks. The plan calls
for  a tremendous effort and there are many details that need to be addressed, but I believe this
methodological approach will greatly minimize Covid-19's impact on Colorado's economy.

Thank you for your time and I hope you find value in the plan. Please reach out if you have
comments or questions. 

Best,
Ty



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE 3/21: State health department provides guidance to those with COVID-19 symptomsincluding

when to call health care providers and 911
Date: Saturday, March 21, 2020 4:02:20 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Sat, Mar 21, 2020 at 3:58 PM
Subject: RELEASE 3/21: State health department provides guidance to those with COVID-19
symptomsincluding when to call health care providers and 911
To: SOC_JICMediaList <soc_jicmedialist@state.co.us>

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 

 
State health department provides guidance to those with COVID-19 symptoms

including when to call health care providers and 911
 

DENVER, March 21, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) asks the public to preserve critical health care resources, especially 
emergency medical services and personal protective equipment (PPE).

With the increased concern over COVID-19, people are calling 911 for reasons other 
than a medical emergency, including asking for general information about COVID-19. 
People should call 911 ONLY with a medical emergency. 

Do not call 911 if you are seeking general medical advice or wish to be tested for 
COVID-19. If you have COVID-19 symptoms (fever, cough, shortness of breath), consider 
a telehealth visit or nurseline advice before seeking in-person care. Ask your primary 
care provider if they offer telehealth visits, or call one of Colorado’s nurselines. You 
can find a list of nurselines on the state health department’s website: 
covid19.colorado.gov/telehealth-nurselines-directory. People can visit 
covid19.colorado.gov or call 303-389-1687 for general questions about COVID. 



CDPHE is providing the following guidance to people experiencing symptoms of COVID-
19:

For people with mild symptoms: Early on, symptoms may feel like a common cold, 
including a combination of cough, body aches, fatigue, and chest tightness.

People who are not at high risk of severe illness may not need to be evaluated in-
person or tested for COVID-19. Not everyone with symptoms or who may have 
been exposed to COVID-19 will be tested right away. 

If you have mild symptoms including a fever, cough, shortness of breath, or 
suspect that you were exposed but are not able to be immediately tested, please 
stay home and avoid contact with others. Isolate yourself until:

You have had no fever for at least 72 hours (that’s 3 days of no fever 
without the use of medicine that reduces fevers) AND

other symptoms have improved (for example, when your cough or shortness 
of breath have improved) AND

At least 7 days have passed since your symptoms first appeared.

Use over-the-counter medication to treat mild symptoms. There is currently no 
specific treatment for COVID-19.

The 911 system is not intended for minor injuries or general medical questions. 
Do not call 911 if you are seeking general medical advice or wish to be tested for 
COVID-19. 

For people with more serious symptoms, especially if you are experiencing shortness 
of breath:

Continue to self-isolate.

Call your health care provider if your illness becomes more severe, especially if 
you are experiencing shortness of breath. Your provider may recommend you be 
tested for COVID-19.

Consider a telehealth visit or nurseline advice before seeking in-person care. Ask 
your primary care provider if they offer telehealth visits, or call one of 
Colorado’s nurselines. You can find a list at covid19.colorado.gov/telehealth-
and-nurselines.



For people with severe symptoms: (severe shortness of breath or difficulty breathing)

Call 911 and tell the dispatcher your symptoms. 

Do not wait for a COVID-19 test to call 911 in the event of an emergency.

Call 911 for:

Symptoms of heart attack or stroke

Difficulty breathing

Choking

Difficulty speaking, walking, or seeing

Severe allergic reactions

Confusion, dizziness, or disorientation

Sudden, severe pain

For those whose symptoms are severe enough to require hospitalization, a 
positive or negative test result is important to determine which unit of the 
hospital should oversee the patient’s care. The state lab is prioritizing test 
results for high-risk individuals. Some Colorado hospitals have the capability or 
are building the capability to test for COVID-19 in-house. This will allow hospitals 
to test patients and have results without having to send the samples to the state 
lab or a private lab. 

While waiting for test results on patients who are exhibiting extreme respiratory 
symptoms that could be attributed to COVID-19, hospitals will follow CDC 
guidance to keep those patients isolated from the general population. 

Continue to stay up to date by visiting covid19.colorado.gov.

 
###
 



 

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Reis - GOVOffice, Marlon on behalf of Reis - GOVOffice, Marlon <marlon.reis@state.co.us>
To: Jan.McHughSmith@boulderhumane.org; Diane Matt (dianematt@colovma.org); Katie Parker;

jcalhoun586@gmail.com; Escobar - GOVOffice, Analysse; Glenn - CDA, Hollis; Jordan Beezley - DORA; Jared Polis
- GOVOffice; Kate Greenberg - CDA; Nick Fisher - CDA; Marlon Reis - GOVOffice; Marc Bekoff; Eileen Lambert;
Stetter,Mark; michael.lappin@colostate.edu; Nanci; Aubyn Royall

Cc: Eleni Angelides - GOVOffice
Subject: Thank You
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 9:03:26 PM

Dear, Friends,

Thank you for joining our phone conference earlier to discuss
measures that we can take at the State level to help our
State's animals while we contend with COVID-19, and develop
more tailored responses as we gain new information.

Tonight's phone call was intended to be the first in what will
likely be regular phone call to tailor our relief efforts as
they relate to Colorado's animals and the people who care for
them.

Along those lines, I invite each of you to be in-touch
with both Eleni and myself as you identify new and emerging
needs that will help animals in Colorado.

If there were points you didn't get the chance to raise during
tonight's conversation, please feel free to share your thoughts
now, over e-mail.

There's no substitute for hearing from our boots on the ground,
so please don't hesitate to reach out to me posthaste as soon
as you see a problem developing. We need to be proactive and
nip issues in the bud before they explode. 

I can be most helpful if I am able to understand the challenges
we are facing as we work to ensure the safety and well-being of
Colorado's animals.

You may reach me at this e-mail address, and my adviser, Eleni
Angelides, at eleni.angelides@state.co.us.

Please copy us both on any and all e-mail correspondence, and
do reach out with any questions or concerns.

Kind Regards,

Marlon 

-- 

Marlon Reis

First Gentleman 



Marlon.Reis@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

This message is intended for the recipient or recipients only and should not be
shared with others except as required by law.  Under the Colorado Open Records
Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may
be subject to public disclosure.  



From: Marc Bekoff on behalf of Marc Bekoff <marc.bekoff@gmail.com>
To: Reis - GOVOffice, Marlon
Cc: Escobar - GOVOffice, Analysse; Glenn - CDA, Hollis; Jordan Beezley - DORA; Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Kate

Greenberg - CDA; Nick Fisher - CDA; Eileen Lambert; Stetter,Mark; michael.lappin@colostate.edu; Nanci; Aubyn
Royall; Angelides - GOVOffice, Eleni

Subject: Re: Thank You
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 8:42:43 PM

Thank you Marlon and Jared --- I learned a lot about topics about which I really knew little to
nothing -- a very valuable call indeed --- please feel free to share this essay far and wide --
- What Pet Owners and Vets Need to Know About the New COVID-19 -- actually,
everyone needs to know about what's happening -- it's about the important piece from CSU,
right here in our beautiful state --- after i posted it a friend of mine in the Netherlands told
me that someone tried to poison her dog last week! education is key and i'm amazed at
how many people don't know the facts about the new COVID-19, including, as you pointed
out, that it's new -- 

anyway, thanks for all you all are doing and we have to keep working hard for our
nonhuman friends --- please take care and be well ----- marc

Homepage:marcbekoff.com
Psychology Today: http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/animal-emotions
Kids & animals, Marc Bekoff, Foreword by Jane Goodall
Jasper's story: Saving moon bears, by Jill Robinson and Marc Bekoff
Ignoring nature no more: The case for compassionate conservation, edited by Marc
Bekoff
Why dogs hump and bees get depressed, by Marc Bekoff
Rewilding Our Hearts: Building Pathways of Compassion and Coexistence, by Marc
Bekoff
The Jane Effect: Celebrating Jane Goodall, edited by Dale Peterson and Marc Bekoff
The Animals' Agenda: Freedom, Compassion, and Coexistence in the Human
Age(with Jessica Pierce)
Canine Confidential: Why Dogs Do What They Do (University of Chicago Press)
Unleashing Your Dog: A Field Guide to Giving Your Canine Companion the Best Life Possible (with
Jessica Pierce)
Boulder County Jail Art Behind Bars website

On Fri, Mar 20, 2020 at 8:31 PM Reis - GOVOffice, Marlon <marlon.reis@state.co.us>
wrote:
Dear, Friends,

Thank you for joining our phone conference earlier to discuss
measures that we can take at the State level to help our
State's animals while we contend with COVID-19, and develop
more tailored responses as we gain new information.

Tonight's phone call was intended to be the first in what
will likely be regular phone call to tailor our relief
efforts as they relate to Colorado's animals and the people
who care for them.

Along those lines, I invite each of you to be in-touch



with both Eleni and myself as you identify new and emerging
needs that will help animals in Colorado.

If there were points you didn't get the chance to raise
during tonight's conversation, please feel free to share your
thoughts now, over e-mail.

There's no substitute for hearing from our boots on the
ground, so please don't hesitate to reach out to me posthaste
as soon as you see a problem developing. We need to be
proactive and nip issues in the bud before they explode. 

I can be most helpful if I am able to understand the
challenges we are facing as we work to ensure the safety and
well-being of Colorado's animals.

You may reach me at this e-mail address, and my adviser,
Eleni Angelides, at eleni.angelides@state.co.us.

Please copy us both on any and all e-mail correspondence, and
do reach out with any questions or concerns.

Kind Regards,

Marlon 

-- 

Marlon Reis

First Gentleman 

Marlon.Reis@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

This message is intended for the recipient or recipients only and should not be
shared with others except as required by law.  Under the Colorado Open Records
Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account
may be subject to public disclosure.  



From: Reis - GOVOffice, Marlon on behalf of Reis - GOVOffice, Marlon <marlon.reis@state.co.us>
To: Escobar - GOVOffice, Analysse; Glenn - CDA, Hollis; Jordan Beezley - DORA; Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Kate

Greenberg - CDA; Nick Fisher - CDA; Marlon Reis - GOVOffice; Marc Bekoff; Eileen Lambert; Stetter,Mark;
michael.lappin@colostate.edu; Nanci; Aubyn Royall

Subject: Thank You
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 8:31:52 PM

Dear, Friends,

Thank you for joining our phone conference earlier to discuss
measures that we can take at the State level to help our
State's animals while we contend with COVID-19, and develop
more tailored responses as we gain new information.

Tonight's phone call was intended to be the first in what will
likely be regular phone call to tailor our relief efforts as
they relate to Colorado's animals and the people who care for
them.

Along those lines, I invite each of you to be in-touch
with both Eleni and myself as you identify new and emerging
needs that will help animals in Colorado.

If there were points you didn't get the chance to raise during
tonight's conversation, please feel free to share your thoughts
now, over e-mail.

There's no substitute for hearing from our boots on the ground,
so please don't hesitate to reach out to me posthaste as soon
as you see a problem developing. We need to be proactive and
nip issues in the bud before they explode. 

I can be most helpful if I am able to understand the challenges
we are facing as we work to ensure the safety and well-being of
Colorado's animals.

You may reach me at this e-mail address, and my adviser, Eleni
Angelides, at eleni.angelides@state.co.us.

Please copy us both on any and all e-mail correspondence, and
do reach out with any questions or concerns.

Kind Regards,

Marlon 

-- 

Marlon Reis

First Gentleman 

Marlon.Reis@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor



This message is intended for the recipient or recipients only and should not be
shared with others except as required by law.  Under the Colorado Open Records
Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may
be subject to public disclosure.  



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: For Immediate Release: Gov. Polis Announces State’s Economic Response to COVID-19
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 7:28:02 PM

For Immediate Release
Friday, March 20, 2020
Shelby Wieman|shelby.wieman@state.co.us |303-957-6011

Gov. Polis Announces State’s Economic Response to COVID-19

***INFORMACIÓN SEGUIDA EN ESPAÑOL***

DENVER - Today, Governor Polis provided an update on Colorado’s response to COVID-19 
and announced a number of actions the state is taking to support Colorado’s economy. 

“This virus has significantly impacted our economy here at home and across the 
world. We know this has been challenging for our local businesses and workers, and 
we are working to provide relief including deferral of taxes and suspension of 
evictions to Colorado families and individuals. These times are difficult, but they are 
temporary. Coloradans should rest assured that we will get through this together and 
we will be well-positioned for success when this all blows over,” said Governor Jared 
Polis.

The Governor announced that the state will be taking action to provide relief from 
evictions, foreclosures, and utility shut-offs. The Governor is directing the Department of 
Regulatory Agencies (DORA) to work with state-chartered financial institutions to address 
the threat of residential and commercial foreclosures and displacement. The Governor is 
requesting that municipal and county governments refrain from using law enforcement to 
carry out evictions or foreclosures against Colorado families unless there is a threat to 
public safety. He is also encouraging banks, credit unions, and other financial institutions 
holding residential or commercial mortgages to follow the lead of the Federal Housing 
Finance Agency and halt foreclosures and related evictions that are due to income 
reductions because of the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, the Governor is requesting 
these financial institutions consider providing a 90 day deferment of payment for all 
consumer loans, including residential and commercial mortgages, refinances, auto loans, 
and student loans, and small business loans. The state is also requesting that all public 
utilities suspend service disconnections for delayed or missed payments from residential 
and small business consumers.

The Governor is also requesting that all property owners and landlords refrain from 
removing tenants or mobile home owners without cause or as a result of late rent 
payment or minor tenancy violations through April 30, unless public safety requires it. 
Finally, he is asking that all property owners and landlords refrain from imposing a fee 
for the late payment or nonpayment of rent through the end of April. 



The Governor will also be directing the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment’s 
(CDLE) Unemployment Insurance Division to expedite claim payments during this state of 
emergency. CDLE has seen a ten-fold increase of claims filed from last week to this 
week. Coloradans can visit the Department of Labor’s website at www.coloradoui.gov for 
more information. To learn more about these actions and read the executive order, click 
here. 

Gov. Polis will also be extending the income tax payment deadline for all Colorado 
taxpayers by 90 days until July 15, 2020, without penalty or interest. This will be similar 
to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) extension, but applies to any income tax payment, 
regardless of the amount. Unlike the federal government, the state is not imposing any 
caps on the amount of tax that can be deferred. In addition, the state will grant an 
extension for taxpayers who are required to make estimated income tax payments for the 
2020 tax year. The Governor is also directing the Department of  Revenue (DOR) to 
coordinate with local governments that choose to extend tax payment deadlines for 
property, sales and use taxes. To read the executive order, click here.  

The Governor also announced the Governor’s Economic Stabilization and Growth Council. 
This group will be made up of community leaders from a variety of backgrounds and will 
serve as economic advisors to the Governor during this time.

Former Denver Mayor and U.S. Transportation Secretary Federico Peña will chair the 
Council. 

Members include:

Gary Arnold, Business Manager, Denver Pipefitters

Deborah Jordy, Executive Director, Science and Cultural Facilities District

Dick Monfort, Businessman, Owner/CEO, Colorado Rockies

Blair Richardson, CEO Bow River Capital

Jim Crowe, Former CEO, Level 3 Communications

Brad Feld, Entrepreneur, Co-Founder Foundry Group, Co-Founder Techstars

Dave Young, State Treasurer

Cary Kennedy, Governor’s Policy Advisor

Lauren Larsen, Office of State Planning and Budget (OSPB)



Joe Barela, Colorado Department of Labor and Employment (CDLE)

Rick Garcia, Department of Local Affairs (DOLA) 

Betsy Markey, Office of Economic Development and International Trade (OEDIT)

In addition, the Governor also signed an executive order allowing retailers licensed for 
the sale of on-premises alcohol consumption to sell, deliver or provide takeout for sealed 
alcoholic beverages if the customer also purchases food. The order also suspends the 
requirement of a physical examination for a medical marijuana card to be issued. The 
prohibition of online sales for retail marijuana stores is now suspended as well. Each of 
these are in effect until April 18, 2020. To read the executive order, click here.  

Yesterday, the Governor announced that Colorado small businesses impacted by COVID-19 
can now seek individual small business loans up to $2 million as part of the Small Business 
Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loan program. Small businesses throughout all 
64 counties may seek SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loans. The SBA Disaster assistance 
provides low-interest federal loans for working capital to Colorado small businesses that 
have realized economic injury from COVID-19. Funding was appropriated through the US 
congressional Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act. 
To learn more, visit OEDIT’s website. 

To watch the full news conference, visit the Governor’s Facebook page. 

Gobernador Polis Anuncia La Respuesta Económica Del Estado a COVID-19

DENVER - Hoy Gobernador Polis comentó sobre la respuesta del Estado de Colorado a 
COVID-19 y dió una vista a los pasos que tomará para apoyar a la economía.

“Este virus ha resultado en un golpe fuerte para la economía tanto aquí en Colorado 
como alrededor del mundo. Sabemos que ha sido difícil para el comercio local y los 
trabajadores que son tan importantes para la economía estatal. La situación es un 
reto, pero será temporal. Los Coloradenses deben estar seguros de que superaremos 
esto juntos y cuando esta situación se termine estaremos bien posicionados para el 
futuro” dijo Gobernador Jared Polis.

El Gobernador anunció que el Estado tomará pasos para proporcionar alivio de 
ejecuciones, juicios hipotecarios, y terminaciones de servicios públicos. El Gobernador ha 
dicho que el Departamento para Agencias Regulatorias (DORA) necesita trabajar con 
instituciones financieras fletadas por el Estado para mitigar las dificultades presentados 
por juicios hipotecarios residenciales y comerciales. También está alentando bancos, 
uniones de crédito, y otras instituciones financieras proporcionando hipotecas 
residenciales o comerciales que siguen la dirección de la Agencia Federal de Financiación 
de Vivienda (FHFA en inglés) y paren ejecuciones y juicios hipotecarios debidos a 
disminuciones en ingresos como resultado del pandémico COVID-19. Adicionalmente, el 



Gobernador está solicitando que estas instituciones financieras proveen un aplazamiento 
de pagos por 90 días para préstamos consumidores, incluyendo hipotecas residenciales y 
comerciales, refinanciaciones, préstamos automotores, préstamos estudiantiles, y 
préstamos para pequeños negocios. El Estado también está solicitando que todos servicios 
públicos suspendan desconexiones para pagos residenciales y comerciales que son 
retrasados o perdidos.  

Adicionalmente, el Gobernador está pidiendo que propietarios dejen de expulsar 
inquilinos o dueños de casas móviles sin causa o como resultado de una demora en un 
pago de renta o violación menor hasta el 30 de abril, a menos que la seguridad pública 
este en juego. Finalmente, está solicitando que dueños y propietarios no den multas por 
retrasos en pagos de renta hasta el final de abril.

El Gobernador también está extendiendo la fecha límite para pagar impuestos de ingresos 
por 90 días hasta el 15 de julio, 2020 sin multas. Este paso es parecido a la extensión del 
Servicio Interno de Ingresos (IRS en inglés), pero aplica a cualquier pago relacionado a 
impuestos de ingresos, independientemente de la cantidad. Diferente al gobierno 
federal, el Estado no ha puesto ningún límite en la cantidad del impuesto que puede ser 
diferido. Adicionalmente, el Estado daría una extensión para contribuyentes que tienen 
que proveer pagos estimados en el 2020. El Gobernador también está encargando el 
Departamento de Ingresos (DOR) con la coordinación con gobiernos municipales que 
electan extender fechas límites para pagos de impuestos de propiedad, y ventas y uso.

El Gobernador también está dictando que la División de Seguros para Desempleo acelera 
pagos de reclamación durante el estado de emergencia. El Departamento de Labor y 
Empleo (CDLE) ha tenido una aumentación de diez veces en reclamaciones desde la 
semana pasada. Coloradenses pueden visitar www.coloradoui.gov para más información.

Además, el Gobernador anunció la creación del Consejo de Estabilización y Crecimiento 
Económico. Este grupo será compuesto de de profesionales de varias industria que 
servirán como asesores económicos al Gobernador durante esta situación. El ex-Alcalde 
de Denver y ex Secretarío Federal de Transportación Federico Peña encabezará el 
consejo.

Miembros incluyan:

Gary Arnold, Gerente Comercial, Denver Pipefitters

Deborah Jordy, Director Ejecutivo, Distrito de Facilidades de Ciencia y Cultura

Dick Monfort, Dueño/CEO, Colorado Rockies

Blair Richardson, CEO, Bow River Capital

Jim Crowe, Ex-CEO, Level 3 Communications



Brad Feld, Empresario, Co-Fundador Grupo Foundry, Co-Fundador Techstars

Dave Young, Tesorero Estatal

Cary Kennedy, Asesora de Política al Gobernador

Lauren Larsen, Oficina Estatal de Planificación y Presupuesto (OSPB)

Joe Barela, Departamento Estatal de Labor y Empleo (CDLE)

Rick Garcia, Departamento Estatal de Asuntos Locales (DOLA) 

Betsy Markey, Oficina Estatal de Desarrollo Económico y Comercio Global (OEDIT)

Adicionalmente, el Gobernador firmó un orden ejecutivo que permite a negocios con las 
licencias requeridas para vender o entregar bebidos alcohólicos cerrados si su cliente 
también compre comida. El orden también suspende el requisito de una examinación 
física para una tarjeta de identificación para marihuana medicinal para evitar la 
propagación del COVID-19. La prohibición de ventas en internet para tiendas de 
marihuana también está suspendida. Este orden tiene efecto hasta el 18 de abril, 2020. 
Para leer el orden ejecutivo, ve aquí.

Ayer, el Gobernador anunció que pequeños negocios impactados por COVID-19 ahora 
pueden solicitar préstamos hasta $2 millones como parte del programa para préstamos de 
emergencias de la Administración Federal de Pequeños Negocios (SBA en inglés). 
Pequeños negocios en todos los 64 condados del estado puedan aplicar para préstamos de 
SBA. El apoyo de SBA provee préstamos federales de bajo interés para capital funcional 
para pequeños negocios en Colorado que han realizado daños económicos debido a 
COVID-19. Fondos fueron apropiados del Federal Coronavirus Preparedness and Response 
Supplemental Appropriations Act. Para más información por favor visita el sitio de red de 
OEDIT.

Para ver la conferencia de prensa, visita la página de Facebook del Gobernador.

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    



Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/20/20
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 6:41:51 PM

A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/20/20

Governor

Denver Post: Editorial: Jails, prisons, courts must act to stop coronavirus spread
Gov. Jared Polis would be wise to develop policies for the state’s public and private 
prison and juvenile corrections facilities and to give those policies and guidelines to 
county jails.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/20/editorial-jails-prisons-courts-must-help-stop-
coronavirus-spread/

CPR: Why Isn’t Colorado Sheltering In Place Like Other States?
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis has — so far — resisted ordering a statewide shelter-in-place 
(like California and Illinois) or shutting down all nonessential businesses (like New York) 
to slow the spread of COVID-19. 

His stated rationale is based on economics.

The governor has taken extraordinary steps: closing bars, restaurants, schools, gyms, 
coffee shops, tattoo parlors, hair and nail salons. And he has restricted large gatherings 
of all kinds, in line with CDC recommendations.

So he clearly isn’t reluctant to shut down some businesses. But shoppers?

“What spreads this virus is not economic activity per se, it’s large congregations of 
people, and we’re looking at trying to target where those vectors could be,” said Polis 
at a Friday press conference. “At the same time, we want to ease restrictions on our 
economy where possible, without endangering public health.”
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/20/why-isnt-colorado-sheltering-in-place-like-other-
states/

CPR: Colorado Will Extend Unemployment Benefits, Loosen Rules — And Fix Its 
Website?
Some people are “absolutely getting through and registering,” Polis said on Friday, but 
he acknowledged that others aren’t. He encouraged people to try at off-hours, including 
late nights and early mornings.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/20/colorado-will-extend-unemployment-benefits-loosen-
rules-and-fix-its-website/

AP: Colorado governor sets economic measures amid virus outbreak
Polis insisted at a Capitol news conference his administration is ramping up efforts to 
salvage Colorado’s economy and ensure the state has the health infrastructure to 
confront the crisis, which will grow in coming weeks, and avoid what he called “a 
catastrophic breach” of that capacity.



https://apnews.com/f25fb74df7116305439390314b6ff43d

9 News: Polis announces measures aimed at combating economic impact of 
coronavirus
Gov. Jared Polis (D-Colorado) announced a series of executive orders and guidance to 
private businesses Friday that he said are aimed at combating the economic impacts of 
the novel coronavirus pandemic. 

Those include relief for mortgage, rent and utility payments for people who have lost 
their jobs due to previous orders aimed at promoting social distance to combat the 
spread of COVID-19.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/colorado-coronavirus-polis-
announcement-friday-march-20/73-d0a426b8-9d93-45cd-93c2-84912501ce91

CPR: Polis Announces Emergency Economic Advisory Council To Shepherd Colorado’s 
Post-Coronavirus Recovery
Gov. Jared Polis started his Friday news conference with a quick summary of where the 
state stands in its response to the novel coronavirus — including new executive actions — 
before he got down to brass tacks on what will be done to mitigate the pandemic’s 
economic impact.

For Coloradans looking to support restaurants whose dining rooms have been shut down 
to bolster social distancing, Polis had a sliver of good news.

“As we go through this process we want to make sure that our small businesses can 
support themselves,” he said. To that end, the governor said they suspend restrictions 
and will temporarily allow restaurants to sell alcohol for takeout or delivery.

Polis also said he hoped to avoid the need to issue a shelter-in-place order requiring 
residents to stay at home by getting most Coloradans to voluntarily to comply with 
advice guarding against congregating in large groups.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/20/polis-announces-emergency-economic-advisory-
council-to-shepherd-colorados-post-coronavirus-recovery/

Denver Post: Polis orders more financial support for Coloradans and businesses 
feeling coronavirus’ strain
Polis on Friday would not commit to a shelter-in-place order, even as some other 
communities — including the entire state of California — have taken steps to more 
tightly restrict movement. San Miguel County, home to Telluride, on Wednesday became 
the first Colorado county to give the order, which still allows people to get necessary 
groceries and take walks outside. The order prohibits all events with more than 10 
people, and directs all business activities in the county to cease “except for minimum 
basic operations and essential services.”
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/20/coronavirus-colorado-polis-financial-support/

Grand Junction Daily Sentinel: Polis acts on COVID-19 economic impacts
But while the governors of California and New York have issued stay-at-home orders, 
Polis didn’t take that step today. He said he’s monitoring what other states and 
countries other than the United States are doing. But in opting against following the 
path taken in California and New York at least for now, he cited steps he’s already taken 



in Colorado, including keeping people from gathering in groups larger than 10, and 
closing bars and restaurants and more recently other establishments including hair 
salons and tattoo parlors. He also said the state is trying to ease restrictions on the 
economy wherever possible without endangering public health.
chttps://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/polis-acts-on-covid--economic-
impacts/article_c0d605fe-6adb-11ea-86cd-eba4dbc071c5.html

FOX 31: Watch: Governor Polis provides update on coronavirus in Colorado
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/watch-live-governor-polis-provides-update-on-
coronavirus-in-colorado/

Denver Post: Colorado governor against corporate bailouts “because I’m not a 
socialist like Donald Trump”
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/20/colorado-polis-corporate-bailouts-trump-
socialism/

Vail Daily: Polis announces new measures to combat economic impact of coronavirus
https://www.vaildaily.com/news/watch-colorado-governor-jared-polis-gives-update-on-
coronavirus-response-2/

9news: Polis announces measures aimed at combating economic impact of 
coronavirus
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/colorado-coronavirus-polis-
announcement-friday-march-20/73-d0a426b8-9d93-45cd-93c2-84912501ce91

Denver Post: Colorado restaurants can now deliver alcohol along with to-go food
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis on Friday joined a growing number of states allowing 
restaurants to serve alcohol alongside food to-go or else deliver it with food orders 
during the eight-week coronavirus shutdown.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/20/restaurants-bars-alcohol-delivery-takeout-
denver-colorado-coronavirus/

Denver Post: 100,000 coronavirus tests expected at Denver airport in the coming 
days
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/20/coronavirus-tests-colorado-aytu-cory-
gardner/ 

Fox31: Watch: Governor Polis provides update on coronavirus in Colorado
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/watch-live-governor-polis-provides-update-on-
coronavirus-in-colorado/ 

KRDO: Gov. Jared Polis announces actions amid COVID-19 spread in Colorado
https://krdo.com/news/top-stories/2020/03/20/gov-jared-polis-speaks-on-covid-19-
status-in-colorado-march-20/ 

Denver Post: Arapahoe Basin laying off 430 seasonal employees after ski area closures 
extended
“This is a horrible time for Colorado. Gov. Polis has extended his Executive Order to 
keep ski areas closed through April 6,” Henceroth wrote. “There is no clear indication of 
when the ski area will re-open. It seems likely that we are still weeks away. While we 



have every intention of reopening The Basin, we have no idea when that will be.”

A-Basin and all other Colorado ski areas are closed until April 6 by order of Gov. Jared 
Polis.
https://theknow.denverpost.com/2020/03/20/arapahoe-basin-layoffs-
coronavirus/235860/

Denver Post: Estes Park mayor urges temporary closure of Rocky Mountain National 
Park
Jirsa urged Bernhardt to close the park temporarily, adding that if it was not possible, 
to “please reinstate fees and staff the gates.” His letter was copied to Gov. Jared Polis, 
Colorado’s two U.S. senators, Rep. Joe Neguse and Darla Sidles, superintendent of the 
park.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/20/estes-park-rocky-mountain-national-park-
closure-coronavirus/

CBS 4: Coronavirus In Colorado: Gov. Jared Polis Announces New Measures To Help 
Coloradans
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/20/polis-measures-coronavirus-colorado/

Colorado Politics: Oil and gas operators ask for a break from rulemaking by state 
commission
A coalition of small operators in the oil and gas industry Friday asked Gov. Jared Polis to 
pause rulemaking by the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission. 

The Small Operator Society, which represents 50 small and family-owned oil and gas 
operations across the state with about 7,000 wells, said that in a matter of days they 
faced a "double black swan" event: historic low prices for oil and gas, as well as the 
deadly novel coronavirus.

It's mean that producers are "already stretched thin and fighting for survival...We are on 
the brink of collapse," wrote Sam Bradley, the group's founder.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/coronavirus/oil-and-gas-operators-ask-for-a-break-
from-rulemaking/article_2846fd5e-6ad9-11ea-aacb-b362c414aea2.html

USA Today: Colorado governor signs college athlete name, image and likeness bill
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis on Friday signed a bill designed to help college athletes in the 
state profit off their names, images and likenesses.

The law is set to take effect Jan. 1, 2023, putting it on the same schedule as a law that 
California approved last fall. The Florida legislature last week sent a name, image and 
likeness bill to Gov. Ron DeSantis, who had announced his support for such a measure.
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/college/2020/03/20/colorado-governor-signs-
college-athlete-name-image-likeness-bill/2887481001/

DBJ: Colorado unemployment-benefit applications surge by more than 1,400% in one 
week
Officials at the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment said Friday afternoon that 
they had received more than 20,000 unemployment-benefit applications by the end of 
the day Thursday and expected that total to reach some 25,000 by the end of the day 



today. In comparison, the state received just 1,325 applications last week, even as Gov. 
Jared Polis officially declared a state of emergency in Colorado.

The rush of workers seeking some replacement for their usual paychecks caused the 
CDLE’s file-a-claim website to slow greatly at times, preventing benefit applications from 
being made. Polis said during a news conference Friday that workers who have been 
unable to register during peak afternoon hours should try again to file their claims late at 
night or early in the morning.
https://www.bizjournals.com/denver/news/2020/03/20/colorado-unemployment-
benefit-applications-surge.html

Denverite: Denver Health gets in-house coronavirus test, meaning results in 24 hours 
and safer frontline workers
As of 4 p.m. Friday, Denver had 67 known confirmed cases of COVID-19 with the total 
number of cases in Colorado reaching 363. Governor Jared Polis has said those numbers 
are significantly lower to the actual, unknown number of infected people in the state.
https://denverite.com/2020/03/20/denver-health-gets-in-house-coronavirus-test-
meaning-results-in-24-hours-and-safer-frontline-workers/

Colorado

Denver Post: 39 Coloradans set to return from Grand Princess cruise ship following 
coronavirus quarantine
The 39 passengers of the Grand Princess cruise ship have been under U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services quarantine since their ship docked in California on March 9. 
They were set to land at Denver International Airport on Friday afternoon via chartered 
plane and will be whisked away to their homes around the metro area to finish their 
self-quarantine.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/20/grand-princess-cruise-coronavirus-
quarantine-return-colorado/

Denver Post: Colorado confirms 86 more cases of coronavirus as total increases to 363
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/20/colorado-coronavirus-new-cases-friday/

U.S.

NPR: Do You Get Immunity After Recovering From A Case Of Coronavirus?
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/03/20/819038431/do-you-get-
immunity-after-recovering-from-a-case-of-coronavirus

The Atlantic: Here’s How Many People Have the Coronavirus in Your State
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/03/how-many-people-tested-sick-
coronavirus-covid-each-state-america/608413/

NYT: Coronavirus in N.Y.: ‘Deluge’ of Cases Begins Hitting Hospitals
New York State’s long-feared surge of coronavirus cases has begun, thrusting the 
medical system toward a crisis point.

In a startlingly quick ascent, officials reported on Friday that the state was closing in on 
8,000 positive tests, about half the cases in the country. The number was 10 times 



higher than what was reported earlier in the week.
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/20/nyregion/ny-coronavirus-hospitals.html

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: 3/20 RELEASE : Colorado welcomes home 39 Colorado passengers from the Grand Princess cruise ship
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 3:19:52 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Fri, Mar 20, 2020 at 3:11 PM
Subject: 3/20 RELEASE : Colorado welcomes home 39 Colorado passengers from the Grand
Princess cruise ship
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

INFORMACIÓN SEGUIDA EN ESPAÑOL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

Colorado welcomes home 39 Colorado passengers from the Grand Princess cruise 

ship

DENVER, March 20, 2020: The State of Colorado is welcoming home 39 cruise ship 
passengers who have been under U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) quarantine since their ship docked in California on March 9. 

As requested by Governor Jared Polis in a letter to HHS Secretary Alex Azar, all 
passengers returning to Colorado are asymptomatic at the time of travel. If 
passengers were symptomatic in any way, they remain in federal care and will not be 
returning to Colorado at this time.



The 39 Coloradans will fly into Denver International Airport on March 20 at 3:30 p.m. 
on private charter airplanes and will not enter the concourses or main terminal. 
They will return to their homes via private vehicle or state-provided private van and 
will continue to self-quarantine until they have been in quarantine for a full 14 days, 
which includes their time in federal quarantine. 

Forty-three Colorado residents were passengers on a Grand Princess cruise ship that 
docked at the Port of Oakland on March 9. Some passengers aboard the Grand 
Princess cruise ship experienced symptoms of COVID-19. Asymptomatic passengers 
have been in federal quarantine at the Dobbins Air Reserve Base, Marine Corps Air 
Station Miramar, and Travis Air Force base. 

Two of the 43 Coloradans will be returning on a different flight from Dobbins Air 
Reserve Base in Atlanta, Georgia. This flight has not yet been scheduled. An 
additional two passengers are currently symptomatic at Travis Air Force base and 
will be returning to Colorado at a later time.

Passenger demographics for the 43 Colorado passengers from the Grand Princess 
cruise ship:
In order to protect passenger privacy, we are not releasing individual information 
about any passengers.

The Coloradans will be returning to their homes in these cities: Aurora, 
Boulder, Castle Rock, Colorado Springs, Denver, Edwards, Ft. Collins, 
Greeley, Lakewood, Littleton, Longmont, Loveland, Westminster, 
Wheatridge, Windsor

Ages:

80s: 3

70s: 15

60s: 14

50s: 4

40s: 1

30s: 2



20s: 2

<18: 2

To respect and protect passenger privacy, we ask that members of the media do not 
stage at the airport before the flight arrives. In order to be accommodating, the 
state suggests that media who are planning to shoot do so after the passengers have 
left the airport. There will be a media staging area at the Signature Flight Support 
building at the Denver International Airport. There will be no official statement or 
opportunity for interviews. 

Continue to stay up to date by visiting covid19.colorado.gov.
 

###

Colorado le da la bienvenida a casa a 39 pasajeros de Colorado del Crucero Grand 
Princess.

DENVER, 20 de marzo del 2020: El Estado de Colorado le da la bienvenida a casa a 39 
pasajeros de crucero quienes han estado bajo cuarentena del Departamento de Salud y 
Servicios Humanos de los Estados Unidos (HHS) desde que su embarcación atracó en 
California el 9 de marzo.

Tal como lo requirió el Gobernador Jared Polis en una carta dirigida al Secretario del 
HHS Alex Azar, todos los pasajeros que regresan a Colorado no tienen síntomas al 
momento de viajar. Si los pasajeros tienen síntomas de cualquier índole, permanecerán 
bajo el cuidado federal y no regresarán a casa en este momento.

Los 39 habitantes de Colorado volarán al Aeropuerto internacional de Denver el 20 de 
marzo a las 3:30 p.m. en aviones particulares charters y no ingresarán a las salas de 
espera de equipaje o a la terminal principal. Regresarán a sus hogares vía vehículo 
privado o mediante una van privada proporcionada por el estado y continuarán en auto-
cuarentena hasta que hayan estado en cuarentena por unos 14 días completos, lo cual 
incluye su tiempo en la cuarentena federal.

Cuarenta y tres residentes de Colorado fueron pasajeros del Crucero Grand Princess 
que atracó en el Puerto de Oakland el 9 de marzo. Algunos pasajeros a bordo del 
crucero Grand Princess experimentaron síntomas del COVID-19. Los pasajeros que no 
presentaron síntomas han estado en cuarentena federal en la Base de la Reserva Aérea 
Dobbins, la estación Miramar de la Base Aérea de los Marine Corps, y en la Base Travis 
de la Fuerza Aérea.

Dos de los 43 habitantes de Colorado regresarán en un vuelo diferente desde la base 
Dobbins de la Reserva Aérea en Atlanta, Georgia. Este vuelo aún no tiene fecha 
asignada. Dos pasajeros adicionales tienen síntomas al día de hoy en la Base Travis de 
la Fuerza Aérea y regresarán a Colorado más tarde.



Información de los pasajeros:
Para proteger la privacidad, no estamos proporcionando información individual sobre 
ningún pasajero.

• Los habitantes de Colorado regresarán a sus hogares en estas ciudades: Aurora, 
Boulder, Castle Rock, Colorado Springs, Denver, Edwards, Ft. Collins, Greeley, 
Lakewood, Littleton, Longmont, Loveland, Westminster, Wheatridge, Windsor
• Edades:

◦ 80s: 3
◦ 70s: 15
◦ 60s: 14
◦ 50s: 4
◦ 40s: 1
◦ 30s: 2
◦ 20s: 2
◦ <18: 2

Para respetar y proteger la privacidad de los pasajeros, le pedimos a los miembros de 
los medios de comunicación que no presenten en el aeropuerto antes de que llegue el 
vuelo. Para ser complacientes, el estado sugiere que los medios de comunicación que 
estén planeando acudir, lo hagan después de que los pasajeros hayan partido del 
aeropuerto. Habrá un área organizada para los medios de comunicación en el edificio 
“Signature Flight Support” en el aeropuerto Internacional de Denver. No habrá ningún 
comunicado especial u oportunidad de entrevistas.

Actualizaciones covid19.colorado.gov.
 

###
 



From: ali.cox@state.co.us on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
To: Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle
Subject: Fwd: DIY Masks
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 2:15:29 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Soto - CDLE, Cristela <cristela.soto@state.co.us>
Date: Fri, Mar 20, 2020 at 11:21 AM
Subject: DIY Masks
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>

Not sure if you'll read this because I'm sure your busy with all of the COVID-19 issues.  

I wanted to know if it is possible to help make cotton masks at home for our local hospitals? 
 Someone said they had issues getting elastic.  I would like to know if this is something you
can help our community to help with.  If our elastic is not stocked, maybe hospitals can cut off
the elastics on the current masks and we can wash them and attach them to homemade masks. 
I have a sewing machine and can help when I'm not processing unemployment claims.

Thoughts?

Thank you,

Cristela Soto
L&E II
Claims Processing 4

We Keep Colorado Working.

P (303) 318-9018 x83873
251 E 12th Ave, Denver, CO 80203
Cristela.Soto@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdle



From: ali.cox@state.co.us on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
To: Kacey Wulff - GOVOffice; Elisabeth Arenales - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Essential Business
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 2:14:31 PM
Attachments: Governor Colorado.pdf

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Tyler Laughlin <TylerLaughlin@acli.com>
Date: Fri, Mar 20, 2020 at 2:06 PM
Subject: Essential Business
To: Tyler Laughlin <TylerLaughlin@acli.com>
Cc: michael.conway@state.co.us <michael.conway@state.co.us>

Governor,

 

I hope this note finds you healthy and safe.  Please see the attached letter from our President and
CEO, Susan Neely.

 

Please know that we stand ready to serve as a resource for you and your staff should the need
arise.

 

Get Cornonavirus updates at acli.com/covid19

Tyler Laughlin, Regional Vice President, State Relations
(202) 624-2453 t  (405) 684-1103 m  
tylerlaughlin@acli.com

    

American Council of Life Insurers
acli.com 101 CONSTITUTION AVENUE, NW, SUITE 700, WASHINGTON, DC 20001-2133

This message, and any attachments to it, are from ACLI and are intended only for the addressee. Information
contained herein is confidential, privileged and exempt from disclosure pursuant to applicable federal or state law. If
the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use, dissemination, distribution,
copying or communication of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please
notify the sender immediately by return email and delete the message and any attachments. Thank you.



From: Tyler Laughlin on behalf of Tyler Laughlin <TylerLaughlin@acli.com>
To: Tyler Laughlin
Cc: michael.conway@state.co.us
Subject: Essential Business
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 2:09:49 PM
Attachments: Governor Colorado.pdf

Governor,
 
I hope this note finds you healthy and safe.  Please see the attached letter from our President and
CEO, Susan Neely.
 
Please know that we stand ready to serve as a resource for you and your staff should the need
arise.
 

Get Cornonavirus updates at acli.com/covid19

Tyler Laughlin, Regional Vice President, State Relations
(202) 624-2453 t  (405) 684-1103 m  
tylerlaughlin@acli.com

    

American Council of Life Insurers
acli.com 101 CONSTITUTION AVENUE, NW, SUITE 700, WASHINGTON, DC 20001-2133

This message, and any attachments to it, are from ACLI and are intended only for the addressee. Information
contained herein is confidential, privileged and exempt from disclosure pursuant to applicable federal or state law. If
the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use, dissemination, distribution,
copying or communication of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please
notify the sender immediately by return email and delete the message and any attachments. Thank you.



From: Angelides - GOVOffice, Eleni on behalf of Angelides - GOVOffice, Eleni <eleni.angelides@state.co.us>
To: Marlon Reis - GOVOffice; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Call with Governor Polis and First Gentleman Reis at 6:15 PM (MT) TODAY
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 1:32:47 PM

FYI Marlon! 

--
Eleni Angelides
Deputy Director of Scheduling & 
Advisor to First Gentleman Reis

200 E Colfax, Room 136 | Denver, CO 80203
eleni.angelides@state.co.us | https://www.colorado.gov/governor/
Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Angelides - GOVOffice, Eleni <eleni.angelides@state.co.us>
Date: Fri, Mar 20, 2020 at 1:18 PM
Subject: Call with Governor Polis and First Gentleman Reis at 6:15 PM (MT) TODAY
To: Apryl Steele <asteele@ddfl.org>

Hello,
 
Reaching out to invite you to a phone call with Governor Polis and First Gentleman 
Marlon Reis tonight, March 20th from 6:15pm - 6:45pm. They would like to discuss 
the impact of COVID-19 and ways the State can partner with you. We will have 
representatives from CDA on the line. We will begin by hearing their updates, and 
move it over to a brief Q&A which we will prompt and instruct on the phone. 
 
The conference line is: 605-313-5394; Pin: 862191#
 
Let me know if you have any questions. This invite is NOT transferable.
 
Thank you for your collaboration during this time.

 
Best,
Eleni Angelides
--
Eleni Angelides
Deputy Director of Scheduling & 
Advisor to First Gentleman Reis



200 E Colfax, Room 136 | Denver, CO 80203
eleni.angelides@state.co.us | https://www.colorado.gov/governor/
Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: For Immediate Release: Colorado Takes Further Action to Address Public Health Threat of COVID-19
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 12:26:11 PM

MEDIA ADVISORY
Wednesday, March 18, 2020
Shelby Wieman|shelby.wieman@state.co.us |303-957-6011

Colorado Takes Further Action to Address 

Public Health Threat of COVID-19
State extends suspension of downhill ski operations, limits gatherings to no more than 

10 people, suspends in-person learning in public & private schools

DENVER - Today Governor Jared Polis provided an update on the state’s response to 
COVID-19 and announced new executive actions to protect the health and safety of 
Coloradans. Earlier today at a news conference, Governor Polis announced the launch of 
the Help Colorado Now effort where Coloradans can donate or volunteer, as well as the 
Colorado COVID Relief Fund, which has already raised nearly $3 million to help 
Coloradans impacted by the coronavirus. 

“We are acting boldly and swiftly together to protect the health and safety of all 
Coloradans. The science and data tells us this will get worse before it gets better,” 
said Governor Jared Polis. “We are in this together and the state is taking the 
necessary actions to slow the spread of this disease.”

The Governor signed an executive order suspending in-person learning in public and 
private schools across the state from March 23 to April 17. The executive order directs 
Colorado school districts and the Charter School Institute to make every effort to provide 
alternative learning opportunities during this time while taking into account the needs of 
local communities. This order also directs the Commissioner of Education to issue 
guidance to support P-12 school systems in developing and implementing plans to assist 
families and students in accessing alternative learning, providing free and reduced lunch 
and breakfast, and offering waivers for instructional time as appropriate. Click here to 
read. 

“Protecting the health of all Coloradoans is our top priority, and moving to online 
learning and other ways to support learning at home is absolutely the right thing to 
do,” said Education Commissioner Katy Anthes. “We know school leaders, educators 
and families will have a lot of questions about how to support their students’ learning 
at home during this unprecedented time. The department is working on guidance and 
developing resources to support our schools and students, and it will be available 
very soon.”



The Governor also announced that he would be extending the suspension of downhill ski 
area operations through April 6. COVID-19 has spread throughout many mountain 
communities where ski resorts are located and this is a necessary step to help slow the 
spread of the virus. Last week, the Governor issued an executive order suspending ski 
area operations until March 22. Click here to read the order. 

In accordance with CDC guidelines, the Colorado Department of Public Health also issued 
a public health order prohibiting gatherings of 10 or more people. Gatherings include 
community, civic, public, leisure, faith-based events, sporting events with spectators, 
concerts, conventions, fundraisers, parades, fairs, festivals or any similar event that 
brings 10 or more people together. Click here to read. 

Coloradans can donate or sign up to volunteer at  www.HelpColoradoNow.org. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Updated: For Immediate Release: Colorado Takes Further Action to Address Public Health Threat of COVID-19
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 12:26:10 PM

For Immediate Release
Thursday, March 19, 2020
Shelby Wieman|shelby.wieman@state.co.us |303-957-6011

Colorado Takes Further Action to Address 

Public Health Threat of COVID-19
State extends suspension of downhill ski operations, limits gatherings to no more than 

10 people, suspends in-person learning in public & private schools

DENVER - Today Governor Jared Polis provided an update on the state’s response to 
COVID-19 and announced new executive actions to protect the health and safety of 
Coloradans. Earlier today at a news conference, Governor Polis announced the launch of 
the Help Colorado Now effort where Coloradans can donate or volunteer, as well as the 
Colorado COVID Relief Fund, which has already raised nearly $3 million to help 
Coloradans impacted by the coronavirus. 

“We are acting boldly and swiftly together to protect the health and safety of all 
Coloradans. The science and data tells us this will get worse before it gets better,” 
said Governor Jared Polis. “We are in this together and the state is taking the 
necessary actions to slow the spread of this disease.”

The Governor signed an executive order suspending in-person learning in public and 
private schools across the state from March 23 to April 17. The executive order directs 
Colorado school districts and the Charter School Institute to make every effort to provide 
alternative learning opportunities during this time while taking into account the needs of 
local communities. This order also directs the Commissioner of Education to issue 
guidance to support P-12 school systems in developing and implementing plans to assist 
families and students in accessing alternative learning, providing free and reduced lunch 
and breakfast, and offering waivers for instructional time as appropriate. Click here to 
read. 

“Protecting the health of all Coloradoans is our top priority, and moving to online 
learning and other ways to support learning at home is absolutely the right thing to 
do,” said Education Commissioner Katy Anthes. “We know school leaders, educators 
and families will have a lot of questions about how to support their students’ learning 
at home during this unprecedented time. The department is working on guidance and 
developing resources to support our schools and students, and it will be available 
very soon.”



The Governor also announced that he would be extending the suspension of downhill ski 
area operations through April 6. COVID-19 has spread throughout many mountain 
communities where ski resorts are located and this is a necessary step to help slow the 
spread of the virus. Last week, the Governor issued an executive order suspending ski 
area operations until March 22. Click here to read the order. 

In accordance with CDC guidelines, the Colorado Department of Public Health also issued 
a public health order prohibiting gatherings of more than 10 people. Gatherings include 
community, civic, public, leisure, faith-based events, sporting events with spectators, 
concerts, conventions, fundraisers, parades, fairs, festivals or any similar event that 
brings more than 10 people together. Click here to read. **This has been updated with a 
new link to the public health order. This makes clear that municipal legislative functions 
are exempted and municipal and county buildings used for essential government 
functions are also exempt.

Coloradans can donate or sign up to volunteer at  www.HelpColoradoNow.org. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Soto - CDLE, Cristela on behalf of Soto - CDLE, Cristela <cristela.soto@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: DIY Masks
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 11:21:22 AM

Not sure if you'll read this because I'm sure your busy with all of the COVID-19 issues.  

I wanted to know if it is possible to help make cotton masks at home for our local hospitals? 
 Someone said they had issues getting elastic.  I would like to know if this is something you
can help our community to help with.  If our elastic is not stocked, maybe hospitals can cut off
the elastics on the current masks and we can wash them and attach them to homemade masks. 
I have a sewing machine and can help when I'm not processing unemployment claims.

Thoughts?

Thank you,

Cristela Soto
L&E II
Claims Processing 4

We Keep Colorado Working.

P (303) 318-9018 x83873
251 E 12th Ave, Denver, CO 80203
Cristela.Soto@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdle



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: 3/20 RELEASE: State health department sending testing resources to communities throughout Colorado
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 10:43:41 AM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Fri, Mar 20, 2020 at 9:58 AM
Subject: 3/20 RELEASE: State health department sending testing resources to communities
throughout Colorado
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media info@state.co.us 

 
 

State health department sending testing resources to communities throughout 
Colorado

Drive-through testing site will be open in Salida on Saturday

DENVER, March 20, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) is sending testing resources to specific communities that have not yet had 
testing that will yield vital information about how the disease is spreading. CDPHE is 
also strongly advising the public: If you have symptoms (fever, cough, and shortness 
of breath), don’t wait for a test to self-isolate.

The State is expanding testing to include a temporary drive-through site at the Chaffee 
County Fairgrounds at 10165 County Road 120, Salida, CO on Saturday, March 21. The 
Colorado National Guard and Chaffee County Public Health are supporting these 
efforts. Chaffee County residents who are symptomatic and have a doctor’s order can 
show up between noon and 4 p.m. for the test. 

People who come to be tested should know and do the following: 

Testing is free. Proof of insurance is not required. 

Bring a written or electronic copy of the doctor’s order. Individuals should not go 
to their doctor’s office but should call to get an emailed or faxed copy of the 
order. Bring a form of photo ID (driver’s license, school ID, work badge, etc.) that 
matches the name on the doctor’s order. 



If there are multiple people in one vehicle, each person to be tested must have 
their own doctor’s order.

The first 100 people in the queue will have access to the drive-up testing; 
all other vehicles that arrive after that will be encouraged to seek testing 
from a private provider. Always call ahead and speak with the health care 
facility in advance before going there for testing or treatment.

Individuals will drive through a secured area and will remain in their vehicles 
throughout the entire testing process. 

Be prepared for long wait times. No restrooms will be available. Bring water and 
other items to be comfortable while waiting. 

Telephonic interpretation will be available for speakers of other languages. 
 
CDPHE also plans to send testing resources to other locations next week. CDPHE is 
prioritizing testing in areas that have not been highly tested to better understand 
where the disease is occurring and respond. These sites will serve high-risk patients 
who have been pre-selected by area health care providers. They will not accept walk-
up or drive-up patients. 

The state health department is also strongly advising that if you have mild symptoms, 
stay home and avoid contact with others. Call your health care provider only if your 
illness becomes more severe, especially if you are experiencing shortness of breath. If 
you have a medical emergency, call 911 and tell the dispatcher your symptoms. People 
who are not at high risk of severe illness may not need to be evaluated in person or 
tested for COVID-19. Not everyone with symptoms will be tested right away. 

If you have mild symptoms, suspect you were exposed, and are either unable to get 
tested or waiting on test results:

Please stay home and isolate yourself until:

You have had no fever for at least 72 hours (without the use of medicine) 
AND

Other symptoms (cough, shortness of breath) have improved AND

At least 7 days have passed since your symptoms first appeared.



Anyone in your household you have had close contact with (within six feet for 
approximately 10 minutes) should self-quarantine for 14 days, even if you haven’t 
been tested for COVID-19.

Continue to stay up to date by visiting covid19.colorado.gov.
 

###



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Updated: Media Advisory: Gov. Polis to Provide Update on State’s Response to COVID-19
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 8:38:55 AM

MEDIA ADVISORY
Friday, March 20, 2020
Shelby Wieman |shelby.wieman@state.co.us |303-957-6011

Gov. Polis to Provide Update on State’s Response to COVID-
19

DENVER - Gov. Polis will provide an update on how the state is responding to support 
Coloradans in response to COVID-19.

WHO: Gov. Jared Polis 
WHERE: State Capitol, West Foyer.  

WHEN: Friday, March 20, 2020
10:45 a.m.

Please RSVP to shelby.wieman@state.co.us
 The news conference will be live-streamed from the Governor’s Facebook page. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Media Advisory: Gov. Polis to Provide Update on State’s Response to COVID-19
Date: Friday, March 20, 2020 8:02:04 AM

MEDIA ADVISORY
Friday, March 20, 2020
Shelby Wieman |shelby.wieman@state.co.us |303-957-6011

Gov. Polis to Provide Update on State’s Response to COVID-
19

DENVER - Gov. Polis will provide an update on how the state is responding to support 
Coloradans in response to COVID-19.

WHO:         Gov. Jared Polis   
        
WHERE:    State Capitol, West Foyer.  

WHEN:     Friday, March 20, 2020
        10:00 a.m.

Please RSVP to conor.cahill@state.co.us 
 The news conference will be live-streamed from the Governor’s Facebook page. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    

-- 
Shelby Wieman
Deputy Press Secretary

C: 303.957.6011
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
shelby.wieman@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.





From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/19/20
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 10:10:18 PM

A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/19/20

Governor

Meet the Press: Polis: 'I'm not a socialist like Donald Trump'
Gov. of Colorado Jared Polis tells Chuck that he does not support bailing out 
corporations because, "I'm not a socialist like Donald Trump."
https://www.msnbc.com/mtp-daily/watch/polis-i-m-not-a-socialist-like-donald-trump-
80992837551

Denver Post: Polis suspends all nonessential medical procedures in Colorado, extends 
restaurant and bar closure to April 30
In response to the coronavirus outbreak, Gov. Jared Polis has ordered the suspension of 
all “nonessential” surgeries and medical procedures in Colorado in order to free up 
equipment, including ventilators and personal protection items for staff.

An executive order he signed Thursday requires this suspension to run from March 23 to 
April 14 for all facilities other than rural and critical-access hospitals, for which the 
order’s timeline is indefinite.

“This includes all voluntary or elective surgeries or procedures, whether medical, 
dental, or veterinary,” a news release from the governor’s office stated.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/19/coronavirus-hospital-procedures-restaurant-
bar-closure-colorado/

CPR: Polis Bans Haircuts, Massages, Elective Surgeries And More As COVID-19 Fight 
Wages On
Haircuts, tattoos, massages and manicures are all the latest victims of the coronavirus.

The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment added them on Thursday to 
an existing order that's closed restaurants, bars, theaters, and more across the state. 
That order was also extended through April 30.

Separately, Gov. Jared Polis issued a new executive order Thursday temporarily 
suspending elective surgeries and other non-emergency medical procedures. In that 
order, Polis said any procedure that can be delayed “without risk to the current or 
future health of the patient” would fall under his order and be prohibited from March 
23 to April 14.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/19/polis-bans-haircuts-massages-elective-surgeries-and-
more-as-covid-19-fight-wages-on/

Westword: COVID-19 Update: Polis Extends Closures for Ski Areas, Schools
https://www.westword.com/news/covid-19-update-polis-extends-closures-for-colorado-
ski-areas-schools-11668728



Denver 7: Feds approve Colorado small business disaster loan program ask; Denver 
announces initial biz relief
Gov. Jared Polis announced Thursday that the Small Business Administration had granted 
disaster relief for small business loans in Colorado under the SBA’s Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan Program – something he had said he was seeking from the federal 
government in recent days.
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/coronavirus/feds-approve-colorado-small-
business-disaster-loan-program-ask-denver-announces-initial-biz-relief

Denver Post: The Spot: Coronavirus changes almost everything; Hickenlooper ethics 
hearing delayed
It was two weeks ago to the day that the governor announced the state’s first two 
known cases of the coronavirus. Don’t panic, Jared Polis said at a news conference. He 
was asked whether Coloradans should change their daily routines. “I don’t plan on 
changing mine,” he said.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/19/the-spot-coronavirus-changes-almost-
everything/

9 News: Denver mayor says shelter-in-place should be on regional rather than city 
level if it happens
Hancock emphasized he'd rather see a lockdown like the one occurring in California's San 
Francisco Bay area occur on a regional level rather than simply within city boundaries. 

“I have spoken to the governor and it’s also part of his toolbox of remedies or 
responses," Hancock said. 
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/denver-update-corornavirus-
thursday-march-19/73-ff734e4c-accd-4b32-8b29-ef2f54b89081

Colorado

Denver Post: 2 new coronavirus-related deaths reported in Colorado as confirmed 
cases rise to 277
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/19/coronavirus-third-death-el-paso-county/

Denver Post: Colorado distilleries switch to making hand sanitizer, and they’re giving 
it away free
https://theknow.denverpost.com/2020/03/19/distilleries-making-hand-sanitizer-
colorado-spirit-hound/235740/

Denver Post: First-in-Colorado medical marijuana delivery coming to Boulder this 
spring
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/19/medical-marijuana-delivery-boulder/

U.S.

NYT: Younger Adults Make Up Big Portion of Coronavirus Hospitalizations in U.S.
New C.D.C. data shows that nearly 40 percent of patients sick enough to be hospitalized 
were age 20 to 54. But the risk of dying was significantly higher in older people.
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/18/health/coronavirus-young-people.html



Washington Post: Younger adults are large percentage of coronavirus hospitalizations 
in United States, according to new CDC data
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/03/19/younger-adults-are-large-
percentage-coronavirus-hospitalizations-united-states-according-new-cdc-data/

NYT: Coronavirus Ravages 7 Members of a Single Family, Killing 4
The matriarch of the large New Jersey family died Wednesday night without ever 
knowing that her two oldest children had died before her.
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/18/nyregion/new-jersey-family-coronavirus.html

CNN: FDA: Those who donate blood "are contributing immeasurably"
The FDA is urging Americans to donate blood, saying those who do "are contributing 
immeasurably to the public health of our nation."
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-outbreak-03-19-20-intl-
hnk/index.html

NBC News: Coronavirus: State Department warns Americans not to travel
The U.S. State Department raised the global travel advisory Thursday to Level 4: Do Not 
Travel, citing the coronavirus pandemic.
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/coronavirus-state-department-raise-travel-
warnings-americans-n1164021

Dayton Daily News: Coronavirus: First possible Ohio death reported; order to expand 
telehealth health services
DeWine will sign an executive order expanding access to medical and behavioral health 
services through telehealth.

The services will allow people to speak to a healthcare professional and receive 
treatment remotely.The order will keep people from having to leave their homes for 
medical care, protecting patients and healthcare providers from risking the spread of 
coronavirus.It will also take pressure off emergency rooms and urgent care centers.
https://www.daytondailynews.com/news/local/coronavirus-119-cases-confirmed-ohio-
dewine-give-update/2MdsRTiKYw83jlSyIwepOL/

NPR: People With Mild Symptoms Can Spread Coronavirus, European Researchers 
Warn
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/03/19/818318555/people-with-mild-
symptoms-can-be-coronavirus-spreaders-european-researchers-warn

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Phil Angelides (RCI) on behalf of Phil Angelides (RCI) <phil@riverviewci.com>
To: @state.co.us; jared@jaredpolis.com; eleni.angelides@state.co.us
Subject: Fw: Follow up to my discussion with the Governor
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 9:54:48 PM
Attachments: Fw First look at what Govs have done
Importance: High

Now to the Governor's correct state email!

 
 
Phil Angelides

3301 C Street, Suite 1000, 2nd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95816
916-448-1998
 

From: Phil Angelides (RCI)
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2020 7:51 PM
To: jared@state.co.us; Jared Polis; eleni.angelides@state.co.us
Subject: Follow up to my discussion with the Governor
 
Eleni –
                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Please pass this email along to the Governor. Let me know that you got this email/attachment.
 

 
Governor –
 
It was good to speak with you on Tuesday. I wish you all the best as you grapple with the enormous challenges
which your state and the rest of nation are facing.
 
As a follow up to our conversation, please see below a brief summary of some thoughts on possible areas of
action/focus on the economic/financial front - keeping in mind the primary role of the federal government and the
fiscal limitations faced by states, which constraints will of course become greater as state revenues decline
significantly and budgetary obligations expand. In putting the below together, I’ve reviewed various papers and
spoke with some folks I respect including, among others, UT Professor Jamie Galbraith (college classmate), Wendy
Edelberg (former ED of the Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission and now Deputy at the CBO for macro-economic
matters), and the Center for American Progress (CAP) economic team. I have a couple of more calls out and will
add to the below if folks provide some new thoughts of value. The CAP team and I would be happy to get together
with you/your key staff to further discuss potential areas where you could take action.
 
In putting together the below, I’ve reviewed – as best I can – what you’ve done over the last 2 weeks. I noted that
among other things, you’ve taken action on childcare (good move - I forwarded your press release to my eldest
daughter Megan who heads up a regional childcare coalition in Central Oregon), establishing a relief fund, and
extending paid sick leave to critical sectors. While I’ve tried to get up to speed,  you may have already acted in
some of the below areas or already intending to do so.
 



So here’s a very brief summary of some ideas:
 

1)      Unemployment Insurance – It’s obviously critical to get money into the hands of those who are laid off or
whose hours are reduced. I would recommend, if not already done or in process, eliminating waiting
periods; eliminating job search requirements or other bars to immediate relief; covering seasonal workers;
and providing pro-rata UI relief (perhaps for a limited period of 90-120 days to start/extendable as needed
and financially feasible) to folks who are still employed part-time but whose hours have been cut back by
more than X%.

 
2)      Economic Security/Stabilization – Consistent with the scale of the emergency, invoke police powers at the

state level or work cooperatively with local jurisdictions to do so, to the extent legally permissible, to a)
freeze rents; b) stay evictions (except in the case of public safety, violent behavior, etc.); c) freeze
foreclosures; and d) freeze debt collection (to the extent of state authority) – all for a limited period of
time, perhaps 30 or 60 days to start. I recognize that these policies will burden landlords/creditors but we
are in extraordinary times. In addition, you should convene a high level task force/appoint a czar – perhaps
in coordination with the AG – to enforce anti-price gouging measures and to police financial and other
scams that proliferate during these kinds of crises.
 

3)      State Tax Deferrals, Coupled with Revenue Anticipation Notes – The state should move to defer
payments of a) 2019 state tax liabilities and b) 2020 estimated tax payments for a period of perhaps 60-90
days for individuals/joint filers with incomes of less than $X and businesses of less than a certain size. In
addition, consider reducing withholding requirements for the next 90 days or so for paychecks of less than
$X per month. Obviously the above can only be done to the extent allowed by the state’s cash flow. To
bridge the financial gap, float either Revenue Anticipation Notes or Warrants at today’s historically low
interest rates (assuming the market is functioning) or, along with other Governors, approach the Fed to
open a no-interest loan window to lend to states against future revenues (see also #7 below).
 

4)      Securing the Supply Chain –As of now, supply chains are holding up, but they remain at risk. If there are
disruptions in the supply chain for critical goods, the economic/social consequences would be grave. While
this matter should be the responsibility of the federal government, clearly the Trump administration
cannot be counted on to do its job. You should consider appointing a high level team or tasking your
emergency response folks with pro-actively monitoring the supply chain and taking appropriate action if
needed. Particular attention should be paid to making sure that front line workers engaged in essential
areas (grocery stores, pharmacies, trucking, deliveries, etc.) are provided with the health/safety
protections they need to stay on the job; working with employers to provide clear assurances that critical
workers will be kept on the job and paid; and being prepared to mobilize the National Guard/other state
resources if needed to maintain the integrity of the essential goods supply chain. Corollary note: why are
we not taking the temperatures of all folks going to grocery stores, other essential outlets to protect
essential workers and to isolate sick people? Additional note: Jamie Galbraith reminded me that during
WWII, FDR established the Office of Price Administration and Civilian Supply of which his father, John
Kenneth Galbraith, was Deputy Director- their charge was to ensure the integrity of the supply chain and to
ensure reasonable pricing.

 
5)      Small Business Assistance – Given the magnitude and immediacy of the downturn, it’s going to be tough

for the state to stabilize many small businesses. But I do think that the State can help businesses who are
experiencing a moderate downturn (vs. those experiencing a free fall)  in a couple of ways. First of all, to
the extent that you have some funds available, consider entering into a partnership with financial
institutions, particularly local banks and CDFIs, to expand their ability to extend credit at today’s low
interest rates to help business get through the next few months. One model for this effort would be the
California Capital Access Program that I ran as Treasurer – we helped banks make loans to about 4,000
small businesses by matching/increasing the lending institution’s loan loss reserves, enabling them to



reach borrowers who otherwise could not obtain credit (since I left office, the program was expanded to
also provide collateral support).  Secondly, the state can play a pro-active role in helping small businesses
navigate whatever resources are available at the federal and state level. In the last several days, a number
of small business folks in Sacramento have called me – just because they know I have some familiarity with
public programs – to ask about what kind of federal and state assistance there might be, to understand
what’s in the new federal legislation, etc. You should consider an ombudsman approach on this issue – not
setting false expectations as to miracle results, but undertaking an earnest, visible effort to help small
businesses through the maze to get to what resources are available.

 
6)      Accelerating Capital Projects – You should direct all state agencies, local agencies, and school districts to

accelerate the environmental review, design, and approval of already funded capital projects so that as
many projects as possible can be lifted off as soon as possible once working conditions allow construction
to fully resume. Also, you should consider proposing a major infrastructure initiative to be funded by bonds
to meet critical state needs once conditions have hopefully stabilized. And you should put someone in
charge of pushing projects along and clearing out unwarranted roadblocks to getting projects underway
(this can be done, consistent with environmental responsibility – just takes focus). This economy will need
as big a push as we can give it.

 
7)      Mobilize Governors to Seek Federal Aid to States – As you know, Colorado and states and localities

around the nation will soon face a fiscal crisis as revenues dive down and budgetary obligations shoot up.
Sales taxes and income taxes will head down immediately (in CA, $130mm of general fund revenues of
$144 mm comes from those 2 sources), while the capital gains hit is likely to occur next year. Even
California’s vaunted $20 billion rainy day fund could dissipate in a matter of months. In a steep downturn,
neither cutting state/local spending nor raising taxes is helpful to the economy (although raising taxes on
the highest earners is the least bad option, but doing so would be insufficient by itself to balance budgets).
It’s vital to the economy that state and local spending not contract, further crippling the economy – the
failure to measurably help states during the Great Recession deepened the economic downturn and
impeded/slowed the recovery. Accordingly, you should consider taking a lead in mobilizing Governors (at
least Democratic ones) to press Congress, and particularly Democrats, to include substantial aid to the
states beyond what has been enacted to date to not only meet immediate, urgent needs but to stabilize
budgets over the next couple of years. Doing so would be one of the most meaningful stimulus measures
Washington could enact.

 
In addition to the above, I have one final idea, not for implementation now but for when the situation has
stabilized. A central focus of my tenure as Treasurer was to increase the levels of investment by the State’s
investment fund and by CalPERS and CalSTRS in the California economy, principally through our real estate and
alternative investment portfolios (as opposed to the public securities portfolios, which are largely indexed) and
principally in areas such as urban infill development and renewable energy/environmental technologies where the
funds could achieve risk adjusted returns and have a positive economic/societal impact. While there was resistance
by some on the basis that we were engaged in “social investing”, we worked closely with the professional
investment staff to fashion initiatives that met the dual goals of returns and impact (as I told my staff, let’s be
aggressive on the policy and conservative on the underwriting to ensure success). Importantly, we didn’t drive at
the pension funds politically – one reason I succeeded here, where other officeholders failed,  is that I/my team
had the business/investment skills to work with the investment staff (they had to be pushed, but were pushed on
the basis of facts, investment opportunity). You’ve got the smarts/capability to do this well and the network to
bring good minds to bear on the issue. You should consider creating something like the Colorado Resurgence
Investment Initiative within Colorado PERA, once there is stabilization and likely some attractive opportunities to
rebuild businesses and sectors of Colorado’s economy. I’d be happy to assist on this front if you are interested (is
Cary still on your team? – when she was Treasurer, we visited on this matter).
 
I hope the above is helpful to you. If I have additional ideas, I will be in touch.  Please let me know how I can be



helpful going forward.
 
All the best,
 
Phil
 
P.S. Please see attached an email from the CAP team, listing some of the actions various states have taken to date
in response to the crisis (the list still being fleshed out/states are taking  more actions, as you have). They produced
this quickly in response to my discussions with them re: your request for ideas.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phil Angelides

3301 C Street, Suite 1000, 2nd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95816
916-448-1998
 
 
 



From: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO on behalf of Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>
To: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO
Subject: Follow-Up - 3/19 Governors Briefing with the President & Vice President on COVID-19
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 7:41:54 PM
Attachments: Contact Information - FEMA Regional Administrators & Deputy Regional Administrators.pdf

FEMA Fact Sheet - Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic Eligible Emergency Protective Measures.pdf
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Governors and Governors’ Senior Staff,

 

Thank you for joining today’s briefing call with President Donald J. Trump and Vice
President Mike Pence on the all-of-America approach to respond to, prepare for, and
mitigate the effects of COVID-19.

 

The leadership of governors, mayors, county commissioners, and tribal officials is vital
for effective emergency management. Emergency management in America is locally-
executed, State-managed, and Federally-supported, which allows for innovative
solutions to be identified at the local and State level for the majority of issues. The
Federal government helps scale best practices, coordinates key priorities, and provides
regulatory flexibilities and key resources to supplement, but not replace private sector,
local, and state resources.

 

On the call, Federal leaders stressed that local leaders need to work with State leaders.
Participants also discussed the importance of connectivity to healthcare providers and
their associated supply chains to create a clear dashboard of all the key resources in
each community and across each State. Several States have worked diligently to pull-
together all of the key stakeholders in their State to have a coordinated, innovative,
solution-focused supply management ecosystem.

 

The President, Vice President, and Dr. Birx urged State, local, and tribal leaders to
regularly highlight the 15 Days to Slow the Spread community mitigation guidance
established by the CDC. Participants discussed the historic actions taken by the Federal



government to support State, local, and private sector leaders, including invoking the
Defense Production Act to facilitate distribution of critical equipment and supplies as
needed; waiving unnecessary regulations; urging the postponement of elective medical
procedures and appointments that leads to the preservation of key medical supplies;
deploying our two Naval Hospital ships to cities along both coasts; and supporting
small businesses and American workers.

 

The President and Vice President applauded specific Governors for driving innovative
solutions to this unprecedented challenge, including implementing best practices in
scaling testing, conserving key resources, communicating with local and tribal officials,
waiving state regulatory barriers, and utilizing established emergency management
structures to ensure coordinated efforts and communications across all levels of
government.

 

Since January 2020, the Trump Administration has held nearly 50 briefings with over
30,000 State, local, and tribal leaders in every State and territory in the Nation.
Leaders at every level of government and the private sector are working to bend the
curve. One fight, one American team!

 

Below, you will find additional information mentioned on today’s call and resources to
follow-up.

 

Contact Information – FEMA Regional Administrators

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) activated the National Response
Coordination Center (NRCC) 24/7, and they are readying 50+ teams to deploy across
the U.S. to activate their emergency operations centers and address the threat.
Emergency management in America is locally-executed, State-managed, and Federally
supported, which allows for innovative solutions to be identified at the local and State
level for the majority of issues.
·         Action for Governors: We ask that all Federal requests be formally communicated by

your State emergency manager to your FEMA Regional Administration – this is the same
process as natural disasters (e.g., hurricane recovery, flood recovery, tornado recovery,
etc.). Attached is the contact information for your FEMA Regional
Administrator.

·         FEMA Fact Sheet - Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic Eligible Emergency
Protective Measures (attached)

 

Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) Mitigation Framework for
States, Localities, & Communities

Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses



like COVID-2019. Everyone has a role to play in preparation and prevention. CDC is
aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community spread in
the United States. CDC’s all-of-community approach is focused to slow the
transmission of COVID-19, and reduce illness and death, while minimizing social and
economic impacts. The framework includes: (i) Local Factors to Consider for
Determining Mitigation Strategies, (ii) Community mitigation strategies by setting and
by level of community transmission or impact of COVID-19, and (iii) Potential
mitigation strategies for public health functions. More here.

 

COVID-19 Testing Resources

This website offers frequently asked questions relating to the development and
performance of diagnostic tests for COVID-19, including information on what
commercial laboratories are offering testing, alternative swab supplies/methods,
diversification on the types of reagents that can be used, etc. This information should
be shared and reviewed by your State public health lab. Link to Food & Drug
Administration FAQ on Testing.
·         Technical Assistance for State Labs: 24/7 Technical Assistance for Labs: 1-888-

463-6332.

 

 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Strategies for Optimizing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)



The Centers for Disagree Control & Prevention (CDC) released PPE guidance that will
provide guidance in PPE shortages, particularly for long-term care facilities, dialysis,
and home health providers. The strategies include information specific to eye
protection, isolation gowns, facemasks, and N95 respirators. The information can be
found here.

 

Non-Essential Medical Procedures

Recommendations to Cancel Adult Elective and Non-Essential Medical, Surgical &
Dental Procedures

CMS released recommendations to delay non-essential procedures in an effort to
preserve personal protective equipment (PPE), beds, and ventilators for facilities as
well as to free up health care workers to treat patients with COVID-19. The
recommendations provide a framework for hospitals and clinicians to implement
immediately to determine and identify non-essential and elective procedures. The
recommendations and guidelines can be found here.

 

 

If you have any additional questions, please reach out to the Office of the Vice President
or White House Intergovernmental Affairs Office.

 

Intergovernmental Affairs Office

Name Cell Phone Email
Doug Hoelscher 202-881-8950 Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov
Nic Pottebaum 202-881-7803 Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

Zach Swint 202-881-6717 Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

 

Office of the Vice President
Name Cell Phone Email

Tucker Obenshain 202-881-6217 Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov

 

 

Thanks,

Nic

--



Nicholas D. Pottebaum

Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-2132 | C: 202-881-7803| E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov







From: ali.cox@state.co.us on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
To: Grant Gardner - OIT
Subject: Fwd: COVID-19 Relief Fund.
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 5:21:50 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
Date: Thu, Mar 19, 2020 at 3:46 PM
Subject: COVID-19 Relief Fund.
To: <josh.kroenke@teamkse.com>
Cc: Kate Siegel Shimko - GOVOffice <kate.siegelshimko@state.co.us>, Oliveto -
GOVOffice, Danielle <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>

Josh-

Thank you so much for speaking with our team earlier. 

As we continue to monitor the effects of COVID-19 in the state, we also aim to alleviate the 

stress this virus is having on Coloradans. As such, we are hoping to do a telethon in 

conjunction with Altitude Sports and Kroenke, featuring players from the major league 

sports teams in our state to benefit the COVID-19 Relief Fund. 

This is where I need your help.  Can you work with the Nuggets, Rapids, and Avalanche to 

recruit players and local celebrities into this effort?  We are working with the Broncos and 

the Rockies as well, hoping to bring all the teams “together.”

The goal of the telethon is not only to raise money, but also awareness around best 

practices, social distancing, and the effects of the virus. Due to this, we will ensure that all 

CDC guidelines are followed, but still need your help recruiting teams and players to help in 

our efforts. Many of the segments will be pre-recorded from the player’s homes to ensure 

maximum safety. We sincerely miss seeing our beloved Colorado sports teams and hope to 

bring some levity and sports-related content to our screens, while raising awareness and 

money for our most vulnerable populations.

Thank you for #DoingMyPartCO by supporting this important cause, and I look forward to 

our continued conversations regarding the telethon. I’ve copied Kate Siegel Shimko who is 

leading this telethon on this email. She will be able to answer any questions you or others 

may have regarding this event. 



Best,

Jared Polis



From: ali.cox@state.co.us on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared < @state.co.us>
To: Grant Gardner - OIT
Subject: Fwd: COVID-19 Relief Fund
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 5:21:39 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
Date: Thu, Mar 19, 2020 at 10:01 AM
Subject: COVID-19 Relief Fund
To: <josh.kroenke@teamkse.com>
Cc: Kate Siegel Shimko - GOVOffice <kate.siegelshimko@state.co.us>, Oliveto -
GOVOffice, Danielle <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>

Josh-

Thank you so much for speaking with our team earlier. 

As we continue to monitor the effects of COVID-19 in the state, we also aim to alleviate the 

stress this virus is having on Coloradans. As such, we are hoping to do a telethon in 

conjunction with Altitude Sports and Kroenke, featuring players from the major league 

sports teams in our state to benefit the COVID-19 Relief Fund. 

This is where I need your help.  Can you work with the Nuggets, Rapids, and Avalanche to 

recruit players and local celebrities into this effort?  We are working with the Broncos and 

the Rockies as well, hoping to bring all the teams “together.”

The goal of the telethon is not only to raise money, but also awareness around best 

practices, social distancing, and the effects of the virus. Due to this, we will ensure that all 

CDC guidelines are followed, but still need your help recruiting teams and players to help in 

our efforts. Many of the segments will be pre-recorded from the player’s homes to ensure 

maximum safety. We sincerely miss seeing our beloved Colorado sports teams and hope to 

bring some levity and sports-related content to our screens, while raising awareness and 

money for our most vulnerable populations.

Thank you for #DoingMyPartCO by supporting this important cause, and I look forward to 

our continued conversations regarding the telethon. I’ve copied Kate Siegel Shimko who is 

leading this telethon on this email. She will be able to answer any questions you or others 

may have regarding this event. 



Best,

Jared Polis



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: State health department calls on people, especially those who think they might have the illness,

to self-isolate
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 5:04:54 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Thu, Mar 19, 2020 at 5:03 PM
Subject: RELEASE: State health department calls on people, especially those who think they
might have the illness, to self-isolate
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 

 

State health department calls on people, especially those who think they 

might have the illness, to self-isolate
Close contacts of sick people should self-quarantine

 
DENVER, March 19, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) is urging self-isolation or self-quarantine for Coloradans and visitors to 
Colorado.

Self-isolation applies to people who:

Have a positive COVID-19 test.

Have symptoms of COVID-19 (coughing, shortness of breath and/or fever).

Are getting ill and think they might have COVID-19. Symptoms, especially early 
on, may be very mild and feel like a common cold. Symptoms could include a 
combination of cough, body aches, fatigue, and chest tightness. Some people 
may not develop fever or fever may not appear until several days into the 



illness.

Self-quarantine applies to: 

People who are close contacts of a person who either has a positive test or 
symptoms --  even early symptoms -- of illness.

“Right now not everyone who has been exposed to or becomes ill with COVID-19 will 
be able to or need to have a test to confirm whether or not they have the illness,” 
said Dr. Rachel Herlihy, state epidemiologist, CDPHE, “but isolation and quarantine, 
even without test results, is what people must do to slow the spread of this illness in 
our state. Even people who feel mild illness, and aren’t sure, should follow self-
isolation orders, and their contacts should follow self-quarantine orders.”

Self-isolation is for people who have symptoms of COVID-19 and means staying away 
from others until 7 days have passed since the symptoms began and until any fever 
has been gone for 72 hours and all other symptoms are improving.

Self-quarantine is for people who don’t have symptoms but are close contacts of 
people who have symptoms. It means staying away from others for 14 days to see if 
one becomes ill. People who become ill with COVID-19 symptoms (even early 
symptoms) while self-quarantining then start the self-isolation period.

CDPHE has put together how-tos for people who are self-isolating and self-
quarantining. They are available at covid19.colorado.gov/isolation-and-quarantine.

“We’re calling on all people in Colorado now to take personal responsibility and self-
quarantine and self-isolate in order to protect people and our health care system,” 
said Jill Hunsaker Ryan, executive director, CDPHE, “and we are counting on 
everyone, including the media to share this information quickly and responsibly.”

Increasingly, cities and counties, including some in Colorado, are issuing stricter 
social distancing orders than those that currently are in place in Colorado. The 
stricter orders mean everyone must stay home, except for certain essential 
activities. The terms of such orders could vary by location. More restrictive orders 
are a more aggressive approach intended to enforce social distancing and keep 
people at home to limit disease spread.
 
Continue to stay up to date by visiting covid19.colorado.gov.
 

###

El Departamento de Salud y Medio Ambiente de Colorado pide a la población, 

especialmente a aquellos que podrían tener la enfermedad, a auto-aislarse.

Los contactos cercanos de estas personas enfermas, deben de estar en auto-

cuarentena.



DENVER, marzo 19, 2020: El Departamento de Salud Pública y Medio Ambiente del 

Estado de Colorado (CDPHE) urge a auto-asilarse o ponerse en auto-cuarentena a todos 

los habitantes de Colorado y a sus visitantes.

El auto-aislamiento incluye a las personas que:
• Hayan dado resultado positivo a la prueba del COVID-19.
• Presenten síntomas del COVID-19 (tos, dificultad de respirar y/o fiebre).
• Se están enfermando y sospechen que pueden tener el COVID-19. Los síntomas, 
especialmente al inicio, pueden ser muy leves y pueden sentirse como un resfriado 
común. Los síntomas pueden incluir una combinación de tos, dolores de cuerpo, fatiga 
y rigidez en el pecho. Algunas personas pueden no presentar síntomas hasta varios días 
después de estar enfermos.
 
La auto-cuarentena incluye a:
• Personas que estén en contacto cercano con una persona que ha resultado positivo a 
la prueba, o con síntomas -- aún síntomas leves -- de la enfermedad.
 
“Ahora mismo cualquier persona que haya sido expuesta o se haya enfermado con el 
COVID-19 podrá o necesitará llevar a cabo una prueba para confirmar si tiene o no la 
enfermedad,” dijo la Dra. Rachel Herlihy, epidemióloga del estado, “pero el 
aislamiento y la cuarentena, aún sin los resultados, es lo que las personas deben hacer 
para disminuir la propagación de la enfermedad en nuestro estado. Aún las personas 
que sientan una leve enfermedad, y no estén seguros de tenerla, deben seguir la 
instrucción de un auto-aislamiento y sus contactos deben seguir la instrucción de la 
auto-cuarentena”.
 
El auto-aislamiento es para las personas que tengan síntomas del COVID-19 y significa 
estar lejos de los demás hasta que 7 días hayan pasado desde que los síntomas hayan 
comenzado y hasta que la fiebre haya desaparecido por 72 horas y todos los demás 
síntomas hayan mejorado.
 
La auto-cuarentena es para las personas que no tienen síntomas pero que estuvieron en 
contacto con personas que tienen síntomas. Significa estar lejos de los demás por 14 
días para ver si se presenta la enfermedad.  Personas que se enfermen con COVID-19 
(aún primeros síntomas) mientras estén en auto-cuarentena, deben comenzar el 
periodo de auto-aislamiento.
 
El CDPHE ha puesto una serie de procedimientos para personas que estén en auto-
aislamiento y auto-cuarentena. Estos están disponibles en 
covid19.colorado.gov/isolation-and-quarantine.
 
“Le estamos haciendo un llamado a toda la población de Colorado para que tomen la 
responsabilidad y se auto-aíslen y se pongan en auto-cuarentena para proteger a las 
personas y a nuestro sistema de salud,” dijo Jill Hunsaker Ryan, directora ejecutiva del 
CDPHE, “ y estamos contando con todos, incluyendo los medios de comunicación para 
que compartan esta información rápidamente y con responsabilidad”.
 
Algunas ciudades y condados, incluyendo algunos en Colorado, han realizado órdenes 
de distancia social más estrictas que las actuales en Colorado. Órdenes más estrictas 



significa que todos deben quedarse en casa, excepto para algunas actividades 
esenciales. Los términos de estas órdenes pueden variar de lugar a lugar.  Órdenes más 
estrictas son medidas más agresivas destinadas a hacer obligatorio la distancia social y 
mantener a las personas en casa para limitar la propagación de la enfermedad.
 

Actualizaciones en: covid19.colorado.gov.

###



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: For Immediate Release: Colorado Continues to Take Action in Response to COVID-19
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 4:40:23 PM

For Immediate Release
Thursday, March 19, 2020
Shelby Wieman|shelby.wieman@state.co.us |303-957-6011

Colorado Continues to Take Action in Response to COVID-19

DENVER - Today Governor Polis announced a number of state actions to address the 
impact of COVID-19. Actions include a special enrollment period for uninsured 
Coloradans, executive orders temporarily suspending elective surgeries and reducing in-
person contact related to election requirements, and an updated public health order 
from the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. 

“As a state, we are looking at all possible solutions to ensure we are protecting the 
health and safety of Coloradans and minimizing the duration of the crisis,” said 
Governor Jared Polis. “This is a coordinated effort with all state agencies and 
community partners to utilize every resource available during this difficult time to 
reduce the severity and duration of the crisis. Together, we will get through this.”

The Governor signed an executive order today temporarily suspending elective and non-
essential surgeries and procedures to preserve important medical equipment, like 
personal protective equipment and ventilators, needed to combat COVID-19. The 
executive order is in effect from March 23 to April 14, with the exception of rural and 
critical access hospitals. The state recognizes the unique challenges faced by rural 
hospitals and their essential role in providing support to their communities. This includes 
all voluntary or elective surgeries or procedures, whether medical, dental, or veterinary. 
A voluntary or elective surgery or procedure means the surgery can be delayed without 
risk to the current or future health of the patient. Read the full executive order here. 

The Governor also issued an updated executive order for in-person contact regarding 
elections and operations in the Secretary of State’s Office. This includes the suspension 
of any in-person filings of forms, statements, applications or any other documents with 
the Secretary of State’s office. This executive order also includes directives for the Title 
Board, county clerk’s offices and county canvass board. Read the full executive order 
here.

In addition, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment issued an 
updated public health order closing bars, restaurants, theaters, gyms and casinos to 
include nonessential personal services facilities, horse track and off-track betting 
facilities statewide. Nonessential personal services include hair or nail salons, spas, or 
tattoo or massage parlors. Click here to read the updated public health order. 



The Division of Insurance and Connect for Health Colorado today announced that 
Emergency Regulation 20-E-02 will establish a special enrollment period (SEP) for 
uninsured Coloradans to get health insurance. Uninsured people will be allowed to enroll 
in individual health insurance plans (meaning plans NOT from an employer) from March 
20 through April 3, 2020. Coverage will be effective starting on April 1, regardless of 
when someone enrolls during that window. Only people who are currently uninsured are 
eligible to enroll, as this is not a period for people with coverage to change plans. 
Uninsured spouses and children will also be allowed to enroll at this time, even if one 
spouse or a child’s parent may already be insured.

“Many people are unaware that they are eligible for financial assistance to help lower 
their premiums,” said Michael Conway, Colorado Insurance Commissioner. “We 
encourage everyone who is uninsured to use this opportunity to visit Connect for 
Health Colorado, check what assistance they may be eligible for, and enroll in 
coverage.”

Coloradans who lose their job, or who may lose their job in the coming weeks, and thus 
lose their employer-based health insurance, are reminded that loss of such coverage 
allows them a 60-day window to enroll in individual coverage, whenever that might 
happen throughout the year. See Connect for Health Colorado’s “When can I buy 
insurance?” page for details. 

“We're ready to do our part to help protect the health and well-being of as many 
Coloradans as possible,” said Connect for Health Colorado® Chief Executive Officer 
Kevin Patterson. “It is our mission to increase access to health insurance, and I am 
pleased we can make it easier for people to get the coverage they need at this critical 
time. I encourage all uninsured Coloradans, especially those who are newly 
uninsured, to enroll now by reaching out to Connect for Health Colorado.”

Colorado consumers are encouraged to enroll through our state’s exchange, Connect for 
Health Colorado. Financial assistance for those who qualify is only available when 
enrolling through Connect for Health Colorado. Contact Connect at 855-752-6749 or find 
in-person assistance through their statewide network of certified experts at 
connectforhealthco.com/person-help, including appointments with a broker or assister by 
phone. In addition, Connect for Health offers tools such as the Quick Cost & Plan Finder 
that can help check eligibility for financial assistance while finding plans that fit 
consumers’ needs. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.





From: McBride, Bill on behalf of McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
To: McBride, Bill
Subject: NGA Governors Only Call Readout - 3.19
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 4:02:03 PM

Good afternoon Governors, 
 
We are continuing the National Governors Association daily email with recent updates on the state
and federal COVID-19 response efforts that NGA staff have identified as occurring in the past 24
to 48 hours, and NGA activities to assist you in your response to COVID-19. Please follow our
resource website for the latest information.
 
Governors-Only Call 
NGA is hosting weekly Governors-only calls to discuss the COVID-19 situation. The next Governors-
only call will be held Wednesday, March 25 at 1 p.m. EST. 
  
Question for Governors
 
NGA has been asked by the U.S. Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee to provide
an estimate on what the potential costs could be for states and territories for expanded bed capacity
or temporary healthcare facilities depending on the length of the pandemic. This information will be
helpful as Congress continues to work on a third stimulus package. Please provide an estimate to
Maribel Ramos by COB, Friday, March 19, 2020.
 
Actions Being Taken By Governors 
 
State Emergency/Public Health Emergency Declarations 
All 55 states and territories, as well as the District of Columbia, have issued state emergency/public
health emergency declarations. Please see the NGA website for links to each governor’s order. 
 
National Guard Activations By State/Territory 
At least 27 states, Puerto Rico, Guam and the District of Columbia have activated the National
Guard: AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, FL, GA, IA, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MI, MS, MT, NJ, NM, NY, OK, PA, RI,
TX, VT, WI and WA. 
 
State Employee Restricted Travel/Restricted State Travel 
At least 21 states have restricted state employee travel as a result of the coronavirus: AK, AR, CT, GA,
FL, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MN, NJ, NM, OH, PA, RI, TN, VA, WA, WI and WV. 
  
NGA Activities 
 
Governor Larry Hogan Letter on Behalf of Governors
Maryland Governor Larry Hogan announced that as chair of the National Governors Association, he
will submit five requests to the president, vice president, and leaders in both houses of Congress on
behalf of the nation’s governors:

Dedicate at least 50 percent of supplemental funding to the states, including direct funding,



and act quickly on waiver requests,
Increase access to PPE, masks, test kits, extraction kits, and accelerating the production of life-
saving equipment, such as ventilators,
Support Title 32 authorization to give governors maximum flexibility for use of the National
Guard,
Provide guidance on implementation of Defense Production Act to include what health and
medical resources Secretary of Health and Human Services Azar is prioritizing under his new
authority,
Allow more time and flexibility for completion of both the Census and the transition to REAL
ID.

 
Council of Governors Letter on Guard Mobilization for COVID-19
In a letter to the Secretary of Defense, the Council of Governors urged the administration to
authorize the use of National Guard members under Title 32, United States Code, specifically 502(f).
 
March 18 – President Trump signed the Families First Coronavirus Act (H.R. 6201). Please find
attached a summary of the health provisions in H.R. 6201. Congress and the Administration continue
to negotiate on a third stimulus package.
 
SCAN Call 
NGA is hosting weekly State Coronavirus Action Network (SCAN) calls to facilitate cross-state
learning, allow states to hear from subject matter experts, and communicate technical assistance
needs to NGA staff The next SCAN call will take place on Tuesday, March 24 at 4:00 pm ET and focus
on building health system capacity to address COVID-19, including strategies to expand the health
care workforce, mitigate supply chain issues, and leverage telehealth. You can dial into the call at 1-
877-853-5257 and use the Meeting ID: 969-398-306#.
 
Previous SCAN calls have focused on public health legal preparedness, crisis communications, and
mitigation strategies. To listen to previous SCAN calls, click here for the February 26 call on
emergency powers, here for the March 10 call on crisis communications, and here for the March 17
call on mitigation strategies
 
Social Media 
We are using NGA’s social media accounts (Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram) to expand the
audience for your own social media posts and amplify remarks and information coming from
governors’ offices and official state health experts. Online searches for reliable information on
the coronavirus and state activity has dramatically increased, even compared to a week ago, and
digital traffic to NGA.org’s resource page has increased significantly as well.
 
We are following governors closely on social media and are sharing posts in real time. Please
follow NGA’s Official Twitter account to stay up to date on recent state actions and announcements
on social media. If you wish to share any information via NGA’s social media accounts, please email
Bradley Peck at bpeck@nga.org. 
 
NGA has a strong teleworking policy, and while some staff were regularly working remotely, we
began mandatory telework for all staff this week, through at least Friday, March 27. We will provide
any updates and changes to our status as appropriate. 
 



As always, please feel free to reach out to me with questions. Additionally, if you would like technical
assistance or more information from NGA, contact Maribel Ramos (NGA Government
Relations), Lauren Stienstra (Homeland Security and Public Safety Division) or Melinda
Becker (Health Division). 
 
Respectfully, 
Bill 
 
Bill McBride  | Executive Director
 

National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street NW
Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001 

p/202-624-5320
bmcbride@nga.org
www.nga.org

 
 
Website Updates with Resource Materials 
 
State/Territorial Actions 
This section outlines the most recent actions taken by governors and state and territorial
leaders. Given the fast-moving nature of these events, if we are missing an action that you have
taken that you would like to share with fellow governors, please send those along to be included
on our website and in the next daily update. 
 
Alabama

March 18 – The Governor announced the primary runoff election will be delayed until July 14.
Alaska

March 17 – The Governor issued COVID-19 Health Mandate 004 pertaining to travelers
coming into Alaska from CDC Level 3 countries (high risk) and anywhere outside of Alaska
(medium risk) within the last 14 days. The mandate also provides guidance for what travelers
should do upon returning to Alaska.
March 17 – The Governor announced COVID-19 Health Mandate 003, which closes all bars,
breweries, restaurants, food and beverage kiosks or trucks, and other establishments serving
food or beverages in Alaska to public dine-in service. All buffets and salad bars are likewise
closed to self-service. The closure remains in effect until April 1.

Arizona
March 16 – The Governor announced large events and mass gatherings such as conferences,
festivals, parades, concerts, sporting events, weddings and other types of assemblies should
be cancelled. 
March 15 – The Governor ordered a statewide closure of schools through at least March 27.

 
Arkansas

March 18 – The Governor made a formal request for a disaster declaration for small
businesses, which will open up loans of up to $2 million in working capital from the
Community Development Block Grant and the state’s Quick Action Closing Fund.

California
March 18 – The Governor authorized $150 million in funding to protect homeless Californians



from COVID-19. 
March 18 – The Governor issued an executive order to suspend standardized testing for
students.
March 18 – The Governor announced the launch of a new COVID-19 public awareness
campaign to provide useful information to Californians and inform them of actions they can
take to further prevent the spread of the virus.
March 18 – The Governor issued an executive order extending the eligibility period for
important safety net services to ensure that California’s most vulnerable residents can
continue to receive health care, food assistance and in-home supportive services in a timely
manner.

Colorado
March 16 – The Governor announced the launch of the Doing My Part CO digital campaign to
encourage residents to practice proper hygiene and social distancing, as well as getting
groceries or medicine for elderly neighbors.
March 18 – The Governor announced the launch of the Help Colorado Now effort where
Coloradans can donate or volunteer, as well as the Colorado COVID Relief Fund, which has
already raised nearly $3 million to help Coloradans impacted by COVID-19.
March 18 – The Governor issued an executive order suspending in-person learning in public
and private schools across the state from March 23 to April 17. The executive order also
directs the following actions:

Colorado school districts and the Charter School Institute will make every effort to
provide alternative learning opportunities while taking into account the needs of local
communities.
The Commissioner of Education will issue guidance to support P-12 school systems in
developing and implementing plans to assist families and students in accessing
alternative learning, providing free and reduced lunch and breakfast, and offering
waivers for instructional time as appropriate.

March 18 – The Governor issued an executive order extending the suspension of downhill ski
area operations through April 6. The order extends his previous order suspending ski area
operations until March 22.
March 18 – The Colorado Department of Public Health issued a public health order prohibiting
gatherings of more than 10 people.
March 18 – The Governor signed two bills:

HB 20-1301: Allowing local school district boards of education to adopt policies
allowing board members to participate in meetings electronically, as long as a quorum
of board members is physically present.
SB 20-091: Setting the minimum pay for a member of the Colorado National Guard to
be equivalent to the pay rate of an enlisted person holding the rank of E-4 with more
than six years of service.

Connecticut
March 18 – The Governor issued an executive order to:

Close large indoor malls and places of amusement (but not parks and open space
areas) effective 8 p.m. on March 19;
Allow Medicaid to cover audio-only telehealth services;
Provide flexibility for critical legal functions regarding conservators and competency



hearings to ensure the safety of nursing home patients; and
Exempt certain schools inside state facilities from the school cancellation order.

March 18 – Connecticut’s health insurance marketplace announced a new special enrollment
period for residents who are uninsured.
March 18 – The Governors of Connecticut, New York and New Jersey announced that the
Governor of Pennsylvania is joining their coalition to implement a regional approach to
combatting COVID-19. The Governors expanded their previous orders to include:

Limiting crowd capacity for social and recreational gatherings to 50 people;
Closing restaurants and bars for on premise service and move to take-out and delivery
services only; and
Temporary closing of movie theaters, gyms, and casinos.

Delaware
March 18 – The Governor announced the Hospitality Emergency Loan Program to provide
financial relief for restaurants, bars and other hospitality industry businesses.
March 18 – The Governor approved the following changes to Delaware’s unemployment
benefits program for the hospitality industry:

The Department of Labor (DOL) will begin processing unemployment claims as they are
received with the goal of benefits becoming available within a week;
DOL will allow part-time income while collecting benefits as long as employees can
demonstrate their decreased hours and earnings; and
DOL will not classify tipped employees as minimum wage earners as long as their tips
are reported as wages.

March 18 – The Governor issued a second modification to his emergency declaration that
allows any restaurant, brewpub, tavern or taproom with a valid on-premise license to sell
alcoholic beverages as part of transactions for take-out food or drive through food service.
The modification also requires the closure of bowling alleys, movie theaters, fitness centers
and health spas.

Georgia
March 18 – The Governor submitted a letter requesting a U.S. Small Business Administration
(SBA) declaration to provide SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loans to the State of Georgia.

Guam
March 19 – The Governor ordered that all public spaces in which people come together for
food and beverage, entertainment, recreation, and leisure will be closed until March 30. The
order goes into effect March 20.

Idaho
March 18 – The Governor announced the State of Idaho is seeking responses from small, non-
farm businesses across Idaho whose operations and ability to conduct business have been
disrupted by the coronavirus. The information received will determine whether impacted
businesses will be eligible for disaster assistance in the form of low-interest loans from the
Small Business Administration.
March 18 – The Governor announced Idaho is adopting the latest guidance from the White
House and U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to slow the spread of coronavirus.
This includes recommendations to avoid discretionary travel and social gatherings of 10 or
more people.

Illinois
March 18 – The Governor stated he is prepared to order travel and quarantine restrictions in



Illinois to limit the spread of coronavirus if scientific guidance recommends it.
Indiana

March 18 – The Governor and the Indiana State Department of Health announced a new
partnership with Eli Lilly and Co., with support from the Food and Drug Administration, to
accelerate testing in Indiana for COVID-19.
March 18 – The Governor requested the U.S. Small Business Administration issue an Economic
Injury Disaster Loan declaration to support small businesses impacted by the COVID-19
outbreak in Indiana.
March 18 – The Governor announced that all Indiana public schools are now closed and are
using alternative learning options like e-learning.

Iowa
March 18 – The Governor signed legislation that expands the roles of physician assistants in
Iowa. The legislation aimed at combating COVID-19 makes changes related to the practice of a
physician assistant by allowing for full prescriptive rights, legal protections similar to other
health care professionals, the ability to be reimbursed by Medicaid, and a range of other
changes.

Kansas
March 18 – The Governor announced Executive Order #20-06 to temporarily prohibit
evictions and foreclosures across the state.

Kentucky
March 18 – The Governor announced several new actions to supplement previous guidance
for closing public-facing businesses, including the suspension of all charitable gaming licenses
and temporary closing of bingo halls.
March 18 --The Governor announced that the state is working with federal partners to
continue Child Care Assistance Program payments on behalf of qualified families during the
mandatory closure period. The state also will be covering copayments typically covered by
families.

Louisiana
·        March 18 – The Governor requested the Small Business Administration provide Economic

Injury Disaster Loans for Orleans and Jefferson parishes.
·        March 18 – The Governor announced that shelter in place may be necessary for some

Louisiana localities to stem the spread of COVID-19.
·        March 18 – The Governor suspended foreclosures and evictions in the state.
·        March 18 – The Governor announced LA Wallet, the state of Louisiana’s official digital

driver’s license, will be made available to residents free of charge. The all-digital
identification and driver’s license app will temporarily suspend fees.

·        March 18 —The Governor sent a letter to President Donald Trump and Vice President Mike
Pence requesting temporary changes to several federal programs in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, including:

·        An expansion of the Department of Agriculture’s Food and Nutrition Service hot
food waiver to allow the purchase of hot food in Louisiana restaurants through the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program;

·        Statutory and administrative changes related to Community Development Block
Grants for Disaster Recovery;

·        Recommendations for FEMA’s Individual Assistance Program and Public Assistance



program. 
Maine

March 18 – The Governor issued an executive order that closed restaurant dining rooms and
bars and limited social gatherings to no greater than 10 people.

 
Massachusetts

March 19 – The Governor announced that the Small Business Administration will offer low-
interest federal disaster loans for working capital to Massachusetts small businesses suffering
substantial economic injury.
March 18 – The Governor announced that all early education and childcare centers will close
March 23.
March 18 – The Governor signed Senate S.2599 authorizing unemployment assistance to
workers impacted by COVID-19. The legislation will allow for new claims to be paid in an
expedited fashion by waiving the one-week waiting period for such benefits.

Michigan
March 18 – The Governor called on the state National Guard to support its Department of
Health and Human Services by gathering critical personal protective gear like gloves, gowns
and face shields.
March 18 – The Governor signed Executive Order 2020-14 extending the deadline for
residents to pay back taxes, as well as avoid foreclosure on their property.
March 18 – The Governor signed Executive Order 2020-15, which states that public bodies
(such as boards, committees, councils, etc.) subject to the Open Meetings Act can use
telephonic methods to continue meeting and conducting business.

Minnesota
March 18 – The Governor signed three new executive orders which:

Protect individuals in veterans’ homes by restricting visitors;
Provide emergency relief to motor carriers to support food supplies; and
Provide paid leave for state employees that are unable to work.

Montana
March 18 – The Governor expanded access to telemedicine services to ensure Montana
Medicaid patients receive quality healthcare in their homes to prevent unnecessary
gatherings at health care facilities.

Nevada
March 18 – The Nevada Health Response Center released their Risk Mitigation Initiative.
Additionally, the Department of Business and Industry posted guidance on construction,
mining and manufacturing industries.
March 18 – The Governor announced that the state is one of the first to receive statewide
approval from the Small Business Administration for low-interest federal loans.

New Hampshire
March 18 – The Governor issued Executive orders 6, 7, and 8 which:

Allow for temporary authorization for takeout or delivery of beer or wine;
Modify data and privacy governance plans to grant school districts greater flexibility in
developing remote learning software tools; and
Expand access to telehealth services.

March 18 – The Department of Motor Vehicles transitioned to phone and online services.
New Jersey

March 18 – The Governor announced new amendments and resources for the state’s Child
Care Subsidy program, which will implement temporary flexible enrollment policies and
robust payment policy amendments for families and providers that have been impacted by
COVID-19.
March 18 – The Governors of Connecticut, New York and New Jersey announced that the
Governor of Pennsylvania is joining their coalition to implement a regional approach to



combatting COVID-19. The Governors expanded their previous orders to include:
Limiting crowd capacity for social and recreational gatherings to 50 people;
Closing restaurants and bars for on premise service and move to take-out and delivery
services only; and
Temporary closing of movie theaters, gyms, and casinos.

March 18 – The Department of Human Services outlined new actions within the state to
support individuals and families with children, older adults, and individuals with disabilities.
Actions also include the issuance of guidance for mental health and substance use disorder
services.

New Mexico
March 18 – The Governor prohibited all gatherings of 10 or more across the state, which also
includes closures of non-essential businesses through April 10.
March 18 – The Governor and the Department of Health issued guidelines for the public
concerning travel and COVID-19 testing.

 
New York

March 18 – The Governor announced the United States Navy Ship Comfort, a 1000-bed
hospital ship, will be deployed to New York harbor.
March 18 – The Governor directed all non-essential businesses to implement work from home
policies, with exceptions for specific essential services determined by the state.
March 18 – The Governors of Connecticut, New York and New Jersey announced that the
Governor of Pennsylvania is joining their coalition to implement a regional approach to
combatting COVID-19. The Governors expanded their previous orders to include:

Limiting crowd capacity for social and recreational gatherings to 50 people;
Closing restaurants and bars for on premise service and move to take-out and delivery
services only; and
Temporary closing of movie theaters, gyms, and casinos.

Ohio
March 18 – The Governor authorized the Ohio National Guard to assist state and local
governments execute laws and respond to state emergencies, such as distributing food and
supplies.
March 17 – The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services implemented emergency
measures to ensure communities have access to childcare.
Oklahoma
March 18 – The Governor amended Executive Order 2020-07 to include provisions
suspending certain state regulations that could limit state and community transmission of the
virus.
March 18 – The Governor issued Executive Order 2020-08 strongly recommending
Oklahomans follow all CDC guidance to protect public health over the next 15 days, among
other actions. 

Oregon
March 18 – The Governor directed all Oregon hospitals, outpatient clinics and health care
providers, including veterinarians and dentists, to cease all non-emergency medical
procedures to conserve personal protective equipment.
March 17 – The Governor announced an extension of the statewide school closure to a total
of six weeks, until April 28, and issued further guidance for Oregon’s public schools.



Pennsylvania
March 18 – The Governor requested a disaster declaration for small businesses and non-
profits in all 67 counties to provide assistance in the form of the Small Business Administration
Economic Injury Disaster Loans.
March 18 – The Governors of Connecticut, New York and New Jersey announced that the
Governor of Pennsylvania is joining their coalition to implement a regional approach to
combatting COVID-19. The Governors expanded their previous orders to include:

Limiting crowd capacity for social and recreational gatherings to 50 people;
Closing restaurants and bars for on premise service and move to take-out and delivery
services only; and
Temporary closing of movie theaters, gyms, and casinos.

Rhode Island
March 18 – The Governor announced that public schools should implement distance learning
through April 3.
March 18 – The Governor signed an executive order that directs health insurers to cover
telemedicine visits.
March 18 – The Public Utilities Commission issued an emergency declaration that places a
moratorium on public utilities terminating services.
March 18 – The Department of Health announced that out-of-state healthcare providers can
obtain a temporary 90-day license to practice in the state.

South Dakota
March 18 – The Governor announced that she is working with the Small Business
Administration to provide Economic Injury Disaster Loan funding to companies negatively
impacted by COVID-19.

Texas
March 18 – The Governor directed the Department of Public Safety to temporarily waive
expiration dates on driver licenses, commercial driver licenses, and other forms of
identification.
March 18 – The Governor issued a proclamation suspending provisions of the Texas Election
Code in order to allow political subdivisions to postpone 2020 local elections. Local
government will have the ability to postpone May 2 elections until November 3.
March 18 – The Texas Education Agency (TEA) announced a collaboration with Local
Education Agencies (LEA) on the Texas Students MealFinder Map launching March 20. The
map, available on the TEA website, will allow parents to locate LEA facilities serving meals to
the community.
March 18 – The Governor issued a waiver allowing restaurants to deliver alcoholic beverages
with food purchases to patrons. He also directed the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission to
waive certain provisions to allow manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers of alcoholic
beverages to repurchase or sell back unopened product.
March 18 – The Governor announced immediate closure of all driver license offices across the
state.

Vermont
March 17 – The Vermont Agencies of Education and Human Services issued official guidance
regarding “Supporting the Childcare Needs of Essential Persons During a Novel Coronavirus
Outbreak,” in line with the Governor’s directive for schools to provide childcare to essential
persons in the state’s COVID-19 response.

West Virginia
March 18 – The Governor issued an executive order closing fitness centers, gymnasiums,
recreation centers and similar recreation locations statewide.



Wisconsin
March 18 – The Governor issued an emergency order waiving work search requirements and
modifying eligibility requirements for unemployment insurance benefits.
March 18 – The Governor requested Economic Injury Disaster Loan Assistance for Wisconsin
small businesses, private and nonprofit organizations to alleviated economic impacts.   

 
For a full list of state and territorial actions, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.
 
Steps Taken By the Federal Administration and Congress 
 
Recent Steps the Federal Government and Congress Have Taken to Address Coronavirus 
For a full list of federal government actions, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.

March 19 – The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) issued a fact sheet providing
guidance on the type of emergency protective measures that may be eligible under FEMA’s
Public Assistance Program for response to COVID-19. FEMA notes it will not duplicate
assistance provided by HHS/CDC.
March 19 – The President signed H.R. 6201, the Families First Coronavirus Response Act. The
bill passed the Senate yesterday 90-8. Congress and the administration will continue
negotiations on a third stimulus package.
March 18 – The President invoked the Defense Production Act via Executive Order on
Prioritizing and Allocating Health and Medical Resources to Respond to the Spread of COVID-
19.
March 18, the President invoked the Defense Production Act (DPA) via an Executive Order: 
Prioritizing and Allocating Health and Medical Resources to Respond to the Spread of COVID-
19, delegating authority to Health and Human Service Secretary Alex Azar.  The DPA grants
the  President a broad set of authorities to influence domestic industry in the interest of
national defense, which defined broadly, includes preparing for and responding to military
conflicts, emergency preparedness activities under the Stafford Act, acts of terrorism or
continuity of government operations. The DPA was invoked last year to increase the
production of rare-earth magnets used in electronics due to concern of possible restrictions
from China.

NGA Detailed Memo
 

Select Resources Available 
The following are additional resources added to NGA’s website today. For a full list of select
resources, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage. 

·        Testing
HHS: States Are Now in Charge of Testing

·        Workforce Development/Labor 
National Conference of State Legislatures overview of state licensing responses to
COVID-19 

Response and Mitigation
NGA Memo on Medical Surge Capacity
 
 
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged,



proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient,
or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the
sender and delete this message.



From: ali.cox@state.co.us on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
To: josh.kroenke@teamkse.com
Cc: Kate Siegel Shimko - GOVOffice; Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle
Subject: COVID-19 Relief Fund.
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 3:46:54 PM

Josh-

Thank you so much for speaking with our team earlier. 

As we continue to monitor the effects of COVID-19 in the state, we also aim to alleviate the 

stress this virus is having on Coloradans. As such, we are hoping to do a telethon in 

conjunction with Altitude Sports and Kroenke, featuring players from the major league 

sports teams in our state to benefit the COVID-19 Relief Fund. 

This is where I need your help.  Can you work with the Nuggets, Rapids, and Avalanche to 

recruit players and local celebrities into this effort?  We are working with the Broncos and 

the Rockies as well, hoping to bring all the teams “together.”

The goal of the telethon is not only to raise money, but also awareness around best 

practices, social distancing, and the effects of the virus. Due to this, we will ensure that all 

CDC guidelines are followed, but still need your help recruiting teams and players to help in 

our efforts. Many of the segments will be pre-recorded from the player’s homes to ensure 

maximum safety. We sincerely miss seeing our beloved Colorado sports teams and hope to 

bring some levity and sports-related content to our screens, while raising awareness and 

money for our most vulnerable populations.

Thank you for #DoingMyPartCO by supporting this important cause, and I look forward to 

our continued conversations regarding the telethon. I’ve copied Kate Siegel Shimko who is 

leading this telethon on this email. She will be able to answer any questions you or others 

may have regarding this event. 

Best,

Jared Polis



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: For Immediate Release: Gov. Polis Secures Federal Loan Assistance for Colorado’s Small Businesses
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 12:59:03 PM

  

For Immediate Release
Thursday, March 19, 2020
Shelby Wieman|shelby.wieman@state.co.us |303-957-6011
Jill McGranahan | jill.mcgranahan@state.co.us | 303.518.0258

Gov. Polis Secures Federal Loan Assistance for Colorado’s Small 
Businesses 

Approval Unlocks Billions in Economic Recovery Loans for Small Businesses 
Impacted  by COVID-19

DENVER – Colorado small businesses impacted by COVID-19 can seek individual small 
business loans up to $2M as part of the Small Business Administration’s Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan program. Small businesses throughout all 64 counties may seek SBA 
Economic Injury Disaster Loans. Governor Jared Polis announced that Colorado’s 
application for federal disaster area designation has been approved.  

“The economic impact of COVID-19 has been felt across our state. We are committed 
to protecting public health and safety and will continue fighting to ensure the pain 
that Colorado’s small businesses are feeling is limited. This critical designation allows 
small businesses in all 64 Colorado counties to seek federal recovery loans that can 
help them through this challenging time. I thank the Colorado federal delegation for 
their efforts to help unlock this assistance,” said Governor Polis. 

The SBA Disaster assistance provides low-interest federal loans for working capital to 
Colorado small businesses that have realized economic injury from COVID-19. Funding 
was appropriated through the US congressional Coronavirus Preparedness and Response 
Supplemental Appropriations Act. 

“Colorado’s Office of Economic Development and International Trade is committed to 
helping our small businesses access these vital funds,” said Executive Director Betsy 
Markey. “Eligibility information, loan application links and emerging economic 
recovery resources can all be found at choosecolorado.com.”

“Small businesses are the fabric of our economy and their success is dependent on 
the ability to freely market products and services to communities across the state and 
world,” said SBA Regional Administrator Dan Nordberg. “Local small businesses are 
bearing the brunt of that impact and facing a severe decline in customer traffic.  
SBA’s top priority is to assist businesses adversely impacted by the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) and our Economic Injury Disaster Loans can be the working capital 



lifelines they need to weather this difficult time.”

Small businesses, private non-profit organizations, small agricultural cooperatives and 
small aquaculture enterprises impacted by COVID-19 can seek federal loans to pay key 
needs such as fixed debts, payroll, and accounts payable.

About Colorado Office of Economic Development and International Trade
The Colorado Office of Economic Development and International Trade (OEDIT) works 
with partners to create a positive business climate that encourages dynamic economic 
development and sustainable job growth. Under the leadership of Governor Jared Polis, 
we strive to advance the State’s economy through financial and technical assistance that 
fosters local and regional economic development activities throughout Colorado. OEDIT 
offers a host of programs and services tailored to support business development at every 
level including business retention services, business relocation services, and business 
funding and incentives. Our office includes the Global Business Development division; 
Colorado Tourism Office; Colorado Outdoor Recreation Industry Office; Colorado Creative 
Industries; Business Financing & Incentives division; the Colorado Small Business 
Development Network; Colorado Office of Film, TV & Media; the Minority Business Office; 
and the Colorado Innovation Network. Learn more at www.choosecolorado.com.

###

www.colorado.gov/governor
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From: McBride, Bill on behalf of McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
To: McBride, Bill
Subject: State Priorities for COVID-19
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 10:51:34 AM
Attachments: NGA Memo Top Five State Priorities Final - 3.19.20.pdf

Dear Governors,
 
Thank you for all the feedback NGA has received on your top five federal priorities and needs for the
COVID-19 response.  Based on your responses, NGA has put together the attached list that Chairman
Hogan will present to Vice President Pence on today’s Governors call.  Although the list is not
comprehensive of all state needs, Governor Hogan wants to focus on these five items as a starting
point.
 
Please feel free to remain in contact with me as we work to ensure that Governor’s needs are heard
at the highest levels of the federal government.
 
Best,
Bill
 
Bill McBride  | Executive Director
 

National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street NW
Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001 

p/202-624-5320
c/703-370-2298
bmcbride@nga.org
www.nga.org

 
 
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged,
proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient,
or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the
sender and delete this message.



From: ali.cox@state.co.us on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
To: Ali Cox - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: COVID-19 Relief Fund
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 10:11:08 AM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
Date: Thu, Mar 19, 2020 at 10:01 AM
Subject: COVID-19 Relief Fund
To: <josh.kroenke@teamkse.com>
Cc: Kate Siegel Shimko - GOVOffice <kate.siegelshimko@state.co.us>, Oliveto -
GOVOffice, Danielle <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>

Josh-

Thank you so much for speaking with our team earlier. 

As we continue to monitor the effects of COVID-19 in the state, we also aim to alleviate the 

stress this virus is having on Coloradans. As such, we are hoping to do a telethon in 

conjunction with Altitude Sports and Kroenke, featuring players from the major league 

sports teams in our state to benefit the COVID-19 Relief Fund. 

This is where I need your help.  Can you work with the Nuggets, Rapids, and Avalanche to 

recruit players and local celebrities into this effort?  We are working with the Broncos and 

the Rockies as well, hoping to bring all the teams “together.”

The goal of the telethon is not only to raise money, but also awareness around best 

practices, social distancing, and the effects of the virus. Due to this, we will ensure that all 

CDC guidelines are followed, but still need your help recruiting teams and players to help in 

our efforts. Many of the segments will be pre-recorded from the player’s homes to ensure 

maximum safety. We sincerely miss seeing our beloved Colorado sports teams and hope to 

bring some levity and sports-related content to our screens, while raising awareness and 

money for our most vulnerable populations.

Thank you for #DoingMyPartCO by supporting this important cause, and I look forward to 

our continued conversations regarding the telethon. I’ve copied Kate Siegel Shimko who is 

leading this telethon on this email. She will be able to answer any questions you or others 

may have regarding this event. 



Best,

Jared Polis



From: ali.cox@state.co.us on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
To: josh.kroenke@teamkse.com
Cc: Kate Siegel Shimko - GOVOffice; Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle
Subject: COVID-19 Relief Fund
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2020 10:01:25 AM

Josh-

Thank you so much for speaking with our team earlier. 

As we continue to monitor the effects of COVID-19 in the state, we also aim to alleviate the 

stress this virus is having on Coloradans. As such, we are hoping to do a telethon in 

conjunction with Altitude Sports and Kroenke, featuring players from the major league 

sports teams in our state to benefit the COVID-19 Relief Fund. 

This is where I need your help.  Can you work with the Nuggets, Rapids, and Avalanche to 

recruit players and local celebrities into this effort?  We are working with the Broncos and 

the Rockies as well, hoping to bring all the teams “together.”

The goal of the telethon is not only to raise money, but also awareness around best 

practices, social distancing, and the effects of the virus. Due to this, we will ensure that all 

CDC guidelines are followed, but still need your help recruiting teams and players to help in 

our efforts. Many of the segments will be pre-recorded from the player’s homes to ensure 

maximum safety. We sincerely miss seeing our beloved Colorado sports teams and hope to 

bring some levity and sports-related content to our screens, while raising awareness and 

money for our most vulnerable populations.

Thank you for #DoingMyPartCO by supporting this important cause, and I look forward to 

our continued conversations regarding the telethon. I’ve copied Kate Siegel Shimko who is 

leading this telethon on this email. She will be able to answer any questions you or others 

may have regarding this event. 

Best,

Jared Polis



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/18/20
Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 10:02:36 PM

A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/18/20

Governor

CPR: Polis Closes All Of Colorado’s Schools Until April 17, Bans Gatherings of More Than 10 People
Earlier in the day Polis held a press conference and hinted at the likelihood of a longer than expected 
— and statewide — school closure.

“That doesn't mean that learning is suspended,” Polis said. “We still have those teachers. We still 
have great staff. We still have the kids who need to learn, and we want to make sure they don't 
sacrifice a quarter of a year, a third of a year of academic achievement and that they're all ready for 
advancement to the next grade level academically."
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/18/polis-closes-all-of-colorados-schools-until-at-least-april-17/

CPR: Colorado suspending in-person classes at all schools until at least mid-April
Polis’ executive order said the new restrictions on schools would take effect Monday and last until at 
least April 17. The state had allowed individual districts to decide whether to stay open, but distance 
learning was encouraged. Denver and some other districts have already suspended in-person classes.
https://www.steamboatpilot.com/news/colorado-suspending-in-person-classes-at-all-schools-until-at-
least-mid-april/

Longmont Times-Call: Gov. Polis orders all schools closed through April 17 because of coronavirus 
concerns
“(Polis’) decision makes sense,” said St. Vrain Superintendent Don Haddad. “We’re prepared to do 
online learning when we get back from spring break. Hopefully, we will see some positive 
developments with the coronavirus.”
https://www.timescall.com/2020/03/18/gov-polis-orders-all-schools-closed-through-april-17-because-
of-coronavirus-concerns/

Aspen Times: Colorado governor extends ski resort ban, other social-distancing measures
Gov. Jared Polis extended Wednesday night the ski resort closures in Colorado to April 6 and added 
social-distancing measures that include gatherings limited to 10 people as the COVID-19 virus cases 
increase throughout the state.
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/colorado-governor-warns-more-social-distancing-restrictions-are-
coming/

Denver Post: Polis announces new statewide coronavirus relief fund, calls on feds to assist 
Coloradans
As some communities — such as Northern California — implement more severe restrictions on people’s 
movement, Polis did not give a clear indication of what’s to come in Colorado.

“All of the additional social distancing measures that are applicable are being looked at, balanced 
with how long can people endure them,” he said, referencing the shelter-in-place concerns. “You 
can’t shut down everything, forever.”
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/18/colorado-coronavirus-relief-fund/ 

Chieftain: Polis working to obtain funding for small businesses
In addition to the state’s application for SBA loans, Polis’ office said the Colorado Office of Economic 
Development and International Trade has engaged its local, state and federal partners to identify 
other financial and technical assistance programs available to help Colorado’s economic recovery.
https://www.chieftain.com/news/20200318/polis-working-to-obtain-funding-for-small-businesses 



CPR: Polis To Coloradans: “Please Don’t Be Stupid”
Gov. Jared Polis urged Coloradans to “please don’t be stupid” at a news conference Wednesday.

“Engage in social distancing,” Polis said. “What you're doing is you're jeopardizing the lives of your 
friends and their families and their relatives. So be smart here."
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/18/polis-to-coloradans-please-dont-be-stupid/ 

CPR: In Coronavirus Hotspot, Vail Health CEO Makes Dire Call For Social Distancing
“The real number of local cases in the Eagle River Valley is more likely hundreds if not thousands of 
people,” Cook said. “It is everywhere here; we just don’t have the test results to prove it, and we 
won’t anytime soon.”
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/18/in-coronavirus-hotspot-vail-health-ceo-makes-dire-call-for-social-
distancing/

Denver Post: Denver restaurants lay off employees by the hundreds following coronavirus bar, 
restaurant shutdown
By Tuesday evening, a petition on change.org asking Gov. Jared Polis “to announce a COVID-19 relief 
package” for the food and beverage industry had 13,998 signatures. The One Fair Wage campaign had 
launched an emergency fund to support service workers across the country. The Colorado Restaurant 
Association is updating a list of resources for local businesses and employees on its website.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/17/restaurant-unemployment-denver-coronavirus/

AP: Relief Fund, Child Care Program Created to Ease Virus Impact
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/colorado/articles/2020-03-18/relief-fund-child-care-
program-created-to-ease-virus-impact

CBS4: Gov. Polis Announces Relief Fund Due To Coronavirus
In response, Breckenridge Wynkoop Restaurant Group, a company that operates a half-dozen 
restaurants in Colorado including the Cherry Cricket and Wynkoop Brewing in Denver, laid off about 
500 employees.
https://denver.cbslocal.com/video/4485584-gov-polis-announces-relief-fund-due-to-coronavirus/

Chieftain: ‘It’s a tough time’
“We have a great staff of between 45-48 people. Our No. 1 concern is to make sure we retain them. I 
feel horrible because this is the best season for bartenders and waiters and unemployment simply 
won’t pay as much,” Sanborn said.
https://www.chieftain.com/news/20200317/its-tough-time

9NEWS: What is a shelter-in-place order, and how does it compare to Colorado's current 
coronavirus measures?
“You can’t shut down everything forever,” Polis said during a news conference on Wednesday morning. 
“We have to make sure we have done it in a way where there’s compliance, there’s social order where 
people can support themselves.”
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/what-is-a-shelter-in-place-order/73-
25a4234a-93b5-48a1-b3df-b63023b21e1b

CSINDY: Opinion: Gov. Polis has shown strong leadership during COVID-19 outbreak 
Polis also announced emergency rules limiting visitation to nursing facilities and emergency policies 
for senior and veterans centers and the state hospital system.

These are a few of the measures being taken at the state level. And they have something in common: 
They were announced in a timely manner; their intent was clear and in line with recommendations 
from health care experts; they were based on logic and science; and they represented leadership in an 
otherwise chaotic time.

Compare Polis’ actions to those of the president.
https://www.csindy.com/coloradosprings/opinion-gov-polis-has-shown-strong-leadership-during-



covid-19-outbreak/Content?oid=21482652

KUNC: As More People Hit Trails For Social Distancing, Officials Remind Them To Be Safe
County health officials and Gov. Jared Polis have recommended getting outside for fresh air and 
exercise.
https://www.kunc.org/post/more-people-hit-trails-social-distancing-officials-remind-them-be-
safe#stream/0

GJ Sentinel: Here's to those who keep us fed
Our hearts go out to these idled workers whose livelihood is being sacrificed in the fight against the 
spread of the virus. We hope policymakers will honor their sacrifice by devising ways to compensate 
them for their losses. Andrew Yang’s suggestion of a universal basic income suddenly seems prescient 
as a hedge against economic devastation.
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/here-s-to-those-who-keep-us-fed/article_5a2f5d9a-
68a7-11ea-8989-1317eb92f594.html

Westword: Bulk Buys and Distancing: How Dispensaries Deal With COVID-19
"I can tell you we had constantly higher traffic in the stores, to the point where waiting rooms were 
full most of the time. For a time that is in between holidays, that's pretty unusual," says Peter 
Marcus, communications director for Terrapin Care Station. "People are probably thinking ahead."
https://www.westword.com/marijuana/colorado-marijuana-dispensaries-see-increased-sales-
during-covid-19-spread-11667973

9news: Bennet among senators advocating for immediate payments to Americans during COVID-19 
outbreak
Similarly, to endure the national economic downturn caused by the virus, Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin met with Senate Republicans Tuesday with a White House proposal. The proposal asked for a 
$1 trillion economic package, with $250,000 of it reserved for direct payments that would be sent to 
working-class Americans.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/local-politics/bennet-among-senators-advocating-for-
immediate-payments-to-americans-during-covid-19-outbreak/73-ed8057ff-5689-47b8-9ea0-
ef1f587ccdf9

Denver7:Colorado salon workers seek government help in wake of coronavirus-related closures=
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/coronavirus/colorado-salon-workers-seek-government-
help-in-wake-of-coronavirus-related-closure

Aurora Sentinel: Aurora area restaurants, small businesses brace for ‘ghost town’ closures 
Gov. Jared Polis said it was critical that the environment in bars and restaurants be eliminated 
because allows for easy and widespread virus transmission. He said the decision to impose the 
restrictions was difficult knowing that it will hurt thousands of restaurants and tens of thousands of 
restaurant workers and owners.

In the end, Polis said, the decision will help abbreviate the crisis and ultimately get restaurants 
reopened sooner.
https://sentinelcolorado.com/news/metro/aurora-area-restaurants-small-businesses-brace-for-
ghost-town-closures/

Aspen Times: How to help? Efforts underway to aid those in need in Aspen, Roaring Fork Valley
Yet, the venues that traditionally would support community rallies and fundraisers, Belly Up Aspen 
and the Wheeler Opera House, for instance, are closed because of COVID-19. Under an order delivered 
Monday by Gov. Jared Polis, restaurants and bars can’t be gathering places and can do pick-up and 
delivery services only.
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/local/how-to-help-efforts-underway-to-aid-those-in-need-in-
aspen-roaring-fork-valley/

Gazette: EDITORIAL: Don't release criminals in response to pandemic



A coalition of public defenders, other defense lawyers, and activist groups — including the ACLU of 
Colorado — wants Gov. Jared Polis to enact a mass release of convicts and suspects overnight to help 
stop the spread of the coronavirus. Some people will try to justify anything by exploiting a crisis.
https://gazette.com/premium/editorial-don-t-release-criminals-in-response-to-
pandemic/article_a2336902-68ab-11ea-94c2-03044c45dd1d.html

Aspen Times:Schools from Aspen to Parachute are shuttered through April 17 because of COVID-19
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/schools-from-aspen-to-parachute-are-shuttered-through-april-
17-because-of-covid-19/

GJ Sentinel: Local parties cope with upcoming assemblies
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/local-parties-cope-with-upcoming-
assemblies/article bae249f8-688a-11ea-87e0-a3c406571001.html

Chalkbeat: Colorado governor announces emergency child care for frontline coronavirus workers
Jared Polis said he wants to make sure “people aren’t forced to stay home simply because their kid 
doesn’t have a place to go during the day"
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/18/colorado-childcare-frontline-health-care-coronavirus/

Journal Advocate: How to support local businesses during COVID-19 outbreak
https://www.journal-advocate.com/2020/03/18/how-to-support-local-businesses-during-covid-19-
outbreak/

OutThereColorado: As Colorado Springs grapples with life’s changes, nature provides ultimate 
refuge
https://www.outtherecolorado.com/as-colorado-springs-grapples-with-lifes-changes-nature-
provides-ultimate-refuge/

KKTV: Colorado Sen. Cory Gardner discusses decision to self-quarantine in D.C.
"My staff was in that meeting and so we went through the schedule trying to determine the best we 
could who was in the meeting and who else in the staff would need to quarantine as well," said 
Gardner.
https://www.kktv.com/content/news/568904102.html 

CBS4: Coronavirus In Colorado: Gov. Jared Polis Announces COVID-19 Relief Fund
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/18/coronavirus-colorado-jared-polis-announces-covid-19-
relief-fund/ 

FOX31: Watch: Gov. Polis’ Wednesday news conference on coronavirus outbreak in Colorado
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/watch-live-governor-polis-provides-update-on-coronavirus-
outbreak-in-colorado/

KRDO: WATCH: Gov. Jared Polis gives update on COVID-19 in Colorado, including new assistance 
website
https://krdo.com/news/top-stories/2020/03/18/gov-jared-polis-gives-update-on-covid-19-in-
colorado-including-doingmypartco-campaign/

Colorado Independent: ICE: Immigrants in Aurora detention center possibly exposed to COVID-19
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/17/ice-aurora-detention-center-covid-19/

Denver Post: ICE immigration arrests continuing in Denver despite coronavirus outbreak
Stout, who said he has spoken with the detainees’ families, said both were taken to the Aurora 
immigration detention facility run by the private prison company GEO. Ten people are quarantined at 
that facility for possible exposure to the coronavirus.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/17/coronavirus-ice-immigration-arrest-colorado-denver/ 

LA Junta Tribune: Restaurants offering delivery / takeout services in Arkansas Valley
https://www.lajuntatribunedemocrat.com/news/20200318/restaurants-offering-delivery--takeout-



services-in-arkansas-valley

Colorado Sun: Unemployment claims skyrocket as thousands of Coloradans lose their jobs
And coffee shop employees were probably among the thousands who tried to file claims in the past 
two days — 6,800 on Tuesday morning, as of 10 a.m., up from 3,900 on Monday and from 400 the 
Monday before, according to the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/18/colorado-unemployment-claims-surge-coronavirus/

Patch: 2 Australians With Coronavirus Left Isolation To Ski: Report

https://patch.com/colorado/across-co/2-australians-coronavirus-left-isolation-ski-report

FOX21: Gov. Polis announces new resources for Coloradans amid coronavirus pandemic
https://www.fox21news.com/health/coronavirus/gov-polis-provides-wednesday-update-on-
colorado-coronavirus-response/ 

Craig Daily Press: Moffat County, Craig restaurants turn towards takeout, delivery services 
following order of closure from Gov. Polis
“We need to be uplifting, but it’s also quite terrifying,” McPherson said. “We don’t know how long 
this is going to take, or what’s going to happen moving forward. But we’re a small community and 
need to stick together.”
Polis encouraged Coloradans to support each other through the crisis and to consider themselves 
“heroes” if they are complying with social distancing recommendations.
And he encouraged residents to take advantage of the state’s natural offerings to get out while 
staying away from other people.
“Be smart, be safe, don’t worry, that doesn’t help. Find fulfilling ways to be closer to those around 
you,” Polis said, adding, “lookout for one another.”
https://www.craigdailypress.com/news/moffat-county-craig-restaurants-turn-towards-takeout-
delivery-services-following-order-of-closure-from-gov-polis/ 

Outside Magazine: Inside the Unprecedented End of the 2020 Ski Season

https://www.outsideonline.com/2410541/end-2020-ski-season-coronavirus

Colorado Independent: ‘It was one of the top five worst days of my life’: Colorado restaurants hit 
hard by coronavirus
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/17/restaurants-coronavirus-closure-
unemployment/ 

Gazette: LETTERS: Public will pay the resulting damages; get outside, exercise
https://gazette.com/opinion/letters-public-will-pay-the-resulting-damages-get-outside-
exercise/article 215736fe-6867-11ea-9203-4f73e6994287.html 

Gazette:
https://gazette.com/news/colorado-public-defender-tests-positive-for-covid--others-
wait/article_5765b756-6944-11ea-a4c2-3f3b867b805d.html

Longmont Observer: Gov. Polis Orders General Shutdown
https://longmontobserver.org/featured/gov-polis-orders-general-shutdown/

Colorado Sun: Colorado activated the National Guard to help with coronavirus. The lowest rank 
makes just $1.67 an hour.
“At the time we passed this bill, there was no emergency,” said Sen. Rachel Zenzinger, the sponsor of 
the bill, which received unanimous support. “But now it’s all too real what our National Guard 
members face — it could be fire, it could be a flood, it could be a virus.”
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/18/colorado-national-guard-coronavirus-pay/ 



CPR: Restaurant Closures Over Coronavirus Concerns Leave Small Businesses In Limbo
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/18/restaurant-closures-over-coronavirus-concerns-leave-small-
businesses-in-limbo/ 

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: McBride, Bill on behalf of McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
To: McBride, Bill
Subject: NGA Governors Only Call Summary - 3.18.20
Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 4:34:29 PM

Good Evening Governors,
 
I wanted to give all governors a short read-out of this afternoon’s governors-only conference call on
the continuing response to COVID-19. Today was the first confidential, governors-only call, and these
will be held each week on Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. EST. 
 
As NGA Chair, Maryland Governor Larry Hogan stated at the beginning of the call, the immediate
goal is to arrive at the top priorities of states for him to take to the next call with Vice President
Pence and the Administration’s response team, which is set for tomorrow.  
 
NGA’s Vice Chair, New York Governor Andrew Cuomo noted that, as Congress works on the third—-
and likely to be the largest—-supplemental appropriation, states are not a natural constituency of
the Congress. Governor Cuomo stressed that states will be responsible for a large share of the costs
as the number of COVID-19 victims escalates. He advocated a united position among governors
coordinated by the NGA as the best way to urge action on the most critical issues, like increasing the
production of ventilators. 
 
A number of governors raised key items that would help in their states. Among the big-picture items
discussed for the short list of priorities are: 
 

ramping up production of vital equipment and supplies, such as ventilators;
supporting Title 32 funding to give governors maximum flexibility for use of the National
Guard; 
continuing to urge progress on distribution of test kits; 
best practices for policies regarding providing essential state services while protecting the
state workforce; 
activating the Defense Production Act; 
coordination and response of states’ requests for equipment and supplies from federal
stockpiles; 
expansion of child care to support the families of critical workforces, like medical, law
enforcement, and emergency workers; 
allowing more time and flexibility for completion of the census and the transition to REAL ID.

 
Thank you to those who have already submitted priorities. If you have additional priorities to submit
or would like to discuss, please let me know as soon as possible, as we will be finalizing these very
quickly for submission to the Administration. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Bill McBride  | Executive Director
 

National Governors Association p/202-624-5320



444 North Capitol Street NW
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Washington, DC 20001 

c/703-370-2298
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From: McBride, Bill on behalf of McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
To: McBride, Bill
Subject: National Governors Association"s COVID-19 Daily Update - 3/18/2020
Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 4:19:17 PM

Good afternoon Governors, 
 
We are continuing the National Governors Association daily email with recent updates on the state
and federal COVID-19 response efforts that NGA staff have identified as occurring in the past 24
to 48 hours, and NGA activities to assist you in your response to COVID-19. For a full list of state
and territorial actions, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.  
 
Governors-Only Call 
NGA hosted a Governors-only call today Wednesday, March 18 at 1 p.m. EST to discuss the COVID-
19 situation. The next Governors-only call will be held Wednesday, March 25 at 1 p.m. EST. 
 
Questions From Governors 
We’ve received a question from a governor about what fellow governors’ offices are doing regarding
telework for their staff. If you have any information you’d like to provide on this, or have a question
you would like your peers or NGA staff to address, please email Ryan Solt at rsolt@nga.org. We are
available to provide technical assistance, share expertise and experiences, and advocate on your
states’ behalf as this situation continues to develop. As part of NGA’s own telework system, we are
using Zoom videoconferencing for group meetings and calls. 
 
Steps Taken By the Federal Administration and Congress 
 
Steps the Federal Government and Congress Have Taken to Address Coronavirus 
The following are recent steps the federal government has taken to address COVID-19. For a full list
of federal government actions, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage. 

·        March 17 – Secretary HHS Azar announced an expansion of coverage of telehealth
services for Medicare beneficiaries, expanding options for originating sites to health care
facilities and homes, increasing types of providers who can offer services, and waiving cost-
sharing for telehealth. The HHS Office for Civil Rights (OCR) announced it will waive potential
HIPAA penalties for good faith use of telehealth during the emergency, and the HHS Office of
Inspector General (OIG) will provide flexibility for healthcare providers to reduce or waive
beneficiary cost-sharing for telehealth visits paid by federal healthcare programs. The Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) also published more guidance on how states can
expand telehealth under Medicaid. For more information see links to the CMS press
release, OCR Guidance, and OIG Policy Statement. 
·        March 18 – President Trump announced that his Administration plans to invoke the Defense
Production Act (DPA) of 1950 (P.L. 81-774, 50 U.S.C. §§4501 et seq.) to compel the national
industrial base to give priority to manufacturing critical supplies needed to combat the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19). The DPA confers upon the President a broad set of authorities to
influence domestic industry in the interest of national defense. Those authorities can be used
across the federal government to shape the domestic industrial base so that, when called upon,
it is capable of providing essential materials and goods needed for the national defense.



Additional details are forthcoming from the White House. 
·        More details on the declaration are included in an attached memo from our
Government Relations team. 

·        March 18 – The Senate passed the Families First Coronavirus Act (H.R. 6201), 90-8, with no
additional changes. The bill will now be sent to the White House for President Trump’s
signature. Congress and the Administration will continue to negotiate on a third stimulus
package. 

 
Actions Being Taken By Governors 
 
State Emergency/Public Health Emergency Declarations 
All 50 states, Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the
District of Columbia have issued state emergency/public health emergency declarations. Please see
the NGA website for links to each governor’s order. 
 
National Guard Activations By State/Territory 
At least 27 states, Puerto Rico, Guam and the District of Columbia have activated the National
Guard: AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, FL, GA, IA, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MI, MS, MT, NJ, NM, NY, OK, PA, RI,
TX, VT, WI and WA. 
 
State Employee Restricted Travel/Restricted State Travel 
At least 21 states have restricted state employee travel as a result of the coronavirus: AK, AR, CT, GA,
FL, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MN, NJ, NM, OH, PA, RI, TN, VA, WA, WI and WV. 
 
Website Updates with Resource Materials 
 
State/Territorial Actions 
This section outlines the most recent actions taken by governors and state and territorial
leaders. Given the fast-moving nature of these events, if we are missing an action that you have
taken that you would like to share with fellow governors, please send those along to be included
on our website and in the next daily update. 

·        Alabama 
·        March 17 – The Governor emphasized measures taken by financial regulators to
protect the financial system within the state.  
·        March 17 – The Alabama Department of Public Health issued updated guidelines
stating any restaurant, bar, or brewery shall not permit on-premises consumption of
food or drink for one week. 

·        Alaska 
·        March 17 – The Governor announced the creation of the Alaska Economic
Stabilization Team to develop a plan to protect the state’s economy from the impact of
COVID-19. 
·        March 17 – The Governor announced a ban on all bars, breweries, restaurants, food
and beverage kiosks or trucks, and other establishments serving food or beverages for
public dine-in service. 

·        Arizona 



·        March 15 – The Governor ordered a statewide closure of schools through at least
March 27. 
·        March 16 – The Governor announced the cancellation of large events and mass
gatherings such as conferences, festivals, parades, concerts, sporting events, weddings
and other types of assemblies.   

·        Arkansas 
·        March 17 – The Governor directed the Arkansas Department of Commerce to
expedite unemployment benefits to assist Arkansans whose employment status may be
impacted by COVID-19, including waiving the waiting period and work-search
requirements for 30 days, and allowing the unemployed to apply for benefits online or
by telephone. 

·        California 
·        March 17 – The Governor signed an executive order to ease restrictions on
commercial drivers engaged in support of emergency relief efforts. 
·        March 17 – The Governor directed the National Guard to be prepared to perform
humanitarian missions across the state including food distribution, ensuring resiliency of
supply lines, as well as supporting public safety as required. 
·        March 17 – The Governor signed emergency legislation providing up to $1 billion in
funding to help California fight COVID-19. The package also provides $100 million in
funding for personal protective equipment and cleaning for schools that remain open. It
also allows schools to maintain funding despite service disruptions. 

·        Colorado 
·        March 17 – The Governor signed an executive order and House Bill 20-1359 allowing
Colorado’s political parties to amend certain rules and procedures governing the
conduct of their assemblies and conventions and to limit in-person contact during
nominating assemblies and conventions. 

·        Connecticut  
·        March 17 – The Governor signed his sixth executive order building upon his efforts
to encourage mitigation strategies that slow down transmission of the virus. The
provisions of the order include the following: 

o   Modifies previously enacted waiver of 180-day school year to grant broader
flexibility to school districts; 
o   Allows police departments to limit or eliminate fingerprinting for
background checks; 
o   Extends expiration dates for permits, licenses and other credentials
administered by the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection;
and 
o   Suspends the requirement that public assistance benefit overpayments be
immediately recouped. 

·        March 17 – The Department of Economic and Community
Development launched the COVID-19 Business Emergency Response Unit to aid
businesses in economic recovery. 
·        March 17 – The Department of Motor Vehicles and Revenue Services suspended in-
person visits at all branches. Certain deadlines are being extended, and customers
are encouraged to conduct transactions online. 



·        March 17 – The Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection suspended enforcement activities at bottle collection facilities, giving stores
discretion to shut them down. They are also suspending in-person visits at their main
office. 

·        Florida 
·        March 17 – Florida received federal approval for a Section 1135 waiver to provide
more flexibility for the health care delivery system to respond to increased cases of
COVID-19. The waiver allows Florida to provide flexibilities in Medicaid provider
screening, forgo certain pre-admission screening and annual resident review
assessments, lift prior authorization requirements, allow the provision of facility services
in alternative settings, and extend fair hearing timelines. 
·        March 17 – Under direction of the Governor, the Florida Division of Emergency
Management  deployed three field hospitals across the state. 
·        March 17 – The Governor ordered bars and nightclubs in Florida to close for 30 days
and directed restaurants to operate at no more than 50 percent of their maximum
capacity to allow for social distancing. 
·        March 17 – Florida state school officials closed K-12 public schools until April 15 and
announced the suspension of mass campus gatherings, including sports events. 

·        Georgia 
·        March 16 – The Georgia General Assembly granted the Governor expansive new
emergency powers to combat COVID-19, including the ability to: 

o   Suspend laws and regulations prescribing state agency procedures; 
o   Compel a health care facility to provide services or transfer management to
the state; 
o   Commandeer or utilize private property; 
o   Transfer state treasury funds; and 
o   Direct evacuations if necessary.  

·        March 17 – The Governor in a press conference encouraged Georgians to support
local businesses and drive-in/thru restaurants and take-out options to bolster the local
economy.   
·        March 17 – The Governor signed the amended fiscal year 2020 budget  to tap into
the state’s rainy-day fund for $100 million to combat COVID-19. 

·        Guam 
·        March 18 – The Governor signed an executive order that instituted COVID-19
Mandatory Quarantine Protocol measures for all incoming travelers from the Philippines
effective immediately. Other non-residents attempting to enter Guam not from the
Philippines will also be subject to mandatory quarantine unless they have
documentation confirming they have not been exposed to COVID-19.  

·        Hawaii 
·        March 17 – The Governor issued the following new orders and guidelines:  

o   Directing all bars and clubs to close. Restaurants should go to take-out only,
and tour companies should limit or shut down operations immediately. 
o   Asking tourists to stay away for at least 30 days. 
o   Bolstering screening of cruise ship passengers, with temperature checks and
questions about symptoms and recent travel. Airports would also bolster their



procedures. 
o   Stopping all non-essential state travel, including inter-island travel. Those who
do have to travel will have to go into self-isolation for 14 days. 
o   Directing all movie theaters, visitor attractions and places of worship to close. 
o   Closing all state libraries and parks, as well as events at
the State Capitol building, Aloha Stadium and Hawaii Convention Center. 

·        Illinois 
·        March 18 – The Governor activated the National Guard to address the anticipated
need for logistical support and medical staff.  

·        Indiana 
·        March 17 – The Governor signed an executive order activating the National Guard to
support the COVID-19 response.  

·        Iowa 
·        March 17 – The Governor signed legislation that creates emergency measures and
supplemental appropriations for key government services to combat the spread of
COVID-19. Supplemental appropriations and emergency measures include:  

o   Supplemental appropriations for Medicaid ($88.98 million).  
o   Supplemental appropriations other health programs ($1.8 million).  
o   Supplemental appropriations for state hygienic lab ($525,000).  
o   Limits some standing appropriations (non-public school transportation,
instructional support, AEA funding).  
o   Requires the Department of Management and the Legislative Service Agency
to review FY 2020 appropriations and to make appropriations for the first two
months of FY 2021.  
o   Emergency appropriations from the Economic Emergency Fund of up to
10 percent to the Department of Management for purposes approved by the
Governor, through Aug. 31.  
o   Authorizes the Governor to waive school instructional time requirements for
schools that close due to COVID-19. 

·        March 17 – The Governor issued state of public health disaster emergency. The
measure closes all restaurants and bars to the public until March 31, excluding take-out
and drive-thru options.  

·        Kansas 
·        March 17 – The Governor ordered, effective Monday, March 23, that
state employees stay home for two weeks on administrative leave to minimize additional
risk of exposure to the virus. 
·        March 17 – The Governor ordered the closure of all K-12 schools in the state until
the end of the school year.  
·        March 17 – The Governor signed an executive order limiting public gathering to no
more than 50 people and asked the Kansas Corporation Commission (KCC) to suspend
utility disconnects until April 15. This directive covers all electrical, natural gas, water and
telecommunications utilities under the KCC’s jurisdiction. 

·        Kentucky 
·        March 17 – The Governor announced the following steps to continue to respond to
the COVID-19 pandemic:  



·        All childcare centers, with the exception of those providing services to health
care workers and some on-site employers, will close by March 20. 
·        All public-facing businesses that encourage public congregation or that, by
the nature of the service to the public, cannot comply with CDC guidelines
concerning social distancing, shall cease all in-person operations. These public-
facing businesses that must close include entertainment, hospitality and
recreational facilities, community and recreation centers, gyms and exercise
facilities, hair salons, nail salons, spas, concert venues, theaters, and sporting
event facilities. 
·        All acute care facilities should discourage all visitors except for visits in end-
of-life circumstances. The Governor also advised psychiatric facilities to restrict
visitation, only allowing it if deemed medically necessary by the attending
physician, administrator and the medical director. 
·        The Governor recommended personal care homes, assisted living, senior
care facilities and intermediate care facilities limit visitation to loved
ones who are receiving end-of-life care. 
·        The Governor also announced a three-month extension of driver’s licenses
and the postponement of primary elections.  

·        Louisiana 
·        March 17 – The Governor announced measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19,
including further limiting the size of gatherings to fewer than 50 people, closing casinos,
bars and movie theaters and limiting restaurants to delivery, take-out and
drive- thru orders only. 

·        Maine 
·        March 17 – The Governor’s emergency legislation was approved by the House and
Senate. Key provisions include the following: 

o   Access to at least $11 million in state funding to respond to COVID-19. 
o   Establishing a consumer loan guarantee program through the Finance
Authority of Maine, in partnership with financial institutions, to provide low- or
no-interest loans for eligible people in Maine. 
o   Temporarily expanding eligibility for unemployment benefits for workers
impacted by COVID-19. 
o   Increasing the Department of Education’s ability to waive certain school-day
requirements and to continue school lunch programs for all eligible children. 
o   Authorizing the Governor to adjust state, county and municipal government
deadlines and to permit all public entities to meet by remote participation. 
o   Expanding the ability of Maine Emergency Medical Services’ Board and staff to
take actions more promptly. 
o   Authorizing the Governor to prohibit utilities from terminating residential
electric and water service. 
o   Authorizing the Governor to determine and direct the manner of the June
2020 primary election, if necessary. 

·        Maryland 
·        March 17 – The Governor issued a proclamation  to postpone April 28 primary
elections until June 2, while moving forward with



the Seventh Congressional District general election by implementing a vote-by-mail
system.  
·        March 17 – The Governor announced that all vehicle emissions inspection programs
will be shut down, and steps will be taken to turn these facilities into drive-through
testing centers.  
·        March 17 – The Governor announced that the state is moving to cashless tolling
statewide in an attempt to limit interaction between the public and toll collectors.  
·        March 17 – The Governor’s legal counsel issued guidance  on the prohibition of large
gatherings, and on the closure of bars, restaurants, casinos and other facilities.  
·        The Maryland Department of Commerce posted Maryland Business Express
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Information for Businesses. 

·        Massachusetts 
·        March 17 – The Governor announced four new emergency orders that make the
following changes:  

o   Licensed physicians who have retired in the last year, and who are in good
standing, may be reactivated for a period of 90 days after the end of the public
health emergency.  
o   Providers in good standing from other states can obtain emergency licenses to
practice in the state, or practice through telemedicine.  
o   The ability of residents to provide critical services (under supervision) will be
expanded.  
o   Allows licenses for nurses, pharmacists and physician assistants, who would
otherwise be up for renewal, to extend their licensure status by 90 days after the
end of the public health emergency.  
o   Adjusts the minimum standards for ambulance staffing to ensure capacity of
EMS services.  
o   Expands telehealth by facilitating those services across state lines.  

·        March 17 – The Governor’s administration is distributing $5 million in initial
emergency funding to address needs of community health boards. Additional funding
will support public health emergency resources in cities and towns.  
·        March 17 – Building off the Governor’s emergency loan fund, the Governor formally
requested that the Small Business Administration issue a declaration of economic injury
so as to expedite the ability for small businesses  to obtain loans.  

·        Michigan 
·        March 17 – The Governor signed Executive Order 2020-13 to temporarily lift
regulatory requirements on hospitals and other care facilities in an effort to expand the
number of healthcare providers able to respond to community needs.  

·        Minnesota 
·        March 17 – The Governor signed Ch 70 S.F. 4334 providing $200 million toward an
emergency and long-term grant program. Roughly $50 million will go to a response
contingency account and $150 million will be used to establish a healthcare response
fund.  

·        Missouri 
·        March 17 – The Governor announced that casinos will be closing, and that a total of
432 public school districts and charter schools either have closed or will close soon. He



also encouraged facilities that have a large concentration of senior citizens to put in
place restrictions on visitors or consider closures.  

·        Montana 
·        March 17 – The Governor announced that uninsured residents who receive a
recommendation from their provider will be eligible to receive coverage for COVID-19
testing and treatment.  
·        March 17 – The Governor announced emergency rules to make unemployment
benefits accessible to workers who have been laid off due to COVID-19, while also
waiving the waiting period for receiving benefits.  

·        Nebraska 
·        March 17 – The Governor issued an Executive Order to allow for state and local
government boards, commissions and other public bodies to meet by virtual and
electronic means through May 31.  
·        March 17 – The Governor issued an Executive Order to relax eligibility requirements
for unemployment benefits.  

·        Nevada 
·        March 17 – The Governor announced risk mitigation measures across the state, such
as requiring restaurants and bars to offer alternatives to dining in to customers.
Additionally, he announced that the Department of Agriculture has set up more than 70
sites across the state to provide free meals to children impacted by school closures.  

·        New Hampshire 
·        March 17 – The Governor issued three emergency orders that:  

o   Prohibit service providers from disconnecting or discontinuing services
for non-payments;  
o   Prohibit evictions of those impacted by COVID-19; and 
o   Provide immediate access to unemployment benefits for those impacted by
COVID-19. 

·        The New Hampshire Insurance Department posted Frequently Asked Questions
About Business Interruption Insurance Coverage and the Novel Coronavirus 2019
(COVID-19). 

·        New Jersey 
·        March 17 – The Governor announced an administrative order that closes all indoor
retail shopping malls and other places of public amusement. 
·        March 17 – The Governor sent a letter to the president requesting additional
support from the U.S. military and Army Corps of Engineers to assist state efforts in
expanding hospitals and intensive care unit capacity.  
·        The New Jersey Economic Development Authority posted Information for NJ
Businesses on the COVID-19/Novel Coronavirus Outbreak. 

·        New Mexico 
·        March 17 – The Governor announced that New Mexico has qualified for the Small
Business Administration Disaster Loan Assistance program to assist businesses that have
been negatively impacted by COVID-19.  
·        March 17 – New Mexico extended eligibility for unemployment insurance benefits to
those workers who have been impacted by reduced hours or layoffs due to COVID-19. 

·        New York 



·        March 17 – The Governor announced legislation that guarantees job protection and
pay for New Yorkers who have been quarantined. The bill also includes comprehensive
paid sick leave. 
·        March 17 – The Governor and state Attorney General announced that the state will
temporarily halt the collection of medical and student debt for at least 30 days.  
·        March 17 – The New York Empire State Development Corporation posted COVID-19-
Related Resources: Novel Coronavirus FAQ for Businesses. 

·        North Carolina 
·        March 17 – The Governor signed Executive Order 118, which closes sit-down
services at restaurants and bars, and makes state unemployment benefits more widely
available.  

·        North Dakota 
·        March 18 – The Governor signed an executive order allowing K-12 schools to not
make up instructional time lost due to COVID-19 related closures.  

·        Oklahoma 
·        March 17 – The Governor signed an amended executive order declaring a state
of emergency that:   

o   Allows health professionals licensed in states that are members of the
Emergency Management Compact to practice, so long as they meet certain
other conditions; and  
o   Allows state occupational licenses for health care professionals that are set to
expire to be temporarily extended during the crisis.    

·        Oregon 
·        March 17 – The Governor signed an executive order to extend statewide school
closures until April 28.  

·        Pennsylvania 
·        March 16 – The Governor issued guidance for non-essential businesses  to close for
at least 14 days to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19.  

·        South Carolina 
·        March 17 – The Governor signed an executive order on additional measures that: 

o   Close all dine-in facilities from March 18 through March 31; 
o   Prohibit any large public gathering from March 19 through March 31; 
o   Activate the South Carolina National Guard; and 
o   Delay the state tax filing deadline.  

·        South Dakota 
·        March 16 – The Governor and her team are working closely with the U.S. Small
Business Administration to activate the Economic Injury Disaster Loan Program in South
Dakota.   
·        March 17 – The Governor announced that all schools in South Dakota will remain
closed for another week.  

·        Tennessee 
·        March 17 – The Governor urged all school districts in Tennessee to close by March
20 and remain closed through March 31. The Governor announced that during this time
the School Food Authorities will have flexibility to continue to provide meals to at-risk
students who rely on meals.  



·        March 17 – The Governor also announced the following actions: 
o   The Governor encouraged childcare facilities to remain open to support
community needs and directed the Department of Human Services to relax the
regulatory burden on childcare centers.  
o   The state will provide $10 million in response and recovery grants to support
existing childcare facilities.  
o   The Tennessee Department of Human Service issued a policy offering
emergency cash assistance utilizing TANF funds. Assistance will be up to $1,000
for families of five or more who qualify and who have experienced loss of a job
as a result of COVID-19. 
o   The Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce Development is working
to determine how to utilize the Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund. The
Department will extend unemployment benefits to those quarantined by a
physician for COVID-19. 
o   The Governor’s amended budget includes $200 million to provide specific
relief to county and city governments.  

·        Texas 
·        March 17 – The Texas Department of State Health Services confirmed the first death
as a result of COVID-19.  
·        March 17 – The Governor activated the National Guard in preparation to assist with
the COVID-19 response. The activation excludes first responders and healthcare workers
so they may continue to serve in their respective fields.  
·        March 17 – The Governor granted waivers to allow hospitals to increase the total
number of unused beds without having to apply or pay additional fees in addition
to directing the Texas Department of Insurance to issue an emergency rule regarding
telemedicine care for patients.  
·        March 17 – The Governor requested designation from the Small Business
Administration Economic Injury Disaster Declaration in order to access the Economic
Injury Disaster Loan to provide long-term, low-interest loans to affected and qualified
businesses across Texas.  

·        U.S. Virgin Islands 
·        March 17 – The Bureau of Motor Vehicles announced new procedures to help limit
the spread of COVID-19, including limiting the number of customers permitted at any
given time, and online vehicle registration. 

·        Utah 
·        March 17 – The Utah Department of Health ordered all restaurants and bars to close
dining rooms, effective March 18.  

·        Vermont 
·        March 17 – The Governor issued guidance to childcare centers to close normal
operations but continue essential operations as needed to provide childcare to workers
essential to the COVID-19 response.  

·        Virginia 
·        March 17 – The Governor announced additional steps to mitigate the spread of
COVID-19, including: 

o   Recommending reduction of public gatherings of more than 10 people, in



accordance with federal guidelines; 
o   Encouraging those with chronic health conditions and those aged 65 or older
to self-quarantine;  
o   Mandating restaurants, fitness centers, and theaters reduce capacity to 10
people, or to close; and 
o   Closing Virginia’s 75 DMV offices to the public. 

·        March 17 – The Governor moved to increase support to affected workers and
employers by: 

o   Directing the Commissioner of the Virginia Employment Commission to waive
the one-week waiting period to receive unemployment benefits;  
o   Enhancing unemployment eligibility to include those directed to self-
quarantine by a medical or public health official; 
o   Granting affected workers special considerations on deadlines for mandatory
re-employment appointments and work search requirements;  
o   Activating regional workforce teams to support employers that have slowed or
ceased operations;  
o   Waiving financial penalties for employers that experience an increase in
workers requesting unemployment benefits; 
o   Authorizing funding through the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act
for employers to remain open; and 
o   Directing employers to follow U.S. Department of Labor guidance on
workplace safety.  

·        Washington 
·        March 17 – The Governor signed a series of bills that permit the following actions to
bolster the state response to COVID-19: 

o   Provide $200 million to state agencies, local governments and tribal
governments to respond to COVID-19 and move $175 million from the Budget
Stabilization Account to the Disaster Response Account for COVID-19 mitigation.
Legislation will also permit $25 million from the Budget Stabilization Account to
be used to assist businesses with unemployment impacts. 
o   Increase surge capacity in healthcare workforce by reducing credentialing
delays for healthcare workers and allowing managed care organizations to fill
positions with substitute heathcare providers. 
o   Allow hourly school employees to maintain health care eligibility provided by
the School Employees Benefits Board for the duration of school closures. 
o   Allow state workers and school district employees forced to isolate or
quarantine due to infection or exposure to use shared leave. 

·        March 17 – The Governor issued proclamations restricting access to long-term care
facilities and temporarily suspending vision tests for driver license applicants through
April 15.  
·        March 17 – The Governor’s Office compiled a list of resources for businesses offering
extensions on tax filings and waiving penalties for late payments for impacted
businesses. 
·        March 17 – The Washington State Office of the Insurance Commissioner
posted information on insurance for businesses and event cancelation insurance.  



·        West Virginia 
·        March 17 – The Governor confirmed West Virginia’s first case of COVID-19. The
Governor also ordered the immediate closure of all restaurants, bars and casinos,
permitting only drive-thru operations.  

·        Wisconsin 
·        March 17 – The Governor directed the Department of Health Services to issue
an emergency order prohibiting gatherings of more than 10 people. 

·        Wyoming 
·        March 16, 2020 – The Wyoming Department of Health released priority
recommendations for Wyoming residents in response to COVID-19.  
·        March 17 – The Governor announced the creation of five coronavirus task forces –
each led by one of the five top elected officials – to coordinate COVID-19 response
efforts.  

 
Select Resources Available 
The following are additional resources added to NGA’s website today. For a full list of select
resources, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage. 

·        Planning and Preparedness 
·        CDC Disposition of Non-Hospitalized Patients with COVID-19  
·        CDC Criteria for Return to Work for Healthcare Personnel with Confirmed or
Suspected COVID-19 (Interim Guidance) 

·        Legal 
·        NGA Memo on Price Gouging and Procurement 
·        NGA Memo on COVID-19 Isolation and Quarantine Issues 

·        Supply Chain and Health System Readiness 
·        DEA Guidance Allowing Alternative Delivery Methods for OTPs 

·        Special Considerations for Vulnerable Populations 
·        SAMHSA COVID-19 Guidance for Opioid Treatment Programs 
·        SAMHSA Opioid Treatment Program Guidance 
·        NIDA COVID-19: Potential Implications for Individuals with Substance Use Disorders 
·        KFF COVID-19: Special Considerations for Pregnant Women 
·        KFF Telemedicine and Pregnancy Care 

·        Long-Term Care 
·        CMS Guidance for PACE Organizations Regarding Infection Control and Prevention of
COVID-19 

·        Health Insurance 
·        CMS Medicare Telemedicine Health Care Provider Fact Sheet 
·        CMS State Plan Fee-for-Service Payments for Services Delivered Via Telehealth 
·        OIG Guidance on Waiving Telehealth Cost-Sharing During COVID-19 Outbreak 

·        Economic Development and Employers 
·        Leadership in Times of Crisis: A Toolkit for Economic Recovery and Resiliency, 300+
page toolkit funded by the U.S. Economic Development Administration, produced by the
International Economic Development Council, and designed for officials in economic
development organizations.   
·        Press Release:  SBA Administrator Carranza Applauds President’s Efforts to Reduce



Public Health Barriers and Protect America’s Small Businesses 
·        Human Services and Housing 

·        Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP)’s updated recommendations for state
TANF agencies 

·        Workforce Development/Labor 
·        U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) page of resources to help workers and
employers prepare   

 
NGA Activities 
 
NGA Statement 
Yesterday, NGA released a statement urging the U.S. Senate to pass the Families First Coronavirus
Response Act to aid governors’ efforts to prevent the spread of the virus, provide medical treatment
for those who need it, and offer assistance to families suffering economic losses and financial
insecurity. The act passed the House in a bipartisan vote March 14. It would ensure paid leave for
people affected by the novel coronavirus and free testing for COVID-19, the disease caused by the
virus, among other measures. It also includes critical federal Medicaid funding for states and
territories as governors work around the clock to ensure that the healthcare system provides
lifesaving treatment to those who need it. 
 
NGA Letter on REAL ID  
Yesterday, the National Governors Association requested that the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) delay the full implementation of the REAL ID Act for no less than one year, specifically in light
of the large response to and impact of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Along with the extension
request, NGA is also recommending several regulatory and statutory changes that, with additional
time, will ensure a smooth transition to REAL ID. You can find the letter here. 
 
SCAN Call 
Because this public health crisis is advancing so quickly, we will be holding our SCAN calls on a
weekly basis. Our most recent SCAN call took place today Tuesday, March 17, at 4 p.m. EDT. These
calls are designed to allow states to share best practices among peers, learn from subject-matter
experts, and identify technical assistance needs from the National Governors Association. This call
focused on the decision-making criteria and strategies governors have used in their COVID-19
response efforts, including restrictions on state employee travel and mass gatherings, as well as
school closures and guidance to schools and employers. A recording of the call is available here. 
 
To listen to previous SCAN calls, you can find the recording of the call from February 26 on Public
Health Emergency Powers here and from March 10 on Public Messaging here. 
 
Social Media 
We are using NGA’s social media accounts (Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram) to expand the
audience for your own social media posts and amplify remarks and information coming from
governors’ offices and official state health experts. Online searches for reliable information on
the coronavirus and state activity has dramatically increased, even compared to a week ago, and
digital traffic to NGA.org’s resource page has increased significantly as well. As of today, digital traffic



to NGA.org/coronavirus is 10 times higher than last Tuesday and the amount of time spent reviewing
state-based resources and information is also extremely high.  
 
We are following governors closely on social media and are sharing posts in real time. Please
follow NGA’s Official Twitter account to stay up to date on recent state actions and announcements
on social media. If you wish to share any information via NGA’s social media accounts, please email
Bradley Peck at bpeck@nga.org. 
 
NGA has a strong teleworking policy, and while some staff were regularly working remotely, we
began mandatory telework for all staff this week, through at least Friday, March 27. We will provide
any updates and changes to our status as appropriate. 
 
As always, please feel free to reach out to me with questions. Additionally, if you would like technical
assistance or more information from NGA, contact Maribel Ramos (NGA Government
Relations), Lauren Stienstra (Homeland Security and Public Safety Division) or Melinda
Becker (Health Division). 
 
Respectfully, 
Bill 
 
Bill McBride  | Executive Director
 

National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street NW
Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001 

p/202-624-5320
bmcbride@nga.org
www.nga.org
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Gov. Polis, Coloradans Launch COVID Relief Fund
Nearly $3 million raised for relief efforts

DENVER - Today, Gov. Polis discussed the state’s response to COVID-19 (coronavirus), and 
launched joint efforts to raise relief funds and volunteer efforts to address this public 
health crisis. The Governor announced the Help Colorado Now effort where Coloradans 
can donate or volunteer, as well as the Colorado COVID Relief Fund, which has already 
raised nearly $3 million to help Coloradans impacted by the coronavirus. Coloradans can 
donate or sign up to volunteer at  www.HelpColoradoNow.org. 

“My top priority is to ensure the health and safety of all Coloradans during this 
difficult time,” said Governor Jared Polis. “It’s times like these that truly show our 
state’s resiliency and the strength of our spirit. Our state is better when we come 
together to overcome unique challenges - it’s just how we do things in Colorado. We 
will continue doing everything we can to ensure we protect our state’s most 
vulnerable.”

The Colorado COVID Relief Fund's purpose is to raise funds and coordinate the allocation 
of those contributions. Funds raised will be used to support the needs of communities 
impacted by COVID-19 in both response and recovery. Organizations helping with the 
response to COVID-19 will be able to apply for funds starting next week. The fund will 
support work in three categories: prevention, impact, and recovery efforts. This will 
include things like medical and cleaning supplies, food services, early childhood 
education, small business support, behavioral health services, and more. 

The Governor also emphasized that Coloradans who can’t donate money are encouraged 
to donate their time by volunteering. Many people have skills that can be applied during 
this time, especially former health care workers who could return to the workforce to 
assist with the demand. 

In addition to funding and volunteers, the Governor is encouraging healthy donors to 
donate blood to prevent a shortage in Colorado. Blood banks are reporting a sharp drop in 
donations, which is attributed to fears about COVID-19. Coloradans can visit Vitalant.org 
or click here to find a blood drive or donation center in their area. 

The Governor also addressed the issues many Coloradans are facing around child care. 



Because this crisis is putting an unprecedented strain on health care and emergency 
workers, the Governor is working with Mike Johnston and the Gary Community 
Foundation, early childhood providers, schools districts and the Colorado Department of 
Human Services to establish a system of emergency child care for our most essential 
workers. Health care providers and staff, public safety workers and staff supporting at-
risk populations will qualify for the program. For more information, visit 
www.covidchildcarecolorado.com 

The Colorado COVID Relief Fund is hosted by the State of Colorado and Mile High United 
Way. The effort is co-chaired by Rick Sakpin and Roxanne White. The fund will be 
overseen by a committee of community leaders from across Colorado and will be 
providing aid to support Colorado communities and organizations affected by the recent 
outbreak of COVID-19. 

"It is an honor to support our community coming together to help those who are most 
vulnerable. Our communities will respond better and recover more quickly because we 
are coordinating our philanthropic response,” said Roxanne White, co-chair of the Relief 
Fund.

“We recognize the huge economic impacts of COVID-19 to Coloradans and it's no surprise 
that we are seeing our business, philanthropic and community leaders join together and 
contribute to the Colorado COVID Relief Fund,” said Rick Sapkin, co-chair of the Relief 
Effort. “This is an all hands on deck moment to meet these needs.  We encourage all 
Colorado businesses and individuals who can, to contribute to the future success of our 
state.” 

“As Colorado is the birthplace of the United Way movement, Mile High United Way is 
proud to serve as the fiscal steward, in partnership with the Colorado Network of United 
Ways, for the Colorado COVID Relief Fund. United, we are stronger,” said Christine 
Benero, President and CEO Mile High United Way.

“While the devastating effects of COVID on Coloradans and their families are not fully 
known yet, we do know that pandemics are a breeding ground for exacerbating existing 
and creating new inequity issues. On a good day, philanthropy often plays a critical role 
in supporting communities and organizations, but that role is even more critical right 
now, especially for folks who are just trying to survive by keeping their jobs, families fed 
and a roof over their head. We are proud to support the Governor’s COVID Relief Fund 
and I am honored to serve on the executive committee,” said Karen McNeil-Miller, 
President and CEO of The Colorado Health Foundation.

"Coloradans have always been extremely generous in times of great need in our 
communities," said Joanne Kelley, CEO of Philanthropy Colorado. "We're honored to be 
helping the Governor pull together a unified philanthropic response to this 
unprecedented crisis."

To see the list of top donors, click here. 

###



www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: MEDIA ADVISORY: UPDATED TIME Gov. Polis to Discuss Various Efforts to #DoingMyPartCO
Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 10:24:04 AM

The press conference will begin as soon as 
the White House briefing wraps up 

MEDIA ADVISORY
Wednesday, March 18, 2020
Conor Cahill |conor.cahill@state.co.us |303-866-6324 

Gov. Polis to Discuss Various Efforts to #DoingMyPartCO

DENVER - Gov. Polis will discuss the state’s response to COVID-19 (coronavirus), 
joint efforts to raise relief funds, volunteer efforts in response to the public health 
crisis and #DoingMyPartCO. 

WHO: Gov. Jared Polis
WHERE: State Capitol, West Foyer.  

WHEN: Wednesday, March 18, 2020
The press conference will begin as soon as the White House briefing wraps up 

Please RSVP to conor.cahill@state.co.us 
 The news conference will be live-streamed from the 

Governor’s Facebook page. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: MEDIA ADVISORY: Gov. Polis to Discuss Various Efforts to #DoingMyPartCO
Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 8:36:29 AM

MEDIA ADVISORY
Wednesday, March 18, 2020
Conor Cahill |conor.cahill@state.co.us |303-866-6324 

Gov. Polis to Discuss Various Efforts to #DoingMyPartCO

DENVER - Gov. Polis will discuss the state’s response to COVID-19 (coronavirus), 
joint efforts to raise relief funds, volunteer efforts in response to the public health 
crisis and #DoingMyPartCO. 

WHO: Gov. Jared Polis
WHERE: State Capitol, West Foyer.  

WHEN: Wednesday, March 18, 2020
10:15 AM 

Please RSVP to conor.cahill@state.co.us 
 The news conference will be live-streamed from the 

Governor’s Facebook page. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    



From: Lisa Kaufmann on behalf of Lisa Kaufmann <lisakaufmann@gmail.com>
To: @state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: Recommendations
Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 12:03:48 AM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Michael S Ramseier <Michael.S.Ramseier@kp.org>
Date: March 17, 2020 at 2:29:15 PM MDT
To: "lisakaufmann@gmail.com" <lisakaufmann@gmail.com>
Subject: Recommendations

 Hello Lisa,

Here is what we would recommend the Governor to advocate for:

Situation: We need to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in Colorado to protect the
health of our communities and to avoid overwhelming our healthcare system, which
has existing resource constraints such as shortages of personal protective equipment
(PPE).
 
Background: The increase in CO positive cases of COVID-19 over the last few days in the
setting of very restricted testing (due to severe swab shortages and limited testing
availability) along with increased persons with “influenza-like illness,” signals that
Colorado likely has community spread of Coronavirus. 
 
Assessment: We need to do everything possible immediately to slow the rapid spread
of COVID19 in our state (must flatten the curve) and the utility of testing for
outpatients is now questionable while there is a shortage of sampling supplies that
should be directed toward seriously ill hospitalized patients. 
 
Recommendation: 

Strong consideration for Coloradoans to shelter in place x 6 weeks, similar to the
California recommendations (allows for key personnel such as healthcare
workers to work, access to groceries/pharmacies/medical care, outdoor
exercise/dog-walking)
Order from the Governor that at this time, due to the shortage of swabs for
sampling, all COVID-19 testing in the state of CO should be reserved for two
groups: 1) hospitalized patients - because treatment/isolation recommendations
do not need to be different for persons with symptoms suggestive of COVID19 in
the outpatient setting and 2) Selected Healthcare workers with symptoms –
because we need the ability to return these professionals to work in order to



care for the citizens of Colorado

Please let me know what we can do to help.  

Mike Ramseier
President, Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of Colorado
        
Kaiser Permanente
10350 East Dakota Avenue
Denver, CO 80247
303-344-7256 (office)
8-601-7256 (tie-line)
303-344-7956 (fax)
720-696-4681 (mobile) 
 
Samantha Aguilar – Executive Assistant
303-344-7803 (office)
samantha.aguilar@kp.org
 

 
kp.org/50/co
 

NOTICE TO RECIPIENT:  If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, you are prohibited from
sharing, copying, or otherwise using or disclosing its contents.  If you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail and permanently delete this e-mail and any
attachments without reading, forwarding or saving them.  Thank you.



From: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice on behalf of Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To: @state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: CHA URGENT Needs - Gov. Polis
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 11:34:02 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.html

Gov Priorities - 3.17.docx

FYI 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey" <kacey.wulff@state.co.us>
Date: March 17, 2020 at 11:03:56 PM MDT
To: Elisabeth Arenales - GOVOffice <elisabeth.arenales@state.co.us>, Scott
Bookman - CDPHE <scott.bookman@state.co.us>, "Brown - DORA, Kyle"
<kyle.m.brown@state.co.us>, matt@myblumberg.com, Danielle Oliveto -
GOVOffice <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>, "Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin"
<benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us>, Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice

@state.co.us>
Subject: Fwd:  CHA URGENT Needs - Gov. Polis

Hi all,

I gathered info from them and numerous other partners on these asks this evening,
and can brief you with more detail as needed. But, sharing the letter for your
visibility.

Thanks,
Kacey

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Chris Tholen <Chris.Tholen@cha.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 17, 2020 at 6:17 PM
Subject: CHA URGENT Needs - Gov. Polis
To: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey <kacey.wulff@state.co.us>, Brown - DORA,
Kyle <kyle.m.brown@state.co.us>
Cc: Katherine Mulready <Katherine.Mulready@cha.com>

Kyle and Kacey,

 

Attached is a short list of urgent topics on which Colorado hospitals need your
immediate assistance re COVID-19.  We know you’re working at full speed right
now, but if we can jump on a call tonight to discuss, that would be helpful.  Just



let us know when and we will accommodate your schedule.  Thank you. 

 

Chris Tholen                     
President and CEO
Colorado Hospital Association
7335 East Orchard Road       

Greenwood Village, CO 80111

Direct: 720.330.6016 

Cell: 303.328.1465

Fax: 720.496.2373 

www.cha.com

 

 

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Senior Policy Advisor to the Office of Saving People Money on Health 
Care
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor



From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa n@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Follow Up from Today"s Exec Call
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 8:28:32 PM
Attachments: CCRF Structure Final.pdf

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>
Date: Tue, Mar 17, 2020 at 8:02 PM
Subject: Re: Follow Up from Today's Exec Call
To: Annie Heissenbuttel <annie@foundrygroup.com>, Betsy Markey - OEDIT <betsy.markey@state.co.us>, Barbara Grogan
<bgrogan@westerncon.com>, <billlong@centurytel.net>, Brad@feld.com <brad@feld.com>, <cfinegan@hhlaw.com>, Candice Howe
<chowe@edgemark.com>, Christine Benero <christine.benero@unitedwaydenver.org>, Finegan, Cole
<cole.finegan@hoganlovells.com>, <dick.monfort@rockies.com>, <jay.seaton@gjsentinel.com>, Jerene Petersen
<jerene.petersen@unitedwaydenver.org>, Joanne Kelley <jkelley@philanthropycolorado.org>, Kent Thiry <kent.thiry@davita.com>,
Ken Gart <kgart@gartco.com>, <kmcneilmiller@coloradohealth.org>, Kyra Miller <kyra@strategywithrox.org>, Laura Warren
<laura@givewiseco.com>, LBennett@bhfs.com <lbennett@bhfs.com>, Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>,
Roxane White <rox@strategywithrox.org>, Richard Sapkin <rsapkin@edgemark.com>, <sfdonner@gmail.com>,
Sylvia.Young@hcahealthcare.com <sylvia.young@hcahealthcare.com>, Tim Gill <tim@timgill.com>, Wanda James
<wanda@simplypure.com>

All, 

As promised (slightly late), attached is information on the structure of the fund. If you have any questions, let me know. 

As of right now, we're at just over $2m pledged! Thanks again for everyone stepping up! 

Best, 
Danielle 

On Mon, Mar 16, 2020 at 6:34 PM Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us> wrote:
All, 

THANK YOU again for getting on today's CCRF Exec Committee call. We raised $900,000 in less than 45 minutes (thanks to Barb
we made it to $900k!). I cannot thank you enough for your leadership on this--the people of the State of Colorado are so lucky to
have leaders like you stepping up.  A few things to follow up on: 

First, the LINK TO DONATE! 
 https://secure.donationpay.org/milehighunitedway/colorado-covid-relief-fund.php 

The PDF contribution form is attached below for folks that want to mail in check. Reach out to Laura Warren, cc'ed, with any
donation questions, including wiring instructions. 
Also attached below is a PDF on the structure of the EOC and the philanthropic side.

Like I mentioned on the call, we plan to send out a press release on Wednesday announcing the committee, funds raised to
date/match (thanks, Brad!) and the community needs we plan to address. Below is some draft email language to get you started. By
tomorrow's 3:30pm Leadership Call with the Governor, I will get you an outline of the allocation process and three buckets we
discussed on the call. If you need anything at all, please don't hesitate to reach out. 

Dear NAME, 

I have joined Governor Polis in working to support the Colorado COVID Relief Fund and hope I can count on your 
support.  The goal of the fund is to raise and distribute funds to support unmet needs of the communities and agencies 
impacted by COVID-19 in response and recovery. The Governor’s primary goal is to keep Coloradans safe and healthy. 
The State's response to COVID-19 is expansive, utilizing every resource within our agencies and our community partners 
to help as many industries and individuals in the state. However, we know the need will only continue to grow as COVID-
19 continues to impact all of us. This fund will be working in coordination with other philanthropic efforts across the state 
to ensure we are using our resources most effectively to help those most in need. 

I’m reaching out to ask for your support as we work to raise these initial & critical dollars to respond to the many needs 
our state is and will continue to face.  We will focus these funds on three pools: prevention, impact and recovery. 

The Colorado COVID Relief Fund has been set up to work with partners to assess and address the most critical funding 
needs across our state.  We must immediately raise funds to begin supporting these needs. I am asking for you to:  

1. 



Make a personal/ corporate contribution by this Friday to help us raise additional funds using this link: 
https://secure.donationpay.org/milehighunitedway/colorado-covid-relief-fund.php or the attached contribution form.

2. 
Reach out to business partners, personal friends and community members and ask them to contribute as well. 

3. 
Reach out to your community to learn about needs and gaps this fund can potentially address. We’ll have an 
application for you to distribute to those needing funds soon. 

This is a critical time for so many, including nonprofit organizations who’ve benefited from your giving in the past.  Please 
continue to give to organizations you regularly support, and those that need your help at this crucial time. Now is the time 
to double down for our community as we have greater awareness of the depth and scale of the short term and long term 
ramifications of the COVID-19 epidemic.  Thank you again for your leadership and support as we work together to 
combat the detrimental effects of COVID-19 on our communities. I hope we can count on you.

With appreciation, 
Danielle 

-- 

Danielle Oliveto

Deputy Chief of Staff

C 303.913.3276 P 303.866.6452
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
Danielle.Oliveto@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may
be subject to public disclosure.

-- 

Danielle Oliveto

Deputy Chief of Staff

C 303.913.3276 P 303.866.6452
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
Danielle.Oliveto@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may
be subject to public disclosure.

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor





From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/17/20
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 7:51:37 PM

A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/17/20

Governor

Denver Post: Polis: Share how you are #DoingMyPartCO to slow the spread of the new coronavirus
I know we’re all disappointed and frustrated by the disruptions and inconveniences that the new 
coronavirus is causing to our daily lives, and more importantly, we’re concerned about the health and 
safety of ourselves and our loved ones.

As governor, I am in constant consultation with public health experts as we study and implement 
effective, science-based responses and policies so we can keep Coloradans safe — especially 
populations that are the most vulnerable to coronavirus, including folks over 60-years-old and those 
who have underlying health conditions.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/17/gov-polis-doingmypartco-coronavirus/

Fox 21: Governor Polis pushes for federal funding for small businesses
Governor Jared Polis sent a letter to the Small Business Administration (SBA) for federal funding in 
order to provide relief for Colorado’s small businesses dealing with the impacts of COVID-19 
(coronavirus).

The Governor and the Polis administration are proactively working with Colorado’s federal delegation 
to ensure Colorado has the resources available to address this pandemic.
https://www.fox21news.com/top-stories/governor-polis-pushes-for-federal-funding-for-small-
businesses/

Fox 31: Denver restaurants feel impact of carry-out-only mandate
“If this keeps up as of today, into tomorrow, then we will have to shut down totally. People don’t 
realize when you open a restaurant for to-go and walk-in, it’s not like you just have hamburgers and 
potato chips just sitting there," Stroup said.

"You have to open up your entire kitchen which is 40 or 50 items. You’ve got to heat it up, you’ve got 
to do fresh produce, you have to do all these things in order to serve your whole menu – it’s just too 
expensive.”
https://kdvr.com/news/denver-restaurants-feel-impact-of-carry-out-only-mandate/

Denver Post: Denver restaurants lay off employees by the hundreds following coronavirus bar, 
restaurant shutdown
By Tuesday evening, a petition on change.org asking Gov. Jared Polis “to announce a COVID-19 relief 
package” for the food and beverage industry had 13,998 signatures. The One Fair Wage campaign had 
launched an emergency fund to support service workers across the country. The Colorado Restaurant 
Association is updating a list of resources for local businesses and employees on its website.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/17/restaurant-unemployment-denver-coronavirus/

Chalkbeat: Most Colorado school districts have closed. The state teachers union wants the rest to 
shut down.
“Today we call on the governor and the superintendents of schools that have yet to close to put the 
health and safety of students and educators first in order to help stave off this massive public health 
crisis.”
https://chalkbeat.org/posts/co/2020/03/17/most-colorado-school-districts-have-closed-the-state-
teachers-union-wants-the-rest-to-shut-down/



CPR: Resident of Loveland Senior Home Tests Positive for Virus, Others Await Results
Last week, Colorado Gov. Jared Polis ordered new restrictions on nursing homes, including screening 
workers before they enter facilities. And if a facility has a positive case, it must restrict visitation and 
internal group activities.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/17/resident-of-loveland-senior-home-tests-positive-for-virus-others-
await-results/

Denver Post: Nonprofit steps up with face masks as shortage looms for Denver, nation
Supplies from the national stockpile will only go so far, said Conor Cahill, spokesperson for Gov. Jared 
Polis. As they’re received, face masks, face shields, gowns, coveralls, gloves and more will be 
distributed throughout the state with an emphasis on health care settings at the highest risk of 
infection and with a targeted focus on nursing homes, he said.

“But we’ve seen the extreme demand this disease is placing on resources throughout the world,” 
Cahill said in a text. “Over the course of the response to this pandemic, we’re all going to need more 
supplies.”
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/17/denver-coronavirus-face-masks-ppe-donations/

Denver Post: Colorado Gov. Jared Polis’ handling of coronavirus crisis earns mostly praise so far
Policy leaders and politicians are largely giving Gov. Jared Polis high marks for his response to COVID-
19 as the virus-borne disease continues its relentless march across Colorado, prompting long-term 
closures of businesses and cancellations of events that could have devastating impacts on workers’ 
livelihoods and abilities to support their families for months to come.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/17/coronavirus-jared-polis-response-emergency/

Denverite: Here’s how local restaurants are coping with eight weeks of little to no business
Gov. Jared Polis followed suit, announcing a 30-day statewide ban of on-site dining in an attempt to 
curb the virus.

“We are grateful that the governor is allowing delivery, take-out and drive-through service to 
continue, as this provides an essential option for Coloradans practicing social distancing, will help 
relieve strain on grocery stores, and will allow the businesses to generate some revenue and retain 
some staff to soften the blow,” said Sonia Riggs, CEO of the Colorado Restaurant Association. Still, 
“It’ll be crushing for employees. Even those operations that are able to stay open for takeout and 
delivery will likely have to trim some staff.”
https://denverite.com/2020/03/17/heres-how-local-restaurants-are-coping-with-eight-weeks-of-little-
to-no-business/

Mountain Mail: State increases support, testing capabilities in mountain communities
Colorado state health officials announced Monday they are increasing support and testing capabilities 
in mountain communities and other communities statewide, including the addition of 50 nurses to 
help with the state’s COVID-19 response.

The nurses, from Freedom Health Care Staffing Co., are trained in providing care in crisis situations, a 
press release stated. They will initially staff testing sites and health care facilities.

The effort was funded by a portion of the $3 million from the Disaster Emergency Fund ordered in 
Gov. Jared Polis’ executive order.
http://www.themountainmail.com/free_content/article_66d3aeec-6862-11ea-972c-2baf4ab34c21.html

303 Magazine: Theaters, Gyms and Casinos Close Statewide, Evictions Cease in Denver, and Other 
Coronavirus Updates
During Polis’ conference at the Capitol, he directed that gyms, casinos and theaters — including movie 
theaters — close their doors. Like the ban on restaurant seating, these closures go into effect 8 a.m. 
on March 17. Failure to comply with this order may result in fines and even jail time, but the governor 
stressed that, “[t]his is not about a criminal act, this is more of, again, a public safety move.”
https://303magazine.com/2020/03/polis-hancock-coronavirus-updates/



Denver Post: Letters: And now, back to politics; Our actions, kindness will define us during this 
pandemic (3/17/20)
Florida’s former Lt. Gov. Jeff Kottkamp tweeted that his family vacation was destroyed because 
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis closed the ski slopes. It is the behavior of politicians and former politicians 
during challenging times that often defines who they are.

Thanks to Polis many people will remain safe and healthy because of his decisive actions. As for 
Kottkamp, he will be remembered for his selfish, narcissistic and self-serving words. As a long time 
Coloradan, I am thankful Polis makes decisions in the best interests of our residents and the country 
in general. Cheers to Jared Polis; jeers to Jeff Kottkamp.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/17/tuesday-march-17-2020-letters/

KUNC: 'Unprecedented' Economic Uncertainty As The West's Ski Resorts, Bars And Restaurants 
Close
The closures began over the weekend, when many ski resorts near tourism-dependent towns such as 
Park City, Utah, Bozeman, Mont. and Breckenridge, Colo. announced they were either suspending 
operations temporarily or shutting down for the season. In Colorado, Gov. Jared Polis ordered all ski 
resorts in the state to close at least a week.
https://www.kunc.org/post/unprecedented-economic-uncertainty-wests-ski-resorts-bars-and-
restaurants-close#stream/0

The Gazette: Colorado Springs restaurants get jump on closure order
Some Colorado Springs restaurants and bars didn't wait for Gov. Jared Polis' order to shut down dine-
in service as a way to help slow the spread of coronavirus.
https://gazette.com/business/colorado-springs-restaurants-get-jump-on-closure-
order/article_e8d8fb88-67ed-11ea-aa20-ef4d3af800ab.html

Patch: All Boulder County Facilities Close Amid Coronavirus Concerns
All Boulder County facilities will close until April 20, officials announced Monday. Gov. Jared Polis 
ordered a general shutdown of public spaces in the state amid the spread of the new coronavirus.
https://patch.com/colorado/boulder/all-boulder-county-facilities-close-amid-coronavirus-concerns

The Know: Vail Resorts to keep all but 3 resorts closed for the season due to coronavirus
The Vail announcement covers Vail Mountain, Beaver Creek, Breckenridge, Keystone and Crested 
Butte. Loveland, Sunlight, Monarch and Telluride previously announced they would not reopen after 
the one-week suspension of operations ordered by Gov. Jared Polis.
https://theknow.denverpost.com/2020/03/17/vail-resorts-closed-2020-season-coronavirus/235618/

CBS Denver: Coronavirus In Colorado: Gov. Jared Polis Signs Executive Order For Flexibility On 
Political Party Assemblies, Conventions
Gov. Jared Polis signed an executive order on Tuesday morning giving political parties in Colorado 
flexibility on assemblies and conventions due to the coronavirus pandemic. As of Monday afternoon, 
there are 160 cases and one death in Colorado from COVID-19.

The executive order allows “Colorado’s political parties to amend certain rules and procedures 
governing the conduct of their assemblies and conventions and to limit in-person contact during 
nominating assemblies and conventions.”
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/17/coronavirus-in-colorado-gov-jared-polis-signs-executive-
order-for-flexibility-on-political-party-assemblies-conventions/

Colorado Sun: Vail Resorts decides to end ski season at Vail, Keystone, Crested Butte, Beaver 
Creek; Loveland, Buttermilk also shut down
“When you close some, you can’t have more and more people congregating on fewer and fewer open 
places,” Polis said. “Let’s say Denver closes restaurants and a couple of other cities, but Sterling, 
Colorado, tried to keep them open. You can’t have hundreds or thousands of people driving to Sterling 
to go to a bar and infecting the people of Sterling. You have to look statewide.”
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/17/vail-beaver-creek-keystone-close-for-season/



Longmont Observer: Gov. Polis Orders General Shutdown
In order to slow the spread of COVID-19, Gov. Polis announced Monday afternoon that all on-site 
dining will be prohibited at restaurants and bars in Colorado.

Restaurants can allow up to five people inside at one time to pick up food but must be at least six 
feet apart from each other.
https://longmontobserver.org/featured/gov-polis-orders-general-shutdown/

The Hill: At least 20 states order partial closures of restaurants, bars amid coronavirus
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis (D) announced Monday that all restaurants, bars, movie theaters, other 
theaters, casinos, gyms, breweries and coffeehouses would close across the state. 

But food- and beverage-serving locations will still be able to provide delivery service, window service, 
walk-up service, drive-thru service and drive-up service, according to a release. 
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/public-global-health/487974-at-least-20-states-order-partial-
closure-restaurants

The Gazette: Colorado Springs restaurants get jump on closure order
Some Colorado Springs restaurants and bars didn't wait for Gov. Jared Polis' order to shut down dine-
in service as a way to help slow the spread of coronavirus.
https://gazette.com/business/colorado-springs-restaurants-get-jump-on-closure-
order/article_e8d8fb88-67ed-11ea-aa20-ef4d3af800ab.html

CPR: Colorado Coronavirus Updates: Closures, Testing, Cases And More
Shortly after Denver ordered that bars and restaurants close their seating areas and only offer drive-
thru, takeout and delivery service, Gov. Jared Polis followed suit for the state. The public health 
order is effective as of 8:00 a.m. today and allows restaurants to continue to serve meals for delivery 
or carry-out, but not for in-person dining. It will stay in place for at least 30 days.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/17/colorado-coronavirus-updates-closures-testing-cases-and-more-3/

Business Den: Coronavirus roundup: Hancock, then Polis, order restaurants closed except for 
delivery, takeout
Gov. Jared Polis and Denver Mayor Michael Hancock announced on Monday a number of measures 
intended to curb the spread of coronavirus, most notably mandating that restaurants can serve food 
only for delivery or takeout.

Patrons across the state will not be allowed to consume restaurant food on the premises for 30 days. 
Patrons in Denver will follow the same rules beginning at 8 a.m. Tuesday and extending for eight 
weeks, through May 11.
https://businessden.com/2020/03/17/coronavirus-roundup-hancock-then-polis-order-restaurants-
closed-except-for-delivery-takeout/

Kiowa County Press: Governor Polis announces 30-day dine-in restaurant and bar closures
"There were very difficult decisions," Polis said. "The goals of which are to reduce the severity and 
duration of this public health crisis."

"We know that there's over 12,000 small restaurants and bars across the state, and I know first hand 
they're some of the hardest business establishments to manage," he added, saying he used to own two 
restaurants that later went out of business.
https://kiowacountypress.net/content/governor%C2%A0polis-announces-30-day-dine-restaurant-and-
bar-closures

Colorado Sun: A special committee advises the governor on how to respond to an epidemic. 
They’ve never faced a test like this.
This is one of the difficulties of coordinating the Governor’s Expert Emergency Epidemic Response 
Committee at a time when a disease so infectious is sweeping the state that it makes meeting in 
person a liability. The 20 members of the committee, which advises Gov. Jared Polis about how best 
to respond to an epidemic, on Monday held their first formal meeting since COVID-19 hit the state.



https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/17/polis-epidemic-response-coronavirus-cdphe/

The Gazette: Colorado suspends all standardized testing, including PSAT and SAT exams, for this 
school year
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis agrees with forgoing testing in order to help contain the coronavirus, 
saying, “Right now, students, families, and educators need to be focused on doing everything they can 
to keep families safe and stable. It is clear that COVID-19 will put extraordinary stress on our 
education system for the coming weeks and months.

"In order to ensure our schools and educators are able to spend as much time as possible on online 
instruction in a difficult situation, I support the decision to pause assessments and school 
accountability for this year only.”
https://gazette.com/news/colorado-suspends-all-standardized-testing-including-psat-and-sat-
exams/article_2b1ac15a-6872-11ea-8563-df50ba3acaee.html

KKTV: Movie theaters close nationwide, release films for home viewing
U.S. movie theaters have closed nationwide due to the coronavirus pandemic, turning dark nearly all 
of the country’s 40,000-plus screens in an unprecedented shutdown.

This follows an order by Colorado Governor Jared Polis, closing restaurant dining rooms, gyms, bars 
and movie theaters across the state.
https://www.kktv.com/content/news/Movie-theaters-close-nationwide-offer--568862331.html

Mountain Mail: Donovan requests COVID-19 Economic Impact, Recovery Study committee
Following evolving recommendations over the weekend from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and Gov. Jared Polis to match the urgency of containing the spread of COVID-19, state Sen. 
Kerry Donovan requested establishing a COVID-19 Economic Impact and Recovery Study Committee.

The committee would study state-wide impacts as well as impact on individual finances during the 
interim between the 2020 and 2021 legislative sessions.
http://www.themountainmail.com/free_content/article_9d598fea-685d-11ea-b68e-a7f02a0b7d92.html

Colorado Sun: A plea by Colorado tech firms for a faster response to coronavirus goes national
On Sunday night, the state Department of Public Health and Environment recommended that 
Coloradans follow new federal guidance to cancel or postpone events of 50 or more people. On 
Monday, Polis ordered bars and restaurants statewide to close to in-person dining for 30 days. Sen. 
Michael Bennet introduced legislation in the U.S. Senate to prohibit employers from firing, punishing 
or otherwise discriminating against a worker who is quarantined or isolated or caring for a family 
member. 
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/17/denver-boulder-tech-startups-response-covid-19-pledge-
stopthespread/

Colorado Politics: CORONAVIRUS DIARY, 03-16-20 | A change (for the worse) in how state reports 
positive cases
Gov. Jared Polis has held five news conferences in the past eight days to announce new orders and 
update the state on the COVID-19 outbreak. Up until Monday, those events were held in his office, 
with reporters and TV cameras jammed together. The governor’s disaster team also has been in 
attendance, and also jammed together. Not exactly setting the example of social distancing — 6 to 8 
feet apart — that Polis has been calling for.

That all changed on Monday. The governor’s afternoon newser was held in the west foyer of the state 
Capitol, a much larger space, and his staff had tape measures at the ready, making sure each reporter 
was at least six feet away from the next. The governor’s disaster team also was spread several feet 
apart. — Marianne Goodland
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/coronavirus-diary-----a-change-for-the/article_2d74e084-
6796-11ea-86d0-97ec704688a6.html

Colorado Politics: CORONAVIRUS DIARY | Teachers union wants Polis to close schools



The governor temporarily closed down businesses that serve as public gathering places due to 
coronavirus, but as of Tuesday morning only 85 of 178 school districts had followed his lead and closed 
down, according to the Colorado Education Association. 

“Governor Polis has taken decisive steps to ensure the safety and health of Coloradans by making 
tough decisions to temporarily close down restaurants, bars, casinos, gyms, breweries and 
coffeehouses,” CEA President Amie Baca-Oehlert said in a statement. 

“Yet there has been no order or recommendation to Superintendents to close down Colorado's public 
schools for public health and safety as we have seen happen in other states.”
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/coronavirus/coronavirus-diary-one-hashtag-to-cheer-us-
all/article_bb99c2da-684a-11ea-a759-cb46799fe287.html

Forbes: Pandemic Prompts Call To Suspend Or Repeal Bag Bans & Taxes
Colorado is one of a number of states where there isn’t a statewide plastic bag ban, but there are a 
number of locally-imposed plastic bag bans and paper bag taxes. Telluride, Boulder, and 7 other 
towns across the state prohibit plastic bags and tax paper bags. Jon Caldara, president of the 
Independence Institute, a Denver-based think tank is urging Colorado Governor Jared Polis (D), as a 
follow up to the emergency actions the Governor has already taken, to repeal these local bag bans, 
since “single use items have less of a chance of spreading the disease.” 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/patrickgleason/2020/03/17/pandemic-prompts-call-to-suspend-or-
repeal-bag-bans--taxes/#5a6d9d32464d

Colorado Sun: Montrose funeral home owner who allegedly sold hundreds of bodies without 
families’ consent is federally indicted
This year, the legislature sent a bill to Gov. Jared Polis that would make abusing a corpse a Class 6 
felony. It’s currently a Class 2 misdemeanor. The measure, House Bill 1148, is awaiting Polis’ 
signature.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/17/megan-hess-sunset-mesa-funeral-body-parts-indictment/

Biz West: Colorado officials prepare to ask SBA for disaster declaration, potentially unlocking 
federal loans
However, it’s unclear how soon the SBA could make a disaster declaration or how quickly capital 
would be made available to Colorado businesses. A spokeswoman for the SBA did not respond to 
requests for comment Monday and Tuesday morning.

Those loans could be a lifeline to the state’s in-person service businesses after Gov. Jared Polis 
ordered a 30-day ban on serving dine-in customers Monday. The loans could help businesses keep 
front-of-house employees such as waiters and bartenders on the payroll.

At a press conference Monday, Polis said Colorado would expand its unemployment insurance for 
temporarily laid off employees and to cover wages from employees whose hours were cut.
https://bizwest.com/2020/03/17/colorado-officials-prepare-to-ask-sba-for-disaster-declaration-
potentially-unlocking-federal-loans/

Westword: Music-Industry Workers Unite After Losing Jobs Over Coronavirus
On March 16, Governor Jared Polis announced that all restaurants, theaters, venues, bars, gyms, 
casinos and more must be closed statewide.

Diemand says the closures are affecting the entire music industry, including everyone from venue 
owners to production companies to people pushing cases onto stages and tuning guitars. “We are 
talking hundreds of thousands of people across the country out of work overnight,” he says.
https://www.westword.com/music/contract-workers-in-music-industry-unite-after-coronavirus-layoffs-
11666739

Colorado Politics: DeGette, on call with constituents, talks COVID-19 economic relief, testing 
failures
“I don’t think we can definitively say that if this really explodes, that we’re not going to have some 



kind of a national shutdown. But we still do have to try to keep businesses operating,” she said. 
DeGette approved of the orders from Gov. Jared Polis and Denver Mayor Michael Hancock to close 
dine-in service for restaurants and bars to minimize transmission risk of the virus in large groups of 
people. She believes leaders will order quarantines “as needed” if there appear to be hot spots for 
transmission.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/coronavirus/degette-on-call-with-constituents-talks-covid--
economic-relief/article 595494cc-6806-11ea-9219-531662638ea4.html

Summit Daily: ‘The lifeblood of our community’: Ski area and hospitality employees face an 
uncertain road ahead
The shutdown of Colorado’s ski areas coupled with increasingly severe measures taken to contain the 
spread of COVID-19 is rattling Summit County’s tourism-driven economy and putting much of the local 
workforce out of a job — at least temporarily.

Colorado Gov. Jared Polis issued an executive order Saturday night to close the state’s nearly 30 ski 
areas for one week. In the following days, Loveland Ski Area and Vail Resorts announced they would 
close for the 2019-20 ski season. Then on Monday, Summit Count
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/the-lifeblood-of-our-community-ski-area-and-hospitality-
employees-face-an-uncertain-road-ahead/

Westword: How COVID-19 Is Predicted to Brutalize Colorado's Economy
During the March 16 press conference where he announced the statewide shutdown of restaurants, 
bars, gyms, theaters and casinos over COVID-19, Governor Jared Polis suggested that forecasting the 
economic impact of the virus on Colorado is all but impossible in light of the many things we don't 
know about it thus far. But the Office of State Planning and Budgeting has attempted to do so 
anyway, and its vision of the fiscal future is summed up in these six words: "The economic outlook is 
extremely uncertain."

The analysis, assembled under the auspices of OSPB director Lauren Larson and deputy director Luke 
Teater, predicts a 30 percent decline in general revenues in 2020 as part of what's dubbed a 
"simulated recession," and 2021 projections show a $400 million decline in general fund revenue and a 
$52 million dip in Colorado's cash fund revenue. And that's just the beginning.
https://www.westword.com/news/covid-19-and-what-closures-may-do-to-colorados-economy-
11666674

Colorado Politics: Colorado will cancel state tests in light of coronavirus school closures, officials 
say
Colorado will cancel state standardized tests this school year while about 90% of the state’s 913,000 
students are out of school to help stop the spread of the new coronavirus, state education officials 
announced Tuesday...Colorado Gov. Jared Polis said he supports the decision to suspend state testing. 
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/chalkbeat-colorado-will-cancel-state-tests-in-light-of-
coronavirus/article ffa6331a-6876-11ea-be8a-3fc5e00f3b32.html

Denver Post: Nonprofit steps up with face masks as shortage looms for Denver, nation
Supplies from the national stockpile will only go so far, said Conor Cahill, spokesperson for Gov. Jared 
Polis. As they’re received, face masks, face shields, gowns, coveralls, gloves and more will be 
distributed throughout the state with an emphasis on health care settings at the highest risk of 
infection and with a targeted focus on nursing homes, he said.

“But we’ve seen the extreme demand this disease is placing on resources throughout the world,” 
Cahill said in a text. “Over the course of the response to this pandemic, we’re all going to need more 
supplies.”
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/17/denver-coronavirus-face-masks-ppe-donations/

Business Insider: Colorado's Summit County is shuttering all non-essential businesses but is allowing 
food, gas, grocery, liquor, and marijuana dispensaries to stay open
Summit County, Colorado, is home to many ski resorts. It’s known in the state as high country because 
most of it is above 9,000 feet. This week is spring break, which should have been one of the biggest 
weeks of the year for the county, as skiers traveled there from all over the world to enjoy spring 



skiing. 

Instead, the coronavirus came to town. Summit County (home to ski resorts like Breckenridge, 
Keystone, and Copper Mountain) and Eagle County (home to ski resorts like Vail and Beaver Creek) 
were some of the first areas in the state to report cases of the virus. As cases have multiplied in 
Colorado, Gov. Jared Polis ordered all the ski resorts in the state to close. 
https://www.businessinsider.in/international/news/colorados-summit-county-is-shuttering-all-non-
essential-businesses-but-is-allowing-food-gas-grocery-liquor-and-marijuana-dispensaries-to-stay-
open/articleshow/74672114.cms

KKTV: 'Doing My Part Colorado': Springs business making changes to stay afloat during 30-day 
closure
Gov. Jared Polis' closure order goes into effect at 8 a.m. Tuesday and will continue for 30 days."While 
testing is important, we can't wait on that. We need to act to flatten the curve and we need to be 
realistic," he said in a news conference Monday when announcing the decision.
https://www.kktv.com/content/news/Doing-MY-Part-Colorado-Springs-business-making-changes-to-
stay-afloat-during-30-day-closure-568858451.html

The Gazette: Coronavirus in Colorado: Live updates - State testing paused for students; food bank 
asks for help; free meals for children
"I’m a big fan of accountability and transparency in public education, but we will simply have to forgo 
incredibly useful data on student achievement for a year to help contain the virus,” Gov. Jared Polis 
said in the release. "Right now, students, families and educators need to be focused on doing 
everything they can to keep families safe and stable."
https://gazette.com/news/local/coronavirus-in-colorado-live-updates---state-testing-
paused/article_fc4c7886-684a-11ea-9ff3-539ee3ff6548.html

Westword: Help Is Here for Denver Creatives Affected by COVID-19
“People were asking me where to get relief assistance, but I was struggling to find anything,” Wiese 
adds. “I tagged Jared Polis, Candi CdeBaca and others, asking if they knew of anything. Nobody was 
answering me.

“I'm lucky enough to have a job. I can get time off if I’m sick.” But others aren’t so lucky. “We 
couldn’t wait for the government to act and do something,” Wiese notes. Though she’s heard rumors 
and rumblings about the city joining the fray, she adds, “These are things that should have been done 
a week ago.”
https://www.westword.com/arts/denver-artist-covid-19-relief-fund-raises-money-for-artists-in-need-
11666537

Colorado Politics: State revenue forecasts show $800M less coming in; state budget will have to be 
frozen for 2020-21
Virtually any ideas about new programs in the 2020-21 budget are likely now gone. In Gov. Jared Polis' 
budget request, that means early childhood education, increases to the statutory reserve that gives 
the state a cushion against recession, and $52 million to pay down the state's debt to K-12 education, 
known as the budget stabilization factor. "I think we'll have to take a long and hard look ... and new 
ideas or programs will be the first to be set aside," said JBC Chair Rep. Daneya Esgar, D-Pueblo.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/coronavirus/state-revenue-forecasts-show-m-less-coming-in-state-
budget/article_5d986ad0-67bc-11ea-8e58-7bff4fbd7f71.html

The Gazette: EDITORIAL: Coronavirus could unveil our health care shortage
The pandemic makes obvious the delicate nature of the supply chain. An equally obvious example of 
our health care system’s limited capacity is likely to ensue as the virus spreads.

Colorado Gov. Jared Polis warns of a looming “catastrophic overload” on Colorado’s health care 
system. New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, other political leaders, and health care professionals have 
issued similar warnings.
https://gazette.com/premium/editorial-coronavirus-could-unveil-our-health-care-
shortage/article_f34a5fd8-67e5-11ea-a610-a7586b6bf179.html



Westword: Golf Today, Because Denver Courses Close Tomorrow
On March 16, Governor Jared Polis ordered a thirty-day closure of bars and restaurants to sit-down 
service throughout Colorado. Polis's closure order also includes movie and performance theaters, 
casinos and gyms.

When he made that announcement, Polis also encouraged Coloradans to make use of the state's 
outdoor sites and continue activities like hiking or biking as a way to stay mentally and physically fit.
https://www.westword.com/news/denver-shutting-down-its-golf-courses-on-march-18-11667442

Colorado Politics: Some Colorado child care centers followed districts in closing. Now the state 
wants them to stay open.
Several Denver providers said they had thought carefully about whether or not to close, consulting 
health care professionals, their partners in local school districts, and infectious disease protocols. But 
they didn’t hear any clear message during the work week about staying open — from the state health 
department or the state human services department, which oversees child care. 

“I am flabbergasted by the information released yesterday by [the state],” wrote Chelsea Moran, the 
owner of a Denver child care center and preschool called Wonder Academy, in a letter to Gov. Jared 
Polis on Sunday. “This information flies directly in contradiction to everything else being released by 
the governor’s office. Please help me understand how closing the ski resorts through executive order 
is warranted, but allowing dozens and dozens of children in an enclosed area is OK?”
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/coronavirus/some-colorado-child-care-centers-followed-districts-
in-closing-now/article_28d40c4c-6847-11ea-a939-bbadf7fb8a4c.html

Westword: Twitter Rips Ex-Florida Lt. Gov. Who Whined About Vail's COVID-19 Closure
On Saturday, March 14, Vail Resorts revealed that it would be closing its operations for one week, 
from March 15 through March 22, shortly before Governor Jared Polis directed other ski areas in the 
state to do likewise. This move incensed Jeff Kottkamp, the former lieutenant governor of Florida, 
who was heading to Vail for a family skiing vacation and vented his spleen about the inconvenience on 
Twitter.

The reaction from people in Colorado and beyond? A powerful tweetstorm aimed directly at Kottkamp 
that only intensified when he tried to mitigate the damage — albeit after deleting the message that 
had started the whole thing.
https://www.westword.com/news/covid-19-twitter-attack-on-ex-florida-lt-governor-over-vail-closure-
11666294

Denver 7: Why Denver International Airport restaurants will stay open amid COVID-19 shutdown
The airport is exempt from Denver Mayor Michael Hancock's eight-week shutdown of dining, along 
with Gov. Jared Polis' 30-day statewide suspension, "because of our unique need to provide food, 
products and services" to passengers and employees who spend extended time at the airport and don't 
have other food options, airport officials said in a statement Tuesday.
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/coronavirus/why-denver-international-airport-restaurants-
will-stay-open-amid-covid-19-shutdown

Greeley Tribune: CHSAA extends spring sports, activities suspension two more weeks
Polis ordered on Monday that bars, restaurants and other large gatherings be closed or canceled for 30 
days. The ruling went into effect Tuesday morning. This is an effort to minimize the spread of COVID-
19. 

“We are announcing that the association will follow the guidelines that went into effect at 8 a.m. 
today and will remain in effect for 30 days,” CHSAA commissioner Rhonda Blanford-Green said in a 
statement. “This media and school advisory is to keep the membership apprised of the latest decisions 
from the CHSAA office.”
https://www.greeleytribune.com/sports/chsaa-extends-spring-sports-activities-suspension-two-weeks-
covid-19/

CBS Denver: Coronavirus Update: Denver Zoo, Cheyenne Mountain Zoo Close Until Further Notice



The Denver Zoo and Cheyenne Mountain Zoo have closed until further notice in accordance with Gov. 
Jared Polis’ order restricting gatherings of large groups of 50 or more due to coronavirus. There are 
160 cases of coronavirus in Colorado as of Monday afternoon.
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/17/coronavirus-denver-zoo-cheyenne-mountain-zoo-close/

Westword: Colorado Union Leaders, Workers Call for COVID-19 "People's Bailout"
As state and federal lawmakers begin developing plans to address the economic fallout from the 
coronavirus pandemic, Colorado labor organizers are sending leaders a clear message: Help people, 
not corporations… 

… While advocates praised Governor Jared Polis's decision to issue an emergency order last week 
requiring employers in some industries to provide paid sick leave for workers who are being tested for 
COVID-19, they urged policy makers to enact far more comprehensive paid-leave programs that will 
offer workers more security as the crisis continues to unfold.
https://www.westword.com/news/colorado-union-leaders-workers-call-for-covid-19-peoples-bailout-
11667426

9 News: Impacted by coronavirus? Here are some resources
On Monday, Gov. Jared Polis issued a public health order mandating that all restaurants and bars 
across the state close to indoor seating for eight weeks. Take-out, delivery and drive-thru service will 
be allowed. He said 240,000 people work in that industry.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/resources-for-those-impacted-by-the-
coronavirus-pandemic/73-ff44a9a4-dd64-468a-b5a6-e343619ef390

Denver Post: Nonprofit steps up with face masks as shortage looms for Denver, nation
Supplies from the national stockpile will only go so far, said Conor Cahill, spokesperson for Gov. Jared 
Polis. As they’re received, face masks, face shields, gowns, coveralls, gloves and more will be 
distributed throughout the state with an emphasis on health care settings at the highest risk of 
infection and with a targeted focus on nursing homes, he said.

“But we’ve seen the extreme demand this disease is placing on resources throughout the world,” 
Cahill said in a text. “Over the course of the response to this pandemic, we’re all going to need more 
supplies.”
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/17/denver-coronavirus-face-masks-ppe-donations/

KRDO: Colorado restaurants face challenge in wake of order to close dining rooms
Polis acknowledged the 12,000 bars and restaurants across the state and the economic impact those 
businesses will see. He also said more than 240,000 people work in the industry…

...Employees affected can apply for unemployment benefits and businesses can take measures to avoid 
lay-offs through the state's work-share program.
https://krdo.com/lifestyle/jobs/2020/03/17/colorado-restaurants-face-challenge-in-wake-of-order-to-
close-dining-rooms/

Out There Colorado: Here’s how people are responding to the Colorado restaurant shutdown
Last night, Governor Polis ordered a shutdown of Colorado’s restaurants for the next 30-days and his 
announcement was met with mixed reactions. Many people expressed concern that the shutdown 
would eliminate a main source of income for those in the restaurant industry, while others 
commended Polis’ efforts to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
https://www.outtherecolorado.com/heres-how-people-are-responding-to-the-colorado-restaurant-
shutdown/

FOX 21: Southern Colorado grocery stores hiring thousands of employees
Grocery stores in Colorado and across the country are hiring thousands of employees to keep up with 
increased demand during the coronavirus pandemic.

The move comes as Gov. Jared Polis ordered other types of businesses to temporarily close or adjust 
services to help slow the spread of the virus.



https://www.fox21news.com/news/state/southern-colorado-grocery-stores-hiring-thousands-of-
employees/

Denver Business Journal: Colorado restaurants, casinos, theaters react to governor's order to close 
for 30 days 
Polis, who has owned and operated several businesses, acknowledged the negative economic effect 
the move will have on businesses and workers, and he said that the state will allow employees who 
see a reduction in hours or benefits to apply for unemployment benefits. But he couched the moves as 
short-term pain that is necessary for the long-term preservation of the state’s health as well as its 
business ecosystem as the number of presumptive-positive cases of COVID-19 rose Monday to 160.

“This is really hard … but it’s the overwhelming expert opinion, the scientific opinion,” Polis said in a 
late-afternoon news conference. “We are saving lives, and we are minimizing the medium- to long-
term economic damage to businesses and workers in our state of Colorado.”
https://www.bizjournals.com/denver/news/2020/03/17/colorado-restaurants-casinos-theaters-react-
to.html

The Gazette: El Paso County closes offices, extends sick leave to part-time, temporary employees
Public Health is not providing immunizations or family planning services. The department has not set 
a date when those services will resume. 

The county assessor, treasurer and planning departments are scheduled to reopen April 6. Gov. Jared 
Polis announced Monday DMVs would close through April 18. 
https://gazette.com/news/el-paso-county-closes-offices-extends-sick-leave-to-part/article_87998128-
6868-11ea-b6bf-2fa9732e7568.html

Colorado

Denver Post: Colorado offering unemployment benefits to workers affected by COVID-19 closures
“Unfortunately, a lot of workers have never been in this situation. This is actually one that we’ve not 
seen, even the Great Recession Pose different challenges than what we are seeing now. What we’re 
seeing is an indefinite time period Of workforce slow down or reduction in hours, temporary closures, 
and so our best guidance right now is to file for unemployment,” said Cher Haavind, a spokesperson 
for the agency.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/17/colorado-unemployment-benefits-coronavirus-covid-19/

Denver Post: No drive-thru coronavirus testing in Denver on Tuesday, but new site opens in 
Telluride
The state health department, assisted by the National Guard, plans to open a drive-up testing site 
near Telluride on Tuesday — but it will only serve around 100 pre-selected, high-risk patients, the 
agency said Monday. A second drive-up testing location is planned for Routt County, but it’s unclear 
when that might open…

… Drive-thru testing in Denver has been beset by hours-long lines that have forced the site to close 
early multiple times. Officials on Saturday closed the mobile testing facility at the Denver Coliseum 
after 200 cars and has not reopened in the Mile High City since.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/17/drive-thru-coronavirus-testing-denver-telluride/

Colorado Independent: Guest Post: GEO and ICE could be building Colorado’s most dangerous 
COVID-19 reservoir
As of Monday afternoon, March 16, Colorado had 160 cases of COVID-19 and experienced its first 
related death three days earlier. The state’s testing capacity is maxed out, but has entirely missed 
one population: detainees. Detention facilities are recognized incubators for infectious diseases, and 
in order to “flatten the curve” and contain the COVID-19 pandemic, the United States urgently needs 
to decrease our incarcerated population. 
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/17/guest-post-geo-aurora-detention-facility-spread-
covid-19/



Colorado Sun: This is how much Colorado’s mountain communities stand to lose without skiing, 
restaurants, bars and lodging 
A Colorado Sun analysis of taxable sales in 13 ski towns over the past two years shows residents and 
visitors spending more than $500 million in the last two months of ski season. But with resorts ordered 
closed for at least the next week and possibly the rest of the season because of the new coronavirus, 
and restaurants, bars, hotels and clothing stores shut down by decree as well, most — if not all — of 
that revenue is at risk.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/17/colorado-mountain-communities-economic-impact-coronavirus/

CBS Denver: Coronavirus In Colorado: Restaurants, Bars Try To Help Staff By Donating Food
The Colorado Department of Labor and Employment said it is encouraging employers to try to use paid 
leave and telework options before implementing layoffs. Those who are not working can apply for 
unemployment.
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/17/coronavirus-colorado-bars-restaurants-unemployment/

CBS Denver: Coronavirus In Colorado: King Soopers, Safeway Stores Hiring To Help Restock Shelves
Empty store shelves stand where there used to be household essentials like tissue, toilet paper, hand 
sanitizer, lunch meat and canned foods. People preparing to social distance themselves have stocked 
up on the essentials and that has left some stores with reduced hours or limits on certain items.
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/17/coronavirus-colorado-king-soopers-safeway-grocery-hiring-
employees/

Denver Business Journal: Colorado AG vows to investigate businesses who promise COVID-19 
refunds and don’t deliver
Colorado Attorney General Phil Weiser vowed to investigate businesses that promise consumers 
refunds for cancellations related to COVID-19 and don't follow-through with them. 

“As for any businesses that promise refunds or credits and fail to deliver on such promises, we will 
quickly investigate any such conduct and be ready to take action to protect consumers,” Weiser said in 
a news release. 
https://www.bizjournals.com/denver/news/2020/03/17/colorado-business-refunds-coronavirus.html

Ark Valley Voice: Colorado health department issues public health order closing Colorado bars, 
restaurants, gyms, theaters, and casinos– still allowing takeout and delivery
“We understand the gravity of this public health order, and the disruption it will cause,” said Jill 
Hunsaker Ryan, executive director, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. “But we 
are weighing this disruption against the need to save lives.”

“Based on the experience of other countries, the state of Washington, and modeling data, the sooner 
we begin social distancing measures on a large enough scale, the more quickly we can slow 
transmission of the virus, which translates into less people requiring hospitalization at the same time 
and more lives saved,”  added Ryan.
https://arkvalleyvoice.com/colorado-health-department-issues-public-health-order-closing-colorado-
bars-restaurants-gyms-theaters-and-casinos-still-allowing-takeout-and-delivery/

Out There Colorado: Criminals should cease nefarious activity, requests Colorado Sheriff’s Office
“Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and its contagious nature, the Logan County Sheriff’s Office is asking 
all criminal activities/nefarious conduct to cease until further notice. We appreciate your anticipated 
cooperation in halting crime and thank criminals in advance. We will update you when you can return 
to your normal criminal behavior. #socialdistancingnow #behaveyourself”
https://www.outtherecolorado.com/criminals-should-cease-nefarious-activity-requests-colorado-
sheriffs-office/

FOX News: Colorado nurse says she's feeling better after long bout with COVID-19
“I felt like I wanted to collapse, I was having shortness of breath, every time I stood up, I got really 
diaphoretic and sweaty so I asked [my husband] to take me in [to the hospital] and I started having a 
little back pain on both sides down by my lower rib area,” the Crested Butte, Colo., resident told 
“Fox & Friends.”
https://www.foxnews.com/media/colorado-nurse-long-bout-covid-19-symptoms



The Gazette: Colorado Springs-area hospitals enforce stricter visitor policies, new safety measures, 
as coronavirus outbreak continues
Patients who arrive at the hospital are first screened, and any who have respiratory symptoms are 
immediately given a mask, she said. They’re then moved to isolation rooms “with negative air flow, 
which hospitals use for other communicable illnesses,” where they are cared for by employees 
wearing personal protective equipment and tested to see if they meet criteria for COVID-19.
https://gazette.com/health/colorado-springs-area-hospitals-enforce-stricter-visitor-policies-new-
safety/article_c3a25b06-67a3-11ea-b11e-2f9955da3294.html

Vail Daily: Colorado counties sue state over new air-quality regulations
Two Colorado counties joined a statewide lawsuit against new oil and gas air-quality rules they say 
unfairly impact rural areas. Garfield and Mesa counties joined seven other counties in the lawsuit 
against the state Air Quality Control Commission, Air Pollution Control Division and Department of 
Public Health and Environment, The Daily Sentinel reports. The lawsuit opposes rules the commission 
adopted among a suite of regulations state agencies would use to comply with a bill rewriting 
oversight of oil and gas development.
https://www.vaildaily.com/news/colorado/colorado-counties-sue-state-over-new-air-quality-
regulations/

303 Magazine: A Local Start-up is Trying to Make An Online Marketplace for Artists in Prison
Prison art is not a new thing. Galleries have hosted showings of art made in prison, writing 
submissions by inmates have been published and on a smaller scale, incarcerated people have always 
made art with the limited supplies available to them for loved ones or for sale or trade. Adams thinks 
that his idea is significant and different because it encourages inmates to express themselves 
creatively and connect with the outside world through those creations. In other words — it gives 
people hope and a purpose.
https://303magazine.com/2020/03/prison-art-for-redemption/

CBS Denver: Coronavirus Outbreak: Two Of Colorado's Most Popular Zoos Close
https://denver.cbslocal.com/video/4484314-coronavirus-outbreak-two-of-colorados-most-popular-
zoos-close/

Coloradoan: Joe Neguse, Colorado public health officials holding coronavirus town hall by phone
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2020/03/17/joe-neguse-holding-coronavirus-town-hall-
phone/5068334002/

The Gazette: List: What's open, what's closed in Colorado amid coronavirus
https://gazette.com/nowall/list-what-s-open-here-s-what-s-closed-in/article_e906f30a-66dd-11ea-
b31e-f71dcce28d9d.html

KKTV: Aurora police officer involved in suspected DUI crash in north Springs
https://www.kktv.com/content/news/Driver-injured-after-crash-caught-on-doorbell-camera-
568861191.html

KOAA: Resources, businesses still available to you during COVID-19 closures
https://www.koaa.com/news/coronavirus/resources-businesses-still-available-to-you-during-covid-19-
closures

Denver Post: Where to volunteer and donate during the coronavirus crisis in Colorado
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/17/coronavirus-colorado-volunteer-donations/

US 

BBC: Coronavirus: US pushes direct payment plan as part of $1tn stimulus
US Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin says he supports sending money directly to Americans as part of 
a $1tn (£830bn) stimulus aimed at averting an economic crisis caused by the coronavirus.
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-51932403



NPR: U.S. Stock Market Jumps As White House Plans $1 Trillion Stimulus
https://www.npr.org/2020/03/17/817073479/u-s-stock-markets-tick-up-after-steepest-drop-since-
1987

CNN: China announces retaliatory measures on US media outlets
"In recent years, the US government has placed unwarranted restrictions on Chinese media agencies 
and personnel in the US, purposely made things difficult for their normal reporting assignments, and 
subjected them to growing discrimination and politically-motivated oppression," China's Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs said in a statement on Wednesday.
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/17/media/china-retaliates-against-us-media/index.html

Market Watch: Here are the industries that could get coronavirus aid from the U.S. government
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/here-are-the-industries-that-could-get-coronavirus-aid-from-
the-us-government-2020-03-17

Reuters: U.S. airlines face push-back in Congress on $50 billion bailout proposal
Some Democrats in Congress are pushing back on aspects of a proposal by major airlines seeking $50 
billion in grants and loans in the face of the massive travel slowdown as a result of the coronavirus 
pandemic.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-aviation/u-s-airlines-face-push-back-in-
congress-on-50-billion-bailout-proposal-idUSKBN2143O1

CNBC: Goldman slashes oil forecast, sees US crude at $20 per barrel
“Demand losses across the complex are now unprecedented,” Goldman’s global head of commodities 
research Jeffrey Currie wrote in a note to clients Tuesday. The firm said that oil use has fallen by 
eight million barrels per day as the coronavirus has led to a near standstill in travel, among other 
things.
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/17/goldman-slashes-oil-forecast-sees-us-crude-at-22.html

USA Today: Coronavirus updates: $1,000 for all considered; death toll reaches 94; NYC weighs 
shelter in place
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/03/17/coronavirus-live-updates-us-death-toll-
recession-fears-election-day/5060791002/

Wall Street Journal: Stocks Push Higher in Volatile Trading
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-futures-rise-as-asia-markets-gyrate-11584413763

FOX 40: Live daily update: US cities shut down to slow virus outbreak
https://fox40.com/news/coronavirus/live-daily-update-us-cities-shut-down-to-slow-virus-outbreak/

The Guardian: China-US standoff escalates as Beijing expels major US media staff
China will expel US reporters of three major US news outlets, in a hugely damaging attack on foreign 
media coverage of the country – and an escalation of the showdown over the press between 
Washington and Beijing.

The decision, announced just after midnight Beijing time, requires US citizens working for the New 
York Times, Washington Post and Wall Street Journal to halt reporting and hand in their press cards 
within 10 days, if their credentials expire before the end of 2020.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/17/china-to-expel-more-us-journalists-in-latest-tit-
for-tat-move

The Guardian: Amazon to suspend non-essential shipments to UK and US warehouses
The US company is prioritising five categories of goods which it calls essential products, and which 
shippers can continue to send to its warehouses – these include baby products, health and household; 
beauty and personal care; groceries; industrial and scientific; and pet supplies.
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/mar/17/amazon-to-suspend-all-non-essential-
shipments-in-uk-and-us-until-april



NPR: Uber, Lyft Halt Shared Carpool Service In U.S. And Canada
https://www.npr.org/2020/03/17/817240060/uber-lyft-halt-shared-carpool-service-in-u-s-and-canada

CNBC: US coronavirus cases surpass 5,000, up fivefold from a week ago
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/17/us-coronavirus-cases-surpass-5000-up-fivefold-from-a-week-
ago.html

Wall Street Journal: As U.S. Tries to Slow Coronavirus Impact, Europe Hunkers Dow
https://www.wsj.com/articles/as-europe-hunkers-down-governments-pledge-billions-to-help-
companies-11584447981

NPR: Are U.S. Hospitals Ready?
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/03/17/815484566/are-u-s-hospitals-ready

CNBC: Credit markets signal the US risks heading towards a financial crisis
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/17/credit-markets-signal-the-us-could-be-heading-towards-financial-
crisis.html

The Guardian: US national parks cause public health concern as visitors flood in
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/mar/17/national-parks-cause-public-health-
concern-visitors-flood-in

Wall Street Journal: U.S. Postpones April 15 Tax Payments for 90 Days for Most Americans
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-postpones-april-15-tax-deadline-for-90-days-for-millions-of-
americans-11584463242

CNN: US coronavirus death toll reaches 100
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/17/health/us-coronavirus-updates-tuesday/index.html

Wall Street Journal: U.S. Military Prepares Hospital Ships for Deployment
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-military-prepares-hospital-ships-for-deployment-11584471429

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: For Immediate Release: Gov. Polis Pushes for Federal Funding for Small Businesses
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 6:46:01 PM

For Immediate Release
Tuesday, March 17, 2020
Conor Cahill | Conor.Cahill@state.co.us | 303-866-6324 

Gov. Polis Pushes for Federal Funding for Small Businesses

DENVER - Governor Jared Polis sent a letter to the Small Business Administration 
(SBA) for federal funding in order to provide relief for Colorado’s small businesses 
dealing with the impacts of COVID-19 (coronavirus). The Governor and the Polis 
administration are proactively working with Colorado’s federal delegation to ensure 
Colorado has the resources available to address this pandemic. 

“Colorado’s small businesses are the lifeblood of our communities and are 
woven into the fabric of our way of life. As a person who came to government 
from the private sector, I understand the challenges and hurdles entrepreneurs 
and small business owners face. We will get through this together and I urge the 
federal government to quickly approve our loan application so we can provide 
relief to the state’s small business community during this global pandemic,” said 
Governor Polis. 

In addition to Colorado’s application for SBA loans, the Colorado Office of Economic 
Development and International Trade has engaged its local, state and federal 
partners to identify other financial and technical assistance programs available to 
aid Colorado’s economic recovery. More information regarding economic and 
technical assistance can be found here. 

“I respectfully request that the Administrator of the U.S. Small Business 
Administration (SBA) implement a Small Business Administrative declaration to 
provide assistance in the form of SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loans for Alamosa, 
Baca, Denver, Eagle, El Paso, Gunnison, Jefferson, Larimer, La Plata, Las Animas, 
Lincoln, Logan, Pueblo, Rio Grande, Routt, San Miguel Counties as a result of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19). In addition, the Southern Ute Tribal Nation and Ute 
Mountain Ute Tribal Nation have similarly been impacted and on their behalf, I 
respectfully request assistance for our Tribal partners,” the letter reads. 

Read Governor Polis’ letter to the Trump administration here. The Governor spoke 
with Colorado’s federal delegation today about the efforts to slow the spread of 
COVID-19, help those who have lost or are losing their jobs and small businesses. 

###
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From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Media Release: Colorado National Guard specialized teams assist local, state partners with COVID-19 response
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 6:20:57 PM

*** This news release and a link to a high-resolution photo is available at: https://co ng mil/News/Archives/Article/2115591/colorado-national-guard-
specialized-teams-assist-local-state-partners-with-covi/

FOR RELEASE: Tuesday, March 17, 2020

CONTACT: Colorado National Guard Public Affairs, ng co coarng list militarysupport@mail mil, 720-250-1053

Colorado National Guard specialized teams assist local, state partners with COVID-19 response

CENTENNIAL, Colo  - By order of Colorado Gov  Jared Polis, about 50 Colorado National Guard members have been mobilized and are on State Active Duty
to support the State Emergency Operations Center and Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment with medical support and logistics at drive-up
COVID-19 testing centers in various communities throughout the state  

The CONG's 8th Weapons of Mass Destruction-Civil Support Team and Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and high-yield Explosive Enhanced
Response Force Package are supporting San Miguel County at an appointment only drive-up testing center in Telluride March 17, 2020     
The CONG will provide support in other Colorado communities that the state designates during the next 10 days

"The National Guard has unique capabilities that can provide our state additional resources to combat COVID-19," The Adjutant General of Colorado U S  Air
Force Maj  Gen  Mike Loh said  "Most of the personnel responding now are our state's resident-trained and equipped experts in biological hazards "

Both CONG teams are based at Buckley Air Force Base, Aurora, Colorado   They are armed with personal protective equipment

Approximately 30 Soldiers and Airmen are also serving in their full-time roles supporting the CONG operation from Joint Force Headquarters in Centennial,
Colorado

This is a dynamic situation, and the CONG will continue to adapt to ensure that we can accomplish our assigned missions which include assisting with testing
and testing support and advising our local and state partners with validated tactics, techniques and procedures for future screening missions in Colorado

Our first priority is to protect our people while supporting our local and state partners to prevent suffering and save lives

The CERFP's mission is to assist local, state and federal agencies to conduct consequence management with capabilities to search and extract casualties,
decontaminate patients, provide emergency medical services, and maintain communications, command and control at an incident site

The CST is a full-time force available 24/7 to support civil authorities at a domestic CBRNE incident site by identifying CBRNE agents/substances, assessing
current or projected consequences, advising on response measures, and assisting with appropriate requests for additional follow-on state and federal military
forces  Units can also provide immediate response for intentional and unintentional CBRNE or hazardous material releases and natural or manmade disasters that
result in, or could result in, catastrophic loss of life or property  

For information about testing locations, hours and operations, please contact the CDPHE HELP Hotline 877-462-2911 or check out the CDPHE website at
https://urldefense proofpoint com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www colorado gov_pacific_cdphe_2019-2Dnovel-
2Dcoronavirus&d=DwIFAg&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=fQf2K8W1OAJ1DAepL49iDt5a53fcOLIiLOchBjm-
eWw&m=FxSRZdikNppZg7giKcOuZT9y0zrQw9Clxs-_JpTp2ho&s=MNcr2lO4Fjqf1koPFO7wzzndEN6tqimm6X0AeC98b_I&e= 

The state of Colorado has a new website with updated information available at https://urldefense proofpoint com/v2/url?u=https-
3A__covid19 colorado gov_&d=DwIFAg&c=sdnEM9SRGFuMt5z5w3AhsPNahmNicq64TgF1JwNR0cs&r=fQf2K8W1OAJ1DAepL49iDt5a53fcOLIiLOchBjm-
eWw&m=FxSRZdikNppZg7giKcOuZT9y0zrQw9Clxs-_JpTp2ho&s=oG31HApzd7AVxI4G_1Ka30UlxTtZHwKygbJ3dqueypY&e= 
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State launches new COVID-19 website

Site features variety of informational resources, including case summary data 

visualization

 
DENVER, March 17, 2020: The State of Colorado has launched a new website with a 
breadth of informational resources and improved data visualization for COVID-19. The 
website will be the state’s primary resource for information related to COVID-19 and 
will feature statewide coordinated response information.

The new website is covid19.colorado.gov.

The new data visualization dashboard is covid19.colorado.gov/data. It features data on 
Colorado’s COVID-19 testing results, including total test results completed, total 



positive results, positive cases by county, transmission type, and patient outcome, and 
number of hospitalizations and fatalities. The data will be updated daily around 4 p.m. 
This robust, automated, daily data source will replace news releases announcing this 
data. 

Continue to stay up to date by visiting covid19.colorado.gov.
 

 
###

Colorado tiene un nuevo sitio web sobre COVID-19

Contiene diversa información e incluye resumen de datos 
 

DENVER, Marzo 17: Colorado, lanza una nuevo sitio web sobre el COVID-19. Esta página 
será la principal fuente de información relacionada con el COVID-19 e incluye respuestas 
coordinadas a nivel estatal.

Nuevo sitio en: covid19.colorado.gov.

Una gráfica con los datos actualizados se encuentra en: covid19.colorado.gov/data. 
Incluye resultados de pruebas de COVID-19, números totales, pruebas positivas por 
condado, tipo de transmisión, número de hospitalizaciones y muertes. La información 
será actualizada diariamente a las 4:00 p.m. No enviaremos comunicados de prensa 
diarios con nuevos números debido a que estarán disponibles en este sitio web.  

Manténgase informado en covid19.colorado.gov.
 

 
###



From: McBride, Bill on behalf of McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
To: McBride, Bill
Subject: National Governors Association"s COVID-19 Daily Update - 3/17/2020
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 3:39:06 PM

Good afternoon Governors,
We are continuing the National Governors Association daily email with recent updates on the state
and federal COVID-19 response efforts that NGA staff have identified as occurring in the past 24
to 48 hours, and NGA activities to assist you in your response to COVID-19. For a full list of state
and territorial actions, please visit NGA’s Coronavirus webpage.
Governors Only Call
NGA will host a Governors only call on Wednesday, March 18 at 1:00 p.m. EST to discuss the COVID-
19 situation.
RSVP and call registration information will be sent to your schedulers/assistants.  
This will be a secure call.
 
Questions From Governors
We’ve received a question from a governor about what fellow governors’ offices are doing regarding
telework for their staff. If you have any information you’d like to provide on this, or have a question
you would like your peers or NGA staff to address, please email Ryan Solt at rsolt@nga.org. We are
available to provide technical assistance, share expertise and experiences, and advocate on your
states’ behalf as this situation continues to develop. As part of NGA’s own telework system, we are
using Zoom videoconferencing for group meetings and calls.
 
Steps Taken By the Federal Administration and Congress
Steps the Federal Government Has Taken to Address Coronavirus
The following are recent steps the federal government has taken to address COVID-19. For a full list
of federal government actions, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.

March 16 – The U.S. House of Representatives passed by unanimous consent the revised
Families First Coronavirus Act (H.R. 6201) with technical corrections. We want to make sure to
flag that the bill includes changes in the Medicaid section and relaxes the maintenance of
effort in the federal medical assistance percentage increase.

The updated bill includes changes that would only allocate paid family and medical
leave to parents whose minor children’s care facilities or schools are shut down due to
the virus. It also changed the emergency family leave to kick in after 10 days instead of
14 and capped the assistance at $10,000 per employee.
The revised bill would permit the Labor Department Secretary to issue regulations
exempting businesses with fewer than 50 employees from the paid leave requirement
and similarly to the family leave requirement.

March 16 – The White House released Coronavirus Guidelines for America recommending
people avoid discretionary travel and social gatherings larger than 10 people.

 
Upcoming Actions: The Senate is expected to pass the Families First Coronavirus Act (H.R. 6201) this
week, as early as today. A third supplemental is being discussed in Congress.
 
American Red Cross Request



Over the last few days, we have seen blood drive cancellations grow at an alarming rate. Through
March 13, about 1,500 Red Cross blood drives were canceled across the country due to
coronavirus concerns, resulting in approximately 46,000 fewer blood donations. We expect that
number to rise.

 
In the face of coronavirus fears, the American Red Cross asks your help to communicate three vital
messages to the public: 

Donating blood is a safe process and people should not be concerned about giving or
receiving blood during this challenging time.
More healthy donors are needed to give now to prevent a blood shortage.
Keep scheduled blood drives, which will allow donors the opportunity to give blood. 

 
As an emergency preparedness organization, the Red Cross has also taken additional steps to ensure
the safety of staff and donors at each Red Cross blood drive.

The Red Cross only collects blood from individuals who are healthy and feeling well at the
time of donation – and who meet other eligibility requirements, available at
RedCrossBlood.org.
We are now pre-screening all individuals by checking their temperature before they enter
any Red Cross blood drive or donation center, including our own staff and volunteers. 
At each blood drive and donation center, Red Cross employees follow thorough safety
protocols including wearing gloves, routinely wiping down donor-touched areas, using
sterile collection sets for every donation, and preparing the arm for donation with an
aseptic scrub. 
Additional spacing has been implemented within each blood drive set up to incorporate
social distancing measures between donation beds and stations within the blood drive.
The average blood drives are only 20-30 people and are not large gatherings.

 
We are asking all Governors to help communicate this critical need to the American public during
this challenging time. Red Cross President and CEO, Gail McGovern, would welcome an opportunity
to share more about this urgent need. Her cell is 617-816-9900.
 
Foreign Disinformation Campaign & Cybersecurity Threats
On March 15, federal officials began confronting what they said was a deliberate effort by a foreign
entity to spread fears of a nationwide quarantine amid the COVID-19 pandemic. U.S. officials did not
name the foreign entity they believe to be responsible for the disinformation campaign. National
security officials also said there had been a cyber incident involving the computer networks of the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, but that the networks were operating normally.
They didn’t detail the scope of the incident. Officials are encouraged to practice good “cyber
hygiene” and review their plans to address misinformation and cyber-attacks.
 
Actions Being Taken By Governors
State Emergency/Public Health Emergency Declarations
All 50 states, Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the
District of Columbia have issued state emergency/public health emergency declarations. Please see
the NGA website for links to each governor’s order.



National Guard Activations By State/Territory
At least 22 states, Puerto Rico, and Guam have activated the National Guard: AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, FL,
GA, IA, KS, KY, LA, MD, MS, MT, NJ, NM, NY, RI, TX, VT, WI and WA.
 
State Employee Restricted Travel/Restricted State Travel
At least 21 states have restricted state employee travel as a result of the coronavirus: AK, AR, CT, GA,
FL, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MN, NJ, NM, OH, PA, RI, TN, VA, WA, WI and WV.
Website Updates with Resource Materials
State/Territorial Actions
This section outlines the most recent actions taken by governors and state and territorial leaders.
Given the fast-moving nature of these events, if we are missing an action that you have taken
that you would like to share with fellow governors, please send those along to be included on our
website and in the next daily update.

Alabama
March 15 – The Governor authorized directors of all state agencies to implement
different telework, flexible work schedules and social distancing practices for the
next three weeks.
March 16 – The Alabama Department of Labor announced that state employees
who are unable to work due to COVID-19 will be eligible to file for
unemployment benefits.

Alaska
March 16 – The Governor issued a second COVID-19 health mandate closing state-
operated libraries, archives and museums to the public from March 17 - 31.
Additionally, residential school programs will begin the process of sending students to
their families and home communities by March 27.
March 16 – The Governor signed two pieces of legislation to help Alaska’s COVID-19
response and preparedness:

House Bill 206 provides financial resources to the Department of Health and
Social Services for COVID-19 preparedness and response including $4 million in
state funds and provides open-ended authority to accept any federal funds for
COVID-19 response, as requested by the Governor on March 2.
House Bill 29 requires health care insurers to provide coverage for telehealth
benefits.

Arkansas
March 12 – The Secretary of State ordered the closure of the Arkansas State
Capitol to the public, effective March 13. Only authorized personnel will be
permitted to enter the building for work purposes.
March 15 – The Governor closed all public schools starting March 17 for on-site
instruction until the end of spring break.
March 15 – The Governor announced the activation of the Arkansas National
Guard to assist in COVID-19 response.

California
March 16 – The Governor issued an executive order that authorizes local
governments to halt evictions for renters and homeowners, slows foreclosures,
and protects against utility shutoffs for Californians affected by COVID-19.
March 16 – The Governor issued an executive order directing state health and



social services agencies to redirect resources and staff to health care, residential
and non-residential facilities licensed by the state, focusing on providing technical
assistance and supporting compliance with core health and safety requirements for
caregivers and the cared for.
March 16 – The Governor asked the California Legislature for emergency
legislative action to combat COVID-19.
March 16 – The California Department of Motor Vehicles today asked California
law enforcement to exercise discretion for 60 days in their enforcement of driver
license and vehicle registration expiration dates.

CNMI
March 16 – The Governor announced that schools and government offices will be
closed until further notice due to the threat of the coronavirus. The public school
system announced it would suspend classes for three days to allow the Board of
Education time to decide its next steps.

Colorado
March 16 – The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment issued a
public health order to close bars, restaurants, gyms, theaters and casinos to slow
the spread of COVID-19, effective at 8 a.m. March 17 for 30 days.
March 16 –The Governor announced Department of Motor Vehicles and all
Department of Revenue facilities will be closed to the public for one month from
March 18 to April 18. All state driver license offices will be closed to the public
but will continue to process online license and ID renewals and other DMV online
services.
March 16 – The Colorado Department of Education has received a waiver from
the U.S. Department of Agriculture to continue serving free and reduced meals to
students while schools are closed.
March 16 – The State of Colorado welcomed 50 nurses dedicated to help with the
state’s COVID-19 response. This was made possible with funding from the
Disaster Emergency Fund freed up by the Governor’s March 11 Executive Order.

Connecticut
March 16 – The Governor announced that small businesses and nonprofit
organizations in Connecticut that have been negatively impacted by the global
COVID-19 outbreak are now eligible for disaster relief loans of up to $2 million
from the U.S. Small Business Administration.
March 16 – The Governor signed his fifth executive order, which directs the
following actions:

Revises the previously enacted prohibition on large gatherings to a
maximum of 50 people and adds religious gatherings to the list of activities
subject to the limit;
Limits restaurants to non-alcoholic beverage and take-out/delivery services,
effective 8 p.m. March 16;
Requires closure of on-site operations at off-track betting facilities,
effective 8 p.m. March 16; and
Requires closure of gyms, fitness studios and movie theaters, effective 8
p.m. March 16.

March 16 – Drive-through testing has been approved at seven Connecticut
hospitals.
March 16 – The Connecticut Office of Health Strategy provided guidelines for a



streamlined application, review and approval process so healthcare providers can
adjust treatment services for those afflicted with COVID-19.
March 16 – The Mashantucket Pequot and Mohegan Tribal Nations will
temporarily close casino and resort properties on sovereign reservation lands in
eastern Connecticut. The casinos will close at 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 17 for two
weeks.
March 16 – The Governors of Connecticut, New York and New Jersey
announced a regional approach to combatting the novel coronavirus throughout
the tri-state area.

Delaware
March 14 – The Governor authorized all executive branch agencies to conduct
public meetings electronically to prevent unnecessary public gatherings until
further notice.
March 16 – The Delaware Department of Transportation announced at the state’s
three toll plazas there will be no toll collectors working to collect cash payments.
All traffic will be directed through the EZPass lanes and motorists without
EZPass will receive a bill in the mail for the toll with no penalty or processing
fee.
March 16 – The Governor modified the March 12 emergency declaration to limit
Delaware restaurants, taverns and bars to take-out and delivery service. The
declaration that took effect at 8 p.m.  March 16 also bans public gatherings of 50
or more people, consistent with updated guidance from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), and closes gaming activity at Delaware casinos.
The modification also provides Delaware’s Secretary of Labor authorization to
develop emergency rules to protect workers and ensure that unemployment
benefits are available for Delawareans whose jobs are affected by the coronavirus
outbreak.

Florida
March 16 – The Governor activated the Florida Small Business Emergency
Bridge Loan Program to support small businesses impacted by COVID-19. The
bridge loan program, managed by the Florida Department of Economic
Opportunity, will provide short-term, interest-free loans to small businesses that
have experienced economic injury from COVID-19.

Georgia
March 17 – The Governor ordered all public elementary, secondary and post-
secondary schools to be closed by March 18 through at least March 31.

Guam
March 16 – The Governor signed a bill that prevents price gouging during a state
of emergency.

Hawaii
March 15 – The Governor issued a supplemental emergency proclamation which
directs emergency managers to take certain actions to safeguard critical
infrastructure, suspends statutes and administrative rules to help state and county
agencies more effectively provide emergency relief, and directs the state
emergency management agency to take steps to prevent hoarding of critical
materials and supplies.  

Idaho
March 16 – The Legislature approved the Governor’s request to allocate an
additional $1.3 million to ensure essential government services.



Iowa
March 16 – The Governor announced various forms of assistance to workers and
employers in the face of potential COVID-19 layoffs or furloughs.

Kansas
March 16 – The Governor banned all gatherings larger than 50 people, bringing
the entire state in line with restrictions already announced in Wichita and Kansas
City.

Louisiana
March 17 – The Governor ordered bars, gyms and movie theaters to close and
limited restaurants to delivery and takeout.

Maryland
March 16 – The Governor ordered the closure of bars and restaurants and banned
mass gatherings of over 50 people.
March 16 – The Governor issued an omnibus health care order that:

Increases hospital bed capacity by 6,000;
Activates the states medical reserve corps;
Establishes policies and procedures for rationing, distributing and
stockpiling resources received from the Strategic National Stockpile;
Allows for interstate reciprocity of practice for any individual that holds a
valid health care license;
Allows for inactive clinicians to practice without first reinstating their
inactive license; and
Allows for actions to control, restrict, and regulate the use of health care
facilities in responding to a catastrophic health emergency.

March 16 – The Governor issued an emergency order that prohibits utility
shutoffs and prohibits evictions for individuals who can show documentation that
their inability to pay was due to COVID-19.
March 16 – The Governor, along with the Maryland State Police, ordered the
Maryland State Troopers to be deployed across the state and activated two Area
Support Medical Companies (under the National Guard) to carry out emergency
functions.

Massachusetts
March 16 – The Governor announced a $10 million Small Business Recovery Loan
Fund that aims to provide emergency capital (up to $75,000) to businesses in the
state impacted by COVID-19.

Michigan
March 16 – The Governor signed four executive orders to address COVID-19:

Executive Order 2020-9 orders the temporary closure of bars, casinos and
theatres, and limits restaurants to only serve carry-out and delivery orders.
Executive Order 2020-10 orders the temporary expansion of eligibility for
unemployment benefits.
Executive Order 2020-11 orders a temporary prohibition on large gatherings
and temporary closure of elementary and secondary schools.
Executive Order 2020-12 orders the lifting of weight restrictions for
vehicles carrying and delivering necessary items, such as medical supplies,
testing and treatment equipment needed to respond to COVID-19 outbreaks
in the state.

Minnesota



March 16 – The Governor issued a statement on economic conditions in the state
due to COVID-19, which noted experts anticipate a U.S. recession beginning in
the second quarter of 2020 and lasting until the first quarter of 2021.
The Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry released guidance on worker
protections for those impacted by COVID-19.

Mississippi
March 16 – The Governor signed two executive orders which:

Activate the National Guard to support mobile testing units;
Require agencies to keep essential employees and send non-essential
employees home;
Request schools develop distance learning protocols and continue providing
free or reduced lunches; and
Provide paid leave for state and local employees who miss work due to
COVID-19.

Montana
March 16 – The Governor activated eight Montana Army National Guard soldiers
to assist in the arrival and transport of Montana residents returning from
quarantine.

Nebraska
March 16 – The Governor announced new guidance limiting mass gatherings to
50 people or fewer and requires bars and restaurants to move to takeout only (on a
regional basis).

New Hampshire
March 16 – The Governor limited scheduled public gatherings to 50 people and
required that all bars and restaurants transition to offsite eating options.
March 16 – The Governor sent a memo to municipal officials and state boards
and commissioners on compliance with the state’s Right to Know law.

New Jersey
March 16 – The Governor signed an executive order closing all schools in the
state for an unspecified period of time. The order also provides resources for how
districts can continue to provide meals to students and creates a process for virtual
learning.
March 16 – The Governor activated the New Jersey National Guard to assist in
state efforts to control the COVID-19 outbreak.
March 16 – The Governors of Connecticut, New York and New Jersey
announced a regional approach to combatting the novel coronavirus throughout
the tri-state area.

New Mexico
March 15 – The Governor issued a directive to all state agencies to accelerate
remote work to minimize face-to-face contact.
March 16 – The Governor issued five executive orders which authorize up to
$3.25 million of additional funding to address the effects of COVID-19.
March 16 – The Children, Youth and Families Department, along with the Early
Childhood Education and Care Department, have expanded childcare for first
responders and health providers and are delivering paid childcare for families.



New York
March 16 – The Governor issued an executive order which:

Increases hospital capacity in the state;
Directs all nonessential state workers to work from home;
Opens drive-through mobile testing facilities in Staten Island and Rockland
County; and
Waives all park fees in state, local and county parks.

March 16 – The Governor issued an executive order delaying village elections
until the April 28 primary election.
March 16 – The Governor issued an executive order directing all New York
schools to close from March 19 to April 1.
March 16 – The Governors of Connecticut, New York and New Jersey
announced a regional approach to combatting the novel coronavirus throughout
the tri-state area.

North Carolina
March 16 – The Governor requested that the Small Business Administration
grant a disaster declaration for business owners in the state that are facing
economic losses due to COVID-19.

Ohio
March 16 – The Governor issued an order regarding the closure of all polling locations
on March 17.

Oregon
March 16 – The Governor announced new statewide actions for the next four weeks
regarding social distancing to reduce the spread of COVID-19.

Pennsylvania
March 16 – The Governor issued statewide mitigation efforts beginning March
17 which include the following:

Closing of all restaurants and dine-in services;
A no-visitor policy for correctional facilities and nursing homes;
Restrictions around non-essential travel;
Closure of licensed childcare centers;
Closure of adult day care centers, adult training facilities, Provocations
facilities, LIFE centers and Senior Community Centers;
Visitor restrictions for state centers to ensure health and safety for
individuals with an intellectual disability;
Visitor restrictions for assisted living and personal care homes to
minimize exposure to seniors and individuals with disabilities; and

Telework or a 10-workday paid absence for individuals who do not have
telework capability.

Rhode Island
March 16 – The Governor issued an executive order regarding restrictions on
public meetings.
March 16 – The Governor issued an executive order regarding restrictions on
restaurants, bars, entertainment venues and public gatherings.

South Dakota
March 16 – The Governor activated the Small Business Administration’s Economic



Injury Disaster Loan Fund Program in South Dakota to help eligible businesses and
nonprofits impacted by COVID-19.

Tennessee
March 16 – The Governor announced limiting all remaining legislative business
to fulfilling the constitutional requirement of passing a balanced budget, and any
associated actions that will ensure Tennessee can keep its doors open.

Texas
March 16 – The Governor announced that Texas is waiving certain rules relating
to vehicle registration, parking placards for persons with disabilities, and titling to
aid the state’s efforts to combat COVID-19.
March 16 – The Governor granted the Office of the Attorney General’s request
for suspension of certain open-meeting statutes. This temporary suspension will
allow for telephonic or videoconference meetings of governmental bodies that are
accessible to the public in an effort to reduce in-person meetings that assemble
large groups of people.

Vermont
March 15 – The Governor announced a continuity of Education Plan for the
orderly dismissal of all schools, and cancellation of all school-related activities,
no later than March 18.
March 16 – The Governor announced new guidance and action taken in response
to COVID-19:

Restricting the size of mass gatherings to the lesser of 50 people or 50
percent of the occupancy of certain facilities.
The closure of all bars and restaurants statewide. Establishments can
continue to offer food takeout and delivery service. This measure began at 2
p.m. March 17 and is in effect until April 6; and
State government agencies and departments are working to transition the
state employee workforce to remote work, while also implementing
measures to limit person-to-person transactions in state offices.

Washington
March 16 – The Governor announced an emergency proclamation that mandates
the immediate two-week closure of all restaurants, bars, and entertainment and
recreational facilities, as well as additional limits on large gatherings.

West Virginia

·        March 16 – The Governor declared a State of Emergency ordering the West
Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources, West Virginia Division
of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, and the West Virginia
National Guard to mobilize appropriate personnel and resources to respond to
the emergency. The state of emergency prohibits any person, business or other
entity from selling any food items, essential consumer items, and emergency
supplies in a manner that violates the West Virginia Consumer Credit and
Protection Act, which protects consumers from price gouging and unfair
pricing practices during and shortly after a State of Emergency.

March 16 – The Governor highlighted other steps the state is taking, including the
West Virginia Department of Education’s successful opening of more than 500
sites around the state to ensure children who require school breakfasts and lunches
will receive meals during the recently announced statewide school closure.

Wisconsin



March 17 - Effective at 5:00 pm today: A statewide moratorium on mass
gatherings of 10 people or more.
March 17 - Effective at 5:00 pm today: All bars and restaurants shall close, except
for take-out or delivery service.
March 17 - Effective at 5:00 pm tomorrow (Wed, 3/18): All public and private
schools and institutions of higher education shall close for instructional and
extracurricular activities and shall remain closed for the duration of the public
health emergency.

Wyoming
March 16 – The Governor created five task forces, each to be headed up by the
state’s top five elected officials, in response to the coronavirus pandemic.

 

Select Resources Available
The following are additional resources added to NGA’s website today. For a full list of select
resources, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.

Testing
FDA Policy for Diagnostic Tests for Coronavirus Disease-2019 during a Public
Health Emergency
FDA Hologic Panther Fusion SARS-CoV-2 Emergency Use Authorization  
FDA LabCorp COVID-19 RT-PCR Test Emergency Use Authorization

Supply Chain and Health System Readiness
SAMHSA COVID-19 Guidance for Opioid Treatment Programs

Health Insurance
CMS COVID-19 Partner Toolkit

Housing
HUD COVID-19 FAQs for the Public Housing, Housing Choice Voucher, and Native
American Programs
CDC Interim Guidance for Homeless Service Providers to Plan and Respond to
COVID-19

Employers
Small Business Administration Small Business Guidance and Loan Resources

Schools/Childcare and Universities
US Department of Education webinar and fact sheet on ensuring web
accessibility and civil rights protections for students with disabilities
U.S. Department of Education Fact Sheet: Addressing the Risk of COVID-19 in
Schools While Protecting the Civil Rights of Students
Census Bureau Statement on Modifying 2020 Census Operations to Make Sure
College Students are Counted

Workforce and Labor
Department of Labor Unemployment Letter on Unemployment Compensation for
Individuals Affected by the Coronavirus

 
NGA Activities
SCAN Call



Because this public health crisis is advancing so quickly, we will be holding our SCAN calls on a
weekly basis. Our most recent SCAN call took place today Tuesday, March 17, at 4 p.m. ET. These
calls are designed to allow states to share best practices among peers, learn from subject-matter
experts, and identify technical assistance needs from the National Governors Association. Today’s
call focused on the decision-making criteria and strategies governors have used in their COVID-19
response efforts, including restrictions on state employee travel and mass gatherings, as well as
school closures and guidance to schools and employers. A recording of the call will be available soon.
 
Social Media
We are following governors closely on social media and are sharing posts in real time. Please follow
NGA’s Official Twitter account to stay-up-to-date on recent state actions and announcements on
social media. If you wish to share any information via NGA’s social media accounts, please email
Bradley Peck at bpeck@nga.org.
NGA has a strong teleworking policy, and while some staff were regularly working remotely, we
began mandatory telework for all staff this week, through at least Friday, March 27. We will provide
any updates and changes to our status as appropriate.
As always, please feel free to reach out to me with questions. Additionally, if you would like technical
assistance or more information from NGA, contact Maribel Ramos (NGA Government Relations),
Lauren Stienstra (Homeland Security and Public Safety Division) or Melinda Becker (Health Division).
Respectfully,
Bill
 
Bill McBride  | Executive Director
 

National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street NW
Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001 

p/202-624-5320
c/703-370-2298
bmcbride@nga.org
www.nga.org

 
 
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged,
proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient,
or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the
sender and delete this message.



From: McBride, Bill on behalf of McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
To: McBride, Bill
Subject: GOVERNORS Only CALL - WEDNESDAY MARCH 18, 1:00 p.m. EST
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 3:36:39 PM

Good afternoon,
 
The National Governors Association will host a Governors only call to discuss the COVID-19 situation
on Wednesday, March 18 at 1:00 P.M. EST
 
Please use the following link to register:
 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/v5Iod-urqjIpZYUqJvKtuv_4RxYD0SZIvg
 
As an added security precaution, it is important that you register the same number the governor
will be calling in from in order to access the call.
 
Please direct questions to Ryan Solt at rsolt@nga.org.
 
An agenda will be provided to your office after receiving an RSVP. Again, this call is intended for
Governors.
 
Thank you.
 
Bill McBride | Executive Director
 

National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street NW
Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001

202-624-5320
bmcbride@nga.org
www.nga.org

 
 
 
 
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged,
proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient,
or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the
sender and delete this message.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: News Release - Additional COVID-19 Case Connected to Long Term Care Facility in Larimer County
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 1:54:33 PM
Attachments: news-release-LCDHE-Third-Case.docx

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Tue, Mar 17, 2020 at 1:52 PM
Subject: Fwd: News Release - Additional COVID-19 Case Connected to Long Term Care
Facility in Larimer County
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

--------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Katie O'Donnell <odonnekm@co.larimer.co.us>
Date: Tue, Mar 17, 2020 at 1:32 PM
Subject: News Release - Additional COVID-19 Case Connected to Long Term Care Facility
in Larimer County
To: Katie O'Donnell <kodonnell@larimer.org>

Additional COVID-19 Case Connected to Long Term Care Facility in Larimer
County

Larimer County Department of Health and Environment (LCDHE) has identified a
positive COVID-19 case in a resident of a Long Term Care facility. The facility also
has a staff person who tested positive for COVID-19. Due to the high-risk nature of
residents in the facility, a team of infection preventionists and epidemiologists from
CDC and the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) have
been working closely with LCDHE and providing on-site technical assistance and
support regarding case investigation, infection prevention, healthcare worker safety
assessments, and personal protective equipment.

-- 
Larimer County Katie O'Donnell

Community Relations and Public Information Supervisor

Health and Environment
1525 Blue Spruce Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80524 
W: 970-498-6700, C: 970-646-1756
KODonnell@larimer.org | www.larimer.org



From: ali.cox@state.co.us on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
To: Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa
Cc: Benjamin Henderson - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: From the Front Lines - Help Requested
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 11:24:16 AM
Attachments: image001.png

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Concordia, Elizabeth B <Elizabeth.Concordia@uchealth.org>
Date: Tue, Mar 17, 2020 at 10:42 AM
Subject: From the Front Lines - Help Requested
To: @state.co.us @state.co.us>, governorpolis@state.co.us
<governorpolis@state.co.us>
Cc: kyle.m.brown@state.co.us <kyle.m.brown@state.co.us>, kacey.wulff@state.co.us
<kacey.wulff@state.co.us>

Dear Governor Polis,

 

You have called to check-in and offer assistance during this pandemic. We appreciate your
support.  Every morning, the hospitals that see 90% of all hospitalized patients in Colorado
(Centura, HealthONE, SCL, Denver Health, Banner, Boulder Community and UCHealth)
have a coordinating call and all are experiencing the same issues.  I am writing to ask for very
specific and needed help for all of these front-line providers—we have the same urgent issues. 
Our staffs are working 24/7, but we need help from you so that they can treat patients.

 

We have patients in our hospitals awaiting a test result to determine if they are COVID
positive. We are waiting days for these results. We are wasting personal protective equipment
(PPE) because we have to treat all of these patients as though they are COVID19 positive
when, in fact, many may not be. We have patients who could be discharged to nursing homes
and free up needed hospital beds, but we cannot discharge them, and nursing homes will not
take them, until we get a negative test result.  Although we have postponed elective surgeries,
our hospitals are too full for what is coming—we need to move patients out of our hospitals if
we can.  The delay and inability to get test results is creating a crisis with our workforce.

 

In addition, we need to prioritize testing.  Our patient care staff is on the front lines.  We need
to know if they are exposed to protect other providers and patients. Although it would be ideal
to test everyone who might have symptom;, testing everyone without priority is harming
health care and health care workers.  Patients with mild symptoms are not at the same risk as
health care workers and patients in contact with health care workers.  And, since test results
take days, our health care workers need to be at the front of the line for testing in order to
make sure that they can treat other patients.



 

Commercial testing sites and the state testing sites are overrun. We are asking you to please
help us get:

 

1.       Roche 6800 EUA Reagents for COVID19

a.       These were all governmentally allocated to five reference labs

b.       Only 100 instruments in country.  We have one at UCH that could do the
testing

c.       We could process 1000 samples per day and be up in running in 1-2 days

 

2.       Roche Magna Pure Extraction Reagents

a.       We are close to having an internal lab developed test

b.       Once up and running we need a steady supply stream of reagents

c.       Enough for 1000 samples per day

 

We cannot get the reagents from Roche so we can augment the overwhelmed commercial
testing facilities and the State. They are behind and it is getting worse, not better.

 

Additionally, we are running low on masks and PPE.  Our staffs are exhausted and should not
need to worry that we cannot protect them or that they have to reuse equipment.  This is not
right and certainly not fair to our front-line workers.

 

We Need You to Help:

1)      We need testing capability

Ø  ACTION: Please get us the needed reagents specified above

2)      We need current State testing to prioritize health care workers and inpatients

Ø  ACTION: CDPHE to only test inpatients and healthcare workers

3)      We need PPE

Ø  ACTION: Stockpiled PPE needs to be released and delivered to all of our
facilities



 

Thank you for your time and attention to these critical issues.  I have been communicating
with Kyle Brown and have also asked our Senators for assistance.  Please call me with any
questions.

 

 

Sincerely,

Liz

 

Elizabeth B. Concordia
President & CEO

12401 East 17th Avenue, MSF417
Aurora, CO 80045

O  720.848.4024
F  720.848.5547

Elizabeth.Concordia@uchealth.org
uchealth.org

 

Assistant: Nahla Williams – 720.848.4024, Nahla.Williams@uchealth.org

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



From: Concordia, Elizabeth B on behalf of Concordia, Elizabeth B <Elizabeth.Concordia@uchealth.org>
To: @state.co.us; governorpolis@state.co.us
Cc: kyle.m.brown@state.co.us; kacey.wulff@state.co.us
Subject: From the Front Lines - Help Requested
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 10:42:54 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Governor Polis,
 
You have called to check-in and offer assistance during this pandemic. We appreciate your support.
 Every morning, the hospitals that see 90% of all hospitalized patients in Colorado (Centura,
HealthONE, SCL, Denver Health, Banner, Boulder Community and UCHealth) have a coordinating call
and all are experiencing the same issues.  I am writing to ask for very specific and needed help for all
of these front-line providers—we have the same urgent issues.  Our staffs are working 24/7, but we
need help from you so that they can treat patients.
 
We have patients in our hospitals awaiting a test result to determine if they are COVID positive. We
are waiting days for these results. We are wasting personal protective equipment (PPE) because we
have to treat all of these patients as though they are COVID19 positive when, in fact, many may not
be. We have patients who could be discharged to nursing homes and free up needed hospital beds,
but we cannot discharge them, and nursing homes will not take them, until we get a negative test
result.  Although we have postponed elective surgeries, our hospitals are too full for what is coming
—we need to move patients out of our hospitals if we can.  The delay and inability to get test results
is creating a crisis with our workforce.
 
In addition, we need to prioritize testing.  Our patient care staff is on the front lines.  We need to
know if they are exposed to protect other providers and patients. Although it would be ideal to test
everyone who might have symptom;, testing everyone without priority is harming health care and
health care workers.  Patients with mild symptoms are not at the same risk as health care workers
and patients in contact with health care workers.  And, since test results take days, our health care
workers need to be at the front of the line for testing in order to make sure that they can treat other
patients.
 
Commercial testing sites and the state testing sites are overrun. We are asking you to please help us
get:
 

1.       Roche 6800 EUA Reagents for COVID19
a.       These were all governmentally allocated to five reference labs
b.       Only 100 instruments in country.  We have one at UCH that could do the testing
c.       We could process 1000 samples per day and be up in running in 1-2 days

 
2.       Roche Magna Pure Extraction Reagents

a.       We are close to having an internal lab developed test
b.       Once up and running we need a steady supply stream of reagents
c.       Enough for 1000 samples per day

 
We cannot get the reagents from Roche so we can augment the overwhelmed commercial testing



facilities and the State. They are behind and it is getting worse, not better.
 
Additionally, we are running low on masks and PPE.  Our staffs are exhausted and should not need to
worry that we cannot protect them or that they have to reuse equipment.  This is not right and
certainly not fair to our front-line workers.
 
We Need You to Help:

1)      We need testing capability
Ø  ACTION: Please get us the needed reagents specified above

2)      We need current State testing to prioritize health care workers and inpatients
Ø  ACTION: CDPHE to only test inpatients and healthcare workers

3)      We need PPE
Ø  ACTION: Stockpiled PPE needs to be released and delivered to all of our facilities

 
Thank you for your time and attention to these critical issues.  I have been communicating with Kyle
Brown and have also asked our Senators for assistance.  Please call me with any questions.
 
 
Sincerely,
Liz
 
Elizabeth B. Concordia
President & CEO

12401 East 17th Avenue, MSF417
Aurora, CO 80045
O  720.848.4024
F  720.848.5547
Elizabeth.Concordia@uchealth.org
uchealth.org
 
Assistant: Nahla Williams – 720.848.4024, Nahla.Williams@uchealth.org

   
 
 
 
 
 
 









From: Matt Blumberg on behalf of Matt Blumberg <matt@myblumberg.com>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations at the State Lab
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 12:25:40 AM

Great. Just got in - look forward to connecting tomorrow. 

Matt

On Mar 16, 2020, at 11:14 PM, Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
wrote:

 I try to communicate with everyone and yes we will have a brainstorm. KC Wolf
and Kyle Brown are your two deputies that are very knowledgeable about CO and
healthcare, I just don’t know if they are operational at all. They are being loaned
from my staff and Division of Insurance. If you ever have spare time here for
small talk ask Kyle about his normal day job we are taking him from and the
Alliance model it’s really cool

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 16, 2020, at 7:57 PM, Matt Blumberg <matt@myblumberg.com> wrote:

Ok – and will I have a clear line of communication to you, or at least a
clear go-between?
 
Might also want to have at least one up-front brainstorm with you
tomorrow or Weds so we are aligned.
 
Matt
 
 
 
From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice [mailto @state.co.us] 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 9:56 PM
To: Matt Blumberg
Subject: Re: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations at the State Lab
 
Yes I will be passing along contacts and you can elevate any calls to
make to me with you because CEOS etc will always take a call from
the Gov. I’m mostly gold for intros and high level contexts but I can
be deployed for wherever I add value 
 
 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 16, 2020, at 7:20 PM, Matt Blumberg



<matt@myblumberg.com> wrote:

There is almost nothing in life that isn’t solvable.  Certainly
not these things.  I’m generating all kinds of ideas on the
plane here.  Just need to sort through them with people who
know the resources available. 
 
How engaged will you be in this?  Will I see you or talk to you
at all, or will that go through chain of command?  Thinking
you must be the most like-minded entrepreneurial and GSD
person in the whole state government…
 
Matt
 
 
From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice [mailto: @state.co.us] 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 8:21 PM
To: Matt Blumberg
Subject: Re: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations at the
State Lab
 
All hopefully solveable 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 16, 2020, at 6:07 PM, Matt Blumberg
<matt@myblumberg.com> wrote:

That’s a long list of bottlenecks. No tests, no
one to test, and no lab to process results. 

Matt

On Mar 16, 2020, at 3:42 PM, Jared Polis -
GOVOffice @state.co.us> wrote:

I asked the staff to preserve a
memo on what’s holdings us
back and limiting capacity. We
need a strategy in each area.
 
You will have two capable
deputies in Kc and Kyle who
know the CO landscape well

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Hunsaker
Ryan - CDPHE,



Jill"
<jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>

Date: March 15,
2020 at 7:44:16 PM
MDT
To: Jared Polis -
GOVOffice

@state.co.us>

Cc: Lisa Kaufmann
- GOVOffice

@state.co.us>,
Scott Bookman -
CDPHE
<scott.bookman@state.co.us>

Subject: Memo
Regarding Mass
Testing
Limitations at the
State Lab

Dear Governor:
Attached, please
find a description
of factors that
are limiting
capacity at the
state lab.  The
issues include:
-A lack of testing
ability at the lab
prior to February
28 due to initial
problems with
the CDC testing
kits distributed
to state labs
-A lack of readily
available testing
supplies and
unpredictability
of
inventory/backordered
supplies
-Limited capacity
on number of
tests run per day
due to finite
testing
equipment 



-Lab Corp
recently put a
hold on
processing more
lab tests
-CDPHE has not
been able to find
any other labs in
the nation to
take the backlog
of tests
-A lack of testing
in the private
sector until
recently, putting
pressure on the
state lab
 
As Lisa and I
discussed today,
what is still
unknown is how
many health care
organizations are
offering testing,
whether there
are issues with
supplies in the
private sector,
and how long it
will take to get
test results to
patients since
many providers
use out-of-state
labs.  All
positives tests
will be reported
to CDPHE
regardless of the
lab that
processed the
test.
 
There was an
HHS call tonight,
which indicates
potential leads
on additional
resources for the
public/private
sector in general.
 



If There are
Questions, You
Can Refer To:
FDA FAQs on
Testing
FDA Hotline: 1-
888-463-6332 -
24/7. [Press * to
access testing
questions
specialists]
 
There are 3
Pathways for
Hospitals/Academic
Labs:
1) CDC Test
 
2) Lab
Developed
Tests - any CLIA
certified lab can
go ahead and
create their own
COVID test. They
need to send
FDA an email to
notify that they
have begun
testing, and
assess validation
within three
weeks including 5
positive and 5
negatives.
 
3) Commercial
Tests - On March
12 and March 13,
FDA issued two
new EUA
approvals for
commercial
diagnostic tests
- Roche and Thermo
Fisher. While
these tests may
be more



available, ensure
you are also
ordering the
needed
associated
materials.
 
FDA is Issuing
Additional
Flexibility On:

· Swabs. Only
1 viral
target is
needed.
· Strategies
to
conserve
PPE

 
 
Please let us
know if you have
additional
questions.
 
Thank you,
Jill
 
Jill Hunsaker
Ryan, MPH
Executive
Director

      

4300 Cherry
Creek Drive
South, Denver
CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 |
c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us
|
www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is



important to us!
Please let us know
how I am doing.
 
Executive
Assistant: Aislinn
Barnett,
aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 

<mime-attachment.html>
<COVID-19 Colorado State
Laboratory testing memo.docx>



From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice on behalf of Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To: Matt Blumberg
Subject: Re: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations at the State Lab
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 11:14:25 PM

I try to communicate with everyone and yes we will have a brainstorm. KC Wolf and Kyle
Brown are your two deputies that are very knowledgeable about CO and healthcare, I just
don’t know if they are operational at all. They are being loaned from my staff and Division of
Insurance. If you ever have spare time here for small talk ask Kyle about his normal day job
we are taking him from and the Alliance model it’s really cool

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 16, 2020, at 7:57 PM, Matt Blumberg <matt@myblumberg.com> wrote:

Ok – and will I have a clear line of communication to you, or at least a clear go-
between?
 
Might also want to have at least one up-front brainstorm with you tomorrow or Weds
so we are aligned.
 
Matt
 
 
 

From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice [mailto @state.co.us] 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 9:56 PM
To: Matt Blumberg
Subject: Re: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations at the State Lab
 
Yes I will be passing along contacts and you can elevate any calls to make to me
with you because CEOS etc will always take a call from the Gov. I’m mostly gold
for intros and high level contexts but I can be deployed for wherever I add value 
 
 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 16, 2020, at 7:20 PM, Matt Blumberg <matt@myblumberg.com> wrote:

There is almost nothing in life that isn’t solvable.  Certainly not these
things.  I’m generating all kinds of ideas on the plane here.  Just need to
sort through them with people who know the resources available. 
 
How engaged will you be in this?  Will I see you or talk to you at all, or will
that go through chain of command?  Thinking you must be the most like-
minded entrepreneurial and GSD person in the whole state government…
 



Matt
 
 

From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice [mailto @state.co.us] 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 8:21 PM
To: Matt Blumberg
Subject: Re: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations at the State Lab
 
All hopefully solveable 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 16, 2020, at 6:07 PM, Matt Blumberg
<matt@myblumberg.com> wrote:

That’s a long list of bottlenecks. No tests, no one to test,
and no lab to process results. 

Matt

On Mar 16, 2020, at 3:42 PM, Jared Polis - GOVOffice
@state.co.us> wrote:

I asked the staff to preserve a memo on
what’s holdings us back and limiting
capacity. We need a strategy in each area.
 
You will have two capable deputies in Kc
and Kyle who know the CO landscape well

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Hunsaker Ryan -
CDPHE, Jill"
<jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
Date: March 15, 2020 at
7:44:16 PM MDT
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice

@state.co.us>
Cc: Lisa Kaufmann -
GOVOffice

@state.co.us>,
Scott Bookman - CDPHE
<scott.bookman@state.co.us>
Subject: Memo Regarding
Mass Testing Limitations at
the State Lab

Dear Governor:



Attached, please find a
description of factors that
are limiting capacity at the
state lab.  The issues
include:
-A lack of testing ability at
the lab prior to February 28
due to initial problems with
the CDC testing kits
distributed to state labs
-A lack of readily available
testing supplies and
unpredictability of
inventory/backordered
supplies
-Limited capacity on number
of tests run per day due to
finite testing equipment 
-Lab Corp recently put a
hold on processing more lab
tests
-CDPHE has not been able to
find any other labs in the
nation to take the backlog
of tests
-A lack of testing in the
private sector until
recently, putting pressure
on the state lab
 
As Lisa and I discussed
today, what is still unknown
is how many health care
organizations are offering
testing, whether there are
issues with supplies in the
private sector, and how long
it will take to get test
results to patients since
many providers use out-of-
state labs.  All positives
tests will be reported to
CDPHE regardless of the lab
that processed the test.
 
There was an HHS call
tonight, which indicates
potential leads on additional
resources for the
public/private sector in
general.
 
If There are Questions,



You Can Refer To:
FDA FAQs on Testing
FDA Hotline: 1-888-463-
6332 - 24/7. [Press * to
access testing questions
specialists]
 
There are 3 Pathways for
Hospitals/Academic Labs:
1) CDC Test
 
2) Lab Developed Tests -
any CLIA certified lab can go
ahead and create their own
COVID test. They need to
send FDA an email to notify
that they have begun testing,
and assess validation within
three weeks including 5
positive and 5 negatives.
 
3) Commercial Tests - On
March 12 and March 13,
FDA issued two new EUA
approvals for commercial
diagnostic tests
- Roche and Thermo Fisher.
While these tests may be
more available, ensure you
are also ordering the needed
associated materials.
 
FDA is Issuing Additional
Flexibility On:

· Swabs. Only 1
viral target is
needed.
· Strategies to
conserve PPE

 
 
Please let us know if you
have additional questions.
 
Thank you,
Jill
 
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH











From: Matt Blumberg on behalf of Matt Blumberg <matt@myblumberg.com>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: RE: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations at the State Lab
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 7:57:54 PM

Ok – and will I have a clear line of communication to you, or at least a clear go-between?
 
Might also want to have at least one up-front brainstorm with you tomorrow or Weds so we are
aligned.
 
Matt
 
 
 

From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice [mailto @state.co.us] 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 9:56 PM
To: Matt Blumberg
Subject: Re: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations at the State Lab
 
Yes I will be passing along contacts and you can elevate any calls to make to me with you
because CEOS etc will always take a call from the Gov. I’m mostly gold for intros and high
level contexts but I can be deployed for wherever I add value 
 
 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 16, 2020, at 7:20 PM, Matt Blumberg <matt@myblumberg.com> wrote:

There is almost nothing in life that isn’t solvable.  Certainly not these things.  I’m
generating all kinds of ideas on the plane here.  Just need to sort through them with
people who know the resources available. 
 
How engaged will you be in this?  Will I see you or talk to you at all, or will that go
through chain of command?  Thinking you must be the most like-minded
entrepreneurial and GSD person in the whole state government…
 
Matt
 
 

From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice [mailto @state.co.us] 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 8:21 PM
To: Matt Blumberg
Subject: Re: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations at the State Lab
 
All hopefully solveable 

Sent from my iPhone



On Mar 16, 2020, at 6:07 PM, Matt Blumberg <matt@myblumberg.com> wrote:

That’s a long list of bottlenecks. No tests, no one to test, and no lab to
process results. 

Matt

On Mar 16, 2020, at 3:42 PM, Jared Polis - GOVOffice
@state.co.us> wrote:

I asked the staff to preserve a memo on what’s holdings
us back and limiting capacity. We need a strategy in each
area.
 
You will have two capable deputies in Kc and Kyle who
know the CO landscape well

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill"
<jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
Date: March 15, 2020 at 7:44:16 PM MDT
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice

@state.co.us>
Cc: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice

@state.co.us>, Scott Bookman -
CDPHE <scott.bookman@state.co.us>
Subject: Memo Regarding Mass Testing
Limitations at the State Lab

Dear Governor:
Attached, please find a description of
factors that are limiting capacity at the
state lab.  The issues include:
-A lack of testing ability at the lab prior
to February 28 due to initial problems
with the CDC testing kits distributed to
state labs
-A lack of readily available testing
supplies and unpredictability of
inventory/backordered supplies
-Limited capacity on number of tests
run per day due to finite testing
equipment 
-Lab Corp recently put a hold on
processing more lab tests
-CDPHE has not been able to find any
other labs in the nation to take the
backlog of tests
-A lack of testing in the private sector



until recently, putting pressure on the
state lab
 
As Lisa and I discussed today, what is
still unknown is how many health care
organizations are offering testing,
whether there are issues with supplies
in the private sector, and how long it
will take to get test results to patients
since many providers use out-of-state
labs.  All positives tests will be
reported to CDPHE regardless of the lab
that processed the test.
 
There was an HHS call tonight, which
indicates potential leads on additional
resources for the public/private sector
in general.
 
If There are Questions, You Can
Refer To:
FDA FAQs on Testing
FDA Hotline: 1-888-463-6332 - 24/7.
[Press * to access testing questions
specialists]
 
There are 3 Pathways for
Hospitals/Academic Labs:
1) CDC Test
 
2) Lab Developed Tests - any CLIA
certified lab can go ahead and create
their own COVID test. They need to
send FDA an email to notify that they
have begun testing, and assess
validation within three weeks including 5
positive and 5 negatives.
 
3) Commercial Tests - On March 12
and March 13, FDA issued two new
EUA approvals for commercial
diagnostic tests - Roche and Thermo
Fisher. While these tests may be more
available, ensure you are also ordering
the needed associated materials.
 
FDA is Issuing Additional Flexibility
On:

· Swabs. Only 1 viral target is



needed.
· Strategies to conserve PPE

 
 
Please let us know if you have
additional questions.
 
Thank you,
Jill
 
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver
CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us |
www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us
know how I am doing.
 
Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett,
aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 

<mime-attachment.html>
<COVID-19 Colorado State Laboratory testing
memo.docx>



From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice on behalf of Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To: Matt Blumberg
Subject: Re: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations at the State Lab
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 7:55:42 PM

Yes I will be passing along contacts and you can elevate any calls to make to me with you
because CEOS etc will always take a call from the Gov. I’m mostly gold for intros and high
level contexts but I can be deployed for wherever I add value 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 16, 2020, at 7:20 PM, Matt Blumberg <matt@myblumberg.com> wrote:

There is almost nothing in life that isn’t solvable.  Certainly not these things.  I’m
generating all kinds of ideas on the plane here.  Just need to sort through them with
people who know the resources available. 
 
How engaged will you be in this?  Will I see you or talk to you at all, or will that go
through chain of command?  Thinking you must be the most like-minded
entrepreneurial and GSD person in the whole state government…
 
Matt
 
 

From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice [mailto @state.co.us] 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 8:21 PM
To: Matt Blumberg
Subject: Re: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations at the State Lab
 
All hopefully solveable 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 16, 2020, at 6:07 PM, Matt Blumberg <matt@myblumberg.com> wrote:

That’s a long list of bottlenecks. No tests, no one to test, and no lab to
process results. 

Matt

On Mar 16, 2020, at 3:42 PM, Jared Polis - GOVOffice
@state.co.us> wrote:

I asked the staff to preserve a memo on what’s holdings
us back and limiting capacity. We need a strategy in each
area.
 



You will have two capable deputies in Kc and Kyle who
know the CO landscape well

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill"
<jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
Date: March 15, 2020 at 7:44:16 PM MDT
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice

@state.co.us>
Cc: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice

@state.co.us>, Scott Bookman -
CDPHE <scott.bookman@state.co.us>
Subject: Memo Regarding Mass Testing
Limitations at the State Lab

Dear Governor:
Attached, please find a description of
factors that are limiting capacity at the
state lab.  The issues include:
-A lack of testing ability at the lab prior
to February 28 due to initial problems
with the CDC testing kits distributed to
state labs
-A lack of readily available testing
supplies and unpredictability of
inventory/backordered supplies
-Limited capacity on number of tests
run per day due to finite testing
equipment 
-Lab Corp recently put a hold on
processing more lab tests
-CDPHE has not been able to find any
other labs in the nation to take the
backlog of tests
-A lack of testing in the private sector
until recently, putting pressure on the
state lab
 
As Lisa and I discussed today, what is
still unknown is how many health care
organizations are offering testing,
whether there are issues with supplies
in the private sector, and how long it
will take to get test results to patients
since many providers use out-of-state
labs.  All positives tests will be
reported to CDPHE regardless of the lab
that processed the test.
 



There was an HHS call tonight, which
indicates potential leads on additional
resources for the public/private sector
in general.
 
If There are Questions, You Can
Refer To:
FDA FAQs on Testing
FDA Hotline: 1-888-463-6332 - 24/7.
[Press * to access testing questions
specialists]
 
There are 3 Pathways for
Hospitals/Academic Labs:
1) CDC Test
 
2) Lab Developed Tests - any CLIA
certified lab can go ahead and create
their own COVID test. They need to
send FDA an email to notify that they
have begun testing, and assess
validation within three weeks including 5
positive and 5 negatives.
 
3) Commercial Tests - On March 12
and March 13, FDA issued two new
EUA approvals for commercial
diagnostic tests - Roche and Thermo
Fisher. While these tests may be more
available, ensure you are also ordering
the needed associated materials.
 
FDA is Issuing Additional Flexibility
On:

· Swabs. Only 1 viral target is
needed.
· Strategies to conserve PPE

 
 
Please let us know if you have
additional questions.
 
Thank you,
Jill
 
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director





From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: State health department issues public health order closing Colorado bars, restaurants, gyms, theaters, and

casinos-- still allowing takeout and delivery
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 7:36:30 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Mon, Mar 16, 2020 at 7:34 PM
Subject: State health department issues public health order closing Colorado bars, restaurants,
gyms, theaters, and casinos-- still allowing takeout and delivery
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media info@state.co.us 

 

 

State health department issues public health order 

closing Colorado bars, restaurants, gyms, theaters, and casinos-- still allowing 

takeout and delivery

 
DENVER, March 16, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
issued a public health order to close bars, restaurants, gyms, theaters, and casinos to 
slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus, effective at 8:00 a.m. on March 17 for the 
duration of 30 days. The public health order will help the state slow and limit the 
spread of COVID-19 in Colorado communities.

“We understand the gravity of this public health order, and the disruption it will 
cause,” said Jill Hunsaker Ryan, executive director, Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment. “But we are weighing this disruption against the need to save 
lives. Based on the experience of other countries, the state of Washington, and 
modeling data, the sooner we begin social distancing measures on a large enough 
scale, the more quickly we can slow transmission of the virus, which translates into 
less people requiring hospitalization at the same time and more lives saved.”  

Establishments may continue to offer food and beverage using delivery service, window 



service, walk-up service, drive-through service, or drive-up service, and must use 
precautions in doing so to mitigate the potential transmission of COVID-19, including 
social distancing. 

Establishments may allow up to five members of the public at one time on the 
premises for the purpose of picking up their food or beverage orders, so long as those 
individuals are at least six feet apart from one another.

In addition, the order does not apply to grocery stores, markets, convenience stores, 
pharmacies, drug stores, food pantries, room service in hotels, health care facilities, 
residential care facilities, congregate care facilities, juvenile justice facilities, crisis 
shelters or similar institutions, airport concessionaires, and any emergency facilities 
necessary for the response to these events.

Possible enforcement actions include fines or the possibility of filing an action in court. 
The main goal of all public health orders is compliance to protect the health and well-
being of all Coloradans. 

Read the entire public health order here.

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.
 

###



From: Matt Blumberg on behalf of Matt Blumberg <matt@myblumberg.com>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: RE: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations at the State Lab
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 7:20:20 PM

There is almost nothing in life that isn’t solvable.  Certainly not these things.  I’m generating all kinds
of ideas on the plane here.  Just need to sort through them with people who know the resources
available. 
 
How engaged will you be in this?  Will I see you or talk to you at all, or will that go through chain of
command?  Thinking you must be the most like-minded entrepreneurial and GSD person in the
whole state government…
 
Matt
 
 

From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice [mailto @state.co.us] 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 8:21 PM
To: Matt Blumberg
Subject: Re: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations at the State Lab
 
All hopefully solveable 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 16, 2020, at 6:07 PM, Matt Blumberg <matt@myblumberg.com> wrote:

That’s a long list of bottlenecks. No tests, no one to test, and no lab to process
results. 

Matt

On Mar 16, 2020, at 3:42 PM, Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
wrote:

I asked the staff to preserve a memo on what’s holdings us back and
limiting capacity. We need a strategy in each area.
 
You will have two capable deputies in Kc and Kyle who know the
CO landscape well

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill"
<jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
Date: March 15, 2020 at 7:44:16 PM MDT
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
Cc: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice



@state.co.us>, Scott Bookman - CDPHE
<scott.bookman@state.co.us>
Subject: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations
at the State Lab

Dear Governor:
Attached, please find a description of factors that
are limiting capacity at the state lab.  The issues
include:
-A lack of testing ability at the lab prior to
February 28 due to initial problems with the CDC
testing kits distributed to state labs
-A lack of readily available testing supplies and
unpredictability of inventory/backordered supplies
-Limited capacity on number of tests run per day
due to finite testing equipment 
-Lab Corp recently put a hold on processing more
lab tests
-CDPHE has not been able to find any other labs in
the nation to take the backlog of tests
-A lack of testing in the private sector until
recently, putting pressure on the state lab
 
As Lisa and I discussed today, what is still unknown
is how many health care organizations are offering
testing, whether there are issues with supplies in
the private sector, and how long it will take to get
test results to patients since many providers use
out-of-state labs.  All positives tests will be
reported to CDPHE regardless of the lab that
processed the test.
 
There was an HHS call tonight, which indicates
potential leads on additional resources for the
public/private sector in general.
 
If There are Questions, You Can Refer To:
FDA FAQs on Testing
FDA Hotline: 1-888-463-6332 - 24/7. [Press * to
access testing questions specialists]
 
There are 3 Pathways for Hospitals/Academic
Labs:
1) CDC Test
 
2) Lab Developed Tests - any CLIA certified lab
can go ahead and create their own COVID test.
They need to send FDA an email to notify that they
have begun testing, and assess validation within
three weeks including 5 positive and 5 negatives.
 



3) Commercial Tests - On March 12 and March
13, FDA issued two new EUA approvals for
commercial diagnostic tests - Roche and Thermo
Fisher. While these tests may be more available,
ensure you are also ordering the needed
associated materials.
 
FDA is Issuing Additional Flexibility On:

· Swabs. Only 1 viral target is needed.
· Strategies to conserve PPE

 
 
Please let us know if you have additional
questions.
 
Thank you,
Jill
 
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I
am doing.
 
Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett,
aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 

<mime-attachment.html>
<COVID-19 Colorado State Laboratory testing memo.docx>



From: Cox - GOVOffice, Ali on behalf of Cox - GOVOffice, Ali <ali.cox@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Jared; 
Subject: Fwd: COVID-19 GEEERC Review Slides
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 7:02:01 PM
Attachments: Summary and modeling Presentation GEEERC.pptx

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Whitehead - CDPS, Claire <claire.whitehead@state.co.us>
Date: Mon, Mar 16, 2020 at 2:32 PM
Subject: Re: COVID-19 GEEERC Review Slides
To: Alexandra Haas - CDPHE <alexandra.haas@state.co.us>, Cox - GOVOffice, Ali
<ali.cox@state.co.us>, Hause - CDPHE, Ann <ann.hause@state.co.us>, AnnMarie Harris -
CDPHE <annmarie.harris@state.co.us>, <brownrl1959@gmail.com>,
<bryan_campbell@cms.org>, <chet_seward@cms.org>, Christopher Czaja - CDPHE
<christopher.czaja@state.co.us>, <clinton.andersen@uchealth.org>, Dane Matthew - CDPHE
<dane.matthew@state.co.us>, <daniel.pastula@cuanschutz.edu>,
<daniel.pastula@ucdenver.edu>, Daniel Shodell - CDPHE <daniel.shodell@state.co.us>,
<drkmcmann@gmail.com>, Eric France - CDPHE <eric.france@state.co.us>, Ethan Williams
- CDPS <ethan.williams@state.co.us>, Greg Stasinos - CDPHE <greg.stasinos@state.co.us>,
Locke - CDPS, Jana <jana.locke@state.co.us>, <jdcarver@gmail.com>, Jeff Beckman -
CDPHE <jeff.beckman@state.co.us>, Jennifer Weaver <jennifer.weaver@coag.gov>, Jessica
Bralish - CDPHE <jessica.bralish@state.co.us>, Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE
<jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>, <jmdouglas@tchd.org>, <jpsych46@aol.com>, Keith Roehr
- CDA <keith.roehr@state.co.us>, Klein - CDPS, Kevin <kevin.klein@state.co.us>, <klear-
kaul@arapahoegov.com>, <klear@arapahoegov.com>, <laura.rang@uchealth.org>, Lin
Bonesteel - CDPS <lin.bonesteel@state.co.us>, Lisa Wolfe - DNR <lisa.wolfe@state.co.us>,
<lorena.barbozaneely@sclhealth.org>, <lorena.barbozaneely@uchealth.org>,
<lyle.moore@cha.com>, Maggie Baldwin - CDA <maggie.baldwin@state.co.us>,
<michelle.barron@cuanschutz.edu>, <michelle.barron@ucdenver.edu>, Mike Miller - DNR
<mike.miller@state.co.us>, Willis - CDPS, Mike <mike.willis@state.co.us>,
<mjohnson@co.jefferson.co.us>, <mjohnson@jeffco.us>, <natalie.hanlonleh@coag.gov>,
<nick.striegel@state.co.us>, Pergande - CDPHE, Pam <pam.pergande@state.co.us>,
<ptpons@gmail.com>, Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>, Scott
Bookman - CDPHE <scott.bookman@state.co.us>, Stan Hilkey - CDPS
<stan.hilkey@state.co.us>, Cantrill, Stephen V MD <stephen.cantrill@dhha.org>,
<steve.cantrill@dhha.org>, Tony Cappello - CDPHE <tony.cappello@state.co.us>,
<wesley.hunter@uchealth.org>, <wundershun@aol.com>

Please see the additional attached slides from this afternoon's meeting.

Thanks,

Claire

On Mon, Mar 16, 2020 at 2:07 PM Whitehead - CDPS, Claire <claire.whitehead@state.co.us>
wrote:

Good afternoon,







From: Cox - GOVOffice, Ali on behalf of Cox - GOVOffice, Ali <ali.cox@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Jared;
Subject: Fwd: COVID-19 GEEERC Review Slides
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 7:00:32 PM
Attachments: GEEERC March 16 2020.pptx

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Whitehead - CDPS, Claire <claire.whitehead@state.co.us>
Date: Mon, Mar 16, 2020 at 2:07 PM
Subject: COVID-19 GEEERC Review Slides
To: Alexandra Haas - CDPHE <alexandra.haas@state.co.us>, Cox - GOVOffice, Ali
<ali.cox@state.co.us>, Hause - CDPHE, Ann <ann.hause@state.co.us>, AnnMarie Harris -
CDPHE <annmarie.harris@state.co.us>, <brownrl1959@gmail.com>,
<bryan_campbell@cms.org>, <chet_seward@cms.org>, Christopher Czaja - CDPHE
<christopher.czaja@state.co.us>, <clinton.andersen@uchealth.org>, Dane Matthew - CDPHE
<dane.matthew@state.co.us>, <daniel.pastula@cuanschutz.edu>,
<daniel.pastula@ucdenver.edu>, Daniel Shodell - CDPHE <daniel.shodell@state.co.us>,
<drkmcmann@gmail.com>, Eric France - CDPHE <eric.france@state.co.us>, Ethan Williams
- CDPS <ethan.williams@state.co.us>, Greg Stasinos - CDPHE <greg.stasinos@state.co.us>,
Locke - CDPS, Jana <jana.locke@state.co.us>, <jdcarver@gmail.com>, Jeff Beckman -
CDPHE <jeff.beckman@state.co.us>, Jennifer Weaver <jennifer.weaver@coag.gov>, Jessica
Bralish - CDPHE <jessica.bralish@state.co.us>, Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE
<jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>, <jmdouglas@tchd.org>, <jpsych46@aol.com>, Keith Roehr
- CDA <keith.roehr@state.co.us>, Klein - CDPS, Kevin <kevin.klein@state.co.us>, <klear-
kaul@arapahoegov.com>, <klear@arapahoegov.com>, <laura.rang@uchealth.org>, Lin
Bonesteel - CDPS <lin.bonesteel@state.co.us>, Lisa Wolfe - DNR <lisa.wolfe@state.co.us>,
<lorena.barbozaneely@sclhealth.org>, <lorena.barbozaneely@uchealth.org>,
<lyle.moore@cha.com>, Maggie Baldwin - CDA <maggie.baldwin@state.co.us>,
<michelle.barron@cuanschutz.edu>, <michelle.barron@ucdenver.edu>, Mike Miller - DNR
<mike.miller@state.co.us>, Willis - CDPS, Mike <mike.willis@state.co.us>,
<mjohnson@co.jefferson.co.us>, <mjohnson@jeffco.us>, <natalie.hanlonleh@coag.gov>,
<nick.striegel@state.co.us>, Pergande - CDPHE, Pam <pam.pergande@state.co.us>,
<ptpons@gmail.com>, Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>, Scott
Bookman - CDPHE <scott.bookman@state.co.us>, Stan Hilkey - CDPS
<stan.hilkey@state.co.us>, Cantrill, Stephen V MD <stephen.cantrill@dhha.org>,
<steve.cantrill@dhha.org>, Tony Cappello - CDPHE <tony.cappello@state.co.us>,
<wesley.hunter@uchealth.org>, <wundershun@aol.com>

Good afternoon,

Please see the attached slides from today's meeting.

Thanks,

Claire

-- 
Claire Whitehead |  Executive Assistant





From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE : Gov. Polis Provides an Update on State’s Response to COVID-19, Launches

#DoingMyPartCO Digital Campaign
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 6:44:10 PM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, March 16, 2020
Conor Cahill | Conor.Cahill@state.co.us | 303-866-6324 

Gov. Polis Provides an Update on State’s Response to COVID-19
Governor Launches #DoingMyPartCO Digital Push to Encourage Coloradans

 to Help Stop the Spread of COVID-19

DENVER - Governor Jared Polis provided an update on the state’s response to 
COVID-19. The Governor also announced the launch of a social media push to 
encourage Coloradans to help stop the spread of COVID-19. The digital campaign is 
called #DoingMyPartCO. 

“Doing right by our fellow Coloradans is about more than just protecting our 
health care system, health care workers, and our most vulnerable populations. 
Science tells us that doing good deeds helps our own mental health, which will 
continue to be a challenge for Coloradans in the weeks ahead,” said Governor 
Polis. “It’s not going to be easy, but the more seriously we take this public 
health emergency, the better we can weather the storm and get through this 
crisis with as little damage as possible.”

The Governor continued to reiterate the goal of flattening the curve to stop the 
spread of this virus. The Governor announced that tomorrow CDPHE will open a 
testing site outside Telluride in partnership with San Miguel County. This testing 
site will serve about 100 high-risk patients who have been pre-selected by area 
health care providers as a priority for being tested. The site will not accept walk-up 
or drive-up patients. 

The state of Colorado is amplifying support for communities across the state and 
increasing testing capabilities in mountain communities. This is why today Colorado 
welcomed 50 nurses dedicated to help with the state’s COVID-19 response. This 
effort was made possible from a portion of the $3 million from the Disaster 
Emergency Fund ordered in Gov. Polis Executive Order. The Governor continued to 
encourage Coloradans to engage in aggressive social distancing measures.

The state issued a public health order on the temporary suspension of dine-in 
service at restaurants and bars. The public health order is effective March 17, 2020 
at 8:00 a.m., and for the next 30 days closes brewpubs, breweries, microbreweries, 
distillery pubs, wineries, tasting rooms, special licensees, clubs, public bars, 
taverns, restaurants, food courts, cafes, coffeehouses, Cigar bars, gyms, 



gymnasiums, theaters, casinos, movie and performance theaters, opera houses, 
concert halls, and music halls, restaurants, food courts, cafes, coffeehouses, and 
other similar places of public accommodation offering food or beverage for on-
premises consumption. These places are encouraged to offer food and beverage 
using a delivery service, window service, walk-up service, drive-through service, or 
drive-up service. 

The restrictions imposed by this order do not apply to any of the following:  Places 
of public accommodation that offer food and beverage not for on-premises 
consumption, including grocery stores, markets, convenience stores, pharmacies, 
drug stores, and food pantries, Room service in hotels, Health care facilities, 
residential care facilities, congregate care facilities, and juvenile justice facilities; 
Crisis shelters or similar institutions; Food courts inside the secured zones of 
airports; and any emergency facilities necessary for the response to these events.

Read the public health order here. 

Colorado’s Unemployment Insurance Division is responding to questions from both 
employers and workers impacted by closures as a result of the Coronavirus. 
Employees who see a reduction in hours or layoffs are encouraged to apply for 
unemployment benefits, which can provide partial wage replacement, at 
https://www.colorado.gov/cdle/unemployment
Employers may also be eligible for programs to avoid layoffs like Colorado’s Work 
Share program, which allows employers to split the cost to retain employees with 
Unemployment Insurance.

We know that we will need extra staff to contend with a surge in cases in the very 
near future. The state’s jobs database - ConnectingColorado.com - will continue to 
post listings for statewide jobs available.

The Governor also announced DMVs and all DOR facilities will be closed to the 
public for one month from March 18 - April 18. But many operations and processes 
will continue.
All state driver license offices will be closed to the public but will continue to 
process online license and ID renewals and other DMV online services. Those that 
cannot complete renewals online are encouraged to call the DMV call center at 303-
205-5600, which is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. Coloradans 
specifically seeking CO-RCSA services or information should call 303-205-2335. 
Customers who have appointments will need to reschedule them once normal 
operations resume but are encouraged to try the many online services available at 
https://mydmv.colorado.gov/ /

The Governor provided the public and parents with an update that the Colorado 
Department of Education has received a waiver from the US Dept. of Agriculture to 
continue serving free and reduced meals to our students while schools are closed.

The Governor announced the launch of the Doing My Part CO digital campaign 



where the Governor and the administration are encouraging folks to do the right 
thing and share it on social media with the hashtag #DoingMyPartCO and 
challenging five friends to do the same. For example, challenging people on social 
media to share photos and videos of practicing proper hygiene and social 
distancing, or getting groceries or medicine for an elderly neighbor. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    



From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice on behalf of Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To: Matt Blumberg
Subject: Re: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations at the State Lab
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 6:30:02 PM

Yeah but other than that, it’s easy-peezy

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 16, 2020, at 6:07 PM, Matt Blumberg <matt@myblumberg.com> wrote:

That’s a long list of bottlenecks. No tests, no one to test, and no lab to process
results. 

Matt

On Mar 16, 2020, at 3:42 PM, Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
wrote:

I asked the staff to preserve a memo on what’s holdings us back and
limiting capacity. We need a strategy in each area.

You will have two capable deputies in Kc and Kyle who know the
CO landscape well

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill"
<jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
Date: March 15, 2020 at 7:44:16 PM MDT
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
Cc: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice

@state.co.us>, Scott Bookman - CDPHE
<scott.bookman@state.co.us>
Subject: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations
at the State Lab

Dear Governor:
Attached, please find a description of factors that
are limiting capacity at the state lab.  The issues
include:
-A lack of testing ability at the lab prior to
February 28 due to initial problems with the CDC
testing kits distributed to state labs
-A lack of readily available testing supplies and



unpredictability of inventory/backordered supplies
-Limited capacity on number of tests run per day
due to finite testing equipment 
-Lab Corp recently put a hold on processing more
lab tests
-CDPHE has not been able to find any other labs in
the nation to take the backlog of tests
-A lack of testing in the private sector until
recently, putting pressure on the state lab

As Lisa and I discussed today, what is still unknown
is how many health care organizations are offering
testing, whether there are issues with supplies in
the private sector, and how long it will take to get
test results to patients since many providers use
out-of-state labs.  All positives tests will be
reported to CDPHE regardless of the lab that
processed the test.

There was an HHS call tonight, which indicates
potential leads on additional resources for the
public/private sector in general.

If There are Questions, You Can Refer To:
FDA FAQs on Testing
FDA Hotline: 1-888-463-6332 - 24/7. [Press * to
access testing questions specialists]
 
There are 3 Pathways for Hospitals/Academic
Labs:
1) CDC Test
 
2) Lab Developed Tests - any CLIA certified lab
can go ahead and create their own COVID test.
They need to send FDA an email to notify that they
have begun testing, and assess validation within
three weeks including 5 positive and 5 negatives.
 
3) Commercial Tests - On March 12 and March
13, FDA issued two new EUA approvals for
commercial diagnostic tests - Roche and Thermo
Fisher. While these tests may be more available,
ensure you are also ordering the needed
associated materials.
 
FDA is Issuing Additional Flexibility On:

· Swabs. Only 1 viral target is needed.
· Strategies to conserve PPE





From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice on behalf of Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To: Matt Blumberg
Subject: Re: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations at the State Lab
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 6:21:24 PM

All hopefully solveable 

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 16, 2020, at 6:07 PM, Matt Blumberg <matt@myblumberg.com> wrote:

That’s a long list of bottlenecks. No tests, no one to test, and no lab to process
results. 

Matt

On Mar 16, 2020, at 3:42 PM, Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
wrote:

I asked the staff to preserve a memo on what’s holdings us back and
limiting capacity. We need a strategy in each area.

You will have two capable deputies in Kc and Kyle who know the
CO landscape well

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill"
<jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
Date: March 15, 2020 at 7:44:16 PM MDT
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
Cc: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice

@state.co.us>, Scott Bookman - CDPHE
<scott.bookman@state.co.us>
Subject: Memo Regarding Mass Testing Limitations
at the State Lab

Dear Governor:
Attached, please find a description of factors that
are limiting capacity at the state lab.  The issues
include:
-A lack of testing ability at the lab prior to
February 28 due to initial problems with the CDC
testing kits distributed to state labs
-A lack of readily available testing supplies and



unpredictability of inventory/backordered supplies
-Limited capacity on number of tests run per day
due to finite testing equipment 
-Lab Corp recently put a hold on processing more
lab tests
-CDPHE has not been able to find any other labs in
the nation to take the backlog of tests
-A lack of testing in the private sector until
recently, putting pressure on the state lab

As Lisa and I discussed today, what is still unknown
is how many health care organizations are offering
testing, whether there are issues with supplies in
the private sector, and how long it will take to get
test results to patients since many providers use
out-of-state labs.  All positives tests will be
reported to CDPHE regardless of the lab that
processed the test.

There was an HHS call tonight, which indicates
potential leads on additional resources for the
public/private sector in general.

If There are Questions, You Can Refer To:
FDA FAQs on Testing
FDA Hotline: 1-888-463-6332 - 24/7. [Press * to
access testing questions specialists]
 
There are 3 Pathways for Hospitals/Academic
Labs:
1) CDC Test
 
2) Lab Developed Tests - any CLIA certified lab
can go ahead and create their own COVID test.
They need to send FDA an email to notify that they
have begun testing, and assess validation within
three weeks including 5 positive and 5 negatives.
 
3) Commercial Tests - On March 12 and March
13, FDA issued two new EUA approvals for
commercial diagnostic tests - Roche and Thermo
Fisher. While these tests may be more available,
ensure you are also ordering the needed
associated materials.
 
FDA is Issuing Additional Flexibility On:

· Swabs. Only 1 viral target is needed.
· Strategies to conserve PPE







long it will take to get test results to patients since many
providers use out-of-state labs.  All positives tests will be
reported to CDPHE regardless of the lab that processed the
test.

There was an HHS call tonight, which indicates potential
leads on additional resources for the public/private sector in
general.

If There are Questions, You Can Refer To:
FDA FAQs on Testing
FDA Hotline: 1-888-463-6332 - 24/7. [Press * to access testing
questions specialists]
 
There are 3 Pathways for Hospitals/Academic Labs:
1) CDC Test
 
2) Lab Developed Tests - any CLIA certified lab can go ahead
and create their own COVID test. They need to send FDA an
email to notify that they have begun testing, and assess
validation within three weeks including 5 positive and 5
negatives.
 
3) Commercial Tests - On March 12 and March 13, FDA
issued two new EUA approvals for commercial diagnostic tests
- Roche and Thermo Fisher. While these tests may be more
available, ensure you are also ordering the needed associated
materials.
 
FDA is Issuing Additional Flexibility On:

· Swabs. Only 1 viral target is needed.
· Strategies to conserve PPE

Please let us know if you have additional questions.

Thank you,
Jill

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246



o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing. 

Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 

<mime-attachment.html>

<COVID-19 Colorado State Laboratory testing memo.docx>



From: Maes - DOR, Callie on behalf of Maes - DOR, Callie <callie.maes@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: State Driver License Offices
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 4:30:57 PM

Good afternoon Governor Polis,

Frist, I want to thank you for being proactive when it comes to the COVID-19 outbreak. I feel
like you are prompt on making decisions to help the people of Colorado stay safe and healthy.
With that being said, I work for the Driver License Division (DOR) and am hoping you will
consider  closing the State DL offices. While I know our job is not possible to do from home I
am hoping you will understand our concern. For those of us who work on the front lines with
the public we are less than 3 feet away from our customers who come in. Unfortunately,
washing our hands is not going to be good enough (as some people suggest) for us because we
are in such close proximity to people. For me personally, I live with my aging and ill parents
and I risk going home sick to them everyday. I am surely not the only one with this concern,
or similar worries. I know that your overall desire is to help the people of Colorado and hope
you will take my suggestions into great consideration.

Thank you for your time. 

-- 
Callie Maes
Office Manager
Driver License Administration

P 970.570.9710 |  F 970.565.5489
2210 East Main Street Cortez, CO 81321
callie.maes@state.co.us  |  www.colorado.gov/revenue/dmv



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: CDPHE confirms 29 additional new positive cases in Colorado
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 4:13:06 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Mon, Mar 16, 2020 at 4:11 PM
Subject: RELEASE: CDPHE confirms 29 additional new positive cases in Colorado
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

                

                   
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT: 
COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)
Email: media info@state.co.us 

 
 

CDPHE confirms 29 additional new positive cases in Colorado
 

DENVER, March 16, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) confirmed 29 new positive cases of COVID-19 in Colorado, based on overnight 
test results reported through 3 p.m. today. That brings the total number of positive 
cases to date to 160.
 
The state can confirm completed test results on about 1,216 people by the state lab 
since testing started on February 28. Private labs are required to report positive test 
results to the state. Private labs are not required to report negative test results to the 
state, so we are not reporting total testing numbers for the state.
 
Due to the high volume of tests being processed by the state lab and a need to get the 
information out quickly, today’s news release does not contain a demographic 
breakdown. Demographic data will be provided as soon as the lab is able to provide the 
statistical breakdown. 
 
All presumptive positive cases are now considered positive. CDC is no longer performing 
confirmatory testing
 



Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.
 

####



From: Montoya - DOR, Connie on behalf of Montoya - DOR, Connie <connie.montoya@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Driver"s License Office (DOR)
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 3:58:46 PM
Attachments: image.png

Good afternoon Governor Polis,

First and foremost I would like to thank you for the precautions you have put in place to keep
our state safe and healthy. Although, the employees here at the Driver License Offices are
growing extremely concerned about our health and safety. We are working on the frontlines
and directly with the public as people are still coming in while they are sick. We also interact
and assist people who are from other states as well as other countries, like those in the SB-251
program and here with visas. Other division offices for the state have closed or are now
working from home. We understand that we cannot perform many of our work duties from
home. We are hoping you will consider closing our offices while this is in full effect to keep
ourselves and our families healthy and safe during this scary time. We are growing much more
concerned as the days go on as COVID-19 is now in our counties and the number of cases are
rising. 

Thank you for your time and thank you for taking care of our state,

-- 
Connie Montoya
Driver's License Technician III
Driver License Office 

  
P 970-248-7006  |  C 970-261-7472|  F 970-248-7013
222 S. 6th Street, Suite 101, Grand Junction, CO 81501
connie.montoya@state.co.us |  www.colorado.gov/revenue/dmv



From: Ortega - DOR, Jessica on behalf of Ortega - DOR, Jessica <jessica.ortega@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: COVID-19 Close the state offices already!!
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 3:31:26 PM

Governor Polis,
First and foremost I would like to thank you for the precautions you have put in place
to keep our state safe and healthy. However, I also feel this should have been taken
more seriously when we knew about it months ago and had these in place, as they
now feel a little late.  We here at the Driver License Offices are growing extremely
concerned about our health and safety. We are working on the frontlines and directly
with the public as people are still coming in while they are sick. We also interact and
assist people who are from other states as well as other countries, like those in the
SB-251 program and here with visas. Other division offices for the state have closed
or are now working from home. We understand that we cannot perform many of our
work duties from home. We are hoping you will be closing our offices while this is in
full effect to keep ourselves and our families healthy and safe during this scary time.
We are growing much more concerned as the days go on as COVID-19 is now in our
counties and the number of cases are rising. 

Thank you for your time and thank you for taking care of our state.

-- 
Kind Regards,

Jessica Ortega
Grand Junction Drivers License Office Technician II



From: McBride, Bill on behalf of McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
To: McBride, Bill
Subject: National Governors Association"s COVID-19 Daily Update - 3/16/2020
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 3:26:58 PM

Good afternoon Governors,
This is the third National Governors Association daily email with recent updates on the state and
federal COVID-19 response that NGA staff have identified as occurring in the past 24 hours. For a
full list of state and territorial actions, please visit NGA’s Coronavirus webpage.
As we continue to monitor this health threat, which President Trump officially declared a national
emergency, we are working with states on their efforts. Thanks to NGA Chair and Maryland
Governor Larry Hogan and NGA Vice Chair and New York Governor Andrew Cuomo for their
leadership over the past weeks, as they worked both within this organization and their states to
provide guidance during this public health emergency. Governors and state officials are leading the
preparedness and response to COVID-19, and this email outlines some of those efforts, as well as
providing links to online resources with further information to assist you.
My goal is to provide you with daily updates from the National Governors Association to help you in
dealing with the ongoing COVID-19 situation on the following topics:

Actions being taken by governors,
Key resources available on our website,
NGA activities to assist you in your response to COVID-19, and
Actions being taken by the federal Administration and Congress.

Questions From Governors
We’ve received a question from a governor about what fellow governors’ offices are doing regarding
telework for their staff. If you have any information you’d like to provide on this, or have a question
you would like your peers or NGA staff to address, please email Ryan Solt at rsolt@nga.org. We are
available to provide technical assistance, share expertise and experiences, and advocate on your
states’ behalf as this situation continues to develop.
American Red Cross Request
Over the last few days, we have seen blood drive cancellations grow at an alarming rate. Through
March 13, about 1,500 Red Cross blood drives have been canceled across the country due to
coronavirus concerns, resulting in some 46,000 fewer blood donations. We expect that number to
rise.

 
In the face of coronavirus fears, the American Red Cross asks your help to communicate three vital
messages to the public: 

Donating blood is a safe process and people should not be concerned about giving or
receiving blood during this challenging time.
More healthy donors are needed to give now to prevent a blood shortage.
Keep scheduled blood drives, which will allow donors the opportunity to give blood. 

 
As an emergency preparedness organization, the Red Cross has also taken additional steps to ensure
the safety of staff and donors at each Red Cross blood drive.

The Red Cross only collects blood from individuals who are healthy and feeling well at the
time of donation – and who meet other eligibility requirements, available at
RedCrossBlood.org.



We are now pre-screening all individuals by checking their temperature before they enter
any Red Cross blood drive or donation center, including our own staff and volunteers. 
At each blood drive and donation center, Red Cross employees follow thorough safety
protocols including wearing gloves, routinely wiping down donor-touched areas, using
sterile collection sets for every donation, and preparing the arm for donation with an
aseptic scrub. 
Additional spacing has been implemented within each blood drive set up to incorporate
social distancing measures between donation beds and stations within the blood drive.
The average blood drives are only 20-30 people and are not large gatherings.

 
We’re asking the American people to give blood during this challenging time, and we are asking you
as Governors to help communicate this critical need. Red Cross President and CEO, Gail McGovern,
would welcome an opportunity to share more about this urgent need. Her cell is 617-816-9900.
 
Foreign Disinformation Campaign & Cybersecurity Threats
On March 15, federal officials began confronting what they said was a deliberate effort by a foreign
entity to spread fears of a nationwide quarantine amid the COVID-19 pandemic. U.S. officials did not
name the foreign entity they believe to be responsible for the foreign disinformation campaign.
National security officials also said there had been a cyber incident involving the computer networks
of Health and Human Services, but that the networks were operating normally. They didn’t detail the
scope of the incident. Officials are encouraged to practice good “cyber hygiene” and review their
plans to address misinformation and cyber attacks.
 
Actions Being Taken By Governors
State Emergency/Public Health Emergency Declarations
All 50 states, Guam, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the District of
Columbia have issued state emergency/public health emergency declarations. Please see the NGA
website for links to each governor’s order.
National Guard Activations By State/Territory
At least 18 states and Puerto Rice have activated the National Guard: AR, CA, CO, CT, FL, GA, IA, KS,
LA, MD, MT, NJ, NM, NY, PR, RI, VT, WI and WA.
 
State Employee Restricted Travel/Restricted State Travel
At least 20 states have restricted state employee travel as a result of the coronavirus: AK, AR, CT, GA,
FL, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MN, NJ, NM, OH, PA, RI, VA, WA, WI and WV.
Website Updates with Resource Materials
State/Territorial Actions
This section outlines the most recent actions taken by governors and state and territorial leaders.
Given the fast-moving nature of these events, if we are missing an action that you have taken
that you would like to share with fellow governors, please send those along to be included on our
website and in the next daily update.

Alabama
March 14 – The Governor closed all Alabama public schools beginning at the close of
business Wednesday, March 18 for two and a half weeks.
March 15 – The Governor authorized directors of all state agencies to put different



work schedules into place for state employees.
Alaska

March 13 – The Governor and the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services
issued the State of Alaska’s first COVID-19 health mandate suspending and limiting
general public visitation to select state institutions.
Additionally, from March 16-30 there will be non-student contact days in which
students will not be attending school and all after-school activities will be suspended.

Arizona
March 15 – The Governor and Boys & Girls Clubs Arizona Alliance announced
emergency operational funding to support youth impacted by COVID-19 school
closures. The partnership will enable state funding to compensate Boys & Girls Clubs to
provide expanded services to Arizona families, while encouraging and leveraging
private donations from individuals, corporations and foundations.
March 15 – The Governor also announced the closure of all schools from March 16-
27. 

California
March 13 – The Governor issued an executive order ensuring California public school
districts retain state funding even in the event of physical closure. The order directs
school districts to use those state dollars to fund distance learning and high-quality
educational opportunities, provide school meals and, as practicable, arrange for the
supervision for students during school hours.
March 13 – Schools and districts are providing drive-through pickup options for free-
and-reduced-price meals.
March 13 – The California Department of Public Health issued new guidance for
gambling venues, theme parks and theaters.
March 15 – The Governor called for all bars, wineries, nightclubs and brewpubs to close
and urged seniors and people with chronic health conditions to isolate themselves at
home in a bid to contain the spread of the coronavirus.
March 15 – The Governor announced pilot programs in two counties that will begin
mobile testing in the next 24-48 hours.

Colorado
March 13 – The Governor issued guidance for large gatherings, recommending
canceling or postponing any events with more than 250 people unless there are steps
taken to ensure a distance of at least six feet between smaller parties at the event. The
Governor’s update also highlighted the following actions:

The Division of Insurance has made allowances for seniors to get an extra
month’s supply of prescription medications.
The state activated the National Guard to provide additional testing capacity
around the state and train other community medical providers on standing up
their own mobile testing labs.
The Governor instructed the Colorado Department of Regulatory Agencies to cut
through red tape on licensing medical professionals so that medical
professionals with licenses in other states can be licensed in Colorado as quickly
as possible. The state has already contracted to have dozens of nurses from out
of state arrive  to help with Colorado communities that have been hit the
hardest. CDPHE has also authorized every EMT and paramedic in the state to



administer the test.
March 14 – The Governor issued an executive order directing downhill ski resorts to
suspend operations for one week to slow the spread of COVID-19 and conserve
medical resources in the state’s mountain communities.
March 14 – The Governor and the Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment is restricting all visitors at skilled nursing, assisted living and intermediate
care facilities to protect the health of the residents and health care workers at those
facilities.

Connecticut
March 13 – The Governor signed an executive order granting the commissioner of the
Department of Public Health additional authority to restrict visitation to facilitates such
as nursing home facilities, residential care homes and chronic disease hospitals.
March 14 – The Governor signed his third executive order since the enactment of the
emergency declarations earlier in the week. The latest order:

Relaxes in-person open meeting requirements to minimize large gatherings, with
safeguards to provide remote public access;
Allows pharmacists to compound and sell hand sanitizer;
Waives requirements for pharmacists to use certain personal protective
equipment when working with non-hazardous, sterile compounds;
Authorizes refunds of liquor permit fees for special events that have since been
canceled;
Waives face-to-face interview requirements for Temporary Family Assistance;
Authorizes the Commissioner of Early Childhood to waive certain licensing and
other requirements to maintain and increase the availability of childcare; and
Authorizes the Office of Health Strategy to waive Certificates of Need and other
requirements to ensure adequate availability of healthcare resources and
facilities.

March 14 – The Governor directed telework requirements to be eased for certain
executive branch state employees, allowing an increased number of employees to work
from home. He is also providing executive branch state employees who cannot report
to work due to COVID-19, 14 days of paid time off.
March 14 – The Connecticut National Guard is aiding the state with requests for
assistance.
March 15 – The Governor signed an executive order taking the following actions:

Cancels classes at all public schools statewide effective March 17 through at
least March 31.
Provides flexibility for municipal budget deadlines and related issues.
Authorizes the DMV commissioner to close branches to the public, conduct
business remotely, and extend deadlines.
Allows restrictions on visitor access to psychiatric facilities in order to protect
vulnerable residents, patients and staff.
Requests the Small Business Administration issue a declaration enabling
Connecticut’s small business owners to receive disaster assistance.
Extends the Department of Revenue Services filing deadline for certain annual
state business tax returns.



Releases a set of rules to pharmacies so they can begin producing and selling
their own hand sanitizer while ensuring its effectiveness and safety.

The State Department of Education received a waiver from the federal government
allowing students who receive meals under the school lunch program to continue
receiving those meals during school closures and consume them at home.

Delaware
March 16 – The Delaware Department of Education received a waiver from the federal
government to allow school nutrition programs to provide meals to students during the
closure.

Georgia
March 14 – The Governor issued an executive order calling National Guard troops to
active duty. The order calls up 2,000 National Guard troops to active duty to assist in
response to the coronavirus outbreak in the state.

Guam
March 15 – The Governor  declared a public health emergency.
March 15 – The Governor and the Guam Department of Public Health and Social
Services implemented a 14-day suspension of non-essential Government of Guam
Operations effective March 16.

Hawaii
March 12 – The Hawaii Department of Transportation installed 250 hand sanitizer
dispensers and more than 12,000 boxes of anti-bacterial solution in high passenger
volume areas in Hawaii airports.

Illinois
March 15 – The Governor announced all restaurants and bars will close for on-site
consumption starting at 9 p.m. on March 16.
March 15 – The Governor, in response to the overcrowding and wait times at Chicago
airports, announced that the federal government will be doubling U.S. Customs and
Border Patrol staff at O’Hare Airport.

Indiana
March 13 – The Governor announced additional steps the state is taking to assist with
its COVID-19 response:

All state agencies are evaluating rules and regulations that should be suspended
or modified to assist Hoosiers during this public emergency.
The Family Social Services Administration has asked federal officials to approve a
request to temporarily waive the renewal process for Hoosiers who need SNAP
or TANF benefits.
State officials are collaborating with the Indiana Department of Education to
discuss solutions regarding student assessments and meals for children whose
schools have closed.

March 16 – The Governor announced the following updates regarding COVID-19:
Indiana will adhere to CDC guidance for large events and mass gatherings. The
guidance recommends canceling or postponing in-person events of more than
50 people during the next eight weeks.
Under the current guidance for schools, 273 public school districts are closed,
using e-learning days, or on spring break and have announced a future closure.



The Department of Education is working with the remaining 16 school
corporations to determine their next steps and needs.
Bars, nightclubs and restaurants are required to close to in-person patrons and
may provide take-out and delivery services through the end of March.
Hospitals and ambulatory surgical centers should cancel and/or postpone
elective and non-urgent surgical procedures immediately.
The state’s Emergency Operations Center has been raised to a Level 1 status and
will work in conjunction with the incident command center at the Indiana State
Department of Health for planning, coordination, predictive analysis and other
functions.
State employees will maximize the use of remote work and meet virtually
whenever possible while maintaining operations. Non-essential in-person
meetings will be limited to 10 persons or less and should meet virtually
whenever possible. High-risk individuals should not attend meetings in person.
State employees over the age of 60 with underlying health conditions are
advised to work from home, and agencies should identify work that can be
accomplished remotely for those individuals.
The Department of Workforce Development (DWD) suspended rules requiring
certain unemployment insurance claimants to physically appear at a Work One
location to engage in reemployment services for the next four weeks. The DWD
will also request flexibility under federal and state law to expand eligibility for
claimants and ease burdens on employers.
The Indiana Economic Development Corporation will postpone the inaugural
Indiana Global Economic Summit, scheduled for April 26-28.
Communities are encouraged to work together to provide child care options for
all who need assistance and delivery services of meals and other necessities for
senior citizens.

Iowa
March 15 – The Governor recommended Iowa schools close for four weeks.

Kansas
·        March 15 – The Governor recommended K-12 schools in Kansas close for the week

of March 16. The Kansas State Board of Education will build a comprehensive plan to
address the challenges that schools are facing in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Kentucky
March 15 – The Governor asked all Kentucky hospitals to cease providing elective
surgery and for daycare facilities to begin planning for closures.
March 16 – The Governor ordered all bars and restaurant and dining rooms to close.
The order will take effect at 5 p.m. on March 16.

Louisiana
March 13 – The Governor signed a proclamation that immediately halts any gathering
of more than 250 people until April 13 and closes all K-12 public schools statewide
effective March 16 until April 13.
March 13 – The Governor signed an executive order postponing elections in Louisiana,
including the presidential primary scheduled for April 4.

Maryland
March 15 – The Governor issued an emergency order closing all casinos, racetracks and



betting facilities. To support these businesses, the Maryland Department of Commerce
and Labor compiled resources for employer and worker assistance, financial assistance,
and licensing and permitting to help support the industry.

Massachusetts
March 15 – The Governor announced several new steps to address COVID-19, including
the following:

All public and private elementary and secondary schools will be closed for three
weeks.
Gatherings of more than 25 people are prohibited.
Visitors are prohibited from entering long-term care facilities and nursing
homes.
The administration is filing emergency legislation that will allow new claims to be
paid more quickly by waiving the one-week waiting period for unemployment
benefits.

March 15 – The Governor announced a new legislative package aimed at supporting
municipal governance that allows changes to the postponing of town meetings,
adopting lower quorum rules, permitting municipal spending of revolving funds, and
other measures.

Michigan
March 15 – The Governor issued guidance that limits mass gatherings of more than 50
people.
March 15 – The Governor signed Executive Order 2020-8, effective until April 13, which
imposes enhanced restrictions on price gouging of goods, materials, emergency
supplies and consumer food items.
March 16 –The Governor signed EO 2020-9, temporarily closing bars, theatres, casinos,
and other public spaces, as well as limiting restaurants to delivery and carry-out orders.

Minnesota
March 15 – The Governor signed Executive Order 20-02 authorizing the closure of all
prekindergarten through grade 12 schools. This order also requires schools to provide
care for elementary-age children of health care professionals, first responders, and
other emergency workers during previously planned school days. Additionally, the
order makes provisions for the continuity of mental health services and requires
schools to continue providing meals to students in need. The Department of Health
also issued comprehensive guidance for public school districts and charter schools on
actions to take during these closures.

Mississippi
March 15 – The Governor declared a state of emergency.

Missouri
March 15 – The Governor issued guidance limiting mass gatherings of 50 or more
individuals.

Montana
March 15 – The Governor issued guidance closing all public elementary and secondary
education schools, limiting mass gatherings of more than 50 people, and suspending
visitors from all nursing homes. Additionally, the guidance increases the legal weight
limit for commercial vehicles by 10 percent in an effort to provide more supplied



resources for the state, as well as mobilizing the National Guard to respond when
necessary.

Nevada
March 15 – The Governor closed all public elementary and secondary education 
schools through April 6.

New Hampshire
March 15 – The Governor issued an emergency order closing all public schools in the
state while also providing guidance to districts on remote learning plans.

New Jersey
March 15 – The Governor closed all motor vehicle agencies and road-testing facilities
until March 30.
March 15 – The Governor requested the federal government open a Special Enrollment
Period for New Jersey residents to allow those uninsured or underinsured to enroll in
health coverage.
March 16 – The Governor issued closures across the state of restaurants, bars, gyms
and movie theaters, and is limiting restaurants to delivery and takeout. The Governor
also issued a statewide curfew from 8 p.m. to 5 a.m.

New Mexico
March 15 – The Governor issued a public health order prohibiting gatherings of 100
people or more and ordered that all restaurants, bars and food establishments operate
at no greater than 50 percent of maximum occupancy.

New York
March 13 – The FDA issued enforcement discretion and is not objecting to the New
York State Department of Health authorizing certain laboratories in New York to begin
patient testing after validating their tests and notifying the state. 
March 15 – The Governor sent a letter to President Trump calling for comprehensive
federal action to combat COVID-19, including a national strategy for testing, school
closures, and hospital surge capacity.
March 15 – The Governor announced that all NYC, Westchester, Suffolk and Nassau
Public Schools are closed for two weeks beginning March 16.

North Carolina
March 14 – The Governor issued an executive order to close all K-12 public schools for
a minimum of two weeks. The executive order also prohibits gatherings of more than
100 people.

North Dakota
March 15 – The Governor ordered all K-12 schools to close from March 16-20.

Ohio
March 15 – The Governor ordered all Ohio bars and restaurants to close, with only
take-out and delivery options available.

Pennsylvania
March 15 – The Governor issued an order to close all dine-in facilities starting on March
16 in Allegheny, Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgomery counties for the next 14
days.

Puerto Rico
March 15 – The Governor announced an island-wide curfew and the closing of all



nonessential businesses.
Rhode Island

March 15 – The Governor announced guidance directing all childcare centers in Rhode
Island to close. She also announced that the Rhode Island Department of Education will
be working with local school districts to make “grab and go” meals available to students
while schools are closed.

South Carolina
March 13 – The Governor issued an executive order that all K-12 schools, including
universities, colleges and technical colleges be closed through the end of the month.

Tennessee
March 13 – The Governor issued further guidance regarding mass gatherings, schools,
state employees and the State Capitol building as more confirmed cases of COVID-19
surface in Tennessee:

Congregations and groups are urged to consider alternatives to traditional
services by utilizing live streams, pre-recorded messages and other electronic
means.
Events larger than 250 people are discouraged to limit exposure to COVID-19.
School districts have been advised to exercise discretion when canceling school
for K-12 students. The state will provide further support for districts pursuing
this action but urge districts to consider the prevalence of confirmed cases of
COVID-19 in their area. In partnership with districts, students who depend on
school-provided meals will still receive this support, regardless of school closure.
State employees who have been trained and certified to work from home within
the state’s Alternative Workplace Solutions program will work from home
through March 31.
State employees have been instructed to cease all non-essential business travel
through March 31.
The Tennessee State Capitol is closed to tours and visitors through March 31.
Members of the media will continue to have access to the State Capitol building.

Texas
March 13 – The Governor declared a state of disaster in Texas.
March 16 – The Governor announced that he has waived the State of Texas
Assessments of Academic Readiness testing requirements for the 2019-2020 school
year. Additionally, the Governor is requesting that the Department of Education waive
federal testing requirements for the 2019-2020 school year. 

Utah
March 16 – The Governor announced that Utah’s public schools will implement a two-
week dismissal, or “soft closure,” starting March 16. The dismissal is designed to help
implement social distancing and slow the spread of novel coronavirus.

Virginia
March 13 – The Governor ordered all K-12 schools in Virginia to close for a minimum of
two weeks.
March 15 – The Governor announced a temporary ban on all public events of more
than 100 people.
March 16 – The Governor joined the Governor of Maryland and the Mayor of the



District of Columbia in calling on the President to add the National Capital Region to the
list of priority locations for federal supported COVID-19 testing sites.

Washington
March 13 – The Governor signed a proclamation prohibiting all public and private
universities, colleges, technical schools, apprenticeship and similar programs  from
conducting in-person classroom instruction and lectures.
March 15 – The Governor signed an emergency proclamation temporarily shutting
down restaurants, bars, and entertainment and recreational facilities.

West Virginia
March 14 – The Governor announced the closure of K-12 schools in the state and
issued the following updates:

All schools will remain closed to students through at least March 27.
Essential staff, as determined by each county board of education, will report
March 16 through March 18 to develop continuity plans for students.
All teachers, staff and school service personnel will report March 19 and March
20.
County boards of education will determine staff requirements for March 23 and
beyond.

Wisconsin
March 14 – The Governor ordered K-12 schools (public and private) to close starting
March 18 with an anticipated reopening date of April 6.

Wyoming
March 15 – The Governor recommended that all schools remain closed until April 3.
The recommendation must go to local superintendents and school boards who have
final authority.

 
Select Resources Available
The following are additional resources added to NGA’s website today. For a full list of select
resources, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.

Operational Coordination
Department of Defense Directive 3025.18: Defense Support to Civil Authorities

Communications
ASTHO COVID-19: Simple Answers to Top Ten Questions – Risk Communication Guide

Supply Chain and Health System Readiness
American College of Surgeons COVID-19: Recommendations for Management of
Elective Surgical Procedures
OSHA Temporary Enforcement Guidance – Healthcare Respiratory Protection Annual
Fit-Testing for N95 Filtering Facepieces During the COVID-19 Outbreak

Long Term Care
CMS Guidance for Infection Control and Prevention of COVID-19 in Nursing Homes
(Revised March 13, 2020)

Health Insurance
CMS COVID-19 Emergency Declaration Health Care Providers Fact Sheet

Schools/Childcare and Universities
USDA Proactive Flexibility to Feed Children When Schools Close



USDA Memo on Child Nutrition Program Meal Service During Novel Coronavirus
Outbreaks

 
NGA Activities
SCAN Call
Because this public health crisis is advancing so quickly, we will be holding our SCAN calls on a
weekly basis. Our next SCAN call is scheduled for tomorrow Tuesday, March 17, at 4 p.m. ET. These
calls are designed to share best practices among peers, learn from subject-matter experts, and
provide technical assistance from the National Governors Association. The next call will focus on the
decision-making criteria and strategies governors have used in their COVID-19 response efforts,
including restrictions on state employee travel and mass gatherings, as well as school closures and
guidance to schools and employers. You can dial in by phone at 1-888-475-4499, or online at
https://zoom.us/j/2026245318, and enter the Meeting ID: 202-624-5318#.
 
Social Media
We are following governors closely on social media and are sharing posts in real time. Please follow
NGA’s Official Twitter account to stay-up-to-date on recent state actions and announcements on
social media. If you wish to share any information via NGA’s social media accounts, please email
Bradley Peck at bpeck@nga.org.
Steps Taken By the Federal Administration and Congress
Steps the Federal Government Has Taken to Address Coronavirus
The following are recent steps the federal government has taken to address COVID-19. For a full list
of federal government actions, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.

March 14 – The U.S. House of Representatives passed the Families First Coronavirus Response
Act (H.R. 6201).
March 15 – The CDC recommended canceling or postponing gatherings of 50 or more people
during the next eight weeks.
March 16 – President Donald Trump released guidelines instructing Americans to avoid social
gatherings of more than 10 people for the next 15 days to slow the spread of the novel
coronavirus. The White House's new guidelines also advise Americans to avoid eating and
drinking at bars, restaurants and food courts; going on shopping trips and making social visits;
and visiting nursing homes and retirement or long-term care facilities.

 
Upcoming Actions: Congress is still negotiating the next COVID-19 supplemental. The U.S House of
Representatives passed the “Families First Coronavirus Response Act” (H.R. 6210), which includes
emergency provisions such as: paid sick leave, widespread free testing, food aid and unemployment
insurance. The bill is expected to go back to the House for some technical fixes. Senate action is
expected this week. A third supplemental is being discussed in Congress.
NGA has a strong teleworking policy, and while some staff have been working remotely already, we
are requiring telework for all staff beginning today Monday, March 16 through Friday, March 27. We
will provide any updates and changes to this policy as appropriate.
As always, please feel free to reach out to me with questions. Additionally, if you would like technical
assistance or more information from NGA, contact Maribel Ramos (NGA Government Relations),
Lauren Stienstra (Homeland Security and Public Safety Division) or Melinda Becker (Health Division).
Respectfully,
Bill
 



 
Bill McBride  | Executive Director
 

National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street NW
Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001 

p/202-624-5320
c/703-370-2298
bmcbride@nga.org
www.nga.org

 
 
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged,
proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient,
or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the
sender and delete this message.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: MEDIA ADVISORY: Gov. Polis to Provide Update on COVID-19
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 2:53:40 PM

MEDIA ADVISORY
Monday, March 16, 2020
Conor Cahill |conor.cahill@state.co.us |303-866-6324 

Gov. Polis to Provide Update on COVID-19

DENVER - Gov. Polis and public health and safety officials provide an update on the 
state’s response to COVID-19. 

WHO: Gov. Jared Polis
Public health and safety officials 

WHERE: State Capitol, West Foyer 

WHEN: Monday, March 16, 2020
4:30PM MT 

Media Please RSVP to conor.cahill@state.co.us 
 The news conference will be live-streamed from the 

Governor’s Facebook page. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: For Immediate Release: Economic Forecast Shows COVID19 Impacting Economy
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 2:15:56 PM

For Immediate Release
Monday, March 16, 2020
Conor Cahill | Conor.Cahill@state.co.us | 303-866-6324 

Economic Forecast Shows COVID19 
Impacting Economy

DENVER - Today, the Office of State Planning and Budgeting released the March 
economic forecast showing the significant economic impact of COVID-19. The 
overall economic impact is difficult to anticipate and depends on both the extent to 
which the epidemic can be slowed or contained and the effectiveness of federal 
fiscal and monetary policy interventions. 

“COVID-19 has impacted the global economy and is having a significant impact 
on our state’s economy as well. I would call the economic situation in complete 
flux, and until we have a much better idea what’s going on I wouldn’t put much 
stock in any economic forecast, although we know the news isn’t good,” said 
Governor Polis. “My top priority during this time is protecting the health and 
safety of Coloradans which also minimizes damage to our economy. We’re doing 
everything we can to minimize the long-term economic impact of this global 
pandemic and ensure that Colorado is prepared to come back stronger than 
before when this crisis is over.” 

While Colorado’s economy has expanded since the December forecast, the rapid 
spread of the COVID-19 virus poses a significant risk to the state’s economy. 
Economic activity is expected to slow sharply over the coming months as schools 
and businesses close and consumers stay home in an attempt to slow the spread of 
the pandemic. While this forecast projects that consumer and business activity will 
return to normal levels relatively quickly once schools and businesses reopen, there 
is an increasing risk that extended closures could trigger a recession as consumers 
stay home and workers and businesses lose income.

As in Colorado, the economic outlook for the U.S. has deteriorated since December 
due to the recent expansion of COVID-19 into the country and the economic losses 
associated with widespread emergency closures of schools and businesses. Despite 
strong economic momentum in recent months, a sharp decline in economic activity 
is expected but there is still uncertainty. 

General Fund revenue is expected to grow 1.2 percent in FY 2019-20 after growing 



by 7.2 percent in FY 2018-19. The General Fund revenue projection was revised 
down from the December forecast by $301.2 million in FY 2019-20 and $400.5 
million in FY 2020-21 due to the expected impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
primary General Fund revenue streams affected include individual and corporate 
income taxes and sales taxes.

With these updated revenue projections, the General Fund reserve now is projected 
to be $225.8 million below the Governor’s requested statutory reserve amount of 
7.5 percent of appropriations in FY 2020-21 under the Governor’s budget request, 
as amended January 15, 2020.

Cash fund revenue is projected to remain flat in FY 2019-20 after growing by 5.8 
percent in FY 2018-19. The forecast for FY 2020-21 is lower than the December 
forecast by $52.8 million, due largely to lower expected severance tax collections 
caused by lower oil prices after Saudi Arabia’s March 9th announcement that it 
would increase production volumes. Cash fund revenue is projected to grow by 1.5 
percent in FY 2020-21 and 1.6 percent in 2021-22.

Revenue subject to TABOR is not expected to exceed the Referendum C cap in 
either FY 2019-20 or FY 2020-21 after exceeding the cap by $428.3 million in FY 
2018-19. TABOR revenue is not expected to exceed the Referendum C cap again 
until FY 2021-22, when the projected surplus is $216.6 million.

To see the forecast presentation, click here. 

###
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From: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO on behalf of Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO
Subject: RE: Follow-Up from March 16th Governors-Only Call/VTC with the President & Vice President
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 1:53:36 PM
Attachments: image001.png

A follow-up, you can find The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15
Days to Slow the Spread guidelines online now here: http://45.wh.gov/1e5aC9.
 

From: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 3:27 PM
To: Nic Pottebaum (Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov) <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP
<Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Subject: Follow-Up from March 16th Governors-Only Call/VTC with the President & Vice President
 

 

 
 

 
Governors and Governors’ Senior Staff,
 
In follow up to today’s Governor-Only Briefing with the President & Vice President today
(Monday, March 16), attached is the guidance referenced in the briefing being released
today, “The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15 Days to Slow
the Spread.”
 
Additionally, below you will find additional information referenced on today’s briefing
call/VTC.  
 
Thanks,
Nic
 
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: 202-881-7803| E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
 
 
UPDATES
President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency
Declaration for COVID-19



·         Presidential Proclamation Here

·         Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the
Stafford Act to U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Department of Treasury, U.S.
Department of Health & Human Services, and Federal Emergency Management Agency.
The letter includes specific recommendation to governors including:

o   “In order to meet the challenges caused by this emergency pandemic, I have
encouraged all State and local governments to activate their
Emergency Operations Centers and to review their emergency
preparedness plans.  In the meantime, I expect FEMA to continue to review
all ways in which it can provide assistance to States consistent with the
authorities provided to it by this letter and by statute.”

o   “I encourage all governors and tribal leaders to consider requesting
Federal assistance under this provision of the Stafford Act, pursuant
to the statutory criteria.  I stand ready to expeditiously consider any such
request.”

·         President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus

·         FEMA Fact Sheet
 
Expanding Testing & State-Approved Diagnostic Testing Resources

·         Technical Assistance for State Labs: 24/7 Technical Assistance for Labs: 1-
888-463-6332.

·         Questions or Inquiry for Mobile Testing (primarily for healthcare
workers, first responders, and those over the age of 65 year of age):
Please have your team or emergency manager reach out to your FEMA regional
manager found here for more information.

·         Helpful Guidance for Your State Health Officer & State Health Lab:
FAQs on Diagnostic Testing (more here).

·         FDA gives flexibility to New York State Department of Health, FDA issues
Emergency Use Authorization Diagnostic

·         HHS Funds Development of COVID-19 Diagnostic Tests

 
Framework Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19
Transmission
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like
coronavirus disease 2019. Everyone has a role to play in getting ready and staying healthy.
CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community spread
in the United States. CDC’s all of community approach is focused to slow the transmission
of COVID-19, reduce illness and death, while minimizing social and economic impacts.
·         A Framework for Mitigation: Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities



with Local COVID-19 Transmission (more here; 10-page frame work for States,
localities, and communities).

·         CDC mitigation strategies for Santa Clara (CA), Seattle (WA), New Rochelle (NY),
Florida, and Massachusetts.

 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Resources for States
On Friday, the Trump Administration announced aggressive actions and regulatory
flexibilities to help healthcare providers and states respond to and contain the spread of
2019 Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19). CMS is taking several actions following
President Trump’s declaration of a national emergency due to COVID-19. A press release
outlining CMS announcement can be found here. A fact sheet outlining these actions can be
found here.
·         Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies: The national emergency

declaration also enables CMS to grant state and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider
range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories are now
encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are
outlined in the Medicaid and CHIP Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities
available to states under section 1135 waivers include the ability to permit out-of-state
providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and
revalidation requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in
alternative settings, waive prior authorization requirements, and temporarily suspend
certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home residents. For more
information and to access the toolkit, visit here.  

·         Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities: 
CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP
requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These
waivers provide continued access to care for beneficiaries. For more information on the
waivers CMS has granted, visit here.

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance:
As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-
19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control and prevention of
COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be
found here and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.



From: HQ - OIT, ServiceDesk on behalf of HQ - OIT, ServiceDesk <OIT_ServiceDesk_HQ@state.co.us>
To: All Employees at CDA; All Employees at CEO; All Employees at DOC; All Employees at GOV; HCPF All Employees;

All Employees at HC; All Employees at CDHS; All Employees at CDLE; All OIT Employees at CDLE; All Employees at
DOLA; All Employees at DMVA; All Employees at DNR; All Employees at OEDIT; All Employees at OIT-HQ; All
Employees at DPA; All Employees at CDPHE; All Employees at CDPS; All Employees at DORA; All Employees at
CDOR; All Employees at CDOT; cst upgroup@state.co.us; All Employees at CST; OIT Employees

Cc: OIT Leadership
Subject: **Important Notice - Action Required - Use of Landlines Instead of Cell Phones**
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 1:48:48 PM

WHAT: Users are reporting that they receive an “All circuits are busy” error message 
when making calls from their cell phones. The issue seems to primarily be with 
Verizon service, though there has been an influx of calls to all cellular providers due 
to COVID-19.

WHEN: The error message started on Monday, March 16, 2020.

DO I NEED TO TAKE ACTION? Yes. If you need to call the Service Desk, please try 
using a landline phone to ensure your call goes through. If you have citizens or 
customers contacting your agency, please make attempts to inform them as well to 
utilize landlines when possible.

Questions? Contact the OIT Service Desk: Call 303.239.HELP, Online at OIT Customer 
Service Portal or email.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: State of Colorado further amplifies COVID-19 response, welcomes 50 new nurses to expand

capacity
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 1:42:54 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Mon, Mar 16, 2020 at 1:33 PM
Subject: RELEASE: State of Colorado further amplifies COVID-19 response, welcomes 50
new nurses to expand capacity
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 

 

State of Colorado further amplifies COVID-19 response, welcomes 50 new nurses 

to expand capacity

DENVER, March 16, 2020: The state of Colorado is amplifying support for 
communities across the state and increasing testing capabilities in mountain 
communities. Today Colorado welcomed 50 nurses dedicated to help with the state’s 
COVID-19 response.

These nurses, from the Freedom Health Care Staffing Company, are trained in 
providing care in crisis situations. They will initially staff testing sites and health 
care facilities. This effort was made possible from a portion of the $3 million from 
the Disaster Emergency Fund ordered in Governor Jared Polis’ Executive Order D 
2020 003. 

On Tuesday, March 17, CDPHE will open a testing site outside Telluride in partnership 
with San Miguel County. This testing site will serve about 100 high-risk patients who 
have been pre-selected by area health care providers as priority for being tested. 
The site will not accept walk-up or drive-up patients. 

The state is prioritizing testing in mountain resort communities because of the 
documented transmission of the disease in these areas with a high number of 
tourists. Telluride is just the first location for these efforts. Health officials will 



continue to conduct targeted testing in other communities to make informed 
decisions about our public health response.

CDPHE is also sending testing kits to other mountain counties to increase testing 
capacity. CDPHE requested and received additional testing kits from the CDC this 
week, and these are the resources being distributed statewide.

Because Colorado now has the capacity for private labs to conduct testing, CDPHE 
encourages anyone who has symptoms or believes they may have been exposed to 
COVID-19 to call or email their physician first for guidance, obtain a doctor’s order 
for testing, and request information about private providers where you can get 
tested. Always call first before reporting to a health care facility for testing. 
 
Any medical provider with a relationship with LabCorp or Quest Diagnostics can test, 
but be sure to call your provider ahead of time. Many providers have centralized 
sites for testing due to safety precautions.
 
People should remember:

If you have a medical emergency, call 911. Do not report to a testing site, as 
they are not emergency care facilities. If you have severe respiratory 
symptoms, especially shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, tell the 911 
dispatcher about your symptoms. Do not wait for a COVID-19 test to call 911.

If you are ill or suspect that you were exposed, but are not able to be 
immediately tested, please stay home, self-isolate, and contact a health care 
provider.

While waiting for their test results, individuals should stay at home. Those who 
receive positive test results may be issued isolation orders.

The Colorado Division of Insurance is directing carriers to ensure that coverage 
is provided for COVID-19 testing, in-network provider office visits, in-network 
urgent care center visits, and an emergency room visit when a covered person 
is seeking testing for COVID-19 without the requirement that consumers pay co-
pays, deductibles or co-insurance. Carriers must also cover testing by an out-
of-network provider, if they cannot conduct the testing.  The division is 
working on formalizing these directives.

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.
 
###

 





FDA Hotline: 1-888-463-6332 - 24/7. [Press * to access testing questions
specialists]
 
There are 3 Pathways for Hospitals/Academic Labs:
1) CDC Test
 
2) Lab Developed Tests - any CLIA certified lab can go ahead and create
their own COVID test. They need to send FDA an email to notify that they
have begun testing, and assess validation within three weeks including 5
positive and 5 negatives.
 
3) Commercial Tests - On March 12 and March 13, FDA issued two new
EUA approvals for commercial diagnostic tests - Roche and Thermo
Fisher. While these tests may be more available, ensure you are also
ordering the needed associated materials.
 
FDA is Issuing Additional Flexibility On:

· Swabs. Only 1 viral target is needed.
· Strategies to conserve PPE

Please let us know if you have additional questions.

Thank you,
Jill

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing. 

Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 



From: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO on behalf of Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>
To: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO
Subject: Follow-Up from March 16th Governors-Only Call/VTC with the President & Vice President
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 1:27:56 PM
Attachments: The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15 Days to Slow the Spread.pdf
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Governors and Governors’ Senior Staff,
 
In follow up to today’s Governor-Only Briefing with the President & Vice President today
(Monday, March 16), attached is the guidance referenced in the briefing being released
today, “The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America - 15 Days to Slow
the Spread.”
 
Additionally, below you will find additional information referenced on today’s briefing
call/VTC.  
 
Thanks,
Nic
 
--
Nicholas D. Pottebaum
Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
O: 202-456-2132 | C: 202-881-7803| E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
 
 
UPDATES
President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under Emergency
Declaration for COVID-19

·         Presidential Proclamation Here

·         Letter from President Donald J. Trump on Emergency Determination Under the
Stafford Act to U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Department of Treasury, U.S.
Department of Health & Human Services, and Federal Emergency Management Agency.
The letter includes specific recommendation to governors including:

o   “In order to meet the challenges caused by this emergency pandemic, I have
encouraged all State and local governments to activate their
Emergency Operations Centers and to review their emergency
preparedness plans.  In the meantime, I expect FEMA to continue to review



all ways in which it can provide assistance to States consistent with the
authorities provided to it by this letter and by statute.”

o   “I encourage all governors and tribal leaders to consider requesting
Federal assistance under this provision of the Stafford Act, pursuant
to the statutory criteria.  I stand ready to expeditiously consider any such
request.”

·         President Donald J. Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus

·         FEMA Fact Sheet
 
Expanding Testing & State-Approved Diagnostic Testing Resources

·         Technical Assistance for State Labs: 24/7 Technical Assistance for Labs: 1-
888-463-6332.

·         Questions or Inquiry for Mobile Testing (primarily for healthcare
workers, first responders, and those over the age of 65 year of age):
Please have your team or emergency manager reach out to your FEMA regional
manager found here for more information.

·         Helpful Guidance for Your State Health Officer & State Health Lab:
FAQs on Diagnostic Testing (more here).

·         FDA gives flexibility to New York State Department of Health, FDA issues
Emergency Use Authorization Diagnostic

·         HHS Funds Development of COVID-19 Diagnostic Tests

 
Framework Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19
Transmission
Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading respiratory illnesses like
coronavirus disease 2019. Everyone has a role to play in getting ready and staying healthy.
CDC is aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and community spread
in the United States. CDC’s all of community approach is focused to slow the transmission
of COVID-19, reduce illness and death, while minimizing social and economic impacts.
·         A Framework for Mitigation: Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities

with Local COVID-19 Transmission (more here; 10-page frame work for States,
localities, and communities).

·         CDC mitigation strategies for Santa Clara (CA), Seattle (WA), New Rochelle (NY),
Florida, and Massachusetts.

 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Resources for States
On Friday, the Trump Administration announced aggressive actions and regulatory
flexibilities to help healthcare providers and states respond to and contain the spread of
2019 Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19). CMS is taking several actions following
President Trump’s declaration of a national emergency due to COVID-19. A press release
outlining CMS announcement can be found here. A fact sheet outlining these actions can be



found here.
·         Flexibility and Relief for State Medicaid Agencies: The national emergency

declaration also enables CMS to grant state and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider
range of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and territories are now
encouraged to assess their needs and request these available flexibilities, which are
outlined in the Medicaid and CHIP Disaster Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities
available to states under section 1135 waivers include the ability to permit out-of-state
providers to render services, temporarily suspend certain provider enrollment and
revalidation requirements to promote access to care, allow providers to provide care in
alternative settings, waive prior authorization requirements, and temporarily suspend
certain pre-admission and annual screenings for nursing home residents. For more
information and to access the toolkit, visit here.  

·         Waivers and Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare Facilities: 
CMS will temporarily waive or modify certain Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP
requirements. CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on the website below,
and the CMS Regional Offices will review other provider-specific requests. These
waivers provide continued access to care for beneficiaries. For more information on the
waivers CMS has granted, visit here.

·         Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing Home Guidance:
As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable populations for COVID-
19.  This week, CMS released updated guidance for infection control and prevention of
COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release can be
found here and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be found here.



From: HQ - OIT, ServiceDesk on behalf of HQ - OIT, ServiceDesk <OIT_ServiceDesk_HQ@state.co.us>
To: All Employees at CDA; All Employees at CEO; All Employees at DOC; All Employees at GOV; HCPF All Employees;

All Employees at HC; All Employees at CDHS; All Employees at CDLE; All OIT Employees at CDLE; All Employees at
DOLA; All Employees at DMVA; All Employees at DNR; All Employees at OEDIT; All Employees at OIT-HQ; All
Employees at DPA; All Employees at CDPHE; All Employees at CDPS; All Employees at DORA; All Employees at
CDOR; All Employees at CDOT; cst upgroup@state.co.us; All Employees at CST; OIT Employees

Cc: OIT Change Managers; OIT Leadership
Subject: **Security Alert - COVID-19 Used As Phishing Bait**
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 11:17:07 AM

WHAT: Cybercriminals are finding ways to take advantage of people looking for 
information about COVID-19. They’re launching phishing attacks and setting up fake 
websites. 

In one reported scam, hackers pretending to represent the World Health 
Organization (WHO) send an email claiming they have information about how 
recipients can prevent the disease's spread. Depending on the scam, the email may 
ask for the person to provide their email password, to click on a link that downloads 
malicious software, and/or takes them to a portal designed to harvest credentials. 

A malicious website pretending to be a live map for Coronavirus COVID-19 Global 
Cases by Johns Hopkins University has also been discovered. If you receive a link to a 
map with this title- do not click on it! Clicking on the website infects the computer 
with malware. Take a look at what the website looks like and If you think you may 
have clicked on it with your state computer, please immediately report it to the OIT 
Service Desk. 



WHEN: We are currently seeing an increase in COVID-19 related phishing and 
malware attempts and expect it will continue for the next several weeks. 

DO I NEED TO TAKE ACTION? Yes. 

Do not respond to any COVID-19 email from an unknown or unexpected source. 
Hover your cursor over the sender’s address to make sure it is an email address 
you recognize. 

All state staff are encouraged to use the Colorado Department of Health and 
Environment (CDPHE) or the CDC as a trusted source for COVID-19 information.

We may start to see charity scams related to COVID-19. As a best practice, do 
not provide personal or financial information via email.

If you think you clicked on the fake website listed above, be sure to report it to 
the OIT Service Desk. 

Questions?  Contact the OIT Service Desk: Call 303.239.HELP, Online at  OIT 
Customer Service Portal or email.



From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice on behalf of Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To: lu.cordova@state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: Driver"s License Office (DOR)
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 11:11:01 AM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Dejong - DOR, Shelbie" <shelbie.dejong@state.co.us>
Date: March 16, 2020 at 10:57:07 AM MDT
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
Subject: Driver's License Office (DOR)

Good Morning Governor Polis,
First and foremost I would like to thank you for the precautions you have put in
place to keep our state safe and healthy. Although, us here at the Driver License
Offices are growing extremely concerned about our health and safety. We are
working on the frontlines and directly with the public as people are still coming in
while they are sick. We also interact and assist people who are from other states
as well as other countries, like those in the SB-251 program and here with visas.
Other division offices for the state have closed or are now working from home.
We understand that we cannot perform many of our work duties from home. We
are hoping you will consider closing our offices while this is in full effect to keep
ourselves and our families healthy and safe during this scary time. We are
growing much more concerned as the days go on as COVID-19 is now in our
counties and the number of cases are rising. 

Thank you for your time and thank you for taking care of our state,

Shelbie DeJong



From: Dejong - DOR, Shelbie on behalf of Dejong - DOR, Shelbie <shelbie.dejong@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Driver"s License Office (DOR)
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 10:57:37 AM

Good Morning Governor Polis,
First and foremost I would like to thank you for the precautions you have put in place to keep
our state safe and healthy. Although, us here at the Driver License Offices are growing
extremely concerned about our health and safety. We are working on the frontlines and
directly with the public as people are still coming in while they are sick. We also interact and
assist people who are from other states as well as other countries, like those in the SB-251
program and here with visas. Other division offices for the state have closed or are now
working from home. We understand that we cannot perform many of our work duties from
home. We are hoping you will consider closing our offices while this is in full effect to keep
ourselves and our families healthy and safe during this scary time. We are growing much more
concerned as the days go on as COVID-19 is now in our counties and the number of cases are
rising. 

Thank you for your time and thank you for taking care of our state,

Shelbie DeJong



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: State health department provides recommendations for parents and guardians
Date: Monday, March 16, 2020 10:09:00 AM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Mon, Mar 16, 2020 at 10:05 AM
Subject: RELEASE: State health department provides recommendations for parents and
guardians
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 

 

State health department provides recommendations for parents and guardians

DENVER, March 16, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
has recommendations for parents and guardians with children at home from school.

Closing schools is a powerful way to slow the spread of COVID-19 and protect people at 
higher risk from getting very sick or dying. Though kids are thought to be at lower risk 
for severe disease from COVID-19, they can easily spread it to others.

“We are all in this together. Nearly every child could have an  interaction with an older 
adult or others at risk of getting severe illness from  COVID-19. This is not just about 
keeping kids safe, which is absolutely important; it’s about keeping the whole 
community safe by limiting and slowing the spread,” said Dr. Rachel Herlihy, state 
epidemiologist, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment.

When school is closed, kids and adults should practice social distancing. Aim to stay 6 
feet away from others as much as possible. Do not take children into any social setting 
when they are sick. 

The complete set of recommendations is available on the website.



Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.

####

 

 

 



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: CDPHE recommends that Colorado follow CDC guidance to cancel or postpone in-person events

of 50 people or more
Date: Sunday, March 15, 2020 8:49:43 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Sun, Mar 15, 2020 at 8:41 PM
Subject: RELEASE: CDPHE recommends that Colorado follow CDC guidance to cancel or
postpone in-person events of 50 people or more
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 

 

CDPHE recommends that Colorado follow CDC guidance to cancel or postpone 

in-person events of 50 people or more

DENVER, March 15, 2020: To best protect public health, the Colorado Department of 
Health and Environment is recommending that Coloradans follow the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidance released today. The guidance states 
that the CDC “recommends that for the next eight weeks, organizers (whether groups 
or individuals) cancel or postpone in-person events that consist of 50 people or more 
throughout the United States.”

Information about the guidance can be found on the CDC website. 

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.

###

 
 

 





From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill on behalf of Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
To: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin; Stan Hilkey - CDPS; Klein - CDPS, Kevin; Scott

Bookman - CDPHE; Mike Willis; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE; Eric France - CDPHE; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: URGENT WEB UPDATE: CDC Mass Gathering Statement
Date: Sunday, March 15, 2020 7:16:06 PM

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing. 

Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: State and Local Readiness (CDC) <preparedness@cdc.gov>
Date: Sun, Mar 15, 2020 at 7:05 PM
Subject: URGENT WEB UPDATE: CDC Mass Gathering Statement
To: CDC IMS State Coordination Task Force (SCTF) Lead <eocsctflead@cdc.gov>

Dear Colleagues:

 

Large events and mass gatherings can contribute to the spread of COVID-19 in the United States via
travelers who attend these events and introduce the virus to new communities. Examples of large events and
mass gatherings include conferences, festivals, parades, concerts, sporting events, weddings, and other types
of assemblies. These events can be planned not only by organizations and communities but also by
individuals.

 

Therefore, CDC, in accordance with its guidance for large events and mass gatherings, recommends that for
the next 8 weeks, organizers (whether groups or individuals) cancel or postpone in-person events that
consist of 50 people or more throughout the United States.

 

Events of any size should only be continued if they can be carried out with adherence to guidelines for



protecting vulnerable populations, hand hygiene, and social distancing.  When feasible, organizers could
modify events to be virtual.

 

This recommendation does not apply to the day to day operation of organizations such as schools, institutes
of higher learning, or businesses. This recommendation is made in an attempt to reduce introduction of the
virus into new communities and to slow the spread of infection in communities already affected by the
virus.  This recommendation is not intended to supersede the advice of local public health officials. 

 

Please let us know if you have any questions. Thank you.

 

 

State Coordination Task Force (SCTF)

Division of State and Local Readiness (DSLR)

Center for Preparedness and Response (CPR)

 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
1600 Clifton Road, NE, MS H21-5, Atlanta, GA 30349-4027

 

(Sent by BCC to PHEP directors, state epidemiologists, state health officials,
public health laboratory directors, and national and federal partners)

 



From: Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle on behalf of Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>
To: GOV AllStaff
Subject: Teleworking All Staff Update
Date: Sunday, March 15, 2020 7:08:10 PM

Hi all, 

I want to make sure everyone has the most up to date information on what the Governor is
doing in response to COVID-19. Thank you to everyone for their hard work and dedication to
the office and Coloradans across the state. I want to be clear that our office is open for
business, as it's our responsibility to continue working to ensure the safety and health of
Coloradans across this state. 

We are going to move forward with allowing telecommuting for those in the office who are
ready and able, provided that we all abide by the following principles: 

Phase 1:

All lines of business continue to operate
The front office and constituent services operations stay open and are manned
Implementation of teleworking will start in a small way and expands slowly over the
course of this next week to ensure our IT systems can manage it (I know many of you
are spending tonight testing VPN operations)
If/when we have to, we will implement telework in alternating shifts across days where
we can, to share the in-person staffing responsibilities between employees to support
social distancing in the office. This may mean some folks telecommute Monday,
Wednesday, Friday, while others telecommute Tuesday and Thursday
We make determinations to implement telework by prioritizing those employees who
are most at risk  (60 years older, with respiratory concerns, etc.), those who have
childcare and another familial needs, are based on our COOP
You continue to implement actions through emergency rule to reduce the need for the
public to be in government offices in person. (i.e. canceling West Foyer events, etc...)
You are working with one another to ensure that managers are empowered to manage
their teams remotely, so we are still productive and are accomplishing the important
work to serve Coloradans

Phase 2 // Our Ask to You:
Please begin to identify lines of business that may be able to cease operations if the state of
emergency increases. Use DPA's definition of essential and critical employees as a guide, as
well as our COOP. If there comes a time in the coming weeks to implement telework more
broadly, or even cease some state operations, you should be ready to do so and will have let
me know your plan.

You should be working directly with your supervisors to coordinate plans. Remember to keep
the lines of communication open and clear during this time! If you have any questions about
the above, please don't hesitate to reach out. 

Below is an update on current guidance and action taken by the administration:

Closing Ski Resorts and advising visitors and residents in Eagle, Pitkin, Summit, &



Gunnison: 
Today, the Governor requested that anyone who has been in Eagle, Summit, Pitkin or
Gunnison counties in the past week minimize all contact with other people, whether or not
they are experiencing symptoms. By executive order, the Governor announced that all ski
resorts will be closed for a week, March 15-22nd.

Public Gatherings:
Last week,  the Governor provided guidance for large gatherings. His recommendations
included canceling or postponing any events with more than 250 people unless there are steps
taken to ensure a distance of at least six feet between smaller parties at the event. This includes
social, spiritual and recreational activities including, but not limited to, community, civic,
public, leisure, faith-based, or sporting events; parades; concerts; festivals; conventions;
fundraisers; and similar activities. Community venues where people are in transit, such as
airports and malls, are excluded. The Governor has been in communication with local venues
as those decisions are being made.

Increasing Healthcare Workforce Capacity:
The Governor asked the Colorado Department of Regulatory Agencies (DORA) assist in
expediting the process involved in licensing medical professionals by cutting through the red
tape. This will allow medical professionals with licenses in other states to become licensed in
Colorado as quickly as possible. The state has already contracted to have dozens of nurses
from out-of-state arrive on Monday to help with Colorado communities that have been hit the
hardest. CDPHE has also authorized every EMT and paramedic in the state to administer the
test.

Taking Care of Those Most Vulnerable:
The Governor also discussed the state’s efforts to protect vulnerable populations and issued an
official order restricting visitors at all skilled nursing facilities, assisted living residences and
intermediate care facilities. These facilities will now restrict the visitation of non-essential
individuals, screen 100 percent of essential individuals prior to entry, and follow protocol if
there are any suspected cases.

Mobile Testing Labs – Pitkin County:
The Governor applauded Pitkin County for standing up a mobile testing lab for their
community. The state continues working to open up additional testing sites, but needs more
medical providers to come online. The Governor thanked UC Health, Children’s Hospital,
Centura, Kaiser Permanente, and community health centers such as Stride for the work that
they have done already to collect samples and send out to LabCorp. 

Call to Assist:
The Governor also asked doctors and nurses who are not currently out of the workforce or
retired to reconnect with their past employers in the event the state needs surge capacity.  

Coordinating with Hospitals:
The Polis administration will continue to be in close coordination with hospitals about the
management of their critical caseload and their elective caseload to best serve the public shall
our systems become strained. The Governor also reached out to Anschutz Medical Campus
and asked them if they could tap into their network of qualified nursing, medical professionals,
pharmaceutical experts, and other graduate students to help the conducting COVID-19 testing
to help increase capacity.



Monthly Prescriptions:
The Division of Insurance has made allowances for seniors to get an extra month’s supply of
prescription medications.

National Guards Being Training to Assist:
Furthermore, the state activated the National Guard, and there are over a dozen medics in the
National Guard being trained up so they can provide additional testing capacity around the
state and train other community medical providers on standing up their own mobile testing
labs.

Staying Healthy: Since COVID-19 is a new disease, and there is more to learn about the
virus, the current understanding about how it spreads is largely based on what is known about
similar respiratory illnesses. The CDC recommends a few measures as a way to present the
spread of the virus such as: 

Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after
going to the bathroom; before eating; and after blowing your nose, coughing, or
sneezing. If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol based hand sanitizer
with at least 60% alcohol.
Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
Stay home when you are sick and keep your children at home when they are sick.
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household
cleaning spray or wipe.
It is important to call ahead before going to see a doctor or emergency room to prevent
the spread of illness. Tell them your symptoms and that you suspect you were exposed
to someone with COVID-19 or had recent travel to a country that is experiencing
community spread.

At the Colorado State Capitol and agency buildings, cleaning crews are regularly disinfecting
door handles, conference room tables and heavy traffic areas with products approved to kill
the
coronavirus. As a reminder, the building will be deep cleaned on Monday and Tuesday and
shut down to the public. Staff with meetings with outside attendees will be permitted inside.
On Wednesday, the building will open for business and self-guided tours only. 

Thanks and have a good night, 
Danielle

-- 

Danielle Oliveto

Deputy Chief of Staff

C 303.913.3276 P 303.866.6452



200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
Danielle.Oliveto@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle on behalf of Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>
To: benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us; chris.sorensen@state.co.us; claire.whitehead@state.co.us;

dprimavera@state.co.us; eric.france@state.co.us; eve.lieberman@state.co.us; jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us;
@state.co.us; kevin.klein@state.co.us; @state.co.us; maria.decambra@state.co.us;

mike.willis@state.co.us; rachel.herlihy@state.co.us; scott.bookman@state.co.us; stan.hilkey@state.co.us
Subject: [PHONE CALL] RECURRING COVID-19 UPDATE
Date: Sunday, March 15, 2020 4:08:45 PM

Cancelling for today. 

Thanks! 
-- 

Danielle Oliveto

Deputy Chief of Staff

C 303.913.3276 P 303.866.6452
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
Danielle.Oliveto@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Release: CDPHE strongly advises all visitors and residents of Eagle, Summit, Pitkin, and Gunnison counties

to minimize social contact
Date: Sunday, March 15, 2020 3:30:53 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Sun, Mar 15, 2020 at 3:29 PM
Subject: Release: CDPHE strongly advises all visitors and residents of Eagle, Summit, Pitkin,
and Gunnison counties to minimize social contact
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media info@state.co.us 

 

 

CDPHE strongly advises all visitors and residents of Eagle, Summit, Pitkin, and 

Gunnison counties to minimize social contact

DENVER, March 15, 2020: Due to extensive spread of COVID-19 in a number of 
mountain resort communities, the Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment (CDPHE) strongly recommends that anyone who lives in or has 
visited those communities in the past week minimize their contact with other 
people, in order to reduce the spread of the virus. 

Anyone who has been in Eagle, Summit, Pitkin, or Gunnison counties in the 
past week should minimize all contact with other people, whether or not 
they are experiencing symptoms.

If you are experiencing symptoms (cough, fever, and shortness of breath), 
you must be isolated for at least 7-10 days after the onset of symptoms. It is 
only safe to leave isolation if your symptoms are improving and you don't have a 
fever for 72 hours immediately prior to the end of your isolation. Isolation may 
be longer for individuals who have more severe illness or who work in high-risk 
occupations like health care.

Community transmission is likely increasing across the state, so these measures 



are important to implement everywhere but are particularly urgent for residents 
and visitors of mountain communities that are already experiencing high rates of 
community transmission.

CDPHE recommends that residents and visitors of the affected communities take 
the following actions: 

Stay home or in a comparable setting as much as possible:

Work from home if possible; if you can’t work from home, maintain 
at least 6 feet of distance between you and your coworkers or 
customers.

Only go to public spaces for necessities such as groceries and the 
pharmacy.

Continue healthy, non-group activities like walking, hiking, jogging, 
cycling and other activities that maintain distance from other 
people. 

Don’t gather in group settings.

Avoid mass gatherings.

Maintain distance (approximately 6 feet or 2 meters) from others.

If you need to travel, use a private vehicle instead of taking buses, 
rideshares, flights, or other transportation that puts you in contact with 
other people.

Continue to operate critical business functions, such as delivery of goods 
and operation of businesses, with social distancing and additional safety 
measures in place. 

Currently, there are at least 18 positive COVID-19 cases from people who have 
spent time in Eagle County, 13 in Pitkin County, 6 in Gunnison County, and 3 in 
Summit County.* Many additional tests are pending, and it is likely there is 
sustained community transmission of COVID-19 in these areas. 

County public health and emergency management agencies will provide more 
detailed guidance for residents and visitors within their communities. The 
general guidance from CDPHE is as follows:



If you live in Colorado and are leaving one of these communities, you 
should minimize contact with other people for 14 days and watch for 
the development of symptoms like cough, fever, and shortness of 
breath.

If you are visiting Colorado from out of state and do not currently have 
symptoms (cough, fever, and shortness of breath), you can return home 
and practice social distancing there. 

If you have symptoms, stay where you are, isolate yourself from others, 
and call a health care provider or nurse line before seeking care. Do not 
fly. Do not use public transportation or ride-shares. 

“We’re seeing extensive outbreaks in these communities,” said Rachel Herlihy, 
State Epidemiologist, CDPHE. “We are asking people to take this voluntary action 
to slow the spread of the disease in Colorado and keep people safe. If we do this 
now, our hope is that we can slow down the spread of this virus and lessen the 
potential stress on our health care systems and workers.”

Certain people are at higher risk of getting very sick from COVID-19, including:

Older people (over age 60), especially those over 80 years.

People who have chronic medical conditions like heart, lung, or kidney 
disease, or diabetes.

Older people with chronic medical conditions are at greatest risk.

Everyone should continue to take the following actions to protect themselves 
and those close to them: 

Practice social distancing:

When possible, increase distance between people to six feet to help 
reduce spread.

Don’t shake hands. Instead, bump fists or elbows.

Do not attend public gatherings.

Frequently and thoroughly wash your hands with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not available, use hand sanitizer 



with at least 60% alcohol.  

Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash, 
or use your inner elbow or sleeve.  

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.

Stay home if you’re sick, and keep your children home if they are sick.  

Clean surfaces in your home, and personal items such as cell phones, using 
regular household products.  

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-
coronavirus.
 
*Note: These numbers reflect both Colorado residents and out-of-state visitors 
who tested positive in these counties. The CDPHE Case Summary counts positive 
cases for residents of those counties separately from out-of-state visitors.

####
 
 



From: De Cambra - GOVOffice  Maria on behalf of De Cambra - GOVOffice  Maria <maria.decambra@state.co.us>
To: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Taking action together
Date: Sunday, March 15, 2020 2:50:49 PM

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Bahrami - GOVOffice, Sam <sam.bahrami@state.co.us>
Date: Sun, Mar 15, 2020 at 10:48 AM
Subject: Fwd: Taking action together
To: Maria De Cambra - GOVOffice <maria.decambra@state.co.us>, Analysse Escobar - GOVOffice
<analysse.escobar@state.co.us>, Conor Cahill - GOVOffice <conor.cahill@state.co.us>

Just so you are aware of what the Tech Community in CO is doing.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Bryan Leach <bryan@ibotta.com>
Date: Fri, Mar 13, 2020 at 6:38 PM
Subject: Taking action together
To: Bryan Leach <bryan@ibotta.com>

Dear Friends,

Today, 37 tech CEOs and business leaders in Denver and Boulder signed a statement that I drafted, speaking with one voice about
the steps we believe all tech CEOs and leaders of professional service firms should take to protect the most vulnerable members of
our local communities.   Already we have heard from many of our friends and partners, here in the Front Range and all across the
US, that they have decided to follow our group's lead and pulled forward their decisions to work remotely or close their offices or
public spaces - all in an effort to flatten the curve and help our medical systems sustain and manage the influx of critically ill
patients.  Our next step will be partnering with nonprofit organizations to help secure badly needed medical supplies and address the
needs of the most vulnerable populations, including the elderly, immunocompromised, low income and homeless, small businesses,
and healthcare workers on the front lines.  In Ibotta's case, this may mean allowing our users to donate their savings to these causes.  

Our joint statement is here and below.   Please feel free to share it, post it, repurpose it, circulate it, or draft your own in your
community.   Obviously, many do not have the luxury of work from home arrangements.  But those tech firms, law firms,
investment houses, and others who do have the privilege of being able to take these steps should be doing so.  Every hour matters.  

Bryan 

***
Joint Statement by Colorado High-Tech Companies on COVID-19

Friday, March 13, 2020

We are leaders of 37 different technology companies with headquarters or offices in the Denver and Boulder metro areas.  This 
week, our companies stepped up efforts to prevent the spread of COVID-19 here in Colorado and beyond. Reflecting the spirit 
of collaboration that characterizes our startup community, we all came together as a group, shared best practices, and agreed to 
take the following decisive actions in the interest of protecting the most vulnerable members of our community:

First, we are strongly encouraging the majority of our workers to work from home as soon as possible, leaving behind 
the minimum poss ble in-office presence.   

Second, we are restricting work travel by our employees, both domestically and internationally.  We are also strongly 
advising our employees to be thoughtful about all personal travel, particularly where they would be congregating in 
larger groups.

Third, we are moving all clients, visitors, and interviews to remote only meetings and not currently welcoming onsite 
visitors.

Fourth, wherever possible we are strongly encouraging our vendors, service providers and partner businesses to take 
similar precautions.  



Fifth, we are each consulting with our teams to find ways of supporting our local healthcare workers by helping to 
purchase critical medical resources, such as additional tests and protective equipment, and supporting the work of local 
nonprofit organizations that are helping at-risk communities who will be severely impacted by this pandemic.

Finally, we are calling on government officials and other business leaders to restrict large group gatherings, including in 
the largest entertainment venues along the Front Range.

Why are we taking these unprecedented steps?  The spread of COVID-19 is past the point of containment.  Without swift action, 
we may soon witness the failure of our healthcare system's capacity to deal with the virus’s complications.  Our healthcare 
system is not built to handle enormous loads of critically ill people all at once. Therefore, we urgently need to flatten the curve of 
disease transmission to prevent unnecessary deaths.  Wuhan City had 4.3 hospital beds per thousand people. In the United 
States, we have 2.8. There are not enough health care providers to care for all the sick. There are fewer than 100,000 full 
ventilators in the US.  We are already seeing this play out with tragic consequences in Italy, where the mortality rate is 
shockingly high, as their healthcare system has struggled to keep pace with the sudden crushing load of hospitalized patients, 
leading to otherwise preventable deaths.  
 
Our actions alone will not be enough, and we cannot wait for our government agencies and elected officials to mandate these 
restrictions.  Every hour counts. We therefore call on others in Colorado -- and in other startup communities across the country -
- to follow our lead and implement these procedures, effective immediately.
 
Signed:  
 
Bryan Leach, Founder and CEO, Ibotta
Brad Feld, Partner, Foundry Group
David Brown, CEO, Techstars
Sameer Dholakia, CEO, Twilio SendGrid
Ben Wright, CEO, Velocity Global
Jake Bolling, CEO, Skupos
Bart Lorang, CEO, FullContact
Conor Swanson, Co-Founder, Code-Talent
John Levisay, Founder & CEO, Bluprint
Matt Talbot, CEO, GoSpotCheck
Joni Klippert, CEO, StackHawk
Rajat Bhargava, CEO, JumpCloud
Fred Kneip, CEO, CyberGRX
Brent Handler, CEO, Inspirato
Lee Mayer, CEO, Havenly
Brett Jurgens, CEO, Notion
Walter Knapp, CEO, Sovrn
Brian Egan, CEO, Evolve Vacation Rental
Chris Cabrera, Founder & CEO, Xactly Corporation
David Levin, Co-Founder & CEO, Four Winds Interactive
Matthew Glotzbach, CEO, Quizlet
Nick Martin, CEO, The Pro’s Closet
Seth Levine, Partner, Foundry Group
Stewart McGrath, CEO, Section
Matthew Klein, CEO, Backbone
Carm Huntress, CEO, RxRevu
Mike Gionfriddo, CTO, Pie Insurance 
Paul Berberian, CEO, Sphero
Joshua Reeves, CEO, Gusto
Chris Klein, CEO, Rachio
Mark Frank, CEO, SonderMind
Pete Holst, CEO, Oblong
Rachel Carlson, CEO, Guild Education
Andrew Fischer, CEO, Choozle
Scott Johnson, President, CirrusMD





From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: CDPHE confirms 30 additional new positive cases in Colorado
Date: Sunday, March 15, 2020 2:06:07 PM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 

 

CDPHE confirms 30 additional new positive cases in Colorado

DENVER, March 15, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) confirmed 30 new positive cases in Colorado, based on overnight test 
results. That brings the total number of positive cases to date to 131. Following CDC, 
all presumptive positive cases are now considered positive. CDC is no longer 
performing confirmatory testing.

The test results include 25 from the state lab and 5 from private testing facilities 
that are receiving samples from health care providers. The state can confirm 
completed test results on 758 people by the state lab since testing started on 
February 28. Private labs are not required to report negative numbers to the state, 
so we are not reporting total testing numbers for the state.

CDPHE is reporting aggregate testing results data once daily, approximately mid-
day. 

Total new positive cases: 30

Age range:

Teenaged - 4

20s – 4

30s – 7



40s – 4

50s – 7

60s – 3

70s – 1

County of residence:

Arapahoe – 3

Boulder - 3

Denver – 4

Douglas - 4

Eagle – 4

El Paso – 1

Garfield - 1

Gunnison - 2  

Jefferson – 5

Weld - 2

Unknown - 1

Resident/Visitor:

Residents: 30

Visitors: 0

Sex:





From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/14 - 3/15 A.M.
Date: Sunday, March 15, 2020 10:21:57 AM

A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/14 - 3/15 A.M.

THE LATEST: 

CNN: Top infectious disease expert doesn't rule out supporting temporary 
national lockdown to combat coronavirus
"Whatever it takes to do that, that's what I'd like to see," Fauci added.
Fauci, a key member of the Trump administration's coronavirus task force, told 
Keilar that Americans will need to come to terms with the fact that life will begin 
to look much different as the country tries to slow the spread of the disease.
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/15/politics/anthony-fauci-national-lockdown-
bars-restaurants-cnntv/index.html

Vail Daily: Eagle County community shows signs of strength during hard times
“Heading to take supplies to an elderly lady in Edwards who just had surgery and is 
self-quarantined,” Wojtowicz posted on the Vail Moms Facebook group on Saturday 
— looking for recommendations. “If anyone knows of any other elderly people that 
may need some supplies today please let me know.”
https://www.vaildaily.com/news/eagle-county-community-shows-signs-of-
strength-during-hard-times/

Denver Post: King Soopers employee tests positive for coronavirus as stores 
grapple with high demand
On Sunday, King Soopers also enacted its emergency leave policy, which allows paid 
time off for employees diagnosed with COVID-19 or employees put under 
quarantine because of the highly contagious respiratory disease, Trowbridge said in 
the statement.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/15/king-soopers-employee-coronavirus/ 

Bloomberg: South Korea Wants to Show the World How to Tackle the 
Coronavirus
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-15/south-korea-wants-to-
share-its-tips-on-tackling-the-coronavirus

Denver Post: Rep. Ken Buck calls coronavirus relief package a “boondoggle,” 
votes against it
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/14/coronavirus-ken-buck-congress-
relief/ 

Governor, Lt. Gov. First Gentleman & Administration

Denver Post: Governor orders all downhill skiing operations to cease for a week
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/14/coronavirus-vail-resorts-closure/ 



CNN: Top US health official warns that America has 'not reached our peak' in 
coronavirus cases
In Colorado, Gov. Jared Polis issued an executive order Saturday requiring downhill 
ski resorts close for a week due to the presence of coronavirus in the mountain 
communities with limited care capacity.
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/15/health/us-coronavirus-sunday-
updates/index.html

Denver Post: “The reality is setting in”: Colorado’s high country braces for 
coronavirus’ social and economic impact
If tourists were to stay away from Dillon, the impact would ripple throughout the 
community, said Kerstin Anderson, spokeswoman and director of economic 
development for the town. She said she was disappointed when Polis announced 
that mountain communities would be unable to handle medical needs in light of 
the virus.
“I have tremendous faith in our health organizations,” Anderson said.
Romer said he and his team are encouraging businesses to simply be human when it 
comes to their visitors and staff. That means lenient policies on cancellations and 
date-change options for guests, as well as time off for sick employees.
“If this goes on for a while, the economic impact will be likely significant and it 
will be our at-risk populations that feel it the most,” he said.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/15/high-country-colorado-coronavirus-
impact-vail-aspen/ 

Denver Post: Vail Resorts, Alterra Mountain Company to shutter all North 
American mountains
Seasonal and year-round Vail Resorts workers will be paid during the eight-day 
period without needing to use vacation or sick time, Katz said. The company will 
close its corporate office and ask employees to work from home.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/14/coronavirus-vail-resorts-closure/ 

9news: Gov. Polis issues executive order closing all Colorado ski areas for one 
week
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/colorado-ski-resorts-closing-amid-
coronavirus-outbreak/73-7fa49e14-69b0-47f9-acb6-529d34341445?
fbclid=IwAR1_MRKfIrqwOMOteVMFyZbOR9tx-
SQrxcUV4qFIQQ93kNIhE8xyRa2ARjk 
https://www.9news.com/video/news/health/coronavirus/colorado-ski-areas-
close-coronavirus-covid-19/73-3c3c4b97-1210-4bdb-8006-422f75061b50

Denver Post: Ex-Florida Lt. Gov. complains about “destroyed” Vail vacation, 
gets an earful
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/15/jeff-kottkamp-vail-vacation-
coronavirus-colorado/

Denver Post: Colorado teachers eager for more mental health resources to help 
students
After Gov. Jared Polis declared a state of emergency last week because of a 



coronavirus outbreak, it’s unclear where this and other bills will go and when. 
Still, the problems will remain when the pandemic is over. Rep. Dafna Michaelson 
Jenet, a Democrat from Commerce City, feels strongly that the bills are critical 
and will become even moreso.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/15/mental-health-schools-colorado-
legislature/

Aspen Public Radio: Vail Resorts Suspends Operations At All Properties, Gov. 
Polis Urges Other Mountains To Do Same
In an interview with Aspen Public Radio on Tuesday, Aspen Skiing Company 
communications director Jeff Hanle said SkiCo would follow recommendations from 
the county and the state regarding closure of ski operations.
https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/post/vail-resorts-suspends-operations-all-
properties-gov-polis-urges-other-mountains-do-same

Daily Camera: Eldora suspends operations until March 22 after Polis executive 
order
https://www.dailycamera.com/2020/03/14/eldora-suspends-operations-until-
march-22-after-polis-executive-order/

Colorado Sun: Colorado governor orders all ski resorts to close for at least a 
week in extraordinary move
Aaron Brill, the co-owner of Silverton Mountain, expressed sympathy for people 
who were suffering from illness, but wondered why the ski industry had been 
singled out. 

“There is a disconnect by the governor who doesn’t realize the difference between 
Vail Resorts and small independent ski areas,” Brill said, noting that while a busy 
day at Vail ski area, with 15,000 or more people could be a health issue, but 
“there are thousands of restaurants in the state that see more people per day than 
we do at Silverton Mountain.”
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/14/jared-polis-executive-order-ski-resorts/

CPR: Like Emergency Medicine Special Forces, Colorado Doctors and Nurses Get 
Ready To Combat Coronavirus
State regulators will allow medical professionals licensed in other states to 
immediately start practicing. The state plans to bring in contract nurses from out 
of state to help the hardest hit communities.  And it will tap into students and 
faculty at the University of Colorado School of Medicine.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/15/like-emergency-medicine-special-forces-
colorado-doctors-and-nurses-get-ready-to-combat-coronavirus/

Aspen Daily News: Aspen Skiing Co. shuts down resorts on governor's order
https://www.aspendailynews.com/news/aspen-skiing-co-shuts-down-resorts-on-
governor-s-order/article 6754b8be-664d-11ea-ba4d-2fa319f6d039.html 

AP: Polis closes ski areas in Colorado amid coronavirus outbreak
https://durangoherald.com/articles/318269-polis-closes-ski-areas-in-colorado-



amid-coronavirus-outbreak

CBS4: Coronavirus In Colorado: Gov. Jared Polis Issues Executive Order 
Suspending Downhill Ski Operations For 1 Week
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/14/coronavirus-colorado-jared-polis-
issues-executive-order-suspending-downhill-skiing/

Patch: Gov. Polis Issues Executive Order To Close All Colorado Ski Areas
https://patch.com/colorado/across-co/gov-polis-issues-executive-order-close-all-
colorado-ski-areas

GJ Sentinel: On the road in stressful times (op-ed) 
And, Polis said tellingly, “Leadership means telling the truth.”
I can’t help but contrast that with what’s gone on at the national level. Confusing 
statements, even in prepared remarks, that demand “clarification” just as soon as 
they’re uttered and promote confusion rather than confidence. Delay, obfuscation 
and blame, giving even more time for the virus to spread, when it matters less 
where it started or how it came to us than how we react quickly and effectively to 
prevent widespread illness. Toss in unkept promises about testing and 
preparedness.
https://www.gjsentinel.com/on-the-road-in-stressful-times/article_f9f8c72a-
664b-11ea-8021-e7290beaec35.html 

GJ Sentinel: Powderhorn suspends winter operations amid COVID-19 outbreak
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western colorado/powderhorn-suspends-
winter-operations-amid-covid--outbreak/article_6f2c3dfa-6675-11ea-812d-
d7f1c9bd1bef.html

Telluride Daily Planet: Governor to shut down ski resorts, Telski's season over
https://www.telluridenews.com/news/article_387e7974-6659-11ea-abd3-
93bbe47bdd11.html

TIME Magazine: 'You Must Act Now.' How States and Cities Have Responded to 
the Coronavirus Pandemic
In Colorado, which suffered its first coronavirus-related death on Friday, 
Democratic Governor Jared Polis has used executive authority to screen visitors to 
nursing homes. “We’re very much focused on the day-to-day in our state,” Polis 
says, “and in making sure that we can bend the curve of the spread so that our 
health system isn’t overwhelmed.”
https://time.com/5803334/coronavirus-pandemic-local-governments/

Denver Post: Colorado tops 100 cases of coronavirus as Polis orders new 
restrictions on visiting nursing homes
Saturday also saw more events canceled at venues around metro Denver, including 
the Pepsi Center, as companies heed Gov. Jared Polis’ recommendation to avoid 
gatherings of more than 250 people.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/14/colorado-coronavirus-cases-nursing-
homes/



Littleton Independent: Littleton set to declare state of emergency, close public 
buildings
“Most of the jurisdictions around us are making similar declarations, and we 
believe this is prudent on our part,” Valdes said. “Hopefully this is all overblown, 
but we don't want to take any chances.”
https://littletonindependent.net/stories/littleton-set-to-declare-state-of-
emergency-close-public-buildings,296240 

Glenwood Springs independent: Garfield County reports its first case of the 
coronavirus
https://www.postindependent.com/news/garfield-county-reports-its-first-case-
of-the-coronavirus/ 

NBC News: Major ski resort chain suspends operations
Two major ski resort chains announced Saturday that they are suspending 
operations.
Vail Resorts, which runs eight ski destinations in Canada, California, Colorado and 
Utah, said it is suspending operations in North America for at least one week 
starting Sunday. Alterra Mountain Company, which operates 15 North American 
locations, including California's Mammoth Mountain, said its suspension would start 
Sunday "until further notice."  
"Our lodging and property management operations will remain open to service the 
guests we have on location or those with existing reservations, but we will not be 
taking new reservations for this upcoming week," Vail said in a statement.
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis commended the move and urged other resorts in the 
state to follow suit.
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/live-blog/coronavirus-updates-
live-house-approves-coronavirus-aid-bill-
n1158821/ncrd1159136#liveBlogHeader

CBS4: Steamboat And Winter Park Ownership Follow Vail, Announce Indefinite 
Closure
“I sincerely apologize for the inconvenience this short notice will undoubtedly 
create,” stated Alterra CEO Rusty Gregory on the company’s website. “We look 
forward to welcoming you back to your mountains as circumstances improve.”
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/14/steamboat-winter-park-ownership-ski-
resorts-areas-closure-coronavirus-covid19-state-health/ 

Denver Post: Drive-up COVID-19 testing closes early; state tops 100 cases
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/14/colorado-coronavirus-new-cases-
drive-thru-high-volume/ 

9news: Visitor access to nursing and assisted living facilities restricted due to 
coronavirus
CPDHE said the order comes at the direction of Gov. Jared Polis and is meant to 
protect health-care workers, and elderly patients who have underlying health 
conditions who are at a higher risk of severe COVID-19 symptoms.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/colorado-assisted-



living-visitation-restricted-coronavirus-covid-19/73-69912e45-2ba4-49ac-9cbc-
b95e348c27fc

Fort Morgan Times: Fort Morgan closes library, senior center and recreation 
center in response to virus
Fort Morgan announced Friday afternoon that the Fort Morgan Library & Museum, 
the Armory Recreation Center and the Senior Center are indefinitely closed to the 
public starting Saturday, March 14. Also in that news release, the city said it will 
suspend recreation programs until further notice.
https://www.fortmorgantimes.com/2020/03/13/fort-morgan-closes-library-
senior-center-and-recreation-center-in-response-to-virus/

Vail Daily: Vail Resorts to shut down its North American resorts until March 22
https://www.vaildaily.com/news/vail-resorts-to-shut-down-mountain-operations-
march-15-22/ 

Steamboat Pilot: Steamboat Resort closes amid coronavirus outbreak
Starting Sunday, the ski resort conglomerate said it would close 14 of its North 
America destinations in an effort to slow the spread of COVID-19. Its heli-skiing 
operation in British Columbia will close starting Tuesday, according to the news 
release.
https://www.steamboatpilot.com/news/breaking-news-steamboat-resort-closes-
amid-coronavirus-outbreak/

Pine River Times: Is Southwest Colorado prepared for COVID-19?
Polis also said rural communities could be hit hardest by the virus. Douglas, Eagle 
and Pitkin counties have reached community transmission, when the virus spreads 
between people without an identifiable first patient.
https://pinerivertimes.com/articles/130979-is-southwest-colorado-prepared-for-
covid19

CBS4: 1 Death, 77 Confirmed Coronavirus Cases In Colorado
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/13/coronavirus-cases-colorado-confirmed-
people-critical-condition/

CBS4: ‘Unprecedented, Challenging Times’: Vail Resorts Closing Ski Areas
The move comes at a inopportune time for recreational mountain businesses. 
Spring break is a notoriously busy time of year for all ski areas, and Colorado’s are 
no different.
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/14/vail-resorts-coronavirus-covid19-
closing-ski-areas-mountains-health/

Aspen Times: Kaplan: Aspen Skiing Co. staying open with precautions ‘is the 
right thing to do’
Aspen Skiing Co. weighed the moral, legal and business implications of operating 
during a pandemic and decided its best course of action is to keep the slopes open, 
president and CEO Mike Kaplan said Friday.



https://www.aspentimes.com/news/kaplan-aspen-skiing-co-staying-open-with-
precautions-is-the-right-thing-to-do/

Denver Post: Colorado health officials worried about potential coronavirus 
spread at El Paso County bridge center
Gov. Jared Polis announced the woman’s death Friday as he called the outbreak 
“one of the greatest public health disasters of our lifetime.” The woman’s identity 
has not been released. She has been described as an El Paso resident in her 80s 
with underlying health conditions.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/14/coronavirus-death-el-paso-county-
bridge/

CPR:  Colorado Coronavirus Updates March 14: Legislature, Testing And More
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/14/colorado-coronavirus-updates-march-14-
legislature-testing-and-more/ 

Colorado Community Media: Colorado Legislature to shut down for at least two 
weeks amid COVID-19 concerns
The Legislature has yet to finish work on some of its highest-profile bills, including 
the annual state budget and the “Colorado option” — Democrats' proposal for a 
health insurance plan that is offered by private insurers but designed by the state. 
The Legislature was about halfway through its regular session, the four-month 
period of the year in which it passes laws.
https://englewoodherald.net/stories/colorado-legislature-to-shut-down-for-at-
least-two-weeks-amid-covid-19-concerns,296217 

Westword: Lion's Lair Closes Voluntarily: "I Just Think It's the Right Thing to Do"
Kauffman was moved in part by Governor Jared Polis, who announced earlier on 
March 13 that he was banning 250-plus capacity events statewide.
"I like the governor's response," Kauffman notes. "It was very aggressive and very 
proactive."
https://www.westword.com/music/lions-lair-closes-over-coronavirus-concerns-
11664978 

DBJ: Colorado Legislature to suspend for 2 weeks due to coronavirus
https://www.bizjournals.com/denver/news/2020/03/13/colorado-legislature-
suspended-coronavirus.html

Out There Colorado: Dozens in high-risk age group possibly exposed to 
coronavirus at Colorado Springs card tournament

https://www.outtherecolorado.com/dozens-in-high-risk-age-group-possibly-
exposed-to-coronavirus-at-colorado-springs-card-tournament/

Commerce City Sentinel: Coronavirus: City eyes reduction in services
Police Chief Clint Nichols told a special meeting of city council March 13 he expects 
the virus to have what he called a "major impact" by Monday, March 16. Should 
that be the case, Nichols said perhaps as much as 15 percent of the city's workforce 



may not be able to make it in to work.
https://www.commercecitysentinel.com/content/coronavirus-city-eyes-
reduction-services

Vail Daily: COVID-19 testing in Eagle County reserved for ‘most critical cases’
Colorado Governor Jared Polis visited a COVID-19 testing center at Denver 
Coliseum on Saturday to speak with state health workers, Colorado State Patrol 
and a National Guard medical team before the testing site opened.
https://www.vaildaily.com/news/covid-19-testing-in-eagle-county-reserved-for-
most-critical-cases/ 

Denver7: Colorado legislature adjourns for two weeks over coronavirus concerns
"Medical experts have been clear that social distancing is the most important tool 
we have to prevent and contain the spread of COVID-19,” House Speaker KC 
Becker, D-Boulder, said in the release. “We must lead by example to protect 
vulnerable populations such as the elderly and immuno-compromised. When it is 
appropriate or necessary, we will come back and continue the work our 
constituents elected us to do.”
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/colorado-legislature-
adjourns-for-two-weeks-over-coronavirus-concerns 

Gazette: COVID-19 positive cases reach 101 in Colorado as 24 new cases 
confirmed
https://gazette.com/health/covid--positive-cases-reach-in-colorado-as-new-
cases/article_cb8663c4-6624-11ea-94e7-3b9c2dc6f904.html

Gazette: Coronavirus worries not yet shutting down concerts or events in 
Colorado Springs
https://gazette.com/premium/coronavirus-worries-not-yet-shutting-down-
concerts-or-events-in/article 3ccfc480-6256-11ea-ac16-1f75be8a7530.html

CPR: Legislature Takes Historic Pause Amid Coronavirus Concerns
The Supreme Court’s answer could determine how much time the legislature has to 
finish its work. If that ends up being too little for what Democrats want to get 
done, Gov. Jared Polis could call lawmakers back for a special legislative session, 
which would be more narrowly focused, and requires all pending legislation to 
start over from scratch. But convening a special session, especially if the topics 
don’t have wide bipartisan support, could carry political risks for the governor and 
the majority party. 
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/14/legislature-takes-historic-pause-amid-
coronavirus-concerns/

Colorado Sun: A Crested Butte woman came home from Hawaii with sniffles. 
Then she found out it was coronavirus.
Gov. Jared Polis said Friday that Colorado is likely at a tipping point where the 
COVID-19 caseload in the state will grow dramatically. He stressed that the state 
must expand testing, to further prevent the virus from stealthily circulating in the 



state.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/14/lisa-merck-coronavirus-crested-butte/ 

Telemundo Denver: Ya son más de 70 casos de coronavirus en Colorado (video) 
https://www.telemundodenver.com/videos/videos-noticias/ya-son-mas-de-70-
casos-de-coronavirus-en-colorado/2061213/ 

Nacional: Denver otvorio mobilnu stanicu za testiranje vozaca na koronavirus
https://www.nacional.hr/denver-otvorio-mobilnu-stanicu-za-testiranje-vozaca/

Pueblo Chieftain: Polis bans large gatherings, urges people with symptoms to get 
tested
https://www.chieftain.com/news/20200313/polis-bans-large-gatherings-urges-
people-with-symptoms-to-get-tested 

Westword: Medical Marijuana Doctors Can't Use Telemedicine During Virus 
Outbreak
Pryor says he's written the CDPHE and Governor Jared Polis as the coronavirus 
spreads, urging that the governor issue an executive order allowing medical 
marijuana doctors to use telemedicine. And he's not alone: Cannabis Clinicians 
Colorado, an organization for health-care professionals interested in medical 
marijuana, sent a letter to the CPDHE making the same request, as well as a memo 
to CCC members on March 12 asking them to send their own letters to the state.
https://www.westword.com/marijuana/colorado-medical-marijuana-doctors-
cant-use-telemedicine-during-coronavirus-outbreak-11664729

Denver Post: What to do when all the coronavirus news gets overwhelming
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/14/coronavirus-anxiety-coping-
overwhelming-stress/ 

The Coloradoan: Northern Colorado governments declare states of emergency 
due to coronavirus pandemic
“As a county, we are trying to get ahead of community spread and mitigate risk to 
our residents. An emergency declaration shows that we are making our response 
the priority,” said Tom Gonzales, public health director for Larimer County 
Department of Health and Environment. 
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2020/03/14/coronavirus-colorado-fort-
collins-loveland-larimer-county-states-emergency-due-covid/5049849002/

Denver Post: No events at Pepsi Center, Dick’s Sporting Goods Park for 30 days 
due to coronavirus
The announcement comes after Gov. Jared Polis on Friday recommended canceling 
all public gatherings with more than 250 people for the next 30 days.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/14/pepsi-center-concerts-shows-
coronavirus-postponed/ 

Daily Camera: Coronavirus testing restrictions leave some Boulder residents in 
the dark



https://www.dailycamera.com/2020/03/13/coronavirus-testing-restrictions-
leave-some-boulder-residents-in-the-dark/ 

Westword: Denver Theaters Shut Down Over Coronavirus Concerns
https://www.westword.com/arts/denver-theater-community-wrangles-with-
closures-over-the-coronavirus-11664796

Greeley Tribune: Colorado church services canceled because of COVID-19 
outbreak
https://www.greeleytribune.com/news/colorado-church-services-canceled-
because-of-covid-19-outbreak/ 

Brighton Blade: Religious organizations COVID-19 updates
https://www.thebrightonblade.com/content/religious-organizations-covid-19-
updates 

KKCO: Churches make changes amid coronavirus outbreak
"We believe that even in times of crisis, we want to experience God's love and his 
presence, and we need to be his church that's reaching out to our communities. So 
we want to worship together, whether it's online, watching online,” says Victory 
Life Church Josh Cook.
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/568789871.html 

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.









From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice on behalf of Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To:
Subject: Fwd: Meeting tomorrow afternoon/evening
Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 10:06:02 PM
Attachments: mime-attachment.html

ATT00002.html
Confidential Work Product COVID-19 Analysis for Policy Making.pdf
ATT00004.html

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
Date: March 14, 2020 at 9:53:11 PM MDT
To: @state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: Meeting tomorrow afternoon/evening

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
Date: March 14, 2020 at 9:52:47 PM MDT
To: Stan Hilkey <stan.hilkey@state.co.us>, mike.willis@state.co.us,
kevin.klein@state.co.us, jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us,
scott.bookman@state.co.us, rachel.herlihy@state.co.us
Subject: Meeting tomorrow afternoon/evening

Hi All,
I know we have barely had one min to catch our breath as the last 8
days has been a tornado with a new crisis or challenge presenting its
self hourly. I want to first say each of you are my personal hero for
the amazing work and professionalism conducted over this time.
Truly.
But it’s clear now that we are in for a long bumpy ride and are about
to experience something that nobody has before. So I want to take an
hour or two tomorrow to do some long term planning and for Gov &
I learning on what to expect for the next couple of months. 

Attached is a document that Alex Hall who heads CDLE’s stat
department put together. I am wondering if CDPHE has something
similar or can verify this document or put something similar together
for tomorrow? If so I would like to start our meeting tomorrow with



an overview on what we know to date and a projection of what’s to
come like this doc. 
Gov and I can make any time tomorrow afternoon or evening work.
We only have a 5pm-5:15pm call with Mayor Hancock otherwise
free. 
Shall we shoot for 3:30pm or 5:15pm? 

Below is a suggested agenda. A few objectives I have for this
meeting
1.) Get a clear picture of what the next 10 days looks like, the next
month, duration of the event looks like etc. 
2.) define our strategy at this point and what success looks like ( get
on the same page)
3.) Gov & I to better understand the proper channels, structures and
capacity. ( so we can work smarter not harder and to not take
leadership off critical mission with one offs. I can police this better
moving forward. I can also use the Gov’s time &  office more
strategically with more knowledge) we can also creative troubleshoot
if we know of gaps. 

Suggested Agenda: 
1.) what we know to date & stats of testing, summary of epi
interviews etc. ( Rachel/ CDPHE) 
2.) what does this look like for the next 10 days, month, duration of
event. Looking for a presentation like the attached. ( CDPHE) 
3.) Recommendation on strategy. Ongoing testing, migration etc
(CDPHE & EOC). 
4.) Briefing on new joint EOC structure & capacity (including new
testing structure, capacity insight for national guard, FEMA, JIC etc.
New org chart. (Mike & Kevin) 
5.) wellness check in on leadership & backups 
6.) status for hospital surge planning 
7.) status of mass quarantine planning 
6.) brainstorming untapped capacity( Red Cross, ski patrol, volunteer
organizing etc.



From: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice on behalf of Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To: @state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: Meeting tomorrow afternoon/evening
Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 9:56:28 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.html

Confidential Work Product COVID-19 Analysis for Policy Making.pdf

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
Date: March 14, 2020 at 9:52:47 PM MDT
To: Stan Hilkey <stan.hilkey@state.co.us>, mike.willis@state.co.us,
kevin.klein@state.co.us, jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us,
scott.bookman@state.co.us, rachel.herlihy@state.co.us
Subject: Meeting tomorrow afternoon/evening

Hi All,
I know we have barely had one min to catch our breath as the last 8 days has been
a tornado with a new crisis or challenge presenting its self hourly. I want to first
say each of you are my personal hero for the amazing work and professionalism
conducted over this time. Truly.
But it’s clear now that we are in for a long bumpy ride and are about to
experience something that nobody has before. So I want to take an hour or two
tomorrow to do some long term planning and for Gov & I learning on what to
expect for the next couple of months. 

Attached is a document that Alex Hall who heads CDLE’s stat department put
together. I am wondering if CDPHE has something similar or can verify this
document or put something similar together for tomorrow? If so I would like to
start our meeting tomorrow with an overview on what we know to date and a
projection of what’s to come like this doc. 
Gov and I can make any time tomorrow afternoon or evening work. We only have
a 5pm-5:15pm call with Mayor Hancock otherwise free. 
Shall we shoot for 3:30pm or 5:15pm? 

Below is a suggested agenda. A few objectives I have for this meeting
1.) Get a clear picture of what the next 10 days looks like, the next month,
duration of the event looks like etc. 
2.) define our strategy at this point and what success looks like ( get on the same
page)
3.) Gov & I to better understand the proper channels, structures and capacity. ( so
we can work smarter not harder and to not take leadership off critical mission
with one offs. I can police this better moving forward. I can also use the Gov’s
time &  office more strategically with more knowledge) we can also creative
troubleshoot if we know of gaps. 



Suggested Agenda: 
1.) what we know to date & stats of testing, summary of epi interviews etc. (
Rachel/ CDPHE) 
2.) what does this look like for the next 10 days, month, duration of event.
Looking for a presentation like the attached. ( CDPHE) 
3.) Recommendation on strategy. Ongoing testing, migration etc (CDPHE &
EOC). 
4.) Briefing on new joint EOC structure & capacity (including new testing
structure, capacity insight for national guard, FEMA, JIC etc. New org chart.
(Mike & Kevin) 
5.) wellness check in on leadership & backups 
6.) status for hospital surge planning 
7.) status of mass quarantine planning 
6.) brainstorming untapped capacity( Red Cross, ski patrol, volunteer organizing
etc.



From: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice on behalf of Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To: @state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: Update from OIT: eVPN and Global Protect update 3/13/2020
Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 8:57:45 PM

FYI she is also in the loop of the CDPHE / EOC merge and working on IT capacity for that. 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Szczurek - OIT, Theresa" <tszczurek@state.co.us>
Date: March 14, 2020 at 7:48:55 AM MDT
To: "Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin" <benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us>,
Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
Subject: Update from OIT: eVPN and Global Protect update 3/13/2020

Lisa and Ben, just to keep you and the Governor’s office informed of the intense
work being done by OIT through the evening and weekend to support the IT
needs during COVID-19. We have a taskforce of 80+ People working on all
aspects of the situation. 

Theresa 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Wisdom - OIT, Don <don.wisdom@state.co.us>
Date: Sat, Mar 14, 2020 at 7:29 AM
Subject: Re: eVPN and Global Protect update 3/13/2020
To: Pettit - OIT, Alex <alex.pettit@state.co.us>, Alfritch Anderson - OIT
<alfritch.anderson@state.co.us>, Amy Klene - OIT <amy.klene@state.co.us>,
Day - GovOffice, Andrea <andrea.day@state.co.us>, Andrew Bondi - OIT
<andrew.bondi@state.co.us>, Anita Dill <anita.dill@state.co.us>, Anthony Neal-
Graves - OIT <anthony.neal-graves@state.co.us>, Bernadette Pasillas - OIT
<bernadette.pasillas@state.co.us>, Bob Nogueira - OIT
<bob.nogueira@state.co.us>, Brandi Simmons - OIT
<brandi.simmons@state.co.us>, VonBehren - OIT, Cathy
<cathy.vonbehren@state.co.us>, Chris Heck - OIT <chris.heck@state.co.us>,
Christy Daniher - OIT <christina.daniher@state.co.us>, Christy Scott - OIT
<christy.scott1@state.co.us>, Cynthia (Cindy) Mastin - OIT
<cindy.mastin@state.co.us>, Craig Hegeman - OIT
<craig.hegeman@state.co.us>, Cynthia Wika - OIT <cynthia.wika@state.co.us>,
Dan Zeller - OIT <dan.zeller@state.co.us>, Dana Thorson
<dana.thorson@state.co.us>, Daniel McCann - OIT
<daniel.mccann@state.co.us>, Daniel Santangelo - OIT
<daniel.santangelo@state.co.us>, Davyd Smith - OIT
<davyd.smith@state.co.us>, Thibault - OIT, Debbie
<debbie.thibault@state.co.us>, Blyth - OIT, Deborah
<deborah.blyth@state.co.us>, Denise Storts - OIT <denise.storts@state.co.us>,



Dennis Henry - OIT <dennis.henry@state.co.us>, Ed Trainer - OIT
<ed.trainer@state.co.us>, Glenn Newmin - OIT <glenn.newmin@state.co.us>,
Glenn Weeks - OIT <glenn.weeks@state.co.us>, Greg Tenenbaum - OIT
<greg.tenenbaum@state.co.us>, Heinrich Rieping - OIT
<heinrich.rieping@state.co.us>, Jacque Frady - OIT <jacque.frady@state.co.us>,
Jeff Stanley - OIT <jeff.stanley@state.co.us>, Jennifer Douglas - OIT
<jennifer.douglas@state.co.us>, Jill Elggren <jill.elggren@state.co.us>,
Nethercott - CDPHE, Jim <jim.nethercott@state.co.us>, John Baker - OIT
<john.baker@state.co.us>, Julia Gray - OIT <julia.gray@state.co.us>, Wilson -
OIT, Karen <karen.wilson@state.co.us>, Hall - OIT, Katie
<katie.hall@state.co.us>, Kellie Isaac - OIT <kellie.isaac@state.co.us>,
kris.kiburz <kris.kiburz@state.co.us>, Kristi Labarge - OIT
<kristi.labarge@state.co.us>, Barr - OIT, Lee <lee.barr@state.co.us>, Lilo Santos
<lilo.santos@state.co.us>, Loni Clark - OIT <loni.clark@state.co.us>, Lori
Mulholland <lori.mulholland@state.co.us>, Neiberger - OIT, Lori
<lori.neiberger@state.co.us>, Maggie Constantino - OIT
<maggie.constantino1@state.co.us>, Herrera - OIT, Mark
<marke.herrera@state.co.us>, Mason Greene - OIT <mason.greene@state.co.us>,
Matthew Bidwell - OIT <matthew.bidwell@state.co.us>, Mindy Schmidt - OIT
<mindy.schmidt@state.co.us>, Nancy Dierker <nancy.dierker@state.co.us>,
Natalie Wurzer - OIT <natalie.wurzer@state.co.us>, Peter Bangas - OIT
<peter.bangas@state.co.us>, Richard Medina - OIT <rich.medina@state.co.us>,
Richard Stewart - OIT <richard.stewart@state.co.us>, DeFrange - OIT, Rita
<rita.defrange@state.co.us>, Scott Stephens - OIT <scott.stephens@state.co.us>,
Stacy Moore - OIT <stacy.moore@state.co.us>, Steve Fling - OIT
<steve.fling@state.co.us>, Batra - OIT, Suman <suman.batra@state.co.us>,
Fortenberry - OIT, Theresa <terri.fortenberry@state.co.us>, Tony Rodasta - OIT
<tony.rodasta@state.co.us>, Trace Ridpath <trace.ridpath@state.co.us>, Theresa
Szczurek - OIT <tszczurek@state.co.us>, William Schoeppner - OIT
<william.schoeppner@state.co.us>, Yvette Florez - OIT
<yvette.florez@state.co.us>
CC: Ed Levy - OIT <ed.levy@state.co.us>, Getachew Mekonnen - OIT
<getachew.mekonnen@state.co.us>, Hans Rudolph - OIT
<hans.rudolph@state.co.us>

Good Morning Task Force,

The team made great progress yesterday, working late into the evening working
through the VPN and Global Protect action plan. Below is a detailed update that
reflects we're on track and expected to be complete this evening. 

In a nutshell, two of the VPN appliances have been upgraded and configured. The
third will be addressed this afternoon and into the evening, so that all three are
ready for the desired capacity. The Global Protect solution is on track and ready
for testing at DOC, w/follow-up troubleshooting for DOR.

Next update will be this evening, as the team gets back to it mid-day today. 

Thank you to the team for staying on task into the late evening, and all those that





 8:00AM call scheduled for 3/14/2020  
Testing is part of the meeting progress 
Access to Production PINGID servers is not functional.  
- Best guess is an ASA firewall between the PA mgmt port and the
PingID production target.  
- These rules must be validated/resolved as requests are not reaching
Ping.
VDS LDAP lookups timeout for agencies with large AD databases.
Agency Specific DNS servers details are not known and must be
configured for each VPN gateway
Agency routing within each VPN will not be known until it is tested by
users.  
Policy and NAT is incomplete, those will be mostly wide open
until/unless we get specifics on what to permit/prevent.

Thanks,
-- 
Bernadette Pasillas
Senior Manager of Network & Telecommunication Services

O 303.764.7776 
601 East 18th Avenue, Suite 230, Denver, CO  80203
bernadette.pasillas@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov

** How am I doing?  Please contact my manager Don.Wisdom@state.co.us for comments or
questions. **
Upcoming leave: March 18, 2020 - March 31, 2020             

-- 
Theresa M. Szczurek, Ph.D.
Chief Information Officer and Executive Director
Support & Assistance: Lee Barr (lee.barr@state.co.us)
P: 303.764.7835 C: 720.614.7376 F: 303.764.7725
601 East 18th Ave., Denver, CO 80203
tszczurek@state.co.us www.colorado.gov/oit

Serving people serving Colorado



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE : Gov. Polis Issues Executive Order Suspending Down Hill Ski Area Operations for One

Week
Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 8:40:11 PM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Saturday, March 14, 2020 
Conor Cahill |conor.cahill@state.co.us |303-866-6324 

Gov. Polis Issues Executive Order Suspending Down Hill Ski Area 
Operations for One Week 

DENVER - Governor Jared Polis issued an executive order this evening in response 
to COVID-19 (coronavirus). 
 
“Never would I have believed that a global pandemic would force the temporary 
closure of our world-class ski resorts. I have been skiing since I was four years 
old. Our family has had a place in Vail for three decades. And, like so many 
Colorado families, we were planning a ski trip with our kids over their spring 
break next weekend. Beyond being a major part of our way of life, skiing 
supports our workers and businesses,” said Governor Polis. “For those of us who 
treasure living our lives outdoors, sacrificing our fun is the easier part; but for 
those who depend on employment in our Colorado high country, the uncertainty 
of how long they will be out of a job is terrifying. It is with a profound sense of 
pain and grim responsibility that I take the agonizing action that this moment 
demands. I take solace in knowing that while we will be temporarily closed for 
business, we will be saving the lives of hundreds, perhaps thousands of 
Coloradans in the days and weeks ahead.”
  
COVID-19 is a highly contagious viral disease that has spread throughout many of 
Colorado’s communities including our mountain communities where premier ski 
resorts are located.  Public health officials have concluded that disease control 
measures aimed at specific individuals or groups are no longer sufficient to contain 
the further spread of the virus.  

“The challenges posed by COVID-19 are unique and place significant burdens on 
hospitals and medical personnel.  We are aware of the great cost that mountain 
communities face if our downhill ski resorts close, even temporarily.  These costs 
will be borne by local residents and businesses, and by the individuals and families 
who come to Colorado to enjoy our beautiful mountains and world-renowned 
skiing.  But in the face of this pandemic emergency we cannot hesitate to protect 



public health and safety,” the executive order reads. 

The executive order directs downhill ski resorts to suspend operations for one week 
to slow the spread of COVID-19  and conserve medical resources in the state’s 
mountain communities. 

The Governor will continue to monitor the course of the COVID-19 outbreak in the 
state and may amend this Executive Order accordingly.

Read the full executive order here.

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    



From: Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle on behalf of Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Walmart Disaster Relief Efforts
Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 7:07:50 PM

FYI 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Ryan Irsik <Ryan.Irsik@walmart.com>
Date: Sat, Mar 14, 2020 at 6:22 PM
Subject: Walmart Disaster Relief Efforts
To: Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>, Henderson - GOVOffice,
Benjamin <benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us>
CC: Collon Kennedy <collonkennedy@hotmail.com>, eugene.wade@thecepp.org
<eugene.wade@thecepp.org>

All –

 

Walmart is adjusting store hours for all Walmart Supercenter and Neighborhood Market
locations until further notice.  You can learn more about the decision from Dacona Smith,
Walmart Chief Operating Officer.

 

The official statement is as follows:

 

“Beginning Sunday, March 15, Walmart stores and Neighborhood Markets will adjust their
operating hours to help ensure associates are able to stock the products our customers are
looking for and to perform cleaning and sanitizing. Unless they already have more
reduced hours, stores will be open from 6 a.m.-11 p.m. until further notice.”

 

Here's some additional background information for your reference:

 

There are currently more than 4,700 Walmart and Neighborhood Market locations in the
U.S.  Approximately 2,500 stores close overnight.  This decision impacts about 2,220
stores across the country.

 

Associates will keep their regular daytime or evening shifts.

 



Products are moving through the supply chain and making its way to stores. To manage
inventory, store managers have the discretion to limit sales quantities on items that are in
unusually high demand. 

 

Best Regards,

 

Ryan Irsik

 

Ryan Irsik Public Affairs & Government Relations

CO, KS, NE, SD

Cell 479.715.1213

ryan.irsik@walmart.com

 

Walmart 

702 Southwest 8th Street

Bentonville, AR 72716-0350

Saving people money so they can live better.

 

From: Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 4, 2020 1:06 PM
To: Ryan Irsik <Ryan.Irsik@walmart.com>; Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin
<benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us>
Cc: Collon Kennedy <collonkennedy@hotmail.com>; eugene.wade@thecepp.org
Subject: EXT: Re: Walmart Disaster Relief Efforts

 

Hi Ryan, 

 

Eguene Wade, the Executive Director of the Colorado Emergency Preparedness Partnership, is
leading our Colorado Business Emergency Operations Center. He's cc'ed on this email.
Additionally, the non-emergency number for the State's Emergency Operations Center is 720-
852-6704. 

 



Additionally, myself and my colleague Ben Henderson are running point on COVID-19 for
the Governor's Office and are directly plugged in to the State's EOC, so if you need anything
on our end, just let me know. 

 

Best, 
Danielle 

 

On Wed, Mar 4, 2020 at 11:23 AM Ryan Irsik <Ryan.Irsik@walmart.com> wrote:

Danielle,

 

In an effort to be better prepared for the potential outbreak of the coronavirus in CO, who
would be the appropriate contact within the state for our Emergency Operations Center to
coordinate with?

 

Best Regards,

 

Ryan Irsik  

 

Ryan Irsik Public Affairs & Government Relations

CO, KS, NE, SD

Cell 479.715.1213

ryan.irsik@walmart.com

 

Walmart 

702 Southwest 8th Street

Bentonville, AR 72716-0350

Saving people money so they can live better.

 





From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Gov. Polis Statement On Vail Resorts Suspension of Operations
Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 4:55:53 PM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Saturday, March 14, 2020 
Conor Cahill |conor.cahill@state.co.us |303-866-6324 

Gov. Polis Statement On Vail Resorts 
Suspension of Operations  

DENVER - Governor Jared Polis released the following statement after Vail Resorts 
announced they would be suspending operations at their resorts beginning March 15 
until March 22 in response to COVID-19 (coronavirus). 

“Colorado is strong and we will get through this together. The safety and health 
of our most vulnerable and of our communities is our top priority. I commend 
Vail Resorts for taking this difficult, responsible step and urge other mountains 
and resorts to do the same. Coloradans and our business community must 
continue to rise to meet the demand of these challenging times and everyone 
must do their part in stopping the spread of this virus.”

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: Public health alert for people who visited Colorado Springs Bridge Center from late February to

early March and may have been exposed to COVID-19
Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 2:12:07 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Sat, Mar 14, 2020 at 2:00 PM
Subject: RELEASE: Public health alert for people who visited Colorado Springs Bridge
Center from late February to early March and may have been exposed to COVID-19
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>, <michellehewitt@elpasoco.com>

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media info@state.co.us 

 
El Paso County Public Health

Michelle Hewitt, Public Health Communications Specialist

El Paso County Public Health

Email: michellehewitt@elpasoco.com  | Phone: 719-578-3239

 
 

Public health alert for people who visited Colorado Springs Bridge Center  
from late February to early March and may have been exposed to COVID-19 

  
DENVER, March 14, 2020: El Paso County Public Health (EPCPH) has learned that the 
woman who died from COVID-19 on March 13 attended bridge games at Colorado Springs 
Bridge Center from Feb. 27 through March 3. EPCPH and the Colorado Department of 
Public Health (CDPHE) are releasing this information in the interest of public health. 
EPCPH will have media availability at 3 p.m. at the Pikes Peak Regional Office of 
Emergency Management, 3755 Mark Dabling Blvd.  
 
If you or a close contact attended the Colorado Springs Bridge Center between late 
February and early March, and are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 (fever, shortness 
of breath, difficulty breathing), call your health care provider immediately. Please do not 
go into the facility prior to calling ahead.
 
This is especially important for people who attended the following games at the center:



02/27/2020  Thursday Evening Unit Pairs

02/28/2020  Friday Morning Pairs

02/29/2020 299er Pair

02/29/2020 299er Pairs

03/01/2020 299er Swiss

03/03/2020 499'rs

 
“We’re extremely concerned about possible transmission both at the tournament and in 
communities after they went home,” said Kimberly Pattison, EPCPH Communicable 
Disease Program Manager. “Many attendees were older people who might be especially 
vulnerable to severe illness from COVID-19.”  
 
“For older people and anyone who belongs to a more vulnerable group, we continue to 
urge you to stay away from large gatherings,” said State Epidemiologist Dr. Rachel 
Herlihy. “As the governor has recommended, people should stay away from gatherings of 
more than 250 people. We all have a role in protecting each other from possible 
exposure.” 
 
For people who have symptoms of or who might have been exposed to COVID-19: 

The most common symptoms of COVID-19 are fever, cough, and shortness of 
breath. 

Call a medical provider to discuss your concerns before you go into a facility for 
medical care. 

The provider will give you instructions on whether you need to be tested and on 
where to go to for care and testing. 

The people who are more likely to get very sick from COVID-19 are: 

Older people (over age 60), especially those over 80 years. 

People who have chronic medical conditions like heart, lung, or kidney disease, 
or diabetes. 



Older people with chronic medical conditions are at greatest risk. 

To ensure expedience on reporting presumptive positive cases, the state will provide 
overall testing statistics as soon as we are able on the website.  
 
Members of the public can also contact CO-HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-2911, for 
answers in many languages, or email them at COHELP@RMPDC.org for answers in English.
 
Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus and 
elpasocountyhealth.org/services/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19. 
 
 

#### 
 
Alerta de salud pública para las personas que visitaron Colorado Springs Bridge Center 
desde finales de febrero a principios de marzo y que podrían haber estado expuestos 

a COVID-19 
  

DENVER, Marzo 14, 2020:  Salud Pública del Condado El Paso reportó que la mujer que 
murió por COVID-19 el 13 de marzo,  participó en un torneo de juego de cartas “Bridge” 
en el Colorado Springs Bridge Center del 27 de febrero al 3 de marzo.  Salud Pública del 
Condado El Paso y el Departamento de Salud y Medioambiente de Colorado (CDPHE) están 
revelando esta información por razones de salud pública.   EPCPH tendrá una rueda de 
prensa a las 3:00 p.m. en la oficina de Pikes Peak Regional Office of Emergency 
Management, 3755 Mark Dabling Blvd.  
  
Si usted estuvo en el Colorado Springs Bridge Center desde finales de febrero y principios 
de marzo y participó en cualquiera de los juegos enlistados a continuación y tiene 
síntomas de COVID-19 (fiebre, dificultad para respirar), llame a su proveedor de cuidado 
médico de inmediato. Por favor, no acuda al centro médico, debe de llamar con antes de 
acudir con su proveedor de cuidado de salud.
 
Esto es muy importante para las personas que estuvieron en las siguientes fechas y 
participando en los siguientes juegos:
  

02/27/2020  Jueves por la noche Unit Pairs 

02/28/2020  la mañana del viernes Pairs 

02/29/2020 299er Pair 

02/29/2020 299er Pairs 



03/01/2020 299er Swiss 

03/03/2020 499'rs 
 
  
”Estamos muy preocupados por una posible transmisión en el torneo y en las 
comunidades de las familias una vez que regresaron a casa”, así lo dijo Kimberly 
Pattison, EPCPH de  Salud Pública del Condado El Paso “Como el Gobernador lo ha 
recomendado, las personas deben evitar congregaciones de más de 250 personas.  Todos 
tenemos un rol en protegernos de una posible exposición”. 
 
“Personas mayores o que formen parte de un grupo vulnerable, les pedimos que no 
acudan a lugares donde se congregan muchas personas,” así lo dijo la epidemióloga del 
estado, la Dra. Rachel Herlihy “Le recomendamos lo mismo a todos, especialmente si 
hay casos conocidos en sus comunidades, pero las personas vulnerables son las que se 
deben proteger para evitar un posible contagio”.  
 
Si tiene síntomas o cree que ha sido expuesto, llame a su médico:  

Los síntomas más comunes de COVID-19 son fiebre, tos y dificultad para 
respirar.  

Si tiene síntomas de  COVID-19, LLAME antes al doctor, hospital o clínica.  

Le darán instrucciones sobre si necesita la prueba y a donde acudir para la 
prueba.

   
Las personas más propensas a enfermarse de  COVID-19 son: 

Personas mayores (arriba de 60), especialmente más de  80 años. 

Personas con condiciones médicas crónicas del corazón, pulmón, riñón o 
diabetes.   

Personas mayores con condiciones médicas crónicas están en mayor riesgo.  
 
El público también puede contactar CO-HELP al 303-389-1687 o 1-877-462-2911, para 
respuestas en muchos idiomas, o mandar un correo a COHELP@RMPDC.org en inglés.
 
Actualizaciones de los casos en este  website.  
 
Manténgase informado en  colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus y 
elpasocountyhealth.org/services/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19 





From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: CDPHE confirms 24 additional new presumptive positive cases in Colorado
Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 12:48:32 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Sat, Mar 14, 2020 at 12:47 PM
Subject: RELEASE: CDPHE confirms 24 additional new presumptive positive cases in
Colorado
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 

 

CDPHE confirms 24 additional new presumptive positive cases in Colorado

DENVER, March 14, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) confirmed 24 new presumptive positive cases in Colorado, based on 
overnight test results. That brings the total number of presumptive positive cases to 
date to 101. 

The test results include 20 from the state lab and 4 from private testing facilities 
that are receiving samples from health care providers. The state can confirm 
completed test results on approximately 800 people in Colorado since testing started 
on February 28. 

Because of the large number of new cases, CDPHE is shifting to report aggregate data 
for new cases, instead of listing details on each specific case. Additionally, the 
release of these updated numbers of cases will be released once per day, at 
approximately noon.

Total new presumptive positive cases: 24



Age of individuals:

20s – 4

30s – 5

40s – 5

50s – 5

60s – 2

70s – 2

80s – 1

County of residence:

Adams - 3

Arapahoe – 3

Denver – 5

Eagle – 4

El Paso – 1

Gunnison - 2  

Jefferson – 2

Mesa - 1

Pitkin – 1

Weld - 1



Out of state - 1 (Currently located Denver County)

Resident/Visitor:

Residents: 23

Visitors: 1

Gender:

Female: 11

Male: 13

To ensure expedience on reporting presumptive positive cases, the state will provide 
overall testing statistics as soon as we are able on the website. 

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.

 

 

####
 

CDPHE confirma 24 nuevos presuntos casos positivos en Colorado

DENVER, Marzo 14, 2020: El Departamento de Salud y Medioambiente de Colorado 
(CDPHE) confirmó 24 nuevos presuntos casos en Colorado, basados en resultados de 
pruebas durante la noche. La suma total es de 101.  

Los resultados incluyen 20 del laboratorio estatal y 4 de laboratorios privados.  Se han 
hecho aproximadamente 800 pruebas en Colorado desde que se empezó con la 
realización de pruebas el 28 de febrero. 

Debido al gran número de nuevos casos, CDPHE reportará agregando información de 
nuevos casos, en lugar de detallar los detalles de cada caso específico. Los nuevos 
presuntos casos positivos serán publicados una vez por día, a mediodía.

Nuevos casos presuntamente positivos: 24 

Edad de las personas:

20s – 4

30s – 5



40s – 5

50s – 5

60s – 2

70s – 2

80s – 1

Condado de residencia:

Adams - 3

Arapahoe – 3

Denver – 5

Eagle – 4

El Paso – 1

Gunnison - 2

Jefferson – 2

Mesa - 1

Pitkin – 1

Weld - 1

Fuera del estado- 1 (Actualmente en el condado de Denver)

Residente/Visitante:

Residentes: 23

Visitantes: 1



Género:

Femenino: 11

Masculino: 13

Para asegurar la rapidez en reportar los presuntos casos positivos, el estado debe 
proveer estadísticas generales tan pronto sea posible en el siguiente website. 

Actualización: colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.

 

####



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: Drive-up testing site will close for the day because of high volume
Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 12:47:49 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Sat, Mar 14, 2020 at 12:45 PM
Subject: RELEASE: Drive-up testing site will close for the day because of high volume
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media info@state.co.us 

 

 

Drive-up testing site will close for the day because of high volume

People who need COVID-19 tests can obtain them through private providers

DENVER, March 14, 2020: Due to high-volume, the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment (CDPHE) has closed the drive-up testing site at the Denver 
Coliseum for the rest of the day today, Saturday, March 14. The line was cut off at 
200 cars today. 

CDPHE will post next week’s schedule and locations on its website when they are 
available. 

Because Colorado now has capacity for private labs to conduct testing, CDPHE 
encourages anyone who has symptoms or believes they may have been exposed to 
COVID-19 to call or email their physician first for guidance, obtain a doctor’s order 
for testing, and request information about private providers where you can get 
tested. Always call first before reporting to a health care facility for testing. 
 
Any medical provider with a relationship with LabCorp or Quest Diagnostics can test, 
but be sure to contact your provider ahead of time because many providers have 
centralized sites for testing due to safety precautions. 
 
People should remember:



If you have a medical emergency, call 911. Do not report to a testing site, as 
they are not emergency care facilities. If you have severe respiratory 
symptoms, especially shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, tell the 911 
dispatcher about your symptoms. Do not wait for a COVID-19 test to call 911.

If you are ill or suspect that you were exposed, but are not able to be 

immediately tested, please stay home, self-isolate, and contact a health care 

provider.

While waiting for their test results, individuals should stay at home. Those who 
receive positive test results may be issued isolation orders.

The Colorado Division of Insurance is directing carriers to ensure that coverage 
is provided for COVID-19 testing, in-network provider office visits, in-network 
urgent care center visits, and an emergency room visit when a covered person 
is seeking testing for COVID-19 without the requirement that consumers pay co-
pays, deductibles or co-insurance. Carriers must also cover testing by an out-
of-network provider, if they cannot conduct the testing.  The division is 
working on formalizing these directives.

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.
 

###

 

El laboratorio del Coliseo cierra por el día debido a la gran cantidad de personas

Las personas que necesiten exámenes de COVID-19 pueden obtenerlas a través de 

proveedores privados
 
DENVER, Marzo 14, 2020:  Debido a la gran cantidad de personas, El Departamento de 
Salud y Medioambiente de Colorado the Colorado (CDPHE) cerrará el laboratorio de 
pruebas ubicado en el Coliseo por el resto del día hoy sábado marzo 14. Se hizo el corte 
de la fila al atender al vehículo número 200.

CDPHE anunciará el nuevo horario y ubicaciones del laboratorio en su página de 
internet una vez que se disponga de la información.

Debido a que Colorado tiene la capacidad de que los laboratorios privados hagan las 
pruebas, CDPHE indica que cualquier persona que presente síntomas o que crea haber 
estado expuesta a COVID-19, debe llamar o mandar un correo electrónico a su médico 
para que reciba instrucciones, obtenga una orden del doctor y pida información sobre 
proveedores privados donde se puedan hacer la prueba.  Siempre llame antes al 
proveedor de salud médica para hacer la prueba. 



 
Cualquier proveedor médico con una relación con LabCorp o Quest Diagnostics puede 
hacer la prueba,pero asegúrese de contactar a su proveedor médico con anticipación 
porque muchos proveedores tienen lugares centralizados para colectar pruebas por 
precaución.
 
Se debe recordar:

Si tiene una emergencia, llame al 911 - no lo reporte a un lugar donde hacen las 
pruebas, debido a que estos lugares no son lugares de emergencias.  Si tiene 
síntomas respiratorios severos, especialmente dificultad para respirar, llame al 
911 y dígale al operador sus síntomas. No espere a hacerse una prueba de COVID-
19 para llamar al 911. 

Si esta enfermo o piensa que ha sido expuesto, pero no pueden hacerse la prueba 
inmediatamente, por favor quédese en casa, aislado y contacte a su médico.  

Mientras esperan sus resultados, las personas deben quedarse en casa.  Los que 
resulten positivos, debe mantenerse aislados.

La División de Seguros de Colorado indicó a los proveedores que para asegurar la 
cobertura por la prueba de COVID-19, visitas a proveedores dentro de la red, 
cuidado urgente y visitas a emergencias cuando una persona tiene cobertura y 
busca pruebas del COVID-19 sin el requerimiento que los usuarios cubran co-
pagos, deducibles o co-seguro.  Los proveedores deben cubrir la prueba para los 
que están fuera de la red, si no pueden hacer la prueba. La División está 
trabajando para formalizar estas directrices.

Actualizaciones  colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.
 

###
 



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: State health department restricts visitors at skilled nursing, assisted living, and intermediate care

facilities
Date: Saturday, March 14, 2020 9:25:55 AM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Sat, Mar 14, 2020 at 9:22 AM
Subject: RELEASE: State health department restricts visitors at skilled nursing, assisted
living, and intermediate care facilities
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 

State health department restricts visitors at skilled nursing, 
assisted living, and intermediate care facilities

Denver (March 13, 2020): Per direction from Governor Polis, the Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) is restricting all visitors at skilled nursing, 
assisted living, and intermediate care facilities to protect the health of the residents and 
health care workers at those facilities. These facilities provide care to older Coloradans 
with underlying health conditions. 

While 80 percent of COVID-19 cases are mild, the populations in these facilities are at 
higher risk of getting severe novel coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) and have higher fatality 
rates. The department is doing everything possible to protect the public’s health by 
putting measures in place to slow and limit the spread of COVID-19 in these facilities. 

“We all have a responsibility to protect the most vulnerable among us from contracting 
COVID-19,” said Governor Jared Polis. “It starts with staying isolated even if your 
symptoms are mild. We are all in this together, and we all have people we love who are 
particularly vulnerable — our parents, our grandparents, our aunts and uncles.”

“We have learned a lot from other states where COVID first appeared, and are taking this 
step because we believe it’s necessary to lessen the possibility of exposure to people 
living in these facilities,” said Jill Hunsaker Ryan, executive director of CDPHE. “We will 
continue to exercise every precaution necessary to protect those who are vulnerable. We 



all play a role in slowing and limiting the spread of this virus.” 

The order requires:

These facilities are required to offer alternative communication methods for 
people who would otherwise visit the residents by using virtual communication 
tools and providing staff to assist the residents with those tools.

Third-party visitors who are critical to the resident’s care will be allowed to 
continue their services, with screening restrictions, to continue to provide the 
care, services, and supplies crucial to resident care. These include volunteers, 
vendors receiving supplies, agency staff, EMS personnel and equipment, 
transportation providers, and other practitioners.

The order mandates facilities to document symptom screening for all individuals 
entering the building, and make the documentation available to the department 
upon request.

In the event that the facility has a positive, or suspected positive case of COVID-19, 
the facility will keep records of visitation in order to prevent infection exposure to 
other residents.

“CDPHE is committed to protecting the health of our older Coloradans at these facilities 
while also protecting their rights to live a full and enriched life,” said Randy Kuykendall, 
division director of Health Facilities and Emergency Medical Services Division at CDPHE. 
“It is important to note that at this time there have not been any confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in these Colorado facilities. Public Health Order 20-20 is an important step to 
continue to protect the health and well-being of this vulnerable population.” 

Read the final order here. 

####

El Departamento de Salud restringe visitantes a lugares de asistencia para personas 
mayores  e instalaciones de cuidado intermedio

Denver (Marzo 13, 2020): Por instrucciones del Gobernador Jared Polis, el Departamento 
de Salud y Medioambiente de Colorado  (CDPHE) restringe a todos los visitantes a lugares 
de asistencia para personas mayores e instalaciones de cuidado intermedio para proteger 
la salud de los residentes y los trabajadores de esas instalaciones.  Estos lugares proveen 
cuidado a personas mayores con condiciones médicas comprometedoras.  

Mientras el 80% de los casos COVID-19 no son severos, los que habitan en estas 



instalaciones están en mayor riesgo de contraer COVID-19 y tienen índices mortales 
mayores. El Departamento está haciendo todo lo posible para proteger la salud pública 
por medio de medidas para disminuir el contagio de COVID-19 en esas instalaciones. 

“Todos tenemos la responsabilidad de proteger a los más vulnerables de contraer COVID-
19,” dijo el Gobernador Jared Polis. “Comienza con mantenerse aislado aunque se 
sienta bien y los síntomas no son severos.  Todos estamos juntos en esto y personas que 
amamos son particularmente vulnerables - nuestros padres, abuelos y tíos”.

“Hemos aprendido mucho de otros estados y estamos tomando este paso porque creemos 
que es necesario para disminuir la posibilidad de un brote en una de estas instalaciones”, 
así dijo Jill Hunsaker Ryan, Directora Ejecutiva de CDPHE. “Continuaremos con las 
precauciones necesarias para proteger a los más vulnerables.  Todos tenemos un rol en 
disminuir y limitar el contagio de este virus”.

La orden requiere:

Estas facilidades deben ofrecer métodos de comunicación alternativos a las 
personas que quieran visitar virtualmente y proveer a los residentes con esas 
herramientas. 

Visitantes que son cruciales para el cuidado de los residentes, serán permitidos con 
restricciones de revisión para continuar y proveer el cuidado, los servicios y el 
material vital para el cuidado de los residentes.  Estos incluyen voluntarios, 
proveedores, personal de agencias, ambulancias, transportación y otro personal 
especializado. 

Al presentarse un caso positivo o sospechoso de COVID-19, las instalaciones tendrán 
un registro de los visitantes para poder prevenir una infección a otros residentes. 

“CDPHE está comprometido a proteger la salud de las personas mayores en Colorado en 
estas instalaciones para proteger los derechos de estas personas”, así lo dijo Randy 
Kuykendall, Director de la División de las instalaciones de salud y emergencia médica de 
CDPHE.  “Es importante que hasta este momento no hay casos confirmados de COVID-19 
en estos lugares. La Orden de Salud Pública 20-20 es un importante paso para continuar 
con la protección de la salud y bienestar de estos grupos de personas vulnerables”.

Vea la orden final aquí en inglés  (LINK). 

####





<michelle.barnes@state.co.us>, elisabeth.arenales@state.co.us
<elisabeth.arenales@state.co.us>, kacey.wulff@state.co.us <kacey.wulff@state.co.us>,
Crestina Martinez - GOVOffice <crestina.martinez@state.co.us>

Dear Governor Polis, Lt. Governor Primavera, Senator President Pro Tempore Todd and
House Speaker Becker:

The undersigned organizations and entities that compose the Colorado Health Policy
Coalition submit the attached letter recommending certain actions and offering our support
in the coming weeks.

Regards,

Bethany Pray

Bethany Pray, Esq.
Health Program Director
Colorado Center on Law and Policy
789 Sherman St., Suite 300
Denver, CO 80203





Test Coverage: Insurers would be required to cover coronavirus tests and related services,
such as provider visits for testing, without cost-sharing or prior authorization requirements.
The cost-sharing prohibition would also apply to Medicaid, Medicare, TRICARE, veterans’
health programs, the Indian Health Service, and coverage provided to federal civilian
employees.

The bill would appropriate $1 billion to allow the National Disaster Medical System to
reimburse provider costs associated with testing uninsured individuals.

Major insurance companies — including BlueCross BlueShield Association companies,
Humana Inc., and UnitedHealth Group Inc. — have committed to waiving coronavirus test
co-pays, according to Vice President Mike Pence. 

Medicare currently covers testing without any patient cost-sharing. The Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services wrote in March 12 guidancethat states can modify their
Medicaid plans to eliminate cost-sharing for certain services, such as Covid-19 tests, as long
as their policy applies regardless of the diagnosis. The emergency declaration will also give
states more flexibility in their programs.
The administration is also examining ways to provide free tests to the uninsured, CDC
Director Robert Redfield said March 12.

Mask Liability: The measure would make personal respiratory protective devices a covered
countermeasure under the Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness Act (Public Law
109-148). The law allows HHS to provide liability protections for certain emergency
response products.

Nutrition Assistance

The measure would provide:

$500 million in emergency funding for the WIC program.
$400 million for the Commodity Assistance Program for the emergency food
assistance program (TEFAP), $100 million of which could be used for costs related to
the distribution of goods.
$100 million for grants to the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and American
Samoa for nutrition assistance provided in response to the virus.

SNAP Benefits for Kids: If a school is closed for at least five consecutive days because of a
coronavirus-related public health emergency, states could adjust their Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Programs (SNAP) to provide additional aid to households with children
eligible for free or reduced price school meals. 

Additional benefits would have to be equal to the value of the meals for each eligible child
in a household. Benefits could be distributed through an electronic benefits transfer card
system. The Agriculture Department could purchase food commodities to ensure it can
distribute them in areas where a public health emergency has been declared. “Such amounts
as are necessary” would be appropriated for the meal provisions.



SNAPWork Requirements: The measure would waive federal work requirements for
SNAP eligibility. The waiver would begin the first full month after the bill is enacted and
terminate at the end of the first full month after a federal coronavirus-related emergency
declaration is lifted. State-imposed work requirements wouldn’t be changed, but a person’s
participation in SNAP during the emergency couldn’t be counted for determining
compliance with work requirements. 

Other SNAP Benefits: States that make their own emergency or disaster declarations
related to Covid-19 could request emergency allotments of food aid to support increased
participation in SNAP and address temporary food needs. The provision wouldn’t change
the maximum monthly allotment for any household size. States would have to provide data
sufficient to demonstrate the need for additional aid.

Meal Program Waivers: The package would allow USDA to waive statutory requirements
for several food programs to ensure that meals can be provided during the emergency and to
implement safety measures related to preventing the spread of Covid-19. It would allow
nationwide waivers of eligible National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast
Program, Child and Adult Care Food Program, and Summer Food Service
Programrequirements. 

The department could waive nutritional content requirements and rules to provide meals
through the Child and Adult Care Food Program in group settings.

Waivers related to Covid-19 that increase the cost to the federal government for school
meals would be allowed.

USDA has granted waivers to 17 states as of March 12 to allow school systems to continue
serving meals during prolonged coronavirus-related closures. Several other states also have
waiver requests pending.

WIC Waivers: The measure would allow states to request waivers for the requirement that
WIC recipients certify their eligibility in person and for deferring biometric and bloodwork
requirements. USDA could also modify or waive WIC administrative requirements that a
state can’t meet due to the Covid-19 outbreak.

Coronavirus Emergency Leave

The agreement would create an emergency paid leave program to directly respond to the
coronavirus. Private sector employers with fewer than 500 workers and government entities
would have to provide as many as 12 weeks of job-protected leave under the Family and
Medical Leave Act (FMLA) for employees who have to:

Comply with a requirement or recommendation to quarantine because of exposure to
or symptoms of coronavirus.
Provide care to a family member who’s complying with such a requirement or
recommendation.
Provide care for child younger than 18 whose school or day care has closed because of
coronavirus.



The first 14 days of leave could be unpaid, though a worker could choose to use accrued
vacation days, personal leave, or other available paid leave for unpaid time off. Following
the 14-day period, workers would receive a benefit from their employers that will be at least
two-thirds of their normal pay rate. 

The measure also would modify the FMLA to allow individuals to use unpaid leave if they
are diagnosed with the virus, caring for a family member, or caring for a child whose school
or day care has closed because of a public health emergency through Dec. 31, 2020.

The Labor Department would be authorized to issue regulations to:

Exclude certain health-care providers and emergency responders from paid leave
benefits.
Exempt small businesses with fewer than 50 employees from the paid leave
requirements.

Workers under a multiemployer collective bargaining agreement and whose employers pay
into a pension plan would have access to paid leave.

Emergency Sick Leave

Private sector employers with fewer than 500 workers and government entities would have
to provide employees with paid sick time off to:

Self-quarantine.
Obtain a medical diagnosis or care for coronavirus.
Provide care for a family member who has been diagnosed or is in quarantine or for a
child whose school or day care has closed due to coronavirus.

Full-time employees would receive 80 hours of sick leave under the new emergency leave
program and part-time workers would be granted time off that’s equivalent to their
scheduled or normal work hours in a two-week period. Paid sick time could be carried over
from year to year. 

Workers would have to be paid at least their normal wage or the federal, state, or local
minimum wage, whichever is greater. They would be paid, however, at two-thirds of their
regular earning for providing caregiving to a family member.

Employers with similar existing paid leave policies would be required to provide workers
with the emergency paid sick time. An employer couldn’t require a worker to use any other
available paid leave before using the sick time. 

Employers would be prohibited from:

Requiring a worker to find a replacement to cover their hours during time off.
Discharging or discriminating against workers for requesting paid sick leave or filing
a complaint against the employer.



An employer could be subject to civil penalties for a violation of paid sick leave
requirements.
Workers under a multiemployer collective bargaining agreement and whose employers pay
into a pension plan would have access to paid emergency leave.

Employer Tax Credits

The measure would provide payroll tax credits to employers to cover wages paid to
employees while they are taking time off under the bill’s sick leave and family leave
programs.
The payroll tax, which funds Social Security, is a 6.2% levy on wages imposed on both
employers and employees. Employees’ share wouldn’t be affected by the bill.

The sick leave credit for each employee would be for wages of as much as $511 per day
while the employee is receiving paid sick leave to care for themselves, or $200 if the sick
leave is to care for a family member or child if their school is closed. The limit would be the
excess of 10 days over the aggregate number of days taken into account for all preceding
calendar quarters.

The family leave credit for each employee would be for wages of as much as $200 per day
while the employee is receiving paid leave, or an aggregate of $10,000.

The credit would be refundable if it exceeded the amount the employer owed in payroll tax.
Employers couldn’t receive the credit if they’re also receiving a credit for paid family and
medical leave established by the 2017 tax overhaul (Public Law 115-97). They would have
to include the credit in their gross income. 

State and local governments couldn’t receive the credit.

The credit would be in effect for wages through the end of 2020.

The Treasury Department would have to issue regulations or guidance to ensure employers
don’t manipulate the credit, to minimize compliance and record-keeping burdens, to waive
penalties for underpayments in anticipation of the credit, and to establish a process to
recapture credits when there’s an adjustment.

The measure would authorize the transfer of amounts equal to the credit, as well as lost
revenue from wages that are exempt from payroll tax, to the Social Security and disability
insurance trust funds from the general fund. 

Self-Employed Tax Credit

The measure would provide a similar refundable credit against self-employment tax. It
would cover 100% of self-employed individuals’ sick-leave equivalent or 67% if they were
taking care of a sick family member or child if their school was closed. 
Their sick-leave equivalent amount would be the lesser of their average daily self-
employment income, or $511 per day if caring for themselves or $200 if caring for a family
member. It would be available for 10 days over the number of days taken into account in



preceding years.

Self-employed individuals could receive a family leave credit for as many as 50 days for the
lesser of $200 or their average daily self-employment income.
Self-employed individuals would have to submit documentation, as required by the Treasury
Department.

The measure would establish alternate requirements for self-employed individuals who also
receive sick-leave pay from an employer. It would also establish rules for the credit to be
provided in U.S. territories. 

Unemployment Insurance

Emergency Transfers: The measure would provide as much as $1 billion for emergency
transfers to states in fiscal 2020 to process and pay unemployment benefits.

Each state would receive a proportional amount based on the share of federal unemployment
taxes paid by its employers.

States would receive half of their allocation within 60 days of the bill’s enactment if they
certify that they meet certain requirements, such as ensuring that workers can apply for
benefits online or by phone.
States would receive the remaining funds if their unemployment claims increased by at least
10% over the same quarter in the previous year. They would have to waive certain eligibility
rules for claimants and charges for employers affected by Covid-19. 
States could modify certain unemployment policies, including rules related to job searches
and initial payment waiting periods, on an emergency temporary basis to address the effects
of Covid-19.
The Labor Department announced guidance March 12 to clarify that states can make other
changes to their unemployment policies to cover affected workers. For instance, current law
allows states to pay benefits when workers are quarantined, or when they leave their jobs
due to a risk of exposure or to care for a family member, the department said.
Extended Benefits: Eligible laid-off workers can receive regular unemployment benefits for
as long as 26 weeks in most states.

After exhausting those benefits, individuals in states with rising unemployment can qualify
for an additional 13 weeks of benefits — or 20 weeks in some states — through the
Extended Benefits (EB) program.

The bill would waive a state matching requirement and provide full federal funding for the
EB program for the rest of 2020. To qualify, states would need to experience a 10% spike in
unemployment claims over the past year and qualify for a full emergency funding transfer
under the measure.

Interest-Free Loans: The bill would waive interest payments that states owe for the rest of
2020 on federal advances to their unemployment accounts.

Other Agencies



The measure also would provide:

$82 million to the Defense Department for Covid-19-related items and services
through the Defense Health Program.
$60 million for the Veterans Affairs Department.
$15 million to the Internal Revenue Service to carry out the bill’s provisions.
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Good morning Governors,
I want to keep you and your staff updated on actions taken at the Federal level regarding COVID-19. Early this morning, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (H.R. 6201)  by a
363-40 vote.  This package provides free coronavirus testing, secures paid emergency leave, enhances Unemployment Insurance, strengthens food security initiatives, and increases federal Medicaid funding to states. The bill now
awaits Senate action, which is expected the week of March 16.
Please find a summary of the bill attached. If you have questions or need additional information let me know and I will put you in touch with NGA s Government Relations team.
Best,
Bill
Bill McBride  | Executive Director
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HHS Funding & Health-Care Provisions
Nutrition: The measure would appropriate $250 million for Health and Human Services Department programs that aid elderly Americans, divided as follows

$160 million for home-delivered nutrition services.
$80 million for congregate nutrition services that provide food in group settings, such as adult day care centers and meal sites.
$10 million for nutrition services for American Indians.

It also would provide $64 million to the Indian Health Service for items and services related to Covid-19.
Medicaid Funding: States would be eligible for a 6.2 percentage point increase in their federal medical assistance percentages (FMAP). They would have to provide coverage of coronavirus testing without cost sharing and meet
other criteria, such as not imposing more stringent eligibility standards or additional premiums.
States could cover tests for uninsured people through their Medicaid programs and receive a 100% FMAP to cover the cost.
Medicaid funding for U.S. territories would be increased.
Test Coverage: Insurers would be required to cover coronavirus tests and related services, such as provider visits for testing, without cost-sharing or prior authorization requirements. The cost-sharing prohibition would also apply
to Medicaid, Medicare, TRICARE, veterans  health programs, the Indian Health Service, and coverage provided to federal civilian employees.
The bill would appropriate $1 billion to allow the National Disaster Medical System to reimburse provider costs associated with testing uninsured individuals.
Major insurance companies — including BlueCross BlueShield Association companies, Humana Inc., and UnitedHealth Group Inc. — have committed to waiving coronavirus test co-pays, according to Vice President Mike Pence.
Medicare currently covers testing without any patient cost-sharing. The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services wrote in March 12 guidance that states can modify their Medicaid plans to eliminate cost-sharing for certain
services, such as Covid-19 tests, as long as their policy applies regardless of the diagnosis. The emergency declaration will also give states more flexibility in their programs.
The administration is also examining ways to provide free tests to the uninsured, CDC Director Robert Redfield said March 12.
Mask Liability: The measure would make personal respiratory protective devices a covered countermeasure under the Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness Act (Public Law 109-148). The law allows HHS to provide
liability protections for certain emergency response products.
Nutrition Assistance
The measure would provide

$500 million in emergency funding for the WIC program.
$400 million for the Commodity Assistance Program for the emergency food assistance program (TEFAP), $100 million of which could be used for costs related to the distribution of goods.
$100 million for grants to the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and American Samoa for nutrition assistance provided in response to the virus.

SNAP Benefits for Kids: If a school is closed for at least five consecutive days because of a coronavirus-related public health emergency, states could adjust their Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Programs (SNAP) to provide
additional aid to households with children eligible for free or reduced price school meals.
Additional benefits would have to be equal to the value of the meals for each eligible child in a household. Benefits could be distributed through an electronic benefits transfer card system. The Agriculture Department could
purchase food commodities to ensure it can distribute them in areas where a public health emergency has been declared. “Such amounts as are necessary” would be appropriated for the meal provisions.
SNAPWork Requirements: The measure would waive federal work requirements for SNAP eligibility. The waiver would begin the first full month after the bill is enacted and terminate at the end of the first full month after a
federal coronavirus-related emergency declaration is lifted. State-imposed work requirements wouldn t be changed, but a person s participation in SNAP during the emergency couldn t be counted for determining compliance with
work requirements.
Other SNAP Benefits: States that make their own emergency or disaster declarations related to Covid-19 could request emergency allotments of food aid to support increased participation in SNAP and address temporary food
needs. The provision wouldn t change the maximum monthly allotment for any household size. States would have to provide data sufficient to demonstrate the need for additional aid.
Meal Program Waivers: The package would allow USDA to waive statutory requirements for several food programs to ensure that meals can be provided during the emergency and to implement safety measures related to
preventing the spread of Covid-19. It would allow nationwide waivers of eligible National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, Child and Adult Care Food Program, and Summer Food Service Program requirements.
The department could waive nutritional content requirements and rules to provide meals through the Child and Adult Care Food Program in group settings.
Waivers related to Covid-19 that increase the cost to the federal government for school meals would be allowed.
USDA has granted waivers to 17 states as of March 12 to allow school systems to continue serving meals during prolonged coronavirus-related closures. Several other states also have waiver requests pending.
WIC Waivers: The measure would allow states to request waivers for the requirement that WIC recipients certify their eligibility in person and for deferring biometric and bloodwork requirements. USDA could also modify or
waive WIC administrative requirements that a state can t meet due to the Covid-19 outbreak.
Coronavirus Emergency Leave
The agreement would create an emergency paid leave program to directly respond to the coronavirus. Private sector employers with fewer than 500 workers and government entities would have to provide as many as 12 weeks of
job-protected leave under the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) for employees who have to

Comply with a requirement or recommendation to quarantine because of exposure to or symptoms of coronavirus.
Provide care to a family member who s complying with such a requirement or recommendation.
Provide care for child younger than 18 whose school or day care has closed because of coronavirus.

The first 14 days of leave could be unpaid, though a worker could choose to use accrued vacation days, personal leave, or other available paid leave for unpaid time off. Following the 14-day period, workers would receive a benefit
from their employers that will be at least two-thirds of their normal pay rate.
The measure also would modify the FMLA to allow individuals to use unpaid leave if they are diagnosed with the virus, caring for a family member, or caring for a child whose school or day care has closed because of a public
health emergency through Dec. 31, 2020.
The Labor Department would be authorized to issue regulations to

Exclude certain health-care providers and emergency responders from paid leave benefits.
Exempt small businesses with fewer than 50 employees from the paid leave requirements.

Workers under a multiemployer collective bargaining agreement and whose employers pay into a pension plan would have access to paid leave.
Emergency Sick Leave
Private sector employers with fewer than 500 workers and government entities would have to provide employees with paid sick time off to

Self-quarantine.
Obtain a medical diagnosis or care for coronavirus.
Provide care for a family member who has been diagnosed or is in quarantine or for a child whose school or day care has closed due to coronavirus.

Full-time employees would receive 80 hours of sick leave under the new emergency leave program and part-time workers would be granted time off that s equivalent to their scheduled or normal work hours in a two-week period.
Paid sick time could be carried over from year to year.
Workers would have to be paid at least their normal wage or the federal, state, or local minimum wage, whichever is greater. They would be paid, however, at two-thirds of their regular earning for providing caregiving to a family
member.
Employers with similar existing paid leave policies would be required to provide workers with the emergency paid sick time. An employer couldn t require a worker to use any other available paid leave before using the sick time.
Employers would be prohibited from

Requiring a worker to find a replacement to cover their hours during time off.
Discharging or discriminating against workers for requesting paid sick leave or filing a complaint against the employer.

An employer could be subject to civil penalties for a violation of paid sick leave requirements.
Workers under a multiemployer collective bargaining agreement and whose employers pay into a pension plan would have access to paid emergency leave.
Employer Tax Credits
The measure would provide payroll tax credits to employers to cover wages paid to employees while they are taking time off under the bill s sick leave and family leave programs.
The payroll tax, which funds Social Security, is a 6.2% levy on wages imposed on both employers and employees. Employees  share wouldn t be affected by the bill.
The sick leave credit for each employee would be for wages of as much as $511 per day while the employee is receiving paid sick leave to care for themselves, or $200 if the sick leave is to care for a family member or child if their
school is closed. The limit would be the excess of 10 days over the aggregate number of days taken into account for all preceding calendar quarters.
The family leave credit for each employee would be for wages of as much as $200 per day while the employee is receiving paid leave, or an aggregate of $10,000.
The credit would be refundable if it exceeded the amount the employer owed in payroll tax.
Employers couldn t receive the credit if they re also receiving a credit for paid family and medical leave established by the 2017 tax overhaul (Public Law 115-97). They would have to include the credit in their gross income.
State and local governments couldn t receive the credit.
The credit would be in effect for wages through the end of 2020.
The Treasury Department would have to issue regulations or guidance to ensure employers don t manipulate the credit, to minimize compliance and record-keeping burdens, to waive penalties for underpayments in anticipation of
the credit, and to establish a process to recapture credits when there s an adjustment.
The measure would authorize the transfer of amounts equal to the credit, as well as lost revenue from wages that are exempt from payroll tax, to the Social Security and disability insurance trust funds from the general fund.
Self-Employed Tax Credit
The measure would provide a similar refundable credit against self-employment tax. It would cover 100% of self-employed individuals  sick-leave equivalent or 67% if they were taking care of a sick family member or child if their
school was closed.



Their sick-leave equivalent amount would be the lesser of their average daily self-employment income, or $511 per day if caring for themselves or $200 if caring for a family member. It would be available for 10 days over the
number of days taken into account in preceding years.
Self-employed individuals could receive a family leave credit for as many as 50 days for the lesser of $200 or their average daily self-employment income.
Self-employed individuals would have to submit documentation, as required by the Treasury Department.
The measure would establish alternate requirements for self-employed individuals who also receive sick-leave pay from an employer. It would also establish rules for the credit to be provided in U.S. territories.
Unemployment Insurance
Emergency Transfers: The measure would provide as much as $1 billion for emergency transfers to states in fiscal 2020 to process and pay unemployment benefits.
Each state would receive a proportional amount based on the share of federal unemployment taxes paid by its employers.
States would receive half of their allocation within 60 days of the bill s enactment if they certify that they meet certain requirements, such as ensuring that workers can apply for benefits online or by phone.
States would receive the remaining funds if their unemployment claims increased by at least 10% over the same quarter in the previous year. They would have to waive certain eligibility rules for claimants and charges for
employers affected by Covid-19.
States could modify certain unemployment policies, including rules related to job searches and initial payment waiting periods, on an emergency temporary basis to address the effects of Covid-19.
The Labor Department announced guidance March 12 to clarify that states can make other changes to their unemployment policies to cover affected workers. For instance, current law allows states to pay benefits when workers are
quarantined, or when they leave their jobs due to a risk of exposure or to care for a family member, the department said.
Extended Benefits: Eligible laid-off workers can receive regular unemployment benefits for as long as 26 weeks in most states.
After exhausting those benefits, individuals in states with rising unemployment can qualify for an additional 13 weeks of benefits — or 20 weeks in some states — through the Extended Benefits (EB) program.
The bill would waive a state matching requirement and provide full federal funding for the EB program for the rest of 2020. To qualify, states would need to experience a 10% spike in unemployment claims over the past year and
qualify for a full emergency funding transfer under the measure.
Interest-Free Loans: The bill would waive interest payments that states owe for the rest of 2020 on federal advances to their unemployment accounts.
Other Agencies
The measure also would provide

$82 million to the Defense Department for Covid-19-related items and services through the Defense Health Program.
$60 million for the Veterans Affairs Department.
$15 million to the Internal Revenue Service to carry out the bill s provisions.
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From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
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Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/13/2020
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A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/13/2020

THE LATEST: 

Denver Post Editorial Editorial: Please, do your part to help slow the spread of COVID-
19 in Colorado
Colorado public officials, including Polis, are making the hard but necessary decisions to 
take drastic measures in the face of the unavoidable wide-spread outbreak of a new 
virus in this state that has proven particularly deadly in other countries.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/13/colorado-coronavirus-do-your-part-
editorial/

 CNN: House passes coronavirus relief bill after Trump announces his support
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/13/politics/coronavirus-relief-congress/index.html

Governor, Lt. Gov. First Gentleman & Administration

9news: 1-on-1 with Polis: COVID-19 tests, social distancing, open ski lifts (video) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EnlM3zYYUYY 

9news: What Colorado's governor is now doing to respond to COVID-19 (video) 
https://www.9news.com/video/news/health/coronavirus/colorado-covid-19-public-
gatherings/73-05cd1c8b-8989-47ce-a69e-1917e8a7b504 

9news: Polis on COVID-19; Next with Kyle Clark full show (video)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78FhRSVE0Fg 

9news: Polis coronavirus call draws a crowd
Colorado's Governor invited 57 organizations -- including bosses from Broncos and 
Rockies -- that deal with large crowds to discuss the COVID-19 outbreak.
https://www.9news.com/article/sports/nfl/denver-broncos/mike-klis/polis-hosts-
conference-call-concerning-coronavirus/73-5d4bb14c-8816-48eb-86f7-87fefaf93071 

CBS NEWS: New York, Colorado governors call on "former" doctors, nurses to rejoin 
workforce
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo and Colorado Governor Jared Polis have each called 
on "former" health care workers to rejoin the workforce in order to support health 
systems stressed by the coronavirus.

According to Polis, former health care workers are anyone who is currently working in 
another field or is retired, but whose medical license is still active or can be 
reactivated.
https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/coronavirus-updates-cases-fears-deaths-us-
latest-2020-03-13/ 



Washington Post: Trump says he will partner with private sector to expand 
coronavirus testing but details are sketchy
Colorado’s health department also has launched a drive-through site in Denver, 
requiring patients to bring a doctor’s note saying they need a test. Such sites also are 
available in Oahu, Hawaii and Hartford, Conn.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/under-heavy-fire-trump-administration-
takes-steps-to-expand-coronavirus-testing/2020/03/13/f86b481e-6525-11ea-acca-
80c22bbee96f_story.html 

Today Show: This hiking ferret has summited 11 of Colorado's highest peaks
Thanks to a friend’s suggestion, Smith, 27, documents their adventures on Oliver’s 
Instagram page under the username hikingferret. She’s surprised how quickly thousands 
of people started following him and was delighted when Colorado Gov. Jared Polis 
recently mentioned Oliver on his Facebook page.
https://www.today.com/pets/oliver-hiking-ferret-has-summited-11-colorado-s-peaks-
t175483 

Denver7: Denver 7 Latest Headlines | March 13, 6pm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ph3Jzvy_y2E

Denver7:Press conference: First Colorado coronavirus death announced as El Paso 
County woman in her 80s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9On-Qa2Suc

Denver7: Coronavirus in Colorado: Update from Gov. Jared Polis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8yyqKi1YrM

FOX31: First Colorado coronavirus death reported in El Paso County
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uq5XvscC2eU 

Fox31: Right now, officials are providing new information about a coronavirus death 
in El Paso County. Watch live:
https://www.facebook.com/fox31denver/videos/502210537400039/ 

KRDO: WATCH LIVE: Gov. Polis addresses first death in Colorado due to COVID-19
https://www.facebook.com/KRDONewsChannel13/videos/2518657228448635/ 

GJ Sentinel: Colorado legislature implementing action plan in response to coronavirus
“We are taking steps to prepare the General Assembly for actions we may need to take 
to protect the public, and I am grateful for the willingness of leaders in both parties and 
in both chambers to work together during this public health emergency,” House Speaker 
K.C. Becker, D-Boulder, said.
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/colorado/colorado-legislature-implementing-action-
plan-in-response-to-coronavirus/article_ae489158-cf26-5754-b491-
7c7e832ae478.html

FOX31: Colorado Officials Turn People Away from Drive-Thru COVID-19 Testing as 
They Struggle to Meet Demand



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5wRWm8ZTPE 

Denver Post: Colorado confirms first coronavirus death since outbreak hit state last 
week
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/13/colorado-coronavirus-death/ 

Bloomberg: Colorado Reports First COVID-19 Death, Woman in 80s
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-13/colorado-reports-first-vovid-
19-death-woman-in-80s

Colorado Sun: Governor urges cancellation of large public gatherings as coronavirus 
testing shows more community spread in Colorado
The announcement comes as there are now at least 72 confirmed cases of COVID-19, the 
disease caused by the virus. The governor said all Coloradans will know someone who 
becomes infected.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/13/community-spread-colorado-coronavirus/

ABC NEWS: Coronavirus live updates: Trump declares national emergency, US deaths 
rise to 48
Colorado reports the 1st death
An 80-year-old woman is the first person in Denver with the coronavirus to die, public 
health officials said.
"While we were expecting this day, it doesn't make it any less difficult to hear and share 
this news," said Governor Jared Polis in a statement. "As a state we are in mourning and 
our hearts go out to the family and loved ones of the Coloradan we lost."
The woman, who lived in El Paso County, had underlying health conditions.
https://abcnews.go.com/US/coronavirus-live-updates-trump-europe-travel-ban-
begins/story?id=69575114

CNN: @CNN Colorado Gov. Jared Polis has activated the National Guard due to the 
coronavirus outbreak, his office said. The governor is encouraging any doctors and 
healthcare workers not currently working to reach out to previous employers to help 
increase capacity.
https://twitter.com/CNN/status/1238598064534929408

Denver Post: Colorado’s drive-thru coronavirus lab will move to the Denver Coliseum
The move was motivated by “safety and logistical” concerns, according to officials. It 
will now be staffed by a medical team from the National Guard.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/13/denver-drive-thru-coronavirus-closes-
weather/ 

Fox21: Colorado’s first coronavirus death reported in El Paso County

https://www.fox21news.com/health/coronavirus/colorados-first-coronavirus-death-
reported-in-el-paso-county/ 

Colorado Sun: Colorado announces its first death from the coronavirus

https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/13/colorado-coronavirus-death-announced/ 



AP: Elderly woman with coronavirus in El Paso County is 1st reported Colorado death
https://www.steamboatpilot.com/coronavirus/elderly-woman-with-coronavirus-in-el-
paso-county-is-1st-reported-colorado-death/

Denver Channel: First Colorado coronavirus death announced as El Paso County 
woman in her 80s
“While we were expecting this day, it doesn't make it any less difficult to hear and share 
this news. As a state we are in mourning and our hearts go out to the family and loved 
ones of the Coloradan we lost,” Polis said in a statement.

“I am deeply saddened to learn that we lost a Coloradan to a case of COVID-19 today. 
Our thoughts are with her family, friends, and community,” U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet, 
D-Colo., said in a statement. “In the midst of this public health crisis, I know Coloradans 
are up to the task of supporting each other and taking the necessary precautions to 
protect our most vulnerable. I will continue working with Governor Polis, the Colorado 
Congressional delegation, and our local partners to ensure that we are doing everything 
we can to combat the coronavirus and keep Coloradans safe.”
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/national/coronavirus/first-colorado-
coronavirus-death-announced-as-el-paso-county-woman-in-her-80s 

Colorado Politics: CDOT rolling out 10-year ‘accountability program' Friday morning
Shoshana Lew, the executive director of the Colorado Department of Transportation, 
will give a major speech on accountability and transparency as the foundation of the 
governor's 10-year priority plan on the Western Slope Friday morning, according to 
planning documents.

https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/cdot-rolling-out--year-accountability-
program-friday-morning/article_82b9cdf4-6532-11ea-9533-bbb0fc072bb7.html 

Gazette: Colorado House OKs delay, flexibility for county assemblies in five hours
https://gazette.com/premium/colorado-house-oks-delay-flexibility-for-county-
assemblies-in-five/article_81bb5a47-2c18-5b05-af31-f38da666038d.html

Westword: Colorado Announces State's First COVID-19 Death
https://www.westword.com/news/first-colorado-covid-19-death-revealed-11664927

Westword: Polis Deploys National Guard to Control COVID-19 Drive-Up Lab Crowd
https://www.westword.com/news/national-guard-deployed-to-denver-covid-19-drive-
up-testing-lab-11664242

CPR: In Unprecedented Move, Colorado’s Legislature Will Halt Session Temporarily 
Due To Coronavirus
State lawmakers are already about halfway through the legislative session, but only 
have one major accomplishment to show for it: passing a bill to repeal the death 
penalty. Gov. Polis is expected to sign the bill into law at some point, although the 
coronavirus outbreak has made it unclear when that will happen.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/13/in-unprecedented-move-colorados-legislature-will-



halt-session-temporarily-due-to-coronavirus/

CBS4: ‘News Isn’t Good’: State Budget Writer Warns About Coronavirus Impact On The 
Economy
“The news isn’t good to be honest,” said Moreno.

Not only will they have less money, he says, but will have to divert money for things like 
unemployment insurance. Gov. Jared Polis issued an executive order allowing people 
who are out of work because of the virus to draw on unemployment insurance.
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/13/coronavirus-colorado-legislature/

AP:  Colorado moves to increase number of doctors, nurses during coronavirus 
pandemic
https://www.fox21news.com/health/coronavirus/colorado-moves-to-increase-
number-of-doctors-nurses-during-coronavirus-pandemic/

Denver7: Colorado legislature plans to adjourn until March 30 due to coronavirus 
concerns
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/colorado-legislature-plans-to-
adjourn-until-march-30-due-to-coronavirus-concerns

5280: Denver-Based Travel Company Laying Off Employees Due to Coronavirus
Inspirato, a Denver-based luxury travel startup founded in 2011, instituted a significant 
round of layoffs on Thursday, citing coronavirus as the main impetus for the decision, 
according to current employees and internal emails.
https://www.5280.com/2020/03/denver-based-travel-company-laying-off-employees-
due-to-coronavirus/

Cortez Journal: Montezuma County Ag Expo postponed because of coronavirus

https://the-journal.com/articles/171142

Denver Post: Is it still OK to eat at Denver restaurants during the coronavirus 
outbreak? Yes, and here’s why.
“Honestly, I feel more concerned for the food-service workers than their customers,” 
said Elaine Scallan Walter, an associate professor of epidemiology with the Colorado 
School of Public Health in Aurora. “I don’t think there’s any reason for those who are 
not at high risk not to go out (to eat),” she added.

https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/13/denver-restaurant-delivery-pickup-safety-
coronavirus/ 

DBJ: Colorado AG's office has 'been in contact' with Amazon to fight COVID-19 price 
gouging, scams
“Colorado does not have a price-gouging statute like other states. If people believe they 
have been experiencing price gouging, however, our office would like to hear about it,” 
Lawrence Pacheco, director of communications for the  Colorado Attorney General’s 
Office, said in an email. “We will be vigilant in monitoring and identifying any scams 



that might arise during the coronavirus emergency, educating consumers, and holding 
bad actors accountable.” 
https://www.bizjournals.com/denver/news/2020/03/13/colorado-ags-office-has-been-
in-contact-with.html

DBJ: 'We’re doing the right thing' — 35 Colorado tech leaders band together on steps 
to counter coronavirus spread

https://www.bizjournals.com/denver/news/2020/03/13/colorado-tech-ceos-
coronavirus-action.html

Billboard: Post Malone & Billie Eilish Sneak In Final Shows Before Coronavirus 
Cancellations -- Critics Be Damned
Reps for Live Nation, the Pepsi Center and Malone did not respond to requests for 
comment. On Friday (March 13) Governor Jared Polis restricted gatherings to a 250 
people or fewer.
https://www.billboard.com/articles/business/touring/9335101/post-malone-billie-
eilish-final-shows-coronavirus-cancellations-critics

Denver Post: Hotels, convention centers, airlines caught in the coronavirus vortex 
facing $80 million loss
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/13/colorado-travel-tourism-operators-
coronavirus/ 

DBJ: Polis advises large events shut down, seeks help of more health-care workers as 
coronavirus spreads
Colorado's first COVID-19-related death was reported Friday afternoon.

It is largely for that reason that Polis is asking for elimination of large events where 
crowds of people would be in close contact with each other and be able to pass along 
the disease more easily. He is not demanding the closure of any particular events but is 
requiring there be safe spacing for them to go forward, he said.
https://www.bizjournals.com/denver/news/2020/03/13/polis-coronavirus-march-
13.html?iana=hpmvp_den_news_headline

CBS4: Coronavirus Update: Jefferson County Public Schools Deploys ‘Remote Learning 
& Work Plan’ For Next Week
https://www.google.com/search?
q=governor+polis&tbs=qdr:d&tbm=nws&ei=f1VsXoyOE9HG-
gSm85u4Cg&start=10&sa=N&ved=0ahUKEwjMydfciJnoAhVRo54KHab5BqcQ8NMDCHI

Kjct8: Sen. Ray Scott talks COVID-19 preps at the state capitol
https://www.google.com/search?
q=governor+polis&tbs=qdr:d&tbm=nws&ei=f1VsXoyOE9HG-
gSm85u4Cg&start=10&sa=N&ved=0ahUKEwjMydfciJnoAhVRo54KHab5BqcQ8NMDCHI

Space.com: Space Symposium 2020 postponed indefinitely due to coronavirus 
pandemic
https://www.space.com/space-symposium-2020-postponed-coronavirus.html



Steamboat Pilot:Routt County issues emergency declaration
https://www.steamboatpilot.com/news/routt-county-issues-emergency-declaration/

Denver7: Grocery stores are working quickly to keep up as shoppers clear out 
numerous shelves
During a Friday evening news conference, Gov. Jared Polis also encouraged people to 
find out if their elderly neighbors need anything from the store and offer to get it for 
them while they are out running normal errands in order to lessen the exposure of more 
vulnerable populations

https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/national/coronavirus/grocery-stores-are-
working-quickly-to-keep-up-as-shoppers-clear-out-numerous-shelves

Colorado Independent: Colorado public defenders seek to release people from jail 
before COVID-19 outbreak
Colorado’s public defenders are asking judges across the state to release jail inmates 
out of concern they could be hardest hit by COVID-19, the disease caused by the new 
coronavirus. 
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/13/colorado-public-defenders-jails-
covid-19/ 

Colorado Independent: Why not try to move the defunct Newseum’s exhibits to the 
Union Printers Home in Colorado Springs?
 Zubeck then got her hands on completed internal affairs reports.

Her being able to do that might have been a result of a new law Gov. Jared Polis signed 
in April that brought more transparency to completed internal affairs investigations. 
Before this law, just about every agency would routinely withhold such files, says 
Jeffrey Roberts of the Colorado Freedom of Information Coalition. “It was very unlikely 
you were going to be getting a completed internal affairs report, and now it’s a whole 
lot more likely because of this new law.”
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/13/why-not-try-to-move-the-
defunct-newseums-exhibits-to-the-union-printers-home-in-colorado-springs/

Westword: COVID-19 and the Inequities of Pandemics in Denver and Beyond
https://www.westword.com/news/covid-19-in-colorado-and-the-inequities-of-
pandemics-11663713

Westword: Polis Bans Gatherings of 250-Plus Over COVID-19, Three Patients Critical
Polis waited until near the end of his prepared remarks to address the question of large 
events, noting that the state was offering "additional emergency guidance for the 
cancellation of gatherings over 250" unless organizers can provide evidence of steps that 
will allow attendees to remain at least six feet away from others — an example of social 
distancing that's currently considered a key safety measure to prevent the further 
spread of the virus.
https://www.westword.com/news/covid-19-update-three-coloradans-in-critical-
condition-large-gatherings-banned-11664613 

CBS4: Complete News Conference: Gov. Jared Polis Provides Update On Coronavirus 
In Colorado



https://denver.cbslocal.com/video/4481346-complete-news-conference-gov-jared-
polis-provides-update-on-coronavirus-in-colorado/ 

Free Skier Magazine: Ski resorts respond to Coronavirus (COVID-19) with lift closures, 
canceled seasons

https://freeskier.com/stories/ski-resorts-respond-to-coronavirus-with-lift-closures-
canceled-seasons

Colorado Sun: CenturyLink, Comcast suspend internet data cap during coronavirus 
crisis
Gov. Jared Polis, who’s a gamer, acknowledged the importance of the internet in 
upcoming weeks if people are stuck at home under quarantine. They need something to 
do.
“I know it’s tiresome. I know it’s difficult. But when you test positive or your test is 
pending you do need to stay isolated for up to 14 days,” Polis said during a press 
conference on Friday.
He added that he’s also talking to Comcast, which is waiving the monthly $9.95 fee for 
its discount broadband service for new customers for 60 days. Comcast’s Internet 
Essentials — available college students on Pell grants, children on the National School 
Lunch Program and others on federal assistance — also got a speed boost to 25 mbps.
“We’re working with them on trying to expand entertainment options for people who 
are under an isolation order,” Polis said. “I get it. You may be bored out of your mind. 
You need to stay home. We’re going to try to expand your entertainment options — 
everything else you need — but we have to protect our most vulnerable populations and 
slow the spread.”
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/13/centurylink-internet-data-cap-comcast-
coronavirus/

Westword: AEG, Live Nation Respond to Colorado's 250 Capacity Event Cancellations

https://www.westword.com/music/aeg-and-live-nation-respond-to-colorado-
cancellation-of-all-250-plus-events-11664830

Mountain Mail: Buena Vista school district adapts to COVID-19 outbreak – trips 
cancelled, sports postponed

http://www.themountainmail.com/free_content/covid_19/article_ab2f1b80-6565-
11ea-b0fd-d3fc23491a9c.html

Brighton Blade: Chaos in the grocery aisles
Shoppers jumped into action after state officials confirmed three COVID-19 cases in 
Adams County and two more in Weld County. In a press conference Friday morning, Gov. 
Jared Polis said that grocery stores will stay open but he urged Coloradans to “be 
prepared with extra food and supplies.”
https://www.thebrightonblade.com/content/chaos-grocery-aisles 

Fox31:All federal jury trials in Colorado continued through April 3
https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/all-colorado-district-court-jury-trials-continued-
through-april-3/



Denver Post: Is it safe to go skiing during the coronavirus outbreak? Here’s what 
health officials are saying.

https://theknow.denverpost.com/2020/03/13/is-it-safe-to-ski-coronavirus/235384/

CPR:For State’s Nursing Homes, Coronavirus A Test Of Residents, Staff
Vivage Senior Living, which has 30 nursing and assisted living communities in Colorado 
started restricting visitors after Polis’ announcement. Jay Moskowitz, president and 
CEO, said that keeping patients safe is the number one priority.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/13/for-states-nursing-homes-coronavirus-a-test-of-
residents-staff/

Colorado Community Media: Colorado urges cancellation of gatherings over 250 
people, enlists more medical help as COVID-19 cases rise
https://wheatridgetranscript.com/stories/colorado-gatherings-over-250-people-covid-
19-coronavirus,296205 

Colorado Community Media:Colorado Legislature to shut down for at least two weeks 
amid COVID-19 concerns
https://wheatridgetranscript.com/stories/colorado-legislature-to-shut-down-for-at-
least-two-weeks-amid-covid-19-concerns,296217 

9NEWS: Polis, health officials give update on COV-19 response efforts in Colorado
https://www.9news.com/video/news/health/coronavirus/polis-health-officials-give-
update-on-cov-19-response-efforts/73-bbf1b5db-7a95-40eb-b4e5-0e365cf48f03
KJCT: Churches make changes amid coronavirus outbreak
With over 70 presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 in Colorado, Governor Jared Polis is 
recommending that all gatherings of 250 people or more be canceled.
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Churches-make-changes-amid-coronavirus-
outbreak--568789851.html 
 
Loveland Reporter Herald: Two people in southwest Weld County test positive for 
coronavirus
https://www.reporterherald.com/2020/03/13/two-positive-coronavirus-cases-in-
southwest-weld-county/

Aurora Sentinel: SENTINEL VIRUS UPDATE: Aurora Police say they’ll respond only to 
‘priority’ calls
https://sentinelcolorado.com/news/metro/sentinel-virus-update-state-health-officials-
release-school-closure-guidelines/

Denver Post: As schools close, Colorado prepares to shift coronavirus response to 
focus on softening impacts
With its expected longevity, Colorado health officials are limiting testing to those who 
are showing symptoms. By doing this, the state is preparing for a shortage of supplies, 
which can happen now that there is a global pandemic, said Hunsaker Ryan, head of the 
Department of Public Health and Environment.

“We don’t know what that is going to look like yet, but we just want to put it out that 
we need to think strategically about who we need to test,” she said.



https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/13/colorado-coronavirus-response-school-
closures/ 

9news: Denver cancels all events at city-owned venues through April 12
The announcement of the closures came on the same day that Gov. Jared Polis said he 
would cancel all events with more than 250 people unless organizers could guarantee 
effective social distancing would be put in place.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/denver-closes-venues-30-
days-coronavirus/73-e0f1894a-2492-4009-9b17-80663088e591

CBS4: Coronavirus In Colorado: Mountain Communities Ban Gatherings Of 50+ People
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/13/coronavirus-ban-gatherings-50-people-
colorado-mountains-summit-eagle-pitkin-garfield-county/ 

Gazette: Coronavirus live updates: New case of COVID-19 in El Paso County; Colorado 
cases now number 72, Polis urges no big gatherings; Colorado Springs drive-up testing 
center opens

https://gazette.com/news/coronavirus-live-updates-colorado-cases-now-number-
polis-urges-no/article_b86e1636-6527-11ea-ae4a-976a515b624b.html 

CPR: In Pandemic, Coloradans Of Faith Balance Guidance To Keep Their Distance With 
Need To Keep Each Other Close
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis said on Friday morning that he was "issuing guidance" requiring 
cancelation of large public gatherings of over 250 people. The bishops of the Denver, 
Colorado Springs and Pueblo canceled all Masses until further notice.

https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/13/colorado-coronavirus-churches-temples-faith-
cancel-services/ 

Chalk Beat: Denver, other Colorado districts closing all schools to slow spread of 
coronavirus
Other Colorado districts remain open for now. The diversity of decisions reflects 
Colorado’s principle of local control. Unlike governors in other states, Polis has not 
ordered any schools to close. Even as the Gunnison district decided to close, schools in 
Eagle and Pitkin counties remain open, even though they have more cases.
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/13/colorado-districts-closing-
schools-coronavirus/

CPR: Coronavirus Cases Grow Dramatically in Colorado As Large Events are Canceled
Polis announced he was "issuing guidance" encouraging cancelation of large public 
gatherings of over 250 people “unless they can successfully take steps” to limit contact 
between people to six feet. 
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/13/coronavirus-cases-grow-dramatically-in-colorado/ 

Coloradan: Gov. Polis bans large gatherings, implores people with coronavirus 
symptoms to get tested
https://www.coloradoan.com/story/news/2020/03/13/colorado-governor-jared-polis-



has-announcement-coronavirus/5041865002/ 

FOX21: 72 coronavirus cases confirmed in Colorado; Polis calls for cancellation of 
large gatherings
Polis said “it is just a matter of time” until Colorado sees its first coronavirus fatality.
The governor said Coloradans should not focus on the number of cases.
https://www.fox21news.com/health/coronavirus/gov-polis-updates-coloradans-on-
coronavirus-response/ 

Vail Daily: WATCH: Gov. Jared Polis speaks in El Paso County regarding first 
coronavirus-related death in state
https://www.vaildaily.com/news/politics/watch-colorado-gov-jared-polis-gives-
update-on-state-response-to-covid-19/ 

Steamboat Pilot: Steamboat area schools prepare for coronavirus in face of minute-
by-minute uncertainties
In South Routt, Superintendent Rim Watson said the district has been dealing with a 
large number of cases of influenza B on top of everything else. But as with the other 
districts, Watson said he has been following guidelines issued by federal, state and local 
health agencies and communicating those recommendations to his students and staff.
“This is going to be in our future,” Watson said of the spread of COVID-19. “We need to 
do our part.”
Before Polis’ directive, Watson said the district had been planning for every scenario.
https://www.steamboatpilot.com/news/steamboat-area-schools-prepare-for-
coronavirus-in-face-of-minute-by-minute-uncertainties/

Chieftain: Spring delay ‘frustrating’ for Pueblo area student-athletes
https://www.chieftain.com/sports/20200312/spring-delay-frustrating-for-pueblo-
area-student-athletes 

Colorado / US :

CPR: This Proposed Bill Could Supercharge How Colorado Monitors Its Air Quality
The most noteworthy part of the bill sets up a new enterprise fund, which applies to all 
stationary pollution sources, and would create a science advisory board and establishes a 
new yet-to-be-determined fee to establish air quality tests that would be “real-time or 
near real-time,” according to Fenberg.

https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/13/this-proposed-bill-could-supercharge-how-colorado-
monitors-its-air-quality/

CNBC: Trump gives people with student loans a break amid coronavirus
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/13/mnuchin-may-suspend-student-loan-repayments-
amid-coronavirus-outbreak.html

Huffpost: How Trump Blew The Coronavirus Response
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/13/politics/coronavirus-relief-congress/index.html 

NBC NEWS: Ice loss in Antarctica and Greenland increased sixfold in the last 30 years



https://www.nbcnews.com/science/environment/ice-loss-antarctica-greenland-
increased-sixfold-last-30-years-n1158161 







From: Angelides - GOVOffice, Eleni on behalf of Angelides - GOVOffice, Eleni <eleni.angelides@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd:
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 8:40:38 PM
Attachments: COVID 19 Response Press Release FINAL 6PM.pdf

FYI from Comcast - see note and attachment. 

--
Eleni Angelides
Deputy Director of Scheduling
Advisor to First Gentleman Reis

200 E Colfax, Room 136 | Denver, CO 80203
eleni.angelides@state.co.us | https://www.colorado.gov/governor/
Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: McDonald, Christopher (Colorado) <Christopher_McDonald@comcast.com>
Date: Fri, Mar 13, 2020 at 8:38 PM
Subject: 
To: Eleni.Angelides@state.co.us <Eleni.Angelides@state.co.us>
Cc: Price, Jennifer <Jennifer_Price2@comcast.com>

Eleni,

Please find below a note for Governor Polis that provides additional information on the many
ways in which Comcast is supporting our customers and our communities in Colorado during
this extraordinary situation involving COVID-19.  I am copying Jenn Price should you have
questions or need additional information.  I am also texting Governor Polis, as I promised him,
so that he is aware of this email and the information it contains.  Thanks so much for reaching
out to us today and for the long hours that you and the other members of the Governor’s
Office are putting in during this emergency.  The employees at Comcast greatly appreciate
your efforts.

 

Very truly,

Chris McDonald

SVP, Comcast

 

 

Governor Polis,



 

Thanks again for reaching out today about Comcast’s response to COVID-19.  I wanted to get
back to you with a more comprehensive response regarding all of the things Comcast is doing
to support our customers and our fellow Coloradans during this time.

 

First, we’re taking care of our employees – something that I know is important to you.  We
provide healthcare and other benefits to our over 9,000 employees in Colorado on their first
day of employment.  This includes sick leave that they can utilize for COVID-19 related
illness. 

 

Next, I’ve attached the announcement we just released.  It outlines how we are taking care of
our customers – and those who aren’t our customers – during this crisis.

 

Here are some highlights:

1. As we already discussed, we’ve provided complimentary broadband to the testing center
in Colorado Springs

2. Making Internet Essentials free to new customers for the next 60 days.  Thank you for
mentioning this during your press conference today. 

3. No Disconnects or Late Fees for customers for the next 60 days
4. Pausing our Data Plan limits for the next 60 days so that customers have unlimited data
5. Free WiFi for everyone via our hotspots – including non-Xfinity Internet subscribers -

for the next 60 days

 

Regarding your question about customers having an adequate amount of entertainment if
quarantined, we are not able at this time to build a unique package or offering that would be
timely and capable of implementation for those affected customers who would be difficult to
identify.  However, there is a rich supply of entertainment and information Comcast customers
can access quickly and easily as outlined below: 

1.  All Xfinity Internet customers get our product called Flex free with their service, which
features over 10,000 free movies and shows.  Customers can learn more about Flex at
www.xfinity.com/flex and can order their Flex device from that link.  We will ship it to
their home at no charge. You can also call or visit an Xfinity Store.

2. Customers with an Xfinity Video package get access to even more free On Demand
content based on the services they subscribe to.  They can simply say “free movies” or
“free TV shows” into their X1 voice remote. 

3. For those with school-age students at home, we’ve created new educational collections
for all grade levels that can be accessed by saying “education” into the X1 or Flex voice
remote.  Also, we have created a collection of the most current news and information on
Coronavirus accessible by saying “Coronavirus” into the X1 or Flex voice remote.



 

I hope these points and the attached press release provide you useful information regarding the
many entertainment options for our customers, but please feel free to reach out to me or Jenn
Price if you have additional questions.

 

Thank you for your leadership and demonstration of teamwork with companies like Comcast.

 

Christopher G. McDonald

Sr. Vice President, External Affairs

Comcast - West Division

O:  720 267-6020

M: 678 314-2616

F:  720 267-6100

 



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: CDPHE reopens drive-up testing site at the Denver Coliseum Saturday with support from the

National Guard
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 5:44:09 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Fri, Mar 13, 2020 at 5:10 PM
Subject: RELEASE: CDPHE reopens drive-up testing site at the Denver Coliseum Saturday
with support from the National Guard
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

 

    

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 
 

CDPHE reopens drive-up testing site at the Denver Coliseum Saturday

with support from the National Guard

 
DENVER, March 13, 2020: CDPHE will reopen its drive-up testing site in Denver 
tomorrow, Saturday, March 14, in a new location at the Denver Coliseum, 4600 
Humboldt St, Denver, CO, 80216. CDPHE moved the testing to a new location for safety 
and logistical reasons, and it will be staffed by a National Guard medical team.

This will be a drive-up testing site for patients meeting the requirements listed 
below. This location will be open 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 14. The 
testing center will be able to serve the first 100-150 people in line. 

After Saturday, CDPHE plans to move the drive-up testing operation from Denver to 



strategic locations throughout Colorado in an effort to detect cases early, identify 
community spread if it’s there, and launch targeted public health responses. CDPHE 
will post upcoming schedules and locations on our website as it becomes available. 

The drive-up testing site served more than 650 Coloradans on Wednesday and 
Thursday, March 11 and 12. CDPHE has confirmed 10 positive cases from the first 
tests collected at the drive-up site on Wednesday, March 11. The CDPHE lab 
continues to process the tests collected from the drive-up site and is contacting each 
person individually to notify them of their results
 
Because Colorado now has the capacity for private labs to conduct testing, CDPHE 
encourages anyone who is symptomatic or who believes they may have been exposed 
to COVID-19 to call or email their physician first for guidance, obtain a doctor’s order 
for testing, and request information about private providers where you can get 
tested. Always call first before reporting to a health care facility for testing. 
 
CDPHE and the National Guard have determined that traffic patterns, on-site 
staffing, and lab testing capabilities can handle a maximum of 100-150 vehicles in the 
drive-up queue. 

Testing at the drive-up site will take place from 10 a.m. - 2p.m. on 
Saturday, March 14.

The first 100-150 vehicles in the queue will have access to the drive-up 
testing; all other vehicles that arrive after that will be encouraged to 
seek testing from a private provider. Always call ahead and speak with 
the health care facility in advance before going there for testing or 
treatment.

If you have a medical emergency, call 911- do not report to the testing 
site, as it is not a care facility. If you have severe respiratory symptoms, 
especially shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, tell the dispatcher 
about your symptoms. Do not wait for a COVID-19 test to call 911.

If you are ill or suspect that you were exposed, but are not able to be 
immediately tested, please stay home, self-isolate, and contact your 
physician. 

For the safety of drive-up lab workers, hours of operation will be 
contingent upon safe weather. We will announce if we need to close the 
site due to unsafe conditions.

Unsafe conditions include any weather that can make personal protection 
equipment ineffective, such as any precipitation, wind, or colder 
temperatures. 



While waiting for their test results, individuals should stay at home. 
Those who receive positive test results may be issued isolation orders. 
Depending on test volume, we aim to contact individuals directly with 
their results within 72 hours.

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.
 

###

El Departamento de Salud y Medioambiente de Colorado (CDPHE) abrirá de nuevo un 

laboratorio móvil con el apoyo de la Guardia Nacional 

 
DENVER, Marzo 13, 2020: CDPHE abrirá de nuevo un laboratorio móvil mañana sábado 
marzo 14 en su nueva ubicación en una nueva ubicación Denver Coliseum, 4600 
Humboldt St, Denver, CO, 80216. CDPHE moverá el centro a un nuevo lugar por razones 
de logística y será con personal médico de la Guardia Nacional.

Este laboratorio móvil será para personas que cumplan con el siguiente criterio.  Abrirá 
de 10:00 am -2:00 pm el sábado marzo 14. El laboratorio podrá atender a las primeras 
100-150 personas en la fila.

Esto es con el objetivo de detectar los casos lo antes posible, identificar contagios en la 
comunidad y en caso de que así sea, responder adecuadamente.  CDPHE anunciará 
horarios y lugares de estos laboratorios en nuestra página de internet tan pronto esté 
disponible.

El laboratorio móvil atendió a más de 650 personas desde su apertura el miércoles 11 
de marzo.

Debido a que Colorado tiene la capacidad para que laboratorios privados hagan ahora 
las pruebas, CDPHE exhorta a cualquier persona que presente síntomas y que crea 
haber estado expuesto al COVID-19 a llamar o mandar un correo electrónico a su 
médico, obtener una orden para ser examinado y pedir información de proveedores 
privados donde se puedan realizar las pruebas.  Favor de llamar antes de acudir a un 
centro médico para ser examinado.  
 
CDPHE y la Guardia Nacional determinaron  el tráfico, el personal y la capacidad del 
laboratorio para atender a un máximo de 100-150 vehículos en la fila.
 

Se atenderá de 10 a.m. - 2p.m. sábado Marzo 14.

Los primeros 100-150 vehículos tendrán acceso a las pruebas, los vehículo 
que lleguen después serán enviados a proveedores privados.  Siempre llame 
antes a su proveedor médico antes de acudir a un examen o tratamiento. 



Si tiene una emergencia llame al  911- no vaya al lugar de exámenes.  Si 
tiene dificultad para respirar, dígaselo al operador.  No espere por un 
examen de COVID-19 para llamar al 911.

Si está enfermo o cree que ha sido expuesto, pero no puede tener la prueba 
inmediatamente, quédese en casa, manténgase aislado y llame a su 
doctor. 

Para mantener la seguridad de los trabajadores, la operación del lugar 
dependerá del estado del tiempo y avisaremos si necesitamos cerrar el 
lugar. 

Condiciones no seguras incluyen equipo de protección inefectivo por el 
estado del tiempo como lluvia, viento o temperaturas bajas. 

Mientras esperan los resultados, las personas deben quedarse en casa.  Los 
casos positivos recibirán órdenes de aislamiento. Dependiendo en el número 
de pruebas, se contactará a las personas directamente con sus resultados 
en los siguientes 72 horas.

Actualizaciones colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.
 
 

###
 

-- 
Conor Cahill
Press Secretary 

C 617-851-2125 
P 303-866-6324
conor.cahill@state.co.us |  www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: HQ - OIT, ServiceDesk on behalf of HQ - OIT, ServiceDesk <OIT_ServiceDesk_HQ@state.co.us>
To: All Employees at CDA; All Employees at CEO; All Employees at DOC; All Employees at GOV; HCPF All Employees;

All Employees at HC; All Employees at CDHS; All Employees at CDLE; All OIT Employees at CDLE; All Employees at
DOLA; All Employees at DMVA; All Employees at DNR; All Employees at OEDIT; All Employees at OIT-HQ; All
Employees at DPA; All Employees at CDPHE; All Employees at CDPS; All Employees at DORA; All Employees at
CDOR; All Employees at CDOT; cst upgroup@state.co.us; All Employees at CST; OIT Employees

Cc: OIT Change Managers; OIT Leadership
Subject: **Important Notice - Action Required - Read Our Tech Kit Before You Work Remotely**
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 5:28:07 PM

WHAT: OIT has created a Tech Kit: Guidelines & Resources for Remote Workers to 
provide requirements, guidance, and best practices to help employees maintain 
productivity while working securely online. The Tech Kit includes items such as 
equipment recommendations, security tips, G Suite productivity tips, Acceptable Use 
Policy reminders, and guidelines for using personal devices. The Tech Kit is available 
on TechU, along with other helpful resources. A link will also be available on DPA’s 
COVID-19 Personnel Information site.

WHEN: The Tech Kit is currently available. 

DO I NEED TO TAKE ACTION? Yes. Please familiarize yourself with the information in 
the Tech Kit before you begin working remotely. 

Questions?  Contact the OIT Service Desk: Call 303.239.HELP, Online at  OIT 
Customer Service Portal or email.



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: CDPHE reopens drive-up testing site at the Denver Coliseum Saturday with support from the

National Guard
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 5:16:22 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Fri, Mar 13, 2020 at 5:10 PM
Subject: RELEASE: CDPHE reopens drive-up testing site at the Denver Coliseum Saturday
with support from the National Guard
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

 

    

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 
 

CDPHE reopens drive-up testing site at the Denver Coliseum Saturday

with support from the National Guard

 
DENVER, March 13, 2020: CDPHE will reopen its drive-up testing site in Denver 
tomorrow, Saturday, March 14, in a new location at the Denver Coliseum, 4600 
Humboldt St, Denver, CO, 80216. CDPHE moved the testing to a new location for safety 
and logistical reasons, and it will be staffed by a National Guard medical team.

This will be a drive-up testing site for patients meeting the requirements listed 
below. This location will be open 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 14. The 
testing center will be able to serve the first 100-150 people in line. 

After Saturday, CDPHE plans to move the drive-up testing operation from Denver to 



strategic locations throughout Colorado in an effort to detect cases early, identify 
community spread if it’s there, and launch targeted public health responses. CDPHE 
will post upcoming schedules and locations on our website as it becomes available. 

The drive-up testing site served more than 650 Coloradans on Wednesday and 
Thursday, March 11 and 12. CDPHE has confirmed 10 positive cases from the first 
tests collected at the drive-up site on Wednesday, March 11. The CDPHE lab 
continues to process the tests collected from the drive-up site and is contacting each 
person individually to notify them of their results
 
Because Colorado now has the capacity for private labs to conduct testing, CDPHE 
encourages anyone who is symptomatic or who believes they may have been exposed 
to COVID-19 to call or email their physician first for guidance, obtain a doctor’s order 
for testing, and request information about private providers where you can get 
tested. Always call first before reporting to a health care facility for testing. 
 
CDPHE and the National Guard have determined that traffic patterns, on-site 
staffing, and lab testing capabilities can handle a maximum of 100-150 vehicles in the 
drive-up queue. 

Testing at the drive-up site will take place from 10 a.m. - 2p.m. on 
Saturday, March 14.

The first 100-150 vehicles in the queue will have access to the drive-up 
testing; all other vehicles that arrive after that will be encouraged to 
seek testing from a private provider. Always call ahead and speak with 
the health care facility in advance before going there for testing or 
treatment.

If you have a medical emergency, call 911- do not report to the testing 
site, as it is not a care facility. If you have severe respiratory symptoms, 
especially shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, tell the dispatcher 
about your symptoms. Do not wait for a COVID-19 test to call 911.

If you are ill or suspect that you were exposed, but are not able to be 
immediately tested, please stay home, self-isolate, and contact your 
physician. 

For the safety of drive-up lab workers, hours of operation will be 
contingent upon safe weather. We will announce if we need to close the 
site due to unsafe conditions.

Unsafe conditions include any weather that can make personal protection 
equipment ineffective, such as any precipitation, wind, or colder 
temperatures. 



While waiting for their test results, individuals should stay at home. 
Those who receive positive test results may be issued isolation orders. 
Depending on test volume, we aim to contact individuals directly with 
their results within 72 hours.

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.
 

###

El Departamento de Salud y Medioambiente de Colorado (CDPHE) abrirá de nuevo un 

laboratorio móvil con el apoyo de la Guardia Nacional 

 
DENVER, Marzo 13, 2020: CDPHE abrirá de nuevo un laboratorio móvil mañana sábado 
marzo 14 en su nueva ubicación en una nueva ubicación Denver Coliseum, 4600 
Humboldt St, Denver, CO, 80216. CDPHE moverá el centro a un nuevo lugar por razones 
de logística y será con personal médico de la Guardia Nacional.

Este laboratorio móvil será para personas que cumplan con el siguiente criterio.  Abrirá 
de 10:00 am -2:00 pm el sábado marzo 14. El laboratorio podrá atender a las primeras 
100-150 personas en la fila.

Esto es con el objetivo de detectar los casos lo antes posible, identificar contagios en la 
comunidad y en caso de que así sea, responder adecuadamente.  CDPHE anunciará 
horarios y lugares de estos laboratorios en nuestra página de internet tan pronto esté 
disponible.

El laboratorio móvil atendió a más de 650 personas desde su apertura el miércoles 11 
de marzo.

Debido a que Colorado tiene la capacidad para que laboratorios privados hagan ahora 
las pruebas, CDPHE exhorta a cualquier persona que presente síntomas y que crea 
haber estado expuesto al COVID-19 a llamar o mandar un correo electrónico a su 
médico, obtener una orden para ser examinado y pedir información de proveedores 
privados donde se puedan realizar las pruebas.  Favor de llamar antes de acudir a un 
centro médico para ser examinado.  
 
CDPHE y la Guardia Nacional determinaron  el tráfico, el personal y la capacidad del 
laboratorio para atender a un máximo de 100-150 vehículos en la fila.
 

Se atenderá de 10 a.m. - 2p.m. sábado Marzo 14.

Los primeros 100-150 vehículos tendrán acceso a las pruebas, los vehículo 
que lleguen después serán enviados a proveedores privados.  Siempre llame 
antes a su proveedor médico antes de acudir a un examen o tratamiento. 



Si tiene una emergencia llame al  911- no vaya al lugar de exámenes.  Si 
tiene dificultad para respirar, dígaselo al operador.  No espere por un 
examen de COVID-19 para llamar al 911.

Si está enfermo o cree que ha sido expuesto, pero no puede tener la prueba 
inmediatamente, quédese en casa, manténgase aislado y llame a su 
doctor. 

Para mantener la seguridad de los trabajadores, la operación del lugar 
dependerá del estado del tiempo y avisaremos si necesitamos cerrar el 
lugar. 

Condiciones no seguras incluyen equipo de protección inefectivo por el 
estado del tiempo como lluvia, viento o temperaturas bajas. 

Mientras esperan los resultados, las personas deben quedarse en casa.  Los 
casos positivos recibirán órdenes de aislamiento. Dependiendo en el número 
de pruebas, se contactará a las personas directamente con sus resultados 
en los siguientes 72 horas.

Actualizaciones colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.
 
 

###
 

-- 
Shelby Wieman
Deputy Press Secretary

C: 303.957.6011
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
shelby.wieman@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: CDPHE confirms 5 additional new presumptive positive cases in Colorado
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 5:14:49 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Fri, Mar 13, 2020 at 5:01 PM
Subject: RELEASE: CDPHE confirms 5 additional new presumptive positive cases in
Colorado
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media info@state.co.us 

 
 

CDPHE confirms 5 additional new presumptive positive cases in Colorado

DENVER, March 13, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) confirmed five new presumptive positive cases in Colorado, based on 
today’s test results. That brings the total number of presumptive positive cases to 
date to 77. The state lab has completed test results on more than 600 people in 
Colorado since testing started on February 28. 

Because of the large number of new cases, CDPHE is shifting to report aggregate data 
for new cases, instead of listing details on each specific case. Additionally, the 
release of these updated numbers of cases will now be released once per day, at 
approximately noon.

Total new presumptive positive cases: 5

Age of individuals:

20s - 1



40s – 1

60s – 2

70s – 1

County of residence:

Denver – 2

Douglas - 1

Gunnison - 1

Jefferson – 1

Resident/Visitor:

Residents: 5

Visitors: 0

Gender:

Female: 2

Male: 3

To ensure expedience on reporting presumptive positive cases, the state will provide 
overall testing statistics as soon as we are able on the website. 

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.
 

 

####

 
CDPHE confirma 5 nuevos presuntos casos positivos en Colorado

DENVER, Marzo 13, 2020: El Departamento de Salud y Medioambiente de Colorado 
(CDPHE) confirmó 5 nuevos presuntos casos en Colorado, basados en resultados de 
pruebas durante el día. La suma total es de 77.  El laboratorio ha hecho 600 pruebas 
aproximadamente en Colorado desde que se empezó con la realización de pruebas el 28 



de febrero. 

Debido al gran número de nuevos casos, CDPHE reportará información de nuevos casos, 
en lugar de dar los detalles de cada caso específico. Además, la publicación de estos 
números actualizados de casos ahora se harán una vez al día, aproximadamente al 
mediodía.
 

Total casos presuntamente positivos: 5 

Edad de las personas:

20s – 1

40s – 1

60s – 2

70s – 1

Condado de residencia:

Denver – 2

Douglas - 1

Gunnison - 1

Jefferson – 1

Residente/Visitante:

Residentes: 5

Visitantes: 0

Género:

Femenino: 2

Masculino: 3

Para asegurar la rapidez en reportar los presuntos casos positivos, el estado debe 
proveer estadísticas generales tan pronto sea posible en el siguiente website. 



Actualización: colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.

 
####

 

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice on behalf of Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To: conor.cahill@state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: National Governors Association"s COVID-19 Daily Update - 3/13/2020
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 4:29:31 PM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McBride, Bill" <BMcBride@nga.org>
Date: March 13, 2020 at 3:13:58 PM MDT
To: "McBride, Bill" <BMcBride@nga.org>
Subject: National Governors Association's COVID-19 Daily Update -
3/13/2020

Good afternoon Governors,
 
This is the second of a new National Governors Association daily email with recent
updates on the state and federal COVID-19 response that NGA staff have identified
as occurring in the past 24 hours. For a full list of state and territorial actions, please
visit NGA’s Coronavirus webpage.
 
As we continue to monitor this health threat, which President Trump officially declared
a national emergency today, we are working with states on their efforts. Thanks to NGA
Chair and Maryland Governor Larry Hogan and NGA Vice Chair and New York Governor
Andrew Cuomo for their leadership over the past weeks, as they worked both within
this organization and their states to provide guidance during this public health
emergency. Governors and state officials are leading the preparedness and response to
COVID-19, and this email outlines some of those efforts, as well as providing links to
online resources with further information to assist you.
 
My goal is to provide you with daily updates from the National Governors Association
to help you in dealing with the ongoing COVID-19 situation on the following topics:

Actions being taken by governors,
Key resources available on our website,
NGA activities to assist you in your response to COVID-19, and
Actions being taken by the federal Administration and Congress.

 
Questions From Governors
We’ve received a question from a governor about what states are doing around
keeping casinos open. If you have any information you’d like to provide on this, or have
a question you would like your peers or NGA staff to address, please email Ryan Solt at
rsolt@nga.org. We are available to provide technical assistance, share expertise and
experiences, and advocate on your states’ behalf as this situation continues to develop.



 
American Red Cross Request
In the face of coronavirus fears, the American Red Cross asks your help to
communicate three vital messages to the public:

Donating blood is a safe process and people should not be concerned about
giving or receiving blood during this challenging time.
More healthy donors are needed to give now to prevent a blood shortage.
Keep scheduled blood drives, which will allow donors the opportunity to give
blood. 

 
Actions Being Taken By Governors
 
State Emergency/Public Health Emergency Declarations
Please see the NGA website for links to each Governor’s order.
At least 40 states and territories and the District of Columbia have issued emergency
declarations: AK, AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DC, DE, FL, HI, IA, ID, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD, MI,
MN, MO, MT, NC, NJ, NM, NV, NY, OH, OR, PA, PR, RI, SD, TN, TX, UT, VA, WA, WI and
WV.
 
State Employee Restricted Travel/Restricted State Travel
At least 16 states have restricted state employee travel as a result of the coronavirus:
AK, AR, CT, FL, KY, LA, MD, ME, MN, NJ, NM, OH, PA, RI, VA and WI.
 
Website Updates with Resource Materials
 
State/Territorial Actions
This section outlines the most recent actions taken by governors and state and
territorial leaders. Given the fast-moving nature of these events, if we are missing an
action that you have taken that you would like to share with fellow governors,
please send those along to be included on our website and in the next daily update.

Arizona
March 12 –Governor Doug Ducey signed S.B. 1051, legislation to
appropriate $55 million to the Public Health Emergency Fund to support
Arizona’s efforts to combat the continued spread of COVID-19.

California
On March 13, Governor Gavin Newsom released information including
support for workers via unemployment insurance (UI) and disability
insurance (DI) who must quarantine or have experienced reduced hours
due to coronavirus.
March 12 – California issued a new executive order further enhancing
California’s ability to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. The governor’s
order:

Waives the one-week waiting period for people who are
unemployed and/or disabled as a result of COVID-19;
Delays the deadline for state tax filing by 60 days for individuals



and businesses unable to file on time based on compliance with
public health requirements related to COVID-19 filings;
Directs residents to follow public health directives and guidance,
including to cancel large non-essential gatherings that do not meet
state criteria;
Readies the state to commandeer property for temporary
residences and medical facilities for quarantining, isolating or
treating individuals;
Allows local or state legislative bodies to hold meetings via
teleconference and to make meetings accessible electronically; and
Allows local and state emergency administrators to act quickly to
protect public health.

Connecticut 
March 12 – Governor Ned Lamont signed an executive order that takes
several actions: 

Prohibits all events in the state with more than 250 people; 
Modifies the state law requiring schools to be in session for
180 days; 
Clarifies visitor restrictions at all nursing and convalescent homes; 
Authorizes the DMV to extend renewal deadlines to reduce crowds
at DMV branches; and 
Relaxes attendance rules for police academy trainees. 
The Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles ordered a 90-day
extension on all license renewals. 
Connecticut has made an emergency request from the Strategic
National Supply for a total of 540,000 additional N-95 protective
masks. 

Delaware
March 12 –Governor John Carney issued a State of Emergency declaration
to prepare for the spread of COVID-19. The emergency declaration also:

Requires the Delaware National Guard to take precautionary and
responsive actions to assist with Delaware’s response to
the coronavirus; 
Advises event organizers in Delaware to cancel non-essential public
gatherings of 100 people or more, to prevent community spread
of coronavirus; 
Allows the State of Delaware to conduct public meetings
electronically to prevent unnecessary public gatherings; and
Prohibits price gouging, or an excessive price increase of goods or
services, during the coronavirus outbreak. 

Florida
March 12 –Governor Ron DeSantis activated the Business Damage
Assessment survey to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local
business operations.

Georgia



March 12 – Governor Brian Kemp ordered most state employees to work
from home but has not shut down the state Capitol. He also initiated a
“call to order” for schools and daycares, which allows them to shut down
if local administrators are in agreement to do so.
March 12 – The governor requested $100 million in state funds to combat
COVID-19.

Guam
Governor Lou Leon Guerrero established a Central Interagency Task Force
comprised of local, federal and military partners.
The governor implemented a Temporary Economic Assistance and
Mitigation (TEAM) Plan to help small businesses:

Defers 40% of BPT access to loans and 90-day interest only
Financial institutions are deferring loan payments to interest only

Idaho
March 13 – Governor Brad Little declared a state of emergency.

Illinois
March 12 – Governor JB Pritzker ordered the closure of public events of
more than 1,000 people for 30 days.

Indiana
March 12 – Governor Eric Holcomb initiated several actions, including:

Requiring that that non-essential gatherings be limited to 250
people,
Schools provide a 20-day waiver of the required 180 days of
instruction,
Nursing homes restrict and screen visitors,
Daycare facilities implement social distancing practices.
The Indiana Department of Corrections has suspended visitation at
all facilities. Those who run senior centers and congregate meal
services are advised to consider suspending congregate meals and
services and arrange for home delivery. The governor is also
encouraging businesses to utilize telework policies, if available. 

Louisiana
March 13 – Became the first state to postpone the presidential primaries,
shifting its primary from April 4 to June 20. The state also is delaying
municipal elections.

Maine
March 12 – Governor Janet Mills recommended in a press conference
that gatherings with more than 250 people be postponed. The governor
also announced that she is suspending all non-essential travel by state
employees.

Maryland
March 12 – Governor Larry Hogan closed public schools across the state
for two weeks, and urged parents to prepare for, and put into place, plans
for continuity during a prolonged period of school closures. During the
same period, the governor and his staff are moving from containment to



mitigation strategies and limiting mass gatherings of 250 people or more,
in addition to calling in the Maryland National Guard.

Massachusetts
March 13 – The state will allow medical professionals from other states to
become licensed in Massachusetts in 24 hours.
March 12 – Governor Charlie Baker signed off on a $15 million spending
bill that will cover costs of monitoring, treating, containing and educating
the public about COVID-19.

Michigan
March 12 – Governor Gretchen Whitmer ordered closure of all K-12
school buildings, public, private and boarding schools in the state until
April 6.

Minnesota
March 13 – Governor Tim Walz declared a peacetime state of emergency
and urged Minnesotans to follow community mitigation strategies to
combat the spread of COVID-19.
March 12 – The governor restricted all state business travel for state
employees.

Nevada
March 12 – Governor Steve Sisolak declared a state of emergency.

New Hampshire
March 12 – Governor Chris Sununu announced a new order, issued by the
state’s insurance commissioner, requiring health insurers to cover
services associated with testing of COVID-19. It outlines a series of actions
that health insurers must take, such as offering telehealth services and
expanding access to prescription drug refills.

New Jersey
March 12 – Governor Phil Murphy canceled all public gatherings with
more than 250 individuals.

New Mexico
March 12 – Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham announced that all New
Mexico public schools will close for three weeks beginning March 16.

New York
March 13, 2020 –Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that the
Department of Public Service will not to cut off utilities to any person who
hasn’t paid their bill as a result of the coronavirus.
March 13, 2020—The Governor announced that NY State now has
authority from the FDA to conduct Coronavirus testing at 28 labs across
the state
March 13, 2020—The Governor announced the opening of the state’s first
drive through mobile testing center
March 12 – The Governor announced that gatherings with more than 500
individuals will be canceled or postponed.

North Carolina
March 12 – Governor Roy Cooper provided guidance to cancel or



postpone gatherings of more than 100 and to telework if possible.
North Dakota

March 12 – Governor Doug Burgum released recommendations around
large events and public gatherings which outline different strategies
based on three levels of risk, or thresholds.

Ohio
March 12 – Governor Mike DeWine announced all K-12 schools will close
through April 3.

Oregon
March 12 – Governor Kate Brown announced statewide school closures
for K-12 schools from March 16 through March 31.
Oregon is sending an Incident Management Team to Seattle-King County,
Washington, to support planners and public health officials through the
Emergency Management Assistance Compact.

Pennsylvania
March 13 – Governor Tom Wolf announces the closure of Pennsylvania K-
12 schools for 10 business days, effective March 16.
March 12 – The governor provided guidance for Montgomery County and
the state of Pennsylvania on reducing the spread of the virus.

Puerto Rico
March 12 – Governor Wanda Vázquez Garced announced that Puerto Rico
will be in a state of emergency and also announced the activation of the
National Guard.

Tennessee
March 12 – Governor Bill Lee issued a state of emergency to free up funds
for the treatment and containment of COVID-19.

Texas
March 12 – Governor Greg Abbott hosted a call with Texas legislators,
mayors, and judges, reiterating state support in the form of resources and
supplies, as well as encouraging locals to track expenses for potential
federal reimbursement.  

Utah
March 12 – Governor Gary Herbert in partnership with the Utah COVID-
19 Community Task Force issued official recommendations to: limit
gatherings of 100 or more people (including church); not participate
in group gatherings for individuals over 60 years of age or
immunocompromised; and restrict access to long-term care facilities.  
The governor also approved recommendations to the Utah Systems of
Higher Education and the Utah State Board of Education to transition to
online teaching. K-12 schools are being asked to prepare to close. The
Utah State Board of Education has approved a three-tier plan toward
closure and school districts are currently working with local health officers
to implement those plans. 

Virginia
March 13  – Governor Ralph Northam closed all k-12 schools for two



weeks.
March 12 – The governor declared a state of emergency to address
COVID-19. Guidance included a ban on work-related out-of-state travel by
commonwealth employees, implementation of state telework policies,
canceling specially schedule state events for 30 days and urging avoidance
of large public gatherings.

Washington
March 12 – Governor Jay Inslee announced closures of all public and
private K-12 schools in King, Snohomish and Pierce counties for the next
six weeks.

West Virginia
March 13 – Governor Jim Justice announced that schools will close
beginning Monday, March 16.
March 12 – The governor announced a state employee ban on out-of-
state and international travel and asked West Virginians to reconsider
non-essential, personal travel.  
The governor also issued guidance to state government offices to avoid
hosting large meetings, authorized emergency exemptions for the
acquisition of health supplies, and asked WVSSAC to suspend both the
boys and girls WV High School State School Basketball Tournaments.  

Wisconsin
March 12 – Governor Tony Evers declared a public health emergency and
restricted state employee travel.

Select Resources Available
The following are additional resources added to NGA’s website today. For a full list of
select resources, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.

Planning & Preparedness
CDC Guidance for Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for
Communities with Local COVID-19 Transmission
CDC Emergency Preparedness and Response
CDC Practical Steps to Keep Workplaces, School, Home and Commercial
Establishments Safe

Long-Term Care
CMS Guidance for Infection Control and Prevention Concerning
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) by Hospice Agencies
AHCA-NCAL Steps to Prevent COVID-19 from Entering Your Facility

Health Insurance
CMS Guidance for Providers on COVID-19 Test Pricing 
CMS Frequently Asked Questions to Ensure Individuals, Issuers and States
have Clear Information on Coverage Benefits for COVID-19 

Schools/Childcare and Universities
CDC Considerations for School Closure 
CDC Mitigation strategies for schools and childcare settings 
CDC Checklist for K-12 School Administrators.   
CDC Child Care and Preschool Pandemic Influenza Planning Checklist 



CDC Resources for Institutes of Higher Education 
Department of Education Guidance: Providing Services to Children with
Disabilities During Coronavirus Outbreak 

 
 
NGA Activities
 
SCAN Call
On Tuesday, NGA held our second State Coronavirus Action Network (SCAN) call with
136 key governors’ advisors and Washington Representatives/State-Federal Contacts
and experts. This call focused on strategies for communicating effectively with the
public as coronavirus testing becomes more widely available and additional COVID-19
cases emerge. Our government relations team also provided an updated regarding a
second emergency supplemental bill. Presentation slides can be found here and a
recording of the call is available here.
 
Because this public health crisis is advancing so quickly, we will be holding our SCAN
calls on a weekly basis moving forward. Our next SCAN call is scheduled for Tuesday,
March 17 at 4 p.m. ET. These calls are designed to share best practices among peers,
learn from subject-matter experts, and provide technical assistance from the National
Governors Association. The next call will focus on the decision making criteria and
strategies governors have used in their COVID-19 response efforts, including
restrictions on state employee travel and mass gatherings, as well as school closures
and guidance to schools and employers.
 
Social Media
We are following governors closely on social media and are sharing posts in real time.
Please follow NGA’s Official Twitter account to stay-up-to-date on recent state actions
and announcements on social media. If you wish to share any information via NGA’s
social media accounts, please email Bradley Peck at bpeck@nga.org.
 
 
Steps Taken By the Federal Administration and Congress
 
Steps the Federal Government Has Taken to Address Coronavirus
The following are recent steps the federal government has taken to address COVID-19.
For a full list of federal government actions, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.

March 13 – President Donald J. Trump declared a national emergency. The
declaration will allow the Administration to utilize the Stafford Act, the federal
law that governs disaster-relief efforts, to provide emergency funding to state
and local governments. During today’s announcement, the president:

Called on states to set up emergency operations centers immediately, as
well as called hospitals to activate their emergency preparedness plans.
Suspended student loan interest payments
Announced federal action on telehealth, nursing homes and hospitals.



More details on the declaration are included in an attached memo from our
Government Relations team.
 

March 13 — President Trump designated Admiral Brett Giroir, M.D., assistant
secretary for health and head of the Public Health Service, to coordinate testing
efforts among public health service agencies. 
March 12 – President Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends
the entry of most foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries
at any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the United
States. This does not apply to legal permanent residents, (generally) immediate
family members of U.S. citizens, and other individuals who are identified in the
proclamation.

DHS Acting Secretary Chad Wolf’s Statement on Presidential Proclamation
to Protect the Homeland from Travel-Related Coronavirus Spread
Fact Sheet – President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps
to Respond to the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of
Americans

March 12 – SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza issued a statement regarding
disaster loans for small businesses impacted by coronavirus.
March 12 – The U.S. Department of Labor announced new guidance outlining
flexibilities that states have in administering their unemployment insurance (UI)
programs to assist Americans effect by the COVID-19 outbreak.

 
Upcoming Actions: Congress is still negotiating the next COVID-19 supplemental. The 
House of Representatives was due to go into recess after yesterday, but remains in
town to work on an agreement on the “Families First Coronavirus Response Act” (H.R.
6210), which includes emergency provisions such as: paid sick leave, widespread free
testing, food aid and unemployment insurance. The Senate adjourned for the weekend,
but Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has delayed next week’s recess until a
deal is reached.
 
NGA has a strong teleworking policy, and while some staff have been working remotely
already, we are requiring telework for all staff beginning Monday, March 16 through
Friday, March 27. We will provide any updates and changes to this policy as
appropriate.
 
As always, please feel free to reach out to me with questions. Additionally, if you would
like technical assistance or more information from NGA, contact Maribel Ramos (NGA
Government Relations), Lauren Stienstra (Homeland Security and Public Safety Division)
or Melinda Becker (Health Division).
 
Respectfully,
Bill
 
Bill McBride  | Executive Director
 



National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street NW
Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001 

p/202-624-5320
c/703-370-2298
bmcbride@nga.org
www.nga.org

 
 
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any
attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this
transmission is not an intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it
to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete this message.



From: McBride, Bill on behalf of McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
To: McBride, Bill
Subject: Memo RE: President Trumps March 13th Emergency Declaration
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 3:38:38 PM
Attachments: NGA Memo Presidents March 13 Declaration.docx

Governors,
 
In addition to the daily Governors action update email, I have attached a memo that overviews
President Trump’s declaration that was announced today.
 
Best,
Bill
 
Bill McBride  | Executive Director
 

National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street NW
Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001 

p/202-624-5320
c/703-370-2298
bmcbride@nga.org
www.nga.org

 
 
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged,
proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient,
or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the
sender and delete this message.



From: Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby on behalf of Wieman - GOVOffice, Shelby <shelby.wieman@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: For Immediate Release: Governor Polis Provides Update on State’s Response to COVID-19
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 3:21:35 PM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Friday, March 13, 2020
Conor Cahill |conor.cahill@state.co.us |303-866-6324 

Governor Polis Provides Update on State’s Response to COVID-19

DENVER - Governor Polis, Denver Mayor Michael Hancock and public health and safety 
officials provided an update to the state’s response to COVID-19 (coronavirus) this 
morning. The Governor issued guidance around large gatherings as well as nursing 
facilities. He also urged Coloradans to keep perspective in these challenging times and do 
their part in stopping the spread of COVID-19.

“Coloradans are resilient. We’ve faced tough times before and we’ve weathered the 
storm,” said Governor Jared Polis. “We are in the middle of one of the greatest 
international public health disasters of our lifetime, and it is incumbent on all of us to 
take it seriously to protect our most vulnerable Coloradans and protect the ability of 
our state’s health care system to treat them. My administration is working around the 
clock to address this challenge and we are going to get through this together.” 

The Governor today issued guidance for large gatherings, recommending canceling or 
postponing any events with more than 250 people unless there are steps taken to ensure 
a distance of at least six feet between smaller parties at the event. This includes social, 
spiritual and recreational activities including, but not limited to, community, civic, 
public, leisure, faith-based, or sporting events; parades; concerts; festivals; conventions; 
fundraisers; and similar activities. Community venues where people are in transit, such 
as airports and malls, are excluded. The Governor has been in communication with local 
venues as those decisions are being made. Click here to read more. 

In order to scale up our health care workforce capacity, the Governor asked the Colorado 
Department of Regulatory Agencies (DORA) to cut through red tape on licensing medical 
professionals so that medical professionals with licenses in other states can be licensed in 
Colorado as quickly as possible. The state has already contracted to have dozens of 
nurses from out-of-state arrive on Monday to help with Colorado communities that have 
been hit the hardest. CDPHE has also authorized every EMT and paramedic in the state to 
administer the test.

The Governor also discussed the state’s efforts to protect vulnerable populations and 
issued an official order restricting visitors at all skilled nursing facilities, assisted living 
residences and intermediate care facilities. These facilities will now restrict the 
visitation of non-essential individuals, screen 100 percent of essential individuals prior to 



entry, and follow protocol if there are any suspected cases. Read more here.

The Governor applauded Pitkin County for standing up a mobile testing lab for their 
community. The state continues working to open up additional testing sites, but needs 
more medical providers to come online. The Governor thanked UC Health, Children’s 
Hospital, Centura, Kaiser Permanente, and community health centers such as Stride for 
the work that they have done already to collect samples and send out to LabCorp. 

The Governor also asked doctors and nurses who are not currently out of the workforce 
or retired to reconnect with their past employers in the event the state needs surge 
capacity.  

The Polis administration will continue to be in close coordination with hospitals about the 
management of their critical caseload and their elective caseload to best serve the 
public shall our systems become strained. The Governor also reached out to Anschutz 
Medical Campus and asked them if they could tap into their network of qualified nursing, 
medical professionals, pharmaceutical experts, and other graduate students to help the 
conducting COVID-19 testing to help increase capacity.

The Division of Insurance has made allowances for seniors to get an extra month’s supply 
of prescription medications.

Furthermore, the state activated the National Guard, and there are over a dozen medics 
in the National Guard being trained up so they can provide additional testing capacity 
around the state and train other community medical providers on standing up their own 
mobile testing labs.

Watch today’s press conference here. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: McBride, Bill on behalf of McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
To: McBride, Bill
Subject: National Governors Association"s COVID-19 Daily Update - 3/13/2020
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 3:14:17 PM

Good afternoon Governors,
 
This is the second of a new National Governors Association daily email with recent updates on the
state and federal COVID-19 response that NGA staff have identified as occurring in the past 24
hours. For a full list of state and territorial actions, please visit NGA’s Coronavirus webpage.
 
As we continue to monitor this health threat, which President Trump officially declared a national
emergency today, we are working with states on their efforts. Thanks to NGA Chair and Maryland
Governor Larry Hogan and NGA Vice Chair and New York Governor Andrew Cuomo for their
leadership over the past weeks, as they worked both within this organization and their states to
provide guidance during this public health emergency. Governors and state officials are leading the
preparedness and response to COVID-19, and this email outlines some of those efforts, as well as
providing links to online resources with further information to assist you.
 
My goal is to provide you with daily updates from the National Governors Association to help you in
dealing with the ongoing COVID-19 situation on the following topics:

Actions being taken by governors,
Key resources available on our website,
NGA activities to assist you in your response to COVID-19, and
Actions being taken by the federal Administration and Congress.

 
Questions From Governors
We’ve received a question from a governor about what states are doing around keeping casinos
open. If you have any information you’d like to provide on this, or have a question you would like
your peers or NGA staff to address, please email Ryan Solt at rsolt@nga.org. We are available to
provide technical assistance, share expertise and experiences, and advocate on your states’ behalf as
this situation continues to develop.
 
American Red Cross Request
In the face of coronavirus fears, the American Red Cross asks your help to communicate three vital
messages to the public:

Donating blood is a safe process and people should not be concerned about giving or
receiving blood during this challenging time.
More healthy donors are needed to give now to prevent a blood shortage.
Keep scheduled blood drives, which will allow donors the opportunity to give blood. 

 
Actions Being Taken By Governors
 
State Emergency/Public Health Emergency Declarations
Please see the NGA website for links to each Governor’s order.
At least 40 states and territories and the District of Columbia have issued emergency declarations:



AK, AR, AZ, CA, CO, CT, DC, DE, FL, HI, IA, ID, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD, MI, MN, MO, MT, NC, NJ, NM,
NV, NY, OH, OR, PA, PR, RI, SD, TN, TX, UT, VA, WA, WI and WV.
 
State Employee Restricted Travel/Restricted State Travel
At least 16 states have restricted state employee travel as a result of the coronavirus: AK, AR, CT, FL,
KY, LA, MD, ME, MN, NJ, NM, OH, PA, RI, VA and WI.
 
Website Updates with Resource Materials
 
State/Territorial Actions
This section outlines the most recent actions taken by governors and state and territorial leaders.
Given the fast-moving nature of these events, if we are missing an action that you have taken
that you would like to share with fellow governors, please send those along to be included on our
website and in the next daily update.

Arizona
March 12 –Governor Doug Ducey signed S.B. 1051, legislation to appropriate $55
million to the Public Health Emergency Fund to support Arizona’s efforts to combat the
continued spread of COVID-19.

California
On March 13, Governor Gavin Newsom released information including support for
workers via unemployment insurance (UI) and disability insurance (DI) who must
quarantine or have experienced reduced hours due to coronavirus.
March 12 – California issued a new executive order further enhancing California’s
ability to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. The governor’s order:

Waives the one-week waiting period for people who are unemployed and/or
disabled as a result of COVID-19;
Delays the deadline for state tax filing by 60 days for individuals and businesses
unable to file on time based on compliance with public health requirements
related to COVID-19 filings;
Directs residents to follow public health directives and guidance, including to
cancel large non-essential gatherings that do not meet state criteria;
Readies the state to commandeer property for temporary residences and
medical facilities for quarantining, isolating or treating individuals;
Allows local or state legislative bodies to hold meetings via teleconference and
to make meetings accessible electronically; and
Allows local and state emergency administrators to act quickly to protect public
health.

Connecticut 
March 12 – Governor Ned Lamont signed an executive order that takes several
actions: 

Prohibits all events in the state with more than 250 people; 
Modifies the state law requiring schools to be in session for 180 days; 
Clarifies visitor restrictions at all nursing and convalescent homes; 
Authorizes the DMV to extend renewal deadlines to reduce crowds at DMV
branches; and 



Relaxes attendance rules for police academy trainees. 
The Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles ordered a 90-day extension on
all license renewals. 
Connecticut has made an emergency request from the Strategic National Supply
for a total of 540,000 additional N-95 protective masks. 

Delaware
March 12 –Governor John Carney issued a State of Emergency declaration to prepare
for the spread of COVID-19. The emergency declaration also:

Requires the Delaware National Guard to take precautionary and responsive
actions to assist with Delaware’s response to the coronavirus; 
Advises event organizers in Delaware to cancel non-essential public gatherings of
100 people or more, to prevent community spread of coronavirus; 
Allows the State of Delaware to conduct public meetings electronically to
prevent unnecessary public gatherings; and
Prohibits price gouging, or an excessive price increase of goods or services,
during the coronavirus outbreak. 

Florida
March 12 –Governor Ron DeSantis activated the Business Damage Assessment survey
to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local business operations.

Georgia
March 12 – Governor Brian Kemp ordered most state employees to work from home
but has not shut down the state Capitol. He also initiated a “call to order” for schools
and daycares, which allows them to shut down if local administrators are in agreement
to do so.
March 12 – The governor requested $100 million in state funds to combat COVID-19.

Guam
Governor Lou Leon Guerrero established a Central Interagency Task Force comprised of
local, federal and military partners.
The governor implemented a Temporary Economic Assistance and Mitigation (TEAM)
Plan to help small businesses:

Defers 40% of BPT access to loans and 90-day interest only
Financial institutions are deferring loan payments to interest only

Idaho
March 13 – Governor Brad Little declared a state of emergency.

Illinois
March 12 – Governor JB Pritzker ordered the closure of public events of more than
1,000 people for 30 days.

Indiana
March 12 – Governor Eric Holcomb initiated several actions, including:

Requiring that that non-essential gatherings be limited to 250 people,
Schools provide a 20-day waiver of the required 180 days of instruction,
Nursing homes restrict and screen visitors,
Daycare facilities implement social distancing practices.
The Indiana Department of Corrections has suspended visitation at all
facilities. Those who run senior centers and congregate meal services are



advised to consider suspending congregate meals and services and arrange for
home delivery. The governor is also encouraging businesses to utilize telework
policies, if available. 

Louisiana
March 13 – Became the first state to postpone the presidential primaries, shifting its
primary from April 4 to June 20. The state also is delaying municipal elections.

Maine
March 12 – Governor Janet Mills recommended in a press conference that gatherings
with more than 250 people be postponed. The governor also announced that she is
suspending all non-essential travel by state employees.

Maryland
March 12 – Governor Larry Hogan closed public schools across the state for two weeks,
and urged parents to prepare for, and put into place, plans for continuity during a
prolonged period of school closures. During the same period, the governor and his staff
are moving from containment to mitigation strategies and limiting mass gatherings of
250 people or more, in addition to calling in the Maryland National Guard.

Massachusetts
March 13 – The state will allow medical professionals from other states to become
licensed in Massachusetts in 24 hours.
March 12 – Governor Charlie Baker signed off on a $15 million spending bill that will
cover costs of monitoring, treating, containing and educating the public about COVID-
19.

Michigan
March 12 – Governor Gretchen Whitmer ordered closure of all K-12 school buildings,
public, private and boarding schools in the state until April 6.

Minnesota
March 13 – Governor Tim Walz declared a peacetime state of emergency and urged
Minnesotans to follow community mitigation strategies to combat the spread of
COVID-19.
March 12 – The governor restricted all state business travel for state employees.

Nevada
March 12 – Governor Steve Sisolak declared a state of emergency.

New Hampshire
March 12 – Governor Chris Sununu announced a new order, issued by the state’s
insurance commissioner, requiring health insurers to cover services associated with
testing of COVID-19. It outlines a series of actions that health insurers must take, such
as offering telehealth services and expanding access to prescription drug refills.

New Jersey
March 12 – Governor Phil Murphy canceled all public gatherings with more than 250
individuals.

New Mexico
March 12 – Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham announced that all New Mexico public
schools will close for three weeks beginning March 16.

New York
March 13, 2020 –Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that the Department of Public



Service will not to cut off utilities to any person who hasn’t paid their bill as a result of
the coronavirus.
March 13, 2020—The Governor announced that NY State now has authority from the
FDA to conduct Coronavirus testing at 28 labs across the state
March 13, 2020—The Governor announced the opening of the state’s first drive
through mobile testing center
March 12 – The Governor announced that gatherings with more than 500 individuals
will be canceled or postponed.

North Carolina
March 12 – Governor Roy Cooper provided guidance to cancel or postpone gatherings
of more than 100 and to telework if possible.

North Dakota
March 12 – Governor Doug Burgum released recommendations around large events
and public gatherings which outline different strategies based on three levels of risk, or
thresholds.

Ohio
March 12 – Governor Mike DeWine announced all K-12 schools will close through April
3.

Oregon
March 12 – Governor Kate Brown announced statewide school closures for K-12
schools from March 16 through March 31.
Oregon is sending an Incident Management Team to Seattle-King County, Washington,
to support planners and public health officials through the Emergency Management
Assistance Compact.

Pennsylvania
March 13 – Governor Tom Wolf announces the closure of Pennsylvania K-12 schools
for 10 business days, effective March 16.
March 12 – The governor provided guidance for Montgomery County and the state of
Pennsylvania on reducing the spread of the virus.

Puerto Rico
March 12 – Governor Wanda Vázquez Garced announced that Puerto Rico will be in a
state of emergency and also announced the activation of the National Guard.

Tennessee
March 12 – Governor Bill Lee issued a state of emergency to free up funds for the
treatment and containment of COVID-19.

Texas
March 12 – Governor Greg Abbott hosted a call with Texas legislators, mayors, and
judges, reiterating state support in the form of resources and supplies, as well as
encouraging locals to track expenses for potential federal reimbursement.  

Utah
March 12 – Governor Gary Herbert in partnership with the Utah COVID-19 Community
Task Force issued official recommendations to: limit gatherings of 100 or more
people (including church); not participate in group gatherings for individuals over 60
years of age or immunocompromised; and restrict access to long-term care facilities.  
The governor also approved recommendations to the Utah Systems of Higher



Education and the Utah State Board of Education to transition to online teaching. K-12
schools are being asked to prepare to close. The Utah State Board of Education has
approved a three-tier plan toward closure and school districts are currently working
with local health officers to implement those plans. 

Virginia
March 13  – Governor Ralph Northam closed all k-12 schools for two weeks.
March 12 – The governor declared a state of emergency to address COVID-19.
Guidance included a ban on work-related out-of-state travel by commonwealth
employees, implementation of state telework policies, canceling specially schedule
state events for 30 days and urging avoidance of large public gatherings.

Washington
March 12 – Governor Jay Inslee announced closures of all public and private K-12
schools in King, Snohomish and Pierce counties for the next six weeks.

West Virginia
March 13 – Governor Jim Justice announced that schools will close beginning Monday,
March 16.
March 12 – The governor announced a state employee ban on out-of-state and
international travel and asked West Virginians to reconsider non-essential, personal
travel.  
The governor also issued guidance to state government offices to avoid hosting large
meetings, authorized emergency exemptions for the acquisition of health supplies, and
asked WVSSAC to suspend both the boys and girls WV High School State School
Basketball Tournaments.  

Wisconsin
March 12 – Governor Tony Evers declared a public health emergency and restricted
state employee travel.

Select Resources Available
The following are additional resources added to NGA’s website today. For a full list of select
resources, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.

Planning & Preparedness
CDC Guidance for Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local
COVID-19 Transmission
CDC Emergency Preparedness and Response
CDC Practical Steps to Keep Workplaces, School, Home and Commercial Establishments
Safe

Long-Term Care
CMS Guidance for Infection Control and Prevention Concerning Coronavirus Disease
2019 (COVID-19) by Hospice Agencies
AHCA-NCAL Steps to Prevent COVID-19 from Entering Your Facility

Health Insurance
CMS Guidance for Providers on COVID-19 Test Pricing 
CMS Frequently Asked Questions to Ensure Individuals, Issuers and States have Clear
Information on Coverage Benefits for COVID-19 

Schools/Childcare and Universities
CDC Considerations for School Closure 



CDC Mitigation strategies for schools and childcare settings 
CDC Checklist for K-12 School Administrators.   
CDC Child Care and Preschool Pandemic Influenza Planning Checklist 
CDC Resources for Institutes of Higher Education 
Department of Education Guidance: Providing Services to Children with Disabilities
During Coronavirus Outbreak 

 
 
NGA Activities
 
SCAN Call
On Tuesday, NGA held our second State Coronavirus Action Network (SCAN) call with 136 key
governors’ advisors and Washington Representatives/State-Federal Contacts and experts. This call
focused on strategies for communicating effectively with the public as coronavirus testing becomes
more widely available and additional COVID-19 cases emerge. Our government relations team also
provided an updated regarding a second emergency supplemental bill. Presentation slides can be
found here and a recording of the call is available here.
 
Because this public health crisis is advancing so quickly, we will be holding our SCAN calls on a
weekly basis moving forward. Our next SCAN call is scheduled for Tuesday, March 17 at 4 p.m. ET.
These calls are designed to share best practices among peers, learn from subject-matter experts,
and provide technical assistance from the National Governors Association. The next call will focus on
the decision making criteria and strategies governors have used in their COVID-19 response efforts,
including restrictions on state employee travel and mass gatherings, as well as school closures and
guidance to schools and employers.
 
Social Media
We are following governors closely on social media and are sharing posts in real time. Please follow
NGA’s Official Twitter account to stay-up-to-date on recent state actions and announcements on
social media. If you wish to share any information via NGA’s social media accounts, please email
Bradley Peck at bpeck@nga.org.
 
 
Steps Taken By the Federal Administration and Congress
 
Steps the Federal Government Has Taken to Address Coronavirus
The following are recent steps the federal government has taken to address COVID-19. For a full list
of federal government actions, please visit NGA’s coronavirus webpage.

March 13 – President Donald J. Trump declared a national emergency. The declaration will
allow the Administration to utilize the Stafford Act, the federal law that governs disaster-relief
efforts, to provide emergency funding to state and local governments. During today’s
announcement, the president:

Called on states to set up emergency operations centers immediately, as well as called
hospitals to activate their emergency preparedness plans.
Suspended student loan interest payments



Announced federal action on telehealth, nursing homes and hospitals.
More details on the declaration are included in an attached memo from our Government
Relations team.
 

March 13 — President Trump designated Admiral Brett Giroir, M.D., assistant secretary for
health and head of the Public Health Service, to coordinate testing efforts among public
health service agencies. 
March 12 – President Trump signed a Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of
most foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at any point during the
14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the United States. This does not apply to legal
permanent residents, (generally) immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other
individuals who are identified in the proclamation.

DHS Acting Secretary Chad Wolf’s Statement on Presidential Proclamation to Protect
the Homeland from Travel-Related Coronavirus Spread
Fact Sheet – President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented Steps to Respond to
the Coronavirus and Protect the Health and Safety of Americans

March 12 – SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza issued a statement regarding disaster loans for
small businesses impacted by coronavirus.
March 12 – The U.S. Department of Labor announced new guidance outlining flexibilities that
states have in administering their unemployment insurance (UI) programs to assist Americans
effect by the COVID-19 outbreak.

 
Upcoming Actions: Congress is still negotiating the next COVID-19 supplemental. The  House of
Representatives was due to go into recess after yesterday, but remains in town to work on an
agreement on the “Families First Coronavirus Response Act” (H.R. 6210), which includes emergency
provisions such as: paid sick leave, widespread free testing, food aid and unemployment insurance.
The Senate adjourned for the weekend, but Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has delayed
next week’s recess until a deal is reached.
 
NGA has a strong teleworking policy, and while some staff have been working remotely already, we
are requiring telework for all staff beginning Monday, March 16 through Friday, March 27. We will
provide any updates and changes to this policy as appropriate.
 
As always, please feel free to reach out to me with questions. Additionally, if you would like technical
assistance or more information from NGA, contact Maribel Ramos (NGA Government Relations),
Lauren Stienstra (Homeland Security and Public Safety Division) or Melinda Becker (Health Division).
 
Respectfully,
Bill
 
Bill McBride  | Executive Director
 

National Governors Association
444 North Capitol Street NW
Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001 

p/202-624-5320
c/703-370-2298
bmcbride@nga.org
www.nga.org

 



 
The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged,
proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient,
or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the
sender and delete this message.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: Colorado has first death from COVID-19 in El Paso County (+Press Conference INFO)
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 3:01:12 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Fri, Mar 13, 2020 at 2:54 PM
Subject: RELEASE: Colorado has first death from COVID-19 in El Paso County (+Press
Conference INFO)
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>, <michellehewitt@elpasoco.com>

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 
El Paso County Public Health

Michelle Hewitt, Public Health Communications Specialist

El Paso County Public Health

Email: michellehewitt@elpasoco.com  | Phone: 719-578-3239

 

 

Colorado has first death from COVID-19 in El Paso County
 
DENVER, March 13, 2020: Colorado today reported the first death from COVID-19. The 
death occurred in a female in her 80s with underlying health conditions residing in El 
Paso County. 
 
El Paso County will hold a press conference today at 5 p.m. at the Pikes Peak Regional 
Office of Emergency Management, 3755 Mark Dabling Blvd. Colorado Springs. Governor 
Polis and Lt. Gov. Primavera will be in attendance. 

“While we were expecting this day, it doesn't make it any less difficult to hear and 
share this news. As a state we are in mourning and our hearts go out to the family and 
loved ones of the Coloradan we lost,” said Governor Jared Polis.



“We care deeply about our older Coloradans and people who have chronic diseases,” 
said Jill Hunsaker Ryan, executive director of the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment. “This is an all-hands-on-deck effort to slow the spread and 
support people during these trying times. We know Coloradans will do whatever it takes 
to help protect those at risk of getting very sick.”

“We offer our deepest, heartfelt condolences to the family and are saddened by this 
news,” said Susan Wheelan, El Paso County Public Health Director. “We have a 
dedicated team of experts working around the clock to protect the health and safety of 
our community. We are doing everything we can to prevent more loss of lives. We know 
all of El Paso County, and Colorado, will join us.”

Since the first positive case on March 5, Colorado has:

Signed an emergency executive order aimed at minimizing the spread of the 
virus. 

Allocated $4 million dollars to immediately help response efforts in our 
communities.

Ordered paid sick leave for workers in many occupations. 

Set public health orders to protect our most at-risk populations, including those 
who live in nursing homes and similar facilities.

Issued directions that ensure Coloradans can get access to medical care for 
COVID-19 without fearing the cost. 

Worked diligently to ensure testing is available for all who need it through either 
public health or private labs. 
 

Locally, El Paso County Public Health has been working with partners since it learned of 
COVID-19 (late last year) from the CDC. With partners from the Pikes Peak Regional 
Office of Emergency Management, public health has: 

Activated the Emergency Coordination Center to assist in resource requests.

Coordinating with key stakeholders and City and County partners to address 
community needs.



Activated a Joint Information Center to field inquiries and streamline 
communication efforts.

The people who are more likely to get very sick from COVID-19 are:

Older people (over age 60), especially those over 80 years.

People who have chronic medical conditions like heart, lung, or kidney disease, 
or diabetes.

Older people with chronic medical conditions are at greatest risk.

To ensure expedience on reporting presumptive positive cases, the state will provide 
overall testing statistics as soon as we are able on the website. 

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus and 
elpasocountyhealth.org/services/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19

####

Se registra la primera muerte por COVID-19 en el Condado El Paso

 

DENVER, Marzo 13, 2020: Colorado reportó la primera muerte COVID-19. Se trata de 
una mujer en sus ochentas, residente del Condado El Paso.  

Dicho condado tendrá una rueda de prensa hoy a las 5:00 PM en Pikes Peak Regional 
Office of Emergency Management, ubicado en 3755 Mark Dabling Blvd.  El Gobernador 
Jared Polis y Lt. Primavera estarán en la rueda de prensa.

“Sabíamos que este día llegaría, de todos modos no es una noticia fácil de afrontar. Es 
una tragedia que se haya presentado esta muerte en Colorado, nuestros corazones 
están con su familia y amigos”, dijo el Gobernador Jared Polis.  

“Tomamos un profundo cuidado con las personas mayores de Colorado y las que tienen 
enfermedades crónicas,” así lo dijo Jill Hunsaker Ryan, Directora Ejecutiva del 
Departamento de Salud y Medioambiente de Colorado.  “Esto es un esfuerzo conjunto 
para disminuir el contagio y apoyar a todos en estos tiempos difíciles.  Sabemos que los 
habitantes de Colorado harán lo que sea necesario para proteger a los que se 
encuentran en riesgo o muy enfermos”. 



“Estamos devastados por esta noticia y ofrecemos nuestras condolencias a la familia”, 
así lo dijo Susan Wheelan, Directora de Salud Pública del Condado El Paso.  “Tenemos 
un dedicado equipo de expertos trabajando las 24 horas para proteger a la comunidad.  
Estamos haciendo todo lo posible para prevenir más muertes. Sabemos que todos en el 
Condado El Paso y en Colorado estarán con nosotros”.

Desde el primer caso positivo el 5 de Marzo, lo siguiente se ha hecho en Colorado: 

Firmó una orden ejecutiva de emergencia para minimizar la propagación de virus.  

Destinó $4 millones de dólares para responder inmediatamente a los esfuerzos en las 
comunidades.

Ordenó tiempo de enfermedad pagada para los trabajadores en diversas ocupaciones. 

Ordenó a salud pública proteger a las comunidades de mayor riesgo, incluyendo a los que 
viven en lugares para adultos mayores e instalaciones similares.

Direccionó para asegurar que los habitantes de Colorado puedan tener acceso a cuidado 
médico por COVID-19 sin tener temor por el costo. 

Trabajó para asegurar que las pruebas estuvieran disponibles a todos por medio de salud 
pública o laboratorios privados. 
 

Localmente, el Departamento de Salud del Condado El Paso ha estado trabajando con 
asociados sobre el COVID-19 (desde finales del año pasado) del Centro de Control y 
Prevención de Enfermedades (CDC).  Asociado con la oficina Regional de Pikes Peak de 
Administración de Emergencias ha: 

Activado la Oficina de Emergencia para asistir con los recursos solicitados.

Coordinado con asociados de la Ciudad y el Condado para satisfacer las 
necesidades de la comunidad.

Activó un Centro de Información Conjunto para todo tipo de comunicaciones.

Los grupos más vulnerables por COVID-19 son:

Personas mayores (mayores de  60), especialmente 80 años.

Personas con condiciones médicas crónicas del corazón, pulmón, riñón o diabetes.



Personas mayores con condiciones médicas crónicas. 

Mayores informes en en el website del Departamento de Salud.

Para asegurar la rapidez en reportar los presuntos casos positivos, el estado debe 
proveer estadísticas generales tan pronto sea posible en el siguiente website.

Actualización: colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.

elpasocountyhealth.org/services/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19

####

-- 
Conor Cahill
Press Secretary 

C 617-851-2125 
P 303-866-6324
conor.cahill@state.co.us |  www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice on behalf of Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To:
Subject: Fwd: CirrusMD offering support to Colorado
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 2:27:23 PM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Scott Johnson <johnson@cirrusmd.com>
Date: March 13, 2020 at 2:18:42 PM MDT
To: eugene.wade@thecepp.org
Cc: "Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle" <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>,
Megan_Axelrod@gardner.senate.gov, santiago_gonzalez@bennet.senate.gov,
Justin Chang <chang@cirrusmd.com>, Chris Saxman <saxman@cirrusmd.com>,
Gary Drews <gary.drews@9healthfair.org>, @state.co.us
Subject: Re: CirrusMD offering support to Colorado

Eugene,

Thank you for your message.  

To keep you in the loop, CirrusMD and 9Health/Gary Drews, CEO of 9Health,
and I proposed a statewide virtual care service to triage and treat COVID-19
patients. This service would be powered by CirrusMD’s platform and medical
network and sponsored by the state, building on what we are doing with other
states/municipalities.  9Health will marshal its extensive educational and media
resources to promote the use of the service and to help stop the spread of the new
coronavirus. 

This joint CirrusMD / 9Health service will meet the urgent need of Coloradans for
access to convenient, barrier-free, and safe medical care.  Patients will rapidly
access a physician or other appropriate medical provider via text with no charges
to the patient.  We can launch the service very quickly. 

CMD is one of the larger telemedicine companies in the country.  We have
headquarters in Denver and have the scale and experience to implement this
program in Colorado quickly without the impediments around reimbursement
discussed on Wednesday’s call.  We are preparing to launch this service in other
states, including California and Washington. We want all residents of our home
state to have the same access to care.  

9Health is a trusted 40-year community non-profit with a unique partnership with
the leading news station in the state, 9NEWS. Through the channels of 9Health
and 9NEWS, we reach millions of people every day with health education and
information.  Especially during this health crisis, 9Health has provided
information through Dr. Payal Kohli on air as well as through call-ins, Facebook



Lives and virtual town hall meetings.

We would greatly appreciate any assistance you can provide in getting us in touch
with the right officials in the state or any other help you may provide.

Thank you for your assistance. 

Best regards,
Scott

Scott Johnson | President
CirrusMD Inc.

e: scott-johnson@cirrusmd.com | o: 720.689.1818 c: 214.632.6423
cirrusmd.com

On Wed, Mar 11, 2020 at 10:16 AM <eugene.wade@thecepp.org> wrote:

Hello Scott,

 

Thank you for your inquiry. My name is Eugene Wade and I am the Executive
Director of the Colorado Emergency Preparedness Partnership (CEPP). In the
absence of a public sector liaison at the Department of Homeland Security and
Emergency Management (DHSEM), the CEPP has volunteered to be the
Emergency Support Function (ESF) #14, Cross-Sector Business and
Infrastructure point of contact at the State Emergency Operations Center (EOC).
I will be your main contact for information through the State EOC and I can
address questions and concerns during this COVID-19 emergency.

 

I have added you to the CEPP distribution list. I will send out periodic updates
with information relevant to the private sector and business community in
Colorado. Another way to make sure you have updated information is to sign-
up in the CO Business Emergency Operations Center (BEOC). As this situation
progresses, you will have access to situation reports as well as coordination
calls in response to needed resources and services. To join, select your
applicable tab (agency, business, volunteer, emergency management, or
individual donor) at this link.

 

I have also cc’d our Kaiser Permanente point of contact so they can coordinate
directly with you if needed. Please let me know if I can be of further assistance.

 

Best Regards,



Eugene Wade | Executive Director

Colorado Emergency Preparedness Partnership

303-330-7538 | www.thecepp.org

                Check out our 2019 Annual Report!

 

COVID-19 resources:

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
          - Interim guidance for businesses and employers to plan and respond to
COVID-19

          - Preventing COVID-19 Spread in Communities
          - General and other useful information regarding COVID-19

          - CDC Newsroom
World Health Organization (WHO)
          - Coronavirus COVID-19 Global Cases by Johns Hopkins CSSE
National Business Operations Center (NBEOC)
          - NBEOC Dashboard
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
          - COVID-19 status and information page

Colorado Public Radio

          - COVID-19 FAQ

 

From: Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 7:18 PM
To: eugene.wade@thecepp.org
Subject: Fwd: CirrusMD offering support to Colorado

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Scott Johnson <johnson@cirrusmd.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 10, 2020 at 5:33 PM
Subject: CirrusMD offering support to Colorado
To: @state.co.us>
Cc: <dprimavera@state.co.us>, <mark.honnen@state.co.us>,
<Crestina.Martinez@state.co.us>, <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>,
<heather.velasquez@state.co.us>, <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>,
<Megan_Axelrod@gardner.senate.gov>,
<santiago_gonzalez@bennet.senate.gov>, Justin Chang
<chang@cirrusmd.com>, Chris Saxman <saxman@cirrusmd.com>



 

Dear Governor Polis and staff,
 
I am writing to introduce you to CirrusMD, the only Colorado-
founded/based nationally scaled telehealth company.  We currently
serve over 1 million Coloradans and over 5 million people nationally. 
We stand ready to help in any way we can.
 
As you know, the CDC is asking people to access and utilize telehealth
services, to reduce the strain on emergency and urgent care resources
and to help keep people experiencing symptoms away from others.  We
are in communication with the CDC and state public health agencies to
provide the most up to date clinical protocols to our physician network
and have been working with the offices of Senator Bennet and Senator
Gardner.
 
Currently, we are working with Kaiser in Washington State to facilitate
their response and we responded to a request from California to help
their communities affected by COVID-19.   Given that we are the only
national-level telemedicine firm based in Denver, we can be particularly
effective in helping you and the State of Colorado during this crisis. I
offer you the full resources of CirrusMD to assist with the rapid
deployment of telemedicine services for all Coloradans
 
When might we meet with your team to discuss our offer to assist with
the COVID-19 response? 
 
Best regards,
Scott

 

Scott Johnson | President
CirrusMD Inc.
 
e: scott-johnson@cirrusmd.com | o: 720.689.1818 c: 214.632.6423
cirrusmd.com

 

This electronic document, and any related attachments, may contain confidential
information belonging to the sender, which may be legally privileged. It may also include
protected health information (PHI), which is protected by federal law from unauthorized
use or disclosure to anyone other than the intended recipient for purposes of payment,
treatment, or operations unless otherwise authorized by the patient or Workforce
Member. Use or disclosure of PHI for reasons other than those described above is strictly
prohibited. The information is only for the exclusive use of the individual or entity
originally intended.





From: Scott Johnson on behalf of Scott Johnson <johnson@cirrusmd.com>
To: eugene.wade@thecepp.org
Cc: Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle; Megan Axelrod@gardner.senate.gov; santiago gonzalez@bennet.senate.gov;

Justin Chang; Chris Saxman; Gary Drews; @state.co.us
Subject: Re: CirrusMD offering support to Colorado
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 2:18:56 PM

Eugene,

Thank you for your message.  

To keep you in the loop, CirrusMD and 9Health/Gary Drews, CEO of 9Health, and I proposed
a statewide virtual care service to triage and treat COVID-19 patients. This service would be
powered by CirrusMD’s platform and medical network and sponsored by the state, building on
what we are doing with other states/municipalities.  9Health will marshal its extensive
educational and media resources to promote the use of the service and to help stop the spread
of the new coronavirus. 

This joint CirrusMD / 9Health service will meet the urgent need of Coloradans for access to
convenient, barrier-free, and safe medical care.  Patients will rapidly access a physician or
other appropriate medical provider via text with no charges to the patient.  We can launch the
service very quickly. 

CMD is one of the larger telemedicine companies in the country.  We have headquarters in
Denver and have the scale and experience to implement this program in Colorado quickly
without the impediments around reimbursement discussed on Wednesday’s call.  We are
preparing to launch this service in other states, including California and Washington. We want
all residents of our home state to have the same access to care.  

9Health is a trusted 40-year community non-profit with a unique partnership with the leading
news station in the state, 9NEWS. Through the channels of 9Health and 9NEWS, we reach
millions of people every day with health education and information.  Especially during this
health crisis, 9Health has provided information through Dr. Payal Kohli on air as well as
through call-ins, Facebook Lives and virtual town hall meetings.

We would greatly appreciate any assistance you can provide in getting us in touch with the
right officials in the state or any other help you may provide.

Thank you for your assistance. 

Best regards,
Scott

Scott Johnson | President
CirrusMD Inc.

e: scott-johnson@cirrusmd.com | o: 720.689.1818 c: 214.632.6423
cirrusmd.com

On Wed, Mar 11, 2020 at 10:16 AM <eugene.wade@thecepp.org> wrote:



Hello Scott,

 

Thank you for your inquiry. My name is Eugene Wade and I am the Executive Director of
the Colorado Emergency Preparedness Partnership (CEPP). In the absence of a public sector
liaison at the Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management (DHSEM),
the CEPP has volunteered to be the Emergency Support Function (ESF) #14, Cross-Sector
Business and Infrastructure point of contact at the State Emergency Operations Center
(EOC). I will be your main contact for information through the State EOC and I can address
questions and concerns during this COVID-19 emergency.

 

I have added you to the CEPP distribution list. I will send out periodic updates with
information relevant to the private sector and business community in Colorado. Another way
to make sure you have updated information is to sign-up in the CO Business Emergency
Operations Center (BEOC). As this situation progresses, you will have access to
situation reports as well as coordination calls in response to needed resources and services.
To join, select your applicable tab (agency, business, volunteer, emergency management, or
individual donor) at this link.

 

I have also cc’d our Kaiser Permanente point of contact so they can coordinate directly with
you if needed. Please let me know if I can be of further assistance.

 

Best Regards,

Eugene Wade | Executive Director

Colorado Emergency Preparedness Partnership

303-330-7538 | www.thecepp.org

                Check out our 2019 Annual Report!

 

COVID-19 resources:

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
          - Interim guidance for businesses and employers to plan and respond to COVID-19

          - Preventing COVID-19 Spread in Communities
          - General and other useful information regarding COVID-19

          - CDC Newsroom
World Health Organization (WHO)
          - Coronavirus COVID-19 Global Cases by Johns Hopkins CSSE



National Business Operations Center (NBEOC)
          - NBEOC Dashboard
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
          - COVID-19 status and information page

Colorado Public Radio

          - COVID-19 FAQ

 

From: Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 7:18 PM
To: eugene.wade@thecepp.org
Subject: Fwd: CirrusMD offering support to Colorado

 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Scott Johnson <johnson@cirrusmd.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 10, 2020 at 5:33 PM
Subject: CirrusMD offering support to Colorado
To: @state.co.us>
Cc: <dprimavera@state.co.us>, <mark.honnen@state.co.us>,
<Crestina.Martinez@state.co.us>, <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>,
<heather.velasquez@state.co.us>, <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>,
<Megan_Axelrod@gardner.senate.gov>, <santiago_gonzalez@bennet.senate.gov>, Justin
Chang <chang@cirrusmd.com>, Chris Saxman <saxman@cirrusmd.com>

 

Dear Governor Polis and staff,
 
I am writing to introduce you to CirrusMD, the only Colorado-founded/based
nationally scaled telehealth company.  We currently serve over 1 million Coloradans
and over 5 million people nationally.  We stand ready to help in any way we can.
 
As you know, the CDC is asking people to access and utilize telehealth services, to
reduce the strain on emergency and urgent care resources and to help keep people
experiencing symptoms away from others.  We are in communication with the CDC
and state public health agencies to provide the most up to date clinical protocols to
our physician network and have been working with the offices of Senator Bennet
and Senator Gardner.
 
Currently, we are working with Kaiser in Washington State to facilitate their
response and we responded to a request from California to help their communities
affected by COVID-19.   Given that we are the only national-level telemedicine firm
based in Denver, we can be particularly effective in helping you and the State of
Colorado during this crisis. I offer you the full resources of CirrusMD to assist with
the rapid deployment of telemedicine services for all Coloradans



 
When might we meet with your team to discuss our offer to assist with the COVID-
19 response? 
 
Best regards,
Scott

 

Scott Johnson | President
CirrusMD Inc.
 
e: scott-johnson@cirrusmd.com | o: 720.689.1818 c: 214.632.6423
cirrusmd.com

 

This electronic document, and any related attachments, may contain confidential information belonging
to the sender, which may be legally privileged. It may also include protected health information (PHI),
which is protected by federal law from unauthorized use or disclosure to anyone other than the
intended recipient for purposes of payment, treatment, or operations unless otherwise authorized by
the patient or Workforce Member. Use or disclosure of PHI for reasons other than those described
above is strictly prohibited. The information is only for the exclusive use of the individual or entity
originally intended.

 

 

--

Danielle Oliveto

Deputy Chief of Staff

C 303.913.3276 P 303.866.6452
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
Danielle.Oliveto@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on
this state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.

This electronic document, and any related attachments, may contain confidential information belonging to
the sender, which may be legally privileged. It may also include protected health information (PHI), which
is protected by federal law from unauthorized use or disclosure to anyone other than the intended



recipient for purposes of payment, treatment, or operations unless otherwise authorized by the patient or
Workforce Member. Use or disclosure of PHI for reasons other than those described above is strictly
prohibited. The information is only for the exclusive use of the individual or entity originally intended.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: CORRECTION: RELEASE: Drive-up Testing Lab Will be Postponed to Tomorrow Due to Weather-Related

Safety ConcernsPeople Who Need COVID-19 Tests Can Obtain Them Through Private Providers
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 1:45:54 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Fri, Mar 13, 2020 at 1:39 PM
Subject: CORRECTION: RELEASE: Drive-up Testing Lab Will be Postponed to Tomorrow
Due to Weather-Related Safety ConcernsPeople Who Need COVID-19 Tests Can Obtain
Them Through Private Providers
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 
CORRECTION: Children’s Hospital Colorado does not currently have testing capacity. Children’s Hospital 

Colorado is providing care for the sickest kids in our region, and currently only testing children who meet 

specific high-risk criteria for testing and may need to be hospitalized. Please do NOT go to a Children's 

Colorado emergency or urgent care location unless you are experiencing a medical emergency or are 

directed to go there by a doctor. This will help limit the spread of illness in our community, as well as allow 

our emergency departments to care for patients with the most critical needs first. 

 
 
Drive-up Testing Lab Will be Postponed  to Tomorrow Due to Weather-Related 

Safety Concerns

People Who Need COVID-19 Tests Can Obtain Them Through Private Providers

DENVER, March 13, 2020: Due to weather-related concerns, CDPHE will postpone 
the drive-up testing site in Lowry to tomorrow, Saturday, March 14, weather 
permitting. Current weather conditions put both people being tested and 
laboratory staff at risk. Cold temperatures can reduce the effectiveness of 



personal protective equipment (PPE) that protect testing staff from being exposed 
to the virus and passing it on to others. 

Testing will take place tomorrow from noon-2 p.m. The testing center will be able 
to serve the first 100-150 people in line. 

Because Colorado now has capacity for private labs to conduct testing, CDPHE 
encourages anyone who is symptomatic or who believes they may have been 
exposed to COVID-19 to call or email their physician first for guidance, obtain a 
doctor’s order for testing, and request information about private providers where 
you can get tested. Always call first before reporting to a health care facility for 
testing. 
 
Providers such as UCHealth, Kaiser Permanente, Children’s Colorado, and Stride 
Community Health Center have testing capacity.

Any medical provider with a relationship with LabCorp or Quest Diagnostics can 
test, but be sure to contact your provider ahead of time because many providers 
have centralized sites for testing due to safety precautions. 
 
People should remember:

If you have a medical emergency, call 911 - do not report to a testing site, as 
they are not emergency care facilities. If you have severe respiratory 
symptoms, especially shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, tell the 911 
dispatcher about your symptoms. Do not wait for a COVID-19 test to call 911.

If you are ill or suspect that you were exposed, but are not able to be 

immediately tested, please stay home, self-isolate, and contact your 

physician. 

While waiting for their test results, individuals should stay at home. Those 
who receive positive test results may be issued isolation orders.

The Colorado Division of Insurance is directing carriers to ensure that 
coverage is provided for COVID-19 testing, in-network provider office visits, 
in-network urgent care center visits, and an emergency room visit when a 
covered person is seeking testing for COVID-19 without the requirement that 
consumers pay co-pays, deductibles or co-insurance. Carriers must also cover 
testing by an out-of-network provider, if they cannot conduct the testing.  
The division is working on formalizing these directives.

The mobile testing center in Lowry has served more than 650 people since it 
opened on Wednesday. 



Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-
coronavirus.
 

###

 
El laboratorio móvil no ofrecerá servicio debido al estado del tiempo

Las personas que necesiten exámenes de COVID-19 pueden obtenerlas a través de 

proveedores privados

 
DENVER, Marzo 13, 2020: El Departamento de Salud y Medio Ambiente de Colorado 
(CDPHE), no abrirá el laboratorio móvil en Lowry hoy viernes 13 de marzo, debido a 
las condiciones del tiempo, que arriesga a las personas que son examinadas y también 
al personal del laboratorio. Las bajas temperaturas pueden afectar el equipo 
protector del personal del laboratorio que los cubre para no exponerse al virus y 
contagiar a otras personas.  

Las pruebas tomarán lugar mañana de 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm.  Se podrán atender a las 
primeras 100-150 personas en la fila. 

Debido a que Colorado tiene la capacidad de que los laboratorios privados hagan las 
pruebas, CDPHE indica que cualquier persona que presente síntomas o que crea haber 
estado expuesta a COVID-19, debe llamar o mandar un correo electrónico a su médico 
para que reciba instrucciones, obtenga una orden del doctor y pida información sobre 
proveedores privados donde se puedan hacer la prueba.  Siempre llame antes al 
proveedor de salud médica para hacer la prueba. 
 
Proveedores como  UCHealth, Kaiser Permanente, Children’s Colorado, and Stride 
Community Health Center have tienen capacidad para hacer las pruebas.
 
Cualquier proveedor médico con una relación con LabCorp o Quest Diagnostics puede 
hacer la prueba,pero asegúrese de contactar a su proveedor médico con anticipación 
porque muchos proveedores tienen lugares centralizados para colectar pruebas por 
precaución.
 
Se debe recordar:

Si tiene una emergencia, llame al 911 - no lo reporte a un lugar donde hacen las 
pruebas, debido a que estos lugares no son lugares de emergencias.  Si tiene 
síntomas respiratorios severos, especialmente dificultad para respirar, llame al 
911 y dígale al operador sus síntomas. No espere a hacerse una prueba de 
COVID-19 para llamar al 911. 

Si esta enfermo o piensa que ha sido expuesto, pero no pueden hacerse la 
prueba inmediatamente, por favor quédese en casa, aislado y contacte a su 
médico.  



Mientras esperan sus resultados, las personas deben quedarse en casa.  Los que 
resulten positivos, debe mantenerse aislados.

La División de Seguros de Colorado indicó a los proveedores que para asegurar 
la cobertura por la prueba de COVID-19, visitas a proveedores dentro de la red, 
cuidado urgente y visitas a emergencias cuando una persona tiene cobertura y 
busca pruebas del COVID-19 sin el requerimiento que los usuarios cubran co-
pagos, deducibles o co-seguro.  Los proveedores deben cubrir la prueba para los 
que están fuera de la red, si no pueden hacer la prueba. La División esta 
trabajando para formalizar estas directrices.

El laboratorio móvil en Lowry le ha dado servicio a 650 personas desde que abrió el 
miércoles.  CDPHE avisará sobre la reapertura del laboratorio móvil en Lowry. 

Actualizaciones  colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.
 

###
 



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE: CDPHE confirms 23 additional new presumptive positive cases in Colorado
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 11:58:46 AM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Fri, Mar 13, 2020 at 11:52 AM
Subject: RELEASE: CDPHE confirms 23 additional new presumptive positive cases in
Colorado
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 
 

CDPHE confirms 23 additional new presumptive positive cases in Colorado

DENVER, March 13, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) confirmed 23 new presumptive positive cases in Colorado, based on overnight 
test results. Some of these results are from the drive-through testing center. That 
brings the total number of presumptive positive cases to date to 72. The state lab has 
completed test results on approximately 600 people in Colorado since testing started 
on February 28. 

(Note: Media can see today’s press briefing details below.)

Because of the large number of new cases, CDPHE is shifting to report aggregate data 
for new cases, instead of listing details on each specific case. The data below 
represents all new cases based on overnight results.

Total new presumptive positive cases: 23 

Age of individuals:



Teenage – 1

20s – 3

30s – 5

40s – 6

50s – 2

60s – 3

70s – 2

80s – 1

County of residence:

Arapahoe – 4

Denver – 4

Eagle – 5

El Paso – 1

Jefferson – 2

Pueblo - 1

Summit – 1

Weld - 2

Out of state - 3 (Currently located in these counties:)

 Routt  - 1



Waiting on information - 2

Resident/Visitor:

Residents: 20

Visitors: 3

Gender:

Female: 10

Male: 13

To ensure expedience on reporting presumptive positive cases, the state will provide 
overall testing statistics as soon as we are able on the website. 

Note to media: We are releasing updated case numbers twice daily: in the early 
afternoon and evening. If there is a significant event other than updated numbers, we 
will send out additional releases. Daily press briefing information is below.

FOR MEDIA ONLY: Remote Press Conference 

March 13, 2 - 2:30 p.m.

Login Information for media: 

1-669-900-6833

Meeting ID: 566 154 047

https://zoom.us/j/566154047 

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.

 

 

####  
CDPHE confirma 23 nuevos presuntos casos positivos en Colorado

DENVER, Marzo 13, 2020: El Departamento de Salud y Medioambiente de Colorado 
(CDPHE) confirmó 23 nuevos presuntos casos en Colorado, basados en resultados de 
pruebas durante la noche. Algunos de estos resultados son del laboratorio móvil en 
Lowry.  La suma total es de 72. El laboratorio ha hecho 600 pruebas aproximadamente en 



Colorado desde que se empezó con la realización de pruebas el 28 de febrero. 

(Nota: Medios de comunicación pueden ver los detalles de rueda de prensa remota abajo)

Debido al gran número de nuevos casos, CDPHE reportará agregando información de 
nuevos casos, en lugar de detallar los detalles de cada caso específico.  La información 
abajo representa todos los nuevos casos basados en resultados durante la noche. 

Total new presumptive positive cases: 23 

Edad de las personas:

Adolescente – 1

20s – 3

30s – 5

40s – 6

50s – 2

60s – 3

70s – 2

80s – 1

Condado de residencia:

Arapahoe – 4

Denver – 4

Eagle – 5

El Paso – 1

Jefferson – 2



Pueblo - 1

Summit – 1

Weld - 2

Fuera del estado- 3 (Actualmente en estos condados:)

 Routt  - 1

En espera de información - 2

Residente/Visitante:

Residentes: 20

Visitantes: 3

Género:

Femenino: 10

Masculino: 13

Para asegurar la rapidez en reportar los presuntos casos positivos, el estado debe proveer 
estadísticas generales tan pronto sea posible en el siguiente website. 

Nota a los medios: Estamos revelando los números de casos dos veces al día: uno 
temprano por la tarde y otro por la noche.  Si hay un evento significativo o algunos otros 
números, enviaremos comunicados adicionales. Información de rueda de prensa abajo:  

PARA MEDIOS DE COMUNICACIÓN SOLAMENTE: Rueda de prensa remota 

Marzo 13, 2:00 pm - 2:30 p.m.

Login Información para medios: 

1-669-900-6833

Meeting ID: 566 154 047



https://zoom.us/j/566154047 

Actualización: colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.

####
 



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: MEDIA ADVISORY: **TIME CHANGE** Gov. Polis to Provide Update on State’s Response to COVID-19
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 9:16:20 AM

MEDIA ADVISORY
Friday, March 13, 2020
Conor Cahill |conor.cahill@state.co.us |303-866-6324 

Gov. Polis to Provide Update on State’s 
Response to COVID-19

DENVER - Gov. Polis and public health and safety officials will make an important 
announcement this morning. 

WHO: Gov. Jared Polis
Rachel Herlihy, State Communicable Disease Epidemiologist, Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) 
Scott Bookman, Incident Commander, CDPHE 
Dr. Eric France, Chief Medical Officer, CDPHE 
Mike Willis, Director, Colorado Office of Emergency Management
Stan Hilkey, Executive Director of the Colorado Department of Public Safety

WHERE: State Capitol, Governor’s Office.  

WHEN: Friday, March 13, 2020
10:30 a.m.

Please RSVP to conor.cahill@state.co.us 
 The news conference will be live-streamed from the 

Governor’s Facebook page 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: MEDIA ADVISORY: Gov. Polis to Provide Update on State’s Response to COVID-19
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 7:16:32 AM

 

MEDIA ADVISORY
Friday, March 13, 2020
Conor Cahill |conor.cahill@state.co.us |303-866-6324 

Gov. Polis to Provide Update on State’s Response to COVID-
19

DENVER - Gov. Polis and public health and safety officials will make an important 
announcement this morning. 

WHO: Gov. Jared Polis
Rachel Herlihy, State Communicable Disease Epidemiologist, Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) 
Scott Bookman, Incident Commander, CDPHE 
Dr. Eric France, Chief Medical Officer, CDPHE 

Mike Willis, Director, Colorado Office of 
Emergency Management

Stan Hilkey, Executive Director of the 
Colorado Department of Public Safety

WHERE: State Capitol, Governor’s Office.  

WHEN: Friday, March 13, 2020
10:00 a.m.

Media Please RSVP to conor.cahill@state.co.us 
 The news conference will be live-streamed from the Governor’s Facebook page. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    





From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa @state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Press Release - Pitkin County Coronavirus Testing Location in Operation
Date: Friday, March 13, 2020 1:51:32 AM
Attachments: COVID 19 3.12.2020 Press Release Remote Testing Facility.pdf

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: De Cambra - GOVOffice, Maria <maria.decambra@state.co.us>
Date: Thu, Mar 12, 2020 at 12:34 PM
Subject: Fwd: Press Release - Pitkin County Coronavirus Testing Location in Operation
To: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Trost - CDPS, Micki <micki.trost@state.co.us>
Date: Thu, Mar 12, 2020 at 12:11 PM
Subject: Fwd: Press Release - Pitkin County Coronavirus Testing Location in Operation
To: Micki Trost <micki.trost@state.co.us>

Sharing for your awareness from Pitkin County

Micki
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: PCIMT PIO <pcimt.pio@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Mar 12, 2020 at 12:02 PM
Subject: Press Release - Pitkin County Coronavirus Testing Location in Operation
To: 

Media Contact: 
Jenny Cutright, Pitkin County IMT PIO
Mina Bolton, Pitkin County IMT PIO
970-924-0614 (Media Hotline)

March 12, 2020

Pitkin County Coronavirus Testing Location in Operation

Aspen, Colo. – The Pitkin County Incident Management Team (IMT) has opened a testing location at the Aspen Volunteer Fire 
Department’s Aspen Village Location.

This testing location is only for the vulnerable population and who have been screened by the Pitkin County Coronavirus Hotline. 
Those getting tested are already in the system and have been scheduled through the Pitkin County Coronavirus Hotline.

“Please respect the privacy of our neighbors and friends who are not feeling well,” said Incident Commander Gabe Muething. “We 
want to give them privacy & compassion during this testing process.”

“As a point of clarification, we tested individuals yesterday who were symptomatic and continue to do so today,” said Incident 
Commander Alex Burchetta. 

If anyone feels they should be screened for Coronavirus, please call the Pitkin County Coronavirus Hotline at 970-429-6186. It is 
staffed from 8 am to 8 pm seven days a week, and callers will be screened to determine if they meet the criteria for Novel 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) testing.  

###

-- 





From: Cahill - GOVOffice  Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice  Conor <conor cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/12/2020
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 11:25:09 PM

A LOOK AT TODAY’S NEWS 3/12/2020

THE LATEST: 

Denver Post: Coronavirus could be in Colorado for months, state health director says as cases 
rise to 49
“It doesn’t do any good to test someone who is asymptomatic,” she said in a conference call with 
reporters, adding later, “Since we plan to be in this for the long haul — it could be months — we 
want to think about rationing supplies, just in case, because we have worldwide pandemic, supply 
chains are interrupted. We don’t know what that is going to look like yet, but we just want to put 
it out that we need to think strategically about who we need to test.”
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/colorado-coronvirus-covid-19-cases/

Denver Post: Coronavirus threatens Colorado budget as Capitol shutdown looms
“Anything that needs new money, I just don’t think we could do,” Rankin said.

“Can we add money to K-12? Can we add money to higher education? Maybe not. The governor’s 
request for pre-K slots — $27 million. I don’t see how we could afford that. Opening a new state 
park — $10 million. We just voted yesterday to give a 7% increase to higher education. We have a 
3% increase across-the-board for state employee salaries. We’d have to go back and look at all of 
those.”
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/coronavirus-colorado-legislature-budget/
 
CNN: Sophie Trudeau, wife of Canadian Prime Minister, tests positive for coronavirus
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/12/americas/sophie-gregoire-trudeau-coronavirus/index.html

Politico: NCAA scraps March Madness because of coronavirus scare
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/03/12/ncaa-cancels-march-madness-tournament-127589

Colorado Sun: Colorado announces $18.25 million fine against driller in fatal 2017 Firestone 
home explosion
“This is the largest penalty ever sought by COGCC by more than 11 times,” the agency’s Executive 
Director Jeff Robbins, said. “However, due to the violations and the loss of lives, COGCC believes 
this is appropriate.”
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/12/firestone-home-explosion-fine-announced/ 

Governor, Lt. Gov. First Gentleman & Administration

CPR: Legislature Moves Closer To Suspending Session
Gov. Jared Polis’ written declaration of a state of emergency does give state lawmakers more 
flexibility. It triggers Joint rule 44 which governs how the legislature does its business during a 
disaster emergency and allows greater latitude for stopping and re-starting the session. The rule 
asks that lawmakers “only address those mission-critical responsibilities prior to adjournment or 
recess of the regular session.”
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/12/legislature-moves-closer-to-suspending-session/

9news: Town Hall: Your COVID-19 questions answered (Stan Hilkey, Scott Bookman interviewed)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=KOCEqtojs5o&feature=emb_title 

Daily Camera: St. Vrain Valley, Boulder Valley close schools
https://www.coloradodaily.com/2020/03/12/st-vrain-valley-boulder-valley-close-schools/



9news: Polis to hold conference call with Broncos, other sports teams to discuss coronavirus 
concerns
Governor Polis said he is seeking common strategy in protecting people gathered in large venues.
https://www.9news.com/article/sports/nfl/denver-broncos/mike-klis/polis-to-hold-conference-
call-with-broncos-other-sports-teams-to-discuss-coronavirus-concerns/73-12bc31ca-16f4-4d40-9771-
e2ac221f296b 

9NEWS: Not Postponed Malone? Post Malone show in Denver will go on as planned despite COVID-
19
While Gov. Jared Polis (D-Colorado) hasn’t gone as far as to bar all large public gatherings, he and 
health officials in the state have warned against them due to concerns they could amplify the 
spread of disease. Multiple people in Colorado have tested positive for COVID-19 and community 
spread is now suspected in the state.

The governor's office also issued a statement saying that Polis will participate in a conference call 
with sports teams, conference calls and museums on Friday to discuss action steps moving forward.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/post-malone-denver-pepsi-center-show-
postponed-canceled/73-f2b80e21-620c-49e4-845c-e68536644d2e 

Colorado Sun: Colorado Capitol shutdown imminent as lawmakers prepare must-pass legislation

Garnett floated the option of Polis calling a special legislative session after May 6 if the Supreme 
Court rules that lawmakers can’t continue past that date. “The governor can always call a special 
session and bring us back in,” he said

https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/12/colorado-legislature-shutdown-coronavirus/ 

Fox31: Colorado health officials turn people away from drive-thru COVID-19 testing as state 
struggles to meet demand
There was a 3-hour wait to get tested for coronavirus in Lowry today. The state had to turn some 
people away but will make them a priority tomorrow, officials said.

https://kdvr.com/news/coronavirus/colorado-health-officials-turn-people-away-from-drive-thru-
covid-19-testing-as-state-struggles-to-meet-demand/ 

The Hill: New York governor announces new public drive-thru coronavirus testing facility
Other states, such as Colorado, Connecticut and Washington, also have some form of drive-through 
testing.
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/public-global-health/487360-new-york-governor-announces-
new-public-drive-thru 

CBS4: Coronavirus In Colorado: State Legislature Plans Temporary Shut Down
If time does run out, Governor Polis could call a special session later this year, but lawmakers 
would still likely have to finish the budget and school finance act by May 6th.
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/12/coronavirus-state-capitol-colorado/ 

Colorado Independent: Littwin: Trump’s attempt to be very nearly semi-serious about 
coronavirus isn’t nearly enough
I make it a policy to limit praise for politicians doing the job in the way they’re supposed to do it. I 
mean, come on. But I watched Jared Polis’ news conference Wednesday afternoon, just hours 
before Trump’s speech, and that’s what he did — his job. Polis was clearly fluent in the science of 
coronavirus. He was clearly fluent in the latest recommendations from the medical and scientific 
community in how to limit the spread of the virus. He said things would get worse before they get 
better — and possibly much worse. He told us where the hot spots were in Colorado. He praised the 
universities who were shutting down. He told us his plan — subject to change — for public schools 
where the virus shows up. The state had set up a drive-through testing site, which, it turned out, 
was overwhelmed by the second day. Polis said what we desperately need in Colorado is more 



testing kits, as we do across America.
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/12/littwin-trump-coronavirus-response-testing/

Denver Post: What you need to know about coronavirus quarantine and isolation orders
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/quarantine-isolation-orders-coronavirus-colorado/

Roll Call: Nothing to fear but Trump himself
Luckily, good leadership has been in high supply elsewhere around the country, among other 
leaders of both parties. In Georgia, Republican Gov. Brian Kemp has led a coronavirus task force 
that meets regularly, communicates consistently and takes action proactively. In Colorado, 
Democratic Gov. Jared Polis speaks knowledgeably about his state’s needs but defers to science for 
his decisions. They haven’t solved the problem, but they’re taking it seriously and acting 
responsibly.
https://www.rollcall.com/2020/03/12/nothing-to-fear-but-trump-himself/ 

Denver Post: Denver to close all public schools for 3 weeks to fight spread of coronavirus
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/denver-schools-closed-coronavirus/ 

Colorado Independent: Colorado attorneys argue jury selection amid pandemic putting people at 
‘needless and severe risk’
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/12/colorado-juror-selection-coronavirus-death-
penalty-case/

Denver Post: Gunnison Watershed School District suspending classes for 2 weeks to reduce 
coronavirus risk
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/gunnison-school-district-suspending-classes-weeks-
coronavirus/ 

Tweet @KyleClark:  "We needed testing months ago. But that time has passed," says Colorado's 
COVID-19 incident commander. Scott Bookman says Colorado must focus instead on aggressive social 
distancing and readying hospitals for a surge of patients. #9NEWS
https://twitter.com/KyleClark/status/1238292260971851776 

Colorado Politics: INSIGHTS | What we spend on roads is overly complicated
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/legislature/insights-what-we-spend-on-roads-is-overly-
complicated/article_e8ab53f4-6315-11ea-9c56-ebba1407ef75.html

Westword: Denver Public Schools Shutting Down for Three Weeks
https://www.westword.com/news/denver-public-schools-shutting-down-for-three-weeks-11664145

Denver Post: Live Nation, AEG expected to suspend all tours, but tonight’s Post Malone show in 
Denver is still on
A spokeswoman for Pepsi Center owner Kroenke Sports & Entertainment did not respond to a 
request for comment.

Frustrated, Osborne said she has also contacted the offices of Denver Mayor Michael Hancock and 
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis for consumer assistance, to no avail.

Even if she doesn’t show symptoms, Osborne fears she could spread the virus to others if she 
attends. She will likely lose money on the purchase if she can’t sell the tickets through a third-
party reseller.
https://theknow.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/denver-concerts-canceled-coronavirus-live-nation-
aeg/235297/

Colorado Politics: Bennet among senators asking DeVos for coronavirus plans
Gov. Jared Polis advised schools to close for 72 hours if any student or faculty member tested 



positive for COVID-19.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/bennet-among-senators-asking-devos-for-coronavirus-
plans/article_21aa55be-648e-11ea-813d-03b3f1ea8738.html 

Gazette: Coronavirus live updates: St Patrick's Day parade canceled; numerous school 
announcements; UCCS student tested for COVID-19
https://gazette.com/medical/coronavirus-live-updates-air-force-academy-closing-to-
visitors/article_76d38fe2-6461-11ea-8b19-670535eb6854.html 

KOAA: Pueblo leaders, Department of Health hold community meeting on COVID-19
https://www.koaa.com/news/national-world-news/coronavirus/pueblo-leaders-department-of-
health-holds-community-meeting-on-covid-19 

Denver Post: Denver’s Edison, John H. Amesse elementary schools close Thursday after family 
members test positive for coronavirus
On Wednesday, Gov. Jared Polis recommended schools close for 72 hours for disinfection if a 
student or staff member test positive for the new coronavirus. Multiple cases of COVID-19 could 
require a school closing for 14 days, he added.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/edison-elementary-school-closed-coronavirus/ 

Vail Daily: Coronavirus updates: Eagle County leads Colorado with 11 cases, public health order 
limits event sizes
Vail Resorts confirmed Thursday that there are no current plans to close ski areas, despite Gov. 
Jared Polis announcing Wednesday night that the spread of the virus had impacted Colorado’s ski 
country disproportionally.

https://www.vaildaily.com/news/coronavirus-updates-eagle-county-up-to-7-confirmed-cases-as-
state-total-rises-to-44/ 

Canon City Record: Pueblo Community College Cancels Senior Mini College
Campus Dean Mark Peacock in an email to instructors today said, “When Gov. Jared Polis declared a 
state of emergency on Tuesday, he noted that the virus presents a serious threat to our most 
vulnerable populations, including those over the age of 60. Our public health officials recommend 
that senior citizens distance themselves from large public gatherings due to that increased risk.”
https://www.canoncitydailyrecord.com/2020/03/12/pueblo-community-college-cancels-senior-
mini-college/ 

CPR: Denver, Aurora, Cherry Creek Public Schools Will Go On Extended Breaks Due To 
Coronavirus Concerns

https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/12/aurora-public-schools-appears-ready-to-go-on-extended-break-
due-to-coronavirus-concerns/

Denver Post: Amid coronavirus threat, Coloradans nix church handshakes, rethink trips and take 
other precautions
On Tuesday, after Gov. Jared Polis declared a state of emergency in Colorado, the archdiocese 
made most of its guidance mandatory, though distribution of communion hosts by hand remains 
only “highly recommended.” And on Wednesday, it announced new large event restrictions and told 
churches to remove shared hymnals, prayer books and paper products from pews.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/coronavirus-colorado-impact/ 

Colorado Politics: Denver's coronavirus testing site is turning people away due to 'extremely 
high volume'
The mobile testing site in Denver is Colorado’s first of presumably several, as Gov. Jared Polis has 
called for the state to establish more of them.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/denver/denver-s-coronavirus-testing-site-is-cutting-people-off-



due/article_1128ccc6-6492-11ea-9568-373a8d0c6de4.html 

Canon City Record: Cañon City care centers restricting visitation due to coronavirus
Delwin Lester, administrator of the facility, said they decided on this action due to the guidance of 
Medicaid and Medicare, Gov. Jared Polis declaring a state of emergency over COVID-19 concerns 
and the rapid spread of coronavirus in some Seattle-area nursing homes.
https://www.canoncitydailyrecord.com/2020/03/12/canon-city-care-centers-restricting-visitation-
due-to-coronavirus/

Chieftain: Pueblo County partnership emphasizes coronavirus mitigation tactics
https://www.chieftain.com/news/20200312/pueblo-county-partnership-emphasizes-coronavirus-
mitigation-tactics

Westword: How Coronavirus Is Affecting Denver's Restaurant Industry

https://www.westword.com/restaurants/how-denver-restaurants-are-dealing-with-coronavirus-
11663631 

Summit Daily: Summit County tourism economy could face a major hit from coronavirus
“At this point, we can confirm community spread in the High Country of Colorado,” Polis said 
Wednesday. “… It appears the virus will be disproportionately hitting our resort and mountain 
communities first. That doesn’t mean it will hit our resort and mountain communities exclusively, 
but it will hit those communities first based on the numbers we’re seeing. Of course we’re 
concerned about people traveling back and forth between population centers and those 
communities.”
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/summit-county-tourism-economy-could-face-a-major-hit-
from-coronavirus/ 

Fox News: Results in up to 72 hours: Drive-up coronavirus testing location opens in Colorado

https://fox6now.com/2020/03/12/results-in-up-to-72-hours-drive-up-coronavirus-testing-location-
opens-in-colorado/ 

Denverite: Denver might be canceled, but Post Malone tonight isn’t
Gov. Jared Polis said during a press conference on Wednesday that people over 60 or those chronic 
health conditions should avoid large public events.
https://denverite.com/2020/03/12/denver-might-be-canceled-but-post-malone-tonight-isnt/

Westoword: Michael Hancock Declares State of Emergency in Denver
https://www.westword.com/news/denver-mayor-michael-hancock-declares-state-of-emergency-
11664075

Colorado Independent: Update: 44 presumptive cases of coronavirus found in Colorado
As he has in past press conferences, Polis reminded the public that most people will suffer only 
mild symptoms, but that, in carrying or potentially carrying the virus, all must practice good 
hygiene, social distancing and self-quarantine, if necessary. At one point, he said he had washed his 
hands with soap and water 11 times so far on Wednesday.
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/12/colorado-coronavirus-first-cases/

Montrose Press: Montrose retail stores face shortages amid COVID-19 stockpiling
While many local shopping carts were filled with the affected products, some Walmart customers 
said that they felt the panic over the potential pandemic was unwarranted, and that it’s simply the 
most recent version of a repeated phenomenon.
https://www.montrosepress.com/news/coronavirus/montrose-retail-stores-face-shortages-amid-
covid--stockpiling/article 28f2b500-6335-11ea-90b1-67d671ea539a.html 



Lakewood Sentinel: Lakewood grapples with COVID-19
https://lakewoodsentinel.com/stories/lakewood-grapples-with-covid-19,296093 

Colorado Politics: Rural Coloradans largely shun 'mass hysteria' of coronavirus
“You don’t see any of the mass hysteria here that you are seeing in the cities,” said Jessica 
Dorman, president of the Burlington Chamber of Commerce, noting that she had not seen negative 
effects on local businesses. “I think we all travel just as much as they do. We’re just more calm 
about things and maybe more practical.”
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/rural-coloradans-largely-shun-mass-hysteria-of-
coronavirus/article_59daeb7c-63eb-11ea-ad0e-67a4f4ca45c9.html

Colorado Politics: Legislative leaders wade into legalities of suspending operations
But Polis’ declaration of a state of emergency likely triggered the General Assembly’s Joint Rule 
44, which governs how the General Assembly operates in a public health emergency. Joint Rule 
44(g) says that the 120 days are “separate working calendar days,” which seems to indicate that 
those days would not need to be consecutive.
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/legislature/legislative-leaders-wade-into-legalities-of-
suspending-operations/article_93af7eba-6483-11ea-b6ee-9f8eb43bb723.html

Colorado Politics: Gov. Jared Polis follows up verbal state of emergency order with details 
contained in written order
Sharon Eubanks, director of the Office of Legislative Legal Services, pointed out during Tuesday's 
meeting that then-Gov. John Hickenlooper had issued 121 disaster emergency orders, although 
none for public health, and all had been in writing. That Polis had not put his Tuesday declaration 
into writing, she called "unusual."
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/gov-jared-polis-follows-up-verbal-state-of-emergency-
order/article_75e95b5e-648c-11ea-a4f3-634bac9db741.html 

Denver 7: Denver drive-up COVID-19 testing facility to set cut-off limit Thursday amid high 
demand
But Polis said Tuesday in a news conference that Colorado needed thousands more tests. In an 
interview on CNN Wednesday morning, he said that the drive-up testing sites were needed “in most 
states” and that in a state with a population the size of Colorado’s – nearly 6 million people live 
here – that the state needed to be able to do “tens of thousands of tests a day so that we can 
expand the criteria to anybody with flu-like symptoms.”
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/national/coronavirus/denver-drive-up-covid-19-testing-
facility-to-set-cut-off-limit-thursday-amid-high-demand 

Daily Planet: Town taking precautions due to COVID-19
https://www.telluridenews.com/news/article_283db6c4-64b5-11ea-8265-670d9de4d61c.html 

Out there Colorado: Ski country travel discouraged for people 60-plus in Colorado
In the same press conference where Polis expressed concern regarding the high country, he also 
stated that community spreading is likely already underway in the Denver metro area. With 
additional testing, positive cases of COVID-19 are expected to increase in following days.
https://www.outtherecolorado.com/high-country-travel-discouraged-for-people-60-plus-in-
colorado/

CPR: Emergency Declarations Being Issued Across US Due To Coronavirus Vary Widely in Scope
Declaring a state of emergency in Colorado can confer broad powers to the Governor. That’s if he 
decides to invoke them. Last week, his health and public safety officials drafted powers that 
include the ability to quarantine people and buildings, seize medicine from pharmacies, suspend 
some licensing requirements for medical professionals. There were nine draft orders in all being 
considered. Officials are expected to meet again next week to discuss that more.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/12/emergency-declarations-being-issued-across-u-s-vary-widely-in-
scope/



Westword: How Coronavirus Is Affecting Denver's Restaurant Industry
Some of the people hardest hit during crises like this are low-wage earners, so the Colorado 
Department of Labor and Employment has issued rules for paying employees up awaiting COVID-19 
for up to 32 hours of sick leave. While the initial statement during Governor Jared Polis's state-of-
emergency announcement on Wednesday, March 10, caused some confusion (especially about full-
time versus part-time employees), the rules were clarified on March 11, and include the following:
https://www.westword.com/restaurants/how-denver-restaurants-are-dealing-with-coronavirus-
11663631

Denver Post: What you need to know about coronavirus quarantine and isolation orders
While state and county health officials appear to be authorized only to order individuals 
quarantined or isolated, Gov. Jared Polis’ powers may be more far reaching. Colorado statute 
allows the governor to use executive orders during emergency epidemics to isolate or quarantine 
“persons or property.”
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/quarantine-isolation-orders-coronavirus-colorado/

CPR: Colorado Law Requires Lots Of Political Gatherings This Spring, Lawmakers Rushing To 
Change That Amid Coronavirus Spread
“We have spoken with legislative leaders and the governor’s office about what can be done legally 
to give us as a party the option to change dates, vote remotely, or even vote by mail-in ballots. We 
will be monitoring the best data and health practices available daily to help guide the best 
decisions possible under the circumstances. We will get through this together,” said Morgan 
Carroll, state Democratic chair, in a written statement.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/12/colorado-law-requires-lots-of-political-gatherings-this-spring-
lawmakers-rushing-to-change-that-amid-coronovirus-spread/

The Know: There are no plans to close ski resorts due to coronavirus, Colorado health officials 
say

https://theknow.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/colorado-ski-resorts-not-closing-
coronavirus/235327/ 

Vail Daily: Vail Valley businesses react to Gov. Polis telling older travelers to avoid mountain 
resorts
Was it good or bad that Gov. Jared Polis on Wednesday called for older people, or those with 
chronic health issues, to stay away from mountain resorts? It depends on who you ask.
On one side are people including Buzz Schleper of Buzz’s Boards in Vail. Schleper believes Polis was 
“totally off base” in his request.
“There’s nothing healthier than getting out of the city and into the mountains,” Schleper said. 
“You couldn’t be safer” wearing a helmet, goggles, gloves and a neck gaiter, he added.
https://www.vaildaily.com/news/vail-valley-businesses-react-to-gov-polis-telling-older-travelers-
to-avoid-mountain-resorts/ 

Pagosa Springs Sun: Preparations continue for Covid-19 pandemic Governor declares state of 
emergency
“What it does is it gives us access to resources and more legal flexibility to take steps now to 
protect the most vulnerable and better contain the outbreak, truly reducing the chances of the 
trajectory that has occurred in countries like Italy from occurring here in Colorado,” Polis said.
http://www.pagosasun.com/preparations-continue-for-covid-19-pandemic-governor-declares-state-
of-emergency/

Alamosa News: SLV Health Incident Command issues statement
Amid a growing fear of the Corona Virus and a declaration of a state of emergency from Governor 
Polis, fear has made its way into the San Luis Valley. As evidenced by Walmart being sold out of 
what some would consider emergency items.
https://alamosanews.com/article/slv-health-incident-command-issues-statement



Colorado Politics: Governor will sign Colorado's ban on Columbus Day
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/legislature/governor-will-sign-colorado-s-ban-on-columbus-
day/article_272e28c4-64b3-11ea-988f-c7c89b458686.html

FOX 21: Schools planning for Coronavirus impacts
Governor Jared Polis on Wednesday made several recommendations for schools during a press 
conference about the coronavirus. If a school has a single case of the COVID-19 Coronavirus, it 
should shut down for 72 hours and thoroughly clean it’s building. If there is more than one case, 
the school should shut down for 14 days while cleaning ensues.
https://www.fox21news.com/health/coronavirus/schools-planning-for-coronavirus-impacts/

Colorado Sun: Colorado opened one of the nation’s first drive-through testing sites for 
coronavirus. This is what it looked like.
But when the drive-through opened at 10 a.m., a line of cars quickly formed. When the testing site 
closed four hours later, more than 160 people had been swabbed — roughly double the number of 
people the state lab can test in a day. At an afternoon news conference, Gov. Jared Polis said some 
samples, which were placed into sealed plastic bags printed with a biohazard symbol, would be 
sent to private labs for testing.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/12/coronavirus-drive-through-testing-cdphe/

Pueblo Chieftain: Colorado reports 44 coronavirus cases as of Thursday; none in Pueblo area
The news comes after Gov. Jared Polis declared a state of emergency Tuesday, when 17 positive 
cases were reported statewide. The first two cases were reported a week ago.
https://www.chieftain.com/news/20200312/colorado-reports-44-coronavirus-cases-as-of-thursday-
none-in-pueblo-area

Denver 7: Coronavirus in Colorado: COVID-19 latest updates across the state
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis and Lt. Gov. Dianne Primavera cancelled all of their events for the rest 
of the week, including Polis' planned remarks at the Colorado Music Ambassador new conference, 
the Common Cause campaign kickoff and two cabinet events Friday.
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/coronavirus-in-colorado-covid-19-latest-
updates-across-the-state

Denver Post: Line cut off at Denver’s drive-thru coronavirus testing site after wait time hits 4 
hours
Wait times at Colorado’s first drive-up COVID-19 testing site rose to between three and four hours 
Thursday, even as Gov. Jared Polis said the state needs to open more mobile testing sites.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/denver-coronavirus-drive-thru-test-wait-times/

KRDO: Colorado Springs cancels St. Patrick’s Day Parade amid coronavirus concern
El Paso County has one presumptive positive case of COVID-19, Gov. Jared Polis announced last 
week.
https://krdo.com/news/top-stories/2020/03/12/colorado-springs-cancels-st-patricks-day-parade-
amid-coronavirus-concern/

Denver Post: Denver Public Schools will excuse absences of children kept home as coronavirus 
continues to spread
On Wednesday, Gov. Jared Polis recommended schools close for 72 hours for disinfection if a 
student or staff member test positive for the new coronavirus. Multiple cases of COVID-19 could 
require a school closing for 14 days, he added.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/denver-public-schools-coronavirus-excused-absences/

CBS Denver: Coronavirus Closings: List Of Colorado Events Being Canceled Or Postponed
Denver St. Patrick’s Day Parade canceled. Just hours after Gov. Jared Polis declared a state of 
emergency due to coronavirus, the city and organizers canceled the parade saying the decision was 
made out of an abundance of caution.
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/12/coronavirus-events-canceled-colorado-denver-postponed-



list/

Summit Daily: Some Colorado employers will now be required to offer paid sick leave during 
COVID-19 testing
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis announced Wednesday, March 11, that employers in the leisure, 
hospitality, food service, child care, education and home health care industries must provide up to 
four days of paid sick leave per the Colorado Health Emergency Leave with Pay Rules.
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/some-colorado-employers-will-now-be-required-to-offer-paid-
sick-leave-during-covid-19-testing/

Colorado Daily: Gov. Jared Polis urges those at risk of coronavirus to avoid Colorado’s high 
country and large gatherings
The state health department is also working on emergency rules that will limit visitors to eldercare 
facilities, and Polis said he “won’t hesitate” to shut down big public events in the state if the 
severity of the outbreak continues to increase — and it is expected to do so.
https://www.coloradodaily.com/2020/03/11/colorado-coronavirus-high-country/

Collegian: Coronavirus in Colorado going into spring break
“Our top priority is protecting public health and our vulnerable populations, which is why we are 
taking swift, bold action,” Polis said. “We will continue to be proactive and working around the 
clock to protect public health and safety with an eye (toward) preventing the need for drastic 
measures that result in social disruption.”

According to the Colorado government website, some details of the executive order include 
directing the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment to engage in emergency rule-making 
that ensures paid sick leave for workers in designated fields if they exhibit flu-like symptoms and 
have to miss work awaiting testing. The order also includes strategies for helping workers who fall 
ill that cannot work remotely, such as correctional officers and assisted living staff.
https://collegian.com/2020/03/category-news-coronavirus-in-colorado-going-into-spring-break/

Castle Pines News Press: Polis on COVID-19 in Colorado: 'This will get worse before it gets 
better'
A day after Gov. Jared Polis declared a state of emergency in response to the spread of COVID-19 — 
the disease caused by a widespread coronavirus — the number of confirmed cases nearly doubled, 
and Polis announced guidelines for K-12 school closures and travel to Colorado's mountain towns.
https://castlepinesnewspress.net/stories/colorado-coronavirus-jared-polis-covid-19,296071

FOX 6: Results in up to 72 hours: Drive-up coronavirus testing location opens in Colorado
The location opened after Colorado Governor Jared Polis declared a state of emergency and called 
for expedited coronavirus testing.
https://fox6now.com/2020/03/12/results-in-up-to-72-hours-drive-up-coronavirus-testing-location-
opens-in-colorado/

Albuquerque Journal: Polis: Virus disproportionately affects Colorado ski country
“There are more difficult days ahead,” Polis said, telling the public to expect more cases. Again he 
urged people to maintain “social distancing” in public places of at least 6 feet (1.8 meters), wash 
hands frequently and stay home if sick.
https://www.abqjournal.com/1430690/polis-virus-disproportionately-affects-colorado-ski-
country.html

Denver Post: Amid coronavirus threat, Coloradans nix church handshakes, rethink trips and take 
other precautions
On Tuesday, after Gov. Jared Polis declared a state of emergency in Colorado, the archdiocese 
made most of its guidance mandatory, though distribution of communion hosts by hand remains 
only “highly recommended.” And on Wednesday, it announced new large event restrictions and told 
churches to remove shared hymnals, prayer books and paper products from pews.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/coronavirus-colorado-impact/



Pagosa Springs Sun: Keep informed about coronavirus
Gov. Jared Polis took action by declaring a state of emergency Tuesday. “What it does is it gives us 
access to resources and more legal flexibility to take steps now to protect the most vulnerable and 
better contain the outbreak, truly reducing the chances of the trajectory that has occurred in 
countries like Italy from occurring here in Colorado,” Polis said.
http://www.pagosasun.com/keep-informed-about-coronavirus/

North Forty News: Governor Jared Polis Declares State of Emergency for Colorado — What Does 
it Mean?
Today (March 10), Governor Jared Polis declared a state of emergency for the state of Colorado. In 
particular this will open up access to additional resources and give the state legal flexibility to 
take proactive steps to contain the spread of Coronavirus.
https://northfortynews.com/governor-jared-polis-declares-state-of-emergency-for-colorado-what-
does-it-mean/

Colorado Sun: Northern Colorado hospital worker tests positive for COVID-19, prompts possible 
self-quarantine for colleagues
Gov. Jared Polis issued an emergency declaration on Wednesday and told Coloradans on Wednesday 
to prepare for more infections. “This will get worse before it gets better,” he told reporters, 
calling the outbreak a “test of our Colorado character” that has no end in sight.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/12/covid-19-coronavirus-colorado-banner-pandemic/

Colorado Sun: Should the Colorado legislature shut down because of coronavirus? The 
conversation is well underway.
Because of Polis’ emergency declaration, the General Assembly has some, albeit limited, options. 
Rules governing emergency situations dictate that the legislature could take a long recess and pick 
back up again, without cutting into its constitutionally limited 120-day session. Any pending 
legislation would be frozen in whatever stage of the lawmaking process and continue when the 
session resumed.
https://coloradosun.com/2020/03/12/colorado-legislature-capitol-shutdown-coronavirus/

Patch: Coronavirus: Denver Public Elementary School Closed After Parent Tests Positive
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis issued rules Wednesday for school closures in the event a staff member 
or student tests positive for coronavirus. But in cases where a student's immediate family member 
tests positive, Polis left the decision up to school district leaders. The rules do say the student 
should be tested.
https://patch.com/colorado/denver/coronavirus-denver-public-elementary-school-closed-after-
parent-tests-positive

Denver Post: Tri-County Health officials field questions on coronavirus as pandemic racks 10 
Colorado counties
Gov. Jared Polis urged people over 60 and those with underlying health issues to avoid traveling to 
Colorado’s high country and to avoid attending large-scale community gatherings. The concern 
about Colorado’s mountain towns comes after nine of the state’s cases were confirmed among 
Australians visiting Aspen, on top of four in Eagle County and one in Summit County.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/11/coronavirus-covid19-town-hall-tri-county-health/

CHSAA Now: Attendance for state basketball to be limited to essential team personnel only; 
players permitted four guests
On Wednesday at 5:30 p.m., Gov. Jared Polis announced that the state wants large public 
gatherings, including sporting events, "to establish protocols where they can establish safe spacing 
at events" to help limit the spread of COVID-19.
https://chsaanow.com/2020-03-11/attendance-for-state-basketball-to-be-limited-to-essential-
team-personnel-only/

Bent County Democrat: Colorado’s 33 coronavirus cases halt trips for Pueblo D60
“The virus will be disproportionately be hitting our resort and mountain communities first,” Polis 



told reporters at a news conference. “We know these community health resources in these 
mountain communities have limited surge capacity. They’re also generally in higher altitudes.”
https://www.bcdemocratonline.com/news/20200311/colorados-33-coronavirus-cases-halt-trips-for-
pueblo-d60

Pine River Times: CHSAA to close state basketball tournaments to general public
After Gov. Jared Polis’ press conference Wednesday afternoon, the CHSAA commissioners met to 
discuss postseason tournaments to be held starting Thursday across the Front Range.
https://pinerivertimes.com/articles/130762-chsaa-to-close-state-basketball-tournaments-to-
general-public

Durango Herald: High country will be hardest hit by coronavirus, governor warns
“At this point, we can confirm community spread in the high country of Colorado,” said Polis, who 
announced a state of emergency on Tuesday. “We are likely on the verge of a tipping point where 
we will see more community spread in the days and weeks ahead.”
https://durangoherald.com/articles/317885

Daily Sentinel: Census invitations start arriving today
“The census is about so much more than a population count,” said Gov. Jared Polis. “It’s also about 
making sure our state gets the resources it needs to support our communities and plan for the 
future. Funding from the census can go toward new roads, new schools, new emergency services 
and economic opportunities.”
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/census-invitations-start-arriving-
today/article_e170a062-63ba-11ea-b40f-174b6cee4dbb.html

Aspen Public Radio: Polis: Colorado Approaching A 'Tipping Point' With Coronavirus
Gov. Jared Polis appeared somber in his office on Wednesday as he said the number of suspected 
COVID-19 cases in Colorado was growing and the disease is likely spreading "stealthily" around the 
state.

"I can say with a high degree of confidence this is going to get worse before it gets better," he said. 
"Until there is a vaccine, until there is a cure, some incidence of coronavirus is here to stay."
https://www.aspenpublicradio.org/post/polis-colorado-approaching-tipping-point-coronavirus

US News: Polis: Virus Disproportionately Affects Colorado Ski Country
Polis said officials have confirmed community spread — people who did not travel or have known 
contact with other infected people — in the high country of Colorado, but not yet in the Denver 
metro area. “We are acting and treating it as though it’s already occurring,” he said.

“There are more difficult days ahead,” Polis said, telling the public to expect more cases. Again he 
urged people to maintain “social distancing” in public places of at least 6 feet (1.8 meters), wash 
hands frequently and stay home if sick.
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/colorado/articles/2020-03-11/university-of-colorado-
going-online-amid-coronavirus-threat

9 News: Gov. Polis warns at-risk people to avoid high country during coronavirus outbreak
“[I’m] advising our resort communities to provide guidance to travelers over 60 or with chronic 
health issues should avoid unnecessary travel to the high country areas with the outbreaks, in 
particular, because of the lack of healthcare capacity for hospitalization and ventilation in these 
areas,” Polis said.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/gov-polis-warns-at-risk-people-not-to-
visit-high-country-during-coronavirus-outbreak/73-f3002ca2-2843-428a-a4e9-9909c7759d3b

Real Vail: Polis: ski towns should discourage certain guests as COVID-19 outbreak grows
Gov. Jared Polis used to represent Vail in Congress. His family still owns a home here. So he knows 
how vital travel and tourism is to the local economy. Still, he’s recommending ski areas discourage 
guests over the age of 60 with chronic health issues from traveling to Colorado’s high country.



That’s a big move – announced just after 5 p.m. at a COVID-19 press conference in Denver – because 
a lot of skiers are older, and because March is a huge month for the state’s multi-billion-dollar ski 
industry.
http://www.realvail.com/polis-says-ski-towns-should-discourage-certain-guests-from-visiting-due-
to-covid-19-outbreak/a7774/

Vail Daily: Colorado Gov. Polis: Coronavirus hitting mountain resort communities the hardest
At his press conference Wednesday, Polis was blunt, saying the COVID-19 outbreak will almost 
surely get worse before it gets better. And, while Polis said state and local officials are working as 
quickly as possible to ramp up testing, he also implored residents and visitors to take responsibility 
for their own well-being. Those steps include washing hands with soap, avoiding handshakes and 
keeping 6 to 8 feet away from other people.
https://www.vaildaily.com/news/polis-older-people-those-with-health-issues-should-not-travel-to-
mountain-resorts/

Summit Daily: Colorado Gov. Polis: Older people, those with health issues should not travel to 
mountain resorts
The virus tends to be more severe in people older than 60 as well as others with underlying health 
issues including diabetes and high blood pressure.

Given the number of cases in mountain resorts, Colorado Gov. Jared Polis on Wednesday asked 
those who are older, or have underlying health issues, to avoid coming to the mountains.
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/colorado-gov-polis-older-people-those-with-health-issues-
should-not-travel-to-mountain-resorts/

Lamar Ledger: CU, CSU and DU among Colorado universities moving classes online amid spread 
of coronavirus
On Tuesday, Gov. Jared Polis declared a state of emergency in light of the spreading virus. As of 
Wednesday afternoon, 33 cases had been confirmed in the state.
https://www.lamarledger.com/2020/03/11/university-colorado-boulder-coronavirus-online-classes/

KRCC: CO Ramps Up Coronavirus Response As Reported Cases Double In 1 Day, High Country 
Becomes 'Hot Spot'
Polis announced Wednesday the state would enact emergency rules limiting visitation to nursing 
facilities as well as directing CDHS to direct emergency policies for senior centers, veterans centers 
and the state hospital.

Polis also said the state would recommend school closures for 72 hours in cases where a positive 
case has been identified in a school.

"What is required is individual responsibility and action (in hygiene practices and social 
distancing)," Polis said.
https://www.krcc.org/post/co-ramps-coronavirus-response-reported-cases-double-1-day-high-
country-becomes-hot-spot

Westword: Polis COVID-19 Update: We May Be at Tipping Point for Spread in Denver
"At this point, we can confirm community spread in the high country of Colorado," Polis said. "We're 
still investigating and have not confirmed community spread in Denver, but we're treating it as if 
that's actually happening." He added that despite actions to slow the transmission of the virus, 
public-health officials have told him that "we are likely on the verge of a tipping point, where we 
will see more community spread."
https://www.westword.com/news/colorado-covid-19-update-and-denver-at-possible-tipping-point-
11663289

Out There Colorado: 44 cases, 11 counties; COVID-19 continues spread in Colorado
The latest uptick comes with additional cases in several parts of the state, including three new 
cases in Denver County, where Governor Polis stated that community spread is likely occurring, 



albeit in a stealth way. Lack of testing is likely a factor behind lack of detection, with numbers of 
those infected with the virus likely higher than reported. Eagle County also saw an increase of 
cases, now with 7 in total. Adams County was also added to the list of counties with positive cases.
https://www.outtherecolorado.com/44-cases-11-counties-covid-19-continues-spread-in-colorado/

CPR: Colorado Ramps Up Coronavirus Response As Reported Cases Double In One Day, High 
Country Becomes ‘Hot Spot’
The press conference follows the governor declaring a state of emergency on Tuesday which opened 
the door for more dramatic government actions. That included a new emergency rule that requires 
service and hospitality businesses to offer four days of paid leave for workers being tested for 
COVID-19, the disease.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/11/colorado-coronavirus-update-jared-polis-cases-doubled/

Crested Butte News: COVID-19 Virus Reaches Gunnison County
During a Wednesday evening press conference, Colorado Governor Jared Polis advised against 
unnecessary travel to resort and mountain communities, particularly for individuals who are over 
the age of 60 or who have chronic conditions. This advisory is due to the number of people 
traveling back and forth from resort communities to other parts of the state and the disproportion 
of the virus hitting the high country communities first based on the positive state numbers. “This 
will get worse before it gets better in Colorado,” said Polis.
http://crestedbuttenews.com/2020/03/covid-19-virus-reaches-gunnison-county/

CPR: Polis Confirms Community Spread Of New Coronavirus In Colorado High Country
Gov. Jared Polis confirmed on Wednesday that the new coronavirus has spread in the high country 
without being detected by public health workers.

The state suspects that they’ll find this phenomenon, known as community spread, along the Front 
Range.

In one concrete move, the governor is advising older people and those with compromised immune 
systems to avoid the high country. Nine cases have been diagnosed so far in Aspen.
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/11/polis-confirms-community-spread-of-new-coronavirus-in-
colorado-high-country/

Denver Post: Coronavirus threatens to upend Colorado political campaigns
Gov. Jared Polis declared a state of emergency on Tuesday, making the once-difficult job of 
collecting 10,500 valid signatures — 1,500 from each of Colorado’s seven congressional districts — 
even more difficult, some Democratic Senate candidates say. And they can only speculate about 
what comes next, as a coronavirus outbreak threatens to upend politics across the country in this 
pivotal election year.
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/us-senate-2020-coronavirus-colorado/

Daily Record: Gov. Jared Polis urges older people to avoid Colorado’s high country, large crowds
Gov. Jared Polis on Wednesday urged people over 60 and those with underlying health issues to 
avoid traveling to Colorado’s high country and not attend large-scale community gatherings 
following confirmation earlier in the day that the new coronavirus is spreading to people without 
known exposure to COVID-19.
https://www.canoncitydailyrecord.com/2020/03/11/colorado-coronavirus-high-country/

State of Reform: Colorado COVID-19 cases climb
Gov. Jared Polis said on Wednesday that Pitkin County – which includes Aspen – and other high-
country resorts in Colorado could be COVID-19 “hot spots” since they draw many out-of-state 
visitors during the year.

Polis said increased testing by the state lab is helping drive the number of confirmed cases in 
Colorado.
https://stateofreform.com/featured/2020/03/colorado-covid-19-cases-climb/



Colorado Politics: Number of cases of coronavirus double in state, Polis urges caution for high 
country
The governor announced new guidance for schools, child care facilities, nursing homes and senior 
centers. He also advised people over 60 years of age and those with chronic health issues stay out 
of Colorado's high country and avoid large gatherings. He didn't take the step of banning such 
gatherings, as has happened in Washington state, which limits groups to 250 or less. Community 
health care systems in resort and high country communities have limited capacity to deal with a 
surge of COVID-19 cases, the governor explained. 
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/number-of-cases-of-coronavirus-double-in-state-polis-
urges/article 1adafd32-63ea-11ea-ac3b-e7e5b56493fd.html

Denver 7: Colorado releases rules for 4 days of paid sick leave for people in certain industries to 
be tested for COVID-19
“Colorado is acting swiftly to contain the spread of this virus. These steps are important for 
individuals who work with vulnerable populations like older Coloradans and people with underlying 
health issues. When workers who might have Coronavirus lack paid sick leave, it poses a great risk 
to our ability to protect the public,” Polis said in a statement. “People want to do right by their 
fellow Coloradans and stay home when they are ill. But they shouldn’t be forced between doing 
what’s best for our community or missing rent. I am asking the entire private sector of Colorado to 
voluntarily offer paid sick leave pending Coronavirus testing results so that we can collectively do 
our part to contain the spread of the virus.”
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/national/coronavirus/colorado-releases-rules-for-4-days-
of-paid-sick-leave-for-people-in-certain-industries-to-be-tested-for-covid-19

FOX 21: “It’s not about politics, it’s about people’s health:” Governor Polis updates state on 
coronavirus cases
Governor Jared Polis address the state Wednesday evening, to update the public on new 
coronavirus cases, as well as the impact the virus is having on Colorado and beyond.
https://www.fox21news.com/health/coronavirus/drive-up-coronavirus-testing-location-opening-in-
denver-wednesday/

The Intercept: Mystery Group Attacking Colorado Public Option Funded by Hospital Lobbyists 
and Medical Debt Collection Firm 
The Colorado group, launched last year to defeat the public option proposed by Colorado Gov. 
Jared Polis, has aired thousands of advertisements across broadcast television and social media, 
disclosures show. Its parent group, the Partnership for America’s Health Care Future Action — a 
501(c)(4) that does not disclose donor information — spent $1,631,297 in January alone on ads and 
advocacy to undermine the Colorado public option bill.
https://theintercept.com/2020/03/12/colorado-health-care-public-option-hospital-lobbyists/

American Thinker: Colorado Goes over the Health Care Cliff
The purpose of Governor Polis’ reforms is clear from his Executive Order to establish the “Office of 
Saving People Money on Health Care.” Will his plan, called the Colorado Affordable Health Care 
Option or CAHCO, save money for consumers? Will it reduce state spending? What will be the effect 
on access to care?

CAHCO has financial controls similar to federal Medicare-for-All bill, H.R. 1384, and could be called 
Medicare-for-All “Lite.”  HB 1174 puts caps on Emergency Room charges. HB 1216 places price 
controls on insulin and potentially other medications. SB 5 allows government to undercut 
American drug manufacturers by purchasing pharmaceuticals from Canada. HB 1168 creates a re-
insurance fund to pay insurance companies when patients have very expensive claims. SB 238 
increases payments to home health workers, assuming the state can squeeze money from 
Washington. And there is HB 1004.
https://www.americanthinker.com/articles/2020/03/colorado_goes_over_the_health_care_cliff.html

9 News: Bill would increase fees for oil and gas operators to cover inspection costs
As far as other bills go, Governor Polis' emergency declaration on Tuesday allows the state 



legislature to suspend the current session that's supposed to run through May 6.
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/local-politics/bill-would-increase-fees-for-oil-and-gas-
operators-to-cover-inspection-costs/73-c41021da-59c2-4b07-9af1-c9b2677b6676

Denver Post: Coronavirus threatens Colorado budget, could bring halt to legislative session
“If we get a 5% decrease in our budget, that would be $600 million, roughly,” said state and budget 
writer Sen. Bob Rankin, R-Carbondale. “I think we should expect something like that.”...

...“Can we add money to K-12? Can we add money to higher education? Maybe not. The governor’s 
request for pre-K slots — $27 million. I don’t see how we could afford that. Opening a new state 
park — $10 million. We just voted yesterday to give a 7% increase to higher education. We have a 
3% increase across-the-board for state employee salaries. We’d have to go back and look at all of 
those. I suspect we’d have to reduce.”
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/coronavirus-colorado-legislature-budget/

Colorado Independent: Update: Colorado’s public/private healthcare option clears first hurdle
Sen. Jim Smallwood, a Republican from Parker, believes the bill will drive private insurance 
companies from the state and pave the way for a regional single-payer health care system, 
something upon which Gov. Jared Polis campaigned, but has barely mentioned since.
https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2020/03/12/colorado-public-option-healthcare/

Denver Post: There are no plans to close ski resorts due to coronavirus, Colorado health officials 
say
Despite warnings from Gov. Jared Polis that the coronavirus probably will “disproportionally” 
affect mountain communities which have limited capacities to treat victims, ski areas can continue 
to operate at least for the time being.
https://theknow.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/colorado-ski-resorts-not-closing-coronavirus/235327/

Colorado

Summit Daily: Coronavirus concerns postpone Colorado high school sports season
The Colorado High School Activities Association — the governing body of the state’s high school 
sports — announced in an statement from Commissioner Rhonda Blanford-Green shortly after noon 
Thursday that all CHSAA-sanctioned spring sports and activities will be suspended effective Friday 
through April 6 “to address concerns surrounding the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.”
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/coronavirus-concerns-postpone-colorado-high-school-sports-
season/

9 News: List of things canceled or postponed in Colorado due to the coronavirus
https://www.9news.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/canceled-postponed-colorado-
coronavirus/73-d67706ee-db9f-4631-8e00-b6bec07855d1

FOX 31: Colorado families wonder if they should cancel their spring break plans
https://kdvr.com/news/colorado-families-wonder-if-they-should-cancel-their-spring-break-plans/

CBS Denver: Coronavirus In Colorado: Presumptive Positive Cases Now At 44
“The state lab has completed test results on approximately 350 people in Colorado since testing 
started on February 28,” CDPHE officials wrote in a prepared statement.
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/12/coronavirus-colorado-presumptive-positive-cases-
thursday/

Steamboat Pilot & Today: All Colorado high school spring sports suspended due to COVID-19 
concerns; USSA cancels future events
https://www.steamboatpilot.com/news/all-colorado-high-school-spring-sports-suspended-due-to-
covid-19-concerns-ussa-cancels-future-events/



CBS Denver: Coronavirus: Colorado State University, University Of Northern Colorado Move To 
Online Classes
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/03/12/coronavirus-colorado-state-university-university-of-
northern-colorado-move-to-online-classes/

KRDO: Churches temporarily close, make changes in Colorado Springs due to COVID-19
https://krdo.com/news/local-news/2020/03/12/churches-temporarily-close-make-changes-in-
colorado-springs-due-to-covid-19/

9 News: Midday update: The latest on coronavirus on Colorado
Elementary school cancels classes, a drive-up testing center saw long lines for a 2nd day and the 
NHL is the latest league to stop playing amid the COVID-19 outbreak. 
https://www.9news.com/video/news/health/coronavirus/midday-update-the-latest-on-coronavirus-
on-colorado-march-12/73-2845e7f8-be2a-4168-8597-754e740d49dd

The Gazette: Space Symposium in Colorado Springs suffers blow with coronavirus travel ban
Cancellation of the symposium would be a big blow economically to  the Pikes Peak region. It draws 
more than 14,000 attendees and packs The Broadmoor while filling up hotels around the Pikes Peak 
region.
https://gazette.com/health/space-symposium-in-colorado-springs-suffers-blow-with-coronavirus-
travel/article_10fb4140-6477-11ea-a785-f76803dc3fbe.html

to prevent coronavirus among the 32,000 people who live inside
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/12/coronavirus-colorado-jails-prisons/

9 News: Colorado oil and gas seeking $18.25 million penalty for Firestone home explosion that 
killed 2
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/colorado-oil-and-gas-seeking-1825-penalty-for-
firestone-home-explosion/73-79867f24-adff-4663-a7b3-dd4d2ac716c7

Reporter-Herald: Colorado seeks record $18.25M fine against oil, gas operator at center of fatal 
2017 Firestone home explosion
https://www.reporterherald.com/2020/03/12/colorado-announces-18-25m-fine-against-oil-gas-
operator-at-center-of-fatal-2017-firestone-home-explosion/

Benzinga: Nine Western & Rural Colorado Counties Challenge Air Commission's December 
Rulemaking
"We have banded together to provide a rural voice for the public welfare, environmental concerns 
and economic viability of our communities," said Tom Jankovsky, commissioner, Garfield County 
Commission. "In this particular case, we have a simple ask of the Air Commission, which is for rules 
developed in a fair manner that recognize our needs as well as our successful efforts to protect air 
quality, without unnecessarily damaging our local economy."
https://www.benzinga.com/pressreleases/20/03/n15540191/nine-western-rural-colorado-counties-
challenge-air-commissions-december-rulemaking

Science Magazine: Threatening the vigor of the Colorado River
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/367/6483/1192 

The Gazette: Coronavirus: Colorado ranks 5fth in the US for largest number of positive cases
Out of the 45 infected states, Colorado ranked No. 5 for the largest number of presumptive 
positive and confirmed cases. Washington is No. 1 with 373 cases; New York is No. 2 with 216 cases; 
California is No. 3 with 179 cases; and Massachusetts is No. 4 with 95 reported cases. 
https://gazette.com/news/coronavirus-colorado-ranks-fth-in-the-us-for-largest-
number/article b93d42e2-63df-11ea-8d8a-134f743ac702.html

U.S.



NPR: Healthcare And Economic Despair
Americans spend way more on healthcare than people in other similarly rich countries. In fact, if 
the U.S. spent as much as the Swiss, who are number two in the world healthcare expense rankings 
— the amount of money left over would represent $8,300 per family. And guess what? The average 
Swiss person lives five years longer than the average American. So it's not as if we're getting a 
bargain for our money.
https://www.npr.org/2020/03/12/815128921/healthcare-and-economic-despair

Washington Post: Dow plunges 10 percent despite Fed lifeline as coronavirus panic grips 
investors
The Dow skidded 2,352.60 points for its worst finish since 1987. The Standard & Poor’s 500 index 
plunged 9.5 percent as stocks spiraled further into a bear market — which signifies a 20 percent 
decline from an all-time high.

The New York Fed will pump $1.5 trillion into the short-term lending markets that banks use to 
lend to each other on Thursday and Friday. The central bank also announced it will buy $60 billion 
worth of Treasury bonds for the next month (March 13 through April 13) to help keep that market 
functioning appropriately. Earlier this week, investors reported problems trading in U.S. 
government bonds. These irregularities echoed the types of freezes seen during the 2008 financial 
crisis, and the Fed appeared to want to act quickly to stop them.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/03/12/markets-live-updates-coronavirus-
economy/

Washington Post: US launches strikes in Iraq against Iranian-backed militias after attack that 
killed coalition troops 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2020/03/12/pentagon-awaiting-decision-
trump-how-respond-deadly-rocket-attack-iraq/

NYT: How the Coronavirus Is Changing Sports, Culture and Life in the U.S.: Live Updates
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/coronavirus-usa-03-12

CNN: Russian election meddling is back -- via Ghana and Nigeria -- and in your feeds
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/12/world/russia-ghana-troll-farms-2020-ward/index.html



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: Release: Lab to implement changes to drive-up
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 9:37:41 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Thu, Mar 12, 2020 at 9:35 PM
Subject: Release: Lab to implement changes to drive-up
To: Media Info - CDPHE <media_info@state.co.us>

 Lab to implement changes to drive-up
CDPHE drive-up COVID-19 testing site in Lowry tested more than 650 Coloradans in 2 

days
 
*We ask members of the media to help us disseminate this information as soon as 
possible 
 
DENVER, March 12, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment's 
(CDPHE) drive-up COVID-19 testing site in Lowry has collected tests for more than 650 
Coloradans since Tuesday, March 11. The results of these test results will give the state 
much needed epidemiological intelligence that is critical for policy decisions.
 
Due to the overwhelming response in the first two days, we will be operating with limited 
capacity on Friday, March 13. This will ensure the safety of our lab and health care 
workers and minimize unnecessary wait times. Because Colorado now has capacity for 
private labs to conduct testing, CDPHE encourages anyone who is symptomatic or who 
believes they may have been exposed to COVID-19 to call or email your physician first for 
guidance, obtain a doctor’s order for testing, and request information about private 
providers where you can get tested. Always call first before reporting to a health care 
facility for testing.

Any medical provider with a relationship with Labcorp or Qwest can send out the test, 
but be sure to contact your provider ahead of time because many providers have 
centralized sites for collection due to safety precautions.

CDPHE has determined that traffic patterns, on-site staffing, and lab testing capabilities 
can handle a maximum of 100-150 vehicles in the drive-up queue. 



Testing at the drive-up site will take place from noon-2 p.m. on Friday, March 13.

The first 100-150 vehicles in the queue will have access to the drive-up testing; 
all other vehicles that arrive after that will be encouraged to seek testing from a 
private provider. Always call ahead and speak with the health care facility in 
advance before going there for testing or treatment.

If you have a medical emergency, call 911- do not report to the testing site, as it is 
not a diagnostic facility not a care facility. If you have severe respiratory 
symptoms, especially shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, tell the dispatcher 
about your symptoms. Do not wait for a COVID-19 test to call 911.

If you are ill or suspect that you were exposed, but are not able to be immediately 
tested, please stay home, self-isolate, and contact your physician. 

For the safety of drive-up lab workers, hours of operation will be contingent upon 
safe weather. We will announce if we need to close the site due to unsafe 
conditions.

Unsafe conditions include any weather that can make personal protection 
equipment ineffective, such as any precipitation, wind, or colder temperatures. 

While waiting for their test results, individuals should stay at home. Those who 
receive positive test results may be issued isolation orders. Depending on test 
volume, we aim to contact individuals directly with their results within 72 hours.

Gov. Polis has deployed the Colorado National Guard to help manage logistics, traffic, 
and other assistance with capacity for the site.
 
Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.
 

###













From: Jared Polis - GOVOffice on behalf of Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To:
Subject: Fwd: Connecting Rachel and Betsy to the EOC
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 8:18:40 PM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Betsy Markey - OEDIT <betsy.markey@state.co.us>
Date: March 12, 2020 at 6:42:35 PM MDT
To: "Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin" <benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us>
Cc: Mike Willis - CDPS <mike.willis@state.co.us>, Jaclyn Kurle - CDPS
<jaclyn.kurle@state.co.us>, rachel@guildeducation.com, Lisa Kaufmann -
GOVOffice @state.co.us>, Jared Polis - GOVOffice

@state.co.us>, Scott Bookman - CDPHE <scott.bookman@state.co.us>,
Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>,
Angie.Paccione@dhe.state.co.us
Subject: Re: Connecting Rachel and Betsy to the EOC

Thanks Ben. I spoke with Rachel tonight and the business community- Colorado
and around the country - want to help Colorado in a big way to cope with
COVID-19. 

Mike and Jaclyn- let’s talk about testing and other resources needed where
additional private sector funding would be helpful.

Adding Angie - let’s talk about funding needs for universities. 

Thanks,
Betsy

Betsy Markey
Executive Director
Colorado Office of Economic Development
and International Trade 

On Mar 12, 2020, at 6:25 PM, Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin
<benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us> wrote:

Jaclyn and Mike,

Copied on this email are Betsy Markey and Rachel Romer Carlson.
Betsy is the Executive Director of OEDIT and is leading the business
response to COVID-19. Rachel is the CEO of Guild Education and
has been working with several colleagues in the tech sector and other



industries to provide support to the COVID-19 response.

Rachel and Betsy have asked what they can do to help, and where
their additional resources may be most helpful. I let them know that
we are collecting resource requests at the State Emergency
Operations Center - and focused on tests, swabs, and mobile testing
sites. Would you please coordinate with Rachel and Betsy, and let
them know where their resources would be most useful based on the
current demand you are experiencing at the EOC? 

Of course, do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any
questions or concerns. 

-- 
Ben Henderson, MPA
Director of Operations and Cabinet Affairs
Pronouns: He, Him, His
W (303) 866-4205 
C (480) 326-6799
benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us 
Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent 
by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be subject 
to public disclosure.



From: Smith, Dana on behalf of Smith, Dana <smith d@cde.state.co.us>
To: Willis - CDPS, Mike; Betsy Markey - OEDIT
Cc: Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin; Jaclyn Kurle - CDPS; rachel@guildeducation.com; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice;

Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Scott Bookman - CDPHE; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice; Angie Paccione; Anthes, Katy
Subject: RE: Connecting Rachel and Betsy to the EOC
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 7:59:32 PM
Attachments: image719245.png

image512691.png
image207550.png
image869720.png
image500951.png

Schools need help with e-learning and families need help with child care for young kids. We are
getting lots of pitches from vendors offering various solutions for e-learning, but districts have no
funding for it. In general, what are our most vulnerable kids going to do at home for two/three
weeks, or possibly more?
 
Dana Smith
Chief Communications Officer
Communications Division

P 303.866.6682
201 East Colfax Avenue, Denver, CO 80203
smith_d@cde.state.co.us | www.cde.state.co.us

Email cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or
incomplete, or contain viruses.  Therefore, email cannot be used to transfer files containing personally identifiable information of
educators or students.  Contact the intended recipient to mutually determine enhanced security options for transferring such
information.

From: Willis - CDPS, Mike <mike.willis@state.co.us> 
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2020 7:30 PM
To: Betsy Markey - OEDIT <betsy.markey@state.co.us>
Cc: Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin <benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us>; Jaclyn Kurle -
CDPS <jaclyn.kurle@state.co.us>; rachel@guildeducation.com; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice

@state.co.us>; Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>; Scott Bookman -
CDPHE <scott.bookman@state.co.us>; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice
<danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>; Angie Paccione <Angie.Paccione@dhe.state.co.us>; Anthes,
Katy <Anthes_K@cde.state.co.us>; Smith, Dana <smith_d@cde.state.co.us>
Subject: Re: Connecting Rachel and Betsy to the EOC

 
Also looping in CDE for thoughts from p-12 schools.
 
Mike
 
On Thu, Mar 12, 2020 at 6:42 PM Betsy Markey - OEDIT <betsy.markey@state.co.us> wrote:

Thanks Ben. I spoke with Rachel tonight and the business community- Colorado and around the



country - want to help Colorado in a big way to cope with COVID-19. 
 
Mike and Jaclyn- let’s talk about testing and other resources needed where additional private
sector funding would be helpful.
 
Adding Angie - let’s talk about funding needs for universities. 
 
Thanks,
Betsy

Betsy Markey
Executive Director
Colorado Office of Economic Development
and International Trade 

On Mar 12, 2020, at 6:25 PM, Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin
<benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us> wrote:

Jaclyn and Mike,
 
Copied on this email are Betsy Markey and Rachel Romer Carlson. Betsy is
the Executive Director of OEDIT and is leading the business response to COVID-19.
Rachel is the CEO of Guild Education and has been working with several colleagues in
the tech sector and other industries to provide support to the COVID-19 response.
 
Rachel and Betsy have asked what they can do to help, and where their additional
resources may be most helpful. I let them know that we are collecting resource
requests at the State Emergency Operations Center - and focused on tests, swabs,
and mobile testing sites. Would you please coordinate with Rachel and Betsy, and let
them know where their resources would be most useful based on the current
demand you are experiencing at the EOC? 
 
Of course, do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
--
Ben Henderson, MPA
Director of Operations and Cabinet Affairs
Pronouns: He, Him, His
W (303) 866-4205
C (480) 326-6799
benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us
Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or
to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public
disclosure.
 

 





From: Hunter - GovOffice, Michelle on behalf of Hunter - GovOffice, Michelle <michelle.m.hunter@state.co.us>
To: Gov AllStaff@state.co.us; OEDIT Everybody@state.co.us; CEO Staff@state.co.us
Subject: Updates and Information - COVID-19
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 7:37:57 PM
Attachments: COVID-19.docx

Hello Everyone!  In an effort to keep you safe and informed, the attached document has
updated information pertaining to COVID-19 , Governor's Office directives and initiatives, as
well as, practical tips to help you stay safe and healthy. Please read the document and don't
hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  Thank you and take care!!

-- 

Michelle Hunter

Deputy Director of Human Resources

P 303.866.6309

200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
Michelle.M.Hunter@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor



From: Willis - CDPS, Mike on behalf of Willis - CDPS, Mike <mike.willis@state.co.us>
To: Betsy Markey - OEDIT
Cc: Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin; Jaclyn Kurle - CDPS; rachel@guildeducation.com; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice;

Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Scott Bookman - CDPHE; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice; Angie Paccione; Anthes, Katy;
Smith, Dana

Subject: Re: Connecting Rachel and Betsy to the EOC
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 7:29:58 PM

Also looping in CDE for thoughts from p-12 schools.

Mike

On Thu, Mar 12, 2020 at 6:42 PM Betsy Markey - OEDIT <betsy.markey@state.co.us>
wrote:

Thanks Ben. I spoke with Rachel tonight and the business community- Colorado and around
the country - want to help Colorado in a big way to cope with COVID-19. 

Mike and Jaclyn- let’s talk about testing and other resources needed where additional private
sector funding would be helpful.

Adding Angie - let’s talk about funding needs for universities. 

Thanks,
Betsy

Betsy Markey
Executive Director
Colorado Office of Economic Development
and International Trade 

On Mar 12, 2020, at 6:25 PM, Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin
<benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us> wrote:

Jaclyn and Mike,

Copied on this email are Betsy Markey and Rachel Romer Carlson. Betsy is
the Executive Director of OEDIT and is leading the business response to
COVID-19. Rachel is the CEO of Guild Education and has been working with
several colleagues in the tech sector and other industries to provide support to
the COVID-19 response.

Rachel and Betsy have asked what they can do to help, and where their
additional resources may be most helpful. I let them know that we are collecting
resource requests at the State Emergency Operations Center - and focused on
tests, swabs, and mobile testing sites. Would you please coordinate with Rachel
and Betsy, and let them know where their resources would be most useful based
on the current demand you are experiencing at the EOC? 

Of course, do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions or
concerns. 



-- 
Ben Henderson, MPA
Director of Operations and Cabinet Affairs
Pronouns: He, Him, His
W (303) 866-4205 
C (480) 326-6799
benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us 
Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to 
me on this state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.

-- 

Brig Gen(Ret) Mike Willis | Director - Office of Emergency Management 

720.852.6694 Desk | 720.852.6750 Fax I 303.819.1094 Cell

9195 E. Mineral Avenue Suite 200, Centennial, CO 80112
mike.willis@state.co.us | www.dhsem.state.co.us
www.readycolorado.com  | www.coemergency.com
http://cdpsweb.state.co.us



From: Angie Paccione on behalf of Angie Paccione <Angie.Paccione@dhe.state.co.us>
To: Betsy Markey - OEDIT; Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin
Cc: Mike Willis - CDPS; Jaclyn Kurle - CDPS; rachel@guildeducation.com; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Jared Polis -

GOVOffice; Scott Bookman - CDPHE; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: Connecting Rachel and Betsy to the EOC
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 7:09:59 PM

Thanks Betsy

One of the most immediate needs is for laptops for students who do not have them - so they
can switch to online instructional delivery. This is an equity issue in which the business
community can make an important and immediate impact. We will conduct a survey of the
institution CEOs/Presidents to get a ballpark figure of how many laptops might be needed.

Angie

Sent from my iPhone

Dr. Angie Paccione
Executive Director
Colorado Department of Higher Education
1600 Broadway, Suite 2200
Denver, CO 80202
Office: (303) 862-3001
angie.paccione@dhe.state.co.us

highered.colorado.gov
#CORises

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-
owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.

From: Betsy Markey - OEDIT <betsy.markey@state.co.us>
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2020 6:42:35 PM
To: Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin <benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us>
Cc: Mike Willis - CDPS <mike.willis@state.co.us>; Jaclyn Kurle - CDPS <jaclyn.kurle@state.co.us>;
rachel@guildeducation.com <rachel@guildeducation.com>; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice

@state.co.us>; Jared Polis - GOVOffice @state.co.us>; Scott Bookman - CDPHE
<scott.bookman@state.co.us>; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>; Angie
Paccione <Angie.Paccione@dhe.state.co.us>
Subject: Re: Connecting Rachel and Betsy to the EOC
 
Thanks Ben. I spoke with Rachel tonight and the business community- Colorado and around
the country - want to help Colorado in a big way to cope with COVID-19. 

Mike and Jaclyn- let’s talk about testing and other resources needed where additional private
sector funding would be helpful.

Adding Angie - let’s talk about funding needs for universities. 



Thanks,
Betsy

Betsy Markey
Executive Director
Colorado Office of Economic Development
and International Trade 

On Mar 12, 2020, at 6:25 PM, Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin
<benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us> wrote:

Jaclyn and Mike,

Copied on this email are Betsy Markey and Rachel Romer Carlson. Betsy is
the Executive Director of OEDIT and is leading the business response to COVID-
19. Rachel is the CEO of Guild Education and has been working with several
colleagues in the tech sector and other industries to provide support to the
COVID-19 response.

Rachel and Betsy have asked what they can do to help, and where their additional
resources may be most helpful. I let them know that we are collecting resource
requests at the State Emergency Operations Center - and focused on tests, swabs,
and mobile testing sites. Would you please coordinate with Rachel and Betsy, and
let them know where their resources would be most useful based on the current
demand you are experiencing at the EOC? 

Of course, do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions or
concerns. 

-- 
Ben Henderson, MPA
Director of Operations and Cabinet Affairs
Pronouns: He, Him, His
W (303) 866-4205 
C (480) 326-6799
benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us 
Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me 
on this state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Betsy Markey - OEDIT on behalf of Betsy Markey - OEDIT <betsy.markey@state.co.us>
To: Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin
Cc: Mike Willis - CDPS; Jaclyn Kurle - CDPS; rachel@guildeducation.com; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Jared Polis -

GOVOffice; Scott Bookman - CDPHE; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice; Angie.Paccione@dhe.state.co.us
Subject: Re: Connecting Rachel and Betsy to the EOC
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 6:42:41 PM

Thanks Ben. I spoke with Rachel tonight and the business community- Colorado and around
the country - want to help Colorado in a big way to cope with COVID-19. 

Mike and Jaclyn- let’s talk about testing and other resources needed where additional private
sector funding would be helpful.

Adding Angie - let’s talk about funding needs for universities. 

Thanks,
Betsy

Betsy Markey
Executive Director
Colorado Office of Economic Development
and International Trade 

On Mar 12, 2020, at 6:25 PM, Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin
<benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us> wrote:

Jaclyn and Mike,

Copied on this email are Betsy Markey and Rachel Romer Carlson. Betsy is
the Executive Director of OEDIT and is leading the business response to COVID-
19. Rachel is the CEO of Guild Education and has been working with several
colleagues in the tech sector and other industries to provide support to the
COVID-19 response.

Rachel and Betsy have asked what they can do to help, and where their additional
resources may be most helpful. I let them know that we are collecting resource
requests at the State Emergency Operations Center - and focused on tests, swabs,
and mobile testing sites. Would you please coordinate with Rachel and Betsy, and
let them know where their resources would be most useful based on the current
demand you are experiencing at the EOC? 

Of course, do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions or
concerns. 

-- 
Ben Henderson, MPA
Director of Operations and Cabinet Affairs
Pronouns: He, Him, His
W (303) 866-4205 
C (480) 326-6799



benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us 
Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me 
on this state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Rachel Carlson on behalf of Rachel Carlson <rachel@guildeducation.com>
To: Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin
Cc: Mike Willis - CDPS; Jaclyn Kurle - CDPS; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Scott Bookman -

CDPHE; Betsy Markey - OEDIT; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice; Zoe Weintraub; Josh Scott
Subject: Re: Connecting Rachel and Betsy to the EOC
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 6:35:45 PM

Thanks Ben! 

Jaclyn and Mike - great to meet you. I'm working with a group of national CEOs and the
Business Roundtable, as well as Kent Thiry here locally and a group of 20 Colorado CEOs.

We'd love to put together a response effort & funding from the business and philanthropic
community, similar to what Gates is leading in Seattle and what the Chan-Zuckerberg team is
leading in SF,  for each state. I'm spearheading for Colorado, and we'd like to help with
anything you all need, such as help funding test production and vaccines, as well as ensuring
businesses are enacting best practices like social distancing. 

Could we get a call scheduled tonight or tomorrow AM on how to support you all and proceed
with Colorado's plan? 

We're getting together with Senator Bennet tomorrow at 1 pm to discuss as well and would
like to include others who you believe could helpful.

Let me know how best to proceed - my cell is 303-956-9006. 

Thanks,
Rachel 

On Thu, Mar 12, 2020 at 6:25 PM Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin
<benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us> wrote:

Jaclyn and Mike,

Copied on this email are Betsy Markey and Rachel Romer Carlson. Betsy is the Executive
Director of OEDIT and is leading the business response to COVID-19. Rachel is the CEO of
Guild Education and has been working with several colleagues in the tech sector and other
industries to provide support to the COVID-19 response.

Rachel and Betsy have asked what they can do to help, and where their additional resources
may be most helpful. I let them know that we are collecting resource requests at the State
Emergency Operations Center - and focused on tests, swabs, and mobile testing sites. Would
you please coordinate with Rachel and Betsy, and let them know where their resources
would be most useful based on the current demand you are experiencing at the EOC? 

Of course, do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns. 

-- 
Ben Henderson, MPA
Director of Operations and Cabinet Affairs
Pronouns: He, Him, His



W (303) 866-4205 
C (480) 326-6799
benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us 
Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this 
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.

-- 

photo

 

Rachel Carlson
Guild Education
Rachel@guildeducation.com 
www.guildeducation.com
370 17th St., Suite 3475, Denver, CO 80202 

 



From: Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin on behalf of Henderson - GOVOffice, Benjamin
<benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us>

To: Mike Willis - CDPS; Jaclyn Kurle - CDPS
Cc: rachel@guildeducation.com; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Scott Bookman - CDPHE; Betsy

Markey - OEDIT; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice
Subject: Connecting Rachel and Betsy to the EOC
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 6:25:53 PM

Jaclyn and Mike,

Copied on this email are Betsy Markey and Rachel Romer Carlson. Betsy is the Executive
Director of OEDIT and is leading the business response to COVID-19. Rachel is the CEO of
Guild Education and has been working with several colleagues in the tech sector and other
industries to provide support to the COVID-19 response.

Rachel and Betsy have asked what they can do to help, and where their additional resources
may be most helpful. I let them know that we are collecting resource requests at the State
Emergency Operations Center - and focused on tests, swabs, and mobile testing sites. Would
you please coordinate with Rachel and Betsy, and let them know where their resources would
be most useful based on the current demand you are experiencing at the EOC? 

Of course, do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns. 

-- 
Ben Henderson, MPA
Director of Operations and Cabinet Affairs
Pronouns: He, Him, His
W (303) 866-4205 
C (480) 326-6799
benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us 
Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this 
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor on behalf of Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
To: undisclosed-recipients:
Subject: Fwd: RELEASE CDPHE confirms 4 additional new presumptive positive cases in Colorado
Date: Thursday, March 12, 2020 4:59:18 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Info - CDPHE, Media <media_info@state.co.us>
Date: Thu, Mar 12, 2020 at 4:57 PM
Subject: RELEASE CDPHE confirms 4 additional new presumptive positive cases in
Colorado

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: 

COVID-19 MEDIA LINE: 303-900-2849 (Please leave a message)

Email: media_info@state.co.us 

 
 

CDPHE confirms 4 additional new presumptive positive cases in Colorado

DENVER, March 12, 2020: The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) confirmed 4 new presumptive positive cases in Colorado, based on afternoon 
test results. All the cases were in Eagle County. CDPHE announced 11 presumptive 
positive cases earlier today. That brings the total number of presumptive positive cases 
to date to 49, which includes one indeterminate case that public health is treating as a 
presumptive positive. The state lab has completed test results on more than 400 
people in Colorado since testing started on February 28. 

Case 1:
Gender: Male
Age: 20s
County: Eagle 
Exposure: Under investigation

Case 2:
Gender: Female
Age: 30s
County: Eagle
Exposure: Under investigation



Case 3: 
Gender: Male
Age: 80s
County: Eagle
Exposure: Under investigation

Case 4:
Gender: Female
Age: 30
County: Eagle
Exposure: Under investigation

Note to media: Beginning today, we will release updated case numbers twice daily: in 
the early afternoon and evening. If there is a significant event other than updated 
numbers, we will send out additional releases. 

To ensure expedience on reporting presumptive positive cases, the state will provide 
overall testing statistics as soon as we are able on the website. 

Continue to stay up to date by visiting colorado.gov/cdphe/2019-novel-coronavirus.

 

####



From: Gardner, Cory (Gardner) on behalf of Gardner, Cory (Gardner) <Case.IH@gardner.senate.gov>
To: jpolis@state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: Korean COVID-19 Test Kit Approved Exporting Companies
Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2020 11:29:39 AM
Attachments: Approved COVID-19 Testing Kits for Export.pdf

ATT00001.htm
COVID-19 Kit for export (contact info).pdf
ATT00002.htm

Sent from my iPhone
 

*First attachment shows the nine Korean companies approved for exporting test
kits.

 

*The second is the contact info for each company.

 

*With the time difference, 8:00PM ET tonight is 9:00AM Korea time tomorrow.
Thus if your folks in Colorado being outreach at 6:00PM MDT, they will get the
jump start. Hope that helps brother.

 

*Colorado needs to touch base with the Korean’s TONIGHT or they lose the time
advantage as the attached company information will widely distributed tomorrow.

 



From: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey on behalf of Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey <kacey.wulff@state.co.us>
To: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared
Cc: Matt Blumberg; Sarah Tuneberg; Kyle Brown - DORA
Subject: Re: Korean COVID-19 Test Kit Approved Exporting Companies
Date: Wednesday, March 25, 2020 11:52:22 AM

Hey Gov,

We are on it and will report back progress in the next hour.

Thanks!
Kacey

On Wed, Mar 25, 2020 at 11:34 AM Polis - GOVOffice, Jared <jpolis@state.co.us> wrote:
I talked to Corey Gardner today. He says that if we are able to reach out and ready to place
orders for scaleable testing at 6 pm tonight we will have a head start and be first in line for
these approved Korea exports which will otherwise go live tomorrow. Please prioritize this
vetting and action this evening, I'm available as is Senator Gardner if needed.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Gardner, Cory (Gardner) <Case.IH@gardner.senate.gov>
Date: Wed, Mar 25, 2020 at 11:29 AM
Subject: Fwd: Korean COVID-19 Test Kit Approved Exporting Companies
To: jpolis@state.co.us <jpolis@state.co.us>

Sent from my iPhone
 

*First attachment shows the nine Korean companies approved for exporting test
kits.

 

*The second is the contact info for each company.

 

*With the time difference, 8:00PM ET tonight is 9:00AM Korea time
tomorrow. Thus if your folks in Colorado being outreach at 6:00PM MDT, they
will get the jump start. Hope that helps brother.

 

*Colorado needs to touch base with the Korean’s TONIGHT or they lose the
time advantage as the attached company information will widely distributed
tomorrow.

 



-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor







-- 
Blake Whealy
(708) 269-4554
Blake@centennialstatelab.com

-- 
Blake Whealy
(708) 269-4554
Blake@centennialstatelab.com

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.

-- 
David Oppenheim
Legislative Director

303-725-6271 (c)
200 E Colfax, Room 136 | Denver, CO 80203
david.oppenheim@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor



From: Pat Meyers - CDPS on behalf of Pat Meyers - CDPS <pmeyers@state.co.us>
To: peterpham1@gmail.com; HCPF COVIDPPE
Cc: Kacey Wulff - GOVOffice; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice; Barbara Grogan; Ross Grogan; Jared Polis - GOVOffice;

January Montano - HCPF
Subject: RE: Intro to Peter Pham | Colorado Governor - drive thru Testing 1 week 10k/day
Date: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 5:05:21 PM

Peter, I’ll follow up on the PPE and forward your message to Kyle who is point on testing.
 
From: Peter Pham [mailto:peterpham1@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 4:39 PM
To: Pat Meyers - CDPS; COVIDPPE, hcpf_covidppe@state.co.us
Cc: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice; Barbara Grogan; Ross Grogan; Jared Polis -
GOVOffice; January Montano - HCPF
Subject: Re: Intro to Peter Pham | Colorado Governor - drive thru Testing 1 week 10k/day
 
Team CO. 
 
2 things. 1st - I wanted to follow up with your possible order.  Governor Polis per our 1st
phone call you said you could pay 3 days after receiving. And as I mentioned that's been the
main bottleneck since factories all require 50% min upfront. Especially to keep prices close to
cost, and in most cases 30-50% less than others. So we've been able to secure payment terms
of net 3 up to $10M order, which I've attached below. It isn't the entire order you need (that's
$12.7M) but it's most of it.

But the other thing we discussed is it has to be an irrevocable PO. As you can imagine risking
the capital, then having it cancelled before we deliver it, isnt a normal risk.
 
Per the CO team, you can only do a cancellable PO, and pay AFTER you test at university of 
CO. Which is an undetermined guaranteed time frame. The entire industry uses www.sgs.com
a 3rd party testing company for this assurance of quality, but that process is usually done in a
day or two, in china before it boards the plane.  
 
The short of it is if you can only do cancellable PO's and payment after testing (estimate of net
14-30)  we might be able to do 1/5 of the order to mitigate risk (approximately $2M) and do it
in batches. But of course that just extends out the time you receive it all to months as each
batch is about a 2-3  week delivery.  Shipping continues to skyrocket for airfreight so we
would just pass that cost along, but it's gotten as high as $2M for air compared to $30K ocean.
 
Please let us know what you'd like to do to proceed, we definitely want to help you out.
Hawaii, NY are happy references if you need. (they paid 50% upfront, and  now are doing



100% upfront  or 70% to give you baselines, including IL which is doing an order this week.  
 
 
2. Separately, Drive thru testing  of COVID. 
 

One of the companies that I helped 4 weeks ago to get ramped up was a drive thru
COVID testing company that was doing mouth swabs in LA. They setup got to 75K
tests done now, and are starting to provide the service to other cities/states to
setup drive thru testing setup within a week and each site can do 1k/day . Think of
them as a full plug and play service.
 
The big thing here is it's a mouth swab  vs  nasopharyngeal swabs (long stick up the
noise as far as it goes aka brain swabs)
The latter btw I think is discouraging people from tests since they know it's a pretty
uncomfortable swab. But more importantly the PPE burn on the  nasopharyngeal
swab is 1 per test. So each time you swab you have to swap out PPE since you are
administering it inches away from the patient with sneezing/coughing and it's about
80% accurate since there is some reliance on swabbing correctly, deep enough in the
back of your brain.
 
Here is their mouth swab process which is self administered (patient rolls up their
window after being handed kit to cough and swab and they do it in their car) and then
hands it back, thus no burn of PPE.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNopEE7lC6E 
 
 
Pricing:

· $150 for the test kits
· Curative pays test kit shipping to the customer (they ship out of LA and can
have kits in 2 days to  you up to 25k/day)
· Trainer will assist with site setup and provide bar code scanners
· Customer needs provide their own laptops 
· Customer pays for shipping samples back to the lab

Let me know if this is of interest, and I can introduce you. Alaska, Air Force and
Florida are using it with alot of others about to get in line. They are ramping another
facility and can test 10k tests a day. They right now will provide results 24hrs from
when they receive it from you.
 
Peter
 
--
 
 
www.twitter.com/peterpham

3 Attachments
 
 



Preview YouTube video Covid-19 Oral Fluid Test Kit Instructions

     

 

 



From: Peter Pham on behalf of Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com>
To: Pat Meyers - CDPS; COVIDPPE  hcpf covidppe@state.co.us
Cc: Wulff - GOVOffice  Kacey; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice; Barbara Grogan; Ross Grogan; Jared Polis - GOVOffice; January Montano - HCPF
Subject: Re: Intro to Peter Pham | Colorado Governor - drive thru Testing 1 week 10k/day
Date: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 4:40:01 PM
Attachments: Gothams Curative COVID-19 Brief.pdf

Curative COVID19 Test Collection Field Guide Version 1.pdf

Team CO. 

2 things. 1st - I wanted to follow up with your possible order.  Governor Polis per our 1st phone call you said you could pay 3 days after
receiving. And as I mentioned that's been the main bottleneck since factories all require 50% min upfront. Especially to keep prices close to
cost, and in most cases 30-50% less than others. So we've been able to secure payment terms of net 3 up to $10M order, which I've attached
below. It isn't the entire order you need (that's $12.7M) but it's most of it.

But the other thing we discussed is it has to be an irrevocable PO. As you can imagine risking the capital, then having it cancelled before we
deliver it, isnt a normal risk.

Per the CO team, you can only do a cancellable PO, and pay AFTER you test at university of  CO. Which is an undetermined guaranteed time
frame. The entire industry uses www.sgs.com a 3rd party testing company for this assurance of quality, but that process is usually done in a
day or two, in china before it boards the plane.  

The short of it is if you can only do cancellable PO's and payment after testing (estimate of net 14-30)  we might be able to do 1/5 of the order
to mitigate risk (approximately $2M) and do it in batches. But of course that just extends out the time you receive it all to months as each batch
is about a 2-3  week delivery.  Shipping continues to skyrocket for airfreight so we would just pass that cost along, but it's gotten as high as
$2M for air compared to $30K ocean.

Please let us know what you'd like to do to proceed, we definitely want to help you out. Hawaii, NY are happy references if you need. (they
paid 50% upfront, and  now are doing 100% upfront  or 70% to give you baselines, including IL which is doing an order this week.  

2. Separately, Drive thru testing  of COVID. 

One of the companies that I helped 4 weeks ago to get ramped up was a drive thru COVID testing company that was doing mouth swabs in LA. They setup got to
75K tests done now, and are starting to provide the service to other cities/states to setup drive thru testing setup within a week and each site can do 1k/day .
Think of them as a full plug and play service.

The big thing here is it's a mouth swab  vs  nasopharyngeal swabs (long stick up the noise as far as it goes aka brain swabs)
The latter btw I think is discouraging people from tests since they know it's a pretty uncomfortable swab. But more importantly the PPE burn on the 
nasopharyngeal swab is 1 per test. So each time you swab you have to swap out PPE since you are administering it inches away from the patient with
sneezing/coughing and it's about 80% accurate since there is some reliance on swabbing correctly, deep enough in the back of your brain.

Here is their mouth swab process which is self administered (patient rolls up their window after being handed kit to cough and swab and they do it in their car) and
then hands it back, thus no burn of PPE.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNopEE7lC6E 

 

Pricing:

$150 for the test kits
Curative pays test kit shipping to the customer (they ship out of LA and can have kits in 2 days to  you up to 25k/day)
Trainer will assist with site setup and provide bar code scanners
Customer needs provide their own laptops 
Customer pays for shipping samples back to the lab

Let me know if this is of interest, and I can introduce you. Alaska, Air Force and Florida are using it with alot of others about to get in line. They are ramping
another facility and can test 10k tests a day. They right now will provide results 24hrs from when they receive it from you.

Peter

--

www.twitter.com/peterpham



Preview YouTube video C      
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WELCOME 
 
 
Curative Inc. uses an oral fluid test that allows for easy, 
accurate, fast, and safe self-collection of samples using an 
oral swab to detect COVID-19. This test reduces the 
amount of PPE needed and protects healthcare 
professionals from interacting directly with patients. As of 
April 17th, the FDA has authorized Curative’s oral fluid 
test under Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) 
guidelines.  
 
The purpose of this document is to provide a general 
overview of the testing process. Please consult with a 
Curative representative prior to any test deployment.  
 
Please do not start opening kits or testing before you 
have read this manual and connected with your 
representative from the Curative team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COVID-19 Test Collection Field Guide - Version  1 
 



 
 

PRIOR TO SETTING UP YOUR SITE 
 

I. Relevant Points of Contact 
 

A.  Account Representative (Curative) 
A clearly identified contact for your organization. The account representative will be your 
primary point of contact for all general questions and can direct you to the appropriate point 
of contact. 
 

B.  Logistics Representative (Curative) 
The logistics representative will assist in the shipment of test kits to and from the test site. 
Your collection kits will be picked up on a regular basis by a courier to be brought back to a 
Curative laboratory for processing.  Curative will need a postal address for the drop-off and 
pick-up of the collection kits. 

 
C.  Requesting Physician (Customer Provided) 

Test kits must be ordered via a requesting physician. This is a legal requirement. The 
requesting physician can be the same person for a whole city or county. They will also approve 
the final results script to be sent out to patients. 
 
Required information about the requesting physician: 

● Name  
● Contact info 
● National Provider Identifier (NPI) # 

 
Before we can start processing your tests, we require a signed form from the requesting 
physician.  
 

D. Data Representative (Curative) 
The data representative will help tailor the Curative software to your site-specific needs. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COVID-19 Test Collection Field Guide - Version  1 
 



 
 
 
 
Prior to setting up your collection  site, think about the following questions: 

 
1. APPOINTMENTS  

● Who will get tested? 
● Do people need to be screened or meet eligibility requirements?  
● Are some populations (healthcare providers) prioritized over others? 
● What information needs to be collected about each patient? 

 
2. RESULTS  

● How would you like your results to be reported to you?  
● May Curative report test results to the local Public Health Department? 

(Typically, labs are required to notify DPH within one hour of detecting a 
positive COVID-19 sample). 

● How are results communicated to patients? (Email, phone call, text messaging, 
other) 

● Will there be a specific policy for COVID-19 negative / positive patients?  
(Ex: will positive patients be individually called by your organisation's medical 
staff?) 
 

3. ADMINISTRATORS 
● How many administrator logins will you need? 
● Should the administrator of one site be able to see appointments / information 

about your other sites? 
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II. Software 

 

The Curative softwares serves as a portal for 
patients to book appointments.  

 

Check-in software will be used at your 
different sites, whether they are drive-thrus or 
walk-thrus. You will receive unique admin 
logins.  
 
 https://drivethru.curativeinc.com 
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SETTING UP YOUR SITE 
 

I. RECOMMENDED EQUIPMENT  
 
Traffic Control  

● Lot space (drive-thru) 
● Cones (drive-thru) 
● Caution tape (walk-thru / drive-thru) 
● Signs (walk-thru / drive-thru) 

 
Safety / Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

● Gloves (S, M, L) 
● Masks (N95 and surgical) 
● Gowns or disposable clean room suits 
● Glasses or goggles 
● Face shields 
● Ethanol spray 
● Hand washing station or hand sanitizer 
● Plastic container to put soapy water for sanitizing goggles 
● Collection bins for used test kits 
● Biohazard bags & bins 
● Trash bags 

 
For Staffers 

● Tables and chairs 
● Easy ups (for shade and sometimes rain) if outside  
● Walled tent for storage  
● Porta Potty 

 
Technology 

● Wi-Fi  
● Generator 
● Extension cords 
● Laptops with a USB input 
● Barcode scanners 
● Handheld radios (optional) 

 
Storage 

● Locked tent / container for storing the collection kits 
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III. STAFFING RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Per site, in addition to one site manager, we recommend the following number of staff :  
 

Pre Check-in  Check-In   Specimen Collection  Collection Kit Deposit 

1-2   2 minimum  1 medical facilitator 
If multiple lanes, 1 
medical facilitator 
can be used for up to 
two lanes 

1 person (optional) 

 
Staffing considerations : 
 

● For recruitment purposes, we recommend taking into account station specific needs : 
○ Staff members with loud voices 
○ Staff member with basic computer skills  

● Consider if there will be rotations. If so, how is this communicated and displayed on site 
(printed out, white board etc.)? 

● Plan regular all-hands meetings. Many sites start with a morning briefing at a minimum.  
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IV. RECOMMENDED SAFETY 
 

A. Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) / Biohazard Management  
 
We recommend that all personnel on site should always wear a mask and gloves, even in the 
cold zone. 
 
We recommend the following list of PPE :  
 

● Gloves (S, M, L) 
● Masks (N95 and surgical) 
● Gowns or bunny suits 
● Glasses or goggles or face shields 
● Ethanol spray 
● Hand washing station or hand sanitizer 
● Plastic container to put soapy water for sanitizing goggles 
● Plastic container  
● Collection bins for used test kits 
● Biohazard bags & bins 
● Trash bags 

 
To keep the command center as clean as possible, we recommend placing a hand sanitizer 
station in close proximity to the entrance.  
 
Many sites place a shallow bucket of bleach water in front of the entrance to clean off the 
bottom of shoes.  
 
We recommend that biohazard bins be clearly identified and separated from regular trash. 
 

B. Hot, Warm, Cold Zones 
 

We recommend your site be split into 3 distinct zones : hot, warm, cold. This temperature scale 
refers to how close staff is to a potential COVID-19 patient.  
 
Definitions :  

● Hot : “direct” contact with patients / <7 feet  
● Warm : second degree contact with patients / 7-20 feet  
● Cold : no exposure risk / >20 feet 
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Limit as much as possible all crossing into different zones. The zone separation should be very 
clearly marked (see photo). Return to the decontamination site before going back to a cold 
zone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example of different zones at a drive-thru test site : 
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PPE recommendations differ depending on zone designation :  
 

 Recommended PPE   Designation 

● Bodysuit / gown 
● N95 mask 
● Goggles 
● Gloves 

Hot Zone 

● Mask 
● Glasses 
● Gloves 

Warm Zone 

● Mask 
● Gloves 

Cold Zone 
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V. PROPOSED SITE PLAN FOR DRIVE-THRU SITES 

 

 
 
 

 
Drive-thru site plan with COLD / WARM / HOT zone overlay :  
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VI. PROPOSED SITE PLAN FOR WALK-THRU SITES 
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VII. EXAMPLE SITE FLOW 
 
The following is an example site flow tested in LA County :  

 
Before arriving to the collection site, patients have been sent the following: 

● Appointment confirmation number  
● Online link to the Curative instruction video  

 

 
 
 
Recommended Patient Flow Diagram for Walk-Thru or Drive-Thru Sites :  
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A.  Pre-Check-In  
 

Staffers monitor the flow of traffic. The staffers directly interacting with the patients walk up and 
down the line of cars. There can be multiple pre-check-in lines if the site can handle a higher 
volume. This pre-check-in area is a good location to provide testing instructions ahead of time 
and collect pertinent patient information like name and appointment information.  
 

   

 
  DIRECT INTERACTION  TRAFFIC FLOW 

DESIGNATION  HOT  WARM 

STAFF   1* 
*Can be multiple depending on 

amount of traffic 

1 

PPE  Full PPE  Full PPE 

EQUIPMENT  Signs / High-Visibility Clothing 
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B.  Check-In  
 
At the check-in station, staffers register each patient using the Curative software. If outside, we 
recommend setting up a tent to protect the check-in computer from the elements. The testing 
kits are temperature sensitive. 
 

1. LAY OUT / EQUIPMENT 
 
In the case of walk-thrus, all of the check in stations are considered HOT zones.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  DRIVE-UP / WALK-UP AREA  
( ZONE 1) 

COMPUTER STATION  
( ZONE 2) 

WALK-UP  HOT  HOT   
Site specific  

DRIVE THRU   HOT  WARM 
Site specific  

STAFF   1   1 

PPE  Full PPE  Full PPE 

EQUIPMENT  ● Clipboard 
● Paper 
● Ballpoint pen 
● Sharpie  
● Collection Kits  

● Computer 
● Mouse 
● Barcode scanner 
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4. STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS (WALK-THRU) 

 

● The patient walks up to the designated 
collection site area. We recommend they 
be wearing a mask  
 
 

 

● The staffer asks for the appointment 
confirmation number 

 

● The computer staffer will :  
○ Pull up the appointment on the 

appointment index. 
○ Write the patient’s unique 

appointment number on the test kit. 
If there are multiple people in the 
car, write the first name in addition 
to the unique appointment number. 

○ Scan the barcode of the collection 
kit and hand to the drive-up staffer 
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● The kit is given to the patient.  
                To minimise exposure this may be done :  

- By sliding the kit along a table. 
- With an extra long “reacher- 

grabber” tool or similar. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

   

● The walk-up volunteer should also 
emphasize that the patients should not 
drink the liquid in the vial, that they should 
wait to open the kits until they receive 
instructions, and that they will be given 
further instruction at a later station. 
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C. Specimen Collection  
 
At this station, a medical facilitator will walk the patient through specimen collection at a 
distance. This requirement may vary by site. The medical facilitator will be able to best advise 
based on site-specific inputs. 
 
We recommend the following guidelines :  
 

DESIGNATION  HOT 

STAFF  Medical Facilitator 

PPE  Full body  

 

Drive-thru  Walk-thru 

   

 
 
The medical facilitator will convey to the patient that if the sample is inappropriately 
administered, spilled, missing elements, or otherwise compromised, the patient will need to 
flag them down and they will need to be given a new test. Unused damaged kits should be 
discarded immediately and separated from other collection kits. 
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INCIDENT TROUBLESHOOTING 
 
 

  DESCRIPTION  ACTION 

DAMAGED KIT / MESS UP   In the event that the patient 
drops the swab, has a 
damaged collection kit or 
considers that they have 
incorrectly administered the 
test.  

Patients should be given a 
new kit and have that new kit 
barcode properly reassigned 
to their appointment 
number. 
They then should re-do their 
sample. 

SPILLED KIT   In the event that the patient 
spills the kit, they should be 
directed to go home and 
take a shower and wash their 
clothes as soon as possible.  
 

Patients should be given a 
new kit, and have that new 
kit barcode properly 
reassigned to their 
appointment number, and 
the patient should re-do their 
sample. 

PATIENT DRINKS LIQUID  In the event that the patient 
attempts to drink or rinse 
their mouth with the kit, or if 
they dip their swab into the 
vial and put it in their mouth, 
they should be given water 
and told to immediately rinse 
and spit multiple times to 
dilute the fluid and get it out 
of their mouth. 

If they drink the liquid, they 
should be brought to the 
hospital for medical help.  
 
This is the relevant material 
data sheet for the liquid, if 
needed for Poison Control 
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From: Allie Kimmel - GOV Office on behalf of Allie Kimmel - GOV Office <allie.kimmel@state.co.us>
To: Tom McGimpsey
Cc: @state.co.us; @state.co.us; Lauren.larson@state.co.us; Weaver - GOVOffice, Kachina;

Commissioners DHE email; Angie Paccione; Ben Boggs
Subject: Re: Letter from the Colorado Commission on Higher Education
Date: Friday, April 17, 2020 7:07:48 AM

Dear Commissioner McGimpsey, 

Thank you so much for this letter and your advocacy. We appreciate it and will let you know
if we have any questions or would like to discuss further. 

Thanks again to all of you for your work in this difficult time! 

Allie 

On Thu, Apr 16, 2020 at 6:13 PM Tom McGimpsey <Tom.McGimpsey@dhe.state.co.us>
wrote:

Dear Governor Polis:

 

As members of the Colorado Commission on Higher Education
(Commission), we thank you for your leadership during this
extraordinary time. Please find attached a letter from the Commission
requesting your support for four higher education initiatives within the
Department of Higher Education to help Coloradans address the
recession resulting from COVID-19.

 

Thank you for your consideration of our request! Please feel free to
reach out (or have your staff reach out) to me or any member of the
Commission at any time.

 

Best regards,

 

Tom McGimpsey, Chair

Colorado Commission on Higher Education

Cell 970-227-0715





From: Young - CST, Treasurer on behalf of Young - CST, Treasurer <treasurer.young@state.co.us>
To: steven.mnuchin@treasury.gov; jovita.carranza@sba.gov
Cc: daniel.nordberg@sba.gov; kristin mollet@bennet.senate.gov; Amy Barrera@gardner.senate.gov;

Hannah.Katz@mail.house.gov; madeline.douglas@mail.house.gov; Agustina.Pardal@mail.house.gov;
Ansley.Braden@mail.house.gov; maggie.thrailkill@mail.house.gov; liz.natonski@mail.house.gov;
alison.wright@mail.house.gov; Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Betsy Markey - OEDIT; Rep. Becker - GA;
senleroygarcia@gmail.com

Subject: Letter to the Treasury and Small Business Administration from the Colorado Treasurer
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 7:26:29 PM
Attachments: Letter to SBA.pdf

Secretary Mnuchin and Administrator Carranza,

I greatly appreciate the work of the Small Business Administration and the United States
Treasury to help businesses across the country and across Colorado. The COVID-19 virus has
presented unprecedented challenges to life as we know it, and we have seen an impact in
almost every sector of our economy. Please see the attached letter and I thank you in advance
for your responses and I am happy to discuss these matters with you at your earliest
convenience. 

David L. Young 
Colorado State Treasurer 
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STATE OF COLORADO 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

 
 
 
 
 

Dave Young Eric Rothaus 
State Treasurer Deputy Treasurer 

 
 

 

April 15, 2020 
 
The Honorable Steven T. Mnuchin, Secretary 
Department of the Treasury  
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue NW  
Washington, DC 20220  
 
The Honorable Jovita Carranza, Administrator U.S. 
Small Business Administration  
40 3rd Street, S.W.  
Washington, DC 20416  

Dear Secretary Mnuchin and Administrator Carranza:  
 
I greatly appreciate the work of the Small Business Administration and the United States Treasury to help 
businesses across the country and across Colorado. The COVID-19 virus has presented unprecedented 
challenges to life as we know it, and we have seen an impact in almost every sector of our economy - from 
hospitals, to restaurants, to sanitation workers, and so many more.  
 
I consider the Paycheck Protection Program, established through the CARES Act, to be an essential 
ingredient for our nation’s economic recovery.  I want to thank you for your efforts to launch this program, 
under significant pressure and in such a short amount of time. Since the PPP was implemented, I have had 
many conversations with financial services institutions and small business owners in Colorado. Despite your 
best efforts, I am concerned that numerous challenges remain toward distributing funds in an efficient and 
equitable manner, and that the amount of total funding for the program may not be sufficient. I have four 
suggestions that I believe may help move this program successfully forward.  
 

1. Sliding scale fees 
 
In order to incentivize financial institutions to work with potential borrowers of all sizes, it may be helpful to 
offer a sliding scale structure for the fees that financial institutions are paid for administering loans. By 
incentivizing banks to work with the smallest businesses, not just the “larger” small businesses, we will 
increase the capacity that financial institutions have to activate the support that all small businesses need 
quickly.  



 

 
 

Colorado State Treasury | 200 East Colfax Avenue | Suite 140 | Denver, Colorado 80203 
303.866.2441 | Colorado.gov/treasury 

 

2. Access to a portal that allows state-specific data to be transparently available in real time 
 
I request that an online portal be established that provides the public with minute-by-minute data on the 
PPP program. For the sake of transparency and to allow key stakeholders and state leaders to ensure that 
this program is meeting the needs it intends to address, it is vital to establish and open access to this 
portal.  The ability to monitor these loans and how they are progressing is critical to ensuring that we are 
able to help as many Colorado businesses as possible.  

3. Difficulties serving every eligible customer 

Many lenders in Colorado are faced with a barrier to providing PPP loans for small businesses who are not 
currently their customers, in large part due to Anti-Money Laundering (AML) and Bank Secrecy Act (BSA) 
compliance. Your agencies could ease this pressure by helping lenders overcome regulatory restrictions on 
serving new customers, and pursuing other sensible ways to overcome restrictions on the ability of lenders 
to use the PPP program. 

4. Add additional funding and length to this program 

While $349 billion is a significant amount of funding and much appreciated, it is clear that this amount will 
be completely expended soon.  In fact, it may be expended by the time you receive this letter.   Because this 
program is such an essential component of our nation’s economic recovery, I strongly encourage that 
additional funding be appropriated and urge you to consider lengthening the span of time that small 
businesses can use funding through the program from two and half months to six months. While I 
understand there are discussions about adding at least $250 billion to the program, even this amount will 
not be enough to serve all small businesses for an extended length of time. 

I am proposing the structural changes above along with additional funding because these four suggested 
changes would allow more small businesses to successfully apply and receive their loans. 

I thank you in advance for your responses and am happy to discuss these matters with you at your earliest 
convenience.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

David L. Young 
Colorado State Treasurer 
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CC: 
 
Dan Nordberg 
Senator Michael Bennett 
Senator Cory Gardener 
Congresswoman Diana Degette 
Congressman Joe Neguse 
Congressman Scott Tipton 
Congressman Ken Buck 
Congressman Doug Lamborn 
Congressman Jason Crow 
Congressman Ed Perlmutter 
Governor Jared Polis 
OEDIT Executive Director Betsy Markey 
CO Speaker of the House KC Becker 
CO Senate President Leroy Garcia 
 



From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa < @state.co.us>
To: Tuneberg - CDPS  Sarah
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: Solid, solid work today. Gov done right.
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 5:11:37 PM

On Wed, Apr 15, 2020 at 4:55 PM Tuneberg - CDPS, Sarah <sarah.tuneberg@state.co.us> wrote:
 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Brandon Williams <brandon.williams@eaglecounty.us>
Date: Fri, Apr 10, 2020 at 3:23 PM
Subject: Solid, solid work today. Gov done right.
To: <elisha.wilson@state.co.us>, Mark Eberling - CDPHE <mark.eberling@state.co.us>, <houston.hurlock@state.co.us>,
<nisha.alden@state.co.us>, Deborah Blyth - OIT <deborah.blyth@state.co.us>, Greg Stasinos - CDPHE
<greg.stasinos@state.co.us>, Lilo Santos - OIT <lilo.santos@state.co.us>, Heath Harmon <heath.harmon@eaglecounty.us>, Chris
Wells - CDPHE <chris.wells@state.co.us>, Othmane Mikou - OIT <othmane.mikou@state.co.us>, Daniel Teyf - OIT
<daniel.teyf@state.co.us>, David Burdick - OIT <david.burdick@state.co.us>, <katie.bueno@state.co.us>, Alison Reidmohr -
CDPHE <alison.reidmohr@state.co.us>, <imcmahon@c4hco.com>, Casey Carlson - OIT <casey.carlson@state.co.us>,
<sarah.tuneberg@state.co.us>, Theresa Szczurek - OIT <tszczurek@state.co.us>, <victoria.burket@dhha.org>, Kris Kiburz - OIT
<kris.kiburz@state.co.us>, <sarah.blackwell@state.co.us>, Travis Tiller - OIT <travis.tiller@state.co.us>, Ty Maestas - OIT
<ty.maestas@state.co.us>, Russell Castagnaro - OIT <russell.castagnaro@state.co.us>, Alicia Cronquist - CDPHE
<alicia.cronquist@state.co.us>, <imcmahon@connectforhealthco.com>, Amy Klene - OIT <amy.klene@state.co.us>, Kelly Taylor -
OIT <kelly.taylor@state.co.us>, Alex Pettit - OIT <alex.pettit@state.co.us>, <balbanese@tchd.org>, Brandon Williams
<brandon.williams@eaglecounty.us>, <mike.nugent@state.co.us>, <erik.a.niemeyer@gmail.com>, Loren Speer - CDPHE
<loren.speer@state.co.us>

Hey all - I've been lucky enough to have served at CDPHE, OIT and, now at the local level, and I'm not sure I've EVER seen the
State as personally engaging, as expert, nor as 'palms up' open about a project with locals. You made technology human and
accessible and with purpose. That is a testament to each of you. Thank you, each, personally and of course from Eagle, but today you
all demonstrated Gov done right. Solid, solid work all!!! Very, very proud to be a part of the effort and very proud of my State. -
Brandon

CCCST Check-In
When Thu Apr 9, 2020 4pm – 5pm Mountain Time - Denver

Where Google Hangout (map)

Joining info meet.google.com/nih-tdws-pje

Join by phone +1 385-645-6740  PIN 426373290#  More phone numbers

Who • Kris Kiburz - OIT - organizer

• Alex Pettit - OIT
• Mark Eberling - CDPHE
• Theresa Szczurek - OIT
• Chris Wells - CDPHE
• Amy Klene - OIT
• Kelly Taylor - OIT
• Russell Castagnaro - OIT
• houston hurlock@state.co.us
• mike.nugent@state.co.us
• sarah.tuneberg@state.co.us
• elisha.wilson@state.co.us
• Heath Harmon
• erik.a.niemeyer@gmail.com
• balbanese@tchd.org
• Brandon Williams
• Casey Carlson - OIT
• Deborah Blyth - OIT
• Lilo Santos - OIT
• nisha alden@state.co.us
• Greg Stasinos - CDPHE
• Loren Speer - CDPHE
• Travis Tiller - OIT
• imcmahon@c4hco.com
• Daniel Teyf - OIT
• Ty Maestas - OIT



• David Burdick - OIT
• sarah.blackwell@state.co.us
• katie.bueno@state.co.us
• Othmane Mikou - OIT
• Alison Reidmohr - CDPHE
• victoria.burket@dhha.org
• imcmahon@connectforhealthco.com
• Alicia Cronquist - CDPHE - optional

COLORADO COMMUNITY COVID SYMPTOM TRACKER (CCCST) a.k.a. Project CoCo

Daily Gathering of Minds form all the sub-teams working on this effort  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Agenda for this instance of these meetings

Review our Timeline and make sure we have consensus - Kris

CCCST Timeline 
As part of this, confirm functionality for each release

Release 1a will not include texting/SMS
Release 1b will include texting/SMS

Plan for System Demo on Friday - Amy
Data Visualization based on County Data Gathered already - Katie Bueno

Go/No Go for Launch Process - Kris

Review Trello Card: Phase 1a - MVP Checklist

Each subteam listed, ideally each one would check off by a given date/time that they agree with the plan to move ahead to 
release 1a
Are communications ready to go? - Alison
Security Concerns - Debbi / Daniel

Google / MTX team concerns - Lilo
SMS Messaging - Sarah B
Other Teams

Update from the integrations team  - Casey

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Resources for Team

TRELLO BOARD [Task Tracking]

https://trello.com/b/XWUJtIOF/cccst

CCCST Project Plan [Google Doc]

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DQmBrlIBiGJYPlKXOusiK5iMb2iHJuYqMDSWunNjjd4/edit  

_CCCST Team Members [Google Doc]

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vBpYkIzpWMKHXAZZr04yev7o5nLoNLJrNiQSXIhesc4/edit  

Colorado Community COVID Symptom Tracker (CCCST) [Google Shared Drive - Kris']



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0AO1KEX1ShJKTUk9PVA  
A place to store documentation about this effort 

COVID-19 IRT Technology Group [Google Shared Drive - Casey's]

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19FOi3gwkdQ GSSUbMkSsyvUROp Y75sq  

-- 
Sarah Tuneberg
Lead
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 646.275.2726
sarah.tuneberg@state.co.us  I Volunteer with the IRT! 

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.



From: Depalo, Lee on behalf of Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
To: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS; Mike Willis - CDPS; Samet, Jon; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
Subject: RE: Colorado"s Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
Date: Monday, April 13, 2020 7:04:39 AM
Attachments: Ventilator Usage Report by State and Territory - HHS Model (12 April 2020).pptx

Jill, to close the loop on this.  Here is a note from Dr. Birx to Pete Gaynor below.  I’ve also attached
the vent model that was revised last week so you can see what’s being used.
 
Lee
 
From: Birx, Deborah L. EOP/NSC <Deborah.L.Birx@nsc.eop.gov>
Sent: Saturday, April 11, 2020 19:41
To: Gaynor, Pete
Subject: Re: Colorado's Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
 
Please reassure her we do not use the model for predictions or allocations.  I use cases from their
state.  Slopes of rise  ( rate of rise) and deaths integrated with testing data to predict current and
future needs.  This is done every night and thus the operations call.  You gave never seen their
model utilized in any of my data reports.  
Sent from my iPhone
 
 
Lee dePalo
Regional Administrator | FEMA Region VIII 
303-235-4990 (O) | 720-456-9616 (C)
lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov

Federal Emergency Management Agency
fema.gov
 

 
From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us> 
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2020 4:35 PM
To: Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>; Stan Hilkey - CDPS <stan.hilkey@state.co.us>; Mike
Willis - CDPS <mike.willis@state.co.us>; Samet, Jon <JON.SAMET@cuanschutz.edu>; Rachel Herlihy -
CDPHE <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
Subject: Re: Colorado's Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
 
Dear Lee,
Thank you for being so responsive!  I would like to take you up on your offer to speak
with the data/analysis task force.   It would be good to include Dr. Rachel Herlihy, State
Epidemiologist (copied here), and potentially others on our team.





Lee
 
 
Lee dePalo
Regional Administrator | FEMA Region VIII 
303-235-4990 (O) | 720-456-9616 (C)
lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov

Federal Emergency Management Agency
fema.gov
 

 
From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us> 
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2020 11:25 AM
To: Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>; Stan Hilkey - CDPS <stan.hilkey@state.co.us>;
Mike Willis - CDPS <mike.willis@state.co.us>; Samet, Jon <JON.SAMET@cuanschutz.edu>; Rachel
Herlihy - CDPHE <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
Subject: Colorado's Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
 
Dear Administrator dePalo:
The attached letter is for your consideration. The State of Colorado does not think the
IHME model being used by the federal government reflects what is actually happening
in Colorado, and we feel it is much more optimistic than our own models predict using
Colorado data. We request that the federal government not use the IHME model in
making resource allocation decisions for Colorado. I will attach Colorado's COVID-19
model here, which was led by the Colorado School of Public Health.  I am requesting
your assistance in seeing that this correspondence gets to Administrator Gaynor. Thank
you for your help and support of Colorado in responding to the COVID-19 event.
 
My very best,
Jill Ryan
 
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing.
 
Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 



 
Due to the COVID-19 response I may be delayed in responding to your email.
 
For specific information, please call the CDPHE Call Center at 303-692-2130.
 
For general questions about COVID-19: Call CO-Help at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-
2911 or email COHELP@RMPDC.org.  
 
Additional information can at any of the following resources:
CDPHE COVID-19
CDPHE Local Public Health Contacts
CDC
WHO



























































































































From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill on behalf of Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
To: andre.nogueira@jbssa.com
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; cameron.bruett@jbssa.com; chris.gaddis@jbssa.com; Mike Willis - CDPS; Stan Hilkey -

CDPS; Scott Bookman - CDPHE; Emily Travanty - CDPHE; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE; Patrick Teegarden - CDLE; Joe
Barela - CDLE; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Klein - CDPS, Kevin; Mark Wallace

Subject: JBS Public Health Order
Date: Saturday, April 11, 2020 10:17:59 AM
Attachments: JBS Public Health Order JH MW Sign.pdf

Dear Mr. Nogueira,
Thank you for voluntarily closing the JBS plant in Greeley. Attached, you will find a
public health order signed by me and Dr. Mark Wallace.  The order memorializes
the processes that we have been discussing around COVID-19 containment at the
plant.  It is very important that our teams work together to control this outbreak. 
We are getting reports of spread from the JBS workforce to another plant, the
county jail and into a third county, which will necessitate a larger public health
response.  It is paramount that the two public health agencies be allowed to work
with your team on a testing protocol that will include screening, quarantine,
isolation and re-testing those with an initial negative result.   The state lab is in
contact with UC Health to determine their lab needs for your testing site and Lab
Corp has also offered to assist UC Health.  We have found it works best at mass
testing sites to offer appointment times 10 minutes apart in order to prevent
people from waiting in line for hours.  Sunday is supposed to bring inclimate
weather. We can offer expertise in how to set up a site.

We request that you provide alternative housing and support for sick employees to
seperate them from others, and we are here to support you in doing so.  Leadership
from the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment is copied on this email and
can help with employee benefits. 

Dr. Rachel Herlihy will be the lead on this for CDPHE, supported by CDPHE Incident
Commander Scott Bookman and State Emergency Manager Mike Willis.  They are
copied here.  And, we know your team is in regular contact with Mark Wallace.

We are here to assist you.  As a first step, I would ask that your team work with the
agencies on a testing/screening protocol for tomorrow. It is paramount that we
agree on that process as it will be one of the most effective ways to control the
outbreak and we don't want to miss this opportunity.

Thank you again for working with us.

My best,
Jill

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      



4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing. 

Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 

Due to the COVID-19 response I may be delayed in responding to your email.

For specific information, please call the CDPHE Call Center at 303-692-2130.

For general questions about COVID-19: Call CO-Help at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-
2911 or email COHELP@RMPDC.org.  

Additional information can at any of the following resources:
CDPHE COVID-19
CDPHE Local Public Health Contacts
CDC
WHO



    

 

 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER 20-25 

IMMEDIATE CLOSURE OF JBS MEAT PACKING PLANT 

April 10, 2020 

Andre Nogueira, CEO  
JBS USA Holdings, Inc. 
1770 Promontory Circle 
Greeley, CO 80634 
andre.nogueira@jbssa.com 

Dear Mr. Nogueira: 

We appreciate the dialogue that has occurred between yourself and the Governor, and your 
staff and public health officials to protect the workers of the JBS meat packing plant and the 
community at large in Greeley. During the course of those conversations, you offered to 
voluntarily close the JBS meat packing plant in Greeley, and during that time to make sure 
disease control measures are put into place, including a testing protocol and cleaning of the 
plant. This Public Health Order memorializes much of those conversations.   

This Public Health Order 20-25 is issued jointly by the Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment (CDPHE) and the Weld County Department of Public Health and Environment 
(WCDPHE). You will immediately close your JBS Meat Packing Plant in Greeley, Colorado, to 
remain closed until Wednesday, April 15 at 5 AM to complete the screening, testing and 
cleaning as described in this Order.  You will take the following steps as outlined below and 
provide the WCDPHE and CDPHE with an actionable and verifiable plan prior to reopening. In 
order to prevent unnecessary animal transportation, the stipulations outlined in this order shall 
be in place and approved prior to cattle procurement and transportation to the establishment for 
processing. If these criteria are met, as confirmed by county and state health officials, the plant 
will reopen after 5:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 15, 2020. 

BACKGROUND 

CDPHE is engaged with WCDPHE in conducting a disease control investigation regarding an 
outbreak of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) at the JBS Meat Packing plant in Greeley, 
Colorado pursuant to our legal authorities in sections 25-1-122, 25-1-506(3)(b), and 25-1.5-
102(1), C.R.S.  COVID-19 is a respiratory illness caused by a novel coronavirus. Symptoms 
include fever, cough or shortness of breath or difficulty breathing.  In some cases, it can be life 
threatening and fatal. COVID-19 is primarily spread by small droplets, such as those produced 
when someone coughs or sneezes. COVID-19 may also spread when an individual touches 
their face after touching a contaminated surface. Infected individuals are contagious before they 
become symptomatic. Additionally, some individuals never become symptomatic, which makes 
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April 10, 2020 

it difficult for public health officials to conduct contact-tracing or to quarantine individuals who 
are known to have been exposed. 

At this time, we are aware of at least 43 confirmed COVID-19 cases reported since March 25 
among employees of JBS.  Among these confirmed cases, 14 cases have been hospitalized, 8 
have been intubated, and there have been two deaths associated with the outbreak. At least 32 
cases reported working while symptomatic. We are also aware that from March 1 – April 2 there 
were at least 277 unduplicated visits to three major clinical partners in Weld County by JBS 
employees and some covered dependents who were evaluated for respiratory illness suspected 
or confirmed as COVID-19. In comparison, in one of Greeley’s largest healthcare systems the 

average visits per day by JBS employees/dependents in February was two. While the vast 
majority of these cases are from employees who work the first shift at the plant, there are a 
large number of probable cases being investigated that include employees who work the 
second shift.  We are also hearing that the outbreak has spread to other areas in Weld County 
and at least two other counties, resulting in additional hospitalizations. The rapid nature of the 
spread of disease among JBS employees is very concerning, and the exponential spread of this 
disease across an employee population of several thousand would be devastating for both the 
employees and your company, and would quickly overwhelm the medical resources available in 
the hospitals and other health care providers in Greeley and surrounding communities. 

The world is in the midst of a COVID-19 global pandemic, and we are using all available tools 
and strategies to reduce disease transmission and ultimately flatten the curve.  Temporarily 
closing the JBS plant is essential to protecting the health of employees, their families, and the 
community at large.   

ORDER 

1. Effective immediately, the JBS Inc. meat packing plant in Greeley, Colorado shall be 
closed, which shall immediately disrupt transmission of COVID-19.   JBS Inc. must successfully 
implement all of the following requirements, in consultation with WCDPHE and CDPHE:  

● Conduct an employee testing and screening program to begin this weekend and extend 
for as long as necessary for public health and safety, as determined by county and state 
public health officials. Protocols need to be led and approved by the public health 
agencies. We request your assistance in communicating with employees, contractors, 
inspectors, and others with regular activities in the facility.  The testing program shall  

○ include a symptom and exposure screening and employee identification 
component developed by the public health agencies;  

○ assure that sick people are not exposing others during testing, and  
○ include an ongoing testing and monitoring program for employees that test 

negative; 
● Identify ill workers and their contacts and ensure their exclusion from work for the 

minimum necessary isolation (at least 7 day) and quarantine (14 day) periods; 
● Identify asymptomatic, non-exposed workers who may be permitted to work after the 

closure period; 
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● Establish effective exposure, symptom and fever screening procedures for workers and 
policies for the exclusion of workers who screen positive; 

● Implement public health reporting procedures for all symptomatic and exposed workers; 
● Implement policies and procedures that ensure social distancing of all workers, this 

includes but is not limited to procedures for safe movement through the facility during 
arrival and departure from work and break times; 

● Provide adequate access to PPE and hand washing and hand sanitizing equipment; 
● Ensure that housekeeping and food service staff and contractors are adhering to the 

cleaning and disinfecting guidelines set forth by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and are using EPA approved disinfectants on surfaces throughout the 
facility; 

● Ensure that any non-employees who have been in contact with the plant, including 
housekeeping and food service staff, inspectors, and contractors are notified of the 
COVID-19 outbreak at the plant and provided the opportunity for testing. 

● Increase signage and other communication in the appropriate languages to educate 
workers about COVID-19 symptoms and the importance of social distancing, appropriate 
mask use, and hand hygiene in languages appropriate for workers in the facility; 

● Plan for re-opening with a reduced level of staffing that ensures social distancing can be 
maintained at all times during each shift; and 

● Work with WCDPHE and CDPHE on a plan to re-open with adequate, ongoing 
measures in place to prevent transmission and ensure worker safety.  

2. JBS Inc. must consult with WCDPHE and CDPHE in its implementation of these 
requirements, and share all requested information associated with this disease outbreak 
investigation, including the following for each employee: name, date of birth, address, phone 
number, primary language, work shift, responses to symptom and exposure screening 
questions, test results, and any other knowledge of illness or exposure.   

3. JBS Inc. must develop a sequestration housing plan and share it with the State’s Unified 

Command Center: Mike Willis, Director of Emergency Management.  The plan should identify 
how you will assure that healthy employees who have tested negative are housed in a way that 
protects them from future community and household exposures and includes ensuring 
accommodation of access and functional needs, morale and welfare, including access to meals 
that include options accommodating dietary and religious standards, behavioral/mental health 
support, technology for contact with family and cultural/religious practices. 

4. People who are identified as having COVID-19 or exposure to a case of COVID-19 
should be excluded from work as described above, and also should be placed on leave and 
temporarily housed away from other workers that they cohabitate with for 7 days (isolation of 
cases) or 14 days (quarantine of exposed individuals).  This housing should not be co-located 
with sequestered workers and should also include accommodation for access and functional 
needs, including access to meals that include options accommodating dietary and religious 
standards, behavioral/mental health support, technology for contact with family and 
cultural/religious practices.   
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5. Finally, we ask that you work with the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment to 
provide possible benefit assistance to the JBS impacted workers during this closure.  Please 
contact Patrick Teegarden CDLE Director of Policy and Legislation at 
patrick.teegarden@state.co.us or 303.908.0866 to coordinate messaging and assistance for 
your workforce. 

DURATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

It is quite possible that a brief closure and implementation of the strategies above will not be 
adequate to prevent transmission of COVID-19 at the plant. If transmission continues, additional 
measures, including extended closure, may be necessary.  As we work with you to determine 
how best to protect the health of your employees and prevent any further spread of disease, 
public health resources at both the county and state level are available to advise you regarding 
the implementation of strategies to prevent further transmission of COVID-19 at the plant when 
it reopens.  
 

This Order will be enforced by any appropriate legal means.  Failure to comply with this Order 
could result in penalties including a fine of up to one thousand (1,000) dollars and imprisonment 
in the county jail for up to one year, pursuant to 25-1-114, C.R.S. 

This Order shall remain in effect until 11:59 pm on Friday, April 24 unless sooner rescinded, 
superseded, or amended in writing. 

                                                             
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH    Mark Wallace, MD, MPH 
Executive Director     Executive Director/Chief Health Officer 
Colorado Department of Public Health  Weld County Department of Public Health 
and Environment     and Environment 



From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill on behalf of Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
To: Depalo, Lee
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS; Mike Willis - CDPS; Samet, Jon; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
Subject: Re: Colorado"s Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
Date: Friday, April 10, 2020 4:35:48 PM

Dear Lee,
Thank you for being so responsive!  I would like to take you up on your offer to
speak with the data/analysis task force.   It would be good to include Dr. Rachel
Herlihy, State Epidemiologist (copied here), and potentially others on our team.

My best,

Jill

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing. 

Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 

Due to the COVID-19 response I may be delayed in responding to your email.

For specific information, please call the CDPHE Call Center at 303-692-2130.

For general questions about COVID-19: Call CO-Help at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-
2911 or email COHELP@RMPDC.org.  

Additional information can at any of the following resources:
CDPHE COVID-19
CDPHE Local Public Health Contacts
CDC
WHO

On Fri, Apr 10, 2020 at 2:13 PM Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon,

 



I want to confirm that your correspondence got to Administrator Gaynor today.  I also re-
confirmed with headquarters that FEMA and HHS are NOT using the IHME model for
decision-making.  It is a data point among many others but not the model that’s driving
decisions. 

 

I hope that helps as a short-term answer.  I will also get the model you sent into the
data/analysis task force discussions since they continue to refine the model they are using. 

 

I’m happy to set up a call with the data/analysis task force if you’d like.

 

Lee

 

 

Lee dePalo

Regional Administrator | FEMA Region VIII 
303-235-4990 (O) | 720-456-9616 (C)
lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov

Federal Emergency Management Agency

fema.gov

 

 

From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us> 
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2020 11:25 AM
To: Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>; Stan Hilkey - CDPS
<stan.hilkey@state.co.us>; Mike Willis - CDPS <mike.willis@state.co.us>; Samet, Jon
<JON.SAMET@cuanschutz.edu>; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
Subject: Colorado's Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making

 

Dear Administrator dePalo:

The attached letter is for your consideration. The State of Colorado does not





 

Additional information can at any of the following resources:

CDPHE COVID-19

CDPHE Local Public Health Contacts

CDC
WHO



From: Depalo, Lee on behalf of Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
To: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS; Mike Willis - CDPS; Samet, Jon; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
Subject: RE: Colorado"s Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
Date: Friday, April 10, 2020 2:13:29 PM

Good afternoon,
 
I want to confirm that your correspondence got to Administrator Gaynor today.  I also re-confirmed
with headquarters that FEMA and HHS are NOT using the IHME model for decision-making.  It is a
data point among many others but not the model that’s driving decisions. 
 
I hope that helps as a short-term answer.  I will also get the model you sent into the data/analysis
task force discussions since they continue to refine the model they are using. 
 
I’m happy to set up a call with the data/analysis task force if you’d like.
 
Lee
 
 
Lee dePalo
Regional Administrator | FEMA Region VIII 
303-235-4990 (O) | 720-456-9616 (C)
lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov

Federal Emergency Management Agency
fema.gov
 

 
From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us> 
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2020 11:25 AM
To: Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>; Stan Hilkey - CDPS <stan.hilkey@state.co.us>; Mike
Willis - CDPS <mike.willis@state.co.us>; Samet, Jon <JON.SAMET@cuanschutz.edu>; Rachel Herlihy -
CDPHE <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
Subject: Colorado's Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
 
Dear Administrator dePalo:
The attached letter is for your consideration. The State of Colorado does not think the
IHME model being used by the federal government reflects what is actually happening in
Colorado, and we feel it is much more optimistic than our own models predict using
Colorado data. We request that the federal government not use the IHME model in
making resource allocation decisions for Colorado. I will attach Colorado's COVID-19
model here, which was led by the Colorado School of Public Health.  I am requesting your
assistance in seeing that this correspondence gets to Administrator Gaynor. Thank you for
your help and support of Colorado in responding to the COVID-19 event.





From: Depalo, Lee on behalf of Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
To: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS; Mike Willis - CDPS; Samet, Jon; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
Subject: RE: Colorado"s Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
Date: Friday, April 10, 2020 11:42:51 AM

Thank you Jill,  I will ensure it gets to Administrator Gaynor as well as the data task force at the
National Response Coordination Center.  My team here in R8 will be working this as well. 
 
Lee
 
Lee dePalo
Regional Administrator | FEMA Region VIII 
303-235-4990 (O) | 720-456-9616 (C)
lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov

Federal Emergency Management Agency
fema.gov
 

 
From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us> 
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2020 11:25 AM
To: Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>; Stan Hilkey - CDPS <stan.hilkey@state.co.us>; Mike
Willis - CDPS <mike.willis@state.co.us>; Samet, Jon <JON.SAMET@cuanschutz.edu>; Rachel Herlihy -
CDPHE <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
Subject: Colorado's Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
 
Dear Administrator dePalo:
The attached letter is for your consideration. The State of Colorado does not think the
IHME model being used by the federal government reflects what is actually happening in
Colorado, and we feel it is much more optimistic than our own models predict using
Colorado data. We request that the federal government not use the IHME model in
making resource allocation decisions for Colorado. I will attach Colorado's COVID-19
model here, which was led by the Colorado School of Public Health.  I am requesting your
assistance in seeing that this correspondence gets to Administrator Gaynor. Thank you for
your help and support of Colorado in responding to the COVID-19 event.
 
My very best,
Jill Ryan
 
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director





From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill on behalf of Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
To: lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS; Mike Willis - CDPS; Samet, Jon; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
Subject: Colorado"s Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
Date: Friday, April 10, 2020 11:26:14 AM
Attachments: CO Dept Public Health Executive Letter to FEMA administrator IHME (2).pdf

New COVIDModelingReport 4.6.pdf

Dear Administrator dePalo:
The attached letter is for your consideration. The State of Colorado does not think
the IHME model being used by the federal government reflects what is actually
happening in Colorado, and we feel it is much more optimistic than our own models
predict using Colorado data. We request that the federal government not use the
IHME model in making resource allocation decisions for Colorado. I will attach
Colorado's COVID-19 model here, which was led by the Colorado School of Public
Health.  I am requesting your assistance in seeing that this correspondence gets to
Administrator Gaynor. Thank you for your help and support of Colorado in
responding to the COVID-19 event.

My very best,
Jill Ryan

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing. 

Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 

Due to the COVID-19 response I may be delayed in responding to your email.

For specific information, please call the CDPHE Call Center at 303-692-2130.

For general questions about COVID-19: Call CO-Help at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-
2911 or email COHELP@RMPDC.org.  

Additional information can at any of the following resources:
CDPHE COVID-19
CDPHE Local Public Health Contacts
CDC
WHO
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April 9, 2020 
 
 
Administrator Pete Gaynor 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Through Lee dePalo, Regional Administrator 
FEMA Region VIII 
Denver Federal Center 
Building 710 
Denver, CO 80225 
 
 
Dear Administrator Gaynor: 
 
Thank you for your continued support of Colorado’s response to the COVID-19 crisis.  I am writing to 
express concern and to request that the federal government not use the Institute for Health Metrics 
and Evaluation model (IHME) from the University of Washington, to make scarce resource allocation 
decisions for the State of Colorado. The world is in uncharted territory, including scientists working to 
model the course of this novel virus. The IHME model projections are much different than what we are 
experiencing on the ground, and we believe it significantly understates the impact of COVID-19 in 
Colorado. 
 
The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment has partnered with a team led by the 
Colorado School of Public Health to produce COVID-19 models that inform the State’s policy decisions. 
This modeling takes a different approach and I will attach a copy to this correspondence. Compared to 
our own model, the IHME model lacks accuracy with regard to the peak of COVID-19 cases,  the need 
for ventilator use (portrayed as remaining well below threshold), and it inadvertently leaves the 
misleading impression that the epidemic will abate by month’s end with maintained social distancing.  
 
In a state of 5.7 million people, it is estimated that only 48,000 residents have actually been ill with 
COVID-19, in addition to a certain percentage that are asymptomatic. This is a small percentage of the 
total population. We believe that that disease transmission has been significantly slowed down by 
Governor Polis’s Stay at Home order that went into effect on March 26. However, social distancing to 
this level cannot possibly be sustained for more than several weeks, at which point in time, cases will 
again begin to increase--a reality not addressed by the IHME model. 
 
The posted IHME figures have also substantially underestimated what has actually occurred in Colorado 
with regard to the 24-hr reported death count, the number of ventilators required, and the peak dates 
of both the numbers of deaths and ventilator use, which have already passed.  Our resource reporting 
data estimates that more than 600 ventilators are currently in use for COVID-19 patients.  
 
The IHME model projections may be confusing to the public, possibly giving them a false sense of 
security, thereby placing them at risk for exposure.  We also fear that reliance on the model will 
adversely influence resource allocation at the federal level, to the point of interfering with an 
effective response to Colorado’s true needs.  Acquisition of personal protective equipment and 
ventilators is at the heart of avoiding the need to fully implement crisis standards of care to determine 
who lives or dies based on ventilator availability, and which effectively downgrades the quality of 
medical care if masks, gloves and gowns come into even shorter supply. 
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The State of Colorado requests an opportunity to discuss additional resource needs, including personal 
protective equipment, COVID-19 testing supplies, and ventilators.  Thank you again for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH 
Executive Director 
 
Cc: Governor Jared Polis 
Administrator Pete Gaynor, Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Stan Hilkey, Executive Director, Colorado Department of Public Safety 
Brig. General (Ret.) Mike Willis, Director, Office of Emergency Management 
Rachel Herlihy, MD, MPH, State Epidemiologist, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
Jon Samet, MD, MS, Dean and Professor, Colorado School of Public Health 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Projections of the COVID-19 epidemic in Colorado under different social 
distancing scenarios 

Prepared by the COVID-19 Modeling Group   

Colorado School of Public Health: Andrea Buchwald, Elizabeth Carlton, Debashis Ghosh, Richard 
Lindrooth, Jonathan Samet; Tatiane Santos; University of Colorado School of Medicine: Kathryn 

Colborn; University of Colorado-Boulder Department of Applied Mathematics: David Bortz 

(April 6, 2020) 

For Contact: Jon.Samet@CUAnschutz.edu   

SUMMARY 

• Social distancing measures implemented in mid-March appear to be slowing the growth of the 
COVID-19 outbreak in Colorado. 

• Due to lags in the data, we anticipate being able to estimate the impact of the state-wide stay at 
home order implemented March 26 in the coming week. 

• The short- and long-term trajectory of COVID-19 in Colorado, including the number of deaths 
and whether hospital capacity is exceeded, depends, in part, on how well we can reduce the 
contact rate between infectious and susceptible people. 

• High levels of social distancing, sustained throughout April, can not only flatten the curve but 
bend the curve such that we will see a decline in cases and hospitalizations such that hospital 
capacity is not exceeded.  

• A key question in the days ahead is how phase 2 social distancing (implemented March 26) is 
actually impacting contact rates and ultimately, the accumulation of cases in Colorado. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

This report responds to the urgent need for projections of the impact and course of COVID-19 in 
Colorado.  We use the findings of an epidemic model developed by this team for the State of Colorado 
to describe the epidemic curve.  We developed an age-structured deterministic SEIR (Susceptible, 
Exposed, Infected, Recovered) model, fit to COVID-19 reported cases in Colorado, in order to estimate 
the projected number of cases, hospital demand and deaths from COVID-19 in Colorado under different 
intervention scenarios.  

In this report we focus on projecting the impacts of social distancing interventions that were 
implemented in Colorado in March. One of the key factors that impacts the spread of COVID-19 is the 
contact rate – the frequency of contact between infectious and susceptible individuals. The central aim 
of social distancing measures is to reduce the contact rate and slow the spread of infections. For the 
purpose of this report, we distinguish two phases of social distancing interventions. Phase 1 social 
distancing interventions include school closures, the closing of bars and restaurants and the closure of 
ski resorts which were implemented in mid-March. We refer to the state-wide stay at home order, 
implemented March 26 as Phase 2. Here we describe when we might expect to see the impact of these 



interventions on COVID-19, estimate the likely impact of phase 1 on the epidemic to date, and project 
the potential impacts of phase 2 on cases, hospital demand and fatalities in the coming months.  

COVID-19 emerged four months ago, and our understanding of the virus and the course of infection is 
evolving rapidly.  

This report should be considered as covering the methods and assumptions underlying our work up to 
April 6, 2020. Our modeling work is dynamic, however, and the methods will undergo refinements and 
some assumptions will change as more data are gathered as the pandemic progresses.  We will continue 
to update these models as data accumulate over the course of the pandemic. For the purpose of this 
report, we assume all social distancing measures are implemented indefinitely, and in later work we will 
explore their relaxation. Future reports will evaluate the potential impacts of relaxing social distancing 
measures.  

 

METHODS 

Model description. We used an age-structured susceptible, exposed, infected, recovered (SEIR) model 
to project the number of people with COVID 19 needing hospitalization, critical care and the number of 
deaths in Colorado under different intervention scenarios (Figure 1).  

 

 

Figure 1. Structure of the deterministic SEIR model used. Infected individuals are separated into 
asymptomatic and symptomatic individuals. Symptomatic individuals may recover without 
hospitalization, experience a non-ICU hospitalization or an ICU hospitalization. 

 

Critical assumptions and the basis for making them follow. In this model, we assume exposed individuals 
incubate infections for 5.1 days before becoming infectious (Lauer et al, Li et al), the infectious period is 
the same regardless of symptoms and lasts for 8 days (Zou et al) and both are exponentially distributed. 
Infected individuals can be either asymptomatic or symptomatic. In light of evidence that the probability 
an infected individual develops symptoms (Davies et al) and the probability a symptomatic individual 
needs hospitalization is age-dependent (Verity et al), we developed an age-structured model with three 
separate age compartments (<30, 30-59, 60+).  We used Colorado demographic data from 2020, 
provided by CDPHE, to define age and population structure. We estimated age-dependent probabilities 



that an infected individual is symptomatic, estimating the product of the age distribution of Colorado 
within each age-compartment and the age-group-specific symptomatic fraction as shown in Table 1 
(Davies et al., personal communication). All individuals have equal probability of exposure and infection, 
regardless of age. In our model, asymptomatic individuals are assumed to circulate in the population 
and do not self-isolate. Symptomatic individuals are assumed to self-isolate albeit imperfectly, starting 
on March 5, the date that the first case of COVID-19 was reported in Colorado (CDPHE). The model 
assumes the infectiousness of symptomatic individuals is greater than asymptomatic individuals. We 
note that there is emerging evidence that infectiousness of an individual may vary based on symptom 
severity (Zou et al), a phenomenon that is not accounted for in our model.  

We use the estimates of Verity et al, summarized by Ferguson et al to estimate the proportion of 
symptomatic cases that will require hospitalization and critical care based on the age structure of the 
population in the state of Colorado (Table 1). We assume that symptomatic cases will require care 8 
days after the onset of symptoms (this is within the range of Linton et al and Tindale et al’s estimated 
ranges). We assume that the average length of hospital stay is 8 days if critical care is not required and 
10 days if critical care is required (Ferguson et al). We also assume that no further transmission occurs 
once the patient enters the hospital. At present, these assumptions are based on experience external to 
Colorado, but could be replaced as Colorado data become available. 

 

Table 1. Age-specific parameter estimates from the literature, standardized using Colorado population 
age distribution from CDPHE 2020 estimates 

Age Group Probability of 
symptoms, given 
infection (Davies et al.) 

Probability of 
hospitalization given 
symptoms (Verity et al.)  

Probability of needing ICU 
hospitalization given 
symptoms (Verity et al.) 

0 - 29 0.18 0.006 0.0003 
30 - 59 0.47 0.059 0.0045 
60 +  0.79 0.207 0.0808 

 

Estimated deaths are based on the probability of death for ICU patients and ICU capacity. We assume 
50% of cases in the ICU die, a figure which is consistent with Ferguson et al and roughly the mortality of 
ARDS cases, generally. Additionally, we assume that once available ICU beds are full, all cases requiring 
ICU care in excess of availability result in deaths. We estimate ICU bed capacity using the estimated 
number of beds available in Colorado. We currently assume there are 2,700 ventilator-able ICU beds in 
the state of Colorado and that 700 are needed for non-COVID 19 patients based on recent estimates of 
ICU use when elective surgeries are cancelled, allowing for a capacity of 2,000 ICU beds for Covid-19 
patients. 

Recovered individuals are assumed to remain immune to infection. We assume random population 
mixing, and that infection probability does not vary by age or sex. There are no additional importations, 
migration, or deaths in the system. 

Model fitting and parameter estimation. We fit the model to Colorado COVID-19 data provided by 
CDPHE in order to estimate parameter values which may vary regionally and/or for which there is 
considerable uncertainty in the current literature (Table 2). For example, we estimated the probability 
that a symptomatic case is detected by the state surveillance system, a parameter that likely varies 



depending on the surveillance capacities of different state public health systems. For model fitting, we 
used reported COVID cases through March 31 provided by CDPHE. Due to lags in reporting, making the 
most recent days unstable, we fit the model to case reports with an onset date of March 26 or earlier. 
For cases with missing onset date, we estimated onset date as date of report minus seven days in 
accordance with typical reporting lags for Colorado. 

In order to fit the model to observed case-date early in the epidemic, the rate of infection (beta), 
probability of identifying symptomatic cases (pID), proportion of symptomatic individuals that self-
isolated after March 5 (siI), the proportionate increase in transmission comparing symptomatic to 
asymptomatic infections (lambda), the start date of the epidemic in Colorado and the efficacy of social 
distancing interventions after March 17th were allowed to vary within pre-specified ranges (Table 1). 
Best-fitting parameter values were identified via a least-squares cost function minimizing the 
comparison between the estimated proportion of expected cases that would be detected in the model 
and the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in Colorado. The cost function was minimized using a two-
stage fitting algorithm in R, first applying a psuedo-random optimization algorithm (Price, 1977) to find a 
region of minimum difference between the model and the data. The second phase used least-squares 
optimization applying the Levenberg-Marquardt algorithm (More, 1978).   

 

Table 2. Model parameters estimated by fitting our model to Colorado COVID-19 surveillance data 

 Range of possible values 
and sources 

Fitted value 

The rate of infection (beta) 0.2 - 0.6 (MIDAS*) 0.413 
Proportion of symptomatic individuals 
that self-isolate after March 5 (siI) 

0.3 - 0.8 (Ferguson et al) 0.379 

Ratio of infectiousness for symptomatic 
vs. asymptomatic individuals (lambda) 

1.0 - 4.0 (Li et al, Zou et al) 2.268 

Probability symptomatic cases are 
identified by state surveillance (pID) 

0.05 - 0.6 (MIDAS*) 0.277 

Effectiveness of social distancing 
interventions implemented March 17 

0.1 - 0.6 (see text) 0.45 

Date the first infection was introduced in 
Colorado 

Jan 17 – Jan 29 (see 
text)** 

Jan 24 

*The range of potential parameter estimate values were obtained from the MIDAS Online COVID-19 compilation of parameter 
estimates available here. 
**The first case of COVID19 reported in Colorado had a symptom onset date of 2/18/2020 and the next three reported cases 
had a symptom onset date of 2/20/2020. Assuming a 5.1 day incubation period (Lauer et al, Li et al), during this initial phase of 
the outbreak 85% of cases were unreported (Li et al), and the outbreak has a 5.2 to 6.5 day doubling time (Wu et al, Wu et al), 
we estimate the first cases arrived between 1/17 to 1/29/2020. At present, it is unclear if the Colorado outbreak is due to a 
single or multiple importation events.  
 

Estimating the impact of social distancing. We used the above model to estimate the impact of current 
social distancing scenarios on the shape of the epidemic including the timing and magnitude of peaks in 
hospital utilization, and the cumulative number of deaths. The growth of an epidemic can be defined, in 
part, by the basic reproductive number (R0), which is the expected number of cases directly generated 





the impact of phase 2 is not yet observable, we modeled scenarios of social distancing as a 50, 60, 70 
and 80% percent reduction in the contact rate among people starting March 26 to capture the current 
uncertainty concerning how stay-in place measures will impact SARS-CoV-2 transmission. We considered 
indefinite implementation of these measures. Scenarios examining the impact of relaxing social 
distancing measures will be considered at a future date.   

 

 

Figure 4. The expected dates when the first impacts of different social distancing measures will be 
observed in reported COVID-19 cases and deaths. Figure shows the expected timing of observed impacts 
of phase 1 social distancing which includes the closure of bars, restaurants, theatres and casinos (3/17), 
many schools (3/16) and ski resorts (3/14), shown here as occurring on 3/17, and phase 2 social 
distancing corresponding with a state-wide stay at home order, implemented on March 26.  These 
estimates account for an estimated 5.1 day (range 4.5 to 6.0) incubation period (the time between 
exposure and symptom onset) based on Lauer et al, Li et al , Linton et al; an estimated 5.3 day (95% CI 
5.0, 5.6) lag between symptom onset and hospitalization based on analysis of COVID-19 epidemiological 
data from Xu et al; an 8 day lag between hospitalization and death (Ferguson et al); and an estimated 
9.3 day (range 8.5, 11.5 based on reporting lags over the past week) lag between symptom onset and 
case report based on Colorado COVID-19 surveillance data. 

RESULTS 

Estimated impact of phase 1 social distancing. Fitting the model to the case data, we find evidence that 
phase 1 social distancing has yielded an approximately 45% reduction in the contact rate (Figure 5). The 
current model suggests that, without phase 1 social distancing measures in place, in the 8 days from 
March 19 through March 26, approximately 1,200 additional cases would have been reported. 

Projected impact of phase 2 social distancing. Figures 6 through 8 show the projected number of 
reported cases, non-ICU hospitalizations and ICU-hospitalizations under different phase 2 social 
distancing scenarios, starting March 26. The modeled scenarios project that social distancing efficacy of 
40% to 60% flattens the curve such that peaks in infections, non-ICU hospitalizations and ICU demand 
occurs later, and the peak is smaller than the no social distancing scenario, with more effective social 
distancing yielding lower peaks and more time to prepare (Table 4). However, in each of these scenarios, 
ICU capacity is expected to be exceeded (Table 3). Notably, the 80% social distancing scenario shows a 



decline in cases in the next month, suppressing the contact rate such that the epidemic peaks and 
declines in the month of April while social distancing measures are maintained. In the 70% and 80% 
social distancing scenarios, ICU capacity is not projected to be exceeded, resulting in far fewer projected 
deaths (Table 5). 

 

Figure 5. The fit of the age-structured SEIR model to reported COVID-19 cases through March 31 (data 
provided by CDPHE). The best-fit curve, showing social distancing efficacy of 45% starting March 17 
(green line) and a curve showing no social distancing (red line) are shown. Due to lags in reporting, 
making the most recent days unstable, we fit the model to case reports and hospitalizations with an 
onset date of March 26 or earlier. This will be updated on an ongoing basis. 

 



  

Figure 6. Projected number of observed cases under different levels of phase 2 social distancing, starting 
March 26. All scenarios include phase 1 social distancing starting March 17 modeled as a 45% reduction 
in the contact rate. 



 

Figure 7. Projected COVID-19 non-ICU hospital demand in the short-term (top panel) and long term 
(bottom panel) under different levels of phase 2 social distancing, starting March 26. All scenarios 
include phase 1 social distancing starting March 17 modeled as a 45% reduction in the contact rate. 

 



 

Figure 8. Projected COVID-19 ICU demand in the short-term (top panel) and long-term (bottom panel) 
under different levels of phase 2 social distancing, starting March 26. Dashed line in the bottom panel 
indicates Colorado’s estimated COVID-19 ICU capacity of 2,000 beds, reflecting an estimated 2700 ICU 
beds, 700 of which are occupied by non-COVID-19 patients. All scenarios include phase 1 social 
distancing starting March 17 modeled as a 45% reduction in the contact rate. 

 



 

Table 3. Approximate dates where ICU threshold of 2,000 bed capacity is reached under different phase 
2 social distancing scenarios.  All scenarios include phase 1 social distancing starting March 17 modeled 
as a 45% reduction in the contact rate. 

Phase 2 Social 
Distancing Scenarios 

Approximate date ICU 
threshold (2,000 beds) 
is reached 

0% Efficacy April 13 
40% Efficacy April 23 
50% Efficacy April 29 
60% Efficacy May 15 
70% Efficacy N/A 
80% Efficacy N/A 

 

  



Table 4. Estimated timing of the peak number of infections and peak number of hospitalizations. Model 
assumes social distancing begins March 17 at 45% efficacy and then is changed on March 26th to varying 
efficacies shown in the table and remains in place indefinitely.   

 
Peak Infections Peak non-

ICU hospitalizations*** 
Peak ICU hospitalizations 

Phase 2 Social 
Distancing Scenarios 

Num.* Date Num.* Date Num* Date 

0% Efficacy 222,643 5/8/2020 49,887 5/11/2020 29,944 5/16/2020 
40% Efficacy 138,139 6/13/2020 26.857 6/09/2020 18,046 6/17/2020 
50% Efficacy 104,738 7/9/2020 17,971 6/28/2020 12,647 7/06/2020 
60% Efficacy 64,613 9/14/2020 8,246 8/03/2020 6,133 8/13/2020 
80% Efficacy 2,386 4/01/2020 557 4/03/2020 339 4/13/2020 

*Number of infections, non-ICU hospitalizations and ICU hospitalizations at the peak date indicated.  
***Peak and cumulative ICU hospitalizations is the estimated number of needed ICU beds. These may 
be in excess of capacity at peak times. The 0% efficacy is used to determine the consequences of 
distancing. 
  
Table 5. Estimated cumulative number of COVID-19 deaths, non-ICU and ICU hospitalizations. Model 
assumes social distancing begins March 17 at 45% efficacy and then is changed on March 26th to varying 
efficacies shown in the table and remains in place indefinitely.   

  Cumulative deaths* Cumulative non-
ICU hospitalizations 

Cumulative ICU bed 
need** 

  As of 
6/1/2020 

As of 
1/1/2021 

As of 
6/1/2020 

As of 
1/1/2021 

As of 
6/1/2020 

As of 
1/1/2021 

0% Efficacy 73,162 80,260 239,501 256,074 127,195 160,519 
40% Efficacy 29,783 68,827 101,082 219,612 48,282 137,656 
50% Efficacy 13,828 60,089 50,185 191,844 24,235 120,211 
60% Efficacy 4,516 43,158 20,480 139,430 10,365 86,828 
80% Efficacy 1,030 1,406 3,836 4,487 2,232 2,811 

 
*We assume 50% of cases in the ICU die, a figure which is consistent with Ferguson et al and roughly 
the mortality of ARDS cases, generally. Additionally, we assume that once available ICU beds are full, all 
cases requiring ICU in excess of availability result in deaths. Cumulative death estimate assumes the 
number of available beds with ventilator-capacity in the ICU is 2000.   
**Peak and cumulative ICU hospitalizations is the estimated number of needed ICU beds. These may be 
in excess of capacity at peak times.  
 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

Our findings suggest the phase 1 social distancing has had an impact on the number of cases being 
reported in Colorado. The short- and long-term trajectory of COVID-19 in Colorado, including the 
number of deaths and whether hospital capacity is exceeded, depends on the efficacy of phase 2 social 
distancing over the coming month. Our models suggest high levels of social distancing sustained over 
the coming month can not only flatten the curve but bend the curve such that we see a decline in cases 



and hospitalizations and do not exceed hospital capacity. Because we cannot yet observe the impact of 
the state-wide stay at home order in the epidemiological data, we modeled a set of scenarios describing 
the potential efficacy of social distancing. A key question in the days ahead is how phase 2 social 
distancing is actually impacting contact rates and ultimately, the accumulation of cases in Colorado. 

In modeling social distancing scenarios, we assumed they impact all populations essentially evenly.  
However, changes in contact rate may not be uniform across the population – essential workers, 
homeless populations may be more vulnerable populations in need of special considerations. We also 
made the strong assumption that once a COVID-19 patient enters the hospital, no further spread of 
infection occurs. In reality, we know that health care workers have become infected with COVID-19 with 
serious, and sometimes fatal, consequences. Slowing the rate of infections such that hospital capacity is 
not exceeded, can help improve the likelihood that healthcare workers have access to personal 
protective equipment and hospitals are able to adhere to infection control protocols. Lastly, it is not 
currently understood whether the transmission of SARS-CoV-2 varies seasonally but if it does, this may 
impact long-term projects of infections (National Academics of Medicine), which is not currently 
accounted for in our models.  

 

 







From: Peter Pham on behalf of Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com>
To: Montano - HCPF, January
Cc: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey; bobby@operationmasks.org; Robin Chan; Lily Liu; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: PPE + DME Requests
Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2020 11:41:11 AM

Thanks.. I think lots of states are using KN95 for non medical use (even though cdc allows it)
but the volume is there so definitely for staff anywhere that is looking for protection but isn't
in patient rooms walking in and out of ER etc.

and Niosh is the new 3M :)

As for timing of your needs what's the 2 week, 4 week, 6 week for the below? and for
ventilator, is there a specific spec/model type and any ratio of non invasive vs. invasive? i.e
non-intubated vs. intubated.  Or is this all a now.  Difficulty would be finding the financing
gap for the entire order now. Even with a irrevocable PO.  Is a 50% up front a possibility? or
only net 3 days? Ideally of course as other states are doing as I mentioned, it's an upfront wire
transfer to be prioritized and lower prices (finance fee otherwise)

2,000,000 N95 masks
3,000,000 surgical masks
500,000 surgical gowns
250,000 face shields
7,000 ventilators
3 million surgical gloves (S,M,L)

On Wed, Apr 1, 2020 at 10:30 AM Montano - HCPF, January
<january.montano@state.co.us> wrote:

Peter,

Kacey please correct me if I am wrong, but I believe we are looking for N95 Niosh
approved preferred, or the FDA approved/CE certifications, the KN95s are not what we are
immediately looking for but may need in the future.

3M appears to be fairly high in cost per unit as well as difficult to obtain.

Best,

January N. Montaño, MPS

Colorado COVID Innovation Response Team

C 720-662-3347

1570 Grant Street, Denver, CO 80203
January.Montano@state.co.us I 



 

On Wed, Apr 1, 2020 at 11:26 AM Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com> wrote:
Kacey, can you confirm N95 masks that N95 NIOSH is sufficient (most of what others are
ordering), or N95 FDA-CE? 
3M as you might have heard are virtually impossible to procure.
And whether or not KN95 is something you are considering (reminder CDC approved for
use, but not FDA)

Thanks

Peter

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 4:56 PM Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com> wrote:
Great talking with you today as well.  Sounds like your office already pulled in
Operationmasks.org which as I mentioned to you is the organization we are partnering
with.

Let's see what we can do

Peter

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 12:51 PM Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey
<kacey.wulff@state.co.us> wrote:

Hi Peter,

Thanks for the conversation! What we are looking for is below -- appreciate your help
if you have leads on any of these.

We are looking for the items below in the next 5-14 days. They would be delivered to
our state warehouse.

2,000,000 N95 masks
3,000,000 surgical masks
500,000 surgical gowns
250,000 face shields
7,000 ventilators
3 million surgical gloves (S,M,L)

Best,
Kacey

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211



130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham



From: Montano - HCPF, January on behalf of Montano - HCPF, January <january.montano@state.co.us>
To: peterpham1@gmail.com
Cc: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey; bobby@operationmasks.org; Robin Chan; Lily Liu; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: PPE + DME Requests
Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2020 11:30:35 AM

Peter,

Kacey please correct me if I am wrong, but I believe we are looking for N95 Niosh approved
preferred, or the FDA approved/CE certifications, the KN95s are not what we are immediately
looking for but may need in the future.

3M appears to be fairly high in cost per unit as well as difficult to obtain.

Best,

January N. Montaño, MPS

Colorado COVID Innovation Response Team

C 720-662-3347

1570 Grant Street, Denver, CO 80203
January.Montano@state.co.us I 

 

On Wed, Apr 1, 2020 at 11:26 AM Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com> wrote:
Kacey, can you confirm N95 masks that N95 NIOSH is sufficient (most of what others are
ordering), or N95 FDA-CE? 
3M as you might have heard are virtually impossible to procure.
And whether or not KN95 is something you are considering (reminder CDC approved for
use, but not FDA)

Thanks

Peter

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 4:56 PM Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com> wrote:
Great talking with you today as well.  Sounds like your office already pulled in
Operationmasks.org which as I mentioned to you is the organization we are partnering
with.

Let's see what we can do

Peter



On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 12:51 PM Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey
<kacey.wulff@state.co.us> wrote:

Hi Peter,

Thanks for the conversation! What we are looking for is below -- appreciate your help if
you have leads on any of these.

We are looking for the items below in the next 5-14 days. They would be delivered to
our state warehouse.

2,000,000 N95 masks
3,000,000 surgical masks
500,000 surgical gowns
250,000 face shields
7,000 ventilators
3 million surgical gloves (S,M,L)

Best,
Kacey

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham



From: Peter Pham on behalf of Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com>
To: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey; bobby@operationmasks.org; Robin Chan; Lily Liu
Cc: Montano - HCPF, January; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: PPE + DME Requests
Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2020 11:26:39 AM

Kacey, can you confirm N95 masks that N95 NIOSH is sufficient (most of what others are
ordering), or N95 FDA-CE? 
3M as you might have heard are virtually impossible to procure.
And whether or not KN95 is something you are considering (reminder CDC approved for use,
but not FDA)

Thanks

Peter

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 4:56 PM Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com> wrote:
Great talking with you today as well.  Sounds like your office already pulled in
Operationmasks.org which as I mentioned to you is the organization we are partnering with.

Let's see what we can do

Peter

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 12:51 PM Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey <kacey.wulff@state.co.us>
wrote:

Hi Peter,

Thanks for the conversation! What we are looking for is below -- appreciate your help if
you have leads on any of these.

We are looking for the items below in the next 5-14 days. They would be delivered to our
state warehouse.

2,000,000 N95 masks
3,000,000 surgical masks
500,000 surgical gowns
250,000 face shields
7,000 ventilators
3 million surgical gloves (S,M,L)

Best,
Kacey

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203



kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham



From: Peter Pham on behalf of Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com>
To: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey; bobby@operationmasks.org; Robin Chan; Lily Liu
Cc: Montano - HCPF, January; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: PPE + DME Requests
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2020 5:56:17 PM

Great talking with you today as well.  Sounds like your office already pulled in
Operationmasks.org which as I mentioned to you is the organization we are partnering with.

Let's see what we can do

Peter

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 12:51 PM Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey <kacey.wulff@state.co.us>
wrote:

Hi Peter,

Thanks for the conversation! What we are looking for is below -- appreciate your help if you
have leads on any of these.

We are looking for the items below in the next 5-14 days. They would be delivered to our
state warehouse.

2,000,000 N95 masks
3,000,000 surgical masks
500,000 surgical gowns
250,000 face shields
7,000 ventilators
3 million surgical gloves (S,M,L)

Best,
Kacey

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham



From: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey on behalf of Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey <kacey.wulff@state.co.us>
To: peter@science-inc.com; peterpham1@gmail.com
Cc: Montano - HCPF, January; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: PPE + DME Requests
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2020 1:51:13 PM

Hi Peter,

Thanks for the conversation! What we are looking for is below -- appreciate your help if you
have leads on any of these.

We are looking for the items below in the next 5-14 days. They would be delivered to our state
warehouse.

2,000,000 N95 masks
3,000,000 surgical masks
500,000 surgical gowns
250,000 face shields
7,000 ventilators
3 million surgical gloves (S,M,L)

Best,
Kacey

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor





that capacity to help advocate on their behalf.

Their ask in the letter, in addition to raising awareness of the
impending financial crisis of private pediatric healthcare and kids'
access to care, is a request for a video or telephone meeting
with your health policy staff in order to discuss in further detail
the challenges they are facing and map out shared solutions
and next steps.

This issue is critical for these small businesses in Colorado and
the hundreds of thousands of Colorado children they treat every
year. I am happy to help coordinate a meeting with your staff on
their behalf.
 
Thank you for your leadership during the coronavirus public
health emergency, and we look forward to working with you and
your team going forward.
 
Sincerely,

Zach Zaslow

Zach Zaslow
Director of Government Affairs | Children's Hospital Colorado
zach.zaslow@childrenscolorado.org | w: (720) 777-6555

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This e-mail, including any
attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient and may
contain confidential and privileged information.  If you are not an
intended recipient, or the person responsible for delivering this
message to an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
reading, copying, using or distributing this message is prohibited.
If you are not an intended recipient, please contact the sender by
reply email and destroy all copies of the original message from
your computer system. 

-- 
Eve Lieberman
Chief Policy Advisor and Legislative Counsel

C 202.281.0136    
200 E. Colfax Ave. Denver CO 80203



eve.lieberman@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor





Thank you for your leadership during the coronavirus public health
emergency, and we look forward to working with you and your team going
forward.
 
Sincerely,

Zach Zaslow

Zach Zaslow
Director of Government Affairs | Children's Hospital Colorado
zach.zaslow@childrenscolorado.org | w: (720) 777-6555

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This e-mail, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient and may contain confidential and
privileged information.  If you are not an intended recipient, or the person
responsible for delivering this message to an intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that reading, copying, using or distributing this message is
prohibited. If you are not an intended recipient, please contact the sender by
reply email and destroy all copies of the original message from your computer
system. 

-- 
Eve Lieberman
Chief Policy Advisor and Legislative Counsel

C 202.281.0136    
200 E. Colfax Ave. Denver CO 80203
eve.lieberman@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor



On Sun, Mar 29, 2020 at 12:24 PM Sarah Woodson <sarah@thecolorofcannabisco.org>
wrote:

Dear Governor Polis-

My name is Sarah Woodson, I am the Executive Director of The Color of
Cannabis. The Color of Cannabis is an organization that provides a pathway for
restorative economic and criminal justice to communities negatively impacted
by the war on drugs. TCC represents the equitable interests of POCs in
Colorado.  We advocate for legislation, public policy, business education &
technical assistance, that provides equitable and sustainable opportunities for
POCs in cannabis.  I have attached a letter for your review regarding cannabis
delivery. I look forward to your feedback. 
-- 
Sarah Woodson 
Executive Director 
720-840-7576

The information contained in this e-mail is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s) and may be confidential, proprietary, and/or legally privileged.
Inadvertent disclosure of this message does not constitute a waiver of any
privilege. If you receive this message in error, please do not directly or
indirectly use, print, copy, forward, or disclose any part of this message. Please
also delete this e-mail and all copies and notify the sender. Thank you.





P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor



From: Wulff - GOVOffice  Kacey on behalf of Wulff - GOVOffice  Kacey <kacey.wulff@state.co.us>
To: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS
Subject: Re: A Comprehensive Solution for COVID-19 Monitoring and Response
Date: Friday, March 27, 2020 6:23:39 AM

On Thu, Mar 26, 2020 at 9:55 PM Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa < @state.co.us> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Andy Slavitt <andy.slavitt@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Mar 26, 2020 at 4:14 PM
Subject: A Comprehensive Solution for COVID-19 Monitoring and Response
To: < @state.co.us>

Dear Governor Polis:

Thank you for your leadership in stemming the COVID-19 public health crisis. Your bold action is saving lives.

I have been reviewing and will put out shortly a comprehensive recommendation to the Federal and state governments in connection
with United States of Care, a non-partisan non-profit focused on helping you solve the problem of caring for your state’s population.
Particularly during this trying time.

From Bill Gates to Larry Brilliant, who cured small-pox, leading experts say the proper path consists of this robust approach:

● Phase 1: A strict lockdown lasting 6-10 weeks and until adequate testing is available. The #StayHome memo that I, along with a
number of scientists sent you last week, is critical
plus get surge of medical supplies, etc in place
● Phase 2: Test, trace, quarantine
● Phase 3: Ongoing community monitoring and targeted suppression

In the interim, states, public health agencies and health providers have been significantly hamstrung due to the lack of testing. While
we race to identify a vaccine and possible treatment, states need other tools to identify potential illness hotspots in order to more
smartly deploy testing and quarantine.

We have been on the lookout for tools that can be helpful to you in establishing the kind of monitoring that will get you down that path.
I suspect a number will emerge. The good news is that there is one opportunity to more quickly identify potential areas of illness in
your state; proactively test and then quarantine infected individuals. The goal is to catch clusters of illness and deploy in home testing
before individuals leave their homes to prevent additional spread of infection. This is an intriguing opportunity for you and your public
health leadership to review to conduct at home monitoring by providing digital thermometers to populations in your states. We have
found the results extremely helpful in identifying what’s happening in your state. See the attached memo and glance at the graphs.

While there may be others, one company that has been in the news is Kinsa. The good news is they are increasing production of these
thermometers. The challenge is that they currently only have enough production capacity to partner with up to three states. I propose to
them that they select three states to act as proof points who want to become “mini-South Koreas” and told them I would send a note to
the governors and health departments so states could self-select. Note that I have no financial interest in Kinsa although I have
relationships with one of their board members which could assist us in increasing capacity and recommending pilot states.

To be sure real-time temperature monitoring isn’t the only thing you need to do. But it feels like it could be a critical piece of the
puzzle. I am cc’ing their founder and CEO Inder Singh, who you could also reach at inder@kinsahealth.com as well as Joanna
Dornfeld from USofCare jdornfeld@usofcare.org in case you have broader or additional needs we can help with. 

Best Regards,

Andy

Andy Slavitt
Founder and General Partner
Town Hall Ventures

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff



P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor



From: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice on behalf of Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>
To: Jacki Melmed - GovOffice
Cc: Jared Polis
Subject: Re: Message to Governor Polis
Date: Thursday, March 26, 2020 7:25:16 PM

On Mar 26, 2020, at 6:42 PM, Jacki Melmed - GovOffice
<jackic.melmed@state.co.us> wrote:

Jacki Cooper Melmed

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Fine, David" <dfine2@msudenver.edu>
Date: March 26, 2020 at 5:36:11 PM MDT
To: "jackic.melmed@state.co.us" <jackic.melmed@state.co.us>
Subject: Message to Governor Polis

Hi Jacki, please pass along to the Governor that I think he is doing a
fantastic job handling the COVID crisis. Hope you are well. Thanks.
 
David
 
David Fine | General Counsel 
Office of the President
 
Metropolitan State University of Denver
Campus Box 01, P.O. Box 173362, Denver, CO 80217-3362
Office: 303.605.5234
dfine2@msudenver.edu | www.msudenver.edu
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From: Lieberman - GOVOffice  Eve on behalf of Lieberman - GOVOffice  Eve <eve.lieberman@state.co.us>
To: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: Today"s Federal Priorities for Governors
Date: Thursday, March 26, 2020 2:02 03 PM

 

 

On Thu, Mar 26, 2020 at 2:00 PM Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa @state.co.us> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
Date: Thu, Mar 26, 2020 at 9:48 AM
Subject: Today's Federal Priorities for Governors
To: McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>

Dear Governors,

 

Thank you for all the feedback NGA has received on your top federal priorities and needs for the continued COVID-19 response. 
Based on your responses, NGA has put together the attached list that Chairman Hogan will present to Vice President Pence on today’s
Governors call.  Although the list is not comprehensive of all state needs, Governor Hogan wants to focus on these five items to
continue the push for federal action.

 

Please feel free to remain in contact with me as we work to ensure that Governor’s needs are heard at the highest levels of the federal
government.

 

Best,

Bill

 

Bill McBride  | Executive Director

 

National Governors Association

444 North Capitol Street NW

Suite 267

Washington, DC 20001 

p/202-624-5320

c/703-370-2298

bmcbride@nga.org

www nga org

 

 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an
intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 570.954.1672
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 



@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.

-- 
Eve Lieberman
Chief Policy Advisor and Legislative Counsel

C 202.281.0136    
200 E. Colfax Ave. Denver CO 80203
eve.lieberman@state.co.us | www colorado gov/governor







-- 
Blake Whealy
(708) 269-4554
Blake@centennialstatelab.com

-- 
Blake Whealy
(708) 269-4554
Blake@centennialstatelab.com

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.

-- 
David Oppenheim
Legislative Director

303-725-6271 (c)
200 E Colfax, Room 136 | Denver, CO 80203
david.oppenheim@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor



From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared < @state.co.us>
To: Eve Lieberman - GOVOffice; Kacey Wulff - GOVOffice; Sarah Tuneberg; Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa
Subject: Fwd: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the President & Vice President Today, Monday April 27 at 2:00

p.m. ET
Date: Monday, April 27, 2020 12:11:28 PM
Attachments: Testing Blueprint.pdf

Testing Overview.pdf
image001.png

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Date: Monday, April 27, 2020
Subject: Fwd: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the President & Vice President
Today, Monday April 27 at 2:00 p.m. ET
To: "Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO" <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: "Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO" <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, "Pottebaum,
Nic D. EOP/WHO" <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, "Campana, Ariella M.
EOP/WHO" <Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>, "Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP"
<Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>

Please see the additional read-aheads attached titled “Opening Up America Again – Testing
Blueprint” and “Opening Up America Again – Testing Overview”

This information is being provided to Governors as a courtesy and is embargoed until
official release.

Regards,

Zach Swint

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

The White House

C:  | E: Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

 

From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO 
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2020 12:01 PM
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Campana,
Ariella M. EOP/WHO <Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>
Subject: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the President & Vice President Today,





 

Zach Swint

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

The White House

C:  | E: Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov





































STAGE 1: LAUNCH

1. Build the foundation for diagnostic testing

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has determined the molecular composition of the virus and 
published this information in a public database for researchers to use to develop diagnostic tests.

KEY DATES

January 10: CDC begins developing a test for public health laboratories to use to detect COVID-19.

January 18: CDC begins to test specimens for COVID-19.

January 20: CDC confirms the first case of COVID-19 in the United States.

January 24: CDC publishes the genetic sequence of the first domestic case of the virus on NCBI/GenBank.



STAGE 1: LAUNCH

2. Mobilize the private sector to develop tests

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has worked with more than 380 test developers who have indicated their intent 
to submit requests for EUAs for tests that detect the virus or antibodies to the virus.

The FDA has helped streamline the review process, including by: 

 Publishing immediately-in-effect guidance for policies specific to this public health emergency

 Providing templates to facilitate EUA submission

 Holding weekly virtual town halls to answer questions from developers

KEY DATES

January 21: The Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) convenes leading diagnostics companies to 
encourage development of COVID-19 tests.

February 15: BARDA announces funding opportunities for developing COVID-19 diagnostic tests.

February 21: The National Institutes of Health (NIH) provides COVID-19 RNA to diagnostics companies to expedite private-sector test 
development.

February 29: FDA permits immediate use of laboratory-validated tests, rapidly expanding testing capacity.

March 4: The Vice President and senior Administration officials convene meeting with leading diagnostics companies.

March 7: FDA updates EUA template for laboratories.

March 12: FDA updates EUA template for manufacturers.



STAGE 1: LAUNCH

3. Issue EUAs for tests

FDA has facilitated scaling of testing capacity to address the Public Health Emergency.

KEY DATES

March 13: FDA issued an EUA for Roche’s 
cobas COVID-19 test within 24 hours of 
receiving the application.

March 18: FDA issued the first emergency 
use authorization for a point-of-care COVID-
19 diagnostic test (Abbott).

April 21: FDA authorized the first COVID-19 
diagnostic test with a home collection 
option (LabCorp). 

As of April 27: FDA has issued 70 EUAs (62 
for molecular tests and 8 for serological 
tests).
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STAGE 1: LAUNCH

5. Facilitate State efforts to access and utilize all available testing capacity

The Administration has reached out to governors to help them better utilize the testing capacity within their States.

KEY DATES

January to Present: The President, Vice President, and senior Administration officials hold more than a dozen governors-only briefings, 
many of which have focused on joint Federal-State efforts to expand testing throughout the country.  In addition, the White House 
organizes numerous calls to enhance testing coordination efforts at the State, local, and tribal levels. 

April 21: The White House organizes a briefing call between key senior Administration officials and large diagnostic test manufacturers
(Abbott, Roche, and Thermo Fischer Scientific) with governors’ senior staff, state health officers, state lab officials, state 
epidemiologists, and state emergency managers on near-term COVID-19 testing priorities.

By April 25: The Administration finalizes a database of nationwide laboratory capacity and publishes maps displaying their locations. 
The Administration also conducts at least one individual working session with every State to provide advice about testing capacity, 
including the location of specific testing platforms.



6. Identify and expand public and private-sector testing infrastructure

The Administration has supported and expanded the public and private-sector testing infrastructure to accelerate 
testing in communities across the country. 

STAGE 2: SCALE

KEY DATES

February 29: FDA authorizes New York state laboratory diagnostic test (first non-CDC COVID-19 diagnostic test).

Early March to Present: Millions of new tests, including Point-of-Care (POC) tests, are surged to hospitals and other testing locations. 

March 19: CVS launches the first retail-based testing site in Massachusetts.

As of April 25: United States retailers are operating 80 federally supported testing sites in 24 States.

By May 1: United States retailers will be operating a total of 100 federally supported testing sites in 33 States.



STAGE 2: SCALE

7. Strengthen testing supply chain

The Administration has increased the availability of testing and laboratory supplies by working directly with 
manufacturers and distributors to increase production capacity through direct procurement, application of Titles I and 
III of the Defense Production Act, formation of public-private partnerships, and improved allocation criteria that help 
ensure supplies reach the locations where they are needed the most.

KEY ACTIONS (Ongoing)

 Project AirBridge has completed 86 flights with 26 more scheduled for the near future transporting 71.3 million masks, 8.5 million 
gowns, and 724.8 million gloves to the United States from countries around the world.  In total, the Federal Government has 
facilitated the nationwide delivery of 175.2 million masks, 14.7 million gowns, and 793.8 million gloves.

 The Federal Government has directly procured millions of 6.7 million swabs, 3.3 million transport media, 15 million lancets, and 15 
million alcohol pads.

 The Federal Government partners with multiple companies to ramp up domestic production of critical specimen collection supplies 
such as swabs and collection tubes.

 Private laboratory testing supply companies rapidly ramp up manufacturing capacity of extraction kits, PCR kits, and reagents.

The United States has processed more than 5.2 million samples. That is more than the combined total of Australia, 
Austria, Canada, France, India, Italy, Japan, Singapore, Sweden, South Korea, and the United Kingdom.



COVID-19 
LABORATORY 
TESTING 
CAPACITY

Source: Based on data provided to HHS from select diagnostics companies 





STAGE 3: SUPPORT OPENING UP AGAIN

8. Coordinate with governors to support testing plans and rapid response programs

The Administration has provided a Blueprint that describes roles and responsibilities, as well as principles and 
elements of the robust testing plans and rapid response programs called for in the President’s Guidelines. 

CONTINUED FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SUPPORT WILL INCLUDE:

• Providing expedited regulatory approvals for tests and testing equipment.

• Publishing and updating procedural guidance for administering diagnostic tests (i.e., prioritization algorithms and protocols). 

• In partnership with the private sector, accelerating research and development of innovative diagnostic tests, such as:

o Highly specific and sensitive antibody tests.

o An antigen test to detect active infection quickly and accurately. 

o Advancing simplified, rapid POC nucleic acid testing.

o Genomic sequencing technology.

• Identifying and sharing best practices and providing technical assistance to State, local, and tribal governments to improve their testing, 
surveillance, and contact tracing programs.

• Acting as supplier of last resort.





From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared < @state.co.us>
To: Steven Gale
Subject: Re: corona virus "safer at home"
Date: Thursday, April 23, 2020 12:01:42 PM

Steve your input, both anecdotally from your family and as a psychologist is critical. The
health piece and the economic piece are more obvious than the psychological piece.
We want people to stay home and reduce their social interactions in a sustainable way for the
next month and beyond. How people (like your daughter) choose to behave and act over May,
June, July determines the spread of the virus MUCH more than the exact date of the expiration
of the stay at home order. I get that the order provides a black and white situation that helps
your daughter avoid social interactions, but the key question is what can I say or do to have
more Coloradans do that for the LONG haul, for months.  Because another week or two of the
black and white guidance just doesn't affect things much, what matters is medium term
behavior.

Jared

On Wed, Apr 22, 2020 at 11:01 PM Steven Gale > wrote:
Hello Governor Polis:
I am writing as a concerned citizen of Colorado and as a parent of a teenager. I wanted to let
you know a little of my experience as a parent dealing with coronavirus restrictions for my
child. The stay at home period of time has been very difficult for my 16 year old daughter
who thrives on constant socialization with her friends at school and outside of school. She
has often begged us in recent weeks to allow her more leeway to meet up with her friends
and return to "normal" life. She longs to know when everything will return to normal. As
tempting as it may be for us to tell her what she wants to hear, we have refused to give her
false hope that this virus will fade away any sooner than the scientists and experts tell us,
and we have not allowed her to engage in activities that we know will make her, our family,
and our community less safe.  Instead, we have asked and indeed demanded of her to make
these significant sacrifices for the good of us all. To be frank, it is not as difficult for my
wife and myself, and for our older daughter, though there are certainly adjustments. Now,
however, we face yet another challenge. You see, she is now hearing from her friends that
they AND their parents interpreted your announcements yesterday and today regarding
loosening restrictions on businesses as, "The lockdown is ending next week." Indeed, with
the apparent support of many their parents, her friends have begun to make plans to return
next week to all of their usual social activities (except school, of course!) In their minds, as
long as they are in a group of less than ten teens, its all good! The governor said so! My wife
and I are scientists, though not experts in infectious disease or public health, so we, of
course, will continue to restrict our daughter's activities based on the recommendations of
the true experts, though we don't look forward to the parenting struggles that will be
required. More important than those struggles, though, is our concern and fear that many
others will take your new guidelines the wrong way, as our daughter's friends have, and will
undo all the hard-earned gains that we Coloradans have made in this fight. I urge you to
rethink or at least strongly reword your new policy to directly address this reality. I also
believe that many others share our concerns. Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Steve Gale



-- 
Steven R. Gale, Ph.D., LLC
Licensed Psychologist
323 W. Drake Rd, Ste 220
Fort Collins, CO 80526



From: ali.cox@state.co.us on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
To: Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa; Willis - CDPS, Mike
Subject: Fwd: The Trump Administration Is Supporting the People of Colorado To Combat the Coronavirus
Date: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 9:28:16 PM
Attachments: The Trump Administration Supporting the People of Colorado.pdf

image001.png

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2020 at 7:23 PM
Subject: The Trump Administration Is Supporting the People of Colorado To Combat the
Coronavirus
To: 

 

Colorado State and Local Partners,

 

Thank you for your continued efforts in the whole-of-America approach to respond to
and mitigate the impact of COVID-19 (coronavirus) for the benefit of the people of
Colorado. As you know, our citizens are best served when response is locally executed,
State managed and Federally supported. The Federal government scales best
practices, coordinates key priorities, provides regulatory flexibilities, guidance, and
key resources to supplement, but not replace, private sector, local, and State
resources. On January 31, the Trump Administration declared the coronavirus a
public health emergency. The declaration set in motion the Trump Administration’s
whole-of-government approach to protecting the health of Americans in response to
the coronavirus. Working in partnership with State, Local, and Tribal leaders, the
President and Administration have and continue to leverage all resources to respond
to the coronavirus, bringing together government and private industry in a
collaborative response.

 



 

Attached, please find a fact sheet (The Trump Administration Is Supporting
the People of Colorado) overviewing Federal coordination and assistance provided
to the State of Colorado and the people of Colorado to combat the coronavirus. The
attached information is bolstered by hundreds of additional actions by the Federal
government to help the people of Colorado in partnership with State and local leaders.
The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH IGA) will continue to share
pertinent information as it becomes available. Please do not hesitate to reach out to
our office if we can be of assistance. As a reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison
between the White House and the country’s State and local elected officials and Tribal
Governments.

 

Sincerely,

 

The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

 

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

 



Download the COVID-19 App

COVID-19: Important Resources for State,
Local, and Tribal Officials

 

 

·         Guidelines for Opening Up America Again: On Thursday, April 16,
President Trump and the White House Coronavirus Task Force unveiled new
guidelines (download here) for the reopening of America. Developed by the top
medical experts from across the Government and based on verifiable metrics
regarding the situation on the ground, the guidelines outline a phased return to
reopening and include specific steps for State, Local, and Tribal officials to follow
in tailoring their response. The guidelines also set clear benchmarks on new cases,
testing, and hospital resources for States to meet to proceed toward a phased
reopening. In the days and weeks ahead, the Administration plans to continue
robust coordination and outreach with State, Local, and Tribal leaders as we
collectively work to reopen the country.

·         Coronavirus Guidelines for America: On Tuesday, March 31, the White



House announced updated Coronavirus Guidelines for America (Español),
extending social distancing efforts through April 30. On April 3, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issued guidance recommending
individuals wear cloth face coverings in public settings where other social
distancing measures are difficult to maintain (e.g. grocery stores and pharmacies,
particularly in areas of significant community-based transmission. On April 8,
CDC also provided guidelines regarding when people in critical infrastructure
roles can return to work after being exposed to a confirmed or suspected case of
COVID-19. Additional information on critical infrastructure below.

·         Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date, verified information and
guidance can be found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Coronavirus Disease 2019 website – www.coronavirus.gov. The Coronavirus
Task Force holds frequent briefings, which can be viewed live here.

·         COVID-19 Response and Recovery Primer: Response and recovery
efforts are locally executed, state managed, and federally supported. It is
important that requests for assistance, including for critical supplies, get routed
through the proper channels as soon as possible. Learn more about the response
and recovery process via this important resource – Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Pandemic: Response and Recovery Through Federal-State-Local-Tribal
Partnership. FEMA’s public assistance guidance for COVID-19 response efforts
can be found here. Guidance for Tribal Governments can be found here.

·         Critical Infrastructure Workforce Guidelines: On March 16th, the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) issued updated critical
infrastructure guidance in response to the COVID-19 emergency. DHS
continues to work with stakeholders in the critical infrastructure community to
update the advisory list if necessary as the Nation’s response to COVID-19 evolves.
The guidance, and accompanying list, is intended to help State, local, tribal and
territorial officials as they work to protect their communities, while ensuring
continuity of functions critical to public health and safety, as well as economic and
national security. The list is advisory in nature and is not a federal directive or
standard.

·         Rural Resource Guide: USDA and Federal partners have programs that can
be used to provide immediate and long term assistance to rural communities
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. These programs can support recovery efforts
for rural residents, businesses, and communities. USDA developed a resource
guide for State, Local, and Tribal leaders, and other stakeholders.

·         Coronavirus Fact vs. Myth: Rumors can easily circulate within
communities during a crisis. FEMA setup a website to help the public distinguish
between rumors and facts regarding the response to the coronavirus pandemic.

·         Fraud & Scam Protection: The Department of Justice is remaining vigilant
in detecting, investigating, and prosecuting wrongdoing related to the crisis. Find
out how you can protect yourself and helpful resources on DOJ’s Coronavirus



Fraud Prevention website. The Federal Trade Commission has also established a
website with helpful information to help consumers avoid coronavirus-related
scams.

·         Social Media Resources: Download the Apple COVID-19 Screening
Tool. Follow the White House on Twitter and Facebook. Also follow HHS
(Twitter/Facebook) and CDC (Twitter/Facebook) You can also find
informational videos from Coronavirus Task Force members on mitigation, social
distancing, etc. on the White House’s YouTube page.

·         Mental Health Resources: Natural disasters – including such pandemics
as the coronavirus outbreak – can be overwhelming and also can seriously affect
emotional health. The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration’s
(SAMHSA) Disaster Distress Helpline – 1-800-985-5990 (or text TalkWithUs to
66746) – provides 24/7, 365-day-a-year crisis counseling and support to anyone
who is seeking help in coping with the mental or emotional effects caused by
developments related to the coronavirus pandemic.  Learn more about the
Disaster Distress Helpline here.

·         Addiction & Substance Abuse Resources: The COVID-19 pandemic has
created countless challenges for those delivering care to our most vulnerable
populations. People with Substance Use Disorder (SUD) and Opioid Use Disorder
(OUD) are especially at high risk suffering complications from COVID-19. The
White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), which leads and
coordinates the development, implementation, and assessment of U.S. drug policy,
released a fact sheet that contains information on Federal actions to expand
telemedicine and e-prescribing, to increase flexibility for treatment with
methadone and buprenorphine, to improve access to prescribed controlled
substances, and to expand assistance to rural areas.

·         Administration Actions and Federal Agency Resources: USA.gov is
cataloging all U.S. government activities related to coronavirus. From actions on
health and safety to travel, immigration, and transportation to education, find
pertinent actions here. Each Federal Agency has also established a dedicated
coronavirus website, where you can find important information and guidance.
They include: Health and Human Services (HHS), Centers of Medicare and
Medicaid (CMS), Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Department of
Education (DoED), Department of Agriculture (USDA), Small Business
Administration (SBA), Department of Labor (DOL), Department of Homeland
Security (DHS), Department of State (DOS), Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Department of Energy (DOE),
Department of Commerce (DOC), Department of Justice (DOJ), Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Department of the Treasury (USDT),
Internal Revenue Service (IRS), Office of the Director of National Intelligence
(ODNI), and U.S. Election Assistance Commission (EAC).

 



The Trump Administration Is Supporting the People of Colorado 
 

“We have the best doctors, the best military leaders, and the best logistics professionals anywhere in the 
world. And we’re orchestrating a massive Federal response unlike anything our country has ever seen.”  

– President Donald J. Trump 
 
Overview: Response and recovery efforts are locally executed, State managed, and Federally supported. 
Successful emergency management requires nationwide cooperation and unity of effort, combining the strength 
and ingenuity of our citizens and private sector with a sweeping, all-inclusive, and whole-of-government 
response. The below is a partial overview of Federal assistance provided to the State of Colorado and the people 
of Colorado to combat COVID-19 (coronavirus). The information is bolstered by hundreds of additional actions 
by the Federal government to help the people of Colorado. Implementation of the CARES Act is ongoing which 
will also bring additional support to Colorado. President Donald J. Trump and Vice President Mike Pence have 
appreciated the strong State-Federal partnership with Governor Jared Polis. 
 
Supportive Actions by President Donald J. Trump:  
 
- President Trump Declares a National Emergency: On March 13, President Trump declared a 

national emergency concerning the coronavirus. The emergency declaration authorized direct Federal 
assistance, temporary facilities, commodities, equipment, and emergency operation costs for all states, 
including Colorado, pursuant to section 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency 
Assistance Act. 

 
- Colorado’s Major Disaster Declaration: On March 25, Governor Jared Polis submitted a major disaster 

declaration request to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). On March 28, President Trump 
approved the request declaring a major disaster in the State of Colorado and ordered Federal assistance to 
supplement State, Tribal, and Local recovery efforts in the areas affected by COVID-19. For the first time in 
our Nation’s history, every state and territory has a presidential disaster declaration at the same time. 

 
- Historic Economic Relief: On March 27, President Trump signed the CARES Act into law. The law 

provides unprecedented economic relief to American citizens, small businesses, workers, healthcare 
providers, and State, Local, and Tribal governments and builds on the Families First Coronavirus Response 
Act. More here. Additional Colorado allocation information is found below. 
 

- National Guard Support: On April 7, President Trump directed FEMA to fund 100% of the emergency 
assistance activities provided by Colorado National Guard personnel in Title 32 duty status, per Governor 
Polis’ request.  

 
Testing, Resource & Logistics Support: FEMA is working with the U.S. Department of Health & Human 
Services (HHS), other Federal agencies and private sector partners to produce, allocate, and distribute key 
resources to Colorado, including personal protective equipment (PPE), ventilators (including expediting critical 
supplies from overseas to various U.S. locations). 

 
- HHS, the Centers for Disaster Control and Prevention (CDC), and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

are providing unprecedented regulatory flexibilities, resources, and guidance to expand the availability of 
testing and to assist States, including Colorado, in scaling testing. Learn more from the CDC here and FDA 
here.  

 
- In Colorado, the Federal Government supported 2 mobile testing sites to increase testing in the State. Read 

more here. 
 

- In support of the White House Coronavirus Task Force, FEMA and HHS are coordinating a whole-of-America 
approach to source personal protective equipment (PPE), ventilators, and other critical resources for States, 
Tribes, and Territories. The effort is led by Rear Admiral John Polowczyk of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. For 
more on the Supply Chain Stabilization Task Force, read more here.  
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- The Trump Administration is coordinating Project Air Bridge, a coordinated public-private partnership 
designed to expedite the movement of critical supplies from other countries to the United States. The below 
table shows recently delivered supplies to Colorado entities, including Project Air Bridge efforts to bolster 
private sector supply chains. 

 

PPE April 1 - 7 April 8 - 14 Total 

N-95 Masks 145,400 42,900 188,300 

Surgical & Procedural Masks 615,500 251,600 867,100 

Eye & Face Shields 6,500 8,600 15,100 

Isolation & Surgical Gowns 447,400 257,200 704,600 

Surgical & Exam Gloves 16,439,900 13,432,100 29,872,000 

 
- In addition to the Project Air Bridge efforts, as of April 14, FEMA delivered 100 ventilators, 220 K N-95 

masks, 517 K surgical masks, 100 K medical gowns, 3,800 coveralls, 100 K face shields, and 504 K gloves 
from the Strategic National Stockpile to Colorado.  
 

- As of April 15, FEMA obligated $151.6 M for Colorado to respond to COVID-19 and will continue to obligate 
additional dollars per validated State requests.  
 

- The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has worked with the State of Colorado to increase hospital 
capacity in Colorado by over 3,000 beds (as of April 17) in two COVID-19 facilities. The USACE is providing 
resources and personnel to create alternate care facilities in Denver (Colorado Convention Center – 2,000 
beds), and Loveland (The Ranch Events Complex – 1007 beds). More here. 
 

- The Defense Logistics Agency awarded a contract to Battelle Critical Care Decontamination Systems for 60 
N95 decontamination system units for the sanitation and reuse of N95 respirators. Nine systems have been 
deployed in New York (2), Connecticut (1), Illinois (1), Massachusetts (1), New Jersey (1), Ohio (1), Rhode 
Island (1), and Washington (1). Systems are en route to California, Colorado, District of Columbia, Georgia, 
Maryland, and Pennsylvania. 
 

Federal Agency Support: The Trump Administration continues to provide unprecedented resources, 
guidance, and regulatory flexibilities for State, tribal, and local governments to develop and deploy innovative 
solutions for addressing the coronavirus.  
 
- U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) 

 Through the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) provided $16.02 M to the State of Colorado. More here. 

 As of April 8, HHS has awarded $24.1 M in CARES Act funding to 20 health centers across Colorado 
to assist in combatting COVID-19. More here. 

 Medical providers in Colorado were allocated $360.9 M for the first round of funding from the 
Provider Relief Fund, with most of that provided Friday, April 10. More here. 

 As of April 17, the State of Colorado has received a total of $452.3 M from HHS, through the Provider 
Relief Fund, CDC State and local funding, HRSA health centers, and other HHS grants. 

 On March 24, the State of Colorado submitted a 1135 Medicaid Waiver request to the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid. On March 26, CMS approved Colorado’s waiver request offering new 
flexibilities to focus resources on combatting the outbreak and providing the best possible care to 
Medicaid beneficiaries in Colorado.  

 HHS, CMS, and FDA have issued guidance on several topics to help inform decisions made by State 
and local health officials and private sector partners, including operational guidance for Colorado 
nursing homes, telemedicine, elective surgery, and insurers. Learn more from CMS here, CDC here, 
and FDA here. 

 
- U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) 



3 
 

 As a result of the CARES Act, the SBA created four additional loan/funding programs to assist 
businesses impacted by COVID-19. As of April 16, the SBA issued over $7.3 B in loans to over 41,000 
Colorado small businesses. Nationally, SBA executed more loans in 14 days of CARES Act 
implementation than the agency had done in the previous 14 years. 

 On March 19, SBA declared an economic disaster in Colorado at the request of Governor Polis. The 
disaster declaration creates access to low interest loans for small businesses in across Colorado. SBA 
continues to process and allocate Disaster Loans to eligible parties in Colorado.  

 
- U.S. Department of the Treasury 

 Economic Impact Payments authorized by the CARES Act have gone out to 80 million Americans in 
Colorado and across the country as of Monday, April 13. These payments are being automatically 
issued to eligible 2019 or 2018 federal tax return filers who received a refund using direct deposit. 
More here. Social Security recipients who do not file tax returns will automatically receive economic 
impact payments. More here. 

 Treasury is operationalizing stimulus relief to States, Tribes, and eligible units of local government as 
authorized under the CARES Act’s Coronavirus Relief Fund. The State of Colorado, combined with 
eligible units of local government in the State that apply, will receive over $2.2 B. More here. 

 On Thursday, April 9, the Department of the Treasury and Federal Reserve launched a Main Street 
Business Lending program and a Municipal Liquidity Facility (MLF) to support the flow of credit to 
American workers, businesses, states, counties, and cities impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. 
The MLF will provide up to $500 B in direct financing to states, counties, and cities across the Nation 
to help ensure they have the funds necessary to provide essential services to citizens and respond to 
the coronavirus pandemic. More here. MLF term sheet and guidance can be found here. 

 
- U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

 HUD made $34.7 M in COVID-19 funding available to Colorado via CARES Act authorizations. More 
here. 

 On April 1, HUD implemented the CARES Act requirement to provide up to one year of payment 
forbearance for FHA single-family borrowers in Colorado and across the Nation who are experiencing 
financial hardship due to COVID-19. More here. 

 On April 10, HUD implemented the CARES Act requirement to provide FHA multifamily borrowers 
in Colorado and across the Nation with forbearance for up to three months if they agree not to evict 
tenants during that period. More here.    

 
- U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) 

 As a result of the Families First Coronavirus Response Act, DOL expanded paid sick, family, and 
medical leave; the Department has offered flexibilities and emergency administrative capacity 
expansion grants for unemployment insurance that will help the people of Colorado.   

 DOL has awarded over $10.1 M in Phase I emergency unemployment insurance and $4.9 M in 
dislocated worker grants to the State of Colorado. 

 
- U.S. Department of Education (DoED) 

 On March 20, DoED suspended Federal student loan payments and waived interest during the Federal 
emergency, which could help up to 695,400 direct loan borrowers in Colorado.  

 DoED has also provided unprecedented reporting flexibilities to Colorado to allow the State to best meet 
the needs of students and teachers during the emergency. More here and here.  

 On April 9, DoED announced an allocation under the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund of the 
CARES Act of nearly $84 M to support postsecondary education students in Colorado. Colleges and 
universities are required to utilize the funds to provide cash grants to students for expenses related to 
disruptions to their educations due to the COVID-19 outbreak, including things like course materials and 
technology as well as food, housing, health care, and childcare.  

 On April 14, DoED announced an allocation in The Governor’s Emergency Education Relief (GEER) 
Fund, authorized by the CARES Act, of $44 M for Colorado. This is an extraordinarily flexible “emergency 
block grant” designed to enable governors to decide how best to meet the needs of students, schools 
(including charter schools and non-public schools), postsecondary institutions, and other education-
related organizations. More here. 
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- U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

 On April 17, Secretary Perdue joined President Trump in announcing the Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program (CFAP) to assist farmers, ranchers, and consumers in response to COVID-19. 
This $19 billion relief program will provide $16 billion in direct support based on actual losses for 
agricultural producers and $3 billion in purchases of fresh produce, dairy and meat. 

 USDA has provided numerous flexibilities and resources to the State of Colorado to ensure children 
and low income Americans have access to food during the national emergency. More here. 

 USDA published a COVID-19 Federal Rural Resource Guide for rural residents, businesses, and 
communities to find information about federal funding and partnership opportunities during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

 
- U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) 

 DOT allocated $325 M in Federal Transit Administration funds to help the Colorado public 
transportation systems respond to the challenges of COVID-19. More here. 

 DOT awarded $366.9 M from the Federal Aviation Administration to help fund continuing operations 
and lost revenue for airports in Colorado. More here. 

 
- U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 

 With the $19.6 B allocated under the CARES Act, the VA is hiring new staff and procuring additional 
resources to deal with the evolving needs of the pandemic. This includes expanding free or subsidized 
telehealth services and waiving a requirement that VA State homes maintain a 90 percent occupancy 
rate in order to receive federal benefits for times when the Veteran is not in the home. More here. 

 The VA traditionally provides Veterans’ healthcare, benefits and memorial affairs. In times of national 
crisis, such as the current Coronavirus pandemic, VA provides services to the Nation based on 
requests from states, while being clear that Veterans are first. This is known as VA’s Fourth 
Mission. 

 The U.S. Department of the Treasury and VA announced that VA benefit recipients will 
automatically receive $1,200 in Economic Impact Payments provided for under the CARES Act.  

 On April 3, the VA announced a number of actions to provide Veterans with financial, benefits and 
claims help as part of the VA’s COVID-19 response. The financial relief actions include – until further 
notice – (i) suspending all actions on Veteran debts under the jurisdiction of the Treasury Department 
and (ii) suspending collection action or extending repayment terms on preexisting VA debts, as the 
Veteran prefers. More here. 

 
- U.S. Department of State (DOS) 

 The State Department launched an unprecedented global effort to bring home citizens from every 
corner of the globe and has repatriated thousands of Americans from multiple countries. As of April 
15, DOS coordinated the repatriation of nearly 70,000 Americans, including individuals from 
Colorado. More here. 
 

- U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) 

 DOJ allocated $14.2 M in funds to Colorado through the Coronavirus Emergency 
Supplemental Funding (CESF) Program to assist the State and local government response to 
the coronavirus. This includes $9.1 M in funding to the State and $5 M to local governments.  More 
here. 
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---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2020 at 7:58 PM
Subject: 4/20 Follow-Up - Governors Briefing on COVID-19
To: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, Obenshain,
Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>, Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>, Campana, Ariella M. EOP/WHO
<Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>

Governors and Senior Staff,  

 

Thank you for your efforts in the whole-of-America approach to respond to COVID-19
and plan for America’s economic recovery. Below are follow-up items from today’s
briefing.

 

Guidelines for Opening Up American Again

April 16, the President and Vice President released the Guidelines for Opening Up
American Again (20-page slide deck; Opening America). The guidelines give
States gating criteria in a proposed three phased approach based on the following
criteria: (1) Up-to-Date Data and Readiness; (2) Mitigates Risk of Resurgence; (3)
Protects the Most Vulnerable; and (4) Implementable on Statewide or County-by-
County Basis at Governors’ Direction.

 

State-by-State Testing Platform Information



Governors’ leadership of the testing ecosystems in their States is critical, including
scaling and utilizing all testing capacity, improving transparency on all testing
options, managing the workflow to maximize all testing capacity through high-
throughput platforms. We want to thank you for your leadership in this endeavor. 

 

As we work together to support the optimal use of the diagnostic assets in your state,
it may also be helpful to consider locations that could act as regional testing centers in
order to service specific, targeted geographies within your State in a hub and spoke
manner than can help provide technical support and communication across the State.
The platforms are a mix of high and low throughput of tests with differential turn-
around times and will need to strategically be matched to daily needs. The
development of an integrated lab strategy in your State will allow for a
more efficient use of diagnostic reagents, facilitate optimal workflows
and workforce utilization, and provide more continuity of testing capacity
with defined turnaround times for results. Rapid and efficient testing will
help identify pockets of viral emergence and allow for rapid contact
tracing and effective control. 

 

·       State-by-State Testing Platform Information: Prior to today’s briefing,
each governor and staff received State-by-State testing platform information that
included State-specific high and low throughput machine location map and
location details (if you need this state-Specific information re-sent, please let me
know).

·       Testing Approach Presentation: Attached you will find the testing
approach slide deck that Amb. Birx discussed on today’s call (this document was
previously provided in read ahead material today).

 

Testing Resources

·       Swab & Media Options: In today’s briefing, Adm. Giroir highlighted the vast
swabs and media options available. Attached you will find a tables of swab and
media options by laboratory. More information here.

·       Technical Briefing for State Leaders & Staff: The White House is holding a
State-Federal COVID-19 testing technical assistance briefing call on Tuesday, April 21
at 1:30 p.m. Eastern Time. Federal participants on the call include Amb. Birx, HHS
Adm. Giroir, and others from FDA, CDC, and FEMA. You can register for the call
here.

·       Increase Payment for High-Production Coronavirus Lab Tests: CMS
announced Medicare is doubling payment for certain lab tests that use high-
throughput technologies to rapidly diagnose large numbers of COVID-19 cases.



Additional information here.

·       CMS Pays for COVID-19 Specimen Collection: CMS will pay specimen
collection fees for COVID-19 testing for homebound and non-hospital
inpatients, to help facilitate the testing of homebound individuals and those unable
to travel. As a result of these actions, laboratories will have expanded capability to test
more vulnerable populations, like nursing home patients, quickly and provide results
faster. Additional information here.

·       FDA, Gates Foundation, UnitedHealth Group, Quantigen, and U.S.
Cotton Collaborate to Address Testing Supply Needs: FDA announced a
further expansion of COVID-19 testing options through the recognition that spun
synthetic swabs – with a design similar to Q-tips – could be used to test patients by
collecting a sample from the front of the nose. More details here.

·       Reminder – FDA Delegates Authority to States: On March 16, the FDA put
in place a policy for states to take responsibility for tests developed and used by
laboratories in their states. States can set up a system in which they take
responsibility for authorizing such tests and the laboratories will not engage with the
FDA. This includes expanding swab options as Colorado as done. More information
here.

·       Additional Testing Resources: FDA Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
and 24/7 technical assistance for labs (1-888-463-6332).

 

Project Airbridge State & County-Level Data

Prior to today’s briefing, each governor and staff received State- and county-specific
information on personal protection equipment (PPE) and other critical supplies being
distributed to healthcare providers through the normal commercial supplier
distribution system as the result of Project Airbridge and additional commercial
supply chain acquisitions. The PPE was distributed to healthcare facilities in your
State through the normal commercial supplier distribution system. Project Airbridge
has greatly helped expedite sourcing of key materials from around the world and
more efficiently distribute these vital resources to hospitals, nursing homes, long-
term care facilities, pre-hospital medical services, state and local governments, and
other facilities critical to caring for the American people during this pandemic. If you
need this state-Specific information re-sent, please let me know.

 

*BEST PRACTICE*: Vice President Pence and Amb. Birx both highlighted the
leadership of Governor Ron DeSantis (FL) for Florida’s informative and user friendly
COVID-19 website. You can find the website here.

 



Below, you will find additional information and resources mentioned on
today’s briefing call:

·       Contacting Your FEMA Regional Administrator

·       Recommendations to Re-Open Health Care Systems in Areas with Low
Incidence of COVID-19

·       CISA Releases Version 3.0 of Guidance on Essential Critical Infrastructure
Workers

·       FEMA COVID-19 Best Practices

·       Leading Testing Practices from & for Our Nation’s Governors

 

If you have any additional questions, please reach out to the Office of the Vice
President or White House Intergovernmental Affairs Office.

 

Intergovernmental Affairs Office

Name Cell Phone Email
Doug Hoelscher Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov
Nic Pottebaum Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

Zach Swint Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov
Ella Campana Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov

 

Office of the Vice President
Name Cell Phone Email

Tucker Obenshain Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov

 

Thanks,

Nic

 

--

Nicholas D. Pottebaum

Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director



White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-2132 | C: | E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

 

Slow the Spread

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

 

Contacting Your FEMA Regional Administrator

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has activated the National
Response Coordination Center (NRCC) 24/7. All requests to the Federal government
must be formally communicated by your State emergency manager to your
FEMA Regional Administrator. This is the same process as natural disasters
(e.g., hurricane recovery, flood recovery, tornado recovery, etc.).

 

Please ensure your State is reporting key information from their State emergency
manager to the FEMA Regional Administrator. Most States are reporting this data on
a daily basis, which is appreciated and we ask you to take action to ensure
your State continues doing this on a regular basis. This reporting includes:

·       Daily broad healthcare capacity data reporting on key hospital capacity and
ventilator use metrics.

·       Daily State's stockpile inventory and hospital PPE supplies to assist with our
prioritization of supplies and equipment deliveries to areas most in need.

 

Recommendations to Re-Open Health Care Systems in Areas with Low
Incidence of COVID-19

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) issued new recommendations
specifically targeted to communities that are in Phase 1 of the Guidelines for President
Trump’s Opening Up America Again with low incidence or relatively low and stable
incidence of COVID-19 cases. The recommendations update earlier guidance provided
by CMS on limiting non-essential surgeries and medical procedures. The new CMS
guidelines recommend a gradual transition and encourage health care providers to
coordinate with local and state public health officials, and to review the availability of
personal protective equipment (PPE) and other supplies, workforce availability,



facility readiness, and testing capacity when making the decision to re-start or
increase in-person care. Recommendations can be found here.

 

CISA Releases Version 3.0 of Guidance on Essential Critical
Infrastructure Workers

The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) released version 3.0 of
the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers guidance to help State and local
jurisdictions and the private sector identify and manage their essential workforce
while responding to COVID-19. Version 3.0 of the guidance clarifies and expands
critical infrastructure workers in several categories and provides additional
information as considerations for both government and business. The guidance can
be found here.

·       As a reminder, the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) has
released guidance for implementing safety practices for critical infrastructure
workers who may have had exposure to a person with suspected or confirmed
COVID-19.

 
FEMA COVID-19 Best Practices
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) are collecting and sharing best practices and lessons learned
from the whole-of-America response to COVID-19. The best practices are intended to help
medical practitioners, emergency managers, and other critical stakeholders learn from each
other’s approaches and apply solutions to current response and recovery operations.
The FEMA Coronavirus Emergency Management Best Practices page provides a
one-stop shop to explore best practices and lessons learned across all levels of government,
private sector, academic institutions, professional associations, and other
organizations. Key best practices for States include:

·       Personal Protective Equipment Preservation

·       Strategies for Optimizing the Supply of N95 Respirators

·       Recovery Planning and Implementation Financial Management
Guide

 

Leading Testing Practices from & for Our Nation’s Governors

Below are leading practice from and for our Nation’s governors who are leveraging
enhanced testing, improving community monitoring and contact tracing. We welcome
learning more about your State’s best practices.

·       Gov. Doug Ducey (AZ) announced antibody testing for 250,000 health
professionals and first responders through a partnership between the state of
Arizona and the University of Arizona following Federal approval.



·       Gov. Gavin Newsom (CA) announced a new testing task force creating 5-7
high-capacity testing “hubs” through a partnership with U.C. San Diego and U.C.
Davis.

·       Gov. Andy Beshear (KY) announced a public-private testing partnership
with Kroeger to expand drive-through COVID-19 with the goal of testing 20,000
people in five weeks. UPS and Gravity Diagnostics are working to provide test
results in 48 hours.

·       Gov. Ron DeSantis (FL) announced major expansions to statewide testing
with the goal of opening up additional testing sites and expanding spot testing by
enlisting members of the Florida National Guard to test in Florida nursing homes
and long-term care facilities.

·       Gov. Kim Reynolds (IA) worked with the University of Iowa Hospitals and
Clinics to leverage further testing capacity at an academic institution. Gov.
Reynolds also announced Iowa is dispatching state employees to assist in
contact tracing.

·       Governor Eric Holcomb (IN) announced additional free drive-thru
testing clinics.

·       Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (MI) announced 13 new or expanded COVID-19
drive-thru testing sites in partnership with Michigan Primary Care Association, 11
health centers, and NxGen MDX Laboratory. Additionally, Michigan is partnering
with Walmart to expand drive-thru testing sites. Walmart has announce additional
partnerships in 10 total states.

·       Gov. Doug Burgum (ND) announced pilot project to expand COVID-19
testing and improve tracing to slow spread of virus.

·       Gov. Pete Ricketts (NE) worked with the Nebraska State Health Lab in
maximizing reagent by pooling multiple people's COVID-19 samples together,
saving resources and time.

·       Gov. Andrew Cuomo (NY) signed an executive order to expand antibody
testing that will expand the number of people who are eligible to conduct the
coronavirus antibody test.

·       Governor Mike DeWine (OH) worked with the Ohio State University
Wexler Medical Center to expand and accelerate testing creating a sterile
solution to transport testing swaps (called viral transport media) that stabilizes
the virus, and has worked with university engineering and dentistry
departments to 3D print more than 50,000 swabs for tests.

·       Gov. Greg Abbott (TX) announced Walgreens drive-thru testing site
sites in Texas. Walgreens is operating additional sites in Arizona, Florida,
Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, and Tennessee.



·       Gov. Bill (TN) expanded testing options by establishing 15 drive-through
testing sites across the State available to anyone. In addition to drive-through
testing sites, Tennesseans can get a test free of charge, five days a week at every
rural county health department in the state.

·       Gov. Gina Raimondo (RI), Gov. Charlie Baker (MA), Gov. Brian
Kemp (GA) have all announced a rapid COVID-19 tests partnership with CVS
Health.

·       Governor Jim Justice (WV) ordered all nursing home residents and
staff statewide to be tested for COVID-19.



ACLA Laboratory Swabs Media

LabCorp

• Any FDA approved or authorized oropharyngeal, 
nasopharyngeal, or nasal collection devices

• UTM
• VTM
• CDC Recipe for VTM
• Saline
• NOT MTM (PrimeStore)

• Cotton swabs for anterior nasal are acceptable in addition to 
above

• Saline
• NOT UTM, VTM, or MTM

Quest

• Any FDA approved or authorized oropharyngeal, 
nasopharyngeal, or nasal collection device

• UTM
• VTM
• CDC Recipe for VTM
• Saline
• NOT MTM (PrimeStore)

• NOT cotton swabs

BioReference
Laboratories

• Any FDA approved or authorized oropharyngeal, 
nasopharyngeal, or nasal collection device

• UTM
• VTM
• CDC Recipe for VTM
• Saline
• PENDING MTM (PrimeStore)

• NOT cotton swabs



Nasopharyngeal Oropharyngeal Mid-Turbinate Anterior Nares

BD 220252 and 220251 220250 220144f, 220145 f, 220250

Copan
503CS01, 553Ct, 518CS01, 
518Ct,501CS01, 551Ct, and 62Ct**

502CS01, 552Ct, 519CS01, 
519Ct, 164KS01**, 175KS01**, 
159Ct**

56380CS01, 
56750CS01, 
56780CS01

502CS01, 552Ct, 
519CS01, 519Ct, 
164KS01**, 175KS01**, 
159Ct**

DHI / Quidel 503CS01.DHI 20103f

Fisher Healthcare

23600952, 23600956, 2300961, 
23500959t, 2300963t, 23600950, and 
1490623t**

23600957, 23600951, 23600960t, 
and 2300964t, 1490641**, 
1490650**, and 1490619t**

23600966 23600957, 23600951, 
23600960t, and 2300964t, 
1490641**, 1490650**, and 
1490619t**

Hardy / Healthlink 518CS01, 501CS01, and 162Ct** 519CS01, 502CS01, 164KS01** 519CS01, 502CS01, 
164KS01**

Puritan

25-3316-H, 25-3316-U, 25-3317-H, 
25-3317-U, 25-3318-H, 25-3318-U, 
25-3319-H, 25-3319-U, 25-3320-H, 
25-3320-U, 25-3320-H EMB 80, 
25-3320-U EMB 80, 25-3320-H EMB 100, 
25-3320-U EMB 100, 25-1406 1PF 50ff, 
25-800 1PD 50** and 25-800 1PD ALUM 
50**

25-1506 1PF SOLIDf, 
25-1506 1PF 100f, 
25-3206-H, 25-3206-U, 25-3706-
H, 25-806 1PD** and 
25-806 1PD BT**

25-3206-H, 25-3206-U, 
25-3706-H, 25-1506 1PF 100f, 
25-1506 1PF solid f, 
25-1506 1PF BTf, 
25-1506 1PF TT MCf, 
25-1506 2PF BTf, 
25-1406 1PF BTf

New swab choices to be added this week

Source: FDA FAQs on Diagnostic Testing for SARS-CoV-2 Website  
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FDA has expanded testing options to address 
supply needs

• Swabs
• Initially, nasopharyngeal (NP) swabs were used
• In March, FDA expanded options to oropharyngeal (OP) swabs if NP swabs not available
• In March, anterior nares sampling was added, using foam swabs
• In April, anterior nares sampling expanded to include spun polyester swabs,

which are more readily available and manufacturable at scale

• Transport media
• Initially, universal transit media (UTM) and viral transit media (VTM) were used
• In March, alternative transport media added, including Amies-based and saline
• In March FDA said labs can make their own VTM (CDC recipe)
• In April, alternative solution options further expanded

• FDA stated labs should not reject samples regardless of swab type
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From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared <j @state.co.us>
To: Pat Meyers - CDPS
Subject: Re: Intro to Peter Pham | Colorado Governor - drive thru Testing 1 week 10k/day
Date: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 5:08:17 PM

On Wednesday, April 22, 2020, Pat Meyers - CDPS <pmeyers@state.co.us> wrote:

Peter, I’ll follow up on the PPE and forward your message to Kyle who is point on testing.

 

From: Peter Pham [mailto:peterpham1@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 4:39 PM
To: Pat Meyers - CDPS; COVIDPPE, hcpf_covidppe@state.co.us
Cc: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice; Barbara Grogan; Ross Grogan; Jared Polis
- GOVOffice; January Montano - HCPF
Subject: Re: Intro to Peter Pham | Colorado Governor - drive thru Testing 1 week 10k/day

 

Team CO. 

 

2 things. 1st - I wanted to follow up with your possible order.  Governor Polis per our 1st
phone call you said you could pay 3 days after receiving. And as I mentioned that's been the
main bottleneck since factories all require 50% min upfront. Especially to keep prices close
to cost, and in most cases 30-50% less than others. So we've been able to secure payment
terms of net 3 up to $10M order, which I've attached below. It isn't the entire order you need
(that's $12.7M) but it's most of it.

But the other thing we discussed is it has to be an irrevocable PO. As you can imagine
risking the capital, then having it cancelled before we deliver it, isnt a normal risk.

 

Per the CO team, you can only do a cancellable PO, and pay AFTER you test at university
of  CO. Which is an undetermined guaranteed time frame. The entire industry uses



www.sgs.com a 3rd party testing company for this assurance of quality, but that process is
usually done in a day or two, in china before it boards the plane.  

 

The short of it is if you can only do cancellable PO's and payment after testing (estimate of
net 14-30)  we might be able to do 1/5 of the order to mitigate risk (approximately $2M) and
do it in batches. But of course that just extends out the time you receive it all to months as
each batch is about a 2-3  week delivery.  Shipping continues to skyrocket for airfreight so
we would just pass that cost along, but it's gotten as high as $2M for air compared to $30K
ocean.

 

Please let us know what you'd like to do to proceed, we definitely want to help you out.
Hawaii, NY are happy references if you need. (they paid 50% upfront, and  now are doing
100% upfront  or 70% to give you baselines, including IL which is doing an order this
week.  

 

 

2. Separately, Drive thru testing  of COVID. 

 

One of the companies that I helped 4 weeks ago to get ramped up was a drive thru
COVID testing company that was doing mouth swabs in LA. They setup got to 75K
tests done now, and are starting to provide the service to other cities/states to
setup drive thru testing setup within a week and each site can do 1k/day . Think of
them as a full plug and play service.

 

The big thing here is it's a mouth swab  vs  nasopharyngeal swabs (long stick up
the noise as far as it goes aka brain swabs)

The latter btw I think is discouraging people from tests since they know it's a pretty
uncomfortable swab. But more importantly the PPE burn on the  nasopharyngeal
swab is 1 per test. So each time you swab you have to swap out PPE since you are
administering it inches away from the patient with sneezing/coughing and it's about
80% accurate since there is some reliance on swabbing correctly, deep enough in
the back of your brain.

 

Here is their mouth swab process which is self administered (patient rolls up their
window after being handed kit to cough and swab and they do it in their car) and
then hands it back, thus no burn of PPE.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNopEE7lC6E 

 

 

Pricing:

· $150 for the test kits

· Curative pays test kit shipping to the customer (they ship out of LA and
can have kits in 2 days to  you up to 25k/day)

· Trainer will assist with site setup and provide bar code scanners

· Customer needs provide their own laptops 

· Customer pays for shipping samples back to the lab

Let me know if this is of interest, and I can introduce you. Alaska, Air Force and
Florida are using it with alot of others about to get in line. They are ramping another
facility and can test 10k tests a day. They right now will provide results 24hrs from
when they receive it from you.

 

Peter

 

--

 

 

www.twitter.com/peterpham

3 Attachments

 

 

Preview YouTube video Covid-19 Oral Fluid Test Kit Instructions



     

 

 



From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
To: Kacey Wulff - GOVOffice; Kyle Brown - DORA; Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE; Eric France -

CDPHE; Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa; Sarah Tuneberg
Subject: Fwd: 4/20 Follow-Up - Governors Briefing on COVID-19
Date: Monday, April 20, 2020 10:05:40 PM
Attachments: American Clinical Laboratory Association Swab & Media Options 04-20-2020.pdf

Testing Update Slide Deck - 04-20-2020.pdf
image001.png

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2020 at 7:58 PM
Subject: 4/20 Follow-Up - Governors Briefing on COVID-19
To: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, Obenshain,
Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>, Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>, Campana, Ariella M. EOP/WHO
<Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>

Governors and Senior Staff,  

 

Thank you for your efforts in the whole-of-America approach to respond to COVID-19
and plan for America’s economic recovery. Below are follow-up items from today’s
briefing.

 

Guidelines for Opening Up American Again

April 16, the President and Vice President released the Guidelines for Opening Up
American Again (20-page slide deck; Opening America). The guidelines give
States gating criteria in a proposed three phased approach based on the following
criteria: (1) Up-to-Date Data and Readiness; (2) Mitigates Risk of Resurgence; (3)
Protects the Most Vulnerable; and (4) Implementable on Statewide or County-by-
County Basis at Governors’ Direction.

 

State-by-State Testing Platform Information



Governors’ leadership of the testing ecosystems in their States is critical, including
scaling and utilizing all testing capacity, improving transparency on all testing
options, managing the workflow to maximize all testing capacity through high-
throughput platforms. We want to thank you for your leadership in this endeavor. 

 

As we work together to support the optimal use of the diagnostic assets in your state,
it may also be helpful to consider locations that could act as regional testing centers in
order to service specific, targeted geographies within your State in a hub and spoke
manner than can help provide technical support and communication across the State.
The platforms are a mix of high and low throughput of tests with differential turn-
around times and will need to strategically be matched to daily needs. The
development of an integrated lab strategy in your State will allow for a
more efficient use of diagnostic reagents, facilitate optimal workflows
and workforce utilization, and provide more continuity of testing capacity
with defined turnaround times for results. Rapid and efficient testing will
help identify pockets of viral emergence and allow for rapid contact
tracing and effective control. 

 

·       State-by-State Testing Platform Information: Prior to today’s briefing,
each governor and staff received State-by-State testing platform information that
included State-specific high and low throughput machine location map and
location details (if you need this state-Specific information re-sent, please let me
know).

·       Testing Approach Presentation: Attached you will find the testing
approach slide deck that Amb. Birx discussed on today’s call (this document was
previously provided in read ahead material today).

 

Testing Resources

·       Swab & Media Options: In today’s briefing, Adm. Giroir highlighted the vast
swabs and media options available. Attached you will find a tables of swab and
media options by laboratory. More information here.

·       Technical Briefing for State Leaders & Staff: The White House is holding a
State-Federal COVID-19 testing technical assistance briefing call on Tuesday, April 21
at 1:30 p.m. Eastern Time. Federal participants on the call include Amb. Birx, HHS
Adm. Giroir, and others from FDA, CDC, and FEMA. You can register for the call
here.

·       Increase Payment for High-Production Coronavirus Lab Tests: CMS
announced Medicare is doubling payment for certain lab tests that use high-



throughput technologies to rapidly diagnose large numbers of COVID-19 cases.
Additional information here.

·       CMS Pays for COVID-19 Specimen Collection: CMS will pay specimen
collection fees for COVID-19 testing for homebound and non-hospital
inpatients, to help facilitate the testing of homebound individuals and those unable
to travel. As a result of these actions, laboratories will have expanded capability to test
more vulnerable populations, like nursing home patients, quickly and provide results
faster. Additional information here.

·       FDA, Gates Foundation, UnitedHealth Group, Quantigen, and U.S.
Cotton Collaborate to Address Testing Supply Needs: FDA announced a
further expansion of COVID-19 testing options through the recognition that spun
synthetic swabs – with a design similar to Q-tips – could be used to test patients by
collecting a sample from the front of the nose. More details here.

·       Reminder – FDA Delegates Authority to States: On March 16, the FDA put
in place a policy for states to take responsibility for tests developed and used by
laboratories in their states. States can set up a system in which they take
responsibility for authorizing such tests and the laboratories will not engage with the
FDA. This includes expanding swab options as Colorado as done. More information
here.

·       Additional Testing Resources: FDA Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
and 24/7 technical assistance for labs (1-888-463-6332).

 

Project Airbridge State & County-Level Data

Prior to today’s briefing, each governor and staff received State- and county-specific
information on personal protection equipment (PPE) and other critical supplies being
distributed to healthcare providers through the normal commercial supplier
distribution system as the result of Project Airbridge and additional commercial
supply chain acquisitions. The PPE was distributed to healthcare facilities in your
State through the normal commercial supplier distribution system. Project Airbridge
has greatly helped expedite sourcing of key materials from around the world and
more efficiently distribute these vital resources to hospitals, nursing homes, long-
term care facilities, pre-hospital medical services, state and local governments, and
other facilities critical to caring for the American people during this pandemic. If you
need this state-Specific information re-sent, please let me know.

 

*BEST PRACTICE*: Vice President Pence and Amb. Birx both highlighted the
leadership of Governor Ron DeSantis (FL) for Florida’s informative and user friendly
COVID-19 website. You can find the website here.

 



Below, you will find additional information and resources mentioned on
today’s briefing call:

·       Contacting Your FEMA Regional Administrator

·       Recommendations to Re-Open Health Care Systems in Areas with Low
Incidence of COVID-19

·       CISA Releases Version 3.0 of Guidance on Essential Critical Infrastructure
Workers

·       FEMA COVID-19 Best Practices

·       Leading Testing Practices from & for Our Nation’s Governors

 

If you have any additional questions, please reach out to the Office of the Vice
President or White House Intergovernmental Affairs Office.

 

Intergovernmental Affairs Office

Name Cell Phone Email
Doug Hoelscher Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov
Nic Pottebaum Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

Zach Swint Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov
Ella Campana Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov

 

Office of the Vice President
Name Cell Phone Email

Tucker Obenshain Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov

 

Thanks,

Nic

 

--

Nicholas D. Pottebaum

Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director



White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-2132 | C: 202-881-7803| E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

 

Slow the Spread

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

 

Contacting Your FEMA Regional Administrator

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has activated the National
Response Coordination Center (NRCC) 24/7. All requests to the Federal government
must be formally communicated by your State emergency manager to your
FEMA Regional Administrator. This is the same process as natural disasters
(e.g., hurricane recovery, flood recovery, tornado recovery, etc.).

 

Please ensure your State is reporting key information from their State emergency
manager to the FEMA Regional Administrator. Most States are reporting this data on
a daily basis, which is appreciated and we ask you to take action to ensure
your State continues doing this on a regular basis. This reporting includes:

·       Daily broad healthcare capacity data reporting on key hospital capacity and
ventilator use metrics.

·       Daily State's stockpile inventory and hospital PPE supplies to assist with our
prioritization of supplies and equipment deliveries to areas most in need.

 

Recommendations to Re-Open Health Care Systems in Areas with Low
Incidence of COVID-19

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) issued new recommendations
specifically targeted to communities that are in Phase 1 of the Guidelines for President
Trump’s Opening Up America Again with low incidence or relatively low and stable
incidence of COVID-19 cases. The recommendations update earlier guidance provided
by CMS on limiting non-essential surgeries and medical procedures. The new CMS
guidelines recommend a gradual transition and encourage health care providers to
coordinate with local and state public health officials, and to review the availability of
personal protective equipment (PPE) and other supplies, workforce availability,



facility readiness, and testing capacity when making the decision to re-start or
increase in-person care. Recommendations can be found here.

 

CISA Releases Version 3.0 of Guidance on Essential Critical
Infrastructure Workers

The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) released version 3.0 of
the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers guidance to help State and local
jurisdictions and the private sector identify and manage their essential workforce
while responding to COVID-19. Version 3.0 of the guidance clarifies and expands
critical infrastructure workers in several categories and provides additional
information as considerations for both government and business. The guidance can
be found here.

·       As a reminder, the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) has
released guidance for implementing safety practices for critical infrastructure
workers who may have had exposure to a person with suspected or confirmed
COVID-19.

 
FEMA COVID-19 Best Practices
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) are collecting and sharing best practices and lessons learned
from the whole-of-America response to COVID-19. The best practices are intended to help
medical practitioners, emergency managers, and other critical stakeholders learn from each
other’s approaches and apply solutions to current response and recovery operations.
The FEMA Coronavirus Emergency Management Best Practices page provides a
one-stop shop to explore best practices and lessons learned across all levels of government,
private sector, academic institutions, professional associations, and other
organizations. Key best practices for States include:

·       Personal Protective Equipment Preservation

·       Strategies for Optimizing the Supply of N95 Respirators

·       Recovery Planning and Implementation Financial Management
Guide

 

Leading Testing Practices from & for Our Nation’s Governors

Below are leading practice from and for our Nation’s governors who are leveraging
enhanced testing, improving community monitoring and contact tracing. We welcome
learning more about your State’s best practices.

·       Gov. Doug Ducey (AZ) announced antibody testing for 250,000 health
professionals and first responders through a partnership between the state of
Arizona and the University of Arizona following Federal approval.



·       Gov. Gavin Newsom (CA) announced a new testing task force creating 5-7
high-capacity testing “hubs” through a partnership with U.C. San Diego and U.C.
Davis.

·       Gov. Andy Beshear (KY) announced a public-private testing partnership
with Kroeger to expand drive-through COVID-19 with the goal of testing 20,000
people in five weeks. UPS and Gravity Diagnostics are working to provide test
results in 48 hours.

·       Gov. Ron DeSantis (FL) announced major expansions to statewide testing
with the goal of opening up additional testing sites and expanding spot testing by
enlisting members of the Florida National Guard to test in Florida nursing homes
and long-term care facilities.

·       Gov. Kim Reynolds (IA) worked with the University of Iowa Hospitals and
Clinics to leverage further testing capacity at an academic institution. Gov.
Reynolds also announced Iowa is dispatching state employees to assist in
contact tracing.

·       Governor Eric Holcomb (IN) announced additional free drive-thru
testing clinics.

·       Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (MI) announced 13 new or expanded COVID-19
drive-thru testing sites in partnership with Michigan Primary Care Association, 11
health centers, and NxGen MDX Laboratory. Additionally, Michigan is partnering
with Walmart to expand drive-thru testing sites. Walmart has announce additional
partnerships in 10 total states.

·       Gov. Doug Burgum (ND) announced pilot project to expand COVID-19
testing and improve tracing to slow spread of virus.

·       Gov. Pete Ricketts (NE) worked with the Nebraska State Health Lab in
maximizing reagent by pooling multiple people's COVID-19 samples together,
saving resources and time.

·       Gov. Andrew Cuomo (NY) signed an executive order to expand antibody
testing that will expand the number of people who are eligible to conduct the
coronavirus antibody test.

·       Governor Mike DeWine (OH) worked with the Ohio State University
Wexler Medical Center to expand and accelerate testing creating a sterile
solution to transport testing swaps (called viral transport media) that stabilizes
the virus, and has worked with university engineering and dentistry
departments to 3D print more than 50,000 swabs for tests.

·       Gov. Greg Abbott (TX) announced Walgreens drive-thru testing site
sites in Texas. Walgreens is operating additional sites in Arizona, Florida,
Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, and Tennessee.



·       Gov. Bill (TN) expanded testing options by establishing 15 drive-through
testing sites across the State available to anyone. In addition to drive-through
testing sites, Tennesseans can get a test free of charge, five days a week at every
rural county health department in the state.

·       Gov. Gina Raimondo (RI), Gov. Charlie Baker (MA), Gov. Brian
Kemp (GA) have all announced a rapid COVID-19 tests partnership with CVS
Health.

·       Governor Jim Justice (WV) ordered all nursing home residents and
staff statewide to be tested for COVID-19.



ACLA Laboratory Swabs Media

LabCorp

• Any FDA approved or authorized oropharyngeal, 
nasopharyngeal, or nasal collection devices

• UTM
• VTM
• CDC Recipe for VTM
• Saline
• NOT MTM (PrimeStore)

• Cotton swabs for anterior nasal are acceptable in addition to 
above

• Saline
• NOT UTM, VTM, or MTM

Quest

• Any FDA approved or authorized oropharyngeal, 
nasopharyngeal, or nasal collection device

• UTM
• VTM
• CDC Recipe for VTM
• Saline
• NOT MTM (PrimeStore)

• NOT cotton swabs

BioReference
Laboratories

• Any FDA approved or authorized oropharyngeal, 
nasopharyngeal, or nasal collection device

• UTM
• VTM
• CDC Recipe for VTM
• Saline
• PENDING MTM (PrimeStore)

• NOT cotton swabs



Nasopharyngeal Oropharyngeal Mid-Turbinate Anterior Nares

BD 220252 and 220251 220250 220144f, 220145 f, 220250

Copan
503CS01, 553Ct, 518CS01, 
518Ct,501CS01, 551Ct, and 62Ct**

502CS01, 552Ct, 519CS01, 
519Ct, 164KS01**, 175KS01**, 
159Ct**

56380CS01, 
56750CS01, 
56780CS01

502CS01, 552Ct, 
519CS01, 519Ct, 
164KS01**, 175KS01**, 
159Ct**

DHI / Quidel 503CS01.DHI 20103f

Fisher Healthcare

23600952, 23600956, 2300961, 
23500959t, 2300963t, 23600950, and 
1490623t**

23600957, 23600951, 23600960t, 
and 2300964t, 1490641**, 
1490650**, and 1490619t**

23600966 23600957, 23600951, 
23600960t, and 2300964t, 
1490641**, 1490650**, and 
1490619t**

Hardy / Healthlink 518CS01, 501CS01, and 162Ct** 519CS01, 502CS01, 164KS01** 519CS01, 502CS01, 
164KS01**

Puritan

25-3316-H, 25-3316-U, 25-3317-H, 
25-3317-U, 25-3318-H, 25-3318-U, 
25-3319-H, 25-3319-U, 25-3320-H, 
25-3320-U, 25-3320-H EMB 80, 
25-3320-U EMB 80, 25-3320-H EMB 100, 
25-3320-U EMB 100, 25-1406 1PF 50ff, 
25-800 1PD 50** and 25-800 1PD ALUM 
50**

25-1506 1PF SOLIDf, 
25-1506 1PF 100f, 
25-3206-H, 25-3206-U, 25-3706-
H, 25-806 1PD** and 
25-806 1PD BT**

25-3206-H, 25-3206-U, 
25-3706-H, 25-1506 1PF 100f, 
25-1506 1PF solid f, 
25-1506 1PF BTf, 
25-1506 1PF TT MCf, 
25-1506 2PF BTf, 
25-1406 1PF BTf

New swab choices to be added this week

Source: FDA FAQs on Diagnostic Testing for SARS-CoV-2 Website  
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FDA has expanded testing options to address 
supply needs

• Swabs
• Initially, nasopharyngeal (NP) swabs were used
• In March, FDA expanded options to oropharyngeal (OP) swabs if NP swabs not available
• In March, anterior nares sampling was added, using foam swabs
• In April, anterior nares sampling expanded to include spun polyester swabs,

which are more readily available and manufacturable at scale

• Transport media
• Initially, universal transit media (UTM) and viral transit media (VTM) were used
• In March, alternative transport media added, including Amies-based and saline
• In March FDA said labs can make their own VTM (CDC recipe)
• In April, alternative solution options further expanded

• FDA stated labs should not reject samples regardless of swab type
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From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared < @state.co.us>
To: Haberman - CDOT, Daniel
Subject: Re: Good job
Date: Monday, April 20, 2020 7:36:21 PM

Thank you Dan, we are all doing our best in this difficult period

Jared

On Mon, Apr 20, 2020 at 4:11 PM Haberman - CDOT, Daniel
<daniel.haberman@state.co.us> wrote:

I just want to thank you I think you’re doing a great job with the covid-19 keep up the good
work thank you.
-- 

Dan Haberman
TM III Pueblo. John Area 
Cell 719-289-1834
Daniel.Haberman@state.co.us  





 

·         State-by-State Testing Platform Information (see below)

·         State-Specific High & Low Throughput Machine Location Map (see attached
PDF)

·         State-Specific High & Low Throughput Machine Location Details (see attached
Excel File)

·         Testing Approach Update Slide Deck (see attachment)

 

Separately, you are receiving this morning updated Project Airbridge State & County-
Level Data from the Office of the Vice President (Tucker Obenshain;
Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov).

 

State-by-State Testing Platform Information

Over the past four weeks the White House Coronavirus Task Force (WHCTF) has
worked with diagnostic manufacturers and commercial laboratories to continuously
expand COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2) diagnostic tests for existing nucleic acid testing
platforms. Eight different platforms now have COVID-19 tests available and many of
your labs in your state now have these tests available. An additional platform will
move forward within 7-10 days. Under the direction of the WHCTF, a coordinated
interagency team of senior scientific and public health personnel has performed an in-
depth review of laboratory diagnostic capacity based on the State’s testing platforms
that can perform COVID-19 tests across the United States. Much of the capacity is
outside of the State’s Public Health Laboratory.  This analysis has resulted in a
State-by-State inventory of diagnostic testing platforms, each platform’s maximum
throughput capacity, and each instrument’s geo-location, as provided by its
manufacturer. We are providing you with the information we have developed for your
State.  Please keep in mind this is proprietary information to the
companies who have provided it and, while we are sharing it with the
companies’ permission, the companies have asked that states keep this
information confidential. 

 

At the same time we have been in touch with many of your laboratory directors and
the American Society of Microbiologists (ASM) to document and understand the
barriers for full utilization. We are working together to address the issues that have
been raised from technical support, to insufficient laboratory personnel, to
insufficient funding, to swabs, transport media, tubes, extraction reagents and test
kits.  Each lab has unique requirements and we have a team talking with each
laboratory to understand together how to increase our partnership and together



address the often specific and unique issue as well as some overarching issues.

 

As we work together to support the optimal use of the diagnostic assets in your state,
it may also be helpful to consider locations that could act as regional testing centers in
order to service specific, targeted geographies within your State in a hub and spoke
manner than can help provide technical support and communication across the State. 
The platforms are a mix of high and low throughput of tests with differential turn-
around times and will need to strategically be matched to daily needs. The
development of an integrated lab strategy in your State will allow for a
more efficient use of diagnostic reagents, facilitate optimal workflows
and workforce utilization, and provide more continuity of testing capacity
with defined turnaround times for results. Rapid and efficient testing will
help identify pockets of viral emergence and allow for rapid contact
tracing and effective control.  

 

Governors are critical in the leadership of the testing ecosystems in their States,
including scaling and utilizing all testing capacity, improving transparency on all
testing options, managing the workflow to maximize all testing capacity through high-
throughput platforms, bolstering contact tracing, and ensuring supply chain
management of critical resources and healthcare capacity. We want to thank you for
your leadership in this endeavor. 

 

Finally, we are holding a State-Federal COVID-19 testing technical assistance briefing
call on Tuesday, April 21 at 1:30 p.m. Eastern Time for State leaders and staff with
members of the White House Coronavirus Task Force, U.S. Department of Health &
Human Services (HHS), U.S. Food & Drug Administration, and Centers for Disease
Control & Prevention (CDC). You can register for the call here.

 

Intergovernmental Affairs Office Contact Information

Name Cell Phone Email
Doug Hoelscher Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov

Nic Pottebaum Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.
gov

Zach Swint Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov
Ella Campana Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov

 

Office of the Vice President Contact Information



Name Cell Phone Email
Tucker Obenshain Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov
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Ella Campana

Deputy Associate Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

Cell: 202.881.7298 ǀ E: Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov
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FDA has expanded testing options to address 
supply needs

• Swabs
• Initially, nasopharyngeal (NP) swabs were used
• In March, FDA expanded options to oropharyngeal (OP) swabs if NP swabs not available
• In March, anterior nares sampling was added, using foam swabs
• In April, anterior nares sampling expanded to include spun polyester swabs,

which are more readily available and manufacturable at scale

• Transport media
• Initially, universal transit media (UTM) and viral transit media (VTM) were used
• In March, alternative transport media added, including Amies-based and saline
• In March FDA said labs can make their own VTM (CDC recipe)
• In April, alternative solution options further expanded

• FDA stated labs should not reject samples regardless of swab type
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I've also attached a graph for the state, although modeling at a more granular level seems
more useful.  Certainly this falls under the category of "All models are wrong, some are
useful".  Right now the model only uses the number of daily cases, but it's possible the
model could be improved with better data (number of hospitalizations, using data from onset
of cases rather than the reported date, etc)

Finally, I am not an epidemiologist, although my background is in Statistics (I'm currently a
Data Scientist at Google, and I live in Denver).  I would be interested in volunteering my
time to help work on this if it is of interest.  There are others at my company who are
working on improvements to this as well.

Thank you for considering this and I hope the state will be developing something similar.  

Again, thank you for all that you are doing.

-Scott Gilpin

References:
The Metric We Need To Manage COVID-19
New York Time: The Lockdown Can't Last Forever.  Here's How to Lift It.
Real Time Tracking for Hong Kong
Real Time Bayesian Estimation of the Epidemic Potential of Emerging Infectious Diseases
Estimated R_t for Colorado (data through April 16th)
Estimated R_t for Six Counties in the Denver Metro Area (data through April 16th) 

-- 
Rachel K. Herlihy, MD, MPH
Communicable Disease Branch Chief & State Epidemiologist
Division of Disease Control & Environmental Epidemiology

P 303.692.6327 | F 303.691.6118 | C 303.562.5050
4300 Cherry Creek South Drive, Denver, CO 80246-1530
rachel.herlihy@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe



For media inquiries regarding the State of Colorado's response to COVID-19, please
email media_info@state.co.us or call 303-900-2849.  

Members of the public should contact CO-HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-2911, for answers in
many languages, or email them at COHELP@RMPDC.org for answers in English.







From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
To: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice
Cc: Eve Lieberman - GOVOffice; David Oppenheim; Maria De Cambra - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: Colorado Hospital Association Statement on COVID-19 Hospitalizations Data
Date: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 1:55:27 PM

On Tue, Apr 7, 2020 at 1:34 PM Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
wrote:

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Billinger - CDPS, Patricia" <patricia.billinger@state.co.us>
Date: April 7, 2020 at 11:22:15 AM MDT
To: Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>, Mike Willis
- CDPS <mike.willis@state.co.us>, "Bookman - CDPHE, Scott"
<scott.bookman@state.co.us>, Maria De Cambra - GOVOffice
<maria.decambra@state.co.us>, Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice

@state.co.us>, Eric France - CDPHE <eric.france@state.co.us>,
Stan Hilkey - CDPS <stan.hilkey@state.co.us>, Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
<rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
Cc: Deanna Herbert - CDPHE <deanna.herbert@state.co.us>, Ian Dickson -
CDPHE <ian.dickson@state.co.us>, "Trost - CDPS, Micki"
<micki.trost@state.co.us>, "Bralish - CDPHE, Jessica"
<jessica.bralish@state.co.us>
Subject: Fwd: FW:  Colorado Hospital Association Statement on COVID-
19 Hospitalizations Data

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Julie Lonborg <Julie.Lonborg@cha.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 7, 2020 at 11:04 AM
Subject: FW: Colorado Hospital Association Statement on COVID-19
Hospitalizations Data
To: Billinger - CDPS, Patricia <patricia.billinger@state.co.us>

Sent this morning.  We are already getting calls and will do media around this
today. 

 

Julie G. Lonborg, M.S.

Senior Vice President



7335 East Orchard Road

Greenwood Village, CO 80111

Direct:  720.330.6019

Cell:  303.913.9808

Julie.Lonborg@cha.com

www.cha.com

 

 

From: Cara Welch <Cara.Welch@cha.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 10:39 AM
Cc: Cara Welch <Cara.Welch@cha.com>; Julie Lonborg
<Julie.Lonborg@cha.com>
Subject: Colorado Hospital Association Statement on COVID-19
Hospitalizations Data

 

Colorado Hospital Association Statement on COVID-19
Hospitalizations Data

 

GREENWOOD VILLAGE, COLO. – April 7, 2020 –

 

“Colorado Hospital Association and its member hospitals and health systems
applaud Governor Polis for extending the state’s ‘stay at home’ order,” said
Darlene Tad-y, MD, CHA vice president of clinical affairs. “The state shared its
modeling data yesterday, which shows that Colorado is making progress in
flattening the curve through extensive social distancing efforts, but that cases
continue to increase. That is why it is crucial that Coloradans continue to
practice social distancing and stay at home, to protect vulnerable neighbors and
ensure that the capacity of our health care system can manage this pandemic.

 

“However, other models, such as the COVID-19 Projections from the Institute
for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) at the University of Washington,
that have been distributed show that cases in Colorado may have already
peaked. Unfortunately, we believe those studies may mislead Coloradans into
thinking this is behind us, when in reality, it isn’t. That data doesn’t align with



what is actually happening in Colorado hospitals currently – which we are
tracking very closely.

 

“As of this morning, there were 1,228 Coloradans hospitalized with COVID-19
or with COVID-19 symptoms. That number has grown steadily since mid-
March, when hospitals began reporting this data to the state. Many of these
patients require a supportive hospital stay, which includes oxygen to breathe,
fluids, monitoring and medication administration. Of those patients, a smaller
group – about 20 percent of those hospitalized – require critical care during
their stay. These patients are critically ill, including multi-system organ failure,
and they often require the support of a ventilator to breathe. On average,
COVID-19 patients that need a ventilator are on the ventilator for five days,
with some patients requiring support for as many as 10-14 days. And on
aggregate, 40-50 percent of hospitalized patients will require ventilator support
at some point during their stay.

 

“The IHME study suggests that 110 ventilators will be adequate to support
Coloradans who become sick with COVID-19. We know that there are nearly
four times that number of patients on ventilators in Colorado hospitals today.
Not only does this undercut the volume of COVID-19 and COVID-19-suspect
patients in our hospitals, but it also entirely misses the other ICU patients who
may need to be on a ventilator as well.

 

“We are all looking forward to the day when we can return to a more normal
way of life, but as Governor Polis noted yesterday, we are not there just yet. On
behalf of Colorado’s hospitals and our thousands of providers who are doing the
heroic work of trying to save as many Coloradans’ lives as possible during this
pandemic – we ask that the public continue their heroic role by staying home
and social distancing.”

 

About Colorado Hospital Association

Colorado Hospital Association (CHA) is the leading voice of Colorado’s hospital and health system
community. Representing more than 100 member hospitals and health systems throughout the
state, CHA serves as a trusted, credible and reliable resource on health issues, hospital data and
trends for its members, media, policymakers and the general public. Through CHA, Colorado’s
hospitals and health systems work together in their shared commitment to improve health and
health care in Colorado.

# # #

 



Cara Welch, MBA

Director of Communications

Colorado Hospital Association

Work: 720.330.6073

Cell: 303.588.5368

 



From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared < @state.co.us>
To: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor
Subject: Re: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Gov. Polis, Local Government Urge Delegation to Increase State and Local Aid in

Federal Stimulus Package
Date: Saturday, April 4, 2020 4:56:38 PM

6

On Sat, Apr 4, 2020 at 11:02 AM Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
wrote:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Saturday, April 4,  2020
Conor Cahill | conor.cahill@state.co.us 

Gov. Polis, Local Government Urge Delegation to Increase State and 
Local Aid in Federal Stimulus Package

DENVER — Governor Jared Polis, John Swartout, executive director of Colorado 
Counties Inc., Kevin Bommer, executive director of Colorado Municipal League, 
John Messner and Guyleen Castriotta, co-chairs of Colorado Counties Acting 
Together, and Ann Terry, executive director of the Special District Association of 
Colorado worked together as state and local partners on managing the day to day 
response to the COVID-19 crisis and urged Colorado’s federal delegation to ensure 
additional, robust financial assistance is delivered to Colorado in the next Federal 
stimulus package in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“As you look toward the Phase 4 stimulus package, we stand united as state 
and local partners on the front lines of this crisis, urging you to include at 
least $500 billion in direct, robust and immediate State and local aid. Absent 
this assistance, the State of Colorado and local governments who are directly 
helping Colorado’s communities respond and recover from the impacts of this 
public health crisis, will face an unmitigated economic crisis,” the letter 
reads. 

Read the full letter here. Governor Polis engages daily with Colorado’s federal 
delegation and successfully urged the Delegation to include measures for 
stimulating the economy, including relief for small businesses, and direct cash 
payments to consumers in the last federal stimulus bill. Governor Polis secured 
major disaster status for Colorado with the support of the federal delegation. 

###



www.colorado.gov/governor

    



















mail. Please notify the sender immediately if you have received this e-mail by
mistake and delete this e-mail and any attachments from your system.



 

From: "Cox - GOVOffice, Ali" <ali.cox@state.co.us>
Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2020 at 8:48 PM
To: Maria De Cambra - GOVOffice <maria.decambra@state.co.us>
Cc: "Fleischer, David" <David.Fleischer@childrenscolorado.org>, Lisa
Kaufmann - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>
Subject: Re: Meeting

 

Hi Dr. Fleischer,

 

Would tomorrow 4/2 at 2:15pm MT work for you?

 

Best,

Ali

 

On Wed, Apr 1, 2020 at 8:41 PM Maria De Cambra - GOVOffice
<maria.decambra@state.co.us> wrote:

Ali,

Can you please schedule a call with Dr. David Fleischer (ccd) and the
Governor to discuss potential COVID-19 drug. Gov would like to
schedule for tomorrow.

Thanks,

Maria

Sent from my iPhone

 

--

Ali Cox

Director of Scheduling



P 303.866.6230 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
ali.cox@state.co.us| www.colorado.gov/governor

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This e-mail, including any attachments, is for
the sole use of the intended recipient and may contain confidential and privileged
information.  If you are not an intended recipient, or the person responsible for
delivering this message to an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
reading, copying, using or distributing this message is prohibited. If you are not
an intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all
copies of the original message from your computer system. 



Provide information on the status of the healthcare system
Create systems that overlay the normal healthcare system to provide 
coordination and response when the healthcare system becomes overwhelmed.

“I believe that this plan -- along with the drastic physical distancing measures that 
we are all taking -- will allow us to deal with the surge of patients without 
overwhelming our public health capacity here in Colorado,” Bookman said. 

The Governor thanked the National Guard, the Army Corps of Engineers, health care 
workers, state workers and everyone working hard to respond to this pandemic and 
continued to urge Coloradans to stay home.  The Governor encouraged Coloradans with 
medical training to help bolster medical staff by signing up to volunteer at 
HelpColoradoNow.org and thanked the 2,500 medical volunteers who have stepped up. 

Gov. Polis also announced that he would extend the suspension of normal in-person 
learning at all public and private elementary and secondary schools until April 30.  
Read the full Executive Order here. 

The Governor signed an Executive Order expanding the use of telehealth services. This 
will increase the capacity of the state’s health care system, help preserve critical 
personal protective equipment needed for medical professionals on the front lines, and 
allow Coloradans to meet with a doctor remotely. Telecommunications providers have 
made a commitment to ensure that telehealth services can be effectively delivered in 
Colorado communities. Read the full Executive Order here. 

The Governor also provided guidance to all State agencies and departments, as well as 
the public, on methods of service of process. View the guidance here. 

The state’s special enrollment period for the state’s health care exchange is ending on 
Friday. Visit connectforhealthco.com and enroll today.

Upon reports of an alarming increase in people who own a second home in the 
mountains traveling there, the Governor passed along an important announcement on 
behalf of Gunnison County, and other mountain resort communities who might echo it: 
please stay in your primary residence and do not put extra pressure on Colorado’s 
mountain health care systems.

April 1 is Census Day and Gov. Polis encouraged all Coloradans to fill out the census 
from the safety of their homes. The census is a crucial tool to ensure the people of 
Colorado get access to the resources they need to thrive, both now and in the future. It 
also ensures that Colorado is fairly represented in Congress. 

El Gobernador Ofrece Información Actualizada Sobre La respuesta del Estado 
al COVID-19  

CENTENNIAL - El gobernador ofreció una actualización de estado sobre la respuesta del 
Estado a la pandemia de COVID-19. 

“Este es uno de los más grandes desafíos que jamás hemos enfrentado. Entre 



másmas nos mantengamos en casa,  lo más pronto que podremos vencer esta 
amenaza, empezar a ganar dinero, y seguir manteniendo a nuestras familias,” dijo 
el gobernador Jared Polis. “En este punto de la crisis, máscaras y guantes de 
protección equivalen vidas salvadas. Los ventiladores equivalen vidas salvadas. 
Seguiremos trabajando con nuevos proveedores en el sector privado para garantizar 
que las necesidades de Colorado se cumplan. Mi administración está moviendo cielo 
y tierra para adquirir los materiales necesarios para soportar el esperado aumento 
médico, y asegurar que podemos hacer examinaciones médicas adecuadas y así 
poder aislar y contener un aumento de casos.” 

El gobernador recomendó que coloradences con entrenamiento médico ayuden al 
personal médico registrándose para ser voluntarios visitando HelpColoradoNow.org y le 
dio las gracias a los 2,500 voluntarios que han aceptado esa responsabilidad. 

El gobernador ofreció una actualización en la necesidad severa de equipo de protección 
individual (PPE) del estado y los pasos que está tomando el estado para obtener ese 
equipo para asegurar que satisfacen las necesidades de todos los coloradences. El 
gobernador también compartiódiscutió el aumento de pacientes que deberían anticipar 
los hospitales de Colorado en los siguientes meses y como los hospitales pueden 
prepararse para responder, incluyendo la creación de un sistema de estratificación para 
clasificar a pacientes. Ver la presentación completa aquí.

Scott Bookman, el comandante de incidentes para el Departamento de Salud Pública y 
Medio Ambiente de Colorado resumió los supuestos operativos claves para el estado y 
las metas altamente importantes para que el estado, que incluyen:

Respaldar el Sistema de Cuidado de Salud con acceso coordinado al sector privado 
para poder tener acceso al PPE, ventiladores, y otro equipo.

Coordinar el reclutamiento y utilización de profesionales médicos voluntarios 
para proveer ayuda al Sistema de Cuidado de Salud.

Proveer información sobre el estatus de nuestro sistema de salud

Crear sistemas que cubren al sistema de salud normal para proveer coordinación 
y una respuesta cuando el sistema de salud se abrume.   

“Yo creo que este plan—junto con las medidas drásticas de distanciamiento físico 
que todos estamos tomando—nos darán la oportunidad de lidiar con el aumento de 
pacientes sin abrumar nuestra capacidad de salud aquí en Colorado,” dijo Bookman

El gobernador le dio las gracias a la Guardia Nacional, el Cuerpo de Ingenieros del 
Ejército, a trabajadores de salud, y trabajadores del estado y todos aquellos que están 
trabajando duro para responder a esta pandemia y urgió que coloradences se 
mantengan en casa.

El gobernador Polis también anunció que el extendería la suspensión del aprendizaje en 
persona en todas las primarias y secundarias públicas y privadas hasta el 30 de abril. 



Por favor de ver la Orden Ejecutiva completa aquí. 

El gobernador firmó una Orden Ejecutiva expandiendo el uso de servicios telesalud. 
Esto aumentará la capacidad del sistema de salud, ayudará a preservar equipo de 
protección personal que se necesita para profesionales médicos quienes están en 
primera línea de combate, y permiten que coloradences puedan ver a su doctor 
remotamente. Proveedores de telecomunicaciones han comprometido a garantizar que 
servicios de telesalud pueden ser efectivamente distribuidos a comunidades en 
Colorado. Leer la Orden Ejecutiva completa aquí.

El gobernador también proporcionó una guía para todas las agencias y departamentos 
del estado, así como al público, de métodos de servicios de proceso. Ver la guía aquí. 

El periodo especial de inscripción del estado para el intercambio de atención médica 
del estado se vencerá este viernes. Por favor de visitar. 

Ante informes de un aumento alarmante de personas quienes poseen un segundo hogar 
en las montañas viajando ahí, el gobernador pasó un anuncio importante de parte del 
condado de Gunnison, y otras comunidades de centros montañosos que quizás puedan 
reiterar este mensaje: por favor de mantenerse en su hogar primario y no le pongan 
presión adicional al sistema de salud de estas comunidades.
 
El 1º de abril es el día del censo y el gobernador Polis motivo a cada coloradence de 
completar en censos bajo la seguridad de sus hogares. El censo es una herramienta 
crítica de asegurar que las personas en Colorado tengan en acceso a los recursos que 
necesitan para prosperar no solo ahora, pero también en el futuro. También asegura 
que Colorado sea representado adecuadamente en el Congreso.  

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.





Thanks

Peter

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 4:56 PM Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com> wrote:
Great talking with you today as well.  Sounds like your office already pulled in
Operationmasks.org which as I mentioned to you is the organization we are partnering
with.

Let's see what we can do

Peter

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 12:51 PM Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey
<kacey.wulff@state.co.us> wrote:

Hi Peter,

Thanks for the conversation! What we are looking for is below -- appreciate your help if
you have leads on any of these.

We are looking for the items below in the next 5-14 days. They would be delivered to
our state warehouse.

2,000,000 N95 masks
3,000,000 surgical masks
500,000 surgical gowns
250,000 face shields
7,000 ventilators
3 million surgical gloves (S,M,L)

Best,
Kacey

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham

-- 



www.twitter.com/peterpham



From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
To: Eve Lieberman - GOVOffice; Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE; Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa
Subject: Fwd: Letter to Our Nation"s Governors from Vice President Mike Pence
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2020 8:45:06 PM
Attachments: VPOTUS Letter to Our Nation"s Governors 03.31.20.pdf

Additional Resources for Our Nation"s Governors 03.31.20.pdf
FEMA REGIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION.pdf
30 Days to Slow the Spread.pdf

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>
Date: Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 8:31 PM
Subject: Letter to Our Nation's Governors from Vice President Mike Pence
To: Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>

Office of the Vice President

 

Governors,

 

Thank you for your continued partnership in the all-of-America approach to respond to,
prepare for, and mitigate the effects of COVID-19. Please find a letter from Vice President
Mike Pence attached.

 

Also attached are a number of resources we hope you and your state emergency management
teams will continue to utilize, including The President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America:
30 Days to Slow the Spread. Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions.

 

Sincerely,

 

Tucker

 



Tucker Obenshain

Office of the Vice President

(202) 881-6217 (no text)

 







 

 
Office of the Vice President 

Additional Resources for Our Nation’s Governors  
 
Contacting Your FEMA Regional Administrator 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has activated the National 
Response Coordination Center (NRCC) 24/7.  All requests to the Federal Government 
must be formally communicated by your State emergency manager to your FEMA 
Regional Administrator.  This is the same process as natural disasters (e.g., hurricane 
recovery, flood recovery, tornado recovery, etc.).  In particular, please ensure good 
connectivity between your State public health director and your State emergency 
manager.  Contact information for your FEMA Regional Administrator is attached 
separately. 
 
Data Ask from FEMA 
FEMA Administrator Gaynor has asked your State emergency managers for feedback 
on the data questions found below, welcoming you to engage with your State 
emergency managers on the response to these questions.  Prudently achieving real-
time supply chain and data management for healthcare within your State is a best 
practice.  

• How many usable ventilators, ICU beds, and convertible ventilators are 
currently available within the state or tribe?  

• What is the current hospital bed and ICU bed occupancy rate in the state/tribe?  
• How many new ICU beds does the state/tribe estimate it can stand-up and the 

number of ventilators, or FDA-approved ventilator alternatives, it can or is 
standing up?  

• What is the decompression ability of hospitals in the state/tribe (i.e.: are there 
currently field hospitals or alternate care facilities established)?  

• How many anesthesia machines are in the state/tribe and have they been 
converted? 

 
FEMA Guidance to States on National Guard Title 32 Status 
FEMA has released guidance for States and territories seeking approval from the 
President on National Guard Title 32 Status – criteria below.  Pursuant to this 
approval, the Federal government will fund 100 percent of the cost share for 30 days 
from the date of the authorizing Presidential Memorandum.  The Administration will 
continue to work with States approved for 100 percent cost share to assess whether an 
extension of this level of support is needed.  To date, 14 States have already received 
approval.  More information can be found here: https://www.fema.gov/national-
guard-title-32-status  
 
Title 32 Approval Criteria:  



• A State or territory must have been approved for a Major Disaster Declaration for 
the COVID-19 response or have submitted a Major Disaster Declaration request to 
FEMA for review. 

• The State or territory must have activated the lesser of 500 individuals or 2 percent 
of National Guard personnel in the State or territory in response to COVID-19. 

• A specific request for the reimbursement through Title 32 status must be 
submitted to the FEMA Administrator via the FEMA Regional Administrator, and it 
should identify specific emergency support functions the National Guard will carry 
out for COVID-19 support in accordance with the Stafford Act. 

• For those states and territories that are approved under these criteria, FEMA will 
execute a fully reimbursable mission assignment to the Department of Defense, 
including reimbursement for pay and allowances of National Guard personnel 
serving in a Title 32 duty status in fulfillment of the FEMA mission assignment. 

 
Please encourage your State emergency managers to have a plan to utilize your 
National Guard to move medical equipment from storehouses to hospitals. 
 
Testing Resources Including Swab & Reagent Flexibilities 
This website offers frequently asked questions relating to the development and 
performance of diagnostic tests for COVID-19, including information on what 
commercial laboratories are offering testing, utilizing alternative swab 
supplies/methods (flexibilities in the types of swabs your healthcare professionals 
can use), diversification on the types of reagents that can be used, etc.  This 
information should be shared and reviewed by your State public health lab.  
• Food & Drug Administration FAQ on Testing including swab and reagent 

flexibilities can be found here: https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-
situations-medical-devices/faqs-diagnostic-testing-sars-cov-2  

• Commercial Testing:  We would encourage all Governors to focus on utilizing and 
expanding commercial testing options.  If you have not yet connected with the 
representatives from Abbott, Roche, Thermo Fisher, and other private sector 
testing platforms, we would encourage you to do so as that is where the high-
speed testing solution is moving forward.  

• Technical Assistance for State Labs:  24/7 Technical Assistance for Labs: 1-888-
463-6332. 

 
Sweeping Regulatory Changes to Help U.S. Healthcare System Address COVID-19 
Patient Surge 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has issued an unprecedented 
array of temporary regulatory waivers and new rules to equip the American healthcare 
system with maximum flexibility to respond to COVID-19.  Made possible by President 
Trump’s recent emergency declaration and emergency rule making, these temporary 
changes will apply immediately across the entire U.S. healthcare system for the 
duration of the emergency declaration.  This allows hospitals and health systems to 
deliver services at other locations to make room for COVID-19 patients needing acute 
care in their main facility.  CMS’s temporary actions announced empower local 
hospitals and healthcare systems to: (1) increase hospital capacity – CMS hospitals 



without walls; (2) rapidly expand the healthcare workforce; (3) put patients over 
paperwork; and (4) further promote telehealth in Medicare.  More information can be 
found here: https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/additional-
backgroundsweeping-regulatory-changes-help-us-healthcare-system-address-
covid-19-patient   
 
Department of Homeland Security Updates Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers 
Guidance for States & Localities 
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)’s Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 
Security Agency has released updated guidance on the essential critical infrastructure 
workforce.  Functioning critical infrastructure is imperative during the response to 
the COVID-19 emergency for both public health and safety as well as community well-
being. 
• A key update to guidance now includes employees supporting or enabling 

transportation functions, including truck drivers, bus drivers, dispatchers, 
maintenance and repair technicians, warehouse workers, truck stop and rest area 
workers, etc. More information can be found here: 
https://www.cisa.gov/publication/guidance-essential-critical-infrastructure-
workforce  

• State, local, tribal, and territorial governments are responsible for implementing 
and executing response activities, including decisions about access and reentry, in 
their communities, while the Federal Government is in a supporting role.  Officials 
should use their own judgment in issuing implementation directives and 
guidance.  

 
Department of Labor Issues Guidance for Workers and Employers Explaining Paid 
Sick Leave and Expanded Family and Medical Leave Benefits  
On March 28, the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) published more guidance to provide 
information to employees and employers about how each will be able to take 
advantage of the protections and relief offered by the Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act (FFCRA) when it goes into effect on April 1, 2020.  More information can 
be found here: https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200328  
 
If you have any additional questions, please reach out to the Office of the Vice 
President or White House Intergovernmental Affairs Office. 
 
Office of the Vice President 

Name Cell Phone Email 
Tucker Obenshain 202-881-6217 Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov  

 
Intergovernmental Affairs Office  

Name Cell Phone Email 
Doug Hoelscher 202-881-8950 Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov   
Nic Pottebaum 202-881-7803 Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov  
Zach Swint 202-881-6717 Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov  
Ella Campana 202-881-7298 Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov  
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FACT SHEET 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic: 
Regional Administrators 
Consistent with the President’s national emergency declaration for the coronavirus (COVID-
19) pandemic on March 13, 2020, FEMA is leading federal operations on behalf of the 
White House Coronavirus Task Force; who oversees the whole-of-government response to 
the pandemic.  Governors can express intent to seek FEMA assistance by notifying the 
respective FEMA Regional Administrator in the FEMA regional office.  
 

Regional Administrators 

Region 1 - Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island,  
and Vermont 
 Russ Webster, Regional Administrator, Russell.Webster@fema.dhs.gov 

617-956-7500 (desk), 857-210-4308 (cell) 

 Paul F. Ford, Deputy Regional Administrator, Paul.Ford@fema.dhs.gov 
978-461-5602 (desk), 617-947-0048 (cell) 

Region 2 - New Jersey, New York, Puerto Rico, and U.S. Virgin Islands 
 Tom Von Essen, Regional Administrator, Thomas.VonEssen@fema.dhs.gov 

212-680-3806 (desk), 202-704-6650 (cell) 

 Tammy Littrell, Acting Deputy Regional Administrator, Tammy.Littrell@fema.dhs.gov,  
212-680-3612 (desk), 303-941-7313 (cell) 

Region 3 - Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia,  
and West Virginia 
 MaryAnn Tierney, Regional Administrator, MaryAnn.Tierney@fema.dhs.gov,  

215-931-5600 (desk), 215-687-3090 (cell) 

 Janice Barlow, Deputy Regional Administrator, Janice.Barlow@fema.dhs.gov,  
215-931-5569 (desk), 215-478-2909 (cell) 
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Region 4 - Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina,  
South Carolina, and Tennessee 
 Gracia B. Szczech, Regional Administrator, Gracia.Szczech@fema.dhs.gov,  

770-220-5264 (desk), 404-520-0381 (cell) 

 Robert Samaan, Deputy Regional Administrator, Robert.Samaan@fema.dhs.gov,  
770-220-3123 (desk), 202-288-9160 (cell) 

Region 5 – Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin 
 James K. Joseph, Regional Administrator, James.K.Joseph@fema.dhs.gov,  

312-408-5501 (desk), 202-704-5658 (cell) 

 Kevin Sligh, Deputy Regional Administrator, Kevin.M.Sligh@fema.dhs.gov,  
312.408.5350 (desk), 312-218-5232 

Region 6 – Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas 
 Tony Robinson, Regional Administrator, Tony.Robinson@fema.dhs.gov,  

940-898-5309 (desk), 940-368-0211 (cell) 

 Moises Dugan, Deputy Regional Administrator, Moises.Dugan@fema.dhs.gov,  
940-898-5312 (desk), 940-247-1536 (cell) 

Region 7 – Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska 
 Paul Taylor, Regional Administrator, Paul.Taylor@fema.dhs.gov, 

816-283-7054 (desk), 816-988-6196 (cell)  

 Kathy Fields, Deputy Regional Administrator, Kathy.Fields2@fema.dhs.gov,  
816-283-7062 (desk), 816-810-8192 (cell) 

Region 8 – Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming 
 Lee dePalo, Regional Administrator, Lee.dePalo@fema.dhs.gov,  

303-235-4990 (desk), 720-456-9616 (cell) 

 Nancy Dragani, Deputy Regional Administrator, Nancy.Dragani@fema.dhs.gov, 
303-235-4840 (desk), 202-702-1991 (cell) 

Region 9 – American Samoa, Arizona, California, Guam, Hawaii, Nevada,  
Commonwealth of the Mariana Islands, Federate States of Micronesia,  
Republic of the Marshall Islands, and Republic of Palau 
 Bob Fenton, Regional Administrator, Robert.Fenton@fema.dhs.gov,  

510-627-7029 (desk), 510-867-1615 (cell) 
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 Jim Cho, Acting Deputy Regional Administrator, James.Cho@fema.dhs.gov,  
510-627-7136 (desk), 215-240-0034 (cell) 

Region 10 – Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington 
 Mike O’Hare, Regional Administrator, Michael.OHare@fema.dhs.gov,  

425-487-4604 (desk), 202-657-1973 (cell) 

 Vince Maykovich, Deputy Regional Administrator, Vincent.Maykovich@fema.dhs.gov,  
425-487-4799 (desk), 425-879-6983 (cell) 

 





From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared < @state.co.us>
To: peterpham1@gmail.com
Cc: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey; Bobby Goodlatte; Robin Chan; Lily Liu; Montano - HCPF, January
Subject: Re: PPE + DME Requests
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2020 6:16:11 PM

Peter, Any help or intros would be greatly appreciated. While we have several leads and
issued POs we haven't received anything.

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 5:56 PM Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com> wrote:
Great talking with you today as well.  Sounds like your office already pulled in
Operationmasks.org which as I mentioned to you is the organization we are partnering with.

Let's see what we can do

Peter

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 12:51 PM Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey <kacey.wulff@state.co.us>
wrote:

Hi Peter,

Thanks for the conversation! What we are looking for is below -- appreciate your help if
you have leads on any of these.

We are looking for the items below in the next 5-14 days. They would be delivered to our
state warehouse.

2,000,000 N95 masks
3,000,000 surgical masks
500,000 surgical gowns
250,000 face shields
7,000 ventilators
3 million surgical gloves (S,M,L)

Best,
Kacey

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor

-- 



www.twitter.com/peterpham





intended recipient, you are hereby notified that reading, copying, using or distributing this
message is prohibited. If you are not an intended recipient, please contact the sender by
reply email and destroy all copies of the original message from your computer system. 





720.852.6694 Desk | 720.852.6750 Fax I 303.819.1094 Cell

9195 E. Mineral Avenue Suite 200, Centennial, CO 80112
mike.willis@state.co.us | www.dhsem.state.co.us
www.readycolorado.com  | www.coemergency.com
http://cdpsweb.state.co.us

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.





15 of whom are exempt, and who serve vulnerable people with intellectual
disabilities.  Without us, they disappear as we are their primary funding source.

Also based on our efforts to support critical social services during this crisis. 
Collection of 50 to 100 million pounds of food (serving over 25 food pantries),
supplies and equipment to shelters being set up to those being quarantined, cotton
to the City of Denver for mask production, etc.

All of the above is shut down currently.

Note that we have taken extreme measures in our facilities - 50 pct in person
reduction, 6' rule, dedicated full time sanitation staff in each facility doing
complete sanitation multiple times per day, could put in plastic shields and gloves
as well.  As it is, no more than 25 non employees in our facilities, which avg 20,000
sf.  That leaves an avg of 833 sf for people to distance in, with reminders from us of
the same.  The equivalent of a small apt.

We would even consider having drive thru testing set up in some of our facilities.

We stand ready to continue our efforts to help the citizens of Colorado during this
crisis - needed food supplies, supplies for shelters for those being quarantined,
cotton for mask production, use of our parking lots for drive thru testing, support of
the Arc chapters serving vulnerable persons with intellectual disabilities.

In order to do the above, we respectfully ask for an exemption.

Happy to forward letters of support from the Exec Directors of VOA, Bayaud
Industries and the Arc of Colorado, as well as the GM for Channel 7 with whom we
do our food drive if that helps you in making your decision.

And please know that our organization supports you in your efforts to help people
through this crisis.

Thank you,

Lloyd Lewis
President/CEO of Arc Thriftstores



Coloradans who can’t donate money are encouraged to donate their time by 
volunteering. Many people have skills that can be applied during this time, 
especially former health care workers who could return to the workforce to assist 
with the demand. In addition to funding and volunteers, the Governor continues 
to encourage healthy donors to donate blood to prevent a shortage in Colorado. 
Coloradans can visit Vitalant.org or click here to find a blood drive or donation 
center in their area. 

The Colorado COVID Relief Fund is hosted by the State of Colorado and Mile High 
United Way. The effort is co-chaired by Rick Sakpin and Roxane White. 
Additionally, the Colorado Health Foundation assisted in getting the application 
process up and running. The fund is overseen by a committee of community 
leaders from across Colorado and will be providing aid to support Colorado 
communities and organizations affected by the recent outbreak of COVID-19. 

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    





















safe and is this legal?  I feel like this is a guarantee to infect
the whole shed... and possibly other sheds causing a
shortage of available healthy employees should there be a
need to plow snow etc. 

I'm assuming they are working because CDOT maintenance
employees have been told they have to use their own PTO
while under quarantine,  and can only get short term disability
once they are confirmed to have the virus. 

The maintenance crew runs under a 'good old boy ' club and
most shed employees are not given timely or accurate
information so I wanted to run this issue by you. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter during
this busy time.

Roslyn Shoemaker 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone





















From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared on behalf of Polis - GOVOffice, Jared @state.co.us>
To: Shoshana Lew - CDOT
Subject: Fwd: CDOT employees working while in "quarantine " at the shed
Date: Thursday, March 26, 2020 6:18:55 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: roslynroze 
Date: Thu, Mar 26, 2020 at 4:17 PM
Subject: CDOT employees working while in "quarantine " at the shed
To: @state.co.us>

Hello, 

I know your very busy and I have a quick concern to run by you. The Hudson shed
has a confirmed case of COVID-19. It is my understanding the remainder of the shed
employees are still working at the shed while 'under quarantine '. Is this safe and is
this legal?  I feel like this is a guarantee to infect the whole shed... and possibly other
sheds causing a shortage of available healthy employees should there be a need to
plow snow etc. 

I'm assuming they are working because CDOT maintenance employees have been
told they have to use their own PTO while under quarantine,  and can only get short
term disability once they are confirmed to have the virus. 

The maintenance crew runs under a 'good old boy ' club and most shed employees
are not given timely or accurate information so I wanted to run this issue by you. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter during this busy time.

Roslyn Shoemaker 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone







Thanks again for reaching out yesterday.  After thinking about the situation we need to settle on a rate prior to the attorneys
working on a contract.  
Perhaps you should come learn what kind of testing we do at this point.  
You seem to be confused about the testing methodologies out there and the vastly differing accuracy rates and costs
associated with them. The suggestion of an $80 contracted rate clearly points to this.
We would be happy to meet and shed light on the testing differences.  

-- 
Blake Whealy
(708) 269-4554
Blake@centennialstatelab com

-- 
Blake Whealy
(708) 269-4554
Blake@centennialstatelab.com

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.

-- 
David Oppenheim
Legislative Director

303-725-6271 (c)
200 E Colfax, Room 136 | Denver, CO 80203
david.oppenheim@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor







-- 
Blake Whealy
(708) 269-4554
Blake@centennialstatelab.com

-- 
Blake Whealy
(708) 269-4554
Blake@centennialstatelab.com

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.

-- 
David Oppenheim
Legislative Director

303-725-6271 (c)
200 E Colfax, Room 136 | Denver, CO 80203
david.oppenheim@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor



From: Skip Miller on behalf of Skip Miller <workersrising@cowins.org>
To: Jared Polis
Subject: You deserve some applause, Jared
Date: Tuesday, April 28, 2020 8:25:00 PM

  

Jared, the last 2 months have been life changing - we have seen an
unprecedented global pandemic takeover our state and change the very way we
work and live. And you, Jared, have been fighting on the front lines to save us.

Your union has been fighting too. These last 6 weeks we have: 

Triaged COVID flare-ups in our facilities and negotiated for better
protections

Hosted multiple town halls to ensure that state employees have the best,
most up to date information from their management teams

Ensured that safety mandates from the top level are implemented correctly
and effectively across the state

In the midst of all the extra work you’re putting in, it is easy to forget to
celebrate our work. 





If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email
from us, please unsubscribe.









How to Give Back

Please visit HelpColoradoNow.org to donate to the COVID-19 Relief Fund or sign up to be a
volunteer. Get involved today -- your state needs you!

Best Practices

The best thing you can do right now is encourage your family and friends to stay home. This will help
reduce the spread. Also, practice good hygiene and social distancing in order to keep yourself and others
safe -- especially vulnerable populations like older Coloradans and those with underlying health
conditions:

Stay at home unless it’s absolutely necessary to leave your home.
If you do have to leave your home, wear a cloth face covering or a mask.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household cleaning
spray or wipe.
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after going to the
bathroom; before eating; and after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.

If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at
least 60% alcohol. 

If someone at your home is sick, avoid sharing dishes, drinking glasses, cups, eating utensils,
towels, or bedding with other people in your home. After using these items, wash them thoroughly
with soap and water.

Copyright © 2019 Office of Governor Jared Polis, All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:
Office of Governor Jared Polis

136 State Capitol 
Denver, Colorado 80203

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.















Blake Whealy
(708) 269-4554
Blake@centennialstatelab.com

-- 
Blake Whealy
(708) 269-4554
Blake@centennialstatelab.com

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.



From: Lieberman - GOVOffice, Eve on behalf of Lieberman - GOVOffice, Eve <eve.lieberman@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; 
Subject: Fwd: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the President & Vice President Today, Monday April 27 at 2:00

p.m. ET
Date: Monday, April 27, 2020 12:12:14 PM
Attachments: Testing Blueprint.pdf

Testing Overview.pdf
image001.png

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 27, 2020 at 11:59 AM
Subject: RE: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the President & Vice President
Today, Monday April 27 at 2:00 p.m. ET
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, Pottebaum,
Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, Campana, Ariella M. EOP/WHO
<Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>, Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP
<Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>

Please see the additional read-aheads attached titled “Opening Up America Again – Testing
Blueprint” and “Opening Up America Again – Testing Overview”

This information is being provided to Governors as a courtesy and is embargoed until
official release.

Regards,

Zach Swint

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

The White House

C: (202) 881-6717 | E: Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

 

From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO 
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2020 12:01 PM
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Campana,
Ariella M. EOP/WHO <Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>
Subject: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the President & Vice President Today,





 

Zach Swint

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

The White House

C: (202) 881-6717 | E: Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

-- 
Eve Lieberman
Chief Policy Advisor and Legislative Counsel

C 202.281.0136    
200 E. Colfax Ave. Denver CO 80203
eve.lieberman@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor





































STAGE 1: LAUNCH

1. Build the foundation for diagnostic testing

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has determined the molecular composition of the virus and 
published this information in a public database for researchers to use to develop diagnostic tests.

KEY DATES

January 10: CDC begins developing a test for public health laboratories to use to detect COVID-19.

January 18: CDC begins to test specimens for COVID-19.

January 20: CDC confirms the first case of COVID-19 in the United States.

January 24: CDC publishes the genetic sequence of the first domestic case of the virus on NCBI/GenBank.



STAGE 1: LAUNCH

2. Mobilize the private sector to develop tests

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has worked with more than 380 test developers who have indicated their intent 
to submit requests for EUAs for tests that detect the virus or antibodies to the virus.

The FDA has helped streamline the review process, including by: 

 Publishing immediately-in-effect guidance for policies specific to this public health emergency

 Providing templates to facilitate EUA submission

 Holding weekly virtual town halls to answer questions from developers

KEY DATES

January 21: The Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) convenes leading diagnostics companies to 
encourage development of COVID-19 tests.

February 15: BARDA announces funding opportunities for developing COVID-19 diagnostic tests.

February 21: The National Institutes of Health (NIH) provides COVID-19 RNA to diagnostics companies to expedite private-sector test 
development.

February 29: FDA permits immediate use of laboratory-validated tests, rapidly expanding testing capacity.

March 4: The Vice President and senior Administration officials convene meeting with leading diagnostics companies.

March 7: FDA updates EUA template for laboratories.

March 12: FDA updates EUA template for manufacturers.



STAGE 1: LAUNCH

3. Issue EUAs for tests

FDA has facilitated scaling of testing capacity to address the Public Health Emergency.

KEY DATES

March 13: FDA issued an EUA for Roche’s 
cobas COVID-19 test within 24 hours of 
receiving the application.

March 18: FDA issued the first emergency 
use authorization for a point-of-care COVID-
19 diagnostic test (Abbott).

April 21: FDA authorized the first COVID-19 
diagnostic test with a home collection 
option (LabCorp). 

As of April 27: FDA has issued 70 EUAs (62 
for molecular tests and 8 for serological 
tests).
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Source: FDA





STAGE 1: LAUNCH

5. Facilitate State efforts to access and utilize all available testing capacity

The Administration has reached out to governors to help them better utilize the testing capacity within their States.

KEY DATES

January to Present: The President, Vice President, and senior Administration officials hold more than a dozen governors-only briefings, 
many of which have focused on joint Federal-State efforts to expand testing throughout the country.  In addition, the White House 
organizes numerous calls to enhance testing coordination efforts at the State, local, and tribal levels. 

April 21: The White House organizes a briefing call between key senior Administration officials and large diagnostic test manufacturers
(Abbott, Roche, and Thermo Fischer Scientific) with governors’ senior staff, state health officers, state lab officials, state 
epidemiologists, and state emergency managers on near-term COVID-19 testing priorities.

By April 25: The Administration finalizes a database of nationwide laboratory capacity and publishes maps displaying their locations. 
The Administration also conducts at least one individual working session with every State to provide advice about testing capacity, 
including the location of specific testing platforms.



6. Identify and expand public and private-sector testing infrastructure

The Administration has supported and expanded the public and private-sector testing infrastructure to accelerate 
testing in communities across the country. 

STAGE 2: SCALE

KEY DATES

February 29: FDA authorizes New York state laboratory diagnostic test (first non-CDC COVID-19 diagnostic test).

Early March to Present: Millions of new tests, including Point-of-Care (POC) tests, are surged to hospitals and other testing locations. 

March 19: CVS launches the first retail-based testing site in Massachusetts.

As of April 25: United States retailers are operating 80 federally supported testing sites in 24 States.

By May 1: United States retailers will be operating a total of 100 federally supported testing sites in 33 States.



STAGE 2: SCALE

7. Strengthen testing supply chain

The Administration has increased the availability of testing and laboratory supplies by working directly with 
manufacturers and distributors to increase production capacity through direct procurement, application of Titles I and 
III of the Defense Production Act, formation of public-private partnerships, and improved allocation criteria that help 
ensure supplies reach the locations where they are needed the most.

KEY ACTIONS (Ongoing)

 Project AirBridge has completed 86 flights with 26 more scheduled for the near future transporting 71.3 million masks, 8.5 million 
gowns, and 724.8 million gloves to the United States from countries around the world.  In total, the Federal Government has 
facilitated the nationwide delivery of 175.2 million masks, 14.7 million gowns, and 793.8 million gloves.

 The Federal Government has directly procured millions of 6.7 million swabs, 3.3 million transport media, 15 million lancets, and 15 
million alcohol pads.

 The Federal Government partners with multiple companies to ramp up domestic production of critical specimen collection supplies 
such as swabs and collection tubes.

 Private laboratory testing supply companies rapidly ramp up manufacturing capacity of extraction kits, PCR kits, and reagents.

The United States has processed more than 5.2 million samples. That is more than the combined total of Australia, 
Austria, Canada, France, India, Italy, Japan, Singapore, Sweden, South Korea, and the United Kingdom.



COVID-19 
LABORATORY 
TESTING 
CAPACITY

Source: Based on data provided to HHS from select diagnostics companies 





STAGE 3: SUPPORT OPENING UP AGAIN

8. Coordinate with governors to support testing plans and rapid response programs

The Administration has provided a Blueprint that describes roles and responsibilities, as well as principles and 
elements of the robust testing plans and rapid response programs called for in the President’s Guidelines. 

CONTINUED FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SUPPORT WILL INCLUDE:

• Providing expedited regulatory approvals for tests and testing equipment.

• Publishing and updating procedural guidance for administering diagnostic tests (i.e., prioritization algorithms and protocols). 

• In partnership with the private sector, accelerating research and development of innovative diagnostic tests, such as:

o Highly specific and sensitive antibody tests.

o An antigen test to detect active infection quickly and accurately. 

o Advancing simplified, rapid POC nucleic acid testing.

o Genomic sequencing technology.

• Identifying and sharing best practices and providing technical assistance to State, local, and tribal governments to improve their testing, 
surveillance, and contact tracing programs.

• Acting as supplier of last resort.





From: Cox - GOVOffice, Ali on behalf of Cox - GOVOffice, Ali <ali.cox@state.co.us>
To: Bahrami - GOVOffice, Sam; Eve Lieberman - GOVOffice; Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Jared; 
Subject: Fwd: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the President & Vice President Today, Monday April 27 at 2:00

p.m. ET
Date: Monday, April 27, 2020 12:08:50 PM
Attachments: Testing Blueprint.pdf

Testing Overview.pdf
image001.png

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 27, 2020 at 11:59 AM
Subject: RE: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the President & Vice President
Today, Monday April 27 at 2:00 p.m. ET
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, Pottebaum,
Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, Campana, Ariella M. EOP/WHO
<Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>, Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP
<Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>

Please see the additional read-aheads attached titled “Opening Up America Again – Testing
Blueprint” and “Opening Up America Again – Testing Overview”

This information is being provided to Governors as a courtesy and is embargoed until
official release.

Regards,

Zach Swint

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

The White House

C: (202) 881-6717 | E: Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

 

From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO 
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2020 12:01 PM
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Campana,
Ariella M. EOP/WHO <Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>
Subject: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the President & Vice President Today,





 

Zach Swint

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

The White House

C: (202) 881-6717 | E: Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

-- 

Ali Cox

Director of Scheduling

P 303.866.6230 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
ali.cox@state.co.us| www.colorado.gov/governor





































STAGE 1: LAUNCH

1. Build the foundation for diagnostic testing

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has determined the molecular composition of the virus and 
published this information in a public database for researchers to use to develop diagnostic tests.

KEY DATES

January 10: CDC begins developing a test for public health laboratories to use to detect COVID-19.

January 18: CDC begins to test specimens for COVID-19.

January 20: CDC confirms the first case of COVID-19 in the United States.

January 24: CDC publishes the genetic sequence of the first domestic case of the virus on NCBI/GenBank.



STAGE 1: LAUNCH

2. Mobilize the private sector to develop tests

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has worked with more than 380 test developers who have indicated their intent 
to submit requests for EUAs for tests that detect the virus or antibodies to the virus.

The FDA has helped streamline the review process, including by: 

 Publishing immediately-in-effect guidance for policies specific to this public health emergency

 Providing templates to facilitate EUA submission

 Holding weekly virtual town halls to answer questions from developers

KEY DATES

January 21: The Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) convenes leading diagnostics companies to 
encourage development of COVID-19 tests.

February 15: BARDA announces funding opportunities for developing COVID-19 diagnostic tests.

February 21: The National Institutes of Health (NIH) provides COVID-19 RNA to diagnostics companies to expedite private-sector test 
development.

February 29: FDA permits immediate use of laboratory-validated tests, rapidly expanding testing capacity.

March 4: The Vice President and senior Administration officials convene meeting with leading diagnostics companies.

March 7: FDA updates EUA template for laboratories.

March 12: FDA updates EUA template for manufacturers.



STAGE 1: LAUNCH

3. Issue EUAs for tests

FDA has facilitated scaling of testing capacity to address the Public Health Emergency.

KEY DATES

March 13: FDA issued an EUA for Roche’s 
cobas COVID-19 test within 24 hours of 
receiving the application.

March 18: FDA issued the first emergency 
use authorization for a point-of-care COVID-
19 diagnostic test (Abbott).

April 21: FDA authorized the first COVID-19 
diagnostic test with a home collection 
option (LabCorp). 

As of April 27: FDA has issued 70 EUAs (62 
for molecular tests and 8 for serological 
tests).
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STAGE 1: LAUNCH

5. Facilitate State efforts to access and utilize all available testing capacity

The Administration has reached out to governors to help them better utilize the testing capacity within their States.

KEY DATES

January to Present: The President, Vice President, and senior Administration officials hold more than a dozen governors-only briefings, 
many of which have focused on joint Federal-State efforts to expand testing throughout the country.  In addition, the White House 
organizes numerous calls to enhance testing coordination efforts at the State, local, and tribal levels. 

April 21: The White House organizes a briefing call between key senior Administration officials and large diagnostic test manufacturers
(Abbott, Roche, and Thermo Fischer Scientific) with governors’ senior staff, state health officers, state lab officials, state 
epidemiologists, and state emergency managers on near-term COVID-19 testing priorities.

By April 25: The Administration finalizes a database of nationwide laboratory capacity and publishes maps displaying their locations. 
The Administration also conducts at least one individual working session with every State to provide advice about testing capacity, 
including the location of specific testing platforms.



6. Identify and expand public and private-sector testing infrastructure

The Administration has supported and expanded the public and private-sector testing infrastructure to accelerate 
testing in communities across the country. 

STAGE 2: SCALE

KEY DATES

February 29: FDA authorizes New York state laboratory diagnostic test (first non-CDC COVID-19 diagnostic test).

Early March to Present: Millions of new tests, including Point-of-Care (POC) tests, are surged to hospitals and other testing locations. 

March 19: CVS launches the first retail-based testing site in Massachusetts.

As of April 25: United States retailers are operating 80 federally supported testing sites in 24 States.

By May 1: United States retailers will be operating a total of 100 federally supported testing sites in 33 States.



STAGE 2: SCALE

7. Strengthen testing supply chain

The Administration has increased the availability of testing and laboratory supplies by working directly with 
manufacturers and distributors to increase production capacity through direct procurement, application of Titles I and 
III of the Defense Production Act, formation of public-private partnerships, and improved allocation criteria that help 
ensure supplies reach the locations where they are needed the most.

KEY ACTIONS (Ongoing)

 Project AirBridge has completed 86 flights with 26 more scheduled for the near future transporting 71.3 million masks, 8.5 million 
gowns, and 724.8 million gloves to the United States from countries around the world.  In total, the Federal Government has 
facilitated the nationwide delivery of 175.2 million masks, 14.7 million gowns, and 793.8 million gloves.

 The Federal Government has directly procured millions of 6.7 million swabs, 3.3 million transport media, 15 million lancets, and 15 
million alcohol pads.

 The Federal Government partners with multiple companies to ramp up domestic production of critical specimen collection supplies 
such as swabs and collection tubes.

 Private laboratory testing supply companies rapidly ramp up manufacturing capacity of extraction kits, PCR kits, and reagents.

The United States has processed more than 5.2 million samples. That is more than the combined total of Australia, 
Austria, Canada, France, India, Italy, Japan, Singapore, Sweden, South Korea, and the United Kingdom.
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STAGE 3: SUPPORT OPENING UP AGAIN

8. Coordinate with governors to support testing plans and rapid response programs

The Administration has provided a Blueprint that describes roles and responsibilities, as well as principles and 
elements of the robust testing plans and rapid response programs called for in the President’s Guidelines. 

CONTINUED FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SUPPORT WILL INCLUDE:

• Providing expedited regulatory approvals for tests and testing equipment.

• Publishing and updating procedural guidance for administering diagnostic tests (i.e., prioritization algorithms and protocols). 

• In partnership with the private sector, accelerating research and development of innovative diagnostic tests, such as:

o Highly specific and sensitive antibody tests.

o An antigen test to detect active infection quickly and accurately. 

o Advancing simplified, rapid POC nucleic acid testing.

o Genomic sequencing technology.

• Identifying and sharing best practices and providing technical assistance to State, local, and tribal governments to improve their testing, 
surveillance, and contact tracing programs.

• Acting as supplier of last resort.

















From: Cox - GOVOffice, Ali on behalf of Cox - GOVOffice, Ali <ali.cox@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Jared;  Eve Lieberman - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the President & Vice President Today, Monday April 27 at 2:00

p.m. ET
Date: Monday, April 27, 2020 10:21:39 AM
Attachments: Read Ahead - COVID-19 Testing by Site Type - 04-27-2020.pdf
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---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 27, 2020 at 10:00 AM
Subject: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the President & Vice President Today,
Monday April 27 at 2:00 p.m. ET
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, Campana, Ariella
M. EOP/WHO <Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>

 

 

Your Governor is CONFIRMED to participate in today’s (Monday, April 27) briefing at 2:00
p.m. ET with the President and Vice President. They will be joined by White House
Coronavirus Task Force members.  

Attached is a read ahead document.

Read Ahead

·         COVID-19 Testing by Site Type (attached)

 

As a reminder, participation in this call is for governors only, but we encourage governors
to be joined by their respective state health officer, homeland security advisor, emergency
manager, and other key state leaders in the state’s preparedness and response efforts to
COVID-19. Interactions will be limited only to governors and Federal leaders.

 







From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa < @state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: FW: Climax/Henderson Molybdenum Mines Update
Date: Sunday, April 26, 2020 9:20:09 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Rivera, David <drivera@fmi.com>
Date: Sun, Apr 26, 2020 at 10:00 AM
Subject: FW: Climax/Henderson Molybdenum Mines Update
To: @state.co.us @state.co.us>

Many thanks Lisa for the response and notifying the Gov.  I know you have a million things on your plate.

 

Best regards,

Dave

 

From: Lisa Kaufmann  
Sent: Saturday, April 25, 2020 10:17 PM
To: Rivera, David <drivera@fmi.com>
Subject: Re: Climax/Henderson Molybdenum Mines Update

 

Hi David,

Thanks for reaching out and letting us know. I will share with the Governor. 

Hope you are hanging in there!

Lisa

 

Ps

State email is @state.co.us 

 

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 24, 2020, at 1:39 PM, Rivera, David <drivera@fmi.com> wrote:

Hi,

 

Hoping you check this account (my emails to your state account bounced back).

 

From: Rivera, David 
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2020 11:40 AM
To: lisa.kaufmann@state.co.us
Subject: Climax/Henderson Molybdenum Mines Update

 



Hi Lisa,

 

I hope this finds you well and thank you and the Governor for your leadership during these challenging times.

 

I wanted to let you know that today, Freeport-McMoRan, which operates the Climax and Henderson molybdenum mines
in Colorado,  announced revised operating plans in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, which has significantly disrupted
the global economy and triggered a sharp decline in the price of many commodities.

 

At the Climax mine, the revised operating plan includes reducing the mining and milling rate and moving to a two-crew
milling operation.

 

Unfortunately, this will require reductions to our workforce.

 

Before implementing a reduction in force, the company will be offering an enhanced Voluntary Separation Program to
employees. This program offers special severance benefits to employees who wish to voluntarily end their employment
with the company. Eligible employees will receive additional program information soon.

 

This is a tough message to deliver, as each day we see the willingness of our employees to take action and adjust quickly
to this very fluid and challenging situation.

 

At our Henderson operation, we will not see any significant changes based on these revised operating plans. However, we
will continue cost-cutting and efficiency measures already in progress.

 

Please know these difficult decisions were not made lightly. They were made following an aggressive review of costs to
reduce spending to address our new economic reality while minimizing, to the extent possible, the impact on employees.

 

We understand these changes may create significant distractions. We are doing everything possible to ensure employees
stay focused on working safely and implementing our COVID-19 guidelines – such as social distancing and washing hands
frequently. Our individual actions and behaviors have the most impact right now on stopping the spread.

 

While we are significantly reducing costs, we believe that continuing to engage in our communities is a crucial part of how
we operate. Even though we may need to reduce our investments, we will continue to support our community’s most
urgent needs and work in collaboration with all of our partners to address the longer-term recovery.

 

Times are difficult, as the pandemic has left no business or industry unscathed. However, our company has substantial
experience in successfully navigating challenging conditions. We are confident we will overcome the near-term challenges
and remain confident about the long-term positive future of our business.

 

Please let me know if you have any questions and/or would like to discuss further. 

 

Regards,

Dave

 

 

David F. Rivera  Director of Business Affairs  Climax Molybdenum, a Freeport-McMoRan Company



1700 Lincoln St., Suite 3010, Denver, Colorado  80203

m: 303.260.8310 | o: 720 942.3327

drivera@fmi com | www.fcx com

 

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.







TALKING POINTS/FAQS: NURSING HOME PPE PACKAGES  

 

Learn more at fema.gov/coronavirus  April 23, 2020  2 of 3 

On Background: Who is not included:  

▪ Some nursing homes that are state licensed and only accept private pay (estimated to be a very small 

number of less than 200 nationally). 

▪ Veterans Affairs CLCs because they are federally licensed through the VA (about 113 nationally) 

▪ Assisted living facilities (about 28,000 nationally) 

▪ Intermediate care facilities (about 5,795 which CMS has a list that can be provided if needed) 

By the numbers:  

▪ Total nursing homes on list: 15,454 

▪ Average combined daily count of nursing staff: 626,729 

▪ Average combined daily count of total staff: 922,574 

▪ Total surgical masks: 7,103,822 

▪ Total gloves: 32,290,100 

▪ Total gowns: 9,687,030 

▪ Total eye protection, such as goggles: 922,574 

Contract 

▪ Contract with W.S. Darley & Co. in Chicago was signed for $110 million on April 23.   

Shipments 

▪ The first shipments will begin the week of May 1st, possibly sooner, and are targeted for New York City Metro 

area and Northern New Jersey.   

▪ The remaining priority shipments will follow this outline and then out to the rest of the country. Prioritization 

was done only by geographical area not by specific facilities 

Shipment Priority         

1.     New York City            

2.     Northern New Jersey             

3.     Boston Area               

4.     Chicago Metro          

5.     Detroit Metro           

6.     New Orleans Metro                

7.     Atlanta Metro           

8.     Denver Metro           

9.     D.C. Metro  

10.   Baltimore Metro      

11.   Philadelphia Metro  

12.   Houston Metro        

13.   Saint Louis Metro    

14.   Seattle Metro           

15.   Portland Metro        

16.   Los Angeles Metro  

17.   All other areas  



TALKING POINTS/FAQS: NURSING HOME PPE PACKAGES  

 

Learn more at fema.gov/coronavirus  April 23, 2020  3 of 3 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Why are gowns being distributed to nursing homes when there is a shortage? 

▪ The gowns included in these shipments are level 1 medical gowns, which are used in basic care settings for 

minimal risk situations. They were sourced by a small distributor contracted for this project. 

▪ On a broader scale, the Supply Chain Task Force is working with multiple large textile companies to expand 

production and flow of gowns nationally.  

▪ So far, FEMA has awarded contracts to three manufacturers that will produce a combined 90 million gowns 

over the next 90 days. These gowns will last from 30 to 50 washes.  

▪ Additional contracts are in the works with other manufacturers to continue increasing expansion of gown 

production, further stabilizing the private sector supply chain.  

▪ The Supply Chain Task Force also continues to accelerate the flow of private sector owned gowns from 

through Project Airbridge. 8.5 million gowns have been delivered from overseas manufacturers to the U.S. 

and into private sector supply chains through Airbridge.  

▪ As of April 23, FEMA, HHS, and the private sector combined have coordinated the delivery of or are currently 

shipping 14.9 million surgical gowns. 

Why aren’t all nursing homes included?  Can a nursing home get on the list? 

▪ The PPE is being shipped only to Medicaid and Medicare-certified nursing homes based on input from the 

American Health Care Association. Healthcare facilities with critical PPE supply needs should contact their 

local or state public health and/or emergency management agencies to let them know. 

How were nursing homes chosen for this program? 

▪ The PPE is being shipped to Medicaid and Medicare-certified nursing homes based on input from the 

American Health Care Association. 

Why haven’t the supplies arrived at a particular nursing home yet? 

▪ The first shipments will focus on facilities within prioritized hotspots and expand to facilities across all 50 

states and Puerto Rico. Shipments begin in early May and are expected to be completed in mid-June. 

Why are nursing homes receiving these deliveries? Shouldn’t the supplies go to hospitals or to locations 

that the Governor prioritizes? 

▪ Due to the critical need for PPE at nursing homes where some of our Nation’s most vulnerable residents live, 

these supplies are meant to supplement existing PPE efforts by the federal government.  FEMA and HHS 

continue working with states, tribes and territories on PPE needs through a variety of ways. 

What more is FEMA, HHS and the Supply Chain Task Force doing to provide PPE to nursing homes or other 

healthcare facilities?  

▪ As of April 23, FEMA, HHS, and the private sector combined have coordinated the delivery of or are currently 

shipping: 66.9 million N95 respirators, 105 million surgical masks, 6.7 million face shields, 14.9 million 

surgical gowns, 747 million gloves, 10,563 ventilators and 8,450 federal medical station beds.  

How did FEMA determine what amount of supplies to send to each nursing home?  

▪ Each facility will receive an allotment of all four items. Allotment amounts are based on the staffing size of 

each facility, which ranges from less than 10 employees to nearly 500. The supplies are only a supplement 

to serve as a bridge between other PPE shipments.  





From: Steven Gale on behalf of Steven Gale <drstevegale@gmail.com>
To: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared
Subject: Re: corona virus "safer at home"
Date: Thursday, April 23, 2020 1:13:07 PM

Hi Jared,
I very much appreciate your response. I realize that as governor, your job of communicating
effectively with all Coloradans is as much of an art as it is a science, and that you have a very
difficult job. I do see that you are doing your best to be honest with us and work for the best
possible outcomes for all Coloradans. I am also very sympathetic to those who are facing
serious financial stress due to this crisis, and so grateful that I myself have few worries
regarding my own family's finances. Thanks again for your response and for your work on this
very difficult situation.
Steve

On Thu, Apr 23, 2020 at 12:01 PM Polis - GOVOffice, Jared < @state.co.us> wrote:
Steve your input, both anecdotally from your family and as a psychologist is critical. The
health piece and the economic piece are more obvious than the psychological piece.
We want people to stay home and reduce their social interactions in a sustainable way for
the next month and beyond. How people (like your daughter) choose to behave and act over
May, June, July determines the spread of the virus MUCH more than the exact date of the
expiration of the stay at home order. I get that the order provides a black and white situation
that helps your daughter avoid social interactions, but the key question is what can I say or
do to have more Coloradans do that for the LONG haul, for months.  Because another week
or two of the black and white guidance just doesn't affect things much, what matters is
medium term behavior.

Jared

On Wed, Apr 22, 2020 at 11:01 PM Steven Gale <drstevegale@gmail.com> wrote:
Hello Governor Polis:
I am writing as a concerned citizen of Colorado and as a parent of a teenager. I wanted to
let you know a little of my experience as a parent dealing with coronavirus restrictions for
my child. The stay at home period of time has been very difficult for my 16 year old
daughter who thrives on constant socialization with her friends at school and outside of
school. She has often begged us in recent weeks to allow her more leeway to meet up with
her friends and return to "normal" life. She longs to know when everything will return to
normal. As tempting as it may be for us to tell her what she wants to hear, we have refused
to give her false hope that this virus will fade away any sooner than the scientists and
experts tell us, and we have not allowed her to engage in activities that we know will
make her, our family, and our community less safe.  Instead, we have asked and indeed
demanded of her to make these significant sacrifices for the good of us all. To be frank, it
is not as difficult for my wife and myself, and for our older daughter, though there are
certainly adjustments. Now, however, we face yet another challenge. You see, she is now
hearing from her friends that they AND their parents interpreted your announcements
yesterday and today regarding loosening restrictions on businesses as, "The lockdown is
ending next week." Indeed, with the apparent support of many their parents, her friends
have begun to make plans to return next week to all of their usual social activities (except
school, of course!) In their minds, as long as they are in a group of less than ten teens, its



all good! The governor said so! My wife and I are scientists, though not experts in
infectious disease or public health, so we, of course, will continue to restrict our daughter's
activities based on the recommendations of the true experts, though we don't look forward
to the parenting struggles that will be required. More important than those struggles,
though, is our concern and fear that many others will take your new guidelines the wrong
way, as our daughter's friends have, and will undo all the hard-earned gains that we
Coloradans have made in this fight. I urge you to rethink or at least strongly reword your
new policy to directly address this reality. I also believe that many others share our
concerns. Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Steve Gale

-- 
Steven R. Gale, Ph.D., LLC
Licensed Psychologist
323 W. Drake Rd, Ste 220
Fort Collins, CO 80526
970-219-5362

-- 
Steven R. Gale, Ph.D., LLC
Licensed Psychologist
323 W. Drake Rd, Ste 220
Fort Collins, CO 80526
970-219-5362



From: Mark Kennedy on behalf of Mark Kennedy <mark.kennedy@cu.edu>
To: @state.co.us
Cc: allie.kimmel@state.co.us; David.oppenheim@state.co.us; kachina.weaver@state.co.us
Subject: Thank you
Date: Thursday, April 23, 2020 9:09:15 AM
Attachments: image002.png

Governor Polis,
 
I want to extend a thank you on behalf of the University of Colorado for issuing Executive Order D
2020 038, which will help alleviate challenges our students and faculty are facing as a result of the
impact COVID-19 has had on our health care and education systems. As you know, many of our
students were at risk of not being able to meet graduation requirements prescribed by state board
rules prior to the pandemic. This Executive Order affords institutions the flexibility needed to be
innovative in this time of uncertainty and will greatly help our faculty and students ensure the critical
work they are doing – both during and in aid of this pandemic – counts toward graduation.
 
We are also grateful to your policy team as well as Senators Garcia, Fenberg and Fields for their
advocacy efforts on behalf of our students. We look forward to continue working with all of you to
navigate the impacts of this pandemic on our state.  
 
Please let us know if there is anything we can do to be helpful to you.
 
All the best,
Mark
 
Mark R. Kennedy
President
University of Colorado
Mark.Kennedy@CU.edu

 
 
 



From: Steven Gale on behalf of Steven Gale <drstevegale@gmail.com>
To: @state.co.us
Subject: corona virus "safer at home"
Date: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 11:01:06 PM

Hello Governor Polis:
I am writing as a concerned citizen of Colorado and as a parent of a teenager. I wanted to let
you know a little of my experience as a parent dealing with coronavirus restrictions for my
child. The stay at home period of time has been very difficult for my 16 year old daughter who
thrives on constant socialization with her friends at school and outside of school. She has often
begged us in recent weeks to allow her more leeway to meet up with her friends and return to
"normal" life. She longs to know when everything will return to normal. As tempting as it may
be for us to tell her what she wants to hear, we have refused to give her false hope that this
virus will fade away any sooner than the scientists and experts tell us, and we have not
allowed her to engage in activities that we know will make her, our family, and our
community less safe.  Instead, we have asked and indeed demanded of her to make these
significant sacrifices for the good of us all. To be frank, it is not as difficult for my wife and
myself, and for our older daughter, though there are certainly adjustments. Now, however, we
face yet another challenge. You see, she is now hearing from her friends that they AND their
parents interpreted your announcements yesterday and today regarding loosening restrictions
on businesses as, "The lockdown is ending next week." Indeed, with the apparent support of
many their parents, her friends have begun to make plans to return next week to all of their
usual social activities (except school, of course!) In their minds, as long as they are in a group
of less than ten teens, its all good! The governor said so! My wife and I are scientists, though
not experts in infectious disease or public health, so we, of course, will continue to restrict our
daughter's activities based on the recommendations of the true experts, though we don't look
forward to the parenting struggles that will be required. More important than those struggles,
though, is our concern and fear that many others will take your new guidelines the wrong way,
as our daughter's friends have, and will undo all the hard-earned gains that we Coloradans
have made in this fight. I urge you to rethink or at least strongly reword your new policy to
directly address this reality. I also believe that many others share our concerns. Thank you for
your time.
Sincerely,
Steve Gale

-- 
Steven R. Gale, Ph.D., LLC
Licensed Psychologist
323 W. Drake Rd, Ste 220
Fort Collins, CO 80526
970-219-5362



From: Pat Meyers - CDPS on behalf of Pat Meyers - CDPS <pmeyers@state.co.us>
To: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared
Subject: RE: Intro to Peter Pham | Colorado Governor - drive thru Testing 1 week 10k/day
Date: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 5:17:05 PM

 
 
From: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared [mailto: @state.co.us] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 5:08 PM
To: Pat Meyers - CDPS
Subject: Re: Intro to Peter Pham | Colorado Governor - drive thru Testing 1 week 10k/day
 

On Wednesday, April 22, 2020, Pat Meyers - CDPS <pmeyers@state.co.us> wrote:
Peter, I’ll follow up on the PPE and forward your message to Kyle who is point on testing.
 
From: Peter Pham [mailto:peterpham1@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 4:39 PM
To: Pat Meyers - CDPS; COVIDPPE, hcpf_covidppe@state.co.us
Cc: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice; Barbara Grogan; Ross Grogan; Jared Polis -
GOVOffice; January Montano - HCPF
Subject: Re: Intro to Peter Pham | Colorado Governor - drive thru Testing 1 week 10k/day
 
Team CO. 
 
2 things. 1st - I wanted to follow up with your possible order.  Governor Polis per our 1st
phone call you said you could pay 3 days after receiving. And as I mentioned that's been the
main bottleneck since factories all require 50% min upfront. Especially to keep prices close to
cost, and in most cases 30-50% less than others. So we've been able to secure payment terms
of net 3 up to $10M order, which I've attached below. It isn't the entire order you need (that's
$12.7M) but it's most of it.

But the other thing we discussed is it has to be an irrevocable PO. As you can imagine risking
the capital, then having it cancelled before we deliver it, isnt a normal risk.
 
Per the CO team, you can only do a cancellable PO, and pay AFTER you test at university of 
CO. Which is an undetermined guaranteed time frame. The entire industry uses www.sgs.com
a 3rd party testing company for this assurance of quality, but that process is usually done in a
day or two, in china before it boards the plane.  



 
The short of it is if you can only do cancellable PO's and payment after testing (estimate of net
14-30)  we might be able to do 1/5 of the order to mitigate risk (approximately $2M) and do it
in batches. But of course that just extends out the time you receive it all to months as each
batch is about a 2-3  week delivery.  Shipping continues to skyrocket for airfreight so we
would just pass that cost along, but it's gotten as high as $2M for air compared to $30K ocean.
 
Please let us know what you'd like to do to proceed, we definitely want to help you out.
Hawaii, NY are happy references if you need. (they paid 50% upfront, and  now are doing
100% upfront  or 70% to give you baselines, including IL which is doing an order this week.  
 
 
2. Separately, Drive thru testing  of COVID. 
 

One of the companies that I helped 4 weeks ago to get ramped up was a drive thru
COVID testing company that was doing mouth swabs in LA. They setup got to 75K
tests done now, and are starting to provide the service to other cities/states to
setup drive thru testing setup within a week and each site can do 1k/day . Think of
them as a full plug and play service.
 
The big thing here is it's a mouth swab  vs  nasopharyngeal swabs (long stick up the
noise as far as it goes aka brain swabs)
The latter btw I think is discouraging people from tests since they know it's a pretty
uncomfortable swab. But more importantly the PPE burn on the  nasopharyngeal
swab is 1 per test. So each time you swab you have to swap out PPE since you are
administering it inches away from the patient with sneezing/coughing and it's about
80% accurate since there is some reliance on swabbing correctly, deep enough in the
back of your brain.
 
Here is their mouth swab process which is self administered (patient rolls up their
window after being handed kit to cough and swab and they do it in their car) and then
hands it back, thus no burn of PPE.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNopEE7lC6E 
 
 
Pricing:

· $150 for the test kits
· Curative pays test kit shipping to the customer (they ship out of LA and can
have kits in 2 days to  you up to 25k/day)
· Trainer will assist with site setup and provide bar code scanners
· Customer needs provide their own laptops 
· Customer pays for shipping samples back to the lab

Let me know if this is of interest, and I can introduce you. Alaska, Air Force and
Florida are using it with alot of others about to get in line. They are ramping another
facility and can test 10k tests a day. They right now will provide results 24hrs from
when they receive it from you.
 
Peter



 
--
 
 
www.twitter.com/peterpham

3 Attachments
 
 

Preview YouTube video Covid-19 Oral Fluid Test Kit Instructions

     

 

 



From: Pat Meyers - CDPS on behalf of Pat Meyers - CDPS <pmeyers@state.co.us>
To: peterpham1@gmail.com; HCPF COVIDPPE
Cc: Kacey Wulff - GOVOffice; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice; Barbara Grogan; Ross Grogan; Jared Polis - GOVOffice;

January Montano - HCPF
Subject: RE: Intro to Peter Pham | Colorado Governor - drive thru Testing 1 week 10k/day
Date: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 5:05:21 PM

Peter, I’ll follow up on the PPE and forward your message to Kyle who is point on testing.
 
From: Peter Pham [mailto:peterpham1@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 4:39 PM
To: Pat Meyers - CDPS; COVIDPPE, hcpf_covidppe@state.co.us
Cc: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice; Barbara Grogan; Ross Grogan; Jared Polis -
GOVOffice; January Montano - HCPF
Subject: Re: Intro to Peter Pham | Colorado Governor - drive thru Testing 1 week 10k/day
 
Team CO. 
 
2 things. 1st - I wanted to follow up with your possible order.  Governor Polis per our 1st
phone call you said you could pay 3 days after receiving. And as I mentioned that's been the
main bottleneck since factories all require 50% min upfront. Especially to keep prices close to
cost, and in most cases 30-50% less than others. So we've been able to secure payment terms
of net 3 up to $10M order, which I've attached below. It isn't the entire order you need (that's
$12.7M) but it's most of it.

But the other thing we discussed is it has to be an irrevocable PO. As you can imagine risking
the capital, then having it cancelled before we deliver it, isnt a normal risk.
 
Per the CO team, you can only do a cancellable PO, and pay AFTER you test at university of 
CO. Which is an undetermined guaranteed time frame. The entire industry uses www.sgs.com
a 3rd party testing company for this assurance of quality, but that process is usually done in a
day or two, in china before it boards the plane.  
 
The short of it is if you can only do cancellable PO's and payment after testing (estimate of net
14-30)  we might be able to do 1/5 of the order to mitigate risk (approximately $2M) and do it
in batches. But of course that just extends out the time you receive it all to months as each
batch is about a 2-3  week delivery.  Shipping continues to skyrocket for airfreight so we
would just pass that cost along, but it's gotten as high as $2M for air compared to $30K ocean.
 
Please let us know what you'd like to do to proceed, we definitely want to help you out.
Hawaii, NY are happy references if you need. (they paid 50% upfront, and  now are doing



100% upfront  or 70% to give you baselines, including IL which is doing an order this week.  
 
 
2. Separately, Drive thru testing  of COVID. 
 

One of the companies that I helped 4 weeks ago to get ramped up was a drive thru
COVID testing company that was doing mouth swabs in LA. They setup got to 75K
tests done now, and are starting to provide the service to other cities/states to
setup drive thru testing setup within a week and each site can do 1k/day . Think of
them as a full plug and play service.
 
The big thing here is it's a mouth swab  vs  nasopharyngeal swabs (long stick up the
noise as far as it goes aka brain swabs)
The latter btw I think is discouraging people from tests since they know it's a pretty
uncomfortable swab. But more importantly the PPE burn on the  nasopharyngeal
swab is 1 per test. So each time you swab you have to swap out PPE since you are
administering it inches away from the patient with sneezing/coughing and it's about
80% accurate since there is some reliance on swabbing correctly, deep enough in the
back of your brain.
 
Here is their mouth swab process which is self administered (patient rolls up their
window after being handed kit to cough and swab and they do it in their car) and then
hands it back, thus no burn of PPE.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNopEE7lC6E 
 
 
Pricing:

· $150 for the test kits
· Curative pays test kit shipping to the customer (they ship out of LA and can
have kits in 2 days to  you up to 25k/day)
· Trainer will assist with site setup and provide bar code scanners
· Customer needs provide their own laptops 
· Customer pays for shipping samples back to the lab

Let me know if this is of interest, and I can introduce you. Alaska, Air Force and
Florida are using it with alot of others about to get in line. They are ramping another
facility and can test 10k tests a day. They right now will provide results 24hrs from
when they receive it from you.
 
Peter
 
--
 
 
www.twitter.com/peterpham

3 Attachments
 
 



Preview YouTube video Covid-19 Oral Fluid Test Kit Instructions

     

 

 



From: Peter Pham on behalf of Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com>
To: Pat Meyers - CDPS; COVIDPPE  hcpf covidppe@state.co.us
Cc: Wulff - GOVOffice  Kacey; Danielle Oliveto - GOVOffice; Barbara Grogan; Ross Grogan; Jared Polis - GOVOffice; January Montano - HCPF
Subject: Re: Intro to Peter Pham | Colorado Governor - drive thru Testing 1 week 10k/day
Date: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 4:40:01 PM
Attachments: Gothams Curative COVID-19 Brief.pdf

Curative COVID19 Test Collection Field Guide Version 1.pdf

Team CO. 

2 things. 1st - I wanted to follow up with your possible order.  Governor Polis per our 1st phone call you said you could pay 3 days after
receiving. And as I mentioned that's been the main bottleneck since factories all require 50% min upfront. Especially to keep prices close to
cost, and in most cases 30-50% less than others. So we've been able to secure payment terms of net 3 up to $10M order, which I've attached
below. It isn't the entire order you need (that's $12.7M) but it's most of it.

But the other thing we discussed is it has to be an irrevocable PO. As you can imagine risking the capital, then having it cancelled before we
deliver it, isnt a normal risk.

Per the CO team, you can only do a cancellable PO, and pay AFTER you test at university of  CO. Which is an undetermined guaranteed time
frame. The entire industry uses www.sgs.com a 3rd party testing company for this assurance of quality, but that process is usually done in a
day or two, in china before it boards the plane.  

The short of it is if you can only do cancellable PO's and payment after testing (estimate of net 14-30)  we might be able to do 1/5 of the order
to mitigate risk (approximately $2M) and do it in batches. But of course that just extends out the time you receive it all to months as each batch
is about a 2-3  week delivery.  Shipping continues to skyrocket for airfreight so we would just pass that cost along, but it's gotten as high as
$2M for air compared to $30K ocean.

Please let us know what you'd like to do to proceed, we definitely want to help you out. Hawaii, NY are happy references if you need. (they
paid 50% upfront, and  now are doing 100% upfront  or 70% to give you baselines, including IL which is doing an order this week.  

2. Separately, Drive thru testing  of COVID. 

One of the companies that I helped 4 weeks ago to get ramped up was a drive thru COVID testing company that was doing mouth swabs in LA. They setup got to
75K tests done now, and are starting to provide the service to other cities/states to setup drive thru testing setup within a week and each site can do 1k/day .
Think of them as a full plug and play service.

The big thing here is it's a mouth swab  vs  nasopharyngeal swabs (long stick up the noise as far as it goes aka brain swabs)
The latter btw I think is discouraging people from tests since they know it's a pretty uncomfortable swab. But more importantly the PPE burn on the 
nasopharyngeal swab is 1 per test. So each time you swab you have to swap out PPE since you are administering it inches away from the patient with
sneezing/coughing and it's about 80% accurate since there is some reliance on swabbing correctly, deep enough in the back of your brain.

Here is their mouth swab process which is self administered (patient rolls up their window after being handed kit to cough and swab and they do it in their car) and
then hands it back, thus no burn of PPE.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNopEE7lC6E 

 

Pricing:

$150 for the test kits
Curative pays test kit shipping to the customer (they ship out of LA and can have kits in 2 days to  you up to 25k/day)
Trainer will assist with site setup and provide bar code scanners
Customer needs provide their own laptops 
Customer pays for shipping samples back to the lab

Let me know if this is of interest, and I can introduce you. Alaska, Air Force and Florida are using it with alot of others about to get in line. They are ramping
another facility and can test 10k tests a day. They right now will provide results 24hrs from when they receive it from you.

Peter

--

www.twitter.com/peterpham



Preview YouTube video C      

3 Attachments
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WELCOME 
 
 
Curative Inc. uses an oral fluid test that allows for easy, 
accurate, fast, and safe self-collection of samples using an 
oral swab to detect COVID-19. This test reduces the 
amount of PPE needed and protects healthcare 
professionals from interacting directly with patients. As of 
April 17th, the FDA has authorized Curative’s oral fluid 
test under Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) 
guidelines.  
 
The purpose of this document is to provide a general 
overview of the testing process. Please consult with a 
Curative representative prior to any test deployment.  
 
Please do not start opening kits or testing before you 
have read this manual and connected with your 
representative from the Curative team. 
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PRIOR TO SETTING UP YOUR SITE 
 

I. Relevant Points of Contact 
 

A.  Account Representative (Curative) 
A clearly identified contact for your organization. The account representative will be your 
primary point of contact for all general questions and can direct you to the appropriate point 
of contact. 
 

B.  Logistics Representative (Curative) 
The logistics representative will assist in the shipment of test kits to and from the test site. 
Your collection kits will be picked up on a regular basis by a courier to be brought back to a 
Curative laboratory for processing.  Curative will need a postal address for the drop-off and 
pick-up of the collection kits. 

 
C.  Requesting Physician (Customer Provided) 

Test kits must be ordered via a requesting physician. This is a legal requirement. The 
requesting physician can be the same person for a whole city or county. They will also approve 
the final results script to be sent out to patients. 
 
Required information about the requesting physician: 

● Name  
● Contact info 
● National Provider Identifier (NPI) # 

 
Before we can start processing your tests, we require a signed form from the requesting 
physician.  
 

D. Data Representative (Curative) 
The data representative will help tailor the Curative software to your site-specific needs. 
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Prior to setting up your collection  site, think about the following questions: 

 
1. APPOINTMENTS  

● Who will get tested? 
● Do people need to be screened or meet eligibility requirements?  
● Are some populations (healthcare providers) prioritized over others? 
● What information needs to be collected about each patient? 

 
2. RESULTS  

● How would you like your results to be reported to you?  
● May Curative report test results to the local Public Health Department? 

(Typically, labs are required to notify DPH within one hour of detecting a 
positive COVID-19 sample). 

● How are results communicated to patients? (Email, phone call, text messaging, 
other) 

● Will there be a specific policy for COVID-19 negative / positive patients?  
(Ex: will positive patients be individually called by your organisation's medical 
staff?) 
 

3. ADMINISTRATORS 
● How many administrator logins will you need? 
● Should the administrator of one site be able to see appointments / information 

about your other sites? 
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II. Software 

 

The Curative softwares serves as a portal for 
patients to book appointments.  

 

Check-in software will be used at your 
different sites, whether they are drive-thrus or 
walk-thrus. You will receive unique admin 
logins.  
 
 https://drivethru.curativeinc.com 
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SETTING UP YOUR SITE 
 

I. RECOMMENDED EQUIPMENT  
 
Traffic Control  

● Lot space (drive-thru) 
● Cones (drive-thru) 
● Caution tape (walk-thru / drive-thru) 
● Signs (walk-thru / drive-thru) 

 
Safety / Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

● Gloves (S, M, L) 
● Masks (N95 and surgical) 
● Gowns or disposable clean room suits 
● Glasses or goggles 
● Face shields 
● Ethanol spray 
● Hand washing station or hand sanitizer 
● Plastic container to put soapy water for sanitizing goggles 
● Collection bins for used test kits 
● Biohazard bags & bins 
● Trash bags 

 
For Staffers 

● Tables and chairs 
● Easy ups (for shade and sometimes rain) if outside  
● Walled tent for storage  
● Porta Potty 

 
Technology 

● Wi-Fi  
● Generator 
● Extension cords 
● Laptops with a USB input 
● Barcode scanners 
● Handheld radios (optional) 

 
Storage 

● Locked tent / container for storing the collection kits 
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III. STAFFING RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Per site, in addition to one site manager, we recommend the following number of staff :  
 

Pre Check-in  Check-In   Specimen Collection  Collection Kit Deposit 

1-2   2 minimum  1 medical facilitator 
If multiple lanes, 1 
medical facilitator 
can be used for up to 
two lanes 

1 person (optional) 

 
Staffing considerations : 
 

● For recruitment purposes, we recommend taking into account station specific needs : 
○ Staff members with loud voices 
○ Staff member with basic computer skills  

● Consider if there will be rotations. If so, how is this communicated and displayed on site 
(printed out, white board etc.)? 

● Plan regular all-hands meetings. Many sites start with a morning briefing at a minimum.  
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IV. RECOMMENDED SAFETY 
 

A. Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) / Biohazard Management  
 
We recommend that all personnel on site should always wear a mask and gloves, even in the 
cold zone. 
 
We recommend the following list of PPE :  
 

● Gloves (S, M, L) 
● Masks (N95 and surgical) 
● Gowns or bunny suits 
● Glasses or goggles or face shields 
● Ethanol spray 
● Hand washing station or hand sanitizer 
● Plastic container to put soapy water for sanitizing goggles 
● Plastic container  
● Collection bins for used test kits 
● Biohazard bags & bins 
● Trash bags 

 
To keep the command center as clean as possible, we recommend placing a hand sanitizer 
station in close proximity to the entrance.  
 
Many sites place a shallow bucket of bleach water in front of the entrance to clean off the 
bottom of shoes.  
 
We recommend that biohazard bins be clearly identified and separated from regular trash. 
 

B. Hot, Warm, Cold Zones 
 

We recommend your site be split into 3 distinct zones : hot, warm, cold. This temperature scale 
refers to how close staff is to a potential COVID-19 patient.  
 
Definitions :  

● Hot : “direct” contact with patients / <7 feet  
● Warm : second degree contact with patients / 7-20 feet  
● Cold : no exposure risk / >20 feet 
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Limit as much as possible all crossing into different zones. The zone separation should be very 
clearly marked (see photo). Return to the decontamination site before going back to a cold 
zone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example of different zones at a drive-thru test site : 
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PPE recommendations differ depending on zone designation :  
 

 Recommended PPE   Designation 

● Bodysuit / gown 
● N95 mask 
● Goggles 
● Gloves 

Hot Zone 

● Mask 
● Glasses 
● Gloves 

Warm Zone 

● Mask 
● Gloves 

Cold Zone 
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V. PROPOSED SITE PLAN FOR DRIVE-THRU SITES 

 

 
 
 

 
Drive-thru site plan with COLD / WARM / HOT zone overlay :  
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VI. PROPOSED SITE PLAN FOR WALK-THRU SITES 
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VII. EXAMPLE SITE FLOW 
 
The following is an example site flow tested in LA County :  

 
Before arriving to the collection site, patients have been sent the following: 

● Appointment confirmation number  
● Online link to the Curative instruction video  

 

 
 
 
Recommended Patient Flow Diagram for Walk-Thru or Drive-Thru Sites :  
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A.  Pre-Check-In  
 

Staffers monitor the flow of traffic. The staffers directly interacting with the patients walk up and 
down the line of cars. There can be multiple pre-check-in lines if the site can handle a higher 
volume. This pre-check-in area is a good location to provide testing instructions ahead of time 
and collect pertinent patient information like name and appointment information.  
 

   

 
  DIRECT INTERACTION  TRAFFIC FLOW 

DESIGNATION  HOT  WARM 

STAFF   1* 
*Can be multiple depending on 

amount of traffic 

1 

PPE  Full PPE  Full PPE 

EQUIPMENT  Signs / High-Visibility Clothing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COVID-19 Test Collection Field Guide - Version  1 
 



B.  Check-In  
 
At the check-in station, staffers register each patient using the Curative software. If outside, we 
recommend setting up a tent to protect the check-in computer from the elements. The testing 
kits are temperature sensitive. 
 

1. LAY OUT / EQUIPMENT 
 
In the case of walk-thrus, all of the check in stations are considered HOT zones.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  DRIVE-UP / WALK-UP AREA  
( ZONE 1) 

COMPUTER STATION  
( ZONE 2) 

WALK-UP  HOT  HOT   
Site specific  

DRIVE THRU   HOT  WARM 
Site specific  

STAFF   1   1 

PPE  Full PPE  Full PPE 

EQUIPMENT  ● Clipboard 
● Paper 
● Ballpoint pen 
● Sharpie  
● Collection Kits  

● Computer 
● Mouse 
● Barcode scanner 
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4. STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS (WALK-THRU) 

 

● The patient walks up to the designated 
collection site area. We recommend they 
be wearing a mask  
 
 

 

● The staffer asks for the appointment 
confirmation number 

 

● The computer staffer will :  
○ Pull up the appointment on the 

appointment index. 
○ Write the patient’s unique 

appointment number on the test kit. 
If there are multiple people in the 
car, write the first name in addition 
to the unique appointment number. 

○ Scan the barcode of the collection 
kit and hand to the drive-up staffer 
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● The kit is given to the patient.  
                To minimise exposure this may be done :  

- By sliding the kit along a table. 
- With an extra long “reacher- 

grabber” tool or similar. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

   

● The walk-up volunteer should also 
emphasize that the patients should not 
drink the liquid in the vial, that they should 
wait to open the kits until they receive 
instructions, and that they will be given 
further instruction at a later station. 
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C. Specimen Collection  
 
At this station, a medical facilitator will walk the patient through specimen collection at a 
distance. This requirement may vary by site. The medical facilitator will be able to best advise 
based on site-specific inputs. 
 
We recommend the following guidelines :  
 

DESIGNATION  HOT 

STAFF  Medical Facilitator 

PPE  Full body  

 

Drive-thru  Walk-thru 

   

 
 
The medical facilitator will convey to the patient that if the sample is inappropriately 
administered, spilled, missing elements, or otherwise compromised, the patient will need to 
flag them down and they will need to be given a new test. Unused damaged kits should be 
discarded immediately and separated from other collection kits. 
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INCIDENT TROUBLESHOOTING 
 
 

  DESCRIPTION  ACTION 

DAMAGED KIT / MESS UP   In the event that the patient 
drops the swab, has a 
damaged collection kit or 
considers that they have 
incorrectly administered the 
test.  

Patients should be given a 
new kit and have that new kit 
barcode properly reassigned 
to their appointment 
number. 
They then should re-do their 
sample. 

SPILLED KIT   In the event that the patient 
spills the kit, they should be 
directed to go home and 
take a shower and wash their 
clothes as soon as possible.  
 

Patients should be given a 
new kit, and have that new 
kit barcode properly 
reassigned to their 
appointment number, and 
the patient should re-do their 
sample. 

PATIENT DRINKS LIQUID  In the event that the patient 
attempts to drink or rinse 
their mouth with the kit, or if 
they dip their swab into the 
vial and put it in their mouth, 
they should be given water 
and told to immediately rinse 
and spit multiple times to 
dilute the fluid and get it out 
of their mouth. 

If they drink the liquid, they 
should be brought to the 
hospital for medical help.  
 
This is the relevant material 
data sheet for the liquid, if 
needed for Poison Control 
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From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa < @state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE; Stan Hilkey - CDPS; Kacey Wulff - GOVOffice; De Cambra - GOVOffice  Maria
Subject: Fwd: NM Reopening Plan - FYI Only in case it"s useful to you
Date: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 4:04:12 PM
Attachments: Phased Reopening Slide.pdf

Gating Criteria.pdf

fyi New Mexico's plan 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Bingaman, John, GOV <John.Bingaman@state.nm.us>
Date: Wed, Apr 22, 2020 at 3:07 PM
Subject: NM Reopening Plan - FYI Only in case it's useful to you
To: Postman, David (GOV) <David.Postman@gov.wa.gov>, Ann O'Leary <Ann.Oleary@gov.ca.gov>, BLOSSER Nik * GOV
<Nik.BLOSSER@oregon.gov>, Michelle White <michellewhite@gov.nv.gov>
Cc: Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa < @state.co.us>

Governor Lujan Grisham today is announcing the formation of an Economic Recovery Council and providing some insight into the reopening
plan.  Key elements are as follows and per the attached slides, in case this is useful to this group:

 

We are extending the public health emergency order through May 15th.  Some adjustments may be made in the intervening
period but instruction to stay home will remain in effect

 

The period between now and May 15th is the Preparation Phase for a staged re-opening of the economy

 

Over the coming weeks, our agencies will convene industry and employee representatives across different industries in order to
develop COVID Safe Practices (“CSPs”) for how businesses of all sizes can protect employees, protect customers, and operate in
as safe a manner as possible when they do reopen

 

These COVID Safe Practices will give employees and consumers the confidence to return to work and return to their favorite
stores once the infection has been sufficiently suppressed to allow a staged reopening to begin

 

We cannot set a date certain for when the phased reopening will begin.  We will watch the data closely over the coming days. 
Attached slide has some info on the contemplated Gating Criteria for proceeding with the reopening

 

We are also announcing today the formation of the New Mexico Recovery Council, a group of business leaders from across our
state who will develop ideas and strategies to help our businesses recover and thrive as we move through a phased reopening
process

 

 

 

 

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
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From: ROSEMARY RESEIGH on behalf of ROSEMARY RESEIGH <ROSEMARYLOANS@msn.com>
To: @state.co.us
Subject: Coronavirus
Date: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 5:36:47 PM

Dear Gov  Polis 
   I am deeply concerned with your decision to begin opening Colorado. 
What I want to know is what will the access to Convolence Plasma and Remdesivir
Thank You , 
Rosemary Reseigh

Get Outlook for iOS



From: France - CDPHE, Eric on behalf of France - CDPHE, Eric <eric.france@state.co.us>
To: Polis - GOVOffice, Jared; Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa; Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill; Mike Willis - CDPS; Scott

Bookman - CDPHE; Kevin Klein - CDPS; Hilkey - CDPS, Stan; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
Subject: Fwd: Has the Governor read this?
Date: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 3:10:39 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Eric France, MD, MSPH, MBA
Chief Medical Officer

Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing.

Executive Assistant: Amber Beren, amber.beren@state.co.us

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Wynia, Matthew K <MATTHEW.WYNIA@cuanschutz.edu>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2020 at 2:09 PM
Subject: Has the Governor read this?
To: Cantrill, Stephen V MD <Stephen.Cantrill@dhha.org>, Eric France - CDPHE
<eric.france@state.co.us>

Neither of you will be surprised by it, but this is a very nice , concise piece by Jim Yong Kim
on why and how we ought to be going on offense against Covid-19.

https://www.newyorker.com/science/medical-dispatch/its-not-too-late-to-go-on-offense-
against-the-coronavirus

 

What he implies but doesn’t quite say is that while his proposal reflects the very basics of
public health pandemic response, if states wait for the feds to support these steps, they will
never happen.

 

Bottom line: Colorado is doing a better job than many others, but we still aren’t doing what we
need to do to actually crush it.

 

Matt

 





 

Cherish those who seek the truth but beware of those who find it.

Andre Gide

 



From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa < @state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Colorado Back to Work - Salon Industry
Date: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 2:34:07 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Final Back to Work Plan.pdf
CO Polis2020.pdf

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
Date: Sat, Apr 18, 2020 at 2:01 PM
Subject: Fwd: Colorado Back to Work - Salon Industry
To: Wulff Kacey <kacey.wulff@state.co.us>, <benjamin.s.henderson@state.co.us>

 

From: Myra Irizarry <myra@probeauty.org>
Date: April 18, 2020 at 1:41:30 PM MDT
To: " @state.co.us" @state.co.us>
Subject: Colorado Back to Work - Salon Industry

Lisa,

 

Please accept the attached letter on behalf of the professional beauty industry regarding reopening for business under the
incremental approach outlined in Opening Up America Again. Attached you will also find a professional salon Back to
Work safety guide which may be utilized in salon establishments.

 

We would like the opportunity to work together, please feel free to contact me with any questions.

 

Sincerely,

Myra Reddy

 

Myra Y. Irizarry Reddy

Government Affairs Director

Professional Beauty Association (PBA)

480.455.3451|myra@probeauty.org

probeauty.org

 

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff
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Back-to-Work Plan 
 
Given the renewed focus on the health and public safety of beauty professionals and their clients, the 
following Back-to-Work Plan should be used to make everyone more comfortable when services resume. This 
plan incorporates best practices according to infection control subject matter experts and the advice may 
supersede the rules of your state. In this tumultuous time, it is important that best practices be followed for 
the health of professionals and consumers and it is strongly recommended that this plan be applied to 
pertinent parts of your business. 
 
The date you may return to work is determined by your state or local authorities and must be followed. 
 
Checklist of Supplies Needed: 
 

� BARBICIDE® Concentrate 
� BARBICIDE® Spray bottle (filled with properly concentrated BARBICIDE®)* 
� BARBICIDE® Wipes 
� Clippercide® (cleans and disinfects) for clippers, trimmers and edgers 
� BARBICIDE® Spacide Complete (if pedicure bowls are used) 
� King Research Hand Sanitizer 
� Ship-Shape® Comb and Brush Cleaner 
� Ship-Shape® Professional Appliance and Glass Cleaner 
� Clean towels / paper towels 
� Gloves 
� Trash bags 

 
*BARBICIDE® Concentration ¼ cup (2oz) concentrate in 4 cups (32oz) of water 
 
Disinfection Reminders: 
 
 Disinfectants must be EPA-registered and labeled as bactericidal, virucidal and fungicidal. No product 

will be labeled for COVID-19 yet, but many will have human coronavirus efficacy either on their label or 
available on their websites. The EPA has approved any product that has tested as effective against 
human coronavirus, to make a claim for COVID-19 at this time. 

 Disinfection only works on a clean item, so cleaning before disinfecting is always the first step. 
Methods to clean include soap/water, chemical cleaners (Ship-Shape®), wipes. 

 Contact time listed on the label must be observed for disinfectants to work. The contact time refers to 
how long the surface must stay visibly wet with the disinfectant to inactivate or destroy all of the 
pathogens on the label. Typical contact time for immersion/sprays is 10 minutes, for wipes is  
2-4 minutes. 

 Disinfectant for immersion must be made fresh daily and replaced if it becomes contaminated sooner. 
For example, hair/debris floating in solution or a cloudy solution. 

 Disinfection is for hard, non-porous surfaces, typically things made of glass, metal and plastic or 
referred to as synthetic materials.  

 Porous/soft surfaces cannot be disinfected, but can be cleaned. This would include but is not limited to 
items such as towels, chairs covered in a porous material and your hands/body. 
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Prior to Re-Opening Checklist 
 

Reception and Retail Area: 
 

� Discard old magazines and other non-essential items in the waiting area that cannot be disinfected 
� Wipe down all soft surfaces (couches, chairs) with water and a clean towel 

- Remember that these soft surfaces cannot be disinfected 
� Clean and disinfect all hard, non-porous surfaces such as reception counter, computer keyboard, 

phones, door handles, light switches and point of sale equipment 
- Make sure to follow contact time for all surfaces 

� Consider online scheduling in place of written appointment cards 
� Clean and disinfect all shelving, glass and display cases; keep product containers clean and dust free 
� Place signage in window to notify clients of your diligence in practicing proper infection control 

 
Work Stations  
 

� Clean and disinfect all non-porous implements used in your services, as required by all states 
(immersion, spray or wipe) 

� Store properly disinfected implements in closed, containers that have also been disinfected  
(wipe or spray) 

� Clean and disinfect all electrical implements used in your services as required by all states 
� Clean and disinfect chairs and headrests 

- Remember that porous materials cannot be disinfected and ongoing use of disinfectants on 
materials covering chairs, can damage the material 

- On initial opening, feel free to disinfect your chairs, but limit that to once daily – consider 
barrier methods on chairs such as disposable paper drapes or towels that can be laundered 
after each client 

� Clean and disinfect station, rolling carts, drawers and any containers used for storage  
� Ensure that single use (porous items) are new  
� All items on a nail station must either be new, never used or cleaned and disinfected (stored in a closed 

container until ready to use) 
 
Treatment Rooms 
 

� Clean and disinfect any appliances used 
� Clean and disinfect treatment tables 

- Remember that porous materials cannot be disinfected and ongoing use of disinfectants on 
materials covering tables can damage the material – consider barrier methods on chairs such as 
disposable paper drapes or towels that can be laundered after each client 

� Ensure that all product to be used has not been contaminated by improper removal of product  
prior to closure 

� Ensure all single use items are new 
� Empty wax pots, completely clean and disinfect – refill with new wax 
� Ensure that multi-use product containers have adequate single use applicators available to safely 

remove product without contaminating remaining product 
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Prior to Re-Opening Checklist (continued) 
 
Restroom 
 

� Clean and disinfect all surfaces 
� Replace any soft goods (toilet paper, paper towels) 
� Consider upgrading to touchless faucets, soap and paper towel dispensers 
� Consider adding touchless, automatic hand sanitizer dispensers 
� Place a trash container near door 
� Remove any products that do not belong in the restroom – nothing should be stored in a restroom 

 
Laundry 
 

� Any linens that may have be left in the salon (clean or dirty) prior to the closure, should be washed per 
the rules of your state 

- If no rules exist about laundry, wash on hot with detergent and dry until “hot to the touch” 
- There should be no moisture or dampness in any linen 

� Launder (porous) or disinfect (non-porous) all capes  
� All linens should be stored in closed, covered cabinets until used 

 
Shampoo Bowls 
 

� Clean all bowls, handles, hoses, spray nozzles and shampoo chairs  
� Disinfect all bowls, handles, hoses, spray nozzles and shampoo chairs observing full contact time with a 

properly concentrated disinfectant or wipe 
 
Pedicure Bowls 
 

� Remove all parts that can be removed from bowl 
� Clean and disinfect removed parts by immersing for full contact time in properly diluted disinfectant  
� Scrub bowl with soap/water or detergent 
� Return removable parts to bowl 
� Rinse bowl with clean water 
� Disinfect the bowl – fill bowl with water and add proper amount of BARBICIDE® or Spacide to achieve 

the correct concentration 
- If your bowl has jets, turn on and let disinfectant solution circulate for 10 full minutes 
- If your bowl does not have jets, simply let it sit for the full ten minutes 

� Empty water after 10 minutes is complete and allow to air dry 
� Ensure all multi use materials that may have been contaminated by improper removal prior to closure 

are replaced – such as lotions, scrubs 
� Ensure that all single use materials are new – such as files, pumice and buffers 
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On-Going Safety 
 

ALL states have health and public safety rules that MUST be followed at all times. The steps below are best 
practice and may go above and beyond what a state requires. 
 
Disinfectants / PPE: 
 

1. Disinfectant must be EPA-registered and labeled as bactericidal, virucidal and fungicidal 
- No product will be labeled for COVID-19 yet, but many will have human coronavirus efficacy either 

on their label or available on their websites 
- The EPA has approved any product that has tested as effective against human coronavirus, to make 

a claim for COVID-19 at this time 
2. Disinfectant for immersion must be made fresh daily and replaced if it becomes contaminated sooner 
3. Any Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) used is single use and must be changed after each client, for 

example gloves 
- Mask may be required and changing them would be dependent upon availability 

4. Hands must be washed after removing gloves 
 
Practical changes: 
 

1. In the short term, consider staggering appointments so that waiting areas have minimal congestion 
- Staggering of appointments also gives adequate time to properly clean and disinfect in between 

customers 
- Even if you haven’t used an appointment system before, now may be the time to implement one. If 

you continue to take walk-ins, be conscious of how many people are in your waiting area and be 
responsible about keep those numbers low 

2. Consider how to make your POS terminals safer 
- If you are using an iPad, asking the customer read you their card number means that you are the 

only one touching that screen 
- Encourage the use of applications like Apple Pay that do not require any interaction between your 

consumer and your surfaces. If you must you a touch pad, this should be disinfected frequently 
3. In the short term, do not re-introduce things like magazines, self-serve coffee or candy jars 
4. Disinfect reception counter, door handles, phones and writing implements at the beginning of the day 

and every 1-2 hours, based on traffic 
5. Consider use of masks/gloves for all esthetics/waxing services 
6. Consider a mask for licensee and client for nails services 
7. Discontinue the practice of shaking hands 

- While this handshaking has long been considered a sign of welcoming and respect, there are safer 
ways to welcome someone in 2020 

8. Decline services for any client that exhibits signs of illness 
 

Hand Hygiene: 
 

1. Wash hands with soap/water for 30 seconds before/after eating, smoking and using the restroom 
2. Wash hands immediately before and after providing a client (hand sanitizer where allowed) 
3. Provide hand sanitizer at reception desk and all stations for clients to use  
4. Maintain intact skin by frequent use of lotion 



 

 5 

On-Going Safety (continued) 
 

Cleaning and Disinfection: 
 

1. All implements (non-porous) being used on more than 1 client, must be cleaned and disinfected for the 
full contact time on the disinfectant label before being used 

2. Stations, chairs, rolling carts and any other storage containers disinfected daily 
3. All pedicure bowls fully cleaned and disinfected before EACH client 

- All removable parts removed and thoroughly cleaned and disinfected 
- Bowl scrubbed with brush and detergent/soap 
- Bowl rinsed 
- Removable parts replace 
- Properly concentrated disinfectant in bowl and allowed to sit or run (jets) for full contact time 

listed on the disinfectant label 
- Bowl drained and rinsed 

4. All hand/foot nail drying tables cleaned and disinfected after each client or barrier method used 
 
Laundry: 
 

1. All towels/capes laundered (porous) or disinfected (non-porous) after a single use 
2. All towels/linens dried until “hot to the touch” 
3. All towels/linens stored in a closed, covered container 

 
Cleaning and Disinfection of Implements and Surfaces: 

 
1. Clean item or surface: Cleaning is intended to prepare the item or surface so that disinfectant can 

make full contact with the material and be effective against all pathogens listed on the label 
- Cleaning may be done with soap/water, chemical cleaner or wipe 

2. Rinse and dry implement or surface 
3. Disinfect using a properly concentrated disinfectant made for immersion, a spray or wipe 

- All disinfectants must be EPA-registered as bactericidal, virucidal and fungicidal 
4. Observe full contact time on manufacturers label 

- This means that implement or surface must stay visibly wet for full contact time listed 
5. Immersed items should be removed at the end of contact time, rinsed and dried with a paper towel or 

clean, freshly laundered towel 
 
Cleaning and Disinfection of Electrical Implements: 

 
1. Clean implement with wipe or spray and remove any debris, such as hair 
2. Use an EPA-registered bactericidal, virucidal and fungicidal spray, foam or wipe to disinfect implement 

for full contact time listed on the manufacturers label 
3. When contact time is complete, dry with paper towel or clean, freshly laundered towel 
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Letter of Reassurance to Provide to Customers: 
 
Valued Customer, 
 
We understand your concerns, so we have outdone ourselves in preparing our business for you! The safety of 
our staff and our customers is essential to us, so we have: 
 
 Cleaned and/or disinfected all surfaces and implements 
 Laundered and/or disinfected all capes, towels and linens 
 Removed any non-essential items throughout our business 
 Initiated contactless methods of scheduling and payment 
 Acquired appropriate personal protective equipment to be used when necessary or requested 
 Discontinued the practice of hand shaking and other non-essential contact 
 Re-trained our staff on essential infection control and hand hygiene practices 

  
Feel free to ask any of us at any time about all that we do to provide for your safety. 
 
Please relax and enjoy your services!   
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Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2020 at 7:58 PM
Subject: 4/20 Follow-Up - Governors Briefing on COVID-19
To: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Hoelscher, Douglas L. EOP/WHO <Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov>, Obenshain,
Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>, Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO
<Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>, Campana, Ariella M. EOP/WHO
<Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>

Governors and Senior Staff,  

 

Thank you for your efforts in the whole-of-America approach to respond to COVID-
19 and plan for America’s economic recovery. Below are follow-up items from
today’s briefing.

 

Guidelines for Opening Up American Again

April 16, the President and Vice President released the Guidelines for Opening
Up American Again (20-page slide deck; Opening America). The guidelines
give States gating criteria in a proposed three phased approach based on the
following criteria: (1) Up-to-Date Data and Readiness; (2) Mitigates Risk of
Resurgence; (3) Protects the Most Vulnerable; and (4) Implementable on Statewide
or County-by-County Basis at Governors’ Direction.



 

State-by-State Testing Platform Information

Governors’ leadership of the testing ecosystems in their States is critical, including
scaling and utilizing all testing capacity, improving transparency on all testing
options, managing the workflow to maximize all testing capacity through high-
throughput platforms. We want to thank you for your leadership in this endeavor. 

 

As we work together to support the optimal use of the diagnostic assets in your
state, it may also be helpful to consider locations that could act as regional testing
centers in order to service specific, targeted geographies within your State in a hub
and spoke manner than can help provide technical support and communication
across the State. The platforms are a mix of high and low throughput of tests with
differential turn-around times and will need to strategically be matched to daily
needs. The development of an integrated lab strategy in your State will
allow for a more efficient use of diagnostic reagents, facilitate optimal
workflows and workforce utilization, and provide more continuity of
testing capacity with defined turnaround times for results. Rapid and
efficient testing will help identify pockets of viral emergence and allow
for rapid contact tracing and effective control. 

 

·       State-by-State Testing Platform Information: Prior to today’s briefing,
each governor and staff received State-by-State testing platform information that
included State-specific high and low throughput machine location map and
location details (if you need this state-Specific information re-sent, please let me
know).

·       Testing Approach Presentation: Attached you will find the testing
approach slide deck that Amb. Birx discussed on today’s call (this document was
previously provided in read ahead material today).

 

Testing Resources

·       Swab & Media Options: In today’s briefing, Adm. Giroir highlighted the vast
swabs and media options available. Attached you will find a tables of swab and
media options by laboratory. More information here.

·       Technical Briefing for State Leaders & Staff: The White House is holding
a State-Federal COVID-19 testing technical assistance briefing call on Tuesday,
April 21 at 1:30 p.m. Eastern Time. Federal participants on the call include Amb.
Birx, HHS Adm. Giroir, and others from FDA, CDC, and FEMA. You can register for
the call here.



·       Increase Payment for High-Production Coronavirus Lab Tests: CMS
announced Medicare is doubling payment for certain lab tests that use high-
throughput technologies to rapidly diagnose large numbers of COVID-19 cases.
Additional information here.

·       CMS Pays for COVID-19 Specimen Collection: CMS will pay specimen
collection fees for COVID-19 testing for homebound and non-hospital
inpatients, to help facilitate the testing of homebound individuals and those
unable to travel. As a result of these actions, laboratories will have expanded
capability to test more vulnerable populations, like nursing home patients, quickly
and provide results faster. Additional information here.

·       FDA, Gates Foundation, UnitedHealth Group, Quantigen, and U.S.
Cotton Collaborate to Address Testing Supply Needs: FDA announced a
further expansion of COVID-19 testing options through the recognition that spun
synthetic swabs – with a design similar to Q-tips – could be used to test patients by
collecting a sample from the front of the nose. More details here.

·       Reminder – FDA Delegates Authority to States: On March 16, the FDA
put in place a policy for states to take responsibility for tests developed and used by
laboratories in their states. States can set up a system in which they take
responsibility for authorizing such tests and the laboratories will not engage with
the FDA. This includes expanding swab options as Colorado as done. More
information here.

·       Additional Testing Resources: FDA Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ) and 24/7 technical assistance for labs (1-888-463-6332).

 

Project Airbridge State & County-Level Data

Prior to today’s briefing, each governor and staff received State- and county-specific
information on personal protection equipment (PPE) and other critical supplies
being distributed to healthcare providers through the normal commercial supplier
distribution system as the result of Project Airbridge and additional commercial
supply chain acquisitions. The PPE was distributed to healthcare facilities in your
State through the normal commercial supplier distribution system. Project
Airbridge has greatly helped expedite sourcing of key materials from around the
world and more efficiently distribute these vital resources to hospitals, nursing
homes, long-term care facilities, pre-hospital medical services, state and local
governments, and other facilities critical to caring for the American people during
this pandemic. If you need this state-Specific information re-sent, please let me
know.

 

*BEST PRACTICE*: Vice President Pence and Amb. Birx both highlighted the



leadership of Governor Ron DeSantis (FL) for Florida’s informative and user
friendly COVID-19 website. You can find the website here.

 

Below, you will find additional information and resources mentioned on
today’s briefing call:

·       Contacting Your FEMA Regional Administrator

·       Recommendations to Re-Open Health Care Systems in Areas with Low
Incidence of COVID-19

·       CISA Releases Version 3.0 of Guidance on Essential Critical Infrastructure
Workers

·       FEMA COVID-19 Best Practices

·       Leading Testing Practices from & for Our Nation’s Governors

 

If you have any additional questions, please reach out to the Office of the Vice
President or White House Intergovernmental Affairs Office.

 

Intergovernmental Affairs Office

Name Cell Phone Email
Doug Hoelscher 202-881-8950 Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov
Nic Pottebaum 202-881-7803 Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

Zach Swint 202-881-6717 Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov
Ella Campana 202-881-7298 Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov

 

Office of the Vice President
Name Cell Phone Email

Tucker Obenshain 202-881-6217 Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov

 

Thanks,

Nic

 

--



Nicholas D. Pottebaum

Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-2132 | C: 202-881-7803| E: Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov

 

Slow the Spread

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

 

Contacting Your FEMA Regional Administrator

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has activated the National
Response Coordination Center (NRCC) 24/7. All requests to the Federal
government must be formally communicated by your State emergency
manager to your FEMA Regional Administrator. This is the same process as
natural disasters (e.g., hurricane recovery, flood recovery, tornado recovery, etc.).

 

Please ensure your State is reporting key information from their State emergency
manager to the FEMA Regional Administrator. Most States are reporting this data
on a daily basis, which is appreciated and we ask you to take action to ensure
your State continues doing this on a regular basis. This reporting includes:

·       Daily broad healthcare capacity data reporting on key hospital capacity and
ventilator use metrics.

·       Daily State's stockpile inventory and hospital PPE supplies to assist with our
prioritization of supplies and equipment deliveries to areas most in need.

 

Recommendations to Re-Open Health Care Systems in Areas with Low
Incidence of COVID-19

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) issued new recommendations
specifically targeted to communities that are in Phase 1 of the Guidelines for
President Trump’s Opening Up America Again with low incidence or relatively low
and stable incidence of COVID-19 cases. The recommendations update earlier



guidance provided by CMS on limiting non-essential surgeries and medical
procedures. The new CMS guidelines recommend a gradual transition and
encourage health care providers to coordinate with local and state public health
officials, and to review the availability of personal protective equipment (PPE) and
other supplies, workforce availability, facility readiness, and testing capacity when
making the decision to re-start or increase in-person care. Recommendations can be
found here.

 

CISA Releases Version 3.0 of Guidance on Essential Critical
Infrastructure Workers

The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) released version 3.0 of
the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workers guidance to help State and local
jurisdictions and the private sector identify and manage their essential workforce
while responding to COVID-19. Version 3.0 of the guidance clarifies and expands
critical infrastructure workers in several categories and provides additional
information as considerations for both government and business. The guidance can
be found here.

·       As a reminder, the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) has
released guidance for implementing safety practices for critical infrastructure
workers who may have had exposure to a person with suspected or confirmed
COVID-19.

 
FEMA COVID-19 Best Practices
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) are collecting and sharing best practices and lessons learned
from the whole-of-America response to COVID-19. The best practices are intended to help
medical practitioners, emergency managers, and other critical stakeholders learn from
each other’s approaches and apply solutions to current response and recovery operations.
The FEMA Coronavirus Emergency Management Best Practices page provides a
one-stop shop to explore best practices and lessons learned across all levels of
government, private sector, academic institutions, professional associations, and other
organizations. Key best practices for States include:

·       Personal Protective Equipment Preservation

·       Strategies for Optimizing the Supply of N95 Respirators

·       Recovery Planning and Implementation Financial Management
Guide

 

Leading Testing Practices from & for Our Nation’s Governors

Below are leading practice from and for our Nation’s governors who are leveraging
enhanced testing, improving community monitoring and contact tracing. We



welcome learning more about your State’s best practices.

·       Gov. Doug Ducey (AZ) announced antibody testing for 250,000 health
professionals and first responders through a partnership between the state of
Arizona and the University of Arizona following Federal approval.

·       Gov. Gavin Newsom (CA) announced a new testing task force creating
5-7 high-capacity testing “hubs” through a partnership with U.C. San Diego and
U.C. Davis.

·       Gov. Andy Beshear (KY) announced a public-private testing
partnership with Kroeger to expand drive-through COVID-19 with the goal of
testing 20,000 people in five weeks. UPS and Gravity Diagnostics are working to
provide test results in 48 hours.

·       Gov. Ron DeSantis (FL) announced major expansions to statewide
testing with the goal of opening up additional testing sites and expanding spot
testing by enlisting members of the Florida National Guard to test in Florida
nursing homes and long-term care facilities.

·       Gov. Kim Reynolds (IA) worked with the University of Iowa Hospitals
and Clinics to leverage further testing capacity at an academic institution. Gov.
Reynolds also announced Iowa is dispatching state employees to assist in
contact tracing.

·       Governor Eric Holcomb (IN) announced additional free drive-thru
testing clinics.

·       Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (MI) announced 13 new or expanded COVID-
19 drive-thru testing sites in partnership with Michigan Primary Care
Association, 11 health centers, and NxGen MDX Laboratory. Additionally,
Michigan is partnering with Walmart to expand drive-thru testing sites. Walmart
has announce additional partnerships in 10 total states.

·       Gov. Doug Burgum (ND) announced pilot project to expand COVID-
19 testing and improve tracing to slow spread of virus.

·       Gov. Pete Ricketts (NE) worked with the Nebraska State Health Lab in
maximizing reagent by pooling multiple people's COVID-19 samples together,
saving resources and time.

·       Gov. Andrew Cuomo (NY) signed an executive order to expand antibody
testing that will expand the number of people who are eligible to conduct the
coronavirus antibody test.

·       Governor Mike DeWine (OH) worked with the Ohio State University
Wexler Medical Center to expand and accelerate testing creating a sterile
solution to transport testing swaps (called viral transport media) that



stabilizes the virus, and has worked with university engineering and dentistry
departments to 3D print more than 50,000 swabs for tests.

·       Gov. Greg Abbott (TX) announced Walgreens drive-thru testing site
sites in Texas. Walgreens is operating additional sites in Arizona, Florida,
Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, and Tennessee.

·       Gov. Bill (TN) expanded testing options by establishing 15 drive-
through testing sites across the State available to anyone. In addition to drive-
through testing sites, Tennesseans can get a test free of charge, five days a
week at every rural county health department in the state.

·       Gov. Gina Raimondo (RI), Gov. Charlie Baker (MA), Gov. Brian
Kemp (GA) have all announced a rapid COVID-19 tests partnership with
CVS Health.

·       Governor Jim Justice (WV) ordered all nursing home residents and
staff statewide to be tested for COVID-19.

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor



From: Haberman - CDOT, Daniel on behalf of Haberman - CDOT, Daniel <daniel.haberman@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Good job
Date: Monday, April 20, 2020 4:11:56 PM

I just want to thank you I think you’re doing a great job with the covid-19 keep up the good
work thank you.
-- 

Dan Haberman
TM III Pueblo. John Area 
Cell 719-289-1834
Daniel.Haberman@state.co.us  





transparency on all testing options, and manage the workflow to maximize all
testing capacity through high-throughput platforms.

 

·         State-by-State Testing Platform Information (see below)

·         State-Specific High & Low Throughput Machine Location Map (see attached
PDF)

·         State-Specific High & Low Throughput Machine Location Details (see
attached Excel File)

·         Testing Approach Update Slide Deck (see attachment)

 

Separately, you are receiving this morning updated Project Airbridge State &
County-Level Data from the Office of the Vice President (Tucker Obenshain;
Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov).

 

State-by-State Testing Platform Information

Over the past four weeks the White House Coronavirus Task Force (WHCTF) has
worked with diagnostic manufacturers and commercial laboratories to continuously
expand COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2) diagnostic tests for existing nucleic acid testing
platforms. Eight different platforms now have COVID-19 tests available and many of
your labs in your state now have these tests available. An additional platform will
move forward within 7-10 days. Under the direction of the WHCTF, a coordinated
interagency team of senior scientific and public health personnel has performed an
in-depth review of laboratory diagnostic capacity based on the State’s testing
platforms that can perform COVID-19 tests across the United States. Much of the
capacity is outside of the State’s Public Health Laboratory.  This analysis
has resulted in a State-by-State inventory of diagnostic testing platforms, each
platform’s maximum throughput capacity, and each instrument’s geo-location, as
provided by its manufacturer. We are providing you with the information we have
developed for your State.  Please keep in mind this is proprietary
information to the companies who have provided it and, while we are
sharing it with the companies’ permission, the companies have asked
that states keep this information confidential. 

 

At the same time we have been in touch with many of your laboratory directors and
the American Society of Microbiologists (ASM) to document and understand the
barriers for full utilization. We are working together to address the issues that have
been raised from technical support, to insufficient laboratory personnel, to



insufficient funding, to swabs, transport media, tubes, extraction reagents and test
kits.  Each lab has unique requirements and we have a team talking with each
laboratory to understand together how to increase our partnership and together
address the often specific and unique issue as well as some overarching issues.

 

As we work together to support the optimal use of the diagnostic assets in your
state, it may also be helpful to consider locations that could act as regional testing
centers in order to service specific, targeted geographies within your State in a hub
and spoke manner than can help provide technical support and communication
across the State.  The platforms are a mix of high and low throughput of tests with
differential turn-around times and will need to strategically be matched to daily
needs. The development of an integrated lab strategy in your State will
allow for a more efficient use of diagnostic reagents, facilitate optimal
workflows and workforce utilization, and provide more continuity of
testing capacity with defined turnaround times for results. Rapid and
efficient testing will help identify pockets of viral emergence and allow
for rapid contact tracing and effective control.  

 

Governors are critical in the leadership of the testing ecosystems in their States,
including scaling and utilizing all testing capacity, improving transparency on all
testing options, managing the workflow to maximize all testing capacity through
high-throughput platforms, bolstering contact tracing, and ensuring supply chain
management of critical resources and healthcare capacity. We want to thank you for
your leadership in this endeavor. 

 

Finally, we are holding a State-Federal COVID-19 testing technical assistance
briefing call on Tuesday, April 21 at 1:30 p.m. Eastern Time for State leaders and
staff with members of the White House Coronavirus Task Force, U.S. Department of
Health & Human Services (HHS), U.S. Food & Drug Administration, and Centers
for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC). You can register for the call here.

 

Intergovernmental Affairs Office Contact Information

Name Cell Phone Email
Doug Hoelscher Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov
Nic Pottebaum Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
Zach Swint Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov
Ella Campana Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov
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Name Cell Phone Email
Tucker Obenshain Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov

 

Slow the Spread

 

 

Ella Campana

Deputy Associate Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

Cell: 202.881.7298 ǀ E: Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov

 

 

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor



From: Cox - GOVOffice, Ali on behalf of Cox - GOVOffice, Ali <ali.cox@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice;  Jared; Eve Lieberman - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: INVITE: Governor-Only Briefing Call/VTC with the Vice President on Monday April 20 at 11:00 a.m. ET
Date: Monday, April 20, 2020 9:03:05 AM
Attachments: US and Italy Comparison .pdf

image001.png

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2020 at 8:57 AM
Subject: RE: INVITE: Governor-Only Briefing Call/VTC with the Vice President on Monday
April 20 at 11:00 a.m. ET
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, Campana, Ariella
M. EOP/WHO <Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>, Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP
<Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>

All,

Please see the attached slide on a comparison of the U.S. and Italy.

Regards,

Zach Swint

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

The White House

C: (202) 881-6717 | E: Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

 

From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO 
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2020 11:49 AM
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Campana, Ariella M.
EOP/WHO <Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP
<Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>
Subject: INVITE: Governor-Only Briefing Call/VTC with the Vice President on Monday April 20 at
11:00 a.m. ET

 



 

Governor’s Senior Staff (Chief of Staff, State-Federal Director, and Scheduler),

 

Our Nation’s Governors are invited to a Governors-only Briefing Call (with a video
teleconference option) with Vice President Mike Pence and Senior Administration Officials
on Monday, April 20, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. Eastern Time for an update on the Federal-State-
Local efforts to respond to COVID-19.

 

Briefing Call/VTC Details

·         Date: Monday, April 20, 2020

·         Time: 11:00 a.m. Eastern Time

·        Expected Length: 60-90 minutes  

o   Please communicate if your governor is expected to be late or depart early from
the call.

·         Federal Participants: President Trump & Senior Administration Officials

·         Reminder Governors-Only (i.e., one call-in per state): Participation in this call is
for governors only, but we encourage governors to be joined by their respective state
health officer, homeland security advisor, emergency manager, state economic
development directors, state workforce directors, other key state leaders in the state’s
response and re-opening efforts to COVID-19. Interactions will be limited only to
governors and Federal leaders.

·         Video Teleconference Option: If possible, we encourage your governor to
participate by VTC. Participation by VTC allows governors and federal speakers to
interact more efficiently. Any governor who wants to participate in this briefing via video
teleconference (VTC), indicate so in the RSVP. FEMA has worked with your emergency
manager to identify VTC capabilities in your state and we can provide you that
information.

 

NOTE: We ask if your governor needs to leave early or arrive late to the call, that you









From: Lieberman - GOVOffice, Eve on behalf of Lieberman - GOVOffice, Eve <eve.lieberman@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; 
Subject: Fwd: INVITE: Governor-Only Briefing Call/VTC with the Vice President on Monday April 20 at 11:00 a.m. ET
Date: Monday, April 20, 2020 9:02:00 AM
Attachments: US and Italy Comparison .pdf

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2020 at 8:57 AM
Subject: RE: INVITE: Governor-Only Briefing Call/VTC with the Vice President on Monday
April 20 at 11:00 a.m. ET
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, Campana, Ariella
M. EOP/WHO <Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>, Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP
<Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>

All,

Please see the attached slide on a comparison of the U.S. and Italy.

Regards,

Zach Swint

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

The White House

C: (202) 881-6717 | E: Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

 

From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO 
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2020 11:49 AM
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Campana, Ariella M.
EOP/WHO <Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP
<Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>
Subject: INVITE: Governor-Only Briefing Call/VTC with the Vice President on Monday April 20 at
11:00 a.m. ET

 













·         State-Specific High & Low Throughput Machine Location Map (see attached
PDF)

·         State-Specific High & Low Throughput Machine Location Details (see attached
Excel File)

·         Testing Approach Update Slide Deck (see attachment)

 

Separately, you are receiving this morning updated Project Airbridge State & County-
Level Data from the Office of the Vice President (Tucker Obenshain;
Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov).

 

State-by-State Testing Platform Information

Over the past four weeks the White House Coronavirus Task Force (WHCTF) has
worked with diagnostic manufacturers and commercial laboratories to continuously
expand COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2) diagnostic tests for existing nucleic acid testing
platforms. Eight different platforms now have COVID-19 tests available and many of
your labs in your state now have these tests available. An additional platform will
move forward within 7-10 days. Under the direction of the WHCTF, a coordinated
interagency team of senior scientific and public health personnel has performed an in-
depth review of laboratory diagnostic capacity based on the State’s testing platforms
that can perform COVID-19 tests across the United States. Much of the capacity is
outside of the State’s Public Health Laboratory.  This analysis has resulted in a
State-by-State inventory of diagnostic testing platforms, each platform’s maximum
throughput capacity, and each instrument’s geo-location, as provided by its
manufacturer. We are providing you with the information we have developed for your
State.  Please keep in mind this is proprietary information to the
companies who have provided it and, while we are sharing it with the
companies’ permission, the companies have asked that states keep this
information confidential. 

 

At the same time we have been in touch with many of your laboratory directors and
the American Society of Microbiologists (ASM) to document and understand the
barriers for full utilization. We are working together to address the issues that have
been raised from technical support, to insufficient laboratory personnel, to
insufficient funding, to swabs, transport media, tubes, extraction reagents and test
kits.  Each lab has unique requirements and we have a team talking with each
laboratory to understand together how to increase our partnership and together
address the often specific and unique issue as well as some overarching issues.

 



As we work together to support the optimal use of the diagnostic assets in your state,
it may also be helpful to consider locations that could act as regional testing centers in
order to service specific, targeted geographies within your State in a hub and spoke
manner than can help provide technical support and communication across the State. 
The platforms are a mix of high and low throughput of tests with differential turn-
around times and will need to strategically be matched to daily needs. The
development of an integrated lab strategy in your State will allow for a
more efficient use of diagnostic reagents, facilitate optimal workflows
and workforce utilization, and provide more continuity of testing capacity
with defined turnaround times for results. Rapid and efficient testing will
help identify pockets of viral emergence and allow for rapid contact
tracing and effective control.  

 

Governors are critical in the leadership of the testing ecosystems in their States,
including scaling and utilizing all testing capacity, improving transparency on all
testing options, managing the workflow to maximize all testing capacity through high-
throughput platforms, bolstering contact tracing, and ensuring supply chain
management of critical resources and healthcare capacity. We want to thank you for
your leadership in this endeavor. 

 

Finally, we are holding a State-Federal COVID-19 testing technical assistance briefing
call on Tuesday, April 21 at 1:30 p.m. Eastern Time for State leaders and staff with
members of the White House Coronavirus Task Force, U.S. Department of Health &
Human Services (HHS), U.S. Food & Drug Administration, and Centers for Disease
Control & Prevention (CDC). You can register for the call here.

 

Intergovernmental Affairs Office Contact Information

Name Cell Phone Email
Doug Hoelscher Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov
Nic Pottebaum Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
Zach Swint Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov
Ella Campana Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov

 

Office of the Vice President Contact Information

Name Cell Phone Email
Tucker Obenshain Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov

 



Slow the Spread

 

 

Ella Campana

Deputy Associate Director

White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

Cell: 202.881.7298 ǀ E: Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov

 

 

-- 
Eve Lieberman
Chief Policy Advisor and Legislative Counsel

C 202.281.0136    
200 E. Colfax Ave. Denver CO 80203
eve.lieberman@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor
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FDA has expanded testing options to address 
supply needs

• Swabs
• Initially, nasopharyngeal (NP) swabs were used
• In March, FDA expanded options to oropharyngeal (OP) swabs if NP swabs not available
• In March, anterior nares sampling was added, using foam swabs
• In April, anterior nares sampling expanded to include spun polyester swabs,

which are more readily available and manufacturable at scale

• Transport media
• Initially, universal transit media (UTM) and viral transit media (VTM) were used
• In March, alternative transport media added, including Amies-based and saline
• In March FDA said labs can make their own VTM (CDC recipe)
• In April, alternative solution options further expanded

• FDA stated labs should not reject samples regardless of swab type



COVID-19 TESTING

Monthly Capacity 
Testing by State



COVID-19 TESTING

Test Capacity Per 
Month Per 1,000 
People by State





From: Campana, Ariella M. EOP/WHO on behalf of Campana, Ariella M. EOP/WHO <Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>
To: " @state.co.us"; @state.co.us"; "Eli.Rosen@state.co.us"; "eve.lieberman@state.co.us";

"Ali.cox@state.co.us"; "jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us"; "mike.willis@state.co.us"
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP; Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO
Subject: Read Ahead - April 20, 2020 Governors" Briefing with the Vice President on COVID-19 -- CO
Date: Monday, April 20, 2020 8:04:33 AM
Attachments: Testing Update Slide Deck - 04-20-2020.pdf

Colorado High & Low Throughput Machine Locations.pdf
Colorado Laboratory Report.xlsx
image001.png

This Information is Being Provided on Behalf of the White House
Coronavirus Task Force

 

Governor and Senior Staff,
 
As a read ahead for today’s briefing with the Vice President, below and attached is State-by-
State testing platform information. This information will allow each governor and state
officials to scale and utilize all testing capacity, improve transparency on all testing options,
and manage the workflow to maximize all testing capacity through high-throughput
platforms.
 
·         State-by-State Testing Platform Information (see below)
·         State-Specific High & Low Throughput Machine Location Map (see attached PDF)
·         State-Specific High & Low Throughput Machine Location Details (see attached Excel

File)
·         Testing Approach Update Slide Deck (see attachment)
 
Separately, you are receiving this morning updated Project Airbridge State & County-Level
Data from the Office of the Vice President (Tucker Obenshain;
Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov).
 
State-by-State Testing Platform Information
Over the past four weeks the White House Coronavirus Task Force (WHCTF) has worked
with diagnostic manufacturers and commercial laboratories to continuously expand
COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2) diagnostic tests for existing nucleic acid testing platforms. Eight
different platforms now have COVID-19 tests available and many of your labs in your state
now have these tests available. An additional platform will move forward within 7-10 days.
Under the direction of the WHCTF, a coordinated interagency team of senior scientific and
public health personnel has performed an in-depth review of laboratory diagnostic capacity
based on the State’s testing platforms that can perform COVID-19 tests across the United
States. Much of the capacity is outside of the State’s Public Health Laboratory. 
This analysis has resulted in a State-by-State inventory of diagnostic testing platforms, each
platform’s maximum throughput capacity, and each instrument’s geo-location, as provided
by its manufacturer. We are providing you with the information we have developed for your
State.  Please keep in mind this is proprietary information to the companies
who have provided it and, while we are sharing it with the companies’



permission, the companies have asked that states keep this information
confidential. 
 
At the same time we have been in touch with many of your laboratory directors and the
American Society of Microbiologists (ASM) to document and understand the barriers for
full utilization. We are working together to address the issues that have been raised from
technical support, to insufficient laboratory personnel, to insufficient funding, to swabs,
transport media, tubes, extraction reagents and test kits.  Each lab has unique requirements
and we have a team talking with each laboratory to understand together how to increase our
partnership and together address the often specific and unique issue as well as some
overarching issues.
 
As we work together to support the optimal use of the diagnostic assets in your state, it may
also be helpful to consider locations that could act as regional testing centers in order to
service specific, targeted geographies within your State in a hub and spoke manner than can
help provide technical support and communication across the State.  The platforms are a
mix of high and low throughput of tests with differential turn-around times and will need to
strategically be matched to daily needs. The development of an integrated lab
strategy in your State will allow for a more efficient use of diagnostic reagents,
facilitate optimal workflows and workforce utilization, and provide more
continuity of testing capacity with defined turnaround times for results. Rapid
and efficient testing will help identify pockets of viral emergence and allow for
rapid contact tracing and effective control.  
 
Governors are critical in the leadership of the testing ecosystems in their States, including
scaling and utilizing all testing capacity, improving transparency on all testing options,
managing the workflow to maximize all testing capacity through high-throughput
platforms, bolstering contact tracing, and ensuring supply chain management of critical
resources and healthcare capacity. We want to thank you for your leadership in this
endeavor. 
 
Finally, we are holding a State-Federal COVID-19 testing technical assistance briefing call
on Tuesday, April 21 at 1:30 p.m. Eastern Time for State leaders and staff with members of
the White House Coronavirus Task Force, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
(HHS), U.S. Food & Drug Administration, and Centers for Disease Control & Prevention
(CDC). You can register for the call here.
 
Intergovernmental Affairs Office Contact Information

Name Cell Phone Email
Doug Hoelscher Douglas.L.Hoelscher@who.eop.gov
Nic Pottebaum Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov
Zach Swint Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov
Ella Campana Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov

 
Office of the Vice President Contact Information

Name Cell Phone Email
Tucker Obenshain Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov

 
Slow the Spread
 
 
Ella Campana



Deputy Associate Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
Cell: 202.881.7298 ǀ E: Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov
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FDA has expanded testing options to address 
supply needs

• Swabs
• Initially, nasopharyngeal (NP) swabs were used
• In March, FDA expanded options to oropharyngeal (OP) swabs if NP swabs not available
• In March, anterior nares sampling was added, using foam swabs
• In April, anterior nares sampling expanded to include spun polyester swabs,

which are more readily available and manufacturable at scale

• Transport media
• Initially, universal transit media (UTM) and viral transit media (VTM) were used
• In March, alternative transport media added, including Amies-based and saline
• In March FDA said labs can make their own VTM (CDC recipe)
• In April, alternative solution options further expanded

• FDA stated labs should not reject samples regardless of swab type



COVID-19 TESTING

Monthly Capacity 
Testing by State



COVID-19 TESTING

Test Capacity Per 
Month Per 1,000 
People by State







 

Each positive case requires highly variable amounts of time. It depends on travel and
movement of the individual. City government follows up with every case. Each person
that tests positive must go to a treatment facility. Every person that has come in contact
with a confirmed case is either home quarantined or assigned to a quarantine facility for
2 weeks. This involves twice daily phone calls and GPS phone tracking. There are
severe fines in place for violating the quarantine.”

 

 

 

Jonathan M. Samet, M.D., M.S.

Dean and Professor

Colorado School of Public Health 

13001 E. 17th Place | Fitzsimons Bldg, 3rd Fl, Rm C3000 | Aurora, CO 80045 

For USPS, please include Mailstop B119

 

Phone: 303.724.7304

jon.samet@cuanschutz.edu | http://publichealth.ucdenver.edu

 

For appointments and scheduling please contact:

Margaret Chiu

Phone: 303.724.4450 | margaret.chiu@cuanschutz.edu

 

Connect with us online: ColoradoSPH News 

 







I've also attached a graph for the state, although modeling at a more granular level seems more
useful.  Certainly this falls under the category of "All models are wrong, some are useful". 
Right now the model only uses the number of daily cases, but it's possible the model could be
improved with better data (number of hospitalizations, using data from onset of cases rather
than the reported date, etc)

Finally, I am not an epidemiologist, although my background is in Statistics (I'm currently a
Data Scientist at Google, and I live in Denver).  I would be interested in volunteering my time
to help work on this if it is of interest.  There are others at my company who are working on
improvements to this as well.

Thank you for considering this and I hope the state will be developing something similar.  

Again, thank you for all that you are doing.

-Scott Gilpin

References:
The Metric We Need To Manage COVID-19
New York Time: The Lockdown Can't Last Forever.  Here's How to Lift It.
Real Time Tracking for Hong Kong
Real Time Bayesian Estimation of the Epidemic Potential of Emerging Infectious Diseases
Estimated R_t for Colorado (data through April 16th)
Estimated R_t for Six Counties in the Denver Metro Area (data through April 16th) 

-- 
Rachel K. Herlihy, MD, MPH
Communicable Disease Branch Chief & State Epidemiologist
Division of Disease Control & Environmental Epidemiology

P 303.692.6327 | F 303.691.6118 | C 303.562.5050
4300 Cherry Creek South Drive, Denver, CO 80246-1530
rachel.herlihy@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe



For media inquiries regarding the State of Colorado's response to COVID-19, please
email media_info@state.co.us or call 303-900-2849.  

Members of the public should contact CO-HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-2911, for answers in
many languages, or email them at COHELP@RMPDC.org for answers in English.



From: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice on behalf of Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>
To: @state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: Please let us know what you"re hearing?
Date: Saturday, April 18, 2020 1:02:41 PM

 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey" <kacey.wulff@state.co.us>
Date: April 18, 2020 at 12:43:58 PM MDT
To: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>
Subject: Fwd:  Please let us know what you're hearing?

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
Date: Fri, Apr 17, 2020 at 7:17 PM
Subject: Re: Please let us know what you're hearing?
To: John M. Douglas <jmdouglas@tchd.org>, Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
<rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>, Kacey Wulff - GOVOffice
<kacey.wulff@state.co.us>
Cc: Zayach, Jeff <jzayach@bouldercounty.org>, France - Cdphe, Eric
<eric.france@state.co.us>, Bill Burman, MD <Bill.Burman@dhha.org>, Bob
McDonald (Bob.McDonald@denvergov.org) (Bob.McDonald@denvergov.org)
<Bob.McDonald@denvergov.org>, Dr. Mark Johnson
<mjohnson@co.jefferson.co.us>, Jason Vahling <jvahling@broomfield.org>,
Mark Wallace <mwallace@co.weld.co.us>, MPH REHS Tom Gonzales
(tgonzales@larimer.org) <tgonzales@larimer.org>

Thanks John,
This is good feedback.  Do you think we could increase the utility of the
symptom tracker with a few tweaks or is it a bigger issue?  We are open
to suggestions.  I will copy Rachel and Kacey here. Thanks, Jill

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      



4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing. 

Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 

P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.

Due to the COVID-19 response I may be delayed in responding to your
email.

For specific information, please call the CDPHE Call Center at 303-
692-2130.

For general questions about COVID-19: Call CO-Help at 303-389-1687 or
1-877-462-2911 or email COHELP@RMPDC.org.  

Additional information can at any of the following resources:
CDPHE COVID-19
CDPHE Local Public Health Contacts
CDC
WHO

On Fri, Apr 17, 2020 at 7:02 PM John M. Douglas <jmdouglas@tchd.org> wrote:

Jeff

Thanks for articulating this concern on behalf of all of us.

If the Governor chooses to discontinue his current public health orders before a
state plan has been developed  and well-defined key public health parameters
are in place, I am concerned that we will lose much of the progress that has
been made through the pain of many over the past several weeks. At the very
least, we will be significantly distracted from the daunting task of developing
sufficient case investigation/contact tracing capability in a short timeframe,
something that has been attended to much less effectively than the testing
component----important to note that our staff who have evaluated the Symptom
Tracker don’t believe that it has near-term potential to increase our efficiency
very much at all (we will be sharing our estimates of workforce needed
tomorrow in a separate email).

 

John

 

John M. Douglas, Jr., MD



 

Executive Director

Tri-County Health Department

6162 S. Willow Drive, Suite 100

Greenwood Village, CO  80111

 

720-200-1535

 

From: Zayach, Jeff <jzayach@bouldercounty.org> 
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2020 6:46 PM
To: Jill Hunsaker-Ryan (jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us)
<jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>; France - Cdphe, Eric
<eric.france@state.co.us>
Cc: Bill Burman, MD <Bill.Burman@dhha.org>; Bob McDonald
(Bob.McDonald@denvergov.org) (Bob.McDonald@denvergov.org)
<Bob.McDonald@denvergov.org>; Dr. Mark Johnson
<mjohnson@co.jefferson.co.us>; Jason Vahling <jvahling@broomfield.org>;
John M. Douglas <jmdouglas@tchd.org>; Mark Wallace
<mwallace@co.weld.co.us>; MPH REHS Tom Gonzales
(tgonzales@larimer.org) <tgonzales@larimer.org>; Zayach, Jeff
<jzayach@bouldercounty.org>
Subject: Please let us know what you're hearing?
Importance: High

 

Hi Jill,

 

There are several Directors whose city managers have heard from the call with
the Governor yesterday that the Governor is likely to turn things back over to
the local agencies after the 26th.  We are all very worried about this and this
would set us up for a patchwork of different approaches and only significantly
add to the increased work and could easily facilitate the spread of the virus. 

 

WE are clearly hoping that this is not accurate and if it is accurate we need to
know soon so we can make sure we are advocating against what would be a
colossal failure at least from my opinion.  Any information from you directly
regarding this would be very much appreciated!



 

Thanks and hope you can get some rest this weekend,

 

Jeffrey J. Zayach,MS

Executive Director

Boulder County Public Health

3450 Broadway

Boulder, CO 80304

Work: 303-441-1456

jzayach@bouldercounty.org

www.bouldercountyhealth.org

Pronouns: He/Him/His

 

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor





Subject: Framework for Re-opening
To: jwant@petersonhealthcare.org <jwant@petersonhealthcare.org>, jill.ryan@state.co.us
<jill.ryan@state.co.us>
Cc: Michele Lueck <lueckm@coloradohealthinstitute.org>, Jeff Zayach - Boulder
<jzayach@bouldercounty.org>, Tom Gonzales <gonzaltr@co.larimer.co.us>, Heath Harmon
<heath.harmon@eaglecounty.us>, Liane Jollon - San Juan Basin Public Health
(LJollon@sjbpublichealth.org) <LJollon@sjbpublichealth.org>, kacey.wulff@state.co.us
<kacey.wulff@state.co.us>, Katie O'Donnell <odonnekm@co.larimer.co.us>

Jill and Jay,

Attached please find the Framework for Re-opening.

 

Thank you will both be sharing this with the Governor’s office.

 

Please let me know if you need anything else

 

Theresa (Tracy) Anselmo

Executive Director
1385 S. Colorado Blvd., Bldg. A, Suite 622      
Denver, CO 80222

p: 303.861.4995
d: 720.398.5520

c:  720.301.4441

Due to the COVID-19 response, I may be delayed in responding to your email.

For information about 2019 novel coronavirus (COVID-19) visit
https://covid19.colorado.gov/ or call the COHELP line at 877-462-2911

 





 

CC: Kacey Wulff, Jill Hunsaker Ryan, Jay Want, Michele Lueck                                              1385 S. Colorado Blvd, #622 
Denver, CO 80222 

(303) 861-4995 

 
 
 

The Honorable Jared Polis,  
The Governor of Colorado 
200 East Colfax Avenue 
Denver, CO 80203 
 
Dear Governor Polis, 
 
The Colorado Association of Local Public Health Officials represents every public health agency on the 
frontlines of the COVID-19 response, serving every county and every person in the state of Colorado.  
 
We are writing to present an evidence-based, data-driven, best practice public health approach to 
relaxing stay-at-home orders and other limitations on commerce and social activity. This framework was 
developed using a number of reference documents including AEI’s National Coronavirus Response A 
Roadmap to Reopening, When and How to Close due to COVID-19 Spread from Prevent Pandemics, and 
the Occupational Safety and Health Administration Guidance on Preparing Workplaces for COVID-19.  
 
First let us say that throughout all of this, we believe that continued use of face-coverings is critical to 
any phase of reopening prior to the availability of pharmaceutical interventions (vaccines). Page one of 
this framework lays out the specific indicators that, if completely met, could lead communities to 
consider degrees of re-opening.  Page two describes the approach to reopening and identifies the crucial 
triggers and conditions to be met as communities evaluate critical businesses readiness to phase in 
reopening. believe that by using this checklist format and referencing familiar iconography and the 
metaphor of Colorado’s ski industry the basic message is clear.    
 
While additional guidance and detail will need to be created and agreed upon for some of the protocols, 
you can see that this approach can address the immediate need of getting a plan in place to begin 
relaxing the stay-at-home orders, while giving public health the opportunity to research and develop 
guidance that is meaningful, widely applicable across all counties and remains protective of the public’s 
health.  
 
We appreciate this opportunity to present to you this model that represents the power of public 
health’s thought partnership and collaboration. Please do not hesitate to contact us with additional 
questions.  
 
Yours in health,  

 
Liane Jollon, RN                                                                 Jason Vahling, MPH 
Executive Director                                                        Director, Broomfield Public Health Department  
San Juan Basin Public Health Department               Health and Human Services 
President, Colorado Association of Local              President Elect, Colorado Association of Local 









From: Allie Kimmel - GOV Office on behalf of Allie Kimmel - GOV Office <allie.kimmel@state.co.us>
To: Tom McGimpsey
Cc: @state.co.us; @state.co.us; Lauren.larson@state.co.us; Weaver - GOVOffice, Kachina;

Commissioners DHE email; Angie Paccione; Ben Boggs
Subject: Re: Letter from the Colorado Commission on Higher Education
Date: Friday, April 17, 2020 7:07:48 AM

Dear Commissioner McGimpsey, 

Thank you so much for this letter and your advocacy. We appreciate it and will let you know
if we have any questions or would like to discuss further. 

Thanks again to all of you for your work in this difficult time! 

Allie 

On Thu, Apr 16, 2020 at 6:13 PM Tom McGimpsey <Tom.McGimpsey@dhe.state.co.us>
wrote:

Dear Governor Polis:

 

As members of the Colorado Commission on Higher Education
(Commission), we thank you for your leadership during this
extraordinary time. Please find attached a letter from the Commission
requesting your support for four higher education initiatives within the
Department of Higher Education to help Coloradans address the
recession resulting from COVID-19.

 

Thank you for your consideration of our request! Please feel free to
reach out (or have your staff reach out) to me or any member of the
Commission at any time.

 

Best regards,

 

Tom McGimpsey, Chair

Colorado Commission on Higher Education

Cell 970-227-0715





From: Tom McGimpsey on behalf of Tom McGimpsey <Tom.McGimpsey@dhe.state.co.us>
To: @state.co.us @state.co.us; Lauren.larson@state.co.us; Allie Kimmel - GOVOffice; Weaver -

GOVOffice, Kachina
Cc: Commissioners DHE email; Angie Paccione; Ben Boggs
Subject: Letter from the Colorado Commission on Higher Education
Date: Thursday, April 16, 2020 6:14:34 PM
Attachments: CCHE Legislative Support Letter (April 16, 2020).pdf

Dear Governor Polis:
 
As members of the Colorado Commission on Higher Education
(Commission), we thank you for your leadership during this
extraordinary time. Please find attached a letter from the Commission
requesting your support for four higher education initiatives within the
Department of Higher Education to help Coloradans address the
recession resulting from COVID-19.
 
Thank you for your consideration of our request! Please feel free to
reach out (or have your staff reach out) to me or any member of the
Commission at any time.
 
Best regards,
 
Tom McGimpsey, Chair
Colorado Commission on Higher Education
Cell 970-227-0715
 

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent to or from this state-owned
e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure. Please note that views expressed by the
Commission may not necessarily represent the Colorado Department of Higher Education.









From: Silverman - CDA, Steve on behalf of Silverman - CDA, Steve <steve.silverman@state.co.us>
To: @state.co.us
Subject: A note of support
Date: Thursday, April 16, 2020 8:28:27 AM

Good morning, Governor.  I hesitate to add to your in-box during this challenging time, but I
feel compelled to offer my support and gratitude for your leadership in dealing with the
COVID-19 crisis.  As this crisis has persisted, Kate and I have truly appreciated your frequent
public support of food and agriculture issues, including especially support for our efforts at the
Colorado Department of Ag.  And the way you have handled your press conferences has been
inspiring to all of us.  They are required watching for all citizens of Colorado.  I was
particularly moved by your response to the odious question yesterday about Nazism and the
holocaust.  You make us extremely proud to be Coloradans and we are grateful for your
leadership.  Be well and stay strong.  --Steve

Steve Silverman
Deputy Commissioner of Agriculture

P 303.869.9004  |  F 303.466.2867
305 Interlocken Parkway, Broomfield, CO 80021
steve.silverman@state.co.us  |  www.colorado.gov/ag



From: Young - CST, Treasurer on behalf of Young - CST, Treasurer <treasurer.young@state.co.us>
To: steven.mnuchin@treasury.gov; jovita.carranza@sba.gov
Cc: daniel.nordberg@sba.gov; kristin mollet@bennet.senate.gov; Amy Barrera@gardner.senate.gov;

Hannah.Katz@mail.house.gov; madeline.douglas@mail.house.gov; Agustina.Pardal@mail.house.gov;
Ansley.Braden@mail.house.gov; maggie.thrailkill@mail.house.gov; liz.natonski@mail.house.gov;
alison.wright@mail.house.gov; Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Betsy Markey - OEDIT; Rep. Becker - GA;
senleroygarcia@gmail.com

Subject: Letter to the Treasury and Small Business Administration from the Colorado Treasurer
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 7:26:29 PM
Attachments: Letter to SBA.pdf

Secretary Mnuchin and Administrator Carranza,

I greatly appreciate the work of the Small Business Administration and the United States
Treasury to help businesses across the country and across Colorado. The COVID-19 virus has
presented unprecedented challenges to life as we know it, and we have seen an impact in
almost every sector of our economy. Please see the attached letter and I thank you in advance
for your responses and I am happy to discuss these matters with you at your earliest
convenience. 

David L. Young 
Colorado State Treasurer 



 

 
 

Colorado State Treasury | 200 East Colfax Avenue | Suite 140 | Denver, Colorado 80203 
303.866.2441 | Colorado.gov/treasury 

 

STATE OF COLORADO 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

 
 
 
 
 

Dave Young Eric Rothaus 
State Treasurer Deputy Treasurer 

 
 

 

April 15, 2020 
 
The Honorable Steven T. Mnuchin, Secretary 
Department of the Treasury  
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue NW  
Washington, DC 20220  
 
The Honorable Jovita Carranza, Administrator U.S. 
Small Business Administration  
40 3rd Street, S.W.  
Washington, DC 20416  

Dear Secretary Mnuchin and Administrator Carranza:  
 
I greatly appreciate the work of the Small Business Administration and the United States Treasury to help 
businesses across the country and across Colorado. The COVID-19 virus has presented unprecedented 
challenges to life as we know it, and we have seen an impact in almost every sector of our economy - from 
hospitals, to restaurants, to sanitation workers, and so many more.  
 
I consider the Paycheck Protection Program, established through the CARES Act, to be an essential 
ingredient for our nation’s economic recovery.  I want to thank you for your efforts to launch this program, 
under significant pressure and in such a short amount of time. Since the PPP was implemented, I have had 
many conversations with financial services institutions and small business owners in Colorado. Despite your 
best efforts, I am concerned that numerous challenges remain toward distributing funds in an efficient and 
equitable manner, and that the amount of total funding for the program may not be sufficient. I have four 
suggestions that I believe may help move this program successfully forward.  
 

1. Sliding scale fees 
 
In order to incentivize financial institutions to work with potential borrowers of all sizes, it may be helpful to 
offer a sliding scale structure for the fees that financial institutions are paid for administering loans. By 
incentivizing banks to work with the smallest businesses, not just the “larger” small businesses, we will 
increase the capacity that financial institutions have to activate the support that all small businesses need 
quickly.  



 

 
 

Colorado State Treasury | 200 East Colfax Avenue | Suite 140 | Denver, Colorado 80203 
303.866.2441 | Colorado.gov/treasury 

 

2. Access to a portal that allows state-specific data to be transparently available in real time 
 
I request that an online portal be established that provides the public with minute-by-minute data on the 
PPP program. For the sake of transparency and to allow key stakeholders and state leaders to ensure that 
this program is meeting the needs it intends to address, it is vital to establish and open access to this 
portal.  The ability to monitor these loans and how they are progressing is critical to ensuring that we are 
able to help as many Colorado businesses as possible.  

3. Difficulties serving every eligible customer 

Many lenders in Colorado are faced with a barrier to providing PPP loans for small businesses who are not 
currently their customers, in large part due to Anti-Money Laundering (AML) and Bank Secrecy Act (BSA) 
compliance. Your agencies could ease this pressure by helping lenders overcome regulatory restrictions on 
serving new customers, and pursuing other sensible ways to overcome restrictions on the ability of lenders 
to use the PPP program. 

4. Add additional funding and length to this program 

While $349 billion is a significant amount of funding and much appreciated, it is clear that this amount will 
be completely expended soon.  In fact, it may be expended by the time you receive this letter.   Because this 
program is such an essential component of our nation’s economic recovery, I strongly encourage that 
additional funding be appropriated and urge you to consider lengthening the span of time that small 
businesses can use funding through the program from two and half months to six months. While I 
understand there are discussions about adding at least $250 billion to the program, even this amount will 
not be enough to serve all small businesses for an extended length of time. 

I am proposing the structural changes above along with additional funding because these four suggested 
changes would allow more small businesses to successfully apply and receive their loans. 

I thank you in advance for your responses and am happy to discuss these matters with you at your earliest 
convenience.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

David L. Young 
Colorado State Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Colorado State Treasury | 200 East Colfax Avenue | Suite 140 | Denver, Colorado 80203 
303.866.2441 | Colorado.gov/treasury 

 

CC: 
 
Dan Nordberg 
Senator Michael Bennett 
Senator Cory Gardener 
Congresswoman Diana Degette 
Congressman Joe Neguse 
Congressman Scott Tipton 
Congressman Ken Buck 
Congressman Doug Lamborn 
Congressman Jason Crow 
Congressman Ed Perlmutter 
Governor Jared Polis 
OEDIT Executive Director Betsy Markey 
CO Speaker of the House KC Becker 
CO Senate President Leroy Garcia 
 



From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa @state.co.us>
To: Tuneberg - CDPS  Sarah
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: Solid, solid work today. Gov done right.
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 5:11:37 PM

thats nice

On Wed, Apr 15, 2020 at 4:55 PM Tuneberg - CDPS, Sarah <sarah.tuneberg@state.co.us> wrote:
FYI on Eagle County feedback on the symptom tracker and engagement. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Brandon Williams <brandon.williams@eaglecounty.us>
Date: Fri, Apr 10, 2020 at 3:23 PM
Subject: Solid, solid work today. Gov done right.
To: <elisha.wilson@state.co.us>, Mark Eberling - CDPHE <mark.eberling@state.co.us>, <houston.hurlock@state.co.us>,
<nisha.alden@state.co.us>, Deborah Blyth - OIT <deborah.blyth@state.co.us>, Greg Stasinos - CDPHE
<greg.stasinos@state.co.us>, Lilo Santos - OIT <lilo.santos@state.co.us>, Heath Harmon <heath.harmon@eaglecounty.us>, Chris
Wells - CDPHE <chris.wells@state.co.us>, Othmane Mikou - OIT <othmane.mikou@state.co.us>, Daniel Teyf - OIT
<daniel.teyf@state.co.us>, David Burdick - OIT <david.burdick@state.co.us>, <katie.bueno@state.co.us>, Alison Reidmohr -
CDPHE <alison.reidmohr@state.co.us>, <imcmahon@c4hco.com>, Casey Carlson - OIT <casey.carlson@state.co.us>,
<sarah.tuneberg@state.co.us>, Theresa Szczurek - OIT <tszczurek@state.co.us>, <victoria.burket@dhha.org>, Kris Kiburz - OIT
<kris.kiburz@state.co.us>, <sarah.blackwell@state.co.us>, Travis Tiller - OIT <travis.tiller@state.co.us>, Ty Maestas - OIT
<ty.maestas@state.co.us>, Russell Castagnaro - OIT <russell.castagnaro@state.co.us>, Alicia Cronquist - CDPHE
<alicia.cronquist@state.co.us>, <imcmahon@connectforhealthco.com>, Amy Klene - OIT <amy.klene@state.co.us>, Kelly Taylor -
OIT <kelly.taylor@state.co.us>, Alex Pettit - OIT <alex.pettit@state.co.us>, <balbanese@tchd.org>, Brandon Williams
<brandon.williams@eaglecounty.us>, <mike.nugent@state.co.us>, <erik.a.niemeyer@gmail.com>, Loren Speer - CDPHE
<loren.speer@state.co.us>

Hey all - I've been lucky enough to have served at CDPHE, OIT and, now at the local level, and I'm not sure I've EVER seen the
State as personally engaging, as expert, nor as 'palms up' open about a project with locals. You made technology human and
accessible and with purpose. That is a testament to each of you. Thank you, each, personally and of course from Eagle, but today you
all demonstrated Gov done right. Solid, solid work all!!! Very, very proud to be a part of the effort and very proud of my State. -
Brandon

CCCST Check-In
When Thu Apr 9, 2020 4pm – 5pm Mountain Time - Denver

Where Google Hangout (map)

Joining info meet.google.com/nih-tdws-pje

Join by phone +1 385-645-6740  PIN 426373290#  More phone numbers

Who • Kris Kiburz - OIT - organizer

• Alex Pettit - OIT
• Mark Eberling - CDPHE
• Theresa Szczurek - OIT
• Chris Wells - CDPHE
• Amy Klene - OIT
• Kelly Taylor - OIT
• Russell Castagnaro - OIT
• houston hurlock@state.co.us
• mike.nugent@state.co.us
• sarah.tuneberg@state.co.us
• elisha.wilson@state.co.us
• Heath Harmon
• erik.a.niemeyer@gmail.com
• balbanese@tchd.org
• Brandon Williams
• Casey Carlson - OIT
• Deborah Blyth - OIT
• Lilo Santos - OIT
• nisha alden@state.co.us
• Greg Stasinos - CDPHE
• Loren Speer - CDPHE
• Travis Tiller - OIT
• imcmahon@c4hco.com
• Daniel Teyf - OIT
• Ty Maestas - OIT



• David Burdick - OIT
• sarah.blackwell@state.co.us
• katie.bueno@state.co.us
• Othmane Mikou - OIT
• Alison Reidmohr - CDPHE
• victoria.burket@dhha.org
• imcmahon@connectforhealthco.com
• Alicia Cronquist - CDPHE - optional

COLORADO COMMUNITY COVID SYMPTOM TRACKER (CCCST) a.k.a. Project CoCo

Daily Gathering of Minds form all the sub-teams working on this effort  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Agenda for this instance of these meetings

Review our Timeline and make sure we have consensus - Kris

CCCST Timeline 
As part of this, confirm functionality for each release

Release 1a will not include texting/SMS
Release 1b will include texting/SMS

Plan for System Demo on Friday - Amy
Data Visualization based on County Data Gathered already - Katie Bueno

Go/No Go for Launch Process - Kris

Review Trello Card: Phase 1a - MVP Checklist

Each subteam listed, ideally each one would check off by a given date/time that they agree with the plan to move ahead to 
release 1a
Are communications ready to go? - Alison
Security Concerns - Debbi / Daniel

Google / MTX team concerns - Lilo
SMS Messaging - Sarah B
Other Teams

Update from the integrations team  - Casey

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Resources for Team

TRELLO BOARD [Task Tracking]

https://trello.com/b/XWUJtIOF/cccst

CCCST Project Plan [Google Doc]

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DQmBrlIBiGJYPlKXOusiK5iMb2iHJuYqMDSWunNjjd4/edit  

_CCCST Team Members [Google Doc]

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vBpYkIzpWMKHXAZZr04yev7o5nLoNLJrNiQSXIhesc4/edit  

Colorado Community COVID Symptom Tracker (CCCST) [Google Shared Drive - Kris']



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0AO1KEX1ShJKTUk9PVA  
A place to store documentation about this effort 

COVID-19 IRT Technology Group [Google Shared Drive - Casey's]

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19FOi3gwkdQ GSSUbMkSsyvUROp Y75sq  

-- 
Sarah Tuneberg
Lead
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 646.275.2726
sarah.tuneberg@state.co.us  I Volunteer with the IRT! 

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.



From: Tuneberg - CDPS, Sarah on behalf of Tuneberg - CDPS, Sarah <sarah.tuneberg@state.co.us>
To: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Solid, solid work today. Gov done right.
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 4:56:01 PM

FYI on Eagle County feedback on the symptom tracker and engagement. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Brandon Williams <brandon.williams@eaglecounty.us>
Date: Fri, Apr 10, 2020 at 3:23 PM
Subject: Solid, solid work today. Gov done right.
To: <elisha.wilson@state.co.us>, Mark Eberling - CDPHE <mark.eberling@state.co.us>,
<houston.hurlock@state.co.us>, <nisha.alden@state.co.us>, Deborah Blyth - OIT
<deborah.blyth@state.co.us>, Greg Stasinos - CDPHE <greg.stasinos@state.co.us>, Lilo Santos - OIT
<lilo.santos@state.co.us>, Heath Harmon <heath.harmon@eaglecounty.us>, Chris Wells - CDPHE
<chris.wells@state.co.us>, Othmane Mikou - OIT <othmane.mikou@state.co.us>, Daniel Teyf - OIT
<daniel.teyf@state.co.us>, David Burdick - OIT <david.burdick@state.co.us>,
<katie.bueno@state.co.us>, Alison Reidmohr - CDPHE <alison.reidmohr@state.co.us>,
<imcmahon@c4hco.com>, Casey Carlson - OIT <casey.carlson@state.co.us>,
<sarah.tuneberg@state.co.us>, Theresa Szczurek - OIT <tszczurek@state.co.us>,
<victoria.burket@dhha.org>, Kris Kiburz - OIT <kris.kiburz@state.co.us>,
<sarah.blackwell@state.co.us>, Travis Tiller - OIT <travis.tiller@state.co.us>, Ty Maestas - OIT
<ty.maestas@state.co.us>, Russell Castagnaro - OIT <russell.castagnaro@state.co.us>, Alicia
Cronquist - CDPHE <alicia.cronquist@state.co.us>, <imcmahon@connectforhealthco.com>, Amy
Klene - OIT <amy.klene@state.co.us>, Kelly Taylor - OIT <kelly.taylor@state.co.us>, Alex Pettit -
OIT <alex.pettit@state.co.us>, <balbanese@tchd.org>, Brandon Williams
<brandon.williams@eaglecounty.us>, <mike.nugent@state.co.us>, <erik.a.niemeyer@gmail.com>,
Loren Speer - CDPHE <loren.speer@state.co.us>

Hey all - I've been lucky enough to have served at CDPHE, OIT and, now at the local level, and I'm not
sure I've EVER seen the State as personally engaging, as expert, nor as 'palms up' open about a project
with locals. You made technology human and accessible and with purpose. That is a testament to each
of you. Thank you, each, personally and of course from Eagle, but today you all demonstrated Gov
done right. Solid, solid work all!!! Very, very proud to be a part of the effort and very proud of my
State. - Brandon

CCCST Check-In
When Thu Apr 9, 2020 4pm – 5pm Mountain Time - Denver

Where Google Hangout (map)

Joining info meet.google.com/nih-tdws-pje

Join by phone +1 385-645-6740  PIN 426373290#  More phone numbers

Who • Kris Kiburz - OIT - organizer

• Alex Pettit - OIT
• Mark Eberling - CDPHE
• Theresa Szczurek - OIT
• Chris Wells - CDPHE
• Amy Klene - OIT
• Kelly Taylor - OIT
• Russell Castagnaro - OIT
• houston.hurlock@state.co.us



• mike.nugent@state.co.us
• sarah.tuneberg@state.co.us
• elisha.wilson@state.co.us
• Heath Harmon
• erik.a.niemeyer@gmail.com
• balbanese@tchd.org
• Brandon Williams
• Casey Carlson - OIT
• Deborah Blyth - OIT
• Lilo Santos - OIT
• nisha.alden@state.co.us
• Greg Stasinos - CDPHE
• Loren Speer - CDPHE
• Travis Tiller - OIT
• imcmahon@c4hco.com
• Daniel Teyf - OIT
• Ty Maestas - OIT
• David Burdick - OIT
• sarah.blackwell@state.co.us
• katie.bueno@state.co.us
• Othmane Mikou - OIT
• Alison Reidmohr - CDPHE
• victoria.burket@dhha.org
• imcmahon@connectforhealthco.com
• Alicia Cronquist - CDPHE - optional

COLORADO COMMUNITY COVID SYMPTOM TRACKER (CCCST) a.k.a. Project CoCo

Daily Gathering of Minds form all the sub-teams working on this effort  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Agenda for this instance of these meetings

Review our Timeline and make sure we have consensus - Kris

CCCST Timeline 
As part of this, confirm functionality for each release

Release 1a will not include texting/SMS
Release 1b will include texting/SMS

Plan for System Demo on Friday - Amy
Data Visualization based on County Data Gathered already - Katie Bueno

Go/No Go for Launch Process - Kris



Review Trello Card: Phase 1a - MVP Checklist

Each subteam listed, ideally each one would check off by a given date/time that they agree 
with the plan to move ahead to release 1a
Are communications ready to go? - Alison
Security Concerns - Debbi / Daniel

Google / MTX team concerns - Lilo
SMS Messaging - Sarah B
Other Teams

Update from the integrations team  - Casey

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Resources for Team

TRELLO BOARD [Task Tracking]

https://trello.com/b/XWUJtIOF/cccst

CCCST Project Plan [Google Doc]

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DQmBrlIBiGJYPlKXOusiK5iMb2iHJuYqMDSWunNjjd4/edit  

_CCCST Team Members [Google Doc]

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vBpYkIzpWMKHXAZZr04yev7o5nLoNLJrNiQSXIhesc4/edit  

Colorado Community COVID Symptom Tracker (CCCST) [Google Shared Drive - Kris']

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0AO1KEX1ShJKTUk9PVA  
A place to store documentation about this effort 

COVID-19 IRT Technology Group [Google Shared Drive - Casey's]

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19FOi3gwkdQ_GSSUbMkSsyvUROp_Y75sq  

-- 
Sarah Tuneberg
Lead
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 646.275.2726
sarah.tuneberg@state.co.us  I Volunteer with the IRT! 



From: Greenberg - CDA  Kate on behalf of Greenberg - CDA  Kate <kate.greenberg@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Cc: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Oliveto - GOVOffice  Danielle; Henderson - GOVOffice  Benjamin
Subject: Fwd: Thank you Governor Polis!
Date: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 8:33:40 AM

Governor, please see below from a member of the Dept. of Ag team and her husband at DORA. I and many more of us feel the same!

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jahn-Elfton - CDA, Kirsten <kirsten.jahn-elfton@state.co.us>
Date: Wed, Apr 15, 2020 at 7:39 AM
Subject: Thank you Governor Polis!
To: Kate Greenberg - CDA <kate.greenberg@state.co.us>
Cc: Eric Elfton - DORA <eric.elfton@state.co.us>

Morning Kate! - As we discussed, would you please forward this thank you email to Governor Polis for us.  Thank you very much for all
that you do too!  It's greatly appreciated! 
________________________________________________________

Dear Governor Polis,

We wanted to extend our deepest gratitude to you and your staff during this most difficult time.  This war against the virus has shown the
citizens of Colorado the depth of caring, humanity and overall leadership you and your administration is demonstrating, to keep us all
safe, informed and supported.  We know that Colorado will not only get through this crisis, but with your forward thinking and planning
for our future, will transform us into an even better Colorado, shaped by your compassion and resourcefulness.  

We both have served the State of Colorado since Governor Romer, but feel the most honored and humbled to serve under your
administration.  

Please know that two of your "State" family members cannot say "Thank you" enough for your service and for everything that you do.
THANK YOU!!!!

Wishing you, your family, State employees and Colorado continued strength and wellness!

Eric Elfton and Kirsten Jahn-Elfton
Eric Elfton
Payroll officer
Office of Accounting Purchasing

P: 303-894-2972 | 
1560 Broadway, Suite 1550, Denver, CO 80202

eric.elfton@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/dora

Kirsten Jahn-Elfton
Field Programs Section Chief

P 303.869.9094 I F 303.466.2860
305 Interlocken Parkway, Broomfield, CO 80021

kirsten.jahn-elfton@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov.ag

 Many CDA employees are working remotely at this time to help limit the spread of COVID-19. Thank you for your understanding and 
patience as we continue service while temporarily modifying business operations. For information about the COVID-19 virus, visit 
CDPHE and CDC. Call 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-2911 or email COHELP@RMPDC.org with questions.

-- 
Kate Greenberg
Commissioner



P 303.869.9004  I  F 303.466.2867 
305 Interlocken Parkway, Broomfield, CO 80021
kate.greenberg@state.co.us  I  www.colorado.gov/ag

Many CDA employees are working remotely at this time to help limit the spread of COVID-19. Thank you for your 
understanding and patience as we continue service while temporarily modifying business operations. 

For information about the COVID-19 virus, visit CDPHE and CDC. Call 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-2911 or email 
COHELP@RMPDC.org with questions.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE  The information contained in or attached to this transmission is intended solely for its authorized recipient and may be confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, or responsible for
delivering some or all of this information to the intended recipient, you have received this transmission in error. If you have received this communication in error, immediately notify the sender and delete or properly
destroy this transmission, including any attachments.
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From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa < @state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Klein - CDPS  Kevin; Stan Hilkey - CDPS
Subject: Fwd: FW: Mortenson Company agrees to pay $650,000 to Attorney General’s Office, build a COVID-19 related project in Colorado Convention Center bid-rigging settlement
Date: Monday, April 13, 2020 10:23:37 AM
Attachments: image006.png

image007.png
image008.png
image001.png
image003.png
image005.png
image002.emz
image005.png
image004.png

FYI 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: De Cambra - GOVOffice, Maria <maria.decambra@state.co.us>
Date: Mon, Apr 13, 2020 at 10:06 AM
Subject: Fwd: FW: Mortenson Company agrees to pay $650,000 to Attorney General’s Office, build a COVID-19 related project in
Colorado Convention Center bid-rigging settlement
To: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>, Jacki Melmed - GovOffice <jackic.melmed@state.co.us>

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Lawrence Pacheco <Lawrence.Pacheco@coag.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 13, 2020 at 9:50 AM
Subject: FW: Mortenson Company agrees to pay $650,000 to Attorney General’s Office, build a COVID-19 related project in Colorado
Convention Center bid-rigging settlement
To: Lawrence Pacheco <Lawrence.Pacheco@coag.gov>

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 

Mortenson Company agrees to pay $650,000 to Attorney General’s Office, build a COVID-19 related project in Colorado
Convention Center bid-rigging settlement

 

April 13, 2020 (DENVER, Colo.)— Attorney General Phil Weiser today announced an agreement with Mortenson Company and
several individual employees to settle an investigation involving their alleged role in a bid-rigging scheme related to the City and
County of Denver’s plans to upgrade and expand the Colorado Convention Center.

 

For more than a year, the Office of the Attorney General has investigated whether Mortenson violated the Colorado Antitrust Act when
it competed to become the general contractor of the convention center expansion project. The investigation uncovered strong evidence
that employees from Mortenson and Trammell Crow, the City’s program manager, exchanged non-public and confidential information
about the project and procurement process that was not shared with other prospective bidders.

 

Weiser said the communications between Trammell Crow and Mortenson unfairly benefited Mortenson and disrupted the procurement
process, violating the Colorado Antitrust Act.

 

“The communications between Mortenson and Trammell Crow were improper and gave Mortenson an unfair advantage in the
competitive bidding process for the Colorado Convention Center expansion project. This egregious behavior caused Denver officials to
cancel the procurement process and delay the project at significant cost to the City and to the residents of Colorado,” said Weiser.



“Today’s announcement shows we will hold accountable those companies and individuals that undermine the competitive bidding
process when they bid for public construction projects and put millions of taxpayer dollars at risk. The silver lining is Coloradans will
benefit from additional resources to respond to needs we have from the COVID-19 pandemic in our state.”  

 

Denver Mayor Michael Hancock applauded the Attorney General’s announcement. “The integrity of our procurement process is critical
to ensuring the public’s trust that their tax dollars are being invested in a manner that is completely above board and for the public’s
benefit. When companies attempt to circumvent that trust, it’s in the people’s interest that they be held accountable. This agreement not
only secures our process and creates opportunities for our local women- and minority-owned businesses, it will also support our entire
community during this public health crisis. On behalf of the city and our residents, I want to thank Attorney General Weiser and his
team for their dedication in reaching a resolution in this investigation.”

 

Under the agreement, Mortenson will pay $650,000 to the Colorado Department of Law and will donate construction services for a
project in the state related to needs that have arisen from the COVID-19 public health emergency. The construction project will be for a
value of no less than $650,000, and Mortenson will pay all of its own costs of service and construction costs, including building
materials and costs of any subcontractor and design services contracted to complete the project. The State of Colorado, the Attorney
General, or the City and County of Denver will not be responsible for any of these project costs.

 

The settlement also requires Mortenson to establish a comprehensive, internal compliance program and disclose the existence of the
agreement when it bids on any public construction projects in Colorado for a period of two years.

 

The officers and employees of the company implicated in the alleged convention center bid-rigging scheme will be actively involved in
the management and work of the COVID-19 project. Additionally, the settlement requires the officers and employees to do the
following:

Make a presentation on ethics and antitrust compliance issues related to public projects to a large construction conference within
a year of the effective date of the agreement.
Make an annual presentation on ethics and lessons learned from the convention center expansion project at a four-year college or
university in Colorado as part of an ethics, corporate social responsibility, or business management program or class.
Enroll and complete the Certificate in Corporate Social Responsibility offered by the University Of Colorado Leeds School Of
Business within two years. 

 

Finally, the conduct of Mortenson and its employees associated with the project potentially harmed less established competitors. As
such, the settlement requires Mortenson to adopt policies in Colorado to encourage Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises
to work with Mortenson on public projects in Colorado, which includes hosting an informational open house or forum for these
businesses to learn about maximizing opportunities in public projects. Each of the officers and employees of the company implicated in
the alleged convention center bid-rigging scheme must participate in this forum and in related training.

 

This agreement fully resolves all of the civil and criminal disputes between the Office of the Attorney General and Mortenson. The
office’s investigation into Trammell Crow and its representative for the convention center expansion project is ongoing.

 

Attorneys in the Consumer Protection Division and the Criminal Justice Division of the Colorado Department of Law investigated the
matter and advised the Attorney General on the settlement.

 

###

 

 

-- 

Maria De Cambra

Director of Communications and Community Engagement 

C 614.330.8382
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 



maria.decambra@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may
be subject to public disclosure.

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.



From: Cox - GOVOffice, Ali on behalf of Cox - GOVOffice, Ali <ali.cox@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Jared;  Eve Lieberman - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the Vice President Today, Monday April 13 at 11:30 a.m. ET
Date: Monday, April 13, 2020 9:12:22 AM
Attachments: Read Ahead - COVID 19 Testing 101.pdf
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---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 13, 2020 at 8:59 AM
Subject: RE: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the Vice President Today, Monday
April 13 at 11:30 a.m. ET
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, Obenshain,
Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>, Campana, Ariella M. EOP/WHO
<Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>

Please see an additional read ahead attached: COVID-19 Testing 101 - Operationalizing
COVID 19 testing for diagnosis and surveillance

Regards,

Zach Swint

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

The White House

C: (202) 881-6717 | E: Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

 

 

From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO 
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2020 9:01 AM
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Obenshain,
Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Campana, Ariella M. EOP/WHO
<Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>
Subject: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the Vice President Today, Monday
April 13 at 11:30 a.m. ET

 



 

Good Morning,

 

Your Governor is CONFIRMED to participate in today’s (Monday, April 13) briefing at
11:30 a.m. ET with the Vice President. The Vice President will be joined by Ambassador Debi
Birx, M.D. (White House Coronavirus Coordinator), Administrator Seema Verma (Center for
Medicaid and Medicare Services), Administrator Pete Gaynor (Federal Emergency
Management Agency), and Rear Adm. John Polowczyk (Vice Director for Logistics, Joint
Chiefs of Staff). The call is closed press. 

Read Ahead

·         Vice President’s Letter to Our Nation’s Governors (attached)

·         HHS Sec. Azar Letter to Hospital Administrators  (attached)

·         FEMA COVID-19 Supply Chain Task Force: Supply Chain Stabilization  (attached)

 

As a reminder, this is a governors-only briefing call/VTC (i.e., one call-in per state).
Participation in this call is for governors only, but we encourage governors to be joined by
their respective state health officer, homeland security advisor, emergency manager, and
other key state leaders in the state’s preparedness and response efforts to COVID-19.
Interactions will be limited only to governors and Federal leaders.

 

Call-In Information

You or a member of your team has already registered your Governor for call-in information
via a link. That step resulted in receiving call-in information via email from Audio Conference
Notification (noreply@event-services.com). Please reference that email for call-in
information. That email provided:

o   Dial-In Number

o   Access Code

o   Attendee ID







COVID 19 Testing 101
Operationalizing COVID 19 testing for diagnosis and surveillance













Caveats with both tests

• PRC RNA test
• Sampling is key
• Must constantly train on the key 

techniques of sampling with 
QA/QC

• Large throughput machines are 
tech time intensive but critical for 
the high volume supply backbone 
of testing

• Creating a State by State mosaic of 
test platforms to ensure optimal 
access 

• Antibody tests – ELISA and Rapid 
test
• ELISA requires a blood draw and 

separation of serum
• Rapid test is a finger prink
• Both tests have issues with 

sensitivity and specificity and must 
be tailored to use by disease 
prevalence to maximize predictive 
values

• Optimally combined in a multitest 
sequence



Combining rapid tests for maximum positive predictive 
and negative predictive value, example HIV



From: Cox - GOVOffice, Ali on behalf of Cox - GOVOffice, Ali <ali.cox@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Jared;  Eve Lieberman - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the Vice President Today, Monday April 13 at 11:30 a.m. ET
Date: Monday, April 13, 2020 9:12:11 AM
Attachments: Vice President Letter to Our Nation"s Governors - 04-10-2020.pdf

HHS Sec. Azar Letter to Hospital Administrators -- 04-10-2020.pdf
FEMA COVID-19 Supply Chain Task Force - Supply Chain Stabilization.pdf
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---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 13, 2020 at 7:00 AM
Subject: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the Vice President Today, Monday
April 13 at 11:30 a.m. ET
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, Obenshain,
Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>, Campana, Ariella M. EOP/WHO
<Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>

 

Good Morning,

 

Your Governor is CONFIRMED to participate in today’s (Monday, April 13) briefing at
11:30 a.m. ET with the Vice President. The Vice President will be joined by Ambassador Debi
Birx, M.D. (White House Coronavirus Coordinator), Administrator Seema Verma (Center for
Medicaid and Medicare Services), Administrator Pete Gaynor (Federal Emergency
Management Agency), and Rear Adm. John Polowczyk (Vice Director for Logistics, Joint
Chiefs of Staff). The call is closed press. 

Read Ahead

·         Vice President’s Letter to Our Nation’s Governors (attached)

·         HHS Sec. Azar Letter to Hospital Administrators  (attached)

·         FEMA COVID-19 Supply Chain Task Force: Supply Chain Stabilization  (attached)

 





Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

The White House

C: (202) 881-6717 | E: Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

-- 

Ali Cox

Director of Scheduling

P 303.866.6230 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
ali.cox@state.co.us| www.colorado.gov/governor



FEMA COVID-19 Supply Chain Task Force:  

Supply Chain Stabilization 
 

The Supply Chain Task Force continues to execute a strategy maximizing the availability of 

critical protective and lifesaving resources through FEMA for a whole-of-America response. 

Efforts to date have focused on reducing the medical supply chain capacity gap to both satisfy 

and relieve demand pressure on medical supply capacity. The task force is applying a four-

prong approach of Preservation, Acceleration, Expansion and Allocation to rapidly increase 

supply today and expand domestic production of critical resources to increase supply long-

term. 
 

 
 

The preservation line of effort focuses on providing federal guidance to responders and the 

non-medical sector, such as public service (police, fire, EMT), energy distribution and the food 

industry on how to preserve supplies when possible, tor reduce impact on the medical supply 

chain. 

 

The acceleration line of effort provides direct results to help meet the demand for personal 

protective equipment through the industry to allow responders to get supplies they need as fast 

as possible. 

 

The expansion line of effort is charged with generating capacity with both traditional and non-

traditional manufacturers, such as adding machinery or by re-tooling assembly lines to produce 

new products. 

 

The allocation of supplies facilitates the distribution of critically needed personal protective 

equipment to "hot spots" for immediate resupply. States report on supplies and are able to 

request assistance when they experience a shortage.  



 

The Supply Chain Task Force is working with the major commercial distributors to facilitate 

the rapid distribution of critical resources in short supply to locations where they are needed 

most. This partnership enables FEMA and its federal partners to take a whole-of-America 

approach to combatting COVID-19. The task force is providing distributors with up-to-date 

information on the locations across the country hardest hit by COVID-19 or in most need of 

resources now and in the future. The distributors have agreed to focus portions of their 

distributions on these areas in order to alleviate the suffering of the American people. 

 

A key example of this partnership in action is Project Air Bridge. The air bridge was created to 

reduce the time it takes for U.S. medical supply distributors to receive personal protective 

equipment and other critical supplies into the country for their respective customers. FEMA 

covers the cost to fly supplies into the U.S. from overseas factories, reducing shipment time 

from weeks to days. 
 

 
 

Overseas flights arrive at operational hub airports for distribution to hotspots and nationwide 

locations through regular supply chains. Flight arrivals do not mean supplies will be distributed 

in the operational hub locations.  Per agreements with distributors, 50 percent of supplies on 

each plane are for customers within the hotspot areas with most critical needs. The remaining 

50 percent is fed into distributors’ normal supply chain to their customers in other areas 

nationwide.  HHS and FEMA determine hotspot areas based on CDC data. 

 

Working together, we are able to efficiently distribute these vital resources to hospitals, 

nursing homes, long-term care facilities, pre-hospital medical services, state and local 

governments, and other facilities critical to caring for the American people during this 

pandemic. 
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COVID-19 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)  

For Hospitals, Hospital Laboratory, and Acute Care Facility Data Reporting 

 

On March 29, 2020, Vice President Pence sent a letter to hospital administrators across the 

country requesting daily data reports on testing, capacity and utilization, and patient flows to 

facilitate the public health response to the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19).  Many separate 

governmental entities are requesting similar information, resulting in stakeholder requests to 

reduce duplication and minimize reporting burden. This document details the Federal 

Government’s data needs, explains the division of reporting responsibility between hospitals and 

states, and provides clear, flexible options for the timely delivery of this critical information. The 

objective is to allow states and hospitals either to leverage existing data reporting capabilities or, 

where those capabilities are insufficient, to provide guidance in how to build upon existing 

capabilities. These FAQs will be posted to the various HHS and HHS division websites, and will 

be updated if additional data delivery methods become available. 

  

It is critical to the COVID-19 response that all of the information listed below is provided on at 

least a daily basis to the Federal Government to facilitate planning, monitoring, and resource 

allocation during the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency (PHE).  

 

Who is responsible for reporting? 

 

By default, hospitals should report on at least a daily basis the detailed information listed below 

through one of the prescribed methods. However, we recognize that many states currently collect 

this information from the hospitals. Therefore, hospitals may be relieved from reporting directly 

to the Federal Government if they receive a written release from the State stating that the State 

will collect the data from the hospitals and take over Federal reporting responsibilities. 

 

When are states permitted to provide such a written release to hospitals? 

 

States must first receive written certification from their FEMA Regional Administrator affirming 

that the State has an established, functioning data reporting stream to the Federal Government 

that is delivering all of the  information below at the appropriate daily (or higher) frequency. 

States that take over reporting must provide this data, regardless of whether they are seeking 

immediate Federal assistance. 

 

Capacity and Utilization Data 
 

Capacity and utilization data: what to submit? 

 

The following data will greatly assist the White House Coronavirus Task Force in tracking the 

movement of the virus and identifying potential strains in the healthcare delivery system. It is 

critical that this data be reported at the facility and county level of detail rather than just a total 

statewide summary.  Data that is submitted directly as a file instead of through an online portal 

should be sent in Excel or CSV format rather than as a scanned image or any other format that is 

not directly importable into a spreadsheet format. 
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15.  ED/overflow and ventilated Patients with suspected or confirmed COVID-19 

who currently are in the ED or any overflow 

location awaiting an inpatient bed and on a 

mechanical ventilator 

 

16.  Deaths:  

 

Number of patients with suspected or confirmed 

COVID-19 who died in the hospital, ED, or any 

overflow location on the date for which you are 

reporting 

 

17.  On-hand supply of N95 masks 

(if available) 
 Zero days 

 1-3 days 

 4-14 days 

 15 or more days 

 

 

Capacity and utilization data: where/how to submit? 

 

Hospitals and other facilities should report daily capacity and utilization data through one of the 

methods below, or to their State if they have received a written release from the State and the 

State has received written certification from their FEMA Regional Administrator to take over 

Federal reporting responsibilities. If the State assumes reporting responsibilities, the State can 

also choose to utilize one of the below channels or through the State portal at Protect.HHS.gov.  

 

Reporting options for hospitals and other facilities: 

 Submit data to TeleTracking™ [https://teletracking.protect.hhs.gov]. All instructions on 

the data submission are on that site. To become a user in the portal:  

o Respond to the validation email sent to your administrator. 

o Visit https://teletracking.protect.hhs.gov and follow the specific instructions on 

how to become users. 

 Each facility is allowed to have up to 4 users for both data entry and visual 

access to aggregated data in the platform.  

 Users will be validated by the platform. 

 Complete the National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) module daily per the  Center 

for Disease Control’s (CDC’s) instructions 

 Authorize your health IT vendor or other third-party to share information directly with 

HHS. Use one of the above alternate methods until your FEMA Regional Administrator 

notifies you that this implementation is being received. 

 Publish to the hospital or facility’s website in a standardized format, such as schema.org. 

Use one of the above alternate methods until your FEMA Regional Administrator notifies 

you that this implementation is being received. 
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Capacity and utilization data: how often to submit? 

 

At least daily. These reporting options have been chosen to make submission as easy as possible, 

and the HHS portal has been set up to allow users to submit data updates in a matter of minutes 

for the whole process. The completeness, accuracy, and timeliness of the data will inform the 

COVID-19 Task Force decisions on capacity and resource needs to ensure a fully coordinated 

effort across America. Doing so will also ensure that hospitals are not facing data requests from 

a multitude of Federal, State, Local, and private parties, as having a full data set will allow HHS 

to put a stop to others asking for the same data, so that they can spend less time on paperwork 

and more time on patients. 

 

Testing Data: Hospitals That Perform COVID-19 Tests Using anIn House Laboratory 

 

How should hospitals that perform “in house” laboratory testing report this data? 

In an effort to promote data reporting choices to hospitals and other acute and post-acute care 

facilities, below are the options to report testing data: 

 

 A unique link will be sent to the American Hospital Association’s hospital points of 

contact. This will direct the POC to a hospital-specific secure form that can then be used 

to enter the necessary information. After completing the fields, click submit and confirm 

that form has been successfully captured. A confirmation email will be sent to you from 

the HHS Protect System. This method replaces the emailing of individual spreadsheets 

previously requested. 

 

If your hospital did not receive a link, please contact the FEMA/HHS COVID-19 

Diagnostics Task Force at fema-hhs-covid-diagnostics-tf@fema.dhs.gov for support. 

 

 Provide directly to their State if the state is reporting complete information daily to the 

FEMA Regional Administrator and their state has shared a written notification from 

FEMA confirming the reporting requirements are being met.  

 

 Authorize their health IT vendor or other third party to submit the “in house” testing data 

to HHS/CDC. Until this is confirmed in writing to be working successfully, use one of 

the other methods mentioned above. 

 

What data should hospitals with in house laboratory testing expect to submit to the portal? 

 

1. New Diagnostic Tests Ordered (Midnight to midnight cutoff, tests ordered on previous 

date queried) 

2. Cumulative Diagnostic Tests Ordered (All tests ordered to date.) 

3. New Tests Resulted (Midnight to midnight cutoff, test results released on previous date 

queried) 

4. Cumulative Tests Performed (All tests with results released to date) 

5. New Positive COVID-19 Tests (Midnight to midnight cutoff, positive test results released 

on previous date queried) 

6. Cumulative Positive COVID-19 Tests (All positive test results released to date) 
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7. New Negative COVID-19 Tests (Midnight to midnight cutoff, negative test results 

released on previous date queried) 

8. Cumulative Negative COVID-19 Tests (All negative test results released to date) 

How often should hospitals submit the data? 

 

This data should be submitted by 5PM ET daily. All testing data should include test results that 

were completed during the previous day with a midnight cutoff.  

 

Testing Data: Hospitals that Perform a Portion of COVID-19 Tests Using an In House 

Laboratory 

 

How should hospitals that perform a portion of tests “in house” and send a portion of tests 

to commercial labs and/or State Public Health Labs report this data? 

The portion of tests that are performed “in house” should be reported through the HHS Protect 

System. See above for reporting details concerning “in house” tests. The portion of tests that are 

sent to one of the six commercial labs listed below or that are sent to your State Public Health lab 

do not need to be reported through the HHS Protect System. However, if your hospital send tests 

to a commercial lab not listed on the below list, you should report those tests using the HHS 

Protect System.  

 

Testing Data: Hospitals that Send COVID-19 Tests to Commercial Laboratories 

 

Do hospitals that send tests to commercial laboratories need to report data using this 

system? 

 

All hospitals should report data on COVID-19 testing performed in 

Academic/University/Hospital “in house” laboratories. If all of your COVID-19 testing is sent 

out to private labs and performed by one of the commercial laboratories on the list below, you do 

not need to report using the HHS Protect System. 

 

If you have COVID-19 testing that is sent out to private labs and performed by a commercial 

laboratory not listed, you should report this testing using the HHS Protect System. 

 

Commercial laboratories:  

 LabCorp  

 BioReference Laboratories 

 Quest Diagnostics 

 Mayo Clinic Laboratories 

 ARUP Laboratories  

 Sonic Healthcare 
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Testing Data: Hospitals that Send COVID-19 Tests Data to State Public Health 

Laboratories 

 

 

Do hospitals that send tests to State Public Health Laboratories need to report data using 

this system? 

All hospitals must report data on COVID-19 testing performed in Academic/University/Hospital 

“in house” laboratories. If all of your COVID-19 testing is sent out to and performed by State 

Public Health Laboratories, you do not need to report using the HHS Protect System.  

 

How should hospitals that perform a portion of tests “in house” and send a portion of tests 

to commercial labs and/or State Public Health Labs report this data? 

The portion of tests that are performed “in house” should be reported through the HHS Protect 

System. The portion of tests that are sent to one of the six commercial labs listed above or that 

are sent to your State Public Health lab do not need to be reported through the HHS Protect 

System. However, if your hospital send tests to a commercial lab not listed on the above list, you 

should report such tests using the HHS Protect System.  

 

Technical Assistance for Hospitals 

 

Who do hospitals contact if they experience any technical issues? 

 

Please email your question to Protect-ServiceDesk@hhs.gov. Your question will be answered as 

soon as possible. 





From: De Cambra - GOVOffice, Maria on behalf of De Cambra - GOVOffice, Maria <maria.decambra@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Passover in Colorado in the age of Covid-19 - Best Wishes to Governor Polis
Date: Monday, April 13, 2020 8:56:14 AM

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Craig Silverman <csilverman@springersteinberg.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 13, 2020 at 8:39 AM
Subject: Passover in Colorado in the age of Covid-19 - Best Wishes to Governor Polis
To: De Cambra - GOVOffice, Maria <maria.decambra@state.co.us>, Conor Cahill -
GOVOffice <conor.cahill@state.co.us>

Please tell Governor Happy Passover from me.  I know how busy he is. 

 

Good luck to Governor Polis and his team as we try to fight back against Covid-19.

 

Here is my column -- https://coloradosun.com/2020/04/13/colorado-coronavirus-covid-
religion-trump-opinion/

 

 

Very truly yours,

 

Craig Silverman, Esq.

Springer & Steinberg, P.C.

1600 Broadway, Suite 1200

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 861-2800

(303) 832-7116 fax

www.springersteinberg.com

csilverman@springersteinberg.com

 



From: Craig Silverman 
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2020 1:48 PM
To: De Cambra - GOVOffice, Maria <maria.decambra@state.co.us>; Conor Cahill -
GOVOffice <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
Subject: Gov Polis comments please to Colorado Sun Columnist at Large Craig Silverman --
Passover in Colorado in the age of Covid-19

 

Thanks much.  I bet Jared will have some thought pre or post Seders.  Please tell Polis family
Happy Pesach from the Silvermans.

 

Here are some quotes from my latest column.

 

Colorado Gov. Jared Polis has demonstrated outstanding leadership without
picking presidential fights. Last Friday, Polis donned his own face mask. 

Our vainglorious president won’t wear a face mask unless you count that orange
makeup. Don’t expect Jared Kushner to don one either, at least not until a stylish
model has the Ivanka label. Perhaps they’ll be manufactured in
China where Ivanka enjoys so many trademarks. 

China deceived us by downplaying COVID-19. So did Trump. American allies,
South Korea, Singapore and Taiwan handled COVID-19 well. How could America
be so inept? America’s been fully invaded and we’re now surpassing casualties
experienced in Wuhan, Italy and Spain. 

 

Here’s one from my column mid-March.

 

Hello, Team Colorado. As President Donald Trump accurately stated, “We’re all
in this together.” 

Thank you sir, but I’m taking my lead from Jared Polis. Colorado’s governor has
been calm, credible and introspective during this coronavirus catastrophe.  

Immediately after Colorado experienced community spread, Polis acted
decisively, declaring an emergency. Colorado created the first public drive-
through COVID-19 testing station in the nation. Trump and Pence want to



follow. Great! Better late than never.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Very truly yours,

 

Craig Silverman, Esq.

Springer & Steinberg, P.C.

1600 Broadway, Suite 1200

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 861-2800

(303) 832-7116 fax

www.springersteinberg.com

csilverman@springersteinberg.com

 

From: De Cambra - GOVOffice, Maria <maria.decambra@state.co.us> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2020 12:46 PM
To: Craig Silverman <csilverman@springersteinberg.com>; Conor Cahill - GOVOffice
<conor.cahill@state.co.us>
Subject: Re: FW: Gov Polis comments please to Colorado Sun Columnist at Large Craig
Silverman -- Passover in Colorado in the age of Covid-19

 

Hi Craig,

 

Including my colleague Conor. He can follow up with you. 

 



Maria

 

On Wed, Apr 8, 2020 at 11:16 AM Craig Silverman <csilverman@springersteinberg.com>
wrote:

 

Dear Jared and team,

 

I write a weekly column for Colorado Sun. This Monday morning, I plan to write about
Passover in Colorado in the age of Covid-19.

 

It would be terrific if the Governor could provide me a quote or two about the subject. I bet
he’s thought about it.

 

Sorry I may not have the latest of best e-mail contacts.  Please forward to appropriate Polis
staffers.

 

Thank you. Happy Passover!

 

 

Very truly yours,

 

Craig Silverman, Esq.

Springer & Steinberg, P.C.

1600 Broadway, Suite 1200

Denver, CO 80202

(303) 861-2800

(303) 832-7116 fax

www.springersteinberg.com

csilverman@springersteinberg.com



 

________________________________________________ Notice: This communication
from Springer & Steinberg, P.C., including attachments, may contain information that is
confidential and protected by the attorney/client or other privileges. It constitutes non-public
information intended to be conveyed only to the designated recipient(s). If the reader or
recipient of this communication is not the intended recipient, an employee or agent of the
intended recipient who is responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, or you
believe that you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender
immediately by return e-mail or by telephone at 303-861-2800 or toll-free at 877-473-6004
and promptly delete this e-mail, including attachments without reading or saving them in
any manner. The unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution, or reproduction of this e-
mail, including attachments, is prohibited and may be unlawful. Receipt by anyone other
than the intended recipient(s) is not a waiver of any attorney/client or other privilege.

 

--

Maria De Cambra

Director of Communications and Community Engagement 

C 614.330.8382
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
maria.decambra@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.

________________________________________________ Notice: This communication from
Springer & Steinberg, P.C., including attachments, may contain information that is
confidential and protected by the attorney/client or other privileges. It constitutes non-public
information intended to be conveyed only to the designated recipient(s). If the reader or
recipient of this communication is not the intended recipient, an employee or agent of the
intended recipient who is responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, or you believe
that you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender immediately by
return e-mail or by telephone at 303-861-2800 or toll-free at 877-473-6004 and promptly
delete this e-mail, including attachments without reading or saving them in any manner. The
unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution, or reproduction of this e-mail, including
attachments, is prohibited and may be unlawful. Receipt by anyone other than the intended
recipient(s) is not a waiver of any attorney/client or other privilege.

-- 

Maria De Cambra

Director of Communications and Community Engagement 



C 614.330.8382
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
maria.decambra@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Depalo, Lee on behalf of Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
To: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS; Mike Willis - CDPS; Samet, Jon; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
Subject: RE: Colorado"s Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
Date: Monday, April 13, 2020 7:04:39 AM
Attachments: Ventilator Usage Report by State and Territory - HHS Model (12 April 2020).pptx

Jill, to close the loop on this.  Here is a note from Dr. Birx to Pete Gaynor below.  I’ve also attached
the vent model that was revised last week so you can see what’s being used.
 
Lee
 
From: Birx, Deborah L. EOP/NSC <Deborah.L.Birx@nsc.eop.gov>
Sent: Saturday, April 11, 2020 19:41
To: Gaynor, Pete
Subject: Re: Colorado's Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
 
Please reassure her we do not use the model for predictions or allocations.  I use cases from their
state.  Slopes of rise  ( rate of rise) and deaths integrated with testing data to predict current and
future needs.  This is done every night and thus the operations call.  You gave never seen their
model utilized in any of my data reports.  
Sent from my iPhone
 
 
Lee dePalo
Regional Administrator | FEMA Region VIII 
303-235-4990 (O) | 720-456-9616 (C)
lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov

Federal Emergency Management Agency
fema.gov
 

 
From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us> 
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2020 4:35 PM
To: Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>; Stan Hilkey - CDPS <stan.hilkey@state.co.us>; Mike
Willis - CDPS <mike.willis@state.co.us>; Samet, Jon <JON.SAMET@cuanschutz.edu>; Rachel Herlihy -
CDPHE <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
Subject: Re: Colorado's Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
 
Dear Lee,
Thank you for being so responsive!  I would like to take you up on your offer to speak
with the data/analysis task force.   It would be good to include Dr. Rachel Herlihy, State
Epidemiologist (copied here), and potentially others on our team.





Lee
 
 
Lee dePalo
Regional Administrator | FEMA Region VIII 
303-235-4990 (O) | 720-456-9616 (C)
lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov

Federal Emergency Management Agency
fema.gov
 

 
From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us> 
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2020 11:25 AM
To: Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>; Stan Hilkey - CDPS <stan.hilkey@state.co.us>;
Mike Willis - CDPS <mike.willis@state.co.us>; Samet, Jon <JON.SAMET@cuanschutz.edu>; Rachel
Herlihy - CDPHE <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
Subject: Colorado's Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
 
Dear Administrator dePalo:
The attached letter is for your consideration. The State of Colorado does not think the
IHME model being used by the federal government reflects what is actually happening
in Colorado, and we feel it is much more optimistic than our own models predict using
Colorado data. We request that the federal government not use the IHME model in
making resource allocation decisions for Colorado. I will attach Colorado's COVID-19
model here, which was led by the Colorado School of Public Health.  I am requesting
your assistance in seeing that this correspondence gets to Administrator Gaynor. Thank
you for your help and support of Colorado in responding to the COVID-19 event.
 
My very best,
Jill Ryan
 
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing.
 
Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 



 
Due to the COVID-19 response I may be delayed in responding to your email.
 
For specific information, please call the CDPHE Call Center at 303-692-2130.
 
For general questions about COVID-19: Call CO-Help at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-
2911 or email COHELP@RMPDC.org.  
 
Additional information can at any of the following resources:
CDPHE COVID-19
CDPHE Local Public Health Contacts
CDC
WHO



























































































































From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill on behalf of Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
To: andre.nogueira@jbssa.com
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; cameron.bruett@jbssa.com; chris.gaddis@jbssa.com; Mike Willis - CDPS; Stan Hilkey -

CDPS; Scott Bookman - CDPHE; Emily Travanty - CDPHE; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE; Patrick Teegarden - CDLE; Joe
Barela - CDLE; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Klein - CDPS, Kevin; Mark Wallace

Subject: JBS Public Health Order
Date: Saturday, April 11, 2020 10:17:59 AM
Attachments: JBS Public Health Order JH MW Sign.pdf

Dear Mr. Nogueira,
Thank you for voluntarily closing the JBS plant in Greeley. Attached, you will find a
public health order signed by me and Dr. Mark Wallace.  The order memorializes
the processes that we have been discussing around COVID-19 containment at the
plant.  It is very important that our teams work together to control this outbreak. 
We are getting reports of spread from the JBS workforce to another plant, the
county jail and into a third county, which will necessitate a larger public health
response.  It is paramount that the two public health agencies be allowed to work
with your team on a testing protocol that will include screening, quarantine,
isolation and re-testing those with an initial negative result.   The state lab is in
contact with UC Health to determine their lab needs for your testing site and Lab
Corp has also offered to assist UC Health.  We have found it works best at mass
testing sites to offer appointment times 10 minutes apart in order to prevent
people from waiting in line for hours.  Sunday is supposed to bring inclimate
weather. We can offer expertise in how to set up a site.

We request that you provide alternative housing and support for sick employees to
seperate them from others, and we are here to support you in doing so.  Leadership
from the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment is copied on this email and
can help with employee benefits. 

Dr. Rachel Herlihy will be the lead on this for CDPHE, supported by CDPHE Incident
Commander Scott Bookman and State Emergency Manager Mike Willis.  They are
copied here.  And, we know your team is in regular contact with Mark Wallace.

We are here to assist you.  As a first step, I would ask that your team work with the
agencies on a testing/screening protocol for tomorrow. It is paramount that we
agree on that process as it will be one of the most effective ways to control the
outbreak and we don't want to miss this opportunity.

Thank you again for working with us.

My best,
Jill

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      



    

 

 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER 20-25 

IMMEDIATE CLOSURE OF JBS MEAT PACKING PLANT 

April 10, 2020 

Andre Nogueira, CEO  
JBS USA Holdings, Inc. 
1770 Promontory Circle 
Greeley, CO 80634 
andre.nogueira@jbssa.com 

Dear Mr. Nogueira: 

We appreciate the dialogue that has occurred between yourself and the Governor, and your 
staff and public health officials to protect the workers of the JBS meat packing plant and the 
community at large in Greeley. During the course of those conversations, you offered to 
voluntarily close the JBS meat packing plant in Greeley, and during that time to make sure 
disease control measures are put into place, including a testing protocol and cleaning of the 
plant. This Public Health Order memorializes much of those conversations.   

This Public Health Order 20-25 is issued jointly by the Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment (CDPHE) and the Weld County Department of Public Health and Environment 
(WCDPHE). You will immediately close your JBS Meat Packing Plant in Greeley, Colorado, to 
remain closed until Wednesday, April 15 at 5 AM to complete the screening, testing and 
cleaning as described in this Order.  You will take the following steps as outlined below and 
provide the WCDPHE and CDPHE with an actionable and verifiable plan prior to reopening. In 
order to prevent unnecessary animal transportation, the stipulations outlined in this order shall 
be in place and approved prior to cattle procurement and transportation to the establishment for 
processing. If these criteria are met, as confirmed by county and state health officials, the plant 
will reopen after 5:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 15, 2020. 

BACKGROUND 

CDPHE is engaged with WCDPHE in conducting a disease control investigation regarding an 
outbreak of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) at the JBS Meat Packing plant in Greeley, 
Colorado pursuant to our legal authorities in sections 25-1-122, 25-1-506(3)(b), and 25-1.5-
102(1), C.R.S.  COVID-19 is a respiratory illness caused by a novel coronavirus. Symptoms 
include fever, cough or shortness of breath or difficulty breathing.  In some cases, it can be life 
threatening and fatal. COVID-19 is primarily spread by small droplets, such as those produced 
when someone coughs or sneezes. COVID-19 may also spread when an individual touches 
their face after touching a contaminated surface. Infected individuals are contagious before they 
become symptomatic. Additionally, some individuals never become symptomatic, which makes 



Public Health Order 20-25 
April 10, 2020 

it difficult for public health officials to conduct contact-tracing or to quarantine individuals who 
are known to have been exposed. 

At this time, we are aware of at least 43 confirmed COVID-19 cases reported since March 25 
among employees of JBS.  Among these confirmed cases, 14 cases have been hospitalized, 8 
have been intubated, and there have been two deaths associated with the outbreak. At least 32 
cases reported working while symptomatic. We are also aware that from March 1 – April 2 there 
were at least 277 unduplicated visits to three major clinical partners in Weld County by JBS 
employees and some covered dependents who were evaluated for respiratory illness suspected 
or confirmed as COVID-19. In comparison, in one of Greeley’s largest healthcare systems the 

average visits per day by JBS employees/dependents in February was two. While the vast 
majority of these cases are from employees who work the first shift at the plant, there are a 
large number of probable cases being investigated that include employees who work the 
second shift.  We are also hearing that the outbreak has spread to other areas in Weld County 
and at least two other counties, resulting in additional hospitalizations. The rapid nature of the 
spread of disease among JBS employees is very concerning, and the exponential spread of this 
disease across an employee population of several thousand would be devastating for both the 
employees and your company, and would quickly overwhelm the medical resources available in 
the hospitals and other health care providers in Greeley and surrounding communities. 

The world is in the midst of a COVID-19 global pandemic, and we are using all available tools 
and strategies to reduce disease transmission and ultimately flatten the curve.  Temporarily 
closing the JBS plant is essential to protecting the health of employees, their families, and the 
community at large.   

ORDER 

1. Effective immediately, the JBS Inc. meat packing plant in Greeley, Colorado shall be 
closed, which shall immediately disrupt transmission of COVID-19.   JBS Inc. must successfully 
implement all of the following requirements, in consultation with WCDPHE and CDPHE:  

● Conduct an employee testing and screening program to begin this weekend and extend 
for as long as necessary for public health and safety, as determined by county and state 
public health officials. Protocols need to be led and approved by the public health 
agencies. We request your assistance in communicating with employees, contractors, 
inspectors, and others with regular activities in the facility.  The testing program shall  

○ include a symptom and exposure screening and employee identification 
component developed by the public health agencies;  

○ assure that sick people are not exposing others during testing, and  
○ include an ongoing testing and monitoring program for employees that test 

negative; 
● Identify ill workers and their contacts and ensure their exclusion from work for the 

minimum necessary isolation (at least 7 day) and quarantine (14 day) periods; 
● Identify asymptomatic, non-exposed workers who may be permitted to work after the 

closure period; 
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● Establish effective exposure, symptom and fever screening procedures for workers and 
policies for the exclusion of workers who screen positive; 

● Implement public health reporting procedures for all symptomatic and exposed workers; 
● Implement policies and procedures that ensure social distancing of all workers, this 

includes but is not limited to procedures for safe movement through the facility during 
arrival and departure from work and break times; 

● Provide adequate access to PPE and hand washing and hand sanitizing equipment; 
● Ensure that housekeeping and food service staff and contractors are adhering to the 

cleaning and disinfecting guidelines set forth by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and are using EPA approved disinfectants on surfaces throughout the 
facility; 

● Ensure that any non-employees who have been in contact with the plant, including 
housekeeping and food service staff, inspectors, and contractors are notified of the 
COVID-19 outbreak at the plant and provided the opportunity for testing. 

● Increase signage and other communication in the appropriate languages to educate 
workers about COVID-19 symptoms and the importance of social distancing, appropriate 
mask use, and hand hygiene in languages appropriate for workers in the facility; 

● Plan for re-opening with a reduced level of staffing that ensures social distancing can be 
maintained at all times during each shift; and 

● Work with WCDPHE and CDPHE on a plan to re-open with adequate, ongoing 
measures in place to prevent transmission and ensure worker safety.  

2. JBS Inc. must consult with WCDPHE and CDPHE in its implementation of these 
requirements, and share all requested information associated with this disease outbreak 
investigation, including the following for each employee: name, date of birth, address, phone 
number, primary language, work shift, responses to symptom and exposure screening 
questions, test results, and any other knowledge of illness or exposure.   

3. JBS Inc. must develop a sequestration housing plan and share it with the State’s Unified 

Command Center: Mike Willis, Director of Emergency Management.  The plan should identify 
how you will assure that healthy employees who have tested negative are housed in a way that 
protects them from future community and household exposures and includes ensuring 
accommodation of access and functional needs, morale and welfare, including access to meals 
that include options accommodating dietary and religious standards, behavioral/mental health 
support, technology for contact with family and cultural/religious practices. 

4. People who are identified as having COVID-19 or exposure to a case of COVID-19 
should be excluded from work as described above, and also should be placed on leave and 
temporarily housed away from other workers that they cohabitate with for 7 days (isolation of 
cases) or 14 days (quarantine of exposed individuals).  This housing should not be co-located 
with sequestered workers and should also include accommodation for access and functional 
needs, including access to meals that include options accommodating dietary and religious 
standards, behavioral/mental health support, technology for contact with family and 
cultural/religious practices.   
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5. Finally, we ask that you work with the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment to 
provide possible benefit assistance to the JBS impacted workers during this closure.  Please 
contact Patrick Teegarden CDLE Director of Policy and Legislation at 
patrick.teegarden@state.co.us or 303.908.0866 to coordinate messaging and assistance for 
your workforce. 

DURATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

It is quite possible that a brief closure and implementation of the strategies above will not be 
adequate to prevent transmission of COVID-19 at the plant. If transmission continues, additional 
measures, including extended closure, may be necessary.  As we work with you to determine 
how best to protect the health of your employees and prevent any further spread of disease, 
public health resources at both the county and state level are available to advise you regarding 
the implementation of strategies to prevent further transmission of COVID-19 at the plant when 
it reopens.  
 

This Order will be enforced by any appropriate legal means.  Failure to comply with this Order 
could result in penalties including a fine of up to one thousand (1,000) dollars and imprisonment 
in the county jail for up to one year, pursuant to 25-1-114, C.R.S. 

This Order shall remain in effect until 11:59 pm on Friday, April 24 unless sooner rescinded, 
superseded, or amended in writing. 

                                                             
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH    Mark Wallace, MD, MPH 
Executive Director     Executive Director/Chief Health Officer 
Colorado Department of Public Health  Weld County Department of Public Health 
and Environment     and Environment 



4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing. 

Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 

Due to the COVID-19 response I may be delayed in responding to your email.

For specific information, please call the CDPHE Call Center at 303-692-2130.

For general questions about COVID-19: Call CO-Help at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-
2911 or email COHELP@RMPDC.org.  

Additional information can at any of the following resources:
CDPHE COVID-19
CDPHE Local Public Health Contacts
CDC
WHO







You can view those guidelines here.

Extending Health Care Enrollment 

I have also extended the special enrollment period for the state’s health care exchange -- Connect for
Health Colorado -- until April 30th. It is deeply unfair to leave Coloradans who have lost their job and their
health insurance through no fault of their own without health coverage options during a public health
emergency. 

If you are currently uninsured or if you have temporarily lost your job due to COVID-19, please take
advantage of this special enrollment period to get affordable health coverage.

Visit connectforhealthco.com and enroll today.

Small Business Loan Assistance

Finally, the federal government has given a lifeline to Colorado small businesses throughout all 64
counties through the Small Business Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loan program, as well as
a new program called the Paycheck Protection Program that provides forgivable loans to companies who
keep employees on payroll instead of laying folks off.

If you are a small business owner who has been impacted by COVID-19, please visit choosecolorado.com
or covid19relief.sba.gov for eligibility information, loan application links and more information about
economic recovery resources.

COVID-19 Webpage

Our administration recently unveiled the COVID-19 webpage -- covid19.colorado.gov/. This resource
will keep you up-to-date on the latest statistics and the latest guidance on how we can protect
ourselves and protect our most vulnerable populations.

#DoingMyPartCO 

A couple of weeks ago we kicked off a social media campaign called #DoingMyPartCO where we
challenged Coloradans to show how they are practicing best habits to keep themselves and others safe:
whether that’s wearing a mask or a face covering, working from home, avoiding crowded places, or
picking up groceries or medicine for an elderly neighbor.

We’re challenging everyone to be part of the campaign! So take to social media and show your fellow
Coloradans how you’re doing your part to stop the spread of coronavirus.

Colorado COVID-19 Relief Fund



We’ve also been inundated with calls from across the state from folks who want to know how they can
help. So we’ve launched the COVID-19 Relief Fund to capture those donations, which will be used to pay
for things like medical supplies, cleaning supplies, food services, child care for emergency workers,
behavioral health support, and so much more.

Visit www.HelpColoradoNow.org to donate today! Every dollar counts!

And if you’re an organization that is helping with the response, you will be able to apply for funds starting
early next week.

Donating Blood

In addition to the need for funding and volunteers -- we also have an urgent need for blood donations.
Blood banks are reporting a sharp drop in donations, attributed to fears about contracting COVID-19.
We want to clear up any misinformation: donating blood is a safe process and people should not be
concerned about giving or receiving blood during this challenging time. And while blood isn’t needed
for coronavirus treatment, it’s urgently needed for all of the other medical issues that crop up. We
need more healthy donors to give now to prevent a blood shortage.
So please visit www.vitalant.org, to find a blood drive or donation center near you.

Unemployment Insurance

The federal COVID-19 stimulus package expanded unemployment insurance for Coloradans who have
lost their job or lost wages due to the COVID-19 response.

For traditional workers who receive a W2 tax form who have been laid off because of the coronavirus,
those individuals are invited to apply for unemployment insurance at ColoradoUI.gov

You could be eligible for 26 weeks of regular unemployment benefits from the state of Colorado.
Unemployment insurance in Colorado provides around 55% of an individual's average weekly pay, up to a
maximum $618 per week.

In addition to those benefits from the state of Colorado, you could be eligible for an extra $600 per week
for the first four months of unemployment thanks to the federal stimulus package. Furthermore, once you
have exhausted your 26 weeks of state unemployment, you would be eligible for another three months of
unemployment paid for by the federal legislation. If you have already filed and qualified, then you will not
need to file again to get the additional $600 per week from the federal bill added to your weekly benefit. 

Apply for benefits using these four easy steps:

Step 1: Collect any income related information.
Step 2: Go to coloradoUI.gov and click on the “Workers” button.
Step 3: Review your claim before you hit submit.
Step 4: Register with your local Workforce Center

After you file, you should receive a PIN in the mail to launch your claimant account and finish out the
process, including requesting payments. You’ll be paid within two weeks.



But we know that not everyone is a traditional W2 employee; there are many folks in the gig economy who
have lost work and wages due to this crisis. For non-W2 workers, my administration is working to stand up
a separate system to administer the new federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program.

Benefits would be available for nine months. We’re still waiting on federal guidance, but we are hopeful
that benefits will be calculated based on previous income, and we anticipate we will be able to begin
accepting claims in mid-April.

Help Colorado Now

We know that Coloradans aren’t just financially generous -- they’re generous with their time, their
energy, and their effort.

That’s why we launched our official volunteer effort: Help Colorado Now.

We are looking for volunteers -- especially those who are current or retired health care professionals --
to help at-risk individuals all across our state with a wide variety of support including health care
assistance, mental wellness support, food bank distribution, child care services, and more. 

So please visit www.helpcoloradonow.org to sign up to be a volunteer or volunteer leader, and if you
are an organization, government agency or non-profit seeking volunteer assistance, we can match you
with volunteers in your area or volunteers available virtually. 

Adopt a Pet

One of the best ways to refocus our attention in a positive way during these difficult times is by opening
our hearts and homes to a new pet. Taking care of others gives us a sense of purpose in times when we
might be feeling helpless. And there are so many animals in our state's animal shelters and pet animal
rescues that are looking for their forever homes. 

We have temporarily relaxed state regulations, making it easier to foster and adopt pets who would
otherwise be spending this time waiting for someone to give them a chance at a happy life. It's a win-win
for people and pets. 

And, despite rumors to the contrary, you CAN'T catch COVID-19 from your pets. Pets are safe to have in
your homes, and they will be a comfort to you in these trying times, when so many of us are feeling
isolated and perhaps lonely. 

First Gentleman Marlon Reis and our team of volunteers and our Colorado Department of Agriculture
State's pet protection program, PACFA, have created a guide of licensed shelters and rescues at
protectcoloradoanimals.org. It’s organized by city and county, so you can easily find an animal in-need
closest to where you live. So visit protectcoloradosanimals.org to find your nearest local shelter or rescue.
There's never been a better time than now to foster and adopt a pet.

Emergency Actions To Date









From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa < @state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: A GREAT Way to End the Week!
Date: Friday, April 10, 2020 5:43:06 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Oliveto - GOVOffice, Danielle <danielle.oliveto@state.co.us>
Date: Fri, Apr 10, 2020 at 5:10 PM
Subject: A GREAT Way to End the Week!
To: Richard Sapkin <rsapkin@edgemark.com>, Roxane White <rox@strategywithrox.org>, Kate Siegel Shimko - GOVOffice
<kate.siegelshimko@state.co.us>, Laura Warren <laura@givewiseco.com>

Leadership Committee, 

Today I am so proud to announce that today the Colorado COVID Relief Fund hit the $10 million dollar mark. Thank you to 
each and every one of you who contributed, made calls, and reached out to your networks to raise awareness and dollars. 
And a big thank you to the Mile High United Way who chipped in $25k this morning to get us over the $10m mark! 

This is just the beginning. It’s been less than a month since the Governor announced the creation of the fund and only 
three weeks since the fund started accepting donations. Since then, we’ve raised $8,870,500 from major donors, 
foundations and businesses and over 6100 Coloradans have given in small dollar donations for a total $1,137,782. 
That’s a grand total of $10,003,282. 

I say this is just the beginning because we know there are still so many needs across our state and communities that need 
our help. In our first round of applications, for prevention and impact, we received over 1100 applications and will only be 
able to fund 17%. Next week, we’ll have a full list of grantees to share and I’m confident that our partners across the state 
will be as proud as I am of the grant review and allocation process we’ve set up for this fund. On Monday, we’ll be updating 
our current website, www.helpcoloradonow.org, and are working on a strategic communications plan to continue to get our 
message out. 

As we grant almost half of the funds raised thus far, we must double down on our efforts to ensure we have funds to 
support the incoming requests for impact and recovery. We have great news to kickstart this effort!  Today, the Colorado 
Health Foundation is announcing a $2 million match to launch us into this next phase.  It’s big thinking like this that 
will ensure the Colorado COVID Relief Fund reaches more community based organizations in need of relief across the 
state. 

With that, I encourage everyone to spend some time this weekend making calls and asks to your corporate friends, 
foundations and donor advised funds to step up and continue supporting every Coloradan in need. I look forward to 
speaking with you on Tuesday afternoon for our bi-weekly 4:30pm call. 

With deep appreciation, 
Danielle 

-- 

Danielle Oliveto

Deputy Chief of Staff

C 303.913.3276 P 303.866.6452
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
Danielle.Oliveto@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may
be subject to public disclosure.

-- 





From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill on behalf of Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
To: Depalo, Lee
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS; Mike Willis - CDPS; Samet, Jon; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
Subject: Re: Colorado"s Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
Date: Friday, April 10, 2020 4:35:48 PM

Dear Lee,
Thank you for being so responsive!  I would like to take you up on your offer to
speak with the data/analysis task force.   It would be good to include Dr. Rachel
Herlihy, State Epidemiologist (copied here), and potentially others on our team.

My best,

Jill

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing. 

Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 

Due to the COVID-19 response I may be delayed in responding to your email.

For specific information, please call the CDPHE Call Center at 303-692-2130.

For general questions about COVID-19: Call CO-Help at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-
2911 or email COHELP@RMPDC.org.  

Additional information can at any of the following resources:
CDPHE COVID-19
CDPHE Local Public Health Contacts
CDC
WHO

On Fri, Apr 10, 2020 at 2:13 PM Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon,

 



I want to confirm that your correspondence got to Administrator Gaynor today.  I also re-
confirmed with headquarters that FEMA and HHS are NOT using the IHME model for
decision-making.  It is a data point among many others but not the model that’s driving
decisions. 

 

I hope that helps as a short-term answer.  I will also get the model you sent into the
data/analysis task force discussions since they continue to refine the model they are using. 

 

I’m happy to set up a call with the data/analysis task force if you’d like.

 

Lee

 

 

Lee dePalo

Regional Administrator | FEMA Region VIII 
303-235-4990 (O) | 720-456-9616 (C)
lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov

Federal Emergency Management Agency

fema.gov

 

 

From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us> 
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2020 11:25 AM
To: Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>; Stan Hilkey - CDPS
<stan.hilkey@state.co.us>; Mike Willis - CDPS <mike.willis@state.co.us>; Samet, Jon
<JON.SAMET@cuanschutz.edu>; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
Subject: Colorado's Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making

 

Dear Administrator dePalo:

The attached letter is for your consideration. The State of Colorado does not





 

Additional information can at any of the following resources:

CDPHE COVID-19

CDPHE Local Public Health Contacts

CDC
WHO



From: Gaddis, Christopher on behalf of Gaddis, Christopher <Christopher.Gaddis@jbssa.com>
To: "Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill"; Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Mark Wallace
Cc: Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
Subject: RE: [Ext]- Closure Letter (Wrong Version Attached Previously)
Date: Friday, April 10, 2020 3:57:50 PM

Jill,
 
It is our understanding from the telephone conversation that the Governor did not want this
letter sent. Please confirm it was properly sent.
 
Regards,
 
C
 
From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill [mailto:jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us] 
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2020 3:54 PM
To: Gaddis, Christopher <Christopher.Gaddis@jbssa.com>; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
< @state.co.us>; Mark Wallace <mwallace@weldgov.com>
Cc: Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
Subject: [Ext]- Closure Letter (Wrong Version Attached Previously)
 

*Use caution before opening attachments or links!*

 

Hello Chris,
Per your request, I am attaching the closure letter with instructions. Please deliver
this letter to Mr. Nogueira.  The Weld County Department of Public Health and
Environment and Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment are ready
to assist JBS in containment of COVID-19 in your facility.  Please call if you have any
questions.
 
My best,
Jill
 
 
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190



jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing.
 
Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 
 
Due to the COVID-19 response I may be delayed in responding to your email.
 
For specific information, please call the CDPHE Call Center at 303-692-2130.
 
For general questions about COVID-19: Call CO-Help at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-2911 or
email COHELP@RMPDC.org.  
 
Additional information can at any of the following resources:
CDPHE COVID-19
CDPHE Local Public Health Contacts
CDC
WHO

Disclaimer

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or
taking of any action in reliance upon this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient
is prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any
computer. This email has been checked for viruses. However, JBS USA Food Company and its constituent
companies cannot accept responsibility for loss or damages arising from use of this email or attachments and
we recommend that you subject these to your virus checking procedures prior to use.



From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill on behalf of Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
To: chris.gaddis@jbssa.com; Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Mark Wallace
Cc: Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
Subject: Closure Letter (Wrong Version Attached Previously)
Date: Friday, April 10, 2020 3:54:35 PM
Attachments: JBS Closure Letter signed JHR MEW.pdf

Hello Chris,
Per your request, I am attaching the closure letter with instructions. Please deliver
this letter to Mr. Nogueira.  The Weld County Department of Public Health and
Environment and Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment are ready
to assist JBS in containment of COVID-19 in your facility.  Please call if you have any
questions.

My best,
Jill

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing. 

Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 

Due to the COVID-19 response I may be delayed in responding to your email.

For specific information, please call the CDPHE Call Center at 303-692-2130.

For general questions about COVID-19: Call CO-Help at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-
2911 or email COHELP@RMPDC.org.  

Additional information can at any of the following resources:
CDPHE COVID-19
CDPHE Local Public Health Contacts
CDC
WHO
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April 10, 2020       
 

 
Andre Nogueira, CEO  
JBS USA Holdings, Inc. 
1770 Promontory Circle 
Greeley, CO 80634 
 
RE:  Disease Outbreak Investigation at JBS USA in Greeley, Colorado 
 
Dear Mr. Nogueira: 
 
The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) is engaged with the 
Weld County Department of Public Health and Environment (WCDPHE) in conducting a disease 
control investigation regarding an outbreak of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) at the JBS 
Meat Packing plant in Greeley, Colorado pursuant to our legal authorities in sections 25-1-122, 
25-1-506(3)(b), and 25-1.5-102(1), C.R.S.  We appreciate your agreeing to close the plant 
beginning at midnight on Friday, April 10, 2020, while we work with you to determine how best 
to protect the health of your employees and prevent any further spread of disease.  You have 
agreed to provide the WCDPHE with an actionable and verifiable plan prior to reopening. If this 
criteria is met, the plant will reopen at 5:00 a.m. on Tuesday, April 14, 2020. 
 
COVID-19 is a respiratory illness caused by a novel coronavirus. Symptoms include fever, 
cough or shortness of breath or difficulty breathing.  In some cases it can be life threatening and 
fatal. COVID-19 is primarily spread by small droplets, such as those produced when someone 
coughs or sneezes. COVID-19 may also spread when an individual touches their face after 
touching a contaminated surface. Infected individuals are contagious before they become 
symptomatic. Additionally, some individuals never become symptomatic, which makes it difficult 
for public health officials to conduct contact-tracing or to quarantine individuals who are known 
to have been exposed. 
 
At this time, we are aware of at least 43 confirmed COVID-19 cases reported since March 25 
among employees of JBS.  Among these confirmed cases, 14 cases have been hospitalized, 8 
have been intubated, and there was one death. At least 32 cases reported working while 
symptomatic. We are also aware that from March 1 – April 2 there were at least 277 
unduplicated visits to three major clinical partners in Weld County by JBS employees and some 
covered dependents who were evaluated for respiratory illness suspected or confirmed as 
COVID-19. In comparison, in one of Greeley’s largest healthcare systems the average visits per 
day by JBS employees/dependents in February was two. While the vast majority of these cases 
are from employees who work the first shift at the plant, there are a large number of probable 
cases being investigated that include employees who work the second shift.  The rapid nature of 
the spread of disease among JBS employees is very concerning, and the exponential spread of 
this disease across an employee population of several thousand would be devastating for both 
the employees and your company, and would quickly overwhelm the medical resources 
available in the hospitals and other health care providers in Greeley and surrounding 
communities. 
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The world is in the midst of a COVID-19 global pandemic, and we are using all available tools 
and strategies to reduce disease transmission and ultimately flatten the curve.  Shutting down 
the JBS plant is essential to protecting the health of employees, their families, and the 
community at large.  The closure will immediately disrupt transmission of COVID-19 and allow 
time for public health to work with you to:  

• Conduct an employee testing and screening program to begin this weekend. Protocols 
need to be led and approved by the public health agencies. We request your assistance 
in communicating with employees; 

• Identify ill workers and their contacts and ensure their exclusion from work for the 
necessary isolation and quarantine periods; 

• Identify healthy, non-exposed workers who may be permitted to work after the closure 
period; 

• Establish effective exposure, symptom and fever screening procedures for workers and 
policies for the exclusion of workers who screen positive; 

• Implement public health reporting procedures for all symptomatic and exposed workers; 
• Implement policies and procedures that ensure social distancing of all workers, this 

includes but is not limited to procedures for safe movement through the facility during 
arrival and departure from work and break times; 

• Provide adequate access to PPE and hand washing and hand sanitizing equipment; 
• Ensure that housekeeping staff are adhering to the cleaning and disinfecting guidelines 

set forth by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and are using EPA 
approved disinfectants on surfaces throughout the facility; 

• Increase signage and other communication educating workers about COVID-19 
symptoms and the importance of social distancing, appropriate mask use, and hand 
hygiene in languages appropriate for workers in the facility; 

• Plan for re-opening with a reduced level of staffing that ensures social distancing can be 
maintained at all times during each shift; and 

• Work with WCDPHE on a plan to re-open with adequate, ongoing measures in place to 
prevent transmission.  

 
It is quite possible that a brief closure and implementation of the strategies above will not be 
adequate to prevent transmission of COVID-19 at the plant. If transmission continues, additional 
measures, including extended closure, may be necessary.  Public health resources at both the 
county and state level are available to advise you regarding the implementation of strategies to 
prevent further transmission of COVID-19 at the plant when it reopens.  
 
The Governor and Senator Gardner will continue to work on acquiring more tests for the State 
and Weld County.   Both public health departments will endeavor to assist in continuing to test  
employees as more tests become available. 
 
Finally, we ask that you work with the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment to 
provide possible benefit assistance to the JBS impacted workers during this closure.  Please 
contact Patrick Teegarden CDLE Director of Policy and Legislation at 
patrick.teegarden@state.co.us or 303.908.0866 to coordinate messaging and assistance for 
your workforce. 
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Sincerely, 
 

 

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH    Mark E. Wallace, MD, MPH 
Executive Director     Executive Director/Chief Health Officer 
Colorado Department of Public     Weld County Department of  
Health and Environment    Public Health and Environment 



From: Barela - CDLE, Joe on behalf of Barela - CDLE, Joe <jbarela@state.co.us>
To: Jared; Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice; Benjamin Henderson - GOVOffice; Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE
Subject: Fwd: Letter from President Kim Cordova
Date: Friday, April 10, 2020 2:53:22 PM
Attachments: Letter re JBS Closure 041020.pdf

FYI!  I just received a copy of a letter from UFCW asking for a seven day plant closure.

Joe M Barela
Executive Director

We Keep Colorado Working.

Work Phone (303) 318-8017 
Cell Phone (720) 355-0830
Mailing Address 633 17th Street., Suite 1200, Denver, CO 80202
Urgent Needs and Meeting Scheduling daniel.chase@state.co.us and (303) 585-1984
Scheduling Speaking Engagements Use this link

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-
mail account may be subject to public disclosure.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Monique Palacios <MPalacios@ufcw7.com>
Date: Fri, Apr 10, 2020 at 2:35 PM
Subject: Letter from President Kim Cordova
To: Governorpolis@state.co.us <Governorpolis@state.co.us>, Matthew.lovell@jbssa.com
<Matthew.lovell@jbssa.com>
Cc: eve.lieberman@state.co.us <eve.lieberman@state.co.us>, jbarela@state.co.us
<jbarela@state.co.us>, Kim Cordova <kcordova@ufcw7.com>

Good Afternoon, 

 

Please read the attached letter from UFCW Local 7 President Kim Cordova. 

 

Thank you.

 

Monique Palacios



Executive Secretary

UFCW Local 7



 

 

 

 

April 10, 2020 

Governor Jared Polis 

State Capitol Bldg. 

200 E. Colfax Ave., Room 136 

Denver, CO 80203 

 

Dr. Mark Wallace 

Executive Director 

Weld County Department of Public Health and Environment 

1555 North 17th Avenue  

Greeley, CO 80631  

 

Matthew Lovell 

JBS, Labor Relations Manager 

1770 Promontory Circle 

Greeley, CO 80634 

 

Re: Shut down of JBS Plant in Greeley, Colorado 

Dear Sirs: 

I write to you with a heavy heart as the President of United Food and Commercial 

Workers Local 7, which represents roughly 3,000 hardworking and devoted employees at the 

JBS meat packing plant in Greeley, Colorado. It is with deep sadness that I inform you that a 

second member of our Union family at the meat packing plant has passed away as a result of the 

COVID-19 virus. 

Mr. Saul Sanchez died earlier this week, and he has now been joined by his Union 

brother, Mr. Eduardo Conchas de la Cruz. Mr. Sanchez was 78 years old, but otherwise in good 

health. Mr. Conchas de la Cruz was age 60. 

At present, we are aware of at least forty-two JBS employees and Union members, as 

well as eight employees who are not represented, who have tested positive for the COVID-19 

virus – five of them are hospitalized at present. We have been providing this information to JBS 

on a regular basis. Local 7 believes there may be significantly more individuals at the plant who 

are carrying the virus but may either be asymptomatic, not tested, or afraid to come forward as 

they are not eligible for sick pay. 



Re: Shut down of JBS Plant in Greeley, Colorado 
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KC/mp/UFCW#7 

This is an intolerable situation for our members, JBS employees, and for the general 

public. No employee should be forced to work in circumstances which clearly jeopardize their 

health or even their lives. 

We have consistently asked JBS to take appropriate measures consistent with the Center 

for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines over the past several weeks, to little or no avail, until just 

very recently. While, belatedly, JBS has instituted some measures, which we cannot confirm, to 

ensure the safe operation of the plant and protect its workers, it is, sadly, a question of “too little 

too late.” 

The time for action is now. The time for seeking “prompt compliance” from JBS has long 

since passed. Half measures or belated responses will not suffice. With each passing day, more 

employees’ lives are at risk. 

With that in mind, Local 7 demands that the JBS plant be closed immediately, for a 

period of no less than seven days during which the entirety of the actual physical plant, and the 

surrounding property owned by JBS, will be subjected to extensive and repeated deep cleanings. 

This action must be taken without delay to protect the lives or our members, JBS employees, 

and, potentially, the general public. Only then, assuming that the appropriate health authorities 

believe that the plant is free from the COVID-19 virus, should it re-open. 

In addition to the immediate seven-day closure of the plant, Local 7 demands the following 

after the initial deep cleaning is completed: 

 Provide proper PPE – masks, face shields, gloves (although some PPE has been provided, 

at this time, not all employees have adequate PPE) 

o JBS should also require and provide proper PPE for non-employee visitors to the 

plant (including but not limited to vendors/deliveries) 

 Grant Local 7 immediate access to the plant on a regular basis, with appropriate spacing 

and PPE ensured.  

 JBS provides Local 7 with the report of its retained epidemiologist with regard to recent 

inspection at the JBS plant, and all communications with the retained epidemiologist.  

 To the extent there have been any  inspections of the plant by federal, state, or local 

entities, including but not limited to any inspection and/or investigation by the Weld 

County Department of Public Health and Environment, provide copies of all such reports 

and communications with any such inspectors/agencies. 

 Deep clean the plant access tunnel. One deep cleaning is not sufficient. The access tunnel 

should be sanitized at least twice per day, ideally prior to shift changes. At shift changes, 

this tunnel is accessed by an excess of 2,000 workers. The JBS plant has three shifts. 

o (Note: there is an access tunnel, approximately 1,000 feet or more through which 

all workers enter and exit the plant.)  
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 Ensure proper spacing with regard to entrance and egress to the tunnel, at least as to 

ingress and egress.  

 Cafeteria and other seating/break areas – ensure proper spacing, regular cleaning, 

including not only tabletops, counters and chairs but also all appliances including 

microwaves, vending machines, and cafeteria card loading machines. 

 Bathrooms – published, regular schedule for cleaning each restroom facility, and a 

published, regular inspection and refilling of all soap dispensers to ensure they contain 

soap at all times. 

 Ensure adequate spacing in locker rooms. 

 In addition to deep cleaning all locker rooms, they should be cleaned and sanitized 

regularly – at least once per day in their entirety. 

 Provide on a daily basis, a list of all employees (not identified by name) who have 

reported testing positive for the COVID-19 virus, including their department, shift, and 

date of symptom onset and diagnosis (if available). 

 Provide a list of each individual(s) JBS has contacted who is known be, or likely to be 

based on department and shift, in close contact (as defined by CDC rules – i.e., within 6 

feet for more than 10 minutes) with each person that has been diagnosed with the 

COVID-19 virus. 

o If JBS has not contacted all such individuals, they should be contacted 

immediately. And, JBS should ensure it is contacting all such people whenever 

there is a diagnosis. 

o JBS should not, and need not, reveal the name of the diagnosed individual in 

order to adequately inform other employees potentially exposed. 

 Ensure that workforce is properly educated as to COVID-19 symptoms and the need to 

stay home if exhibiting those symptoms – via posters prominently displayed in work 

areas throughout the plant and on its internal TV system. At a minimum, all notices 

should be in English, Spanish, Burmese, and Somali. 

 During the 7-day shutdown of the JBS plant (or longer as deemed appropriate by health 

officials), all JBS employees will be paid their regular wages. 

After the 7-day closure and deep cleaning procedures have been completed to the 

satisfaction of appropriate health authorities, and in addition to the above health and safety 

demands, Local 7 demands the following to protect its members and JBS employees: 

 Hazard pay - $3 on top of applicable rate of pay (and all applicable overtime based on the 

hourly rate and the hazard pay) 

 100% wages paid for self-isolation and/or instruction from medical professional to isolate 

(note from medical provider should not be required per CDC and Colorado Department 

of Public Health and Environment guidance). 

o In Colorado, Rules issued by the Department of Labor and Employment dictate 

that JBS employees are now paid 100% of their wages for first 4 days they have 

symptoms of the COVID-19 virus if they are being tested for COVID-19 or 

instructed to isolate by a medical professional.  
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o After that time, at JBS they are only eligible for short-term disability – which is a 

fraction of their actual compensation (maximum of $284 per week). Even for 

employees at JBS’ lowest wage progression, the maximum short-term disability 

payment is less than half of their regular weekly wages for full-time employees. 

 No requirement for doctor’s note 

 

These post-closure and re-opening demands are consistent with the fact that as you know, 

Governor Polis, the workers at the JBS plant have been denominated as “Critical Manufacturing” 

under Public Health Order 20-24.  

 

We fully understand the seriousness of a plant closure and its economic impact. 

However, safety must take precedence over profits. As you are no doubt aware, a number of 

plants throughout the United States have now been closed because of the spread of the COVID-

19 virus among their workforce. One death is a tragedy – two deaths at the same plant is simply 

beyond human understanding. With regret, we have no option but to conclude that the time for 

collaborative efforts has ceased. JBS has left us with no alternative. 

 

Talk is cheap – workers’ lives are not. We look forward to your very prompt response 

and immediate action. The families of Mr. Sanchez and Mr. Conchas de la Cruz, our 3,000 plus 

members at the plant and the general public in Greeley demand no less.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kim C. Cordova 

UFCW Local 7 Union President 

UFCW International Vice President 

 

 

cc:  Eve Lieberman, Chief Policy Advisor and Legislative Counsel, Colorado Governor’s Office 

       Joe Barela, Executive Director, Colorado Department of Labor and Employment 

 



From: Depalo, Lee on behalf of Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
To: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS; Mike Willis - CDPS; Samet, Jon; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
Subject: RE: Colorado"s Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
Date: Friday, April 10, 2020 2:13:29 PM

Good afternoon,
 
I want to confirm that your correspondence got to Administrator Gaynor today.  I also re-confirmed
with headquarters that FEMA and HHS are NOT using the IHME model for decision-making.  It is a
data point among many others but not the model that’s driving decisions. 
 
I hope that helps as a short-term answer.  I will also get the model you sent into the data/analysis
task force discussions since they continue to refine the model they are using. 
 
I’m happy to set up a call with the data/analysis task force if you’d like.
 
Lee
 
 
Lee dePalo
Regional Administrator | FEMA Region VIII 
303-235-4990 (O) | 720-456-9616 (C)
lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov

Federal Emergency Management Agency
fema.gov
 

 
From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us> 
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2020 11:25 AM
To: Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>; Stan Hilkey - CDPS <stan.hilkey@state.co.us>; Mike
Willis - CDPS <mike.willis@state.co.us>; Samet, Jon <JON.SAMET@cuanschutz.edu>; Rachel Herlihy -
CDPHE <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
Subject: Colorado's Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
 
Dear Administrator dePalo:
The attached letter is for your consideration. The State of Colorado does not think the
IHME model being used by the federal government reflects what is actually happening in
Colorado, and we feel it is much more optimistic than our own models predict using
Colorado data. We request that the federal government not use the IHME model in
making resource allocation decisions for Colorado. I will attach Colorado's COVID-19
model here, which was led by the Colorado School of Public Health.  I am requesting your
assistance in seeing that this correspondence gets to Administrator Gaynor. Thank you for
your help and support of Colorado in responding to the COVID-19 event.





From: Depalo, Lee on behalf of Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
To: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS; Mike Willis - CDPS; Samet, Jon; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
Subject: RE: Colorado"s Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
Date: Friday, April 10, 2020 11:42:51 AM

Thank you Jill,  I will ensure it gets to Administrator Gaynor as well as the data task force at the
National Response Coordination Center.  My team here in R8 will be working this as well. 
 
Lee
 
Lee dePalo
Regional Administrator | FEMA Region VIII 
303-235-4990 (O) | 720-456-9616 (C)
lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov

Federal Emergency Management Agency
fema.gov
 

 
From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us> 
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2020 11:25 AM
To: Depalo, Lee <lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov>
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>; Stan Hilkey - CDPS <stan.hilkey@state.co.us>; Mike
Willis - CDPS <mike.willis@state.co.us>; Samet, Jon <JON.SAMET@cuanschutz.edu>; Rachel Herlihy -
CDPHE <rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
Subject: Colorado's Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
 
Dear Administrator dePalo:
The attached letter is for your consideration. The State of Colorado does not think the
IHME model being used by the federal government reflects what is actually happening in
Colorado, and we feel it is much more optimistic than our own models predict using
Colorado data. We request that the federal government not use the IHME model in
making resource allocation decisions for Colorado. I will attach Colorado's COVID-19
model here, which was led by the Colorado School of Public Health.  I am requesting your
assistance in seeing that this correspondence gets to Administrator Gaynor. Thank you for
your help and support of Colorado in responding to the COVID-19 event.
 
My very best,
Jill Ryan
 
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director





From: Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill on behalf of Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>
To: lee.depalo@fema.dhs.gov
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS; Mike Willis - CDPS; Samet, Jon; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
Subject: Colorado"s Concern of using IHME Modeling in Decision Making
Date: Friday, April 10, 2020 11:26:14 AM
Attachments: CO Dept Public Health Executive Letter to FEMA administrator IHME (2).pdf

New COVIDModelingReport 4.6.pdf

Dear Administrator dePalo:
The attached letter is for your consideration. The State of Colorado does not think
the IHME model being used by the federal government reflects what is actually
happening in Colorado, and we feel it is much more optimistic than our own models
predict using Colorado data. We request that the federal government not use the
IHME model in making resource allocation decisions for Colorado. I will attach
Colorado's COVID-19 model here, which was led by the Colorado School of Public
Health.  I am requesting your assistance in seeing that this correspondence gets to
Administrator Gaynor. Thank you for your help and support of Colorado in
responding to the COVID-19 event.

My very best,
Jill Ryan

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH
Executive Director

      
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver CO, 80246
o: 303.692.2011 | c: 720.607.7190
jill.ryan@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/cdphe
Your feedback is important to us! Please let us know how I am doing. 

Executive Assistant: Aislinn Barnett, aislinn.barnett@state.co.us 

Due to the COVID-19 response I may be delayed in responding to your email.

For specific information, please call the CDPHE Call Center at 303-692-2130.

For general questions about COVID-19: Call CO-Help at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-
2911 or email COHELP@RMPDC.org.  

Additional information can at any of the following resources:
CDPHE COVID-19
CDPHE Local Public Health Contacts
CDC
WHO
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April 9, 2020 
 
 
Administrator Pete Gaynor 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Through Lee dePalo, Regional Administrator 
FEMA Region VIII 
Denver Federal Center 
Building 710 
Denver, CO 80225 
 
 
Dear Administrator Gaynor: 
 
Thank you for your continued support of Colorado’s response to the COVID-19 crisis.  I am writing to 
express concern and to request that the federal government not use the Institute for Health Metrics 
and Evaluation model (IHME) from the University of Washington, to make scarce resource allocation 
decisions for the State of Colorado. The world is in uncharted territory, including scientists working to 
model the course of this novel virus. The IHME model projections are much different than what we are 
experiencing on the ground, and we believe it significantly understates the impact of COVID-19 in 
Colorado. 
 
The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment has partnered with a team led by the 
Colorado School of Public Health to produce COVID-19 models that inform the State’s policy decisions. 
This modeling takes a different approach and I will attach a copy to this correspondence. Compared to 
our own model, the IHME model lacks accuracy with regard to the peak of COVID-19 cases,  the need 
for ventilator use (portrayed as remaining well below threshold), and it inadvertently leaves the 
misleading impression that the epidemic will abate by month’s end with maintained social distancing.  
 
In a state of 5.7 million people, it is estimated that only 48,000 residents have actually been ill with 
COVID-19, in addition to a certain percentage that are asymptomatic. This is a small percentage of the 
total population. We believe that that disease transmission has been significantly slowed down by 
Governor Polis’s Stay at Home order that went into effect on March 26. However, social distancing to 
this level cannot possibly be sustained for more than several weeks, at which point in time, cases will 
again begin to increase--a reality not addressed by the IHME model. 
 
The posted IHME figures have also substantially underestimated what has actually occurred in Colorado 
with regard to the 24-hr reported death count, the number of ventilators required, and the peak dates 
of both the numbers of deaths and ventilator use, which have already passed.  Our resource reporting 
data estimates that more than 600 ventilators are currently in use for COVID-19 patients.  
 
The IHME model projections may be confusing to the public, possibly giving them a false sense of 
security, thereby placing them at risk for exposure.  We also fear that reliance on the model will 
adversely influence resource allocation at the federal level, to the point of interfering with an 
effective response to Colorado’s true needs.  Acquisition of personal protective equipment and 
ventilators is at the heart of avoiding the need to fully implement crisis standards of care to determine 
who lives or dies based on ventilator availability, and which effectively downgrades the quality of 
medical care if masks, gloves and gowns come into even shorter supply. 
 



 

4300 Cherry Creek Drive S., Denver, CO 80246-1530 P 303-692-2000  www.colorado.gov/cdphe 
Jared Polis, Governor | Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH, Executive Director 

 

The State of Colorado requests an opportunity to discuss additional resource needs, including personal 
protective equipment, COVID-19 testing supplies, and ventilators.  Thank you again for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 

Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH 
Executive Director 
 
Cc: Governor Jared Polis 
Administrator Pete Gaynor, Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Stan Hilkey, Executive Director, Colorado Department of Public Safety 
Brig. General (Ret.) Mike Willis, Director, Office of Emergency Management 
Rachel Herlihy, MD, MPH, State Epidemiologist, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
Jon Samet, MD, MS, Dean and Professor, Colorado School of Public Health 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Projections of the COVID-19 epidemic in Colorado under different social 
distancing scenarios 

Prepared by the COVID-19 Modeling Group   

Colorado School of Public Health: Andrea Buchwald, Elizabeth Carlton, Debashis Ghosh, Richard 
Lindrooth, Jonathan Samet; Tatiane Santos; University of Colorado School of Medicine: Kathryn 

Colborn; University of Colorado-Boulder Department of Applied Mathematics: David Bortz 

(April 6, 2020) 

For Contact: Jon.Samet@CUAnschutz.edu   

SUMMARY 

• Social distancing measures implemented in mid-March appear to be slowing the growth of the 
COVID-19 outbreak in Colorado. 

• Due to lags in the data, we anticipate being able to estimate the impact of the state-wide stay at 
home order implemented March 26 in the coming week. 

• The short- and long-term trajectory of COVID-19 in Colorado, including the number of deaths 
and whether hospital capacity is exceeded, depends, in part, on how well we can reduce the 
contact rate between infectious and susceptible people. 

• High levels of social distancing, sustained throughout April, can not only flatten the curve but 
bend the curve such that we will see a decline in cases and hospitalizations such that hospital 
capacity is not exceeded.  

• A key question in the days ahead is how phase 2 social distancing (implemented March 26) is 
actually impacting contact rates and ultimately, the accumulation of cases in Colorado. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

This report responds to the urgent need for projections of the impact and course of COVID-19 in 
Colorado.  We use the findings of an epidemic model developed by this team for the State of Colorado 
to describe the epidemic curve.  We developed an age-structured deterministic SEIR (Susceptible, 
Exposed, Infected, Recovered) model, fit to COVID-19 reported cases in Colorado, in order to estimate 
the projected number of cases, hospital demand and deaths from COVID-19 in Colorado under different 
intervention scenarios.  

In this report we focus on projecting the impacts of social distancing interventions that were 
implemented in Colorado in March. One of the key factors that impacts the spread of COVID-19 is the 
contact rate – the frequency of contact between infectious and susceptible individuals. The central aim 
of social distancing measures is to reduce the contact rate and slow the spread of infections. For the 
purpose of this report, we distinguish two phases of social distancing interventions. Phase 1 social 
distancing interventions include school closures, the closing of bars and restaurants and the closure of 
ski resorts which were implemented in mid-March. We refer to the state-wide stay at home order, 
implemented March 26 as Phase 2. Here we describe when we might expect to see the impact of these 



interventions on COVID-19, estimate the likely impact of phase 1 on the epidemic to date, and project 
the potential impacts of phase 2 on cases, hospital demand and fatalities in the coming months.  

COVID-19 emerged four months ago, and our understanding of the virus and the course of infection is 
evolving rapidly.  

This report should be considered as covering the methods and assumptions underlying our work up to 
April 6, 2020. Our modeling work is dynamic, however, and the methods will undergo refinements and 
some assumptions will change as more data are gathered as the pandemic progresses.  We will continue 
to update these models as data accumulate over the course of the pandemic. For the purpose of this 
report, we assume all social distancing measures are implemented indefinitely, and in later work we will 
explore their relaxation. Future reports will evaluate the potential impacts of relaxing social distancing 
measures.  

 

METHODS 

Model description. We used an age-structured susceptible, exposed, infected, recovered (SEIR) model 
to project the number of people with COVID 19 needing hospitalization, critical care and the number of 
deaths in Colorado under different intervention scenarios (Figure 1).  

 

 

Figure 1. Structure of the deterministic SEIR model used. Infected individuals are separated into 
asymptomatic and symptomatic individuals. Symptomatic individuals may recover without 
hospitalization, experience a non-ICU hospitalization or an ICU hospitalization. 

 

Critical assumptions and the basis for making them follow. In this model, we assume exposed individuals 
incubate infections for 5.1 days before becoming infectious (Lauer et al, Li et al), the infectious period is 
the same regardless of symptoms and lasts for 8 days (Zou et al) and both are exponentially distributed. 
Infected individuals can be either asymptomatic or symptomatic. In light of evidence that the probability 
an infected individual develops symptoms (Davies et al) and the probability a symptomatic individual 
needs hospitalization is age-dependent (Verity et al), we developed an age-structured model with three 
separate age compartments (<30, 30-59, 60+).  We used Colorado demographic data from 2020, 
provided by CDPHE, to define age and population structure. We estimated age-dependent probabilities 



that an infected individual is symptomatic, estimating the product of the age distribution of Colorado 
within each age-compartment and the age-group-specific symptomatic fraction as shown in Table 1 
(Davies et al., personal communication). All individuals have equal probability of exposure and infection, 
regardless of age. In our model, asymptomatic individuals are assumed to circulate in the population 
and do not self-isolate. Symptomatic individuals are assumed to self-isolate albeit imperfectly, starting 
on March 5, the date that the first case of COVID-19 was reported in Colorado (CDPHE). The model 
assumes the infectiousness of symptomatic individuals is greater than asymptomatic individuals. We 
note that there is emerging evidence that infectiousness of an individual may vary based on symptom 
severity (Zou et al), a phenomenon that is not accounted for in our model.  

We use the estimates of Verity et al, summarized by Ferguson et al to estimate the proportion of 
symptomatic cases that will require hospitalization and critical care based on the age structure of the 
population in the state of Colorado (Table 1). We assume that symptomatic cases will require care 8 
days after the onset of symptoms (this is within the range of Linton et al and Tindale et al’s estimated 
ranges). We assume that the average length of hospital stay is 8 days if critical care is not required and 
10 days if critical care is required (Ferguson et al). We also assume that no further transmission occurs 
once the patient enters the hospital. At present, these assumptions are based on experience external to 
Colorado, but could be replaced as Colorado data become available. 

 

Table 1. Age-specific parameter estimates from the literature, standardized using Colorado population 
age distribution from CDPHE 2020 estimates 

Age Group Probability of 
symptoms, given 
infection (Davies et al.) 

Probability of 
hospitalization given 
symptoms (Verity et al.)  

Probability of needing ICU 
hospitalization given 
symptoms (Verity et al.) 

0 - 29 0.18 0.006 0.0003 
30 - 59 0.47 0.059 0.0045 
60 +  0.79 0.207 0.0808 

 

Estimated deaths are based on the probability of death for ICU patients and ICU capacity. We assume 
50% of cases in the ICU die, a figure which is consistent with Ferguson et al and roughly the mortality of 
ARDS cases, generally. Additionally, we assume that once available ICU beds are full, all cases requiring 
ICU care in excess of availability result in deaths. We estimate ICU bed capacity using the estimated 
number of beds available in Colorado. We currently assume there are 2,700 ventilator-able ICU beds in 
the state of Colorado and that 700 are needed for non-COVID 19 patients based on recent estimates of 
ICU use when elective surgeries are cancelled, allowing for a capacity of 2,000 ICU beds for Covid-19 
patients. 

Recovered individuals are assumed to remain immune to infection. We assume random population 
mixing, and that infection probability does not vary by age or sex. There are no additional importations, 
migration, or deaths in the system. 

Model fitting and parameter estimation. We fit the model to Colorado COVID-19 data provided by 
CDPHE in order to estimate parameter values which may vary regionally and/or for which there is 
considerable uncertainty in the current literature (Table 2). For example, we estimated the probability 
that a symptomatic case is detected by the state surveillance system, a parameter that likely varies 



depending on the surveillance capacities of different state public health systems. For model fitting, we 
used reported COVID cases through March 31 provided by CDPHE. Due to lags in reporting, making the 
most recent days unstable, we fit the model to case reports with an onset date of March 26 or earlier. 
For cases with missing onset date, we estimated onset date as date of report minus seven days in 
accordance with typical reporting lags for Colorado. 

In order to fit the model to observed case-date early in the epidemic, the rate of infection (beta), 
probability of identifying symptomatic cases (pID), proportion of symptomatic individuals that self-
isolated after March 5 (siI), the proportionate increase in transmission comparing symptomatic to 
asymptomatic infections (lambda), the start date of the epidemic in Colorado and the efficacy of social 
distancing interventions after March 17th were allowed to vary within pre-specified ranges (Table 1). 
Best-fitting parameter values were identified via a least-squares cost function minimizing the 
comparison between the estimated proportion of expected cases that would be detected in the model 
and the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in Colorado. The cost function was minimized using a two-
stage fitting algorithm in R, first applying a psuedo-random optimization algorithm (Price, 1977) to find a 
region of minimum difference between the model and the data. The second phase used least-squares 
optimization applying the Levenberg-Marquardt algorithm (More, 1978).   

 

Table 2. Model parameters estimated by fitting our model to Colorado COVID-19 surveillance data 

 Range of possible values 
and sources 

Fitted value 

The rate of infection (beta) 0.2 - 0.6 (MIDAS*) 0.413 
Proportion of symptomatic individuals 
that self-isolate after March 5 (siI) 

0.3 - 0.8 (Ferguson et al) 0.379 

Ratio of infectiousness for symptomatic 
vs. asymptomatic individuals (lambda) 

1.0 - 4.0 (Li et al, Zou et al) 2.268 

Probability symptomatic cases are 
identified by state surveillance (pID) 

0.05 - 0.6 (MIDAS*) 0.277 

Effectiveness of social distancing 
interventions implemented March 17 

0.1 - 0.6 (see text) 0.45 

Date the first infection was introduced in 
Colorado 

Jan 17 – Jan 29 (see 
text)** 

Jan 24 

*The range of potential parameter estimate values were obtained from the MIDAS Online COVID-19 compilation of parameter 
estimates available here. 
**The first case of COVID19 reported in Colorado had a symptom onset date of 2/18/2020 and the next three reported cases 
had a symptom onset date of 2/20/2020. Assuming a 5.1 day incubation period (Lauer et al, Li et al), during this initial phase of 
the outbreak 85% of cases were unreported (Li et al), and the outbreak has a 5.2 to 6.5 day doubling time (Wu et al, Wu et al), 
we estimate the first cases arrived between 1/17 to 1/29/2020. At present, it is unclear if the Colorado outbreak is due to a 
single or multiple importation events.  
 

Estimating the impact of social distancing. We used the above model to estimate the impact of current 
social distancing scenarios on the shape of the epidemic including the timing and magnitude of peaks in 
hospital utilization, and the cumulative number of deaths. The growth of an epidemic can be defined, in 
part, by the basic reproductive number (R0), which is the expected number of cases directly generated 





the impact of phase 2 is not yet observable, we modeled scenarios of social distancing as a 50, 60, 70 
and 80% percent reduction in the contact rate among people starting March 26 to capture the current 
uncertainty concerning how stay-in place measures will impact SARS-CoV-2 transmission. We considered 
indefinite implementation of these measures. Scenarios examining the impact of relaxing social 
distancing measures will be considered at a future date.   

 

 

Figure 4. The expected dates when the first impacts of different social distancing measures will be 
observed in reported COVID-19 cases and deaths. Figure shows the expected timing of observed impacts 
of phase 1 social distancing which includes the closure of bars, restaurants, theatres and casinos (3/17), 
many schools (3/16) and ski resorts (3/14), shown here as occurring on 3/17, and phase 2 social 
distancing corresponding with a state-wide stay at home order, implemented on March 26.  These 
estimates account for an estimated 5.1 day (range 4.5 to 6.0) incubation period (the time between 
exposure and symptom onset) based on Lauer et al, Li et al , Linton et al; an estimated 5.3 day (95% CI 
5.0, 5.6) lag between symptom onset and hospitalization based on analysis of COVID-19 epidemiological 
data from Xu et al; an 8 day lag between hospitalization and death (Ferguson et al); and an estimated 
9.3 day (range 8.5, 11.5 based on reporting lags over the past week) lag between symptom onset and 
case report based on Colorado COVID-19 surveillance data. 

RESULTS 

Estimated impact of phase 1 social distancing. Fitting the model to the case data, we find evidence that 
phase 1 social distancing has yielded an approximately 45% reduction in the contact rate (Figure 5). The 
current model suggests that, without phase 1 social distancing measures in place, in the 8 days from 
March 19 through March 26, approximately 1,200 additional cases would have been reported. 

Projected impact of phase 2 social distancing. Figures 6 through 8 show the projected number of 
reported cases, non-ICU hospitalizations and ICU-hospitalizations under different phase 2 social 
distancing scenarios, starting March 26. The modeled scenarios project that social distancing efficacy of 
40% to 60% flattens the curve such that peaks in infections, non-ICU hospitalizations and ICU demand 
occurs later, and the peak is smaller than the no social distancing scenario, with more effective social 
distancing yielding lower peaks and more time to prepare (Table 4). However, in each of these scenarios, 
ICU capacity is expected to be exceeded (Table 3). Notably, the 80% social distancing scenario shows a 



decline in cases in the next month, suppressing the contact rate such that the epidemic peaks and 
declines in the month of April while social distancing measures are maintained. In the 70% and 80% 
social distancing scenarios, ICU capacity is not projected to be exceeded, resulting in far fewer projected 
deaths (Table 5). 

 

Figure 5. The fit of the age-structured SEIR model to reported COVID-19 cases through March 31 (data 
provided by CDPHE). The best-fit curve, showing social distancing efficacy of 45% starting March 17 
(green line) and a curve showing no social distancing (red line) are shown. Due to lags in reporting, 
making the most recent days unstable, we fit the model to case reports and hospitalizations with an 
onset date of March 26 or earlier. This will be updated on an ongoing basis. 

 



  

Figure 6. Projected number of observed cases under different levels of phase 2 social distancing, starting 
March 26. All scenarios include phase 1 social distancing starting March 17 modeled as a 45% reduction 
in the contact rate. 



 

Figure 7. Projected COVID-19 non-ICU hospital demand in the short-term (top panel) and long term 
(bottom panel) under different levels of phase 2 social distancing, starting March 26. All scenarios 
include phase 1 social distancing starting March 17 modeled as a 45% reduction in the contact rate. 

 



 

Figure 8. Projected COVID-19 ICU demand in the short-term (top panel) and long-term (bottom panel) 
under different levels of phase 2 social distancing, starting March 26. Dashed line in the bottom panel 
indicates Colorado’s estimated COVID-19 ICU capacity of 2,000 beds, reflecting an estimated 2700 ICU 
beds, 700 of which are occupied by non-COVID-19 patients. All scenarios include phase 1 social 
distancing starting March 17 modeled as a 45% reduction in the contact rate. 

 



 

Table 3. Approximate dates where ICU threshold of 2,000 bed capacity is reached under different phase 
2 social distancing scenarios.  All scenarios include phase 1 social distancing starting March 17 modeled 
as a 45% reduction in the contact rate. 

Phase 2 Social 
Distancing Scenarios 

Approximate date ICU 
threshold (2,000 beds) 
is reached 

0% Efficacy April 13 
40% Efficacy April 23 
50% Efficacy April 29 
60% Efficacy May 15 
70% Efficacy N/A 
80% Efficacy N/A 

 

  



Table 4. Estimated timing of the peak number of infections and peak number of hospitalizations. Model 
assumes social distancing begins March 17 at 45% efficacy and then is changed on March 26th to varying 
efficacies shown in the table and remains in place indefinitely.   

 
Peak Infections Peak non-

ICU hospitalizations*** 
Peak ICU hospitalizations 

Phase 2 Social 
Distancing Scenarios 

Num.* Date Num.* Date Num* Date 

0% Efficacy 222,643 5/8/2020 49,887 5/11/2020 29,944 5/16/2020 
40% Efficacy 138,139 6/13/2020 26.857 6/09/2020 18,046 6/17/2020 
50% Efficacy 104,738 7/9/2020 17,971 6/28/2020 12,647 7/06/2020 
60% Efficacy 64,613 9/14/2020 8,246 8/03/2020 6,133 8/13/2020 
80% Efficacy 2,386 4/01/2020 557 4/03/2020 339 4/13/2020 

*Number of infections, non-ICU hospitalizations and ICU hospitalizations at the peak date indicated.  
***Peak and cumulative ICU hospitalizations is the estimated number of needed ICU beds. These may 
be in excess of capacity at peak times. The 0% efficacy is used to determine the consequences of 
distancing. 
  
Table 5. Estimated cumulative number of COVID-19 deaths, non-ICU and ICU hospitalizations. Model 
assumes social distancing begins March 17 at 45% efficacy and then is changed on March 26th to varying 
efficacies shown in the table and remains in place indefinitely.   

  Cumulative deaths* Cumulative non-
ICU hospitalizations 

Cumulative ICU bed 
need** 

  As of 
6/1/2020 

As of 
1/1/2021 

As of 
6/1/2020 

As of 
1/1/2021 

As of 
6/1/2020 

As of 
1/1/2021 

0% Efficacy 73,162 80,260 239,501 256,074 127,195 160,519 
40% Efficacy 29,783 68,827 101,082 219,612 48,282 137,656 
50% Efficacy 13,828 60,089 50,185 191,844 24,235 120,211 
60% Efficacy 4,516 43,158 20,480 139,430 10,365 86,828 
80% Efficacy 1,030 1,406 3,836 4,487 2,232 2,811 

 
*We assume 50% of cases in the ICU die, a figure which is consistent with Ferguson et al and roughly 
the mortality of ARDS cases, generally. Additionally, we assume that once available ICU beds are full, all 
cases requiring ICU in excess of availability result in deaths. Cumulative death estimate assumes the 
number of available beds with ventilator-capacity in the ICU is 2000.   
**Peak and cumulative ICU hospitalizations is the estimated number of needed ICU beds. These may be 
in excess of capacity at peak times.  
 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

Our findings suggest the phase 1 social distancing has had an impact on the number of cases being 
reported in Colorado. The short- and long-term trajectory of COVID-19 in Colorado, including the 
number of deaths and whether hospital capacity is exceeded, depends on the efficacy of phase 2 social 
distancing over the coming month. Our models suggest high levels of social distancing sustained over 
the coming month can not only flatten the curve but bend the curve such that we see a decline in cases 



and hospitalizations and do not exceed hospital capacity. Because we cannot yet observe the impact of 
the state-wide stay at home order in the epidemiological data, we modeled a set of scenarios describing 
the potential efficacy of social distancing. A key question in the days ahead is how phase 2 social 
distancing is actually impacting contact rates and ultimately, the accumulation of cases in Colorado. 

In modeling social distancing scenarios, we assumed they impact all populations essentially evenly.  
However, changes in contact rate may not be uniform across the population – essential workers, 
homeless populations may be more vulnerable populations in need of special considerations. We also 
made the strong assumption that once a COVID-19 patient enters the hospital, no further spread of 
infection occurs. In reality, we know that health care workers have become infected with COVID-19 with 
serious, and sometimes fatal, consequences. Slowing the rate of infections such that hospital capacity is 
not exceeded, can help improve the likelihood that healthcare workers have access to personal 
protective equipment and hospitals are able to adhere to infection control protocols. Lastly, it is not 
currently understood whether the transmission of SARS-CoV-2 varies seasonally but if it does, this may 
impact long-term projects of infections (National Academics of Medicine), which is not currently 
accounted for in our models.  

 

 



From: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice on behalf of Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To: kyle.m.brown@state.co.us; sarah.tuneberg@state.co.us; Kacey Wulff - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS;

@state.co.us; Melmed Jacki; Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE
Subject: Fwd: Requesting Help to Ramp COVID-19 Testing by Pharmacies
Date: Thursday, April 9, 2020 9:10:29 PM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Kathleen Jaeger <KJaeger@nacds.org>
Date: April 9, 2020 at 4:36:58 PM MDT
To: "Governorpolis@state.co.us" <Governorpolis@state.co.us>,
" @state.co.us" < @state.co.us>, "Jill.Ryan@state.co.us"
<Jill.Ryan@state.co.us>, "COHELP@RMPDC.org" <COHELP@rmpdc.org>,
"michael.conway@state.co.us" <michael.conway@state.co.us>,
"DORA_Insurance@state.co.us" <DORA_Insurance@state.co.us>,
"tracy.johnson@state.co.us" <tracy.johnson@state.co.us>
Subject: Requesting Help to Ramp COVID-19 Testing by Pharmacies

Dear Governor Polis and State Executive Team,
 
Yesterday, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services released critical
guidance (link) that authorizes licensed pharmacies to order and administer COVID-19
tests including serology tests.   This action was taken by Secretary Azar under the Public
Readiness and Emergency Preparedness Act (PREP Act), designed to rapidly expand
COVID-19 testing across America.  Yet, more synergistic action is needed by your state
for COVID-19 testing to come to fruition in your communities.  Significant policy
impediments may stand in the way of achieving this goal and other vital public health
goals.  Below is a Proposed Executive Order for your consideration. 
 

1. COVID-19 Testing Outside Pharmacies or other Settings:  We urge you to
remove any remaining restrictions and extend any necessary authority for
pharmacies to successfully engage in end-to-end COVID-19 testing, from
screening, ordering, testing, communicating results to testing waste.  As such,
we urge you to provide: 1)  an exemption, waiver or suspension of any of the
provisions of the Pharmacy Practice Act and corresponding regulations as well as
other state polices; and (2) the requisite authorizations, if applicable, that
without said authority, would hinder, impede, or limit the ability of pharmacies,
pharmacists, interns and techs to successfully screen patients for COVID-19
tests, and to order, perform, and then report the results of COVID-19 tests
directly to patients.  These may include state CLIA or laboratory authorizations or
restrictions, biomedical waste restrictions among others.

 
2. Therapeutic Interchange:  We urge you to remove any policy restrictions and

extend authority for pharmacies to ensure the health and stability of patients
during this pandemic by providing continuous access to essential medications via
therapeutic interchange.  This is a critical issue in hot zones where pharmacies



are experiencing increased prescription volume, spot shortages and a taxed
transportation system.  At least seven states have taken this forward leaning
emergency action. 

 
3. Forthcoming COVID-19 Immunizations:  We urge you to authorize pharmacists

to administer FDA-approved or authorized vaccines to people of all ages without
restrictions and provide coverage for this professional service.  Such action will
align with CDC’s pandemic plans to utilize pharmacists and for communities to
be prepared for a vaccine when it becomes available.

 
4. Ensure Pharmacy Continuity:  We urge you to remove all barriers to ensure

pharmacies can efficiently and effectively provide access to essential
medications and clinical services. 

Proposed Executive Order:  For the purposes of preparing for, conducting to and
mitigating any effect of COVID-19 testing, the Governor grants pharmacy personnel the
requisite authority needed to carry out end-to-end COVID-19 testing.  Likewise, for the
purpose of preparing for, responding to, and mitigating any effect of COVID-19, the
provisions of [CODE], statute and rules promulgated thereunder, that if applied, would
operate to limit distribution, dispensing, or administration of otherwise legitimate
prescription drugs, vaccines authorized by FDA or medical devices in a manner that
could hinder, prevent, or delay mitigation of any health-related condition, are
suspended for a period of 60 days, and automatically extended unless withdrawn
during the pandemic.  This paragraph does not affect any law governing distribution,
dispensation, or administration of any controlled substance as that term is defined in
[STATUTE].
 
We greatly appreciate your immediate action to ramp up COVID-19 testing and ensure
patient care for the citizens of your state.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steven C. Anderson, IOM, CAE 
President & Chief Executive Officer
STEVEN C. ANDERSON, IOM, CAE
President & Chief Executive Officer
sanderson@nacds.org
P: (703) 549.3001
F: (703) 549.7764
National Association of Chain Drug Stores (NACDS)
1776 Wilson Blvd. Suite 200 Arlington, VA 22209

www.nacds.org
www.facebook.com/NACDS.org
www.twitter.com/@NACDS
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To: Jared Polis - Governor of Colorado, CO State Land Board, CDPHE & COGCC

We, the people of Colorado, declare that:

We are living in the midst of a global pandemic present in our state and our communities. This
pandemic, COVID-19, results in respiratory illness, respiratory distress, and even death, at
alarmingly high rates. People with reduced lung capacity, those immuno-suppressed and the
elderly are at higher risk.

Oil and gas activities are responsible for as much as 40% of the pollution that resulted in the
EPA reclassifying Colorado air quality as in “serious” violation of air quality laws, forcing stricter
efforts to reduce air pollution. This pollution is greatly increasing our population’s risk of severe
outcomes from COVID-19. Many businesses that increase public risk are being asked to shut
down during this pandemic.

We, as citizens, must be afforded all available protections by our government; and we thereby
submit that our elected officials:
Shall immediately and without hesitation or reservation, with emergency status employed, do all
in their power, including the use of their protective police powers and the use of all available legal
remedies, including those that stipulate the prioritization of health and safety, to require that all
fossil fuel extraction and production activities known to release harmful VOCs and air pollution be
ceased, without exception, throughout the state for at least 30 days and until the pandemic is
contained in Colorado (i.e. hospitals are not overwhelmed and the number of cases are on the
decline).

As the governor of our great state said during this crisis:

"These are historic times and they call for historic measures."

We call on you to act.

Co-Sponsoring Organizations:  350 Colorado, Broomfield Active Moms, Broomfield CAN, Call to
Action - CO, CatholicNetwork.US, The Climate Mobilization - Colorado, Colorado Rising,
Earthworks, Eco-Justice Ministry, Fort Collins Sustainability Group, The Larimer Alliance, League
of Oil and Gas Impacted Communities, NAACP CO MT WY State-Area Conference, Our
Children's Trust - CO, Physicians for Social Responsibility - CO, Rocky Mountain Peace &
Justice Center, Sunrise Boulder/Denver, System Change Not Climate Change, Together Against
Neighborhood Drilling, Wall of Women, Weld Air and Water, What the Frack?! Arapahoe, Wild
Earth Guardians (and growing)  
******************************************************************
1.Air Pollution Increases Coronavirus Vulnerability, Experts Say”, By Christopher Carbone, Fox
News, March 19, 2020. https://nypost.com/2020/03/19/air-pollution-increases-coronavirus-
vulnerability-experts-say/

2. "If You Live With Air Pollution You're Already More Vulnerable", By Yessenia Funes, Gizmodo,
March 17, 20120. https://earther.gizmodo.com/if-you-live-with-air-pollution-youre-already-more-
vuln-1842366934

3. "People Living In Polluted Cities May Be At Higher Risk From COVID-19", By Emanuela
Barbiroglio, Forbes, March 20, 2020.



https://www.forbes.com/sites/emanuelabarbiroglio/2020/03/20/people-living-in-polluted-cities-are-
at-higher-risk-from-covid-19/

4. "Now Is the Time to Take Care of Your Lungs" By Zoë Schlanger, New York Times, March 27,
2020. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/27/climate/climate-pollution-coronavirus-lungs.html

5. "New Research Links Air Pollution to Higher Coronavirus Death Rates" by Lisa Friedman,
New York Times, April 7, 2020. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/climate/air-pollution-
coronavirus-covid.html
-- 
Micah Parkin
350 Colorado, Executive Director
504-258-1247
350 Colorado on Facebook
www.350Colorado.org
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First Name Last Name City 

Judy Lubow Longmont

Beverly Jahn Denver

Arnie Carter Denver

Kathy Partridge Longmont

Sandra Reavey Denver

Mary Millard Evergreen

Georgia Mattingly Longmont

Linda Drescher Golden

Peter Gunther Chicago

Lorraine Hartmann Seattle

Jared Long Denver

Anita Smith Glen Oaks

Wm Briggs Hermosa Beach

Ricardo Acuna Los Angeles

Robert Janusko Bethlehem

Jean Gore Boulder

Scott Crockett Florence

Carlos Echevarria El Segundo

Leslie Lomas Boulder

Lorraine Johnson Seattle

Ronald Garrison Denver

Richard Creswell Lakewood

David M Lipman Auburn

Mary Jo Al-Tukhaim West Townsend

Dianne Wells Lakewood

Kay Lowe Thornton

Tiffany Rapplean Westminster

Sonia Goldstein New York

Tom Tripp Fort Collins

1



Alex Brown Reno

Julia Gillett Durango

Anita Brandariz NYC

Susan Berzac Castle Rock

Larry Sellers Lafayette

Bob Graver Vincentown

Fran and Joe Aguirre Denver

Carl Carnein Florissant

Kathryn Rose Denver

Bonnie Barfield Smyrna

JONATHAN DAY Laguna

Bruce Thron-Weber Arvada

Carol Farina Denver

Eileen Mitro Ukiah

David Katz Broomfield

Nancy Chismar Edison

Virginia Jastromb Northampton

Marcel Liberge Murphy

James Maguire Boulder

Sandra Garcia Nederland

Jaye Duncan Pagosa Springs

Lynn Mattson Fort Collins

Lynne Glaeske Denver

Betty Ramsey Las Vegas

Vivian Weinstein Denver

Karla Devine Manhattan Beach

David Gurarie Boulder

susan Peirce Lyons

Lawrence Crowley Louisville

Donna Bonetti Boulder

Lynn C. Lang Saint Cloud

Lezlie Ringland Denver
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Isabel Olivera-Morales Boulder

Raleigh Gould Windsor

Anne Hedberg Golden

David Loy Longmont

Aline Rosenzweig Houston

Sondra Hardgrave Loveland

Debra Stein Boulder

Lori Fortier Evergreen

Stan Gelb Longmont

Kate Paradis Boulder

Roslynn Budoff Arvada

Susan Ross Longmont

Peggy La Point Fort Collins

Beth Kessinger Sunrise

Lynn Welch Monument

 Sue E. Dean Longmont

Diane Danby Longmont

dorothy and R Chamberlin Colorado Springs

Lola Wilcox Denver

Diane Brower Steamboat Springs

Kari Jackson Atlanta

Mark Trumbull Boulder

Ms. Maria Cel Hernandez Boston MA.

Kathleen Williams Jamestown

Marc Bruell Carbondale

JB Brockman Boulder

Cleo Dioletis Denver

Rona Homer Scottsdale

fran sherry Robbinsville

Carla Behrens Longmont

Richard Zimmermann Avon

Karen Dike Longmont
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Lon Goldstein Boulder

Phillip Doe Littleton

Jess Soulis Arvada

Laurie Scholl Golden

Ronald Harden Loveland

Jacqueline Eliopoulos Boulder

Susan Permut Monument

Heidi Haehlen Clyde

Annemarie Prairie Boulder

RedLion York Fort Collins

Michael York Narragansett 

Katherine Ross Valparaiso

Joanie Vigh Kentwood

Naomi Curland Longmont

Carol Bylsma Dolores

Chris Hoffman Boulder 

Leslie Weise Niwot

Lois Doll Denver

Michael Johan Boulder

Christine Canaly Alamosa

Jasmin Cori Boulder

Annette Buchanan Ashland

Bob Hannigan Corvallis

Leslie B Distad Castle Rock

Dana Nobles Denver

Heidi Wood Greeley

Bonnie Schwab Lafayette

Peter Blair Louisville

JANET RUTIGLIANO Montrose

Heather Hintz Wheat Ridge

Mel Mays Colorado Springs

Lee Stark aurora
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Tracey Katsouros waldorf

Alice Patricia Gustavson Colorado Springs

Corinne Greenberg Berkeley

Kent Hallam Colorado Springs

Eva Jahn Boulder 

Donna Plutschuck Dillon

Linda Curtin Cedaredge

Jessica Lawyer Colorado Springs

R W Westminster

Pat Dunn Aurora

Patricia Dishman Nashville

Terrye Whitaker Louisville

Jennifer Fleming Lafayette

Barbara Jacobsen Sonoma

Elliot Chase Denver

Claudia Ryan Englewood

Donald Paden Loveland

Carolyn Wacaser Denver

Gaia S. Colorado Springs

Georgia Locker Fort Collins

Diane Curlette Boulder

Michelle Sewald Denver

L Biernacki Boulder

Jalynn Venis Denver

Andrea Chisari Mims

Charlotte Alexandre Thornton 

Chris Grondahl Lafayette

Jerry Unruh Manitou Springs

Mary Smith Hotchkiss

Elizebeth Stewart Colorado Springs

Lisha Doucet Wellington

Ace Hull San  Leandro
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Jane Cadwallader Evergreen

Evelyn McMullen Montgomery

Judy Wagner Salida

Tracey MacDermott Denver

Leah Bookman Greeley

Kat Haber Edwards

Terry Snyder Boulder

Mel Apodaca Denver

Peter Gradoni ALFRED

Mary Keithler Englewood

Marcus Lanskey Englewood

Karen Larsen Littleton

carol lee Ridgway

Nicole Rosa Colorado Springs

Cathy King-Chuparkoff Saint Cloud 

Freddie Sykes Tennessee Ridge

Elizabeth McClain Boulder

Barbara Donachy Denver

jeff bohan winston-salem

Janis Hallowell Longmont

Randi Mccallian Colorado Springs

Myrna Castaline Boulder

Preston Elrod Parker

Michael Johnson Lone Tree

Barbara Comstock Longmont

Sandra Toland Aurora

Nancy York Fort Collins

William Backes Madison

Kimberley Rivero Boulder

Tricia Olson Boulder

Paula Powell Greeley

Barbara Tripp Fort Collins

7



Thomas Walsh Menomonie

Kristin Coble Columbus

Patricia Borri Wheat Ridge

Emma Shook University Hts

Ron Boddicker Colorado Springs

Chris Moore Denver

Doug Randolph Woodland Park

Paddy Mcclelland Denver

Claire Cafaro Fort Collins

Joe Day Boulder

RICHARD KOMMRUSCH Fort Collins

Lenny Obolsky Littleton

Michael Stevens Pierce

Edna Brillon Boulder

Kathy Kaiser Boulder

alexandra zobel Littleton

Lyn Lowry Longmont

Hazel McCoy Longmont

Maya Kurtz Glenwood Springs

Eva Cantu Dallas

Heather Baines Longmont

Sean Matthews Littleton

Neil McLane Longmont

Gayle Burstein Littleton

Karen Kalavity Broomfield

Kathryn Christian Grand Junction

Jim Malone Evergreen

Gayle Lieban Denver

Connie Allison GENEVA

B. Z. Mary Esther

Brad Jolly Brighton

Cosima Krueger-Cunning Boulder
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william Daly Denver

Stan Neering Salt Lake City

thomas daly Boulder

Rex Sanford Modesto 

Franklin Whitney Jr. Boulder

Wendy Brown Arvada

Janet Wyatt Fruita

Robin M Baer Lakewood

Jim Robertson Santa Monica

Laura Harper Denver

Nancy Hall Denver

Jennifer Brace Joshua Tree

peter Korba Boulder

Michael. Tucker Pueblo

Mary Simon Denver

Dennis Rogers Hubbardston

Ann Johnson Carbondale

Jeanne Puerta Denver

Kevin Tong Golden

George Melendrez Palisade

Marvin Guymon Littleton

Linda Mulka Buena Vista

Kay Parker Coaldale

Lorren James Aurora

Scott Norris Broomfield

Kim Croft Colorado Springs

Roger Soares Port Townsend

Jan Wilson Aurora

Laura Jo Newman Denver

Gretchen Hammond Denver

John Hedberg Golden

Kathleen Turnbull Arvada

9



Deborah Janeczko Boulder

Dennis Hough Syracuse

Maureen Porcelli North Bergen

Patricia Lutton Littleton

David Rudin Colorado Springs

Margaret Richardson Boulder

Eleanor Thomas Livermore

Linda Graae Fort Collins

Jean Lela Longmont

Elena Klaver Niwot

Greg Mahoney Denver

Eleanor Bristol Boulder

Donna Harrison Littleton

Nina Dunn Basalt

Lisa Zales Centennial

Olga Guerra Denver

Dusty Dodge Evergreen

Elaine Branjord Fort Collins

Laraine Lebron Utica

Renee Grant Pen Argyl

Karla Horst Littleton

Karen Christiansen Fort Lupton

Scott Hatfield Boulder

Carol Pucak Carbondale 

Cindy Lurie Lafayette

Ronald Booth Westminster

Douglas Waggoner Boulder

bert corley hanahan

Todd Olk Centennial

MR.LYNNWAR LACY ST.PETERSBURG

Ashley Wheeland Denver

Tasha Frazier Aurora
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Eric Politzer LOS ANGELES

Barbara Mills-Bria Denver

LAURIE BRET BRETZ Denver

Christel Markevich Nederland

LAUREN SWAIN Denver

Doug Henderson Fort Collins

Greg Smith Westcliffe

Hunter Lovins Longmont

Susan Frontczak Boulder

Jeff Hart Denver

Margaret Fuhr Denver, CO

Mary Caraway Boulder

David Thibodeaux Boulder

Kathy Gritz Boulder

Edward Behan Fort Collins

Bonnie Mettler Boulder

Jane Nachazel Los Angeles

Patrick Hunter Carbondale

hannah vinje Hot Springs

Dana McMaster Aurora

Elana rose Sharon

Jackie Pomies San Francisco

Joan Glasser Boulder

Sylvia Sullivan Goleta

Gary Overby Sun Prairie 

Joan Spero Denver

Martha Herrero Costa Mesa

Heather Schreck Denver

Nancy Ehrenreich Boulder

Pam Burrell Denver

Mark Lamotte Denver

jaimie epstein Boulder
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David Rogers BOULDER

Lucy McGuffey Durango

Jocelyn Stowell UNITED STATES

Alison Mason Fort Collins

Mary Dantzler Colorado Springs

Marian krogh

Susan Riederer Denver

Molly Prince Denver

Anne Fitzgerald Clifton

Sharon Cascone Boulder

Sibyl Stork Fort Collins

Guy Lopez Lafayette

Myrna Prentice Broomfield

David Jaggar Boulder

Jan Baulsir Broomfield

Evan Lloyd Fort Collins

Elaine Radiss Great Barrington

Denise Motta St. Louis

Mollie williams Colorado Springs

Lindsey Thomas Denver

Conny Seay Loveland

Kathyleen Devine Broomfield

Terry Phillips Nathrop

eric polczynski pagosa springs

Greg Abernathy Fairplay

Celeste Dowiatt Fort Collins

Jane Enterline Boulder

Candice Knight Boulder

Brian Colon Fort Collins

stephen Thomas Boulder

Doug Parker Boulder

Joshua Knight Denver
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Gabriel Stanley Richton Park

Judith Battaglia Ambler

Harry Corsover CO

Andy McNutt BOULDER

Julie Lang Denver

AnnMarie Cleary Broomfield

Carole Chowen Grand Junction

MAria Michael Boulder

Eric Novikoff Denver

john Varn Broomfield

Kristen Swanson Springfield 

Ronda Lawrence Boulder

Mary Headley Longmont

keith Boulder

suzanne spiegel Lafayette

THERESE GILBERT Greeley

Ian Courts Evergreen

Suzanne Koehler Commerce City

Currie C Barron Boulder

Danika Carter Colorado Springs

Maureen Brighton

John Shepherd Boulder

Brian Gillin Superior

Katherine Robertson Fort Collins

Janet Rose Colorado Springs

Nooshin Farjadi Westminster

Connie Curtis Denver

Ruben Weaver Denver

Donna Rhodes Boulder, Co.

Frederica Acora Boulder

Stephanie Clark Brookfield 

V Peters Denver
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Gary Erb Boulder

Gretel Follingstad Santa Fe

Sarah Babetski Louisville

Burke Hilsabeck Longmont

Martha Dick Boulder

Karen Jones Denver

Edith Lackland Seattle

Evan Ravitz Boulder 

Dennis Branjord Fort Collins

EL Hudetz Fort Collins

Margaret Durham Peterborough Town 

Cory Carroll Fort Collins

richard forer Lafayette

Janice Lynne Fort Collins

Michelle Wilson Loveland  

Nancy Sullo Boulder

Sharon Smith Sharon

Edwin Schlapfer Ophir

Michelle Cavanaugh Leadville

Janet Geldert Fort Collins

John Galetzka Longmont

Melissa Spengler Pueblo

Nancy Sexton Fort Collins

Robin Izer Colorado Springs

BONNIE LOWDERMILK Boulder

Glynnis Gilbert Denver

Nancy Thal Lafayette

Joseph Peraino Golden

Ken Gamauf Boulder

Dakota Jones Durango

Mark Steele Boulder

Claudia McGuire Denver
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Evelyn Hutt Denver

Abigail Driscoll Longmont

Anna Koop Denver

Kim Atkinson Palo Alto

Brian Earley Lancaster 

Peter Judkins Boulder

Nancy Hicks Fort Collins

Elissa Spiller Sandia Park

Katherine Delanoy Eagle

Deann Snider Boulder

Sian Hauver Golden

Megan Wilder Boulder

Victoria Barriga Denver

Renee Millard-Chacon Henderson

Lynnette Chiotti Saint Helens

Sam Mason Colorado Springs

Jessica Turner Longmont

James Stratman PhD Denver

Lisa Ross Idaho Springs

robert rock Denver

Ellen Bober Arvada

Donne Richmond Lakewood

Katie Robinette Denver

Deb Bjork Fort Collins

wanda osterman Denver

Kent Borges Colorado Springs

Paul Bassis Louisville

Ruth Clevenger Denver

Lester Ronick Longmont

Virginia Winter Boulder

Mary Koltze Denver

Yvonne Coulmas Denver
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Steve Heising Boulder

Jim Brett Paonia

Kathleen Streid Noe Durango

Courtney Ferreira Denver

Peni Caven Thornton

John Dulles Broomfield

Andy Cooperman322@ Littleton

Deborah Shirey DENVER

Morgan Gianola BROOMFIELD

Mary Pevoto Blanco

Sharon Conley Boulder

Leigh Ann Dillinger Longmont

Oliveann Slotta Denver

Allyson Sawtell Denver

Chris Devlin Denver

Pat Eaton Rollinsville

Celeste Razavi-Shearer Broomfield

Carrie Gleason Sedalia

Maria Orms Denver

Kathleen Adamson Aurora

Mrs. J. Moore Glenwood Springs

Susan Harman Littleton

James Campbell Grand Junction

Ralf Schuetz Longmont

J. Kozura MESA

Jennie Markarian Broomfield

Holly Olivarez Boulder

Judith Wierzbowski Glen Burnie

Kati Schenk Canon City

Emma Bray Englewood

Ellen Johnson-Fay Colorado Springs

Jenny Kendler Chicago
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lyn du Mont golden

Alice Janet Scheevel Grand Junction

Nancy Mullin Denver

Padma Wick Longmont

Dan Allen Lone Tree

Patricia Reda Edgewood

Andres Moreda Edwards

Nicole DeMario Broomfield

Belinda Biddle Loveland

Charlotte Hamilton Littleton

Susan Noble Commerce City

Jim and NancyRoberts Kirkland

Edward Necker Eugene

L.M. Peacock Marietta

JESSE FOX Arvada

Cindy Stenkamp Ft Collins

Mary Anna Thompson Denver

Amy Korres Louisville

Nancy Stern Erie

Kathleen Bentley Forks

Shirley Smithson Greeley

MICHAEL STRIEBY Evergreen

Rhiannon Scanlon Denver

Christina Bornstein Aurora

Dave Robinson Littleton

Megan Thorburn Fort Collins

Camille Bradbury Boulder

Janine Solano Denver

Sharon Wilbert Denver

sharon murra Denver

Becky Early Broomfield

Jennie Edgar Aurora
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Risa Tatarsky Denver

Mike LaMair Englewood

Isis Usborne Denver

Christina Eason Boulder

MARGARET MASSEY BOULDER

Mary Hamburger Fort Collins

Ashley Barnes Lafayette 

Emily Barron Palmer Lake

Judith McQueen Denver

Linda Kallas Oceanside

James Crooks Denver

Melissa Larson Erie

Matthew Coleman West Chester

ayushma khadka Carrollton

Leora Frankel Boulder

Theron Makley Denver

Katherine McCardwell Arvada

Leanne Lindberg Loveland

Elbert Peacock Marietta

Jamie Blatter Denver

Emma Heth Denver

Kim Wood Broomfield 

Tricia Grable Louisville

Jenny Sunderwirth Littleton

shelley fenwick northglenn

Kristine Weeks Yakima

Brice Maiurro Denver

Porfidia Beuke Broomfield

Kate Kissingford Ouray

Laura Gunderson Boulder

Debora Martin Boulder

Alden Perkins Boulder
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Mary E Lizie Manchester

Sam Allen Littleton

Kelsie Michelson Boulder

Phil Westfall Colorado Springs

Denise Thomas Longmont

barb douma Longmont

David Schroeder Aurora

Cynthia Bonney Boulder 

Ilan Sebba Boulder

Laurie Loeb Carbondale

Thomas Yeager Broomfield

Stephanie Abadi Denver

Joel Schott Colorado Springs

Gary Zimmerman Longmont

Jesse Borrell Boulder

Ana Rodriguez Aurora

Kim Akeley-Charron Loveland

Kate Inskeep Boulder

Vance Howard Lyons

melissa ulev Lafayette

Fred Kirsch Fort Collins

Becky Elder Manitou Springs

Tracy Abell Denver

Fred Malo Carbondale

Elena Lopez Fort Collins

margaret murphy milwaukee

Deborah McNamara Boulder

Scott Hatfield Boulder

Brendan Havner Littleton

Felicia Mendygral Colorado Springs

Kimberly Wagner Highlands Ranch

Linda Byrd Broomfield
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Celeste Rossmiller Aurora

Brittany Hoard Tucson

Jevon Markarian Broomfield

Shane Mcdonald Broomfield

Jesse Krisher Denver

Doris Bailey Lake Jackson

Marna Widom Fort Collins

Missy Howse-Kurtz Lawton

Macie Markarian Broomfield

Cristen Logan Broomfield

Hayley Bubb Fort Collins

Darcy O’Banion Denver

Cris Camery Longmont

Amanda Broadbent Denver

Elaine Sparrow Lakewood

Ashley Kushner Colorado Springs

Bindi Binkley Boulder

David Roederer Longmont

Emily Dixon Wheat Ridge

Taylor Stack Denver

Ron Bennett Boulder

Lynn Merrill Boulder

Emma Krisher Aurora

Robert Hirshorn Rockerville

Dawn Dexter Glenwood Springs

Kristin Baker Boulder

Vanessa Vega New Castle

Joanne DeHart Westminster

Jeffrey Klassen Boulder

Suzanne Tadros Boulder

Elizabeth Teng Denver

Be The Change - Colorado Denver
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Laura Peniche Denver

Patrick Archambeau Greeley

Stephen Perlman Golden

Duncan Gilchrist Boulder

Alexander Batzer Del Norte

Heaven Gentry Del Norte

Katie Krueger Golden

Samantha Brooks Denver

WILLIAM VON BROCK Denver

Jessica Hannebert Louisville

Wren Weltzin Fort Collins

Jerry Rivers Roosevelt 

Brett O'Sullivan Lafayette

Jan Modjeski Murrells Inlet

STACIE CHARLEBOIS SEBASTOPOL

Robert Parker Coaldale

Deborah Irwin WESTMINSTER

Kristyn MacPhail Littleton

David Klass New York

ruth kram w.orange

Pamela Davidson Fond du Lac

Sally Blaser Lafayette 

Rosemary Lytle Colorado Springs

Sue McHenry Silverthorne

Paul Spencer Northampton

Andrea Anderson Aurora

Kevin Curtin Cedaredge

Tommie Clendening Lafayette

Sarah Wallingford Frederick

Mike Abler Santa Cruz

Phyllis Bottoms Bellevue 

Rick Casey Fort Collins
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Anna Lappe Boulder

Eve Mastandrea Louisville

Nan Streicker Boulder

Thomas Krisher Aurora

Lauren Casalino Boulder 

Lisa Metzgar Fort Collins

Cheryl Trine Fort Collins

richard ranieri wolcott

Jacob Foreman Colorado Springs

Leslie Glustrom Boulder

Susan Pernot Cortez

william epstein Brooklyn

Catherine Thomasson Portland

Deborah Fink Boulder

sharon bringleson Fort Collins

Linda Farley Fort Collins

Anna Sofranko Fort Collins

Jenna Parker Fort Collins

Paula Kelly Lafayette

Shakayla Thomas Compton

Elizabeth Franklin Denver

Jeremy Winick Westminster

Jarrett Cloud Morris Plains

Kirsten Erkfritz Boulder

Roberta Erickson Fort Collins

Jonathan Resnick Avon

Jaclyn Oddi Sandia Park

Karl Chwe Denver

James Briars Erie

Nick Kerwin Boulder

Steve Pomerance Boulder

Dan Greenberg Boulder
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Bob Coulson Denver

Ruth Duerr Westminster

Stephanie Small Boulder

Noa Iacob Ann Arbor

Rebecca Sobel Santa Fe

Michele Swenson Denver

Judy Dulles Broomfield

Neil Allaire Broomfield

Janet Caspers Denver

Lauren Swain Denver

Leslie Tassi Berthoud

patty holloway Denver

Hilary Morland Denver

Allison Schaaf Louisville

Lauren Collins Boulder

Conor May Durango

Roberta Smith Salida

Esther Friedman Salem

Madeleine Jacobs MD Florence

Talia Kowitt Thornton

Mark Kowitt Thornton

Elizabeth Moura Broomfield

Guy Giordano Thornton

Deborah Bronstein Boulder

Lori Ascani Brighton

Judith Miller Tacoma

Frances Feinerman Loveland

Christa Slessor Morrison

Elizabeth Teng Denver

Joan Tanous Boulder

Thomas Lopez Denver

Susannah Vukosa Broomfield
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Rep. Jason Crow’s Office to Launch “Thank
Yous for Local Heroes” Program

 

Coloradans are invited to submit thank you cards and drawings for
essential workers on the frontlines of the coronavirus outbreak

 

AURORA, CO -- Today, Representative Jason Crow (CO-06) launched
“Thank Yous for Local Heroes” inviting constituents of the sixth district
to submit digital notes and drawings for the doctors, nurses, first
responders, grocery store employees, and other essential workers
working to keep Coloradans safe and healthy during the coronavirus
outbreak. For the program, Crow’s office is partnering with various
stakeholders throughout the district to deliver the cards. 

 

 



WATCH HERE: The Crow kids show their cards for local heroes

 

“One of the best things we can do to keep our neighbors healthy is
practice social distancing and stay home. However, there are
thousands of Coloradans, from health care workers to grocery store
employees, who are on the front lines of the fight against the
coronavirus and risking their health to keep our community safe and
healthy. For their work, we are eternally thankful,” said Crow. “As
parents ourselves, we are teaching our kids that not all heroes wear
capes and encouraging them to write thank you cards to show their
gratitude and appreciation to the workers on the frontlines of the
pandemic.”

 

To submit a digital thank you card or drawing, visit
https://crow.house.gov/thankyou. 

# # #

 

-- 

Eric Walker
Speechwriter

c: 732-991-1489
127 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
eric.walker@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

-- 

Maria De Cambra

Director of Communications and Community Engagement 

C 614.330.8382
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
maria.decambra@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this
state-owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa < @state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] state support for Denver re: homeless
Date: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 2:43:12 PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Salazar, Alan B. - MO MA2952 Executive" <Alan.Salazar@denvergov.org>
Date: April 6, 2020 at 7:28:54 PM MDT
To: "Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa" < @state.co.us>, Mike Willis - CDPS <mike.willis@state.co.us>
Cc: "Fisher, Britta E. - HOST MA0054 Director of the Denver Office o" <Britta.Fisher@denvergov.org>, "Mueller,
Matthew T. - OEM Executive Manager" <Matthew.Mueller@denvergov.org>
Subject: RE:  [EXTERNAL] state support for Denver re: homeless

Lisa,

 

Many thanks and for your partnership and leadership since this crisis descended on us.  You have been outstanding and so
has the State team.

 

We’re grateful for the Governor’s willingness to deploy the National Guard to our existing shelters starting this week. This
will provide vital support to our providers, whose staffs and volunteers are stretched to the limit and simply do not have
the space to provide necessary physical distancing. We do not disagree that a hotel/motel strategy is optimal, and we will
continue to aggressively pursue this strategy.  The Mayor has made personal calls and Britta Fisher (copied here), in
coordination with the City Attorney, has been working diligently to secure agreements with willing hotel managers. 

 

We currently have 119 rooms under contract, and today the Mayor implored hotel and motel owners to step up.  We expect
that within days we will have hundreds more under contract. We have a detailed list of who we have reached out to and
would welcome the Governor’s participation in a new round of outreach, or even to reinforce the Mayor’s requests.  We
also appreciate the Governor’s perspective about the use of multiple recreation centers.  Unfortunately, only a few of these
are equipped with fire sprinklers and that presents a safety challenge for overnight 24/7 use.  That said, we are continuing
to explore any/all city venues we control.  Britta can shed additional light on these efforts.

 

The benefit of bringing service providers and guests together in large facilities like the National Western Center and
Denver Coliseum?  It expands shelter capacity immediately, and allows the providers to pool resources and provide
collective care to this extremely vulnerable population. So we will continue to pursue that option, in accordance with the
Mayor’s directive that in addition to Plan A (hotels and motels), we have a Plan B.  The shelter providers have been very
clear with us that they need to decompress the shelter system, much like we are attempting to do for the hospital system.

 

Best,

 

Alan

 

 

From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa < @state.co.us> 
Sent: Monday, April 6, 2020 5:41 PM
To: Salazar, Alan B. - MO MA2952 Executive <Alan.Salazar@denvergov.org>; Mike Willis - CDPS
<mike.willis@state.co.us>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] state support for Denver re: homeless

 



This message was sent securely using Zix®

 

Alan, 

I just tried calling you and I am hoping to find time to call you again tonight to talk about this  But in the meantime I  wanted to make sure there is no
confusion one the state's position on supporting Denver's homeless efforts for COVID 19  I have field several calls today from state legislators and
other advocates mischaracterizing the state's position, so to clear it all up here it is on "paper" so to speak

The state is ready and willing to deploy the national guard to support existing shelters who are experiencing staff shortages  

The state is ready and willing to deploy the national guard to help stand up Denver city rec centers as additional shelters  

The Governor's position is that smaller shelters are better and he is not willing to use the national guard to support one large mega shelter  We also
hope use of the guard for this purpose is a temporary bridge to a more sustainable solution as they are needed in our statewide health crisis support  

The state believes we should be pursuing hotels as the best option to achieve max social distancing and the Governor and I are standing ready to make
calls to help this effort, but hope to gain a better understanding of the efforts made to date rather than having us make cold calls  But the feedback I got
today through the rumor mill is the hold up is legal language around restoring the hotel rooms back to original condition, this language is language we
have certainly agreed to for the city for the convention city so i hope this not standing in the way of a viable hotel option  Can you ground truth this for
us? 

I will try to give you a call this evening after the Governor's address  

thanks 

Lisa 

 

 

 

--

Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail
account may be subject to public disclosure.

This message was secured by Zix®

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be



subject to public disclosure.



From: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice on behalf of Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>
To: @state.co.us; eve.lieberman@state.co.us; David Oppenheim; maria.decambra@state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: Colorado Hospital Association Statement on COVID-19 Hospitalizations Data
Date: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 1:34:37 PM

FYI 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Billinger - CDPS, Patricia" <patricia.billinger@state.co.us>
Date: April 7, 2020 at 11:22:15 AM MDT
To: Jill Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE <jill.hunsakerryan@state.co.us>, Mike Willis -
CDPS <mike.willis@state.co.us>, "Bookman - CDPHE, Scott"
<scott.bookman@state.co.us>, Maria De Cambra - GOVOffice
<maria.decambra@state.co.us>, Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice
< @state.co.us>, Eric France - CDPHE <eric.france@state.co.us>, Stan
Hilkey - CDPS <stan.hilkey@state.co.us>, Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE
<rachel.herlihy@state.co.us>
Cc: Deanna Herbert - CDPHE <deanna.herbert@state.co.us>, Ian Dickson -
CDPHE <ian.dickson@state.co.us>, "Trost - CDPS, Micki"
<micki.trost@state.co.us>, "Bralish - CDPHE, Jessica"
<jessica.bralish@state.co.us>
Subject: Fwd: FW:  Colorado Hospital Association Statement on COVID-19
Hospitalizations Data

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Julie Lonborg <Julie.Lonborg@cha.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 7, 2020 at 11:04 AM
Subject: FW: Colorado Hospital Association Statement on COVID-19
Hospitalizations Data
To: Billinger - CDPS, Patricia <patricia.billinger@state.co.us>

Sent this morning.  We are already getting calls and will do media around this
today. 

 

Julie G. Lonborg, M.S.

Senior Vice President

7335 East Orchard Road

Greenwood Village, CO 80111



Direct:  720.330.6019

Cell:  303.913.9808

Julie.Lonborg@cha.com

www.cha.com

 

 

From: Cara Welch <Cara.Welch@cha.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 10:39 AM
Cc: Cara Welch <Cara.Welch@cha.com>; Julie Lonborg
<Julie.Lonborg@cha.com>
Subject: Colorado Hospital Association Statement on COVID-19
Hospitalizations Data

 

Colorado Hospital Association Statement on COVID-19
Hospitalizations Data

 

GREENWOOD VILLAGE, COLO. – April 7, 2020 –

 

“Colorado Hospital Association and its member hospitals and health systems
applaud Governor Polis for extending the state’s ‘stay at home’ order,” said
Darlene Tad-y, MD, CHA vice president of clinical affairs. “The state shared its
modeling data yesterday, which shows that Colorado is making progress in
flattening the curve through extensive social distancing efforts, but that cases
continue to increase. That is why it is crucial that Coloradans continue to practice
social distancing and stay at home, to protect vulnerable neighbors and ensure that
the capacity of our health care system can manage this pandemic.

 

“However, other models, such as the COVID-19 Projections from the Institute for
Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) at the University of Washington, that have
been distributed show that cases in Colorado may have already peaked.
Unfortunately, we believe those studies may mislead Coloradans into thinking
this is behind us, when in reality, it isn’t. That data doesn’t align with what is
actually happening in Colorado hospitals currently – which we are tracking very
closely.

 



“As of this morning, there were 1,228 Coloradans hospitalized with COVID-19 or
with COVID-19 symptoms. That number has grown steadily since mid-March,
when hospitals began reporting this data to the state. Many of these patients
require a supportive hospital stay, which includes oxygen to breathe, fluids,
monitoring and medication administration. Of those patients, a smaller group –
about 20 percent of those hospitalized – require critical care during their stay.
These patients are critically ill, including multi-system organ failure, and they
often require the support of a ventilator to breathe. On average, COVID-19
patients that need a ventilator are on the ventilator for five days, with some
patients requiring support for as many as 10-14 days. And on aggregate, 40-50
percent of hospitalized patients will require ventilator support at some point
during their stay.

 

“The IHME study suggests that 110 ventilators will be adequate to support
Coloradans who become sick with COVID-19. We know that there are nearly
four times that number of patients on ventilators in Colorado hospitals today. Not
only does this undercut the volume of COVID-19 and COVID-19-suspect patients
in our hospitals, but it also entirely misses the other ICU patients who may need
to be on a ventilator as well.

 

“We are all looking forward to the day when we can return to a more normal way
of life, but as Governor Polis noted yesterday, we are not there just yet. On behalf
of Colorado’s hospitals and our thousands of providers who are doing the heroic
work of trying to save as many Coloradans’ lives as possible during this pandemic
– we ask that the public continue their heroic role by staying home and social
distancing.”

 

About Colorado Hospital Association

Colorado Hospital Association (CHA) is the leading voice of Colorado’s hospital and health system
community. Representing more than 100 member hospitals and health systems throughout the
state, CHA serves as a trusted, credible and reliable resource on health issues, hospital data and
trends for its members, media, policymakers and the general public. Through CHA, Colorado’s
hospitals and health systems work together in their shared commitment to improve health and
health care in Colorado.

# # #

 

Cara Welch, MBA

Director of Communications

Colorado Hospital Association



Work: 720.330.6073

Cell: 303.588.5368

 





















From: Vandeventer - OIT, Jay on behalf of Vandeventer - OIT, Jay <jay.vandeventer@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Thank You
Date: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 10:45:10 AM

Jared Polis,

Thank you so much for what you are doing for Colorado during this COVID-19 crisis. 
Thank you for being pro-active and taking a hard stand.  And thank you for keeping
us, your employees, and the State of Colorado informed of your actions and being
specific as to why you have, and are, taking the measures you have taken.  

I can only imagine the pressures you must feel. 

Be Safe!
jay

Jay F Van Deventer
Application Developer
State-wide Applications & Solutions / HR & Payroll
Governor's Office of Information Technology

P 303-764-7860
601 E. 18th Avenue, Suite 250
Denver, CO 80203
jay.vandeventer@state.co.us  |  www.colorado.gov/oit

 

How am I doing?  
Please contact my manager, Lori Kassmeier at lori.kassmeier@state.co.us or 303.764.7912 for
comments or questions.









From: Stephen Hamer on behalf of Stephen Hamer <stephendhamer@gmail.com>
To: Governorpolis@state.co.us; jared.polis@state.co.us; @state.co.us
Cc: @state.co.us; luis.lopez2@lasanimascounty.org; felix.lopez@lasanimascounty.org;

tony.hass@lasanimascounty.org; michaelg.aragon@state.co.us; jtucker@msrhc.org; mshaiffer@msrhc.org;
itrujillo@msrhc.org; Stephen Hamer; Andrew Bizer; Garret DeReus; James R. Daniel

Subject: RATIONING CRITICAL MEDICAL CARE
Date: Monday, April 6, 2020 1:30:25 PM

April 6, 2020 
  
via Electronic Mail

The Honorable Jared Polis

State Capitol Building 

200 East. Colfax Avenue, Room 136

Denver, CO 80203

Re:  Survival of People with Disabilities During COVID-19 Pandemic

Dear Governor Polis:

People with disabilities with chronic health conditions are doubly vulnerable
during the COVID-19 crisis: we are vulnerable to acquiring the COVID-19
virus and to suffering more severe effects, and we are vulnerable to
healthcare discrimination that may deny us necessary care. As a result,
Coloradoans with disabilities and chronic health conditions are experiencing
escalating fear and anxiety, on top of any physical effects of viral illness. We
need your continued leadership to communicate and ensure that Colorado
will protect the rights and access to care of disabled people of all ages.
I am a 70 year old paraplegic and a disability advocate. I strive to protect
and advance the civil and human rights of all people with disabilities through
legal advocacy, training, and education. I am committed to increasing
accessible and equally effective healthcare for people with disabilities and



eliminating persistent health disparities that affect the length and quality of
our lives. My work is based on the knowledge that people with disabilities of
varying racial and ethnic backgrounds, ages, genders, and sexual
orientations are fully capable of achieving self-sufficiency and contributing to
their communities with access to needed services and supports and the
reasonable accommodations and modifications enshrined in U.S. law.
I thank you for the swift and decisive actions that you have taken to protect
the people of Colorado from COVID-19. Your decision to invoke a state-
wide “stay-at-home” order will protect people with disabilities and their
families from the virus’s accelerating community spread. I now ask you to
consider taking the following actions to ensure that people with disabilities
receive equitable and effective healthcare in Colorado, which will, in turn,
help maintain the health of all Coloradans
The prospect of shortages of medical staff and equipment for treating those
made severely ill by COVID-19 has triggered discussion of “rationing”
medical care.
While the coronavirus crisis poses serious challenges to our social and
health care systems, state and federal laws including the ADA, Section 504,
and Colorado law prohibit any “rationing” measures by public or private
entities that discriminate on the basis of disability. Denying care to disabled
individuals who are likely to benefit from care is unlawful.
Moreover, swift and efficient action now may prevent or ameliorate the need
for rationing. I gently suggest that you must speak out about these efforts to
alleviate widespread fear and anxiety among vulnerable populations,
including Coloradans with disabilities.
I further urge you and state agencies to swiftly issue a directive to health
care providers and insurers, hospitals, and other medical providers on
maintaining their obligations under state and federal disability
nondiscrimination laws during the coronavirus crisis, including in the
allocation of scarce medical resources. Such guidance should include the
following basic principles:

The presence of a disability, including a significant disability, is not a
permissible basis for denying people access to care or giving them a



lower priority for care.
The fact that a disabled person may have a lower likelihood of survival
is not a permissible basis for denying care or allocating the person a
lower priority for care. If the person will benefit from care, then they are
entitled to access care on an equal basis as others.
The fact that a person with a disability may require reasonable
accommodations during treatment, or more intensive treatment, is not
a permissible basis for denying care or allocating the person to a lower
priority for care.
All medical decisions about providing care must be based on current
objective medical evidence, and not based on generalized
assumptions about a person’s disability. Treatment decisions may not
be made based on misguided assumptions that people with disabilities
experience a lower quality of life.

Covered entities should be permitted to prioritize those with a greater
urgency of need, and delay non-urgent care. They need not allocate scarce
resources to individuals with no chance of survival. But people with
disabilities should not face discrimination in seeking life-sustaining care that
they will benefit from. The lives of people with disabilities are equally
valuable to those without disabilities, and healthcare decisions based on
devaluing the lives of people with disabilities are discriminatory.
Ensure Access to Home- and Community-Based Services and Related
Services

Individuals with various disabilities who rely on personal care assistance
face a dilemma during the COVID-19 crisis. No person with a disability
should have to choose between catching a potentially deadly new virus and
receiving the assistance needed to perform critical activities of daily living
such as toileting, eating, dressing, and managing medications. No personal
care assistant, whether paid or unpaid, should be required to perform their
duties without proper protective equipment to ensure both their own well-
being as well as the continued well-being of their own families and other



clients with disabilities, or face the ethical dilemma of rendering necessary
duties while beginning to feel sick. The following measures are needed to
preserve the well-being of people with disabilities while they shelter in place:

Fund and establish backup personal care assistant (PCA) registries,
for both public and private pay PCAs, and establish streamlined on-call
emergency back-up alternatives to ensure PCA services when
scheduled PCAs are unavailable.
Place a moratorium on In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS)
reassessments that could lead to service hour reductions, and
suspend policies that deny overtime to IIHSS workers.
Provide and efficiently distribute protective gear for paid and unpaid
PCAs, including family, friends, and volunteers who are providing
personal attendant services.
Include disability-specific providers and needs within guidance on
categories of “essential business” and “essential personnel,” such as
public and private personal care attendants, public transit and
paratransit, privately contracted Non-Emergency Medical
Transportation (NEMT) providers, durable medical equipment
providers/repairers, and veterinarians.

Even short gaps in coverage of personal care attendants and related
services can lead to worsened health and unnecessary institutionalization,
contrary to the integration principles adopted by the U.S. Supreme Court
in Olmstead v. L.C., 527 U.S. 581 (1999). These risks are sharply
heightened by the dangers posed by the coronavirus. I respectfully urge
your immediate action.
I urge the following additional steps to ensure that disabled Coloradoans are
safe in their homes and communities with supports during the COVID-19
crisis:

Ensure that accurate and up-to-date information about the progression
of COVID-19 within Colorado and worldwide is fully accessible in
alternative print and online formats, translated into threshold



languages, and available in American Sign Language and captioned
videos.
Require all private insurers operating in California to provide fully
accessible, current, clear, and readily available information about in-
network and out-of-network coverage of COVID-19 testing and
treatment.
Require public utilities and internet providers to maintain gas,
electricity, water, telephone, and internet services for people with
disabilities sheltering in place.
Ensure that public and private insurance prioritization of healthcare
procedures consider not only the category of procedure before
canceling or delaying it as “elective/non-urgent,” but also the
underlying conditions and cross-disability needs of the person who will
be undergoing a scheduled procedure.
Continue provision of ADA paratransit, NEMT, and accessible on-
demand service for passengers, including trips to the grocery store,
medical facilities, and COVID-19 testing sites. Maintain ADA
paratransit service areas even where bus routes are cut.
Protect passengers and workers by ensuring the provision of adequate
protective gear and cleaning supplies for transit workers, including
NEMT providers and janitorial support staff.
Place a comprehensive state-wide moratorium on evictions and a hold
on termination of public benefits, including all administrative actions
that result in individuals being cut off from public benefits.

Ensure Legal Services and Prompt Affirmative Responses to the Potential
Violations of Rights of Disabled Coloradans

I ask that Colorado take steps to bolster financial and human resources in
Colorado's legal service organizations to ensure that they have the capacity
to provide timely representation for individuals who face unlawful medical
“rationing” based on disability, any unnecessary and involuntary



institutionalization, and other forms of discrimination in COVID-19 treatment
and testing.
I further ask that you ensure that Colorado and its agencies respond
immediately and effectively to any reports or complaints indicating that the
rights of people with disabilities are being violated. While this must include
prioritization and streamlining of administrative complaint procedures at the
Office of Civil Rights and other agencies, we call on the Governor and the
heads of relevant agencies to respond affirmatively and forcefully to any
formal or informal report.
Our state has long been a leader in many aspects of healthcare,
accessibility, and civil rights protections for people with disabilities. Help us
to maintain our reputation as a leader in preserving the rights of people with
disabilities. I would welcome the opportunity to work with your administration
on ensuring that people with disabilities in our state receive equal and
effective healthcare during the COVID-19 crisis under the priorities detailed
above.
Sincerely,

Stephen Hamer

ADA/Section 504/Inclusion Advocate

Post Office Box 946

Trinidad, Colorado 81082

Mobile: (719) 428-8113









From: Lieberman - GOVOffice, Eve on behalf of Lieberman - GOVOffice, Eve <eve.lieberman@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: WHITE HOUSE MEMO:
Date: Monday, April 6, 2020 9:26:44 AM

Recent Federal Actions:

On Friday, the SBA Paycheck Protection Program began offering nearly $350 billion in loans 
to small businesses.

If an employer maintains their workforce, the SBA will forgive the portion of the loan 
used to cover the first 8 weeks of payroll and certain other expenses.

In addition to its traditional loan programs, the SBA is also providing Economic Injury 
Disaster Loans and forgiveness for up to six months of new and existing loans.

FEMA is expediting movement of critical supplies from the global market to medical 
distributors in various locations across the U.S: 

80 tons of PPE supplies to New York, New Jersey and Connecticut. More to Chicago, 
Miami, Los Angeles, Columbus, Ohio

Upon arrival, PPE is provided, in varying quantities, first to medical distributors in 
areas of greatest need; then, the remainder will be infused into the broader U.S. supply 
chain. 

Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) is limited and ventilators are shipped to the states in the 
amount needed to manage the immediate crisis.

Federal government has 9,800 total ventilators available, which includes 9,054 in 
the Strategic National Stockpile and 900 available from the Department of 
Defense.

To submit a request, states and tribes will work through their FEMA/ HHS 
regional leadership.

As of April 3, FEMA and HHS have delivered ventilators from the Strategic 
National Stockpile to California (170), Connecticut (50), Illinois (450), Louisiana 
(150), Maryland (120), Michigan (400), New Jersey (850), New York (4,400), 
Oregon (140) and Washington (500).



The president invoked DPA on April 2nd for 6 companies to ramp up production. The 
manufacturers mentioned include General Electric, Hill-Rom, Medtronic, ResMed, Royal 
Phillips, and Vyaire Medical who will now be able to secure the supplies they need to build 
more ventilators.

There is a national resource prioritization cell that makes the decision by county on where the 
priority lies.

CO has counties on the list but the process just started Friday so only a few in the 
hottest spots have received vents. Production will ramp up with DPA so that will 
increase the supply.

Issues to Raise:

Shortage of Supplies

We are critically short on ventilators. We estimate that we will need 4,150 
additional ventilators during the last two weeks of April. My team has been working 
nonstop over the past several weeks to find, refurbish, and repair ventilators, 
anesthesia machines, and BiPAPs within our state AND to place orders with ventilator 
manufacturers. But I was recently told by domestic ventilator manufacturers that 
orders intended for us and other states are being superseded by FEMA.We reviewed 
the list of ventilators distributed by FEMA on April 2, 2020, and Colorado was not on 
the list, we really need to be on the next one. 

We are respectfully asking that FEMA not supersede Colorado’s orders, and ask 
the ventilator companies Zoll and Ventec to fulfill Colorado’s orders in April. We 
are also asking that FEMA clearly communicate what resources we can expect, and 
when, so we can appropriately incorporate that essential information into our 
overall response plan.

We have gone to extraordinary lengths to find, refurbish, and repair 
ventilators, anesthesia machines, and BiPAPs within our state from 
hospital wearhouse shelves to ambulatory surgical centers to 
veterinarian offices, to ensure we utilize every asset already within our 
control. These efforts resulted in an additional 852 ventilators being 
repurposed. 

We are facing critical shortages of drugs associated with ventilators. Hospital 
orders are not being filled, and manufacturers are reporting an inability to fill orders 
on time. 



We need help freeing up paralytics that may be being used by dentists 
and veterinarians. There is a federal statutory limitation that required 
them to register with the DEA if they disperse more than 5% of their 
supply. Can that be waived so we can get those medications to our 
hospitals?

National Guard Activation (502(f)

Colorado has met the requirements outlined by FEMA Guidance on National Guard Title 32 
Status, I am requesting additional authorities and 100%  funding reimbursement under 502(f)
(2)(A) of Title 32, U.S. Code to assist the State of Colorado to combat the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

FEMA GUIDANCE:

A state or territory must have been approved for a Major Disaster declaration for the COVID-
19 response

The state or territory must have activated the lesser of 500 individuals or 2 percent of National 
Guard personnel in the State or Territory in response to COVID-19.

Colorado has activated 119 (2.2.%) of our force. This has been communicated to the 
National Guard Bureau  

A specific request for the reimbursement through Title 32 status must be submitted to the 
FEMA Administrator via the FEMA Regional Administrator, and it should identify specific 
emergency support functions the National Guard will carry out for COVID-19 support in 
accordance with the Stafford Act.

-- 
Eve Lieberman
Chief Policy Advisor and Legislative Counsel

C 202.281.0136    
200 E. Colfax Ave. Denver CO 80203
eve.lieberman@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor



From: France - CDPHE, Eric on behalf of France - CDPHE, Eric <eric.france@state.co.us>
To: Hilkey - CDPS, Stan; Hunsaker Ryan - CDPHE, Jill; Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa; Kevin Klein - CDPS; Mike Nugent

- CDPHE; Mike Willis - CDPS; Polis - GOVOffice, Jared; Rachel Herlihy - CDPHE; Scott Bookman - CDPHE
Subject: Re: Thoughts on the next couple weeks - 4/5/20
Date: Sunday, April 5, 2020 5:24:21 PM

 

On Sun, Apr 5, 2020 at 3:47 PM Burman, Bill MD <Bill.Burman@dhha.org> wrote:

Colleagues,

 

Once again, a quiet office and lack of phone and email messages let me review a bit and
think about next steps in the COVID-19 epidemic.

 

First, I think we have clear evidence of the effectiveness of social distancing measures. 
Take a look at the graph on new admissions to metro-area hospitals over the past month
(page 6 of the attached COVID dashboard).  Denver County cases have clearly stabilized
beginning on about March 31st.  Hospital admissions in other metro area counties are also
stabilizing at about the same time.  I still worry somewhat that these numbers may be
affected by delays in getting COVID-19 tests back on new admissions, but that seems less
likely with each passing day (and as testing in hospital labs becomes more widely
available).   Furthermore, Denver Health data show a stabilization in new admissions for
COVID-19.

 

We also have an independent data source that suggest that transmission has stabilized. 
Syndromic surveillance data for Emergency Departments on the Front Range show a prompt
rise in persons with COVID-like symptoms in early March, followed by a an inflection on ~
3/12/20 and stabilized rates since about 3/16.  A potential confounder in the syndromic
surveillance data is that there was public messaging over this time period that persons with
mild to moderate symptoms not seek care in Emergency Departments.  However, I doubt
that the messaging had that kind of durable impact.

 

Finally, new diagnoses of COVOD-19 in Denver County have been stable at 50-75 cases per
day for more than a week, despite increased testing over this time period (page 5 of the
dashboard).

 

It is notable that the timing of stabilization in hospital admissions occurs at a time consistent
with the imposition of social distancing measures in the Denver metro area: school closures
began on March 12th and were complete by March 16th.   Restaurant and bar closures
happened on March 17th.  If we think that hospital admissions occur about 10-14 days from



the transmission (5-7 days from exposure to symptoms, 5-7 days from symptoms to hospital
admission), then a stabilization in hospital admissions on March 31st would make sense.

 

My summary – no data source is perfect, but I think the combination of these data sources
strongly suggests that transmission within the Denver metro area has stabilized, if not
decreased.

 

 

Implications

Computer models

First, computer models of COVID disease in Denver and the state have projected
substantially faster rates of increase in diagnoses and hospitalization than are seen in these
data.  I am  not a modeler, but I suspect this is due to understandably conservative estimates
for the impact of social distancing. 

 

Second, I find myself increasingly skeptical about projections for peak hospitalizations in
June (or even October, in some models).  I have not found detailed data on COVID on the
west coast, but my sense is that our results are similar to the experience of Washington and
California. (and quite distinct from the experience in NYC and New Jersey).  Because
COVID-19 progresses rapidly from exposure to symptoms (median of 5 days), the only
explanation for a peak in June or July is that ongoing transmission continues to increase
during April and May, and this is not consistent with the data above.  A clear caveat is the
lack of data from broad community-based testing, but our ability to assess that key factor is
improving.

 

Eric France suggested the other day that our obsession with a peak may be misplaced, and
that a more likely pattern will be a plateau of hospitalizations and deaths.  This pattern has
not been shown in the computer models I have seen, but it makes sense to me as I look at
these data.

 

A couple important caveats

I worry greatly about two key populations: persons in skilled nursing facilities (and assisted
living facilities of various types) and persons experiencing homelessness.  The Kirkland
experience (and closer to home, the experience in Weld and El Paso counties) shows the
tremendous risk of superspreader events within facilities housing persons who are at high
risk of COVID disease.  The Colorado Sun just published an analysis showing that ~30% of
the deaths in CO have been among SNF residents.  We have to be attentive in providing
assistance to these settings – PPE, symptom screening of staff, rapid access to testing for



both staff and patients.

 

Second, I worry about the establishment of high-level transmission among persons
experiencing homelessness.  My colleagues Sarah Stella and Brian Hill have modeled the
impact of widespread transmission within this population, and it could pack metro-area
hospitals.

 

 

Duration and timing of maximal social distancing

As above, I interpret these data as showing the initial substantial success of social distancing
measures.  Ideally, these measures should be continued until the transmission rate is driven
to a lower rate than we have at present, thereby allowing the South Korean strategy to work
(widespread testing, assistance to cases in decreasing their risk of transmitting to others,
some degree of contact tracing.  We have working groups moving quickly to improve
surveillance, increase community testing, and improve case intervention and contact tracing.

 

A few thoughts:

Surveillance – I think we are making good strides toward a system that can better measure
COVID transmission dynamics, and the key addition will the addition of data from broad
community-based testing.  There are other novel data sources that can be brought in
(employee absenteeism as businesses start to re-open).

 

Testing – laboratory capacity is coming on line quickly that would support the Governor’s
goal of 5,000 tests per day.  My concern at present is the challenges of being able to offer
free, convenient, and administratively simple testing programs.  In particular, the
administrative challenges posed by having a number of health insurance carriers in CO gives
me pause.  Second, we need to quickly ramp up testing and services to persons experiencing
homelessness.

 

Case services and contact tracing – We will clearly need to scale the system to support case
services (interview to determine epidemiology, assistance in decreasing the risk of
transmission to others, and contact tracing.  At DPH, we now have 10 times the capacity to
do this work than we did a month ago, and we still have work to do.  In particular, we have a
lot of work to develop a set of services to persons newly-diagnosed with COVID-19 [PPE,
opportunity for isolation outside the home, income and nutritional support) and to define
what aspects of contact tracing work to decrease overall transmission and how to support
persons who are named as contacts (financial and nutritional support, if they are to be
quarantined, for example).



 

 

In summary, I am heartened by what I take to be substantial progress in our work on
COVID-19.  We are increasingly able to measure the impacts of the disease, we are on the
verge of marked increases in testing, and we have a strategy for using testing as the basis for
control as social distancing measures are decreased.  Lots to do, but I think we are on the
right track.

 

Regards, Bill

 

Bill Burman, MD | Executive Director |Denver Public Health

303 602 8723 Bill.Burman@dhha.org

DenverPublicHealth.org |Join us on Facebook and Twitter

 

The Denver Health email system has made the following annotations
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it may contain information that is confidential or legally privileged.  If you are not the
intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that you must not read this transmission and that any disclosure, copying,
printing, distribution or use of any of the information contained in or attached to this
transmission is STRICTLY PROHIBITED.  If you have received this transmission in error,
please immediately notify the sender by telephone or return e-mail and delete the original
transmission and its attachments without reading or saving in any manner.  Thank you.

-- 
Eric K France MD MSPH MBA
Chief Medical Officer
Colorado Dept of Public Health & Environment

For media inquiries regarding the State of Colorado's response to COVID-19, please email
media_info@state.co.us or call 303-900-2849.  

Members of the public should contact CO-HELP at 303-389-1687 or 1-877-462-2911, for
answers in many languages, or email them at COHELP@RMPDC.org for answers in English.





Subject: Best Practices - rental community

 

Friends, thanks for all you are doing.  I wanted to forward this letter to you for your use if you
so desire.  This letter was sent out to the community last night and has already seen great
response from tenants.  AG Spanos is one of the nation’s largest privately owned multi-family
owners in the country.  Stay healthy!  David

 

 

 

David Wm. Foster, JD, MPA

Partner

 

Foster Graham Milstein & Calisher, LLP

 

 

 

Confidentiality Notice and Disclaimer:  The information contained in this e-mail may contain privileged and/or confidential information intended only
for the use of the individual or entity named above.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution,
copying or other use of this e-mail is strictly prohibited.  If you have received it in error, please immediately notify us by telephone (303-333-9810) or
e-mail, and delete this message.  Although this e-mail and any attachments are believed to be free of any virus or other defect that might affect any
computer system into which it is received, it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure it is virus free and no responsibility is accepted by Foster
Graham Milstein & Calisher, LLP for any loss or damage arising in any way from its use.

 

-- 

Maria De Cambra

Director of Communications and Community Engagement 

C 614.330.8382
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
maria.decambra@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor
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355 Eldorado Boulevard     Broomfield, Colorado 80021 
 

 

 

To the Fusion 355 Community: 

 
As we all continue to monitor the novel coronavirus situation closely, we wanted to reach out 

and share the actions we are taking to assist our residents in need and who have been affected by 
COVID‐19. We understand this is an unprecedented time of uncertainty and that you may have 
suffered a job loss, furlough, or significantly reduced hours.  We realize that you, like many of us, have 
friends and loved ones who are struggling economically and/or that may be sick with the virus. These 
are incredibly difficult times, and the purpose of this letter is to let you all know that we are willing to 
work with you with respect to the impact this crisis is having on your tenancy and upcoming rent 
payments. 

 
If your income has been directly affected by the COVID‐19 pandemic, please know that we 

are willing to open a discussion with each tenant regarding how we can work with you to address 
your April (and other upcoming) rent payments, and your other lease obligations. If you need that 
help, please email us at manager@fusion355.com to start the discussion. 

 

Here are the important things you need to know, right now: 

 
1. If you can’t make your April 2020 rent payment, we are willing to, at a minimum, defer 

that payment to a later date. We will be making a determination about our property 
wide position on the May rent at a later date, as we learn more over the upcoming 
weeks about the projection of the duration of the shut down and spread of the virus in 
Colorado. 
 

2. We will not be assessing late charges, default interest or any other penalties for the late 
payment of the April 2020 rent. However, if you need a modification to your lease terms 
to defer your April rent payment, you need to start the discussion (and send us an email, 
as set forth above). Please do so as soon as you can – In these tough times, we want to 
focus on our tenants who need the most assistance – and, in fairness, everyone has been 
impacted differently. 

 
3. No one will be evicted for nonpayment of rent in either April or May 2020. This time 

period may be extended to comport with applicable shelter in place policies and other 
state and federal requirements and based on the needs of each tenant, as determined on 
a case by case basis. We don’t want you to be worried that you won’t have a place to 
continue to live in these challenging times. 
 

Again, the important first step is for you to contact us and start the dialogue. We will do our 
very best to try to accommodate the specific needs of each of our tenants. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

355 Eldorado Boulevard     Broomfield, Colorado 80021 
 

 
 
 
We encourage you to be a part of our Facebook page during these times, as we will 

continuously post community updates and activities to keep our residents and prospects virtually 
engaged and well‐ informed. 
 

Additionally, there is government help available at both the federal and state level. Below 
is a brief breakdown explaining some of the help available. 
 

Direct Payments 

 
The federal government has authorized one‐time cash payments directly to our citizens. How much will 
you potentially qualify for based on current guidelines? 

 
 Individuals earning less than $75,000 can receive $1,200. 
 Married couples earning less than $150,000 can receive $2,400. 
 If you have children, you can receive $500 per child. 
 Individuals earning more than $75,000 and less than $99,000 – and couples earning more than 

$150,000 and less than $198,000 – are eligible for a lesser amount. 

 
Enhanced Unemployment Benefits 

 
If you have lost your job, you can apply for state unemployment 
benefits. https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdle/unemployment 

 

Per many publications, Congress is enhancing state unemployment to provide more income and to 
cover more people.  Our understanding is that this could mean: 

 
 $600 per week for up to four months on top of state unemployment. 
 Up to 13 weeks of additional unemployment benefits to those already enrolled but who 

are nearing the end of benefits. 
 Expands the program to include a number of workers not normally eligible 

to receive unemployment benefits. This includes: 
o Freelancers 
o Independent contractors/gig workers 
o Self‐employed 
o Those with limited work history 
o Employees who are still employed, but whose hours have been reduced 

 

 
It is important to apply as soon as possible. To help expedite aid, the federal government is funding 
the first week of benefits to encourage states to waive traditional waiting periods, but it may still take 
a couple of weeks to be processed. 
 







emergency. 

If you are currently uninsured or if you have temporarily lost your job due to COVID-19, please take
advantage of this special enrollment period to get affordable health coverage.

Visit connectforhealthco.com and enroll today.

Small Business Loan Assistance

Finally, the federal government has given a lifeline to Colorado small businesses throughout all 64
counties through the Small Business Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loan program, as well as
a new program called the Paycheck Protection Program that provides forgivable loans to companies who
keep employees on payroll instead of laying folks off.

If you are a small business owner who has been impacted by COVID-19, please visit choosecolorado.com
or covid19relief.sba.gov for eligibility information, loan application links and more information about
economic recovery resources.

COVID-19 Webpage

Our administration recently unveiled the COVID-19 webpage -- covid19.colorado.gov/. This resource
will keep you up-to-date on the latest statistics and the latest guidance on how we can protect
ourselves and protect our most vulnerable populations.

Extending School Closures Through April 30

In order to reduce the number of person-to-person interactions and therefore slow the spread of the virus,
I have used my emergency authority to keep schools closed through April 30th.

It is likely that many schools will not return to in-person instruction this school year.

I want to salute all of the superintendents, school leaders, and educators across the state who are
stepping up and working extra hard to build remote learning plans so students don’t lose out on valuable
instruction because of this crisis.

Here in Colorado, our educators are innovative and strong. And we must continue to prioritize creativity
and do the best we can in this virtual environment.  

I know that the extension of closures will be tough news for parents, including those who are juggling
working from home and helping their children with schoolwork. And as a father of two, I know what you’re
going through! I know it’s tough on the kids too. But this is the best way to keep everyone safe, prevent
the spread of coronavirus, and prevent unnecessary death. So I thank all the parents, educators, and
students out there for adapting to this situation as best as we can.





Donating Blood

In addition to the need for funding and volunteers -- we also have an urgent need for blood donations.
Blood banks are reporting a sharp drop in donations, attributed to fears about contracting COVID-19.
We want to clear up any misinformation: donating blood is a safe process and people should not be
concerned about giving or receiving blood during this challenging time. And while blood isn’t needed
for coronavirus treatment, it’s urgently needed for all of the other medical issues that crop up. We
need more healthy donors to give now to prevent a blood shortage.
So please visit www.vitalant.org, to find a blood drive or donation center near you.

Unemployment Insurance

The federal legislation also expanded unemployment insurance for Coloradans who have lost their job or
lost wages due to the COVID-19 response.

For traditional workers who receive a W2 tax form who have been laid off because of the coronavirus,
those individuals are invited to apply for unemployment insurance at ColoradoUI.gov

You could be eligible for 26 weeks of regular unemployment benefits from the state of Colorado.
Unemployment insurance in Colorado provides around 55% of an individual's average weekly pay, up to a
maximum $618 per week.

In addition to those benefits from the state of Colorado, you could be eligible for an extra $600 per week
for the first four months of unemployment thanks to the federal stimulus package. Furthermore, once you
have exhausted your 26 weeks of state unemployment, you would be eligible for another three months of
unemployment paid for by the federal legislation. If you have already filed and qualified, then you will not
need to file again to get the additional $600 per week from the federal bill added to your weekly benefit. 

Apply for benefits using these four easy steps:

Step 1: Collect any income related information.
Step 2: Go to coloradoUI.gov and click on the “Workers” button.
Step 3: Review your claim before you hit submit.
Step 4: Register with your local Workforce Center

After you file, you should receive a PIN in the mail to launch your claimant account and finish out the
process, including requesting payments. You’ll be paid within two weeks.
But we know that not everyone is a traditional W2 employee; there are many folks in the gig economy who
have lost work and wages due to this crisis. For non-W2 workers, my administration is working to stand up
a separate system to administer the new federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program.

Benefits would be available for nine months. We’re still waiting on federal guidance, but we are hopeful
that benefits will be calculated based on previous income, and we anticipate we will be able to begin
accepting claims in mid-April.









Stay at home unless it’s absolutely necessary to leave your home.
If you do have to leave your home, wear a cloth face covering or a mask.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household cleaning
spray or wipe.
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after going to the
bathroom; before eating; and after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.

If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at
least 60% alcohol. 

If someone at your home is sick, avoid sharing dishes, drinking glasses, cups, eating utensils,
towels, or bedding with other people in your home. After using these items, wash them thoroughly
with soap and water.
Choose a separate room in your home that can be used to separate sick household members from
those who are healthy.  Identify a separate bathroom for the sick person to use, if possible. Plan to
clean these rooms as needed when someone is sick. All of these ways of preventing the spread of
CO-VID 19 are also effective in preventing the transmission of the flu or seasonal colds. Smart
hygiene practices make us all healthier.

Copyright © 2019 Office of Governor Jared Polis, All rights reserved.
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1. 
All faith communities should move their services to an electronic platform and encourage members 
to stay home and watch the service. This is the best way to stop the spread of COVID-19 and to 
save lives.

2. 
Those leading a service online (speaking, music, AV production) may go into their facilities in order 
to create content for online services-- and while together they should strictly follow all social 
distance and safety guidelines.

Drive in service guidelines 

Approve through local county health department 

Stay in cars, windows up the entire time

Be sensitive to noise ordinance issues ie- use shortwave fm to broadcast

No interaction with people in and between cars (ie - no collection of offering)
No food exchanged or meals served- unless prepackaged

Amanda Henderson and Dave Runyon                 
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From: Maria De Cambra - GOVOffice on behalf of Maria De Cambra - GOVOffice <maria.decambra@state.co.us>
To: @state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: Meeting
Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2020 9:08:06 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.bin

CoviXO Overview 3.21[4][1].docx
EUCYT COVIXO H[3].pdf
ATT00004.bin

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Fleischer, David" <David.Fleischer@childrenscolorado.org>
Date: April 1, 2020 at 9:03:03 PM MDT
To: "Cox - GOVOffice, Ali" <ali.cox@state.co.us>, Maria De Cambra -
GOVOffice <maria.decambra@state.co.us>
Cc: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice @state.co.us>, Michael Howell
<wvuscientist@gmail.com>, "VERONICA_FIGOLI@dpsk12.org"
<VERONICA_FIGOLI@dpsk12.org>
Subject: Re:  Meeting

Hi
 
Mike Howell and I can make the call at 2:15. This is promising, and we want the
governor to have this available to treat patients ASAP.
 
I am also attaching a slide deck and info on the company/product.
 
Thank you so much,
David
 

From: "Cox - GOVOffice, Ali" <ali.cox@state.co.us>
Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2020 at 8:48 PM
To: Maria De Cambra - GOVOffice <maria.decambra@state.co.us>
Cc: "Fleischer, David" <David.Fleischer@childrenscolorado.org>, Lisa Kaufmann -
GOVOffice < @state.co.us>
Subject: Re: Meeting
 
Hi Dr. Fleischer,
 
Would tomorrow 4/2 at 2:15pm MT work for you?
 
Best,



Ali
 
On Wed, Apr 1, 2020 at 8:41 PM Maria De Cambra - GOVOffice
<maria.decambra@state.co.us> wrote:

Ali,

Can you please schedule a call with Dr. David Fleischer (ccd) and the
Governor to discuss potential COVID-19 drug. Gov would like to
schedule for tomorrow.

Thanks,

Maria

Sent from my iPhone

 
--
Ali Cox
Director of Scheduling

P 303.866.6230 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
ali.cox@state.co.us| www.colorado.gov/governor
 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This e-mail, including any attachments, is for the sole use of
the intended recipient and may contain confidential and privileged information.  If you
are not an intended recipient, or the person responsible for delivering this message to
an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that reading, copying, using or
distributing this message is prohibited. If you are not an intended recipient, please
contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message from
your computer system. 



 
 

 
 

COVIXO CAN COMBAT COVID-19 

WHAT IS COVIXO? 

COVIXO harnesses the power of the immune system to augment the body’s natural response to invading 

pathogens such as severe acute respiratory distress coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), the causative agent behind 

coronavirus disease (COVID-19).  COVIXO is comprised of nano-sized biovesicles that contain proteins, lipids, 

microRNAs, and messenger RNA.  COVIXO drives cellular functionality including augmenting the type 1 

interferon pathway (Data on file at EUCYT) that is important for anti-SARS-CoV-2 activity.  Additionally, 

COVIXO potentiates cellular proliferation; thereby increasing the number of cells capable of attacking the 

invading pathogen.  The unique mechanism of action for COVIXO enables each patient to generate their own 

adaptive immune response against SARS-CoV-2, including memory T cells and antibodies, which will further 

protect each patient from subsequent exposures and infections.  

 

BACKGROUND ON COVID-19 SPREAD 

Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that cause a range of illness from mild symptoms and discomfort 

to potentially death.  SARS-CoV-2 emerged in December 2019 in Wuhan, the Hubei province of China as a 

new infectious respiratory disease.1-3  Within a matter of months, infections with SARS-CoV2 increased 

exponentially first in China and then throughout the rest of the world.  On March 11, 2020, the World Health 

Organization declared the SARS-CoV-2 to be pandemic.  As of March 18, 2020, more than 215,000 positive 

cases have been reported with approximately 8,733 deaths.4  As the number of cases continues to increase, it 

is imperative that we promptly identify those patients with the greatest risk of developing severe respiratory 

disease and treating them immediately. 

 

HOW COVIXO WORKS? 

Cellular entry of SARS-CoV-2 requires binding of the spike (S) proteins to transmembrane serine protease 2 

(TMPRSS2) where they become primed.  Primed S proteins engage with angiotensin converting enzyme 2 

(ACE2) on the surface of cells triggering endocytosis of the virus into the cell. 5 .  Once inside the cell, SARS-

CoV-2 releases its genetic material and commandeers the host cell machinery to generate additional viral 

particles.  The Center for Disease Control and Prevention currently recommends that diagnostic tests assess 

the expression of nucleocapsid and RNase P genes as evidence of actively replicating virus6.  NanoCyt, a 















































From: Peter Pham on behalf of Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com>
To: Montano - HCPF, January
Cc: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey; bobby@operationmasks.org; Robin Chan; Lily Liu; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: PPE + DME Requests
Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2020 11:41:11 AM

Thanks.. I think lots of states are using KN95 for non medical use (even though cdc allows it)
but the volume is there so definitely for staff anywhere that is looking for protection but isn't
in patient rooms walking in and out of ER etc.

and Niosh is the new 3M :)

As for timing of your needs what's the 2 week, 4 week, 6 week for the below? and for
ventilator, is there a specific spec/model type and any ratio of non invasive vs. invasive? i.e
non-intubated vs. intubated.  Or is this all a now.  Difficulty would be finding the financing
gap for the entire order now. Even with a irrevocable PO.  Is a 50% up front a possibility? or
only net 3 days? Ideally of course as other states are doing as I mentioned, it's an upfront wire
transfer to be prioritized and lower prices (finance fee otherwise)

2,000,000 N95 masks
3,000,000 surgical masks
500,000 surgical gowns
250,000 face shields
7,000 ventilators
3 million surgical gloves (S,M,L)

On Wed, Apr 1, 2020 at 10:30 AM Montano - HCPF, January
<january.montano@state.co.us> wrote:

Peter,

Kacey please correct me if I am wrong, but I believe we are looking for N95 Niosh
approved preferred, or the FDA approved/CE certifications, the KN95s are not what we are
immediately looking for but may need in the future.

3M appears to be fairly high in cost per unit as well as difficult to obtain.

Best,

January N. Montaño, MPS

Colorado COVID Innovation Response Team

C 720-662-3347

1570 Grant Street, Denver, CO 80203
January.Montano@state.co.us I 



 

On Wed, Apr 1, 2020 at 11:26 AM Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com> wrote:
Kacey, can you confirm N95 masks that N95 NIOSH is sufficient (most of what others are
ordering), or N95 FDA-CE? 
3M as you might have heard are virtually impossible to procure.
And whether or not KN95 is something you are considering (reminder CDC approved for
use, but not FDA)

Thanks

Peter

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 4:56 PM Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com> wrote:
Great talking with you today as well.  Sounds like your office already pulled in
Operationmasks.org which as I mentioned to you is the organization we are partnering
with.

Let's see what we can do

Peter

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 12:51 PM Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey
<kacey.wulff@state.co.us> wrote:

Hi Peter,

Thanks for the conversation! What we are looking for is below -- appreciate your help
if you have leads on any of these.

We are looking for the items below in the next 5-14 days. They would be delivered to
our state warehouse.

2,000,000 N95 masks
3,000,000 surgical masks
500,000 surgical gowns
250,000 face shields
7,000 ventilators
3 million surgical gloves (S,M,L)

Best,
Kacey

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211



130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham



From: Montano - HCPF, January on behalf of Montano - HCPF, January <january.montano@state.co.us>
To: peterpham1@gmail.com
Cc: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey; bobby@operationmasks.org; Robin Chan; Lily Liu; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: PPE + DME Requests
Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2020 11:30:35 AM

Peter,

Kacey please correct me if I am wrong, but I believe we are looking for N95 Niosh approved
preferred, or the FDA approved/CE certifications, the KN95s are not what we are immediately
looking for but may need in the future.

3M appears to be fairly high in cost per unit as well as difficult to obtain.

Best,

January N. Montaño, MPS

Colorado COVID Innovation Response Team

C 720-662-3347

1570 Grant Street, Denver, CO 80203
January.Montano@state.co.us I 

 

On Wed, Apr 1, 2020 at 11:26 AM Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com> wrote:
Kacey, can you confirm N95 masks that N95 NIOSH is sufficient (most of what others are
ordering), or N95 FDA-CE? 
3M as you might have heard are virtually impossible to procure.
And whether or not KN95 is something you are considering (reminder CDC approved for
use, but not FDA)

Thanks

Peter

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 4:56 PM Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com> wrote:
Great talking with you today as well.  Sounds like your office already pulled in
Operationmasks.org which as I mentioned to you is the organization we are partnering
with.

Let's see what we can do

Peter



On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 12:51 PM Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey
<kacey.wulff@state.co.us> wrote:

Hi Peter,

Thanks for the conversation! What we are looking for is below -- appreciate your help if
you have leads on any of these.

We are looking for the items below in the next 5-14 days. They would be delivered to
our state warehouse.

2,000,000 N95 masks
3,000,000 surgical masks
500,000 surgical gowns
250,000 face shields
7,000 ventilators
3 million surgical gloves (S,M,L)

Best,
Kacey

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham



From: Peter Pham on behalf of Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com>
To: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey; bobby@operationmasks.org; Robin Chan; Lily Liu
Cc: Montano - HCPF, January; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: PPE + DME Requests
Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2020 11:26:39 AM

Kacey, can you confirm N95 masks that N95 NIOSH is sufficient (most of what others are
ordering), or N95 FDA-CE? 
3M as you might have heard are virtually impossible to procure.
And whether or not KN95 is something you are considering (reminder CDC approved for use,
but not FDA)

Thanks

Peter

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 4:56 PM Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com> wrote:
Great talking with you today as well.  Sounds like your office already pulled in
Operationmasks.org which as I mentioned to you is the organization we are partnering with.

Let's see what we can do

Peter

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 12:51 PM Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey <kacey.wulff@state.co.us>
wrote:

Hi Peter,

Thanks for the conversation! What we are looking for is below -- appreciate your help if
you have leads on any of these.

We are looking for the items below in the next 5-14 days. They would be delivered to our
state warehouse.

2,000,000 N95 masks
3,000,000 surgical masks
500,000 surgical gowns
250,000 face shields
7,000 ventilators
3 million surgical gloves (S,M,L)

Best,
Kacey

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203



kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham





for information. Unfortunately, we cannot provide the specific information requested
concerning unbudgeted expenses over the last two weeks and those anticipated over
the next three months. 

From a practical standpoint, state agencies and the state's emergency operations center
are currently focused on the immediate crisis. The real time accounting that is
necessary to identify and categorize recent expenditures is not possible and would
come at the expense of more urgent needs. Generally, state agencies have been making
the types of COVID-19 expenditures listed in the question from their existing
appropriations or from emergency funds made available to them by the Governor
under his emergency and disaster response powers. These types of expenditures will be
properly accounted for and ultimately charged against the relevant funding sources
available to the state (including the federal Disaster Relief Fund). 

We are also unable to project such unbudgeted expenses for the next three months at
this juncture. Our more immediate challenge is preparing a balanced budget for the
upcoming fiscal year that allows the state to: (1) continue responding to the COVID-
19 health emergency; and (2) maintain essential state services notwithstanding the
significant revenue declines resulting from the unprecedented social distancing
measures necessary to mitigate the COVID-19 health emergency. 

I want to emphasize two points in response to these questions and the
Department's preliminary guidance. 

First, this pandemic has impacted all state government functions. Every state
agency has had to shift their focus in response to the pandemic, and continue to
provide essential state services in altogether new ways. For example:

Executive, judicial, and legislative  agencies are purchasing laptops, IT licenses,
and other tools to allow employees to continue providing state services remotely.
Agencies are paying for ongoing deep cleaning of residential facilities, schools,
offices, state vehicles, and public spaces to prevent the spread of the virus.
School districts are purchasing and distributing equipment and materials and
providing technical support for educators so students can access remote learning.
The Department of Human Services has worked with child care providers and
other community groups to establish a system of emergency child care for health
care providers, public safety personnel, and staff who support critically at risk
populations.

Breaking the state's costs down into a few, easily identifiable categories suggests that



the scope of this impact is contained to distinct areas, but that is not simply the case. 

Second, the costs identified in your guidelines fail to fully capture the direct
impact of the pandemic on state and local government revenues. The social
distancing measures that have been recommended or ordered are causing a dramatic
decrease in almost every source of tax and fee revenue collected by the state. While
spending money in response to COVID-19 is and will remain a state priority, those
expenditures do not address the sudden state revenue shortfall that is likely to be
billions of dollars. The language in the federal statute seems to be broad enough to
allow the state to use the federal money to maintain existing state services. How much
worse will the crisis become if the state does not have sufficient revenue to staff and
operate prisons, psychiatric hospitals, and residential facilities for adults with
intellectual disabilities? And more importantly, the preliminary guidance seems to belie
the intent of Congress that states should be able to use these distributions to address
the potentially catastrophic economic impact that this event is having on their budgets.
(Copies of those statements are included as an attachment.) Thus, we hope that you
will reconsider your preliminary guidance and adopt broader standards that will allow
states to continue to provide all essential services to their citizens. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Carolyn Kampman, Staff Director
Joint Budget Committee, Colorado General Assembly
200 E. 14th Avenue, 3rd Floor
Denver, CO 80203
office: 303-866-4959 
cell: 303-809-1985
carolyn.kampman@state.co.us 

From:        Erica MacKellar <Erica.MacKellar@ncsl.org> 
To:        Carolyn Kampman <carolyn.kampman@state.co.us> 
Date:        03/31/2020 09:33 AM 
Subject:        CARES Act Clarification from Treasury and Questions from Treasury - Responses Needed Today 

Dear Fiscal Officers, 
  
Thank you for your input over the past week on the Federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act
(CARES Act). In response to your questions, NCSL spoke to representatives from the U.S. Treasury Department today



to get clarification on the use of federal stimulus funds for state and local governments. The guidance we received is
outlined below. Please keep in mind, this is all still in development and subject to change, but we wanted to share
what we learned with you right away. Additionally, the Treasury would like your input as they craft guidelines for
allowable uses of the funds. Questions from the Treasury are included at the bottom of this email. They are on a
tight timeframe, so please send your responses by the end of the day on Tuesday, March 31. 
 

The biggest question everyone has: Can the funds be used to backfill lost revenues? The answer is no. The
law is clear in that it does not address revenue losses, only unanticipated expenses due to COVID-19.
Supplemental budgets are allowable expenditures to the extent they are for COVID-19 expenses.
While Stimulus 3 funds can only be used for expenditures related to COVID-19, states may have some
flexibility with the 6.2 percent FMAP increase in Stimulus 2, the Families First Coronavirus Response Act.
States that had budgets enacted prior to March 27, 2020, can use stimulus funds for unanticipated COVID-
19 expenditures.
The current plan is to transfer a state’s portion of the $150 billion in direct aid into a state’s general funds.
 Payments are likely to be made around April 24.
If a state has few or no units of local government that exceed 500,000 in population then the state would
receive more or potentially the full allotment for their state. Treasury assumes that some of the funds
provided to the state would go to local governments; however, Treasury made it clear that it would be at a
state’s discretion.

  
During our call with the U.S. Treasury Department, officials expressed interest in hearing from you. Below are their
questions. Please respond by the end of the day on Tuesday, March 31.   
  
1.        In what areas did your state incur unbudgeted expenses due to the COVID-19 health emergency over the
last two weeks?  Please rank in order of amount. Examples of categories could include health care
infrastructure/facilities, medical/sanitation supplies, testing, first responder overtime, equipment and technology,
or please specify any other categories. 
      
2.        In what areas does your state expect to incur unbudgeted expenses due to the COVID-19 health emergency
in the next three months? Please rank in order of amount. Examples of categories could include health care
infrastructure/facilities, medical/sanitation supplies, first responder overtime, testing, equipment and technology or
please specify any other categories. 
  
Thank you for your quick assistance, and please let us know if you have any questions. 
  
Best, 
  
Erica MacKellar 
National Conference of State Legislatures 
Program Principal, Fiscal Affairs Program 
303.856.1403 
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House of Representatives Debate - 3/27/20 

Rep. Hoyer  

Our legislation creates a Coronavirus Relief Fund to provide additional resources 

to states, local governments, and tribes to address costs incurred responding to 

the coronavirus pandemic. I am pleased that the final legislative language gives 

states broad flexibility in how they spend the money they will receive.  

 

Some state leaders have expressed concern that a provision requiring that funds 

be spent only on newly identified needs could prevent states from using this new 

funding for legitimate needs relating to the current public health emergency just 

because the state’s regular budget addresses similar spending needs. That is not 

the intent of the language in our bill. To be clear, we intended for the language to 

give states, localities, and tribes broad flexibility to address needs arising from 

the coronavirus pandemic, regardless of whether the need arises directly from 

new spending related to the outbreak or indirectly as a result of collapsing state 

revenues, as businesses shut down to support social distancing and protect 

public health. 

 

Rep. Delaurio  

In any case, the key is to help states plug the enormous fiscal gaps they are 

currently facing. I am pleased that the final legislative language, unlike some 

earlier proposals that we rejected, gives states broad flexibility in how they 

spend the money they will receive. At this point, it has become impossible to 

separate the effects on state budgets of rising demands for services and 

shortfalls in revenues. 

 

States cannot spend the money on new projects unrelated to the public health 

emergency and its economic fallout. I doubt any state would have done that 

anyway, but the legislation clearly says that they cannot. Beyond that, we trust 

states’ discretion about what expenditures are necessary in light of the current 

crisis. We also know that states planned many expenditures assuming revenues 

that they are no longer receiving. An activity without the revenue to support it is 

not accounted for in the state’s budget. 

 

States should understand that they can apply this money to prevent the cuts that 

would devastate their necessary functions that they can no longer cover from 

their general funds because of the loss of sales and income tax revenues. We are 



assured that the Treasury Department appreciates the importance of getting this 

money out to states quickly, flexibly and with a bare minimum of paperwork. 

 

Senate Debate - 3/25/20 

Sen. Durbin  

The third thing we set out to do is one that is near and dear to me in my State 

and, I will bet, in most other States. We set out to compensate the States and 

some localities, counties, and cities that are spending substantial sums of money 

because of the COVID–19 threats they are facing. 

 

Let’s face it. For the most part, our Governors have been on the frontline of 

defense over the last several weeks when it has come to America’s healthcare. 

They have done exceptional things, and they have been called on to spend money 

in ways they never dreamed of. For example, unemployment benefits, which 

involve State payments in many respects, have mushroomed and skyrocketed 

sometimes 10 times the number they were just last year at the same time. 

My Governor and others—mayors and the leaders of county government have 

come forward and asked: Are you going to help us? We are spending a lot of 

money because of this COVID–19. 

 

This bill does it. It was not an easy task. We had to convince the other side that it 

was money well spent, and I am happy to report that, on a bipartisan basis, we 

reached that agreement. As it should, some $150 million will be going to these 

State and local governments. Those are things that I believe will move us down 

the path toward resolving this challenge in America and doing it in the proper 

way—always keeping in mind that the welfare of workers and their families is of 

paramount concern. 

Sen. Cantwell  

We are also here today, though—besides giving that frontline support to States, 

to cities, to counties, and to our healthcare delivery system—to say that we want 

to try to lessen the economic impacts of a shelter-in-place or social distancing." 

 

Sen. Schumer  

 

Mr. President, I am pleased that the final bill includes a stabilization fund for 

States that the pandemic has hit hard. Given the growing dire fiscal emergency 



States are facing as a result of the coronavirus, I think it is very likely we will 

need to come back and do more. States not only are fighting a growing pandemic, 

but also a bottoming out of State revenues from a lack of sales taxes, as a result of 

responsible social distancing encouraged by the Federal Government, and 

income taxes, as a result of the Department of Treasury delaying the tax filing 

deadline by 3 months. We all are monitoring the situation closely and will 

provide further aid if needed. 

 

For most States, maybe all of them, what they need to do with this money will be 

completely obvious, and we defer to the sound judgment of the States. Out of an 

abundance of caution, we included language requiring that expenditures be 

related to the coronavirus pandemic. This is intended to avoid a situation in 

which a State was to divert these funds to some new, unrelated project that had 

been rejected as part of the State’s regular budgeting process. We do not want to 

be paying for roads to nowhere or other trivial expenses. 

 

Again, for most States, this will not be an issue. The coronavirus has exploded 

their demand for services and strangled their revenue streams so this money will 

just be plugging those holes. No responsible Governor or legislature is even 

thinking about new projects at this time. We understand that, at this point, all the 

impacts of the coronavirus pandemic are merging together. We do not intend to 

subject States to additional paperwork or arbitrary rules. If a State has needs 

that it would not have had without the coronavirus pandemic, that is more than 

good enough." 

 

 



From: Skip Miller on behalf of Skip Miller <workersrising@cowins.org>
To: Jared Polis
Subject: RE: Your work during the crisis
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2020 11:36:33 PM

Dear Jared,

I bet you didn’t sign up to be a first responder when you took this job, did you? 

Our world has completely changed since the last time I emailed you. Our work
life, family life, and community has been turned upside down by the novel
coronavirus. And we are on the front lines fighting it. 

State employees are in a unique position - while other industries work from
home or even lay off their workers, we have been asked to put the needs of
Coloradans ahead of our own to fight this pandemic. 

You may not have signed up to be an emergency responder, but today
you are.

No matter where we come from or what we believe in, we all chose a
career in public service because we want to serve our communities. To
ensure that you have the tools and resources you need to do your job
during this crisis, we have created a survey.

We are using this survey to find out what exactly is going on in your department
and what you need to do your job - and we need you to take 5 quick minutes of
your time to fill it out.







From: Peter Pham on behalf of Peter Pham <peterpham1@gmail.com>
To: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey; bobby@operationmasks.org; Robin Chan; Lily Liu
Cc: Montano - HCPF, January; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: PPE + DME Requests
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2020 5:56:17 PM

Great talking with you today as well.  Sounds like your office already pulled in
Operationmasks.org which as I mentioned to you is the organization we are partnering with.

Let's see what we can do

Peter

On Tue, Mar 31, 2020 at 12:51 PM Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey <kacey.wulff@state.co.us>
wrote:

Hi Peter,

Thanks for the conversation! What we are looking for is below -- appreciate your help if you
have leads on any of these.

We are looking for the items below in the next 5-14 days. They would be delivered to our
state warehouse.

2,000,000 N95 masks
3,000,000 surgical masks
500,000 surgical gowns
250,000 face shields
7,000 ventilators
3 million surgical gloves (S,M,L)

Best,
Kacey

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor

-- 

www.twitter.com/peterpham



From: Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey on behalf of Wulff - GOVOffice, Kacey <kacey.wulff@state.co.us>
To: peter@science-inc.com; peterpham1@gmail.com
Cc: Montano - HCPF, January; Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: PPE + DME Requests
Date: Tuesday, March 31, 2020 1:51:13 PM

Hi Peter,

Thanks for the conversation! What we are looking for is below -- appreciate your help if you
have leads on any of these.

We are looking for the items below in the next 5-14 days. They would be delivered to our state
warehouse.

2,000,000 N95 masks
3,000,000 surgical masks
500,000 surgical gowns
250,000 face shields
7,000 ventilators
3 million surgical gloves (S,M,L)

Best,
Kacey

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor





that capacity to help advocate on their behalf.

Their ask in the letter, in addition to raising awareness of the
impending financial crisis of private pediatric healthcare and kids'
access to care, is a request for a video or telephone meeting
with your health policy staff in order to discuss in further detail
the challenges they are facing and map out shared solutions
and next steps.

This issue is critical for these small businesses in Colorado and
the hundreds of thousands of Colorado children they treat every
year. I am happy to help coordinate a meeting with your staff on
their behalf.
 
Thank you for your leadership during the coronavirus public
health emergency, and we look forward to working with you and
your team going forward.
 
Sincerely,

Zach Zaslow

Zach Zaslow
Director of Government Affairs | Children's Hospital Colorado
zach.zaslow@childrenscolorado.org | w: (720) 777-6555

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This e-mail, including any
attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient and may
contain confidential and privileged information.  If you are not an
intended recipient, or the person responsible for delivering this
message to an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
reading, copying, using or distributing this message is prohibited.
If you are not an intended recipient, please contact the sender by
reply email and destroy all copies of the original message from
your computer system. 

-- 
Eve Lieberman
Chief Policy Advisor and Legislative Counsel

C 202.281.0136    
200 E. Colfax Ave. Denver CO 80203



eve.lieberman@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor





Thank you for your leadership during the coronavirus public health
emergency, and we look forward to working with you and your team going
forward.
 
Sincerely,

Zach Zaslow

Zach Zaslow
Director of Government Affairs | Children's Hospital Colorado
zach.zaslow@childrenscolorado.org | w: (720) 777-6555

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This e-mail, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient and may contain confidential and
privileged information.  If you are not an intended recipient, or the person
responsible for delivering this message to an intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that reading, copying, using or distributing this message is
prohibited. If you are not an intended recipient, please contact the sender by
reply email and destroy all copies of the original message from your computer
system. 

-- 
Eve Lieberman
Chief Policy Advisor and Legislative Counsel

C 202.281.0136    
200 E. Colfax Ave. Denver CO 80203
eve.lieberman@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor





Zach Zaslow

Zach Zaslow
Director of Government Affairs | Children's Hospital Colorado
zach.zaslow@childrenscolorado.org | w: (720) 777-6555

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This e-mail, including any attachments, is for
the sole use of the intended recipient and may contain confidential and
privileged information.  If you are not an intended recipient, or the person
responsible for delivering this message to an intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that reading, copying, using or distributing this message is prohibited.
If you are not an intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email
and destroy all copies of the original message from your computer system. 



From: Zaslow, Zach on behalf of Zaslow, Zach <Zach.Zaslow@childrenscolorado.org>
To: @state.co.us; governorpolis@state.co.us
Cc: Betsy.Markey@state.co.us; Eve Lieberman - GOVOffice; Elisabeth Arenales; Yadira Caraveo
Subject: Urgent request for meeting and support for kids" primary care in Colorado
Date: Monday, March 30, 2020 6:04:55 PM
Attachments: Pediatric Care Network COVID19 Letter to Gov. Polis 03.30.20.pdf

Governor Polis and staff-
 
I'm writing to convey a letter from a group of independent pediatric offices in our clinically
integrated network, the Pediatric Care Network (attached). Children's Hospital Colorado
partners with these independent practices on quality improvement, care coordination,
advocacy, and more--and I'm reaching out today in that capacity to help advocate on their
behalf.

Their ask in the letter, in addition to raising awareness of the impending financial crisis of
private pediatric healthcare and kids' access to care, is a request for a video or telephone
meeting with your health policy staff in order to discuss in further detail the challenges
they are facing and map out shared solutions and next steps.

This issue is critical for these small businesses in Colorado and the hundreds of thousands of
Colorado children they treat every year. I am happy to help coordinate a meeting with your
staff on their behalf.
 
Thank you for your leadership during the coronavirus public health emergency, and we look
forward to working with you and your team going forward.
 
Sincerely,

Zach Zaslow

Zach Zaslow
Director of Government Affairs | Children's Hospital Colorado
zach.zaslow@childrenscolorado.org | w: (720) 777-6555

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This e-mail, including any attachments, is for the sole use of
the intended recipient and may contain confidential and privileged information.  If you are not
an intended recipient, or the person responsible for delivering this message to an intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that reading, copying, using or distributing this message is
prohibited. If you are not an intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and
destroy all copies of the original message from your computer system. 



  

PediatricCareNetwork.org 
pcn@pediatriccarenetwork.org 

 

Children’s Hospital Colorado 
13123 East 16th Avenue 

Aurora, CO 80045 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

March 30, 2020 

Dear Governor Polis, 

We are writing you to bring attention to the danger to our primary care infrastructure because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Colorado’s pediatric primary care practices are on the verge of being decimated. 

We are writing on behalf of the Pediatric Care Network’s (PCN) private practice, primary care 
pediatricians who collectively care for over 250,000 children in Colorado. Our primary care 
presence is vast, with over 350 primary care providers across 45+ practice locations, all of whom 
are facing the very real threat of financial ruin. The PCN aims to improve quality and outcomes while 
also managing the cost of care, and is a clinically integrated network (CIN) founded by community 
pediatricians, University of Colorado School of Medicine practitioners, and Children’s Hospital 
Colorado.  

First, we thank you for your tireless efforts to control the COVID-19 pandemic.  The difficult yet bold 
decisions you are making to support true social distancing, the only known method to curb the rapid 
spread of this dangerous and deadly virus, will help diminish the painful reality our city, state, nation and 
world are living through today and in the near future.   

Like many of our colleagues in primary care medicine (pediatric and adult), we also are small 
business owners.  The attention in the discussion of the pandemic’s effect on our healthcare system has 
rightly focused on the immediate problem of the potentially overwhelming strain on hospital systems.  
However, somewhat forgotten in this consideration is that a large part of our primary care infrastructure is 
made up of small businesses. Hundreds of thousands of children in the state of Colorado receive vital 
health care from small, private, primary care offices. Unlike our non-medical small business colleagues 
who have had to shut down, we are expected and doing our best to stay open on the front lines of this 
pandemic.   

Generally, pediatric clinics are busy treating sick children, providing well-child checks and sports 
physicals, mental and behavioral health assessments, and supporting children with medical complexities.  
Yet in order to do what is best for our patients and the community, we are doing our part to keep patients 
out of our offices, treat them at a distance through telehealth and time-consuming telephone triage, all 
while our revenues plummet. Office visits in our practices have dramatically declined since the middle of 
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Member practices of the Pediatric Care Network 

 

Advanced Pediatric Associates 

Arapahoe Park Pediatrics 

Arvada Pediatrics 

Brighton Pediatrics 

Broomfield Pediatrics 

Castle Rock Pediatrics  

Centennial Pediatrics 

Centennial Valley Pediatrics 

Cherry Creek Pediatrics 

Children’s Eye Physicians 

Children’s Medical Center 

Denver Pediatrics 

Evergreen Pediatrics 

Every Child Pediatrics 

Focus on Kids Pediatrics 

Fort Collins Youth Clinic 

Greenwood Pediatrics 

Guardian Angels Health Center 

Indian Crest Pediatrics 

 

 

 

Kids First Pediatrics 

Lafayette Pediatrics & Internal 
Medicine 

Partners in Pediatrics 

Peak Pediatrics 

Pediatric Associates of Northern 
Colorado 

Pediatrics 5280 

Pediatrics of Steamboat 

Pediatrics West 

Pinnacle Pediatrics 

Rocky Mountain Pediatrics 

Sleeping Bear Pediatrics 

Stapleton Pediatrics and Pearl Street 
Pediatrics 

Thompson River Pediatrics 

University of Colorado School of 
Medicine 

Wheatridge Pediatrics 

 



From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa < @state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Essential Functions of Home Depot Colorado Stores
Date: Monday, March 30, 2020 5:22:24 PM
Attachments: 033020 CO Governor Polis Home Depot Letter .pdf

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Dillon, John J <JOHN_J_DILLON@homedepot.com>
Date: Mon, Mar 30, 2020 at 4:13 PM
Subject: RE: Essential Functions of Home Depot Colorado Stores
To: @state.co.us @state.co.us>

Hi Lisa-

 

I hope you’re doing well.

 

I wanted to circle back with an update on the actions Home Depot has taken to keep our customers and associates safe since I last
reached out.

 

As I’m sure you’re aware, Home Depot has been working with Kacey Wulff and Kevin Klein to source and donate PPE to the state’s
COVID-19 response efforts. Last week we were able to donate tens of thousands of N95 masks and just today we delivered 8 pallets of
gloves.

 

In addition to this, we’ve been executing stringent social distancing practices in our stores, taking care of our associates through
expanded benefits and bonuses, and supporting the needs of critical care facilities and first responders. Specific actions include:

 

Pausing all marketing promotions to reduce store traffic not focused on essential needs
Enforcing social distancing in our stores through floor markers, signage and PA announcements.
Providing two weeks of paid leave for all hourly associates
Providing an additional two weeks of paid leave for associates in certain high risk categories defined by the CDC
Providing weekly bonuses for our hourly associates and double-pay for overtime hours
Providing all store associates with a thermometer to perform health checks before coming to work

 

I have attached a letter with more details on the actions we’ve taken. Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions on the work
we’re doing to keep our communities safe.

 

Stay safe,

 

John

 

 

John Dillon | THE HOME DEPOT

Manager, State and Local Government Relations

M: (301) 758-1580 | John J Dillon@HomeDepot.com

 

From: Dillon, John J 



Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 6:07 PM
To: @state.co.us
Subject: Essential Functions of Home Depot Colorado Stores

 

Lisa:

 

Good evening and I hope this email finds you well.

 

I know that you have a lot on your plate at this point, but I wanted to circle up with you regarding business essential determinations
during this COVID response. The Home Depot is ensuring that we are able to meet the needs of our customers while taking extra
measures to keep both associates and customers safe.

 

Please find the attached letter outlying why we believe The Home Depot should continue to be deemed essential during this time of
need. In the same way we excel in response to a natural disaster, The Home Depot is at the front lines of this pandemic and appreciates
your support as that determination is made in Colorado.

 

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

 

Stay well,

 

John

 

John Dillon | THE HOME DEPOT

Manager, State and Local Government Relations

M: (301) 758-1580 | John_J_Dillon@HomeDepot.com

 

The information in this Internet Email is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this Email by anyone else is unauthorized. If you are not the
intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful. When addressed to our clients any opinions or
advice contained in this Email are subject to the terms and conditions expressed in any applicable governing The Home Depot terms of business or client engagement letter. The Home Depot
disclaims all responsibility and liability for the accuracy and content of this attachment and for any damages or losses arising from any inaccuracies, errors, viruses, e.g., worms, trojan horses, etc.,
or other items of a destructive nature, which may be contained in this attachment and shall not be liable for direct, indirect, consequential or special damages in connection with this e-mail message
or its attachment.

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.



 
 
  

   
 

1155 F Street, N.W. ● Suite 400 ● Washington, DC 20004 
(202)393-4400 ● Fax: (202)393-4414 

 
 

 

 
March 30th, 2020 
 
Dear Governor Polis:  
 
The Home Depot is proud to serve Colorado as an essential retailer through our stores, online and delivery 
businesses, and PRO business.  Our primary focus is providing hospitals, healthcare facilities, first responders, 
testing sites, senior care, infrastructure, and members of the community with critically needed products and 
services to maintain household and business safety, sanitation, security, maintenance, repair and operations.  
This includes serving the professional cleaning services responsible for keeping healthcare and first responder 
facilities clean and sanitized. 
 
The Home Depot is a values-based business, and we always work to do the right thing. We are committed to 
ensuring the safety of our associates and the communities we serve.   
 
Overall, we are: 

• Operating our business in line with guidance from the CDC to protect the well-being of our associates 
and customers. 

• Focused on providing essential services. 

• Taking care of our associates by expanding their benefits. 
• Working to minimize job loss. 

• Supporting the needs of critical care facilities and first responders.   
• Ensuring fair pricing and increasing product availability. 

 
Below are the details of our ongoing efforts and examples of our social distancing efforts.  Please contact John 
Dillon (john j dillon@homdepot.com, 301-758-1580) with any questions or concerns. 
 
Operating our business in line with guidance from the CDC to protect the well-being of our associates and 
customers.  
We are enforcing social and physical distancing in our stores .  Some specific steps we’re taking include: 
 

• Limiting the number of customers in the store at one time.  The typical Home Depot is more than 
120,000 square feet sprawled across a single level and including indoor and outdoor areas.   In high 
volume stores, we are limiting the number of customers allowed in the store at one time using a square 
footage model such as no more than five per 1,000 square feet, which provides 200 square feet per 
person and a seven foot radius. 

• We are enforcing social and physical distancing in all of our stores.  We have marked off the front end 
and other areas to help customers and associates keep a safe distance from each other.  Many of our 
associates are also wearing buttons to remind customers of the importance of social distancing. (see 
diagram, attached) 

• We have implemented social distance-minded unloading of product as we empty trucks and restock the 
stores. 



 
 
  

   
 

• We have posted signage throughout the store and at the entrance and exit to remind customers of 
social distancing (see signage, attached). 

• Stores run P.A. system reminders to customers 4 to 6 times an hour to encourage social distancing and 
hand washing best practices. 

 
To keep our associates safe, we have given every store associate a thermometer and are asking them to perform 
a health check, including taking their temperatures, before coming to work.  Associates with temperatures 
above 100 or with any symptoms of illness are instructed to stay home.  
 
We also have reduced our hours and increased sanitation and hygiene in our stores and distribution centers, and 
paused marketing promotions to reduce traffic not focused on essential needs.  
 
Providing essential products and services. 
We are committed to keeping our stores open as we always do in times of crisis and natural disaster.  We know 
that homeowners and other essential businesses rely on us for urgent needs such as hot water heaters, HVAC, 
refrigerators and other appliances, and electrical and plumbing repair. They also rely on us to prepare for and 
respond when harsh weather strikes, for tarps, propane, batteries, and building and roofing repair.   

 
Taking care of our associates by expanding their benefits. 
We have: 

• Added two weeks of paid leave for hourly associates. 

• Created more flexible time-off, flex-time, and work-from-home policies. 
• Extended and waived co-pays for dependent care benefits. 

• Instituted additional leave and further expanded paid time off benefits for associates who are in certain 
high risk categories as defined by the CDC, who have to be quarantined because they contract COVID-
19, or are recommended to be quarantined by the CDC or public health authorities . 

• Provided additional bonuses to our hourly associates in our stores and distribution centers, and double-
pay for overtime hours. 

• Ensured no one is required to report to work if they are uncomfortable doing so for any reason. 
 
Working to minimize job loss. 
We are partnering with retailers, hotel chains and major airlines, as well as other businesses that have had to 
furlough employees by offering employment to their laid-off employees.  We are also working to ensure that our 
professional contractors who provide essential services have the product they need to stay on the job.  Further, 
we are working to offer employment, relaxed credit terms, and other support to those who have lost work.  At 
present, as part of our seasonal ramp-up, we are continuing to hire new employees and have streamlined our 
hiring practices to get new employees on board more quickly. 

 
Supporting the needs of critical care facilities and first responders.    
We are prioritizing the delivery of critically needed PPE and cleaning products, including over 3 million dollars in 
donated product to hospitals, healthcare facilities, and first responders.  
 
Ensuring fair pricing and working to increase product availability.  
Weeks ago, we voluntarily froze pricing across product categories that we anticipated would be in high demand, 
and we implemented limitations on customer quantities to help ensure more essential supplies would be 
available to more customers. Our supply chain and merchandising teams have worked to source and expedite 
the availability of needed products for customers, with healthcare and first responders as a first priority. We 
have leveraged and expanded new innovations within our supply chain and technology capabilities – such as car 
and van direct delivery to customers – to help customers reduce public travel and visits to our stores.  



 
 
  

   
 

EXAMPLES OF SOCIAL DISTANCING IN ACTION 

 

 
FRONT END CHECKOUT GUIDE 

 

 



 
 
  

   
 

EXAMPLE OF SIGNAGE IN STORES 
 

 
 
EXAMPLE OF ASSOCIATE BADGE CARDS TO REMIND CUSTOMERS 

 
 



From: Cox - GOVOffice, Ali on behalf of Cox - GOVOffice, Ali <ali.cox@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice;  Jared; Eve Lieberman - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the Vice President Today, Monday March 30 at 11:30 a.m. ET
Date: Monday, March 30, 2020 8:37:45 AM
Attachments: image001.png

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Date: Mon, Mar 30, 2020 at 8:27 AM
Subject: RE: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the Vice President Today, Monday
March 30 at 11:30 a.m. ET
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>, Obenshain,
Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>, Campana, Ariella M. EOP/WHO
<Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>

Please see the following read ahead for the 11:30 AM Call:

Read Ahead

·         Vice President’s Letter to America’s Hospitals (found here)

·         FEMA Guidance on National Guard Title 32 Status (found here)

·         Updated Critical Infrastructure Guidance (found here)

 

Regards,

Zach Swint

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

The White House

C: (202) 881-6717 | E: Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov

 

 

From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO 
Sent: Monday, March 30, 2020 9:14 AM



To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO <Zachariah.D.Swint2@who.eop.gov>
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO <Nicholas.D.Pottebaum@who.eop.gov>; Obenshain,
Tucker T. EOP/OVP <Anne.T.Obenshain@ovp.eop.gov>; Campana, Ariella M. EOP/WHO
<Ariella.M.Campana@who.eop.gov>
Subject: Confirmation -- Governor-Only Briefing with the Vice President Today, Monday
March 30 at 11:30 a.m. ET

 

 

Good Morning,

 

Your Governor is CONFIRMED to participate in today’s (Monday, March 30) briefing at
11:30 a.m. ET with the Vice President. The Vice President will be joined by Secretary Scalia
of the Department of Labor, Secretary Chad Wolf of the Department of Homeland Security,
and Administrator Pete Gaynor of the Federal Emergency Management Agency. The call is
closed press.

 

As a reminder, this is a governors-only briefing call/VTC (i.e., one call-in per state).
Participation in this call is for governors only, but we encourage governors to be joined by
their respective state health officer, homeland security advisor, emergency manager, and
other key state leaders in the state’s preparedness and response efforts to COVID-19.
Interactions will be limited only to governors and Federal leaders.

 

Call-In Information

You or a member of your team has already registered your Governor for call-in information
via a link. That step resulted in receiving call-in information via email from Audio Conference
Notification (noreply@event-services.com). Please reference that email for call-in
information. That email provided:

o   Dial-In Number

o   Access Code

o   Attendee ID

 







Warmly,
JoyAnn

--

Governor Polis:

I am the president/CEO of the Arc Thriftstores, one of the largest
nonprofits in the state of Colorado .

Last Thu we received exemptions as an essential business from the tri
counties, Jeffco, City of Denver, etc.

Exemptions based on our support of critical infrastructure for the Arc
Chapters, all 15 of whom are exempt, and who serve vulnerable people
with intellectual disabilities.  Without us, they disappear as we are their
primary funding source.

Also based on our efforts to support critical social services during this
crisis.  Collection of 50 to 100 million pounds of food (serving over 25
food pantries), supplies and equipment to shelters being set up to those
being quarantined, cotton to the City of Denver for mask production,
etc.

All of the above is shut down currently.

Note that we have taken extreme measures in our facilities - 50 pct in
person reduction, 6' rule, dedicated full time sanitation staff in each
facility doing complete sanitation multiple times per day, could put in
plastic shields and gloves as well.  As it is, no more than 25 non
employees in our facilities, which avg 20,000 sf.  That leaves an avg of
833 sf for people to distance in, with reminders from us of the same. 
The equivalent of a small apt.

We would even consider having drive thru testing set up in some of our
facilities.

We stand ready to continue our efforts to help the citizens of Colorado
during this crisis - needed food supplies, supplies for shelters for those
being quarantined, cotton for mask production, use of our parking lots
for drive thru testing, support of the Arc chapters serving vulnerable
persons with intellectual disabilities.

In order to do the above, we respectfully ask for an exemption.

Happy to forward letters of support from the Exec Directors of VOA,
Bayaud Industries and the Arc of Colorado, as well as the GM for Channel
7 with whom we do our food drive if that helps you in making your
decision.

And please know that our organization supports you in your efforts to
help people through this crisis.



Thank you,

Lloyd Lewis
President/CEO of Arc Thriftstores





www.readycolorado.com  | www.coemergency.com
http://cdpsweb.state.co us

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.







Public Health & Medical 
Section

“Common Ground” Briefing Slides
8:45am Opening Brief

March 30, 2020



PHMS Updated Org Chart Slide









Site Selection Board

• Purpose: Validate site 
requirement and supportability 
within the CO State COVID-19 
Response Framework

• Endstate: Recommendations to 
Incident Commander / Director 
of Emergency Management to 
authorize creation of additional 
bed capacity.

• Membership: 
• Public  Health and  Med  DIV Director
• OEM Logistics
• CDPHE
• CO Public Utilities Commission
• USACE
• CO Division of Fire Prevention & Control
• FEMA
• HHS

• Time: Daily at 1700  (As Required)
• Location: Rm 256



From: JoyAnn Ruscha on behalf of JoyAnn Ruscha <joyann@ruschapublicaffairs.com>
To: @state.co.us
Cc: Lloyd Lewis
Subject: EO: arc Thrift [essential social services have been suspended]
Date: Sunday, March 29, 2020 1:37:52 PM

Hello Gov. Polis,

Mr. Lewis, CEO of arc Thrift Stores (whom you met at the CCDC luncheon) asked me to get
this letter to you. arc Thrift, a non-profit, is unable to get a clarification from the state if they
are exempt from the EO as they do provide essential services to people with disabilities and
underserved communities (including Meals on Wheels). 

Counties who have issued stay-at-home orders have made it clear that the arc is exempt, but
the state has not. It is my understanding that arc Thrift has not been able to meaningfully
connect with anyone in your office.  

 Without such clarification, all operations, including those supporting the fight against
COVID-19, have been suspended.

Unlike most thrift stores, arc is a non-profit - it funds the Arc Advocacy chapters, and 100% of
the work is community-focused here in CO.  If this is something you can put attention on,
we'd be much obliged. 

Thank you for your time and your work to fight this horrible virus. I hope you and the family
are healthy and well.

Warmly,
JoyAnn

--

Governor Polis:

I am the president/CEO of the Arc Thriftstores, one of the largest nonprofits in the
state of Colorado .

Last Thu we received exemptions as an essential business from the tri counties,
Jeffco, City of Denver, etc.

Exemptions based on our support of critical infrastructure for the Arc Chapters, all
15 of whom are exempt, and who serve vulnerable people with intellectual
disabilities.  Without us, they disappear as we are their primary funding source.

Also based on our efforts to support critical social services during this crisis. 
Collection of 50 to 100 million pounds of food (serving over 25 food pantries),
supplies and equipment to shelters being set up to those being quarantined, cotton
to the City of Denver for mask production, etc.

All of the above is shut down currently.

Note that we have taken extreme measures in our facilities - 50 pct in person



reduction, 6' rule, dedicated full time sanitation staff in each facility doing
complete sanitation multiple times per day, could put in plastic shields and gloves
as well.  As it is, no more than 25 non employees in our facilities, which avg 20,000
sf.  That leaves an avg of 833 sf for people to distance in, with reminders from us of
the same.  The equivalent of a small apt.

We would even consider having drive thru testing set up in some of our facilities.

We stand ready to continue our efforts to help the citizens of Colorado during this
crisis - needed food supplies, supplies for shelters for those being quarantined,
cotton for mask production, use of our parking lots for drive thru testing, support of
the Arc chapters serving vulnerable persons with intellectual disabilities.

In order to do the above, we respectfully ask for an exemption.

Happy to forward letters of support from the Exec Directors of VOA, Bayaud
Industries and the Arc of Colorado, as well as the GM for Channel 7 with whom we
do our food drive if that helps you in making your decision.

And please know that our organization supports you in your efforts to help people
through this crisis.

Thank you,

Lloyd Lewis
President/CEO of Arc Thriftstores



https://www.colorado.gov/governor/

On Sun, Mar 29, 2020 at 12:24 PM Sarah Woodson <sarah@thecolorofcannabisco.org>
wrote:

Dear Governor Polis-

My name is Sarah Woodson, I am the Executive Director of The Color of
Cannabis. The Color of Cannabis is an organization that provides a pathway for
restorative economic and criminal justice to communities negatively impacted
by the war on drugs. TCC represents the equitable interests of POCs in
Colorado.  We advocate for legislation, public policy, business education &
technical assistance, that provides equitable and sustainable opportunities for
POCs in cannabis.  I have attached a letter for your review regarding cannabis
delivery. I look forward to your feedback. 
-- 
Sarah Woodson 
Executive Director 
720-840-7576

The information contained in this e-mail is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s) and may be confidential, proprietary, and/or legally privileged.
Inadvertent disclosure of this message does not constitute a waiver of any
privilege. If you receive this message in error, please do not directly or
indirectly use, print, copy, forward, or disclose any part of this message. Please
also delete this e-mail and all copies and notify the sender. Thank you.



From: Weaver - GOVOffice, Kachina on behalf of Weaver - GOVOffice, Kachina <kachina.weaver@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Cc: Seeb - GOVOffice, Ean; Oppenheim - GOVOffice, David; Eve Lieberman - GOVOffice; Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa
Subject: Re: Social Equity in Cannabis Delivery
Date: Sunday, March 29, 2020 12:43:21 PM

Kachina Weaver
Deputy Legislative Director 

200 E Colfax, Room 136 | Denver, CO 80203
(303) 883-7076 |  kachina.weaver@state.co.us 
https://www.colorado.gov/governor/

On Sun, Mar 29, 2020 at 12:24 PM Sarah Woodson <sarah@thecolorofcannabisco.org>
wrote:

Dear Governor Polis-

My name is Sarah Woodson, I am the Executive Director of The Color of
Cannabis. The Color of Cannabis is an organization that provides a pathway for
restorative economic and criminal justice to communities negatively impacted by
the war on drugs. TCC represents the equitable interests of POCs in Colorado.  We
advocate for legislation, public policy, business education & technical assistance,
that provides equitable and sustainable opportunities for POCs in cannabis.  I have
attached a letter for your review regarding cannabis delivery. I look forward to
your feedback. 
-- 
Sarah Woodson 
Executive Director 
720-840-7576

The information contained in this e-mail is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s) and may be confidential, proprietary, and/or legally privileged.
Inadvertent disclosure of this message does not constitute a waiver of any
privilege. If you receive this message in error, please do not directly or indirectly
use, print, copy, forward, or disclose any part of this message. Please also delete
this e-mail and all copies and notify the sender. Thank you.



From: Shoshana Lew - CDOT on behalf of Shoshana Lew - CDOT <shoshana.lew@state.co.us>
To: @state.co.us
Cc: Lisa Kaufmann
Subject: Fwd: CDOT Suspends Bustang and Outrider Service
Date: Saturday, March 28, 2020 10:13:53 PM

This just went out. 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "News - CDOT, DOT_" <DOT_News@state.co.us>
Date: March 28, 2020 at 10:12:37 PM MDT
To: undisclosed-recipients:;
Subject: CDOT Suspends Bustang and Outrider Service

NEWS FROM:

www.codot.gov
www.facebook.com/coloradodot

twitter: @coloradodot 
 

Contact Info:
Matt Inzeo, Communications Director

240.381.7051 | matthew.inzeo@state.co.us 

March 28, 2020

CDOT Suspends Bustang and Outrider Service 

STATEWIDE - The Colorado Department of Transportation is suspending its
Bustang and Outrider bus service between cities throughout the state, effective
March 29. The suspension is meant to reduce intercity travel. The suspension is
planned to last through at least April 11 and will be reevaluated as guidance or
gubernatorial orders change.
 
CDOT urges all travelers to stay at home whenever possible, limiting all travel to
what is absolutely critical, as defined under the statewide Stay-At-Home order.



Avoiding travel between cities and regions is an important part of limiting the
spread of COVID-19 between different communities. Governor Polis has
specifically urged Coloradans to keep close to home when engaging in limited
critical activities allowed under the Stay-At-Home order.

“We must do everything we can right now to limit the spread of COVID-19,” said
CDOT Executive Director Shoshana Lew. “Minimizing travel between
communities is one important piece of our fight against this virus, and so we are
suspending our intercity bus service.  Please stay at home whenever possible and
comply with the governor’s Stay-At-Home order in full.” 

The suspension of these intercity services is different than the local transit
services that continue to provide essential trips in communities throughout
Colorado.

###



From: Maria De Cambra - GOVOffice on behalf of Maria De Cambra - GOVOffice <maria.decambra@state.co.us>
To: @state.co.us; @state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: White House Release
Date: Saturday, March 28, 2020 10:02:00 PM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Greff, Stacie" <Stacie.Greff@fema.dhs.gov>
Date: March 28, 2020 at 9:57:39 PM MDT
To: Maria De Cambra - GOVOffice <maria.decambra@state.co.us>, "Trost -
CDPS, Micki" <micki.trost@state.co.us>
Cc: "Kimbrough, Lynn" <lynn.kimbrough@fema.dhs.gov>
Subject: White House Release

Statements & Releases 

President Donald J. Trump Approves Colorado Disaster Declaration

Healthcare  

Issued on: March 28, 2020 

Today, President Donald J. Trump declared that a major disaster exists in the
State of Colorado and ordered Federal assistance to supplement State, tribal, and
local recovery efforts in the areas affected by the Coronavirus Disease 2019
(COVID-19) pandemic beginning on January 20, 2020, and continuing.

Federal funding is available to State, tribal, and eligible local governments and
certain private nonprofit organizations for emergency protective measures,
including direct Federal assistance, for all areas in the State of Colorado impacted
by COVID-19.

Pete Gaynor, Administrator, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
Department of Homeland Security, named Lee K. dePalo as the Federal
Coordinating Officer for Federal recovery operations in the affected areas.

Additional designations may be made at a later date if requested by the State and
warranted by the results of further assessments.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION MEDIA SHOULD CONTACT THE FEMA
NEWS DESK AT (202) 646-3272 OR FEMA-NEWS-
DESK@FEMA.DHS.GOV.



Stacie Greff
Director | External Affairs | FEMA Region 8 
303-235-4774 (O) | 303-941-8668 (C)
Stacie.Greff@fema.dhs.gov 

Federal Emergency Management Agency
fema.gov



From: De Cambra - GOVOffice, Maria on behalf of De Cambra - GOVOffice, Maria <maria.decambra@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: For Immediate Release: Gov. Polis Secures Major Disaster Status for Colorado
Date: Saturday, March 28, 2020 6:34:04 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Cahill - GOVOffice, Conor <conor.cahill@state.co.us>
Date: Sat, Mar 28, 2020 at 6:33 PM
Subject: For Immediate Release: Gov. Polis Secures Major Disaster Status for Colorado
To: 

For Immediate Release
Saturday, March 28, 2020
Conor Cahill |conor.cahill@state.co.us | 

Gov. Polis Secures Major Disaster Status for Colorado
 
***INFORMACIÓN SEGUIDA EN ESPAÑOL***

 
DENVER - On Wednesday, March 25, Governor Polis submitted an urgent request to the federal 
government to help Colorado deal with the COVID-19 pandemic. Today, Governor Polis 
announced that President Trump and the federal government had approved the Governor’s 
request in declaring a Major Disaster for the State of Colorado. 

“Colorado is now eligible to receive additional federal resources to help address the global 
epidemic impacting our state, the nation, and the world. This declaration ensures that 
Colorado can be on a level playing field with other states that already have this status like 
New York and Washington when it comes to federal disaster funding and Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) assistance,” said Governor Polis. “Now more than ever, it’s 
important that Coloradans stay home whenever possible. I thank the members of Colorado’s 
federal delegation who advocated for this funding to recognize the seriousness of this 
public health crisis unfolding hour by hour in our state. We are forging new and innovating 
partnerships daily with the federal government and the private sector to minimize the 
health threat and the economic threat of the virus.” 

Colorado is one of the states with the highest presence of COVID-19 on a per-capita basis, with 
a unique situation unfolding in our mountain communities. Colorado continues facing a shortage 
of resources in addressing this pandemic. 

Read Governor’s Polis request which was supported by the majority of Colorado’s federal 
delegation here.  The Governor has engaged with Colorado’s congressional delegation daily on 
multiple calls and efforts to prioritize areas of federal relief. Members of Colorado’s federal 
delegation sent a letter to the President on Thursday urging him to approve Governor Polis’ 
request. Read their letter here. 

California, Washington and New York have received these declarations. 



El Gobernador Polis obtiene el estatus de desastre mayor para Colorado 

DENVER - El miércoles 25 de marzo, el gobernador Polis presentó una solicitud urgente al 
gobierno federal para ayudar a Colorado a lidiar con la pandemia COVID-19. Hoy, el gobernador 
Polis anunció que el presidente Trump y el gobierno federal habían aprobado la solicitud del 
gobernador al declarar un desastre mayor para el estado de Colorado.

“Colorado ahora es elegible para recibir recursos federales adicionales para ayudar a 
combatir la epidemia global que afecta a nuestro estado, la nación y el mundo. Esta 
declaración asegura que Colorado pueda estar al mismo nivel de condiciones con otros 
estados que ya tienen este estatus como Nueva York y Washington en lo que respecta a la 
financiación federal de desastres y la asistencia de la Agencia Federal para el Manejo de 
Emergencias (FEMA) ”, dijo el gobernador Polis. “Ahora más que nunca, es importante que 
los habitantes de Colorado se queden en casa siempre que sea posible. Agradezco a los 
miembros de la delegación federal de Colorado que abogaron por esta financiación para 
reconocer la gravedad de esta crisis de salud pública que se desarrolla hora por hora en 
nuestro estado. Estamos forjando alianzas nuevas e innovadoras a diario con el gobierno 
federal y el sector privado para minimizar la amenaza a la salud y la amenaza económica 
del virus ".

Colorado es uno de los estados con mayor presencia de COVID-19 sobre una base per cápita, con 
una situación única que se desarrolla en nuestras comunidades de montaña. Colorado continúa 
enfrentando una escasez de recursos para abordar esta pandemia.

Lea la solicitud de Polis del Gobernador que fue apoyada por la mayoría de la delegación 
federal de Colorado aquí. El Gobernador se ha comprometido diariamente con la delegación del 
Congreso de Colorado en múltiples llamadas y esfuerzos para priorizar áreas de ayuda federal. 
Los miembros de la delegación federal de Colorado enviaron una carta al presidente el jueves 
instándole a aprobar la solicitud del gobernador Polis. Lee su carta aquí.

California, Washington y Nueva York han recibido estas declaraciones.

###

www.colorado.gov/governor

    

-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "GOV_Cabinet" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to
gov_cabinet+unsubscribe@state.co.us.
To view this discussion on the web visit
https://groups.google.com/a/state.co.us/d/msgid/gov_cabinet/CAMrmNuxg3uzrseoKXAFGMGaAtK4HF3D-
Ey18o9tYGYB9uPnLVw%40mail.gmail.com.

-- 

Maria De Cambra



Director of Communications and Community Engagement 

C 614.330.8382
200 E Colfax, State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 
maria.decambra@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-
owned e-mail account may be subject to public disclosure.



From: JoyAnn Ruscha on behalf of JoyAnn Ruscha <joyann@ruschapublicaffairs.com>
To: @state.co.us
Subject: Re: COVID-19: bootstrap campaign tactics & data-gathering
Date: Saturday, March 28, 2020 6:19:36 PM

Hi Gov. Polis,

Just circling back. I don't mean to imply that the state isn't already using some of these
approaches. But I know resources are limited, and I would love to be of help in any way I can.
Here's an article that might interest you or your staff:

Van Bavel, Jay J., et al. “Using Social and Behavioural Science to Support COVID-19
Pandemic Response.” PsyArXiv, 24 Mar. 2020. Web.  

Regards,
JoyAnn

On Thu, Mar 26, 2020 at 7:21 AM JoyAnn Ruscha <joyann@ruschapublicaffairs.com> wrote:
Hello Gov. Polis,

Thank you for taking the time to chat with me and discuss the potential to help the state
procure and disseminate essential information and data. 

I listened to your press conference yesterday and I understand that some of the attached
ideas are already in place. I was particularly thrilled to hear about outreach to individuals in
isolation and the addition of data experts to the task force. 

I have spoken with a handful of campaign operatives and legislators (from both sides of the
aisle) who support a coordinated COVID-19 'campaign'. Their input influenced the attached
white paper.  We are not doctors or researchers, but we can run lean campaigns and
capitalize on the human spirit to get things done. 

Thanks for all you do,

-- 
JoyAnn Ruscha
Ruscha Public Affairs
(970) 397-4911

-- 
JoyAnn Ruscha
Ruscha Public Affairs
(970) 397-4911



From: Barraza - DOR, Breanna on behalf of Barraza - DOR, Breanna <breanna.barraza@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Stay at home order
Date: Friday, March 27, 2020 10:23:12 PM

Dear Governor Polis, 

My name is Breanna Barraza, I work for the DOR Drivers License. Fortunately, I’ve been
home for the past week and a half, today I had to go to the grocery store to grab some food as
we started running low. 
I noticed so many cars out and about like any other day & a ton of people, families walking
through the store together (parents & children), not just one person. My husband and children
waited for me in the car because we are taking this seriously as my husband is
immunocompromised. 
I am requesting, if possible to change the stay at home order to something stricter, to the point
where people take it seriously, liquor stores and dispensary’s shouldn’t be essential in my
opinion. 
Shut the whole state down completely if needed & possible. I appreciate all that you’ve done
to keep Colorado safe thus far, but I don’t think people are taking it seriously. 
We stand behind you 110% to fight this COVID 19. 
#StayAtHome

Thank you so much, 
Breanna Barraza 



From: Betsy Markey - OEDIT on behalf of Betsy Markey - OEDIT <betsy.markey@state.co.us>
To: @state.co.us
Cc: @state.co.us; danielle.oliveto@state.co.us; conner.murphy@state.co.us; Adam.Zarrin@state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: Message for Governor Polis: Canada-U.S. Border Measures
Date: Friday, March 27, 2020 2:05:50 PM
Attachments: image002.png

Governor,

Please see below the positive message from the Consul General of Canada.

Betsy 

Betsy Markey
Executive Director
Colorado Office of Economic Development
and International Trade 

Begin forwarded message:

From: <Stephane.Lessard@international.gc.ca>
Date: March 27, 2020 at 1:04:44 PM MDT
To: <conner.murphy@state.co.us>, <betsy.markey@state.co.us>
Subject: Message for Governor Polis: Canada-U.S. Border Measures

Dear Betsy and Conner: I would be grateful if you could forward this message to
Governor Polis. The same sentiments extend to yourselves, your colleagues and your
families.
 
Thank you very much.
 
Stéphane
 
 
Dear Governor Polis,
 
I hope you and your family are keeping safe in these trying times.
 
I am reaching out because last week, Canada and the United States agreed on
additional travel restrictions at the Canada-U.S. border, with the shared objective of
slowing the spread of COVID-19, while ensuring trade continues and essential workers
can cross. For further details on the agreement, please refer to the Prime Minister’s
statement here.
 

As of March 21, 2020, the U.S. and Canada temporarily restricted all non-essential
travel across the U.S.-Canada land border. “Non-essential” travel includes travel that is



considered tourism or recreational in nature. The measure will be in place for 30 days,
at which point it will be reviewed by both parties.

As Prime Minister Trudeau indicated, all essential and business travel will continue
unimpeded. Americans and Canadians also cross the land border every day to do
essential work or for other urgent or essential reasons, and that travel will not be
impacted. 

Further, both governments recognize the importance of preserving vital supply chains
between our two countries. These supply chains ensure that food, fuel, and life-saving
medicines continue to reach people on both sides of the border. As such it is my
sincere hope that impacts on the vital trade partnership between Colorado and Canada
will be minimized. My team and I are committed to continuing our efforts with you to
grow even further our trade and investment as soon as circumstances allow.

The Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) is responsible for administering our shared
border on the Canadian side. The CBSA now has an information hotline to respond to
additional questions or should issues occur at the border. The CBSA line can be reached
at 1-800-461-9999.
 
As you know, Canada and the U.S. have a long standing commitment to securing our
shared border. Canadian law enforcement agencies, in very close collaboration with
their U.S. counterparts, use the latest and most advanced technology, including ground
sensors, cameras, radar, and license plate readers to monitor the border and keep both
Canada and the U.S. safe. More information on Canadian actions to keep the border
safe and secure for the legitimate movement of goods and people can be found at the
Connect2Canada site.
 
More generally, further information on the Government of Canada’s response to
COVID-19 can be found on the website linked here.
 
Though most of our Canadian Consulate staff in Denver is now working remotely
because of the pandemic, my team and I remain available by email and by phone to
assist in any way we can. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me (303-513-4553,
stephane.Lessard@international.gc.ca) and/or Kathryn Burkell (303-626- 0667,
Kathryn.Burkell@international.gc.ca) should you have any questions or should you
have a constituent or company that has any concerns.
 
As U.S. John F. Kennedy once said, Geography has made us neighbors, history has made
us friends, economics has made us partners, and necessity has made us allies. More
than this, the great people of Colorado and Canada are family, often quite literally. The
challenges we face, we face together, and this crisis is no exception. Please be assured
of our steadfast friendship, now and always.
 
Sincerely,
 



Stéphane
 
Stéphane Lessard
Consul General of Canada | Consul général du Canada
stephane.lessard@international.gc.ca
Telephone | Téléphone 303-626-0650
Facsimile | Télécopieur 303-572-1159
1625 Broadway Suite 2600  Denver, CO 80202

CGLessard
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This message was sent to paigemarie0423@gmail.com from Communications@nga.org

Bill McBride
National Governors Association

444 N. Capitol Street NW, Suite 267
Washington, DC 20001
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The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged,
proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an intended recipient,
or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the
sender and delete this message.
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Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor



From: Wulff - GOVOffice  Kacey on behalf of Wulff - GOVOffice  Kacey <kacey.wulff@state.co.us>
To: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS
Subject: Re: A Comprehensive Solution for COVID-19 Monitoring and Response
Date: Friday, March 27, 2020 6:23:39 AM

On Thu, Mar 26, 2020 at 9:55 PM Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa @state.co.us> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Andy Slavitt <andy.slavitt@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Mar 26, 2020 at 4:14 PM
Subject: A Comprehensive Solution for COVID-19 Monitoring and Response
To: @state.co.us>

Dear Governor Polis:

Thank you for your leadership in stemming the COVID-19 public health crisis. Your bold action is saving lives.

I have been reviewing and will put out shortly a comprehensive recommendation to the Federal and state governments in connection
with United States of Care, a non-partisan non-profit focused on helping you solve the problem of caring for your state’s population.
Particularly during this trying time.

From Bill Gates to Larry Brilliant, who cured small-pox, leading experts say the proper path consists of this robust approach:

● Phase 1: A strict lockdown lasting 6-10 weeks and until adequate testing is available. The #StayHome memo that I, along with a
number of scientists sent you last week, is critical
plus get surge of medical supplies, etc in place
● Phase 2: Test, trace, quarantine
● Phase 3: Ongoing community monitoring and targeted suppression

In the interim, states, public health agencies and health providers have been significantly hamstrung due to the lack of testing. While
we race to identify a vaccine and possible treatment, states need other tools to identify potential illness hotspots in order to more
smartly deploy testing and quarantine.

We have been on the lookout for tools that can be helpful to you in establishing the kind of monitoring that will get you down that path.
I suspect a number will emerge. The good news is that there is one opportunity to more quickly identify potential areas of illness in
your state; proactively test and then quarantine infected individuals. The goal is to catch clusters of illness and deploy in home testing
before individuals leave their homes to prevent additional spread of infection. This is an intriguing opportunity for you and your public
health leadership to review to conduct at home monitoring by providing digital thermometers to populations in your states. We have
found the results extremely helpful in identifying what’s happening in your state. See the attached memo and glance at the graphs.

While there may be others, one company that has been in the news is Kinsa. The good news is they are increasing production of these
thermometers. The challenge is that they currently only have enough production capacity to partner with up to three states. I propose to
them that they select three states to act as proof points who want to become “mini-South Koreas” and told them I would send a note to
the governors and health departments so states could self-select. Note that I have no financial interest in Kinsa although I have
relationships with one of their board members which could assist us in increasing capacity and recommending pilot states.

To be sure real-time temperature monitoring isn’t the only thing you need to do. But it feels like it could be a critical piece of the
puzzle. I am cc’ing their founder and CEO Inder Singh, who you could also reach at inder@kinsahealth.com as well as Joanna
Dornfeld from USofCare jdornfeld@usofcare.org in case you have broader or additional needs we can help with. 

Best Regards,

Andy

Andy Slavitt
Founder and General Partner
Town Hall Ventures

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff
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Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.

-- 
Kacey Wulff
Chief of Staff
COVID Innovation Response Team
C 720.656.7211
130 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203
kacey.wulff@state.co.us  I www.colorado.gov/ltgovernor
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Re: A Comprehensive Solution for COVID-19 Monitoring and Response 
  
PROBLEM 
With a shortage of tests and no early warning systems for where outbreaks are occurring in real time, it’s 
difficult for Governors to know how to respond and triage assets for COVID-19. 
  
SOLUTION 
Use an existing nationwide network of smart thermometers to manage your COVID-19 response to: 

● Know where fever spikes (an early indicator of COVID-19) are occurring in the community in 
real-time;  

● Deploy resources such as testing, quarantine, and other public health responses exactly where 
they are needed;  

● Target messaging to the just-fallen-ill, right at their first sign or symptom; and  
● Evaluate the efficacy of your interventions (e.g. school and restaurant closures)  

 
BACKGROUND 
Kinsa has over 1 million smart thermometers in homes across America today -- over 90% of the market -- 
and with these real-time sensors is able to accurately predict how flu is spreading across the country. In 
February, Kinsa modified this tool to identify anomalous spikes in fever which cannot be explained by 
seasonal flu trends -- and in many cases, this is the first and only signal of COVID-19 spreading in a 
community. A public website sharing this information was launched on March 18 at healthweather.us and 
profiled in the NY Times.  
 
PROPOSAL 
1. Work with Kinsa to create a dashboard for monitoring and response specific to your state, for use by 

state officials, first responders, and public health. Designate a high-level official to lead this effort for 
your state and have them contact us at data.inquiries@kinsahealth.com.  

2. Distribute additional thermometers to households in your community to achieve a level of 
surveillance resolution that will allow for an even more localized (sub-county) ‘signal’ of possible 
COVID-19 spread. Thermometers will be distributed at cost ($20 each) with Kinsa’s in-kind support 
for dashboard development and back-end support. 

 
This is an opportunity to make decisions with real data, and get feedback on whether your decisions are 
having an impact within days instead of weeks or months. 
 
Sincerely, 

   

Inder Singh 
CEO & Founder, Kinsa 
Former Executive Vice 
President,  
Clinton Health Access Initiative 

Nirav Shah, MD, MPH 
Senior Scholar,  
Stanford University 
Former Commissioner,  
NY State Department of Health 

 



 
ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND 
COVID-19 is spreading quickly throughout the United States. For the coming weeks we lack adequate 
lab-based testing capacity, personal protective equipment, and clinical staff to conduct the widespread 
testing seen in countries such as South Korea where the virus has been held in check. To contain the 
spread and efficiently target limited resources in the US, we need real-time tools that will help us predict 
where cases are being missed. 
  
Data feeds from clinical locations such as emergency rooms don’t help, as only a fraction of total cases 
show up in clinical care sites, and by then it’s too late for containment. And as we’ve learned from China, 
most cases are spreading in the community because people don’t know they are infected. Yet there is 
hope: since March 18th — as reported in the NY Times — real-time data from a network of over 1 million 
smart thermometers in homes has been identifying abnormal clusters of fever throughout the United 
States, consistent with COVID-19 in the community. Kinsa Health released this county-level data at 
https://healthweather.us to provide a tool to help stem the crisis. 
  
HOW DOES IT WORK? 
Over the past 7 years, Kinsa worked with leading scientists to create forecasting models that can 
accurately predict flu 20 weeks before a spike is seen in a community, using data from Kinsa’s smart 
thermometer network. This compares to CDC models where high quality predictions extend only 3 weeks. 
Further, Kinsa models accurately predict flu patterns to the county level while CDC models only have 
granularity to the multi-state level. By taking actual, real-time levels of fever in a community from the 
smart thermometer network, and subtracting out the expected cases predicted by the forecasting model, 
Kinsa can see what’s left behind — in many cases, clusters of COVID-19. Spikes in illness are 
represented in red in the map at the end of this memo. 

 
As shown in the figure above, this tracking system not only allows for hotspotting of COVID-19 in the 
community, but also helps evaluate the effectiveness of various public health responses in containing 
spread -- earlier interventions in Santa Clara correlate with a quicker “flattening of the curve.”  





From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa < @state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Kacey Wulff - GOVOffice; Stan Hilkey - CDPS
Subject: Fwd: A Comprehensive Solution for COVID-19 Monitoring and Response
Date: Thursday, March 26, 2020 9:55:50 PM
Attachments: Kinsa MEMO - - A Comprehensive Solution for COVID-19 Monitoring and Response 3.23.20.pdf

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Andy Slavitt <andy.slavitt@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Mar 26, 2020 at 4:14 PM
Subject: A Comprehensive Solution for COVID-19 Monitoring and Response
To: @state.co.us>

Dear Governor Polis:

Thank you for your leadership in stemming the COVID-19 public health crisis. Your bold action is saving lives.

I have been reviewing and will put out shortly a comprehensive recommendation to the Federal and state governments in connection
with United States of Care, a non-partisan non-profit focused on helping you solve the problem of caring for your state’s population.
Particularly during this trying time.

From Bill Gates to Larry Brilliant, who cured small-pox, leading experts say the proper path consists of this robust approach:

● Phase 1: A strict lockdown lasting 6-10 weeks and until adequate testing is available. The #StayHome memo that I, along with a
number of scientists sent you last week, is critical
plus get surge of medical supplies, etc in place
● Phase 2: Test, trace, quarantine
● Phase 3: Ongoing community monitoring and targeted suppression

In the interim, states, public health agencies and health providers have been significantly hamstrung due to the lack of testing. While
we race to identify a vaccine and possible treatment, states need other tools to identify potential illness hotspots in order to more
smartly deploy testing and quarantine.

We have been on the lookout for tools that can be helpful to you in establishing the kind of monitoring that will get you down that path.
I suspect a number will emerge. The good news is that there is one opportunity to more quickly identify potential areas of illness in
your state; proactively test and then quarantine infected individuals. The goal is to catch clusters of illness and deploy in home testing
before individuals leave their homes to prevent additional spread of infection. This is an intriguing opportunity for you and your public
health leadership to review to conduct at home monitoring by providing digital thermometers to populations in your states. We have
found the results extremely helpful in identifying what’s happening in your state. See the attached memo and glance at the graphs.

While there may be others, one company that has been in the news is Kinsa. The good news is they are increasing production of these
thermometers. The challenge is that they currently only have enough production capacity to partner with up to three states. I propose to
them that they select three states to act as proof points who want to become “mini-South Koreas” and told them I would send a note to
the governors and health departments so states could self-select. Note that I have no financial interest in Kinsa although I have
relationships with one of their board members which could assist us in increasing capacity and recommending pilot states.

To be sure real-time temperature monitoring isn’t the only thing you need to do. But it feels like it could be a critical piece of the
puzzle. I am cc’ing their founder and CEO Inder Singh, who you could also reach at inder@kinsahealth.com as well as Joanna
Dornfeld from USofCare jdornfeld@usofcare.org in case you have broader or additional needs we can help with. 

Best Regards,

Andy

Andy Slavitt
Founder and General Partner
Town Hall Ventures

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff
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Re: A Comprehensive Solution for COVID-19 Monitoring and Response 
  
PROBLEM 
With a shortage of tests and no early warning systems for where outbreaks are occurring in real time, it’s 
difficult for Governors to know how to respond and triage assets for COVID-19. 
  
SOLUTION 
Use an existing nationwide network of smart thermometers to manage your COVID-19 response to: 

● Know where fever spikes (an early indicator of COVID-19) are occurring in the community in 
real-time;  

● Deploy resources such as testing, quarantine, and other public health responses exactly where 
they are needed;  

● Target messaging to the just-fallen-ill, right at their first sign or symptom; and  
● Evaluate the efficacy of your interventions (e.g. school and restaurant closures)  

 
BACKGROUND 
Kinsa has over 1 million smart thermometers in homes across America today -- over 90% of the market -- 
and with these real-time sensors is able to accurately predict how flu is spreading across the country. In 
February, Kinsa modified this tool to identify anomalous spikes in fever which cannot be explained by 
seasonal flu trends -- and in many cases, this is the first and only signal of COVID-19 spreading in a 
community. A public website sharing this information was launched on March 18 at healthweather.us and 
profiled in the NY Times.  
 
PROPOSAL 
1. Work with Kinsa to create a dashboard for monitoring and response specific to your state, for use by 

state officials, first responders, and public health. Designate a high-level official to lead this effort for 
your state and have them contact us at data.inquiries@kinsahealth.com.  

2. Distribute additional thermometers to households in your community to achieve a level of 
surveillance resolution that will allow for an even more localized (sub-county) ‘signal’ of possible 
COVID-19 spread. Thermometers will be distributed at cost ($20 each) with Kinsa’s in-kind support 
for dashboard development and back-end support. 

 
This is an opportunity to make decisions with real data, and get feedback on whether your decisions are 
having an impact within days instead of weeks or months. 
 
Sincerely, 

   

Inder Singh 
CEO & Founder, Kinsa 
Former Executive Vice 
President,  
Clinton Health Access Initiative 

Nirav Shah, MD, MPH 
Senior Scholar,  
Stanford University 
Former Commissioner,  
NY State Department of Health 

 



 
ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND 
COVID-19 is spreading quickly throughout the United States. For the coming weeks we lack adequate 
lab-based testing capacity, personal protective equipment, and clinical staff to conduct the widespread 
testing seen in countries such as South Korea where the virus has been held in check. To contain the 
spread and efficiently target limited resources in the US, we need real-time tools that will help us predict 
where cases are being missed. 
  
Data feeds from clinical locations such as emergency rooms don’t help, as only a fraction of total cases 
show up in clinical care sites, and by then it’s too late for containment. And as we’ve learned from China, 
most cases are spreading in the community because people don’t know they are infected. Yet there is 
hope: since March 18th — as reported in the NY Times — real-time data from a network of over 1 million 
smart thermometers in homes has been identifying abnormal clusters of fever throughout the United 
States, consistent with COVID-19 in the community. Kinsa Health released this county-level data at 
https://healthweather.us to provide a tool to help stem the crisis. 
  
HOW DOES IT WORK? 
Over the past 7 years, Kinsa worked with leading scientists to create forecasting models that can 
accurately predict flu 20 weeks before a spike is seen in a community, using data from Kinsa’s smart 
thermometer network. This compares to CDC models where high quality predictions extend only 3 weeks. 
Further, Kinsa models accurately predict flu patterns to the county level while CDC models only have 
granularity to the multi-state level. By taking actual, real-time levels of fever in a community from the 
smart thermometer network, and subtracting out the expected cases predicted by the forecasting model, 
Kinsa can see what’s left behind — in many cases, clusters of COVID-19. Spikes in illness are 
represented in red in the map at the end of this memo. 

 
As shown in the figure above, this tracking system not only allows for hotspotting of COVID-19 in the 
community, but also helps evaluate the effectiveness of various public health responses in containing 
spread -- earlier interventions in Santa Clara correlate with a quicker “flattening of the curve.”  





From: Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice on behalf of Lisa Kaufmann - GOVOffice < @state.co.us>
To: Jacki Melmed - GovOffice
Cc: Jared Polis
Subject: Re: Message to Governor Polis
Date: Thursday, March 26, 2020 7:25:16 PM

That’s nice

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 26, 2020, at 6:42 PM, Jacki Melmed - GovOffice
<jackic.melmed@state.co.us> wrote:

Jacki Cooper Melmed

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Fine, David" <dfine2@msudenver.edu>
Date: March 26, 2020 at 5:36:11 PM MDT
To: "jackic.melmed@state.co.us" <jackic.melmed@state.co.us>
Subject: Message to Governor Polis

Hi Jacki, please pass along to the Governor that I think he is doing a
fantastic job handling the COVID crisis. Hope you are well. Thanks.
 
David
 
David Fine | General Counsel 
Office of the President
 
Metropolitan State University of Denver
Campus Box 01, P.O. Box 173362, Denver, CO 80217-3362
Office: 303.605.5234
dfine2@msudenver.edu | www.msudenver.edu

<image001.jpg>

 





I'm assuming they are working because CDOT maintenance
employees have been told they have to use their own PTO
while under quarantine,  and can only get short term disability
once they are confirmed to have the virus. 

The maintenance crew runs under a 'good old boy ' club and
most shed employees are not given timely or accurate
information so I wanted to run this issue by you. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter during this
busy time.

Roslyn Shoemaker 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone



From: Jacki Melmed - GovOffice on behalf of Jacki Melmed - GovOffice <jackic.melmed@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis
Cc: @state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: Message to Governor Polis
Date: Thursday, March 26, 2020 6:42:30 PM

Jacki Cooper Melmed

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Fine, David" <dfine2@msudenver.edu>
Date: March 26, 2020 at 5:36:11 PM MDT
To: "jackic.melmed@state.co.us" <jackic.melmed@state.co.us>
Subject: Message to Governor Polis

Hi Jacki, please pass along to the Governor that I think he is doing a fantastic job
handling the COVID crisis. Hope you are well. Thanks.
 
David
 
David Fine | General Counsel 
Office of the President
 
Metropolitan State University of Denver
Campus Box 01, P.O. Box 173362, Denver, CO 80217-3362
Office: 303.605.5234
dfine2@msudenver.edu | www.msudenver.edu

 





Thank you for your time and attention to this matter during this busy time.

Roslyn Shoemaker 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone



From: Jacki Melmed - GovOffice on behalf of Jacki Melmed - GovOffice <jackic.melmed@state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis
Cc: @state.co.us
Subject: Fwd: Message to Governor Polis
Date: Thursday, March 26, 2020 5:37:29 PM

Jacki Cooper Melmed

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Fine, David" <dfine2@msudenver.edu>
Date: March 26, 2020 at 5:36:11 PM MDT
To: "jackic.melmed@state.co.us" <jackic.melmed@state.co.us>
Subject: Message to Governor Polis

Hi Jacki, please pass along to the Governor that I think he is doing a fantastic job
handling the COVID crisis. Hope you are well. Thanks.
 
David
 
David Fine | General Counsel 
Office of the President
 
Metropolitan State University of Denver
Campus Box 01, P.O. Box 173362, Denver, CO 80217-3362
Office: 303.605.5234
dfine2@msudenver.edu | www.msudenver.edu

 



From: roslynroze on behalf of roslynroze <roslynroze@yahoo.com>
To: @state.co.us
Subject: CDOT employees working while in "quarantine " at the shed
Date: Thursday, March 26, 2020 4:17:15 PM

Hello, 

I know your very busy and I have a quick concern to run by you. The Hudson shed
has a confirmed case of COVID-19. It is my understanding the remainder of the shed
employees are still working at the shed while 'under quarantine '. Is this safe and is
this legal?  I feel like this is a guarantee to infect the whole shed... and possibly other
sheds causing a shortage of available healthy employees should there be a need to
plow snow etc. 

I'm assuming they are working because CDOT maintenance employees have been
told they have to use their own PTO while under quarantine,  and can only get short
term disability once they are confirmed to have the virus. 

The maintenance crew runs under a 'good old boy ' club and most shed employees
are not given timely or accurate information so I wanted to run this issue by you. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter during this busy time.

Roslyn Shoemaker 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone





Participating in outdoor recreation at a legally-mandated safe distance of six feet or more from 

other people and by your home.

 

The order went into effect at 6 a.m. on March 26, 2020, and ends at 11:59 p.m. on April 11, 2020. The 

order may be changed or extended.

 

“The sacrifices that Coloradans are making will pay off in the long run,” said Jill Hunsaker Ryan, 

executive director, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. “It will take everyone 

acting together to slow the spread of the illness to a level that our health care systems can absorb, but 

countless lives will be saved through these measures.” 

 

The critical workplaces that are exempt include:

Health care operations.

Critical infrastructure, including utilities, fuel supply and transmission, public water, 

telecommunications, transportation, hotels, organizations that provide for disadvantaged people, 

and food supply chain.

Critical manufacturing, including food, beverages, chemicals, medical equipment, 

pharmaceuticals, sanitary products, agriculture.

Critical retail, including grocery stores, liquor stores, farms, gas stations, restaurants and bars for 

takeout/delivery, marijuana dispensaries (only for medical or curbside delivery), hardware 

stores.

Critical services, including trash and recycling, mail, shipping, laundromats, child care, building 

cleaning and maintenance, auto supply and repair, warehouses/distribution, funeral homes, 

crematoriums, cemeteries, animal shelters and rescues. 

News media.

Financial institutions.

Providers of basic necessities to economically disadvantaged populations.

Construction.

Defense.

Public safety services like law enforcement, fire prevention and response, EMTs, security, 

disinfection, cleaning, building code enforcement, snow removal, auto repair.

Vendors that provide critical services or products including logistics, child care, tech support, or 

contractors with critical government services.

K-12 public and private schools for the purpose of providing meals, housing, facilitating or 

providing materials for distance learning and providing other essential services to students. 

Postsecondary institutions including private and public colleges and universities for the purpose of 

facilitating distance learning or performing essential functions.

Pastoral services for individuals who are in crisis or in-need of end-of-life services.

Houses of worship may remain open, but must practice social distancing or use electronic 

platforms.

Professional services, such as legal, title companies, or accounting services, real estate appraisals 

and transactions.



 

All services included in the public health order are subject to social distancing requirements and are 

still encouraged to implement telework options and staggered schedules when possible. Businesses that 

have temporarily closed under the order can continue Minimum Basic Operations to protect assets.

 

To read the latest version of the public health order, click here. To see frequently asked questions, 

click here. 

 

Continue to stay up to date by visiting covid19.colorado.gov.

 

####

-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "SOC_JICMediaList" group
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to soc_jicmedialist+unsubscribe@state co us
To view this discussion on the web visit
https://groups google com/a/state co us/d/msgid/soc_jicmedialist/CADGWYk9q_SNr0Dh9jOP09BeruODqYw2THRHmCHk6RZWEJktVew%40mail gmail com



From: Lieberman - GOVOffice  Eve on behalf of Lieberman - GOVOffice  Eve <eve.lieberman@state.co.us>
To: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa
Cc: Jared Polis - GOVOffice
Subject: Re: Today"s Federal Priorities for Governors
Date: Thursday, March 26, 2020 2:02 03 PM

 

 

On Thu, Mar 26, 2020 at 2:00 PM Kaufmann - GOVOffice, Lisa @state.co.us> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
Date: Thu, Mar 26, 2020 at 9:48 AM
Subject: Today's Federal Priorities for Governors
To: McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>

Dear Governors,

 

Thank you for all the feedback NGA has received on your top federal priorities and needs for the continued COVID-19 response. 
Based on your responses, NGA has put together the attached list that Chairman Hogan will present to Vice President Pence on today’s
Governors call.  Although the list is not comprehensive of all state needs, Governor Hogan wants to focus on these five items to
continue the push for federal action.

 

Please feel free to remain in contact with me as we work to ensure that Governor’s needs are heard at the highest levels of the federal
government.

 

Best,

Bill

 

Bill McBride  | Executive Director

 

National Governors Association

444 North Capitol Street NW

Suite 267

Washington, DC 20001 

p/202-624-5320

c/703-370-2298

bmcbride@nga.org

www nga org

 

 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an
intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 



@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    

Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.

-- 
Eve Lieberman
Chief Policy Advisor and Legislative Counsel

C 202.281.0136    
200 E. Colfax Ave. Denver CO 80203
eve.lieberman@state.co.us | www colorado gov/governor



From: Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa on behalf of Kaufmann - GOVOffice  Lisa < @state.co.us>
To: Jared Polis - GOVOffice; Eve Lieberman - GOVOffice
Subject: Fwd: Today"s Federal Priorities for Governors
Date: Thursday, March 26, 2020 2:00:22 PM
Attachments: NGA Memo Top Five State Priorities 3.26.2020 (002).pdf

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>
Date: Thu, Mar 26, 2020 at 9:48 AM
Subject: Today's Federal Priorities for Governors
To: McBride, Bill <BMcBride@nga.org>

Dear Governors,

 

Thank you for all the feedback NGA has received on your top federal priorities and needs for the continued COVID-19 response. 
Based on your responses, NGA has put together the attached list that Chairman Hogan will present to Vice President Pence on today’s
Governors call.  Although the list is not comprehensive of all state needs, Governor Hogan wants to focus on these five items to
continue the push for federal action.

 

Please feel free to remain in contact with me as we work to ensure that Governor’s needs are heard at the highest levels of the federal
government.

 

Best,

Bill

 

Bill McBride  | Executive Director

 

National Governors Association

444 North Capitol Street NW

Suite 267

Washington, DC 20001 

p/202-624-5320

c/703-370-2298

bmcbride@nga.org

www.nga org

 

 

The information contained in this electronic transmission, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged, proprietary, and/or confidential. If the reader of this transmission is not an
intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error,
please immediately notify the sender and delete this message.

-- 
Lisa Kaufmann
Chief of Staff

P 
136 State Capitol, Denver, CO 80203 

@state.co.us | www.colorado.gov/governor

    



Under the Colorado Open Records Act (CORA), all messages sent by or to me on this state-owned e-mail account may be
subject to public disclosure.



 

 
 
 

 

March 26, 2020 
 

M  E  M  O  R  A  N  D  U  M 

 
To: President Donald J. Trump and Vice President Mike Pence 

From: National Governors Association 

Re: Top State Priorities in Response to COVID-19 
 

 
 

Yesterday, National Governors Association Chair, Governor Larry Hogan convened a 

call with his fellow governors to outline their shared experiences in responding to 

COVID-19. 

 
During the call, Governor Hogan worked with his fellow Governors to develop a list of 

the state’s top needs and priorities to be shared with President Trump and Vice 

President Pence in today’s call. 

 
The list below represents Governors immediate priorities: 

 

1. Allow maximum flexibility in using the Coronavirus relief funds being administered 

by the US Treasury. 

 

2. Improve coordination from the federal government to enable states to obtain vital 

medical equipment and supplies without causing inter-state competition. 

 

3. Grant Title 32 authorization for all National Guard COVID-19 response missions. 

 

4. Implement the Defense Production Act to ensure nationwide medical equipment 

availability, specifically clarifying how it is being used, where resources are being 

allocated and how the DPA can survey the marketplace. 

 

5. Ensure that federal unemployment insurance systems are prepared for significant 

increases in applications. 

 
The nation’s Governors look forward to continuing to partner with the Administration 

and other federal partners to provide an effective response to the COVID-19 crisis. 



From: JoyAnn Ruscha on behalf of JoyAnn Ruscha <joyann@ruschapublicaffairs.com>
To: @state.co.us
Subject: COVID-19: bootstrap campaign tactics & data-gathering
Date: Thursday, March 26, 2020 7:22:42 AM
Attachments: CO-COVID-19 Grassroots Public Health Proposal.pdf

Hello Gov. Polis,

Thank you for taking the time to chat with me and discuss the potential to help the state
procure and disseminate essential information and data. 

I listened to your press conference yesterday and I understand that some of the attached ideas
are already in place. I was particularly thrilled to hear about outreach to individuals in
isolation and the addition of data experts to the task force. 

I have spoken with a handful of campaign operatives and legislators (from both sides of the
aisle) who support a coordinated COVID-19 'campaign'. Their input influenced the attached
white paper.  We are not doctors or researchers, but we can run lean campaigns and capitalize
on the human spirit to get things done. 

Thanks for all you do,

-- 
JoyAnn Ruscha
Ruscha Public Affairs
(970) 397-4911



 

 

COVID-19 and the race against time: Using 
grassroots political campaign tactics to mitigate 
the fallout from the ‘surge’ 

26 March 2020 

OVERVIEW  

Colorado is bracing for a ‘surge’ of COVID-19 patients that will overwhelm hospitals and create a 

shortage of intensive care units and supportive equipment.  As such, preparation efforts have 

largely focused on ensuring enough personal protective equipment for medical professionals, 

building additional hospital space, and procuring additional ventilators and life-saving equipment. 

In the middle of a viral pandemic, the wrong set of decisions could set the state on a trajectory it 

can’t course-correct. Government agencies have been forced to make significant policy decisions 

based on ‘best guesses’ and multiple unknown variables. While strict containment measures are 

often the gold standard for containing a pandemic, the reality must consider individual human 

behavior, geopolitical factors, the effects of an economic depression on a populace, and an 

individual’s legal and Constitutional rights.  

Most Coloradans with suspected COVID-19 infections are unable to access testing or follow-up 

care because they are not in a high-risk category or their symptoms were not significant enough 

to warrant additional monitoring. While testing is not likely to change the outcome of treatment 

plans for most patients, the lack of testing data (and the temporary breakdown in the traditional 

American patient-doctor relationship) is creating additional barriers in the fight to save lives. 

Barrier Examples  
 

1. Hospitals do not have enough information to create plans that would result in the best 

possible outcomes in a catastrophic surge, so they are preparing for the ‘worst case 

scenario.’ While over-preparation can be the best preparation, it could also have 

unintended consequences - for example, the rationing of personal protective equipment 

now in anticipation of running out at a future date could cause essential medical 

personnel to fall ill, leaving hospitals short of essential staff. 

Contact: JoyAnn Rsucha 
joyann@ruschapublicaffairs.com 

(970) 397-4911 
 

This memo was prepared independently as part of an effort to combat COVID-19 and is not on behalf of any client or organization. 



 

 

2. By relying on (delayed) information coming out of other countries or areas of the U.S., our 

medical and scientific communities’ efforts to identify best-practices in the treatment of 

(and a vaccination for) the virus is tempered. It also makes it more difficult to spot 

emerging trends. 

3. In the American healthcare system, healthcare is often seen as a personal service instead 

of a community-based collaboration. If a suspected COVID-19 carrier is ‘triaged’ out of the 

healthcare system because their symptoms did not require supportive care, they are less 

likely to follow through with isolation measures or practice appropriate social distancing 

within their homes as a confirmed COVID-19 carrier. 

APPROACH 

This white paper proposes a state-supported public health ‘campaign’ to support the current 

Colorado task force. This campaign would have a name (such as “Colorado Together”) and 

operate on the emerging American grassroots political campaign model, such as: 

● Community-based public health outreach - e.g., faith-based initiatives, toolkits, 

culturally-responsive language 

● Peer-to-peer contact - e.g., running phone banks, peer-to-peer texting, speaking with 

friends and family 

● Social influencing - e.g., ‘commiting to a plan,’ social media, influencers, surrogates 

● ‘Bootstrap’ (read: budget) campaign tactics built on volunteer mobilization schemes - 

e.g., virtual call banks, ‘train the trainer’ programs (this also cuts through some of the 

red tape) 

● Aggressive data tracking and feedback 

The campaign should be bipartisan (or nonpartisan). Ideally, the governor would ask campaign 

operatives from Republican and Democratic circles to join his task force as a supplemental 

(supportive) group. Projects should be lean, have a quick turnaround, and be easy to replicate.  

Whenever possible, ‘train the trainer’ methods should be used and open-source principles 

embraced. If Coloradans hear from their pastors, local neighborhood leaders, non-profit 

organizations, etc., the importance of strict sanitation and hygiene measures and 

sheltering-in-place, their compliance with public health directives will increase. 

 



 

 

EXAMPLES   

Polling (continuous or random sample) 

The Task Force quickly establishes a public health poll, a virtual call bank staffed by volunteers, 

and programs a CMS system to collect responses from a statistically representative sample of 

Coloradans to help track the virus’ spread and the effectiveness of public health measures to 

contain it. This information is shared with hospitals, researchers, and public health departments. 

The same model could be used in partnership with CSU, CU, or any health facility to aid in 

time-sensitive research (or even provide an opportunity for graduate students to learn). 

Peer-to-peer texting  

Task Force volunteers (or volunteers of a local area, sourced by a local government) use a 

peer-to-peer texting platform (set up by the Task Force) to reach out to high-risk Coloradans and 

“check in.” Respondents are given a privacy disclaimer and an opt-in. (Note: Some county 

agencies already use mobile texting to communicate. Old tools can be re-tooled on the local 

level.) The scripts are shared on the COVID-19 response website so that any organization can 

implement the practice (such as a labor union, school, or local neighborhood group). 

Train-the-trainer 

With the help of graphic designers and writers, CDHE rapidly develops a Toolkit and virtual 

training (or pre-recorded video) for community organizations on sanitization, hygiene, and safety 

measures, e.g., “How do I care for a family member who has COVID-19?” or “How can I help my 

elderly grandparents get food without potentially infecting them?” Best practices for 

community-based public health initiatives are noted, and all resources are posted on the 

Colorado COVID-19 website. 

“Making a plan” 

Adopting the ‘make a plan to vote’ method used by political campaigns, the COVID-19 campaign 

encourages residents to ‘make a plan’ for: 

● How they will care for a family member or loved one if someone falls ill 

● How they will secure food and supplies while maintaining social distancing 

● How stay healthy and safe when the shelter-in-place orders end (but the threat of the 

virus is still there) 



 

 

If coupled with resources, the ‘make a plan’ campaign might help calm the (very real) anxiety of a 

pandemic and prevent the virus from having another “spike” after regulations are loosened. 

Youth outreach 

The Colorado Department of Education launches a series of K-12 contests, such as: essay 

contests, an innovation/public health challenge (like Junior Achievement), art contests, etc. 

CONCLUSION 

In the race against time, done better than perfect. The state doesn’t have the resources or 

human capital to plan a highly-effective and tightly controlled public health campaign in the 

middle of a pandemic, but combining even just a few grassroots campaign strategies with 

community public health practices can buy the state more time. 







Colorado COVID-19 Relief Fund

We’ve also been inundated with calls from across the state from folks who want to know how they can
help. 

So we’ve launched the COVID-19 Relief Fund to capture those donations, which will be used to pay for
things like medical supplies, cleaning supplies, food services, child care for emergency workers,
behavioral health support, and so much more.

Visit www.HelpColoradoNow.org to donate today! Every dollar counts!

And if you’re an organization that is helping with the response, you will be able to apply for funds starting
early next week.

 

Help Colorado Now

We know that Coloradans aren’t just financially generous -- they’re generous with their time, their energy,
and their effort. That’s why we launched our official volunteer effort: Help Colorado Now.

We are looking for volunteers -- especially those who are current or retired health care professionals -- to
help at-risk individuals all across our state with a wide variety of support including health care assistance,
mental wellness support, food bank distribution, child care services, and more. 

So please visit www.helpcoloradonow.org to sign up to be a volunteer or volunteer leader, and if you are
an organization, government agency or non-profit seeking volunteer assistance, we can match you with
volunteers in your area or volunteers available virtually. 

COVID-19 Webpage

Our administration recently unveiled the COVID-19 webpage -- covid19.colorado.gov/. This resource
will keep you up-to-date on the latest statistics and the latest guidance on how we can protect
ourselves and protect our most vulnerable populations.

DONATING BLOOD

In addition to the need for funding and volunteers -- we also have an urgent need for blood donations.
Blood banks are reporting a sharp drop in donations, attributed to fears about contracting COVID-19.

We want to clear up any misinformation: donating blood is a safe process and people should not be
concerned about giving or receiving blood during this challenging time. And while blood isn’t needed for
coronavirus treatment, it’s urgently needed for all of the other medical issues that crop up. We need more
healthy donors to give now to prevent a blood shortage.
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