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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 7.13.20 — Burnin’ today: Trump, Biden,


Disney, DeSantis, Kriseman, Demings
Date: Monday, July 13, 2020 4:00:51 AM


A new poll conducted by YouGov on behalf of CBS News indicates that
Florida voters are concerned about the state’s efforts to contain
coronavirus and that they attribute the state’s response to pressure
from the administration of President Donald Trump.


The poll, which sampled 1,229 Florida voters between July 7 and 10,
found that 65% of Florida voters believe the efforts to contain
coronavirus are going badly.


The poll also asked voters who believe Florida reopened too quickly
what they attribute that to, and 68% said it came from pressure from the
federal government. Only 32% of voters said Florida reopened too
quickly because it believed it was the correct policy.
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Florida voters feel that pressure from Donald Trump is one of the reasons for the
state's poor response to coronavirus.


Forty-six percent of Florida voters said that generally speaking, they
believe things are going very badly in America. Another 27% said they
believe things are going somewhat badly.


On the other side of that question, 7% of Florida voters believe things in
America today are going very well, and 20% believe they’re going
somewhat well.


Eight percent of Florida voters believe the condition of the Florida
economy is very good, and another 32% believe it’s fairly good. But
33% of Florida voters believe the state’s economy is going fairly bad,
and another 24% believe that it’s very bad.


The poll also found that support for Democratic candidate Joe Biden
goes up along with voters’ concern about the spread of COVID-19.


Sixty-seven percent of Florida voters who are very concerned about the
virus say they will vote for Biden, while only 15% of voters who are not
concerned will vote for him.


Overall, the poll found that Florida likely voters prefer Biden over Trump
by a 48-42 margin.


Among Florida’s likely women voters, Biden leads by a 50-37 margin,
and Hispanic likely voters prefer Biden over Trump by a 61-30 score.


For Florida voters who are 65 or older, Trump leads Biden by a 50-42
score. But in a similar CBS poll taken in 2016, Trump led Democrat
Hillary Clinton 57-40 in the same demographic.


Among likely voters who have decided to vote for either Biden or
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Trump, 75% of Florida voters said their preference is very strong and
will not change before the election, and another 19% characterize it as
strong and probably won’t change.


Only 6% of voters who have decided indicated they might still change
candidates.


Trump leads Biden 57-41 among white voters with no college
education, and he leads Biden 68-63 in likely voters who are very
enthusiastic about voting.


Sixty-seven percent of voters who prefer Trump said the main reason is
that they like him, and only 17% indicated their vote is to oppose Joe
Biden.


Meanwhile, 49% of likely Biden voters said their main motivation is to
oppose Trump, and only 30% said their rationale is they like Biden.


Fifty-nine percent of Biden voters prefer to vote by mail, but only 25% of
Trump voters do.


  


—@RealDonaldTrump: Do RINO’S Pat Toomey & Mitt Romney have
any problem with the fact that we caught Obama, Biden, & Company
illegally spying on my campaign? Do they care if [James] Comey,
[Andrew] McCabe, [Lisa] Page & her lover, Peter S [Strzok], the
whole group, ran rampant, wild & unchecked — lying & leaking all the
way? NO


—@MaggieNYT: Amazing the WH comms shop is doing an oppo
dump on its own, decadeslong health expert in the middle of a
pandemic. Everything to the WH is an up/down on Trump.


—@TamaraLush: A stunning fact: Florida had more cases today than
South Korea has had total — and South Korea's population is 2.5 times
larger.


—@COVID19Tracking: Florida didn't just break the record for reported
cases. It also shattered the mark for cases per million population. New
York, at peak, hit 595. Today, Florida reported 712 cases per million.
Arkansas also entered the 500+ tier, where we've only seen FL, AZ,
and LA.


—@JaredEMoskowitz: Thank you to our nurses and doctors and
hospital staff. #heros on the front lines. Help is on the way


—@KevinCate: If we want schools to open safely, elected officials in
the most infectious states must be willing to shut most things down for


Situational awareness







two weeks & reassess. Like, right now. If you’re not willing to make
tough decisions, resign & let someone else.


—@FredPiccoloJr: Covid fatality rate in FL 15-24 yo — .02%. Covid
fatality rate in FL 15-34 yo — .03%. Covid fatality rate in FL 15-44 yo —
.09%. Seasonal influenza mortality rate in the US (2017 CDC) 18-49 yo
— .02%. Gov focus on elderly saved lives. Common sense precautions.
Back to school.


—@CourtyardBrew: Okay so we were planning on reopening next
week but now thanks to all you dumb motherfuckers who refuse to wear
masks we won't be reopening. Fuck each and every one of you who
refuse to take Covid seriously. Quote me.


—@Lin_Manuel: We learned to bake bread in this pandemic, we can
learn to make our own adobo con pimienta. Bye.


—@GusCorbella: Arguing about adobo and cans of beans. What
passes for political principles in 2020. Pathetic.


—@Tomgara: The owner of the National Enquirer now owns America’s
second-biggest chain of local newspapers


  


Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios to reopen — 2; Federal
taxes due — 2; MLB starts — 10; WNBA starts — 11; PLL starts — 12;
TED conference rescheduled — 13; Florida Bar exams begin in Tampa
— 15; NBA season restart in Orlando — 18; Christopher Nolan’s
“Tenet” premieres (rescheduled) — 18; NHL resumes — 19; Florida
primaries for 2020 state legislative/congressional races — 36;
Democratic National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 37; "Mulan”
premieres (rescheduled) — 39; Indy 500 rescheduled — 41;
Republican National Convention begins in Charlotte — 42; NBA draft
lottery — 43; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 46; U.S. Open begins
— 49; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 53; Rescheduled running of
the Kentucky Derby — 54; Rescheduled date for French Open — 69;
First presidential debate in Indiana — 78; "Wonder Woman" premieres
— 81; Preakness Stakes rescheduled — 82; First vice presidential
debate at the University of Utah — 85; NBA season ends (last possible
date) — 91; Second presidential debate scheduled at Miami — 94; NBA
draft — 95; Wes Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 95;
NBA free agency — 98; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 101;
2020 General Election — 113; “Black Widow” premieres — 118; NBA
2020-21 training camp — 122; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit —
130; “No Time to Die” premieres — 130; NBA 2020-21 opening night —
141; “Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 163; Super Bowl LV in Tampa
— 209; New start date for 2021 Olympics — 375; “Jungle Cruise”


Days until







premieres — 383; “Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres —
480; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 578; “Doctor Strange in
the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 620; “Black Panther 2”
premieres — 662; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel
premieres — 816.


  


“As U.S. grapples with virus, Florida hits record case increase” via
Tamara Lush and Pablo Gorandi of The Associated Press — With the
United States grappling with the worst coronavirus outbreak in the
world, Florida hit a grim milestone Sunday, shattering the national
record for a state’s largest single-day increase in positive cases. Deaths
from the virus have also been rising in the U.S., especially in the South
and West, though still well below the heights hit in April. “I really do
think we could control this, and it’s the human element that is so critical.
It should be an effort of our country. We should be pulling together
when we’re in a crisis, and we’re definitely not doing it,” said University
of Florida epidemiologist Dr. Cindy Prins. In Florida, 15,299 people


Corona Florida
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tested positive, for a total of 269,811 cases, and 45 deaths were
recorded, according to state Department of Health statistics. California
had the previous record of daily positive cases, 11,694, set on
Wednesday.


Guests wear masks as required to attend the official reopening day of the Magic
Kingdom at Walt Disney World. Image via AP.


“COVID-19 will peak in Florida later this month, AdventHealth CEO
says on Face the Nation” via Naseem S. Miller of the Orlando Sentinel
— The peak of COVID-19 hospitalizations in Florida will be “sometime
in front of us in July,” AdventHealth’s president and CEO said Sunday
on CBS’ Face the Nation. Terry Shaw said that his projection is
assuming that people practice social distancing and wear masks to
slow the spread of the virus. His remarks come as Florida on Sunday
reported 15,300 new COVID-19 cases, once again shattering its record
for a single-day increase in cases since the pandemic began and for
the first time breaking a national one-day record. Former FDA
Commissioner Dr. Scott Gottlieb, also on Face the Nation, said,
“Things are going to get worse before they get better” and that some
models show that there’s “possibly going to be a peak in the next two or
three weeks.”


“Ron DeSantis: Virus spread has ‘plateaued’ in last two weeks” via
Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — Although Florida continues to tally
several thousand daily COVID-19 cases, sometimes more than 10,000
in a day, DeSantis finds consolation in the details. For the final 14 days
of May, the percent positivity rate for prospective new cases was 2.8%
before turning upward midway through June. Over the past two weeks,
the average rate was 14.5%, including 12.6% for tests returned Friday.
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“We increased from the end of June into July, but it’s been plateaued
for the last two weeks, which is a good sign,” he told reporters
Saturday. “We’d rather be plateaued at 4%, but we didn’t want to see it
continue to just go up and up.” While the daily positivity rate has been
mostly stable in recent days, the weekly cycle of new cases has
trended upward.


Ron DeSantis is encouraged by the positive trend in COVID-19 infection rates.
Image via A.G. Gancarski.


“DeSantis seizes power — selectively — as he confronts crisis” via
Gary Fineout of POLITICO Florida — The battleground-state
Republican has quarantined out-of-state visitors, spent hundreds of
millions of dollars without legislative approval, and ignored
constitutional deadlines for judicial appointments. He’s also used his
emergency power to enact a moratorium on foreclosures and evictions.
His administration ordered local schools to open or risk financial ruin.
And he’s gotten little to no resistance from Republicans who control the
Legislature. Yet DeSantis, as he confronts a growing viral outbreak and
polls showing Trump trailing Democrat Biden in Florida ahead of the
November election, simultaneously has argued that he lacks authority
to alter election law or increase unemployment benefits, issues that
could break the wrong way politically for him — and the President.


“DeSantis: People, drugs on the way in COVID-19 fight” via
Cristóbal Reyes of the Orlando Sentinel — DeSantis announced
deployments of health workers throughout the state as well as new
shipments of a promising antiviral used to treat the novel coronavirus as
the state continues to see a resurgence in new cases. At a Saturday
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press conference in Bradenton, the governor said about 1,000
personnel will be sent to hospitals around the state to support local
efforts to combat COVID-19. “COVID is very labor intensive,” DeSantis
said. “There’s a lot of procedures that go into place [to test and treat it]
... so the personnel is something that’s very significant.” He also said a
new shipment of Remdesivir, an experimental drug that may speed up
recovery from an infection, was arriving today with more expected from
the federal government in the coming weeks.


“DeSantis downplayed New York help his aides ‘very much
appreciated’” via Arek Sarkissian and Anna Gronewold of POLITICO
Florida — Florida will start getting shipments this weekend of an
antiviral drug that has shown signs of helping severely ill COVID-19
patients — cargo senior aides scored in part from New York just as
DeSantis was publicly dismissing the state's help. Fresh doses of
remdesivir were expedited with help from Vice President Mike Pence
and U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar, DeSantis
told reporters at the Blake Medical Center in Bradenton. While DeSantis
was quick to praise the Trump administration, the governor spent the
past few days downplaying the notion that New York Gov. Andrew
Cuomo's office had come to Florida's aid. "They're not helping us,"
DeSantis told reporters during a Jacksonville news conference.


“Governor vows to keep Florida bars shut down as virus rages” via
A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics — DeSantis said in Bradenton that
the “status quo” of bar closures would remain in place until the
“positivity rate is down” for COVID-19 tests. That rate, per the Florida
Department of Health, stood at 12.5% in tests processed Friday. The
comments came after a group of bar owners in Volusia County sued the
Governor and Department of Business and Professional Regulation
Secretary Halsey Beshears this week. “Right now, we’re not making
any changes. Status quo,” DeSantis said, adding that “we want to get
this positivity rate down” until Florida is in a more “stable situation.” The
Governor said the state “plan” allowed bars to reopen at reduced
capacity, but they couldn’t comply.



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyhyil-edrdjlhjd-c/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyhyil-edrdjlhjd-c/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyhyil-edrdjlhjd-q/





Ron DeSantis vows to keep the bars closed until there is a slowdown in
coronavirus infections. Image via AP.


“Recovered from COVID-19? Donate plasma to help patients in
hospitals fight the virus” via Naples Daily News staff reports —
Hospitals in Southwest Florida need people who have recovered from
COVID-19 to consider donating their plasma to help others fight the
disease. The NCH Healthcare System in Collier County and Lee Health
in Lee County are involved in studies to help evaluate convalescent
plasma as a therapy for COVID-19. Both hospitals are facing a
shortage of donors for convalescent plasma and need people who have
recovered from COVID-19 to step forward. Donating plasma can help
save lives. The treatment involves using infection-fighting antibodies in
the plasma, which may boost the immune systems of patients currently
with COVID-19 and speed their recovery, according to experts.


Assignment editors — U.S. Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, a
member of the bipartisan Congressional Coronavirus Task Force, will
join Sens. Oscar Braynon, Annette Taddeo and José Javier
Rodriguez, as well as County Commissioner Daniella Levine Cava for
a virtual news conference with public health experts to discuss the
surge in COVID-19 and what steps the state and county can take,
11:30 a.m. For the Zoom link, RSVP to katy.nystrom@mail.house.gov.


  


“Donald Trump and Betsy DeVos want schools ‘fully’ open, but not
many are listening” via Laura Meckler of The Washington Post —
Trump and DeVos spent much of this week pressuring and cajoling
schools to reopen. DeVos, in particular, made clear she means five


Back to school?
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days a week. School systems across the country have already decided
on models where students learn from home part of the time. That
includes a charter school network that DeVos has repeatedly praised
for its approach during the pandemic. Many schools face the same
problem, which is why districts across the country have announced
hybrid plans, where students will be in schools some days and learning
from home on others.


Donald Trump and Betsy DeVos are calling for schools to open ‘fully,’ but few are
listening.


“Medical group cited by Trump denounces school funding threat”
via The Associated Press — A medical association that the White
House has cited in its press to reopen schools is pushing back against
Trump’s repeated threats to cut federal funding if schools don’t open
this fall. In a joint statement with national education unions and a
superintendents group, the American Academy of Pediatrics said
decisions should be made by health experts and local leaders. The
groups argued that schools will need more money to reopen safely
during the coronavirus pandemic and that cuts could ultimately harm
students. “Public health agencies must make recommendations based
on evidence, not politics,” the groups wrote in the statement.


“Trump campaign to open schools provokes mounting backlash
even from GOP” via Michael Stratford, Nicole Gaudiano and Juan
Perez Jr. of POLITICO — An overwhelming alignment of state and
even Republican-aligned organizations oppose the rush to reopen
schools. The nation’s leading pediatricians, Republican state school
chiefs, Christian colleges and even the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
have all challenged parts of Trump’s pressure campaign. “Threats are
not helpful,” Joy Hofmeister, the Republican state superintendent of
public instruction in Oklahoma, said. “We do not need to be schooled
on why it’s important to reopen.” Both Trump and Education Secretary
DeVos have issued federal funding threats to schools that don’t fully
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reopen. On Friday, Trump went a step further in blasting online learning
— which many school districts and colleges are planning to use this fall
as an alternative or supplement to in-person instruction.


“No school choice: Schools must open for fall semester” via Renzo
Downey of Florida Politics — The Department of Education’s school
reopening order left some question about whether schools had to
reopen come August. Senate President Bill Galvano left no room for
doubt. “Yes, the answer is yes. The DOE cannot be ignored … must be
adhered to,” he clarified. “School boards cannot ignore this order.”
Sitting alongside DeSantis at a news conference in his hometown of
Bradenton, the top Senate Republican fielded the question when the
Governor was unable to give a confident answer about the order issued
by Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran. As COVID-19
outbreaks spike in Florida, the Commissioner’s mandate said extending
school closures can impede students’ educational success and prevent
parents and guardians from returning to work.


“‘Difficult to achieve’: Alberto Carvalho talks school reopening
amid spiking outbreak” via Spencer Fordin of Florida Politics —
Carvalho, the superintendent of Miami-Dade County Public Schools,
appeared on NBC’s Meet the Press Sunday and discussed the logistics
of students returning to school. Carvalho said his district, which is the
fourth-largest school district in America, has gone through CDC
guidelines and consulted with local and state health departments in
advance of reopening. “The issue of social distancing in any one school
in Miami-Dade or Broward or Palm Beach or other districts may be
difficult to achieve,” Carvalho said. “But there are mitigation strategies
that you can take in lieu of the six-feet of distancing like the wearing of
masks, which will be a mandatory element when we do reopen, like the
use of nontraditional spaces, like cafeterias or media centers or
gymnasiums.”


“‘How will I be safe?’ Teachers grappling with potential school
reopening as COVID-19 cases surge” via Wells Dusenbury and
Ramishah Maruf of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — With school
slated to begin next month, Broward teachers are facing a potential
dilemma: return to work and risk getting sick or stay home and risk
losing a job. As COVID-19 cases continue to spread rapidly throughout
the state, the Broward County School District is still debating whether to
reopen brick-and-mortar classrooms when the fall semester begins on
Aug. 19. With over 270,000 students and more than 14,000 teachers,
Broward is home to the sixth-largest school district in the country,
heightening the risk of transmission. For many teachers, that issue is
weighing heavily as the school year creeps closer.


“Escambia County educators supportive of school district's
reopening plan” via Kevin Robinson of the Pensacola News Journal —
Escambia County School District Superintendent Malcolm Thomas
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said students will have their choice of one of three instructional models
for the 2020-2021 school year: they can return to campus for traditional
face-to-face instruction, opt for "remote" instruction conducted via
teleconferencing or follow a largely self-guided "virtual" curriculum.
Teachers are generally expected to return to campuses in the fall, and
Thomas cautioned that space limitations meant social distancing would
not always be possible. He also said that face masks would be
encouraged, but not mandatory. With COVID-19 cases still hitting
historic highs in Florida, there are understandable concerns about the
risks of in-person education.


“Leon Schools weighs options for clear face masks for certain
students, teachers” via C.D. Davidson-Hiers of the Tallahassee
Democrat — Leon County Schools plans to invest in specialized face
masks for teachers, staff and students throughout the district who would
benefit from being able to read facial expressions. Many of these
students are those in exceptional student education (ESE) programs or
have an individualized education plan (IEP). They are students with
autism, or who are deaf or hard-of-hearing, or others with learning
differences. District Assistant Superintendent Alan Cox, who oversees
health and wellness at the district, said the district is considering
several options among specialized masks. Some of the masks are cloth
and have a clear plastic strip in the middle. Some others, with more
complicated designs, may wrap around the head with a plastic portion
similar to a face shield, but includes a mask component, Cox said.


Leon County Schools Assistant Superintendent Alan Cox holds up a specialized
face mask that would aid students who rely on lip-reading and facial expressions.


Image via Tallahassee Democrat.


“Volusia released three options for reopening schools, then
deleted them” via Cassidy Alexander of the Daytona Beach News-
Journal — In a since-deleted post on its website sharing long-awaited
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information about what school will look like in August during the
coronavirus pandemic, the Volusia County school district outlined three
options for students and families — including a new option for students
to join traditional classes virtually. The district was scheduled to release
details about its reopening plans on Wednesday at a special School
Board meeting but posted a message from the superintendent to its
website on Friday night. The post was removed by 10 a.m. Saturday,
less than 24 hours later. “It was a flat-out, honest mistake,” district
spokeswoman Kelly Schulz said.


“FHSAA Fall Sports Task Force's "Plan B" takes shape, first
practices could begin Aug. 10” via Adam Regan of the Pensacola
News Journal — The Fall Sports Task Force turned to flexibility in its
third meeting where it examined a plan Justin Harrison, the FHSAA's
associate executive director for athletic services, called a “fallback” that
would cater to individual schools and districts should practice not begin
in 18 days. “There are a lot of unknowns,” said Harrison, who took a
rough draft of the plan laid out in last week’s meeting and put it on
paper. “Whatever I say may change tomorrow. We don’t have an
answer now.”
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“First Coast counties decrease COVID-19 positive test rates” via
Drew Dixon of Florida Politics — While the rate of positive test results is
beginning to slow, the five-county First Coast region added 790 new
cases of coronavirus in one day. Jacksonville, with the highest
population in the area, led the way again with 577 new cases of
COVID-19 by the end of Saturday, bringing the total cases to 12,964.
Jacksonville also recorded five further deaths attributed to the illness,
which now stands at 81. Meanwhile, for the first time in several weeks,
Jacksonville’s positivity rate for all tests administered dropped below
10%.


“More COVID-19 cases at Jacksonville group home” via the News
Service of Florida — With nine more cases this week, 11 staff members
and residents at a Jacksonville group home for people with
developmental disabilities have tested positive for COIVD-19. Arc
Jacksonville Executive Director Jim Whittaker said six residents and
three staff members at the Bert Road group home tested positive for


Corona local
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the virus this week. The Duval County Health Department tested all the
residents and staff members at Arc facilities after two residents were
taken to the hospital the first week in July. Residents at the Bert Road
group home who tested negative have been moved to apartments. The
residents who tested positive — all of whom are asymptomatic — have
remained at the home and are isolated “like a sick bay,” Whittaker said.


Arc Jacksonville Executive Director Jim Whittaker said 11 residents and staff
members of the group home tested positive for COVID-19.


“A mom’s tale of premature childbirth, coronavirus and separation”
via Sonja Isger of The Palm Beach Post — COVID-19 sneaked into the
Whitfield house in April despite her family’s best efforts at distancing
and mask-wearing. Their caution was driven by the need to protect the
littlest Whitfield, a miracle baby who arrived 11 weeks early and was
still in the hospital more than a month later. What followed was close to
three weeks of isolation, in which mommy and baby connected only in
rare video chats or once from four floors of separation, Erica Whitfield
gazing up from the parking lot as a nurse held baby Nora to the
window. While their symptoms never rose far beyond the discomfort of
a bad cold, Whitfield said the weekslong infection and its consequences
were nonetheless traumatizing.


“’The price of denial’: Teenager died after attending church party
as Florida reopened” via Nicholas Nehamas and Sarah Blaskey —
The reopening of First Youth Church after three months of remote
sermons was going to be a party. Sixteen-year-old Carsyn Davis was a
dedicated student at the Fort Myers youth ministry, her family said.
Carsyn was among the hundred or so kids to attend the church’s
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reopening event on June 10. Carsyn didn’t wear a mask when she
attended the party, even though she was obese, asthmatic, and had a
history of childhood cancer and a rare autoimmune disorder. None of
the other kids around her wore masks either — wearing a mask wasn’t
required by state officials despite the known risks of indoor
transmission. Less than two weeks later the teen died of pneumonia
brought on by COVID-19.


Carsyn Leigh Davis, 16, died of COVID-19 two weeks after attending a church
reopening where masks were not required.


“As virus rages, S. Florida residents cling to government aid. What
happens when it runs out?” via Rob Wile and Alex Daugherty of the
Miami Herald — With about one out of every nine Miami-Dade workers
and nearly one out of every six in Broward still out of a job due to the
coronavirus pandemic, a question lingers in South Florida: How long
can the region stave off an even worse economic disaster? Greater
Miami ranks as one of the hardest-hit metros in the country, thanks to
its reliance on a tourism industry that has instantly dried up. Yet the
region seems to have avoided, so far, a more traumatic economic
shock thanks to massive government intervention. After a rough start,
Florida’s unemployment system has come online to furnish tens of
thousands of local workers with as much as $875 per week in
unemployment insurance.


“School Board chair: Where’s Palm Beach County’s school
reopening plan?” via Andrew Marra of The Palm Beach Post — The
chair of the Palm Beach County School Board criticized school district
leaders Sunday for failing to release their school-reopening plan with
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only three days left before it is set to be adopted. Board Chairman
Frank Barbieri said he was troubled that neither board members nor
the public have had a chance to see details of the district’s proposal for
how schools will operate when classes resume online next month amid
the coronavirus pandemic. The reopening plan is sure to be among the
most scrutinized proposals in the school board’s history. Schools
Superintendent Donald Fennoy has promised to deliver a reopening
plan for board members to consider Wednesday, but he has not
released details and has given little indication of what he plans to
recommend.


“Two weeks then gone? Not even close, say doctors about
lingering effects of COVID-19” via Wendy Rhodes of The Palm Beach
Post — As the virus persists and researchers collect and analyze data,
theories are confirmed and denied, and “facts” are ever-changing. But
one thing on which medical experts worldwide now agree is that long-
term effects from COVID-19 on the liver, kidneys, brain, lungs, heart,
gastrointestinal tract and psyche could be very real for people of all
ages. Blood clots triggered by the virus can cause fingers to turn black
and “die,” patients can suffer extended bouts of debilitating exhaustion,
and immune system disorders can lead to organ failure or death after
the virus has left the body.


“The Keys report a record number of new COVID-19 cases. It’s not
as bad as it seems, health official says” via Howard Cohen and
David Goodhue of the Miami Herald — The Florida Health Department
in the Keys reported 74 new cases of COVID-19, which is the highest
ever reported in the island chain. But the number is not quite as bad as
it appears, according to Monroe County’s top health official. The
numbers reflect cases confirmed both Thursday and Friday. The reason
all the cases weren’t reported Friday from Thursday is Robert Eadie,
the administrator and health officer, gave the department’s
epidemiologist the day off. The number of cases has recently been
climbing at a greater pace than they had been exhibiting in the Keys
when single-day cases would tend toward single-digit growth and the
death rate would hold steady for days at a time.


  


“Disney reopens as a different world with masks, social distancing
and light crowds” via Gabrielle Russon and Dewayne Bevil of the
Orlando Sentinel — At the Magic Kingdom, all Disney employees wore
face coverings, and workers with high contact with guests, such as ride
operators, were equipped with clear face shields as well. Most visitors
seemed to be obeying the required mask rule Saturday as well as
markers meant to keep them 6 feet apart. Employees were observed
enforcing the requirements. “We’re encouraged by our guests’
overwhelmingly positive feedback for our phased reopening and are


More local
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grateful for their support of the new measures we’ve added,” Disney
spokeswoman Andrea Finger said in a statement.


People wear face masks as required to attend the official reopening day of the
Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World. Image via AP.


“As Walt Disney World reopens, Orange, Osceola counties see
new peaks of virus infections” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics —
With Walt Disney World reopening, the counties providing the most
homes to employees of the world’s largest tourist attraction saw
dramatically new highs in single-day increases in confirmed COVID-19
cases. Sunday’s latest report showed 1,371 new confirmed cases in
Orange County in the previous 24 hours, with another 306 new cases in
Osceola. It’s the first time Orange County had seen more than 1,200
new cases logged in a day, and the first time Osceola saw more than
250. Both cases, the totals grew by dramatically increased numbers of
new test results that came on Saturday, the most ever for either county.
The same was seen across the six-county greater Orlando region.


“Pinellas County COVID-19 positivity rate plummets in latest data”
via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — The “plateau” DeSantis
touted Saturday may be evidenced in Hillsborough and Pinellas
counties where the daily positivity rates for new COVID-19 tests
dropped for the third day in a row. The rate of new positive tests in
Hillsborough dropped to 12.4% Saturday from 12.9% Friday and 14.2%
Thursday, all down from a near-record of 19.8% Wednesday. The news
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is even better in Pinellas where the positivity rate dropped to 5.6%
Saturday from 7.3% Friday and 9.6% Thursday. The county’s seven-
day average is almost below the 10% threshold for which health
officials find cause for concern, at 10.4%. Pinellas County also added
just 248 new cases Saturday, a drop from 303 Friday.


“’Highly irate:’ Tampa Bay mask rules spur hundreds of police
calls” via Christopher Spada and Sara DiNatale of the Tampa Bay
Times — With most of Tampa Bay now subject to some sort of
mandatory mask order, the Tampa Bay Times reviewed law and code
enforcement records to get a sense of how that’s going. Hundreds of
complaint calls, disturbances and mostly verbal arguments have been
reported over masks. At least a couple turned violent. All five mask
orders across Tampa Bay counties and cities carry penalties up to
$500. But only St. Petersburg appears to have fined anyone. Authorities
frequently have arrived to find the offender already gone.


“Two medical relief groups leave Immokalee despite climbing
COVID-19 cases” via Liz Freeman of the Naples Daily News — Two
international medical relief organizations have left Immokalee, leaving
local health officials to address the rise in COVID-19 cases as the first
group of farmworkers return later this month. “This is still very much a
crisis,” said Emily Ptaszek, CEO of the nonprofit Healthcare Network in
Collier County, which has been working in the community for months to
combat the rapidly spreading disease. The rural community in eastern
Collier has become a hot spot for COVID-19 infection with 1,680 people
tested positive as of Friday, according to state Department of Health
data. That's a 175% increase from the 611 cases reported on June 1,
according to the data.


“Sarasota-Manatee tourism will continue to shift” via Laura Finaldi
of the Sarasota Herald-Tribune — The COVID-19 pandemic has
created a different picture of tourism than what Sarasota-Manatee is
used to seeing. Travel restrictions forbid tourists from crucial out-of-
state markets from crossing into Florida unless their travel is considered
“essential.” The visitors who are here and who will continue to come, it
seems, are from nearby. The American Hotel & Lodging Association
released a report that found just 44% of Americans are planning
overnight vacations or leisure travel in 2020 — and most of those trips
are to places within driving distance. The Bradenton Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau, which promotes Manatee County, including the
beaches of Anna Maria Island, is currently targeting only in-state
travelers, Executive Director Elliott Falcione said.


“FSU cuts athletic department budget 20% due to coronavirus
pandemic” via Matt Murschel of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
Florida State announced a 20% athletics department budget cut that
includes job eliminations, pay cuts and other cost-cutting measures due
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to the coronavirus pandemic. “I am personally heartbroken over the
impact this pandemic has had on our employees, and I am
disappointed that I must give you this discouraging news today,” FSU
athletic director David Coburn wrote. Coburn cited declines in football
season ticket sales and donations to the Seminole Boosters annual
fund among the reasons for the revenue shortfall as well as the
expenses surrounding replacing the football coaching staff.


  


“Trump wears a mask on a visit to a military medical center.” via
The New York Times — Trump wore a mask in public for the first time,
after repeated urging from aides that it was a necessary message to
send to Americans resistant to covering their faces. Trump wore a dark
mask affixed with the presidential seal during a visit to the Walter Reed
National Military Medical Center, where he planned to visit wounded
troops. He was surrounded by Secret Service agents and others also
wearing masks. Anticipation over whether he would wear a mask had
been building, after the President had repeatedly dismissed
suggestions to wear a mask, frequently appearing in public spaces
without one, mocking those who did and ignoring public health rules in
several states.


Corona nation
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In a turnaround from his previous stance, Donald Trump wears a face mask in
public during a trip to Walter Reed National Military Medical Center. Image via AP.


“Surgeon general now urges face coverings” via The Associated
Press — Surgeon General Jerome Adams said the Trump
administration is “trying to correct” its guidance from earlier in the
coronavirus epidemic that wearing face coverings was not necessary.
With virus cases surging and many states and cities now issuing orders
to wear masks in public, Adams said he and other administration
officials were wrong back in March. But he insists they were going with
the scientific knowledge at the time, which suggested that people with
COVID-19 who showed no symptoms were not likely to spread the
virus. Adams said on CBS’ Face the Nation that “once upon a time, we
prescribed cigarettes for asthmatics and leeches and cocaine and
heroin for people as medical treatments. When we learned better, we
do better.”


“As coronavirus surges in Republican territory, so does rage over
masks” via Gus Garcia-Roberts of the NWF Daily News — After
waiting hours for his turn to speak to the Montgomery City Council on
June 16, pulmonologist Dr. William Saliski spoke slowly and in basic
terms about what he had seen on the novel coronavirus front lines in
his hospital in an area hit harder than any other in Alabama. He
described emergency units overrun with COVID-19 patients, roughly
90% of whom were Black, and warned that if the spread continued, “we
will be overrun.” He offered a simple partial solution: the council should
pass the ordinance it was considering to require people to wear masks
in public. “This mask slows that down,” Saliski said while waving a
piece of fabric. “Ninety-five percent protection. Something as easy as
this cloth.”


—“Woman angry over store’s mask rule assaults employee with
shoeboxes” via Tiffani Thiessen of the Orlando Sentinel
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“Coronavirus deaths take a long-expected turn for the worse” via
Mike Stobbe and Nicky Forster of The Associated Press — A long-
expected upturn in U.S. coronavirus deaths has begun, driven by
fatalities in states in the South and West. The number of deaths per day
from the virus had been falling for months, and even remained down as
states like Florida and Texas saw explosions in cases and
hospitalizations, and reported daily U.S. infections broke records
several times in recent days. Scientists warned it wouldn’t last. A
coronavirus death, when it occurs, typically comes several weeks after
a person is first infected. And experts predicted states that saw
increases in cases and hospitalizations would, at some point, see
deaths rise too. Now that’s happening.


“'We do expect deaths to go up,' warns White House COVID-19
task force's Adm. Brett Giroir as cases rise” via William Cummings
of USA Today — Adm. Giroir, a member of the White House
Coronavirus Task Force, said that the increasing number of
hospitalizations related to COVID-19 were "very concerning," and he
warned there would be an increase in deaths stemming from the spike
in cases. "We expect hospitalizations to continue to go up," Giroir said.
More hospitalizations mean more Americans will die from the virus
"over the next two or three weeks before this turns around." Giroir said
the overall mortality rate should remain lower than it was during the
initial surge in cases in March and April because medical professionals
know more about caring for COVID-19 patients and have seen benefits
from the drug remdesivir. "Even though the death rate, if you get it, is
going down, your chances of surviving are much better, we do expect
deaths to go up."


In an interview, Adm. Brett Giroir broke with the President on several issues
including the severity of the coronavirus, mask-wearing and guidelines for


reopening schools. Image via Getty.


“'Pushing the frontiers': Long lines for COVID tests, stressed labs
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delay results as demand spikes” via Ken Alltucker of USA Today —
America’s testing system is once again strained and labs are struggling
to keep pace as coronavirus rages faster than ever in the South and
West. From Florida to California, large and small labs running 24/7 can’t
process samples quickly enough from millions of Americans tested
every week. That means COVID-19 test results are delayed a week or
longer in hot spot communities, undercutting public health efforts to
track, isolate and prevent spread. The number of daily tests reached an
all-time high of more than 719,000 on July 3 and averaged nearly
640,000 each day this past week, according to data from the COVID
Tracking Project.


“COVID-19 death toll is twice as high among people of color under
age 65 as for white Americans” via Lena H. Sun of The Washington
Post — The coronavirus proved substantially deadlier to people of color
under the age of 65 than to their white counterparts in the early days of
the pandemic. The report from the CDC is the agency’s most
comprehensive analysis of the demographics of those who died of
COVID-19. Researchers analyzed data for about 52,000 confirmed
deaths between mid-February and mid-April. The study found stark
differences in the age at which people from different racial and ethnic
groups died of COVID-19. Among White people, the median age was
81, while for Hispanics it was 71, and for all nonwhite, non-Hispanic
people it was 72.


  


“After the fastest recession in U.S. history, the economic recovery
may be fizzling” via David J. Lynch of The Washington Post — If there
were still hopes of a “V-shaped” comeback from the novel coronavirus
shutdown, this past week should have put an end to them. The
pandemic shock, which economists once assumed would be only a
temporary business interruption, appears instead to be settling into a
traditional, self-perpetuating recession. When states and cities began
closing most businesses in March, the idea was to smother the virus
and buy time for the medical system to adapt. Without a uniform federal
strategy, many governors rushed to reopen their economies before
bringing the virus under control.


Corona economics
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Rows of United Airlines check-in counters at O'Hare International Airport in
Chicago are unoccupied amid the coronavirus pandemic. Image via AP.


“It could be years before Florida’s jobs recover from COVID-19” via
David Lyons of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — South Florida’s
tourism-heavy economy is paying a price in jobs lost to COVID-19 — a
toll so heavy that some executives don’t see a recovery until two years
from now. All three counties have lost a substantial number of jobs in
hotels, restaurants and leisure-oriented businesses, but Broward
County has taken the biggest hit. Unemployment reached 16% in
Broward in May. Palm Beach County fared better at 14.1% and Miami-
Dade at 11.3%, just a year after unemployment hovered around 3%.
Unemployment in Orange County, home to Disney World, Universal,
and other nationally prominent attractions, hit a sky-high 23.2% in May,
the second-worst in the state. Only Osceola County, directly to the
south, was hit harder, with 31.1% of the workforce unemployed.


“Breaking point: As COVID-19 cases surge, Florida restaurants
closing for ‘summer breaks’” via Annabelle Tometich of the Fort
Myers News-Press — Uncertainty continues to plague the state's
restaurants, which are a driving force in Florida's economy. Restaurant
and food-service jobs accounted for 12% of employment in the state,
close to 1.1 million jobs in 2019. In 2018, Florida's restaurants reported
some $50.1 billion in sales, per the National Restaurant Association.
2020 has been nowhere near as kind. And many restaurants are hitting
their breaking points. Restaurants that received money from the federal
Paycheck Protection Program during the first round of applications in
April spent the last of it in mid-June. PPP funds went to restaurants in
Southwest Florida far more than any other industry.


“Carnival Corp. to sell 13 ships, resume cruises in Germany amid
COVID-19 pandemic” via Taylor Dolven of the Miami Herald — After
record-breaking second quarter losses, Carnival Corporation will begin
cruising again during the COVID-19 pandemic in August and shed 13 of
its ships by the end of the year. The company previously reported a
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loss of $4.37 billion, or $6.07 a share, during the second quarter, its
largest quarterly loss ever, as cruises remain banned in the U.S.
through at least late July. While U.S. health authorities remain focused
on curbing COVID-19 outbreaks among crews on cruise ships in U.S.
waters, the cities of Hamburg, Kiel and Rostock, Germany, have given
the industry the go-ahead to start cruises again next month. The
company has already received around 1,000 bookings for the cruises,
which went on sale Thursday.


  


“Data shows Fourth of July was busy travel day despite pandemic”
via WFLA — A new analysis of cellphone data in 10 coronavirus hotspots
shows even more people hit the road over the Fourth of July weekend than
over Memorial Day, despite warnings from health experts. The analysis comes
from data by “Cuebiq,” a private company that the CDC uses to track general
movement in the United States. Cuebiq focused on the number of visitors to
and from 10 metro area hotspots in the United States. According to the data,
nearly all of these metro areas saw an increase in the number of visitors when
compared to either Memorial Day weekend or the two weeks prior. Orlando
saw the largest increase in visitors compared to the weeks leading up to the
Fourth of July.


Despite the pandemic, travel during the July Fourth weekend was busier than
expected.


“As the pandemic surges, old people alarm their adult kids by
playing bridge and getting haircuts” via Tara Bahrampour of The
Washington Post — The effects of COVID-19 are most devastating for older
people, with a 30% death rate among people over 85 in the United States who
develop it. Many in that age group are sheltering in place and skipping social
events in an effort to avoid the virus that causes the disease, and younger
family members have often stayed away or gotten coronavirus tests before
seeing them, to protect them. Others have taken a more relaxed attitude,


More corona
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engaging in behavior that fills their middle-aged children with terror, for both
their parents’ health and their own. Whatever the reasons, the dynamic can
leave middle-aged people, many of whom may already be worried about their
adult children going to protests or beach gatherings, feeling that they must also
parent their parents.


“Lessons from Walt Disney World's reopening: Smaller crowds
make up for COVID-19 protocols” via Britt Kennerly and Seth Kubersky
of USA Today — The parks opened even as the Sunshine State recorded a
sharp increase in new infections. On Saturday, the Florida Department of
Health reported 10,360 new cases, the 18th consecutive day that at least 5,000
new cases of the novel coronavirus have been announced and pushing total
cases to 254,511. And those making their way back to the "Place Where
Dreams Come True" found a smaller, much more sanitized and COVID-19-
conscious world. The coronavirus-forced changes were myriad, from touch-
free forehead temperature checks to hand-sanitizing stations and six-foot
separations between guests in lines.


“Virus causes uncertainty for state lotteries” via Michael Casey of The
Associated Press — Since March, Texas, Arkansas and Montana and several
other states have seen an increase in sales, in part, driven by housebound
residents putting cash down for scratch-off tickets. But lottery officials say
other states, like Massachusetts and Oregon, confronted revenue drops due to
stay-at-home orders that forced the closure of restaurants, bars and some
retailers selling tickets. Some also blamed a lack of an online presence,
something only a handful states currently allow. State lottery revenues do not
make up a huge portion of a state budget. But because the monies are often
directed to specific programs like education, environment or veterans
programs, they can have an outsized impact when there are upticks or declines
in sales.


  Smoldering
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“A new generation challenges the heartland” via Tim Craig and
Aaron Williams of The Washington Post — The number of young
people of color living in the Midwest has surged over the past decade,
as the older white population has nearly stalled. Forty percent of the
nation’s counties are experiencing such demographic transformations.
A review of census data released last month showed that minorities
make up nearly half the under-30 population nationwide compared to
just 27% of the over-55 population, signaling that the United States is
on the brink of seismic changes in culture, politics and values. As this
young, diverse cohort enters adulthood, it’s challenging the cultural
norms and political views of older white Americans.


“Orlando activists debate demands for change in how police
operate” via Cristóbal Reyes, Grace Toohey and Monivette Cordeiro of
the Orlando Sentinel — In Central Florida, where activist coalitions
have been a ubiquitous presence during street marches and
government meetings, a consensus on the movement’s demands has
yet to match its passion. “We’re applying pressure in so many places
you have no idea about,” Lawanna Gelzer, a longtime community
organizer and one of the most visible figures at the local protests, said
at a march last week. The local movement has included a variety of
voices, with demands ranging from stronger accountability measures
for police misconduct, to shifting funding from cops to social programs,
to outright “abolition” of law enforcement. Police agencies, meanwhile,
have already made modest policy changes.


Community organizer and activist Lawanna Gelzer says there is a lot of pressure
to change how police operate in Central Florida.


“Arrests, demonstration outside St. Pete Mayor’s house roils
protest movement” via Bailey LeFever and Josh Fiallo of the Tampa
Bay Times — An unsettling week for the city’s protest movement
culminated Saturday when four demonstrators were arrested at two
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different protests. The first incident took place outside the home of
Mayor Rick Kriseman in the Pasadena Estates area. A small group of
protesters assembled outside of his home, just as they did the week
before. But this time two women were arrested, one of them on a
charge of child neglect after police said she allowed her child to block
traffic. Hours later, as demonstrators continued their nightly march
through downtown, St. Petersburg police vehicles suddenly appeared
and officers took three people into custody.


“In Parkland, one side of the street chanted ‘Black Lives Matter.’
The other, ‘U.S.A.’” via David Goodhue of the Miami Herald — Four
lanes of road separated Black Lives Matter protesters and protesters
supporting police Saturday afternoon in Parkland. The opposing
protesters stood diagonally from each other on the corner of Holmberg
and Pine Island roads. One side chanted “Black Lives Matter,” “No
Justice No Peace, No Racist Police” and “All Lives Matter When Black
Lives Matter.” The other “U.S.A,” and held signs that read “We Support
the Police.” Each side contained a crowd of around 80 people.


“Lynching of Claude Neal: Group urges Marianna tree be removed;
nephew wants it preserved” via Nada Hassanein of the Tallahassee
Democrat — Neal was lynched in Marianna, Florida, in 1934. A group
of six white men kidnapped him and tortured him to death in the woods
near the Chattahoochee River. They maimed him, burned him with hot
irons and stabbed and shot him over and over. The mob dragged his
already dead, mutilated body back to Marianna for display before
thousands of people. They hung his body from a tree that still stands
today in front of the present-day Jackson County Courthouse. Recently,
a Marianna-based group started a petition to cut the tree down and
instead install a historical marker.
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“Anthony Fauci is sidelined by the White House as he steps up
blunt talk on pandemic” via Yasmeen Abutaleb, Josh Dawsey and
Laurie McGinley of The Washington Post — As the Trump
administration has strayed from the advice of many of its scientists and
public health experts, the White House has moved to sideline Fauci,
scuttled some of his planned TV appearances and largely kept him out
of the Oval Office for more than a month even as coronavirus infections
surge in large swathes of the country. In recent days, the 79-year-old
scientist and director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases has found himself directly in the President’s crosshairs.
During an interview Thursday with Sean Hannity, Trump said Fauci “is
a nice man, but he’s made a lot of mistakes.”


D.C. matters
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The White House sidelined Dr. Anthony Fauci after his increasing blunt talk about
the COVID-19 pandemic. Image via AP.


“Trump rips private Texas border wall built by his supporters” via
Nomaan Merchant of The Associated Press — Trump on Sunday
criticized a privately built border wall in South Texas that’s showing
signs of erosion months after going up, saying it was “only done to
make me look bad,” even though the wall was built after a monthslong
campaign by his supporters. The group that raised money online for the
wall promoted itself as supporting Trump during a government
shutdown that started in December 2018 because Congress wouldn’t
fund Trump’s demands for a border wall. Called “We Build the Wall,”
the group has raised more than $25 million promoting itself as
supporting the President.


Assignment editors — U.S. Rep Kathy Castor will host an online
meeting with her Tampa constituents about keeping them and their
families safe as COVID-19 positive test numbers increase, 11 a.m.,
Zoom link available from Rikki.Miller@mail.house.gov.


Happening today — U.S. Rep. Charlie Crist will hold a virtual town
hall with representatives of NASA for Pinellas County students, families
and teachers. Participants include astronaut Mike Fincke and NASA
Administrator Jim Bridenstine, 11 a.m., nasaenterprise.webex.com.


  


“NFL players’ stickup victims recant after payoffs in lawmaker’s
office, warrant says” via Nicholas Nehamas, David Ovalle, and David
Smiley of the Miami Herald — The case against two NFL football
players accused of armed robbery in Miramar took a twist after it was


Statewide
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revealed that detectives believe four victims recanted after being paid a
total of $55,000 in cash, at the office of a South Florida defense lawyer
and state lawmaker. Michael Grieco, who represents accused Seattle
Seahawks cornerback Quinton Dunbar. Grieco, a Democrat, won a
seat in the state House in 2018. “Grieco’s office was the background
that facilitated a cash transaction that later obstructed the integrity of an
investigation,” said one of the police reports.


Seattle Seahawks CB Quinton Dunbar and New York Giants CB Deandre Baker
are both wanted on four counts of armed robbery after an argument at a party the


players attended. Image via the Miami Herald.


“Hedge Fund Chatham wins bankruptcy auction for McClatchy’s
Newspapers” via Jonathan Randles and Lukas I. Alpert of The Wall
Street Journal — Hedge-fund manager Chatham Asset Management
LLC emerged as the winner in a bankruptcy auction for McClatchy Co.
The sale, announced by McClatchy on Sunday, must be approved by
the judge overseeing its bankruptcy. McClatchy publishes some 30
daily papers, including the Miami Herald, the Sacramento Bee and the
Kansas City Star. A sale to Chatham would mean roughly one-third of
all newspapers sold in the U.S. each day are published by companies
controlled by financial institutions.


“Polk courts cut staff, reduce hours to offset budget shortfall” via
Suzie Schottelkotte of The Lakeland Ledger — Twenty courthouse
employees lost their jobs this week, another 21 vacant positions have
been eliminated and about 200 court employees will be furloughed one
day a week through September to offset a $1.6 million shortfall caused
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Polk Clerk of Court and Comptroller Stacy
Butterfield said revenue from traffic fines, lawsuit filing fees, and other
court functions has plummeted since March, when the pandemic led to
a shutdown across Florida. “This is a financial crisis for us,” she said.
“We are funded through those fines, fees and costs that we can retain
by statute, and those revenues have been greatly reduced during the
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pandemic. Revenue from traffic tickets and civil filings are what support
all of our court operations.”


“Orange production down as season ends” via the News Service of
Florida — Florida’s citrus growing season ended on a sour note, with
the production of the state’s signature orange crop down about 6% from
the prior season. The U.S. Department of Agriculture on Friday
released final numbers for the 2019-2020 season, with growers filling
67.65 million 90-pound boxes, the industry-standard measurement.
That number was below the 71.85 million boxes filled during the 2018-
2019 season. The industry entered the 2019-2020 season with an
optimistic tone, expecting to continue a rebound after a disastrous
2017-2018 season in which Hurricane Irma reduced production. The
state saw upticks during the 2019-2020 season in grapefruit and
specialty crops. Grapefruit production in Florida ended with 4.85 million
boxes, an increase from 4.51 million boxes in the 2018-2019 season.


“Flags lowered to honor Wayne Mixson” via the News Service of
Florida — Flags were flown half-staff Saturday to honor former Florida
Gov. Mixson, who died Wednesday at age 98. DeSantis ordered flags
at half-staff at the Capitol, the Leon County Courthouse and
Tallahassee City Hall. Mixson was elected Lieutenant Governor in 1978
and 1982 as the running mate of Democrat Bob Graham and served
three days as Governor in early 1987. That came after Graham was
elected to the U.S. Senate and stepped down as Governor before his
term ended to go to Washington.


Former Florida Gov. Wayne Mixson (right) dies this week at age 98. He had
served as Governor for three days. Tallahassee Democrat.


  


New and renewed lobbying registrations:


Lobby regs
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Michael Corcoran, Matt Blair, Jacqueline Corcoran, Will Rodriguez,
Andrea Tovar, Corcoran Partners: RareGuru


Jorge Chamizo, Charles Dudley, Floridian Partners: NACM of Tampa


Kasey Lewis, Melissa Ramba, Lewis Longman & Walker: Florida
Association of Nurse Anesthetists


Jason Unger, GrayRobinson: Contact Network LLC dba InLine


  


“Donald Trump gets some good election news: GOP voter
registrations outpace Dems” via David Siders of POLITICO — Late
last month, the Democratic data firm TargetSmart found that while new
voter registrations had plummeted amid the coronavirus pandemic,
those who were registering in competitive states tended to be whiter,
older and less Democratic than before. Ben Wessel, executive director
of NextGen America, said he "got nervous," and other Democratic-
leaning groups felt the same. The report seemed to confirm what state
elections officials and voter registration groups had been seeing in the
field for weeks: Neither Democrats nor Republicans had been
registering many voters during the pandemic. But Democrats were
suffering disproportionately from the slowdown.


2020
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Donald Trump finally gets some good news; GOP voter registration is outpacing
Democrats.


“‘Republicans are really fed up’: GOP increasingly splits with
Trump as his polls drag” via Courtney Subramanian Christal Hayes of
the NWF Daily News — Weeks before Trump accepts his party’s
nomination, cracks are deepening within the party as a host of GOP
lawmakers distance themselves from the Republican standard-bearer
as they weigh their election chances in November. Republicans have
increasingly split with Trump on a host of issues shadowing his
administration, from his tone on racism and the removal of Confederate
statues, to wearing a face mask amid the coronavirus pandemic and
questions over intelligence reports of a Russia-backed bounty program
on U.S. troops in Afghanistan. It’s a rare moment in the President’s
three-and-a-half-year tenure, during which Trump otherwise relished
inparty unity on issues such as his impeachment and former special
counsel Robert Mueller’s Russia investigation.


“‘You get made fun of’: Donald Trump campaign office shuns
masks, social distancing” via Dan Diamond of POLITICO — Inside
the Trump campaign’s headquarters this week, a team of cleaners
scrubbed down surfaces and disinfected equipment, a recognition that
coronavirus has found its way into the heart of the President’s
reelection bid, regardless of Trump’s public dismissals of recent risk.
The campaign’s headquarters is normally packed with dozens of
staffers, often sitting in proximity to conduct phone calls and other
urgent campaign business, said three people with knowledge of its
operations. The office was shut down for its first deep cleaning in weeks
after a senior campaign official tested positive for the virus.


“The once-mocked ‘Never Trump’ movement becomes a sudden



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyhyil-edrdjlhjd-uj/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyhyil-edrdjlhjd-ut/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyhyil-edrdjlhjd-ut/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyhyil-edrdjlhjd-ui/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyhyil-edrdjlhjd-ui/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyhyil-edrdjlhjd-ud/





campaign force” via Ashley Parker and Robert Costa of The
Washington Post — Groups such as the Lincoln Project and
Republican Voters Against Trump emphasize guerrilla tactics and
scathing ads as they troll the President. The movement seeks to build a
national political operation to oust both the President and his supporters
in Congress, with a particular emphasis on persuading white suburban
voters who consider themselves true Republicans to break from the
President. Advisers to the Lincoln Project, which they say has about 30
employees and raised $16.8 million this quarter, will soon expand to
include ground operations. Their surgical strike ads air on Fox News in
Washington, which are aimed not at persuading disaffected
Republicans but simply at needling Trump.


“When Val Demings stood by police officers accused of excessive
force” via Matt Dixon and Maya King of POLITICO — In 2010, Daniel
Daley broke his neck outside a Florida bar after being slammed to the
ground by an Orlando police officer young enough to be his grandson.
The Orlando police chief defended the officer, 26-year-old Travis
Lamont. A jury disagreed that the encounter was defensible, awarding
Daley $880,000 in damages. The chief was Demings, now in her fourth
year as a U.S. representative. As a Black woman and 27-year veteran
of a big-city force, Demings has emerged as an unusually credible
voice on the relationship between law enforcement and urban
communities. As Biden inches toward choosing a running mate,
Demings is branding herself as a police reformer.


In 2010, Val Demings stood firm with police officers accused of using excessive
force.


“Tammy Duckworth bursts into VP contention” via Natasha Korecki
of POLITICO — Duckworth is no longer an afterthought in the
Democratic veepstakes. The Illinois senator and Purple Heart recipient
has landed squarely in the conversation after a high-profile clash with
Tucker Carlson last week and her advocacy against politicization of
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the military in the weeks prior. The attention hasn't escaped Biden's
vetting team. It has stepped up information-gathering on Duckworth
recently, scrutinizing her legislative record and talking to her
colleagues. A contingent of Duckworth-for-VP backers, including high-
dollar donors and a politically active veterans group, has intensified
efforts on her behalf in the past two weeks, pushing her as the best
choice for Biden’s running mate.


“Facebook mulls political-ad blackout ahead of U.S. election” via
Kurt Wagner of Bloomberg — Facebook Inc. is considering imposing a
ban on political ads on its social network in the days leading up to the
U.S. election in November, according to people familiar with the
company’s thinking. The potential ban is still only being discussed and
hasn’t yet been finalized, said the people, who asked not to be named
talking about internal policies. Still, there are concerns that an ad
blackout may hurt “get out the vote” campaigns, or limit a candidate’s
ability to respond widely to breaking news or new information. This
would be a big change for Facebook, which has so far stuck to a policy
of not fact-checking ads from politicians or their campaigns. Ad
blackouts before elections are common in other parts of the world,
including the U.K., where Facebook’s global head of policy, Nick
Clegg, was once deputy prime minister.


  


“It’s Trump’s call on what the GOP convention will look like” via
Zeke Miller of The Associated Press — After months of insisting that
the Republican National Convention go off as scheduled despite the
pandemic, Trump is slowly coming to accept that the late August event
will not be the four-night infomercial for his reelection that he had
anticipated. After a venue change, spiking coronavirus cases, and a
sharp recession, Trump aides and allies are increasingly questioning
whether it’s worth the trouble, and some are advocating that the
convention be scrapped altogether. Privately, concerns are mounting,
and plans are being drawn up to further scale back the event or even
shift it to entirely virtual. Officials who weeks ago had looked for the
convention to be a celebration of the nation’s vanquishing of the virus
now see it as a potent symbol of the pandemic’s persistence.


Convention countdown
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Donald Trump addresses delegates during the final day of the 2016 Republican
National Convention. It is up to the President to determine what shape the 2020


RNC will take. Image via AP.


“Republicans tap top fundraiser in mad scramble for convention
cash” via Alex Isenstadt of POLITICO — Republicans have tapped a
top party fundraiser as they race to lock down money for their
convention, a task that's been complicated by a tight timetable and
growing concerns about holding a large-scale event during the
pandemic. Jeff Miller, a veteran fundraiser with deep connections to
the tight-knit world of Republican donors, will serve as a national
finance chair for the late-August convention in Jacksonville.
Republicans are scrambling to raise millions of dollars after Trump
moved most of the event from Charlotte. They say they've received
several millions of dollars in commitments toward a fundraising goal of
$20 to $25 million, but declined to be more specific.


“Joe Gruters says RNC convention will be safe” via Zac Anderson of
the Sarasota Herald-Tribune — Florida had 69,069 coronavirus cases
when the Republican National Committee announced on June 11 that
the party’s convention was moving to Jacksonville. Since that time the
number of Florida cases has more than tripled and questions
surrounding the safety of holding a major gathering in the state have
only grown. Some Republican leaders have announced they will skip
the convention because of health concerns. Florida GOP Chair Gruters
said he is confident the convention, which will culminate with Trump’s
acceptance speech on Aug. 27, will be safe. “They’re not going to take
anything for granted; they’re going to make it safe,” said Gruters, a
state senator from Sarasota. Gruters said he does not expect Florida’s
big surge in coronavirus cases to derail the event.


“Jacksonville RNC costs draw questions from City Council



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyhyil-edrdjlhjd-oy/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyhyil-edrdjlhjd-oj/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyhyil-edrdjlhjd-oj/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyhyil-edrdjlhjd-ot/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyhyil-edrdjlhjd-oi/





President Tommy Hazouri” via Steve Patterson of The Florida Times-
Union — Mayor Lenny Curry’s office is getting questions from City
Council President Hazouri about costs to taxpayers from Jacksonville
hosting the Republican National Convention next month. Hazouri
outlined seven questions in a memo this week to the Mayor’s Office and
said he wants financial information soon so council members can judge
sensibly any agreement they’re asked to approve. “I can’t wait until
anyone submits an unannounced piece of legislation,” he said. “It’s not
fair to us and, quite frankly, it’s not fair to the public.” It’s not clear what
arrangements will require council approval, however.


  


“Kat Cammack hits the airwaves with first ad in CD 3” via Drew
Wilson of Florida Politics — Cammack has released her first ad in the
race to succeed Ted Yoho in Florida’s 3rd Congressional District. The
30-second spot, “Chicken,” casts Cammack as the only candidate in the
10-person primary field that will stick to their guns on conservative
issues. “My opponents are a lot like career politicians in DC: Chicken,”


More from the trail
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Cammack says in the ad. “I’ve spent my whole life being tough. When I
was younger my family was homeless. Now, I run a small business and
was Congressman Yoho’s deputy chief of staff. “I’m Kat Cammack and
I approve this message because in Washington these guys will run
away from President Trump, guns and the pro-life values that we care
about.” The campaign said the ad will be backed with a six-figure,
districtwide buy. Her ad drops about six weeks before the Aug. 18
primary and just a day after Judson Sapp rolled out his first TV spot of
the cycle.


“Super PAC attack labels William Figlesthaler candidacy as midlife
crisis” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — The same super PAC
airing negative ads against Byron Donalds now has a website devoted
to trashing Figlesthaler. Honesty America launched the website
FreakyFig.com Tuesday. The opposite characterizes the Naples
Republican’s run for Congress in Florida’s 19th Congressional District
as nothing more than a midlife crisis. The ad tackles Figlesthaler’s
personal life and professional history while citing a freshly filed Federal
Elections Commission complaint filed by Fort Myers attorney Chris
Brown, who said he’s supporting Casey Askar in the crowded
Republican primary in CD 19. The complaint alleges a consultant
working with Figlesthaler’s campaign, Matt Hurley, set up shell
companies in his girlfriend’s name to shield his income and avoid
addressing some $750,000 in debt owed to the Atrium and other
claimants.


“Ethics, elections complaints filed against Cris Dosev in HD 2” via
Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — A Republican candidate in Florida’s
Panhandle may need to explain some sloppy bookkeeping to the state.
Complaints against Dosev, who is challenging Rep. Alex Andrade in a
Republican primary in District 2, were filed with the Division of Elections
and the state Ethics Commission. Drew Palmer, a Destin resident who
has long tracked Dosev’s missteps, submitted his concerns when he
saw multiple missteps in Dosev’s state documents. For example,
Dosev’s financial disclosures don’t properly list full assets with a Roth
IRA and just lists the accounts, Palmer said. Palmer also suggests
Dosev failed to report interests in private businesses worth $184,465, a
substantial oversight. The financial concerns get documented in an
ethics complaint Palmer filed.


“Old charges give ammo to new attacks on Jason Maughan” via
Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — A video ad from Bonita Springs
Republican Adam Botana dubs his primary opponent “Drive-By
Shooter Jason Maughan.” The two Lee County candidates face each
other in a battle for an open House seat in District 76. The allegations
will be familiar to those who remember a nasty 2016 primary when
Maughan challenged incumbent Sen. Lizbeth Benacquisto. Maughan
lost that primary badly after a guilty plea from the ‘90s fueled the
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narrative around his candidacy. In the years since, Maughan won a
seat on the Sanibel City Council and rallied establishment
endorsements, including one this week from retired Sheriff Mike Scott.


To view the ad, click on the image below:


“Lawmakers back efforts to unseat incumbent” via the News Service
of Florida — Numerous Democratic state lawmakers are backing a
challenger to Rep. Al Jacquet, a Riviera Beach Democrat who has
come under fire for making anti-gay comments. Incoming Senate
Minority Leader Gary Farmer of Fort Lauderdale, Sen. Jason Pizzo of
North Miami and Rep. Carlos Guillermo Smith from Orlando, are the
latest lawmakers to back the candidacy of Lake Worth Beach
Commissioner Omari Hardy. Hardy, Jacquet and three other
Democrats are running in the Aug. 18 primary in Palm Beach County’s
House District 88. Hardy, who was raised in an LGBTQ household by
two mothers, received a flood of endorsements after he accused
Jacquet of making anti-gay comments against him for the second time
this year.
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“Roger Stone remains a convicted felon, and rightly so” via Robert
S. Mueller III with The Washington Post — The work of the special
counsel’s office, its report, indictments, guilty pleas and convictions,
should speak for itself. But I feel compelled to respond both to broad
claims that our investigation was illegitimate and our motives were
improper, and to specific claims that Stone was a victim of our office.
The Russia investigation was of paramount importance. Stone was
prosecuted and convicted because he committed federal crimes. He
remains a convicted felon, and rightly so.


Top opinion


  


“America is being way too calm about COVID-19” via Cathy O’Neil of
Bloomberg Opinion — The accelerating resurgence of COVID-19 in the
U.S. is filling me with dread. But what’s even scarier is the propensity of
Americans to ignore or downplay a malaise that is generating tens of


Opinions
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thousands of entirely preventable deaths. It makes total sense that the
rest of the world wants to keep Americans out these days. Thanks at
least in part to mostly young people socializing in bars and nightclubs,
the country has been setting records for daily case counts, now nearing
3 million. Yes, testing has roughly tripled in Arizona, but so has the
percentage of people testing positive (from about 7.5% to about 25%).
This suggests that more of the people coming in to get tested have a
major reason to think they’re sick, and that the tests are missing even
more of the people with mild or no symptoms.


“Our pandemic response is stalling. And it’s made worse by
Trump’s ignorance.” via The Washington Post editorial board — The
pandemic response in the United States is stalling. Left to a patchwork
of 50 states, absent a national strategy, buffeted by multiple outbreaks
from premature openings, and now facing critical decisions about risks
of reopening schools, the nation is headed in the wrong direction. A
critical pillar of containing the pandemic is diagnostic testing. An
average of 634,000 people a day were tested over the past week, but
that is way below the nationwide target of 1.6 million daily tests needed
for mitigation of the virus. Just as important is the percentage of positive
tests, rising in many states, because of both more illness and limited
testing.


“Trump talks a good game in Miami, but he doesn’t really like its
immigrants, either” via the Miami Herald editorial board — “The Trump
administration’s war on immigrants, undocumented, legal and almost-
legal, continues. Of course, the implications for many in South Florida
are huge and they are not good. Last week, the administration
threatened to kick international students out of the country if the
colleges and universities that they attend do not open for in-person
classes, the dangers of the coronavirus be damned. This would be
devastating for several local universities, U.S. Rep. Donna Shalala
said. “They will have go home if the schools are teaching only online.
This will be serious for the University of Miami and for FIU and Florida
Memorial,” she said.


“COVID-19 data reporting by Florida is unreliable” via Rebekah
Jones of the Tallahassee Democrat — While the rest of the world
drowned in third-party, speculative and nonscientific coronavirus data at
the onset of the pandemic, the Florida Department of Health (DOH)
stood proudly and steady in its position as the single-point-source of
information in the state. That monopoly over COVID data in the state is
partly my fault. I worked very hard for several months to ensure DOH
was the only authority over COVID-19 data, and since I was the sole
creator and publisher of that data, I trusted its authenticity and accuracy
above all else. A few weeks later, on the day Gov. DeSantis announced
the full reopening of K-12 schools in August, Scott Pritchard, the lead
epidemiologist for Florida’s COVID-19 response since January, abruptly
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quit after 15 years of service.


  


Florida set a COVID-19 record Sunday — not just for the state, but for
the entire nation.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— The Florida Department of Health reported 15,300 new COVID-19
cases Sunday, setting a new one-day nationwide record. New York
previously held that dubious distinction, but Florida beat the record by
more than 3,000. When last we heard from DeSantis, the Governor
insisted there won’t be any changes in Florida’s reopening.


— Florida added a mind-boggling 70,000 new cases of coronavirus in
the past week, bringing the total to almost 278,000. Dr. Ronald Saff of
Tallahassee says those numbers would have been a lot lower if
DeSantis had done a better job responding to the crisis.


Today's Sunrise
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— Florida’s death toll is also rising. Forty-five new fatalities were
reported Sunday; the new total is now 4,346. That’s an increase of
more than 500 over the past week; it’s keeping the Grim Reaper busy.


— Speaking of which, the man behind the Grim Reaper Tour is Dan
Uhlfelder, who will talk about his unusual crusade.


— Checking-in with a Florida Man fired for racist postings on social
media. Not Facebook or Twitter, mind you. It was LinkedIn. What kind
of moron posts racial rants on a site designed to connect business
professionals, you ask? Florida Man.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“Tiger Woods documentary 'TIGER' announced by HBO Sports for
December 2020” via Mike Chiari of The Bleacher Report — A two-part


Aloe
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documentary chronicling the rise, fall, and comeback of Woods entitled
TIGER is set to debut on HBO in December. Part 1 will air on Dec. 13,
followed by Part 2 on Dec. 20. In addition to being broadcast on HBO,
the documentary will be available for streaming on HBO Max. Academy
Award winner Alex Gibney will serve as one of the executive producers
for TIGER, while Emmy Award winner Matthew Heineman and Emmy
Award nominee Matthew Hamachek will direct. TIGER will feature
never-before-seen footage and interviews with many of those closest to
Woods.


A two-part documentary chronicling the rise, fall and comeback of Tiger Woods is
set to debut on HBO in December. Image via AP.


“Vintage Super Mario Bros. video game sells for $114,000” via The
Associated Press — An unopened copy of a vintage Super Mario Bros.
video game has been sold for $114,000 in an auction that underscored
the enduring popularity of entertainment created decades ago. A bidder
who wished to remain anonymous snapped up an early version of the
pioneering Super Mario Bros. game released in 1985 for Nintendo’s
NES console during an auction. The $114,000 price eclipsed Heritage
Auctions’ previous record amount for a video game, which was a
$100,150 bid made early last year for an unopened copy of the same
game.


  


Belated wishes to top Democrat fundraiser Jon Adrabi, as well as
former AG Bill McCollum and former Sen. John Grant. Celebrating
today are Dan Sweeney (recently elevated to the editorial board of the
Sun-Sentinel) and Tampa City Council member Guido Maniscalco.


Happy birthday
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 1, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – The State of Florida is responding to COVID-19. In an effort to keep Florida residents and visitors safe and aware regarding
the status of the virus, the Florida Department of Health will continue to issue this update every day through Phase 1 of Florida’s reopening plan.
Once the state moves into Phase 2, DOH will provide this update once per week. However, DOH will continue to update the COVID-19 dashboard
and post the state report daily.


Governor Ron DeSantis is in constant communication with Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz and State Surgeon
General Dr. Scott Rivkees as the State of Florida continues to monitor and respond to the threat of COVID-19.


Recent actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


The Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) received $3.3 million for Emergency Home Energy Assistance through the CARES Act for the Elderly
Program (EHEAP). DOEA anticipates a July 1, 2020 contract for utilization. EHEAP payments are for home heating or cooling and other
emergency-related costs.
Approximately 2,371 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 304,000 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FDOT is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86. To date, more
than 54,300 traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 57,900 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.


Additional actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH


The Florida Department of Health (DOH) announced that antibody COVID-19 test results data is now available. This report will be provided
once a week and contains county, race and lab information on antibody COVID-19 tests conducted in Florida. That report is available here. 
To date, DOH has reported more than 1,000 contact tracers who are assisting with COVID-19 efforts across the state.
DOH announced that the list of long-term care facilities in Florida associated with COVID-19 cases will now include active cases in each facility
in order to provide real-time data. The list of long-term care facilities with active COVID-19 cases is available here. 
DOH is providing a report detailing surveillance data for every Florida county. Previously, this information was only available for select
communities. The surveillance data report is available here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a Public Health Emergency for COVID-19 in Florida.
DOH established a public call center for questions regarding COVID-19. The call center launched Monday, March 2, and is open 24/7.
DOH established mechanisms for monitoring and coordination with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding
epidemiological activities.
DOH distributed CDC Interim Guidance for public health personnel evaluating Persons Under Investigation (PUI) and asymptomatic close
contacts of confirmed cases at their home or non-home residential settings to CHDs.
DOH approved and disseminated an updated Clinician Screening Tool for identifying COVID-19 PUIs.
DOH implemented testing at all three State Public Health Laboratories and distributed updated laboratory guidance regarding implementation
of testing at State Public Health Laboratories.
DOH has worked to implement additional private lab testing.
DOH has developed and disseminated pandemic planning guidance. 
Advised CHDs and HCCs to retain expired personal protective equipment until further notice.
DOH is continuing support for long-term care facilities with REST teams. DOH strike teams have completed assessments for 3,874 long term
care facilities to determine immediate unmet needs and promote appropriate infection control practices.
DOH strike teams are continuing to respond to long term care facilities with COVID-19 positive patients.
In an effort to increase testing, Governor DeSantis has directed Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees on an emergency temporary basis to allow
licensed pharmacists in Florida to order and administer COVID-19 tests.
DOH is working with Florida’s Board of Pharmacy and Florida’s Department of Business and Professional Regulation on mobile pharmacy
compliance guidance.


FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


The Division presented the 2020 Statewide Emergency Shelter Plan at the Florida Cabinet. The 2020 Statewide Emergency Shelter Plan was
approved and is available to view here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, the state has established 15 drive-thru and 16 walk-up testing sites across the state, with more coming
online. More than 230,000 people have been tested at these sites. Floridians can find a site near them here.
The state has deployed antibody testing for first responders to five drive-thru sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval
counties. The sites with antibody tests are:


 FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches
Hard Rock Stadium
Miami Beach Convention Center
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Orange County Convention Center
TIAA Bank Field Lot J


To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:
More than 27.5 million masks
More than 11 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 700 thousand gowns
91 thousand goggles
Nearly 52 thousand coveralls


For long-term care facilities alone, the Division has sent:
More than 10 million masks
1 million gloves
More than 500,000 face shields
160,000 gowns


The Florida Division of Emergency Management has launched a website to track the mobile lab that is testing long-term care facilities across
the state. The website is available here.
Find more information on DEM’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 1,400 onsite visits to facilities and nearly 14,500 telephone
calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
AHCA issued Emergency Order NO. 20-003 providing financial relief to nursing homes and Intermediate Care Facilities during the state’s
public health emergency. The emergency order extends the deadlines for March and April 2020 Quality Assessment payments until June 15,
2020 for Intermediate Care Facilities, and June 20, 2020 for nursing homes.
AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-2 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-3. These rules require nursing homes and assisted living facilities
to grant access to the Florida Department of Health or their authorized representative for the purpose infection prevention and control, including
mandated COVID-19 testing of both on-duty and off-duty staff when arranged by the Department.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-1 requiring hospitals to test all patients for COVID-19,
regardless of symptoms, prior to discharge to long-term care facilities.
AHCA sent out an email to nursing homes requiring the transfer of residents with verified or suspected cases if they cannot be appropriately
isolated and adhere to the CDC recommendations for COVID-19 response.
AHCA issued a provider alert announcing additional flexibilities within the Medicaid program made at the direction of Governor DeSantis.
Authorization requirements and services limits for medically necessary behavioral health care for are now waived.
AHCA created a new temporary Personal Care Attendant program to help long-term care facilities fill staffing shortages. The program provides
an 8-hour training on assisting with direct care so that personal care attendants can temporarily perform additional duties.
AHCA has been working with the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to ensure current Medicaid recipients maintain benefits during
the state of emergency. Medicaid application deadlines have also been extended.
Find more information on AHCA’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION


DPBR has distributed Additional Information for Barbershops and Cosmetology Salons Pursuant to Executive Order 20-120 and FAQs for
Executive Order 20-120 – Expanding Phase 1: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery to provide additional information and
guidelines for barbershops, cosmetology salons, and cosmetology specialty salons.
Find more information on DBPR’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES


Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which will automatically
issue benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school
meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
As part of her Hope for Healing Florida initiative, First Lady Casey DeSantis recently announced that the Department of Children and Families
(DCF) will be receiving a $1.9 million emergency grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, which will
provide crisis counseling and other mental health support for Floridians impacted by COVID-19.
Per DCF’s request, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Florida’s waiver to permit the state to launch a pilot project
that allows families to purchase groceries online with their Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card beginning April 21, 2020.
Under Governor DeSantis’ direction, DCF has temporarily increased Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients’ benefit
amount to the maximum monthly allotment based on household size through May 2020.
DCF worked with the Department of Health (DOH) to develop precautionary protocols for child welfare professionals and adult protective
investigators who may have to make in-person visits to ensure the safety of those vulnerable populations.
Find more information on DCF’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS


The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) has distributed cloth face coverings to all correctional officers and inmates at correctional
institutions statewide.
FDC is closely aligned with the CDC Interim Guidance on Management of COVID-19 in Correctional and Detention Facilities.
New inmate commitments from county jails undergo additional screening and 14-day quarantine before placement within the general
population.
FDC has suspended visitation and volunteer programs at all correctional institutions statewide.
Find more information on FDC’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY


Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through June 13, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
To comply with federal law, weeks beginning May 10, 2020, claimants for all Reemployment Assistance programs, including state
Reemployment Assistance, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, will be required to
return to the CONNECT system every two weeks to request their benefits or “claim their weeks.” In doing so, claimants will confirm that they
are still unemployed and acknowledge that they are able and available for work should it be offered. For more information, click here. If
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claimants, currently receiving Reemployment Assistance benefits, no longer wish to receive benefits, they do not need to claim their weeks, as
payments will stop processing if weeks stop being claimed.
DEO, in partnership with the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, launched a website to verify the identity of claimants
who have been locked out of their CONNECT account, the online system for processing Reemployment Assistance claims. Individuals who
were locked out of their CONNECT account have been notified and provided a direct link to verify their information so they can access their
account.
DEO is administering the Federal Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program. The program is offered by the federal CARES
Act and provides up to 13 weeks of benefits to a claimant who has exhausted Reemployment Assistance. For more information, please click
here.
The Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program that provides unemployment benefits to those that may not otherwise be
eligible under Florida’s state Reemployment Assistance program is available. Eligibility includes independent contractors, gig workers and
individuals who are self-employed. Working Floridians who have been impacted by COVID-19 and believe they may be eligible for Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance, can visit FloridaJobs.org and select "File a Claim" to apply and be considered for PUA. Individuals may also call 1-
833-FL-Apply (1-833-352-7759) for any questions they may have.
DEO continues to provide updates on the efforts made to address the challenges to Florida’s Reemployment Assistance program in response
to COVID-19. This includes a new State Reemployment Assistance Claims Dashboard that is updated daily to reflect the total number of
Reemployment Assistance Claims submitted, verified, processed and paid.
DEO announced more than 1,000 small businesses have been awarded more than $49 million from the Florida Small Emergency Bridge Loan
program. 
The Business Damage Assessment survey is activated and continues to accept surveys to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local
business operations and determine the appropriate actions for recovery. Click here to access the survey.
Find more information on DEO’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


On May 13, 2020, Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-EO-02 that:
Extends Professional and Temporary Educator Certificates expiring on June 30, 2020 to December 31, 2020.
Suspends the requirement for school districts to conduct annual evaluations for teachers and administrators for the 2019-20 school year;
Extends deadlines for English Language Learners to exit ESOL programs and suspends date of providing or extending services until
schools re-open;
Suspends requirement for districts to determine how to meet differentiated pay requirements for teachers on the performance pay
schedule;
Suspends testing requirement to student eligibility into college-credit dual enrollment courses;
Extends deadlines related to Individual Educational Plans;  
Extends deadlines for provisional and annual licenses issued by the Commission for Independent Education; and
Allows remote assessment for determining eligibility and priority for Vocational Rehabilitation services.


The Department of Education’s (DOE) Office of Early Learning, in coordination with local early learning coalitions, has prioritized and increased
access to childcare services for first responders and health care professionals by creating an expedited referral process to swiftly provide
priority access.
Florida College System institutions and private institutions across the state have donated more than 130 ventilators typically used in medical
training programs to local hospitals, community medical centers and other facilities.
Since April 1, 2020, when DOE announced the waiver of certification exam fees, more than 31,000 educators have signed up to take the
Florida Teacher Certification Examination using the waiver. This translates into over 62,000 actual exam registrations for a savings value of
more than $8 million for Florida educators.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran announced that 32,614 laptop computers are being distributed to 34
mostly small, rural school districts throughout Florida and the Florida A&M University Developmental Research School.
DOE has delayed the deadline for teacher certification requirements and offered a fee waiver for testing. More than 22,000 teachers have
taken advantage of the fee waiver so far.
The Florida Virtual School has created the Online Learning Community with engaging and informative content for teachers and parents of K-12
students.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Commissioner of Education Richard Corcoran recommended that all Florida public and private K-12 schools
continue distance learning and keep school campuses closed through June 3, the remainder of the 2019-2020 academic year. DOE has
compiled dozens of free distance learning resources on its emergency response page. 
Find more information on DOE’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ELDER AFFAIRS


The Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) received $3.3 million for Emergency Home Energy Assistance through the CARES Act for the Elderly
Program (EHEAP). DOEA anticipates a July 1, 2020 contract for utilization. EHEAP payments are for home heating or cooling and other
emergency-related costs.
DOEA provided technical assistance to AAAs regarding shopping assistance, meals, service delivery, telephone reassurance, and the
Restaurant Meal Initiative.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) issued Emergency Order 20-01
pertaining to in-person guardian visitation requirements where COVID-19 response and mitigation measures prevent such visits.
DOEA issued Guidance in furtherance of Order 20-01 for Public and Professional Guardians to remain in compliance with Florida Statute
744.361(14).
DOEA has created a dedicated webpage to provide resources on COVID-19 including: tips for caregivers, information on closures of senior
centers and adult day care centers, and alternative services for congregate meal sites.
Find more information on DOEA’s COVID-19 response here.


ENTERPRISE FLORIDA


Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a virtual trade grant program to help Florida companies do business overseas as international
travel is restricted. Businesses interested in learning more about the new Virtual Business Matchmaking service should contact one of EFI’s
Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI conducted regional calls with stakeholders across the state this week to identify ideas for long-range economic recovery.
EFI suspended initial fees for its Microfinance Loan Guarantee Program to support Florida’s small business community impacted by COVID-19.
Interested businesses must apply through a local lender. For further information please contact your lender or visit Enterprise Florida’s website.
See resources compiled by EFI for businesses impacted by COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION


As part of its phased reopening, Florida State Parks is offering limited camping availability for guests. For the protection of both staff and
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visitors, camping will not be available at all parks and cabins will remain closed. Additional safety measures such as reduced visitor density
may also be in place.
To date, 90 percent of Florida State Parks have been partially opened. To continue social distancing and mitigate the spread of COVID-19,
each open park has unique procedures in place. See the latest park and trail information here.
Areas of Florida State Parks managed by the Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection (ORCP) have been partially reopened, including
remote access trails, beaches, and boat ramps at the Research Reserves. Islands, beaches, and submerged lands within the Aquatic
Preserves are being re-opened in accordance with local ordinances. See current information on ORCP-managed lands here.
Find more information on DEP’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL REGULATION


The Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) issued Emergency Order 2020-03 temporarily expanding the motor vehicle retail installment initial
payment rule.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-02 extending certain filing deadlines for Florida’s financial services providers.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-01 extending certain renewal deadlines for money services businesses. 
OFR provided guidance for consumer finance businesses and professionals.
OFR provided guidance and an operational update for Florida’s securities businesses and professionals.
OFR provided informational guidance and an update to Florida’s financial institutions.
OFR created helpful resource lists for businesses and individuals to contact their financial services providers:


Florida Financial Institution Resource List
Top 40 Mortgage Servicers Resource List
Additional Financial Information and Resources List


Find more information on OFR’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES


The Florida Highway Patrol is assisting with the implementation and enforcement of Executive Order 20-86 at the direction of Governor
DeSantis.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, FLHSMV Executive Director Rhodes has waived commercial truck hours of
service regulations and other related regulations so that emergency supplies, equipment, commodities and resources can be moved more
quickly and efficiently throughout the state.
Find more information on FLHSMV’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF INSURANCE REGULATION


As part of its ongoing effort to keep policyholders informed, OIR published a list of resources to connect Florida policyholders with assistance
being offered by insurers in response to COVID-19.
The Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-06M providing guidance on the use of technology to help
combat the spread of COVID-19, including encouraging insurers to broaden access to care for telehealth services, and requesting Pharmacy
Benefit Managers to transition to an electronic audit process in order to avoid unnecessary risk and maintain social distancing.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-05M reminding insurers of applicable statutes regarding workers’ compensation insurance.
Workers’ compensation insurers are expected to comply with all of the provisions of Florida’s Workers’ Compensation Law.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-03M directing all insurers and other entities regulated by OIR to review and update their
business continuity and/or continuity of operations plans. Companies are directed to immediately contact OIR if their continuity plans are
activated and/or if business operations become compromised so it can work with insurers to avoid any disruption in consumer services.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-04M providing general guidance on the treatment of policyholders as part of the state’s
ongoing efforts to protect Floridians.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-02M as a reminder to all health insurers, health maintenance organizations, and other health
entities to allow for early prescription refills.
Find more information on OIR’s COVID-19 response here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE


The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) has instituted additional screening measures for essential personnel and vendors within juvenile
facilities.
Find more information on DJJ’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) is disseminating information on the hiring of former first responders to assist Florida
Division of Emergency Management field operations.
FDLE continues to work with DBPR on the process for enforcing the 50% seating capacity limit for the re-opening of restaurants, as well as
establishing DBPR points of contacts for fielding complaints about violations.
FDLE is working with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association on traffic assistance at testing/collection sites
statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association to monitor law enforcement staffing
impacts and staffing needs due to COVID-19.
FDLE and FHP continue to facilitate the escort of testing collection kits statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Sheriffs Association and Florida Police Chiefs Association to provide support to FHP at I-10 and I-95
checkpoints.
FDLE continues to work with ESF-16 partners on airport screening missions.
Find more information on FDLE’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA LOTTERY


Effective March 23, Florida Lottery Headquarters and district offices are closed to the public until further notice.  
Find more information on the Florida Lottery’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES


The Department of Management Services (DMS) launched a dedicated telework page with resources and tutorials for employees and
employers operating in a remote work environment.
At the Governor’s direction, DMS Secretary Jonathan Satter issued an emergency order to ensure federal benefits granted through The
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Families First Coronavirus Response Act are available to employees.
As directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to expand covered
telehealth benefits at no additional employee cost.
Also directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to cover immunizations at
participating in-network retail pharmacies at no cost to the member during this public health emergency.
Find more information on DMS’ COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS


Approximately 2,371 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 304,000 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FLNG continues to support the state's COVID-19 response through augmentation to airport screening measures, statewide logistics support,
coordination, planning and operational mission sets.
Find more information on DMA’s response to COVID-19 here.


AGENCY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES


The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) sent out a Guidance Booklet to Providers and Waiver Support Coordinators recently to outline
waiver changes and flexibilities as a result of COVID-19. It also included information on infection control measures and recommended actions
when faced with various scenarios.
APD is distributing washable face masks donated by The Family Care Council to providers and customers living in APD group homes.
APD issued Emergency Order 20-03, which temporarily suspends face to face visits to administer the Questionnaire for Situational Information
to determine the level of need of APD customers.
Find more information on APD’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE


The Department of Revenue (DOR) has issued an emergency order extending certain corporate income tax (CIT) due dates. For corporations
with a fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2019, the due date for Florida CIT payments is extended to June 1, 2020. For corporations with fiscal years
ending Dec. 31, 2019, Jan. 31, 2020, or Feb. 29, 2020, the due date for Florida CIT returns is extended to August 3, 2020. The due dates for
Florida CIT payments for corporations with fiscal years ending Jan. 31 or Feb. 29, 2020, remain June 1, 2020 and July 1, 2020, respectively.
DOR has created a dedicated webpage for child support customers who have questions about the child support offset for Economic Impact
Payments under the CARES Act. Under federal law, these payments are subject to federal offset for persons who owe past-due support.
DOR has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for tax-related questions and information.
The department also has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for child support customers and alternative options for handling many child support
case activities without visiting an office.
Find more information on DOR’s response to COVID-19 here.


CAREERSOURCE FLORIDA


A majority of CareerSource Florida’s 24 local workforce development boards are now open by appointment to assist job seekers and
businesses with employment needs, especially those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic.


Remaining boards will open as soon as possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety protocol
training to protect customers and employees.


The CareerSource Florida network has continued to provide employment and business services virtually, via telephone, by email and by
appointment in some locations throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since March 1, CareerSource Florida has assisted the following individuals:


More than 316,000 job seekers served
More than 14,100 job seekers placed in employment
More than 1,300 job seekers enrolled in training
More than 19,125 businesses served
More than 51,000 new jobs posted


The state workforce board and all 24 local workforce development boards are assisting with CONNECT PIN resets and processing
applications.
Florida’s local workforce development boards are working with community partners, libraries, local legislators and other organizations for
additional Reemployment Assistance application distribution.
CareerSource Florida has launched an integrated public and business outreach campaign, Help is Here, a comprehensive resource for
employment and business services.
For a list of Florida’s local workforce development boards and their contact information, please click here.


STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF FLORIDA


The State University System Task Force has been working to issue guidance for reopening university campuses in the fall. Board of Governors’
chair Syd Kitson directed State University System Chancellor, Marshall Criser III, to develop guidelines presented to the Board of Governors at
a public meeting on May 28, 2020. Universities will then present their individual plans based on these guidelines to the Board of Governors at a
board meeting on June 23, 2020.
Find more information on SUS’ response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-97, delaying elections in Pasco County at the request of Pasco County Supervisor of
Elections Brian Corley.
On April 6, Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee announced the issuance of an emergency order and emergency rules to extend annual report filing
deadlines for business entities, as well as outline changes to the candidate petition and candidate qualifying processes.
Find more information on the Florida Department of State’s Response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


Governor DeSantis and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Secretary Thibault announced the opening of five new Interstate 4 (I-
4)/State Road (S.R.) 408 flyover ramps. This work was completed more than three months ahead of schedule and increases safety and
mobility in the heart of Florida.
Due to continued lower traffic volumes as a result of COVID-19, FDOT expedited more than 40 additional critical transportation projects by at
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least 650 total contract days, while also providing essential jobs to Floridians. Find more information about FDOT’s accelerated projects here.
FDOT Secretary Thibault and staff joined the Florida Trucking Association and the Florida Highway Patrol to hand out 500 meals to Florida’s
truck drivers.
FDOT is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86. To date, more
than 54,300 traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 57,900 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
FDOT continues to coordinate with seaports across the state to monitor port activity.
Find more information on FDOT’s response to COVID-19 here.  


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA) has restricted visitor access to its state veterans’ homes until further notice, with the
exception of essential visitors. In addition, admissions in our network of state veterans’ homes are temporarily suspended.
Veterans who are concerned they may have symptoms of COVID-19, flu or cold should call the VISN 8 Clinical Contact Center toll free at (877)
741-3400 before coming to a VA facility. Clinicians are available to provide 24/7 virtual care and support, including nurse advice and triage.
To contact a teleworking FDVA Veterans’ Claims Examiner, call (727) 319-7440 or email VSO@fdva.state.fl.us.
Find more information on FDVA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION


The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) continues to be in close communication with the Governor’s Office, the Florida
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the most recent COVID-19 status and guidance.
Find more information on FWC’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION


The Florida Housing Finance Corporation (Florida Housing) issued an Emergency Rule to property owners and managers to suspend rent
increases during this public health emergency on properties funded by Florida Housing. Those who choose to implement rent increases that
impact residents during this global pandemic could result in consequences for future funding opportunities with Florida Housing.
As Florida Housing continues to be committed to the health and well-being of all Floridians, we have compiled a list of resources with relevant
information for homeowners, residents, developers, apartment owners, management companies, participating lenders, Realtors and SHIP
administrators regarding COVID-19.
Find more information on Florida Housing’s response to COVID-19 here.


VISIT FLORIDA


VISIT FLORIDA’s four welcome centers are closed until further notice. VISIT FLORIDA welcome center staff members have been trained to
provide customer service support for the Department of Economic Opportunity and are assisting with the influx of inquiries and calls from
impacted businesses and workers throughout the state.
Find more information on VISIT FLORIDA’s response to COVID-19 here.


VOLUNTEER FLORIDA


Volunteer Florida announced the availability of $300,000 in AmeriCorps Planning Grants to support organizations interested in implementing an
AmeriCorps program that addresses a critical community need caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Organizations interested in applying for
this planning grant should respond to the notice of funding by Thursday, June 18 at 5 pm (ET).
As the lead agency for volunteerism and service, Volunteer Florida is working to support voluntary organizations across the state and nation by
sharing resources, surveying needs and requesting that continuity of operations plans be created to avoid any service delivery disruption.
Find more information on Volunteer Florida’s response to COVID-19 here. 
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Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 2:15:42 PM


  


It is fair to question the candor of President Donald Trump as he talks
about issues and policy. On the other hand, he regularly strives to keep
campaign promises on policy, using tactics many of his opponents
describe as “authoritarian.”


The President has scuttled the Iran nuclear deal, replaced trade deals,
appointed originalist judges and used controversial funding means to
build or enhance hundreds of miles of the border wall. Never mind
billing Mexico.


TRUMP FREES STONE
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Donald Trump commuted Roger Stone's sentence for crimes related to the
Russian investigation. It wasn't well received. Image via AP.


Late on a Friday night, Trump followed through on an implicit pledge
that confidant Roger Stone was not going to prison. Stone was
arrested during the Robert Mueller investigation, charged and
convicted of witness tampering, obstructing an official proceeding, and
making false statements to Congress.


Trump commuted Stone’s 40-month sentence after an appeals court
denied his request for a stay sought due to his age and a medical
condition that made him a higher risk for incarceration during COVID-
19. Following a denial of the stay, Trump acted.


“Roger Stone was sentenced to prison for an illegal cover-up of the pro-
Trump Russian attack on our 2016 election,” tweeted Orlando
Democrat Val Demings, who sits on the Judiciary Committee. “For the
President to now commute his prison sentence is pure authoritarian
corruption.”


Critics were mostly Democrats, but a few Republicans weighed in,
including the only one to vote to convict the President after the
impeachment trial earlier this year.


“Unprecedented, historic corruption: an American president commutes
the sentence of a person convicted by a jury of lying to shield that very
president,” tweeted Utah Sen. Mitt Romney.


Romney was far from alone in using the term “unprecedented,”
prompting George Washington University Law Professor Jonathan
Turley to weigh in with an op-ed highlighting controversial
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commutations and pardons from previous presidents of both parties.


Attorney General William Barr described Stone’s prosecution as
“righteous,” but his Justice Department intervened to reduce the
requested sentencing recommendation from between seven to nine
years down to three to four years. Pennsylvania Republican Sen. Pat
Toomey spoke of the “badly-flawed Russian collusions investigation”
but said Trump’s commutation “is a mistake.”


“Let’s call it for what it is @realDonaldTrump is a Dictator in the
making & DC Republicans are loyalists allowing it to happen
#RogerStone,” tweeted Democratic Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell,
who also sits on the Judiciary Committee.


“Is Trump a ‘law and order’ President?” asked Democratic Rep. Darren
Soto on Twitter. “He’s anything but that.”


Mostly forgotten was the incredible scene of Stone’s arrest in Ft.
Lauderdale on January 25, 2019 as numerous fully-armed personnel
swarmed Stone’s house in a predawn raid similar to taking a hardened
criminal into custody. CNN was somehow on the scene as events
unfolded.


Mueller took to the pages of The Washington Post to pen an op-ed
defending his team’s investigation, pointing out that Stone lied to
investigators and Congress. The former special counsel said Stone will
not go to prison, “But his conviction stands.”


Yes it does, for now.
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Last week, Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman, the former National Security
Council official who was a central witness in the Trump impeachment
inquiry, retired after 21 years of service. According to his attorney,
Vindman made the decision after months of “bullying, intimidation and
retaliation.”


Concern over a lack of protection for a whistleblower circulated
around Capitol Hill, prompting a statement of assurance each instance
of a whistleblower coming forward has been and will continue to be,
taken seriously. Republican Sen. Marco Rubio and Democratic Sen.
Mark Warner, the interim chair and the ranking member respectively, of
the Senate Intelligence Committee, issued a joint statement pledging to
protect whistleblowers.


Marco Rubio and Mark Warner are seeking more protection for government
whistleblowers.


“Consistent with its mandate to oversee the activities and programs of
the Intelligence Community, the Committee takes seriously all
complaints it receives pursuant to the Intelligence Community
Whistleblower Protection Act (ICWPA),” they said. “The ICWPA is an
essential channel for ensuring evidence of wrongdoing rising to the
level of an urgent concern is brought to the Committee’s attention in a
manner that is lawful and protective of classified information.”


The Trump investigation began when an individual without direct
knowledge of the President’s phone call with Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy reported the conversation to House Intelligence


PROTECTING WHISTLEBLOWERS
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Committee staff and the Intelligence Community inspector general.
Vindman, on the other hand, was listening to the call as it occurred,
qualifying him as a whistleblower under the law.


“Without commenting on the specifics of any single instance, the
American public can be assured that this Committee’s approach to
ICWPA complaints is, and will remain, one defined by vigorous
oversight, adherence to the law, and recognition of Congress’
constitutional obligations,” the Senators added.


  


Calls for greater coronavirus testing echo around Capitol Hill as well as
the states. Most are aware of the fact that a robust national testing
system is the key to a safer reopening of the economy.


One idea to make testing more affordable is to include them as part of
employer-based health plans. To that end, Sen. Rick Scott and
Arizona Republican Sen. Martha McSally recently introduced the
Affordable Coronavirus Testing Act.


Martha McSally and Rick Scott are teaming up to boost COVID-19 testing for the
good of the country.


“Widespread coronavirus testing is one of the best ways we can fight
this virus and get our economy reopened,” Scott said in a news release.
“Reports that some health insurers are limiting or denying coronavirus
testing coverage are unacceptable and dangerous, and my Affordable
Coronavirus Testing Act will make sure every American has access to
affordable coronavirus detection and antibody tests when they need
them.”


GREATER TESTING PROPOSED
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The bill is designed to ensure all Americans have access to affordable
COVID-19 tests, that antibody tests are covered by insurance, and that
testing information is efficiently shared among health care providers
and public health officials.


It also requires the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to
reserve funds to cover testing for uninsured patients and funds a
modernization of the health data system within the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.


Scott said the ultimate goal is to make sure every American has
access to a test when they need one, adding “By keeping Americans
informed we can beat this virus and get our economy reopened.”


  


Rubio is no big fan of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), and the
feeling is mutual. The interim chair of the Intelligence Committee and a
senior member of the Foreign Relations Committee is often calling out
the threat China poses to its neighbors, Hong Kong, the U.S. and the
Uighur minority in Xinjiang Province.


Ted Cruz is among the U.S. Senators sanctioned by China.


Rubio has sought sanctions and sponsored legislation on behalf of
the Uighurs. Last week, the U.S. sanctioned a handful of Chinese
officials and their families, which prevents their entry into the U.S., over
the human rights violations in Xinjiang.


This week, the Chinese government fired back with sanctions against
Rubio, Sen. Ted Cruz and others for what the Chinese describe as
interference in their internal affairs. They deny that camps housing
hundreds of thousands of Uighurs are “re-education” camps.


CHINA SANCTIONED RUBIO
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“The Communist Party of #China has banned me from entering the
country,” Rubio said via Twitter. “I guess they don’t like me?”


He’s right about that. Rubio, Cruz and others sanctioned are not
permitted to enter China.


Among those on the list of persona non grata are Republican Rep.
Chris Smith of New Jersey, U.S. Ambassador for religious freedom
Sam Brownback, and members of the Congressional-Executive
Commission on China, which Rubio co-chairs. Among those serving
on the bipartisan commission, which focuses on human rights, is GOP
Rep. Brian Mast of Palm City.


  


For months, Trump has been reluctant to wear a protective mask in
public. He has pointed to the social distancing in which he engages as
a response to calls to wear one. Those criticizing his reluctance point to
his missing an opportunity to set an example for supporters and others
to follow.


On July 10, the President was in South Florida visiting Southern
Command (and raise campaign cash) to highlight enhanced drug
interdiction efforts on the Southern border. While those efforts have
borne fruit, the story quickly became the President visiting the nation’s
biggest hotspot without a mask.


In a turnaround from his previous stance, Donald Trump wears a facemask in
public during a trip to Walter Reed National Military Medical Center. Image via AP.


“Shocking, but not unsurprising, that Pres. Trump is in S.FL. — w/o
wearing a mask — for a high-dollar fundraiser w/o addressing the crisis
we're facing in FL,” tweeted Democratic Rep. Ted Deutch of Boca


MASKING A PROBLEM
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Raton. “We can't look to the WH for leadership. The responsibility is on
us to do our part to stop the spread & keep others safe.”


Traveling on Air Force One to Miami with the President was Hialeah
Republican Mario Diaz-Balart, the first member of Congress to
contract and recover from COVID-19. He was asked about emerging
from the plane, like Trump, without a mask.


“This whole (traveling) group was tested, and so remember, the reason
for wearing masks is not to spread COVID; that’s the reason for it; it is
not a religious thing,” he responded. “All of us were tested and
therefore, we’re not spreading COVID. And by the way, I speak as one
who suffered through it and take it very, very seriously.”


He concluded his response by chiding those questioning the lack of a
mask in that situation as “a lack of common sense.”


Perhaps the event was a turning point for the President. The following
day, Trump visited Walter Reed hospital and was shown wearing a
mask in public for the first time.


This followed reports that aides had repeatedly urged him to wear
one, especially after being seen in Florida, where the increase in
infections is drawing significant concern. Is it a new approach, or just
doing what is necessary in a hospital?


  


In April, POLITICO reported that Rep. Matt Gaetz had leased office
space from a longtime ally, committing $200,000 in taxpayer funds for
the district office. The revelation subsequently led to an investigation
from the Office of Congressional Ethics (OCE), the independent ethics
watchdog.


PANEL CLEARS GAETZ
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Matt Gaetz is cleared of any ethical wrongdoing. Image via AP.


With a member doing public business with a friend and a donor, OCE
was looking into whether taxpayer funds were used improperly in the
transaction, especially if Gaetz was paying more than a fair amount.
The Fort Walton Beach Republican strongly responded that everything
was aboveboard and was recently informed by OCE staff director Omar
Ashmawy that the review was now terminated.


“Every member of Congress has relationships with their donors,” Gaetz
said in April. “The question is whether or not those relationships are
improper or illegal.” He also noted that he was “never ever realizing
personal financial gain as a consequence of elected office” and said the
rent was “at or below” market value.


Members must seek leases for district offices "at fair market value" and
"as the result of a bona fide, arms-length, marketplace transaction,”
House rules specify. "The Lessor and Lessee certify that the parties
are not relatives nor have had, or continue to have, a professional or
legal relationship (except as a landlord and tenant)," the rules add.


“Update your stories,” Gaetz tweeted on July 9. “This was a BS smear
by Politico, now debunked.”


POLITICO published a brief story on the review’s termination that
same day.


  


In 2018 Rep. Ted Yoho, who was then Chairman of the U.S. House
Asia and Pacific Subcommittee, introduced the Better Utilization of


GREATER INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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Investment Leading to Development (BUILD) Act that was
subsequently signed into law. Yoho recently introduced legislation
expanding on the law’s utilization.


The BUILD Act created the U.S. International Development Finance
Corporation, which is the single entity inserted into a host of federal
programs. The new bill, co-sponsored by Washington Democrat Adam
Smith, seeks to ensure the DFC can utilize equity investments as
intended by Congress.


Washington Democrat Adam Smith is joining Ted Yoho to help boost American
competitiveness.


“The BUILD Act of 2018 and the establishment of the U.S. International
Development Finance Corporation (DFC) was a much-needed leap
forward for the U.S. to regain its competitiveness for financing
international development projects,” Yoho said in a news release. “It is
imperative for this new and much-needed development finance tool to
be funded as intended by Congress.”


“I look forward to seeing Congress pass this essential fix to ensure that
the DFC is able to operate effectively and carry out its mission in
developing nations worldwide,” he added.


The bill was sent to the House Foreign Affairs Committee and a
companion bill in the Senate has not yet emerged.


  


The fallout from the claims Russians paid bounties to Taliban-linked
militants to kill American soldiers in Afghanistan continues to
reverberate around the country. Democratic Reps. Stephanie Murphy
and Joe Cunningham from South Carolina have introduced legislation
that would notify members of Congress if a member of a foreign
government is deliberately seeking to severely injure or kill U.S. service
members.


INTEL SHARING DEMANDED



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkjdhty-edrdjlhjd-ty/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkjdhty-edrdjlhjd-tj/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkjdhty-edrdjlhjd-tt/





The Deadly Escalation by Foreign Entities Notification and Disclosure
(DEFEND) Act would require the Director of National Intelligence (DNI)
to quickly provide a classified briefing to key members of Congress,
including the intelligence and armed services committees of both
houses of Congress. The DNI would provide this briefing within 14 days
if there is a moderate or high degree of confidence in the accuracy of
the intelligence.


Joe Cunningham from South Carolina and Stephanie Murphy wants Congress to
be informed if there is a threat to any American service members.


“When our brave service members are targeted or threatened, it is our
duty to protect them and hold the perpetrators accountable,” said
Murphy, the bill’s sponsor and a former national security specialist at
the Department of Defense under President George W. Bush.


“If the U.S. intelligence community has credible reasons to believe a
foreign government is conducting or sponsoring lethal attacks against
our service members, Congress should immediately be notified so we
can take all appropriate steps — on a bipartisan basis — to protect our
troops.”


Not only was Congress not briefed on the recent revelation, but national
security officials also did not brief the President on the matter.


To trigger the briefings, how foreign entities are looking to harm U.S.
soldiers can be either direct or indirect. Once the initial briefing is
provided, the DNI would be required to provide updated congressional
briefings every quarter until the DNI determines that the foreign
government is no longer targeting service members.


“The safety and security of American service members is my top priority
in Congress and should never be politicized,” Cunningham, the bill’s co-
sponsor, said. “If American soldiers are being targeted abroad, we must
work together in a nonpartisan manner to hold those responsible to
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account. This legislation will give Congress the information necessary
to protect American lives.”


  


Earlier this week, more than 100 Pinellas County students, families, and
teachers had the unique learning experience of hearing about the
space program from those closely involved. Rep. Charlie Crist hosted
a virtual town hall featuring astronaut Mike Fincke and NASA
Administrator Jim Bridenstine.


Students had the opportunity to learn about current developments on
the Artemis program and Artemis Generation at NASA, which is set to
return astronauts to the moon in 2024 as part of a larger mission to
send the first humans to Mars.


Charlie Crist recently held a town hall to talk NASA and space explorations. Image
via Twiter.


“The mystery of what lies beyond our world has captured the American
imagination for decades, and the members of the 'Artemis Generation'
— the term coined by NASA for the middle and high school students of
today — have the unique opportunity to reach farther into the unknown
than any generation before," the St. Petersburg Democrat said in a
news release.


Students had the opportunity to pose questions to Bridenstine and
Fincke on what it's like to live in space, the search for life on Mars, and


SPACE TOWN HALL
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what challenges and opportunities NASA foresees for the future of
space exploration.


“The students we spoke with today are some of Florida’s best and
brightest, and part of the Artemis Generation of explorers and
innovators who will take us to deep space,” Bridenstine said.
“Encouraging STEM education is integral to NASA’s mission, and
developing future science and technology leaders will provide NASA
the talent we need 20 years from now.”


  


The extra $600 in unemployment compensation approved by Congress
in the spring is set to expire at the end of July. Despite the reopening
of the economy slowing in some states, including Florida, renewing the
payments that come in addition to state unemployment is far from
certain.


Scott is among those who have long argued that providing extra funding
as structured made it more financially beneficial for workers not to
work and collect payments. Rep. Greg Steube is among those
agreeing with Scott and arguing against an extension.


Steube joined with 36 colleagues in signing a letter to Trump, urging
him to oppose an extension. The letter, led by Texas Republican Chip
Roy, said no program should pay Americans more to stay at home than
to work.


Greg Steube is arguing against an unemployment extension.


“Small businesses are facing unprecedented challenges caused by


REDUCE UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS
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COVID-19 and the resulting lockdowns enacted by state and local
governments,” they wrote. “There could not be a worse time for the
federal government to create disincentives for returning to work.”


Denying the benefits would be a tough sell to many in Florida as tens of
thousands remain in the queue to receive both their state and federal
benefits. Despite this, nearly $8 billion in federal payments have passed
through the system.


“The purpose of unemployment benefits is to temporarily support
Americans during difficult times, not to provide a more lucrative
alternative to going back to work,” Steube said in May upon the launch
of legislation designed to limit payments to the amount of wages.


“With unemployment numbers skyrocketing, we should be creating
incentives for businesses to open and bring employees back on payroll
so people can support themselves instead of relying on the
government.”


Less than three weeks remain before Congress recesses for the month
of August.


  


Marches and protests for racial equality continue to seek greater action
toward equality, prompting some members of Congress to prod
European allies to do likewise. Delray Beach Democrat Alcee
Hastings, Chairman of the Congressional Helsinki Commission, led a
letter signed by 35 colleagues to President Ursula von der Leyen of
the European Commission urging a plan of action by the European
Parliament.


The Parliament issued a resolution on Juneteenth day supporting the
American protests against racism and police brutality. The letter also
urges an immediate inquiry into an altercation involving a Black
member of the European Parliament and a Belgian police officer.


EQUALITY IN EUROPE
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Alcee Hastings is urging Europeans to join the fight for racial equality.


“As in the United States, the 15 million persons who make up
populations of Black Europeans and People of African Descent in
Europe, have been victims of police brutality and harassment, including
unexplained deaths of individuals in police custody,” the members
wrote.


“Moreover, the European Union’s own Fundamental Rights Agency in
2018 found almost a third of People of African Descent had
experienced racial harassment in the five years before with the report
claiming that racial discrimination is “commonplace” in the 12 European
countries sampled.”


They also thanked Parliament for two resolutions, including “Anti-racism
protests following the death of George Floyd” and “The Fundamental
Rights of People of African Descent” in 2019.


“Since convening the 2009 Black European Summit at the European
Parliament, it is heartening to see the growing solidarity of this
resolution and the opportunity it presents for joint U.S.-EU commitments
to end systemic racism,” Hastings said.


Among those signing the letter were Democratic Reps. Deutch and
Frederica Wilson of Miami Gardens.


The Helsinki Commission is a bipartisan, bicameral policy arm of the
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe. Joining Hastings
in the leadership is co-chairman Sen. Roger Wicker of Mississippi.


  FOREIGN OPERATIONS FUNDING
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The House Appropriations Committee has forwarded the funding bill
covering the Department of State, foreign operations and related
agencies. The bill calls for spending $68.87 billion during the fiscal year
2020-2021, an increase of $8.5 billion over the current year, and a
whopping $21.2 billion over the President’s request.


Rep. Lois Frankel, a member of the subcommittee overseeing these
policy areas, expressed strong support for the budget priorities
forwarded, especially their potential effect on global women’s health
and gender equality.


“When girls and women are better educated, healthier, and safer, their
communities are safer and more prosperous,” the West Palm Beach
Democrat said in a news release. “This bill will support gender equality,
protect a woman’s full access to reproductive health care, invest in girls’
education, and combat gender-based violence.”


Lois Frankel is supporting a significant boost in money toward gender equality in
education.


More than $6 billion is targeted to fight HIV/AIDS around the world and
another $1.6 billion for maternal and child health, as well as
reproductive health. Millions are committed to fighting human trafficking,
gender-based violence, and $975 million for basic education with a
focus on educating girls, who are forbidden to go to school in some
countries.


More than $3 billion is committed toward security assistance to Israel
and funds efforts to fight anti-Israel bias at the United Nations.


“Making sure Israel has the ability to defend itself is critical to our own
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national security,” Frankel added. “We must also continue to build on
our shared values. This bill will expand the reach of our important
partnership in international development and, at the same time, improve
lives around the world.”


  


July 14, 1976 — Former Georgia Gov. Jimmy Carter officially became
the Democratic nominee for President at the Democratic National
Convention in New York City. A packed Madison Square Garden
erupted into thunderous cheers when the Ohio delegation put him over
the top.


Watching the proceedings on television from his suite in the Americana
Hotel, Carter hugged his eight-year-old daughter Amy Carter when he
secured enough delegates to claim the nomination. Carter is said to be
deciding on a running mate between Democratic Sens. Ed Muskie of
Maine and Walter Mondale of Minnesota.


July 14, 2008 — Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke has
announced new mortgage lending rules that crack down on a
developing credit crisis. The rules, which go into effect next year,
requires borrowers to assure lenders they can pay their loans for at
least seven years, not just the low “teaser” rates that started the credit
crisis.


A growing concern is centering around Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac,
whose shares fell 5.1% and 8.3%, respectively, in the previous day’s
trading. The concern is becoming real as lawmakers seek to prevent
the demise of both due to the significant impact it would have on the
home loan market and the economy overall.


ON THIS DAY


  


Greetings to Rep. Ross Spano (July 16).


HAPPY BIRTHDAY
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 5, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – The State of Florida is responding to COVID-19. As of Friday, June 5 the state has moved into Phase 2 of Florida’s
reopening plan. The Florida Department of Health will now issue this update once per week. However, DOH will continue to update the COVID-19
dashboard and post the state report daily.


Governor Ron DeSantis is in constant communication with Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz and State Surgeon
General Dr. Scott Rivkees as the State of Florida continues to monitor and respond to the threat of COVID-19.


Today, Executive Order 20-139 went into effect, bringing 64 Florida counties, excluding Broward, Miami-Dade and Palm Beach counties, into Phase
2 of the Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery. With appropriate social distancing and sanitization protocols, the order provides the
following:


Restaurants may allow bar-top seating with appropriate social distancing,
Bars and pubs may operate at 50 percent capacity inside and full capacity outside with appropriate social distancing. Patrons may only receive
service if seated,
Retail establishments may operate at full capacity with responsible social distancing and sanitization protocols,
Gyms may operate at full capacity with appropriate social distancing and frequent sanitization,
Entertainment businesses, including but not limited to movie theaters, concert houses, auditoriums, playhouses, bowling alleys and arcades,
may operate at 50 percent capacity with appropriate social distancing and sanitization protocols,
Pari-mutuel facilities may submit a request to open to the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation. The request must
include an endorsement from their county mayor or county administrator if there is no mayor,
Personal services businesses, including but not limited to tattoo parlors, acupuncture establishments, tanning salons and massage
establishments may operate while adhering to guidance from the Florida Department of Health.


For the Governor’s presentation, click HERE.


Recent actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


Today, the Florida Division of Emergency Management announced that 500,000 gowns are being sent to long-term care facilities across
Florida. This new push of PPE is being sent directly to every long-term care facility in the state based on the number of licensed beds in each
facility.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


Nearly 28 million masks
More than 11 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 1.4 million gowns
More than 91 thousand goggles
More than 53.5 thousand coveralls


For long-term care facilities alone, the Division has sent:
More than 10 million masks
1 million gloves
More than 500,000 face shields
More than 900,000 gowns


FDLE is working with DBPR on the process for enforcing the 50% seating capacity limit for the re-opening of bars and entertainment
businesses, as well as establishing DBPR points of contacts for fielding complaints about violations.
FDLE continues to provide support to FHP at the I-95 checkpoint.
Approximately 2,380 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 321,300 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
In accordance with Phase 2 of Governor Ron DeSantis’ Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery, the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) deactivated the checkpoint for screening travelers seeking to enter Florida on I-10 at the Florida/Alabama state line.
Upon deactivation, nearly 28,000 traveler forms had been collected at the I-10 checkpoint.
FDOT continues to lead the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86 at the I-95 checkpoint. To
date, more than 31,300 traveler forms have been collected at the I-95 checkpoint.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 66,200 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.


Additional actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH


The Florida Department of Health (DOH) announced that antibody COVID-19 test results data is now available. This report will be provided
once a week and contains county, race and lab information on antibody COVID-19 tests conducted in Florida. That report is available here. 
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To date, DOH has reported more than 1,000 contact tracers who are assisting with COVID-19 efforts across the state.
DOH announced that the list of long-term care facilities in Florida associated with COVID-19 cases will now include active cases in each facility
in order to provide real-time data. The list of long-term care facilities with active COVID-19 cases is available here. 
DOH is providing a report detailing surveillance data for every Florida county. Previously, this information was only available for select
communities. The surveillance data report is available here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a Public Health Emergency for COVID-19 in Florida.
DOH established a public call center for questions regarding COVID-19. The call center launched Monday, March 2, and is open 24/7.
DOH established mechanisms for monitoring and coordination with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding
epidemiological activities.
DOH distributed CDC Interim Guidance for public health personnel evaluating Persons Under Investigation (PUI) and asymptomatic close
contacts of confirmed cases at their home or non-home residential settings to CHDs.
DOH approved and disseminated an updated Clinician Screening Tool for identifying COVID-19 PUIs.
DOH implemented testing at all three State Public Health Laboratories and distributed updated laboratory guidance regarding implementation
of testing at State Public Health Laboratories.
DOH has worked to implement additional private lab testing.
DOH has developed and disseminated pandemic planning guidance. 
Advised CHDs and HCCs to retain expired personal protective equipment until further notice.
DOH is continuing support for long-term care facilities with REST teams. DOH strike teams have completed assessments for 3,874 long term
care facilities to determine immediate unmet needs and promote appropriate infection control practices.
DOH strike teams are continuing to respond to long term care facilities with COVID-19 positive patients.
In an effort to increase testing, Governor DeSantis has directed Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees on an emergency temporary basis to allow
licensed pharmacists in Florida to order and administer COVID-19 tests.
DOH is working with Florida’s Board of Pharmacy and Florida’s Department of Business and Professional Regulation on mobile pharmacy
compliance guidance.


FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


Today, the Florida Division of Emergency Management announced that 500,000 gowns are being sent to long-term care facilities across
Florida. This new push of PPE is being sent directly to every long-term care facility in the state based on the number of licensed beds in each
facility.
The Florida Division of Emergency Management announced that an additional three COVID-19 testing sites across the state have been
created through a partnership between Publix, FDEM and Quest Diagnostics. Locations are available here.
Five state-supported drive-thru testing sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval counties are offering free antibody testing
to anyone over the age of 18. The sites with antibody tests are:


FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches, antibody testing is by appointment only and the site can accept up to 40 appointments per day
To make an appointment, call: 561-642-1000  


Hard Rock Stadium, can test up to 125 individuals per day
Miami Beach Convention Center, can test up to 80 individuals per day
Orange County Convention Center, can test up to 125 individuals per day
TIAA Bank Field Lot J, can test up to 125 individuals per day


At the direction of Governor DeSantis, the state has established 15 drive-thru and 17 walk-up testing sites across the state, with more coming
online. More than 230,000 people have been tested at these sites. Floridians can find a site near them here.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


Nearly 28 million masks
More than 11 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 1.4 million gowns
More than 91 thousand goggles
More than 53.5 thousand coveralls


For long-term care facilities alone, the Division has sent:
More than 10 million masks
1 million gloves
More than 500,000 face shields
More than 900,000 gowns


The Florida Division of Emergency Management has launched a website to track the mobile lab that is testing long-term care facilities across
the state. The website is available here.
Find more information on FDEM’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 1,400 onsite visits to facilities and nearly 14,500 telephone
calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
AHCA issued Emergency Order NO. 20-003 providing financial relief to nursing homes and Intermediate Care Facilities during the state’s
public health emergency. The emergency order extends the deadlines for March and April 2020 Quality Assessment payments until June 15,
2020 for Intermediate Care Facilities, and June 20, 2020 for nursing homes.
AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-2 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-3. These rules require nursing homes and assisted living facilities
to grant access to the Florida Department of Health or their authorized representative for the purpose infection prevention and control, including
mandated COVID-19 testing of both on-duty and off-duty staff when arranged by the Department.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-1 requiring hospitals to test all patients for COVID-19,
regardless of symptoms, prior to discharge to long-term care facilities.
AHCA sent out an email to nursing homes requiring the transfer of residents with verified or suspected cases if they cannot be appropriately
isolated and adhere to the CDC recommendations for COVID-19 response.
AHCA issued a provider alert announcing additional flexibilities within the Medicaid program made at the direction of Governor DeSantis.
Authorization requirements and services limits for medically necessary behavioral health care for are now waived.
AHCA created a new temporary Personal Care Attendant program to help long-term care facilities fill staffing shortages. The program provides
an 8-hour training on assisting with direct care so that personal care attendants can temporarily perform additional duties.
AHCA has been working with the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to ensure current Medicaid recipients maintain benefits during
the state of emergency. Medicaid application deadlines have also been extended.
Find more information on AHCA’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
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DPBR has distributed Additional Information for Barbershops and Cosmetology Salons Pursuant to Executive Order 20-120 and FAQs for
Executive Order 20-120 – Expanding Phase 1: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery to provide additional information and
guidelines for barbershops, cosmetology salons, and cosmetology specialty salons.
Find more information on DBPR’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES


Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which will automatically
issue benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school
meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
As part of her Hope for Healing Florida initiative, First Lady Casey DeSantis recently announced that the Department of Children and Families
(DCF) will be receiving a $1.9 million emergency grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, which will
provide crisis counseling and other mental health support for Floridians impacted by COVID-19.
Per DCF’s request, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Florida’s waiver to permit the state to launch a pilot project
that allows families to purchase groceries online with their Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card beginning April 21, 2020.
Under Governor DeSantis’ direction, DCF has temporarily increased Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients’ benefit
amount to the maximum monthly allotment based on household size through May 2020.
DCF worked with the Department of Health (DOH) to develop precautionary protocols for child welfare professionals and adult protective
investigators who may have to make in-person visits to ensure the safety of those vulnerable populations.
Find more information on DCF’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS


The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) has distributed cloth face coverings to all correctional officers and inmates at correctional
institutions statewide.
FDC is closely aligned with the CDC Interim Guidance on Management of COVID-19 in Correctional and Detention Facilities.
New inmate commitments from county jails undergo additional screening and 14-day quarantine before placement within the general
population.
FDC has suspended visitation and volunteer programs at all correctional institutions statewide.
Find more information on FDC’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY


Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through June 13, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
To comply with federal law, effective May 10, 2020, claimants for all Reemployment Assistance programs, including state Reemployment
Assistance, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, will be required to return to the
CONNECT system every two weeks to request their benefits or “claim their weeks.” In doing so, claimants will confirm that they are still
unemployed and acknowledge that they are able and available for work should it be offered. For more information, click here. If claimants,
currently receiving Reemployment Assistance benefits, no longer wish to receive benefits, they do not need to claim their weeks, as payments
will stop processing if weeks stop being claimed.
DEO, in partnership with the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, launched a website to verify the identity of claimants
who have been locked out of their CONNECT account, the online system for processing Reemployment Assistance claims. Individuals who
were locked out of their CONNECT account have been notified and provided a direct link to verify their information so they can access their
account.
DEO is administering the Federal Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program. The program is offered by the federal CARES
Act and provides up to 13 weeks of benefits to a claimant who has exhausted Reemployment Assistance. For more information, please click
here.
The Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program that provides unemployment benefits to those that may not otherwise be
eligible under Florida’s state Reemployment Assistance program is available. Eligibility includes independent contractors, gig workers and
individuals who are self-employed. Working Floridians who have been impacted by COVID-19 and believe they may be eligible for Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance, can visit FloridaJobs.org and select "File a Claim" to apply and be considered for PUA. Individuals may also call 1-
833-FL-Apply (1-833-352-7759) for any questions they may have.
DEO continues to provide updates on the efforts made to address the challenges to Florida’s Reemployment Assistance program in response
to COVID-19. This includes a new State Reemployment Assistance Claims Dashboard that is updated daily to reflect the total number of
Reemployment Assistance Claims submitted, verified, processed and paid.
DEO announced more than 1,000 small businesses have been awarded more than $49 million from the Florida Small Emergency Bridge Loan
program. 
The Business Damage Assessment survey is activated and continues to accept surveys to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local
business operations and determine the appropriate actions for recovery. Click here to access the survey.
Find more information on DEO’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-EO-02 that:
Extends Professional and Temporary Educator Certificates expiring on June 30, 2020 to December 31, 2020.
Suspends the requirement for school districts to conduct annual evaluations for teachers and administrators for the 2019-20 school year;
Extends deadlines for English Language Learners to exit ESOL programs and suspends date of providing or extending services until
schools re-open;
Suspends requirement for districts to determine how to meet differentiated pay requirements for teachers on the performance pay
schedule;
Suspends testing requirement to student eligibility into college-credit dual enrollment courses;
Extends deadlines related to Individual Educational Plans;  
Extends deadlines for provisional and annual licenses issued by the Commission for Independent Education; and
Allows remote assessment for determining eligibility and priority for Vocational Rehabilitation services.


The Department of Education’s (DOE) Office of Early Learning, in coordination with local early learning coalitions, has prioritized and increased
access to childcare services for first responders and health care professionals by creating an expedited referral process to swiftly provide
priority access.
Florida College System institutions and private institutions across the state have donated more than 130 ventilators typically used in medical
training programs to local hospitals, community medical centers and other facilities.
Since April 1, 2020, when DOE announced the waiver of certification exam fees, more than 31,000 educators have signed up to take the
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Florida Teacher Certification Examination using the waiver. This translates into over 62,000 actual exam registrations for a savings value of
more than $8 million for Florida educators.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran announced that 32,614 laptop computers are being distributed to 34
mostly small, rural school districts throughout Florida and the Florida A&M University Developmental Research School.
DOE has delayed the deadline for teacher certification requirements and offered a fee waiver for testing. More than 22,000 teachers have
taken advantage of the fee waiver so far.
The Florida Virtual School has created the Online Learning Community with engaging and informative content for teachers and parents of K-12
students.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Commissioner of Education Richard Corcoran recommended that all Florida public and private K-12 schools
continue distance learning and keep school campuses closed the remainder of the 2019-2020 academic year. DOE has compiled dozens of
free distance learning resources on its emergency response page. 
Find more information on DOE’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ELDER AFFAIRS


The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) disseminated Executive Order 20-139 on Phase 2: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for
Florida’s Recovery to all 11 Area Agencies on Aging (AAA).
DOEA provided technical assistance to AAAs regarding shopping assistance, meals, service delivery, telephone reassurance, and the
Restaurant Meal Initiative.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) issued Emergency Order 20-01
pertaining to in-person guardian visitation requirements where COVID-19 response and mitigation measures prevent such visits.
DOEA issued Guidance in furtherance of Order 20-01 for Public and Professional Guardians to remain in compliance with Florida Statute
744.361(14).
DOEA has created a dedicated webpage to provide resources on COVID-19 including: tips for caregivers, information on closures of senior
centers and adult day care centers, and alternative services for congregate meal sites.
Find more information on DOEA’s COVID-19 response here.


ENTERPRISE FLORIDA


Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a Virtual Trade Shows Grant Program to allow companies to identify international clients and
generate new export opportunities. Traditional international trade shows are being temporarily replaced by virtual events to promote safe
worldwide business opportunities. For more information, please contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI created a virtual trade grant program to help Florida companies do business overseas as international travel is restricted. Businesses
interested in learning more about the new Virtual Business Matchmaking service should contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI conducted regional calls with stakeholders across the state to identify ideas for long-range economic recovery.
EFI suspended initial fees for its Microfinance Loan Guarantee Program to support Florida’s small business community impacted by COVID-19.
Interested businesses must apply through a local lender. For further information please contact your lender or visit Enterprise Florida’s website.
See resources compiled by EFI for businesses impacted by COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION


As part of its phased reopening, Florida State Parks is offering limited camping availability for guests. For the protection of both staff and
visitors, camping will not be available at all parks and cabins will remain closed. Additional safety measures such as reduced visitor density
may also be in place.
To date, 90 percent of Florida State Parks have been partially opened. To continue social distancing and mitigate the spread of COVID-19,
each open park has unique procedures in place. See the latest park and trail information here.
Areas of Florida State Parks managed by the Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection (ORCP) have been partially reopened, including
remote access trails, beaches, and boat ramps at the Research Reserves. Islands, beaches, and submerged lands within the Aquatic
Preserves are being re-opened in accordance with local ordinances. See current information on ORCP-managed lands here.
Find more information on DEP’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL REGULATION


The Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) issued Emergency Order 2020-03 temporarily expanding the motor vehicle retail installment initial
payment rule.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-02 extending certain filing deadlines for Florida’s financial services providers.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-01 extending certain renewal deadlines for money services businesses. 
OFR provided guidance for consumer finance businesses and professionals.
OFR provided guidance and an operational update for Florida’s securities businesses and professionals.
OFR provided informational guidance and an update to Florida’s financial institutions.
OFR created helpful resource lists for businesses and individuals to contact their financial services providers:


Florida Financial Institution Resource List
Top 40 Mortgage Servicers Resource List
Additional Financial Information and Resources List


Find more information on OFR’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES


The Florida Highway Patrol is assisting with the implementation and enforcement of Executive Order 20-86 at the direction of Governor
DeSantis.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, FLHSMV Executive Director Rhodes has waived commercial truck hours of
service regulations and other related regulations so that emergency supplies, equipment, commodities and resources can be moved more
quickly and efficiently throughout the state.
Find more information on FLHSMV’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF INSURANCE REGULATION


As part of its ongoing effort to keep policyholders informed, OIR published a list of resources to connect Florida policyholders with assistance
being offered by insurers in response to COVID-19.
The Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-06M providing guidance on the use of technology to help
combat the spread of COVID-19, including encouraging insurers to broaden access to care for telehealth services, and requesting Pharmacy
Benefit Managers to transition to an electronic audit process in order to avoid unnecessary risk and maintain social distancing.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-05M reminding insurers of applicable statutes regarding workers’ compensation insurance.
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Workers’ compensation insurers are expected to comply with all of the provisions of Florida’s Workers’ Compensation Law.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-03M directing all insurers and other entities regulated by OIR to review and update their
business continuity and/or continuity of operations plans. Companies are directed to immediately contact OIR if their continuity plans are
activated and/or if business operations become compromised so it can work with insurers to avoid any disruption in consumer services.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-04M providing general guidance on the treatment of policyholders as part of the state’s
ongoing efforts to protect Floridians.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-02M as a reminder to all health insurers, health maintenance organizations, and other health
entities to allow for early prescription refills.
Find more information on OIR’s COVID-19 response here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE


The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) has instituted additional screening measures for essential personnel and vendors within juvenile
facilities.
Find more information on DJJ’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


FDLE is working with DBPR on the process for enforcing the 50% seating capacity limit for the re-opening of bars and entertainment
businesses, as well as establishing DBPR points of contacts for fielding complaints about violations.
FDLE continues to provide support to FHP at the I-95 checkpoint.
FDLE is disseminating information on the hiring of former first responders to assist Florida Division of Emergency Management field operations.
FDLE is working with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association on traffic assistance at testing/collection sites
statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association to monitor law enforcement staffing
impacts and staffing needs due to COVID-19.
FDLE and FHP continue to facilitate the escort of testing collection kits statewide.
FDLE continues to work with ESF-16 partners on airport screening missions.
Find more information on FDLE’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA LOTTERY


Effective March 23, Florida Lottery Headquarters and district offices are closed to the public until further notice.  
Find more information on the Florida Lottery’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES


The Department of Management Services (DMS) launched a dedicated telework page with resources and tutorials for employees and
employers operating in a remote work environment.
At the Governor’s direction, DMS Secretary Jonathan Satter issued an emergency order to ensure federal benefits granted through The
Families First Coronavirus Response Act are available to employees.
As directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to expand covered
telehealth benefits at no additional employee cost.
Also directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to cover immunizations at
participating in-network retail pharmacies at no cost to the member during this public health emergency.
Find more information on DMS’ COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS


Approximately 2,380 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 321,300 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FLNG continues to support the state's COVID-19 response through augmentation to airport screening measures, statewide logistics support,
coordination, planning and operational mission sets.
Find more information on DMA’s response to COVID-19 here.


AGENCY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES


The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) sent out a Guidance Booklet to Providers and Waiver Support Coordinators recently to outline
waiver changes and flexibilities as a result of COVID-19. It also included information on infection control measures and recommended actions
when faced with various scenarios.
APD is distributing washable face masks donated by The Family Care Council to providers and customers living in APD group homes.
APD issued Emergency Order 20-03, which temporarily suspends face to face visits to administer the Questionnaire for Situational Information
to determine the level of need of APD customers.
Find more information on APD’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE


The Department of Revenue (DOR) has issued an emergency order extending certain corporate income tax (CIT) due dates. For corporations
with a fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2019, the due date for Florida CIT payments is extended to June 1, 2020. For corporations with fiscal years
ending Dec. 31, 2019, Jan. 31, 2020, or Feb. 29, 2020, the due date for Florida CIT returns is extended to August 3, 2020. The due dates for
Florida CIT payments for corporations with fiscal years ending Jan. 31 or Feb. 29, 2020, remain June 1, 2020 and July 1, 2020, respectively.
DOR has created a dedicated webpage for child support customers who have questions about the child support offset for Economic Impact
Payments under the CARES Act. Under federal law, these payments are subject to federal offset for persons who owe past-due support.
DOR has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for tax-related questions and information.
The department also has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for child support customers and alternative options for handling many child support
case activities without visiting an office.
Find more information on DOR’s response to COVID-19 here.


CAREERSOURCE FLORIDA


The CareerSource Florida network is offering in-person appointments to assist job seekers and businesses with employment needs, especially
those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, with the exception of career centers in Miami-Dade and Monroe counties.


CareerSource South Florida is offering services virtually and over the phone, with plans to provide in-person appointments as soon as
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possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety protocol training to protect customers and
employees.


The CareerSource Florida network has continued to provide employment and business services virtually, via telephone, by email and by
appointment in some locations throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since March 1, CareerSource Florida has assisted the following individuals:


More than 339,000 job seekers served
More than 15,150 job seekers placed in employment
More than 1,465 job seekers enrolled in training
More than 19,600 businesses served
More than 59,730 new jobs posted


The state workforce board and all 24 local workforce development boards are assisting with CONNECT PIN resets and processing
Reemployment Assistance applications.
CareerSource Florida has launched an integrated public and business outreach campaign, Help is Here, a comprehensive resource for
employment and business services.
For a list of Florida’s local workforce development boards and their contact information, please click here.


STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF FLORIDA


The State University System has directed all 12 state universities to develop alternate plans for summer commencement ceremonies, which
include any rescheduled spring commencement plans that may have been postponed to summer.
The State University System Task Force has issued guidelines for reopening university campuses in the fall. Universities will present their
individual plans based on these guidelines to the Board of Governors on June 23, 2020.
Find more information on SUS’ response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-97, delaying elections in Pasco County at the request of Pasco County Supervisor of
Elections Brian Corley.
Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee announced the issuance of an emergency order and emergency rules to extend annual report filing deadlines
for business entities, as well as outline changes to the candidate petition and candidate qualifying processes.
Find more information on the Florida Department of State’s Response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


In accordance with Phase 2 of Governor Ron DeSantis’ Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery, the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) deactivated the checkpoint for screening travelers seeking to enter Florida on I-10 at the Florida/Alabama state line.
Upon deactivation, nearly 28,000 traveler forms had been collected at the I-10 checkpoint.
FDOT continues to lead the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86 at the I-95 checkpoint. To
date, more than 31,300 traveler forms have been collected at the I-95 checkpoint.
Governor DeSantis and FDOT Secretary Thibault announced the opening of five new Interstate 4 (I-4)/State Road (S.R.) 408 flyover ramps.
This work was completed more than three months ahead of schedule and increases safety and mobility in the heart of Florida.
Due to continued lower traffic volumes as a result of COVID-19, FDOT expedited more than 40 additional critical transportation projects by at
least 650 total contract days, while also providing essential jobs to Floridians. Find more information about FDOT’s accelerated projects here.
FDOT Secretary Thibault and staff joined the Florida Trucking Association and the Florida Highway Patrol to hand out 500 meals to Florida’s
truck drivers.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 66,200 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
FDOT continues to coordinate with seaports across the state to monitor port activity.
Find more information on FDOT’s response to COVID-19 here.  


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA) has restricted visitor access to its state veterans’ homes until further notice, with the
exception of essential visitors. In addition, admissions in our network of state veterans’ homes are temporarily suspended.
Veterans who are concerned they may have symptoms of COVID-19, flu or cold should call the VISN 8 Clinical Contact Center toll free at (877)
741-3400 before coming to a VA facility. Clinicians are available to provide 24/7 virtual care and support, including nurse advice and triage.
To contact a teleworking FDVA Veterans’ Claims Examiner, call (727) 319-7440 or email VSO@fdva.state.fl.us.
Find more information on FDVA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION


The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) continues to be in close communication with the Governor’s Office, the Florida
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the most recent COVID-19 status and guidance.
Find more information on FWC’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION


The Florida Housing Finance Corporation (Florida Housing) issued an Emergency Rule to property owners and managers to suspend rent
increases during this public health emergency on properties funded by Florida Housing. Those who choose to implement rent increases that
impact residents during this global pandemic could result in consequences for future funding opportunities with Florida Housing.
As Florida Housing continues to be committed to the health and well-being of all Floridians, we have compiled a list of resources with relevant
information for homeowners, residents, developers, apartment owners, management companies, participating lenders, Realtors and SHIP
administrators regarding COVID-19.
Find more information on Florida Housing’s response to COVID-19 here.


VISIT FLORIDA


VISIT FLORIDA’s four welcome centers are closed until further notice. VISIT FLORIDA welcome center staff members have been trained to
provide customer service support for the Department of Economic Opportunity and are assisting with the influx of inquiries and calls from
impacted businesses and workers throughout the state.
Find more information on VISIT FLORIDA’s response to COVID-19 here.


VOLUNTEER FLORIDA
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Volunteer Florida announced the availability of $300,000 in AmeriCorps Planning Grants to support organizations interested in implementing an
AmeriCorps program that addresses a critical community need caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Organizations interested in applying for
this planning grant should respond to the notice of funding by Thursday, June 18 at 5 pm (ET).
As the lead agency for volunteerism and service, Volunteer Florida is working to support voluntary organizations across the state and nation by
sharing resources, surveying needs and requesting that continuity of operations plans be created to avoid any service delivery disruption.
Find more information on Volunteer Florida’s response to COVID-19 here. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 12, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. –  The State of Florida is responding to COVID-19. As of Friday, June 5 the state has moved into Phase 2 of Florida’s
reopening plan. The Florida Department of Health will now issue this update once per week. However, DOH will continue to update the COVID-19
dashboard and post the state report daily.


Governor Ron DeSantis is in constant communication with Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz and State Surgeon
General Dr. Scott Rivkees as the State of Florida continues to monitor and respond to the threat of COVID-19.


This week, Governor Ron DeSantis announced the state of Florida’s plan to disburse up to $1.275 billion in CARES Act funds to counties with a
population below 500,000. Using a phased approach, the Florida Division of Emergency Management will distribute funds to the remaining counties,
beginning with an initial disbursement of 25% of each county’s allocation. Learn more here.


This week, Governor DeSantis and Commissioner Richard Corcoran also announced recommendations for local communities to consider as they
finalize plans to reopen safe and healthy schools that are set up for success. This plan outlines nearly $475 million in state directed education
financial assistance provided to Florida through the CARES Act. More information on the recommendations can be found here.


Recent actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


The Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) announced that they partnered with Home Depot and Quest Diagnostics to create
three additional testing sites. Locations are available here.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


More than 30.5 million masks
More than 11.2 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 1.4 million gowns
More than 91 thousand goggles
Nearly 54 thousand coveralls


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 1,600 onsite visits to facilities and more than 21,000
telephone calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
The Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) issued Emergency Order 2020-08 which extends the deadlines for
examination eligibility and licensure eligibility through December 31, 2020, for professional licenses regulated pursuant to Chapter 455, Florida
Statutes, and the related professional practice acts. The Order supersedes section 4 of DBPR Emergency Order 2020-03, which had
previously extended these deadlines through May 31, 2020.
Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through July 4, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-EO-04 and 2020-EO-05 that:


Provides students will pathways to meet eligibility requirements for the Bright Future Scholarship including flexibility to satisfy volunteer
hour requirements and extends the date a student can take the SAT and ACT.
Provides greater flexibility for early learning providers to deliver high quality summer instruction and recovery services.


The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) Restaurant Meal Initiative, when combined with traditional meal delivery, has increased over
200 percent, and the total number of DOEA restaurant meals alone stands at over 690,000.
The Administration for Community Living (ACL) Assistant Secretary for Aging Lance Robertson provided an update on DOEA COVID-19 efforts
to the Florida Aging Network.
DOEA participated in a consultation group roundtable call with Region IV of the State Units on Aging (SUA) and the SUA Directors for the
states of Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee.
DOEA distributed a Mental Health Campaign entitled, “Talk It Out” to the Executive Directors of all 11 Area Agencies on Aging (AAA).
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) continues to implement their phased reopening of the Florida State
Parks. Approximately 172 of 175 Florida State Parks and trails are partially opened. As these parks are reopening, DEP is taking measures to
ensure the protection of staff and the public. During this phase of reopening, visitors should expect limited hours, capacity and amenities. See
the latest park and trail information here.
The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) is coordinating with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs
Association to test law enforcement exposed to mass gatherings for COVID-19.
Since March 1, 2020, Floridians have conducted over 1.4 million motor vehicle and credential transactions virtually through the department’s
online services webpage: com. FLHSMV encourages Floridians who can to complete their driver license or motor vehicle transactions online,
rather than in person at a driver license office.
Approximately 2,215 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 361,608 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) has received 8 pallets of cloth masks from the State Emergency Operations Center. A pallet of
22,500 masks was sent to the six APD regional offices and to APD Headquarters. The masks will be distributed to APD employees, group
homes and other providers to protect APD customers.
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FDOT continues to lead the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86 at the I-95 checkpoint. To
date, more than 34,300 traveler forms have been collected at the I-95 checkpoint.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 84,800 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has resumed committal services in Florida’s VA National Cemeteries. To make burial
arrangements, contact the National Cemetery Scheduling Office at (800) 535-1117.


Additional actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH


The Florida Department of Health (DOH) announced that antibody COVID-19 test results data is now available. This report will be provided
once a week and contains county, race and lab information on antibody COVID-19 tests conducted in Florida. That report is available here. 
To date, DOH has reported more than 1,000 contact tracers who are assisting with COVID-19 efforts across the state.
DOH announced that the list of long-term care facilities in Florida associated with COVID-19 cases will now include active cases in each facility
in order to provide real-time data. The list of long-term care facilities with active COVID-19 cases is available here. 
DOH is providing a report detailing surveillance data for every Florida county. Previously, this information was only available for select
communities. The surveillance data report is available here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a Public Health Emergency for COVID-19 in Florida.
DOH established a public call center for questions regarding COVID-19. The call center launched Monday, March 2, and is open 24/7.
DOH established mechanisms for monitoring and coordination with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding
epidemiological activities.
DOH distributed CDC Interim Guidance for public health personnel evaluating Persons Under Investigation (PUI) and asymptomatic close
contacts of confirmed cases at their home or non-home residential settings to CHDs.
DOH approved and disseminated an updated Clinician Screening Tool for identifying COVID-19 PUIs.
DOH implemented testing at all three State Public Health Laboratories and distributed updated laboratory guidance regarding implementation
of testing at State Public Health Laboratories.
DOH has worked to implement additional private lab testing.
DOH has developed and disseminated pandemic planning guidance. 
Advised CHDs and HCCs to retain expired personal protective equipment until further notice.
DOH is continuing support for long-term care facilities with REST teams. DOH strike teams have completed assessments for 3,874 long term
care facilities to determine immediate unmet needs and promote appropriate infection control practices.
DOH strike teams are continuing to respond to long term care facilities with COVID-19 positive patients.
In an effort to increase testing, Governor DeSantis has directed Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees on an emergency temporary basis to allow
licensed pharmacists in Florida to order and administer COVID-19 tests.
DOH is working with Florida’s Board of Pharmacy and Florida’s Department of Business and Professional Regulation on mobile pharmacy
compliance guidance.


FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


The Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) announced that they partnered with Home Depot and Quest Diagnostics to create
three additional testing sites. Locations are available here.
FDEM announced that an additional three COVID-19 testing sites across the state have been created through a partnership between Publix,
FDEM and Quest Diagnostics. Locations are available here.
Five state-supported drive-thru testing sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval counties are offering free antibody testing
to anyone over the age of 18. The sites with antibody tests are:


FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches, antibody testing is by appointment only and the site can accept up to 40 appointments per day
To make an appointment, call: 561-642-1000 


Hard Rock Stadium, can test up to 125 individuals per day
Miami Beach Convention Center, can test up to 80 individuals per day
Orange County Convention Center, can test up to 125 individuals per day
TIAA Bank Field Lot J, can test up to 125 individuals per day


At the direction of Governor DeSantis, the state has established 15 drive-thru and 15 walk-up testing sites across the state, with more coming
online. More than 230,000 people have been tested at these sites. Floridians can find a site near them here.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


More than 30.5 million masks
More than 11.2 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 1.4 million gowns
More than 91 thousand goggles
Nearly 54 thousand coveralls


For long-term care facilities alone, the Division has sent:
More than 10 million masks
1 million gloves
More than 500,000 face shields
More than 900,000 gowns


The Florida Division of Emergency Management has launched a website to track the mobile lab that is testing long-term care facilities across
the state. The website is available here.
Find more information on DEM’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 1,600 onsite visits to facilities and more than 21,000
telephone calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
AHCA issued Emergency Order NO. 20-003 providing financial relief to nursing homes and Intermediate Care Facilities during the state’s
public health emergency. The emergency order extends the deadlines for March and April 2020 Quality Assessment payments until June 15,
2020 for Intermediate Care Facilities, and June 20, 2020 for nursing homes.
AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-2 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-3. These rules require nursing homes and assisted living facilities
to grant access to the Florida Department of Health or their authorized representative for the purpose infection prevention and control, including
mandated COVID-19 testing of both on-duty and off-duty staff when arranged by the Department.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-1 requiring hospitals to test all patients for COVID-19,
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regardless of symptoms, prior to discharge to long-term care facilities.
AHCA sent out an email to nursing homes requiring the transfer of residents with verified or suspected cases if they cannot be appropriately
isolated and adhere to the CDC recommendations for COVID-19 response.
AHCA issued a provider alert announcing additional flexibilities within the Medicaid program made at the direction of Governor DeSantis.
Authorization requirements and services limits for medically necessary behavioral health care for are now waived.
AHCA created a new temporary Personal Care Attendant program to help long-term care facilities fill staffing shortages. The program provides
an 8-hour training on assisting with direct care so that personal care attendants can temporarily perform additional duties.
AHCA has been working with the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to ensure current Medicaid recipients maintain benefits during
the state of emergency. Medicaid application deadlines have also been extended.
Find more information on AHCA’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION


The Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) issued Emergency Order 2020-08 which extends the deadlines for
examination eligibility and licensure eligibility through December 31, 2020, for professional licenses regulated pursuant to Chapter 455, Florida
Statutes, and the related professional practice acts. The Order supersedes section 4 of DBPR Emergency Order 2020-03, which had
previously extended these deadlines through May 31, 2020.
DPBR has distributed Additional Information for Barbershops and Cosmetology Salons Pursuant to Executive Order 20-120 and FAQs for
Executive Order 20-120 – Expanding Phase 1: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery to provide additional information and
guidelines for barbershops, cosmetology salons, and cosmetology specialty salons.
Find more information on DBPR’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES


Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which will automatically
issue benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school
meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
As part of her Hope for Healing Florida initiative, First Lady Casey DeSantis recently announced that the Department of Children and Families
(DCF) will be receiving a $1.9 million emergency grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, which will
provide crisis counseling and other mental health support for Floridians impacted by COVID-19.
Per DCF’s request, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Florida’s waiver to permit the state to launch a pilot project
that allows families to purchase groceries online with their Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card beginning April 21, 2020.
DCF worked with the Florida Department of Health (DOH) to develop precautionary protocols for child welfare professionals and adult
protective investigators who may have to make in-person visits to ensure the safety of those vulnerable populations.
Find more information on DCF’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS


The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) has distributed cloth face coverings to all correctional officers and inmates at correctional
institutions statewide.
FDC is closely aligned with the CDC Interim Guidance on Management of COVID-19 in Correctional and Detention Facilities.
New inmate commitments from county jails undergo additional screening and 14-day quarantine before placement within the general
population.
FDC has suspended visitation at all correctional institutions statewide.
Find more information on FDC’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY


Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through July 4, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
To comply with federal law, effective May 10, 2020, claimants for all Reemployment Assistance programs, including state Reemployment
Assistance, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, will be required to return to the
CONNECT system every two weeks to request their benefits or “claim their weeks.” In doing so, claimants will confirm that they are still
unemployed and acknowledge that they are able and available for work should it be offered. For more information, click here. If claimants,
currently receiving Reemployment Assistance benefits, no longer wish to receive benefits, they do not need to claim their weeks, as payments
will stop processing if weeks stop being claimed.
DEO, in partnership with the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, launched a website to verify the identity of claimants
who have been locked out of their CONNECT account, the online system for processing Reemployment Assistance claims. Individuals who
were locked out of their CONNECT account have been notified and provided a direct link to verify their information so they can access their
account.
DEO is administering the Federal Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program. The program is offered by the federal CARES
Act and provides up to 13 weeks of benefits to a claimant who has exhausted Reemployment Assistance. For more information, please click
here.
The Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program that provides unemployment benefits to those that may not otherwise be
eligible under Florida’s state Reemployment Assistance program is available. Eligibility includes independent contractors, gig workers and
individuals who are self-employed. Working Floridians who have been impacted by COVID-19 and believe they may be eligible for Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance, can visit org and select "File a Claim" to apply and be considered for PUA. Individuals may also call 1-833-FL-
Apply (1-833-352-7759) for any questions they may have.
DEO continues to provide updates on the efforts made to address the challenges to Florida’s Reemployment Assistance program in response
to COVID-19. This includes the State Reemployment Assistance Claims Dashboard that is updated daily to reflect the total number of
Reemployment Assistance Claims submitted, verified, processed and paid.
DEO announced more than 1,000 small businesses have been awarded more than $49 million from the Florida Small Emergency Bridge Loan
program. 
The Business Damage Assessment survey is activated and continues to accept surveys to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local
business operations and determine the appropriate actions for recovery. Click here to access the survey.
Find more information on DEO’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-EO-04 and 2020-EO-05 that:
Provides students will pathways to meet eligibility requirements for the Bright Future Scholarship including flexibility to satisfy volunteer
hour requirements and extends the date a student can take the SAT and ACT.
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Provides greater flexibility for early learning providers to deliver high quality summer instruction and recovery services.
To read the full re-opening of Florida’s schools and CARES ACT plan, visit here.
Find more information on DOE’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ELDER AFFAIRS


The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) Restaurant Meal Initiative, when combined with traditional meal delivery, has increased over
200 percent, and the total number of DOEA restaurant meals alone stands at over 690,000.
The Administration for Community Living (ACL) Assistant Secretary for Aging Lance Robertson provided an update on DOEA COVID-19 efforts
to the Florida Aging Network.
DOEA participated in a consultation group roundtable call with Region IV of the State Units on Aging (SUA) and the SUA Directors for the
states of Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee.
DOEA distributed a Mental Health Campaign entitled, “Talk It Out” to the Executive Directors of all 11 Area Agencies on Aging (AAA).
DOEA provided technical assistance to AAAs regarding shopping assistance, meals, service delivery, telephone reassurance, and the
Restaurant Meal Initiative.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) issued Emergency Order 20-01
pertaining to in-person guardian visitation requirements where COVID-19 response and mitigation measures prevent such visits.
DOEA issued Guidance in furtherance of Order 20-01 for Public and Professional Guardians to remain in compliance with Florida Statute
744.361(14).
Find more information on DOEA’s COVID-19 response here.


ENTERPRISE FLORIDA


Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a Virtual Trade Shows Grant Program to allow companies to identify international clients and
generate new export opportunities. Traditional international trade shows are being temporarily replaced by virtual events to promote safe
worldwide business opportunities. For more information, please contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI created a virtual trade grant program to help Florida companies do business overseas as international travel is restricted. Businesses
interested in learning more about the new Virtual Business Matchmaking service should contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI conducted regional calls with stakeholders across the state to identify ideas for long-range economic recovery.
EFI suspended initial fees for its Microfinance Loan Guarantee Program to support Florida’s small business community impacted by COVID-19.
Interested businesses must apply through a local lender. For further information please contact your lender or visit Enterprise Florida’s website.
See resources compiled by EFI for businesses impacted by COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION


The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) continues to implement their phased reopening of the Florida State
Parks. Approximately 172 of 175 Florida State Parks and trails are partially opened. As these parks are reopening, DEP is taking measures to
ensure the protection of staff and the public. During this phase of reopening, visitors should expect limited hours, capacity and amenities. See
the latest park and trail information here.
Areas of Florida State Parks managed by the Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection (ORCP) have been partially reopened, including
remote access trails, beaches, and boat ramps at the Research Reserves. Islands, beaches, and submerged lands withinthe Aquatic
Preserves are being reopened in accordance with local ordinances. See current information on ORCP-managed lands here.
Find more information on DEP’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL REGULATION


The Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) issued Emergency Order 2020-03 temporarily expanding the motor vehicle retail installment initial
payment rule.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-02 extending certain filing deadlines for Florida’s financial services providers.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-01 extending certain renewal deadlines for money services businesses. 
OFR provided guidance for consumer finance businesses and professionals.
OFR provided guidance and an operational update for Florida’s securities businesses and professionals.
OFR provided informational guidance and an update to Florida’s financial institutions.
OFR created helpful resource lists for businesses and individuals to contact their financial services providers:


Florida Financial Institution Resource List
Top 40 Mortgage Servicers Resource List
Additional Financial Information and Resources List


Find more information on OFR’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES


Since March 1, 2020, Floridians have conducted over 1.4 million motor vehicle and credential transactions virtually through the department’s
online services webpage: com. FLHSMV encourages Floridians who can, to complete their driver license or motor vehicle transactions online,
rather than in person at a driver license office.
The Florida Highway Patrol is assisting with the implementation and enforcement of Executive Order 20-86 at the direction of Governor
DeSantis.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, FLHSMV Executive Director Rhodes has waived commercial truck hours of
service regulations and other related regulations so that emergency supplies, equipment, commodities and resources can be moved more
quickly and efficiently throughout the state.
Find more information on FLHSMV’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF INSURANCE REGULATION


As part of its ongoing effort to keep policyholders informed, the Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) published a list of resources to connect
Florida policyholders with assistance being offered by insurers in response to COVID-19.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-06M providing guidance on the use of technology to help combat the spread of COVID-19,
including encouraging insurers to broaden access to care for telehealth services, and requesting Pharmacy Benefit Managers to transition to an
electronic audit process in order to avoid unnecessary risk and maintain social distancing.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-05M reminding insurers of applicable statutes regarding workers’ compensation insurance.
Workers’ compensation insurers are expected to comply with all of the provisions of Florida’s Workers’ Compensation Law.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-03M directing all insurers and other entities regulated by OIR to review and update their
business continuity and/or continuity of operations plans. Companies are directed to immediately contact OIR if their continuity plans are
activated and/or if business operations become compromised so it can work with insurers to avoid any disruption in consumer services.
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OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-04M providing general guidance on the treatment of policyholders as part of the state’s
ongoing efforts to protect Floridians.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-02M as a reminder to all health insurers, health maintenance organizations, and other health
entities to allow for early prescription refills.
Find more information on OIR’s COVID-19 response here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE


The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) has instituted additional screening measures for essential personnel and vendors within juvenile
facilities.
Find more information on DJJ’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) is coordinating with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs
Association to test law enforcement exposed to mass gatherings for COVID-19.
FDLE is working with DBPR on the process for enforcing the 50% seating capacity limit for the re-opening of bars and entertainment
businesses, as well as establishing DBPR points of contacts for fielding complaints about violations.
FDLE continues to provide support to FHP at the I-95 checkpoint.
FDLE is disseminating information on the hiring of former first responders to assist Florida Division of Emergency Management field operations.
FDLE is working with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association on traffic assistance at testing/collection sites
statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association to monitor law enforcement staffing
impacts and staffing needs due to COVID-19.
FDLE and FHP continue to facilitate the escort of testing collection kits statewide.
FDLE continues to work with ESF-16 partners on airport screening missions.
Find more information on FDLE’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA LOTTERY


Effective March 23, Florida Lottery Headquarters and district offices are closed to the public until further notice.  
Find more information on the Florida Lottery’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES


The Department of Management Services (DMS) launched a dedicated telework page with resources and tutorials for employees and
employers operating in a remote work environment.
At the Governor’s direction, DMS Secretary Jonathan Satter issued an emergency order to ensure federal benefits granted through The
Families First Coronavirus Response Act are available to employees.
As directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to expand covered
telehealth benefits at no additional employee cost.
Also directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to cover immunizations at
participating in-network retail pharmacies at no cost to the member during this public health emergency.
Find more information on DMS’ COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS


Approximately 2,215 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 361,608 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FLNG continues to support the state's COVID-19 response through augmentation to airport screening measures, statewide logistics support,
coordination, planning and operational mission sets.
Find more information on DMA’s response to COVID-19 here.


AGENCY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES


The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) has received 8 pallets of cloth masks from the State Emergency Operations Center. A pallet of
22,500 masks was sent to the six APD regional offices and to APD Headquarters. The masks will be distributed to APD employees, group
homes and other providers to protect APD customers.
The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) sent out a Guidance Booklet to Providers and Waiver Support Coordinators recently to outline
waiver changes and flexibilities as a result of COVID-19. It also included information on infection control measures and recommended actions
when faced with various scenarios.
APD issued Emergency Order 20-03, which temporarily suspends face to face visits to administer the Questionnaire for Situational Information
to determine the level of need of APD customers.
Find more information on APD’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE


The Department of Revenue (DOR) has issued an emergency order extending certain corporate income tax (CIT) due dates. For corporations
with a fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2019, the due date for Florida CIT payments is extended to June 1, 2020. For corporations with fiscal years
ending Dec. 31, 2019, Jan. 31, 2020, or Feb. 29, 2020, the due date for Florida CIT returns is extended to August 3, 2020. The due dates for
Florida CIT payments for corporations with fiscal years ending Jan. 31 or Feb. 29, 2020, remain June 1, 2020 and July 1, 2020, respectively.
DOR has created a dedicated webpage for child support customers who have questions about the child support offset for Economic Impact
Payments under the CARES Act. Under federal law, these payments are subject to federal offset for persons who owe past-due support.
DOR has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for tax-related questions and information.
The department also has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for child support customers and alternative options for handling many child support
case activities without visiting an office.
Find more information on DOR’s response to COVID-19 here.


CAREERSOURCE FLORIDA


The CareerSource Florida network is offering in-person appointments to assist job seekers and businesses with employment needs, especially
those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, with the exception of career centers in Miami-Dade and Monroe counties.


CareerSource South Florida is offering services virtually and over the phone, with plans to provide in-person appointments as soon as
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possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety protocol training to protect customers and
employees.


The CareerSource Florida network has continued to provide employment and business services virtually, via telephone, by email and by
appointment in some locations throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since March 1, CareerSource Florida has assisted the following individuals:


More than 339,000 job seekers served
More than 15,150 job seekers placed in employment
More than 1,465 job seekers enrolled in training
More than 19,600 businesses served
More than 59,730 new jobs posted


The state workforce board and all 24 local workforce development boards are assisting with CONNECT PIN resets and processing
Reemployment Assistance applications.
CareerSource Florida has launched an integrated public and business outreach campaign, Help is Here, a comprehensive resource for
employment and business services.
For a list of Florida’s local workforce development boards and their contact information, please click here.


STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF FLORIDA


The State University System has directed all 12 state universities to develop alternate plans for summer commencement ceremonies, which
include any rescheduled spring commencement plans that may have been postponed to summer.
The State University System Task Force has issued guidelines for reopening university campuses in the fall. Universities will present their
individual plans based on these guidelines to the Board of Governors on June 23, 2020.
Find more information on SUS’ response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-97, delaying elections in Pasco County at the request of Pasco County Supervisor of
Elections Brian Corley.
Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee announced the issuance of an emergency order and emergency rules to extend annual report filing deadlines
for business entities, as well as outline changes to the candidate petition and candidate qualifying processes.
Find more information on the Florida Department of State’s Response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


In accordance with Phase 2 of Governor Ron DeSantis’ Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery, the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) deactivated the checkpoint for screening travelers seeking to enter Florida on I-10 at the Florida/Alabama state line.
Upon deactivation, nearly 28,000 traveler forms had been collected at the I-10 checkpoint.
FDOT continues to lead the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86 at the I-95 checkpoint. To
date, more than 34,300 traveler forms have been collected at the I-95 checkpoint.
Governor DeSantis and FDOT Secretary Thibault announced the opening of five new Interstate 4 (I-4)/State Road (S.R.) 408 flyover ramps.
This work was completed more than three months ahead of schedule and increases safety and mobility in the heart of Florida.
Due to continued lower traffic volumes as a result of COVID-19, FDOT expedited more than 40 additional critical transportation projects by at
least 650 total contract days, while also providing essential jobs to Floridians. Find more information about FDOT’s accelerated projects here.
FDOT Secretary Thibault and staff joined the Florida Trucking Association and the Florida Highway Patrol to hand out 500 meals to Florida’s
truck drivers.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 84,800 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
FDOT continues to coordinate with seaports across the state to monitor port activity.
Find more information on FDOT’s response to COVID-19 here.  


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has resumed committal services in Florida’s VA National Cemeteries. To make burial
arrangements, contact the National Cemetery Scheduling Office at (800) 535-1117.
The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA) has restricted visitor access to its state veterans’ homes until further notice, with the
exception of essential visitors. In addition, admissions in our network of state veterans’ homes are temporarily suspended.
Veterans who are concerned they may have symptoms of COVID-19, flu or cold should call the VISN 8 Clinical Contact Center toll free at (877)
741-3400 before coming to a VA facility. Clinicians are available to provide 24/7 virtual care and support, including nurse advice and triage.
To contact a teleworking FDVA Veterans’ Claims Examiner, call (727) 319-7440 or email VSO@fdva.state.fl.us.
Find more information on FDVA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION


The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) continues to be in close communication with the Governor’s Office, the Florida
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the most recent COVID-19 status and guidance.
Find more information on FWC’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION


The Florida Housing Finance Corporation (Florida Housing) issued an Emergency Rule to property owners and managers to suspend rent
increases during this public health emergency on properties funded by Florida Housing. Those who choose to implement rent increases that
impact residents during this global pandemic could result in consequences for future funding opportunities with Florida Housing.
As Florida Housing continues to be committed to the health and well-being of all Floridians, we have compiled a list of resources with relevant
information for homeowners, residents, developers, apartment owners, management companies, participating lenders, Realtors and SHIP
administrators regarding COVID-19.
Find more information on Florida Housing’s response to COVID-19 here.


VISIT FLORIDA


VISIT FLORIDA’s four welcome centers are closed until further notice. VISIT FLORIDA welcome center staff members have been trained to
provide customer service support for the Department of Economic Opportunity and are assisting with the influx of inquiries and calls from
impacted businesses and workers throughout the state.
Find more information on VISIT FLORIDA’s response to COVID-19 here.
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VOLUNTEER FLORIDA


Volunteer Florida announced the availability of $300,000 in AmeriCorps Planning Grants to support organizations interested in implementing an
AmeriCorps program that addresses a critical community need caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Organizations interested in applying for
this planning grant should respond to the notice of funding by Thursday, June 18 at 5 pm (ET).
As the lead agency for volunteerism and service, Volunteer Florida is working to support voluntary organizations across the state and nation by
sharing resources, surveying needs and requesting that continuity of operations plans be created to avoid any service delivery disruption.
Find more information on Volunteer Florida’s response to COVID-19 here. 
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Gov. Ron DeSantis and Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran on
Thursday outlined a plan to fully reopen school campuses in the fall.


It’s pricy.


The state will use more than a billion dollars in CARES Act money deposited
across four funds: the Governor’s, K-12, higher education and child care.


Of that money, the Department of Education’s plan details how the state will
use $474 million the department and Governor’s office have a say on.


The $224 million Child Care Fund will be used for first responders and health
care workers, emergency child care relief grants, high-quality reopening
support grants and the Successful Transition to Kindergarten program.


First Shot







The plan also includes assistance and recommendations for districts to consider
as they plan their fall reopening.


The overall goal of the outlay is limiting the achievement gap that was
exacerbated by the digital divide when the coronavirus pandemic shifted K-12
education from the classroom to the computer screen.


“Achievement gaps are expected to significantly widen across the nation due to
COVID-19-related school closures and the shift to distance learning,” DeSantis
said. “In Florida, we plan to work together to provide tools and strategies to
close the achievement gap.”


Of course, education outcomes aren’t the only concern for reopening. There’s
also the risk of unflattening the curve, which may already be happening
depending on whether one interprets the state’s weeklong spate of 1,000-plus
cases a day as a result of reopening or higher testing numbers.


To that end, the plan includes several recommendations that have become
commonplace in the coronavirus era: rigorous disinfecting and cleaning as well
as maintaining social distancing.


  


Positive cases:


— 67,456 FL residents (+1,677 since Wednesday)


— 1,613 Non-FL residents (+21 since Wednesday)


Origin:


— 2,234 Travel related


— 32,064 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,142 Both


— 31,016 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 11,571 in FL


Deaths:


— 2,848 in FL


Coronavirus Numbers


  


As of Wednesday:


Unemployment Numbers







Total claims: 2,436,366


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,239,552


— Claim verification queue: 173,430


— Claims processed: 2,066,122


— Claims paid: 1,349,589 (+14,374 since Tuesday)


Total paid out: $5.1 billion (+$140 million since Tuesday)


  


1. “Pentagon’s top general apologizes for appearing alongside Donald
Trump in Lafayette Square” via Dan Lamothe of The Washington Post


2. “The Millennial mental-health crisis” via Olga Khazan of The Atlantic


3. “Federal arrests show no sign that antifa plotted protests” via Neil
MacFarquhar, Alan Feuer and Adam Goldman of The New York Times


4. “National media coverage of Black Lives Matter had fallen during the
Trump Era — until now” via Dhrumil Mehta of FiveThirtyEight


5. “Long lines, delayed mail ballots portend November election chaos” via
Ryan Teague Beckwith and Kartikay Mehrotra of Bloomberg


6. “U.S. stocks end sharply lower as investors grow jittery” via Akane Otani
and Caitlin Ostroff of The Wall Street Journal


7. “Counting the days under virus lockdown by the length of Justin
Trudeau’s hair” via Catherine Porter of The New York Times


8. “Val Demings wants to investigate whether foreign adversaries are
exploiting protests” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics


9. “New weekly unemployment claims in Florida touch post-pandemic
low” via Rob Wile of the Miami Herald


10. “‘A heap of broken promises’: Democrats decry racial disparities in
unemployment, other issues” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


11. “August reopening: Ron DeSantis details CARES Act education
expenditures” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics


12. “GOP convention to Jacksonville? A Lenny Curry ‘plot’, says Audrey
Gibson” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


13. “Florida relaxes Bright Futures scholarship rules on volunteer hours,
test scores” via Ana Ceballos of News Service of Florida


Evening Reads
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14. “Former college athlete to decide if college athletes can make money”
via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics


15. "‘Equal footing, equal hoof’: Bear poaching crackdown teed for
Governor’s signoff” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


16. “Miami-Dade police to ban controversial chokehold tactic after
appeals from community” via Charles Rabin of the Miami Herald


  


“The message should be loud and clear. We are saying with a strong
recommendation to our great superintendents that we work with, we want
schools fully open in the fall because there is no better way to educate our kids
than have that great teacher in front of that child.” — Education Commissioner
Richard Corcoran, on reopening K-12 schools for the 2020-21 academic
year.


Quote of the Day


  Bill Day's Latest
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  Breakthrough Insights
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In a landmark decision, the U.S. Supreme Court on Monday ruled that the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits employers from discriminating against
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people.


Justice Neil Gorsuch, writing for the majority, said an “employer who fires an
individual for being homosexual or transgender is firing that person for traits
or actions it would not have questioned in members of a different sex. Sex
plays a necessary and undisguisable role in the decision, exactly what Title VII
forbids.”


The 6-3 ruling was welcomed by pro-LGBTQ rights politicians at all levels of
Florida government.


“The very essence of our state and country is that all people are created equal


First Shot







— and now, our nation’s highest court has affirmed that our LGBTQ
community is equal before the law. Today’s decision protects the rights of
eight million Americans in their workplace,” said Agriculture Commissioner
Nikki Fried, the only statewide elected Democrat.


“We welcome and embrace this decision in Florida, on behalf of the more than
700,000 LGBTQ people in our state who deserve equality and respect,”


The House Democratic caucus chimed in with slew statements. Among those
praising the ruling were the Legislature’s three openly LGBTQ elected
officials: West Park Rep. Shevrin Jones, Orlando Rep. Carlos Guillermo
Smith and Gulfport Rep. Jennifer Webb.


Smith said that while SCOTUS’ decision is was “tremendous,” there is still
work to be done.


“While this is a clear victory for LGBTQ workers, comprehensive legislation
to codify and extend these protections in areas such as housing and public
accommodations remains desperately needed. That’s why the Florida
Legislature must immediately pass the Florida Competitive Workforce Act,”
he said.


Some Republican lawmakers are aligned.


“This is great news for all Americans. Now It’s time for Florida to pass the
Competitive Workforce Act,” Tampa Rep. Jackie Toledo, one of the FCWA’s
House sponsors, said on Twitter.


The FCWA has been put forward for several Legislative Sessions, with more
co-sponsors — including GOP lawmakers — signing on every year. Hundreds
of major Florida employers also support the proposal.


John Tonnison, president of FCWA advocacy organization Florida Competes,
hailed the ruling “on behalf of 11 Fortune 500 companies, 37 large employers
and more than 450 small businesses” who have joined the coalition.


  


Positive cases:


— 75,388 FL residents (+1,738 since Sunday)


— 1,938 Non-FL residents (+20 since Sunday)


Origin:


— 2,271 Travel related


— 34,452 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,193 Both


Coronavirus Numbers







— 36,472 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 12,015 in FL


Deaths:


— 2,938 in FL


  


As of Sunday:


Total claims: 2,482,430


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,284,059


— Claim verification queue: 164,906


— Claims processed: 2,119,153


— Claims paid: 1,385,990 (+23,766 since Thursday)


Total paid out: $6.21 billion (+$887 million since Thursday)


Unemployment Numbers


  


1. “Justices rule LGBT people protected from job discrimination” via
Mark Sherman of The Associated Press


2. “Neil Gorsuch, conservative favorite appointed by Donald Trump, leads
way on landmark decision” via Michael D. Shear of The New York Times


3. “Joe Biden ‘in awe’ of his May fundraising haul” via A.G. Gancarski of
Florida Politics


4. “What does it mean to ‘defund the police’?” via Jack Evans and Romy
Ellenbogen of the Tampa Bay Times


5. “‘Lunacy’: Rick Scott pans ‘defund the police’ call” via A.G. Gancarski
of Florida Politics


6. “A conspiracy made in America may have been spread by Russia” via
Nicole Periroth of The New York Times


7. “FDA revokes emergency authorization for antimalarial drugs touted
by Trump as COVID-19 treatment” via Laurie McGinley and Carolyn Y.
Johnson of The Washington Post


8. “Tech firms that spy on your location join government in pandemic
fight” via Sam Schechner, Kirsten Grind and Patience Haggin of The Wall


Evening Reads
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Street Journal


9. “Kareem Abdul-Jabbar: Why 'Gone With the Wind' needs a warning
label, not a ban” via The Hollywood Reporter


10.. “For black producers, canceling ‘Cops’ is an empty gesture” via Joe
Flint and John Jurgensen of The Wall Street Journal


11. “Judge won’t delay Amendment 4 felon vote ruling as Ron DeSantis
appeals” via Dara Kam of News Service of Florida


12. “Florida welcoming visitors again” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics


13. “COVID calls canceled” via Christine Jordan Sexton of News Service of
Florida


14. “Fired data scientist offers an alternative to Dept. of Health’s COVID
dashboard” via Isaac Morgan of the Florida Phoenix


15. “Ahead of GOP Convention, Jacksonville Mayor signs off on LGBT
rights bill” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


16. “Andrew Warren will not prosecute 67 protesters arrested in George
Floyd demonstrations” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics


17. “‘I fired the bad cops’: Gregory Tony focuses on excessive force in first
TV ad” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics
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“The single most ridiculous and irresponsible policy idea that has been
suggested in my lifetime can be summed up in three words: ‘Defund the
police.’ And yet, it is actually being discussed and debated as if there are pros
and cons to it by those on the Left. There are no ‘pros’ to defunding the police.
There are no coherent arguments for this lunacy.” — U.S. Sen. Rick Scott, on
defunding the police


Quote of the Day


  Bill Day's Latest
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From: DOH COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE
Subject: COVID-19 Daily Media Clips for 6.10.20 (Evening)
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 5:17:58 PM


COVID-19 Evening Media Clips
 
 
 


Television
 


0:22
PlayDirect Link
NBC 6 South Florida News at 11am
Time Jun 10, 2020 11:09 AM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 11:09 AM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WTVJ (NBC)
Market DMA: 16 Miami, FL
Language English
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1:17
PlayDirect Link
WESH 2 News on CW 18 at 9am
Time Jun 10, 2020 9:38 AM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 9:38 AM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WKCF (CW)
Market DMA: 18 Orlando, FL
Language English
 
 
 


Print
 
Cases rising as death toll jumps; Toll in county up by 15 as state nears 3,000 deaths from
coronavirus
Date Collected Jun 10, 2020 10:51 AM EDT
Category Local
Source The Palm Beach Post
Author By Jane Musgrave, The Palm Beach Post
Market United States
Language English
 
A near record-high 15 people were reported dead from COVID-19 in Palm Beach County on Tuesday,
as the number of cases continued to increase throughout the state.
 
Of the 15 county residents who died, seven lived in long-term care facilities, according to a daily
report from the Florida Department of Health.
 
However, while 10 of those who died were over the age of 65, a 37-year-old man and three other
men in their 50s also succumbed to the disease.
 



https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#clip/view/1648e6d5-f47a-4be8-8f97-f43c08f6f864?token=99c4f33e-8142-4f75-9ae6-ed854200a58d

https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#clip/view/1648e6d5-f47a-4be8-8f97-f43c08f6f864?token=99c4f33e-8142-4f75-9ae6-ed854200a58d

https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#/clip/share/dc40c4ee-5a40-45dd-afd1-4b63bece4770?fullText=true&width=900

https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#/clip/share/dc40c4ee-5a40-45dd-afd1-4b63bece4770?fullText=true&width=900

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/





Deaths in nursing homes account for 50% of the COVID-19 fatalities statewide. A whopping 85% of
the deaths have been among those over the age of 65.
 
The newly reported deaths, following several days when few deaths were reported, raised the
county's death toll to 401. Statewide, an additional 53 deaths were
 
reported, pushing the total number of fatalities statewide to 2,851.
 
Since the state reported the county's first death from COVID-19 on March 22, there have only been
two days - April 28 and May 21 - when more than 15 people have been reported dead. Seventeen
people were reported dead on both of those days.
 
The increased number of deaths comes as the tally of confirmed cases continue to grow throughout
the state.
 
Nearly 1,100 new coronavirus cases were logged on Tuesday meaning 66,000 state residents have
been infected with the deadly disease since early March, state health officials said.
 
It is the sixth time over the past seven days that the number of new cases has jumped by more than
1,000. The only three-digit drop came on Monday when 966 new cases were reported.
 
There hasn't been such a long string of 1,000 new cases a day since early April when the pandemic
was near its peak, most stores were closed and state residents were under stay-at-home orders.
 
The trend was mirrored in Palm Beach County where 189 new cases were reported, pushing the
overall number of people infected to 7,518.
 
Like the state, the number of cases has ballooned in the past week with nearly 1,300 new cases
reported, a 20.9% seven-day jump.
 
Three weeks ago, Broward County had 1,670 cases more than the less populous Palm Beach County.
The gap between the two South Florida counties has now narrowed to 517, with Broward reporting
8,035 cases.
 
When life-paralyzing restrictions were eased last month, state and county officials said they
expected the number of cases would increase. County officials repeated that expectation on Friday,
when they asked Gov. Ron DeSantis to further lift restrictions that have thrown tens of thousands
out of work.
 
"It will continue to spread," County Mayor Dave Kerner said. "But we're trying to make sure it stays
flat and doesn't reach that surge level."
 
More positive cases will be discovered as more people are tested, county Health Director Dr. Alina
Alonso has said.
 







As of Tuesday, nearly 1.25 million test results had been received, about 209,000 more than seven
days ago, state officials reported.
 
Further, the percentage of those testing positive has plateaued or dropped, Alonso and others have
said. Of those who have been tested statewide, only 5.2% have received positive results.
 
The county's so-called positivity rate has been dropping as well, they say. Once over 15%, it is now at
7.9%. The rates throughout South Florida, which account for roughly 54% of all cases and deaths,
have been dropping as well.
 
In Broward County, 6.2% of those tested have learned they are infected. In Miami-Dade County, the
epicenter for the pandemic in the state, the number has dropped to 9.4%.
 
A rate under 10%, state health officials have maintained, indicates that the disease is on the wane.
 
Officials also point to other positive metrics, including the drop in the number of people hospitalized
for treatment of COVID-19.
 
In the past two weeks, 253 county residents were hospitalized, state health officials said. In first two
weeks of May, before restrictions were eased, 312 went to the hospital for treatment of COVID-19.
 
Hospital data released by the state's Agency for Health Care Administration shows ICU beds fully
booked at JFK and Lakeside medical centers.
 
Since the pandemic began, 11,185 people, including 1,334 in the county, have been hospitalized for
COVID-19, the Department of Health reports.
 
 
 
Florida adds another 1,371 coronavirus cases as deaths pass 2,800
Date Collected Jun 10, 2020 11:43 AM EDT
Category Blog
Source Orlando Sentinel
Author Tiffini Theisen
Market United States
Language English
 
A near record-high 15 people were reported dead from COVID-19 in Palm Beach County on Tuesday,
as the number of cases continued to increase throughout the state.
 
Of the 15 county residents who died, seven lived in long-term care facilities, according to a daily
report from the Florida Department of Health.
 
However, while 10 of those who died were over the age of 65, a 37-year-old man and three other
men in their 50s also succumbed to the disease.
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Deaths in nursing homes account for 50% of the COVID-19 fatalities statewide. A whopping 85% of
the deaths have been among those over the age of 65.
 
The newly reported deaths, following several days when few deaths were reported, raised the
county's death toll to 401. Statewide, an additional 53 deaths were
 
reported, pushing the total number of fatalities statewide to 2,851.
 
Since the state reported the county's first death from COVID-19 on March 22, there have only been
two days - April 28 and May 21 - when more than 15 people have been reported dead. Seventeen
people were reported dead on both of those days.
 
The increased number of deaths comes as the tally of confirmed cases continue to grow throughout
the state.
 
Nearly 1,100 new coronavirus cases were logged on Tuesday meaning 66,000 state residents have
been infected with the deadly disease since early March, state health officials said.
 
It is the sixth time over the past seven days that the number of new cases has jumped by more than
1,000. The only three-digit drop came on Monday when 966 new cases were reported.
 
There hasn't been such a long string of 1,000 new cases a day since early April when the pandemic
was near its peak, most stores were closed and state residents were under stay-at-home orders.
 
The trend was mirrored in Palm Beach County where 189 new cases were reported, pushing the
overall number of people infected to 7,518.
 
Like the state, the number of cases has ballooned in the past week with nearly 1,300 new cases
reported, a 20.9% seven-day jump.
 
Three weeks ago, Broward County had 1,670 cases more than the less populous Palm Beach County.
The gap between the two South Florida counties has now narrowed to 517, with Broward reporting
8,035 cases.
 
When life-paralyzing restrictions were eased last month, state and county officials said they
expected the number of cases would increase. County officials repeated that expectation on Friday,
when they asked Gov. Ron DeSantis to further lift restrictions that have thrown tens of thousands
out of work.
 
"It will continue to spread," County Mayor Dave Kerner said. "But we're trying to make sure it stays
flat and doesn't reach that surge level."
 
More positive cases will be discovered as more people are tested, county Health Director Dr. Alina
Alonso has said.







 
As of Tuesday, nearly 1.25 million test results had been received, about 209,000 more than seven
days ago, state officials reported.
 
Further, the percentage of those testing positive has plateaued or dropped, Alonso and others have
said. Of those who have been tested statewide, only 5.2% have received positive results.
 
The county's so-called positivity rate has been dropping as well, they say. Once over 15%, it is now at
7.9%. The rates throughout South Florida, which account for roughly 54% of all cases and deaths,
have been dropping as well.
 
In Broward County, 6.2% of those tested have learned they are infected. In Miami-Dade County, the
epicenter for the pandemic in the state, the number has dropped to 9.4%.
 
A rate under 10%, state health officials have maintained, indicates that the disease is on the wane.
 
Officials also point to other positive metrics, including the drop in the number of people hospitalized
for treatment of COVID-19.
 
In the past two weeks, 253 county residents were hospitalized, state health officials said. In first two
weeks of May, before restrictions were eased, 312 went to the hospital for treatment of COVID-19.
 
Hospital data released by the state's Agency for Health Care Administration shows ICU beds fully
booked at JFK and Lakeside medical centers.
 
Since the pandemic beagan, 11,185 people, including 1,334 in the county, have been hospitalized for
COVID-19, the Department of Health reports.
 
Another 20,720 test results since Tuesday brings the statewide total to more than 1.28 million tests.
The latest update shows a daily positive rate of 6.6%. For the year, the positive rate ticked up slightly
to 5.3%.
 
Central Florida now has 7,124 cases, an increase of 203 over Tuesday. There are 93 new cases in
Orange County for a total of 2,542; 44 in Polk for 1,287; 12 in Volusia for 849; eight in Osceola for
770; 29 in Seminole for 585; 13 in Brevard for 484; three in Lake for 342; and one in Sumter 265.
 
Two more deaths were recorded in Central Florida: a 95-year-old woman in Polk County and 80-
year-old man in Orange. The region’s death toll now stands at 241.
 
Polk leads the region in fatalities with 71, followed by Orange and Volusia with 46 each, Osceola with
21, Sumter with 17, Lake with 15, Brevard with 13 and Seminole with 12.
 
South Florida, home to 29% of Florida’s population, remains the hardest-hit region, accounting for
nearly 54% of cases with 36,148 total. That includes 615 new cases reported Wednesday among
Miami-Dade (20,277), Broward (8,193), and Palm Beach (7,678) counties. South Florida also has the







most deaths at 1,530, which is nearly 55% of the state’s fatalities, and includes 22 new deaths
reported Wednesday.
 
The state’s deadliest day remains May 4 with 59 reported fatalities, according to the Florida
Department of Health. In April, the U.S. peaked at nearly 2,300 deaths in one day.
 
Nationwide, there are over 1.9 million cases with over 112,000 deaths. Worldwide, there are over
7.2 million cases and over 412,000 deaths, according to the Johns Hopkins University & Medicine
Coronavirus Resource Center.
 
The U.S. has the most fatalities by far, followed by the United Kingdom with over 40,000, Brazil with
over 38,000, Italy with over 34,000, France with over 29,000, and Spain with over 27,000.
 
Within the U.S., New York has the most deaths with over 30,000, followed by New Jersey with over
12,000.
 
Florida ranks 11th in fatalities, but with more than 21 million in population and less than 1 in
100,000 deaths in the state, it ranks in the mid-20s for death rate.
 
 
 
More than 1,300 coronavirus cases reported as health experts keep close watch
Date Collected Jun 10, 2020 12:29 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Tampa Bay Times
Author Romy EllenbogenBreaking News Reporter — Health
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
On Wednesday, Florida added another 1,371 coronavirus cases and 38 new deaths as experts watch,
waiting to see if it indicates a second wave of the disease or just more people getting tested.
 
More than three months after the first recorded coronavirus case in Florida and more than a month
after the state’s reopening began, 67,371 people have come down with COVID-19, the respiratory
disease caused by the coronavirus. The number of people hospitalized with the most severe
symptoms of the disease is 11,345.
 
The death count now stands at 2,889.
 
Nearly every day for the past week, the number of new coronavirus cases has topped 1,000. Florida
health officials attributed the increase to more people getting tested. More than 1.2 million
Floridians have been tested for coronavirus, with 5.3 percent of the tests coming back positive.
 
But the state health director in Hillsborough County said Tuesday that across Florida, the number of
positive tests per 100,000 people is increasing.
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Dr. Marissa Levine, a professor of public health and family medicine at the University of South
Florida, said she would be cautious about attributing the high number of new cases to testing alone.
 
Levine said she’s closely watching the number of hospitalizations and deaths.
 
“I still believe people who are at higher risk of deaths and complication are cautious and aren’t
necessarily as mobile as the younger population,” she said. “If that were to change, we might see a
more rapid rise in hospitalizations and deaths.”
 
Half of all deaths in the state can be attributed to long-term care facilities, which house elderly
people who are especially at risk if they get coronavirus.
 
Four new deaths and 248 new cases were reported Wednesday in the Tampa Bay area, according to
the state data.
 
The highest number of new cases was in Hillsborough, where local leaders are concerned after
recently seeing the highest number of single-day new cases in the area.
 
There was one new death in Hillsborough, one in Manatee, one in Pinellas and one in Polk.
 
As of the latest counts, Hillsborough has 3,027 cases and 97 deaths; Pinellas has 1,746 cases and 101
deaths; Polk has 1,287 cases and 71 deaths; Manatee has 1,245 cases and 114 deaths; Pasco has 457
cases and 16 deaths; Citrus has 130 cases and 12 deaths; and Hernando has 129 cases and six
deaths.
 
 
 
Key indicators raise concerns among local officials about coronavirus resurgence; Positive tests
per 100,000 people are increasing, a state health official says. The numbers were high in
Hillsborough at the start of reopening and are only climbing higher.
Date Collected Jun 10, 2020 12:17 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Tampa Bay Times
Author Anastasia Dawson
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
Local elected officials say the latest coronavirus numbers give them new cause for concern as people
are venturing out again and demonstrators take to the streets.
 
For each of the past seven days, every day but Monday, the number of new coronavirus cases
reported across Florida has topped 1,000 - a pattern not seen since coronavirus in Florida hit its first
peak in early April. Tuesday, the state reported 1,096 new patients and 53 deaths over a 24-hour
period. The total number of cases in the state hit 66,000.Hillsborough County saw its highest single-
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day return of positive coronavirus test results on Monday with 113. It was the third time in the past
week that the county hit a new record. It was enough to make county officials renew a familiar
message in a news release Tuesday evening, urging residents to "diligently practice social distancing
and to wear face coverings when out in public."On Friday, Gov.
 
Ron DeSantis announced Phase 2 of his plan to gradually reopen the state's economy, allowing more
businesses to welcome back customers. Tuesday also was the 11th day in a row that demonstrators
across Tampa Bay have marched and rallied against police brutality in response to the death of
George Floyd in Minneapolis police custody on March 25.
 
"I stated from the very beginning that as we opened up our community we would see an increase in
positive cases of COVID-19," Tampa Mayor Jane Castor said. "And we all know, too, that the science
shows the COVID-19 virus disproportionately affects black and brown communities, so bringing
hundreds of individuals in close contact, talking very loudly - that's also been shown to increase
transmission.
 
"St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman echoed those concerns but said it's too soon to know whether
demonstrations have contributed to the rise in the number of coronavirus cases. A key figure for
Kriseman, and for health officials, is the percentage of tests that turn out positive.
 
"We want to see it decrease," Kriseman said.
 
As to whether he would slow down the reopening plans DeSantis put in place, Kriseman said, "If we
believe that's something that we need to do so we don't see a surge ... then that's something that
we'll do. It's not going to be based on politics, it's going to be based on data.
 
"Florida health officials attributed the rising number of positive tests statewide to a hopeful
development - a sharp increase in the number of people getting tested.
 
Still, the number of positive tests per 100,000 people in Florida is also increasing, said Dr. Douglas
Holt, Department of Health director in Hillsborough County. In Hillsborough, the numbers were high
at the start of the state's reopening and are only climbing higher, Holt said. The number of tests has
increased in Hillsborough from about 500 tests per day in May to 1,800 per day this past week. At
the same time, the number of deaths has fallen significantly in the county because fewer older
people are coming down with the virus as longterm care facilities wind up their campaign to get
residents tested.
 
Now, more of those becoming infected with COVID-19, the respiratory disease caused by the
coronavirus, are ages 25 to 44. They account for about 32 percent of all patients in Hillsborough
County, dropping the average age of those testing positive from 47 to 44, Holt said.
 
As patients skew younger, the rate of new hospitalizations has dropped from 127 per day to 110 per
day in the past week and the county has recorded a low rate of fatalities - just 3 percent of the 3,000
cases it tracks, Holt said.But these decreases only tell part of the story, said Dr. Charles Lockwood,
dean of the USF Health Morsani College of Medicine.







 
Hospitalizations and deaths are lagging indicators, reflecting what happened in the past, Lockwood
said. He also noted that Tampa General Hospital has seen a recent uptick in admissions for COVID-
19, even as Hillsborough County authorities say the county is in good shape overall in the key
measure of hospital occupancy. Coronavirus patients account for about 25 percent.
 
"So while I suspect the majority of the increase in cases is due to increased testing, a lack of
compliance with physical distancing and facial coverings following the re-opening of the county likely
accounts for a portion of cases," Lockwood said. "It is critical that folks socially distance and wear
masks in public.
 
"To help prevent the spread of the virus, Lockwood has recommended 150 tests per 100,000
residents every day, or 2,250 tests per day in Hillsborough County. That's well above the current
level of 1,400 per day.Pinellas, Manatee and Sarasota counties have already reached the
recommended level.
 
Lockwood predicts a continued increase in infections with the rush to return to normal and with the
continued demonstrations against police brutality. Fortunately, he said, the victims will be mostly
younger people at much lower risk of hospitalization and death. Still, even if they show no
symptoms, as in the case of sailors aboard the aircraft carrier Theodore Roosevelt, they may infect
others, he said."They should all be tested ASAP."
 
 
 
1,371 people test positive for COVID-19, another 38 deaths
Date Collected Jun 10, 2020 12:51 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
State health officials reported an additional 1,371 new COVID-19 cases and 38 deaths tied to the
virus Wednesday.
 
In total, 67,371 people have been diagnosed with the disease in the state and 2,889 people have
died. Those fatal cases include 88 non-Floridians, two of whom were confirmed dead since Tuesday’s
report.
 
Department of Health (DOH) data also shows that 11,621 people have been hospitalized with the
disease, including 276 non-residents.
 
On Tuesday, the state reported 1,096 new cases of the novel coronavirus in its 10 a.m. report, which
included cases from both Tuesday morning and part of the day prior. But throughout the day,
officials confirmed 1,252 new cases, extending the streak of more than 1,000 daily COVID-19 cases
to eight days beginning June 2, the longest since the disease was confirmed in the state in March.
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This week, Gov. Ron DeSantis defended the rising number of new cases, arguing the state is now
testing three times as many people as it was in early April, the last time DOH was consistently
reporting 1,000 new cases per day.
 
 
While a smaller share of those tested are returning positive now compared to April, the two-week
average rate of people who tested positive for the first time has grown from 2.8% to 3.8%
throughout the still-young Month of June. DeSantis has touted the daily new positivity rate, which
eliminates follow-up tests for people who already had the virus, as his preferred metric to evaluate
the state’s progress in battling COVID-19.
 
DOH received test results for 23,841 people Tuesday. As of Wednesday’s report, 1.3 million
individuals have been tested for COVID-19 in Florida.
 
Florida has received as many as 77,934 individuals’ results in a single day, but DeSantis and Division
of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz have said the demand for tests falls short of
the state’s expanded testing apparatus.
 
South Florida’s Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach counties still remain the state’s largest hot
spots of the virus since DOH officials confirmed the first two Florida cases three months ago and did
not enter Phase Two together with the state’s 64 other counties.
 
Since Tuesday’s report, 297 people in Miami-Dade County have tested positive, raising the overall
COVID-19 caseload there to 20,277 people. Ten Miami-Dade residents were confirmed dead, raising
the death toll there among Floridians to 774 and 797 total.
 
 
Broward County registered 158 new cases, raising its total to 8,193, and three residents died there,
raising the death toll among residents to 349, plus 21 non-residents. Palm Beach County is
approaching Broward’s count with 7,678 cases after DOH showed 160 new reports and nine resident
deaths, now 397 total with an additional 13 non-resident deaths.
 
Hillsborough County on Wednesday became the fourth county with 3,000 cases, with 3,027 total.
Three others have more than 2,000 COVID-19 cases: Orange with 2,542, Lee with 2,422 and Collier
with 2,230. Four more have upward of 1,000 cases: Duval with 1,848, Pinellas with 1,746, Polk with
1,287 and Manatee, surpassed by Polk Tuesday, with 1,245.
 
Martin County is the next closest to crossing that threshold, now with 958 cases. Escambia County
has 915 cases.
 
 
 
Walton County moving into some targeted testing for COVID-19
Date Collected Jun 10, 2020 2:58 PM EDT
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Category Local
Source Northwest Florida Daily News
Author Jim Thompson
Market Fort Walton Beach, FL
Language English
 
The Florida Department of Health in Walton County is moving into more targeted testing for COVID-
19, the serious respiratory illness caused by the new coronavirus continuing to spread across the
country and the world.
 
While the health department will continue testing to meet the state-directed benchmark of testing
2% of the local population per month, it also will be testing specific local populations, according to
Florida Department of Health in Walton County Administrator Holly Holt.
 
“We’re looking at churches, we’re looking at different ethnicities where we can go in and do some
testing to see what we might find — some specific hot spots, maybe — in our county,” Holt told the
Walton County Board of County Commissioners at their Tuesday meeting.
 
Holt went on to clarify that by “hot spots,” she meant areas where more testing might provide
important information on the spread of COVID-19 in the county, and not necessarily areas where
COVID-19 presents any immediate danger to public health.
 
Walton County Administrator Larry Jones, who asked Holt Tuesday for clarification of the term “hot
spots,” said, “I didn’t want the public to think you’re going to come out with a list that says, ‘Stay
away from here, here or here.’”
 
“We can’t really do that,” Holt responded, “unless it is something that we find out that is a problem
to our community.” And even then, she added, “we have to go through the proper legal chains with
that to make everyone aware of that kind of thing (high numbers of positive COVID-19 tests in a
specific area), but right now, we do not have that.”
 
As the county health department continues its efforts to meet the 2% testing directive from the
state, it is going to offer by-appointment drive-thru testing on Wednesdays at individual offices
around the county.
 
The free testing will be offered from 8:30 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. on those days, which began earlier
this week at the health department’s Coastal Branch in Santa Rosa Beach. On June 17, drive-thru
testing will be offered at the health department’s Paxton branch at 21505 U.S. Highway 331 North in
Laurel Hill. On June 24, testing will be offered in DeFuniak Springs at 362 Florida Highway 83.
Interested persons can call (850) 401-6453 to schedule an appointment.
 
The free by-appointment drive-thru testing effort will continue in July, Holt said, with a
concentration on coastal southern Walton County.
 
“We’re actually going to do two Coastal Branch tests in July,” Holt said. “I really want to see what’s
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going on in that south end of the county with the tourists.”
 
The southern end of the county, jammed with short-term rental condominiums, resorts, third-party
lodgings through companies like Airbnb and Vrbo, and hotel rooms, attracts visitors from around the
country, including areas where COVID-19 has been problematic.
 
A March 27 executive order from Gov. Ron DeSantis banned short-term vacation rentals statewide in
an effort to keep people from problematic areas from coming to Walton County and elsewhere in
the state to ride out their local stay-at-home orders. Some short-term rental operators in Walton
County, however, continued to offer their accommodations during the ban.
 
The ban was lifted May 19, after the state ratified a Walton County plan for reopening short-term
vacation rentals under the terms of state guidance.
 
With regard to recent COVID-19 testing, Holt told commissioners Tuesday that the county exceeded
the 2 percent state-directed threshold, administering nearly 1,500 COVID-19 tests. Six of those tests
were positive for COVID-19, she told commissioners.
 
Thus far in June, Holt said, nearly 150 tests had been administered as of Tuesday. “We have had a
couple of positives come back from that,” Holt told commissioners.
 
Countywide as of late Wednesday morning — the latest figures available — Walton County had
recorded 135 positive COVID-19 cases, with the latest two cases being a 40-year-old female Florida
resident and a 64-year-old male non-Florida resident.
 
The majority of the county’s positive COVID-19 cases have been reported in DeFuniak Springs, which
had posted 81 cases as of late Wednesday morning.
 
Those cases, including the county’s nine COVID-19 deaths, have been concentrated among residents
and staff at Chautauqua Rehabilitation and Nursing Center, operated by Louisville, Kentucky-based
Signature HealthCARE.
 
Elsewhere in the county, 23 COVID-19 cases have been reported in Santa Rosa Beach, with eight
cases in Freeport, three in Miramar Beach, two in Ponce de Leon and one in Laurel Hill-Paxton. Santa
Rosa Beach and Miramar Beach are in the southern edge of the county, where Holt said she wants to
concentrate COVID-19 testing in July.
 
Seventeen out-of-county residents tested in Walton County were positive for COVID-19, according
to the Wednesday figures from the Florida Department of Health in Walton County.
 
Also according to those figures, there have been 19 hospitalizations in Walton County for COVID-19.
As of Tuesday, according to Holt, one of those patients was in intensive care.
 
“The age range (of the county’s positive COVID-19 tests) is quite interesting,” Holt also told
commissioners Tuesday. “We range from 1 year to 101 years old, so we cover basically the entire







span.”
 
On a related note, Holt told commissioners that contact tracing — tracking down people who had
contact with someone who tested positive for COVID-19 “is growing by leaps and bounds” in the
county.
 
″... (A)s we find one individual, we find another one that we have to test, and then another one, then
another one,” Holt said.
 
 
 
Florida Tourism Starting to Show Life
Date Collected Jun 10, 2020 3:09 PM EDT
Category Consumer
Source Travel Pulse
Market United States
Language English
 
It seems as though discussions about tourism returning to Florida have centered mostly on Walt
Disney World and Universal Studios, the two major theme parks in Orlando.
 
And that’s fair.
 
After all, WDW and Universal are among the biggest attractions in the world. And, as such, all eyes
have been on the two parks—including from industry leaders of other tourist destinations—to
dictate the course of action in response to the coronavirus pandemic.
 
But Florida is much more than just the House of Mouse or the home of Harry Potter.
 
The state’s beaches, hotels and other attractions have slowly begun to reopen and are showing signs
of life from what can only be described as the devastating effects of COVID-19.
 
The numbers don’t lie.
 
For the week ending February 23, 2020, Florida’s hotel revenue was running $33.9 million ahead of
what it made last year at the same time, according to Visit Florida. A month later, for the week
ending March 22—little more than 10 days after Major League Baseball’s spring training closed
down, the state’s four combined National Basketball Association and National Hockey League
franchises stopped playing, and the annual beach bacchanalia known as spring break was halted—
hotel revenue was at its lowest point, down $461 million compared to the same time period in 2019.
 
So where does Florida tourism stand at the moment?
 
Let’s just say that it’s low tide right now with the hopes that high tide will shortly come roaring in.
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If it’s one thing Florida has, it’s spectacular beaches. While the east coast of Florida has easily
identifiable names like Miami Beach, Fort Lauderdale and Daytona Beach, the western side of the
state on the Gulf of Mexico features peaceful, tranquil, amazing beaches such as Siesta Key outside
Sarasota and Sanibel Island off of Fort Myers.
 
Research by Visit Sarasota County and The Beaches of Fort Myers & Sanibel shows that right now,
consumers who are willing to travel are looking for beaches and other uncrowded areas within
reasonable driving distance of their homes. The key is short, quick getaways, said Virginia Haley,
president of Visit Sarasota County.
 
“A lot of what we’re seeing right now tends to be very close to home,” Haley said.
 
While most of Florida’s beaches in virtually every part of the start are open, other parts aren’t just
yet. You can bike or drive through Sanibel’s famed J.N. “Ding” Darling Wildlife Refuge, but the area’s
buildings are closed and you can’t walk through the preserve.
 
Social distancing at the beach is, of course, encouraged. Practiced? Not so much, but they are trying.
 
At the moment, per the orders of Gov. Ron DeSantis, restrictions remain in place on visitors from
New York, New Jersey and Connecticut. Tourists from those states must quarantine for a period of
14 days or however long their visit is if it’s two weeks or less, whatever is shortest.
 
Florida might not have to worry about that for a few more weeks or months though, Haley said.
 
“I think disposable income is going to hold back travel and tourism probably into all of 2021,” Haley
said. “Even if you’re lucky enough to still have a job, there’s a good chance you’ve had a pay cut.
Travel and tourism have huge unemployment, but you see huge cutbacks in all kinds of industries.
Disposable income is going to be a big challenge for people.”
 
Also missing from that equation? International tourists.
 
Elliott Falcione, executive director of the Bradenton Area Convention and Visitors Bureau, said
visitors from Europe are so important that Manatee County has maintained a public relations office
in the United Kingdom even through the pandemic.
 
“To maintain the UK office is going to cost us $50,000 to $60,000 between now and the end of the
calendar year. I believe it’s money well spent, even if it doesn’t recover until the fall or 12 months
from now,” Falcione said. “They need to know that we’re serious and helping us stay top of mind
with customers is paramount to us.”
 
Attractions have reopened for the most part, albeit with capacity restrictions. The Kennedy Space
Center in Cocoa Beach, for example, reopened on May 28 with limited attendance—encouraging
advance daily admission purchases—and provisions in place that include requiring face coverings for
employees and guests, temperature screenings of all employees and guests prior to entry, a
reduction in operating hours to allow more time for cleaning and sanitizing, and implementing social







distancing practices.
 
The Space Center did lower daily admission prices to $29.99 plus tax for adults and $24.99 plus tax
for children during this initial reopening. In addition to admission to the visitor complex, guests will
receive a complimentary admission ticket valid for use beginning January 1, 2021, through
December 25, 2021, which will be provided upon arrival to the visitor complex.
 
SeaWorld is expected to reopen on June 11. Disney is set to open the Magic Kingdom and Animal
Kingdom on July 11 and reopen Epcot and Hollywood Studios on July 15.
 
According to the Tampa Bay Times, a checkpoint intended to reduce the spread of the virus by
limiting access to the Florida Keys was lifted after two months on Monday. The Key West Chamber of
Commerce said on its website that lodging will be limited to 50 percent of standard occupancy for
the beginning stages of reopening.
 
One of the big attractions in the Keys, the open-air interactive aquarium Theater of the Sea, located
in Islamorada, reopened its dolphin, sea turtle and shark programs on June 1. Rachel Moss, assistant
curator, said interactions will be kept to one family/friend group per program. Space is limited and
visitors are urged to call or book online.
 
The state is doing what it can to help.
 
In the northeast part of Florida, St. John’s County—home to the nation’s oldest settlement, St.
Augustine, founded in 1565—the Industrial Development Authority has awarded a total of $170,000
to 34 local small businesses. It’s all part of a potential $2 million in awards as part of recovery plans
from the coronavirus pandemic for an area heavily reliant on tourists who visit St. Augustine’s
beaches, visit its Spanish forts, eat at its restaurants and wander its museums.
 
 
 
Port Orange sponsors drive-thru coronavirus testing site
Date Collected Jun 10, 2020 3:47 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Daytona Beach News Journal
Author Casmira Harrison
Market Daytona Beach, FL
Language English
 
A couple dozen health care workers on Wednesday clad in masks and disposable scrubs darted
between tents and shade to keep out of the heat, efficiently shuffling cars through the new drive-
thru coronavirus testing site alongside the Halifax River.
 
Kayakers paddled slowly past as cars drove up to one of the area’s more scenic COVID-19 testing
sites. By the time the afternoon sun was high overhead, scrub-clad nurses from the Florida
Department of Health in Volusia County had already gathered nearly 200 swab samples.
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“It’s been going great,” said Melanie Black, public health preparedness manager with the health
department. “Hopefully we’ll do around 250 today. It’s free. There’s no cost, and nobody has to be
symptomatic. Anybody that wants to be tested, can be tested.”
 
The site — the first of its kind managed by the Department of Health and sponsored by the City of
Port Orange — will also conduct testing Thursday and Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. with the goal of
testing 250 people per day.
 
Those interested in getting tested can enter the site from the westbound, right-hand lane of the Port
Orange Causeway and turn north on Halifax Drive. Activity and vehicle access to the road is limited
to vehicles seeking testing, but there’s a turn-around on city property for drivers who found they
entered the queue by accident.
 
Few cars could be seen at noon on Herbert Street, where the swab samples were being taken, but
Black said the site opened to a double line of vehicles backed up to Dunlawton Avenue when they
opened.
 
“We had one-way traffic and two lanes, and then we have testing on both sides,” said Black, as Pam
Jones, a registered nurse, reached into a vehicle to collect a swab sample and then watched the pink
car drive away.
 
 
The whole process took a few minutes.
 
Black said that people can call in and pre-register through the health department so their paperwork
is filled out before they get to the site, saving time, but that isn’t a requirement.
 
“We’re happy to see anyone who comes up,” said Black. “And even though this is a drive-thru, we’re
being flexible. If we have someone that walks up or comes up on a bike. We’re testing them as well.
We’re not turning anyone away.”
 
Call 386-274-0500 and select (#) for coronavirus information from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., seven days a
week to pre-register. Test results are expected to take seven days.
 
 
 
 
 








From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: County Health Systems
Subject: Fw: Republican National Convention
Date: Monday, July 6, 2020 4:34:41 PM
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Letter to Dr. Rolle.docx


Good afternoon,


I received this email.  It has been shared with my local legal counsel, her supervisor, and
general counsel.  I am awaiting a response.


From: Frank Denton <frankmdenton@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 3:56 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Republican National Convention
 
Dear Dr. Rolle,
Please read attached letter.
Thank you,
Frank M. Denton, Ph.D.



mailto:Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov

mailto:CountyHealthSystems@flhealth.gov





July 5, 2020





Dear Dr. Rolle:


I am a volunteer helping a group of prominent Jacksonville attorneys who, working pro bono for concerned local people and organizations, will petition a state court to intervene in the plan to hold the Republican National Convention here even as the COVID-19 pandemic worsens.


The convention promises to pack the 15,000-seat VyStar Veterans Memorial Arena in violation of state and local mandates to avoid large gatherings, maintain social distancing and wear face masks. Please see this story from The New York Times this past week:


https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/29/us/politics/rnc-masks-convention.html


	The legal action will not seek to stop the convention but, rather, require it to be conducted in a safe manner as prescribed by public-health experts like you. The plaintiffs are not acting politically and, in fact, point out that the convention could be held more safely in the nearby TIAA Bank Field, which is open-air and much larger and would allow social distancing.


	We are asking if you would be willing to sign an affidavit, or at least a letter, with your opinion about the public-health implications of packing 15,000 people inside a closed arena. The lawyers would be happy to prepare an affidavit with your positions for your review and approval.


	We believe this is the last chance to avert what could be a public-health disaster for the people of greater Jacksonville, as well as the attendees at the convention and their later social contacts in every state.


	Will you help us?


Sincerely,


Frank M. Denton, Ph.D.





frankmdenton@gmail.com


904-832-5655










From: Henley, Christa R
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Subject: RE: Keep Your Head Up!
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Boss lady!!
 
Your cool points just went up by 1,000,000!! What you know about TUPAC??!! I love it  Thanks for all
you do! Be encouraged!
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:38 PM
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users <_CHD16all@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Keep Your Head Up!
 


Good afternoon Team Duval!


 


We are now into Week 25 of our County Health Department COVID-19 response.  A
lot has happened since I last wrote you.  We have had several team members retire
or simply decide to pursue other opportunities.  We have celebrated births, marriages,
graduations and various life events all while attempting to serve the community.  As
we were busy doing the work of public health, the world began to spiral out of control.
The COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to slowly increase, and we watched in
disbelief as the world took to the streets in response to the recent events in the United
States.  During this time, we also learned that Jacksonville would host the Republican
National Convention.  So much has happened indeed.


Please know that our work is valuable and must continue.  Now more than ever, we
need to ride the wave and build a better boat.  Or to put it a different way…in the
words of Tupac Shakur, “Keep Your Head Up!”  I know that some of you are tired and
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you’re wondering when will it end?  While others are thinking, “This is what we live
for!”, “This is what we do!”.  I say to you “Keep Your Head Up!”  Public health is on
display.  Although you may not be activated to work the COVID-19 response at this
time, you are still a public health ambassador.  Your words mean something.  Every
social media post and every conversation is an opportunity to use your super power
to do good and educate those you’re connected with.


While we all have differing opinions regarding the pandemic, race and racial issues,
politics, religion, etcetera let us not allow that to hinder us from working together to
tackle the work at hand.  As a public servant, the operative word is servant.  Let us
not forget that.  We have a responsibility to protect, promote and improve the health
of all people.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you while riding the wave and
building a better boat.  Keep your head up Team Duval!!


 


Be well,








From: Quincy Morris
To: Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Wholesale direct - Hand Sanitizer, Dispensers & PPE - Pinpoint
Date: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 9:04:24 AM
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3h - Wholesale .pdf
Sanitizing Stations, Pinpoint.pdf
PPE-OneSheet.pdf


Hello Dr. Rolle,


I hope this email finds you healthy and in good spirits!  With the RNC coming to town, there is a need
for some additional Covid PPE and hand sanitizer to be distributed in, near and around convention
activities. Please see below and attached. 


-- 


Save money and time by purchasing high quality Hand Sanitizer and Dispensers directly from the
manufacturer. Purchasing from Pinpoint you'll realize a savings of 20-50% compared to purchasing
from a supply company. I would be happy to send you a sample bottle of 3h for testing. The feel of
the 3h Hand Sanitizer has been described as "liquid silk".


Pinpoint is also shipping out customized mobile sanitizing +PPE kiosks.  These covid prevention tools
are designed to be easily deployed and repositioned. Please have a look at the attached pdfs. 


We are a source for "Plexiglass" Food & Beverage Screens as well - 23.5" x 36", $60. 


I welcome your questions and directions - Here to help!


Quincy Morris
STRATEGIC ACCOUNT DIRECTOR


M: 913-617-3494 | qmorris@experiencepinpoint.com
Hand Sanitizer | Face Masks & Shields | PPE
 


Official Partner of the Jacksonville Jaguars
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Extra Strength 
HAND SANITIZER 



In stock and being produced daily  
Samples and SDS sheet available upon request



1 pump per 4 gallons



Production times + shipping vary according to quantity  
FOB Stratford, CT. 4 units per master case, 200 units per pallet  
Custom branded label add-on option for quantities of 500+



✓ Made in a controlled environment professional manufacturing facility  



✓ Made with 70% alcohol concentration for optimal effectiveness to   kill 
99.99% of many common harmful germs and bacteria  



✓ Premium liquid gel consistency, not watery, and won’t run off 



✓ Advanced formula that won’t dry out your hands, leaving them feeling 
fresh and hydrated in as little as 15 seconds 



✓ Subtle neutral scent, no added fragrances or overpowering odor  



✓ Ready to be sold, made with professional packaging and barcode  



✓ Exceeds CDC requirements  



✓ Liquid gel can be used in most auto dispensing units 



✓ Each case comes with (4) 1-gallon jugs and (1) pump



email: qmorris@experiencepinpoint.com or  
call: 913.617.3494



Have peace of mind + live with happy healthy hands



(not in a distillery) 



Distributed By:



Wholesale Pricing



Suggested Retail Price: $39.95



Qty 100 248 500 1,000 2,500 5,000+



Price Ea. $29.95 $28.95 $27.95 $26.95 $24.95 $23.50
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Extra Strength 
HAND SANITIZER 



In stock and being produced daily in large volume   
Samples and SDS sheet available upon request



8 oz. Bottles, Cap May Vary



Production times + shipping vary according to quantity. FOB Stratford, CT. 
50 units per master case, 2,500 units per pallet, 24 to 26 pallets per full truck.  
Custom branded label add-on option for quantities of 5,000+



✓ Made in a controlled environment professional manufacturing facility  



✓ Made with 80% alcohol concentration for optimal effectiveness to          
kill 99.99% of many common harmful germs and bacteria  



✓ Premium liquid gel consistency, not watery, and won’t run off your hands 



✓ Advanced formula that won’t dry out your hands, leaving them feeling 
fresh and hydrated in as little as 15 seconds 



✓ Subtle neutral scent, no added fragrances or overpowering odor  



✓ Ready to be sold, made with professional packaging and barcode  



✓ Exceeds CDC requirements and registered with the FDA 



Have peace of mind + live with happy healthy hands



(not in a distillery) 



Distributed By:



Suggested Retail Price: $4.49–$5.49



email: qmorris@experiencepinpoint.com or  
call: 913.617.3494



Wholesale Pricing



Qty 2,500 5,000 10,000 20,000 50,000 100,000 250,000
+



Price 



Ea.



$2.99 $2.89 $2.85 $2.79 $2.59 $2.49 $2.39



+



As low as $2.39!
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Extra Strength 
HAND SANITIZER 



orders@experiencepinpoint.com or 1.866.9.PINPOINT



In stock and being produced daily in large volume   
Samples and SDS sheet available upon request



2 oz. Bottles, Cap May Vary



Qty 400 1,000 2,400 5,000 10,000 20,000 50,000



Price Ea. $3.15 $3.05 $2.95 $2.89 $2.79 $2.69 $2.59



Production times + shipping vary according to quantity. FOB Stratford, CT. 
50 units per master case, 2,500 units per pallet, 24 to 26 pallets per full truck. 



✓ Made in a controlled environment professional manufacturing facility   



✓ Made with 80% alcohol concentration for optimal effectiveness to kill 99.99% of germs 



✓ Premium liquid gel consistency, not watery, and won’t run off 



✓ Advanced formula that won’t dry out your hands, leaving them feeling fresh            
and hydrated in as little as 15 seconds 



✓ Subtle neutral scent, no added fragrances or overpowering odor  



✓ Registered product with the FDA 



qmorris@experiencepinpoint.com or 913.617.3494



Have peace of mind + live with happy healthy hands



(not in a distillery) 



Distributed By:



80% Alcohol – Extra Strength 



Bottle Size: 2 oz. bottles, 1.39” wide x 4” tall 
Production Time: 4-9 working days from payment 
Packaging: 200 units per master case, 14” x 14” x 9”, 32 lbs. 
Shipping: FOB Stratford, CT  
Add-On Options: Custom branded label for quantities of 2,400+



Qty 400 1,000 2,400 5,000 10,000 20,000 50,000



Price Ea. $3.05 $2.95 $2.85 $2.79 $2.69 $2.59 $2.49



70% Alcohol – Essential Strength 
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			Hand Sanitizer from 3h WHOLESALE - Gallon - QM.pdf


			Hand Sanitizer from 3h WHOLESALE - 8oz - QM.pdf


			2oz 3h Hand Sanitizer.pdf










Provide your staff and customers peace 



of mind. The Sanitize Station includes 



everything you need to keep your 



business, your customers, and your 



brand safe, clean, happy, and healthy. 



3h premium sanitizer and sanitizing wipes 



are included with each unit.
45"



18"



30"



22"



 1 Sanitize Station display unit  
with custom branding



 1 Gallon of 3h Premium Liquid Gel  
Hand Sanitizer made with 80% alcohol



 1 Sanitizer pump



 1 Cylinder of sanitizing wipes 



 1 Disposal bin (inside the unit)



 Moisture-resistant surface with an 
antimicrobial laminated vinyl top surface  
for easy cleaning and durability



 Ships flat to save on shipping costs



 Includes easy set-up directions



Premium Unit (Palboard Multi-Layer PVC)



With sanitizer and wipes



Qty 1 10 25 100 250



Price Ea. $265.00 $245.00 $230.00 $225.00 $220.00



Premium unit only



Qty 1 10 25 100 250



Price Ea. $205.00 $190.00 $175.00 $170.00 $165.00



Standard Unit (Durable corrugated cardboard; indoor use only)



With sanitizer and wipes



Qty 1 10 25 100 250



Price Ea. $175.00 $160.00 $150.00 $145.00 $140.00



Standard unit only



Qty 1 10 25 100 250



Price Ea. $115.00 $105.00 $95.00 $89.00 $85.00



SANITIZE STATION



45"



18"



30"



22"



Place your order today!
qmorris@experiencepinpoint.com



913-617-3494











Convenient, professional, and sanitary. Reduce the 
spread of germs with Touch-Free Automatic Hand 
Sanitizer Units from 3h. Easy to use operation. 
When hands are placed below the smart sensor, the 
perfect amount of hand sanitizer will automatically 
be dispensed. Suitable for high-use commercial 
settings. Essential for business reopening’s and 
ideal for restaurants, office buildings, schools, 
supermarkets, sports venues, or any high-traffic 
area. Easy to refill with 3h liquid gel hand sanitizer.



 Includes smart sensor for automatic touch-free operation



 Large 32 oz. (1000ml) refillable hand sanitizer cartridge



 Adjustable dispense amount of 0.6ml to 1.0ml per release



 Suitable for commercial, public, and private environments



 Compatible with either liquid or liquid gel sanitizer



 Powered by electrical outlet or battery operated



 Mounting accessories and keys



 Metal base, backplate, pole, and drip tray (stand model only)



 3h hand sanitizer not included but can be purchased as an add-on



Qty (Prices ea.) 1 4 10 24+



Wall Mounted Unit Only $114.99 $109.99 $99.99 $94.99



Unit with Metal Stand $199.99 $194.99 $184.99 $179.99



Unit with Metal Stand & Branded Sign $234.99 $229.99 $219.99 $214.99



Qty (Prices ea.) 4 8 24 96+



Gallons of Hand Sanitizer $34.95 $33.95 $31.95 $29.95



47
.5



"



10
.5



"



14"



4.75"



Custom Sign Option



TOUCH-FREE AUTOMATIC  
HAND SANITIZER DISPENSING UNITS
IN STOCK AND READY TO SHIP!



Place your order today!
qmorris@experiencepinpoint.com
913.617.3494























Electronic Screen Wipes 
Safely clean your computer screen, cell phone, or tablet 
with this 16-pack of wipes.



Qty 500 1,000 2,500



Price Ea. $1.45 $1.35 $1.25



Item number: SJNRG-NHFQJ
Price includes full-color, full-wrap decal
Setup charge: $50.00. Optional carabiner 25¢ e
Production time: 7–10 working days, plus transit



Full-Color Printed Cotton Mask
Soft, skin-friendly cotton face masks. Full-color microfiber 
outer layer and 100% cotton inside. Washable and reusable. 
Elastic ear loops for comfortable fit.



Qty 500 1,000 2,500



Price Ea. $2.50 $2.30 $2.00



Item number: GPQSE-NSVVP
Price includes full-color imprint
Setup charge: $37.50
Production time: 7–10 working days, plus transit



Cotton Mask, 1-Color Imprint
3-ply protective cotton mask. 95% cotton, 5% spandex. 
Elastic for comfort. Washable and reusable.



Qty 500 1,000 2,500



Price Ea. $3.55 $3.35 $3.25



Item number: GPQSE-NSVVP
Price includes 1 color, 1-location imprint
Setup charge: $55.00
Production time: 7–10 working days, plus transit



Econo Full-Color Face Mask - Oval 
A fun, full color, economy mask. Super-lightweight Polyes-
ter. Made in the USA. Elastic ear bands and adjustable metal 
nose bridge.



Qty 500 1,000 2,500



Price Ea. $3.25 $3.15 $2.95



Item number: FIPKK-NSCPB
Price includes full-color imprint
Production time: 7–10 working days, plus transit



COMPLETE YOUR SANITIZING STATION 
Umbrellas • Face Masks • Giveaways








			SanitizeStation_InfoSheet_Pinpoint20-3e_QM.pdf


			Auto_Sanitizing_Stand.pdf


			MobileSanitizing Station, Pinpoint.pdf










We cutout the middleman so you get the best quality and price sent directly to your door. Below we’ve curated 
the most in-demand products to help you confidently piece together your protection plan to stay safe.



PPE Products On-Demand and Simplified by



3-Ply Disposable Face Masks
FDA compliant.  



50 pieces per box.
As low as $0.30/ea.



Protective Face Shields 
Reusable with foam forehead 



comfort cushion.
As low as $2.49/ea.



Cloth Face Masks 
Two-layers. Blank or imprinted 



with your logo.
As low as $1.95/ea.



Hand Sanitizer Bottles by 3h
Premium liquid gel with  



advanced hydration. 
As low as $1.75/ea.



Hand Sanitizer Gallons w/ pump by 3h
Premium liquid gel for commercial  



and high-traffic areas.
As low as $23.50/ea.



Auto-Dispensing Hand Sanitizer Units 
Wall mounted and free-standing  



units available. 
As low as $69/ea.



Sanitize Stations 
Custom branding with sanitizer, wipes & 



trash bin w/ antimicrobial laminate.
As low as $139/ea.



Mobile Sanitizing Kiosks
Heavy-duty frame, door, sanitizer, 



partition & more.
As low as $799/ea.



Acrylic Partitions Barriers 
¼” thick, 3 sizes to choose from 



w/ laser engraving option 
As low as $159/ea.



Reopening Kits
Completely customizable kit 



with mailable box.
As low as $29.99/ea.



Awareness & Prevention Signage  
Over 40 ready-to-go signs & graphics to 
choose from w/ antimicrobial laminate.



As low as $8.50/ea.



Nitrile Rubber Gloves 
100 pieces per box.  



Available in S, M, L, XL.
As low as $0.29/ea. 



Place your order today!
qmorris@experiencepinpoint.com 
M: (913) 617-3494



 Thanks for Keeping
6 Feet Apart



















From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.16.20 — Burnin’ today: SCOTUS, DeSantis,


AFP, Corcoran, Mucarsel-Powell, St. George
Date: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 4:02:19 AM


Business and LGBTQ leaders celebrated the landmark Supreme Court
ruling that job discrimination based on sexuality or gender identity is
unconstitutional.


But they also urged Florida to finally follow through and pass the
Florida Competitive Workforce Act, both codifying the ruling and
following its logic to provide greater equality. Lawmakers introduced the
FCWA every Session for several years, and despite growing bipartisan
support, the Act has yet to pass.


“This does not in any way reduce the need for the state legislature and
the Governor to act,” said Nadine Smith, executive director of Equality
Florida.
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Demonstrators in favor of LGBT rights rally outside the U.S. Supreme Court.
Image via AP.


Democratic lawmakers already promised to make that a priority. Rep.
Jennifer Webb, a Democrat and the first open lesbian elected to the
Florida Legislature, made clear the court ruling was a rallying cry more
than a final victory.


“This 6-3 Supreme Court ruling makes discrimination against LGBTQ
workers illegal across the entire nation. I am grateful to those at the
federal, state, and local levels who fought to make this victory possible.
And, in my house we are celebrating,” Webb said.


“Yet, we know it can take a real effort in the wake of winning a
SCOTUS battle to ensure that the impacted community is actually
protected. So, while I am fortified by this victory, I am also redoubling
my commitment to make explicit in Florida law what the Supreme Court
has made clear: Discrimination against the LGBTQ community is
illegal.”


Webb co-sponsored Florida's Competitive Workforce Act this year with
Republicans Jackie Toledo and Holly Raschein as well as a bevy of
other bipartisan supporters.


The SCOTUS ruling wasn’t as expansive as the popular legislation that
died in committee year after year.


The Competitive Workforce Act effectively applies all protections from
the federal Civil Rights Act to gender and sexual minorities.


That breaks down into three major areas: One involves job
discrimination, which is covered by Monday’s Supreme Court ruling. But
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there remain housing and business discrimination protections — issues
that were not before the court.


___


Americans for Prosperity-Florida has released its annual report cards
grading lawmakers on their votes during the Legislative Session.


The free-market advocacy group had a lot to celebrate at the end of the
2020 Legislative Session, and it’s thanking a whopping 62 of the state’s
160 lawmakers by giving them an A+.


The 2020 Legislative Scorecard examines how lawmakers voted on
each of AFP-FL’s priority bills. This year, the list included more than
150 bills, covering the gamut from fireworks legalization to automated
pharmacies to film production grants.


The organization awarded lawmakers a point “for each vote cast in
support of an issue that removes barriers for society or against an issue
that creates new barriers.” Committee votes counted, too.


“We are committed to helping Floridians see the voting record of their
elected officials on the policies that impact them the most. From
expanding educational freedom to increasing access to quality
affordable, health care and removing economic barriers on workers, this
has been another successful year for expanding freedom and
opportunity for all Floridians,” said Skylar Zander, AFP-FL’s state
director.


“The 62 legislators who earned an A+ demonstrated their principled
approach at the state Capitol to advancing good policy. We are
mobilizing our activists to make sure Floridians know where their
lawmakers stood on important policy issues and to engage their
legislators and talk about how we can continue to keep Florida the best
place to live and work.”


The A+ lawmakers get more than a pat on the back — AFP-FL said it
would share the scores with their constituents through a statewide
digital ad and direct-mail campaign directing voters to the scorecard
website.


  


Juneteenth — 3; Belmont Stakes rescheduled — 4; Father’s Day — 5;
Apple to hold Developer Conference — 6; NBA training camp — 14;
“The Outpost” with Orlando Bloom and Scott Eastwood premieres —
17; NBA teams travel to Orlando — 21; Major League Soccer will return
to action — 22; Disney World Magic Kingdom & Animal Kingdom to
reopen — 25; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios to reopen —


Days until
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29; Federal taxes due — 29; “Mulan” premieres — 38; TED conference
rescheduled — 39; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet” premieres — 45; NBA
season restart in Orlando — 45; Democratic National Convention in
Milwaukee begins — 62; Florida primaries for 2020 state
legislative/congressional races — 63; NBA draft lottery — 68; Indy 500
rescheduled — 68; Republican National Convention begins in Charlotte
— 70; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 73; “A Quiet Place Part II”
premieres — 80; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 81;
Rescheduled date for French Open — 98; First presidential debate in
Indiana — 108; "Wonder Woman" premieres — 108; Preakness Stakes
rescheduled — 109; First vice presidential debate at the University of
Utah — 116; NBA season ends (last possible date) — 118; Second
presidential debate scheduled at the University of Michigan — 121;
NBA draft — 121; Wes Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres
— 122; NBA free agency — 124; Third presidential debate at Belmont
— 130; 2020 General Election — 140; “Black Widow” premieres — 144;
NBA 2020-21 training camp — 147; Florida Automated Vehicles
Summit — 154; “No Time to Die” premieres — 161; NBA 2020-21
opening night — 168; “Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 210; Super
Bowl LV in Tampa — 236; New start date for 2021 Olympics — 402;
“Jungle Cruise” premieres — 411; “Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel
premieres — 507; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 605; “Doctor
Strange in the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 647; “Black
Panther 2” premieres — 689; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse”
sequel premieres — 843.







  


“Atlanta Mayor says demonstrations across U.S. will change
policing” via Stephen Deere of The Atlanta Journal-Constitution —
Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms said that it has become clear in
the aftermath of another African American man being shot by police
that racial bias training isn’t working. Bottoms made her comments
Sunday night during a CNN town hall meeting with three other
nationally prominent African American mayors. Bottoms said that it may
be impossible to train some officers to put aside their prejudices and
that the country needs to have a much broader discussion about
racism. “We are not in a post-racial society,” Bottoms said. “There are
so many biases that people have that they don’t recognize.”


America smoldering
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Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms says protests will have an effect on policing
throughout the country, Image via AP.


“Racial justice groups flooded with millions in donations in wake
of George Floyd death” via Shane Goldmacher of The New York
Times — The killing of Floyd and the ensuing nationwide wave of
protests are generating a record-setting flood of donations to racial
justice groups, bail funds and black-led advocacy organizations across
America, remaking the financial landscape of black political activism in
a matter of weeks. Money has come in so fast and so unexpectedly that
some groups even began to turn away and redirect donors elsewhere.
ActBlue, the leading site to process online donations for Democratic
causes and campaigns, has experienced its busiest period since its
founding in 2004. At the forefront of the giving wave were bail funds.


“Amid massive demonstrations, vehicles striking protesters raise
disturbing echoes of 2017 Charlottesville attack” via Neena Satija,
Emily Davies and Dalton Bennett of The Washington Post — In at least
eight events, a driver faces charges for what prosecutors described as
a deliberate act, according to arrest and court filings, for driving their
respective vehicles into crowds of demonstrators. The accusations
echo the 2017 vehicle attack at a white-supremacist rally in
Charlottesville that killed Heather Heyer, a counterprotester. They
occur amid a resurgence of internet memes featuring messages such
as “All lives splatter” and “Run them over” and pictures of bloodied
trucks.


“Outrage at video showing child who was Maced by police at
Seattle protest” via Hallie Golden of The Guardian — Standing among
a group of peaceful anti-racism protesters in downtown Seattle on a
recent Saturday afternoon, Mando Avery held his seven-year-old son’s
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hand as he and three generations of his African American family
finished a prayer with members of their church. That was when, Avery
said, out of nowhere, a police officer fired mace at the group. It hit his
son square in the face. The footage captures the outrage of protesters
after the boy is Maced who demand to know why police sprayed a child
with the chemical irritant and made no attempt to help.


To watch the video, click on the image below:


“What does it mean to ‘defund the police’?” via Jack Evans and
Romy Ellenbogen of the Tampa Bay Times — In recent weeks, some
protesters of police violence have called for defunding law enforcement
agencies. Critics have seized on those calls as evidence of a radical
agenda in seeking to discredit the protests. Some advocates support
the total abolition of police departments. Others say they are not talking
about getting rid of police altogether, but handing some of their
responsibilities to professionals better equipped to respond to the root
problems. Defunding the police means cutting the budgets of local law
enforcement agencies and instead investing the money in community
programs, accessible housing and public health, among other social
needs.
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“Activist Nadine Smith on centering racial justice in the fight for
LGBTQ equality” via Molly Sprayregen of Forbes — On May 29, over
100 LGBTQ+ organizations released a joint letter condemning racial
violence. The letter, which has now been signed by almost 800
organizations, includes a promise to “make explicit commitments to
embrace anti-racism and end white supremacy, not as necessary
corollaries to our mission, but as integral to the objective of full equality
for LGBTQ people.” Black LGBTQ+ people, and especially Black
transgender people, are among the most marginalized groups in the
nation. This community is at an extremely high risk of homelessness,
unemployment, poverty, and persecution by police. As such, LGTBQ+
rights and racial injustice are deeply entwined issues, yet LGBTQ+
leadership has struggled to recognize this in the past.


“Cops at protest likely crossed the line with aggressive tactics,
experts say” via Andrew Boryga of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
Fort Lauderdale police may have violated use-of-force policies and


Florida reax
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heightened tensions when they hurled tear gas and shot demonstrators
with rubber bullets, say law enforcement experts who reviewed videos
of the chaotic encounter. How the protest on May 31 escalated remains
under investigation by police. Protesters blame officers for inciting the
crowd, while police say the events were incited by officers who were
attacked. Fort Lauderdale Police Chief Rick Maglione said he would
look into any instances where too much force may have been used
during the encounter, but he reiterated that the crowd attacked his
officers with bottles and rocks.


After examining footage of George Floyd protests in Fort Lauderdale, experts say
police may have crossed the line with too much force. Image via the South Florida


Sun-Sentinel.


“Jacksonville City Council echoes cries for release of body-camera
footage” via Andrew Pantazi of The Florida Times-Union — The
Jacksonville City Council and the president of Jacksonville’s police
union echoed activists’ demands for quicker release of body-camera
footage Monday, calling on Sheriff Mike Williams and State Attorney
Melissa Nelson to release the footage more quickly. Williams
appeared Monday before the City Council’s Neighborhoods,
Community Services, Public Health and Safety Committee to talk about
ideas for reforming police. Most of the conversation focused around the
need to release body-camera footage more quickly, something that had
approval from everyone who voiced an opinion. The Sheriff’s Office has
never released body-camera footage of an officer shooting, even as
officers have shot 12 people, killing seven, since every patrol officer
was outfitted with a body camera last December.


“Florida sheriff makes ‘uncomfortable’ surprise visit to the widow
of Gregory Edwards” via J.D. Gallop of The Palm Beach Post —
Flanked by half a dozen deputies, a Florida sheriff paid an
unannounced nighttime visit to the home of the widow of Edwards, who
is demanding the release of a jail video showing a confrontation leading
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to her husband’s death. After deputies called Kathleen Edwards to
step outside of her home in Grant-Valkaria, Florida, for a welfare check,
she said Brevard County Sheriff Wayne Ivey walked out of the dark,
“grabbed” and hugged Edwards, whom he had not met until that
moment. Then the sheriff invited her and one other person to see the
video of the 2018 fight between corrections deputies and her husband
in the jail that ended with Edwards being tased, pepper-sprayed and
strapped in a restraint chair.


“Over 50 march against racism in solidarity with Jupiter Farms
family” via Sam Howard of The Palm Beach Post — Hearing stories of
bigotry in Jupiter Farms, including behavior directed at family friends
living there, 15-year-old Madison Hollingshed took action. She
organized a march through the unincorporated community west of
Jupiter on Monday afternoon, attracting a crowd of more than 50
people, some hoisting signs saying “Black lives matter” and “Racism is
bad for all of us!” The girl’s effort was inspiring, said family friend
Brandi Kennedy. Kennedy moved to Jupiter Farms from Lake Worth
Beach with her husband and their children about a year ago. But she
added that her family has weathered a pattern of racism, a man
repeatedly walking by their house with a Confederate flag, someone
shooting out their basketball hoop and people asking whether their
home is some sort of halfway house.


“Suspect in killing of Tallahassee activist arrested in Orange
County” via Katie Rice of the Orlando Sentinel — A 49-year-old man
suspected in the killings of two women in Tallahassee, including 19-
year-old activist Oluwatoyin Salau, was arrested Sunday in Orange
County, according to records. Aaron Glee Jr. was arrested by the
Orlando Police Department on warrants out of Leon County for
homicide and kidnapping, according to the Orange County Jail. He was
booked into the facility shortly before 5 a.m. Sunday and was still being
held there without bail Monday afternoon. Glee is suspected of killing
Salau and 75-year-old Victoria Sims, whose bodies were found around
9:15 p.m. Saturday off Monday Road in Tallahassee, said Tallahassee
Police Department spokeswoman Rachelle Denmark.
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—@SCOTUSblog: #SCOTUS rules that federal employment
discrimination laws protect LGBT employees


—@CarlosGSmith: BIG BIG NEWS!! This is a huge WIN for LGBTQ
workers who have long argued that Title VII of the Civil Rights Act
protects them from workplace discrimination!! #EqualityForAll


—@CFernandezFL: Shoutout to The Supremes. Equality 1, Bigotry 0.


—@ToledoForTampa: This is great news for all Americans. Now It’s
time for Florida to pass the Competitive Workforce Act
@HollyRaschein @jenniferwebbfl


—@BenDiamondFL: During my 1st term in the FL House, I was
honored to carry the Competitive Workforce Act, which would protect
LGBT Floridians from discrimination in housing, employment & public
accommodations. Though it had 51 co-sponsors that year-& more in


Situational awareness
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subsequent years-it’s never been heard


—@DiseaseEcology: Is reinstituting lockdowns necessary to stop
rapidly rising #COVID19 cases globally? Answer: No. But we're failing
at 2 other approaches, due to poor messaging, human behavior &
limited public health capacity. Deaths & lockdowns are unnecessary but
we'll have both again.


—@RT_Dailey: From @mattgaetz to @DWStweets, from
@VernBuchanan to @CharlieCrist — looks like Rs and Ds both want
both want plans for oil & gas drilling off Fla. coast to buzz off


—@mkraju: Mitch McConnell not embracing Peter Navarro’s
assertion that [Donald] Trump wants $2 trillion in new stimulus money.
McConnell: “Well, as I’ve already said, we’ll be looking in July to make a
decision about whether to go forward with another rescue package. And
we’ll let you know.”


—@ddale8: The FDA has revoked its emergency use authorization for
chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine as a coronavirus treatment —
saying "it is no longer reasonable" to believe they may be effective for
this purpose and that known and potential risks outweigh known and
potential benefits.


—@CHeathWFTV: Good thing Florida stocked up on those 1 million
hydroxychloroquine doses


—@richardcorcoran: I’m hoping for a singing part with the next book.
:)
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“Inmate COVID-19 cases, deaths continue to increase” via the News
Service of Florida — 57 new inmate cases and a fatality were logged
over the weekend. Corrections officials reported Sunday that a 19th
inmate had died from complications of COVID-19, the respiratory illness
caused by the coronavirus. Inmate fatalities have been confirmed at
eight prisons: Blackwater River Correctional Facility, with seven deaths;
Sumter Correctional Institution, with three deaths; and Everglades
Correctional Institution, with two deaths. The number of positive tests
among the inmates climbed to 1,665 on Monday, a jump from the 1,608
cases reported Friday. The vast majority of the state's new cases came
from Everglades Correctional Institution, which has 61 total inmate
cases, South Florida Reception Center, which has 52 inmate cases,
and Lancaster Correctional Institution, which has 19 inmate cases.


Corona Florida
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Blackwater River Correctional Facility reported more inmate deaths from COVID-
19.


“Reform Alliance calls for conditional arrest suspensions amid
COVID-19 pandemic” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — The
Reform Alliance sent a letter to Ron DeSantis on Monday urging him to
adopt a revised safety plan to better protect those on parole and
probation and law enforcement officers. The plan, coined SAFER
Supervision Plan, calls for the state to enact several dramatic measures
including suspending arrests and incarcerations for technical violations,
suspending fines and fees, and releasing inmates who can eligible for
supervision. Additionally, the plan suggests alternatives to in-person
supervision conditions and extra precautions for both the supervisors
and those being supervised. As of Monday, the Department of
Corrections reported 57 new inmate cases and a death in Florida’s
prison system over the weekend.


“Florida nearing its goal of testing all nursing home, assisted
living residents and staff for COVID-19” via Ryan Mills of Naples
Daily News — More than 80% of the people who live or work in
Florida’s nursing homes and assisted living facilities have now been
tested for COVID-19, as the state approaches its goal of getting all of
them tested. As of Thursday, the Florida Department of Health had
coordinated on-site testing for 133,615 residents and staff of the state’s
long-term care facilities. The department has shipped another 126,690
testing kits directly to facilities that indicated they could do the testing
on their own. Combined, that means 81% of the 320,771 people who
live or work in a long-term care facility have been tested. 3,300 long-
term care facilities have been tested and there are about 3,800 nursing
homes and assisted living facilities in the state.


  Reopen Florida
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“Florida welcoming visitors again” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics
— The VISIT FLORIDA welcome centers on Interstate-75 coming in
from Georgia and Interstate-10 coming in from Alabama were
reopened, VISIT FLORIDA President Dana Young told the
organization’s board of directors. The welcome-center openings come
after the state on June 5 ended a motorist checkpoint on I-10 near the
Alabama border that was set up in late March as part of an effort to
require people traveling from Louisiana, then a COVID-19 hotspot, to
self-isolate if they entered Florida. Still not open is a welcome center
along Interstate 95 and a VISIT FLORIDA kiosk inside the Florida
Capitol, which remains closed to walk-up visitors.


VISIT FLORIDA Welcome Centers, like this one off I-10, are beginning to
welcome visitors again.


“Broward’s movie theaters and bowling alleys reopen June 15” via
Steve Svekis and Brooke Baitinger of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
Even as the number of new coronavirus patients in Florida increases,
Broward County officials are joining the rest of the state in allowing
summer camps, movie theaters and bowling alleys to reopen. Broward
County Administrator Bertha Henry signed an order on June 5 that
allowed businesses such as movie theaters and bowling alleys to open
their doors at a maximum capacity of 50% on Monday, June 15. The
June 15 order also permits vacation rentals and increases the allowable
occupancy of museums from 25% to 50%. The business’ operation
must adhere to social-distancing, facial coverings and sanitation
recommendations of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.


“St. Johns County's draft back to school plan includes days in
virtual classrooms” via Eliza Powell of First Coast News — This fall,
students in St. Johns County are going to be spending less time in a
physical classroom and more days in a virtual one than in a typical



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjjydk-edrdjlhjd-jh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjjydk-edrdjlhjd-jk/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjjydk-edrdjlhjd-ju/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjjydk-edrdjlhjd-tl/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjjydk-edrdjlhjd-tl/





school year. First Coast News has obtained a draft chart showing how
students attending schools in the St. Johns County School District could
be rotated through a staggered schedule. Many parents aren’t thrilled
with the idea of more virtual learning. St. Johns County School Board
Chair Beverly Slough confirmed middle and high school students and
teachers will be separated into two groups and alternate days they are
physically in the classroom.


“UNF summer graduation to be a virtual ceremony” via Clayton
Freeman of The Florida Times-Union — The University of North Florida
is planning a virtual ceremony for its graduates in the summer term for
2020. The graduation for these students will be held remotely on July
31, the same date originally designated for a standard ceremony, the
university said in a statement. The virtual ceremony will include the
launch of a website to celebrate graduates, including messages from
university leaders and recognition on UNF’s social media channels. The
school plans to offer summer graduates the chance to participate in an
in-person ceremony at a later time. UNF said the decision was
prompted by the State University System’s guidelines against large
gatherings during the coronavirus pandemic.


“University of Miami bringing football players back on campus” via
David Selig of Local10.com — The University of Miami is allowing many
of its football players to return to campus today for voluntary activities.
The first phase of the athletic department’s plan begins with about 65
football players currently living in South Florida. The athletes “will be
broken into small groups of eight (plus an athletic trainer and strength
and conditioning coach) for workouts as permitted under NCAA rules,”
the school says. The next phase will include the rest of the football
team, as well as soccer, volleyball, men’s basketball and women’s
basketball athletes. After those teams have completed their return to
campus, all remaining teams will be added.
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“Three South Florida counties top 40,000 coronavirus cases as
state surge continues” via Anthony Man of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — Florida reported another 1,758 coronavirus cases,
continuing a statewide surge in infections. The state’s total since the
beginning of the pandemic is now 77,326, the Department of Health
said. Only one day in the last 13 has fallen below 1,000-plus cases,
although the latest report of new cases isn’t as bad as either Saturday
or Sunday when more than 2,000 cases a day were added to the state
total. Of the new coronavirus cases over the previous 24 hours, 620 are
in South Florida. Broward, Miami-Dade and Palm Beach counties have
a total number of 40,298 positive tests. Palm Beach County had
reported a large share of the state’s new cases over the weekend, but it
was much lower on Monday, with 182 new cases over 24 hours.


“Miami, Miami Beach Mayors say no new restrictions yet, despite
rising COVID-19 numbers” via Aaron Leibowitz of the Miami Herald —
The Mayors of Miami and Miami Beach said Monday that they are
concerned about the increasing totals and positive test rates of novel
coronavirus cases in Miami-Dade County, but that they won’t yet roll
back the reopening of their cities’ economies or order residents to stay
at home. “There are major concerns,” Miami Mayor Francis Suarez
said at a news conference with Miami Beach Mayor Dan Gelber at
Miami City Hall. “Now is not the time to let your guard down.” Miami-
Dade County Mayor Carlos Giménez held a news conference of his
own and painted a different picture. He suggested the county’s
increasing number of COVID-19 cases is a direct result of increased
testing, and that the rate of positive tests “remains relatively stable.”


Corona local
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Miami Mayor Francis Suarez and Miami Beach Mayor Dan Gelber say there will
be no new restrictions, despite a rise in COVID-19 cases.


“Commissioner seeks face-covering ordinance for Hillsborough
County” via C.T. Bowen of the Tampa Bay Times — Hillsborough
Commissioner Kimberly Overman wants the public to be able to wear
facial coverings in private settings. On Wednesday, Overman will ask
her fellow commissioners to direct the county attorney’s office to draft
an ordinance for future consideration by the commission. “It is to adopt
the previous recommendation,’’ Overman said Monday morning. “To
allow our citizens the right to protect themselves without being
impeded. If someone wants to wear a face-covering to protect
themselves and to protect others, they should have the right to do so.’’


“Central Florida home sales plunge 44% in May because of
coronavirus pandemic” via Caroline Glenn of the Orlando Sentinel —
The number of homes sold in Central Florida sunk dramatically in May,
an indication of the anxieties swirling around Orlando’s previously
booming market and the wide-reaching effects of the economic fallout
caused by the coronavirus outbreak. According to a new report from the
Orlando Regional Realtors Association, there were 2,127 sales across
Orange, Seminole, Osceola and Lake counties, a 44% drop from last
May when there were 3,806 sales and an 11% decline from April when
there were 2,393. That marks the second straight month of declining
sales in the middle of the homebuying season.


“Orange County officials growing worried about rising COVID-19”
via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Orange County Mayor Jerry
Demings and other officials expressed alarm Monday about both the
rising numbers of the county’s new COVID-19 cases and trends that
suggest they are due to more than just an increase in testing. Demings
pleaded with residents to go back to wearing masks and social
distancing whenever possible. “We don’t want to go back to sheltering
in place,” he said. Demings, Dr. Raul Pino, Orange County’s health
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officer with the Florida Department of Health, and other officials issued
the warnings and made the appeal for more careful behavior as the
county has seen record numbers of cases emerge in the past several
days.


Mayor Jerry Demings is beginning to worry about the rise in COVID-19 in Orange
County.


“Fewer residents hit snags to apply for Orange virus relief checks”
via Stephen Hudak of the Orlando Sentinel — Orange County
performed better on its third attempt to hand out $1,000 coronavirus
relief checks to families on Monday morning, but the portal for people to
apply for the money was still open less than an hour. The system
opened at 8 a.m. and closed 53 minutes later after receiving 25,000
completed or partial applications, said Randy Singh, deputy county
manager for fiscal and administration services. About 11,000 of those
applicants were in the process of uploading their identification or other
documents required to prove eligibility. Last week’s botched launches of
the program frustrated thousands of people on June 8 and 9 when the
system was overwhelmed just minutes after opening both days.


“Apopka Starbucks temporarily closes after employee tests
positive for COVID-19” via Steven Lemongello of the Orlando Sentinel
— A Starbucks in Apopka closed for two days after an employee tested
positive for COVID-19, the company said Monday. The Bear Lake
Starbucks, at 3850 E. State Road 436, was immediately shut down and
did not open on Saturday and Sunday. It underwent a complete deep
cleaning as part of company protocol, Starbucks said, and reopened on
Monday with limited hours. Any other employees who may have come
into contact with that employee also are self-isolating for 14 days,
Starbucks said. The same weekend, Kiwi’s Pub & Grill in Altamonte
Springs closed temporarily after six customers informed the restaurant
they had tested positive for coronavirus. The owner later said an
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employee initially tested positive, and others had begun experiencing
symptoms.


  


“Four North Florida law enforcement agencies awarded $975,000
to address COVID-19” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — Four
North Florida law enforcement agencies received a grant Friday totaling
$975,300 to address the numerous public safety challenges brought on
by the COVID-19 pandemic, announced Lawrence Keefe, the U.S.
Attorney for the Northern District of Florida. The awarded police
agencies include the Escambia County Sheriff’s Office with $370,107,
the Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office with $127,963, the Panama City
Police Department with $73,818 and the Tallahassee Police
Department with $403,412. Agencies can use the funds to hire
additional personnel, pay overtime, purchase protective equipment and
address the medical needs of inmates.


“St. Johns County expands early voting locations and dates” via
Christen Kelley of The Florida Times-Union — The St. Johns County
Supervisor of Elections office plans to expand early voting options to
encourage social distancing due to COVID-19. Supervisor of Elections
Vicky Oakes said they are adding two early voting sites for the primary
and then an additional two for the general election. Normally the county
has six early voting locations, but now there will be eight in August and
10 in November. The county is also increasing the number of early
voting days for each election to give people more time to cast their vote.
The primary will have 10 days of early voting leading up the election
Aug. 18, and the general election will have a full two weeks of early
voting ahead of Nov. 3.


“Mike Calta among staff with coronavirus at 102.5 The Bone” via
Christopher Spata of the Tampa Bay Times — Calta and co-host
Anthony “Spanish” Polichemi have tested positive for COVID-19,
Calta said on his radio show. The Cox-owned station is the second to
report the virus spreading among on-air talent locally. Calta noted that
Polichemi was taking the day off due to a fever, along with another
staffer who is Polichemi’s roommate. The show was not live on Friday,
but Calta addressed the positive tests on Monday. Drew Garabo,
another host at the station, said he chose to broadcast live from the
Cox studios on Monday, even though he was allowed to work remotely
from home, because it makes for a better quality show.


More local
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Mike Calta, host of “The Mike Calta Show,” is one of the show staff who tested
positive for COVID-19.


“3 Wild 94.1 radio personalities test positive for COVID-19” via Jay
Cridlin of the Tampa Bay Times — Three DJs at St. Petersburg hip-hop
station Wild 94.1, including program director Orlando Davis, have
tested positive for COVID-19. Davis, the host of Orlando and the
Freakshow, and DJs Broderick “Buckwheat” Scott and Jose “Joey
Franchize” Alvarado all announced their positive tests on social
media. The station, owned by Beasley Media Group, last week sent out
a staff memo stating that an employee in the building had tested
positive. A spokesman said the company had implemented a reopening
plan that conformed to state and federal guidelines and requirements.
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“FDA ends emergency use of hydroxychloroquine for coronavirus”
via Sarah Owermohle of POLITICO — The Food and Drug
Administration withdrew emergency use authorizations for two
coronavirus treatments that Trump promoted despite concerns about
their safety and effectiveness. The agency revoked the authorizations
for hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine after a request from Gary
Disbrow, acting director of the Biomedical Advanced Research and
Development Authority. After reviewing new information from large
clinical trials the agency now believes that the suggested dosing
regimens "are unlikely to produce an antiviral effect," FDA chief
scientist Denise Hinton said.


Corona nation
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The FDA withdrew the emergency use authorization for hydroxychloroquine, the
anti-malaria drug which Donald Trump heavily promoted. Image via AP.


“Colleges are ditching required admission tests over COVID-19.
Will they ever go back?” via Nick Anderson of The Washington Post
— For generations of ambitious students, taking the SAT or ACT was
considered essential to apply to the most selective colleges and
universities. All but a few ultracompetitive schools required test scores.
testing mandates are rapidly vanishing as the coronavirus crisis has
obliterated exam schedules. This shift, coupled with growing skepticism
of the tests that predated the pandemic, could produce lasting change
in college admissions, as a gigantic test-optional experiment gets
underway. It is now possible for rising high school seniors to apply
without a score to more than half the Ivy League, to most top-ranked
liberal arts colleges, to all public universities in California and nearly all
in Virginia.


“Dems ask Bureau of Prisons for coronavirus update on staffers
who manned protests” via Kyle Cheney of POLITICO — House
Homeland Security Chair Bennie Thompson is asking the Bureau of
Prisons for details about whether corrections officials who helped to
staff the Washington, D.C., protests have been quarantined or tested
for coronavirus before returning to their day jobs. They’re asking for
details by June 17 about which facilities sent officers to the protest
responses in Washington and Miami, what the state of the coronavirus
outbreak is in those facilities and whether those deployed are required
to be tested and take a 14-day quarantine before returning to prisons.
The Democrats are also asking, by July 1, for an update on the rate of
coronavirus generally among the Bureau of Prisons staff.
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House Homeland Security Chair Bennie Thompson of Mississippi is asking the
federal Bureau of Prisons to test staff who helped during the Washington D.C.


protests. Image via Roll Call.


“The pandemic claims new victims: Prestigious medical journals”
via Roni Caryn Rabin of The New York Times — One study promised
that popular blood-pressure drugs were safe for people infected with
the coronavirus. Another paper warned that anti-malaria drugs
endorsed by Trump actually were dangerous to these patients. The
studies, published in the New England Journal of Medicine and The
Lancet, were retracted shortly after publication, following an outcry from
researchers who saw obvious flaws. Peer review is supposed to
safeguard the quality of scientific research. When a journal receives a
manuscript, the editors ask three or more experts in the field for
comments. If outside scientists detected problems that weren’t
identified by the peer reviewers, then the journals failed.


“She survived the coronavirus. then she got a $400,000 medical
bill.” via Joseph Goldstein of The New York Times — Janet Mendez
started receiving bills soon after returning in April to her mother’s home
from Mount Sinai Morningside hospital, where she nearly died of
COVID-19. First, there was one for $31,165. The next one was
impossible to ignore: an invoice for $401,885.57. Mendez is optimistic
that her insurance company will cover a large part of the costs, but only
after receiving a series of harassing phone calls from the hospital about
payment. A spokesman for the hospital told The Times that Mendez
erroneously received a bill that should have gone directly to her
insurance company or the government.
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“Steven Mnuchin, lawmakers to negotiate business bailout
disclosure” via Zachary Warmbrodt of POLITICO — Mnuchin said he
is planning talks with lawmakers seeking details of $512 billion in
emergency small business loans backed by the government during the
pandemic, as Mnuchin faces a growing backlash for refusing to reveal
the recipients of the aid. Mnuchin last week said details of individual
loans issued under the Paycheck Protection Program were "proprietary"
and "confidential," an announcement that outraged members of
Congress who had been demanding information on one of the most
widely used programs in the COVID-19 bailout. Earlier this month,
Senate Small Business Chair Marco Rubio and Sen. Ben Cardin, the
committee's top Democrat, asked the Trump administration to start
publishing the names and other details of Paycheck Protection Program
loan recipients.


Steven Mnuchin is refusing to disclose the recipients of more than $500 billion
worth of emergency small business backed by the government.


“24 Hour Fitness files for bankruptcy, closes several gyms in
South Florida” via Amanda Batchelor of Local10.com — National gym
chain 24 Hour Fitness filed for bankruptcy and announced that it will be
closing 100 gyms across the U.S., including several in South Florida.
The company stated in its Chapter 11 filing that it has secured $250
million in funding to help reopen some of its clubs, although 100 gyms
in 14 states would be shuttered. That leaves the company with about
300 clubs.


Corona economics
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“As maskless New Yorkers crowd outside bars, Andrew Cuomo
threatens to shut the city back down” via Teo Armus of The
Washington Post — At a Brooklyn beer garden, patrons squeezed
together on picnic tables to sip on lagers. And in the East Village, a
flock of New Yorkers spent the city’s first Friday since its reopening
crowded shoulder-to-shoulder on the sidewalk. “Don’t make me come
down there …” New York Gov. Cuomo wrote on Twitter Saturday,
responding to a video of the maskless masses. Cuomo issued a stern
message for Mayor Bill de Blasio: Cut down on the crowding, the
governor told his longtime rival, or the city will have to shut down again
entirely.


More corona
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People drink outside a bar in Manhattan's East Village neighborhood, two days
after New York City entered Phase 1 of reopening. Image via Reuters.


“40,000 crew still at sea. Some call for change in cruise-Caribbean
relationship” via Taylor Dolven and Jacqueline Charles of the Miami
Herald — As more countries loosen COVID-19 travel restrictions, crew
members are slowly making their way home. About 3,000 Carnival
Cruise Line workers got off in Croatia earlier this month to catch rides
and flights home across Europe. Smiling behind their masks, they
posed for a selfie on the pier. Still, at least 42,000 workers remain
trapped on cruise ships without paychecks — some still suffering from
COVID-19 — three months after the industry shut down. The drawn-out
crew repatriation process has underscored the complex relationship
between the cruise industry and the Caribbean countries its ships most
frequently visit.


“Stuck at home, the world is eating less sugar” via Manisha Jha and
Agnieska de Sousa of Bloomberg — For years, governments, doctors
and celebrity chefs tried and failed to get the world to consume less
sugar. Then the pandemic hit. The global closure of restaurants, sports
arenas and cinemas means sugar demand will drop this season for the
first time in four decades. The sugar industry was already under siege
before the coronavirus hit. Demand growth — largely driven by
developing countries — slowed in recent years as lawmakers from
South Africa to Thailand taxed sugary drinks and health groups urged
people to cut back on carbs amid obesity concerns. Companies
responded by selling slimmed-down treats and sugar-free sodas.
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“Supreme Court says gay, transgender workers are protected by
federal law forbidding discrimination on the basis of sex” via
Robert Barnes of The Washington Post — The Supreme Court ruled
that federal anti-discrimination laws protect gay and transgender
employees, a major gay-rights ruling written by one of the court’s most
conservative justices. Justice Neil Gorsuch and Chief Justice John
Roberts joined the court’s liberals in the 6 to 3 ruling. They said Title
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits discrimination
“because of sex,” includes LGBTQ employees. Gorsuch and Roberts
were joined by Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer,
Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan. Dissenters said their colleagues
were amending the law, not interpreting it.


D.C. matters
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The Court ruled 6-3 saying federal law that prohibits workplace discrimination on
the basis of sex covers gay and transgender employees. Image via Reuters.


“How a segregationist paved the way for a big gay rights win in the
Supreme Court” via Aaron Blake of The Washington Post — The
Supreme Court handed down a momentous decision on gay rights,
ruling that employers can’t discriminate against their employees on the
basis of their sexual orientation. Those celebrating the decision can
thank a segregationist. The Supreme Court decided the case on a 6-to-
3 majority, with conservative Justices Roberts and Gorsuch, the latter
who wrote the opinion, joining the court’s four liberal justices. What’s
notable here is that the Civil Rights Act didn’t initially include the
prohibition on sex discrimination. It wasn’t added to the bill until the final
day of debate by a segregationist congressman, Howard Smith.


“What does the Supreme Court’s ruling on LGBTQ workplace
protections mean for Florida?” via Kirby Wilson and Samantha J.
Gross of the Tampa Bay Times — The Supreme Court decision brought
pure joy to LGBTQ Floridians, equal rights advocates and allies across
the state. The ruling, that employers may not fire workers because they
are gay or transgender, also raised an important question for those
who’ve been fighting for years for state LGBTQ protections.
Tallahassee does not have a strong track record of fighting for equal
rights for LGBTQ Floridians, who comprise about four percent of the
state’s population. At the start of the 2020 legislative session, four
proposals drew heavy criticism from progressives, who accused GOP
lawmakers of trying to pass a wave of anti-LGBTQ legislation.


“Supreme Court lets stand California’s ‘sanctuary’ law on
undocumented immigrants” via Robert Barnes and Ann E. Marimow
of The Washington Post — The Supreme Court declined to take up
California’s “sanctuary” law that forbids local law enforcement in most
cases from cooperating with aggressive federal action to identify and
deport undocumented immigrants. The court let stand the law passed
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after Trump took office and challenged by his administration. The most
significant measure limits police from sharing information unless the
immigrants have been convicted of violent or serious crimes. The law is
“consistent with the long-standing principle that the Constitution allows
states to decline to use their own resources to carry out federal
regulatory programs,” state Attorney General Xavier Becerra said in
his brief to the court.


“Supreme Court passes up challenges from gun groups on laws
they say violate Second Amendment” via Robert Barnes of The
Washington Post — The Supreme Court declined to take up new cases
for next term that gun rights groups claimed denied Second
Amendment rights. The court did not accept a batch of nearly a dozen
cases that gun groups had hoped the court, fortified with more
conservative members, might consider. Among them were cases
involving restrictions in Maryland and New Jersey to permits for
carrying a handgun outside the home. The court earlier this term had
dismissed a challenge from New York about transporting guns, and
three justices objected, with the newest, Justice Brett Kavanaugh,
adding that it seemed likely lower courts have been too quick to uphold
state and local gun control measures.


“Supreme Court declines to weigh in on legal doctrine that shields
law enforcement” via Jamie Ehrlich, Ariane de Vogue and Devan Cole
of CNN Politics — The Supreme Court declined to take a closer look at
a legal doctrine it created nearly 40 years ago that critics say is
shielding law enforcement and government officials from accountability.
In recent years, legal scholars, judges and justices on all sides of the
ideological spectrum have criticized the legal doctrine known as
"qualified immunity," arguing that it is not grounded in the proper legal
authorities and it too often shields officials from accountability. Under
the doctrine, an officer will not be liable even if he violated the
Constitution unless it was "clearly established" by prior cases that his
conduct was unconstitutional.


“Trump administration expected to attempt to block John Bolton's
book” via John Santucci, Katherine Faulders and Mike Levine of ABC
News — Just a week before the much-awaited book by Trump’s former
National Security Adviser Bolton is set to go on sale, the Trump
administration is expected to file a lawsuit in federal court seeking an
injunction to block the book from being released in its current form. The
lawsuit is expected to be filed in the coming days and could come as
soon as today, sources said, cautioning that some details are still being
worked out. According to the description, posted online, Bolton details
potentially impeachment-worthy “transgression” across “the full range”
of Trump’s foreign policy.
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The Donald Trump administration is threatening to file a lawsuit to block the
release of John Bolton’s book.


“Florida lawmakers question Interior on offshore drilling plans” via
Ben Lefebvre of POLITICO Florida — A bipartisan group of Florida
lawmakers in Congress asked Interior Secretary David Bernhardt to
explain whether his department planned to release a new offshore
drilling proposal and whether it would support a permanent ban on
drilling in federal waters off the state’s coast. The 17 lawmakers in the
letter a planned proposal after the November election that called for
opening the Eastern Gulf of Mexico for oil and gas drilling. “Despite that
vote and the economic and environmental damage left by the BP
Deepwater Horizon disaster, it appears that the Department of the
Interior (DOI) is preparing to open the door to oil and gas drilling off
Florida’s coasts shortly after the November 2020 election,” the letter
says.


“Democrats, Republicans want Interior Department to ban Florida
offshore drilling” via Alex Daugherty of the Miami Herald — The
majority of Florida’s House of Representatives delegation, including
Trump confidante Matt Gaetz and 12 of Florida’s 13 House Democrats,
are demanding additional answers from the Interior Department
regarding any Trump administration plan for offshore drilling near
Florida. “Despite ... the economic and environmental damage left by the
BP Deepwater Horizon disaster, it appears that the Department of the
Interior is preparing to open the door to oil and gas drilling off Florida’s
coasts shortly after the November 2020 election,” the letter states. Oil
drilling in the Eastern Gulf is a political nonstarter in Florida after nearly
69 percent of Florida voters in 2018 supported a state constitutional
amendment to ban it. The state’s entire congressional delegation is
opposed to it.
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“Debbie Mucarsel-Powell promises to ‘never’ support offshore
drilling in new ad” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Mucarsel-
Powell is promising to “never” support offshore drilling after reports
emerged the Trump administration may allow the practice off Florida’s
coast following the 2020 election. Mucarsel-Powell’s promise comes in
the form of a new 15-second digital ad, titled “No Offshore Drilling.” The
ad is a remix of a similar spot released during her 2018 campaign for
Congress and features Mucarsel-Powell scuba diving. While
underwater, Mucarsel-Powell holds up a pair of signs reading, “I’m
Congresswoman Debbie Mucarsel-Powell. I will never support offshore
drilling.” Mucarsel-Powell positioned herself as an advocate on water
and environmental issues during her initial 2018 run.


To watch the video, click on the image below:


  


“Disabilities overhaul goes to Ron DeSantis” via the News Service of
Florida — A measure that would overhaul a state program that helps
tens of thousands of people with disabilities live in their homes or
communities was sent to DeSantis. Senate President Bill Galvano
made a priority during this year’s legislative session of revamping the
Medicaid-funded iBudget program, which provides services to people
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Lawmakers in March
approved the bill (SB 82), which is aimed at bringing stability to the
program following years of cost overruns and deficits. The bill,
sponsored by Sen. Aaron Bean was one of eight measures sent to
DeSantis, who has until June 30 to act on them.


“Bill prohibiting landlords from denying emotional support animals
heads to Governor’s desk” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — A
measure that would prohibit a landlord from denying housing to a
person with a disability because of their support animal arrived on


Statewide
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DeSantis‘ desk Monday evening. The bill, SB 1084, impacts Florida’s
Fair Housing Housing Act with several amendments including a
prohibition of additional fees for those assisted by an emotional support
animal. SB 1084 clarifies that an animal is not required to be trained to
assist a person. Current law requires a “service animal,” such as a dog
or miniature horse, to be trained to aid an individual with a disability to
qualify. The bill stiffens penalties for a person who fabricates
documentation or misrepresents the use of an emotional support
animal.


“Judge dismisses renewed challenge dog racing ban” via the News
Service of Florida — U.S. District Judge Mark Walker issued a three-
page order granting a request by Attorney General Ashley Moody to
dismiss the lawsuit, filed by the industry group Support Working
Animals, Inc., and individual plaintiffs. The lawsuit argued that the voter-
approved ballot measure violates a series of rights under the U.S.
Constitution, including equal-protection rights because horse racing will
be allowed to continue at pari-mutuel facilities while dog racing will be
blocked. Walker issued a 55-page ruling in April that dismissed the
earlier version of the lawsuit but allowed the plaintiffs to amend and
refile it. But in his ruling, Walker quickly disposed of the amended
version, saying that the plaintiffs “lack standing” to sue Moody over the
ban.


“Judge refuses to put felons’ voting decision on hold” via Dara
Kam of the News Service of Florida — U.S. District Judge Robert
Hinkle turned down a request by DeSantis’ lawyers for a stay, as they
challenge his felons-voting decision at the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals. Hinkle last month ruled against the DeSantis administration in
a battle over a 2019 state law aimed at carrying out a constitutional
amendment to restore the voting rights of felons “who have completed
all terms of their sentences, including parole and probation.” The
federal judge also decided that court costs and fees, which are used to
fund government services, are “taxes,” and the requirement to pay them
to vote is an unconstitutional “poll tax.” Finding that most Florida felons
who’ve served their time can’t pay outstanding court debts, Hinkle laid
out a process for the state to use to allow felons to register to vote.


“Fraud sentencing for ex-City Council members delayed until Aug.
26 over pandemic” via Steve Patterson of The Florida Times-Union —
A federal judge has again delayed the fraud sentencing former
Jacksonville City Council members Katrina Brown and Reggie Brown
because of complications caused by the coronavirus pandemic. U.S.
District Judge Marcia Morales Howard reset the sentencing from June
30 to Aug. 26 last week, after prosecutors and defense attorneys both
asked to push it back. “All parties desire an in-person sentencing
hearing,” Assistant U.S. Attorney Tysen Duva wrote in a motion that
noted federal courts don’t plan to hold in-person hearings until at least
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July because of the pandemic. Howard’s order effectively split the
difference between requests from the defense, which wanted a date in
September, and prosecutors who wanted sentencing in late July or
early August.


The court is pushing the fraud sentencing for former Jacksonville City Council
Member Katrina Brown until August due to coronavirus.


“Could potential for conflicts influence review of Miami’s powerful
zoning code?” via Andres Viglucci of the Miami Herald — Should three
prominent Miami developers’ attorneys be permitted to participate in a
new task force that’s revising the city’s much-lauded Miami 21 zoning
code? That’s the question that kept the three attorneys specializing in
land use from joining eight other experts at the high-profile task force’s
inaugural meeting earlier this week. The city attorney’s office advised all
three to abstain from participating in that afternoon’s virtual meeting.
The reason, assistant city attorney Amber Ketterer told the task force,
is that she’s awaiting rulings on the question from the Miami-Dade
County and Florida ethics commissions.


“Colombian accused of swindling millions from Venezuela awaits
extradition to Miami” via Jay Weaver of the Miami Herald — A
Colombian businessman wanted in Miami on charges of swindling $350
million from the Venezuelan government by paying off officials to
secure building contracts for low-income housing is awaiting extradition
after his arrest in Cape Verde. Alex Saab, who has a Venezuelan
passport, was arrested Saturday on an Interpol red notice but must first
face an extradition hearing in the tiny African nation before he can be
transferred to Miami on money-laundering charges. While Saab boasts
a high profile in South America, he also struck up a discreet relationship
with a University of Miami professor who was implicated in an unrelated
money-laundering case in South Florida.


“Nassau School Board won’t ask for more taxes” via Julia Roberts of
the News-Leader — The Nassau County School Board indicated during



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjjydk-edrdjlhjd-uy/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjjydk-edrdjlhjd-uj/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjjydk-edrdjlhjd-uj/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjjydk-edrdjlhjd-ut/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjjydk-edrdjlhjd-ut/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjjydk-edrdjlhjd-ui/





a June 4 workshop, that it will not move forward with a referendum
asking property owners to pay more taxes in order to fund teacher
salaries and security measures in the district’s schools. “I brought this
ballot initiative to the board. I felt like it was important that we do that,
but is now the time?” Schools Superintendent Dr. Kathy Burns said at
the workshop. “People are unemployed. They don’t know when they are
going back to work.” The Fernandina Beach and county governments
were also considering referendums asking voters to approve raising
taxes. The city has said it will not move forward with that initiative, and
the county is reconsidering its own, according to Burns.


“FSO gives parents tools to screen kids for vision problems” via
Florida Politics — The Florida Society of Ophthalmology is sharing
resources for parents and guardians to perform basic, at-home vision
screenings for children. Using guidelines from the American Academy
of Ophthalmology (AAO), FSO is encouraging parents to screen their
children for vision issues that are treatable or even preventable, if
caught early. Still, FSO said only about 20% of preschool-age children
get vision screenings. To facilitate screenings, FSO has posted in-depth
instructions and eye charts on its website. The materials may also be
used to screen adults and determine whether a follow-up visit with an
ophthalmologist is necessary. Resources can be found at
MDEye.org/HomeVision.


“AshBritt launches hurricane preparedness campaign” via Florida
Politics staff reports — AshBritt Environmental is partnering with public
radio stations in South Florida and the Houston metro for a new
hurricane preparedness campaign. The campaign is aimed at
reminding the community and small businesses to prepare for the 2020
hurricane season, which officially began on June 1 and runs through
Nov. 30. In South Florida, the disaster recovery and environmental
services contractor is partnering with WLRN. In Texas, the company is
working with Houston Public Media. AshBritt is a national turnkey rapid-
response disaster recovery and environmental services contractor. It
has conducted more than 330 disaster response missions and 30
special environmental projects, successfully serving more than 600
clients.



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjjydk-edrdjlhjd-ud/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjjydk-edrdjlhjd-uh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjjydk-edrdjlhjd-uk/





  


“Upcoming Trump rally in Tulsa raises concerns among public
health experts” via Lateshia Beachum, Siobhán O'Grady, Brittany
Shammas, Hamza Shaban, Katie Mettler, Steven Goff, Kareem
Copeland and Meryl Kornfield of The Washington Post — Trump’s plan
to hold a campaign rally in Tulsa this weekend is worrying public health
experts, who warn that there is a high risk of the coronavirus spreading
through the 19,000-seat Bok Center arena. More than 800,000 people
have signed up for the event, which will be the first of its kind to take
place since coronavirus-related stay-at-home orders were announced.
Citing the recent uptick of infections in the city and across Oklahoma as
a whole, Bruce Dart, the director of Tulsa’s city and county health
department, told the Tulsa World this weekend that he wished the rally
would be postponed to a later date.


2020
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Local officials are starting to worry about Donald Trump’s Tulsa rally this
Saturday.


“‘We’re thinking landslide’: Beyond D.C., GOP officials see Trump
on glide path to reelection” via David Siders of POLITICO — By most
conventional indicators, Trump is in danger of becoming a one-term
president. State, district and county Republican Party chairs depict a
version of the electoral landscape that is no worse for Trump than six
months ago — and possibly even slightly better. According to this view,
the coronavirus is on its way out and the economy is coming back. Polls
are unreliable, Joe Biden is too frail to last, and the media still doesn’t
get it. There is an overriding belief that, just as Trump defied political
gravity four years ago, there’s no reason he won’t do it again.


“Trump has finally lost control of his narrative. Voters are ready to
see him canceled.” via Helaine Olen of The Washington Post — When
it comes to both business and politics, Trump has repeatedly defied
predictions of doom. Somewhere between seeming to promote bleach
as a cure for the novel coronavirus and accusing elderly protester
Martin Gugino of being an “Antifa provocateur” after Buffalo police
shoved him violently to the ground, Trump has — finally — lost control
of the narrative thread. Now the president himself is on the losing end.
As it turns out, what Charles Sykes at the Bulwark calls Trump’s
“almost reptilian instinct for tapping into the Zeitgeist” might well have
been a combination of good economic circumstances mixed with
ghastly entertainment appeal.


“Barack Obama will hold first virtual fundraiser for Joe Biden” via
Hans Nichols of Axios — Obama's participation with Biden in the live,
virtual event on June 23 marks the ramping up of the former president's
engagement to try to defeat Trump. In an invitation scheduled to go to
supporters, Obama is asking potential contributors to donate “any
amount you can” for “the most important election of our lifetimes."
Rather than directly address the protests against racial disparities in
policing and the coronavirus, Obama asks for "Americans of all
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backgrounds and political stripes to join together." He tells supporters
that voting for Biden is a way to rebuild the economy, expand health
insurance coverage and declare that "all of us are equal and each of us
should have the chance to make of our lives what we will."


“Elizabeth Warren allies send letter urging Biden to pick her as
running mate” via Sean Sullivan of The Washington Post — More than
100 liberal activists, leaders and celebrities signed a letter urging Biden
to select Warren as his running mate, intensifying pressure on the
presumptive Democratic nominee from the left as he faces competing
demands to pick a black woman. The letter portrays Warren as the
best-prepared prospect to serve as president and one uniquely capable
of helping Biden politically in the November election. It asserts that he is
“already strong” among nonwhite voters but could use help winning
over disaffected voters who backed Sen. Bernie Sanders in the
primary.


  


“Jacksonville RNC host committee invites businesses to register
for shot at being vendors” via David Bauerlein of The Florida Times-
Union — The newly formed Jacksonville 2020 Host Committee began
taking online registrations Monday from businesses interested in being
vendors during the Republican National Convention in August. The host
committee has not announced a fundraising goal, but Mayor Lenny
Curry has said the committee will raise tens of millions of dollars for
staging the convention. The Republican National Committee
announced last Thursday that it would move the bulk of the convention
events Aug. 24-27 to Jacksonville from Charlotte, N.C. Jax Chamber
President Daniel Davis, who is a member of the host committee, has
said he wants local businesses to get a share of the work that will be
paid for by the host committee.


Convention countdown


  


Neal Dunn endorses James St. George for CD 3 — Republican
congressional candidate St. George picked up an endorsement from
U.S. Rep. Dunn in his bid to succeed exiting U.S. Rep. Ted Yoho in
Florida’s 3rd Congressional District. "James St. George is a true
conservative. You can count on him to support the President and
defend our 2nd Amendment Rights," Dunn said. "As a fellow physician,
he understands the need to repeal Obamacare and replace it with a
free-market solution. He has my full support.” St. George is one of 10
Republicans running for the North Central Florida seat.


More from the trail
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Neal Dunn is backing Janes St. George to replace Ted Yoho.


“Gilchrist Sheriff endorses Kat Cammack for CD 3” via Drew Wilson
of Florida Politics — Gilchrist Sheriff Robert “Bobby” Schultz has
endorsed Cammack in the Republican primary to succeed Yoho in
Florida’s 3rd Congressional District. “Kat Cammack is the only person
running for her district’s congressional seat who actually has verified
experience fighting for all the issues which are important to her district’s
constituents. I know Congressman Yoho and Kat both personally and
professionally. There is not a back-down bone in her body and she is
cut from the same cloth he is,” said Schultz, the incoming president of
the Florida Sheriff’s Association. The endorsement is the latest in a
flurry from the Cammack campaign. Prior endorsements include
Republican politicians ranging from the city level up to U.S. Sen. Rand
Paul of Kentucky.


“Top Senate Republicans endorse Marva Preston for SD 3” via
Drew Wilson of Florida Politics — Senate President-Designate Wilton
Simpson and Majority Leader Kathleen Passidomo on Monday
endorsed Preston’s campaign for Senate District 3. Preston, a former
homicide detective and ordained minister, is one of two Republicans
running for the seat currently held by term-limited Democratic Sen. Bill
Montford. Preston faces Benjamin Horbowy in the Aug. 18 primary.
The winner will go up against Democratic Rep. Loranne Ausley in
November.


“‘I fired the bad cops’: Gregory Tony focuses on excessive force in
first TV ad” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Tony is out with his
first TV ad of the 2020 election cycle, in which he attempts to tackle the
ongoing issue of police brutality. That topic has been at the forefront in
recent weeks following George Floyd‘s death at the hands of several
Minneapolis police officers. Protests have been ongoing nationwide,
including in Broward County. Tony begins the new ad by alluding to his
Philadelphia upbringing. He says in the ad, “I’ve come this far, but I
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know we have further to go. I took on police brutality. I fired the bad
cops.” Tony’s campaign is highlighting two high-profile firings since he
took over the position in Jan. 2019. Tony argues those instances show
his intent to be tough on deputies accused of similar infractions going
forward.


To view the ad, click on the image below:


  


“Trump must take Florida’s potential disasters much more
seriously” via Joe Biden for the Miami Herald — Instead of taking
steps to ensure states such as Florida have what they need, Trump is
fixated on deflecting responsibility and blame for the current crisis. His
COVID-19 response was too little, too late. We simply can’t afford a
repeat this hurricane season. States need the resources to prepare
now, starting by expanding the number of emergency shelters and


Top opinion
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ensuring every single one has plans to help families maintain social
distancing. Hospitals and first responders need help to restock scarce
supplies. Nursing homes need tailored evacuation plans that account
for the heightened COVID-19 risk their residents face. Utility and
construction repair crews and essential workers must all have the
protection they need on the job.


  


“This is the wrong time and Tulsa is the wrong place for the Trump
rally” via the Tulsa World editorial board — We don’t know why Trump
chose Tulsa, but we can’t see any way that his visit will be good for the
city. Tulsa is still dealing with the challenges created by a pandemic.
The city and state have authorized reopening, but that doesn’t make a
mass indoor gathering of people pressed closely together and cheering
a good idea. There is no treatment for COVID-19 and no vaccine. It will
be our health care system that will have to deal with whatever effects
follow. Tulsa will be largely alone in dealing with what happens at a time
when the city’s budget resources have already been stretched thin from
the coronavirus pandemic. There’s no reason to think a Trump
appearance in Tulsa will have any effect on November’s election
outcome in Tulsa or Oklahoma.


“Let Broward voters create a real county Mayor, for a change” via
the South Florida Sun-Sentinel editorial board — When people in
Broward refer to “the mayor,” you know who they’re talking about: Dean
Trantalis, mayor of Fort Lauderdale. As Broward inched back to life in
May after a two-month lockdown, Trantalis was a visible presence,
working with business leaders and clashing with the county on access
to gyms and beaches. As city-county tensions flared, there was no
doubt who spoke for Broward’s largest city. At the county, by contrast, it
was hard to tell who was in charge. Nine county commissioners are
elected by the voters, but power is in the hands of County Administrator
Bertha Henry, whose authority expanded under a management plan
adopted for emergencies. When Henry dawdled over a reopening plan,
commissioners were powerless.


Opinions
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Federal courts have been making life remarkably interesting for Florida
politicians.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— For starters, Monday’s decision from the U.S. Supreme Court ruling
that discrimination against gays, lesbians and transgender persons in
the workplace is equivalent to sex discrimination … making it illegal
under federal law. State Rep. Carlos Guillermo-Smith offers his take.


— Next, a federal judge in Tallahassee who ruled against the state in a
case involving the voting rights of former felons refuses DeSantis’
request to put his decision on hold while the case is being appealed in
the Atlanta circuit court.


— While we’re talking about the 11th Circuit Court, they’ve just rejected
an appeal from a state lawmaker who tried to get out of a lawsuit by


Today's Sunrise
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claiming he has both legislative and sovereign immunity. The court
ruled Rep. Chuck Clements is not protected in this case, allowing the
lawsuit to continue.


— The Florida Department of Health reported 1,758 new cases of
COVID-19 Monday — a slight improvement compared to the Saturday
and Sunday, when we added more than 2,000 new cases per day.


— Checking in with Florida Man, who went for the trifecta: public
racism, public sexism and public urination.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“First look: Universal births new Jason Bourne show” via Dewayne
Bevil of the Orlando Sentinel — Universal Studios is now rolling out
“The Bourne Stuntacular,” a multimedia stage show, to its theme-park
visitors. Although its status is “technical rehearsal,” the attraction
appears to be on track to be the first major Orlando park debut in the
post-coronavirus-shutdown era. What audience members will see: A
gigantic screen — it’s 130 feet wide and 28 feet tall — plus a mix of real
and virtual actors (masks are one clue), fistfights, bursts of flames,
chase scenes, gunplay, dangling from the ceiling and more for about 20
minutes. The choreography of effects is tight, and the action appears
expertly rehearsed. “Stuntacular” is, of course, modeled on the movie
series revolving around spy Jason Bourne, usually played by Matt
Damon.


Aloe
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The Bourne Stuntacular is on track to be the first major Orlando park debut in the
post-coronavirus-shutdown era.


“Zoo Miami announces birth of critically endangered Bactrian
camel” via Amanda Batchelor of Local10.com — Zoo Miami on Monday
announced the recent birth of a critically endangered Bactrian camel.
According to a news release from the zoo, the camel, which was born
Saturday night, appears to be a girl and weighed just over 96 pounds at
birth. “Bactrian camels are critically endangered in the wild where it is
believed that less than a thousand remain,” the news release stated.
Zoo Miami officials said that the camels’ humps are not filled with water,
as many believe, but rather fat, which can help them go for long periods
of time without any food. Zoo Miami officials said camels have the
ability to drink up to 30 gallons of water at a time.


“WNBA to play season at single site in Florida without fans” via
Reuters — The Women’s National Basketball Association will begin its
2020 season in late July amid the COVID-19 outbreak with all games to
be played without fans at a single site in Florida, the league said. The
WNBA said in a statement the IMG Academy in Bradenton will be the
home for each of the league’s 12 teams and serve as a single site for
training camp, games and housing. Teams will play 22-game regular-
season games instead of the originally-scheduled 36 games, followed
by a traditional playoff format of single-elimination games for the first
two rounds and best-of-five series for the semis and finals.
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The WNBA is set to play the entire season in one location, and without fans.
Image via AP.


“The enormous risks and stakes driving the NBA's safety
discussions” via Zach Lowe of ESPN — Before entering the NBA's
proposed "bubble" at the ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex in
Orlando, Florida, the 1,500 players, staff, and coaches will interact with
almost no one else, and the league emerges three months later with
1,500 healthy people and one champion. Of course, experts caution,
reality is more complex. One renowned epidemiologist chuckled at the
very notion of a "bubble" approaching 2,000 people. "They are going to
see things on the ground they did not expect," said Steven Pergam, an
associate professor at the University of Washington and infectious
disease specialist.


  


Happy birthday to Omar Khan and Travis Moore.


Happy birthday
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 4, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – The State of Florida is responding to COVID-19. In an effort to keep Florida residents and visitors safe and aware regarding
the status of the virus, the Florida Department of Health will continue to issue this update every day through Phase 1 of Florida’s reopening plan.
Once the state moves into Phase 2, DOH will provide this update once per week. However, DOH will continue to update the COVID-19 dashboard
and post the state report daily.


Governor Ron DeSantis is in constant communication with Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz and State Surgeon
General Dr. Scott Rivkees as the State of Florida continues to monitor and respond to the threat of COVID-19.


Recent actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive
Order 20-86. To date, more than 58,100 traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 63,600 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
Approximately 2,239 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 316,766 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
The State University System has directed all 12 state universities to develop alternate plans for summer commencement ceremonies, which
include any rescheduled spring commencement plans that may have been postponed to summer.
The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) disseminated Executive Order 20-139 on Phase 2: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for
Florida’s Recovery to all 11 Area Agencies on Aging (AAA).


Additional actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH


The Florida Department of Health (DOH) announced that antibody COVID-19 test results data is now available. This report will be provided
once a week and contains county, race and lab information on antibody COVID-19 tests conducted in Florida. That report is available here. 
To date, DOH has reported more than 1,000 contact tracers who are assisting with COVID-19 efforts across the state.
DOH announced that the list of long-term care facilities in Florida associated with COVID-19 cases will now include active cases in each facility
in order to provide real-time data. The list of long-term care facilities with active COVID-19 cases is available here. 
DOH is providing a report detailing surveillance data for every Florida county. Previously, this information was only available for select
communities. The surveillance data report is available here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a Public Health Emergency for COVID-19 in Florida.
DOH established a public call center for questions regarding COVID-19. The call center launched Monday, March 2, and is open 24/7.
DOH established mechanisms for monitoring and coordination with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding
epidemiological activities.
DOH distributed CDC Interim Guidance for public health personnel evaluating Persons Under Investigation (PUI) and asymptomatic close
contacts of confirmed cases at their home or non-home residential settings to CHDs.
DOH approved and disseminated an updated Clinician Screening Tool for identifying COVID-19 PUIs.
DOH implemented testing at all three State Public Health Laboratories and distributed updated laboratory guidance regarding implementation
of testing at State Public Health Laboratories.
DOH has worked to implement additional private lab testing.
DOH has developed and disseminated pandemic planning guidance. 
Advised CHDs and HCCs to retain expired personal protective equipment until further notice.
DOH is continuing support for long-term care facilities with REST teams. DOH strike teams have completed assessments for 3,874 long term
care facilities to determine immediate unmet needs and promote appropriate infection control practices.
DOH strike teams are continuing to respond to long term care facilities with COVID-19 positive patients.
In an effort to increase testing, Governor DeSantis has directed Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees on an emergency temporary basis to allow
licensed pharmacists in Florida to order and administer COVID-19 tests.
DOH is working with Florida’s Board of Pharmacy and Florida’s Department of Business and Professional Regulation on mobile pharmacy
compliance guidance.


FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


The Florida Division of Emergency Management announced that an additional three COVID-19 testing sites across the state have been
created through a partnership between Publix, FDEM and Quest Diagnostics. Locations are available here.
Five state-supported drive-thru testing sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval counties are offering free antibody testing
to anyone over the age of 18. The sites with antibody tests are:


FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches, antibody testing is by appointment only and the site can accept up to 40 appointments per day
To make an appointment, call: 561-642-1000  


Hard Rock Stadium, can test up to 125 individuals per day
Miami Beach Convention Center, can test up to 80 individuals per day
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Orange County Convention Center, can test up to 125 individuals per day
TIAA Bank Field Lot J, can test up to 125 individuals per day


At the direction of Governor DeSantis, the state has established 15 drive-thru and 17 walk-up testing sites across the state, with more coming
online. More than 230,000 people have been tested at these sites. Floridians can find a site near them here.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


More than 27.5 million masks
More than 11 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 700 thousand gowns
91 thousand goggles
Nearly 52 thousand coveralls


For long-term care facilities alone, the Division has sent:
More than 10 million masks
1 million gloves
More than 500,000 face shields
160,000 gowns


The Florida Division of Emergency Management has launched a website to track the mobile lab that is testing long-term care facilities across
the state. The website is available here.
Find more information on DEM’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 1,400 onsite visits to facilities and nearly 14,500 telephone
calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
AHCA issued Emergency Order NO. 20-003 providing financial relief to nursing homes and Intermediate Care Facilities during the state’s
public health emergency. The emergency order extends the deadlines for March and April 2020 Quality Assessment payments until June 15,
2020 for Intermediate Care Facilities, and June 20, 2020 for nursing homes.
AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-2 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-3. These rules require nursing homes and assisted living facilities
to grant access to the Florida Department of Health or their authorized representative for the purpose infection prevention and control, including
mandated COVID-19 testing of both on-duty and off-duty staff when arranged by the Department.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-1 requiring hospitals to test all patients for COVID-19,
regardless of symptoms, prior to discharge to long-term care facilities.
AHCA sent out an email to nursing homes requiring the transfer of residents with verified or suspected cases if they cannot be appropriately
isolated and adhere to the CDC recommendations for COVID-19 response.
AHCA issued a provider alert announcing additional flexibilities within the Medicaid program made at the direction of Governor DeSantis.
Authorization requirements and services limits for medically necessary behavioral health care for are now waived.
AHCA created a new temporary Personal Care Attendant program to help long-term care facilities fill staffing shortages. The program provides
an 8-hour training on assisting with direct care so that personal care attendants can temporarily perform additional duties.
AHCA has been working with the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to ensure current Medicaid recipients maintain benefits during
the state of emergency. Medicaid application deadlines have also been extended.
Find more information on AHCA’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION


DPBR has distributed Additional Information for Barbershops and Cosmetology Salons Pursuant to Executive Order 20-120 and FAQs for
Executive Order 20-120 – Expanding Phase 1: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery to provide additional information and
guidelines for barbershops, cosmetology salons, and cosmetology specialty salons.
Find more information on DBPR’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES


Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which will automatically
issue benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school
meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
As part of her Hope for Healing Florida initiative, First Lady Casey DeSantis recently announced that the Department of Children and Families
(DCF) will be receiving a $1.9 million emergency grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, which will
provide crisis counseling and other mental health support for Floridians impacted by COVID-19.
Per DCF’s request, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Florida’s waiver to permit the state to launch a pilot project
that allows families to purchase groceries online with their Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card beginning April 21, 2020.
Under Governor DeSantis’ direction, DCF has temporarily increased Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients’ benefit
amount to the maximum monthly allotment based on household size through May 2020.
DCF worked with the Department of Health (DOH) to develop precautionary protocols for child welfare professionals and adult protective
investigators who may have to make in-person visits to ensure the safety of those vulnerable populations.
Find more information on DCF’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS


The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) has distributed cloth face coverings to all correctional officers and inmates at correctional
institutions statewide.
FDC is closely aligned with the CDC Interim Guidance on Management of COVID-19 in Correctional and Detention Facilities.
New inmate commitments from county jails undergo additional screening and 14-day quarantine before placement within the general
population.
FDC has suspended visitation and volunteer programs at all correctional institutions statewide.
Find more information on FDC’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY


Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through June 13, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
To comply with federal law, effective May 10, 2020, claimants for all Reemployment Assistance programs, including state Reemployment
Assistance, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, will be required to return to the
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CONNECT system every two weeks to request their benefits or “claim their weeks.” In doing so, claimants will confirm that they are still
unemployed and acknowledge that they are able and available for work should it be offered. For more information, click here. If claimants,
currently receiving Reemployment Assistance benefits, no longer wish to receive benefits, they do not need to claim their weeks, as payments
will stop processing if weeks stop being claimed.
DEO, in partnership with the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, launched a website to verify the identity of claimants
who have been locked out of their CONNECT account, the online system for processing Reemployment Assistance claims. Individuals who
were locked out of their CONNECT account have been notified and provided a direct link to verify their information so they can access their
account.
DEO is administering the Federal Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program. The program is offered by the federal CARES
Act and provides up to 13 weeks of benefits to a claimant who has exhausted Reemployment Assistance. For more information, please click
here.
The Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program that provides unemployment benefits to those that may not otherwise be
eligible under Florida’s state Reemployment Assistance program is available. Eligibility includes independent contractors, gig workers and
individuals who are self-employed. Working Floridians who have been impacted by COVID-19 and believe they may be eligible for Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance, can visit FloridaJobs.org and select "File a Claim" to apply and be considered for PUA. Individuals may also call 1-
833-FL-Apply (1-833-352-7759) for any questions they may have.
DEO continues to provide updates on the efforts made to address the challenges to Florida’s Reemployment Assistance program in response
to COVID-19. This includes a new State Reemployment Assistance Claims Dashboard that is updated daily to reflect the total number of
Reemployment Assistance Claims submitted, verified, processed and paid.
DEO announced more than 1,000 small businesses have been awarded more than $49 million from the Florida Small Emergency Bridge Loan
program. 
The Business Damage Assessment survey is activated and continues to accept surveys to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local
business operations and determine the appropriate actions for recovery. Click here to access the survey.
Find more information on DEO’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-EO-02 that:
Extends Professional and Temporary Educator Certificates expiring on June 30, 2020 to December 31, 2020.
Suspends the requirement for school districts to conduct annual evaluations for teachers and administrators for the 2019-20 school year;
Extends deadlines for English Language Learners to exit ESOL programs and suspends date of providing or extending services until
schools re-open;
Suspends requirement for districts to determine how to meet differentiated pay requirements for teachers on the performance pay
schedule;
Suspends testing requirement to student eligibility into college-credit dual enrollment courses;
Extends deadlines related to Individual Educational Plans;  
Extends deadlines for provisional and annual licenses issued by the Commission for Independent Education; and
Allows remote assessment for determining eligibility and priority for Vocational Rehabilitation services.


The Department of Education’s (DOE) Office of Early Learning, in coordination with local early learning coalitions, has prioritized and increased
access to childcare services for first responders and health care professionals by creating an expedited referral process to swiftly provide
priority access.
Florida College System institutions and private institutions across the state have donated more than 130 ventilators typically used in medical
training programs to local hospitals, community medical centers and other facilities.
Since April 1, 2020, when DOE announced the waiver of certification exam fees, more than 31,000 educators have signed up to take the
Florida Teacher Certification Examination using the waiver. This translates into over 62,000 actual exam registrations for a savings value of
more than $8 million for Florida educators.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran announced that 32,614 laptop computers are being distributed to 34
mostly small, rural school districts throughout Florida and the Florida A&M University Developmental Research School.
DOE has delayed the deadline for teacher certification requirements and offered a fee waiver for testing. More than 22,000 teachers have
taken advantage of the fee waiver so far.
The Florida Virtual School has created the Online Learning Community with engaging and informative content for teachers and parents of K-12
students.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Commissioner of Education Richard Corcoran recommended that all Florida public and private K-12 schools
continue distance learning and keep school campuses closed the remainder of the 2019-2020 academic year. DOE has compiled dozens of
free distance learning resources on its emergency response page. 
Find more information on DOE’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ELDER AFFAIRS


The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) disseminated Executive Order 20-139 on Phase 2: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for
Florida’s Recovery to all 11 Area Agencies on Aging (AAA).
DOEA provided technical assistance to AAAs regarding shopping assistance, meals, service delivery, telephone reassurance, and the
Restaurant Meal Initiative.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) issued Emergency Order 20-01
pertaining to in-person guardian visitation requirements where COVID-19 response and mitigation measures prevent such visits.
DOEA issued Guidance in furtherance of Order 20-01 for Public and Professional Guardians to remain in compliance with Florida Statute
744.361(14).
DOEA has created a dedicated webpage to provide resources on COVID-19 including: tips for caregivers, information on closures of senior
centers and adult day care centers, and alternative services for congregate meal sites.
Find more information on DOEA’s COVID-19 response here.


ENTERPRISE FLORIDA


Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a Virtual Trade Shows Grant Program to allow companies to identify international clients and
generate new export opportunities. Traditional international trade shows are being temporarily replaced by virtual events to promote safe
worldwide business opportunities. For more information, please contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI created a virtual trade grant program to help Florida companies do business overseas as international travel is restricted. Businesses
interested in learning more about the new Virtual Business Matchmaking service should contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI conducted regional calls with stakeholders across the state to identify ideas for long-range economic recovery.
EFI suspended initial fees for its Microfinance Loan Guarantee Program to support Florida’s small business community impacted by COVID-19.
Interested businesses must apply through a local lender. For further information please contact your lender or visit Enterprise Florida’s website.
See resources compiled by EFI for businesses impacted by COVID-19 here.
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION


As part of its phased reopening, Florida State Parks is offering limited camping availability for guests. For the protection of both staff and
visitors, camping will not be available at all parks and cabins will remain closed. Additional safety measures such as reduced visitor density
may also be in place.
To date, 90 percent of Florida State Parks have been partially opened. To continue social distancing and mitigate the spread of COVID-19,
each open park has unique procedures in place. See the latest park and trail information here.
Areas of Florida State Parks managed by the Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection (ORCP) have been partially reopened, including
remote access trails, beaches, and boat ramps at the Research Reserves. Islands, beaches, and submerged lands within the Aquatic
Preserves are being re-opened in accordance with local ordinances. See current information on ORCP-managed lands here.
Find more information on DEP’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL REGULATION


The Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) issued Emergency Order 2020-03 temporarily expanding the motor vehicle retail installment initial
payment rule.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-02 extending certain filing deadlines for Florida’s financial services providers.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-01 extending certain renewal deadlines for money services businesses. 
OFR provided guidance for consumer finance businesses and professionals.
OFR provided guidance and an operational update for Florida’s securities businesses and professionals.
OFR provided informational guidance and an update to Florida’s financial institutions.
OFR created helpful resource lists for businesses and individuals to contact their financial services providers:


Florida Financial Institution Resource List
Top 40 Mortgage Servicers Resource List
Additional Financial Information and Resources List


Find more information on OFR’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES


The Florida Highway Patrol is assisting with the implementation and enforcement of Executive Order 20-86 at the direction of Governor
DeSantis.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, FLHSMV Executive Director Rhodes has waived commercial truck hours of
service regulations and other related regulations so that emergency supplies, equipment, commodities and resources can be moved more
quickly and efficiently throughout the state.
Find more information on FLHSMV’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF INSURANCE REGULATION


As part of its ongoing effort to keep policyholders informed, OIR published a list of resources to connect Florida policyholders with assistance
being offered by insurers in response to COVID-19.
The Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-06M providing guidance on the use of technology to help
combat the spread of COVID-19, including encouraging insurers to broaden access to care for telehealth services, and requesting Pharmacy
Benefit Managers to transition to an electronic audit process in order to avoid unnecessary risk and maintain social distancing.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-05M reminding insurers of applicable statutes regarding workers’ compensation insurance.
Workers’ compensation insurers are expected to comply with all of the provisions of Florida’s Workers’ Compensation Law.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-03M directing all insurers and other entities regulated by OIR to review and update their
business continuity and/or continuity of operations plans. Companies are directed to immediately contact OIR if their continuity plans are
activated and/or if business operations become compromised so it can work with insurers to avoid any disruption in consumer services.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-04M providing general guidance on the treatment of policyholders as part of the state’s
ongoing efforts to protect Floridians.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-02M as a reminder to all health insurers, health maintenance organizations, and other health
entities to allow for early prescription refills.
Find more information on OIR’s COVID-19 response here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE


The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) has instituted additional screening measures for essential personnel and vendors within juvenile
facilities.
Find more information on DJJ’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) is disseminating information on the hiring of former first responders to assist Florida
Division of Emergency Management field operations.
FDLE continues to work with DBPR on the process for enforcing the 50% seating capacity limit for the re-opening of restaurants, as well as
establishing DBPR points of contacts for fielding complaints about violations.
FDLE is working with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association on traffic assistance at testing/collection sites
statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association to monitor law enforcement staffing
impacts and staffing needs due to COVID-19.
FDLE and FHP continue to facilitate the escort of testing collection kits statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Sheriffs Association and Florida Police Chiefs Association to provide support to FHP at I-10 and I-95
checkpoints.
FDLE continues to work with ESF-16 partners on airport screening missions.
Find more information on FDLE’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA LOTTERY


Effective March 23, Florida Lottery Headquarters and district offices are closed to the public until further notice.  
Find more information on the Florida Lottery’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES
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The Department of Management Services (DMS) launched a dedicated telework page with resources and tutorials for employees and
employers operating in a remote work environment.
At the Governor’s direction, DMS Secretary Jonathan Satter issued an emergency order to ensure federal benefits granted through The
Families First Coronavirus Response Act are available to employees.
As directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to expand covered
telehealth benefits at no additional employee cost.
Also directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to cover immunizations at
participating in-network retail pharmacies at no cost to the member during this public health emergency.
Find more information on DMS’ COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS


Approximately 2,239 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 316,766 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FLNG continues to support the state's COVID-19 response through augmentation to airport screening measures, statewide logistics support,
coordination, planning and operational mission sets.
Find more information on DMA’s response to COVID-19 here.


AGENCY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES


The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) sent out a Guidance Booklet to Providers and Waiver Support Coordinators recently to outline
waiver changes and flexibilities as a result of COVID-19. It also included information on infection control measures and recommended actions
when faced with various scenarios.
APD is distributing washable face masks donated by The Family Care Council to providers and customers living in APD group homes.
APD issued Emergency Order 20-03, which temporarily suspends face to face visits to administer the Questionnaire for Situational Information
to determine the level of need of APD customers.
Find more information on APD’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE


The Department of Revenue (DOR) has issued an emergency order extending certain corporate income tax (CIT) due dates. For corporations
with a fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2019, the due date for Florida CIT payments is extended to June 1, 2020. For corporations with fiscal years
ending Dec. 31, 2019, Jan. 31, 2020, or Feb. 29, 2020, the due date for Florida CIT returns is extended to August 3, 2020. The due dates for
Florida CIT payments for corporations with fiscal years ending Jan. 31 or Feb. 29, 2020, remain June 1, 2020 and July 1, 2020, respectively.
DOR has created a dedicated webpage for child support customers who have questions about the child support offset for Economic Impact
Payments under the CARES Act. Under federal law, these payments are subject to federal offset for persons who owe past-due support.
DOR has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for tax-related questions and information.
The department also has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for child support customers and alternative options for handling many child support
case activities without visiting an office.
Find more information on DOR’s response to COVID-19 here.


CAREERSOURCE FLORIDA


The CareerSource Florida network is offering in-person appointments to assist job seekers and businesses with employment needs, especially
those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, with the exception of career centers in Miami-Dade and Monroe counties.


CareerSource South Florida is offering services virtually and over the phone, with plans to provide in-person appointments as soon as
possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety protocol training to protect customers and
employees.


The CareerSource Florida network has continued to provide employment and business services virtually, via telephone, by email and by
appointment in some locations throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since March 1, CareerSource Florida has assisted the following individuals:


More than 339,000 job seekers served
More than 15,150 job seekers placed in employment
More than 1,465 job seekers enrolled in training
More than 19,600 businesses served
More than 59,730 new jobs posted


The state workforce board and all 24 local workforce development boards are assisting with CONNECT PIN resets and processing
Reemployment Assistance applications.
CareerSource Florida has launched an integrated public and business outreach campaign, Help is Here, a comprehensive resource for
employment and business services.
For a list of Florida’s local workforce development boards and their contact information, please click here.


STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF FLORIDA


The State University System has directed all 12 state universities to develop alternate plans for summer commencement ceremonies, which
include any rescheduled spring commencement plans that may have been postponed to summer.
The State University System Task Force has issued guidelines for reopening university campuses in the fall. Universities will present their
individual plans based on these guidelines to the Board of Governors on June 23, 2020.
Find more information on SUS’ response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-97, delaying elections in Pasco County at the request of Pasco County Supervisor of
Elections Brian Corley.
Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee announced the issuance of an emergency order and emergency rules to extend annual report filing deadlines
for business entities, as well as outline changes to the candidate petition and candidate qualifying processes.
Find more information on the Florida Department of State’s Response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


Governor DeSantis and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Secretary Thibault announced the opening of five new Interstate 4 (I-
4)/State Road (S.R.) 408 flyover ramps. This work was completed more than three months ahead of schedule and increases safety and
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mobility in the heart of Florida.
Due to continued lower traffic volumes as a result of COVID-19, FDOT expedited more than 40 additional critical transportation projects by at
least 650 total contract days, while also providing essential jobs to Floridians. Find more information about FDOT’s accelerated projects here.
FDOT Secretary Thibault and staff joined the Florida Trucking Association and the Florida Highway Patrol to hand out 500 meals to Florida’s
truck drivers.
FDOT is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86. To date, more than 58,100
traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 63,600 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
FDOT continues to coordinate with seaports across the state to monitor port activity.
Find more information on FDOT’s response to COVID-19 here.  


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA) has restricted visitor access to its state veterans’ homes until further notice, with the
exception of essential visitors. In addition, admissions in our network of state veterans’ homes are temporarily suspended.
Veterans who are concerned they may have symptoms of COVID-19, flu or cold should call the VISN 8 Clinical Contact Center toll free at (877)
741-3400 before coming to a VA facility. Clinicians are available to provide 24/7 virtual care and support, including nurse advice and triage.
To contact a teleworking FDVA Veterans’ Claims Examiner, call (727) 319-7440 or email VSO@fdva.state.fl.us.
Find more information on FDVA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION


The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) continues to be in close communication with the Governor’s Office, the Florida
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the most recent COVID-19 status and guidance.
Find more information on FWC’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION


The Florida Housing Finance Corporation (Florida Housing) issued an Emergency Rule to property owners and managers to suspend rent
increases during this public health emergency on properties funded by Florida Housing. Those who choose to implement rent increases that
impact residents during this global pandemic could result in consequences for future funding opportunities with Florida Housing.
As Florida Housing continues to be committed to the health and well-being of all Floridians, we have compiled a list of resources with relevant
information for homeowners, residents, developers, apartment owners, management companies, participating lenders, Realtors and SHIP
administrators regarding COVID-19.
Find more information on Florida Housing’s response to COVID-19 here.


VISIT FLORIDA


VISIT FLORIDA’s four welcome centers are closed until further notice. VISIT FLORIDA welcome center staff members have been trained to
provide customer service support for the Department of Economic Opportunity and are assisting with the influx of inquiries and calls from
impacted businesses and workers throughout the state.
Find more information on VISIT FLORIDA’s response to COVID-19 here.


VOLUNTEER FLORIDA


Volunteer Florida announced the availability of $300,000 in AmeriCorps Planning Grants to support organizations interested in implementing an
AmeriCorps program that addresses a critical community need caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Organizations interested in applying for
this planning grant should respond to the notice of funding by Thursday, June 18 at 5 pm (ET).
As the lead agency for volunteerism and service, Volunteer Florida is working to support voluntary organizations across the state and nation by
sharing resources, surveying needs and requesting that continuity of operations plans be created to avoid any service delivery disruption.
Find more information on Volunteer Florida’s response to COVID-19 here. 
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.24.20 — Burnin’ today: Duval, Trump, RNC,


Brodeur, DeSantis, Barr, Stone
Date: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 4:01:30 AM


Duval County was once the shining example of how to flatten the curve,
but the recent uptick in case numbers and the looming invasion of
thousands of Republican National Committee attendees has its
residents shook.


A new poll from the Public Opinion Research Lab at the University of
North Florida found most Duval voters are against playing host to the
GOP nominating spectacle, 58% to 42%.


Their languor doesn’t stem from disbelief of the benefits — two-thirds
recognize the RNC could bring up to $100 million to the area.
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Most Duval voters do not want the RNC to come to Jacksonville. Image via The
New York Times.


Nearly three quarters say it’s the potential for a renewed outbreak that
has them worried. Similarly, 61% said they were concerned about
protests and social unrest. More than half cited possible negative media
coverage, an understandable belief in the birthplace of #FloridaMorons.


“National nominating conventions are polarizing events, and
unsurprisingly the levels of support for Jacksonville hosting the RNC
varies dramatically by partisanship,” said PORL director Michael
Binder. “Under the backdrop of a pandemic that appears to have come
more fervently to Florida, the opposition to this event being hosted
locally seems much more concerning.”


The RNC opposition was coupled with lingering pandemic-related fears.
Nearly four-fifths said they were either somewhat or very concerned
about the pandemic in general and two-thirds are worried they may
contract the virus themselves.


Additionally, 35% of respondents said they personally know someone
who has tested positive for COVID-19, up from 21% in April. To that
end, 56% said they believe Jax is moving too quickly on easing
restrictions and reopening the economy.


“Even though levels of concern have abated somewhat since our last
poll in April, COVID-19 worries remain extremely high in Jacksonville,”
Binder said. “More people know somebody that has contracted the virus
and the economy is not turning around as quickly as people might have
hoped two months ago.”
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___


With Election Day fast approaching, Florida Realtors PAC unleashed a
volley of endorsements in legislative races across the state.


Near the top of the list was former Rep. Jason Broduer. The Sanford
Republican aims to replace term-limited Republican Sen. David
Simmons in SD 9, one of the most hotly contested Senate districts this
cycle.


Jason Brodeur is at the top of the Florida Realtors' endorsement list.


Others GOP Senate candidates getting the nod: Jennifer Bradley in
SD 5, former Rep. Jim Boyd in SD 21 and Rep. Ray Rodrigues in SD
27. All three are running in safely Republican districts, though
Rodrigues is being challenged by Rep. Heather Fitzenhagen in the
primary.


The committee also issued nine state House endorsements.


The picks: Republican Sam Garrison in HD 18; Democrat Samuel
Vilchez Santiago in HD 48; Republican Ned Hancock in HD 55;
Republican Rick Kozell in HD 82; Republican Dana Trabulsy in HD
84; Democrat Christine Hunschofsky in HD 96; Democrat Brian C.
Johnson in HD 101; Democrat Robin Bartleman in HD 104; and
Republican Jim Mooney in HD 120.


The committee said its selections considered “numerous factors,”
including voting records for the candidates with prior elected
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experience.


“The difficulties brought on by the pandemic make it clearer than ever
that having the right people in government is essential to ensuring
public safety and protecting the basic functions of society,” committee
board of trustees chair Tim Weisheyer.


“We believe these candidates are the right choice to fulfill those
responsibilities and look forward to supporting them in the upcoming
election.”


___


Good news about great people — Chloe Barr joins Allison
Aubuchon Communications — Tallahassee-based public relations
firm Allison Aubuchon Communications is growing with the addition of
Barr, who began her new post as account manager this month.


“Chloe is passionate about public relations, poised and professional
beyond her years and a joy to work with,” said firm president Allison
Aubuchon, APR. “It’s time for smart growth. Chloe has proved herself
to be a rock star and an asset. Her support, energy and creativity will
continue to add value to our purpose-driven client work.”


Congratulations to Chloe Barr, who is joining Allison Aubuchon Communications.


Barr had worked for Allison Aubuchon Communications as an account
assistant while a student at Florida State University, where she double-
majored in political science and public relations. After a year and a half
in that position, she now beings a full-time role.


  


—@GTConway3d: It’s been 118 days since @realDonaldTrump said
covid-19 cases “would go down to zero,” 61 days since he suggested


Situational awareness
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doctors inject household cleaning solutions into people, 3 days since he
said he slowed down testing, and 6 hours since he said he wasn’t
kidding about that.


—@realDonaldTrump: Cases are going up in the U.S. because we are
testing far more than any other country, and ever-expanding. With
smaller testing, we would show fewer cases!


Tweet, tweet:


—@Weijia: Just now I asked the President if he was kidding when he
said he told his people to slow down testing, which is how White House
officials explained the comment. He said, “I don’t kid.” He also said
again testing is a double-edged sword and praised the job the U.S. has
done.


—@GwenGraham: The level of #COVID deception in the
@GovRonDeSantis administration is appalling. If intensive care unit
beds are full, the beds are full and unavailable. Clearly, Florida is now
trying to manipulate ICU bed availability. The State’s defense is
ludicrous.


—@HollyBullardFL: I’ll drive my jalopy to the dance party USA then
settle in to re-watch the Red Wedding. Just another day in God’s
waiting room


—@bomani_jones: sad part is this bubba story now is pretty much
everyone did what they were supposed to. NASCAR thought they saw
a noose in their Black driver's garage and called the FBI. FBI
investigated. no one was accused. No one's name sullied. but it won't
be discussed as such.


—@mattyglesias: Isn’t capitalizing all the ethnicities except “white” a
weird way of privileging whiteness as if White people don’t have racial
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identity?


  


NBA training camp — 6; “The Outpost” with Orlando Bloom and Scott
Eastwood premieres — 9; NBA teams travel to Orlando — 13; Major
League Soccer will return to action — 14; Disney World Magic Kingdom
& Animal Kingdom to reopen — 17; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood
Studios to reopen — 21; Federal taxes due — 21; “Mulan” premieres —
30; TED conference rescheduled — 31; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet”
premieres — 37; NBA season restart in Orlando — 37; Democratic
National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 54; Florida primaries for
2020 state legislative/congressional races — 55; NBA draft lottery —
60; Indy 500 rescheduled — 60; Republican National Convention
begins in Charlotte — 62; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 65; U.S.
Open begins — 68; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 72;
Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 74; Rescheduled date
for French Open — 96; First presidential debate in Indiana — 100;
"Wonder Woman" premieres — 100; Preakness Stakes rescheduled —
101; First vice presidential debate at the University of Utah — 108; NBA
season ends (last possible date) — 110; Second presidential debate
scheduled at the University of Michigan — 113; NBA draft — 113; Wes
Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 114; NBA free agency
— 116; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 122; 2020 General
Election — 132; “Black Widow” premieres — 136; NBA 2020-21 training
camp — 139; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 146; “No Time to
Die” premieres — 153; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 160; “Top Gun:
Maverick” premieres — 202; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 228; New
start date for 2021 Olympics — 394; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 403;
“Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres — 499; “Thor: Love
and Thunder” premieres — 597; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness” premieres — 639; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 681;
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 835.


Days until







  


“Health experts emphasize drop in acuity of COVID-19 cases” via
Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — Florida may be counting twice as
many new COVID-19 cases daily as it did during the pandemic’s April
peak, but hospitalization rates still remain low, according to officials.
DeSantis traveled to Orlando to meet with medical experts at Orlando
Health. The positivity rate in Orange County has doubled in the last ten
days and weekly emergency department visits for COVID- and flu-like
illnesses have nearly triple this month. While that matches the trend
statewide, 23.2% of hospital ICU beds are available across the state, as
are 21.2% in Orange County. That share is greater than what it was at
the start of the pandemic. But local emergency department officials
have counted more hospital visits in recent weeks.


“State defends ICU capability, reporting changes” via Christine
Sexton of the News Service of Florida — In a statewide phone call with
hospitals, Agency for Health Care Administration Secretary Mary
Mayhew said a system that tracks the available number of hospital ICU


Corona Florida
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beds doesn’t provide the public with a full picture of the ability to provide
intensive-level care because it only includes the current number of beds
and not the potential number of beds facilities could offer if they
converted unused hospital space. “Hospitals still have adequate
capacity around the state. What we are not seeing captured is the
ability (for hospitals) to convert beds to ICU to have a level of ICU surge
capacity if needed,” Mayhew said. She said the state is closely tracking
hospital admissions as the number of people with COVID-19 spikes.


Mary Mayhew defends the change in ICU reporting.


“State sends message as it suspends bar’s license” via Jim Turner
of the News Service of Florida — A bar near the University of Central
Florida has had its state alcoholic beverage license suspended for
violating reopening guidelines after 13 employees and at least 28
customers tested positive for the novel coronavirus. The Florida
Department of Business and Professional Regulation announced the
emergency suspension of the license of The Knights Pub in Orlando.
The suspension came two days after DeSantis said the state would
begin cracking down on restaurants and bars that fail to follow
coronavirus guidelines. “Due to the Suspended Licensee’s failure to
abide by the explicit terms of Executive Order 20-139 and disregard of
the well-known dangers of COVID-19, it is likely that the Suspended
Licensee will continue its harmful business practices and behavior,” the
suspension said.


“University reopening plans given green light” via Ana Ceballos of
the News Service of Florida — The Florida university system’s Board of
Governors approved individual reopening plans put together by each of
the state’s 12 state universities. Chair Syd Kitson acknowledged it is
likely schools will see new cases pop up as students and employees
return to campus in the fall. “Social-distancing policies and other
protections for students and employees will become the norm,” Kitson
said. All the Florida university leaders will require the use of face masks
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on campus, with a few schools saying they intend to reprimand
employees and students who do not comply. Florida State University
President John Thrasher told the board that employees who do not
use face masks or abide by social-distance guidelines could be
suspended.


“State looks to draw tourists amid ‘devolving’ circumstances” via
Jim Turner of the News Service of Florida — VISIT FLORIDA intends to
use marketing dollars unspent from late winter and spring to get people
to again explore the state. In addition to a more-traditional $39.8 million
marketing plan that will go before the VISIT FLORIDA Board of
Directors, the tourism agency is looking to roll over $13 million from
campaigns that were shelved as the virus largely shut down the travel
industry. VISIT FLORIDA Chief Marketing Officer Staci Mellman told
members of the public-private agency’s Marketing Council that the
starting date for tiered marketing efforts is a “moving target.” “Our plan
was designed to remain nimble as local health data, traveler attitudes
and resident sentiment evolves,” Mellman said.
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“Coronavirus closes Orlando restaurants and bars from Mills 50 to
UCF and Doctor Phillips” via Austin Fuller of the Orlando Sentinel —
Restaurants near the University of Central Florida, in Orlando’s Mills 50
neighborhood and in Doctor Phillips have shut down again as
employees and customers across the region have tested positive for
coronavirus. From when restaurants could open back up May 4 through
May 26, there were 335 complaints filed against restaurants and bars
not following coronavirus rules. The department’s inspectors have been
reaching out to restaurant operators by phone about the governor’s
executive orders to supplement inspections responding to complaints
and other license matters.


“The Knights Pub owner says he closed the place weeks ago” via
Scott Powers of Florida Politics — The owner of the University of
Central Florida area bar that lost its liquor license Monday and became
the poster child for state officials’ vow to crack down on coronavirus
scofflaw businesses said he closed the place weeks ago out of his own
concern, and that he is now being made a scapegoat. The Knights Pub
owner Michael D’Esposito disputed statements in the state’s order to
suspend his liquor license, as well as those made by DeSantis and
Department of Business and Professional Regulation Secretary Halsey
Beshears, that the bar was ever flagrantly violating Phase Two bar-
reopening rules.


The Knight's Club outside of UCF had already been closed for weeks when the
state suspended its liquor license.


“Orange County moving forward with $700 million convention
center expansion” via Stephen Hudak and Jason Garcia of the
Orlando Sentinel — Orange County will continue pressing forward with
and spending money on a nearly $700 million convention center
expansion, though the project is likely to be slowed because tax


Corona local
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collections have collapsed amid the coronavirus pandemic. In a
presentation to county commissioners, Orange County staffers said
they may have to split the expansion into two phases. The overall
project involves two physically separate additions: A multipurpose
venue that would add more exhibition space and another section that
would add a big ballroom and more meeting rooms.


“Affordable housing company to raise rent, just as Orange County
shoots down rent freeze” via Stephen Hudak and Caroline Glenn of
the Orlando Sentinel — A Central Florida affordable housing company
that faced pushback for trying to raise rent in the midst of the
coronavirus outbreak is again moving forward with increases, at the
same time that Orange County commissioners shot down a proposal to
freeze rent for the next year to offer some relief to residents upended by
the virus’ economic impacts. Concord Rents issued a letter informing
tenants that it would be enforcing the rent increase it had previously
rescinded in April. The increase, which varies depending on tenants’
incomes, kicks in July 1.


“Coronavirus spoils Fourth of July fireworks” via Susannah Bryan of
the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — In previous years, thousands of
people across the nation have gathered on the Fourth of July to stare at
a sky lit up by fireworks. This year, those kinds of supersized crowds
could allow the coronavirus to spread even more. And that’s why so
many cities have canceled this year’s fireworks shows. Hollywood
Mayor Josh Levy said: “30,000 people close together, even outdoors,
is not a safe or responsible thing for a government to coordinate. We
were all resigned to recognize the risk of the virus and found ourselves
with no choice.”


  


“U.S. Attorney Larry Keefe running office remotely after
coronavirus diagnosis” via Jeff Burlew of the Tallahassee Democrat
— Keefe, U.S. attorney for the Northern District of Florida, announced
that he tested positive for COVID-19. However, Keefe, who has mild
symptoms so far, is still managing the office, which prosecutes federal
crimes from Pensacola to Gainesville. Keefe, who routinely wears a
mask in public, is the first prominent government official in Tallahassee
to announce he contracted the virus. He most likely got the coronavirus
while in Charleston, South Carolina, to be with his youngest son,
Patrick, while he had surgery for a brain tumor discovered just weeks
ago.


More local
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Larry Keefe is working remotely since his exposure to coronavirus.


“Leon County makes face coverings mandatory to stem
coronavirus spread” via Karl Etters of the Tallahassee Democrat —
Enforcing a Leon County Commission-backed mandate that face masks
be worn in public may be the toughest thing about the controversial
measure unanimously approved Tuesday. The requirement to wear
masks, which prevents the spread of coronavirus, has overwhelming
community support. In a separate motion, the commission approved a
civil fine schedule of $50, for the first infraction, $125 for the second
and a court appearance and fine up to $250 for a third. Anyone in
violation would not be subject to search and arrest for the noncriminal
offense.


“Lakeland Mayor remains hopeful for city mask mandate” via Staci
DaSilva of News Channel 8 — Lakeland Mayor Bill Mutz said he would
enact a citywide mask mandate if he had the same powers afforded to
other mayors in Florida. “I absolutely would have if I could do an
executive order. I can’t. And I really want to hear through the voice of a
commission,” he said. “I like our form of government. I’m not advocating
a change in that. I’m sure with reconsideration, we’ll readdress this.” He
repeated Tuesday he was stunned by the Lakeland city commission’s
decision Monday not to take up his emergency mask order for a vote.
“Not to even have a second on that proposal was a shock to me,” he
said. The mayor said it is now in other commissioners’ hands.


“Osceola County distributing $16M to residents, businesses, food
pantries” via Megan Mellado of WESH 2 — Osceola County leaders
are moving forward with plans to give out more than $16 million of
federal coronavirus relief money to residents, businesses owners and
food pantries. Commissioners voted Monday afternoon to split the
money up in three ways. 70% will be going toward rental and mortgage
assistance, 20% will be given to small businesses and 10% will be
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given to food pantries. The $16 million is just the first round of funding
from the federal coronavirus relief bill. The county is expecting a total of
$65 million for similar assistance programs. There’s no word yet on how
the money will be distributed.


  


“Donald Trump team weighs a CDC scrubbing to deflect mounting
criticism” via Nancy Cook and Adam Cancryn of POLITICO — Trump
administration aides in recent weeks have seriously discussed
launching an in-depth evaluation of the CDC to chart what they view as
its missteps in responding to the pandemic including an early failure to
deploy working test kits. Part of that audit would include examining
more closely the state-by-state death toll to tally only the Americans
who died from COVID-19 directly rather than other factors. Aides have
also discussed narrowing the mission of the agency or trying to embed
more political appointees in it. Trump aides have also been looking for a
person or entity outside China to blame for the coronavirus response
and have grown furious with the CDC, including its public health
guidance and actions on testing, making it a prime target.


Corona nation
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention campus in Atlanta. Donald
Trump is considering 'scrubbing' the agency as a coronavirus scapegoat. Image


via AP.


“E.U. may bar American travelers as it reopens borders, citing
failures on virus” via Matina Stevis-Gridneff of The New York Times —
European Union countries rushing to revive their economies and
reopen their borders after months of coronavirus restrictions are
prepared to block Americans from entering because the United States
has failed to control the scourge. That prospect, which would lump
American visitors in with Russians and Brazilians as unwelcome, is a
stinging blow to American prestige in the world and a repudiation of
Trump’s handling of the virus, which has more than 2.3 million cases
and upward of 120,000 deaths, more than any other country.


“Catching up when the virus comes” via Margaret Talev of Axios —
People in mostly red states where coronavirus cases have been rising
the fastest are developing a heightened sense of risk and taking steps
to dial back their exposure. A much lower-than-expected turnout last
weekend for Trump's rally in Tulsa is consistent with the broader trend
we're seeing in Week 14 of our national poll. "In the places with the
highest rates of increase, people are adjusting their behavior," said Cliff
Young, president of Ipsos U.S. Public Affairs. "The more proximate it is,
the greater the likelihood they adjust their behavior."


“Anthony Fauci says ‘it will be when not if’ for a COVID-19 vaccine”
via The Associated Press — Fauci has returned to Capitol Hill at a
fraught moment in the nation’s pandemic response, with coronavirus
cases rising in about half the states and political polarization competing
for attention with public health recommendations. Fauci was testifying
along with the heads of the Centers for Disease Control and
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Prevention, the Food and Drug Administration and a top official at the
Department of Health and Human Services. He said he believes “it will
be when and not if” there will be a COVID-19 vaccine and that he
remains “cautiously optimistic” that some will be ready at the end of the
year.


  


“U.S. small businesses mull job cuts after stimulus aid runs out”
via Katia Dmitrieva of Bloomberg — At least one in 10 small businesses
in the U.S. are expecting to lay off workers once their fiscal relief funds
run out, according to a new survey. While the vast majority of
companies aren’t currently planning cuts, the data from the National
Federation of Independent Business suggest that more aid may be
needed to keep businesses afloat and workers employed as the
economy gradually reopens in the midst of a pandemic — with many
states now facing spikes in COVID-19 cases. In the survey, 14% of
companies that received a loan from the Paycheck Protection Program,
the centerpiece of federal relief for small businesses, anticipate having
to reduce their workforce after using the loan.


Once the stimulus money runs out, many small businesses are considering
substantial job cuts. Image via Reuters.


“Lawmakers ask fed to help businesses struggling to make
mortgage payments” via Ben Eisen of The Wall Street Journal —
More than 100 members of Congress are calling on the Trump
administration and the Federal Reserve to help struggling businesses
pause debt payments in a key real estate financing market. Many of the
hotels, shopping malls and office buildings that borrow money in the
roughly $550 billion market for commercial-mortgage-backed securities


Corona economics
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said they have been unable to negotiate debt reprieves during the
coronavirus pandemic. The troubles stand in contrast to other types of
debt such as home mortgages, where borrowers have been able to
pause payments for as much as a year.


“How bad did air traffic crash in April? 96% in Orlando” via Scott
Powers of Florida Politics — Orlando International Airport air traffic fell
96% in April as the coronavirus crisis effectively shut down air travel,
according to a new report Tuesday. That’s compared to April 2019 and
reflects how devastating the coronavirus crisis was to the main engine
of the Central Florida economy, the tourism and hospitality business.
The theme parks were closed, the convention centers were closed, the
cruise ships at nearby Port Canaveral were closed, and everyone was
being discouraged from getting on an airplane. And so, almost no one
came to Orlando. That reality already was reflected earlier this month
when Orange County reported that its tourist development tax receipts
— hotel taxes — had plummeted 97% in April.


Passenger traffic at Orlando International Airport dropped 96% in April.


“Tampa Bay’s May home sales saw steepest declines of pandemic
so far” via Emily L. Mahoney of the Tampa Bay Times — Single-family
home sales in Tampa Bay plummeted in May at rates much higher than
even April’s year-over-year declines as the pandemic continued to stunt
the market, according to figures released Monday by Florida Realtors.
Pinellas’ sales were down 46% compared to May 2019, Hillsborough
saw a 28% drop and Pasco fell 32%. Those drops were steeper than
the entire U.S. market, which saw an annual 26.6% drop in May. Also
unlike April, these drops affected nearly every price range. Previously,
Hillsborough and Pasco both saw some pricier homes continue to be
sold at rates higher than last year. But in May, the economic slowdown
caused by the pandemic left virtually no price point unscathed.


“Orlando, Tampa July Bar exams expected to be in-person, raising
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concerns” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — In a month, more than
two thousand law school graduates will gather in Orlando and Tampa to
take the Florida Bar Exam. This event has some applicants worried
during a time of rising coronavirus infections seen in both cities and
Florida in general. The board indicated it has been working with the
Florida Department of Health and has laid out a list of physical-
distancing and mask-wearing requirements for the applicants, based on
what the board calls “currently available public health information.”
Some applicants say they are unconvinced that safety can be
maintained, and are worried.


  


“School children don’t spread coronavirus, French study shows”
via Marthe Fourcade of Bloomberg — School kids don’t appear to
transmit the new coronavirus to peers or teachers, a French study
found, weighing in on the crucial topic of children’s role in propagating
COVID-19. Scientists at Institut Pasteur studied 1,340 people in
Crepy-en-Valois, a town northeast of Paris that suffered an outbreak in
February and March, including 510 students from six primary schools.
They found three probable cases among kids that didn’t lead to more
infections among other pupils or teachers. The study confirms that
children appear to show fewer telltale symptoms than adults and be
less contagious, providing a justification for school reopening in
countries from Denmark to Switzerland.


A new French study finds that schoolchildren do not spread coronavirus. Image
via Reuters.


“Most educators want schools to stay closed to slow spread of
COVID-19” via Holly Yettick Kyrtz and Kevin Bushweller of Education


More corona
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Week — 65% of educators say schools should stay shut to slow the
spread of the coronavirus. The remaining 35% say the U.S. should
open up schools and get the country going again, even if that means
more people would get the coronavirus. High school teachers and
principals are more supportive of reopening schools than were
educators working with younger students. And educators are
significantly more likely to support a reopening if they or a close loved
one do not have an underlying health condition associated with a higher
risk of suffering ill effects from the virus.


“Americans are actually drinking less during the pandemic” via
Leslie Patton of Bloomberg — During the coronavirus pandemic, people
are drinking less. (Yes, you read that correctly.) While the masses are
buying more booze from grocers and liquor stores to drink at home, that
hasn’t been enough to fill the gaping hole created by declines in
shipments to restaurants, bars and sporting venues that were closed to
slow the virus. Global alcohol consumption isn’t expected to return to
pre-COVID-19 levels until 2024, and the U.S. recovery will take even
longer, according to researcher IWSR said. This is especially troubling
for brands in the U.S., where even before COVID-19 a growing number
of Americans, led by 20-somethings, increasingly striven to be
healthier.


  


“Trump says ‘learn from history’ instead of removing statues” via
Darlene Superville of The Associated Press — As America grapples
with racism in its past, Trump lined up squarely Tuesday with those who
argue that the pendulum has swung too far in favor of removing statues
and other symbols of that flawed history, saying mistakes will be
repeated if not learned from and understood. Trump’s campaign also
sees the divide over this latest cultural flashpoint as a way to boost the


Smoldering
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President’s standing, which has suffered during his handling of the
coronavirus outbreak and protests over racial injustice. He promised
executive action to protect monuments after some statues of
Confederates and other historical figures with checkered life stories
were angrily brought down from parks and other places of public
prominence.


Instead of removing statues and monuments, Donald Trump believes we should
‘learn from history.’ Image via AP.


“Poll: Nearly all in U.S. back criminal justice reform” via Colleen
Long and Hannah Fingerhut of The Associated Press — Americans
overwhelmingly want clear standards on when police officers may use
force and consequences for officers who do so excessively. The AP-
NORC poll also finds there is strong support for penalizing officers who
engage in racially biased policing. Americans are more likely now than
five years ago to say that police violence against the public is a very
serious problem and that officers who cause injury or death on the job
are treated too leniently. Americans are largely united behind the idea
that action is required: 29% think the criminal justice system needs “a
complete overhaul,” 40% say it needs “major changes” and 25% say it
needs “minor changes.” Just 5% believe no changes are necessary.


“Kamala Harris, Cory Booker and Chuck Schumer say GOP police
plan is 'not salvageable'” via Burgess Everett — Top Democratic
senators told Mitch McConnell that the Republicans’ policing overhaul
is “not salvageable,” the latest sign that Democrats will filibuster the
GOP bill on Wednesday and that the Senate is headed for deadlock on
the issue. Republicans were immediately incredulous that after
demanding a debate for days, Democrats were now ready to shut it
down before it truly started. McConnell says if Democrats want to
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amend his proposal, they need to cough up the seven votes needed to
get to 60 and break a filibuster.


—“A low-flying ‘show of force’” via Alex Horton, Andrew Ba Tran,
Aaron Steckelberg and John Muyskens of The Washington Post


“‘Slave Owner’ drawn on Jacksonville’s Andrew Jackson statue”
via The Associated Press — “Slave Owner” was scrawled in red paint
across a statue of Andrew Jackson in Jacksonville, following a
nationwide trend defacing monuments and statues with ties to slavery
in the wake of racial protests. The prominent statue is located in the
center of a busy traffic circle. Media reports say Jacksonville was
named after Jackson, the seventh president of the U.S. and an
American military figure who led several campaigns against the
Seminole Indians in Florida. The statue was also vandalized twice in
2015 when someone spray-painted “Black Lives Matter” and “Justice
for D,” a reference to D’Angelo Stallworth, who was shot and killed by
officers from the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office.


“They wanted to honor a Black man killed by police in Miami
Beach. Now, they’re suing” via C. Isaiah Smalls II of the Miami Herald
— Raymond Herisse was shot 116 times on Memorial Day Weekend
in 2011. Eight years later, an artist paid tribute to him with a portrait as
part of an effort to promote conversations about race in Miami Beach.
But the city removed the work the day after it went on display. Now, the
city is being sued over the decision to remove the work, with the artist
and the exhibit’s curators claiming government officials violated the
First Amendment. The lawsuit, filed in Miami federal court Tuesday by
the American Civil Liberties Union of Florida, accuses Miami Beach
Mayor Dan Gelber and City Manager Jimmy Morales of ordering the
piece, entitled “Memorial to Raymond Herisse,” to be taken down.


“A Florida cop killed Tony McDade. Now he’s hiding behind a law
meant to protect victims.” via Laura Thompson of Mother Jones —
Tallahassee police responded to a report of a fatal stabbing on a
residential street on the south side of town. McDade, a Black
transgender man, was identified as a suspect. When an officer chased
after him, McDade pulled a gun and “made a move consistent with
using the firearm against the officer,” according to a statement from
police. The cop pulled the trigger. Witnesses claim the officer, who they
say is white, never attempted to de-escalate the encounter before
resorting to lethal force. The identity of the officer who shot McDade
has been kept a secret. The Tallahassee Police Department says he is
the victim of a crime, the alleged attempt by McDade to shoot him, and
his identity should, therefore, be protected.
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A Black trans person was killed in a police encounter in Florida, the ‘epicenter of
anti-transgender violence.’ Image via AP.


“Over 100 rally for police in Boca Raton” via Christine Stapleton of
The Palm Beach Post — Over 100 supporters of the Boca Raton Police
Department and Trump braved a 100-degree heat index on Monday to
a rally for law enforcement and the President. The crowd, mostly
dressed in red, white and blue and carrying signs and flags, split into
groups to cover all four corners at the intersection of NW 2nd Avenue
and NW Second Street outside the police department. The rally began
with the Pledge of Allegiance and singing of God Bless America.
Retired law enforcement officers in the crowd wore hats and shirts from
their police departments, many emblazoned with NYPD. Two Boca
Raton police officers briefly stopped by to survey the event and were
lavished with thanks.


“Cop who shoved kneeling protester faces more scrutiny after
review of bodycam footage” via Rafael Olmeda and Brooke Baitinger
of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The Fort Lauderdale cop under
investigation for pushing a kneeling woman at a demonstration against
police brutality faces more scrutiny after a review of hundreds of
minutes of bodycam footage. Police have reviewed footage from past
cases involving Officer Steven Pohorence and found two incidents
troubling. In one of the newly released videos, it appears. Pohorence
places his knee on the neck of a suspect who refused orders to leave a
parked bus and terminal. In the other video, Pohorence walks toward
the suspect who allegedly trespassed on someone’s property and tells
him to, “Put your hands behind your back or I’ll put my hands on you.”


“Rally demands Lake County prosecutors charge officer in
prisoner death” via Grace Toohey of the Orlando Sentinel — Dozens
of people gathered at the Lake County prosecutors’ office demanding
criminal charges against the officer they said is responsible for the
death of a 51-year-old inmate at a state prison in Clermont last week.
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Assistant State Attorney Walter Forgie came out and addressed the
group, saying that the office was also “very concerned” about the death
of Christopher Howell. He said the agency had assigned a homicide
prosecutor to work alongside Florida Department of Law Enforcement
investigators. Howell died at an Orlando-area hospital after what the
Florida Department of Corrections described as a “use of force” incident
at Lake Correctional Institution the day prior.


“Tampa Police Chief Dugan has lost the public's trust, and it's his
own damn fault” via Colin Wolf of Creative Loafing Tampa Bay —
Dugan stood in front of reporters and vented. He said he’s at a loss of
what to do with a beleaguered department that has witnessed near
daily Black Lives Matter protests over the past month. "The police, we
always have everybody’s back and nobody has our back,” said Dugan,
a public servant whose salary is made possible by taxpayers. “Right
now the officers feel like they can’t win. And I would have to agree with
them.” The fact that he wholeheartedly thinks there's a "winner," at the
end of all this, speaks volumes. But as Dugan stood alone at the
podium, dressed in a button-down shirt rather than a traditional uniform,
the moment felt like a stark shift in his career.


  


“Prosecutor: Trump ally Roger Stone was ‘treated differently’” via
Mary Clarke Jalonick and Eric Tucker of The Associated Press — A
federal prosecutor is prepared to tell Congress on Wednesday that
Stone, a close ally of Trump, was given special treatment ahead of his
sentencing because of his relationship with the President. Aaron
Zelinsky, a career Justice Department prosecutor who worked on
cases as part of special counsel Robert Mueller’s investigation,
including the case against Stone, will say he was told in no uncertain
terms by supervisors that political considerations influenced the
handling of the case, according to testimony released by the House
Judiciary Committee. “What I heard — repeatedly — was that Roger
Stone was being treated differently from any other defendant because
of his relationship to the president,” Zelinsky says in the prepared
testimony.


D.C. matters
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' Prosecutors say Roger Stone received preferential treatment. Image via AP.


“U.S. Chamber gives Vern Buchanan high marks, Frederica Wilson
low ones” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — The U.S. Chamber of
Commerce issued high marks to Buchanan for his legislative record
this year. Wilson, on the other hand, did earn a passing grade from the
group. The most prominent pro-business lobby in the nation, the U.S.
Chamber just released its annual score card for every Senator and
Representative in Congress. That included scores in the 80s for both of
Florida’s Senators, Republicans Marco Rubio and Rick Scott. Rubio
earned an 89% legislative score based on whether he took the same
position as the Chamber on nine issues, voting differently only on a
cloture vote for Kimberly Reed’s confirmation as Export-Import Bank
president. In the House, Buchanan, a Sarasota Republican, tallied a
higher Chamber grade than any Florida lawmaker, including either
Senator.


“Trump’s visa restrictions will have impact on South Florida’s
multinationals, tech firms” via Michael Wilner and Monique O. Madan
of the Miami Herald — Trump expanded his crackdown on foreign
workers, freezing green cards issued outside the United States until the
end of the year and adding many temporary work visas to the freeze,
affecting tech companies, the tourism industry and hundreds of
multinationals in South Florida, many staffed with high-paid foreign
executives who live and work here. The new policy is “extending and
expanding” on Trump’s April pause on issuing new green cards, which
will continue beyond the initial 60-day period until the end of the year.


  Statewide
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“Bill limiting the use of solitary confinement for pregnant inmates
signed by Ron DeSantis” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics —
DeSantis signed a bill that will vastly limit the use of solitary
confinement for pregnant inmates in Florida. The measure, HB 1259, is
also known as the “Tammy Jackson Act,” named after a prisoner who
gave birth last year after being placed in an isolated jail cell in Broward
County. While incarcerated, Jackson said she had complained of
contractions overnight. Yet seven hours later, she delivered the child
without being taken to the hospital. It will also require that a pregnant
prisoner be observed by a correctional officer at least every hour.
Should a pregnant prisoner be placed in solitary, the measure
mandates a health care professional visit the woman once every 24
hours.


Ron DeSantis signed a slew of bills on Tuesday. Image via AP.


“DeSantis signs Holocaust, Ocoee Massacre education bill” via
Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — With racial injustice issues playing
out at both the national and state levels, DeSantis signed legislation
that would bring questions of race to the forefront of education. When
the law goes into effect July 1, it will require public schools to certify that
they teach about the Holocaust. Another provision of the bill sets the
ball rolling on teaching about the 1920 Ocoee Election Day Riots.
“While we will never replace the lives lost or erase the evils committed
during the Holocaust, we can ensure Floridians never forget these
atrocities,” said Sen. Lauren Book, the legislation’s Senate sponsor.


“Early childhood music education program to live another day” via
Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — DeSantis has signed legislation
giving a second chance to a childhood music education plan and study.
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The Early Childhood Music Education Incentive Pilot Program, which
has yet come to life, was set to expire on June 30. But legislation
spearheaded by Sen. Keith Perry extends the program and studies for
an additional two years. Perry told Florida Politics the measure is an
effort to narrow the achievement gap between students from low- and
high-income households. Studies have suggested music education at a
young age could help raise the intelligence of young students, and
Florida’s study could help confirm those findings.


“DeSantis signs bill allowing illuminated ads atop ride-share
vehicles” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — DeSantis signed a
bill that would authorize ride-share services such as Uber and Lyft to
place illuminated and digitally operated advertisements on top of ride-
share vehicles. The legislation, sponsored in the House by Republican
Rep. Bob Rommel of Collier County, would allow illuminated and
digitally operated advertisements ranging from 20 inches to 54 inches
so long as the sign does not block the driver’s line of sight. The bill also
clears the way for limousine companies to operate similarly to
transportation network companies like Uber and Lyft and allow such
companies to share the same regulations. The bill faced no resistance
in the House. In the Senate, however, the measure passed 37-2 with a
couple of Democrats bucking the consensus.


“Citizens insurance expects to top 500,000 policies” via the News
Service of Florida — After years of a relatively stable number of
policies, the state-backed Citizens Property Insurance Corp. expects to
see an increase to more than 500,000 policies this year, according to a
report President and CEO Barry Gilway is slated to present to the
Citizens Board of Governors. Citizens is projected to have about
517,000 at the end of 2020, the first time since 2015 that it has topped
500,000 policies, the report indicates. Citizens has long focused on
trying to move policies into the private insurance market and has
maintained a year-end policy count of between 427,392 and 455,843
over the past four years.


Happening today — The VISIT FLORIDA Board of Directors will host a
conference call, 9 a.m. Call-in number: 1-888-475-4499. Meeting code:
96652615158.


What Anthony Sabatini is reading — “Seminole Tax Collector Joel
Greenberg indicted, accused of stalking election opponent” via
Martin E. Comas, Monivette Cordeiro and Jeff Weiner of the Orlando
Sentinel — Wearing handcuffs and shackles, Greenberg was escorted
into a federal courtroom by U.S. Marshals, hours after he was arrested
on stalking and identity-theft charges. A Twitter account set up using
the victim’s name and photo, as well as a Facebook account that
purported to belong to a concerned teacher, was traced back to the IP
address of Greenberg’s home. Local authorities cleared the victim of
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wrongdoing, he said.


Seminole Tax Collector Joel Greenberg was arrested on federal stalking and
identity-theft charges.


“‘Suspicious’ car rental, other payments by Mayor’s campaign not
criminal, probe finds” via Aaron Leibowitz of the Miami Herald — The
Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Office investigated payments related to
the 2016 mayoral campaign of Miami Gardens Mayor Oliver Gilbert,
finding a “suspicious” car rental and some “haphazard” accounting but
insufficient evidence to prove any criminal activity, according to a
memorandum that describes the probe. The investigation delved into
whether Gilbert’s rental of an Infiniti QX80 constituted an unreported
campaign expenditure; whether Gilbert instructed the Miami Gardens
city clerk to falsify the date on an amended campaign treasurer’s report;
and whether he directed his campaign to make improper payments to a
for-profit company and to incorrectly label those payments as donations
to a nonprofit. In each instance, prosecutors said they couldn’t prove
the case.


“New charges in Bay County corruption probe; Commissioner
steps down” via Valerie Crowder of WFSU — A Bay County
commissioner has resigned as a result of an ongoing investigation into
public corruption. Former Bay County Commissioner Keith Baker was
booked into the Bay County Jail for state felony charges related to
fraud. Baker formally stepped down from his District 4 seat hours after
his arrest. Baker is facing state felony charges of bid tampering, official
misconduct and workman’s compensation fraud. He’s currently being
held in the Bay County Jail without bond. If convicted of all three
charges, Baker could face up to 35 years in prison. Baker’s arrest is
part of a broad probe into the misuse of public funds. The first round of
charges came last winter when two former Lynn Haven city officials
were arrested.
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New and renewed lobbying registrations:


Doug Holder, The Legis Group: Yawn Properties


Danny Jordan, Nicola Powell, Don Yaeger, Jeanette Yaeger,
Victoria Zepp, One Eighty Consulting: Ivanti


Sam Wagoner, Sunrise Consulting Group: Florida Academy of Pain
Medicine


Lobby regs


  


“Barring a landslide, what’s probably not coming on Nov. 3? A
result in the race for the White House.” via Amy Gardner of The
Washington Post — After voters in Pennsylvania, Georgia and Nevada
went to the polls this month, some races hung in the balance for days
as election officials waded through thousands of absentee ballots. On
Tuesday, a similar scenario is expected to play out in Kentucky and
New York, where officials have already announced that some results
will not be available for as long as a week. That, in turn, means that a
close race between Trump and Joe Biden in a pivotal state could take
days, even weeks, to resolve, election officials across the country are
warning.


2020
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Barring a landslide, chances are likely we will not get a definitive winner in the
2020 presidential race until well after November 3. Image via AP.


“Trump’s polls are plunging but it’s too early to count him out” via
Joshua Green of Bloomberg — With the nation reeling from the COVID-
19 pandemic, a recession that’s thrown 20 million people out of work,
and waves of protests against police violence, nearly every recent poll
shows Trump headed to defeat in November. And Trump’s sparsely
attended rally in Oklahoma last weekend did little to indicate those polls
are missing a hidden groundswell of support. The RealClearPolitics
average of general election polls finds Biden with a commanding lead
that’s grown to 9.5 points. A similar polling average from FiveThirtyEight
puts Biden ahead by 9.2 points and leading Trump in every
battleground state. On June 10, Gallup found that Trump’s approval
rating had plummeted 10 points, to 39%.


“Trump’s 2020 strategy: A never-ending war with states” via Anita
Kumar of POLITICO — For the last six months, Trump has turned
Governors into convenient stand-ins for his talking points, targeting
them in the way he previously went after congressional leaders and the
Democratic candidates for president. He has called them “weak” and
“pathetic,” “jerks” and “fools.” One was a “snake” and another, he said,
“doesn't have a clue.” And White House press secretary Kayleigh
McEnany boosted Trump’s message, kicking off a press briefing by
blaming governors for all matters of “violence and chaos” around the
country. “These states are responsible for policing their streets,” she
said. Trump’s strategy started during the pandemic and never stopped,
migrating from one problem to the next. And now, as he restarts his
campaign rallies amid the backdrop of both the pandemic and the
protests, he’s poised to once again clash with Governors.
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“How Joe Biden is catching up to the Trump money ‘juggernaut’”
via Shane Goldmacher of The Tampa Bay Times — Biden will hold his
first event of the 2020 campaign with former President Barack Obama
on Tuesday, and more than 120,000 people have already paid to
attend, according to the Biden campaign, raising more than $4 million.
The joint appearance will be the biggest grassroots fundraiser of the
cycle for the Democratic Party, serving not just as a coming-out party
for the former running mates but also as something of a punctuation
mark on Biden’s arrival as a financial force in his own right. Biden’s at
times anemic fundraising was one of his most glaring weaknesses
during the primary race, when he was often badly outspent by rivals.


“Trump’s willingness to meet with Nicolás Maduro becomes fodder
for Biden campaign ads in Miami” via David Smiley of the Miami
Herald — News of Trump’s willingness to meet someday with Maduro,
the embattled Venezuelan ruler, is coming to the AM radio dial in
Miami. And to Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. Following Trump’s
acknowledgment during an Axios interview published Sunday that he
would consider a face-to-face with Maduro, Biden’s campaign is
planning to publish ads online and on Spanish-language radio in the
Miami market highlighting the president’s openness to meeting with a
foreign leader whose reign has seen millions flee poverty-racked
Venezuela. Trump said on Twitter Monday that he would only meet with
Maduro to facilitate a peaceful exit from the country.


“White House spokesman Hogan Gidley moves to Trump
campaign” via Alex Isenstadt of POLITICO — Gidley, who has spent
nearly three years as a top White House spokesman, will serve as the
campaign’s national press secretary. The reelection effort has made
several major staff moves in recent weeks as it prepares for the general
election. In filling the position, Trump aides said they were looking for
someone who could help coordinate between the White House and
campaign. Gidley, who has been in talks with the campaign for around
a month, became a TV regular during his tenure.


“Why does Brad Parscale still have a job?” via Jonathan V. Last of
The Bulwark — Five days before Trump’s Tulsa rally, Parscale publicly
bragged that there had been “over 1M ticket requests.” In preparation
for this mass event, the Trump campaign rented out not only a 19,000
seat arena but overflow space next to it. The campaign planned to have
the President and Vice President make remarks both inside the arena
and outside on a stage built for the overflow crowd. On Saturday, 6,200
people showed up for Trump’s rally. In the normal course of events,
presidential campaign managers are people who spend decades
learning how electoral politics function. This is Parscale’s first time he’s
ever been the manager of a political campaign.
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After the fiasco in Tulsa, how does Brad Parscale still have a job?


  


“Trump puts the fear of the coronavirus into Jacksonville” via Ed
Kilgore of New York Magazine — The key idea behind the convention’s
switch from Charlotte switch was that Jacksonville had a Republican
mayor and Florida had a Republican governor, both anxious for the
attention and money a convention would bring the city and state’s hard-
pressed tourism industry. So those North Carolina ingrates would be
punished while Republicans enjoyed the eager hospitality available in
northeast Florida. The locals in Jacksonville aren’t necessarily any
happier about the public health implications. A poll showed 57% of
Duval county voters were concerned the convention would spur a new
COVID-19 outbreak while only 43% said they weren’t worried. The
jitters in Jacksonville also don’t currently take into account the
possibility that the Tulsa rally, sad as it was, may produce some
coronavirus fallout.


“Ashley Moody, Jimmy Patronis added to Republican National
Convention host committee” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics —
Jacksonville rolled out its host committee for the 2020 Republican
National Convention last week, but the final formation of the group has
been a work in progress. Appointed on Tuesday were three big names:
Attorney General Moody, CFO Patronis, and Jacksonville City
Councilwoman LeAnna Cumber. “Jacksonville is an incredibly special
part of our State and we are thrilled to share it with a national and
global audience,” Moody said in a statement. The trio will replace some
high-profile departing members. Leon Haley of UF Health Jacksonville
is exiting the committee and Vaughn McLaughlin of Potter’s House
Church was listed as a member, however, he and the committee
dispute whether or not he intended to be on the panel.


Convention countdown
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Jimmy Patronis and Ashley Moody are the latest to join the RNC host committee.


“UF Health CEO Dr. Leon Haley will leave RNC host committee” via
Mike Mendenhall of the Jacksonville Daily Record — Haley still intends
to provide health and safety protocol guidance for the event, said UF
Health Jacksonville Media Relations Manager Daniel Leveton, but the
hospital CEO will leave the Jacksonville 2020 Host Committee to focus
on preparing the medical facility for its role in the Aug. 24-27
convention. “I think the thought is that (Haley is) so tied up here, he
didn’t want to be pulled away from that,” Leveton said. Leveton said
because UF Health Jacksonville is the only Level I trauma center in
Northeast Florida, the hospital will be involved in planning for President
Donald Trump’s visit.
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“At virtual campaign kickoff, Debbie Mucarsel-Powell says race
‘key’ to winning White House” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics —
Mucarsel-Powell is kicking her campaign into full gear with a virtual
kickoff event. Mucarsel-Powell and other supporters joined together on
Zoom to discuss her reelection efforts in Florida’s 26th Congressional
District. “Her story really is the story of so many of her constituents in
District 26,” said Javier Fernández, who is now mounting a state
Senate bid. Mucarsel-Powell spoke of her background growing up in
Ecuador and how that’s given her perspective on President Donald
Trump‘s foreign policy.


SD 27 Republican primary could benefit Democrats — Florida
Democrats’ hopes of flipping the Senate got a boost thanks to
Republican Rep. Heather Fitzenhagen’s last-minute entry into the race
for SD 27, where fellow GOP Rep. Ray Rodrigues had been running
solo. As reported by Matt Dixon of POLITICO Florida, SD 27 is safely
Republican, meaning even a bitter primary would be unlikely to help


More from the trail
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Democratic candidate Rachel Brown win in November. However,
Fitzenhagen could prove a key ally for Democrats as she hasn’t
promised to vote for a Republican for Senate President. Sen. Wilton
Simpson, who is expected to lead the chamber after the election,
theorizes Fitzenhagen was recruited by incoming Democratic Leader
Gary Farmer and that she could vote for him if elected.


Happening today — Former Rep. Brodeur, a Sanford Republican, will
be holding a fundraiser in his campaign for Senate District 9, 5:30 p.m.,
McKinnon Groves, 1401 Williams Road, Winter Garden.


Save the date:


“Angie Nixon takes cash lead in HD 14 contest” via A.G. Gancarski
of Florida Politics — In Northwest Jacksonville’s House District 14,
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momentum continues to build for the challenger to Kim Daniels. Nixon,
the Democrat who hopes to upend Daniels, took a major step in that
direction between June 1 and 12. Nixon, who was an aide to Mia
Jones, raised $26,146 during that period … a sum that pushed her
over Daniels in the all-important cash on hand metric. Nixon has just
over $60,000 on hand. Daniels, who has raised $63,750, has just under
$50,000 to spend. Unlike Nixon, who aggressively fundraised in the first
part of June, Daniels raised nothing, spending $7,229 on her qualifying
fee and a print job.


— “Meet Pasha Baker, a Democrat running for House District 28”
via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


“Leon County GOP chair suing Commission following mask vote”
via Monica Casey of WCTV — Chair of the Leon County Republican
Party Evan Power says he is suing the Leon County Commission after
they passed an ordinance that will require masks to be worn inside
public businesses. “We’ve had discussions with legal counsel and I
think that a legal challenge would probably be coming because we feel
that it’s infringing on people’s privacy and rights,” Power said. Leon
County’s ordinance takes effect at 12:01 a.m.
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“Migrant workers are exploited for labor, blamed for coronavirus.
Just ask this nun” via Scott Maxwell of the Orlando Sentinel — Health
officials have spent the better part of a week talking about how young
adults were largely responsible for spreading the disease. We saw 40-
plus people infected at a single bar near UCF. But DeSantis claimed
the “No. 1 outbreak” was among Florida’s farmworker community. The
governor offered little in the way of proof beyond anecdotes. I asked the
Florida Department of Health if they had any statistics to back that up.
No one responded.


Top opinion


  


“Donald Trump is flat-out wrong. Mail-in voting is safer, not
vulnerable to fraud, like he says” via Juan-Carlos ‘J.C.’ Planas of the
Miami Herald — After the dismal reviews of his political rally in Tulsa
this weekend, Trump is back tweeting falsehoods about voting by mail


Opinions
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and how it could “fraudulently” rob him of his reelection. As a former
Republican member of the Florida Legislature, whose parents fled
political oppression, I am appalled that my community would tolerate
such an attack on our voting rights. There have been no cases in
Florida where vote-by-mail fraud has been alleged, let alone, proven or
overturned the results of an election. Mail-in voting lets Americans who,
despite being unable to leave their homes, still perform their civic duty.
Now, more than ever, when health concerns related to the COVID-19
pandemic require physical distancing, we must rely on this method of
voting as never before.


“DeSantis a serial fabricator on COVID-19 surge” via Randy Schultz
of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — DeSantis wants Florida to recover
from COVID-19 as quickly as possible, he should stop lying about the
rise in COVID-19 cases. As the state set records last week, DeSantis
tried to wish away the numbers. The cause, he said, was increased
testing. There was a cluster at Orlando International Airport and others
among farmworkers living in crowded conditions. In fact, multiple
reports confirmed that the increase in cases far outstripped the increase
in testing. DeSantis now has conceded that he lied.
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Florida’s Department of Health reports almost 3,300 new cases of
COVID-19 — driving the total to more than 103,000 since the pandemic
began.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— Florida has begun cracking down on bars and restaurants that are
ignoring social distancing and capacity limits during the pandemic. An
Orlando pub has earned the dubious distinction of becoming the first
bar in Florida to have its liquor license suspended for violating the
Governor’s order.


— Gov. DeSantis holds another news conference to talk about the
state’s efforts to contain coronavirus. But Senate Democrats are giving
him bad reviews, saying he’s not doing enough. Their biggest concern
is his refusal tissue a statewide order requiring the use of protective
masks. DeSantis says that’s not going to happen.


Today's Sunrise
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— Leaders of the state universities have presented their plans for what
they hope will be a safe reopening of Florida’s higher education system.
Each of the state’s 12 universities developed its own plan and they’re
endorsed by the State Surgeon General.


— Florida Secretary of State Laurel Lee says the election system is
preparing for the worst this year. Lee tells Sunrise they’ve spent millions
hardening security of local networks and training election workers to
prevent hackers from getting in.


— And a story of the Florida Man who steered a very expensive boat
into four channel markers before dumping it over an oyster bed.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“Segway, popular with police but not the public, hits brakes” via
Matt Ott and Cathy Bussewitz of The Associated Press — Segway,
which boldly claimed its two-wheeled personal transporter would


Aloe
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revolutionize the way people get around, is ending production of its
namesake vehicle. The Segway PT, popular with tourists and police
officers but perhaps better known for its high-profile crashes, will be
retired on July 15. “Within its first decade, the Segway PT became a
staple in security and law enforcement, viewed as an effective and
efficient personal vehicle,” Segway president Judy Cai said. But the
Segway accounted for less than 1.5% of the company’s revenue last
year. “This decision was not made lightly, and while the current
pandemic did impact sales and production, it was not a deciding factor
in our decision,” Cai said.


Segway says it will end production of its namesake two-wheeled balancing
personal transporter, popular with tourists and police officers but perhaps best


known for its high-profile crashes. Image via AP..


“TECO Peoples Gas named most trusted utility in the nation” via
Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — National research and data
analytics firm Escalent announced TECO Peoples Gas ranked highest
in the nation for brand trust in a survey of residential utility customers.
This is the sixth time TECO Peoples Gas has ranked highest in brand
trust out of the 140 electric and natural gas companies across the
country in the Escalent survey. The study provides a comprehensive
view into utilities’ relationships with their residential customers, and the
Brand Trust Index reflects a utility’s focus on its customers, community
support, effective communications, reliable service, dedication to the
environment and its overall reputation. Peoples Gas received the
highest overall score, and along with 43 other utilities in the top, earned
a Most Trusted Brand designation.


  Happy birthday
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Celebrating today are Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice Charles
Canady, Rep. Diane Hart, Blake Dowling, one of St. Pete’s best,
Mario Farias, Katie Flury of GrayRobinson, Tara Price, and our dear
friend Rich Newsome.
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From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: FW: Vice News Tonight Request
Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 1:02:06 PM
Attachments: image001.png


I propose that we send them the RNC statement:
 
The Florida Department of Health in Duval County’s mission is to protect, promote & improve the
health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county & community efforts; this will remain
the case throughout and well after the pandemic. Details of the RNC plan are underway and will be
shared with the public as the event approaches The recommended measures for the RNC will
significantly depend on what the data reveals in the upcoming months.
 
The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will continue to closely monitor state and local
data to gain insight into trends and any other epidemiological information that will help us better
understand the virus. COVID-19 safety protocols can change daily, and standards could be different
by August. The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will support the city of Jacksonville in
its efforts to keep Jacksonville and event attendees safe and healthy by recommending that up-to-
date CDC guidance for mass events is followed.
 
The Florida Department of Health in Duval County continues to recommend frequent handwashing,
social distancing and facial coverings as a way to mitigate spread. Those who are above age 65, have
chronic diseases or are immunocompromised should continue to avoid crowds and limit non-
essential travel.
 
 


 
From: Jesse Seidman <jesse.seidman@vice.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 11:47 AM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Vice News Tonight Request
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Hi Samantha,
 
Vice News Tonight is doing a story in Jacksonville Thursday on the lead up and the precautions being
taken by the county in preparation for the Republican National Convention. Would Dr. Rolle have
any time to chat with us about her concerns and how the county will mitigate the risk? 
 
Please let me know if this would be at all possible.
 
Thank you,
 
Jesse
 
--
Jesse Seidman
VICE News Tonight 
Washington, D.C. Bureau
C: 206.605.3061








From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Delegation  for 6.16.20: LGBTQ win  — Zoom  — trade deal  — Pulse  — RNC in Jax


Date: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 3:24:43 PM


  


As the 2019-20 session nears its end, the U.S. Supreme Court issued
a landmark ruling involving workplace discrimination. In a 6-3
decision, the court ruled in Bostock v. Clayton County that adds
lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgender individuals to those
protected from discrimination by employers.


"Congress adopted broad language making it illegal for an employer to
rely on an employee’s sex when deciding to fire that employee,” wrote
Justice Neil Gorsuch for the majority. “We do not hesitate to recognize
today a necessary consequence of that legislative choice: An employer
who fires an individual merely for being gay or transgender defies the
law."


A SCOTUS BLOCKBUSTER
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Demonstrators in favor of LGBT rights rally outside the U.S. Supreme Court.
Image via AP.


The ruling elicited a strong reaction from several delegation Democrats,
who hailed the court’s step as something that was overdue and
something to celebrate.


“Today is a historic day for the LGBTQ+ community and our country as
a whole,” Rep. Charlie Crist of St. Petersburg said in a statement.
“This landmark ruling sends a wave of hope to millions across the
nation, while firmly striking down workplace injustice against our
neighbors and loved ones in the LGBTQ+ community.”


At issue was a 1964 civil rights law that specifically made discrimination
based on sex unlawful. The LGBTQ community has battled for inclusion
as a protected category for decades.


“Thanks to the Supreme Court for being wise and fair, and to all whose
activism & courage made this victory possible,” said Rep Al Lawson of
Tallahassee on social media.


This issue has not been one Republicans have publicly supported, with
few rushing to issue statements of support. The Log Cabin
Republicans (LCR), a well-known group comprised of LGBTQ
members, also cheered the ruling.


“While we celebrate today, we know that the real work needs to
continue in Congress passing bipartisan legislation that will update the
Civil Rights Act and remove any ambiguity that sexual orientation and
gender identity are protected,” said LCR managing Director Charles
Moran in a statement.
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Crist and others are now shifting attention to legislation already passed
in the House. The Equality Act, which would legislatively extend
protections for sexual orientation and gender identity, passed the
House 13 months ago by a vote of 236-173 with Rep. Mario Diaz-
Balart among eight Republicans voting for the measure.


“Tomorrow, we get back to work. The People’s House has already
passed the Equality Act to extend civil rights to housing, education and
public accommodations,” Crist said. “The Supreme Court stands on the
right side of history. Americans are now counting on the Senate to
follow suit.”


The bill would also allow the Justice Department to intervene in equal
protection actions in federal court on account of sexual orientation or
gender identity. The bill would further prohibit an individual from being
denied access to a shared facility, including a restroom, locker room or
dressing room in accordance with the individual’s gender identity.


Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has shown no desire to bring
up the bill for discussion or a vote. Calls for him to do so will grow, but
he is just as likely to let the Supreme Court be the final word on the
issue for now.


  


Another conflict involving China recently surfaced when the
teleconferencing technology known as Zoom recently deactivated at
least one and maybe more accounts at the behest of the Chinese


WHO’S ZOOMING WHO?
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government. While Zoom has been a useful tool to conduct meetings
and teleconferences during the lockdowns precipitated by the COVID-
19 pandemic, Sen. Marco Rubio and a group of bipartisan colleagues
called out the company.


In a letter led by Rubio and Oregon Democratic Sen. Ron Wyden to
Zoom’s Chief Executive Officer Eric Yuan, a bipartisan group of 12
Senators demanded information why it took such a step after a group
held a Zoom meeting on the anniversary of the Tiananmen Square
massacre. Zoom admitted they complied with a request from the
Chinese government, allegedly to comply with Chinese law.


Zoom is getting heat from Washington D.C. after the company deactivated the
account of a Chinese dissident.


“We write with deep concern regarding reports that Zoom, a U.S.-based
company, deactivated the accounts of two U.S.-based, pro-democracy
Chinese activists after they held a Zoom meeting on the June 4
anniversary of the Tiananmen Square massacre,” the lawmakers wrote.


“Your company has admitted that it did so at the request of the Chinese
government to comply with the laws of the People’s Republic of China
(PRC), because some of the participants resided inside the PRC.”


The letter also contained specific questions including whether Zoom, an
American company whose servers are located in China, shares
information with the Chinese government; who specifically sought the
deactivations; and how many other accounts outside of China were
deactivated, among other questions.


China does not permit commemorations of the 1989 massacre. For the
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first time, Hong Kong’s government sought to ban them as well, but
several took place anyway.


“Zoom’s millions of daily users across the world who support and
demand basic freedoms deserve answers,” they wrote.


  


The “Phase One” trade deal with China has taken a distant back seat to
COVID-19 in recent months. Blaming your trading partner — with good
reason — of withholding evidence as to the severity of the coronavirus
does not engender mutual trust.


As China pledges it will honor the trade deal, Sen. Rick Scott wants
something more tangible. He wrote a letter to U.S. Trade
Representative Robert Lighthizer requesting information about
Communist China’s failures to live up to its commitments.


“We know Communist China is a country that never keeps its word,”
Scott wrote. “They have stolen our technology and have refused to
open their markets to foreign goods as required by their participation in
the World Trade Organization (WTO).


“Nations around the world are fighting the coronavirus pandemic that
spread because of Communist China’s lies and misinformation. Now,
based on reported information, China is openly failing to comply with
the Phase 1 trade agreement.”


Rick Scott wants more tangible evidence of China's commitment to 'free and fair
trade.'


Scott asked specific questions of Lighthizer, including whether COVID-
19 affected compliance and what are the consequences for


VIOLATING TRADE DEAL?
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noncompliance.


“Our first priority must be to protect Americans from the growing threat
of Communist China,” Scott continued. “The United States must
continue to be the leading voice on fair and free trade agreements, and
hold nations like China accountable if they want to pursue a global
partnership.”


  


Friday was a somber anniversary as Floridians, especially those in
Central Florida, remembered the lives lost at the hands of a domestic
terrorist at the Pulse nightclub. Both Scott and Rubio joined to introduce
a resolution honoring the 49 victims.


“Floridians will never forget the horrific events of June 12, 2016 — the
day our state, nation, the City of Orlando, and Hispanic and gay
communities were attacked in an act of terror, and 49 innocent lives
were lost,” Scott said in a joint release. “It was an evil act designed to
divide us as a nation and put fear in our hearts and minds. But we didn’t
let it. We came together and supported each other.”


On the 4th anniversary of the Pulse massacre, a new resolution honoring the 49
victims. Image via AP.


The resolution described the gunman as one “inspired by the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS)” and designated June 12 as “Pulse
Remembrance Day,” honoring the victims, survivors and first
responders.


PULSE RESOLUTION INTRODUCED
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“The tragic, despicable terrorist attack on the Hispanic and gay
communities in Orlando that took place four years ago was an act of
evil that took the lives of 49 innocent people,” Rubio said. “Each one of
them was a son or daughter, a brother or sister, a mother or father, a
husband, a wife, or a partner. Most importantly, they were part of our
families and of our communities.”


In the House, a resolution designating a national landmark for the site is
one step closer to reality (see “Resolution gets vote” below).


  


In 2017, the United States Soccer Federation’s (USSF) Board of
Directors instituted a new policy after Megan Rapinoe knelt during the
national anthem in support of people of color, similar to protests
inspired by San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick. In the
wake of recent events, the board has voted to repeal that policy.


This triggered a strong reaction from Rep. Matt Gaetz, who opined on
his podcast that he is drafting legislation compelling the USSF to
reverse their recent decision.


United States Soccer star Megan Rapinoe took a knee during the national
anthem, triggering Matt Gaetz. Image via AP.


“I’d rather the U.S. not have a soccer team than have a soccer team
that won’t stand for the national anthem,” the Fort Walton Beach
Republican tweeted. “You shouldn’t get to play under our flag as our


TAKING A STAND
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national team if you won’t stand when it’s raised.”


Gaetz notes that he differentiates this from the NFL allowing players to
kneel during games “because as much as I oppose that and don’t like it
... at least those are private people, working for a private company ...
who absolutely have the First Amendment right to do whatever the heck
they want to do, so long as it doesn’t hurt anyone else.”


He is expected to introduce the bill, which is doomed to failure in the
Democratic-controlled House, sometime this week.


“I certainly think that we have the right to compel that our national team
stand for the national anthem," Gaetz added. "While our anthem is
playing, while you serve on the team, I think there is an obligation to
respect our country.”


The issue ignited an extended Twitter fight between Gaetz and actor
Ron Perlman, an outspoken basher of President Donald Trump. It is
safe to say Twitter engaged in no censorship of this cyberspace tête-à-
tête.


  


Last week, Jacksonville was officially named as the site for the high
profile portions of the Republican National Convention, including
Trump’s acceptance speech. Official business will remain in Charlotte
as originally planned.


Now that Jacksonville knows the role it will play in August, the
community will need structure, volunteers and money. Rep. Michael
Waltz, who is credited with making an early pitch to Trump for bringing
the convention to Florida, will play a leading role.


JAX TACKLES CONVENTION
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Mike Waltz was instrumental in bringing the RNC to Jacksonville.


To demonstrate local commitment, Waltz, JAX Chamber President and
CEO, Daniel Davis, and Visit Jacksonville President Michael Corrigan
formed the Jacksonville Host Committee Inc. According to the filing
with the State of Florida, the committee was formed to “assist in the
planning, coordinating and implementing of the marketing and
promotion of the City of Jacksonville for the Republican National
Committee Nomination Acceptance.”


More information on what led up to last week’s announcement is
emerging. Waltz thanked those in Washington, but made it a point to
call out the commitment from Gov. Ron DeSantis, Mayor Lenny Curry
and a number of local officials as well party leadership.


“I want to give Ronna McDaniel, the head of the RNC, full credit for
seeing my hometown for what it is, which is an amazing city,” Waltz
said earlier this week on Fox and Friends. “The business community
needs this shot in the arm and they are ready to roll out the red carpet.”


The region’s other representatives spoke of the obvious economic
impact. Jacksonville Republican John Rutherford called the event “a
huge win for Northeast Florida and the Republican Party,” while
Democratic Rep. Al Lawson expressed concern for public safety as
thousands converge on Northeast Florida.


Now that Jacksonville is set for the big event, Waltz and the host
committee have a lot of work to do over the next two months.
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June 12 holds somber memories in Central Florida as it marks the
anniversary of the tragedy at Pulse nightclub in Orlando that left 49
people dead and 53 people wounded. This year brought the sad
remembrances, but also a meaningful step toward ensuring what
happened on June 12, 2016, are not forgotten.


On this year’s fourth anniversary, legislation sponsored by Orlando-
area Democrats Darren Soto, Stephanie Murphy, and Val Demings
has been cleared for a U.S. House floor vote. House Resolution
3094, which aims to designate the site as the “National Pulse
Memorial,” was introduced just one week before the third anniversary of
the tragedy last year.


“I am pleased to announce that Majority Leader Steny Hoyer has
committed to bringing our bill to the House Floor for a vote before the
end of June,” Soto, the resolution’s lead sponsor, said in a news
release. “Given the Pulse Remembrance Ceremony today, supporters
may take some solace in this latest development during this time of
mourning, reflection and unity.”


Stephanie Murphy and Darren Soto were key figures in getting a Pulse resolution
through Congress.


Specifically, it would give the permanent memorial and museum
national designation as a federal memorial, but leave full control of it to
the onePULSE Foundation, a nonprofit organization established by
Pulse owner Barbara Poma.


The National Pulse Memorial & Museum would be built around the
Pulse nightclub, which is the site of an interim memorial and would


RESOLUTION GETS VOTE
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include a museum and an education center dedicated to victims,
survivors, and first responders.


Most national memorials are owned and run by the U.S. National Park
Service, however, some are not. This allows them to raise money
through public or private grants and to operate independently. Although
the bill is likely to be approved in the Democratic-controlled House,
there is no sponsor yet in the Republican-controlled Senate.


Soto said that Rubio declined his invitation to lead that effort.


  


With the loss of millions of jobs due to the COVID-19 lockdowns, now-
unemployed workers face another threat that involves their health care.
With the loss of a job comes the loss of employer-provided health care,
forcing Americans to look for other options.


Democratic Rep. Kathy Castor of Tampa joined with Virginia Democrat
Abigail Spanberger in an effort to help those find health care through
the assistance of more experts known as “navigators.”


They crafted a letter to Secretary of Health and Human Services
(HHS) Alex Azar and Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS) Seema Verna seeking additional funding for more navigators to
shore up the efforts of the current team of overwhelmed navigators.


Virginia Democrat Abigail Spanberger is working with Kathy Castor to get more
'navigators' to help with the nation's health care system.


“Given the extent of the ongoing public health and economic crisis, we
urge your department to increase funding for Navigator programs from
the insurers’ user fees and release the awards as soon as possible,”
they wrote. “Increased and immediate access to funding will allow
Navigators to effectively assist the millions of Americans who have lost
their jobs and their insurance since the COVID-19 pandemic began.”


MORE NAVIGATORS NEEDED
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According to Castor and Spanberger, HHS support for navigators has
decreased by 84% since 2016, even as the user fees paid by insurers
remain substantially similar. In their letter, the members also urged
HHS to recognize the need for additional funding for navigators as
millions of Americans seek fair, accurate, and impartial coverage
information during the COVID-19 pandemic.


Seven delegation Democrats signed on to the letter including Soto,
Murphy, Ted Deutch, Donna Shalala, Debbie Wasserman Schultz,
Lois Frankel and Alcee Hastings.


  


When it comes to oil and gas drilling, Florida is never really out of the
picture despite assurances to the contrary. Reports are surfacing that
indicate a push to include the eastern Gulf of Mexico will come if
Trump is reelected.


With the entire Florida delegation on record opposing the concept,
many were quick to express their opposition. The Deepwater Horizon
disaster is now a decade in the past, but the memories are vivid to
Floridians.


“America’s future is clean and renewable energy, not dirty and
dangerous oil drilling off our beautiful coast,” tweeted Democratic Rep.
Castor of Tampa, complete with the red siren graphic.


Despite marching with lockstep with Democrats on the issue,
Republicans are not as concerned with the thought drilling is around
the corner, citing Trump’s understanding of the bipartisan opposition to
the practice. They point to the POLITICO story that started the
controversy anew, saying it contained information from anonymous
sources.


“I know the [Interior] secretary and certain parts of the oil industry would
love to drill that up,” said Naples Republican Francis Rooney. “I’ve
talked to the President, Matt Gaetz has talked to the president, Marco
Rubio, Rick Scott have talked to the president. I do think the President
understands how important this issue is and how bipartisan this issue is
in Florida.


“People in Florida do not want offshore drilling. It scares everybody
because of the risks to our tourist economy,” Rooney added. “We can’t
just have that threat hanging over our head.”


A bipartisan group within the delegation again banded together to
reaffirm their opposition in a letter to Secretary of the Interior David
Bernhardt. Democratic Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell made her


OIL DRILLING REVISITED
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opposition clear in a new digital ad.


To view the ad, click on the image below:


  


The United States Chamber of Commerce initiated a new award this
year called the Abraham Lincoln Leadership for America Award. The
award recognizes members of Congress who demonstrate the
leadership needed to advance policies that support American business.


The top 20 scoring members of the House and the Top 10 Senators
within both parties were the first recipients of the award. In the House,
Dover Republican Ross Spano was honored, while Scott was also a
recipient.


“I am proud to accept this recognition on behalf of businesses in
Florida’s 15th District and across the country that are the drivers of our
economy,” Spano said in a statement. “As a former small-business
owner, I have devoted my service in Congress to help these businesses
thrive.”


AWARD WINNERS ANNOUNCED
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Ross Spano was recognized with a U.S. Chamber leadership award.


The award is based on the number of times a member took the
Chamber’s recommended actions. Members are ranked relative to the
performance of all other members of their party, with the top-ranked in
both parties earning 100%. The 10 top scoring senators and 20 top
scoring House representatives (apportioned by party) earn this award.


Spano earned a score of 99, while Scott achieved a 96. The winners
were evenly split among the parties.


“I recognize the special challenges (small businesses) have faced this
year, but I have also seen firsthand their determination to come out
stronger than ever before,” Spano added. “The Great American
Comeback is around the corner, and I have no doubt the best is yet to
come!”


The Chamber of Commerce also introduced the Jefferson-Hamilton
award for bipartisanship, but no Floridian was honored this year.


  


Manatee and Sarasota County, which are in the district of Longboat
Key Republican Vern Buchanan, have been hit particularly hard by
the COVID-19 virus. The fatality rate equals that of the more highly-
populated counties of nearby Hillsborough and Pinellas while the
economic impacts have been particularly devastating.


With that in mind, Buchanan sent a letter to Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis applauding the announcement that his administration will
soon begin disbursing unused coronavirus relief funds to Florida
counties and requested a significant portion to be directed to Manatee
and Sarasota.


BUCHANAN SEEKING LEFTOVERS
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Vern Buchanan is asking Ron DeSantis to allocated COVID-19 money to Manatee
and Sarasota, to counties hit hardest by the virus.


“These two counties are still trying to cope with high COVID-19
caseloads, rising costs and significant revenue losses,” Buchanan
wrote. “Manatee and Sarasota are under the population threshold of
500,000 and were not eligible for direct coronavirus relief funds, even
though they have two of the highest rates of coronavirus deaths of any
Florida county.”


Buchanan further pointed out the counties that have the first and
second-highest number of deaths among counties yet to receive federal
assistance. He further pointed to a survey projecting a possible $2.3
billion economic slump for the area over the next 90 days.


DeSantis announced last week that the Florida Division of Emergency
Management will begin distributing more than $1.2 billion in federal
coronavirus relief funding to smaller counties across Florida. Under the
CARES Act passed by Congress in March, a county or city must have
at least 500,000 people to be eligible for direct financial assistance
related to coronavirus.


In April, Buchanan asked Congressional leaders to have the population
level lowered to 400,000 residents, noting counties with far fewer
coronavirus impacts receiving funds when smaller, heavily-affected
counties were receiving nothing. After that was unsuccessful, appealing
for leftover funds to be distributed at the Governor’s discretion was the
next logical step.


“We need to do everything we can to help Floridians and our state
recover as soon as possible,” Buchanan said in closing. “Again, I urge
you to prioritize coronavirus relief funding for Manatee and Sarasota
counties and look forward to your prompt response on this very
important issue.”
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Last week, House Democrats introduced the Justice in Policing Act
designed to set federal standards for police training, conduct, and
accountability. Among items expected to be rolled into the bill was a
proposal from Democratic Rep. Frederica Wilson to launch a
commission on the status of black men and boys.


Wilson’s legislation was not included in the 134-page bill, but instead is
moving as a stand-alone bill. The Commission on the Social Status
of Black Men and Boys Act was introduced by Wilson 14 months ago,
but the current push for reform now has it on the fast track for a vote
and ultimate passage.


“It is easier to build strong children than to repair broken men,” Wilson
told CQ Roll Call. She said disparities must be addressed so that black
boys have “equal opportunities to develop the skills required to become
successful men.”


Frederica Wilson is seeking a commission on the status of black men and boys.


The bill would establish the Commission on the Social Status of Black
Men and Boys under the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. The mission
would be to study systematic conditions impacting black males,
including “homicide rates, arrest and incarceration rates, poverty,
violence, fatherhood, mentorship, drug abuse, death rates, disparate
income and wealth levels, school performance in all grade levels
including postsecondary levels and college, and health issues.”


Wilson’s bill is co-sponsored by 183 members, including all delegation
Democrats and three Republicans who include Bill Posey, Daniel
Webster, and Greg Steube. The number of co-sponsors exploded
following the death of George Floyd.


WILSON BILL MOVING
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Rubio is sponsoring the Senate companion bill, joined by Democratic
Sens. Kamala Harris of California and Cory Booker of New Jersey.
Rubio and the two Democrats introduced the bill nearly a year ago and
now has 13 GOP co-sponsors, including Scott. Since Floyd’s killing, 11
have signed on but no additional Democrats.


  


June 16, 2001 — President George W. Bush and Russian President
Vladimir Putin held their first summit meeting in Slovenia. The two
emerged pledging to deepen the bonds between the two nations and
explore the possibility of a compromise on U.S. missile defense plans,
which the Russians strongly oppose.


“This was a very good meeting,” Bush said at the closing news
conference. “I looked the man in the eye. I found him very
straightforward and trustworthy — I was able to get a sense of his soul.”


June 16, 2015 — Real estate mogul and reality television star Donald
Trump made it official as he announced his candidacy for the
Republican nomination for President. Trump, accompanied by his wife
Melania, stepped off a Trump Tower escalator and officially joined the
GOP field that already contained 11 candidates, including Jeb Bush
and Marco Rubio. Trump is polling ninth among the Republicans


“I will be the greatest jobs President God ever created,” Trump said
during his 45-minute speech. “The American dream is dead, but if I win,
I will bring it back bigger, better, and stronger than ever before.”


ON THIS DAY
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Breaking — A Florida lobbyist who attended a recent Republican fundraiser
near Jacksonville has tested positive for COVID-19. The lobbyist attended an
event at the Ponte Vedra Inn and Club on Thursday and Saturday.


Speaker-designate Chris Sprowls confirmed the situation.


“I have called every member present and we are in the process of calling every
attendee to notify them. We are encouraging all of them to self-quarantine
and/or get tested as soon as possible. While there were precautions made
available, further gatherings in the near future have been canceled,” Sprowls
said.


Among those in attendance were future House Speaker Paul Renner, Reps.
Cord Byrd, Wyman Duggan, Elizabeth Fetterhoff, Jason Fischer, Tom


First Shot







Leek and Clay Yarborough and House District 18 candidate Sam Garrison.


The Republican Party of Florida sponsored the event. Sprowls, Renner and
Rep. Daniel Perez hosted. Organizers say precautions were taken at that event.


Full story here.


___


More voters than ever are expected to use mail ballots in 2020.


If the coronavirus lingers and that proves true, the Democrats have built up an
advantage.


The Florida Democratic Party announced Monday that a million registered
Democrats have either renewed their vote-by-mail registrations or signed up
for the first time, giving the party a 423,379-voter advantage over registered
Republicans.


That’s nearly half again more than the 300,000-voter gap FDP touted two
weeks ago. By comparison, just 8,800 more Democrats than Republicans used
mail-in ballots last presidential election.


“In an election that will be decided on the margins, the Florida Democratic
Party is committed to making sure every single voter in Florida is able to vote
safely and securely this November,” FDP Chair Terrie Rizzo said.


“Our team has been working tirelessly to organize thousands of volunteers to
do the important work of enrolling their friends and neighbors into vote-by-
mail. We are thrilled by the incredible energy we are seeing on the ground and
today we are proud to announce that 1 million more Democrats have enrolled
in vote-by-mail to elect Joe Biden this November!”


FDP said hitting the milestone took more than 3.8 million phone calls, texts to
4.1 million voters and volunteers completed 19,404 shifts.


The party also highlighted an edge in luring new votes — as it stands, FDP has
registered more voters than the Republican Party of Florida this cycle and is
tracking ahead of its 2018 numbers by about 15,000 registrations.


___


Tallahassee attorney Benjamin J. Gibson has been elected Chair of the 1st
District Court of Appeal Judicial Nomination Commission.


Gibson was selected among the nine members of the nonpartisan commission,
which provides the Governor with recommendations to fill vacant judgeships.


Gibson is a partner at the Tallahassee office of Shutts & Bowen and was
appointed to a four-year term on the 1st DCA Judicial Nominating
Commission in 2018 by then-Gov. Rick Scott.
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He also has ties to Gov. Ron DeSantis’ administration, serving as General
Counsel on the transition team and advising the Governor on the appointment
of three Florida Supreme Court Justices.


In addition, Gibson has counseled the Governor’s office on issues relating to
ethics, financial disclosure, public records and the Sunshine Law. He also
personally advised Scott on more than 120 judicial appointments to Florida’s
trial courts, District Courts of Appeal and the Supreme Court.


In private practice, Gibson serves as Vice-Chair of the Shutts & Bowen’s
Appellate Practice Group and focuses on representing corporate, political and
government clients in appellate, litigation, and administrative matters as well
as government affairs.


  


Positive cases:


— 278,667 FL residents (+12,548 since Sunday)


— 3,768 Non-FL residents (+76 since Sunday)


Origin:


— 2,904 Travel related


— 75,365 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,810 Both


— 197,588 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 18,498 in FL


Deaths:


— 4,381 in FL


Coronavirus Numbers


  


As of Sunday:


Total claims: 3,024,968


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,798,244


— Claim verification queue: 228,486


— Claims processed: 2,569,758


Unemployment Numbers







— Claims paid: 1,686,911 (+11,056 since Thursday)


Total paid out: $9.8 billion (+$256 million since Thursday)


  


1. "Donald Trump has dragged America back to full-on Lost Cause
craziness" via Diane Roberts of the Florida Phoenix


2. “Why Joe Biden has his eye on Karen Bass” via Edward-Isaac Dovere of
The Atlantic


3. “White House says Republican National Convention to ‘move forward’”
via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


4. “Trump’s aides moved to undercut Dr. Anthony Fauci, the top U.S.
infectious disease expert” via Maggie Haberman of The New York Times


5. “The Supreme Court’s big rulings were surprisingly mainstream this
year” via Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux of FiveThirtyEight


6. “Sanctions from Communist China won’t silence Marco Rubio’s
criticisms” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


7. "State tallies 12,624 new coronavirus cases, second-highest to date" via
WFLA 8


8. “Ron DeSantis offers no end to bar shutdown” via Jim Turner of the
News Service of Florida


9. “DeSantis calls on FEMA to help relieve Florida’s nurse shortage” via
Christine Jordan Sexton of News Service of Florida


10. "New York will fine travelers from Florida $2,000 if they don't follow
coronavirus rules" via 10 Tampa Bay


11. “At college health centers, students battle misdiagnoses and
inaccessible care” via Jenn Abelson, Nicole Dungca, Meryl Kornfield and
Andrew Ba Tran of The Washington Post


12. "The rising sun: Danny Perez is learning the lessons José Oliva never
did" via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics


13. "NRA lobbyist Marion Hammer to face ethics commission hearing" via
Dan Christensen of the Florida Bulldog


14. “Council member felt threatened by message from St. Petersburg
police union chief” via Josh Solomon of the Tampa Bay Times


15. “Key West issues a stricter mandatory mask law as COVID-19 cases
rise” via Gwen Filosa of the Miami Herald


Evening Reads
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“Any stimulus should be directed at the root cause of our recession: dealing
with COVID. I know it isn’t popular to talk about in some Republican circles,
but we still have a testing problem in this country. My son was tested recently;
we had to wait five to seven days for results. My daughter wanted to get tested
before visiting her grandparents but was told she didn’t qualify. That is simply
inexcusable at this point in the pandemic.” — Former White House Chief of
Staff Mick Mulvaney, on the next coronavirus stimulus.


Quote of the Day


  Bill Day's Latest
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  Breakthrough Insights
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From: Jenkins, Melissa I
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: RE: Keep Your Head Up!
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:51:19 PM
Attachments: image003.png
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AMEN!!! We needed that…Thank you Dr. Rolle
 


 
From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:38 PM
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users <_CHD16all@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Keep Your Head Up!
 


Good afternoon Team Duval!


 


We are now into Week 25 of our County Health Department COVID-19 response.  A
lot has happened since I last wrote you.  We have had several team members retire
or simply decide to pursue other opportunities.  We have celebrated births, marriages,
graduations and various life events all while attempting to serve the community.  As
we were busy doing the work of public health, the world began to spiral out of control.
The COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to slowly increase, and we watched in
disbelief as the world took to the streets in response to the recent events in the United
States.  During this time, we also learned that Jacksonville would host the Republican
National Convention.  So much has happened indeed.


Please know that our work is valuable and must continue.  Now more than ever, we
need to ride the wave and build a better boat.  Or to put it a different way…in the
words of Tupac Shakur, “Keep Your Head Up!”  I know that some of you are tired and
you’re wondering when will it end?  While others are thinking, “This is what we live
for!”, “This is what we do!”.  I say to you “Keep Your Head Up!”  Public health is on
display.  Although you may not be activated to work the COVID-19 response at this
time, you are still a public health ambassador.  Your words mean something.  Every
social media post and every conversation is an opportunity to use your super power
to do good and educate those you’re connected with.
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While we all have differing opinions regarding the pandemic, race and racial issues,
politics, religion, etcetera let us not allow that to hinder us from working together to
tackle the work at hand.  As a public servant, the operative word is servant.  Let us
not forget that.  We have a responsibility to protect, promote and improve the health
of all people.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you while riding the wave and
building a better boat.  Keep your head up Team Duval!!


 


Be well,








From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Last Call  for 7.15.20 — A prime-time read  of what"s going down in Florida politics 
Date: Wednesday, July 15, 2020 6:15:14 PM
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First Shot


The pandemic hasn’t stopped U.S. Rep. Ted Deutch from keeping his
constituents up to date. It may have even helped.


Deutch, who represents Florida’s 22nd Congressional District, has been
broadcasting on Facebook Live every weekday since late March.


"I started doing this so that I could speak directly to my constituents and help
them work through the challenges and the confusion of the pandemic. But I
also wanted to remind everyone that crises like these bring out the best in our
community," Deutch said.


"From young children starting fundraisers to buy masks for front line workers


First Shot







to local universities finding innovative solutions to stopping the spread, so
many individuals and businesses have stepped up to help others in the
community. These are the inspirational stories that have helped me and so
many of my constituents get through this difficult period together."


Mixing in good news is a proven formula, and while CBS might not be
banging down his door to buy his web series, the congressman is about to hit a
milestone.


The broadcast airing at 7 p.m. Wednesday will put him past the 500,000 view
mark.


Viewers can tune into Deutch’s nightly update, or watch previous videos, on
his Facebook Live page. The broadcasts air at 7 p.m. on Monday through
Thursday and 5 p.m. on Friday


___


Gov. Ron DeSantis has taken plenty of flak for his handling of the coronavirus
crisis. Now, his defenders are getting a share, too.


As Florida cases crest past 300,000 Wednesday, left-leaning advocacy group
American Bridge 21st Century released a new video taking aim at the state
lawmakers who praised the Governor for a job well done.


The video quotes South Florida Reps. Ana Maria Rodriguez, Chip
LaMarca, Vance Aloupis and Juan Fernandez-Barquin.


“There was a reference made to Florida that we were going to be the Italy of
the United States and I think thanks to Gov. DeSantis’ leadership we avoided
that,” Rodriguez said.


In the other snippets, Fernandez-Barquin gives DeSantis’ response a “B+ or
A-“; LaMarca says the Governor’s critics should be ashamed; and Aloupis said
DeSantis’ approach to reopening “was very thoughtful and deliberative.”


The American Bridge video concludes by stating the lawmakers “wrong about
Gov. DeSantis” and they’re “wrong for Florida.”


"Voters won't forget how these spineless Republican lawmakers pandered to
DeSantis — cheering on his reckless rush to reopen while ignoring the risks it
posed to their own constituents," said Katie Parrish, spokesperson at
American Bridge 21st Century. "Now, South Florida has become a pandemic
epicenter and these Republican lawmakers’ shameless partisanship is costing
lives. Floridians deserve better.”


To watch, click on the image below:
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Positive cases:


— 297,876 FL residents (+10,087 since Tuesday)


— 3,934 Non-FL residents (+96 since Tuesday)


Origin:


— 2,968 Travel related


— 80,534 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,889 Both


— 211,485 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 19,334 in FL


Deaths:


— 4,626 in FL


Coronavirus Numbers


  


As of Tuesday:


Total claims: 3,088,543


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,877,205


— Claim verification queue: 256,291


Unemployment Numbers
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— Claims processed: 2,620,914


— Claims paid: 1,709,698 (+15,077 since Monday)


Total paid out: $10.13 billion (+$60 million since Monday)


  


1. "How did Florida get so badly hit by Covid-19?" via Ritu Prassad of the
BBC


2. "CVS is open so schools should be too, says Marco Rubio" via A.G.
Gancarski of Florida Politics


3. “Can Florida’s Governor admit he was wrong about coronavirus?” via
Chris Cillizza of CNN


4. “Stephen Colbert taunts Gov. Ron DeSantis over coronavirus screw-
ups” via Ed Mazza of HuffPost


5. "300K+ have tested positive for COVID-19 in Florida as officials report
112 new deaths" via the staff of Florida Politics


6. "More than 10% of Florida’s COVID-19 cases are now in
Southwest Florida" via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics


7. “As Florida farmworkers fell ill, Nikki Fried failed to requisition
supplies” via Arek Sarkissian of POLITICO Florida


8. "Most of Florida doing 'just fine' in coronavirus fight, says mask foe
Anthony Sabatini" via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


9. “Mask foes shrug off national TV ‘bullies’ poking fun at ‘Crazytown’
Palm Beach County” via Joe Capozzi of the Palm Beach Post


10. “Florida’s unemployment agency fires two call centers that were
helping the jobless” via Caroline Glenn of the Orlando Sentinel


11. "Florida GOP doctors Donald Trump tweet to solve mail-in voting
problem" via Marc Caputo of POLITICO Florida


12. “What if you throw a presidential convention but nobody wants to
come?” via S.V. Date of HuffPost


13. "Spot a bright comet in night skies now" via Miriam Kramer of Axios


Evening Reads
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“You have to sacrifice a little bit now so that you don’t end up hurting yourself
in the future. That’s what apparently our Governor doesn’t understand.” —
Sen. Oscar Braynon, calling for the Governor to roll back the state’s
reopening.


Quote of the Day


  Bill Day's Latest
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  Breakthrough Insights
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From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: FW: Fox News - RNC Convention
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:18:02 AM
Attachments: image001.png
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Hi, Dr. Rolle-
 
We have a media inquiry from Fox News. Here is the question and my proposed response. I’ll be sure
to send a call sheet up to ESF-14 too.
 
Question:                                           
Do you have any guidance on whether RNC officials have reached out to the health
department regarding possibly holding the convention in Jacksonville?
 
Proposed Response:
If the Republican National Convention is held in Duval County, The Florida Department of
Health in Duval County will work to support the city of Jacksonville to ensure the well-being of
event attendees.
 
The Department would work with local officials to ensure that all the appropriate measures
are being taken with regards to COVID-19 based on the current CDC guidance.
 
 


 


From: zzzz Feedback, CHD16_DCHD_Contact 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:00 AM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: FW: Fox News - RNC Convention
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From: Reuschle, Kathleen <kathleen.reuschle@FOXNEWS.COM> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 6:36 AM
To: zzzz Feedback, CHD16_DCHD_Contact <DCHD.Contact@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Fox News - RNC Convention
 
Good morning
 
Do you have any guidance on whether RNC officials have reached out to the health department
regarding possibly holding the convention in Jacksonville?
 
Thank you
Kat Reuschle
7868632675
 
Get Outlook for iOS
This message and its attachments may contain legally privileged or confidential information. It is
intended solely for the named addressee. If you are not the addressee indicated in this message (or
responsible for delivery of the message to the addressee), you may not copy or deliver this message
or its attachments to anyone. Rather, you should permanently delete this message and its
attachments and kindly notify the sender by reply e-mail. Any content of this message and its
attachments that does not relate to the official business of Fox News or Fox Business must not be
taken to have been sent or endorsed by either of them. No representation is made that this email or
its attachments are without defect.
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From: Envision2bWell
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Support innovative solutions to the COVID-19 crisis!
Date: Thursday, July 2, 2020 2:50:12 PM


Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.


Dear Public Health Official, 



mailto:envisionwell@envision2bwell.io

mailto:pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov

https://us12.campaign-archive.com/?e=382dcf8064&u=ac0d723cbc42a3f6ea1ef18c9&id=bc87cf1ad1





The date is July 1, 2020, and the world  is suffering from a global pandemic  unseen
for over 100 years.  We at Envision2bWell, with the hopes of containing and
remediating the spread of COVID-19, look to you our Subject Matter Experts and
Key Opinion Leaders in the field of  Public Health, for your input and expertise in
helping to drive the continued development of a technology platform to aid in the
tracking of symptoms and tracing of individuals. 


The team at Envision2bWell is extremely grateful for your service and
leadership during this pandemic. In order to support your ongoing efforts, we would
value your input on a brief 6 question survey by Friday, July 10, 2020 so
that, together, we can continue to develop innovative solutions to the COVID-19
crisis. 


In appreciation for your time to complete the survey and for your candid insights,
Envision2bWell will graciously give you a 30-day free trial to the Envision2bWell app
for your personal use. You will receive an offer code via email for your free trial
within one week of the survey closing. 


Thank you in advance for helping us deliver the next generation of tools
that can help public health professionals contain this and other diseases.  If you
have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 


Envision2bWell, 


Julia Deupree 


Program Manager, Health & Wellness Alliances 
844-473-4748 EXT: 703 
juliadeupree@envision2bwell.io 
www.envision2bwell.io 


 


TAKE SURVEY


Survey powered by SurveyMonkey
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Copyright © 2020 Envision2bWell Inc, All rights reserved. 
You've been added to receive this email because of past contact at a convention,
meeting or networking group. You may opt out but we would prefer that you give us
an opportunity to stay connected. Stay Well, Wear a Mask and Envision2bWell. 
Our mailing address is: 
Envision2bWell Inc
929 S High St # 204
West Chester, PA 19382-5466


Add us to your address book
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: DL CHD16 COVID19 IMT Command Team
Subject: Fw: Daily Summary Report, Tuesday, July 14
Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 6:05:15 PM
Attachments: Investigated Report with Group Settings 2020-07-14.pdf


ESF8 Call Notes - 07.14.20.pdf


From: County Health Systems <CountyHealthSystems@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 5:25 PM
To: Allbritton, Kimberly <Kimberly.Allbritton@flhealth.gov>; Allicock, Dawn
<Dawn.Allicock@flhealth.gov>; Alonso, Alina M <Alina.Alonso@flhealth.gov>; Bencie, Jennifer L
<Jennifer.Bencie@flhealth.gov>; Blackburn, Claudia P <Claudia.Blackburn@flhealth.gov>; Boswell,
Patricia <Patricia.Boswell@flhealth.gov>; Bryant, Rachel W <Rachel.Bryant@flhealth.gov>; Burns,
Mary K <Mary.Burns@flhealth.gov>; Chapman, Karen A <Karen.Chapman@flhealth.gov>; Choe,
Ulyee <Ulyee.Choe@flhealth.gov>; Ciereck, Christina M. <Christina.Ciereck@flhealth.gov>; Collins,
Tiffany L <Tiffany.Collins@flhealth.gov>; Cooksey, Adrian <Adrian.Cooksey2@flhealth.gov>; Eadie,
Bob <Bob.Eadie@flhealth.gov>; Garcia, Mary L <Mary.Garcia2@flhealth.gov>; Hawker, Miranda C
<Miranda.Hawker@flhealth.gov>; Henry, Charles H <Charles.Henry@flhealth.gov>; Hess, Erin E
<Erin.Hess@flhealth.gov>; Hinds, Sarah JQ <Sarah.Hinds@flhealth.gov>; Hollingsworth, Colleen M
<Colleen.Hollingsworth@flhealth.gov>; Holt, Douglas A. (Doug) <Douglas.Holt@flhealth.gov>; Holt,
Holly <Holly.Holt@flhealth.gov>; Huffman, Heather E <Heather.Huffman@flhealth.gov>; Jackson, Joy
L <Joy.Jackson@flhealth.gov>; Johns, Amie G <Amie.Johns@flhealth.gov>; Johnson, Karen S
(HolmesCHD) <Karen.Johnson3@flhealth.gov>; Juarez, Padraic R <Padraic.Juarez@flhealth.gov>;
Keyes, Becky (County Health Systems) <Becky.Keyes2@flhealth.gov>; Kissler, Aaron X
<Aaron.Kissler@flhealth.gov>; Lander, Mark S <Mark.Lander@flhealth.gov>; Lanza, John J
<JohnJ.Lanza@flhealth.gov>; Locke, Barbara L <Barbara.Locke@flhealth.gov>; Martin, Sandy K
<Sandy.Martin@flhealth.gov>; McCluskey, Vianca <Vianca.McCluskey@flhealth.gov>; Moffses,
Thomas P <Thomas.Moffses@flhealth.gov>; Myers, Paul D <Paul.Myers@flhealth.gov>; Napier, Mike
J. <Mike.Napier@flhealth.gov>; Napier, Robin <Robin.Napier@flhealth.gov>; Ngo-Seidel, Eugenia J
<Eugenia.Ngo-Seidel@flhealth.gov>; Park-O'Hara, Sandra L <Sandra.Park@flhealth.gov>; Paterniti,
Beth A <Beth.Paterniti@flhealth.gov>; Pepe, Joseph D <Joseph.Pepe@flhealth.gov>; Perry, Lil S
<Lilann.Perry@flhealth.gov>; Pino, Raul <Raul.Pino@flhealth.gov>; Rolle, Pauline J
<Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>; Rubio, Tito G. <Tito.Rubio@flhealth.gov>; Rudd, Zo
<Zo.Rudd@flhealth.gov>; Rutledge, Laura X <Laura.Rutledge@flhealth.gov>; Sentman, Michael L
<Michael.Sentman@flhealth.gov>; Sheats, Claire M <Claire.Sheats@flhealth.gov>; Shipley, Valerie D
<Valerie.Shipley@flhealth.gov>; Smith, Angela M <Angela.Smith2@flhealth.gov>; Smith, Kathy J
<Kathy.Smith@flhealth.gov>; Smith, Rita M <Rita.Smith@flhealth.gov>; Snyder, Robert E
<Robert.Snyder@flhealth.gov>; Speedling, Sandon S. <Sandon.Speedling@flhealth.gov>; Sperber,
Clint J. <Clint.Sperber@flhealth.gov>; Stahl, Maria A <Maria.Stahl@flhealth.gov>; Thaqi, Paula M
<Paula.Thaqi@flhealth.gov>; Vick, Stephanie <Stephanie.Vick@flhealth.gov>; Villalta, Yesenia D
<Yesenia.Villalta@flhealth.gov>; Waldron, Kerry S <Kerry.Waldron@flhealth.gov>; Walsh, Donna
<Donna.Walsh@flhealth.gov>; Wegener-Vitani, Carol Ann <Carol.Wegener-Vitani@flhealth.gov>;
Zelnick, Sanford D <Sanford.Zelnick@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Otis, Aaron <Aaron.Otis@flhealth.gov>; Blackmore, Carina <Carina.Blackmore@flhealth.gov>;
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Welle, Jefferson L <Jefferson.Welle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Daily Summary Report, Tuesday, July 14
 
The daily summary report of notes from ESF-8 conference calls is attached. Please share
as you deem appropriate. These are being stored on the SharePoint and can be found
here Daily Summary ESF-8 Calls.
 
Additional attachments:


Investigated Report as of 07/14/20
 
Thank you for your continued hard work.
 
 


COUNTY HEALTH SYSTEMS


850-245-4243
 
 
 



https://floridahealth.sharepoint.com/sites/COUNTYHEALTHSYSTEMS/CHDLeadership/SitePages/Home.aspx?RootFolder=%2Fsites%2FCOUNTYHEALTHSYSTEMS%2FCHDLeadership%2FShared%20Documents%2FCOVID%2D19%20INFO%20%2D%20PROGRAMMATIC%20GUIDANCE%2FDaily%20Summary%20ESF%2D8%20Calls&FolderCTID=0x0120000B28AEBDD6B5384D8E4D0A3430ACDEC2&View=%7B6906B6BD%2DF2C8%2D47CD%2DBDB5%2D655307F12C24%7D






From: County Health Systems
To: Allbritton, Kimberly; Allicock, Dawn; Alonso, Alina M; Bencie, Jennifer L; Blackburn, Claudia P; Boswell, Patricia;


Bryant, Rachel W; Burns, Mary K; Chapman, Karen A; Choe, Ulyee; Ciereck, Christina M.; Collins, Tiffany L;
Cooksey, Adrian; Eadie, Bob; Garcia, Mary L; Hawker, Miranda C; Henry, Charles H; Hess, Erin E; Hinds, Sarah
JQ; Hollingsworth, Colleen M; Holt, Douglas A. (Doug); Holt, Holly; Huffman, Heather E; Jackson, Joy L; Johns,
Amie G; Johnson, Karen S (HolmesCHD); Juarez, Padraic R; Keyes, Becky (County Health Systems); Kissler,
Aaron X; Lander, Mark S; Lanza, John J; Locke, Barbara L; Martin, Sandy K; McCluskey, Vianca; Moffses, Thomas
P; Myers, Paul D; Napier, Mike J.; Napier, Robin; Ngo-Seidel, Eugenia J; Park-O"Hara, Sandra L; Paterniti, Beth
A; Pepe, Joseph D; Perry, Lil S; Pino, Raul; Rolle, Pauline J; Rubio, Tito G.; Rudd, Zo; Rutledge, Laura X;
Sentman, Michael L; Sheats, Claire M; Shipley, Valerie D; Smith, Angela M; Smith, Kathy J; Smith, Rita M;
Snyder, Robert E; Speedling, Sandon S.; Sperber, Clint J.; Stahl, Maria A; Thaqi, Paula M; Vick, Stephanie;
Villalta, Yesenia D; Waldron, Kerry S; Walsh, Donna; Wegener-Vitani, Carol Ann; Zelnick, Sanford D


Cc: Otis, Aaron; Blackmore, Carina; Welle, Jefferson L
Subject: Daily Summary Report, Thursday, July 16
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2020 5:05:58 PM
Attachments: AHCA e-blast_LTC Testing Clarification.pdf


JIC_Select State-Supported COVID-19 Testing Sites to Offer Observed Self-Swab Testing for Symptomatic
Individuals.pdf
Investigated Report with Group Settings 2020-07-16.pdf
59AER20-6_Final.pdf
ESF8 Call Notes - 07.16.20.pdf


The daily summary report of notes from ESF-8 conference calls is attached. Please share
as you deem appropriate. These are being stored on the SharePoint and can be found
here Daily Summary ESF-8 Calls.
 
Additional attachments:


New AHCA Emergency Rule 59AER20-6
AHCA e-blast to clarify LTC Testing
Joint Information Center message regarding Self-Swabbing at Testing Sites
Investigated Report as of 07/16/20


 
Thank you for your continued hard work.
 


COUNTY HEALTH SYSTEMS


850-245-4243
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.11.20 — Burnin’ today: Gillum, Floyd, Trump,


NASCAR, Fried, Rubio
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2020 4:00:35 AM


This could have been his moment.


With racial tension boiling over across the United States, African
American voices are being heard in a way the nation hasn’t seen since
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., perhaps even louder. The resonating
message is resonating beyond the liberal corners it’s typically
dominated and into the mainstream and even across party lines.


Never has there been a better time for African American leaders to
shine.


Imagine how much Andrew Gillum would be in the spotlight right now
had he not slipped into the salacious realm of drug use and South



mailto:peterschorsch@floridapolitics.com
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Florida partying.


Andrew Gillum: This could have been his moment.


Gillum, once the rising-est rising star in Florida politics, stayed in the
spotlight even after he narrowly lost the 2018 Governor’s race to Ron
DeSantis. He was all over CNN as a political commentator. He was the
face of Florida Democrats’ get out the vote efforts. There was even talk
of him being a VP contender in 2020.


That was all before police in Minneapolis killed George Floyd in what
became a pivotal point in racial tensions nationwide. As a black
Democrat in the spotlight, he would have been a beacon of hope for the
black community.


As much as the 2018 Governor’s race was historic — few expected
Gillum, a progressive Democrat, to topple the establishment machine
behind Gwen Graham — this time of nationwide protests and boiled
over anger over institutional racism could have been Gillum’s moment.


His greatest political tragedy may now no longer be his infamous night
in a South Florida hotel surrounded by booze, drugs and, allegedly, a
male escort. Instead, it might be that he is now sidelined because of it.


Even as one of Gillum’s fiercest political critics, there’s no denying he
would have been at the front of a now-global movement.


I’m no stranger to the dark side. The skeletons in my closet are no
secret and are still weaponized by those who seek to discredit me
(looking at you Anthony Sabatini). But those experiences, and the
rebirth that I experienced when I found love, got married and became a
dad, reshaped my life and I believe I am a better man for it.
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If Gillum truly deconstructs his past mistakes and excises his demons, I
know from firsthand experience that there can and IS a second act
waiting for him. He’s too talented ... too capable ... too ambitious not to
find his way back.


Some will argue his moment has passed, even if he enjoys a full
rehabilitation, which I hope he does.


But it’s fair to consider another thing. Gillum’s slip into oblivion, fueled
by addiction, came, according to his own words, after he fell into
depression following his personally heartbreaking loss in 2018.


His critics asked the question following his Miami escapade: “Can you
imagine if we had Andrew Gillum in the Governor’s mansion?” The
state dodged a bullet, those critics argue.


Maybe we did. Maybe we did for other reasons, too. But maybe, just
maybe, Gillum’s battle with addiction might not have happened had he
won. Maybe the loss was too much. Maybe it pushed him into the dark,
into the grim world of drugs and decline. If that’s the case, he has a
path forward.


Either way, this could have been his moment.


___


There is so much going on in the world right now. A pandemic. A
national movement to improve race relations. A news cycle that
changes so quick a major headline that would have once dominated the
news for days is now defunct within hours.


But at our core, we are a political news organization dedicated to
providing a deep look into the entire Process. With primary elections for
state races just over two months away, it’s important that we continue
that mission, even as we continue following the daily onslaught of
headline-making news on protests and virus counts.


The work has already begun.


Take our work this week on the All Voters Vote initiative. Reporter
Jason Delgado interviewed several key figures in the debate over
whether to open Florida’s primaries and found something shocking —
the issue united Democrats and Republicans, two groups with
fundamentally different political ideologies who found common ground
in opposing the measure, which will appear on this year’s ballot as
Amendment 3.


Where supporters see an opportunity to involve more voters by putting
all candidates on the primary ballot, rather than just those of a single
party, Democratic and Republican establishment leaders see a
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potential erosion of party autonomy.


His table-setting piece lays out both sides of the argument and
evaluates data suggesting maybe party politics are exactly why such a
move is desired.


In another in-depth piece, Andrew Meacham provides a close-up look
at Fiona McFarland, a Republican hoping to reclaim House District 72
for Republicans after Democrats flipped it in 2018. His narrative weaves
in and out of the district’s history, McFarland’s experience in the Navy
and her struggles coping with criticism against her mom and chief
consultant, K.T. McFarland, who worked for former National Security
Adviser Michael Flynn.


A deep-dive into the candidacy of Fiona McFarland is the sort of thing to expect
from Florida Politics. Image via Jacob Ogles


Both are examples of what Florida Politics has become known for:
Going deep under the surface of day to day headlines and learning
from the people who make politics, well, politics.


We’ve only just begun. As the elections draw closer, we want every
legislative candidate to know these are the questions we want to ask
you all. Just send me an email.


  


Last day of state candidate qualifying — 1; “Devolution: A Firsthand
Account of the Rainier Sasquatch Massacre” by Max Brooks release
— 5; Belmont Stakes rescheduled — 9; Father’s Day — 10; Apple to


Days until
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hold Developer Conference — 11; NBA training camp — 19; “The
Outpost” with Orlando Bloom and Scott Eastwood premieres — 22;
NBA teams travel to Orlando — 26; Disney World Magic Kingdom &
Animal Kingdom to reopen — 30; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood
Studios to reopen — 34; Federal taxes due — 34; Christopher Nolan’s
“Tenet” premieres — 36; “Mulan” premieres — 43; TED conference
rescheduled — 44; NBA season restart in Orlando — 50; Democratic
National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 67; Florida primaries for
2020 state legislative/congressional races — 68; NBA draft lottery —
73; Indy 500 rescheduled — 73; Republican National Convention
begins in Charlotte — 76; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 78; “A
Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 85; Rescheduled running of the
Kentucky Derby — 86; Rescheduled date for French Open — 103; First
presidential debate in Indiana — 111; Preakness Stakes rescheduled
— 114; First vice presidential debate at the University of Utah — 121;
NBA season ends (last possible date) — 123; Second presidential
debate scheduled at the University of Michigan — 126; NBA draft —
126; Wes Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 127; NBA
free agency — 129; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 135; 2020
General Election — 146; “Black Widow” premieres — 149; NBA 2020-
21 training camp — 152; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 159;
“No Time to Die” premieres — 166; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 173;
“Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 215; Super Bowl LV in Tampa —
241; New start date for 2021 Olympics — 407; “Jungle Cruise”
premieres — 416; “Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres —
512; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 610; “Doctor Strange in
the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 652; “Black Panther 2”
premieres — 694; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel
premieres — 848.







  


“‘Enough is enough’: George Floyd’s brother pleads with
Congress to act to stem police brutality” via Paul Kane of The
Washington Post — With negotiations on both ends of the Capitol
heightening, Philonise Floyd put a personal face on a death that had
been, in his estimation, almost desensitized by the recurring loop of his
older brother’s video-recorded death on TV news. “I couldn’t take care
of George that day he was killed, but maybe by speaking with you
today, I can make sure that his death would not be in vain. To make
sure that he is more than another face on a T-shirt. More than another
name on a list that won’t stop growing,” Floyd told the House Judiciary
Committee. He went on to tell the panel that he was “tired of pain, pain
you feel when you watch something like that, when you watch your big
brother — who you looked up to your whole life — die, die begging for
his mom.”


America smoldering
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Philonise Floyd, a brother of George Floyd, arrives to testify before a House
Judiciary Committee hearing on proposed changes to police practices and


accountability on Capitol Hill. Image via AP.


“Floyd’s brother pleads with Congress: ‘make it stop’” via Catie
Edmondson of The New York Times — Philonise Floyd, whose
brother’s death in police custody has inspired two weeks of sprawling
protests across the country, made an impassioned plea to Congress to
enact sweeping changes to law enforcement in America to address
police brutality and systemic racism. “I am asking you, is that what a
black man’s life is worth? Twenty dollars?” Floyd asked. “This is 2020.
Enough is enough. The people marching in the streets are telling you
enough is enough.” Floyd was the first witness and marquee voice
among more than a half-dozen civil rights experts and activists at a
hearing called to consider the most expansive federal intervention into
law enforcement that lawmakers have proposed in recent memory,
which was put forth by Democrats this week.


“The army was open to replacing Confederate base names. Then
Donald Trump said no.” via John Ismay of The New York Times —
Monuments and memorials bearing the names of men who fought to
preserve slavery and uphold white supremacy are facing a reckoning,
as demonstrations against police brutality have erupted across the
country in response to the killing of Floyd. A Pentagon official said
Monday that Secretary of Defense Mark P. Esper and Secretary of the
Army Ryan D. McCarthy were “open to a bipartisan discussion on the
topic” of removing Confederate names from the bases. Trump was
quick to shut down any bipartisan discussions, tweeting, “my
Administration will not even consider the renaming of these Magnificent
and Fabled Military Installations.”
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“After killing of Floyd, white liberals embrace ideas that once
seemed radical” via Greg Jaffe of The Washington Post — Among
white liberals, the anger and unrest that followed Floyd’s death have
provoked a far different reaction, leading them to embrace positions
that only a few weeks ago might have seemed radical or unthinkable.
The response follows a pattern that has held for much of the past
decade as white liberals have moved dramatically to the left on racial
issues. The change in white liberal attitudes, which one journalist
described as a “Great Awokening,” has coincided with the rise of
Trump’s brazenly racial politics as well as a series of police killings of
black men caught on video.


“Defund the police? Here’s what that really means.” via Christy E.
Lopez of The Washington Post — Since Floyd’s death, a long-
simmering movement for police abolition has become part of the
national conversation, recast slightly as a call to “defund the police.”
“Defunding the police” is not as scary as it sounds, and engaging on
this topic is necessary if we are going to achieve the kind of public
safety we need. Defunding the police means shrinking the scope of
police responsibilities and shifting most of what the government does to
keep us safe to entities that are better equipped to meet that need.


“LeBron James and other stars form a voting rights group” via
Jonathan Martin of The New York Times — James and a group of
other prominent black athletes and entertainers are starting a new
group aimed at protecting African Americans’ voting rights, seizing on
the widespread fury against racial injustice that has fueled worldwide
protests to amplify their voices in this fall’s presidential election.
“Because of everything that’s going on, people are finally starting to
listen to us — we feel like we’re finally getting a foot in the door,” James
said in a phone interview on Wednesday. The organization, called More
Than a Vote, will partly be aimed at inspiring African Americans to
register and to cast a ballot in November.


“NASCAR bans Confederate flag at all events and properties” via
Dan Mangan of CNBC — Auto racing giant NASCAR said that it is
banning the display of the Confederate flag at all of its events and
properties. The announcement is sure to be controversial with a
number of NASCAR fans, some of whom continue to display
Confederate flags and symbols at racing events even five years after
the organization asked fans not to do so. Also, NASCAR removed its
rule mandating that racing team members stand for the national
anthem. It is not clear how NASCAR plans to enforce the ban.
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NASCAR said it is banning the flying of Confederate flags at its races. Image via
AP.


“‘Song of the South’ trends as critics tackle Disney film, Splash
Mountain” via Richard Tribou of the Orlando Sentinel — The debate
over Disney film “Song of the South” reemerged Wednesday as the
term began trending on Google, with critics tackling both the film and its
presence at the company’s theme parks in the form of its Splash
Mountain attraction. The 1946 film is considered to be racist by some, a
story about life on a Southern plantation, famous for its song “Zip-a-
dee-doo-dah." It featured live-action including narration from a
character named Uncle Remus, but also animated characters like Br’er
Rabbit and Br’er Fox. Walt Disney Co. officials did not include the film
among the archival options in its rollout of the Disney+ streaming
service last year, with Bob Iger saying in 2019 to not expect it either.
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“Calls to defund police could spark Florida's criminal justice
reform effort” via John Haughey of The Center Square — Defunding
police won’t get an eye blink’s consideration in Florida, but a coalition of
conservative groups has been questioning ever-increasing state and
local law enforcement, courts and corrections costs for more than a
half-decade. Sen. Jeff Brandes spearheaded the reform effort by
sponsoring numerous bills, including proposals to give judges more
discretion in sentencing for drug-related offenses, steer more felons to
prison diversion programs, increase monthly gain time inmates earn
and permit the early release of seriously ill and aging inmates. All were
adopted in the Senate but not in the House.


Nikki Fried says both parties fall short on social justice — On
Wednesday, Fried said Democrats and Republicans are both to blame
for a lack of reforms in criminal and social justice, Bruce Ritchie of
POLITICO Florida reports. "I'm angry, too, and want to be part of the
conversation and move the ball forward and make real change in our
country," Fried said on a call. "But it starts now, it starts here and it
starts with conversations like this." Fried, Sen. José Javier Rodríguez,
and Reps. Bobby DuBose, Tracie Davis and Fentrice Driskell
criticized a lack of state Clemency Board meetings and the Amendment
4 implementing bill passed the Republican Legislature.


Florida reax
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Nikki Fried says both parties have a responsibility for the problem in social justice.


“More protests planned this week in South Florida” via Austen
Erblat of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — After almost two weeks of
social justice demonstrations, more are planned in the coming days.
Protesters are drawing attention to both institutional racism and a string
of African American deaths in police custody, including Floyd. Some
protests over the past few weeks have erupted in violence and arrests,
both here and across the country, but most have concluded peacefully.


“Shifting from weeks of racial protests to a day of Trump flag-
waving birthday rallies on land and sea” via Skyler Swisher of the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel — South Florida Trump supporters are
planning to be out in full force Sunday to celebrate the president’s 74th
birthday with boat flotillas, a truck rally and a motorcycle ride. The show
of support comes after days of Black Lives Matter demonstrations that
have spanned from West Palm Beach to Miami. Hundreds of boats
adorned with Trump flags and gear will set off Sunday from Sunrise Bay
near Fort Lauderdale and head north to Lake Boca. These floating
Trump rallies have been dubbed “Trumptillas."


“Here are the 11 Jacksonville Civil War monuments, markers
coming down” via Emily Bloch of The Florida Times-Union — When
Mayor Lenny Curry announced the removal of the bronze Confederate
soldier that stood atop a 62-foot pedestal in Jacksonville’s Hemming
Park for 122 years, crowds cheered. Then they asked, “what else?”
“The confederate monument is gone,” Curry announced on the steps of
City Hall. “And the others in this city will be removed as well. We hear
your voices. We have heard your voices.” One day later, Curry’s office
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has provided an eleven-item list of what’s coming down. It includes two
additional monuments and eight historic markers. Details are sparse
regarding the timeline or where items removed will go, but
spokeswoman Nikki Kimbleton said removal will happen “over the
next few weeks.”


“Tommy Hazouri: `Era of enlightenment´ for tackling Jacksonville
racial disparities” via David Bauerlein of The Florida Times-Union —
Jacksonville City Council president-elect Hazouri said the city has
entered an “era of enlightenment” that can take the outcry at protest
rallies about racial injustice and turn them into actual progress. Hazouri
said he will form a social justice committee that will act as City Council’s
clearinghouse for all legislation on that topic. The committee will start
meeting next month. “We’re going to be the bold new city of
enlightenment of all the cities in the South,” Hazouri said during a Zoom
meeting.


“NAACP holds protest to demand permanent removal of the
Robert E. Lee bust in downtown Fort Myers” via Andrew West of the
Naples Daily News — A small number of protesters gathered at a Lee
statue in downtown Fort Myers. One protester led the group in a chant
of, “no justice, no peace!” James Muwakkil, president of the Lee
County branch of the NAACP, said of the statue, “It represents racism.
It represents hate.” Muwakkil continued later, “what African Americans
have experienced is the same as what the Confederacy represented.”


“Hillsborough’s sheriff, chief prosecutor talk 'defund the police’
with activists” via Kavitha Surana of the Tampa Bay Times — As
people started the second week of marching and speaking out against
police brutality in Tampa Bay, Hillsborough County’s sheriff and chief
prosecutor addressed issues at the heart of the protests in a Zoom
panel with activists, pastors and defense attorneys. First on the agenda:
“Defund the police,” which has become a rallying cry for activists to
speed reforming law enforcement agencies. Hillsborough Sheriff Chad
Chronister is not a fan. The idea isn’t to erase law enforcement
agencies, it’s to rethink their budgets.


“Hundreds gather in Orlando to ‘amplify’ black LGBTQ victims, as
community feels left out of recent protests” via Cristobal Reyes of
the Orlando Sentinel — Before Mulan Williams took the microphone to
speak before a crowd gathered at Orlando City Hall on Wednesday,
she said she asked herself a question: “Do I matter?” As the black
transgender woman looked out at the roughly 200 people in front of her,
she got her answer. The people who did arrive to stand in the
sweltering heat were vocal in their support. But after people marched by
the thousands in response to the Minneapolis killing of Floyd, many
who attended the significantly smaller demonstration Wednesday were
left wondering whether LGBTQ people are being left out of the
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conversation.


“Spurred by Mayor’s Facebook post, 200+ protesters gather in
Wellington to call for social justice” via Kristina Webb of The Palm
Beach Post — More than 200 protesters gathered outside Wellington’s
Village Hall on Tuesday night, spurred to action by a Facebook post
from Mayor Anne Gerwig and the recent movement for social justice.
Dozens of those protesters filed inside, with roughly 60 speaking during
the Village Council’s public comment period. With each person allowed
three minutes to speak, their comments took about three hours. Their
message: Racism is in Wellington. And change needs to happen.
Rumors were circulating that day that the Mall at Wellington Green
could become a target of looters, prompting the mall to close early and
the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office to add additional patrols in the
area.


Palm Beach Sheriff’s officers prepare for protesters at the Southern bridge to
Palm Beach. Image via the Palm Beach Post.


“Wynwood Pride hosts virtual party to highlight black performers,
raise funds for BLM” via April Rubin of the Miami Herald — The first-
ever LBGTQ pride was a protest, and this year’s Wynwood Pride will be
no different. After founder José Atencio wrapped up the annual
celebration in June 2019, he couldn’t have imagined that next time he’d
be coordinating it in the midst of a pandemic and civil rights movement.
But as soon as the challenges hit, he and his team adapted, knowing
they had to uphold their mission statement to serve the community “in
the pillars of youth, health and justice,” Atencio said. All parts of the
virtual festival are free, but hosts ask participants to take action
however they can, via donation, signing petitions or educating others,
Atencio said, calling the event a “digital protest.”
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—@OJPgov: @OJPOVC today announced it has awarded nearly $10
Million in an Antiterrorism and Emergency Assistance Program grant to
assist victims of the mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Florida.


—@TocRadio: SCOOPLET: Multiple RNC officials tell me this morning
that Washington Post's story about hosting the convention in
Jacksonville is "premature" — Phoenix, Dallas, Savannah, Nashville,
Orlando still very much in the running


—@briantylercohen: Trump's first campaign rally, in the aftermath of
positioning himself squarely against the Black Lives Matter protests, is
in the city of the Tulsa race massacre that occurred 99 years ago ... and
takes place on Juneteenth.


—@anthonypedicini: Of men who rise up against the United States in
defense of a culture that promoted slavery. @GovRonDeSantis it’s


Situational awareness
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time. Florida needs not celebrate men who took up arms against their
country in the name of slavery. Retire the confederate statue, pls.


—@BillGalvano: Thank you @GovRonDeSantis for lowering the flags
to half-staff in honor of former Senate President [Gwen] Margolis.
@FLSenate


—@TomLeeFL: .@DannyBurgessFL has represented his community
admirably in the halls of the Florida Legislature & has offered steadfast
leadership for Florida’s 1.5 million veterans. I am proud to endorse him
and look forward to calling him my Senator.


—@ShevrinJones: Being an elected official means having obligations
to represent all people, and elected officials who don't take action on
issues of racial injustice should be called out. #BlackLivesMattter


Tweet, tweet:
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“Key indicators raise concerns among local officials about
coronavirus resurgence” via Anastasia Dawson of the Tampa Bay
Times — Local elected officials say the latest coronavirus numbers give
them new cause for concern as people are venturing out again and
demonstrators take to the streets. For each of the past seven days,
every day but Monday, the number of new coronavirus cases reported
across Florida has topped 1,000, a pattern not seen since coronavirus
in Florida hit its first peak in early April. Tuesday, the state reported
1,096 new patients and 53 deaths over a 24-hour period. The total
number of cases in the state hit 66,000.


Corona Florida
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Several local officials in Florida are seeing some key indications of a coronavirus
resurgence.


“Another state inmate dies of COVID-19” via the News Service of
Florida — An 18th Florida inmate has died from complications of
COVID-19, the state Department of Corrections reported. The inmate,
whose name was not disclosed by the department, is the third prisoner
to die from COVID-19 in less than a week. The Department of Health
reported that the 18 inmates have died while incarcerated at Sumter
Correctional Institution, Union Correctional Institution, South Florida
Reception Center, Liberty Correctional Institution, Dade Correctional
Institution, Everglades Correctional Institution, Blackwater River
Correctional Facility and South Bay Correctional Facility.


“Thousands of Floridians abruptly stopped getting $600 federal
unemployment. State blames ‘technology concerns.’” via Caroline
Glenn of the Orlando Sentinel — For thousands of out-of-work
Floridians, the abrupt stop to their weekly $600 federal unemployment
checks was a mystery. They had been approved for and been collecting
Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation for weeks, on top of
their state benefits, but around Memorial Day week, the checks
inexplicably ceased. The Florida Department of Economic Opportunity
hadn’t offered an explanation until this week. Paige Landrum, press
secretary for the DEO, said the department identified “technology
concerns that may have prevented an individual from receiving their
Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation payment over the last
few weeks" and said the department is correcting the issue. Affected
workers should start receiving payments again in about five business
days, Landrum said.


“Florida seniors get leeway for Bright Futures scholarships” via
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Jeffrey S. Solochek of the Tampa Bay Times — When COVID-19
closed Florida’s schools, many graduating seniors had a practical
concern. They no longer had opportunities to complete the volunteer
service hours, or to improve their SAT or ACT test scores, to meet the
eligibility requirements for a Bright Futures scholarship. After months of
receiving calls and complaints, the Florida Department of Education
issued an executive order aiming to address the teens’ concerns. The
order suspends the volunteer hours mandate. Instead, a student may
submit a statement from a school counselor or other authorized
administrator stating that the student intended to complete the service
during 2019-20 but could not.


  


Assignment editors — Agriculture Commissioner Fried will hold a
news conference to highlight the June 15 reopening of the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ (FDACS)
Tallahassee regional licensing office. Joining Fried is Steve Hurm,
Director of Licensing for the department, 8:30 a.m., FDACS
Tallahassee Regional Licensing Office, 1925 Capital Circle NE,
Tallahassee. The media should RSVP to Franco.Ripple@FDACS.gov.


“Twice-a-week school among options considered for fall” via Scott
Travis and Karina Elwood of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The
Broward School District has drafted a plan of school reopening
scenarios, which the School Board plans to discuss Tuesday. Schools
have been closed since mid-March due to the coronavirus pandemic
and all education has been done online. Some of the changes
considered by the district include continued distance learning,
staggered schedules, staggered days of attendance and limited
enrollment.


“Downtown Miami filled with cautious optimism as recovery
begins” via Gabriel Poblete of Miami Today — Downtown Miami has
not been Teflon during COVID-19. Still, there is cautious optimism the
urban core could be seeing a return to normal, and some economic
development opportunities could emerge from the pandemic. The City
of Miami has begun its reopening, and by extension, downtown Miami
is starting to liven up again. Shopping hubs like Brickell City Centre and
Bayside Marketplace are in full swing. The city has launched its
restaurant recovery program, which will allow restaurants to open into
the public sidewalks, on-street parking spaces and closed traffic lanes,
which helps the smaller eateries in the area that might struggle with
social distancing.


Reopen Florida
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Brickell City Centre is one of the downtown Miami shopping hubs that are starting
to recover.


“As Miami-Dade beaches open after coronavirus closure, people
hurry to hit the water” via Martin Vassolo and Aaron Leibowitz o the
Miami Herald — As visitors to South Beach stepped onto the newly
reopened public beach, they were asked if they had a face covering
and if they wanted to rent a lounge chair. “I want to let you know some
rules we have in place,” Boucher Brothers employee Haizen Forero
said as part of his greeting to visitors. “I see you have your mask with
you. ... Are you looking to rent today?” In Miami Beach, those rules
include a ban on coolers, floats and inflatable devices. Across Miami-
Dade County, the new rules state that no organized sports, even
between two people, may take place. Masks are not required among
members of the same household, but no groups of more than 10 people
are allowed to gather.


“City of Naples votes to fully reopen beaches with limited parking”
via Karl Schneider of the Naples Daily News — Naples City Council
unanimously voted to reopen its beaches without any time restrictions
during a special meeting. The Council also decided to reopen Naples
City Pier and its concessions, the city dock to pedestrian traffic, as well
as the concessions and volleyball courts at Lowdermilk Park. Parking
restrictions will remain in place, limited to county and beach parking
stickers. Mayor Teresa Heitmann and the council members briefly
discussed the timeline of the city's beach closures. Most agreed that
what counties on the East Coast were doing played into how the city
moved forward with its own reopening. Collier and Lee counties both
reopened beaches without time restrictions as well.


“UCF to say which fall classes will be in-person by July 1” via Annie
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Martin of the Orlando Sentinel — UCF is planning to resume some
activities on campus this fall, including in-person classes on a limited
basis, and intends to tell students which courses will meet face-to-face
by July 1. President Alexander Cartwright told students and
employees during an online forum on Wednesday that reopening the
campus, which has been mostly shuttered for three months because of
the coronavirus pandemic, will require a number of changes, including
continuing the online-only format for classes with more than 100
students. Campus life will be much quieter when the fall semester starts
on Aug. 24. Most dorm rooms will have a single occupant; fraternity and
sorority recruitment will be completed virtually, and social events will be
restricted.


“Seminole Hard Rock and other casinos reopen Friday” via David
Selig of Local10.com — The Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Hollywood will reopen at noon Friday along with the Seminole Casino
Coconut Creek and Seminole Classic Casino in Hollywood. “Hard Rock
and Seminole Gaming have made a tremendous commitment to
sanitary protocols and a safety-first mentality for both guests and team
members,” Jim Allen, CEO of Seminole Gaming and Chairman of Hard
Rock International, said. Temperature checks for all guests and
employees will be mandatory before entry. Anyone with a temperature
above CDC guidelines of 100.4 degrees will not be allowed entry. All
guests must wear masks or cloth face coverings that meet CDC
guidelines. Masks will be provided as needed. Thousands of alternating
slot machines will be turned off, to help ensure social distancing.


“SeaWorld Orlando reopens Thursday, reservations and masks
required” via Dewayne Bevil of the Orlando Sentinel — SeaWorld
Orlando reopens to the public, and officials expect that the animals
inside will be happy to have more visitors. The theme park has been
shut down since mid-March in response to the coronavirus pandemic.
“When you close, the attention you give to the animals has to be upped
a little bit more than when you had guests here to make sure you do all
the enrichment,” Jon Peterson, the park’s vice president of zoological
operations, said Wednesday. A major change is that SeaWorld Orlando
visitors must make date-specific reservations online before arriving at
the park.


“Everything you need to know about MLS, NBA plans to resume
their seasons in Orlando” via Michelle Kaufman of the Miami Herald
— Disney’s ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex in Orlando is about to
become the epicenter of U.S. professional sports this summer, as all 26
MLS teams and 22 of the 30 NBA teams will resume their seasons
there fan-free after the COVID-19 crisis forced leagues to shut down in
mid-March. MLS will take approximately 1,200 people to Orlando, a
traveling party of about 45 from each team, from late June to early
August. Details are expected to be announced in the next few days as
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many teams, including Inter Miami, return to full-squad training this
week.


Walt Disney World ESPN World of Sports is going to be the epicenter of
professional sports, for the time being.


“USF trustees approve plan to reopen campuses. Masks will be
required in enclosed areas.” via Divya Kumar of the Tampa Bay
Times — The University of South Florida Board of Trustees
unanimously approved a four-phase plan to reopen campuses in
August with protections against the spread of the coronavirus. The plan
calls for testing large numbers of students, faculty and staff for the
presence of the virus; increased measures to clean and disinfect public
areas; and a number of steps aimed at social distancing. Many, but not
all, classes would be offered virtually, and students would be required
to wear masks on campus in all shared, enclosed spaces, including
classrooms. The plan will be sent to the state Board of Governors this
week and could be dialed back if conditions warrant.


“St. Johns County updates vacation rental plan” via Drew Dixon of
Florida Politics — Tourist-dependent St. Johns County got the green
light from Florida regulators for its updated plan to reopen short-term
vacation rental properties again after prohibitions instituted during the
coronavirus outbreak. The Florida Department of Business and
Professional Regulation signed off on the St. Johns County plan
submitted this week. The plan went into effect is in line with executive
orders instituted by DeSantis and allows visitors to begin renting
vacation properties such as those offered by Airbnb. Vacation rentals
are popular in the county in popular tourist spots like St. Augustine and
Ponte Vedra Beach. St. Augustine also has a large roster of bed-and-
breakfast rentals.
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“South Florida restaurants now charging ‘COVID-19 fees’ to
survive, but for how long?” via Phillip Valys of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — COVID-19 fees are rapidly becoming the new normal as
pandemic-weary restaurants reopen to the public, with surcharges
popping up, often to customers’ surprise, on dine-in food checks. After
statewide lockdowns, surging food costs and months of piddling takeout
sales, restaurants now face a juggling act, balancing rising expenses
against turning off customers. Raising prices now risks alienating the
customers helping him survive this month.


Corona local
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South Florida restaurants are beginning to charge a COVID-19 surcharge. How
long will that last?


“FIU researchers think of a way to speed up a vaccine for COVID-
19. Now there’s a $1M grant.” via Howard Cohen of the Miami Herald
— Machine-learning algorithms that work with supercomputers to
analyze and understand data in quicksilver time could hold the key to
finding cures for many diseases, including the novel coronavirus. That’s
what Florida International University researcher Fahad Saeed and his
colleagues have been developing. Their work was recognized by the
National Institutes of Health with a three-year, $1 million grant to help
FIU researchers design and develop machine-learning algorithms that
allow biologists to make sense of proteomics, the large-scale study of
proteins. According to the researchers, the study of proteins is critical
for understanding and treating diseases, but there is so much data to
analyze and so little time.


“Palm Beach County offers rent, utilities relief up to $7,000” via
Brett Shweky of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The Palm Beach
County Community Services Department is now offering a rental and
utilities assistance program for residents who have been financially
impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. The relief program will provide
one-time rental and utility assistance to residents who have
experienced a loss of income, a decrease in hours, or unemployment
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Applicants can only receive assistance
once but can apply for multiple relief services. Benefits up to $7,000 are
available for applicants who live in apartments, houses, townhouses or
mobile homes. Financial assistance will be limited to past due rents or
utilities from after March 1 to before Dec. 30.


“Palm Beach Council says ‘no’ to proposed rule to make masks
mandatory” via Adriana Delgado of The Palm Beach Post — In a
unanimous decision, the Palm Beach Town Council voted “no” on a
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proposed ordinance that would have made wearing facial coverings
mandatory. The topic was included in the Council’s agenda after
several council members received complaints from residents about
some people not wearing masks and some businesses not following the
CDC guidelines on wearing face coverings, Council President Maggie
Zeidman said. All five council members, Police Chief Nicholas Caristo
and Town Manager Kirk Blouin questioned how the town would
enforce the rule. Councilmember Danielle Moore said making the
wearing of masks mandatory would open up “an entire can of worms”
and open the town to possible lawsuits.


“Palm Beach Chamber will distribute 5,000 masks to town
businesses” via Adriana Delgado of The Palm Beach Post — The
Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce will distribute 5,000 face masks to
affiliated businesses in town beginning June 22. Palm Beach Chamber
of Commerce President Laurel Baker said local businesses can
request the number of masks they need, within reason, by sending an
email to the Chamber. Businesses can have the masks delivered or
pick them up from the Chamber’s office at 400 Royal Palm Way. The
Chamber will receive the masks from UniFirst, a Massachusetts-based
textile and uniform company, that seeks to help businesses in Broward,
Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach counties get back to work.


“Gardens begins next phase of economic relief for local
businesses; North Palm cancels July 4 fireworks” via Jodie Wagner
of The Palm Beach Post — In partnership with the Palm Beach North
Chamber of Commerce and PGA Corridor Association, the City has
announced the next phase of its Economic Recovery Act to assist local
businesses impacted by closures due to COVID-19. Phase Two of the
Palm Beach Gardens Economic Recovery Act aims to help restaurants,
bars, and breweries through the creation of the Food Services
Stabilization Fund. The City has allocated $596,000 in aid for eligible
restaurants, bars, and breweries with 3-75 employees that have been in
business in Palm Beach Gardens for 18 months or more. Funds
received through the program will be in the form of a grant that
businesses do not have to repay.


  


“Central Florida coronavirus numbers rising; officials aren’t
worried — yet” via Naseem S. Miller and Ryan Gillespie of the Orlando
Sentinel — Coronavirus cases in Central Florida have been increasing
since the statewide stay-at-home order was lifted in early May, but local
officials say it’s too soon to press the panic button. Although
hospitalizations, which are among the key indicators of COVID-19
trouble in a community, have also risen since hitting a low in mid-May,
they continue to be below their peak in early April, according to local
health systems. “We’re pretty reassured that this sort of bump, which


More local
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we had anticipated, isn’t anything that’s going to overwhelm us,” said
Dr. George Ralls, chief quality officer for Orlando Health. “The most
important thing people can do is remain vigilant in the way that they’re
socializing.”


“Families of residents who died of COVID-19 sue Freedom Square
retirement community” via Kathryn Varn and Kavitha Surana of the
Tampa Bay Times — The families of two men who died in a COVID-19
outbreak at a Seminole nursing home are suing the facility, claiming
their loved ones died due to mismanagement and poor communication.
The facility “chose to place profits over residents and ignore
deficiencies in their emergency preparedness plan and in their infection
prevention and control program,” the lawsuits say. “It’s a disgrace,
really, not just here but all over the whole country,” said attorney
Bennie Lazzara Jr., who is representing the families. “The numbers
are staggering.”


Seminole’s freedom square is facing the first of what might be several lawsuits.
Image via AP.
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“Trump’s task force warns Governors of COVID spike tied to
protests” via Erin Banco, Asawin Subsaeng and Sam Stein of the Daily
Beast — Top officials on Trump’s coronavirus task force told Governors
on Monday they were worried about a spike in infections due to the
mass protests against racial injustice taking place across the country.
Speaking via conference call, Deborah Birx, Trump’s coronavirus
response coordinator, relayed fears that the yelling by protesters could
potentially negate the health benefits of wearing a mask, and that the
destruction of testing sites at those protests would set back efforts to
contain the virus’ spread. Birx said 70 such sites had been destroyed,
which had already resulted in an appreciable drop in testing rates there.
She advised Governors to “scramble now to make sure there is testing
available in urban areas.”


Corona nation
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The White House Coronavirus Task Force is warning that protests could help
spread the virus much easier.


“Coronavirus hospitalizations rise sharply in several states
following Memorial Day” via Samantha Pell, Candace Buckner and
Jacqueline Dupree of The Washington Post — In Texas, North and
South Carolina, California, Oregon, Arkansas, Mississippi, Utah and
Arizona, there are an increasing number of patients under supervised
care since the holiday weekend because of coronavirus infections. The
spikes generally began in the past couple of weeks and in most states
are trending higher. Many of these states that have experienced an
increase in cases have also had an increase in hospitalizations, with a
handful of states also nearing bed capacity. Hospitalizations nationwide
are difficult to track, with states reporting hospitalization numbers in
varying ways, or not at all.


“Second U.S. virus wave emerges with Texas hitting record” via
Emma Court and David R. Baker of Bloomberg — Texas reported
2,504 new coronavirus cases, the highest one-day total since the
pandemic emerged. A month into its reopening, Florida this week
reported 8,553 new cases, the most of any seven-day period.
California’s hospitalizations are at their highest since May 13 and have
risen in nine of the past 10 days. A fresh onslaught of the novel
coronavirus is bringing challenges for residents and the economy in
pockets across the U.S. The localized surges have raised alarms
among experts even as they’re masked by the nation’s overall case
count, which early this week rose just under 1%, the smallest increase
since March.


“White House goes quiet on coronavirus as outbreak spikes again
across the U.S.” via Dan Diamond of POLITICO — The coronavirus is
still killing as many as 1,000 Americans per day — but the Trump
administration isn’t saying much about it. It’s been more than a month
since the White House halted its daily coronavirus task force briefings.
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Top officials like infectious disease expert Anthony Fauci have largely
disappeared from national television — with Fauci making just four
cable TV appearances in May after being a near fixture on Sunday
shows across March and April — and are frequently restricted from
testifying before Congress. Meanwhile, Trump is preparing to resume
his campaign rallies after a three-month hiatus, an attempted signal to
voters that normalcy is returning ahead of November’s election, and
that he’s all but put the pandemic behind him.


“Senators seek investigation into Project Airbridge deliveries of
protective medical gear“ via Amy Brittain and Isaac Stanley-Becker of
The Washington Post — Three Democratic Senators requested an
independent investigation into the arrangement forged between the
federal government and six for-profit companies to rapidly transport
protective medical gear from overseas to the front lines of the U.S.
coronavirus pandemic. The Trump administration has said it created the
initiative — called Project Airbridge — to ease crippling shortages PPE.
Under the arrangement, FEMA has spent approximately $154 million to
fly supplies secured by the six companies from overseas into the United
States. In exchange, FEMA has required that half the Airbridge-
transported supplies be sold to the companies’ customers in
coronavirus hot spots. The companies have been allowed to sell the
rest at their discretion.


“Internal document reveals federal plan to ask nurses to reuse
masks” via Emily Kopp of Roll Call — Internal FEMA data show that
the government’s supply of surgical gowns has not meaningfully
increased since photos first emerged in March of nurses wearing trash
bags for protection. “The demand for gowns outpaces current U.S.
manufacturing capabilities,” a document released Tuesday says. The
document confirms the fears of nurses and other health care providers.
After months of pressure on federal officials to use wartime powers to
mobilize U.S. plants, the document's slides show that domestic
manufacturing of gowns and surgical masks has ticked up by a few
thousand per month since the pandemic hit, falling far short of need.
The United States still does not manufacture any nitrile rubber gloves.


“States are wrestling on their own with how to expand testing, with
little guidance from the Trump administration” via Rachel Weiner
and Rosalind S. Helderman of The Washington Post — In Maryland,
drive-through coronavirus testing sites are now open to all residents,
whether or not they show signs of illness. In Oregon, by contrast,
officials have said that generally only people with symptoms of COVID-
19 should be tested — even in the case of front-line health care
workers. In Rhode Island, officials have proactively tested all of the
state’s 7,500 nursing home residents, including those with no
symptoms, and are developing plans to test more people in high-risk
workplaces, such as restaurants and grocery stores. The wide range of
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approaches across the country comes as the federal government has
offered little guidance on the best way to test a broad swath of the
population.


“We need more data about how the coronavirus spreads to know
what’s risky and what’s not” via Rajiv Bhatia of The Washington Post
— Understanding underlying causes, like where and how an infection
spreads, is a key for stopping any disease. Because the coronavirus
spreads easily and through people without symptoms, we can’t
completely isolate the risk of getting COVID-19 to just some places or
activities. But the risks of getting and spreading the disease are not the
same everywhere, at every time, for everyone. And as the epidemic
evolves, we might expect increasingly localized outbreaks. The work of
contact tracers provides additional clues. The tracer’s main job is to get
an infected person’s contacts in quarantine. We can learn from the
tracer’s work how many contacts are being reached and how quickly,
giving us a sense of how many infectious people are circulating among
us.


“Coronavirus vaccine candidates’ pivotal U.S. testing to start this
summer” via Peter Loftus of The Wall Street Journal — The federal
government plans to fund and conduct the decisive studies of three
experimental coronavirus vaccines starting this summer. These phase 3
trials are expected to involve tens of thousands of subjects at dozens of
sites around the U.S. Meant to determine a vaccine’s safety and
effectiveness, they would mark the final stage of testing. The timetable
suggests researchers are making relatively rapid progress advancing
their vaccines through earlier stages of testing, focused on whether
they are safe and induce the desired immune response, to at least merit
the planning.
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The race to find a coronavirus vaccine enters a new phase this summer.


“California biotech exec charged with fraud over coronavirus test
plans” via Rachel Lerman of The Washington Post — The Justice
Department said Tuesday that it had brought its first criminal securities
fraud case related to the coronavirus pandemic against a California
biotech executive in connection with an unapproved blood test that
purported to detect the novel coronavirus. Mark Schena, president of
Sunnyvale-based Arrayit, was charged with securities fraud and
conspiracy to commit health care fraud in the Northern District of
California. The charges stem from an existing allergy test the company
said it wanted to bundle with a coronavirus test. But missing from its
promotional materials was the fact that the Food and Drug
Administration told the company the test did not perform well enough to
get an emergency use authorization in April.


“How the coronavirus compares with 100 years of deadly events”
via Allison McCann, Jin Wu and Josh Katz of The New York Times —
Only the worst disasters completely upend normal patterns of death,
overshadowing, if only briefly, everyday causes like cancer, heart
disease and car accidents. An analysis of various events in the last one
hundred years compared the number of deaths of those events with the
deaths resulting from the coronavirus pandemic. The analysis
concludes that the coronavirus is unlikely to kill as many people as the
Spanish flu did, but it will have few historic rivals.


  


“Social distancing will suppress recovery despite emergency aid,
CBO chief says” via Caitlin Emma of POLITICO — Congress mounted
a $3 trillion response to the pandemic but any boost in economic
activity will be “tempered” as long as some social distancing continues,
the director of the Congressional Budget Office said. CBO Director
Phillip Swagel also said in a letter to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
that additional emergency aid for state and local governments would
increase the federal deficit, but help reduce the size of tax hikes and
budget cuts that Governors and local officials will be forced to consider.
States have been pushing hard for more cash in any new emergency
aid package and their request is a major sticking point, along with
unemployment benefits.


Corona economics



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-hu/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-hu/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-kl/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-kr/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-kr/





Congressional Budget Office Director Phillip Swagel says social distancing is the
most effective tool against the spread of COVID-19. Image via Getty.


“Fed expects the U.S. economy will shrink by 6.5% this year” via
Courtenay Brown of Axios — The Federal Reserve expects the
economy will shrink by 6.5% this year due to the impact of the
coronavirus pandemic, before growing 5% next year, according to new
projections. The central bank also predicts the unemployment rate will
drop to a still-elevated rate of 9.3% this year. By 2022, it expects the
unemployment rate to be 5.5%, still higher than the pre-pandemic rate
of 3.5%. The Fed almost unanimously expects to maintain this low-rate
environment as the economy begins to heal through 2022.


“U.S. deficit racks up record deficit with four months still to go” via
The Associated Press — The federal government recorded a budget
deficit of $1.88 trillion for the first eight months of this budget year,
larger than even any annual shortfalls in U.S. history. The sea of red ink
grew as government spending shot up to deal with the coronavirus
pandemic and tax revenue shrank when millions lost their jobs. The
deficit for the October-May period was more than double the $738.6
billion booked for the same period last year, according to Treasury
Department numbers. The Congressional Budget Office is forecasting
that this year’s deficit will hit $3.7 trillion.


“‘The last thing we need right now’: States, cities hemorrhage jobs”
via Megan Cassella and Eleanor Mueller of POLITICO — Governors
and local officials are struggling to meet payrolls amid a pandemic that
has dramatically hiked government costs and sapped tax revenues.
The U.S. shed 585,000 government jobs in May almost entirely at the
state and local level, even as the rest of the economy began to show
signs of recovery. Now state and local governments are looking to
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Congress for help as lawmakers begin to consider another round of
economic aid. The job losses in government could get worse without a
federal backstop, state officials and some members of Congress say.
“The last thing we need right now is for unemployment to go any
higher,” New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy said.


“Marco Rubio went all-in on small-business program that has
become the centerpiece of an economic-revival push” via Erica
Werner of The Washington Post — Four years after he was on the
GOP primary debate stage, seven years after a failed immigration
reform push, and seven years after his long gulp of water, Sen. Rubio
will cap perhaps his most consequential three months in Congress with
a key oversight hearing. Rubio has called Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin and Small Business Administration Administrator Jovita
Carranza to testify about the Paycheck Protection Program. Rubio
played a lead role in creating the program as part of the CARES Act in
March and has seen it through two chaotic months. Rubio was quick to
call out the Small Business Administration when he felt it wasn’t being
sufficiently transparent.


“Following messy start, enormous Paycheck Protection Program
shows signs of buttressing economy” via Jonathan O'Connell,
Jeanne Whalen, Jeff Stein and Erica Werner of The Washington Post
— Once beset by a flood of complaints, balky computer systems,
changed rules and frantic calls to the Treasury Department, the federal
government’s small-business Paycheck Protection Program is suddenly
looking like a measured success. The U.S. economy buckled in March
and April amid the coronavirus pandemic, but it appeared to regain
some of its footing in May, adding 2.5 million jobs. The economy
remains extremely weak, with a high unemployment rate and a surge in
Americans seeking assistance. Many economists say conditions will
remain shaky for at least another year.


“Here’s where the Small Business Administration’s coronavirus
disaster loans are going“ via Aaron Gregg and Andrew Van Dam of
The Washington Post — After three chaotic months during which
bureaucratic delays and a lack of communication left millions of
business owners wondering when help would arrive, the federal
government’s coronavirus disaster-loan program is belatedly gaining
momentum. The Small Business Administration had approved just over
1.1 million coronavirus disaster loans as of Saturday, according to a
recent SBA report, up from about 39,000 in late April. It has so far spent
$80 billion out of about $365 billion in available loan funds. But the
agency still has a long way to go toward addressing well over 5 million
disaster-loan applications it received as the economic crisis set in. And
questions linger about whether the loan funds are being distributed
fairly and effectively.
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“Safety-net health providers get $25 billion to help keep their doors
open” via Amy Goldstein of The Washington Post — Federal health
officials announced a new round of financial help Tuesday to ease the
financial strains on safety-net health care providers in the coronavirus
pandemic, committing $25 billion to hospitals and other providers of
care for the nation’s poorest patients. The Department of Health and
Human Services plans to devote $10 billion of that amount to about 750
hospitals that treat many patients on Medicaid or who are uninsured,
officials said. The other $15 billion will go to doctors, dentists, clinics
and other facilities that treat low-income adults and children, if they
have not received assistance through two earlier rounds of federal aid
to providers coping with the pandemic’s effects.


“Federal money to start to flow to counties” via Dara Kam of the
News Service of Florida — The U.S. Department of the Treasury in
March dispersed $2.47 billion directly to 12 Florida counties with
populations greater than 500,000 — Brevard, Broward, Duval,
Hillsborough, Lee, Miami-Dade, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk,
Orange and Volusia — as part of a stimulus law known as the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act. But the
state also received $1.275 million for other local governments, and
county and city officials for weeks have urged DeSantis to release the
money. Under the “phased approach” announced by the Governor, the
Florida Division of Emergency Management will provide “an initial
disbursement” of 25% of each county’s allocation. Counties also will be
responsible for steering money to cities.


“The pandemic hasn’t stopped celebrations. But it has curtailed
the big spending.” via Michelle Singletary of The Washington Post —
The pandemic and the resulting shutdowns have helped people get
creative about their celebrations. Some communities have organized
parades to honor the high school and college graduates. Families have
decorated their yards. Graduating students have been encouraged to
wear their cap and gown or school paraphernalia and stand in their
yards to greet family and friends, who will stay in their cars and drive by
to wish them well. Couples who would normally rent out catering halls
for their wedding receptions are opting instead for intimate ceremonies
in the park, in their backyard, or in the middle of the street.


“Hard-hit retailers projected to shutter as many as 25,000 stores
this year, mostly in malls” via Rachel Siegel of The Washington Post
— Consumers may be eager to hit their nearest reopened mall, but it
could already be too late for many struggling retailers. U.S. retailers will
shutter 20,000 to 25,000 stores this year, according to projections
released by Coresight Research, with as much as 60% of those
closures occurring in malls. That marks a sharp increase from the
15,000 forecast earlier this year. “Given that recovery to pre-crisis
levels may be gradual, retailers that were struggling to stay in business
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precrisis are unlikely to have the wherewithal to stay the course on the
road to recovery,” Coresight founder and CEO Deborah Weinswig said
in the report.


Experts expect nearly 25,000 retail locations to close this year, most of them will
be in malls.


“Prices on the bread aisle plunge the most in 80 years” via Katie
Dmitrieva of Bloomberg — Months of quarantine have turned stay-at-
home Americans into home bakers and lowered demand for any
clothing that isn’t casual and comfortable, leading to a drop in prices.
The price of white bread dropped the most since World War II in May,
according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Dress prices and car
insurance fell by the most on record, as people sought out leggings
over more formal wear, and left the car in the garage. Demand
weakness across most categories pushed the overall consumer price
index lower for a third month, spurring disinflationary concern, though
analysts expect components to fluctuate in the coming months as the
U.S. economy gradually reopens.
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“The coronavirus has gutted the price of coca. It could reshape the
cocaine trade.” via Anthony Faiola and Lucien Chauvin of The
Washington Post — The great coca crash of 2020, prices for the leaf in
some regions of South America have fallen as much as 73%, illustrates
the extent to which the pandemic is disrupting every aspect of global
trade, including the traffic in illegal drugs. Lockdowns have sealed
regional borders and sharply curbed domestic and international transit,
challenging the ability of cartels to move the product by land, air or sea.
At the same time, the cartels are dealing with global disruptions in the
production and importation of precursor chemicals, such as potassium
permanganate, that are used in clandestine labs to refine the
recreational drug.


More corona



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-ui/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-ud/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-ud/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-uh/





Coronavirus is also devastating the price of coca, which could have a massive
impact on the cocaine trade. Image via Ernesto Benavides/Washington Post.


“Detained migrants say they were forced to clean COVID-infected
ICE facility” via Jacob Soboroff and Julia Ainsley of NBC News —
Asylum-seeking migrants locked up inside an Arizona Immigration and
Customs Enforcement detention center with one of the highest number
of confirmed COVID-19 cases say they were forced to clean the facility
and are "begging" for protection from the virus, according to a letter.
The migrants appealed for help to the advocacy group from inside one
of 24 "tanks," which hold 120 men each, in the La Palma Correctional
Center outside of Phoenix, which is operated for ICE by the for-profit
company CoreCivic.


“Julio Gonzalez said Amazon censored his coronavirus book” via
Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Gonzalez said Amazon censored a
book he wrote on response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Entitled
“Coronalessons,” the Venice Republican said he devoted much of his
energy in the past two months to produce a well-researched e-book. “I
finished the book officially yesterday and sent it out to be published,”
Gonzalez said. “But I got a message back that they were not going to
publish it and that regarding the virus, everything is going to be referred
to official sources.” The book didn’t focus primarily on the science of the
novel coronavirus but on the policy and economic consequences of
decisions made by leaders to contain the spread of the disease.
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“Interior to push drilling in Florida waters after November election”
via Ben Lefebvre of POLITICO — The Trump administration is
preparing to open the door to oil and gas drilling off Florida’s coast but
will wait until after the November election to avoid blowback in a swing
state whose waters both parties have long considered sacrosanct.
Trump, who has set “energy dominance” as a key national goal, has
eased regulations on offshore drilling put in place by the Obama
administration. Interior has spent years working on a proposed drilling
plan that would expand oil companies‘ access to waters around the
country's coastline, including a draft plan issued in 2018 by the Trump
administration that considered opening the federal waters off both of
Florida's coasts.


“Florida politicians sound off on oil drilling after report suggests
new plan” via Zachary T. Sampson of the Tampa Bay Times — Top
Florida officials affirmed their stance against oil drilling in the eastern
Gulf of Mexico after a news report from Washington described how the


D.C. matters
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Trump administration could bring the industry closer to the state. The
offices of Sens. Rick Scott and Rubio, who have pushed legislation
that would advance the ban another 10 years, both said they will
continue to work on keeping drilling away from Florida.


Rick Scott and Marco Rubio vow to prevent oil drilling off the coast of Florida.


“White House, Rick Scott claim violence at Floyd protests linked to
Venezuela” via Michael Wilner, David Smiley, Alex Daugherty and Nora
Gamez Torres of the Tampa Bay Times — The White House said it has
information that individuals linked to Venezuelan leader Nicolás
Maduro have incited violence at protests in the United States spurred
by Floyd’s death. Scott also highlighted a similar report earlier in the
week, promising Wednesday on Twitter that the U.S. government would
crackdown on any operatives tied to Latin American dictators who
instigate conflict in Miami as part of the protests. “We are aware of
efforts by individuals linked to America’s adversaries, including the
illegitimate regime of Venezuela’s Nicolas Maduro, to instigate conflict,
help incite violence, and divide Americans by exploiting peaceful
protests,” a senior Trump administration official said.


“Scott presses Zoom into reopening U.S.-based Chinese
dissident’s account” via AG Gancarski of Florida Politics — Scott
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continues to warn against the malign intent of the Chinese regime,
which apparently extends to a communications tool in vogue during this
era of social distancing. He scored a win against Zoom, chiding the
company into reversing a decision to close a Chinese dissident’s
account. “This is a U.S. company kowtowing to Communist China and
censoring an individual that displeases the oppressive government,”
Scott tweeted. Scott was responding to a report from Axios, that Zoom
“closed the account of a group of prominent U.S.-based Chinese
activists after they held a Zoom event commemorating the 31st
anniversary of the June 4 Tiananmen Square Massacre.” Zoom
relented.


“Rubio panel told travel industry focus is needed in next stimulus”
via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — If and when there is a next
federal coronavirus economic stimulus package it should be targeted to
help deeply-impacted businesses like travel and leisure, Treasury
Secretary Mnuchin told Rubio‘s committee. “We’re going to need more
money to encourage businesses to rehire people, especially in areas
that have been most impacted. So whether it’s travel, leisure,
restaurants, you can’t get hotel capacity back up to speed without hiring
people first,” Mnuchin said. Universally, and in a bipartisan fashion, the
committee members rhetorically high-fived one another and Mnuchin
over the Paycheck Protection Program Rubio created.


“‘Willful neglect’: Florida’s unemployment system gets hearing in
Washington” via Alex Daugherty of the Tampa Bay Times —
Democratic state Sen. José Javier Rodríguez told Senators that
Florida’s unemployment system, which was implemented by
Republican Sen. Scott when he was Governor of Florida, “suffered from
willful neglect for a long time.” He said the problems were no secret,
with “audit after audit,” and that DeSantis knew about the issues
because one of the audits was “on the Governor’s desk” when he came
into office. “We recently learned that on his way into office, the
Governor was warned of the strategic threat ... the [Florida Department
of Economic Opportunity’s system] posed to Florida,” Rodríguez told
the committee in response to questions from Oregon Democratic Sen.
Ron Wyden.


Assignment editors — Congressman Charlie Crist will visit
businesses, the St. Pete Free Clinic and homes of several local
veterans to handout masks and hear how they are responding to the
coronavirus pandemic: 10 a.m., St. Pete Free Clinic, 863 3rd Ave.
North, St. Petersburg; 11 a.m., Trion Technologies, 2131 Sunnydale
Blvd., Clearwater.


“Federal government awards $9.8 million to agencies that helped
Stoneman Douglas victims” via Anthony Man and the South Florida
Sun-Sentinel — The federal government is providing $9.8 million to



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-od/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-oh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-oh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-ok/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-ok/





agencies that helped victims of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School massacre. The money comes as a grant from the Anti-terrorism
and Emergency Assistance Program, said U.S. Rep. Ted Deutch, a
Broward-Palm Beach County Democrat whose district includes the
Parkland school where the Feb. 14, 2018, massacre took place. The
money, awarded through the Justice Department’s Office for Victims of
Crime, comes from fines and penalties paid by convicted federal
offenders. It will go to reimburse agencies that provided services to
victims in the aftermath of the shooting as well as "ongoing trauma-
informed, evidence-based healing and resiliency services.”


Happening today — The U.S. Department of Agriculture will hold a
video conference to release an updated forecast for the 2019-2020
citrus growing season, noon. Call-in number: 1-855-384-4184. Meeting
code: 6486013.


  


“Ron DeSantis signs unused prescription drug donation bill” via
Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — DeSantis has signed legislation that
would allow patients to donate unused prescription drugs to those in
need. The new DOH program can accept drugs only from authorized
sources, such as nursing home facilities with closed drug delivery
systems, pharmacies, hospitals and others. Typically, if those facilities
end up with unused prescriptions, they are destroyed. The legislation’s
sponsors say the bill could save millions of dollars. The repository may
only accept drugs that are in their original packaging, show no signs of
tampering and have been stored at normal room temperature, among
other restrictions.


“State seeks to fast track voting rights appeal” via News Service of
Florida — Arguing that the case is of “exceptional importance,” lawyers
for DeSantis have made a rare move of asking a full appellate court to
consider a challenge to a voting-rights ruling that would pave the way
for hundreds of thousands of felons to cast ballots in the November
elections. Appeals in federal lawsuits are almost always initially heard
by three-judge panels, whose decisions can be revisited later by the full
court in what are known as “en banc” hearings. But the DeSantis
administration last week asked the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
for an initial hearing by the full court, due in part to a panel decision
earlier in the case and because of the far-reaching nature of the lawsuit.


‘Cold War’ worries Agriculture industry — Florida agriculture groups
were happy to receive $380.7 million in USDA grant money for last
month but suspect the money could have arrived sooner if DeSantis
and Fried weren’t squabbling, Bruce Ritchie of POLITICO Florida
reports. With a consequential election looming, the pair have been
engaged in a “cold war” for months and the recent crisis has only made


Statewide
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it worse. "It's unfortunate we are where we are," said one agriculture
group lobbyist. "It doesn't help the agriculture industry when the
Commissioner and the Governor just can't be on the same page."


Federal funds to Florida agriculture interests could have come earlier if not for the
squabbling between Ron DeSantis and Nikki Fried. Image via AP.


“Loss creep, litigation create ‘perfect storm’ for Florida property
insurance rate hikes” via John Haughey of The Center Square —
Florida homeowners face significant insurance rate hikes in 2020 as
loss creep from 2017’s Hurricane Irma and 2018’s Hurricane Michael
was factored into June 1 reinsurance renewals. After a decade without
a landfall hurricane, “soft pricing” from the storm-free span will face
hard adjustments as reinsurers demand carriers raise rates after the
2017-18 storms. Credit rating agency AM Best Co. projected average
increases in reinsurance costs of 15% to 20% for Florida homeowners.
That projection has proved conservative, with three insurers already
receiving permission from the Florida Office of Insurance Regulation to
raise rates between 20% and 40%.


“Personnel note: Savanna Christy appointed executive director of
Keep Florida Beautiful” via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics — The
Keep Florida Beautiful Board of Directors announced this week that
Savanna Christy has been appointed as its new executive director.
Christy joined KFB from the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation
Commission in February 2019, starting as a program coordinator
assisting with the daily operations for KFB, which is one of the largest
volunteer-based community organizations in the Sunshine State. KFB
Board Chair Elizabeth DeWitt said, “We are delighted to have Savanna
lead KFB’s efforts in Florida to inspire, educate, and empower
Floridians to improve and beautify their communities. A network of more
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than 40 Keep America Beautiful affiliates across the State work
tirelessly to ensure that Florida is a beautiful place to live, work, and
play.”


Happening today — The Board of Directors of Enterprise Florida will
hold a video conference call to discuss next year’s budget, 9 a.m.,
livestreamed on The Florida Channel. Call-in number: 1-888-585-9008.
Meeting code: 323514218.


Happening today — The Florida Department of Transportation hosts
an online conference to discuss the multiuse corridor, part of which is a
toll road, from Collier County to Polk County, 9:30 a.m. Register at
attendee.gotowebinar.com/register.


Assignment editors — Florida TaxWatch will host a news conference
to announce the 2020 Budget Turkey Watch Report and address the
significant impact of COVID-19 on the 2020-21 budget, 11 a.m., Florida
TaxWatch Headquarters, 106 North Bronough Street, Tallahassee. The
event will also be streamed live on the Florida TaxWatch Facebook
page at facebook.com/floridataxwatch.


“Flags lowered to honor Gwen Margolis” via the News Service of
Florida — DeSantis ordered that flags be lowered to half-staff to honor
former Senate President Margolis, a Miami-Dade County Democrat
who died this week at age 85. DeSantis directed flags to fly at half-staff
until sunset Wednesday at the state Capitol, the Miami-Dade County
Courthouse and Miami City Hall. Margolis was Senate president from
1990 to 1992, becoming the first woman in the country to serve as a
Senate president.
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Ron DeSantis ordered flags to fly half-staff to honor Gwen Margolis, the first
female president of the Senate, who died this week at 85. Image via AP.


“It’s 2020, and the Tampa Bay Times still has a mug shot gallery”
via Jo-Ellen Schilke of Creative Loafing Tampa Bay — Mug shots are a
staple of newspaper and television news websites. Multiple studies
show police are more likely to pull over Black motorists and stop (and
frisk) Black people, leading to more arrests. Mug shot galleries can
reinforce to viewers the criminality of black people. This intersection of
race, media, policing, and justice shouldn’t go unexamined. It is legal
for the papers to publish these rogue galleries. But is it ethical? Starting
at the most basic, the SPJ Code of Ethics has a few related principles.
It is hard to justify mug shot pages within the context of an ethical
media, and it seems that the media is on its way to eliminating them.


  


“Trump will return to campaign trail with rally in Tulsa” via Annie
Karni of The New York Times — Trump will return to the campaign trail June


2020
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19 with a rally in Tulsa, Oklahoma, for the first time since the coronavirus
outbreak forced most of the country into quarantine three months ago, a
campaign official said. Trump campaign officials are unlikely to put into place
any social distancing measures for rally attendees, or require them to wear
masks, people familiar with the decision-making process said, adding that it
would be unnecessary because the state is so far along in its reopening. Trump
has also made it clear he doesn’t want to speak in front of gatherings that look
empty because of social distancing, or to look out on a sea of covered faces as
he tries to project a positive message about the country returning to normal life
and the economy roaring back


Donald Trump will resume his popular rallies in Oklahoma on June 19.


“Republicans fear Trump’s weakened standing jeopardizes the
party in November” via Robert Costa and Philip Rucker of The Washington
Post — Trump’s incendiary responses to racial injustice protests and the
coronavirus pandemic have left him politically isolated and profoundly
weakened less than five months from the election, raising alarms among many
Republicans about the party’s prospects in November. Perhaps emboldened by
Trump’s diminished standing, not to mention their own outrage over his
conduct, some Republicans have acted in outright opposition to the president.
Most of the Republican officeholders standing for reelection are counting on
Trump’s core supporters to turn out — and after weathering more than 3½
years of political storms, they see no advantage in breaking with the president
now.


“Jacksonville is front-runner in race for GOP convention” via Matt
Dixon of POLITICO Florida — Jacksonville has a “99%” chance of hosting
the Republican National Convention's keynote events after local and state
officials made a case in behind-the-scenes negotiations that the city had
enough hotel rooms to accommodate such a large event. “While no final
decision has been made by the RNC we understand Jacksonville is a front-
runner,” Republican Party of Florida Chair Joe Gruters, co-chair of Trump’s
2016 Florida campaign, tweeted. “This certainly has been generating a lot of
attention and excitement. We continue to believe that Florida would be the best
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place for the convention.”


“Jacksonville front-runner to host part of Republican National
Convention” via Christopher Hong and Emily Bloch of The Florida Times-
Union — Jacksonville is in the “front-running position” among a handful of
cities competing to host a portion of this year’s Republican National
Convention, the convention’s chairwoman said Wednesday during a radio
interview. Chair Ronna McDaniel told radio host Hugh Hewitt that media
reports of the RNC tentatively selecting Jacksonville to host part of the
convention were “premature” but that the city was well-positioned to be
chosen. ″(T)here’s so many cities that have come forward — Nashville,
Savannah, Phoenix. I don’t want to say that, yet, but Jacksonville has a lot of
the things that we like and is in a very good position,” McDaniel said.


“GOP expects to move its convention to Jacksonville after dispute
with North Carolina over pandemic safeguards” via Annie Linskey
and Josh Dawsey of The Washington Post — Seeking a city willing to allow a
large-scale event amid the coronavirus pandemic, Republicans have tentatively
settled on Jacksonville as the new destination for the premier festivities of the
Republican National Convention in August, according to three Republican
officials briefed on the plans. The details of the arrangement are still in flux
and RNC aides are scrambling to determine whether the northern Florida city
has enough hotel rooms to accommodate the quadrennial event, which
typically kicks off the final stretch of the presidential campaign. Republican
officials were in Jacksonville Monday looking at the city and the surrounding
areas. The convention’s more routine and lower-profile meetings still would
take place in Charlotte, the original host site for the convention, according to
two officials.


  


“Leo Valentín releases digital ads in CD 7 Republican primary” via
Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Valentín is releasing a series of
video digital ads on various platforms pressing the value of his
experience as a doctor during a pandemic as well as his support for
Trump and conservative social causes. Valentín, an Orlando
radiologist, is running for a shot at Democratic U.S. Rep. Stephanie
Murphy in Florida’s 7th Congressional District covering parts of central,
northern and eastern Orange County and all of Seminole County. In an
August 18 primary he’s up against Longwood financier Richard Goble
and Orlando businessman Yukong Zhao.


To view one of the ads, click on the image below:


More from the trail
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Amanda Makki releases first ad in CD 13 — Republican
congressional candidate Amanda Makki released her first ad for her
campaign to unseat U.S. Rep. Crist in Florida’s 13th Congressional
District. “Conservative Amanda Makki earned the American dream,” the
ad narrator says. “Makki escaped a brutal regime that persecuted
Christians, she worked her way through college and served in the
Pentagon after 9/11. In Congress, Amanda Makki will stand with Trump
to secure our border and protect Florida families from crushing taxes.”
Makki is one of five Republicans seeking the nomination. She leads in
the money race, though she faces a tough competitor in Anna Paulina
Luna, who has the backing of many Trump allies.


To watch the video, click on the image below:


“Margaret Good hits Vern Buchanan on oil donations,
misidentified Interior Secretary” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics —
Good slammed Buchanan for taking donations from lobbyists
supporting oil drilling off Florida’s coast. In addition to ignoring the
Republican congressman’s longtime opposition to drilling, the
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Democratic challenger misidentified the current Interior Secretary.
“Once again the Florida coastline is under siege while Vern Buchanan
sits idly by, continuing to rake in contributions from the oil and gas
industry,” Good said in a news release. Good also misidentified the
name of the Interior Secretary, referring to Ryan Zinke, who resigned
18 months ago. That change in guard was apparently not noticed by
Good’s camp before the news release was issued. But Buchanan’s
team quickly noted the gaffe.


“Democratic congressional candidate asks whether it’s ‘open
season’ on Donald Trump, Bill Barr, other GOP’ers” via Ryan Nicol
of Florida Politics — Democratic congressional candidate Pam Keith is
asking whether it’s “open season” on political rivals she deems “bad
guy(s)” in a Twitter post. Keith was questioning logic used in some
conservative circles regarding the death of Floyd. Some conservative
commentators have raised Floyd’s criminal past in discussing his killing
at the hands of Minneapolis police, seemingly implying his criminal past
justified his killing, or at least made it less appalling. Aside from Trump
highlighting that post, that strain of thought has not surfaced widely
among GOP politicians. Still, Keith decided to paint Republicans with a
broad brush Wednesday. When asked to provide other examples of
Republicans using Floyd’s past to “justify” the officer’s actions, Keith
was unable to provide specific examples.


“Club For Growth backs Byron Donalds in CD 19” via Jacob Ogles
of Florida Politics — Club For Growth made its pick in a heated
Republican primary for a Southwest Florida Congressional seat. The
free-market advocacy group endorsed Naples Republican Donalds, a
state lawmaker and professional financial adviser. “Byron Donalds is a
constitutional conservative with invaluable experience in finance who
has proved his pro-growth credentials during his time as a State
Representative, and we are proud to endorse his campaign,” said Club
for Growth PAC David McIntosh.


“Tom Lee endorses Danny Burgess as successor in Florida
Senate” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — Lee is endorsing
former Rep. Danny Burgess to succeed him in Senate District 20. Lee
announced last month he was resigning from the seat, effective
November 3. “It has been the greatest honor of my career serving as a
Senator for 18 years and, most recently, representing the citizens of
District 20,” Lee said. “Danny currently serves our country in the United
States Army Reserve as a Captain in the Judge Advocate General’s
Corps. He has represented his community admirably in the halls of the
Florida Legislature and has offered steadfast leadership for Florida’s
1.5 million Veterans. I am proud to endorse him and look forward to
calling him my Senator.” Senate President-Designate Wilton Simpson
and Majority Leader Kathleen Passidomo endorsed Burgess Friday.


“Jim Boyd draws primary challenge as Democratic field clears” via
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Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — A Senate race in the Bradenton area
just saw a Democrat exit the contest and a Republican enter. But the
front-runner continued to expand his financial advantage for the open
seat. Boyd now faces a Republican challenger in John Manners
Houman, a Thonotosassa Republican. Houman previously eyed
Tampa Bay seats known by the nickname “Mr. Manners,” but plans now
to move to the Bradenton area. “He’s more for big business and I’m for
small business,” Houman said. Boyd dismissed that assessment.


“Javier Fernández tops Ana Maria Rodriguez in May fundraising
for SD 39” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Fernández is again
leading Rodriguez in the monthly fundraising contest in Senate District
39 after an impressive May haul. Fernández added more than $33,000
during the month to his campaign account. Florida Future, a political
committee affiliated with the Fernández campaign, collected another
$70,000. The haul puts the Democrat well ahead of Rodriguez for the
month. Rodriguez brought in less than $3,000 to her campaign but
pulled in another $45,000 through her political committee, Ethics and
Honesty in Government. The race is one of the highest-profile Senate
races in the state. Democrats believe they can steal a seat from
Republicans this November.


“Bibiana Potestad again tops GOP rivals in HD 105 fundraising” via
Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Potestad is once again atop the GOP
field in House District 105 fundraising, adding more than $14,000 in
May. The contest also features a pair of Democratic candidates in
former HD 105 candidate Javier Estevez and immigration attorney
Maureen Porras. Neither of those two had posted their May numbers
as of this posting. With Potestad’s May haul, she has now collected
nearly $150,000 in the race to replace Rep. Ana Maria Rodriguez.
Rodriguez is pursuing a Senate seat after just one term in the House.


“Demi Busatta Cabrera maintains HD 114 fundraising lead over
Jean-Pierre Bado” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Busatta
Cabrera retains a fundraising lead over her Democratic rival in House
District 114. Bado is the only Democratic candidate filed in the contest.
Busatta Cabrera, a former legislative assistant to Sen. Anitere Flores,
is the lone Republican in the race. Busatta Cabrera added just under
$11,000 in May. In April, she showed $0 in contributions after she
raised $1,000 in March. That was a drop from Busatta Cabrera’s prior
three months in the race. She started her campaign adding nearly
$57,000 in December.


“Money continues to flow to Rhonda Rebman Lopez despite
endorsements of her GOP rival” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics —
Republican officials have begun to line up behind Jim Mooney in
House District 120, but the money continues to head to his Republican
rival, Lopez. Lopez and Mooney are battling with attorney Alexandria



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-pd/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-pd/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-ph/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-pk/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-pk/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-pu/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhrhrdt-edrdjlhjd-pu/





Suarez in a three-way contest for the GOP nomination. Outgoing HD
120 Rep. Holly Raschein endorsed Mooney as her preferred
successor. Sen. Anitere Flores, whose district covers much of the
same ground as HD 120, is also backing Mooney. Despite that, Lopez
has now led the fundraising contest for the ninth straight month. She
has topped her opponents every month since entering the contest in
September.


“Here comes the judge: Belvin Perry draws $123K for Orlando
State Attorney bid” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Former
Circuit Court Chief Judge Perry’s campaign for the opening State
Attorney seat in Florida’s 9th Judicial Circuit just sent the message that
his opponents had dreaded for months. I’m back. Perry, who retired as
JC 9 Chief Judge in 2014, had overseen a campaign that appeared
financially moribund the first three months after he filed to be elected JC
9 State Attorney. And then, in May the campaign raised $123,805. He
filed to run for the State Attorney’s job Feb. 6, but his campaign raised
only $11,200 in February, March, and April combined, not including the
$9,000 he loaned to his campaign.


“Daniella Levine Cava crosses $3M raised after adding $600K in
May” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — The Miami-Dade mayoral
candidate as more than $3.1 million between her campaign and political
committee, Our Democracy. Her May earnings is one of the best
months for Levine Cava so far, and it comes as candidates have halted
in-person fundraisers and other events due to the COVID-19 outbreak.
“It’s clear that Daniella’s campaign continues to build great momentum
and excitement as we pass the $3-million mark in fundraising,” said
Christian Ulvert, a senior adviser to the campaign.


“Porn actor running for office in Wilton Manors” via Lisa J. Huriash
of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Adult film actor Juan Melecio
submitted his paperwork Monday to run for a commission seat in Wilton
Manors. He also goes by several other names, including Juan Davila.
His stage name is Antonio Biaggi. “I’m from Puerto Rico and I’m a
very passionate person," Melecio said. "When something is right I just
go for it.” Two commission seats and the mayor’s seat are up for grabs
in the November election. Qualifying lasts through noon Friday. Also
Monday, Scott Newton qualified to run for mayor, and Joseph
Sansone qualified to run for city commissioner.
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“Kevin Cate: Lose the Florida Capitol’s Confederate monument” via
Florida Politics — Removing this and every other Confederate
monument in the South won't erase the impact of generations of racist,
revisionist history today, but it will de-weaponize these symbols
tomorrow — for tomorrow we must continue the real "battle" — bringing
hope, equal opportunity, and fairness before the law and law
enforcement to all people. That's what Confederates and their
sympathizers were really fighting against in the Civil War and in 1882,
1923, 1963, and sadly, some, through action and inaction, are still
fighting today. Yet another "battle" they will eventually lose. In this —
and all other cases — the sooner the better.


Top opinion


  


“Micah Kubic: One great voting rights victory in a long, long battle”
via Florida Politics — The war for voting rights is long and ongoing. As
of May 24, we can add another victory. U.S. District Judge Robert
Hinkle ruled Florida’s latest attempt to block American citizens from
voting — 2019’s Senate Bill 7066 — is unconstitutional. That law
decreed people with past felony convictions, even if they had finished
their sentences and probation, could not vote until they had paid all
restitution, fines and court fees. DeSantis signed that law, despite the
fact that, in November 2018, 65% of Floridians voted for Amendment 4,
granting returning citizens the right to vote. Hinkle’s ruling clears the
way for hundreds of thousands of Florida citizens to vote, the largest
single granting of suffrage in the U.S. since 1971.


“Jacksonville inches forward, then takes two steps back” via Nate
Monroe of The Florida Times-Union — Jacksonville Mayor Lenny


Opinions
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Curry genuinely surprised protesters when he abruptly ordered city
workers on Tuesday to take down a prominent Confederate monument
in downtown and further pledged to take down the remaining
monuments throughout the city. It was symbolic, yes, but it represented
a meaningful pivot for a Republican mayor who had previously refused
to remove the monuments and is not often inclined to change his mind.
If there was a way to cheapen this gesture, however, Curry sure found
it. The Republican National Convention has “tentatively” settled on
announcing Jacksonville as its new host city, after a public campaign by
Curry and DeSantis to land the event at the last minute, according to a
report in The Washington Post on Wednesday.


  


The Florida GOP is giddy over reports that Jacksonville could host the
Republican National Convention in August.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


Today's Sunrise
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— The state Health Department says there have now been 67,391
confirmed cases of coronavirus in Florida. That an increase of almost
1,400 in one day. It’s now the eighth day in a row where the number
was more than 1,000. COVID-19 has now killed at least 2,889 people in
the Sunshine State.


— Next week’s meeting of the state Clemency Board has been
canceled and Agriculture Commissioner Fried is once again calling out
Gov. DeSantis, saying it is just one more way the state is suppressing
the vote by refusing to restore the rights of people who have served
their time.


— Tallahassee Attorney Ben Crump is back on the national stage,
since serving as the lawyer for the family of Floyd. Crump was one of
the witnesses at a congressional hearing on police practices and law
enforcement accountability.


— Florida’s broken unemployment system is getting attention in
Washington — as an example of how to do it wrong.


— The latest with two Florida men: One is a deputy who was
suspended for inviting violent cops to work in Florida. The other is a guy
who brought a rifle to a peace march.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“Some good news: Cownose stingray gives birth at Florida
Aquarium” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — The pup,
named Bimini, was born Monday at about 2 p.m. on World Oceans Day.
The pup’s mom was in labor for a little over an hour. Bimini joins two
other pups born in recent weeks, Kitts and Nevis, all named after the
geological regions in which they are found. The Aquarium is expecting
pups from four more mothers within the next months. Cownose
stingrays can be pregnant from 10-12 months and typically have one to
two pups at a time. The aquarium reports that Bimini is doing well and
will be moved into the stingray nursery with the other two pups within
the next few days.


To watch the announcement, click on the image below:


Aloe
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“How Orlando City helped bring MLS tournament to Disney World”
via Iliana Limon Romero of the Orlando Sentinel — Orlando City CEO
Alex Leitão said ever since Major League Soccer shut down play
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March 11 due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Lions were eager to
figure out ways to help bring back soccer safely. As MLS began
discussing playing in regional hubs to limit travel, Leitão said he
thought, “Maybe we didn’t need hubs. We have a place that can
accommodate all teams. ... We have hotels that could host all the
teams and a facility like ESPN Wide World of Sports with the fields to
not only accommodate the games, but ... give opportunities to the
teams to train." He said his first call was to a club partner at Disney
World and his second was to Orlando Health. He then introduced
Disney and Orlando Health leaders to MLS staff.


  


Best wishes to Mrs. Chief, Katie Patronis, as well as Traci Deen of
Conservation Florida, former state Sen. Mike Fasano, Cesar
Gonzalez, chief of staff for Rep. Mario Díaz-Balart, and Stuart Rogel.


Happy birthday
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The Republican National Convention is a month away, and Duval County
Sheriff Mike Williams doesn’t see how Jacksonville can safely host the GOP
nominating event.


“With less than 40 days until the expected Republican National Convention is
slated to arrive in Jacksonville, I am compelled to express my significant
concerns with the viability of this event. At this point, we are simply past the
point of no return to execute the event with safety and security that is our
obligation,” Williams said Monday.


To date, public concerns about the RNC have centered on venues, mask
requirements or hotel capacity. Williams’ worries are different.


He’s unsure if law enforcement will have the resources, funding or crew to pull


First Shot







it off, and there aren’t yet any deals in place for security to be supplemented as
is needed.


“But there’s a lot of things that need to happen: an event schedule nailed down,
and being able to sign contracts and spend money so that we can prepare for
this event. And none of that has happened yet,” he said. “So here we are inside
of 40 days, and I haven’t really pulled the trigger on anything RNC-related
when it comes to finances or contracts and so, you know, only related to
security, mind you, nothing, nothing related to any of this.”


Williams, a Republican, said he’s made his concerns known to Jacksonville
Mayor Lenny Curry. Despite his overt pessimism, the Sheriff stopped short of
claiming a safe and secure RNC 2020 would be impossible.


“At virtually 75 days it was an incredible lift, and everything would have to be
perfect. And needless to say, it has not,” Williams said. “So, you know with
that, we can't pull it off in any kind of current configuration. But again, it's not
my job to plan the RNC. It’s my job to be able to provide security for it, but I
can't do it right now in this time frame with this current configuration of the
event.”


  


Positive cases:


— 355,899 FL residents (+10,287 since Sunday)


— 4,495 Non-FL residents (+60 since Sunday)


Origin:


— 3,155 Travel related


— 92,410 Contact with a confirmed case


— 3,100 Both


— 257,234 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 21,263 in FL


Deaths:


— 5,183 in FL


Coronavirus Numbers


  


As of Sunday:


Unemployment Numbers







Total claims: 3,181,064


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,977,778


— Claim verification queue: 269,755


— Claims processed: 2,708,023


— Claims paid: 1,753,439 (+25,601 since Thursday)


Total paid out: $10.89 billion (+$400 million since Thursday)


  


1. "UK coronavirus vaccine prompts immune response in early test" via
Maria Cheng of the Associated Press


2. "10,347 new COVID-19 cases in Florida on Monday" via Staff of the
Sarasota Herald-Tribune


3. "Ron DeSantis raises concerns about impossible COVID-19 positives"
via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics


4. “’If it’s here, it’s here’: America’s retirees confront the virus in
Florida” via Kimiko de Freytas-Tamura of The New York Times


5. "South Florida spikes to second-highest daily positivity rate since
COVID-19 resurgence began in June" via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


6. “How long does COVID-19 immunity last?” via Derek Thompson of The
Atlantic


7. “GOP coronavirus bill likely to include payroll tax cut and tie school
money to reopening plans” via Erica Werner, Jeff Stein, Robert Costa and
Seung Min Kim of The Washington Post


8. "State economist: Predicted drop in Florida tourism is 'mind-boggling'"
via Gina Jordan of USF


9. “COVID rewrites the Disney playbook” via Erich Schwartzel and Joe
Flint of The Wall Street Journal


10. “Miami’s oldest comic-book store was on the verge of closing due to
COVID. Enter Batman.” via Rene Rodriguez of the Miami Herald


11. "Florida Democrats: Joe Biden is repeating the mistakes of 2016" via
Gary Fineout of POLITICO


12. “Big polling leads tend to erode. Is Joe Biden’s edge different?” via
Nate Cohn of The New York Times


13. “George W. Bush v. Al Gore and 36 days of sheer chaos in 2000: Could


Evening Reads
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it happen again in swing-state Florida in 2020?” via Lucy Morgan of
Florida Phoenix


14. “Andrew Gillum opens up about rehab and therapy” via Matthew Choi
of POLITICO


15. "'We can't pull it off': Florida sheriff says he can't muster security for
GOP convention" via Marc Caputo of POLITICO


16. “USF launches a new research project: explore systemic racism” via
Divya Kumar of the Tampa Bay Times


17. “'Move over Joe Exotic': Matt Gaetz shares trailer for HBO doc
shoving aside 'Tiger King'” via Morgan Hines of USA Today


  


“Well, first of all, I didn’t give any executive order, that was the Department of
Education. They have a board; they do different things. My view is, is we’ve
got to work together. I want to work with all the school districts.” — Gov. Ron
DeSantis, distancing himself from the emergency order to reopen schools next
month.


Quote of the Day


  Bill Day's Latest
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Delegation  for 7.24.20: Military money  — go home  — relief cash  — undocumenteds  — bye bye Jax RNC


Date: Friday, July 24, 2020 3:15:26 PM


  


With Congress poised to go on recess at the end of next week, one of
the must-dos is half-completed. The William “Mac” Thornberry
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), which funds military
operations, infrastructure, and other related items, is now in the Senate.


Earlier this week, the House passed the $741 billion NDAA by a 295-
125 vote. Those voting for the bill included 187 Democrats and 108
Republicans, while 43 Democrats joined 81 Republicans to vote against
it, a testament to the process that kept the bill from becoming totally
partisan.


In another sign of bipartisanship, the bill is named after Thornberry, the


FUNDING THE MILITARY
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Texas Republican and ranking member of the House Armed Services
Committee, who is retiring at the end of the year.


The William “Mac” Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act was named
after the Texas Republican who is retiring this year. Image via CQ Roll Call.


“After last year’s partisan bill, I’m pleased to see the House returned to
tradition of developing this bill with input from Republican and Democrat
members,” said Clermont Republican Daniel Webster in a statement.


The bill contained items ranging from funding operations to combat
ISIS, provide a deterrence to Russia, optimizing a presence in the Indo-
Pacific, funding a pandemic preparedness fund, preserving
environmentally sensitive areas from development, and others. Other
provisions gaining significant attention included a 3% pay raise for the
military and another calling for the removal of the names of Confederate
army leaders from military bases.


President Donald Trump has pledged a veto over that provision, but
there appears to be sufficient numbers to override any such veto.


Several members touted provisions they were able to insert into the
larger bill, including provisions for the Coast Guard by Democratic
Reps. Charlie Crist of St. Petersburg and Debbie Mucarsel Powell of
Miami, as well as amendments named after constituents by Democratic
Rep. Ted Deutch of Boca Raton and Republican Rep. Vern Buchanan
of Longboat Key (see “Tougher on terror” and “Honoring fallen soldier”
below).


Democratic Rep. Kathy Castor of Tampa, who was among all 13
delegation Democrats voting in favor, said the bill “is an important step
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to ensure our armed forces are inclusive for all who want to serve our
nation and to honor American heroes who embody the values of
America.” while Panama City Republican Neal Dunn of Panama City
said that as a veteran “taking care of our troops is a top priority.”


Sarasota Republican Greg Steube was among five delegation
Republicans voting against the bill.


“Funding for our national defense should not be used by the Democrats
as an opportunity to further their partisan, progressive wish list, such as
renaming military bases, and restricting funding for the border wall, all
while forcing components of the Green New Deal on our military,” he
said in a statement.


The other four “no” votes came from Reps. Ted Yoho, Brian Mast, Bill
Posey and Matt Gaetz. Gaetz got into a public spat with GOP
Conference chair Liz Cheney partly over a provision she helped insert
into the bill making it more difficult for the President to remove troops
from Afghanistan (see “Gaetz, Cheney tangle” below).


There appears to be no large obstacles to the bipartisan bill passing in
the Senate, where the Armed Services Committee is on board with
changing the names of bases. Which begs the question; what will
Trump do?


  


Earlier this week, the Department of State ordered China to close its
consulate in Houston, dramatically heightening tensions between the
two countries. China promised retaliation.


The Trump administration gave China until the end of the week to clear
out, prompting what many believed to be a burning of documents on
embassy grounds. Sen. Marco Rubio said there was ample reason to
close the consulate.


PLEASE GO HOME
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Marco Rubio calls the China consulate in Houston a spy center.


“This consulate is basically a front,” Rubio said on Fox Business
Network’s Mornings With Maria (Bartiromo). “It’s kind of the central
node of a massive spy operation — commercial espionage, defense
espionage, also influence agents to try to influence Congress …. So it’s
long overdue to be closed.”


Rubio, the interim chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee, said
embassy personnel have 72 hours to leave the country or face arrest.


After the Chinese were informed of the closure, Houston firefighters
were dispatched to the consulate after smoke was seen. With
embassies and consulates considered foreign territory, the firefighters
were not permitted to enter embassy grounds, but Rubio said the
conduct of consulate employees was to be expected.


“When your embassy or consulate is closed, they start destroying
everything in there, they have a plan of destruction,” he told Bartiromo.
“So, they’ll burn documents and shred documents and destroy
computers and so forth.”


He predicted China’s retaliation would likely be the closure of a U.S.
facility, “probably Wuhan.”


Two days later the Chinese ordered the U.S. to close its consulate in
Chengdu, with Wuhan, the reported point of origin for the COVID-19
virus, another possibility. The Wuhan facility has been closed since its
evacuation due to the coronavirus outbreak.


  


Two months ago, the House passed the $3 trillion HEROES Act to


FUNDING MORE RELIEF
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provide more coronavirus relief. Senate Republicans are poised to
reveal the details of a $1 trillion bill that would provide another $1,200
stimulus to individuals, unemployment benefits, funds to reopen
schools, and relief to state and local governments.


There is already conservative pushback even on the Senate bill that
is one-third the size of the House bill. Others say there has been little
accounting of funds already appropriated.


Sen. Rick Scott and Republican Sen. Ron Johnson of Wisconsin are
asking fellow Senators to seek documentation from their states on how
federal relief funds were allocated so far. In a letter to their Senate
colleagues, they identified and thanked those who have already
provided the information.


Wisconsin's Ron Johnson and Rick Scott are hoping to get an accounting of
where the stimulus money is going.


“We are disappointed in the lack of response from 42 states,” they
wrote. “Therefore, we write today to ask that you consider encouraging
the remaining states to immediately share this important information,
which should be readily available, if not already submitted to the federal
government for oversight activities by the U.S. Department of the
Treasury and the Pandemic Response Accountability Committee.”


Florida and Wisconsin are among those states yet to provide the
information. A similar letter went to Republican Gov. Larry Hogan of
Maryland and Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo of New York, the chair
and vice-chair, respectively, of the National Governors Association.


The effort by Scott and Johnson illustrates a key subplot in the attempt
to pass a new relief bill. Republicans are clearly divided on how to
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move forward with the extra unemployment benefits set to expire July
31 as Congress heads into the summer recess period.


In a major disappointment, Senate Republicans said their bill would
not be ready until early next week.


  


Last year, the Trump administration sought to include a question on the
census form asking for the immigration status of respondents. The
Supreme Court threw up a roadblock to the effort, but the
administration pivoted and began to seek the same information from
information already available.


Earlier this week, Trump signed a memorandum that would exclude
those in the country illegally from counting toward determining the
number of House of Representative districts and the distribution of
federal dollars to affected states. Currently, districts are determined
by roughly one representative for up to 700,000 residents


Undocumented need not apply for the census, says Donald Trump.


“We will collect all of the information we need to conduct an accurate
census and to make responsible decisions about public policy, voting
rights, and representation in Congress,” Trump said in announcing the
memorandum.


Border states such as California, Arizona, New Mexico and Texas
would likely be affected the most, while Florida could also be impacted,
but to a lesser extent.


“After failing to include a citizenship question in the census, the Trump
Admin is again using the count as a cudgel against immigrant


COUNTING THE UNDOCUMENTED
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communities,” tweeted Democratic Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz
of Weston. “Our Constitution is clear: EVERYONE must be counted &
included for services and congressional apportionment.”


Some states have already begun sharing the data with the Census
Bureau. Estimates on the number of undocumented immigrants range
from 11 million to 30 million people.


“I'd like to provide a friendly reminder that the Constitution requires
EVERYONE to be counted in the #Census,” tweeted Democratic Rep.
Darren Soto of Kissimmee. “Our immigrant communities are here and
they will not be erased by this divisive President.”


The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) is confident Trump will fail in
the effort. Dale Ho, the director of the ACLU’s Voting Rights Project
said: “We’ll see him in court, and win, again.”


  


A little more than one month before it was set to begin, Trump
announced the cancellation of the Jacksonville portion of the
Republican National Convention. As Florida appears to be the epicenter
of the coronavirus in the U.S. and large, possibly violent protests likely,
the President said: "To have a big convention is not the right time.”


What will replace the Jacksonville portion is uncertain, but the
Republican National Committee business will take place in Charlotte as
scheduled. The reaction was a mix of disappointment and
understanding.


Donald Trump nixes the Jax RNC. 'Not the right time.'


St. Augustine Republican Rep. Michael Waltz appeared on Fox and


ON SECOND THOUGHT
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Friends 12 hours after the announcement expressing disappointment
for the local businesses that were already beginning to see reservations
and other activity from delegates. Waltz, a member of the host
committee along with Rep. John Rutherford, also said he understood
the safety reasoning involved in the President’s call.


Local officials were equally disappointed and understanding.


“We appreciate President Donald Trump considering our public health
and safety concerns in making this incredibly difficult decision,” said
Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry and Duval County Sheriff Mike
Williams. “As always, in Jacksonville, public safety is our No. 1 priority.
President Donald Trump has once again has reaffirmed his
commitment to the safety of Jacksonville, Florida, and the people of the
United States of America.”


In the end, the GOP convention will likely look similar to the virtual
gathering planned by Democrats earlier in the month.


  


Last year when Democrats were divided on whether to impeach Trump,
caucus meetings yielded different perspectives, but any animosity that
might have existed remained behind closed doors with few leaks. In a
significant role reversal, Republicans are now battling each other on
spending, foreign policy and military deployments, with their fissures
now spilling into the open for the world to see.


Gaetz made a significant contribution to that dynamic this week. The
Fort Walton Beach Republican and some members of the conservative
Freedom Caucus, blasted Rep. Liz Cheney, the GOP Conference
chair, for her occasional disagreements with Trump policies.


While most of the criticism came during a conference meeting, Gaetz
used his podcast to tell Cheney it was time for her to go.


"I do not believe that Liz Cheney is the right person to lead the House
Republican Conference into this upcoming November election,” Gaetz
said. “Liz Cheney should step down or be removed.”


GAETZ, CHENEY TANGLE
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Liz Cheney's leadership is leaving Matt Gaetz cold.


In addition to Cheney’s jabs at Trump, Gaetz and his colleagues hold a
grudge that she backed a primary challenger — as did Trump — to
Kentucky conservative Republican Thomas Massie.


Cheney was diplomatic, pointing out to Fox & Friends that “we don’t
always agree,” but added she has voted with Trump 97% of the time.
She said in the end, “we are going to be absolutely united” and pledging
“I’m not going anyplace.”


Gaetz was also in the news this week after a POLITICO piece accused
him of violating ethics rules involving taxpayer dollars used to fund a
studio and the hiring of a speechwriting consultant. Gaetz denied any
wrongdoing and was working to correct the highlighted “glorified
clerical error” on the consultant arrangement while maintaining the
studio matter was proper.


Earlier this month, the Office of Congressional Ethics ended a
preliminary investigation into the leasing of office space by Gaetz
from a supporter and former business associate. That investigation
began after another POLITICO investigative piece.


  


One says he didn’t direct abusive words to the other, yet offers a tepid
apology, while the other says she does not accept whatever it is he is
offering. Yoho, who is seldom seen or quoted by the major media, was
suddenly featured by nearly every political publication after a dust-up
with New York Democratic Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, who
seldom spends a day out of the limelight.


“You are out of your freaking mind,” Yoho was allegedly overheard
saying to Ocasio-Cortez as they crossed paths outside the Capitol
this week. Those who heard the exchange said Yoho then used the
words “f***ing bitch” as they continued in opposite directions. He denied
using the vulgar term to Ocasio-Cortez directly.


AOC AND THE B-WORD
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Thanks, but no thanks: Reps. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez refused an apology from
Ted Yoho over the use of some rough language. Image via AP.


The Gainesville Republican attempted to apologize on the House
floor for the “abrupt” conversation with Ocasio-Cortez.


“The offensive name-calling words attributed to me by the press were
never spoken to my colleagues and if they were construed that way, I
apologize for their misunderstanding,” Yoho said. “It is true that we
disagree on policies and visions for America, but that does not mean
we should be disrespectful.”


However, the Congresswoman ceremoniously rejected the apology on
Twitter.


“I will not teach my nieces and young people watching that this an
apology, and what they should learn to accept,” Ocasio-Cortez tweeted.
"Yoho is refusing responsibility."


In another, she said she “gets along fine” with Republicans. That
prompted Yoho’s colleague Gaetz to offer his own description of the
first-term representative.


“I can confirm that AOC gets along w many of her Republican
colleagues on a range of things that don’t have anything to do w
legislation or politics,” he tweeted. “She is not a bitch.”


Going forward, Yoho pledged to “conduct myself from a place of
passion and understanding that policy and political disagreement be
vigorously debated,” He is retiring at the end of the current term.


  


As if COVID-19 is not bad enough, Florida is heading into the more


STORMY WEATHER
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active portion of the hurricane season. Among those publicly urging
Floridians to prepare for the worst is Rep. Michael Waltz.


The St. Augustine Republican has joined with The Weather Channel’s
Jim Cantore on a public service announcement to urge residents to
develop a plan, and practice that plan, before trouble arrives. Cantore is
the face of the network’s hurricane coverage, traveling to the highest
impacted areas of each hurricane.


“Dangerous weather can happen anytime, anywhere,” Waltz says on
the video. “I’m Congressman Michael Waltz, and I’m constantly working
to make sure Florida is prepared for severe weather.”


Cantore focuses on developing family plans with the video that
concludes with both saying “When we prepare together, we can
weather any storm.”


NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center forecasts 13-19 named storms,
including three to six major hurricanes of category three or higher.
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Crist doesn’t want the clock to run out on federal unemployment
benefits.


He released a statement Thursday calling for the Senate to respond
quickly to extend the weekly $600 federal benefits — set to expire at
the end of July — that were included in the Heroes Act passed by the
House of Representatives back in May.


Crist called on the Senate to extend the $600 weekly benefits and
provide nearly $1 trillion in state and local relief to prevent the layoffs of
vital employees like teachers and firefighters.


The St. Petersburg Democrat also advocated for an additional $1,200
stimulus check and to allocate billions of dollars to meet the needs of
testing, tracing, care and vaccine research. He also wants Gov. Ron
DeSantis to extend the statewide moratorium on evictions.


Former Gov. Charlie Crist is calling on current Gov. Ron DeSantis to extend the
moratorium on evictions.


“With millions of Americans without work, small businesses hit the
hardest and families unsure of when and how they’ll earn their next
paycheck, the people are crying out for help,” said Crist.


“Seventy days ago, the People’s House answered that call and passed
The Heroes Act, a $3 trillion package that rises to meet the dual
economic and health crises facing our nation. In those 70 days since
Sen. McConnell called for a ‘pause’ on COVID relief, millions more
Americans have lost their jobs and the virus has hit a tragic and
tragically foreseeable second stride. Americans are begging for relief,
the House has acted. It's time for the Senate to step up.”


TIME RUNNING OUT


  HOMES FOR VETS
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Just one week after the introduction of bipartisan legislation aimed at
enhancing mental health care for veterans, Rep. Gus Bilirakis
announced that legislation he introduced more than a year ago has
passed and is on its way to becoming law.


The Ryan Kules Specially Adaptive Housing Improvement Act
looks to improve and expand the Veteran’s Affairs Adapted Housing
(SAH) Grant program, which provides grants to the nation’s most
severely disabled veterans. Funds from the grant can be used to meet
these veterans’ unique housing needs while also assisting with buying,
building, revising, and remodeling adaptive homes that are barrier-free.


Retired Army Captain Kules, who serves as the Director of Combat
Stress Recovery at the Wounded Warrior Project, was among those
facing challenges of buying a suitable home compatible with their
injuries. To be eligible for this grant, veterans typically have lost at least
two limbs or are reliant on a wheelchair.


Gus Bilirakis helped push a bill named after Wounded Warrior Project emissary
Ryan Kules.


“When I heard of the challenges Ryan faced when he wanted to buy a
new home to accommodate his growing family, because he could not
use the SAH benefit a second time due to program limitations, I knew
something needed to be done,” Bilirakis said in a news release. “Many
of these young and severely wounded warriors are returning home in
their early twenties.”


Specifically, the bill will give prioritization in completing SAH grants to
those with serious or terminal illnesses, increases the number of times
a veteran can use the SAH grant from three to six, and increases the
dollar cap amount on the payments by 15%. In addition, it authorizes
the VA to provide additional SAH funding to veterans whose home no
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longer meets their needs 10 years after they had used the funding for
their first grant.


“As they mature and (veterans’) circumstances change through
marriage, the birth of additional children, etc., they need a benefit that
changes with them so that they can fully enjoy their lives, Bilirakis
continued. “Our bill helps to make that happen. I am proud we were
finally able to push this important bill across the finish line.”


Kules called the vote “a great step toward ensuring wounded veterans
have access to flexible resources to adapt their homes, which helps
meet their changing needs throughout life.” The bill is co-sponsored by
California Democrat Rep. Mike Levin, Chairman of the Economic
Opportunity Subcommittee.


  


Democratic Rep. Kathy Castor hailed this week’s passage of the Great
American Outdoors Act, a bill originally sponsored by the late Rep.
John Lewis, as one of the “most significant investments in
environmental conservation” made by Congress in a generation.


The bill — which passed the Senate in June and the House of
Representatives this week — will fully fund the Land and Water
Conservation Fund and work toward fixing maintenance issues at
national parks.


Castor said that the fund has benefited some of the most special
places in Florida and that protecting wild spaces will take a larger
emphasis in the future due to climate change.


THE GREAT OUTDOORS
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Kathy Castor is continuing a bill introduced by the late John Lewis.


“Floridians understand that our public lands and water are central to our
way of life and our economy,” she said. “We know that the changing
climate poses a threat to everything we hold dear in Florida, and we
also know that LCWF plays a powerful role in mitigating the climate
crisis and restoring critical ecosystems and wildlife populations.


“In Florida, these funds are especially important to conserving and
restoring wetlands that serve as hurricane storm buffers and protecting
habitats that are shrinking as a result of rising temperatures and other
climate impacts.”


Rep. Francis Rooney, a co-sponsor of the bill, hailed it as a giant
success for Florida.


“Southwest Florida is home to some of the most beautiful and treasured
natural landscapes,” said Rooney. “Throughout my time in Congress, I
have worked to make certain that SWFL is given the resources needed
to maintain its environmental quality. The Great American Outdoors Act
is an extended effort to do just that.”


The Nature Conservancy supported passing the Great American
Outdoors Act for the positive effect it could have on the preservation of
the habitat of the Florida Panther, and it lauded Castor on Twitter for
her support in helping to bring the legislation to fruition.


Crist, who also supported the act, noted that the LWCF has invested
more than $1 million to protect Florida landmarks such as the
Everglades, Osceola National Park, Florida Panther National Wildlife
Refuge and many other notable open spaces.


Reps. Soto, Buchanan and Brian Mast all celebrated the passage of
the bill.


  


Rep. Buchanan passed legislation as part of the National Defense
Authorization Act to honor a constituent and help make service
members safer in the future.


Buchanan’s amendment was inspired by Army Spc. Nicholas
Panipinto, who died last November when an M2A3 Bradley Fighting
Vehicle rolled over during a road test.


HONORING FALLEN SOLDIER
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Spc. Nicholas Panipinto pictured with sisters and cousins before his death. Image
via U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan's office.


The amendment will require the Pentagon to examine emergency
medical services at U.S. military bases. If the NDAA is signed into law
by the President, Buchanan’s amendment would require the
Department of Defense to assess emergency response capabilities and
services currently available at every U.S. military base around the
world.


Buchanan cited a report by the Congressional Research Service that
found that 32% of all military deaths between 2006 and 2018 were a
result of training accidents, and only 16% of military deaths occurred in
engagement with an enemy. In 2017 alone, nearly four times as many
service members were killed in training than they were in action.


“The highest tribute that can be paid to the life of SPC Panipinto,” said
Buchanan, “Is that the Defense Department will make sure that future
military personnel who are injured during training exercises can quickly
receive high-quality medical treatment that might help save their lives.”


  


Rep. Deutch wedged a pair of anti-terrorism bills as amendments to the
National Defense Authorization Act that passed the House of
Representatives this week.


TOUGHER ON TERROR
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The first bill, the Robert Levinson Hostage Recovery and Hostage-
Taking Accountability Act, is named after a Deutch constituent who is
believed to have been held captive in Iran.


The former FBI agent disappeared in Iran in 2007 and his passing was
announced by his family earlier this year. The bill named for Levinson
is designed to strengthen United States government recovery efforts of
American hostages abroad.


Ted Deutch's counterterrorism bill is named after missing FBI agent Bob Levinson
of Florida, who died earlier this year.


"Last year we named this bill in Bob's honor as a symbol to him and his
family that Congress had not forgotten about him,” said Rep. Deutch.
“We adopted this amendment in Bob's memory so that other families
who have loved ones held hostage abroad won’t have to work as hard
as the Levinsons did to get their loved one returned to them alive. This
amendment will strengthen our hand to return American hostages home
to their families."


The second bill, Countering Global White Supremacist Terrorism
Act, is designed to strengthen the U.S. government’s counterterrorism
efforts against transnational white supremacy groups.


That legislation calls for the State Department to assess the global
threat and develop a strategy to counter white identity terrorism. It also
requires Country Reports on Terrorism to include credible information
about white identity terrorism and a separate report on sanctions.


"The House of Representatives agreed that targeting transnational
white supremacist groups is a national security priority,” said Deutch.


“We're calling on the administration to develop a whole-of-government
strategy to confront these terror groups just as it does with other
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extremist groups."


  


One of the areas of contention between Republicans in the struggle for
a new coronavirus relief bill (see “Funding more relief” above) is
additional funding for schools. Democrats are seeking $100 billion for
schools, while some Republicans could go along with that if significant
resources are directed toward ensuring schools can open safely next
month.


Florida is among the most focused states in having students in
classrooms. Pointing to health risks, that focus brought about a lawsuit
from the Florida Education Association (FEA) and a hyperbolic
rebuke from a Democratic Congresswoman.


Teachers refuse to be martyrs as school districts consider reopening.


“Florida educators are having to fight for their safety in court because
@GovRonDeSantis is threatening to prematurely open schools,”
tweeted Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell of Miami. “Our teachers are
heroes ... but they shouldn’t be asked to choose between their health
and their jobs. They are educators, not martyrs.”


After proclaiming insufficient funding and infrastructure, FEA President
Fedrick Ingram is calling for a “practical” plan that is “phased in.” The
FEA position looks reasonable when compared to their Los Angeles
counterparts, who demand that before schools can be reopened,
charter schools must be shut down, police defunded, and Medicare-for-
all approved, among other demands.


On the other extreme, Trump earlier pledged to withhold federal
education funds to those states and districts that do not reopen.


TEACHERS, NOT MARTYRS
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As the relief bill takes shape, those wishing schools to immediately
reopen will likely be forced to accept higher funding for education.
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said earlier this week
Republicans will offer around $105 billion for education.


  


Democratic nominee Joe Biden’s ‘caregiving economy’ plan
resonates deeply with Mucarsel-Powell, who emigrated to the United
States at age 14 and said the plan to add 3 million new jobs in
caregiving and early education will greatly aid Latino families.


Mucarsel-Powell has said many times that the COVID-19 pandemic is
disproportionately affecting members of minority communities, and
Latino families have been hit doubly hard because they frequently work
in essential industries and cannot always afford child care.


Joe Biden’s ‘caregiving economy’ plan resonates deeply with Debbie Mucarsel-
Powell.


Caregiving and early education are both professions that are high-risk
and essential to the economy, and Mucarsel-Powell said it makes
sense to incentivize them both for the good of society but also for the
benefits they provide to working families around the country.


“I know that Vice President Joe Biden understands the challenges and
stress of caregiving. Vice President Biden has taken care of aging
parents,” she said. “He’s been a single parent himself. Vice President
Biden knows hard it is to raise a family and to care for a sick family
member. He knows how hard it is for millions of Americans —
especially Latino families — who are just trying to make ends meet. I
don’t think the President we have in the White House, Donald Trump
gets it.”


CAREGIVING ECONOMY
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July 24, 1974 — A watershed moment in the Watergate investigation
arrived as the U.S. Supreme Court unanimously ruled President
Richard Nixon must turn over documents and tape recordings of 64
White House conversations. Nixon said he would comply “in all
aspects,” while his attorney said it would take some time to properly
prepare them for release.


The ruling places the President in a precarious position with leading
Republicans previously urging him to turn over the tapes in order to
avoid impeachment. At the same time, the House Judiciary Committee
was holding their first televised impeachment debate


July 24, 2019 — Before a packed House Judiciary Committee hearing
room, Special Counsel Robert Mueller testified about his recently-
released report that found no evidence Trump colluded with Russia. In
a sometimes-halting presentation, Mueller insisted his investigation was
not a “witch hunt” and reaffirmed his team did not clear the President of
obstruction of justice and also confirmed Russia had interfered in the
2016 election.


Five delegation members of the committee, Democrats Deutch,
Demings and Mucarsel-Powell, along with Republicans Matt and Greg,
questioned Mueller in totally different tones, depending on political
party. After the hearing, Speaker Nancy Pelosi said she will not pursue
impeachment for now.


ON THIS DAY


  


Greetings to Rep. Charlie Crist (July 24).


HAPPY BIRTHDAY
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From: DOH COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE
Subject: COVID-19 Daily Media Clips for 6.18.20 (Evening)
Date: Thursday, June 18, 2020 4:52:30 PM


COVID-19 Evening Media Clips
 
 
 


Television
 


0:46
PlayDirect Link
WESH 2 News at Noon
Time Jun 18, 2020 12:35 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 12:35 PM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WESH (NBC)
Market DMA: 18 Orlando, FL
Language English
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1:46
PlayDirect Link
Eyewitness News at Noon
Time Jun 18, 2020 12:02 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 12:02 PM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WFTV (ABC)
Market DMA: 18 Orlando, FL
Language English
 
 
 


Print
 
Broward County crosses 10K COVID-19 cases as state hits another daily high
Date Collected Jun 18, 2020 12:43 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Author Ryan Nicol
Market Saint etersburg, FL
Language English
 
Broward County has now recorded more than 10,000 cases of the novel coronavirus, joining Miami-
Dade County as the only two counties in the state to hit that mark.
 
Broward’s neighbor to the north, Palm Beach county, isn’t far behind however. As of Thursday’s
report, Palm Beach had 9,854 confirmed cases.
 
That report shows Broward now has 10,111 recorded cases since the beginning of the outbreak. The
news comes as the statewide total hit another daily high Thursday, with more than 3,200 cases
reported statewide.
 



https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#clip/view/1c76c70c-aca5-4020-9e21-c54b54a89bbf?token=d514d641-1abd-4d38-831c-eff061a761b2

https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#clip/view/1c76c70c-aca5-4020-9e21-c54b54a89bbf?token=d514d641-1abd-4d38-831c-eff061a761b2

http://ct.moreover.com/?a=42394904911&p=5fi&v=1&x=qb4kSq7KtIavqtM1pO_ZeA

http://floridapolitics.com/





Miami-Dade County continues to lead the state with 23,854 cases as of Thursday.
 
Broward hits the grim mark just days after the Broward County School District announced schools
plan to reopen in the fall. Officials say they plan to adopt a hybrid attendance model, which would
allow students to be rotated through in-person facilities while remaining students learn remotely.
 
 
On Wednesday, Gov. Ron DeSantis said the state does not plan to roll back its reopening plan
despite the uptick in new cases.
 
DeSantis has repeatedly pointed to the state’s rate of positive cases as the numbers to look at. Raw
positive reports don’t tell the whole story, given the state has increased its testing capacity. Test
more people, and you will find more total positive cases, he said.
 
However, the rate of positive tests has now sat above 10% for the second straight day. From June 2-
8, the state’s overall positivity rate — the portion of tests which come back positive — sat between
2.5% and 4.5%.
 
South Florida has been the epicenter of the outbreak since it began earlier this year. Recent trends
have worried experts in the region. While South Florida leaders have not yet reverted any reopening
measures, officials have paused plans to expand reopening.
 
Palm Beach County recently delayed reopening short-term rentals due to concerns. Miami Beach
Mayor Dan Gelber and Miami Mayor Francis Suarez have also agreed not to move forward with any
additional reopening plans.
 
 
“There are major concerns,” Suarez said. “Now is not the time to let your guard down.”
 
 
 
Rep. Brian Mast supports Gov. DeSantis' decision to keep Florida open despite COVID-19 spike
Date Collected Jun 18, 2020 12:27 PM EDT
Category National
Source FOXNews.com
Author Talia Kla
Market United States
Language English
 
Rep. Brian Mast, R-Fla., told “Fox & Friends” he supports Gov. Ron DeSantis’ decision to keep
Florida’s economy open despite the recent spike in new coronavirus cases.
 
“I do support the governor’s decision knowing everything that he’s doing, having had personal
conversations with him and speak[ing] to him about how he’s looking at the numbers, managing
things and really asking people to be aware of the tools that are out there for them,” Mast said on
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Thursday.
 
He acknowledged that Florida residents should “make wise decisions for themselves based upon
their own personal risk.”
 
During a news conference on Tuesday DeSantis said, “We’re not shutting down, we’re going to go
forward, we’re going to continue to protect the most vulnerable, we’re going to urge, continue to
advise, particularly our elderly population, to maintain social distancing, avoid crowds.”
 
He also said many of those getting sick are young and thus unlikely to suffer serious illness or death.
 
DeSantis said much of the two-week spike in confirmed infections that pushed the daily total past
2,700 on Tuesday can be traced to farmworkers or businesses. A few positive diagnoses led to
widespread testing that uncovered high percentages of asymptomatic or barely symptomatic cases.
 
Mast stressed the importance of people making choices and managing risks for themselves “because
that’s what ultimately has to be done.”
 
“We have to look internal,” Mast said. “We have to say, ‘What are our risks? Does somebody in my
family have cystic fibrosis or something else or something that could hurt the lungs? And do we think
that we might come in contact with somebody? Do we want to put somebody else at risk and
manage that for ourselves?”
 
“That has to be the way we move forward and that’s what governor Desantis is doing well,” he
continued.
 
As of Thursday, more than 85,900 people in Florida have tested positive for COVID-19 and more
than 3,000 people have died, according to the Florida Department of Health.
 
 
 
Florida Coronavirus Cases Surge as Reopening Continues
Date Collected Jun 18, 2020 12:27 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Tampa - Spectrum News
Author PUBLISHED 11:30 AM ET Jun
Market Tampa, FL
Language English
 
The number of new coronavirus cases in Florida skyrocketed by 3,200 on Wednesday, shattering the
previous one-day record.
 
The latest number of 3,207 cases, posted Thursday morning, comes as experts at Johns Hopkins
University say Florida has "all the markings of the next large epicenter of coronavirus transmission,"
CNN reports.
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The state's one-day case record has been broken several times in the past couple of weeks. The
statewide cumulative total is around 86,000 cases. There are more than 3,000 dead.
 
Since Florida started testing, the overall rate of positivity is climbing and now stands at 5.6 percent.
Tuesday's daily rate of positive tests was almost double that at 10.3 percent.
 
Seminole County leaders say they’re seeing the largest number of new cases in college-aged people.
They think the cause could be younger adults going out and not taking precautions.
 
"The sick individuals have all stated that they’ve been around a pub, a bar, an event during the
holiday weekend. Those types of activities," Seminole County Emergency Manager Alan Harris said.
 
In Orlando, seven firefighters have tested positive for the virus, forcing a total of 64 firefighters to
self-quarantine out of exposure concerns.
 
In Jacksonville, 16 friends gathered for a celebration recently – and all 16 contracted the
coronavirus.
 
"It was more 'out of sight, out mind.' We go out, and it's a friend's birthday. It was a mistake,"
COVID-19 patient Dara Sweat said.
 
Despite the sudden spike in case numbers, Gov. Ron DeSantis has said he's not planning to scale
back the state's reopening process. He's ordered more testing at state assisted living facilities and
nursing homes.
 
 
 
Pinellas County inches closer to requiring face masks
Date Collected Jun 18, 2020 12:25 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Tampa Bay Times
Author Mark Puente
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
Alarmed by the skyrocketing coronavirus cases, the Pinellas County Commission on Thursday
directed the county administrator and county attorney to craft an ordinance that would require
people to wear face masks in public.
 
County Administrator Barry Burton and County Attorney Jewel White will work to spell out who will
be required to wear masks — the public at large, for instance, or only employees in a business who
interact with customers. The commission is expected to consider the proposed ordinance on
Tuesday.
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During a two-hour debate about the “alarming rate” of COVID-19 spreading among people between
the ages of 25 and 34, Burton and Sheriff Bob Gualtieri said that some bars, clubs and restaurants
are ignoring capacity orders and packing patrons inside their businesses. Those businesses need to
be targeted for enforcement, the duo said.
 
“They were jammed up on the dance floor like it’s spring break again,” Burton said about a photo
reportedly taken at Ringside Cafe on Saturday in St. Petersburg. “These bar owners have to be
responsible, or we need to take additional action.”
 
When restaurants and some bars opened back up last month, the rules required them to operate
first at 25 percent of their allowed capacity and then at 50 percent, if they sold food. Many larger
clubs and bars, however, have ignored the rules and are holding dance parties and concerts, officials
said.
 
Commission Chair Pat Gerard said the board needed to act on Thursday, adding: “People are not
being responsible. Business owners are not being responsible.”
 
Added Commissioner Janet Long: “As leaders in this community, we have a responsibility to do
something.”
 
On Thursday, Florida again passed a record for the most single-day coronavirus cases, adding 3,207
new infections and bringing the state total to 85,926.
 
About 21 percent of those new cases came out of the Tampa Bay area. Hillsborough and Pinellas
County both had record-high, single-day case numbers, Hillsborough with 337 and Pinellas with 203.
Before the recent drastic increases, Burton said the county was adding about 30 to 50 cases a day.
 
Health professionals, including Dr. Larry Feinman, chief medical officer for 18 HCA hospitals in west
Florida, pushed for a mask requirement.
 
He implored commissioners to require people to wear masks when they are inside public spaces.
People have a three times greater chance of dying from COVID-19 than during open heart surgery,
Feinman said, adding that he is more “terrified” to walk through a Publix grocery store than through
any of the 15 COVID-19 units in the chain’s hospitals.
 
“I’m begging you to mandate masking,” Feinmann said. “It is effective.”
 
Dr. Ulyee Choe, director of the Florida Department of Health in Pinellas County, said recent studies
are “showing the masks are effective” in fighting the virus.
 
“We don’t have a lot of tools in the tool kits, except the masks and social distancing,” Choe said.
“We’re only at the second inning of this.”
 
Commissioner Charlie Justice asked Choe whether contact tracing was still effective since rising
numbers make it harder for public health officials to track people and find others who may have







been infected. “It’s going to be more limited,” Choe replied.
 
The health professionals, Burton and several commissioners fear the the number of positive cases
will increase even more in the coming month because hundreds of people have been protesting and
marching about police brutality locally for more than two weeks.
 
Gualtieri urged the commission to “sharpen” any requirement that would force problem businesses
to comply with a “simple” rule.
 
A “broad ordinance” could be difficult to enforce, like when the state and county tried to define
“essential businesses,” Gualtieri said. He said his phones will “blow up” if any ordinance is not clear.
 
Several commissioners asked Gualtieri if he would enforce a mask order.
 
“I’m not giving somebody a criminal arrest record for not wearing a mask,” Gualtieri said.
 
The sheriff said business owners need to step up and be “gate-keepers” when the establishments fill
up. He said he will not send teams of deputies to reduce crowds inside clubs and bars because he
doesn’t need deputies using force when the crowds get out of hand, adding: “I’m not picking up a
bunch of drunks.”
 
Commissioner Ken Welch compared the debate over masks to a hurricane when some members of
the public refuse to believe a storm is approaching. A countywide requirement would help drive the
positive numbers down, he said. He pushed for a civil fine if people don’t comply with a mask
requirement.
 
“We’ve got a problem here,” Welch said. “If we don’t act with masks, what will we do here? We
have the authority to put the force of law behind a mask requirement.”
 
On Wednesday, St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman announced that businesses must require their
employees to wear masks when they’re in areas open to the public, starting Friday at 5 p.m. Those
include restaurants, bars, gyms, retail shops, entertainment establishments and personal services
businesses such as salons and barber shops.
 
Meanwhile, Justice questioned whether any ordinance should be staggered, first to require only
employees to wear masks, then later to require members of the public to wear masks.
Commissioner Kathleen Peters questioned who would pay for people to acquire masks and whether
the order would be enforced.
 
“We’re going to put this on people who can’t afford them,” Peters said. “I got problems with making
laws that won’t be enforced.”
 
St. Petersburg resident Trevor Burgess told commissioners to act.
 
“If the national and state leadership will not protect us, you must,” Burgess said. “You don’t have







time to take baby steps.”
 
 
 
Florida sees record 3,207 new coronavirus cases, with new highs for Tampa Bay
Date Collected Jun 18, 2020 12:11 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Tampa Bay Times
Author Romy Ellenbogen
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
Meanwhile, Justice questioned whether any ordinance should be staggered, first to require only
employees to wear masks, then later to require members of the public to wear masks.
Commissioner Kathleen Peters questioned who would pay for people to acquire masks and whether
the order would be enforced.
 
“We’re going to put this on people who can’t afford them,” Peters said. “I got problems with making
laws that won’t be enforced.”
 
St. Petersburg resident Trevor Burgess told commissioners to act.
 
“If the national and state leadership will not protect us, you must,” Burgess said. “You don’t have
time to take baby steps.”
 
But some models show Florida in danger of a sustained increase.
 
A spokeswoman for DeSantis tweeted on Wednesday that the median age for those testing positive
during a week in June was 37.
 
Younger people are increasingly testing positive for coronavirus but rarely die from the disease. Of
all the 3,154 deaths in Florida from coronavirus, only 20 are people 34 and younger.
 
The state has tested about 1.5 million people, with about 5.7 percent coming back positive.
 
According to a model from the Children’s Hospital of Pennsylvania and the University of
Pennsylvania, Florida has “all the markings of the next large epicenter of coronavirus transmission,”
CNN reports.
 
Another prominent model, at one point cited by the White House, projects Florida will record more
than 18,500 deaths by October. However, the model’s earlier predictions for Florida didn’t come to
fruition.
 
Tampa Bay counties saw record-high single day cases on Thursday, accounting for about 21 percent
of the state’s daily new cases. It also recorded nine new deaths, with five in Manatee County, two in
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Pinellas County and one in both Hillsborough and Polk counties.
 
Some local leaders have expressed concern about the rising number of cases, with the director of
the state Department of Health in Hillsborough calling it a crossroads for the area.
 
On Wednesday, St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman directed businesses to have their employees
wear masks indoors in an effort to stop the spread of the virus.
 
The new recorded deaths include a 58-year-old Hillsborough woman, a 69-year-old Manatee man, a
60-year-old Manatee man, an 89-year-old Manatee woman, a 56-year-old Manatee man, an 84-
year-old Manatee man, an 81-year-old Pinellas man, an 82-year-old Pinellas woman and a 67-year-
old Polk man.
 
As of the latest counts, Hillsborough has 4,610 cases and 108 deaths; Pinellas has 2,887 cases and
113 deaths; Polk has 1,702 cases and 76 deaths; Manatee has 1,548 cases and 124 deaths; Pasco has
627 cases and 17 deaths; Citrus has 162 cases and 12 deaths; and Hernando has 151 cases and six
deaths.
 
 
 
COVID-19 infections spike to nearly 86,000, with a jump of some 3,200 from the day before
Date Collected Jun 18, 2020 12:09 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Phoenix
Author Diane Rado
Market Tallahassee, FL
Language English
 
A continued and dramatic rise in COVID-19 infections in Florida is raising questions about whether
the state’s plans to loosen restrictions for residents and boost the economy could be backfiring.
 
Big events such as the Republican National Convention and the Junior Olympics are scheduled to
come to town this summer, and the reopening of bars, gyms and other venues has allowed more
people to be exposed to the disease.
 
Meanwhile, the number of infections is rising.
 
As of Thursday, the Florida Department of Health reported 85,926 COVID-19 infections, a dramatic
jump of 3,207 cases compared to Wednesday.
 
On Wednesday, the jump was 2,610 new cases.
 
The death toll rose to 3,061 deaths on Thursday, compared to 3,018 on Wednesday.
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis has been discussing the rise in infections and deaths, arguing that the subsequent
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increase in positive test results is the natural outcome of increased testing.
 
He also has argued that the virus is most dangerous to older people and those with underlying
health problems.
 
 
 
CORONAVIRUS: ICU Bed Count Holding Steady In South Palm Beach County
Date Collected Jun 18, 2020 1:06 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Boca News Now
Market Boca Raton, FL
Language English
 
Our afternoon report on ICU bed availability in South Palm Beach County appears to be quite similar
in count to our report Wednesday night.
 
These numbers are based on real-time data provided by the Florida Community Coronavirus
Dashboard. It was created by Rebekah Jones, the chief data scientist for Florida who was fired. Gov.
Ron DeSantis said she refused to follow orders. Jones said she was told to suppress data. No local
hospital administrator has disputed the accuracy of her data.
 
As of 1 p.m. on Thursday:
 
Boca Raton Regional Hospital reports 7 available adult ICU beds with 0 pediatric beds and 7 isolation
beds. (11 adult ICU beds and 8 isolation beds were available on Tuesday).
 
Bethesda East is reporting 14 available Adult ICU beds, 2 pediatric ICU beds and 13 isolation beds.
(18 adult ICU beds were available Tuesday).
 
Bethesda West is reporting 0 Adult ICU beds, 0 pediatric ICU beds and 6 isolation beds. This is
identical to Wednesday evening.
 
Delray Medical Center is reporting 13 available adult ICU beds, 0 pediatric beds and 0 isolation beds.
This is identical to Wednesday evening.
 
West Boca Raton Medical Center is reporting 4 adult ICU beds, 3 pediatric ICU beds and 9 isolation
beds. This is identical to Wednesday evening. As of 10:30 p.m. Wednesday, Bethesda Hospital West
reports 0 available Adult ICU beds, 0 pediatric ICU beds and 6 isolation beds.
 
 
 
Walk up testing for Coronavirus at Roberto Clemente Park
Date Collected Jun 18, 2020 2:55 PM EDT
Category Local
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Source Fox 4 Now
Author WFTX Digital Team
Market Cape Coral, FL
Language English
 
There will be free walk-up COVID-19 testing at Roberto Clemente Park, located at 3265 Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Blvd, Fort Myers.
 
The testing is provided by The Florida Department of Health in Lee County (DOH-Lee), in partnership
with Lee County Public Safety and the City of Fort Myers.
 
Walk-up testing is scheduled, beginning at 9 a.m. Friday, June 19, and will continue weather-
permitting while supplies last.
 
Testing is available for anyone 18 years of age or older. No appointment is necessary.
 
Children will be referred for testing to the Florida Department of Health in Lee County.
 
For any other questions related to COVID-19 in Florida, please contact the Department’s dedicated
COVID-19 Call Center by calling 1-866-779-6121.
 
The Call Center is available 24 hours per day.
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From: Arnister, Carolyn
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: RE: Keep Your Head Up!
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 3:21:45 PM
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Ok, yes. You’re welcome
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 3:21 PM
To: Arnister, Carolyn <Carolyn.Arnister@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Re: Keep Your Head Up!
 
Hi Carolyn!  You're welcome.  I appreciate your encouraging words.


From: Arnister, Carolyn <Carolyn.Arnister@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 3:20 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: Keep Your Head Up!
 
I think that this is a very thoughtful, neutral and caring message. Appreciate everything that you do,
Dr. Rolle.
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From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:38 PM
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users <_CHD16all@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Keep Your Head Up!
 


Good afternoon Team Duval!


 


We are now into Week 25 of our County Health Department COVID-19 response.  A
lot has happened since I last wrote you.  We have had several team members retire
or simply decide to pursue other opportunities.  We have celebrated births, marriages,
graduations and various life events all while attempting to serve the community.  As
we were busy doing the work of public health, the world began to spiral out of control.
The COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to slowly increase, and we watched in
disbelief as the world took to the streets in response to the recent events in the United
States.  During this time, we also learned that Jacksonville would host the Republican
National Convention.  So much has happened indeed.


Please know that our work is valuable and must continue.  Now more than ever, we
need to ride the wave and build a better boat.  Or to put it a different way…in the
words of Tupac Shakur, “Keep Your Head Up!”  I know that some of you are tired and
you’re wondering when will it end?  While others are thinking, “This is what we live
for!”, “This is what we do!”.  I say to you “Keep Your Head Up!”  Public health is on
display.  Although you may not be activated to work the COVID-19 response at this
time, you are still a public health ambassador.  Your words mean something.  Every
social media post and every conversation is an opportunity to use your super power
to do good and educate those you’re connected with.


While we all have differing opinions regarding the pandemic, race and racial issues,
politics, religion, etcetera let us not allow that to hinder us from working together to
tackle the work at hand.  As a public servant, the operative word is servant.  Let us
not forget that.  We have a responsibility to protect, promote and improve the health
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of all people.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you while riding the wave and
building a better boat.  Keep your head up Team Duval!!


 


Be well,








From: DOH COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE
Subject: COVID-19 Media Clips --- Morning Edition, Wednesday, June 17
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 10:59:18 AM


COVID-19 Media Clips
Morning Edition


Wednesday, June 17, 2020
 
STATE HIGHLIGHTS


Governor Ron DeSantis - COVID-19 Press Conference – June 16, 20220
 


DeSantis: Surging COVID-19 case count fueled by testing ‘high-risk’ Floridians – 6:59 PM
EDT © KPVI
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said Tuesday that surging numbers of COVID-19 cases being
reported statewide are a function of increased testing in "high-risk environments," such
as in prisons, industrial worksites and among agricultural workers. Read More


 
Gov. Ron DeSantis Advises Those Returning to Work to Get Tested – 6:22 PM EDT © One
News Page


 
PRINT NEWS ACROSS THE STATE


16 Friends Test Positive For Coronavirus After Night Out At Florida Bar – 8:23 AM PM EDT
© CBS Miami
Florida coronavirus briefing – 8:18 AM EDT © Orlando Sentinel
Gov. DeSantis insists 'we're not shutting down' – 8:19 AM PM EDT © Sun-Sentinel (Fort
Lauderdale)
'We're not rolling back' Governor says state will not shut down despite case jump – 8:19
AM PM EDT © Sun-Sentinel (Fort Lauderdale)
Cases rising near UCFYoung people returning to bars, tend to be 'a less cautious group' –
8:18 AM PM EDT © Orlando Sentinel
Restaurant News: Above the Bar Hospitality Group in Sarasota on reopening, responding
to pandemic – 8:11 AM PM EDT © Southwest Florida Herald Tribune
Seminole County health officials to provide update regarding COVID-19 – 7:56 AM PM
EDT © News Channel 2000
We’re not rolling back. – 7:56 AM PM EDT © Florida Trend
DeSantis: Florida is ‘not rolling back’ reopening plans despite increase in cases – 7:56 AM
PM EDT © Business Journal of Tampa Bay
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How many people have recovered from coronavirus in Florida? It’s complicated – 6:23 AM
PM EDT © Orlando Sentinel
Tattoo parlors open as part of Phase Three – 8:45 PM EDT © One News Page
Florida Gov. DeSantis: Get ready for a lot of red pen in this year's state budget – 8:01 PM
EDT © Tallahassee Democrat
325 cases of COVID-19 reported in Marion County as state tops 80,000  – 7:58 PM EDT ©
Ocala news
COVID-19 hits The Villages and Summerfield again as state tops 80,000 cases – 7:51 PM
EDT © Village-News.com
Bay County’s coronavirus cases increase to 157 – 7:49 PM EDT © MyPanHandle.com
Florida governor links increase in COVID-19 cases to testing – 7:43 PM EDT © TBNWeekly
Gov. Ron DeSantis says he won't require Floridians to wear masks under law – 6:57 PM
EDT © WTXL-TV
Broward County bar owners hold rally in Fort Lauderdale to reopen businesses – 6:55 PM
EDT © WSVN 7News
Palm Beach County Holds Off on Reopening Vacation Rentals – 6:48 PM EDT © The Boca
Raton Tribune
Cases climb in Florida as governor pledges to 'go forward'; Trump offers rosy predictions –
7:50 AM PM EDT © STLToday.com
City of Tampa Cancels 2020 Boom By The Bay due to Increasing COVID-19 Cases – 7:34
AMEDT © City of Tampa
Jacksonville epidemiologist: Florida is still in the first wave of COVID-19 – 6:43 PM AMEDT
© First Coast News
Ron DeSantis, on climbing coronavirus case numbers: ‘We’re not rolling back’ – 6:27 PM
EDT © Miami-Herald
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis Talks About Spike In COVID-19 Cases – 6:13 PM EDT ©
Florida Politics
Orlando area COVID-19 caseload continues rapid rise – 5:58 PM EDT © Florida Politics
After DeSantis' Announcement, School Districts Start Planning For August Reopening –
5:53 PM EDT © WUSF Public Media
Lee County sees rise in percentage positive for COVID-19, raises reopening questions –
5:48 PM EDT © WINK TV
Coronavirus: With COVID-19 cases on the rise, are St. Johns County businesses safe in
reopening? – 5:48 PMEDT © St. Augustine Herald
Florida doctors urge Gov. DeSantis to require face masks as coronavirus cases rise – 5:07
PM EDT © News Channel 8
CORONAVIRUS: Palm Beach County May Mandate Masks – 5:06 PM EDT © Boca News
Now
Sarasota Schools to survey parents on reopening – 5:03 PM EDT © Southwest Florida
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Herald Tribune
Jacksonville Mayor says Republican National Convention will be an economic driver – 5:01
PM PM EDT © Fox 35 Orlando
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Epstein, Samantha
Cc: Nichols, Antonio C
Subject: Re: Approval Needed: RNC Call Sheet Drafts
Date: Saturday, June 13, 2020 11:55:45 AM
Attachments: image001.png


RNC Call Sheet 3 WJXT Joe 6.12.20 (Rolle, Pauline J).docx


Minor edit.


From: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2020 3:31 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Nichols, Antonio C <Antonio.Nichols@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Approval Needed: RNC Call Sheet Drafts
 
Dr, Rolle-
 
Here are the attached call sheets for the RNC-related media inquiries that I have received so far.
Please note: call sheet 4 (the morning show) does not have questions. I asked Melanie for them, and
she has not responded to me
Just yet. Please let me know of any changes you would like before I send to ESF-14.
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COVID-19 and the Republican National Convention 


Request Date:		           June 12, 2020


Request Time:			10:32 a.m.


Interview Date:			n/a


Interview Time:			n/a


Media Outlet:           		WJXT - Channel 4


Reporter:				Joe McLean <jmclean@wjxt.com>


Reporter


Contact:				jmclean@wjxt.com





DOH-Duval PIO:			Samantha Epstein




















We are working on a news story for tonight at 5 p.m. that will help the public understand the COVID-19 statistics they're seeing online and from the health department. 


We're taking a look at the variables in testing rates, confirmed cases and confirmed new positive cases. 


Is anyone from the office available for a brief interview (in-person or via Zoom) to talk about how our viewers should look at the numbers and let them know how they can most accurately glean information on the pandemic's effect/strength? 


I am the WJXT reporter covering the health (and COVID-19) aspect of RNC planning today. 


I heard local GOP chairman Dean Black say that the venues are going to be sanitized and that temperatures will be taken during the events in August. Can you elaborate/expound on that and any other health/safety measures planned as of now? 


That is indeed what is recommended based on current CDC guidance.  Health measures will depend significantly on what the COVID-19 data will reveal during the upcoming months. COVID-19 safety protocols can change daily, and standards could be different by August. The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will support the city of Jacksonville in its efforts to keep people safe and healthy by following CDC guidelines.
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 7.16.20 — Burnin’ today: Trump, Parscale,


DeSantis, Thurston, Gibson, Patronis
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2020 4:01:11 AM


Breaking overnight — “Donald Trump demotes Brad Parscale, his
campaign manager” via Maggie Haberman of The New York Times —
Trump is shaking up his reelection team with less than four months
until November’s vote, replacing his campaign manager, Parscale, in
an acknowledgment of the president’s diminished standing in nearly all
public and private polling since the spring. Parscale, who was named
campaign manager in February 2018, will step out of the job and Bill
Stepien, currently the deputy campaign manager and a veteran political
operative, will take over. Parscale will stay on with the campaign,
becoming a senior adviser for data and digital operations. The move
comes as Trump’s advantages have eroded in the face of a pandemic
that has killed over 137,000 Americans and battered the nation’s
economy — once Trump’s most powerful argument for reelection.
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Brad Parscale goes under the bus. Image via AP.


___


Gov. Ron DeSantis is no stranger to criticizing local and national
media coverage of his pandemic response. But Senate Democrats said
reporters haven't done enough to hold the Governor accountable during
his press conferences.


When a Miami Herald reporter noted during Senate Democrats'
Wednesday news conference that the Governor has largely ignored
previous requests by the minority party, Sen. Perry Thurston flipped
the question on its head in defense of his caucus' efforts.
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Sen. Perry Thurston flipped the script on the media treatment of Ron DeSantis.
Image via Phil Sears.


"I noticed that during the Governor's press conferences, you all in the
media ask questions of the Governor as well, and sometimes, I'm
wondering are the questions going to be more direct from you all as
well," the Fort Lauderdale Senator said.


Thurston also noted a heckler who interrupted DeSantis by shouting,
"Shame on you!" at the start of his conference in Miami Monday. That
heckler "provided more interaction and incitement in challenging" the
Governor, he said.


"When I hear the press conferences, I'm listening, and all I see is the
same-old-same-old, him giving excuses, you all asking a question, and
him deflecting as if there's absolutely nothing wrong," Thurston added.


Florida Democrats have made a growing list of requests to DeSantis
about COVID-19, most of which have gone unanswered. Among other
demands, Democrats have called for a Special Session on the virus, a
mask mandate, data transparency, and a meeting regarding the
virus's resurgence.


Meanwhile, the Governor implemented a month-long safer-at-home
order, partly meeting a Democratic request, before revealing reopening
plans Democrats say moved too quickly. He has also repeatedly
extended the moratorium on evictions and foreclosures. However, he
gave no credit to Democrats for neither of those orders.


Nevertheless, Democrats have sent repeated letters to administration
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officials and plan to make their own press conferences responding to
the Governor's briefings a regular occurrence.


"If we're in Tallahassee, we're holding our mics up, we're standing up,
we're saying that this is ridiculous, and this is beyond the pale,"
Thurston said. "We are past being upset about this."


When the Facebook Live stream closed and Senators believed they
had the Zoom room to themselves, they began sharing their private
thoughts. But reporters who had connected through Zoom were still
connected to the meeting.


Sens. Janet Cruz and Lori Berman agreed the press conference went
well.


"We should show up and heckle. That's how we should get our
message across," Braynon quipped. "We should all show up at his
press conferences with press credentials and heckle him."


During the conference, Cruz had taken an animated and personal
approach by invoking her 87-year-old mother and deeming "herd
immunity" as a strategy for "impala on the African plains." But after the
press conference, she started to take aim at the question by the Miami
Herald reporter.


"Samantha (Gross)' question kind of pissed me off a little bit because
she was basically saying, 'Don’t waste your time,' " Cruz began before a
Senate aide cut her off. The aide then began removing unwanted
participants from the Zoom call.


"It's ok, it doesn't matter. It's the way I feel. I don't care. Write about it,"
she joked.


  


—@GovMikeDeWine: I am asking you, wherever you live, to wear a
mask when in public. Some may question the wisdom of masks, but as
we said when I was a prosecutor: “The jury is back. The verdict is in.”
There is broad consensus in medical, health, & business communities
that masks are critical.


—@Scaramucci: According to my calculations @KanyeWest’s
presidential aspirations lasted one full Scaramucci


—@Nix_Tie: In an interview with @marthamaccallum, @marcorubio
says he’s attending the Jax convention. “I plan to attend. Obviously
we’ll wait and see why circumstances look like at that point. They’re
going to test everyone moving in and out of the hall every day.”


Situational awareness
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Tweet, tweet:


—@MDixon55: .@GovRonDeSantis tossing Education Commissioner
@richardcorcoran under the bus is an interesting move. Corcoran, a
former House speaker, can do damage from inside. Has lots of
experience using bureaucracy for political gain ... and pain Things can
happen quick


Tweet, tweet:
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—@JaredEMoskowitz: WTF is going on at @floridastate We now
muzzle elected Jews from freedom of speech. Imagine if a chairman
denied the senate president the ability to speak on a bill in committee.
Where is the media? Where is the outrage? Also, please wear a
MASK!!!


  


MLB starts — 7; WNBA starts — 9; PLL starts — 9; TED conference
rescheduled — 10; Florida Bar exams begin in Tampa — 12; NBA
season restart in Orlando — 15; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet”
premieres (rescheduled) — 15; NHL resumes — 16; Florida primaries
for 2020 state legislative/congressional races — 33; Democratic
National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 34; "Mulan” premieres
(rescheduled) — 36; Indy 500 rescheduled — 38; Republican National
Convention begins in Charlotte — 39; NBA draft lottery — 40; Rev. Al
Sharpton’s D.C. March — 43; U.S. Open begins — 46; “A Quiet Place
Part II” premieres — 50; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby —
51; Rescheduled date for French Open — 66; First presidential debate


Days until
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in Indiana — 75; "Wonder Woman" premieres — 78; Preakness Stakes
rescheduled — 79; First vice presidential debate at the University of
Utah — 82; NBA season ends (last possible date) — 88; Second
presidential debate scheduled at Miami — 91; NBA draft — 92; Wes
Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 92; NBA free agency
— 95; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 98; 2020 General
Election — 110; “Black Widow” premieres — 115; NBA 2020-21 training
camp — 119; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 127; “No Time to
Die” premieres — 127; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 138; “Top Gun:
Maverick” premieres — 160; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 206; New
start date for 2021 Olympics — 372; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 380;
“Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres — 477; “Thor: Love
and Thunder” premieres — 575; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness” premieres — 617; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 659;
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 813.


  


“Florida breaks 300K mark for coronavirus; another 112 die” via


Corona Florida
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Terry Spencer and Bobby Caina Calvan of The Associated Press —
Florida passed the 300,000 mark of confirmed coronavirus cases and
reported more than 100 daily deaths for the third time in a week,
prompting state Democratic leaders to accuse DeSantis of not acting
aggressively enough to stem the virus. “There is failed leadership in the
Governor’s office,” State Senate Minority Leader Audrey Gibson said
during an online news conference shortly after health officials reported
10,181 new confirmed cases. The new report brings the total number of
confirmed cases to 301,810 since the outbreak began in the state on
March 1. The state recorded 112 deaths Wednesday, the third time in
the past seven days it has reported more than 100, a mark that had
only been topped once before last week. The state has now recorded
4,626 COVID-19 deaths.


Sen. Audrey Gibson blasts the failures in the Governor's Office.


Workers behind infection spike at Florida nursing homes —
Nursing home and assisted living facilities have been reporting more
coronavirus infections over the past month despite DeSantis’ order
barring visitors still being in effect. Rather than loved ones, its
employees who are bringing the coronavirus into the building. As
reported by Arek Sarkissian of POLITICO Florida, Agency for Health
Care Administration Secretary Mary Mayhew is pinning the blame on
asymptomatic health workers who are spreading the virus to residents
unknowingly. State data shows an average of 2,606 nursing home
residents a day tested positive last week, up 74% from a month ago.
Over the same stretch, the infection rate among workers has nearly
doubled.


“Ron DeSantis blames coronavirus testing errors on
misunderstanding” via Richard Tribou and Gray Rohrer of the Orlando
Sentinel — DeSantis said the errors in coronavirus results reported by
private labs were the result of a misunderstanding of how those
numbers should be reported. Labs usually report only the positive
results on tests of other diseases but have been ordered by DeSantis’
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administration to report all results for tests of COVID-19. DeSantis
added that he doesn’t fault Florida Surgeon General Scott Rivkees, the
head of the Department of Health since it’s the responsibility of private
labs to submit the data to the state. In Miami, Jacksonville and
Orlando’s Orange County Convention Center starting this Friday,
testing sites will include dedicated lanes for those showing symptoms,
DeSantis said, with a goal of getting results within 72 hours.


“Florida’s hidden data skews COVID-19 test results” via Mario Ariza
and Angie Dimichele of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Florida might
be minimizing the depth of its COVID-19 problem by underreporting its
rate of positive tests, experts say. The method used to calculate the
“positivity rate” puts more emphasis on negative tests, skewing the
results in that direction. A person who tests positive is counted only
once, but negative tests can be counted repeatedly if the same person
got more than one test. In addition, just as the pandemic raced out of
control this month, the state changed the formula. It now mixes two
different types of tests, including one that produces more false-negative
results. The upshot of both factors is that the rate of positive tests, as
quoted by the state, could make the situation look significantly better
than it is, experts say.


“State and labs, including some in Northeast Florida, question
accuracy of COVID-19 data” via Clayton Freeman of The Florida
Times-Union — Florida Department of Health officials said that some
laboratories have not complied with procedures for reporting negative
COVID-19 tests, while some labs pointed to state errors for potentially
distorting a key metric in management of the coronavirus pandemic.
The statistical issues, which include the omission of negative tests from
several labs as well as apparent errors in classification, further
complicate the task of assessing the scale, scope and relative risks
associated with the pandemic. Flagler Hospital officials told the Times-
Union Wednesday that its COVID-19 testing data as displayed by the
health department does not look complete. Though Florida’s totals for
positive tests, hospitalizations, and deaths remain unaffected, the
omission of negative tests potentially inflates the state’s positivity rate.


“Officials claim otherwise, but Governor says Florida’s COVID-19
message is consistent” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — Local
officials this week have asked for consistent COVID-19 messaging from
DeSantis‘ administration, but the Governor on Wednesday responded
saying he has stayed consistent. During a roundtable, Miami-Dade
County Mayors called for unity and leadership on the state’s pandemic
messaging. And Wednesday morning, education leaders broke with
DeSantis and Education Commissioner Corcoran on the Department of
Education’s emergency order telling schools to reopen next month.
“The message with Miami-Dade is consistent,” the Governor said. “I’m
supporting the County Mayor and what he’s doing. I’m supporting those
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municipal Mayors. I may not agree with them on everything politically,
but this isn’t really about politics or it’s not about the typical tit for tat.”


Ron DeSantis argues that Florida’s response to COVID-19 has been consistent.


“Senate Democrats want businesses rolled back to 25% capacity”
via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — Senate Democrats announced
a plan Wednesday asking the Governor to limit businesses across the
state to 25% capacity. During Phase Two of Florida’s reopening
process, DeSantis allowed restaurants, bars, retail and other
businesses to open up to 50% capacity before state business
regulators reversed the order for bars. Under Phase One, restaurants
and retail were allowed to operate up to 25% capacity. But with the
rising number of daily COVID-19 diagnoses, Senate Democratic Leader
Audrey Gibson and members of her caucus criticized the state for
opening too early and forcing counties to take the lead on certain
orders. That created what the Leader called a “disjointed way of getting
us to safety.” “His hands-off approach is not working,” she said. “He’s
losing the war against the pandemic, and that means the people of the
state of Florida are losing the war against the pandemic.”


  


“Voters reject Donald Trump insistence that schools reopen” via
Nicole Gaudiano of POLITICO — A majority of voters oppose the
Trump administration's demand that K-12 schools and day care centers
be fully opened for in-person instruction during the coming academic
year, according to a POLITICO/Morning Consult poll. In addition, a
decisive 65% of voters rejected Trump's threat to cut federal funding for
schools that don't reopen, agreeing instead that schools need


Back to school?
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resources for continued virtual learning or other types of instruction.
Only 22% said schools should have their federal money reduced if they
don’t fully reopen.


Donald Trump’s suggestion that schools open in the fall went over like a lead
balloon. Image via AP.


“DeSantis cameos at education board meeting; reopening order
draws dissent” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — DeSantis
made a surprise appearance at a state Board of Education meeting
Wednesday, taking the opportunity to assuage concerns about
reopening schools. The Department of Education has taken heat for
ordering classrooms open next month, including from within the Board.
The emergency order is creating confusion about whether schools can
choose to stay closed, but school districts may close if their plan is
approved by local health departments. The Governor emphasized the
need for classrooms to take in students for the benefit of their education
and their parents’ livelihood. “We’re in the midst of a coronavirus
pandemic, but we’re also in a situation where we need to provide as
many options to parents as possible in terms of the education of their
kids,” DeSantis said.


“Education commissioner defends order to reopen Florida
schools” via The Florida Times-Union — More than a week after
Education CommissionerCorcoran ordered schools to reopen in
August, members of the Florida Board of Education on Wednesday said
his order has sparked confusion, fear and angst. Corcoran deflected
blame to the media and said his order was designed to offer parents
and school districts “complete flexibility.” But the order said all school
districts must reopen brick-and-mortar schools at least five days a week
starting in August, unless local and state health officials direct
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otherwise. Board member Michael Olenick offered the sharpest
criticism Wednesday, saying there appeared to be a “disconnect”
between what Corcoran was saying and what the order stated and
called on him to rescind the requirement brick-and-mortar schools to
reopen next month.


“Republican lawmaker says Aug. 10 school start date would be
‘potentially catastrophic’” via Danielle J. Brown of Florida Phoenix —
A Republican state House member from Central Florida is urging
school board members to back off sending kids to brick-and-mortar
classrooms in August. “I strongly encourage you to postpone bringing
the majority of our students back for face-to-face instruction in August,”
State Rep. Rene Plasencia wrote in a letter earlier this week. “An Aug.
10 start date for students, with an expected teacher return of July 31st,
is potentially catastrophic.” Plasencia, who also goes by “Coach P,”
addressed the letter to “Dear School Board Members,” though it wasn’t
entirely clear which school boards were being referenced. Plasencia
represents part of Orange and Brevard counties in the state Legislature.
The July 13 letter was posted on a Facebook page by a group called
Parents Across America – Florida.


Rene 'Coach P' Plasencia strongly recommends to hold off on opening schools.


“Alberto Carvalho on coronavirus in Miami-Dade: ‘We are not
ready to reopen schools’” via Hatzel Vela and Andrea Torres of
Local10.com — Carvalho said that as long coronavirus cases continue
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to increase at the current rate schools will not be safe to reopen.
Carvalho met with Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos Giménez and
epidemiologists who believe that the ideal environment to reopen
schools would require that less than 10% of the people who get tested
in Miami-Dade County are diagnosed with COVID-19. The daily
positivity rate in Miami-Dade was about 20% on July 5th and about 16%
on Tuesday. “It is actually counterintuitive and dangerous,” Carvalho
said. The positivity rate for children in Miami-Dade County has been
high. According to the Florida Department of Health, about 40% of
minors who have been tested in Miami-Dade for the coronavirus have
tested positive.


“Hillsborough Superintendent to recommend delaying school start
date” via Jason Lanning and Dania Dangerfield of Bay News 9 — The
first in-person meeting of the Florida Board of Education since February
happened Wednesday at Strawberry Crest High School. Hillsborough
Schools Superintendent Addison Davis and DeSantis were among
those in attendance, along with protesters pushing for the school return
to be delayed amid the coronavirus pandemic. Local teachers took part
in protests, calling for the opening of schools to be delayed in August.
They are asking for 14 consecutive days of no positive COVID-19 tests
in Hillsborough County before brick and mortar schools reopen. Davis
sent out a statement Wednesday afternoon, saying he would
recommend to the school board that they delay the start of the 2020-
2021 school year by two weeks, beginning August 24.


“Many Leon County Schools teachers terrified to return to
classrooms in August” via CD Davidson-Hiers of the Tallahassee
Democrat — Afraid for their lives and their families, many Leon County
Schools teachers are terrified to return to classrooms in August. School
Board Attorney Opal McKinney-Williams estimated that less than 10
of the 137 comments submitted to the School Board for Tuesday night's
meeting were in favor of students returning in-person in August. A
couple she said did not have firm opinions but raised concerns. The
remainder, about 120 commenters, urged the board to delay the August
start date or move completely to online instruction, she said.


“Palm Beach County’s health director called for online schooling.
But she wouldn’t put it in writing” via Andrew Marra of The Palm
Beach Post — Palm Beach County’s health director was adamant. The
worsening spike of new COVID-19 cases made it too dangerous for
public schools to reopen, Dr. Alina Alonso insisted July 6 during a
meeting of the school district’s health advisory committee. Guided by
her advice, committee members reached an informal consensus that
campuses should stay closed, attendees say. Two days later, the
school board agreed. But when school district officials asked Alonso
last week for a letter outlining her concerns, the veteran health director
declined, three public officials familiar with the matter told The Palm
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Beach Post. The reason given: State health officials do not want to
provide school leaders with official advice about reopening campuses,
the officials said.


  


“What exactly does Phase 2 mean? Experts say it is not coming
soon in South Florida” via April Rubin of the Miami Herald — All
counties in Florida except Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach went
into Phase 2 on June 5. Since then, the state has become the COVID
epicenter of the world. While most establishments have reopened to
some extent in South Florida, Miami-Dade schools won’t reopen unless
the county is in Phase 2. And some local experts say the county will not
reach this designation anytime soon either. Palm Beach County School
Board members have already said students will likely begin their school
year online next month. Distance learning is also expected to continue
in Broward.


“CARES Act funding is used to get homeless off the street — but


Corona local
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time running out for some” via Christina Saint Louis of the Miami
Herald — Homeless people are seen as particularly vulnerable to the
virus and so Fort Lauderdale sought to relocate some of them to a hotel
using vouchers as payment. The city recalled the eviction notice later
Sunday night after activists scheduled a news conference the next day
to protest, but the vouchers will run out this week, promised assistance
has not materialized. Both the city and Broward County are struggling
to find permanent refuge for their homeless population. In Miami-Dade
County, Ron Book, chairman of the board at Homeless Trust, began a
similar program, placing homeless people in hotels to protect them from
the coronavirus and storms. “Our goal is to end homelessness,” he
said.


Advocate Ron Book seeks to end homelessness.


“‘They don’t know what they’re doing.’ Miami’s public hospital
misses out in CARES Act” via Daniel Chang and Ben Conarck of the
Miami Herald — South Florida’s safety net hospital administrators have
tried everything to make room for more beds and increase the
availability of nurses and other staff as their medical facilities swell with
COVID-19 patients. They have canceled profitable elective surgeries,
transformed auditoriums and classrooms into patient wards, and
pitched tents outside emergency rooms to triage patients. Jackson
Health CEO Carlos Migoya noted that the Jackson hospital system
has lost $78 million this year. He said Jackson Health has received $75
million in CARES Act money so far, helping to offset the loss. But that
money has run out, and Jackson Health missed out on the most recent
round of CARES Act funds intended to shore up safety-net hospitals
because of what experts called an error in the way HHS calculated
financial eligibility.


“Top local doctor is seeing young people with symptoms” via John
Pacenti of The Palm Beach Post — Florida once again is the national
spotlight for all the wrong reasons as it burns up the record books on
daily cases of the highly contagious coronavirus strain. DeSantis has
waved away concerns, saying these new cases are mainly among
young adults and they don’t even have symptoms. A top infectious
disease specialist in Palm Beach County says the Republican is only
half right. Yes, younger people are getting COVID-19, but they are not
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asymptomatic. They don’t need ventilators and often get over their
illness in a few days, said Dr. Larry Bush of Wellington Regional
Medical Center. “The young people who are getting tested are the ones
with symptoms, the majority of whom are not getting very ill,” Bush said.


“Mask foes shrug off national TV ‘bullies’ poking fun at
‘Crazytown’ Palm Beach County” via Joe Capozzi of The Palm Beach
Post — Cristina Gomez said she isn’t embarrassed about being
mocked on national television by Jimmy Fallon, Whoopi Goldberg,
Stephen Colbert and other pundits for her acerbic, finger-waving, anti-
mask rant last month at the Palm Beach County Commission meeting
heard ’round the world. In a two-minute stream of consciousness, she
threatens the county’s health director with a citizen’s arrest “for crimes
against humanity,” tells commissioners they belong “in a psych ward”
and rails about the devil, Bill Gates, Hillary Clinton, pedophiles, 5G
cameras and “the deep state.” A Twitter parody mixed memorable
soundbites with footage of exasperated reactions from characters in the
hit NBC show “Parks and Rec.” Media outlets from as far away as
England and Dubai carried stories about Florida residents linking a
“devil’s mask law to the deep state.”


  


“Hillsborough commissioners look to take COVID-19 rulemaking
away from county emergency group” via Brendan Ward of the
Tampa Bay Times — During its weekly meeting, the Hillsborough Board
of County Commissioners voted unanimously to draft an order that
would take the power to address COVID-19 away from the county’s
Emergency Policy Group. The proposal, brought by County
Commissioner Les Miller, will be discussed during the BOCC’s meeting
on July 21 and voted on after an Aug. 5 public hearing. If approved, the
order would remove the EPG’s power to pass orders related to COVID-
19. The group would still keep the power to address weather
emergencies, like hurricanes. If the order passes, all orders passed by
the EPG, such as the countywide mask mandate and state of local
emergency, would be ratified and go under the power of the BOCC
immediately.


More local
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Hillsborough Commissioner Les Miller wants to take power from the county
emergency regarding COVID-19 rules.


“Tampa to restaurants acting like bars: Knock it off or face fines
and closure” via Charlie Frago of the Tampa Bay Times — Businesses
with alcohol licenses were put on notice Wednesday by Mayor Jane
Castor’s administration: enforce orders for masks and social distancing
or face fines and possible suspension of their licenses. City Attorney
Gina Grimes sent a letter to about 100 businesses and various
business groups, saying Tampa police and code enforcement officials
would be conducting site inspections to ensure compliance with the
mandatory mask and social distancing requirements laid out in state
and local orders. If violations are found, business owners or operators
would face second-degree misdemeanors, carrying a fine up to $500
and up to 60 days in jail. The city will forward its findings to the
Department of Business and Professional Regulation for possible
suspension of alcohol licenses.


“Bradenton latest city to adopt COVID-19 mask ordinance” via
Emily Wunderlich of The Sarasota Herald-Tribune — The city of
Bradenton on Wednesday became one of the latest to enact a mask
ordinance. It requires businesses to post signage encouraging masks,
but does not require business owners to mandate or enforce them. The
emergency ordinance, which passed unanimously at a special meeting,
goes into effect on Friday, July 17, and lasts 60 days unless repealed or
extended. Businesses that do not comply could be subject to a $75 fine
after a warning. But the city’s communications coordinator, Jeannie
Roberts, says that enforcement is not the intent of the ordinance. “This
is not about fining people for not doing it,” Roberts said. “We’re
requiring our businesses to help people stop and consider how
important it is to wear a mask.” Under the ordinance, businesses are
required to post visible signage that “advises persons entering that face
coverings are required or requested to be worn within the business
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establishment.”


“'Extreme and draconian': Harry's in Carrabelle suing over Florida
bar closure” via Karl Etters of the Tallahassee Democrat — Carrabelle
watering hole Harry's Bar & Package is suing the state, claiming the
statewide shutdown of bars is an unconstitutional mandate crippling a
business that has been open going on 80 years. The lawsuit, filed
Tuesday in Franklin County Circuit Court by Tallahassee attorney Ethan
Way, contends DeSantis and Department of Business and Professional
Regulation Secretary Halsey Beshears took, "extreme and draconian
drastic action in shutting down small businesses and purveyors of joy
and comradery – the local bar," in the June 26 executive order issued
to slow the spread of the coronavirus. It asks for a temporary injunction
and notes that a host of restaurants that also serve food remain open
while the waterfront bar, and others like it, suffer without business.


“21 staff members, 10 residents test positive at Lake County
nursing home” via Rick Mayer of Health News Florida — Twenty-one
staff members and 10 residents at a nursing home in Lady Lake have
tested positive for the coronavirus. Two residents of that nursing home,
the Lady Lake Specialty Care Center, have been transferred, according
to a state report showing recent cases as of Friday. The facility is in
Lake County, east of The Villages. Florida requires testing of all staff at
long-term care facilities every two weeks. Similar outbreaks are
showing up at other Central Florida long-term care centers.


Lady Lake Specialty Care is one of the latest COVID-19 hotspots.


“Okaloosa, Bay and Santa Rosa counties now each reporting more
than 1,500 cases, 255 under 18-years-old” via Tom McLaughlin of
Northwest Florida Daily News — The state of Florida reported
Wednesday it had exceeded 300,000 COVID-19 cases. It became the
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third state to cross that grim milestone, behind New York and California,
and did so only 10 days after surpassing the 200,000 mark on July 5.
Locally, Okaloosa County, Santa Rosa County and Bay County all
topped the 1,500 mark for number of cases reported. Panama City
alone is now reporting 1,008 cases, while Milton has 628 and Fort
Walton Beach has 539. As of July 10, the four-county region that
includes Okaloosa, Santa Rosa, Walton and Bay counties reported 255
COVID-19 cases in persons under the age of 18. Santa Rosa had 108,
Okaloosa 61, Bay 49, and Walton 37.


“Seminole to dole out $20 million in CARES Act money for
coronavirus relief” via Lisa Maria Garza of the Orlando Sentinel —
Seminole County has received $20 million in federal government funds
for residents and small businesses impacted by the coronavirus
economic slowdown, officials said on Wednesday. The county
earmarked $10 million in grants for eligible businesses, $7 million for
individuals and $3 million for nonprofits. The money is about 25% of the
$82 million from the CARES Act relief package designated for the
county by the state. The remaining money will be released in phases.
Officials said that the county’s population falls just under 500,000
residents, so they received the money later than larger counties.
Chairman Jay Zembower said the county will benefit from the timing
because officials had a chance to seek advice from other governments
throughout the state.


  


“Total cases in the U.S. hit 3.5 million; Officials scramble to add
restrictions” via The New York Times — As the outbreak hits record
levels in the United States, increasing in 41 states over the past two
weeks, Governors and mayors across the nation are scrambling to try


Corona nation
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to contain it, issuing new mask orders, limiting the size of gatherings
and preparing for the worst. In Alabama, which broke the record
Wednesday for the most deaths it has reported in a single day, 47, Gov.
Kay Ivey, a Republican, issued an order requiring people to wear
masks in public. In Montana, Gov. Steve Bullock, a Democrat, said
that he was also issuing a mask order. The private sector took steps as
well: Walmart, the nation’s largest retailer, said it would require all
customers to wear masks, beginning Monday. The grocery chain
Kroger also said its customers had to wear masks starting July 22.


Montana Gov. Steve Bullock is the latest to issue a mask mandate. Image via AP.


“After attacks by Trump aides, Anthony Fauci says focus should
be on the virus rather than ‘games people are playing.’” via The
New York Times — As Trump administration officials have increasingly
sought to undermine him in recent days, Fauci, the nation’s top
infectious disease expert and one of the most trusted federal officials
working on the pandemic, made his most pointed remarks yet on
Wednesday addressing tensions with the White House. “I cannot figure
out in my wildest dreams why they would want to do that,” Dr. Fauci
said in an interview. “I think they realize now that that was not a prudent
thing to do, because it’s only reflecting negatively on them.” He spoke
as Trump administration officials have sought to undermine his
credibility, first anonymously and then out in the open.


“A heatwave, the coronavirus: Double spikes of risk hit
communities” via John Schwartz of The New York Times — For much
of the United States, the last several days have been brutal: record
temperatures recorded around the country, and coronavirus case
numbers are on the rise as well, complicating efforts to protect people
at risk. The weekend set temperature records in the South and
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Southwest, which continued into this week. Greg Carbin, the chief of
the forecast operations branch at the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Weather Prediction Center, said, “It’s July
— you kind of expect this, to some extent. But the magnitude of it is a
little severe.” This is the beginning of a summer that NOAA has warned
is likely to have many more scorching days.


“A dangerous new chapter of the outbreak: Every state for itself”
via Dan Goldberg and Alice Miranda Ollstein of POLITICO Florida —
While countries like New Zealand and Germany have taken a unified
national approach to fight the virus, the Trump administration’s
federalist philosophy has helped create chaos across the South and
West. Cash-strapped cities and states trying to create their own testing,
tracing and public awareness campaigns from scratch are desperate for
federal support. “Every Governor is out there on his or her own working
to build the same programs that are being built next door,” said Reed
Schuler, a senior advisor to Democratic Washington Gov. Jay Inslee.
This dangerous new chapter of the coronavirus outbreak is intensifying
calls from politicians and public health experts across the country for a
set of national strategies to combat the virus.


“Trump team relaxed training rules for nursing home staff just as
pandemic hit” via Maggie Severns of POLITICO — Shortly after the
first coronavirus outbreak ravaged a nursing home in Kirkland, Wash.,
the Trump administration moved to fulfill a longstanding industry goal,
waiving the requirement that nurse’s aides receive 75 hours of training
and allowing people who study only eight hours online to become
caregivers during the pandemic. The industry had been fighting for
years to reduce training requirements, saying they make it harder to
recruit staff. Advocates for older adults and families of residents say
they fear the change was premature and contributed to the spread of
the disease. Nurse's aides are often the main caretakers of residents,
some of whom need round-the-clock monitoring; nurse’s aides are also
on the front lines in implementing cleaning and disinfecting practices.


“As pandemic rages in U.S., border stays closed – and Canadians
approve” via Jerry Zremski of The Buffalo News — The closure of the
U.S.-Canadian border, which is about to be extended for another
month, is a tale of two countries: one that has failed to contain the
COVID-19 pandemic, and one that fears that visitors from south of the
border could come in and spread the disease. The shutdown of the
border to all nonessential traffic will be extended to at least Aug. 21,
sources confirmed Tuesday. That move comes in the wake of a poll
showing that 81% of Canadians want the closure to continue
indefinitely. The rate of new coronavirus infections over the past week
was 21.5 times higher in the United States than in Canada.


“Walmart, nation’s largest retailer, will require customers to wear
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masks” via Michael Corkery of The New York Times — In perhaps the
strongest statement yet by a major American company about the
importance of masks, Walmart said it would require that all of its
customers wear face coverings starting next week. The new rule from
the nation’s largest retailer, with more than 5,000 stores nationwide,
comes as health officials and scientists point to wearing masks as a
way to slow the spread of the coronavirus. But Walmart’s new policy,
which goes into effect on Monday, also means the company is wading
into the kind of culturally and politically divisive issue that it has a
history of avoiding. Shortly after the announcement, the National Retail
Federation said it hoped Walmart’s move was a “tipping point in this
public health debate” and urged all other retailers to enact the same
requirement.


Walmart has become the largest retailer to require masks for entry. Image via
KLEW.


“COVID-19 vaccine front-runner is months ahead of her
competition” via Stephanie Baker of Bloomberg Businessweek —
Sarah Gilbert is focused on quickly determining how effective the
vaccine will be and how it will be made. In April, Oxford struck a deal
with British pharmaceutical giant AstraZeneca Plc to spearhead global
manufacturing and distribution and help run more trials around the
world. AstraZeneca has agreed to sell the vaccine on a not-for-profit
basis during the crisis if it proves effective and has lined up deals with
multiple manufacturers to produce more than 2 billion doses. She
appears to regard public attention as a distraction. Her research was
rarely discussed outside scientific circles. Now she’s leading one of the
most high-profile and advanced vaccine candidates against COVID-19,
with Phase III, or final-stage, trials underway involving thousands of
people in Brazil, South Africa, the U.K., and, soon, the U.S. Money is no
longer a struggle.


“In shadow of pandemic, U.S. drug overdose deaths resurge to
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record” via Josh Katz, Abby Goodnough and Margot Sanger-Katz of
The New York Times — Drug deaths in America, which fell for the first
time in 25 years in 2018, rose to record numbers in 2019 and are
continuing to climb, a resurgence that is being complicated and perhaps
worsened by the coronavirus pandemic. Nearly 72,000 Americans died
from drug overdoses last year — an increase of 5% from 2018. Deaths
from drug overdoses remain higher than the peak yearly death totals
ever recorded for car accidents, guns or AIDS, and their acceleration in
recent years has pushed down life expectancy in the U.S. It looks as if
2020 will be even worse. Drug deaths are up 13% so far this year,
according to state and local mortality data collected by The New York
Times.


  


“White House tells 18 million unemployed workers to ‘Find
Something New’ in ad campaign” via Hamza Shaban of The
Washington Post — Ivanka Trump urged out-of-work Americans to
“find something new” Tuesday as part of a new jobs initiative designed
to tout the benefits of skills training and career paths that don’t require a
college degree. But the effort was swiftly derided on social media as
“clueless” and “tone-deaf” given the pandemic, recession and Trump’s
own familial employment history. Many saw the campaign as insensitive
given the suffering of Americans whose livelihoods disappeared as the
pandemic forced companies to shutter or sharply curtail operations.


In a new ad campaign, Ivanka Trump tells 18 million unemployed Americans to
‘find something new’ to do. Image via AP.


“Economists predict spike in cash assistance program” via the
News Service of Florida — The coronavirus pandemic is resulting in a


Corona economics
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surge in the number of Floridians seeking help from a state program
that provides cash assistance to needy families, driving up projected
costs of the program by $35 million, a panel of economists said.
Economists project 87,000 people will receive cash assistance from the
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program this fiscal year, a
jump of 26,172 people from a previous forecast. The increase in people
will push the cost of the so-called TANF program up by $35 million from
the previous estimate to about $159 million during the budget year that
ends June 30, 2021. The spike is another sign of the economic toll that
the coronavirus pandemic is having on many residents.


Assignment editors — U.S. Rep. Donna Shalala and Sen. José
Javier Rodriguez will hold a virtual news conference to discuss the
need for the extension of unemployment insurance benefits. They will
be joined on the call by impacted workers in South Florida who will
share their stories, 9 a.m., to get the link, RSVP to
oliver.jones@berlinrosen.com.


  


“Moms are working dramatically fewer hours than dads during
coronavirus. It’s a ‘red flag’ for what’s ahead.” via Caroline
Kitchener of The Lily — “I’m an economist, so I usually try not to say
things without data,” Martha Gimbel, a manager of economic research
at Schmidt Futures, said. “But I feel very comfortable going out on a
limb and saying that this burden is going to fall on women. We just
know it’s going to be women.” Moms have reduced their working hours
four to five times more than fathers during the pandemic, according to a
new study, which widens the gender gap in work hours by as much as
50%. It could also trigger mass layoffs for women, as companies have
to make hard choices about which employees to keep in the middle of a
recession.


“Coronavirus kept them apart for 114 days. So a Jacksonville
woman took a dishwashing job to see her husband” via Matt
Soergel of The Florida Times-Union — Twice a week Mary Daniel ties
an apron around her waist and starts rinsing dinner dishes at a
memory-care center. She then stacks them in a commercial
dishwasher, between mopping floors and taking out the garbage. At $9
an hour, it’s her dream job — a job that gives her the only opportunity to
be with her husband Steve, a job that gives her the only chance to hold
his hand, to watch TV with him, to get him ready for bed, just as she
used to do. Steve Daniel has been a patient at Rosecastle at
Deerwood since last July. In March the facility went into lockdown
because of the coronavirus, and the Daniels went 114 days without
being able to be together.


More corona
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Mary Daniel took a job as a dishwasher at the memory care center so she could
visit her quarantined husband who she has not seen in 114 days. Image via CBS


News.


  


“CNN anchor rips GOP lawmaker suing over mask mandates:
‘You’re not a doctor’” via Justin Baragona of Yahoo! — CNN anchor
Brianna Keilar clashed with a Republican state lawmaker who is suing
over mask mandates, eventually pointing out that he is not a “public
health expert” while noting he’s already had one case tossed out. With
coronavirus cases and hospitalizations spiking in Florida as the nation
deals with a prolonged surge, Florida State Rep. Anthony Sabatini has
attempted to challenge county ordinances in the state requiring face
masks in businesses, claiming the mandates are constitutional
violations. Sabatini immediately justified his lawsuits, claiming the
ordinances are “unconstitutional” and that mask mandates violate the


Smoldering
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privacy of citizens. Keilar, meanwhile, wondered aloud if the GOP
lawmaker believed that seat belts are therefore also unconstitutional.


‘You are not a doctor’: CNN anchor Brianna Keilar tears into Anthony Sabatini for
his anti-masks stance.


“Pensacola City Council votes to remove Confederate monument,
change name of Lee Square” via Jim Little of the Pensacola News
Journal — Pensacola's 129-year-old Confederate monument will be
coming down. The Pensacola City Council voted 6-1 to remove the
monument and 7-0 to change the name of Lee Square back to its
original name of Florida Square during a special meeting Tuesday
night. The city will look for a contractor to remove and relocate the
monument. Lee Square has been closed since the monument was
vandalized earlier this month, and it will remain closed until the
monument is removed. The mayor's office will investigate where the
monument will now go. Councilman Andy Terhaar was the lone no
vote against the measure to remove the monument and said he
believed the monument should be altered to be more inclusive and
honor both sides of the war.


“No charges to be filed in protest incident at Walton County
Courthouse” via Jim Thompson of NWF Daily News — Cellphone
video from a Sunday incident at the Walton County Courthouse, where
advocates of removing a Confederate memorial held a rally as a group
of counter-demonstrators stood around the memorial, shows apparently
accidental contact between an opponent and supporter of the memorial,
not a deliberate attack. No charges will be filed in the incident,
according to Corey Dobridnia, public information officer for the Walton
County Sheriff’s Office. “It was an accident. That is our take on it,”
Dobridnia said Tuesday. Referencing a TV news report that called the
incident “an altercation between the groups” and other public comments
on the incident, Dobridnia added, “It’s so dangerous to make
assumptions when things happen that quickly.”
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At an incident at the Walton County Courthouse, advocates of removing a
Confederate memorial held a rally as a group of counter-demonstrators stood


around the memorial — accidental contact between an opponent and supporter of
the memorial was not a deliberate attack. Image via Crestview News Bulletin.


“In historic move, Asheville approves reparations for Black
residents” via Joel Burgess of the Asheville Citizen-Times — In an
extraordinary move, the City Council has apologized for the city's
historic role in slavery, discrimination and denial of basic liberties to
Black residents and voted to provide reparations to them and their
descendants. The 7-0 vote came the night of July 14. The unanimously
passed resolution does not mandate direct payments. Instead, it will
make investments in areas where Black residents face disparities. The
resolution calls on the city to create the Community Reparations
Commission, inviting community groups and other local governments to
join. It will be the commission's job to make concrete recommendations
for programs and resources to be used.
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“Trump looks to curb landmark environmental act for projects” via
Aamer Madhani and Kevin Freking of The Associated Press — Trump
is ready to roll back a foundational Nixon-era environmental law that he
says stifles infrastructure projects, but that is credited with ensuring
decades of scrutiny of major projects and giving local communities a
say. Trump was in Atlanta to announce changes Wednesday to the
National Environmental Policy Act’s regulations for how and when
authorities must conduct environmental reviews, making it easier to
build highways, pipelines, chemical plants and other projects. The 1970
law changed environmental oversight in the U.S. by requiring federal
agencies to consider whether a project would harm the air, land, water
or wildlife, and giving the public the right of review and input. The White
House said the final rule will promote the rebuilding of America.


D.C. matters


  Statewide
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“‘What are you thinking?’: Jimmy Patronis invites Elon Musk to
Florida on Tax Day” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — Patronis
sent a letter to Musk on Tuesday explaining why Florida is the best
state to host his multi-billion-dollar electric car company. Musk in recent
months has grown increasingly frustrated with the high taxes and stiff
shutdown orders impacting his factory in Alameda County, California.
So much so, he has threatened to relocate his factory. In the two-page
letter, Patronis made his case as to why Florida is the right prescription
for all his woes. Patronis used more than flattery to lure the SpaceX
CEO. He also made a fiscal case as to why Florida is the best landing
pad for the business in the country.


Jimmy Patronis sends a letter to Elon Musk to invite him to see how Florida is the
best state to relocate his Tesla factory from California.


“Florida board of education adjusts rules for hope scholarship for
bullied students” via Lisa Buie of redefinED — Beginning this school
year, Florida public school districts will be required to report to the
Florida Department of Education how many families they have informed
of the availability of a scholarship for victims of bullying. The Florida
Board of Education approved the changes earlier today as part of its
consent agenda, typically reserved for non-controversial items. The
measure is included in rule changes that govern the Hope Scholarship.
Prior to the rule change, school districts were required to inform parents
about the Hope Scholarship within 15 days after a bullying incident was
reported and provide the parent with a completed Hope notification form
verifying that the incident was reported. The form was needed to start
the scholarship application process.


“Ban Assault Weapons NOW repurposing to support gun-law
reform candidates” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Having been
shot down by the Florida Supreme Court in effort to get an assault
weapon ban question on the state ballot, Ban Assault Weapons NOW
announced Wednesday it is changing strategy and now will seek to
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help elect state Legislature candidates who support gun law reforms.
The political committee had spent more than $2 million trying to get a
proposed assault weapons ban amendment on the statewide ballot. But
in June n a 4-1 decision, the Supreme Court ruled BAWN’s proposed
ballot summary did not pass muster because it “affirmatively misleads
voters” and so the proposal could not be put on the ballot. The BAWN
political committee had raised more than $2.4 million for the effort and
still has about $430,000 left, according to its most recent filings with the
Florida Division of Elections.


“Estate, voting rights groups battle at high court” via Dara Kam of
the News Service of Florida — A battle over voting rights in Florida is
playing out at the U.S. Supreme Court, with the ability of hundreds of
thousands of felons to cast ballots. Attorneys for the state and voting-
rights groups filed briefs this week at the Supreme Court as they
continue wrangling over a challenge to a 2019 state law requiring felons
to pay “legal financial obligations” to be eligible to vote. Voting-rights
groups argue that linking voting rights and finances amounts to an
unconstitutional “poll tax.” The voting-rights groups went to the
Supreme Court last week after U.S. District Judge Robert Hinkle said
the state cannot deny voting rights to felons who cannot afford to pay
court-ordered financial obligations associated with their convictions.


“Jury selection via Zoom: First Miami-Dade case is a glimpse of
court in the coronavirus era” via Haley Lerner of the Miami Herald —
Court was back in session in Miami-Dade County this week, but it was
not business as usual. In a first run of what could be a model for the
rest of the state, a civil suit this week over a home insurance dispute
gave a glimpse of how the justice system hoped to adapt to the new
socially distant normal as COVID-19 cases surge in Florida. Jurors
were selected via Zoom, attorneys made opening statements wearing
protective masks and the trial was streamed on YouTube. It worked
pretty well aside from some technical glitches and an awkward moment
or two. During a Zoom call to pick a jury, some prospects forgot to
unmute while answering questions and one even forgot to do the
opposite during a bathroom break, producing a sound effect that drew a
few odd looks among those on the call.


“Lenny Curry offers $1.34B Jacksonville budget; no tax rate
change” via Steve Patterson of The Florida Times-Union — Curry
offered a $1.34 billion budget Wednesday that leaves tax rates
unchanged and represents nearly status quo spending after a year of
extraordinary challenges from the coronavirus pandemic. “We need to
recognize what a difference a year can make,” Curry said, describing
this spending plan as the result of “my steadfast commitment to being a
responsible steward” of public money. Curry proposed $240 million in
big-ticket capital projects like drainage and roadwork, including about
$100 million for projects in four Northside and Westside Council districts
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– 7, 8, 9 and 10 – with a history of unmet needs. “This is a well-stated
budget, on the surface,” Council President Tommy Hazouri told
members during a Zoom meeting where questions were asked on line
items ranging from fire stations to sex-trafficking.


Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry’s budget offers no tax rate change.


“Tampa General partners with All Children’s to expand access to
pediatric care” via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — Tampa
General Hospital announced a partnership this week with Johns
Hopkins All Children’s Hospital to expand pediatric surgery services
across Tampa Bay. The partnership will see pediatric general surgeons
from St. Petersburg-based Johns Hopkins All Children’s provide
services at Tampa General, including pediatric general surgery
consultations and procedures, pediatric trauma surgery, and prenatal
counseling and intervention. “By partnering, we are bringing pediatric
general surgery experts from Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital
together with the TGH Children’s Medical Center team and the pediatric
specialists from USF Health and our private practice physicians to
create a collaborative environment in which innovative ideas and best
practices are shared, our students learn, and our youngest, most
vulnerable community members benefit,” TGH President John Couris
said.


  


Slater Bayliss, The Advocacy Group at Cardenas Partners:
FocusPoint International


Lobby regs
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Jonathan Kilman, Converge Government Affairs of Florida:
ForgeGreen Bio


  


“Struggling with Latinos, Trump hypes Goya food fight” via Marc
Caputo of POLITICO Florida — For the past week, Latinos have warred
on social media after the CEO of Goya Foods effusively praised Trump
at a White House event. Trump fueled the controversy, posting an
Instagram image of his trademarked thumbs-up sign of approval as he
sat in the Oval Office with an array of Goya products in front of him,
appearing to provide an endorsement to a private company from the
historic Resolute Desk. For the president, it’s the latest cultural wedge
issue to seize on in an effort to persuade Hispanic voters that the left is
too radical, from redefining Spanish to remove gendered nouns so that
Latinos are instead called “Latinx” to attack a popular brand that’s
synonymous with Latin American cooking.


2020
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Donald Trump makes his pitch to Latinx voters. Image via AP.


“Scattered problems with mail-in ballots this year signal potential
November challenges for Postal Service” via Michelle Ye Hee Lee of
The Washington Post — Problems caused by a spike in absentee
voting during this year’s primaries are serving as potential warning
signs for the U.S. Postal Service, which is bracing for an expected
onslaught of mail-in ballots this fall as states and cities push
alternatives to in-person voting because of the pandemic. The concern
extends to local elections offices that may be unaccustomed to aspects
of the mail, such as the time it takes for parcels to reach their
destinations and how to design their ballots to meet postal standards.
Local elections offices are hiring temporary workers to process
absentee ballots, and some local elections boards are adding options
for voters to do curbside drop-offs of their mail ballots on Election Day.


“Florida GOP doctors Trump tweet to solve mail-in voting problem”
via Marc Caputo of Politico — Trump’s harsh rhetoric against mail-in
voting is causing a big problem for Florida Republicans, who once
dominated the practice here. So the state GOP came up with a solution:
They doctored one of Trump’s tweets on the issue to remove the
stigma. “Absentee Ballots are fine. A person has to go through a
process to get and use them,” Trump said in the tweet. The rest of the
quote was blurred out: “Mail-In Voting, on the other hand, will lead to
the most corrupt Election is USA history. Bad things happen with Mail-
Ins.


  


“Kanye West drops presidential bid: report” via Melissa Roberto of


Goodbye Yeezy
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Fox News — West’s campaign has reportedly been suspended less
than two weeks after he shocked the nation with a tweet that confirmed
his decision to run for president of the United States in November.
According to a new report from Intelligencer, a "get-out-the-vote
specialist" named Steve Kramer claims West is already "out" after the
Yeezy founder hired both "paid and volunteer" staff to help him secure
signatures in Florida and South Carolina to get him on the ballot.
Kramer claimed West's team was "working over the weekend there,
formalizing the FEC and other things that they’ve got to do when you
have a lot of corporate lawyers involved.” A separate source, who
remained anonymous, claimed to the outlet that they were hired for
$5,000 to help West gather signatures in Florida to meet the state's July
15 ballot deadline. The outlet claimed he needed "132,781 valid
signatures from Florida voters in less than a week."


  


“CD 3 Republican Kat Cammack raised another $250K in Q2” via
Drew Wilson of Florida Politics — Cammack raised another $254,000


More from the trail
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for her bid to succeed exiting U.S. Rep. Ted Yoho, her campaign
announced Wednesday. The April-through-June report was Cammack’s
best yet, more than doubling the $103,000 she raised in the first three
months of 2020. The second-quarter performance brings her to-date
total to $461,000 raised. Cammack had more than $330,000 on hand
on June 30, nearly double the $166,000 she had in the bank at the end
of the first quarter. Cammack is one of 10 Republicans vying to replace
Yoho, who made good on his promise to term limit himself out of office.


Kat Cammack hits CD 3 fundraising with both barrels.


“Leo Valentin tops Republican field in CD 7 fundraising” via Drew
Wilson of Florida Politics — Valentin added more than $120,000 to his
campaign account during the second quarter, building his lead in the
Republican primary for Florida’s 7th Congressional District. In a news
release, the campaign said it had cleared $460,000 in total fundraising
as of June 30. Valentin’s campaign didn’t state whether the new funds
were all from donors or included candidate loans, though it did take
some jabs at incumbent U.S. Rep. Stephanie Murphy. “I’m honored by
the support our campaign has received, and we’ll continue working to
ensure we win the Republican primary to take on Stephanie Murphy in
the general election,” Valentin said. Through the first quarter, Valentin
had raised about $211,000 and lent his campaign another $131,000.
The account had $276,000 on hand on March 31.


“Carlos Giménez falls further behind Debbie Mucarsel-Powell in
CD 26 fundraising contest” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics —
Giménez is trailing Mucarsel-Powell for the second straight quarter,
according to the most recent financial reports filed with the Federal
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Election Commission (FEC). Giménez raised just over $617,000 during
the most recent quarter, which covers financial activity from April 1-
June 30. Giménez has now topped $1 million raised in just two quarters
since he entered the race in January. Mucarsel-Powell, however, added
close to $837,000 during the quarter, topping Giménez by nearly
$220,000. Overall, she’s raised nearly $3.8 million this cycle. Giménez,
however, must compete in the Republican primary against Omar
Blanco, the former head of Miami-Dade Firefighters Local 1403. That
could further cause Giménez to burn through his war chest more
quickly in the next two months than Mucarsel-Powell.


“Heather Fitzenhagen says Republican leadership is lying about
her immigration record” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics —
Fitzenhagen, in a fundraising appeal, accused the Florida Republican
Senatorial Campaign Committee of lying about her record. The political
committee, headed by Senate President-Designate Wilton Simpson,
supports Estero Republican Ray Rodrigues. “FRSCC caught in a LIE
about my record,” an email blast subject line reads. In question is a
negative ad from the committee slamming Fitzhagen’s record in the
House on issues including immigration. “Fitzenhagen turned her back
on President Trump, refusing to ban sanctuary cities,” the ad states.
The ad also hits on subjects like providing certain benefits to
undocumented immigrants. But Fitzenhagen took issue immediately
with the reference to a sanctuary cities bill.


“State House candidates argue over Mid-Bay Bridge tolls” via Tom
McLaughlin of Northwest Florida Daily News — Removing the tolls on
the Mid-Bay Bridge has been a primary issue in this year’s race for the
District 4 State House seat. While Jonathan Tallman and Jeff Hinkle
are telling voters that if elected they’ll see the toll removed or reduced,
fellow legislative hopeful Patt Maney has questioned whether that can
realistically be done. Tallman and Maney, who sits on the Mid-Bay
Bridge Authority’s governing board, debated the issue in a Tuesday
forum hosted by the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of
Commerce. “If (outgoing Rep.) Mel Ponder couldn’t get that done and
Don Gaetz, as president of the Senate ... couldn’t get it done ... we
need to be careful when people tell us they can just do it,” Maney said.


“Video seeks to punish Chip LaMarca and other South Florida
lawmakers for supporting Ron DeSantis coronavirus response” via
Anthony Man of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The video, released
Wednesday by the liberal American Bridge 21st Century super PAC,
begins with a snippet of video that Democrats and their allies have
become fond of using: DeSantis in Orlando on May 20 when he
mocked people who had criticized Florida’s response to the coronavirus
and touted what then looked like the state’s success in dealing with the
virus. American Bridge threw that back at DeSantis, now that the state
is a world leader in coronavirus cases. The Florida Department of
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Health reported 10,181 new COVID-19 cases on Wednesday, bringing
the state total to 301,810 since the start of the pandemic. The video
includes audio from four lawmakers, state Rep. LaMarca from Broward,
and state Reps. Vance Aloupis, Juan Fernandez-Barquin, and Ana
Maria Rodriquez from Miami-Dade County.


To watch, click on the image below:


—“Meet Donna Barcomb, a Republican running for House District
72” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


—“Jeff Kottkamp endorses Mike Giallombardo for old House seat”
via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics


—“Equality Florida Action PAC endorses Javier Estevez in HD 105”
via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


—“Fire Sprinkler Association announces first wave of legislative
endorsements” via Florida Politics staff reports


  


“Ex-Broward sheriff and current candidate Scott Israel hospitalized
with COVID-19” via Skylar Swisher of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel
— Israel, the former Broward County sheriff who is running to reclaim
the office, has been hospitalized after testing positive for COVID-19.
Israel learned he had the virus Tuesday night and went to a local
hospital for further evaluation, according to a statement released by his
campaign Wednesday. “Like most of you, I took precautions, followed
the advice of health experts, wore a mask in public, washed my hands
regularly, and observed social distancing,” Israel said in the statement.
“Yet, despite this vigilance, I have contracted the virus,” Israel said he
was tested at the urging of family and friends after experiencing
symptoms for several days. Israel was receiving fluids for dehydration


Down ballot
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and undergoing further tests at the hospital on Wednesday, said Lori
Parrish, a friend of Israel’s and former Broward County property
appraiser.


Scott Israel tests positive for COVID-19.


“George Soros’ interest in Orlando’s State Attorney race opens
crossfire” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Billionaire New York
Democratic campaign financier Soros, who helped fuel Aramis Ayala‘s
2016 victory for Orlando’s State Attorney Office, is showing interest
again this year, providing indirect support for Monique Worrell for that
office and opening crossfire between her campaign and that of
opponent Ryan Williams. Soros’ appearance in the election has been
limited thus far to some polling and research provided to an
independent committee supporting Worrell. Williams’ campaign raised
concerns about Soros’ potential involvement as possibly the first
indication he might try to overwhelm the contest with outside money, as
he did in 2016. Worrell’s campaign responded by accusing Williams’
campaign of using “the same anti-Semitic Soros trope that the
President of the United States also uses.”


“Sheriff John Mina reacts to union pulling endorsement: ‘I have
made difficult decisions’” via Jeff Weiner of the Orlando Sentinel —
The day after the union that represents Orange County deputies voted
to rescind its endorsement of Sheriff  Mina, he reacted by pledging to
stay the course despite signs of mounting dissatisfaction within the
agency. “The changes I have instituted at the Sheriff’s Office might
have been the impetus of this decision,” Mina said in a statement. “If
that’s the case, I accept that. I have made difficult decisions and have
levied harsh discipline for policy violations, including terminating
deputies for excessive force.” He added he is committed to having
“conversations with our deputies to improve and strengthen” OCSO,
and also to ”implement and enforce policies that keep our community
safe and hold our deputies accountable.”
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“Recruiting bogus candidates is shady politics for scared
politician” via Scott Maxwell of the Orlando Sentinel — Orange County
Commissioner Betsy VanderLey is obviously nervous about getting re-
elected — and for good reason. She has cast a number of rotten votes,
including one to give Universal Orlando up to $125 million to help build
a road for their new theme park (even as the county prepared to ask
residents to raise their own taxes to pay for new roads elsewhere). And
another vote supporting a toll road that would plow through an
environmental preserve. (Because nothing screams “environmental
protection” like four lanes of concrete.) So, with VanderLey running
scared, her campaign team recruited — and funded — a bogus write-in
candidate to run against her. That may sound strange … until you
realize how Florida’s whacked-out elections work.


  


“The pandemic could get much, much worse. We must act now.”
via John M. Barry for The New York Times — With the coronavirus, the


Top opinion
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United States has proved politics hasn’t worked. If we are to fully
reopen both the economy and schools safely we have to return to
science. The White House says the country has to learn to live with the
virus. That’s one thing if new cases occurred at the rates in Italy or
Germany, not to mention South Korea or Australia or Vietnam. It’s
another thing when the United States has the highest growth rate of
new cases in the world, ahead even of Brazil. In the United States,
public health experts were virtually unanimous that replicating
European success required, first, maintaining the shutdown until we
achieved a steep downward slope in cases; second, getting widespread
compliance with public health advice; and third, creating a workforce of
at least 100,000 to test, trace and isolate cases. Nationally we came
nowhere near any of those goals.


  


“The nation is in a downward spiral. Worse is still to come.” via
George F. Will of The Washington Post — Never has a U.S. election
come at such a moment of national mortification. The nation’s
floundering government is now administered by a gangster regime. It is
helpful to have this made obvious as voters contemplate renewing the
regime’s lease on the executive branch. This year, the pandemic will be
an accelerant of preexisting trends: There will be a surge of early and
mail voting. So, an unambiguous decision by midnight Nov. 3 will
require a popular-vote tsunami so large against the President that there
will be a continentwide guffaw when he makes charges, as surely he
will, akin to those he made in 2016. Then, he said he lost the popular
vote by 2.9 million because “millions” of undocumented immigrants
voted against him.


“DeSantis, Trump missed their chance to fully reopen schools” via
Randy Schultz of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Maybe DeSantis
realized how callous he sounded in comparing the reopening of public
schools to the reopening of a Home Depot or Walmart. Whatever the
reason, the Governor pivoted Monday from his insistence that all
students be back on campus next month. Parents, DeSantis said,
should choose. Trump threatened last week to withhold money from
districts that fail to reopen fully. In Florida, Education Commissioner
Corcoran last week issued an order that “all school boards and charter
school governing boards must open brick and mortar schools at least
five days per week for all students.” A competent Trump administration
would have started planning how to reopen schools as soon as they
closed four months ago. A competent DeSantis administration would
have done the same thing.


“Bullying the Miami-Dade school district to reopen in August is
just reckless” via the Miami Herald editorial board — The monumental
decision on whether to reopen Miami-Dade schools in August is not on


Opinions
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Wednesday’s School Board agenda, but it’s likely to pop up. After all,
how to deal with this pandemic is the district’s most crucial decision in
ages. The burden of deciding whether we continue with online
schooling whether we physically return to class return to class
physically, falls largely on Superintendent Carvalho and the elected
members of the School Board, who rely on his counsel. Carvalho has
maintained that he will follow the advice of health experts and the
coronavirus dashboard on what is best for the district’s 350,000
students, parents, teachers and staff and the community. His is the
most pragmatic, and empathetic, approach to this scary eventuality.


“Is close enough good enough for the high court?” via Bill Cotterell
of the Tallahassee Democrat — DeSantis likes to recruit his new judges
from the Federalist Society, an organization of conservative legal
scholars dedicated to a “textualist” and “originalist” reading of the
Constitution. So it’s significant that attorneys for state Rep. Geraldine
Thompson used some originalist text in their challenge to the seating
of Florida Supreme Court Justice Renatha Francis. In fact, they went
to the high court’s own advisory opinion in another recent case to make
their point. Here’s what happened: Two justices resigned to take seats
on the federal bench and DeSantis appointed Francis and Justice John
Couriel to replace them. No problem with Couriel, but Francis is a bit
short of being a member of the Florida Bar for 10 years, a requirement
for appellate judges.
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Florida has now logged more than 300,000 cases of COVID-19, with
more than 10,000 new cases reported Wednesday — along with 112
fatalities. The state’s coronavirus death toll to 4,626.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


DeSantis tells the state board of education that schools will be safe
when they reopen next month, but he says if you’re not comfortable
sending your kids back, there will be alternatives.


— The state Board of Education has some questions about the
emergency order to reopen schools next month, right in the middle of a
pandemic.


— Remember DeSantis’ slogan for reopening the state? “Safe. Simple.
And step by step.” However, Senate Democrats have an alternative:
“Step back to safety.”


Today's Sunrise
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— Sunrise takes a deep dive into these disgruntled Democrats.


— And the latest on a Florida man who refused to wear a mask at
Walmart, standing his ground by pulling a gun on another shopper.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“Disney: Epcot quietly reopens with changes” via Dewayne Bevil of
the Orlando Sentinel — Epcot emerged from its coronavirus shutdown
Wednesday, representing another step in the phased reopening of Walt
Disney World and its theme parks. The resort started reviving its theme


Aloe
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parks with the Magic Kingdom and Disney’s Animal Kingdom last week;
Disney’s Hollywood Studios also reopened Wednesday. By now, many
theme park goers know the drill: Face masks are required, as are
temperature screenings, physical distancing and a reduced capacity.
On a very hot weekday at Epcot, that made for an attraction with more
elbow room than usual and without the traditional snaking queues.


Visitors arrive for the official re-opening day of Epcot at Walt Disney World. Image
via AP.


“Disney Parks are nearly empty and that seems to be the plan” via
Christopher Palmeri of Bloomberg — Walt Disney Co.’s just-opened
theme parks in Florida are so deserted that visitors are waiting five
minutes or less to get on many rides, an eerie experience for people
accustomed to long lines. Jay Scutt, who runs the Park Hoppin’
YouTube channel, visited the Animal Kingdom park on Sunday, the day
after it opened to the public and found it lightly attended. “I walked on
everything,” said Scutt, a frequent park-goer. “I’ve never seen the park
like this.” No doubt, many would-be visitors are wary of going to
Disney’s parks during a pandemic. But the thin crowds may largely be
the result of limits imposed by a new reservation system, part of the
company’s cautious approach to reopening attractions. Reservations
were quickly snapped up for last weekend, but the park still looked
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empty to many attendees. It’s been a learning process for Disney.


“Sony boosting output of PlayStation 5 to meet surge in demand”
via Takashi Mochizuki of Bloomberg — Sony Corp. is roughly doubling
its PlayStation 5 production to 10 million units this year as it sees the
prolonged effects of the COVID-19 pandemic boosting demand for
gaming, according to people familiar with its plans. The electronics
giant has informed assembly partners and suppliers it’s radically
increasing orders for its next-generation console, though logistics may
yet pose a challenge to delivering all those machines on time for the
holiday shopping season, the people said, asking to remain
anonymous. Sony had previously aimed to produce 5 million to 6 million
PS5 units by the end of March 2021. A Sony spokesman declined to
comment. Japanese business daily Nikkei earlier reported Sony’s
planned production boost of the game machine, which is scheduled to
release this fall.


“‘Fletch’ reboot with Jon Hamm in the works” via Dave McNary of
Variety — A modern-day reboot of “Fletch” is in the works, with Hamm
set to star as the quick-witted investigative reporter character originally
played by Chevy Chase in 1985’s “Fletch” and its sequel “Fletch Lives.”
The project, unveiled Wednesday by Miramax, is based on the second
book in Gregory McDonald’s series, “Confess Fletch.” Hamm will also
produce alongside manager/producer Connie Tavel. Greg Mottola,
whose credits include “Superbad,” “Adventureland” and “Arrested
Development,” will direct from a script by Zev Borrow. David List will
executive produce the film.


  


Celebrating today are U.S. Rep. Ross Spano, former state Sen. J.D.
Alexander, Bob Gabordi, Alexis Lambert, former Hillsborough
Commission candidate Todd Marks, Alix Miller of the Florida Trucking
Association, the still handsome Ben Stuart, and Victoria Zepp.


Happy birthday
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 7.14.20 — Burnin’ today: Perez, Oliva, Blair,


DeSantis, Trump, DeVos
Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 4:01:15 AM


Be sure to read my latest column — "The rising sun: Danny Perez is
learning the lessons José Oliva never did."
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Some lessons have to be learned the hard way: Rep. Daniel Perez and House
Speaker José Oliva.


Please check out the latest episode of my "Hunkering Down" podcast. I
talk watching Hamilton, school reopenings, and campaigning with
lobbyist Richard Reeves, fundraiser Kirsten Borman Dougherty, and
House candidate Michelle Salzman. Listen here.


Of course, the story burning its way through the Capital City is our
scoop about how the lobbyist who tested positive at a House GOP
fundraiser.


___


A top of Sunburn shoutout to Samantha Blair, who is turning 30 today.
Not only is she James' much better half, she was also featured last year
in INFLUENCE Magazine. Check out her profile here.


___


La Fête Nationale. Joyeux Quatorze Juillet. More than 50 cities in the
United States will celebrate France’s national holiday, Bastille Day. But
there’s no such thing as Bastille Day in France. Why not? Because in
France, July 14 is simply known as la fête du 14-Juillet (the July 14
holiday) or more officially, la fête Nationale (the National Holiday).


So if you happen to run into any French natives (while maintaining
social distancing, of course) this year during your July 14 celebrations,
don’t wish them a “Happy Bastille Day” — chances are you’ll be met
with the same reaction as if someone wished you a “Happy Declaration
of Independence Day” on July 4.


  Situational awareness
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—@RealDonaldTrump: I know many in business and politics that work
out endlessly, in some cases to a point of exhaustion. It is their number
one passion in life, but nobody complains. My 'exercise' is playing,
almost never during the week, a quick round of golf. Obama played
more and much longer rounds, no problem. When I play, Fake News
CNN, and others, park themselves anywhere they can to get a picture,
then scream 'President [Donald] Trump is playing golf.' Actually, I play
VERY fast, get a lot of work done on the golf course, and also get a
'tiny' bit of exercise. Not bad!


—@NYGovCuomo: Public health has to come first. Facts have to
come first. Science has to come first.


—@JerryIannnelli: Thesis: Years of mean-spirited, poor-shaming
“Florida Man” stories greased the wheels for people blaming “Florida
Man,” not state authorities, for a preventable COVID-19 outbreak


—@BillGalvano: Could not disagree more with the @Fla_Pol article re:
Oliva. He is a man of integrity and tested character. His is one of the
most productive and successful speakerships in history.


—@Chris_Minor: I’ve seen people shaming our friends & colleagues
who have/may have been exposed How truly divided we’ve become. I
want each & every person here to recover or have a clean bill of health
I’ve had COVID. I wish it on no one. Especially these good people &
their families


—@SKeelerTimes: Booze, money, and influence. You could create the
ultimate helmet logo.


Tweet, tweet:







  


Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios to reopen — 1; Federal
taxes due — 1; MLB starts — 9; WNBA starts — 10; PLL starts — 11;
TED conference rescheduled — 12; Florida Bar exams begin in Tampa
— 14; NBA season restart in Orlando — 17; Christopher Nolan’s
“Tenet” premieres (rescheduled) — 17; NHL resumes — 18; Florida
primaries for 2020 state legislative/congressional races — 35;
Democratic National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 36; "Mulan”
premieres (rescheduled) — 38; Indy 500 rescheduled — 40;
Republican National Convention begins in Charlotte — 41; NBA draft
lottery — 42; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 45; U.S. Open begins
— 48; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 52; Rescheduled running of
the Kentucky Derby — 53; Rescheduled date for French Open — 68;
First presidential debate in Indiana — 77; "Wonder Woman" premieres


Days until
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— 80; Preakness Stakes rescheduled — 81; First vice presidential
debate at the University of Utah — 84; NBA season ends (last possible
date) — 90; Second presidential debate scheduled at Miami — 93; NBA
draft — 94; Wes Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 94;
NBA free agency — 97; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 100;
2020 General Election — 112; “Black Widow” premieres — 117; NBA
2020-21 training camp — 121; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit —
129; “No Time to Die” premieres — 129; NBA 2020-21 opening night —
140; “Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 162; Super Bowl LV in Tampa
— 208; New start date for 2021 Olympics — 374; “Jungle Cruise”
premieres — 382; “Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres —
479; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 577; “Doctor Strange in
the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 619; “Black Panther 2”
premieres — 661; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel
premieres — 815.


  


“Despite soaring numbers, Ron DeSantis says coronavirus cases


Corona Florida
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are starting to stabilize” via Gray Rohrer and Naseem S. Miller of the
Orlando Sentinel — Florida’s exploding number of coronavirus cases
has begun to stabilize, DeSantis said Monday at a news conference
where a heckler accused him of “doing nothing” about the pandemic.
“The percentage of people who are testing positive has finally started to
decline,‘' he said at Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami. “We’ll see if
that’s a trend or whether that was something that was short-lived.
Certainly, we can say the percentage of people who come in and test
positive has stabilized.” Miami-Dade officials in the same room,
however, sounded a more urgent tone. “Until we start to drive down the
contagion level in Miami-Dade County we can’t get a handle on it,” said
Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Giménez.


Ron DeSantis sees some good news in the latest coronavirus numbers.


“‘Shame on you:’ Heckler interrupts DeSantis during Miami news
conference” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — A heckler
interrupted DeSantis Monday evening during a COVID-19 news
conference with Giménez. Moments after the incident, Thomas
Kenedy of United We Dream, an immigrant youth-led organization,
claimed responsibility for the rant. “I just interrupted a news conference
in Miami-Dade to let Gov. Ron DeSantis and Mayor Giménez know they
are an embarrassment to FL and that their incompetence and lack of
planning has resulted in the current public health crisis,” Kennedy said.
“4,381 people have died so far in FL.” Kennedy interrupted DeSantis
during his opening remarks. “Shame on you,” Kennedy yelled at the
pair. “You are an embarrassment. We are getting record-breaking
cases every day and you are doing nothing. You are falsifying
information and misleading the public.”


“After smashing coronavirus record, Florida’s day after also bleak”
via John Kennedy of the Sarasota Herald-Tribune — Florida added
another 12,624 coronavirus cases Monday, with the state’s second-
highest 24-hour toll coming only a day after a record-smashing 15,300
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cases were reported on Sunday. Another 35 lives were lost to the virus
Monday, bringing Florida’s death toll to 4,277. Overall, cases hit
282,435 in the state. After testing had lagged through the first three
months of the pandemic, the Florida Health Department said that
112,264 tests were conducted Sunday, one day after a record 142,972
were reported and yielded the state’s highest single-day case count.


“Change approved to aid hospital capacity” via the News Service of
Florida — Medicaid officials have agreed to waive regulations that
require hospitals to obtain prior authorization before transferring
patients into long-term care facilities. The Agency for Health Care
Administration sent an alert announcing that it was “waiving service
authorization requirements” hospitals were required to obtain before
transferring patients out of their facilities. The change was made to
“facilitate prompt hospital discharges and to ensure adequate inpatient
hospital capacity in response to COVID-19.” The move came nearly a
week after Dawn White, vice president of government and community
relations for Baptist Health South Florida, asked the state to consider
changing the policy, saying doing so could expedite transfers from
hospitals to long-term care facilities by at least two or three days.


“Appeal pursued in statewide beach closure case” via the News
Service of Florida — Blasting DeSantis’ handling of the COVID-19
pandemic, a Northwest Florida attorney argued that an appeals court
should clear the way for a lawsuit that, in part, seeks to require beaches
to be closed statewide. Attorney Daniel Uhlfelder filed a 25-page brief
asking the 1st District Court of Appeal to overturn a Leon County circuit
judge’s decision to dismiss the lawsuit against DeSantis. Uhlfelder filed
the lawsuit in March, arguing that DeSantis should be required to close
beaches statewide and issue a “safer at home” order to prevent the
spread of the virus. But Circuit Judge Kevin Carroll dismissed the case
in April, saying the separation-of-powers clause of the Florida
Constitution prevents him from requiring DeSantis to take such steps.


“DeSantis falsely claims he was never asked about COVID-19” via
Amy Sherman of PolitiFact — DeSantis said: "I would do press events
in May, I would never be asked about coronavirus.'' His spokespersons
did not respond to multiple queries to figure out which events he had in
mind. Our own review shows that he was asked about coronavirus
issues at many news conferences. Questions related to unemployment,
nursing homes, rules about reopening and how the state would handle
spikes. We rate this claim False.
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Ron DeSantis said he was 'never asked about coronavirus' in May. That is false.
Image via AP.


“‘That scenario is nonsense.' No proof behind rumors about
positive COVID results with no actual tests” via Cindy Krischer
Goodman of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — As Florida reported the
largest single-day increase in positive coronavirus cases anywhere in
the United States since the beginning of the pandemic, social media
began buzzing with people who claim they left a coronavirus test site
because of a long line, but they still received a positive test result. The
Florida Department of Health did not respond to multiple requests for
comment on the issue. At least four companies who each operate
multiple test sites in South Florida say this scenario is highly unlikely.
“The paperwork is sent with the test to the lab. The lab wouldn’t have
paperwork unless there is a test to go with it,” said Brooke Liddle, the
spokesman for testing company American Medical Response.


“Some phone carriers are flagging Florida contact tracing efforts
as spam” via Karina Elwood of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The
scam call you ignored or sent to voicemail might just be a contact
tracer. The call will come from 833-917-2880. The person on the other
end will identify themselves as a representative with the Florida
Department of Health calling with important medical information. They’ll
ask to confirm a last name and date of birth, then continue with the call.
While some phone companies are automatically flagging the number as
potential spam, the calls coming from 833-917-2880 is legitimate. They
are from Maximus, a vendor hired by the state for contact tracing.


  


“Donald Trump's demand that schools fully reopen spurned by big
districts” via Nicole Gaudiano and Bianca Quilantan of POLITICO —
Trump has spent the past two weeks demanding that American schools


Back to school?
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reopen this fall. But America's biggest school systems are rejecting the
President across the country, with one city and county after another
opting for virtual education or just a few days a week in school. And the
Pesident has little power to do anything about it. Republicans have said
for decades school decisions should be made at the local and state
level, and have often held the U.S. Department of Education in disdain.
So even as Trump and Betsy DeVos push kids to board buses and
head back to school, they can’t force the issue.


Betsy DeVos' call for students to return to school is falling on deaf ears. Image via
AP.


“Schools can open safely this fall” via Scott Gottlieb of The Wall
Street Journal — Schools should open in the fall. It’s critical for meeting
the educational and social needs of children. But local officials should
have the discretion to take tailored actions to help keep children safe.
One thing about COVID-19 is clear: We don’t fully understand its
severity and transmission. At various turns, we’ve both underestimated
and overestimated the virus. The debate over schools has been swept
up in a political maelstrom. Reopening schools will draw more
controversy if people believe their school district was forced into
opening. I’ve talked to Republican and Democratic governors about
their strategies. The commitment to reopening is universal. Their
approach is appropriately varied to local conditions. The main risk is
transmission inside school buildings, but there are ways to reduce the
chance of a big outbreak.


“Education secretary won't say if schools should listen to CDC
guidelines on reopening” via Devan Cole of CNN — DeVos on
Sunday refused to say whether schools should follow guidelines from
the CDC on reopening, saying those guidelines are meant to be
"flexible." "The CDC guidelines are just that, meant to be flexible and
meant to be applied as appropriate for the situation," DeVos said. The
CDC guidelines for schools to reopen contain steps to keep children
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safe, including keeping desks placed 6 feet apart and for children to use
cloth face coverings. The CDC suggests the closing of communal areas
like dining rooms and playgrounds and the installation of physical
barriers like sneeze guards where necessary. Pressed repeatedly on
whether schools should implement remote learning in the event that
there is a flare-up of coronavirus cases in their district, DeVos said: "I
think the go-to needs to be kids in school, in person, in the classroom."


“Union says push to reopen schools is rushed” via the News
Service of Florida — American Federation of State Florida President
Vicki Hall said in a statement the state lacks a comprehensive plan to
ensure students and employees will be safe when they return to school
campuses amid the coronavirus pandemic. State Education
Commissioner Richard Corcoran last week issued an order requiring
school districts to come up with individual reopening plans by the end of
the month. The order also said districts must offer students the option to
return to in-person instruction at school five days a week. Hall said
thousands of janitors, bus drivers, food service workers and other
school workers, represented by AFSCME, are concerned about coming
back to work as Florida emerges as the nation’s “epicenter” of
coronavirus cases.


“Miami-Dade County Public Schools releases 2020-2021 reopening
of schools plan” via Daisy Gonzalez-Diego of the Miami-Dade Public
Schools — The Miami-Dade School Board approved a tentative plan for
the proposed reopening of schools for the 2020-2021 academic year.
The reopening approach is comprehensive in nature and is informed by
what is happening internationally, as well as following national and state
guidance, and local decisions. Parents will be provided with choices
and flexibility, based on their preferences and comfort level with in-
school education versus a distance learning experience for their
children. The fourth guiding principle relates to the likely expenses that
will come with operating under social distancing guidelines, the funding
needed.


“School Board chair: Where’s Palm Beach County’s school
reopening plan?” via Andrew Marra of The Palm Beach Post — The
chairman of the Palm Beach County School Board criticized school
district leaders Sunday for failing to release their school-reopening plan
with only three days left before it is set to be adopted. Board Chairman
Frank Barbieri said he was troubled that neither board members nor
the public have had a chance to see details of the district’s proposal for
how schools will operate when classes resume online next month amid
the coronavirus pandemic. The reopening plan is sure to be among the
most scrutinized proposals in the school board’s history. Schools
Superintendent Donald Fennoy has promised to deliver a reopening
plan for board members to consider Wednesday, but he has not
released details and has given little indication of what he plans to
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recommend.


“Parents protest at school district HQ, demand return to
classrooms” via Sonja Isger of The Palm Beach Post — Dozens of
people gathered in front of the Palm Beach County School District’s
headquarters Monday evening to protest a pending decision to bar
roughly 174,000 students from public campuses and deliver classes
online instead when school begins next month. Among the protesters
were parents whose children are disabled, or simply struggling to grasp
lessons via computer, or are in emotional anguish under prolonged
isolation. Also in the mix were parents who face impossible choices
between working to pay bills and staying home to care for youngsters
not in school. Wearing face masks and holding signs that demanded
“Give us a choice,” “We want options” and “Prevent child abuse and
poverty OPEN schools,” roughly 50 children and adults held the protest.


Parents are protesting both sides of the coronavirus issue. Some say return kids
to school; others say no.


“Youngest students will return first when PBC schools reopen,
schools chief says” via Andrew Marra of The Palm Beach Post —
Palm Beach County’s public schools should remain online-only until the
pandemic improves significantly, then let the youngest students return
first when campuses begin to reopen, the school district’s chief
executive recommended Monday. Schools Superintendent Fennoy’s
plan for the new school year calls for students to learn in person only
when the county enters the second phase of the state’s reopening plan
— a step that likely requires sustained drops in hospitalizations and the
percentage of people testing positive for COVID-19. When the county
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does enter Phase 2, the youngest students at each school would be the
first to return — kindergartners and first graders at the elementary level,
sixth graders at middle schools, and freshman at high schools.
Alternative schools would reopen completely.


“Duval Schools Superintendent Diana Greene gives hints for back-
to-school plan ahead of Tuesday’s meeting” via Emily Bloch of The
Florida Times-Union — Greene said she thinks the school district will
be presenting its final back-to-school plan on Tuesday. “So far every
week there’s been a major change and our plans have had to adapt,”
Greene said. “We’ve been using the word ‘pivot’ quite a bit.” Greene
was the Jacksonville Meninak Club’s featured speaker Monday at noon
for the group’s weekly meeting, which was hosted on Zoom. The
superintendent presented a condensed version of the district’s back-to-
school plans, some of which will be publicized tomorrow following a
school board workshop meeting. Greene avoided some specifics,
saying she didn’t want to catch school board members off guard.


“Leon County cancels all summer athletic training, practices” via
Wayne McGahee III of the Tallahassee Democrat — Leon County
Schools announced Monday that all athletic practices and training have
been canceled for the remainder of the summer. "We have had
students and coaches across multiple sports test positive for COVID-19
over the past few weeks and we feel this is in the best interest of all
involved," the official Leon County Schools Twitter posted in a follow-up
tweet. This is the second time school-sanctioned athletic events have
been canceled this year. Athletic events were canceled in March due to
the first wave of the coronavirus outbreak. Leon County resumed
sanctioned offseason workouts for fall sports June 15 but will be ending
all sanctioned workouts starting Tuesday. The football workouts were
limited to 15 players and coaches at a time and were done without a
football.
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“South Florida leaders urge state to improve testing, contact
tracing” via Spencer Fordin of Florida Politics — Debbie Mucarsel-
Powell led a delegation of South Florida leaders Monday urging
coordinated action from DeSantis and state officials to combat the
COVID-19 pandemic. Mucarsel-Powell, who represents Florida’s 26th
Congressional District, is a member of the bipartisan Congressional
Coronavirus Task Force. “As I’ve said before, Florida is breaking all the
wrong records,” said Mucarsel-Powell. “Yesterday, Florida reported the
highest number of new cases any state has seen in a single day. …
Another 12,624 today alone. Yesterday, Miami-Dade set their own
single-day record with 3,576 new cases.


Corona local
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Debbie Mucarsel-Powell is urging the state of Florida to increase testing. Image
via Twitter.


“Palm Beach Co. State Attorney Dave Aronberg tests positive for
coronavirus” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Aronberg has tested
positive for the novel coronavirus. Aronberg confirmed the diagnosis in
a letter to his staff. “Please take this pandemic seriously, as it continues
to spread like wildfire,” Aronberg wrote. “I know this personally because
I just tested positive for COVID-19. I am one of the fortunate ones, as I
have relatively mild symptoms and can continue to work a normal
schedule from home while quarantined. The 49-year-old Aronberg, who
has served in the role since elected in 2012, said the office’s
management team is reaching out to those who have been around him
recently. “Although I have tried to be vigilant about wearing a mask,
social distancing and hand-washing, I am often out in public and I live in
a building with shared elevators,” Aronberg’s letter continued.


“Palm Beach County property appraiser tests positive for
coronavirus” via Hannah Morse of The Palm Beach Post — Dorothy
Jacks, Palm Beach County’s property appraiser, tested positive for the
coronavirus, her office announced Monday. Jacks said she was tested
Thursday after “experiencing minor symptoms” and received the results
on Monday. It began with what she thought was a mild head cold right
before the July Fourth holiday weekend, “which was nothing out of the
ordinary for me,” Jacks said. Then feeling better, though fatigued, Jacks
noticed her sense of smell was gone. “I knew that was unusual,” she
said. She got tested the same day. Because Jacks tested positive, the
administration department of the property appraiser’s office has been
temporarily closed. Jacks said she has worked from home since being
tested.


“More coronavirus antibody test results in gated communities
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show those residents are being safe” via Mike Diamond of The Palm
Beach Post — Additional antibody testing at gated communities in the
western area of the coastal part of Palm Beach County continues to
show that residents may have avoided COVID-19 infections by
hunkering down weeks before they were told to do so by county and
state officials. Nearly 4,000 tests have been done at a dozen
developments, most of them retirement communities. The positivity rate
has stayed at about 1%, much less than the overall countywide and
statewide rate of 4%. Nearly 500 tests were done at three
developments — Ibis, Leisureville and Lakes at Delray. Not one person
tested positive.


“After spending $500,000 on hotel rooms, Fort Lauderdale tells
homeless they can stay for now” via Susannah Bryan and Phillip
Valys of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The hotel rooms for the
homeless, paid for on the city dime, aren’t going away — but the free
ride may end this week. Fort Lauderdale needs an infusion of money to
keep the program going. The city has already spent more than
$500,000 on hotel vouchers for the homeless, a program that got
underway in May to help curb the spread of COVID-19. But the money
has run out. The state’s Emergency Management czar Jared
Moskowitz, who earlier promised an infusion of state money, is now
directing city officials to seek help from the county. Broward officials
have agreed to pay the bill for extending the hotel stay just two more
days, Fort Lauderdale Mayor Dean Trantalis said late Monday.


“At the ‘epicenter’ of the COVID pandemic, Miami-Dade Mayor
resists more closures” via Douglas Hanks and Alex Daugherty of the
Miami Herald — Miami-Dade Mayor Giménez wants to see if existing
restaurant restrictions, an ongoing 10 p.m. curfew and a countywide
mask order help stabilize the county’s alarming COVID numbers before
forcing more businesses to close. Gimenez is under pressure on both
sides, with cities and restaurant groups criticizing last week’s ban on
indoor dining and Miami-Dade seeing much more coronavirus spread
and hospitalizations than when the county Mayor ordered all
nonessential businesses to close in March. “We’re not there yet. But
everything is on the table. I don’t think anyone on this call wants to take
that drastic step,” Gimenez said. “ ... Right now, I don’t have any
intention of going further.”


“This iconic Miami Beach hotel recently reopened. Coronavirus is
making it close again.” via Michelle Marchante of the Miami Herald —
After a reopening that lasted just three weeks, the iconic Clevelander
South Beach Hotel and Bar has closed its doors again because of
Florida’s rising number of COVID-19 cases. “Due to public health
concerns caused by COVID-19, we must regretfully inform you that we
will be closed until further notice,” reads a message on the hotel’s
website. “Given current conditions, we simply cannot ensure the safety
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and health of the people most important to us; our customers and our
employees. We are very sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.”
The hotel, located at 1020 Ocean Drive in Miami Beach, made a post
on Facebook last month announcing it had reopened with new COVID-
19 safety measures in place.


The iconic Cleavlander Hotel on Miami Beach has closed once again.


“After wave of younger COVID patients, older patients return to
Miami’s public hospitals” via Ben Conarck and Daniel Chang of the
Miami Herald — At Miami-Dade County’s public hospitals, weeks of
relative quiet in the COVID-19 units reversed course in mid-June, giving
way to younger-trending patients in a resurgence of the disease caused
by the novel coronavirus. Over the last week, it became apparent
throughout Jackson Health System that the increase in community
spread had reached those most vulnerable to the virus, people over the
age of 80. As of Monday, the hospital network had 65 such patients,
compared to 46 the previous Monday, and 34 on the one before that.


“eMerge Americas, Miami’s premier tech conference, postponed to
2021” via Rob Wile of the Miami Herald — eMerge Americas, South
Florida’s marquee annual tech conference, has been postponed to April
2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 2020 conference had
originally been slated for November. In an announcement late Friday,
organizers said uncertainty around the coronavirus made canceling the
2020 event unavoidable. “We are not taking a casual approach to the
acute risk that our global event may present,” said Felice Gorordo,
CEO of eMerge Americas, in a statement. “Although this is not the
outcome we hoped to confront, we remain wholeheartedly steadfast in
our commitment to the health and well-being of our community.”
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Assignment editors — Rep. Tina Polsky will join CDR Maguire,
GENETWORx Lab, and the City of South Bay to host a free COVID-19
walk-up testing site for residents over 18 years old, seniors only from 9
a.m.-noon, general public until noon-4 p.m., Old Firehouse Bay, South
Bay City Hall, 335 SW. Second Avenue, South Bay. All participants
must wear masks at the site and observe social distancing guidelines.
Tests are on a first-come-first-served basis.


“The Keys report a record number of new COVID-19 cases. It’s not
as bad as it seems, health official says” via Howard Cohen and
David Goodhue of the Miami Herald — The Florida Health Department
in the Keys reported 74 new cases of COVID-19 Saturday, which is the
highest ever reported in the island chain. But the number is not quite as
bad as it appears, according to Monroe County’s top health official. The
numbers reflect cases confirmed both Thursday and Friday, Robert
Eadie said. The reason all the cases weren’t reported Friday from
Thursday is Eadie, the administrator and health officer, gave the
department’s epidemiologist the day off. Still, he said he is concerned
by the number of people testing positive. The number of cases has
recently been climbing at a greater pace than they had been exhibiting
in the Keys when single-day cases would tend toward single-digit
growth and the death rate would hold steady for days at a time.


“Key West issues a stricter mandatory mask law as COVID-19
cases rise” via Gwen Filosa of the Miami Herald — The city of Key
West on Monday ordered everyone over age 6 to wear face coverings
whenever they leave their homes, even if they are able to maintain
social distancing outside. Violating the directive could lead to a
misdemeanor charge and possible jail time, city spokeswoman Alyson
Crean said. The order comes in response to the dramatic rise of
reported COVID-19 cases in the Florida Keys over the past several
days, including a record daily number over the weekend. People,
however, do not have to wear masks while in their cars or on their
boats, according to an exception in the new order.


“Key West could ban big cruise ships” via Cruise Industry News —
Megaships could be a distant memory in Key West, Florida, come 2021
as a referendum has been added to the November ballot that would
limit the size of ships calling. Three proposed amendments on the ballot
would restrict the size of ship, limit the number of guests disembarking
on a daily basis, and prioritize ships with “better” environmental and
public health records. The new rules would limit the number of guests
coming off ships to 1,500 a day. Ships with more than 1,300 guests
would not be allowed to disembark passengers in Key West.


  


“High testing effort yields high virus confirmations in Central


More local



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkjgtt-edrdjlhjd-th/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkjgtt-edrdjlhjd-th/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkjgtt-edrdjlhjd-tk/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkjgtt-edrdjlhjd-tk/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkjgtt-edrdjlhjd-tu/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkjgtt-edrdjlhjd-il/





Florida” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Another large batch of
COVID-19 test results returned Sunday yielded another large number of
newly-confirmed COVID-19 cases throughout Central Florida Monday.
Orange County logged another 936 COVID-19 cases in the latest report
from the Florida Department of Health compared with the report issued
24 hours earlier. Osceola County tallied 275 new case; Seminole
County, 237 new cases; and Volusia County, 167. For each of those,
and for Brevard and Lake Counties, which logged 141 and 128 new
cases respectively, the Monday report represented the highest totals of
new coronavirus cases reported on any Monday, a day which normally
provides results from a light return of tests, and, consequently, usually
the lowest totals of new virus cases recorded on any weekday.


Health care workers screen people at a drive-thru COVID-19 testing. Image via
AP.


“Rate of coronavirus cases in Orange drops below 11%” via Ryan
Gillespie of the Orlando Sentinel — The rate of positive coronavirus
tests in Orange County dipped below 11% on Monday for the second
day in a row, offering a glimmer of hope that the latest surge in new
cases could be starting to wane as officials said they continue to
monitor hospital staffing as the number of patients with COVID-19 rises.
The Florida Department of Health reported a rate of positive tests for
Sunday and Monday of 10% and 10.7%, respectively. Those rates
mean a downward trend in the percent of tests coming back positive is
holding steady for now in Orange County, where Walt Disney World just
reopened, an MLS tournament is underway and the NBA is about to
resume playing games.


“Orlando center only one in Florida to participate in COVID-19
vaccine study” via Stephen Hudak of the Orlando Sentinel — The
Orlando Immunology Center, best known for its treatment of HIV,
hepatitis and other viral illnesses, is the only infectious disease practice
in Florida selected by the National Institutes of Health to participate in a
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COVID-19 vaccine study. Sponsored by Oxford University and
pharmaceutical company AstraZeneca, the vaccine study aims to
evaluate about 30,000 subjects — about half those in the U.S. — at
high risk for COVID infection, including health care workers. Moderna,
Johnson & Johnson, Merck and Pfizer also have COVID-19 vaccine
clinical trials underway. The immunology center is among 33 sites in the
United States that will participate in the studies.


“After 11 minutes, Orange County closes CARES Act portal for
COVID-19 financial aid” via Joe Mario Pedersen of the Orlando
Sentinel — The county began accepting applications Monday at 8 a.m.
for a one-time $1,000 grant to assist residents affected by COVID-19,
but only to the first 10,000 applicants. By 8:11 a.m. the online
application was closed. The program, as provided by the CARES Act,
allows Orange County to invest $72.9 million into social services,
community and residential needs. “The application portal for the
Individual and Family Assistance Program has reached it 10,000-user
capacity. Applications are closed for July 13, in order to process
submitted applications,” Orange County tweeted eight minutes after the
portal’s closure.


“City of Jacksonville opens 1st of 3 new coronavirus testing sites”
via Ashley Harding, Emily Boyer and Jim Piggot of News4Jax — The
city of Jacksonville opened a new COVID-19 testing site and plans to
open two additional sites by the end of the week. And the city’s longest-
running and largest testing site, Lot J of TIAA Bank Field, will close on
Tuesday and reopen Wednesday at Regency Square. The new location
that opened Monday was inside Ed Austin Regional Park in East
Arlington. The next sites will open at the beach and Mandarin. The
operations will be a good boost for Jacksonville’s response to the
coronavirus pandemic, according to Mayor Lenny Curry. With the
added capacity from city-operated testing, as many as 5,000 people
can be tested for COVID-19 in Jacksonville every day.


“Hillsborough emergency group votes to extend mask order” via
C.T. Bowen and Charlie Frago of the Tampa Bay Times — Hillsborough
County extended its mask-wearing requirement Monday. “I think it’s
imperative upon us to keep going until we see these numbers go down
and we know that people are safe in our community,‘' said
Commissioner Sandy Murman. The 5-3 vote, the same as the previous
two weeks, came after the state reported Monday morning that
Hillsborough County’s caseload grew to 19,828, an increase of 678.
The dissenters were Sheriff Chad Chronister, School Board chair
Melissa Snively and the representative from Plant City, Vice Mayor
Nathan Kilton. People age 15 to 34 account for 44% of the aggregate
case total in Hillsborough County, but that age group showed a slight
downward trend in positive test results over the past seven days.


“BayCare to pause some non-urgent surgeries in Hillsborough,
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Polk counties” via Daisy Ruth of News Channel 8 — BayCare Health
System announced it will begin reducing the number of non-urgent
surgeries performed in hospitals in Hillsborough and Polk counties due
to the rising number of severely ill coronavirus patients. The temporary
change will be effective as of Thursday at 5 p.m. The change impacts
all six of BayCare’s Hillsborough hospitals and applies to three
hospitals in Polk County. All surgeries for life-threatening situations will
continue. BayCare’s effort will still allow many non-urgent surgeries and
procedures to continue.


“Tampa restaurant Ducky’s under fire after videos of unmasked
partygoers surface online” via Ray Roa of Creative Loafing —
Popular downtown Tampa sports bar and restaurant Ducky’s is in the
crosshairs of social media users, after a video shows crowds of
unmasked patrons dancing to the sounds of Joey Franchize on
Sunday. Some of the videos reshared on Franchize’s own Instagram
story show unmasked folks straight up doing the electric slide on the
dance floor at Ducky’s. Hillsborough businesses no longer face criminal
sanctions if their patrons don’t wear face masks so as long as the
businesses make “reasonable efforts” to enforce the county’s
mandatory indoor face mask policy. The Ducky’s videos also arrive as
bars that aren’t restaurants are barred from providing on-premises
consumption as part of DeSantis’ efforts to curb the latest uptick in
coronavirus cases.


A party at Ducky's Tampa shows a definite lack of coronavirus safety. Image via
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papipage/Instagram.


“Raymond James Stadium to receive $10.4 million for pandemic-
related upgrades” via Rick Stroud of the Tampa Bay Times — Fans
and event staff may feel safer attending USF and Bucs games at
Raymond James Stadium this fall. Approximately $10.4 million in
federal funding has been approved for upgrades to protect against the
spread of the coronavirus. More than 40 modifications, everything from
touch-free toilets and sinks, hand-sanitizing stations and removable
seat bottoms to assure social distancing, for use by the Tampa Sports
Authority are awaiting a vote by the Hillsborough County Commission
on Wednesday. The first of three phases should be completed by Oct.
31. Some NFL teams already have announced that they plan to play
with some fans in their stadiums.


“Collier physicians petition for mandatory mask ordinance due to
high community spread” via Liz Freeman of the Naples Daily News —
Physicians are calling on the Collier County Commission to enact a
mandatory face-covering ordinance Tuesday due to high community
spread of COVID-19. The Collier County Medical Society is circulating a
petition among its 650 members to support a face-covering ordinance in
indoor buildings that are open to the public. Physicians weighing in on a
mandatory mask policy adds a new wrinkle to the contentious debate
on the heels of the county’s Tourist Development Council voting 4-3 last
week to also ask the commission to look at the issue again. The
commission last debated a mask ordinance June 30 when it voted to
close beaches ahead of the Fourth of July holiday.


“Surge in coronavirus hospitalizations taking toll on Manatee
County EMS” via Allyson Henning of WFLA — Over the last several
weeks, hospitals in Manatee County have experienced an increase in
COVID-19 patients coming through their doors. That surge in
hospitalizations is taking a toll on other emergency services throughout
the county. Manatee County EMS Chief James Crutchfield says the
increase in hospitalizations has had an impact on the time it takes to
offload patients or move them from ambulances to ERs. “For the most
part, we are able to meet that except for the last couple of months with
COVID. We are continuously creeping up. We are going to 25 to 30
minutes,” said Chief Crutchfield.


“St. Lucie County makes wearing face masks mandatory in public”
via Keona Gardner of the TC Palm — Citing a growing number of cases
of the novel coronavirus, County Administrator Howard Tipton Monday
ordered individuals to wear face coverings in public, when not social
distancing, to slow the spread of the virus. “The cloth covering may not
protect the wearer, but it may protect the wearer from spreading the
disease,” Tipton said. “We can’t tell who is infected. We can’t look in a
crowd and say, 'That person should be wearing a mask.'” The order
goes into effect 8 a.m. Wednesday and will remain in effect for 30 days,
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county spokesman Erick Gill said.


St. Lucie County Administrator Howard Tipton is mandating masks in public.


“New trial using antibodies to attack coronavirus launches at
Sarasota Memorial Hospital” via Kerry Sheridan of WUSF —
Sarasota Memorial is the first hospital in Florida to begin a scientific trial
using an experimental antibody treatment to attack coronavirus.
Doctors hope the treatment, called REGN-COV2 and made by
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, will offer a new way to treat and possibly
prevent COVID-19. SMH infectious disease doctor Manuel Gordillo
said he is “very excited” about the trial, which began at Sarasota
Memorial Hospital as part of a wider multinational study. It is first being
tested in patients hospitalized with COVID-19 and who need oxygen.
Regeneron’s antibody treatment is grown in a lab, so its supply doesn’t
rely on human donations, like convalescent plasma, which doctors say
is running critically low.


“Windermere grilled cheese bar visited by state agents during
weekend rally against mask mandate” via Lisa Maria Garza and
Austin Fuller of the Orlando Sentinel — Patrons of a Windermere grilled
cheese bar chanted “don’t shut her down” as state agents investigated
possible violations of the state’s coronavirus restrictions during a
“freedom rally” held there Saturday. Video of the tense scene —
recorded by anti-mask mandate activists who compared the scene to
Nazi Germany — attracted national attention, the second time 33 &
Melt had caused an uproar on social media in recent months. The event
was billed by organizers as being held in a “mask free zone.” Owner
Carrie Hudson said about 30 patrons were inside the restaurant
Saturday when two agents from the state’s division of Alcoholic
Beverages and Tobacco arrived.
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“Trump’s attacks on Anthony Fauci and other experts reinforce
that he’d rather Americans be confused than concerned” via Philip
Bump of The Washington Post — What’s unusual about the White
House’s efforts to undermine Fauci, head of the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases and a leading voice on the novel
coronavirus pandemic, is that the only way in which Fauci has undercut
the President is by being honest about the moment. What Fauci has
done is make obvious both that the pandemic is as bad as it seems and
that there are ways in which it can be addressed, which at times conflict
with what Trump would like to see. White House officials now want to
rein in Fauci by cherry-picking instances in which they can take Fauci
out of context to use the uncertainties of the pandemic against him.


Corona nation
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Donald Trump's attacks on Anthony Fauci sows confusion among Americans.


“How many more Americans will die from COVID-19?” via Steve
Peoples of The Associated Press — The number of Americans dying
from COVID-19 is surging again. The daily death toll began falling in
mid-April, and it continued to fall, until about a week ago. Daily reported
deaths in the U.S. have increased from 578 two weeks ago to 664 on
July 10. The Trump administration has yet to offer any kind of
comprehensive, coordinated federal response. There was one
noteworthy change over the weekend, however: The President wore a
face mask in public for the first time.


“Coronavirus is coming for rural America” via Adam Minter of MSN
Money — Of the 10 U.S. counties with the highest number of recent
COVID-19 cases per resident, nine are nonmetropolitan areas with
populations under 50,000. There are several factors behind that surge,
including the prevalence of older populations, meat-processing plants
and communal living among immigrant labor forces. But what it adds up
to is a quietly growing crisis. For many of these rural communities,
confronting the coronavirus pandemic will require a lot more than
issuing stay-at-home orders and there won’t be much help from
Washington or anywhere else. Community-based solutions to COVID-
19 outbreaks are going to be increasingly important.


“Time to tell America’s dogs this arrangement won’t last forever”
via Arianne Cohen of Bloomberg — America’s pets are luxuriating in
dreamy, continual proximity to their owners. Well, not all. “Cats are
annoyed,” says William Berloni, who trains animals for the stage and
screen. Dogs are becoming “overly bonded,” which means they’re
intensely reliant on our presence to stay calm. Dogs signal this when
they can no longer self-soothe and panic after an owner leaves a room
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or, God forbid, the house. Incrementally reestablish your office workday
schedule, including when you’d walk, feed, play with, and be apart from
your dog to help your pet adjust to being alone again.


“Bottleneck for U.S. coronavirus response: The fax machine” via
Sarah Kliff and Margot Sanger-Katz of The New York Times — As hard
as the United States works to control coronavirus, it keeps running into
problems caused by its fragmented health system, a jumble of old and
new technology, and data standards that don’t meet epidemiologists’
needs. Public health officials and private laboratories have managed to
expand testing to more than half a million performed daily, but they do
not have a system that can smoothly handle that avalanche of results.
A frequently used method is the fax machine, a technology retained
because it complies with digital privacy standards for health information.
These reports often come in duplicate, go to the wrong health
department, or are missing crucial information such as a patient’s
phone number or address. The torrent of paper data led at least one
health department to request additional forces.


  


“U.S. budget deficit hits all-time high of $864 billion in June” via
Martin Crutsinger of The Associated Press — The federal government
incurred the biggest monthly budget deficit in history in June as
spending on programs to combat the coronavirus recession exploded
while millions of job losses cut into tax revenues. The Treasury
Department reported that the deficit hit $864 billion last month, an
amount of red ink that surpasses most annual deficits in the nation’s
history and is above the previous monthly deficit record of $738 billion
in April. That amount was also tied to the trillions of dollars Congress
has provided to cushion the impact of the widespread shutdowns that
occurred in an effort to limit the spread of the viral pandemic.


Corona economics
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The federal government incurred the biggest monthly budget deficit in history in
June 2020 as spending on programs to combat the coronavirus recession
exploded while millions of job losses cut into tax revenues. Image via AP.


“Fed, Treasury disagreements slowed start of Main Street Lending
Program” via Nick Timiraos and Kate Davidson of The Wall Street
Journal — Disagreements between leaders at the Federal Reserve and
Treasury Department in recent months slowed the start of their flagship
lending initiative for small and mid-size businesses, according to current
and former government officials. The differences centered on how to
craft the loan terms of their $600 billion Main Street Lending Program to
help support businesses through the early stages of the coronavirus
pandemic. Fed officials generally favored easier terms that would
increase the risk of the government losing money, while Treasury
officials preferred a more conservative approach, people familiar with
the process said. Treasury, which has put up $75 billion to cover
losses, resisted recent changes to relax loan terms.


“New Republican push for paid family leave in coronavirus
stimulus package” via Francesca Chambers of the Miami Herald —
Republican Sen. Bill Cassidy said he will repackage his paid family
leave proposal as a five-year pilot program in the hopes that it will pass
Congress this month as part of the coronavirus stimulus legislation.
Cassidy said parents have been strained during the pandemic and that
the paid family leave proposal could help ease some of their burdens.
The five-year pilot program is intended to help with the cost of day care
and other expenses and replace wages for new parents who take a
leave of absence from their jobs. The proposal would provide $5,000 in
advance on new parents’ child tax credits and reduce families’ tax
credits by $500 a year for 10 years, if they choose to participate.
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“Workers are pushed to the brink as they continue to wait for
delayed unemployment payments” via Eli Rosenberg of The
Washington Post — Four months into the worst recession since the
Great Depression, tens of thousands of workers across the country
have filed for jobless claims but have yet to receive payments. Many
are now in dire financial straits. The issue has spilled back into public
view in recent weeks, as thousands of frustrated workers awaiting
payments have camped out, sometimes overnight, in front of
unemployment offices. A flood of new jobless applications has
overwhelmed state unemployment offices over the past four months.
The agencies themselves are hampered by years of neglect.


“Tampa’s Straz Center lays off 34 employees, furloughs 32 more”
via Jay Cridlin of the Tampa Bay Times — The David A. Straz Jr.
Center for the Performing Arts laid off 34 employees at the end of June,
and put another 32 on furlough. The reductions follow 28 furloughs that
took place in March, at the start of the coronavirus pandemic. At least
one more layoff will take place in July. The Straz had informed the state
in May that a certain number of staff cuts were to be expected as
programming ceased throughout the summer. Officials now hope to
reopen in late 2020 or January, with its Broadway subscription series
tentatively launching in February.


  


“WHO head: There will be no return to the "old normal" in near
future” via Marisa Fernandez of Axios — World Health Organization
director-general Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus warned Monday that
"there will be no return to the 'old normal' for the foreseeable future,"
but that there is a "road map" for struggling countries to get the virus
under control. A record of 230,000 new cases of COVID-19 were
reported to the WHO on Sunday, as total infections approach 13 million
worldwide. About 80% of the new cases were reported from 10
countries, while 50% came from the U.S. and Brazil, the two worst-hit
countries in the world.


More corona
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WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus says we will not be
going back to the 'old normal' anytime soon.


“Two weeks then gone? Not even close, say doctors about
lingering effects of COVID-19” via Wendy Rhodes of The Palm Beach
Post — As the virus persists and researchers collect and analyze data,
theories are confirmed and denied, and “facts” are ever-changing. But
one thing on which medical experts worldwide now agree is that long-
term effects from COVID-19 on the liver, kidneys, brain, lungs, heart,
gastrointestinal tract and psyche could be very real for people of all
ages. Blood clots triggered by the virus can cause fingers to turn black
and “die,” patients can suffer extended bouts of debilitating exhaustion,
and immune system disorders can lead to organ failure or death after
the virus has left the body.


“Scientists hoped summer temperatures would tamp down COVID-
19 cases. What happened?” via Sarah Toy of The Wall Street Journal
— Studies have shown simulated sunlight can inactivate the virus on
surfaces and in the air, and one study found the virus deteriorates much
more quickly in warmer temperatures than in cool temperatures. Some
of the other coronaviruses that have long circulated in the population
tend to peak in colder months and wane in the summer months, and
some thought that summer heat and humidity could work to slow the
spread of COVID-19. After running their model under several different
scenarios, the researchers found that seasonal changes in climate
became an important factor in limiting viral spread only after a large part
of the population became immune to the virus.


“A race is on to make enough small glass vials to deliver
coronavirus vaccine around the world” via Christopher Rowland of
The Washington Post — As scientists race to test coronavirus vaccines
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in humans, a parallel scramble is underway to produce billions of
medical-grade vials and syringes that will be needed to inoculate the
world’s population. The job of delivering vaccine to a majority of
humans is so vast that global production of pharmaceutical vials needs
to be ramped up by 5% to 10% within two years, a job the industry says
requires immediate preparation and increases in production but is not
an insurmountable challenge. Governments and drug companies
around the world are placing huge orders worth hundreds of millions of
dollars and pushing the makers of vials and syringes to add
manufacturing capacity.


“Amid surging cases, California imposes a sweeping rollback of its
reopening plans.” via The New York Times — With coronavirus cases
surging in California, Gavin Newsom announced one of the most
sweeping rollbacks of any state’s reopening plans, saying Monday that
he would move to close indoor operations statewide for restaurants,
wineries, movie theaters, zoos and card rooms. Bars would be forced to
close all operations. The governor said that in at least 30 of the hardest-
hit counties, businesses would be forced to close indoor operations for
fitness centers, places of worship, noncritical offices, hair salons and
barbershops, and malls.


“Apple pessimistic on full 2020 return to U.S. offices, pushes retail
to work remote” via Mark Gurman of Bloomberg — Apple Inc. is
readjusting operations as COVID-19 cases continue to spike in the U.S.
and some other parts of the world. The Cupertino, California-based
technology giant is pushing retail staff to work remotely as the virus
forces the company to shut some of its stores again, according to a
video message sent to employees. It is also shipping COVID-19 test
kits to employees’ homes, and told staff in a memo that a full return to
U.S. offices won’t occur before the end of the year. In March, Apple
launched a program to let retail workers switch to online roles while
most of Apple’s stores were shut across the world. Of Apple’s 271 U.S.
retail locations, more than 90 have had to close again due to COVID-19
spikes.


“Entertainers promised to see us through the quarantine. Even
they are running out of steam.” via Geoff Edgers of The Washington
Post — In-person, live entertainment remains mostly mothballed until at
least 2021. That first, crushing wave of cancellations, in March,
spawned an informal network of free-streamers, from museum curators
and ballet dancers to Jeff Tweedy doing birthday requests from his
living room. They promised, through sometimes blurry feeds, that they
would be doing this “until we were back.” And then we weren’t, as the
curve carried on and talk turned to superspreaders and bleach.
Suddenly, what had seemed like a whim, a relief, a coping stopgap had
become a never-ending Zoom appointment.
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“Hong Kong Disneyland to close again on July 15 due to ‘third
wave’ of coronavirus cases” via WFLA — Hong Kong Disneyland
announced it will close its theme park on July 15 due to coronavirus
concerns. “As required by the government and health authorities in line
with prevention efforts taking place across Hong Kong, Hong Kong
Disneyland park will temporarily close from July 15,” Disney said in a
statement on Monday. The theme park closed back in January and
reopened to limited crowds on June 18. On Monday, 41 out of 52
coronavirus infections reported in Hong Kong were locally-transmitted
cases. Since July 6, Hong Kong has reported 250 new cases, with
Monday’s tally being the highest since March. Hong Kong recently
banned public gatherings of more than four and required face coverings
on public transport as the city battles an increase in COVID-19 cases.


Due to another outbreak, Hong Kong Disneyland will be closing a second time.


“No, really, your boss wants you to take vacation — now” via Matt
Grossman of The Wall Street Journal — After several challenging
months on the job during the coronavirus pandemic, businesses want
workers to use their paid time off to stave off burnout and avoid a year-
end vacation crunch. But with travel disruptions scuttling many summer
trips, not to mention employees’ stress about working from home for the
first time, fewer workers appear to be claiming vacation time this year.
Many companies’ vacation-time policies amount to “use it or lose it,” so
workers choosing not to take time off are essentially working for free.
Unused vacation time is logged as an accounting liability on corporate
balance sheets, so companies notice when it adds up.
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“Majority of Americans say race discrimination is a big problem in
the U.S.” via Eugene Scott of The Washington Post — More than 65%
of the public says racial and ethnic discrimination is a big problem in the
United States. In many ways, this moment appears to be one of the
most revealing about how Americans are responding to racism in recent
history. And to many Americans, if activists are to be given credit for
helping Americans recognize the breadth of this country’s racism
problem, Trump is responsible for making matters worse. Most
Americans, 62%, say the President’s handling of the protests in
response to the country’s racial issues has made situations worse.


“Confederate symbolism in the military stretches far beyond flags,
base names” via Michael R. Gordon of The Wall Street Journal —
From National Guard battle streamers to the names of ships and streets
on military bases, tributes to the Confederacy are common. While many
are decades old, some have turned up in more recent U.S. wars,
including patches worn by National Guard soldiers in Afghanistan that
commemorate an Alabama regiment that fought against Union forces in
the Civil War. “All of this Confederate heraldry and nomenclature needs
a close look,” said Sean MacFarland, a retired three-star Army general.
After the Republican-led Senate Armed Services Committee last month
approved a measure that would strip the names of Confederate
commanders from the bases, Trump vowed to veto the legislation.


Smoldering
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Confederate names are prevalent throughout the military, beyond bases and
flags.


“CDC employees call out agency's 'toxic culture of racial
aggressions'” via Selena Simmons-Duffin of NPR — More than 1,000
current employees at the CDC have signed a letter calling for the
federal agency to address "ongoing and recurring acts of racism and
discrimination" against Black employees. In the letter, addressed to
CDC Director Robert Redfield and dated June 30, the authors put their
call for change in the context of the coronavirus pandemic's
disproportionate impact on Black people. The letter offers a rare
glimpse inside a famously opaque federal agency, where career staff
often work for decades and information is carefully filtered to the public
through the press office.


“LeBron James won’t wear social justice message on Lakers
jersey” via Greg Beacham of The Associated Press — James says his
thoughts on social justice can’t be contained on the back of a basketball
jersey. The Los Angeles Lakers superstar won’t wear one of the NBA-
approved social justice messages on the back of his jersey when the
NBA resumes competition later this month in the Orlando bubble. The
35-year-old superstar has a long history of social involvement and
advocacy for progressive causes. James speaks frequently of what he
feels is a responsibility to campaign for positive social change from his
powerful position in sports and pop culture.


“Atlanta Braves not changing name, looking at 'chop' celebration”
via ESPN — The Atlanta Braves said in an email to season-ticket
holders Sunday that they will not be changing their nickname but will
take a further look at the future of the tomahawk chop. The email was
shared on Twitter by Paul Lukas, a journalist who runs the Uni Watch
blog. He received it from a Braves season-ticket holder. The Braves
confirmed the contents of the email when contacted by ESPN. "The
Atlanta Braves honors, respects and values the Native American
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community," the letter says in part. "As an organization, we have
always drawn strength from our diversity and respect for everyone. That
will never change. The Washington Redskins and Cleveland Indians
are among the highest-profile teams considering a name change.


“Florida lawyers organization wants mural showing KKK removed
from Baker County Courthouse” via Teresa Stepzinski of The Florida
Times-Union — The Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers is
calling for the immediate removal of a mural containing a depiction of
Ku Klux Klan riders from the Baker County Courthouse in Macclenny.
The statewide organization with 1,200-plus members says the Baker
County Courthouse mural, which depicts KKK riders, is “a reprehensible
reminder of an unjust and racist past in our area.” The association is
calling on Chief Judge James P. Nilon of the 8th Judicial Circuit —
which includes Baker County — to order the immediate removal of the
entire 135-square foot mural. The mural, located prominently inside the
courthouse in Macclenny, was painted 19 years ago with the intention
of illustrating significant events in the history of the small, rural county.


“Clearwater is latest local city to discuss adopting body cameras
for police” via Tracey McManus of the Tampa Bay Times — The
Clearwater City Council is revisiting the question of whether to adopt
police body cameras, with a work session discussion scheduled for
Monday, and if the program is advanced, a vote on Thursday. Ahead of
their first discussion on the topic, the five council members are split on
their support for body cameras, while weighing the potential for more
accountability with the cost and public records burden. Council member
Mark Bunker has been a vocal proponent of adopting the system,
arguing it can protect officers from false complaints and also provide a
way to hold officers who act unlawfully accountable.
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Clearwater Council member Mark Bunker has been a vocal proponent of
bodycams for police.


“Council member felt threatened by message from St. Petersburg
police union chief” via Josh Solomon of the Tampa Bay Times — On
the eighth day of protests in St. Petersburg, police officer and union
President Jonathan Vazquez sent a text message to council members.
Officers and executive staff, he wrote, “ALL wanted to let the elected
officials and stakeholders in the city know they see who is standing with
and supporting the police and those who are NOT supporting the
police. Actions speak louder then (sic) words.” Vazquez said they all
supported those peacefully protesting. Most Council members who
responded to the text message did so positively, replying with words of
encouragement.


  


“China sanctions Marco Rubio for criticism” via The Associated
Press — China said it will impose sanctions on three U.S. lawmakers


D.C. matters
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and one ambassador in response to similar actions taken by the U.S.
last week against Chinese officials over alleged human rights abuses
against Muslims in the Xinjiang region. U.S. Senators Rubio and
Ted Cruz, Rep. Chris Smith and Ambassador for Religious Freedom
Sam Brownback were targeted, as was the Congressional-Executive
Commission on China. The four have been critical of the ruling
Communist Party’s policies toward minority groups and people of faith.
The U.S. prohibited any property transactions by Americans with four
senior Chinese officials and barred three of them from entering the U.S.
There was no indication that any of the sanctioned Americans had
plans to travel to China.


“Rubio says surge from ‘people behaving like people’” via the News
Service of Florida — Rubio, said Congress is close to a relief package
aimed at small businesses while pointing to “negative news” about the
pandemic affecting travel to areas moving toward reopening. Rubio also
anecdotally attributed the increase in COVID-19 cases to a natural
desire of people to interact with others. “I don't think there's any
evidence that restaurants or Disney World, which is an outdoor setting,
or beaches or parks, are the cause of this surge. I think the surge is
coming from people behaving like people. And that's what makes a
virus like this so problematic. It asks us not to do what comes natural to
us, and that is [to] interact with other human beings.”


Marco Rubio said the spread of COVID-19 is based on people acting naturally.


“Officials look to bolster supplier of COVID-19 drug” via Christine
Sexton of the News Service of Florida — Rubio said he had received
reports from several Florida hospitals in the previous 24 hours about a
potential shortage of a key drug that has been used to help patients
battling COVID-19. “I am in contact with federal officials in hopes of
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addressing this matter immediately,” Rubio said in a statement posted
on Twitter. Rubio’s remarks came as DeSantis told reporters at a Miami
news conference that a supply of remdesivir had been sent to several
hospitals across the state. DeSantis did not specify where the supply
came from, though New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said he was
sending a shipment to Florida.


“Debbie Wasserman Schultz pitches new spending panel on
equity, justice, diversity” via Caitlin Emma of POLITICO Florida —
Wasserman Schultz unveiled a plan to create a spending advisory
panel on equity and justice as she vies for the leadership of the House
Appropriations Committee, saying she wants to "help address a long-
standing crisis that has been given new urgency: systemic racism,
bigotry, and injustice." She said House appropriators are faced with “a
rare window“ to tackle reforms as demonstrations roil nationwide
against police brutality and racial injustice. The program would review
federal programs and presidential budget requests to “identify ongoing
inequities in communities of color and historically marginalized
communities,” she wrote.


  


DeSantis’ Supreme Court pick draws legal challenge — Democratic
Rep. Geraldine Thompson is challenging DeSantis’ appointment of
Palm Beach County Circuit Judge Renatha Francis to the Florida
Supreme Court, Gary Fineout of POLITICO Florida reports. In a lawsuit,
Thompson says the Supreme Court Judicial Nominating Commission
exceeded its authority in nominating Francis. DeSantis appointed
Francis to the high court in May, but it will not go into effect until Sept.
24 due to the constitutional requirement that requires justices to have
been members of the Florida Bar for 10 years.


Statewide
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Ron DeSantis' choice of Renatha Francis to the state Supreme Court is drawing a
legal challenge.


Happening today — The 1st District Court of Appeal will hear video
oral arguments in a challenge to the 2011 state law that would impose
tough penalties if city and county officials approve gun regulations. The
state is asking the appeals court to overturn a circuit judge’s ruling that
parts of the law were unconstitutional, 9 a.m., 1dca.org/Oral-
Arguments/Live-Video-Oral-Arguments.


“’Marsy’s Law,’ public records law clash in police case” via Dara
Kam of the News Service of Florida — The city of Tallahassee and
media organizations tried to persuade a circuit judge that a 2018
constitutional amendment aimed at protecting victims’ rights does not
allow police officers involved in use-of-force incidents to keep their
identities secret. The arguments came in a lawsuit filed by the Florida
Police Benevolent Association asserting that the constitutional
amendment known as “Marsy’s Law” applies to Tallahassee police
officers “John Doe 1” and “John Doe 2.” While the case was filed on
behalf of the two officers against the city, it has exposed a broader
conflict between two Florida constitutional amendments: Marsy’s Law
and a decades-old government-in-the-sunshine amendment that
established one of the nation’s broadest public-records laws.


“Five years in, Gardiner Scholarship Program still growing” via
Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — The state scholarship program for
special needs students has experienced steady growth over the past
several academic years, according to a new report from scholarship
administrating organization Step Up For Students. The brainchild of
former Senate President Andy Gardiner, the Gardiner Scholarship
Program was rolled out ahead of the 2014-15 academic year. The
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Florida Legislature created the program to give families of students with
physical or cognitive disabilities the resources to design an educational
curriculum tailored to their needs. In its first year, the program provided
about 1,500 scholarships. A small but noticeable trend over the
program’s lifetime: the percentage of scholarship recipients who are
home-schooled has climbed from just under 30% in year one to 34%
today.


“Daphne Campbell falsely says she’s ‘never’ been a party to a civil
lawsuit” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Campbell recently told the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel she had “never” been a party to a civil
lawsuit. A simple search of the Miami-Dade County Courts website
shows that’s not true. Campbell made the claim as part of a candidate
questionnaire series she completed as she runs in the Senate District
35 contest. As part of that late June questionnaire, Campbell was
asked, “Have you ever been a plaintiff or a defendant in a civil action,
including bankruptcy or foreclosure, or had a restraining order issued
against you? If so, please explain.” Campbell replied, “Never.” The
Miami-Dade County Courts website lists 10 different cases where
Campbell was a named party. In nine of those 10 cases, Campbell was
listed as the defendant, meaning she was the one being sued.


“Broward teachers union changes mind on endorsing former
Sheriff Scott Israel” via Scott Travis of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel
— The Broward Teachers Union rescinded its recommendation that
members vote to reinstate Israel as county sheriff after he was
removed from office for failures in the Parkland school shooting that
killed 17. Union leaders decided not to endorse in the sheriff’s race after
hearing complaints about Israel, especially from Parkland area teachers
who were angered by his department’s response to the shooting at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. “This was not intended to
have people upset,” union President Anna Fusco said Monday. “We
heard our members speak up and we will continue to make sure we
start schools safe Aug. 19 and not have social media screams about
the sheriff’s race. BTU is too busy for that.”


“Edward Waters College to become a university following budget
windfall” via Anna Savo-Matthews of The Florida Times-Union —
Edward Waters College, the first historically Black college in Florida, is
on its way to becoming a university. President A. Zachary Faison Jr.,
who declined interview requests, recently announced at a news
conference with DeSantis that the college has received much more in
state funding than expected. The 2020-2021 state legislative budget
allocated an additional $3.5 million to Edward Waters for a $6.4 million
total. “This is truly transformative,” Faison said at the time. The college
has announced it intends to expand its program offerings and ultimately
become a university with the creation of its first graduate-level program,
a master’s degree in business administration.
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Edward Waters College is getting an upgrade to university.


“NRA lobbyist Marion Hammer to face ethics commission hearing”
via Dani Christensen of Florida Bulldog — Hammer faces a probable
cause hearing next week before the Florida Commission on Ethics
regarding her failure to disclose hundreds of thousands of dollars in
payments from the National Rifle Association. State Sen. Perry
Thurston, filed sworn complaints about Hammer with the Florida
Senate and the ethics commission in May 2019. State law says the fine
for late reports is “$50 per day per report for each late day up to a
maximum of $5,000 per late report.” Hammer, however, wasn’t fined or
otherwise disciplined. Instead, the lawyer told her to amend only four
years of lobbyist registration records to show that she was employed by
the “lobbying firm” Unified Sportsmen of Florida to represent the NRA
before the Legislature. Hammer, who complied, is Unified Sportsmen’s
$110,000-a-year executive director.


“‘She kept us safe’: Requiem for Margo Lawson, guardian angel to
Miami opioid users” via Romina Ruiz-Goiriena of the Miami Herald
—  Lawson died clean. She was 48 years old. After living on the streets
of Overtown for more than a decade, she had beaten impossible odds;
stopped using drugs, moved from a shelter into an apartment with
another sober friend and kept a job. She was weeks away from her
dream coming true: being hired by UM Jackson to work as a peer
advocate at the first legal needle exchange in the American South.
Then, she suffered a massive heart attack and was taken off life
support on June 19. “For a lot of people, all they need is a head start.
It’s that first step,” Lawson said in an interview with the Miami Herald
early last month.
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“Trump’s reelection operation hires 1,500 field staffers” via Zeke
Miller of The Associated Press — The Republican National Committee
and Trump’s campaign say they have now hired 1,500 field staffers,
aiming to convert their financial advantage over Democrats into votes in
November. Trump Victory, the joint field effort of the two organizations,
announced the hiring of an additional 300 staffers set to hit 20 target
states by Wednesday in the largest field operation ever mounted by a
Republican. The goal is to turn out votes on behalf of Republicans up
and down the ticket this fall. The Trump team says it is on pace to
eclipse the 2.2 million volunteer total that helped reelect President
Barack Obama in 2012.


“Why Joe Biden has his eye on Karen Bass” via Edward-Isaac
Dovere of The Atlantic — Now, much to Bass’s surprise, Biden’s team
is taking her seriously as a potential vice-presidential running mate.
One theory is that she’s being vetted to help Biden win favor with the
Congressional Black Caucus, which she chairs. Another is that Biden is
trying to use the process to elevate as many Black women as he can.
Yet another is that he’s looking to distract people from speculating
about some of the more likely choices. Bass has a low-key manner in
place of Kamala Harris’s searing speeches, and pointy glasses in
place of Val Demings’s dress blues, but she was the one House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi put in charge when it came to actually write the
police-reform bill.


2020
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Joe Biden is giving Kern Bass a serious look as VP.


“Biden builds 5-point lead over Trump in red Texas as some voters
sour on handling of virus” via Robert T. Garrett of The Dallas Morning
News — Biden has built a five-point lead over Trump in Texas as
unease over Trump’s handling of the coronavirus pandemic mounts.
Biden had 46% support to Trump’s 41%. If the general election were
held today, the outcome could depend on the 14% of voters who were
undecided or named someone else. The story behind Biden’s slight
bulge is the softening of the Republican incumbent’s support among
independents and “weak partisans.”


“Florida Republican mail fliers push mail-in ballots, even as Trump
bashes them” via Gray Rohrer of the Orlando Sentinel — Despite
Trump’s continued railing against voting by mail, his fellow Republicans
in Florida are continuing to encourage GOP and no party affiliation
voters to request mail ballots. Fliers from the Republican Party of
Florida started showing up in mailboxes last week, showing a tweet
from Trump stating that “Absentee ballots are fine. A person has to go
through a process to get and use them.” The flier urges voters to
request a vote-by-mail ballot, but it blurs the rest of the tweet. The
blurred part states, “Mail-In Voting, on the other hand, will lead to the
most corrupt Election is USA history. Bad things happen with Mail-Ins.
Just look at Special Election in Patterson, New Jersey 19% of Ballots a
FRAUD!”


“Florida Democrats embrace vote-by-mail while Republicans, led
by Trump, shy away” via Erin Doherty of the Miami Herald — With
Trump continuing his attacks on voting by mail, tweeting last week just
before his visit to Miami that voting by mail is a “formula for RIGGING
an Election,” a new CBS poll and data from the Florida Division of
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Elections indicate fewer Republicans than Democrats in the President’s
home state are planning to cast their ballots from home. The state
elections office data shows Democrats with a more than 400,000-voter
advantage over Republicans in vote-by-mail enrollment in the state.
Republicans, who had all but perfected the art of sending in mail votes
after the state created no-excuse mail voting in 2002, are increasingly
shifting back toward Election Day voting.


“Ready or not: Election costs soar in prep for virus voting” via
Andrew Taylor and Christina A. Cassidy of The Associated Press —
The pandemic has sent state and local officials scrambling to prepare
for an election like few others, an extraordinary endeavor during a
presidential contest, as virus cases rise across much of the U.S. long-
promised federal aid to help cash-starved states cope is stalled on
Capitol Hill. The money would help pay for transforming the age-old
voting process into a pandemic-ready system. Central to that is the
costs for printing mail-in ballots and postage. There are also costs to
ensure in-person voting is safe with personal protective equipment, or
PPE, for poll workers, who tend to be older and more at risk of getting
sick from the virus, and training for new workers. Pricey machines are
needed to quickly count the vote.


Happening today — Jill Biden, the wife of Democratic presidential
candidate Biden, joins U.S. Rep. Mucarsel-Powell for an online event to
discuss issues affecting the Latino community, 6:30 p.m. Members of
the public can register at mobilize.us/joebiden/event. Members of the
media may register at docs.google.com.


  


“Republican Party officials still plan to attend their convention in
Florida, an epicenter of the virus.” via The New York Times — More
than a dozen Republican National Committee members from across the
country said in interviews that they were still planning to attend the
party’s convention next month in Florida, despite the surge in cases.
Several of the RNC members interviewed are planning to first go to
Charlotte, where the party’s delegates will conduct much of their official
business, before relocating to Jacksonville for the big party so desired
by Trump. While a handful of Republican senators who are occasionally
skeptical of Trump have announced they won’t go to Jacksonville, there
is very little appetite among party regulars to slim the festivities to less
than the planned three nights or switch to a virtual convention.


Convention countdown
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“John Rutherford’s reelection hopes backed up by $700K on hand”
via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics — In fundraising through the end
of June, the second-term Republican was able to claim $701,000 on
hand, after raising nearly $191,000 through 2020s second quarter.
Rutherford represents Florida’s 4th Congressional District, which
centers around Jacksonville, including Nassau County and parts of
Duval and St. Johns counties. Of note, the Congressman has a
fundraiser later this week that apparently is still going ahead, despite
people at a fundraiser last week for Florida House candidates in Ponte
Vedra having been exposed to a COVID-19 positive patient. The
Congressman does face a primary election. Dr. Erick Aguilar, as of
this writing, has yet to file data for the second quarter of 2020.


“Ryan Chamberlin shows some ‘fire’ in his first TV ad” via Drew
Wilson of Florida Politics — Chamberlin, a Marion County Republican,
launched his first ad titled “Fire.” The 30-second spot pushes back on
media criticism of Trump and those who support him. “Aren’t you tired


More from the trail
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of the arrogant self-righteousness? The media calls us idiots for
supporting President Trump. Racists for saying all lives matter. Bigots
for securing the border. And they think every one of us is carrying a
gun. Can’t imagine why,” Chamberlin says as his wife brings him his
gun. “I’m Ryan Chamberlin, and I approve this message because I’m
tired of Congress being run by America-hating socialists. Let’s fire
Nancy Pelosi. And keep America great. One nation under God,” he
concludes.


To watch, click on the image below:


New Scott Franklin ad hammers Ross Spano for ‘criminal’
investigations — Republican Franklin is releasing a new ad that
attacks incumbent Spano, also a Republican, for several ongoing
ethics investigations over questionable campaign financing. Franklin is
primarying Spano in Florida’s 15th Congressional District. In the 60-
second “Spano Incompetent Corrupt,” a narrator asks: “Why is Ross
Spano under criminal investigation by the Department of Justice?”
Following that is Spano trying to explain (and stammering) how he “took
a loan from friends” which was then lent to his campaign. “That’s a
federal crime,” the narrator responds. “Spano engineered an illegal
contribution … to win an election.”


To watch the ad, click on the image below:
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“Dane Eagle’s first TV ad draws contrast to untested self-funders”
via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Eagle suggests Southwest Florida
avoid electing someone based solely on slick television ads. He makes
the point in a new video reaching Fox News viewers. The TV spot
stresses the Congressional candidate’s current role as House Majority
Leader in the Florida Legislature. And he does so with footage of Trump
dropping the title at the Israeli American Council National Summit. The
ad also closes with Trump saying “Thank you, Dane.” The bulk of the
ad stresses the need for an experienced policymaker representing
Florida’s 19th Congressional District. “I’m running for Congress
because experience matters,” Eagle says in the ad.


“Tina Polsky, Irv Slosberg to launch bids to replace Kevin Rader in
SD 29” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Rader announced he would
forego a second term, Polsky and Slosberg say they are stepping in to
mount a run for the Senate District 29 seat. Polsky’s announcement
includes endorsements from Rader, Sen. Lori Berman and Broward
County Commissioner Mark Bogen. Polsky is wrapping her freshman
term in the House after winning the House District 81 seat in 2018. That
district largely overlaps with SD 29, making Polsky in some ways a
natural fit to attempt a transition into the now-open contest. As Rader
publicly announced his decision Tuesday morning, he included a
statement pushing Polsky to drop her House bid and file for the SD 29
contest.


— “Meet Jessica Harrington, a Democrat running for House
District 64” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


“Fiona McFarland unrolls new ad, Charles Hines endorsement” via
Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Sarasota Republican McFarland
rolled out a new television ad and an endorsement from County
Commissioner Hines. McFarland’s ad, part of a major air buy ahead of
the Aug. 18 primary, describes McFarland as “fresh, bold, Republican
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leadership.” The area newcomer is stressing her candidacy as a new
face for local politics. She’s running against Sarasota County Charter
Review Board member Donna Barcomb and attorney Jason Miller,
who also ran in 2018, in the Republican primary for House District 72.
The video hits on current events like police issues and economic
recovery.


To watch, click on the image below:


  


— Republican HD 27 candidate Webster Barnaby made a $1,890 buy
to put his ads on A&E, AMC, the Food Network, Fox News, The History
Channel and TLC in front of AT&T TV customers in Volusia County. A
second buy, ringing in at $6,363, adds in the Golf Channel, Hallmark
Channel and TV Land. Both flights run from July 11-17 and combine to
637 airings.


— Republican HD 59 candidate Michael Owen shelled out $15,846 for
ad time on Fox News on Spectrum in east Hillsborough. It covers 99
spots and runs July 10-23.


— Republican HD 120 candidate Rhonda Rebman Lopez dropped
$23,232 for up to 352 ad spots to air on Fox Business, Fox News and
HGTV in the Homestead and Key West Markets. The buy covers July
10 through Aug. 18.


Coming to a TV near you
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“DeSantis should lead or get out of the way on coronavirus” via the
Editorial Board of the Orlando Sentinel — If Coronavirus were a
hurricane, it seemed to reach Category 5 status over the weekend.
More than ever, Florida needs decisive, resolute guidance to get
through this storm. Instead, Ron DeSantis continues to muddle and
spin his way through. For every good move, there have been too many
missteps. That’s not the sole reason Florida has become the epicenter
of the COVID-19 pandemic. We don’t need panic, but we do need an
appropriate sense of urgency. DeSantis instead continues to
rationalize, pass the buck to local officials, personalize criticism, send
mixed messages and generally fail to convey the gravity of the
situation.


Top opinion


  


“Biden is the wrong choice to lead the West through Cold War 2.0”


Opinions
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via Hugh Hewitt of The Washington Post — The central issue of the
current campaign ought to be the nature and ambitions of the Chinese
Communist Party, its reckless disregard for the world in the early stages
of the coronavirus outbreak, its repression of Hong Kong, what may be
genocidal treatment of the Uighurs and its plans to dominate not just
the South China Sea but the international order for decades to come.
The left has long liked to attack conservatives for a supposed lack of
intelligence and sophistication, along with alleged warmongering and
other crimes. Former secretary of defense Robert Gates famously
wrote in 2014 that Biden “been wrong on nearly every major foreign
policy and national security issue over the past four decades.”


“Mom and dad, send your kids to school. Dr. DeSantis knows best”
via Carl Hiaasen of the Tampa Bay Times — In many places where the
virus is thriving, school administrators have been working on hybrid
plans for restarting with a mix of online studies and socially distanced
attendance. Last week Trump trotted out seldom-seen Education
Secretary DeVos for a conference call to pressure governors, saying
hybrid systems developed for the pandemic don’t work and are
unacceptable. The administration of DeSantis ordered that all brick-
and-mortar public and charter schools be operating five days a week in
August. While the decree sounds firm, local districts have the power to
override it.


“Why Fauci should quit” via Joel Mathis of The Week — It is time for
Fauci to quit the government. Indeed, resigning might be the best thing
he can do for the country's public health, not to mention his own dignity.
Fauci's presence on the coronavirus task force and, often, at the
podium in the White House press room offered reassurance to
Americans that Trump was taking expert advice. The President has
evidently given up on battling the pandemic, choosing instead to
declare victory even as cases and deaths surge across the country.
Trump and his allies have chosen to discredit Fauci instead of listen to
him, sending a list of his errors to journalists and publicly criticizing him.
Fauci said that he had not briefed Trump for two months. The White
House has also reportedly prevented him from making appearances on
TV.
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Florida’s Department of Health reports 12,624 new cases of
coronavirus, with 35 more fatalities — and Gov. DeSantis faced his first
heckler at a coronavirus news conference.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— If you listened to Monday’s show, you heard the Gov. say it's safe to
reopen schools because he “thinks” kids don’t spread coronavirus.
Perhaps he should think again. Sunrise talks to an actual doctor who
says that’s just plain wrong.


— Officials in South Florida are getting anxious; who can blame them?
Florida has become the new epicenter of COVID-19 and Miami-Dade is
the epicenter of Florida. And many of them blame DeSantis.


— As Florida’s record-setting COVID-19 spike continues, the
Governor’s team is resisting any suggestion to roll back the reopening


Today's Sunrise
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or go into another lockdown. But a new study out of Harvard suggests
most of Florida should be shutting down again.


—And in the race to replace Republican Rep. Frances Rooney in
Florida’s 19th Congressional District, Jacob Ogles — who is covering
the race in Southwest Florida — shares some insights.


— Finally, the latest with Florida Man, who said he was on “a mission”
when he rammed a church with a minivan and tried to burn it down.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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  Aloe
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“ZooTampa animals, staff to be featured on Nat Geo Wild series”
via Adria Iraheta of Bay News 9 — ZooTampa will be featured on Nat
Geo WILD’s Secrets of the Zoo series Sunday evening. After shutting
down for several months due to COVID-19, the animals are happy to
see new faces, especially with the renewed interest. "Secrets of the
Zoo: Tampa" will shine a spotlight on the animals and the staff working
tirelessly to keep them safe. “It takes you behind the scenes, anywhere
from births to emergency medical care to general and the relationships
that we build [with the animals],” said animal care manager Roni
Burgess.


ZooTampa animals are so glad to see visitors again, they will be featured on Nat
Geo WILD’s Secrets of the Zoo. Image via ZooTampa.


“Disney Store `will not reopen’ at St. Johns Town Center” via
Teresa Stepzinski of The Florida Times-Union — The Disney store at
St. Johns Town Center apparently is no longer part of the entertainment
giant’s retail business kingdom. A sign on the front door Monday stated:
“This Disney store location will not reopen,” reported WJCT News, a
Times-Union news partner. But it’s still listed on the mall’s directory and
on the company’s website, though the photo is from another location.
And the store’s telephone voicemail message Monday instructed
people to call back later, or shop online. It doesn’t mention the closure.
Opened in 2014, the Disney store is the most closure at the regional
shopping center. Microsoft announced June 25 it was closing its
storefronts companywide including the one at 4791 River City Drive in
Town Center.


  


Happy birthday to Melanie Bostick of Liberty Partners of Tallahassee,
Justin Homburg, Holly Tomlin, and Mike Vasilinda.


Happy birthday
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Dear Public Health Official, 
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The date is July 1, 2020, and the world  is suffering from a global pandemic  unseen
for over 100 years.  We at Envision2bWell, with the hopes of containing and
remediating the spread of COVID-19, look to you our Subject Matter Experts and
Key Opinion Leaders in the field of  Public Health, for your input and expertise in
helping to drive the continued development of a technology platform to aid in the
tracking of symptoms and tracing of individuals. 


The team at Envision2bWell is extremely grateful for your service and
leadership during this pandemic. In order to support your ongoing efforts, we would
value your input on a brief 6 question survey by Friday, July 10, 2020 so
that, together, we can continue to develop innovative solutions to the COVID-19
crisis. 


In appreciation for your time to complete the survey and for your candid insights,
Envision2bWell will graciously give you a 30-day free trial to the Envision2bWell app
for your personal use. You will receive an offer code via email for your free trial
within one week of the survey closing. 


Thank you in advance for helping us deliver the next generation of tools
that can help public health professionals contain this and other diseases.  If you
have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 


Envision2bWell, 


Julia Deupree 


Program Manager, Health & Wellness Alliances 
844-473-4748 EXT: 703 
juliadeupree@envision2bwell.io 
www.envision2bwell.io 


 


TAKE SURVEY


Survey powered by SurveyMonkey
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COVID-19 Media Clips
Evening Edition


Tuesday, June 16, 2020
 
STATE HIGHLIGHTS


COVID-19 Task Force E-lert: Reopening Florida's Schools – 3:55 PM EDT © Gray Robinson
Last week, Governor Ron DeSantis and Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran
released Reopening Florida's Schools and the CARES Act, a measured approach to a
healthy and safe re-opening of Florida's schools in the fall. Read More
 


Florida School Re-Opening Guidelines Focus On Safety, Closing Learning Gaps – The
Center for Finance – 1:32 PM EDT © No Limits
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis announced a plan Thursday that would open K-12 schools in
August “at full capacity,” a critical step he says is necessary to stabilize the economy and
close an achievement gap widened during the pandemic.. Read More


 
Florida Extends Mandatory Quarantine for Visitors Entering from the New York Tri-State
Area – 2:54 PM EDT © Elly and Caroline’s Magical Disney Moments
According to the Florida Department of Health, Governor Ron DeSantis has officially
extended the travel restrictions indefinitely on all travelers flying or driving from New
York, New Jersey, and Connecticut. Read More
 


Jacksonville mayor says data does not show COVID-19 cases are on the rise here  – 12:55
PM EDT © First Coast news


"As reports of positive cases have come in the past few days, my team and  I have
heard the concerns of many residents who fear that the virus may be on the rise,"
Curry said. "That is not the story the data is telling us so I want to help put some of
those fears to rest today." Read More


 
PRINT NEWS ACROSS THE STATE


COVID-19 cases on rise in Keys, KW – 4:36 PM EDT © The Key West Citizen
Coronavirus Florida: As cases go up, ICU beds go down – 4:16 PM EDT © The Palm Beach
Post
Hendry County is a COVID-19 hot spot, health pros confident community will pull through
– 4:15 PM EDT © WINK TV
Orange County health officials seeks $530,000 in CARES Act funding to hire more
coronavirus contact tracers – 3:12 PM EDT © Click Orlando
Downtown St. Pete restaurant closes amid COVID-19 concerns – 2:58 PM EDT © ABC
Action News
School Board meeting preview: Coronavirus task force, charter school renewal – 2:33 PM
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EDT © Tallahassee Democrat
State moratorium on evictions coming to an end Tuesday – 2:17 PM EDT © One News
Page
Nine more cases added in Suwannee County – 2:16 PM EDT © Suwannee Democrat
As COVID-19 Cases Rise, Mayor Curry Says Jacksonville Has ‘Flattened The Curve’ – 2:02
PM EDT © WJCT
Officials raise concerns about Palm Beach COVID-19 cases as county delays rental
reopening – 1:58 PM EDT © Florida Politics
Brevard County Leaders Provide New Recommendations After Recent Spike in COVID-19
Cases – 1:47 PM EDT © Space Coast Daily
Coronavirus on the rise: Hillsborough County exceeds 4,000 cases as Pinellas sees higher
mortality rate – 1:46 PM EDT © Florida Politics
Coronavirus update: One more death in Gadsden County – 1:37 PM EDT © Tallahassee
Democrat
No such thing as a free lunch: Free public transport cost $110m during Covid-19 – 1:36 PM
EDT © One News Page
CORONAVIRUS: Destin, FWB, Crestview see rise in cases, statewide 55 more deaths – 1:27
PM EDT © The Destin Log
Miami Pauses Reopening Process After Coronavirus Cases Spike – 1:24 PM EDT © Travel
Pulse
Questions Remain About Reopening Florida Agencies’ Offices – 1:22 PM EDT © One News
Page
New COVID-19 outbreaks force Florida bars closed but Republicans press on with
convention plans – 1:19 PM EDT © Recent
Miami Delays Reopening Following A Spike In COVID-19 Cases – 1:18 PM EDT © Recent
Questions remain about reopening state offices – 1:10 PM EDT © Business Journal of
Tampa Bay
Latest On Coronavirus: 2,783 New Cases Set Single-Day High, Florida Welcome Centers
Open, And More – 1:10 PM EDT © WUSF Public Media
More than 750 Coronavirus Cases in Boca Raton – 1:06 PM EDT © GraffioTech.com
Coronavirus: Palm Beach County looking at mandatory masks – 12:59 PM EDT © The Palm
Beach Post
New single-day record as Florida tops 80,000 COVID-19 cases – 12:56 PM EDT ©
Southwest Florida Herald Tribune
June 16: What you need to know about the coronavirus in Brevard – 12:54 PM EDT ©
Florida Today
Florida Coronavirus Cases Set Record; Positive Tests Also Up – 12:37 PM EDT © U.S. News
& World Report
Lake County officials expects number of COVID-19 cases to increase – 12:30 PM EDT ©
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Click Orlando
Florida coronavirus cases set record; positive tests also up – 12:24 PM EDT © The Greater
New Milford Spectrum
Coronavirus update: Over 21K tested in Leon County – 12:20 PM EDT © The Tallahassee
Democrat
Hillsborough County parents split on schools reopening, school board survey shows –
12:17 PM EDT © News Channel 8
Florida's crash testing program offers snapshot of COVID-19's deadly toll in long-term care
– 12:14 PM EDT © Tampa Bay Times
Florida crosses 80K COVID-19 cases following 2,783 new confirmations – 12:03 PM EDT ©
Florida Politics
Florida’s young test positive for coronavirus at almost twice the rate – 11:56 AM EDT ©
Florida Trend
Florida sets new record for highest one-day spike in COVID-19, Escambia County tops
1,000 – 11:55 AM EDT © Pensacola News Journal
2 NEW COVID-19 CASES IN GULF COUNTY – 11:55 AM EDT © OysterRadio.Blogspot.com
What happened to flattening COVID-19 curve? Data shows Florida is among states with
increases – 11:51 AM EDT © Click Orlando
Coronavirus: Florida sees 2nd highest increase with 2,783 new cases; 1 new Volusia death –
11:37 AM EDT © Daytona Beach News Journal
Hillsborough County offers youth summer camps – 11:34 AM EDT © Laker/Lutz News
LIVE UPDATES: Palm Beach County leaders discuss coronavirus cases – 10:35 AM EDT ©
WFLX Fox 29
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From: Bari, Chowdhury F
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Cc: DL CHD16 COVID19 Leadership
Subject: RE: Surveillance Call - Meeting summary
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 11:30:18 AM
Attachments: 20200721 Meeting Notes.docx


Hello Dr. Rolle,
 
Attached is the meeting summary for today’s RNC Surveillance briefing for your knowledge.
 
Sincerely,
Bari
 
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 8:19 AM
To: Bari, Chowdhury F <Chowdhury.Bari@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Surveillance Call
 
Bari, this is related to the meeting invitation I sent you.


Pauline J. Rolle, MD, MPH, CPH
Interim Health Officer
Medical Executive Director



mailto:Chowdhury.Bari@flhealth.gov

mailto:Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov

mailto:CHD16COVID19Leadership@flhealth.gov



RNC Surveillance Operations Call – Summary	








			Date & Time:


			7/21/2020 @ 10:00 – 11:00 am











Introduction:


· Focus on 24th – 28th especially 25, 26 and 27.


· Venue are not yet final. Possible venues: Daily’s Place Amphitheater, TIAA stadium, Veterans arena etc.


· All members in the call introduced self and explained role.


Medical Surge


· Jacksonville has assets to handle them locally:


· Patient transport


· Biowatch


· Infectious disease transport


· Epi services


· Environmental services.


Syndromic Surveillance


· Real-time surveillance system with hourly or daily updates as opposed to reportable diseases which take days. 


· Data includes ED, hospital and 8% of urgent care.


· Will work in conjunction with local hospitals and ED.


· These surveillances will be used for outbreak detection and situational awareness. 


· Various data available: 


· EMS data through Essence


· Other data systems “aspar”?


· National Syndrome Surveillance Program data for nationwide Eds discussed for out of state info as many people will be coming from North Carolina. 


· Background situation during RNC convention discussed:


· COVID


· Start of school - will give a rise of respiratory infections – demographics (age) can be used to distinguish from RNC visitors. 


· Hurricanes and potential storms.


· Protestors


Duval Epi


· Duval epi will provide local epi support in investigations (epi and environmental epidemiologists)


· Will work in collaboration with regional and state epidemiologists.


Coordination:


· Very little information on what is required by secret services


· State will sit with county to discuss;


· Clarification from SS as to what needs to be reported.


· Who is going to take lead?


· Who will be generating reports?


Additional discussion:


· Delegating nearby counties; incorporating them and their epi staff (Nassau, Baker, Clay, St. Johns) as RNC delegates may be staying there.


· EMS transport will be provider by 5 Jacksonville units and 15 private units.


· Strike teams – no funding for additional teams from other counties.


Coordination meeting and follow-up:


· Coordination meeting will be set up – include Sandy or Schenk


· Organizational chart pertaining to response and roles needed.


· Report template.


· Will update team as Dr. Rolle and Duval team gets more information. 
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From: Schenk, Terry <Terry.Schenk@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2020 11:54:13 AM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Courson, Sandi C <Sandi.Courson@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Surveillance Call
 
Good morning, Dr. Rolle. In our continuing efforts to plan for RNC medical surge, we will be
holding a conference call to talk about surveillance issues. The call will include Sandi Courson,
Nicole Kikuchi, David Atrubin, Samantha Spoto, and Thomas Troelstrup. It is scheduled for
tomorrow, Tuesday July 21st, from 10am to 11am. If you or others from your team would like
to join, we would like to extend an invite. The discussion will center on syndromic surveillance
and reporting. The call information is shown below, or, if you prefer, I can sent a calendar
invite to you. I know you, and other folks in the Jacksonville area (also including the federal
folks too, such as the USSS, FBI, and HHS) will be using the information but we, in our efforts,
will be looking for that "heads up" that a medical surge situation may be developing. 
 
Thanks, so much!
 
Terry
 


(888) 585-9008


Conference Room:  230 713 696


 
 
Terry L. Schenk, M.S., CEM


Government Operations Consultant
Florida Department of Health
Division of Emergency Preparedness and Community Support
4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A-23
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1748
407.761.8939
Terry.Schenk@flhealth.gov
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From: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida
To: dldohchdadministrators_directors@flhealth.gov
Subject: Select State-Supported COVID-19 Testing Sites to Offer Observed Self-Swab Testing for Symptomatic Individuals
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2020 10:40:00 AM


Banner


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE July 16, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


Select State-Supported COVID-19 Testing Sites to Offer Observed Self-Swab Testing for Symptomatic Individuals
~This pilot program will reduce wait time and expedite test results to symptomatic individuals~


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. –  Today, the Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) announced that four state-supported drive-thru COVID-19
testing sites will begin offering separate, observed self-swab lanes to symptomatic individuals to reduce wait time at testing sites and to expedite
their test results, beginning Friday, July 17.


This pilot program will begin at the following state-supported testing sites:


War Memorial Auditorium in Fort Lauderdale (Broward County)
Regency Square Mall (Duval County)
Orange County Convention Center (Orange County)
Hard Rock Stadium (Miami-Dade County)


While appointments are not necessary to be tested, individuals going to the Orange County Convention Center and the Regency Square Mall sites
can make an appointment at DoINeedACOVID19Test.com for their convenience. Appointments are not available at this time for self-swab testing at
the Hard Rock Stadium or the War Memorial Auditorium in Fort Lauderdale.


At the sites, symptomatic individuals will be directed to a separate lane for testing and will be provided an observed, self-swab test under the
supervision of a health care professional.


Observed self-swab tests will be offered to those 5 and older with symptoms of COVID-19. Results from the self-swab test will be sent to a separate
lab and will be available within 72 hours via e-mail. The Orange County Convention Center and the Hard Rock Stadium sites will be able to conduct
up to 500 self-swabbing tests per day, the War Memorial Auditorium site will be able to conduct up to 1,000 self-swabbing tests per day and the
Regency Square Mall site will be able to conduct up to 2,200 self-swabbing tests per day.


If the pilot program is successful, FDEM will expand this program to more state-run testing sites.


The state currently supports 50 COVID-testing sites across the state, with the capacity to conduct up to 29,000 tests per day. The state continues to
expand testing capacity, in addition to supporting county-run testing efforts, to ensure all Floridians are able to receive a COVID-19 test. To date,
state-supported testing sites has conducted more than 750,000 tests. A list of state-supported testing sites can be found here.


###


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLDEM/bulletins/295fb55


Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use
your email address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the subscription service, please visit subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com.  


This service is provided to you at no charge by the Florida Division of Emergency Management.  


This email was sent to dldohchdadministrators_directors@flhealth.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Florida Division of Emergency Management · 2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard ·
Tallahassee, FL 32399-2100
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Jacksonville Bold   for 6.3.20 — Riot   recap
Date: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 12:27:00 PM


Riot recap


Like dozens of American cities, Jacksonville dealt with protests last
weekend.


Hopes are that will be it for now.


However, the protests in the city shared similarities to those actions
elsewhere, Sheriff Mike Williams noted this week.
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Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry and Sheriff Mike Williams.


“Our federal partners will be digging into the backgrounds of all the
people involved in the protest,” Williams vowed, noting there was evident
coordination consistent with antifa activities.


“Tactically … we can compare that to other cities and see a lot of
similarities,” Williams said, noting “some type of influence” from outside
groups.


Molotov cocktails, gasoline-filled balloons, and other hallmarks of rioting
were found Sunday, Williams added, leading his department to ask for
the state of emergency and the curfew.


Compared to many cities, Jacksonville fared well during the protests.
Monday’s action after the Sunday night curfew was peaceful, and
aspirational rhetoric abounds.


However, Williams noted that the issues Jacksonville has are ones of
structural and resource inequities, the sort of thing described as the
“broken promises of Consolidation.”


And he urged, probably in vain (given the audience), the City Council to
do something about that. A tall order in a pandemic-flattened economy.


Jacksonville has danced around racial issues since pre-Consolidation
days, but those issues are (for now) front and center.


Conversations will not get it done this time. The city rooted in the past for
decades all of a sudden has a face-to-face with the future, which has a
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wish list a mile long.


  


Should the federal government outfit cops nationwide with body
cameras?


Donna Deegan, a Democrat running against Rep. John Rutherford in
Florida’s 4th Congressional District, says yes.


Good idea, but roadblocks abound. Image via PointPulse.


“One thing Congress can do right now is require, mandate, body
cameras for every law enforcement officer in this country. And provide
the funding to purchase this vital equipment. No excuses,” Deegan said.


Details, however, were elusive.


How much would that cost? How many police have body-worn camera
programs? How many do not?


Of those that do not, how do localities negotiate with them for policies?
Those in Duval County will recall a tortuous process to arrive at the
policy on the equipment between the city and the Fraternal Order of
Police.


Deegan’s idea likely needs some fleshing out before it’s ready to take on
the road.


Bodycams



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xdkuyud-edrdjlhjd-u/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xdkuyud-edrdjlhjd-o/





  


Jacksonville experimented with a curfew Sunday night, but once the
weekend was over, so was the prescribed lockdown.


However, though the curfew lasted one day, local Democrats running for
the state House in 2020 had their say about how it was driven by a
“power-drunk” Mayor Lenny Curry.


Democrat Ben Marcus, running in the Southside House District 16
against Curry ally Rep. Jason Fischer, questioned the need for a
citywide curfew.


“Give me a break, you’re power-drunk, get off the gas,” Marcus said.


Rep. Tracie Davis also had objections.


Rep. Tracie Davis had harsh words for the Mayor’s move. Image via WJCT.


“A curfew at 8? Why are we punishing an entire city? Do you realize folks
walk to neighborhood stores until they close? What about our restaurants
that just reopened? This is not the answer; just an excuse!!!”


Power drunk
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Is Jacksonville city government newly “woke?”


Comments from the Mayor and the City Council suggested that there
may be, at long last, some remedy for structural issues that have led to
entrenched poverty and diminished quality of life for many in the city.


On WOKV Tuesday, Curry spoke to the reality of “oppression,”
hearkening back to a rhetorical posture and projected empathy floated in
the 2015 campaign but muted since.


Oppression is real
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Scenes from local looting. Images via WOKV.


“We need to step back and recognize there is a large group of peaceful
protesters that have experienced oppression, that have lived it, and they
need to be heard, and we need to work with them,“ Curry said Tuesday.


Whereas the Mayor has cleaved to President Donald Trump and other
Republican leaders in the coronavirus response period, where he has
stressed distinctions between those regulars who have petitioned for
redress for decades and the outsiders who he vowed just days before
wouldn’t “burn this city down.”


The comments followed an emotional, ad hoc meeting of the Mayor,
City Council, and a state legislator, in which multiple people vowed that
business would be done differently.


In a city known for its robust incarceration patterns for decades, it will be
interesting to see how structural reform looks.


  


Trump is doubling down on his threat to pull this summer’s Republican
National Convention out of Charlotte, North Carolina because it wasn’t
reopening its economy fast enough.


And almost on cue, Jacksonville is throwing its hat in the ring as an
alternative.


On Tuesday, Curry tweeted:


Jacksonville RNC?
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After North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper rejected the party’s request for a
full convention in Charlotte, telling RNC officials that face masks and
social distancing are “a necessity” for a full convention during the
COVID-19 pandemic.


“The people of North Carolina do not know what the status of COVID-19
will be in August, so planning for a scaled-down convention with fewer
people, social distancing and face coverings is a necessity,” Cooper said
in a letter to GOP officials ahead of a Wednesday deadline.


This goes against Trump’s desire for a packed house without face
coverings or social distancing.


"Would have showcased beautiful North Carolina to the World, and
brought in hundreds of millions of dollars, and jobs, for the State," Trump
tweeted. "Because of [Cooper] we are now forced to seek another State
to host the 2020 Republican National Convention."


Could Florida, a state friendly to the President, and Jacksonville, equally
friendly to Trump, fit the bill? Watch this space.


  


This week saw Jacksonville City Council committees pass, with
comfortable margins, cure legislation to fix defects in a 2017 law that
protected civil rights for the LGBT community.


What a difference three years makes.


HRO-a-go
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Jacksonville celebrated the passage of an HRO three years ago. Is a fix on the
way? Image via WJCT.


Compared to the rugged discourse between 2012 and 2017, when
invective, threats, and all manner of disparagement characterized the ad
hominem debate, committees had little disagreement with the legislation
and wanted to get the fix done.


And Curry?


Despite saying it’s unnecessary previously, in 2020, Curry said he’d sign
the law.


If that comes to pass, a dark chapter in Jacksonville’s history will finally
be closed.


  


July Fourth fireworks? Not in Jacksonville Beach. At least not in 2020.


WJXT reports that the local government decided to eschew a fireworks
display for Independence Day.


No-show
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You may have to wait a while for this.


The show will move to New Year’s Eve, with concerns about COVID-19
and “civil unrest” driving the reschedule.


Not everyone in Jacksonville Beach’s municipal government agrees with
the call.


City Councilman Cory Nichols decried the decision, saying: “Residents
need to get out and do something.”


While fuses may indeed be lit on Independence Day across the ditch, the
flame has died for hopes of a July 4 light show.


  


Going back to school will mean a significant change in the 2020-2021
academic calendar for Jacksonville University students.


The private college on the shores of the St. Johns River has already
instituted multiple cost-cutting and budgetary measures due to the
coronavirus outbreak. Now the semester terms and schedules are being
revised.


JU change
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JU may start up soon, but students will see some major changes. Image via
Jacksonville University


JU officials announced to students, faculty and staff the fall semester is
beginning a week earlier than planned. Classes begin Aug. 17, and the
early start allows for the fall term to end Nov. 24 before the Thanksgiving
break. That will not require students to return to campus after the holiday,
which is the usual fall calendar schedule.


The move was made to allow students to spend more time with their
families and return to their homes promptly during the COVID-19
pandemic.


Jacksonville University will also offer an accelerated “winter semester”
online for students wishing to add more credit hours during what will now
be an extended holiday break that will last about a month and a half. The
school transitions typically to the “spring” semester officially after the
Christmas and New Year’s breaks, with no official “winter semester”
designation.


Meanwhile, JU President Tim Cost issued a statement Monday following
heightened racial tension and violence in several U.S. cities — including
Jacksonville — in the wake of the death of George Floyd, who died
while being detained by police in Minneapolis May 25.


“[O]ur focus turned to our own students and colleagues, many of whom
have experienced prejudice and hate in their own lives,” Cost said. “As
part of the Jacksonville University Strategic Plan, which was developed
this spring and will be fully unveiled this coming fall, the University will
establish a Diversity and Inclusion Council.”


The purpose of the council will be to promote cultural and racial diversity
while offering support and healing to students during the racially divisive
crisis, Cost said.
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A Jacksonville-based Crowley Maritime Corp. executive has been
elected to lead the American Waterways Operators Association.


Art Mead, vice president and chief counsel for Crowley, was elected in
May by the association to chair the advocacy organization for the
tugboat, towboat, and barge industry. In a sign of the times, Mead’s
election was done virtually with computer voting due to the threat of
coronavirus.


Art Mead is the new leader of the American Waterways Operators association.
Image via Crowley Maritime.


Mead said the maritime logistics industry had tested during the COVID-
19 pandemic.


“The response to this crisis by AWO member companies, staff and our
mariners has been nothing short of extraordinary,” Mead said. “While
shelter-in-place and work-from-home orders proliferated from state-to-
state, our mariners and our workers continued delivering millions of tons
of needed raw materials, consumer goods and energy.


“But during COVID-19, our industry has shown the nation what we’ve
always known to be the case — our industry is resilient and adaptable,”


Crowley exec
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Mead said.


Mead’s credentials are extensive. He’s been with Crowley since 1996,
initially as an associate corporate counsel. Before joining the corporate
maritime logistics giant, Mead had a stint with the U.S. Department of
Justice Admiralty and Shipping Division. He also held maritime-related
positions with Stolt-Nielsen Inc. and Maersk Line Limited. Mead was also
a U.S. Navy commander with the reserve component.


  


With the tragic and senseless death of Floyd in Minneapolis,
understandable protest marches and expressions of rage mixed with
random violence by anarchists followed. Americans across the country
were in full agreement that Floyd was the victim of outrageous — and
likely criminal — conduct by Minneapolis police.


There was also broad agreement that protests were fully justified, while
others were angry for the violence carried out supposedly in Floyd’s
name. Jacksonville area members of Congress called out the latter and
offered suggestions for handling or preventing similar situations in the
future.


Members of Congress from Jacksonville are trying to prevent more rioting in the
future. Image via AP.


“There’s not a single agency in the country that teaches what I saw,” said
Republican Rep. Rutherford, a former Duval County Sheriff. He said one


Preventing future riots
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of the best things that can be done at the federal level is to expand the
FBI crime reporting and to start forcing law enforcement agencies to
compile data on incidents with police similar to what happened in
Minneapolis.


Rep. Al Lawson, whose district runs from Tallahassee to Jacksonville, is
not aware of any legislation that could help the current situation or others
in the future. He added there would be plenty of conversations between
lawmakers and law enforcement on preventing peaceful protests from
becoming major confrontations.


“When people are coming to the marches with their backpacks full of
spray paint, other different things, big rocks, all this other stuff, they’re
coming to do damage,” he said.


In the meantime, both representatives say peaceful protesters can help
to keep situations peaceful by helping to identify those who want to make
trouble and report them to law enforcement.


Both would agree that not harming a prisoner in the custody of law
enforcement would go a long way toward preventing future unrest.


  


Jacksonville-area Girl Scout advocates are invited to “Women of
Distinction,” a free, virtual celebration to honor inspiring women and girls,
as well as raise money to support the Girl Scout mission.


Women of Distinction is the annual signature fundraising event that
honors Northeast Florida’s female leaders demonstrating ethical
leadership, professional accomplishments, and community contributions.


With the COVID-19 pandemic, it’s more critical than ever to come
together around Girl Scout’s efforts to make the world a better place.


The interactive fundraising event is Friday, June 26, beginning 11:30
a.m.


For more information, visit the event webpage and RSVP to the event to
the Girl Scouts of Gateway Council Facebook page by clicking
“going.”


You can also help spread the word about Women of Distinction by
sharing the event with your own networks — the more, the merrier, and
the more opportunities for girls. They will send email reminders leading
up to the event about how you can participate on Facebook or YouTube.


Women of Distinction
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While tickets are not required, a donation is more than welcome. That
investment will go even further to support the mission of building girls of
courage, confidence and character.


To watch a video about the event, click on the image below:


  


The death of Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis police has touched the
emotions of almost every American and brought back conflicts of the
past involving the National Football League. While the events
surrounding Colin Kaepernick did not constitute matters of life-or-death,
they exposed profound racial disconnect.


NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell issued a statement saying there
was “much more to do as a country and as a league,” and there “remains
an urgent need for action.” He mentioned Floyd as well as the Louisville
case involving Breonna Taylor and the killing of Ahmaud Arbery in
nearby Brunswick, Georgia.


‘Inaction is offensive’
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NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell says there is an 'urgent need for action.'


Former safety Peyton Thompson blasted the NFL statement as
“complete trash” and recalled former player personnel chief Tom
Coughlin and head coach Doug Marrone telling black players they
could not kneel. He said he “job security was on the line,” but praised
owner Shad Khan for getting all players to kneel together.


Thompson and Marrone subsequently spoke, a conversation Thompson
described as “healthy.” He said they spoke of the atmosphere during the
kneeling period, and the environment “wasn’t safe for everyone to kneel
safely in protest.”


He also quoted Marrone as stating “his efforts to make his players feel
supported as well as the need to separate his actions from others in the
organization.” Though Thompson played sparingly during his time in
Jacksonville, he expressed interest in seeing the team, from Khan on
down, to “make good on the NFL’s statement.”


“if the Jags won’t do it, what organization will? Inaction is now offensive.”


As summer training camp approaches, in whatever form that might be,
players and executives are likely to be guided by the events of the
spring.
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From: Turner, Scott M
To: James, Antonio B; Burns, Paula P; Hernandez, Johanna; Stcyr, Ann A
Cc: DL CHD16 COVID19 Leadership
Subject: FW: Confirmed cases told they had negative results
Date: Thursday, June 18, 2020 3:43:27 PM
Attachments: positiveclients_with attempts.xlsx
Importance: High


 


From: Gumke, Megan R <Megan.Gumke@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2020 3:26 PM
To: Kovacevich, Nadia R <Nadia.Kovacevich@flhealth.gov>; Inman, Barry
<Barry.Inman@flhealth.gov>; Mendoza, Rafael M <Rafael.Mendoza@flhealth.gov>; Jenkins, Patrick
H <Patrick.Jenkins@flhealth.gov>; Moise, Nathalie X <Nathalie.Moise@flhealth.gov>; DAmbrosio,
Gina M <Gina.DAmbrosio@flhealth.gov>; Danso-Odei, Prince K <Prince.Danso-Odei@flhealth.gov>;
Dunn, Freta K <Freta.Dunn@flhealth.gov>; Matthias, Laura P <Laura.Matthias@flhealth.gov>; Wade,
Janora X <Janora.Wade@flhealth.gov>; Harder, Terri A <Terri.Harder@flhealth.gov>; Lipford, Adam
G <Adam.Lipford@flhealth.gov>; Rigdon, Marjorie T <Marjorie.Rigdon@flhealth.gov>; White, Sarah
K <Sarah.White@flhealth.gov>; Rico, Edhelene <Edhelene.Rico@flhealth.gov>; Jean, Reynald
<Reynald.Jean@flhealth.gov>; Mejia-Echeverry, Alvaro <Alvaro.Mejia-Echeverry@flhealth.gov>;
Washington, Tawanda S <Tawanda.Washington@flhealth.gov>; Turner, Scott M
<Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov>; Bolton, Beate H <Beate.Bolton@flhealth.gov>; Luciano-Green, Candy
<Candy.Luciano-Green@flhealth.gov>; Shehee, Patrick M <Patrick.Shehee@flhealth.gov>; Williams,
Trinity W <Trinity.Williams@flhealth.gov>; Noriega, Roger A <Roger.Noriega@flhealth.gov>;
Alderman, Margie L <Margie.Alderman@flhealth.gov>; Wiese, Michael T.
<Michael.Wiese@flhealth.gov>; Altidort, Barbara <Barbara.Altidort@flhealth.gov>; Ramos, Victoria L
<Victoria.Ramos@flhealth.gov>; Roth, Jennifer <Jennifer.Roth@flhealth.gov>; Armstrong, Angela N
<Angela.Armstrong@flhealth.gov>; Schmidt, Keilah S <Keilah.Schmidt@flhealth.gov>; Manos,
Obianberi <Obianberi.Manos@flhealth.gov>; Hernandez, Edwin <Edwin.Hernandez@flhealth.gov>;
Perez, Ellis E <Ellis.Perez@flhealth.gov>; McKenzie, Karen D <Karen.McKenzie@flhealth.gov>;
Persaud, Michelle <Michelle.Persaud@flhealth.gov>; Kopit, Russell <Russell.Kopit@flhealth.gov>;
Thomas, Karen A <Karen.Thomas3@flhealth.gov>; Bohinc, Becky <Rebecca.Bohinc@flhealth.gov>;
Lamb, JoAnne <JoAnne.Lamb@flhealth.gov>; Ilic, Rachel J <Rachel.Ilic@flhealth.gov>; Danyluk,
Gregory M <Gregory.Danyluk@flhealth.gov>; Kossler, Kimberly <Kimberly.Kossler@flhealth.gov>;
Peaslee, Michelle <Michelle.Peaslee@flhealth.gov>; Grubbs, Suzanne L
<Suzanne.Grubbs@flhealth.gov>; Johnson, Jesse W <Jesse.Johnson@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Pritchard, Scott <Scott.Pritchard@flhealth.gov>; Foster, Tricia <Tricia.Foster@flhealth.gov>;
Leapley, Andrea C <Andrea.Leapley@flhealth.gov>; Schmitz, Ann <Ann.Schmitz@flhealth.gov>;
Spencer, Emma <Emma.Spencer@flhealth.gov>; Troelstrup, Thomas
<Thomas.Troelstrup@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Confirmed cases told they had negative results
Importance: High
 
Dear Counties,
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Sincerely,
 
 
Megan Gumke, MPH, CPH
Epidemiologist & Lab Liaison
Infectious Disease Prevention and Investigations Section
Bureau of Epidemiology
Division of Disease Control and Health Protection


Office: 850-901-6901  
Cell: 850-294-2513
Fax: 850-922-9299
24/7 EPI Hotline: 850-245-4401 
 
Mailing Address:
4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A-12
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1720
 
DOH Mission Statement: To protect, promote and improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated
state, county, and community efforts
 
Please Note: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state officials
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your email
communication may therefore be subject to public disclosure.
 
 












From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot  in Florida politics — 6.9.20 — Burnin’ today: Lee, Trump, Floyd,


Romney, DeSantis, Waurishuk
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2020 4:00:38 AM


First in #FlaPol — “Tom Lee reverses course, will not run for
Hillsborough Clerk” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — “Last
Friday, I filed paperwork which would have allowed me to qualify at
noon today for the Hillsborough County Clerk of Court. While my head
told me I wanted to continue representing the residents of this great
county, my heart told me that this was not the best way for me to serve
my community at this time,” Lee said. He tenured his resignation from
the Senate at the end of May effective November 3. That resignation
still stands, Lee said. “My wife, Laurel Lee, is currently serving as
Secretary of State, and she and my young daughter are in
Tallahassee,” Lee said. “My decision to leave the Florida Senate was
born out of a desire to reunite my family.”
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Sen. Tom Lee decided not to run for Hillsborough County Clerk of Court, after all.
Image via News Service of Florida.


___


Lee’s decision not to seek the Hillsborough County Clerk seat comes
just three days after he filed to run. It means his life in politics will
come to a halt later this year, at least for a time.


“My decision to leave the Florida Senate was born out of a desire to
reunite my family,” Lee said. "My wife and I have since concluded that
this objective would not allow me to dedicate the necessary time to
honor the legacy of my friend Pat Frank and fulfill the duties of the
office."


Lee will continue serving Senate District 20 until his resignation —
effective in early November.


Lee’s candidacy would have likely positioned the Clerk’s race as one of
the county’s big-money races. As an incumbent Senator, Lee would
have had access to a deep well of establishment donors, courted over
the course of his more than two decades in Florida politics.


Significant money has already poured in with former Hillsborough
County Commissioner Kevin Beckner raising nearly $117,000 and
Hillsborough County School Board member Cindy Stuart nearly
$23,000 in just four months, nearly all of which came in April when she
officially announced her campaign.


Lee would have faced D.C. Goutoufas in the Republican primary and
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potentially Hillsborough County Commissioner Sandy Murman, who
has filed for the seat but isn’t expected to stay in after qualifying.


  


PGA Tour resumes with Charles Schwab Challenge in Fort Worth — 2;
Last day of state candidate qualifying — 3; “Devolution: A Firsthand
Account of the Rainier Sasquatch Massacre” by Max Brooks release —
7; Belmont Stakes rescheduled — 11; Father’s Day — 12; Apple to hold
Developer Conference — 13; NBA training camp — 21; “The Outpost”
with Orlando Bloom and Scott Eastwood premieres — 24; NBA
teams traveled to Orlando — 28; Disney World Magic Kingdom &
Animal Kingdom to reopen — 32; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood
Studios to reopen — 36; Federal taxes due — 36; Christopher Nolan’s
“Tenet” premieres — 38; “Mulan” premieres — 45; TED conference
rescheduled — 46; NBA season restart in Orlando — 52; Democratic
National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 69; Florida primaries for
2020 state legislative/congressional races — 71; NBA draft lottery —
75; Indy 500 rescheduled — 75; Republican National Convention
begins in Charlotte — 78; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 80; “A
Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 87; Rescheduled running of the
Kentucky Derby — 88; Rescheduled date for French Open — 105; First
presidential debate in Indiana — 113; Preakness Stakes rescheduled
— 116; First vice presidential debate at the University of Utah — 123;
NBA season ends (last possible date) — 125; Second presidential
debate scheduled at the University of Michigan — 128; NBA draft —
128; Wes Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 129; NBA
free agency — 131; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 136; 2020
General Election — 147; “Black Widow” premieres — 150; NBA 2020-
21 training camp — 154; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 161;
“No Time to Die” premieres — 168; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 175
“Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 217; Super Bowl LV in Tampa —
243; New start date for 2021 Olympics — 409; “Jungle Cruise”
premieres — 418; “Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres —
514; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 612; “Doctor Strange in
the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 654; “Black Panther 2”
premieres — 696; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel
premieres — 850.


Days until







  


“80% of voters say things are out of control in the U.S.” via Mark
Murray of NBC News — Eight out of 10 voters believe that things are
out of control in the United States, with majorities still concerned about
the spread of the coronavirus, pessimistic about the economy's return
to normal before next year and down on Donald Trump's ability to
unite the nation. Those are the findings of a new NBC News/Wall Street
Journal poll conducted May 28 to June 2, during the aftermath of
George Floyd's death in Minneapolis, as the U.S. death toll from the
coronavirus surpassed 100,000 and after millions of people have lost
their jobs. But the survey was before Friday's surprising jobs report,
which found the unemployment rate declining to 13.3% and the
economy adding 2.5 million jobs in May.


“Bashing Mitt Romney, Kayleigh McEnany reveals how worried the
White House is about the protests” via Philip Bump of The
Washington Post — Romney has been in politics long enough to
understand that his appearance at a Black Lives Matter protest in


America smoldering
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Washington served as a rebuke of Trump. Romney has mastered the
art of getting under Trump’s skin by passively highlighting Trump’s
weaknesses, and the protest certainly achieved that goal. “Mitt Romney
can say three words outside on Pennsylvania Avenue,” McEnany
replied, “but I would note this: that President Trump won 8% of the
black vote. Mitt Romney won 2% of the black vote.”


Mitt Romney marches with a crowd singing ‘Little Light of Mine’ in Washington, a
move that rankled the White House. Image via AP.


“What would efforts to defund or disband police departments
really mean?” via Dionne Searcey of The New York Times — The calls
for change since demonstrations started have left people uncertain of
what those changes would really mean and how cities would contend
with crime. Many activists want money now spent on overtime for the
police or on buying expensive equipment for police departments to be
shifted to programs related to mental health, housing and education,
areas that the activists say with sufficient money could bring about
systemic societal change and cut down on crime and violence. Some
proposals call for ending no-knock warrants and military-style raids.


“Derek Chauvin’s bail set at $1.25 million as final public memorial
for George Floyd is held” via The Washington Post — Former officer
Derek Chauvin was formally charged with murder in the death of
Floyd, appearing via videoconference during which a judge set his bail
at $1.25 million without conditions or $1 million with conditions. The
hearing coincided with a final public memorial in Houston for Floyd, who
will be buried next to his mother in a cemetery in Pearland, Tex. On
Sunday, nine members of the Minneapolis City Council announced that
they were seeking to dismantle the city’s police department in the fallout
of Floyd’s death.


“The nexus between coronavirus and protests: The virus ‘was the
kindling, and the police brutality lit the fire.’” via Marc Fisher, Peter
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Jamison and Ava Wallace of The Washington Post — Protests mean
exposure to the virus and potentially accelerating its spread. The virus
has killed more than 109,000 Americans, including a disproportionate
number of blacks. Far from being separate crises, the deadly epidemic
of COVID-19, the disease caused by the novel coronavirus, and the
sudden explosion of street protests against police violence are
intimately connected. For medical professionals, the nightly images of
huge crowds walking city streets, shouting and chanting, sometimes
wearing masks but with hardly any possibility of social distancing, is
frightening, even if it’s also understandable.


“Local crime app Citizen becomes a key tool during protests” via
Sebastian Herrera of The Wall Street Journal — In the past week,
about 620,000 first-time users in the U.S. downloaded Citizen on Apple
Inc.’s App Store and Google Play. By Monday, the app had jumped
from being the 744th most popular, in terms of daily downloads from
Apple’s store, to the fourth. Citizen has drawn criticism over its content
and questions of whether it does more to incite fear than help
communities. A newer feature allows users to upload videos. Such
features, critics say, allow users’ biases and contribute to racial
profiling. People have also reported instances in which information on
the app doesn’t appear to be correct. Because anyone can use Citizen,
law enforcement can also potentially tune into the network.


The Citizen app has emerged as a vital tool for protesters. Image via CNN.


“Protests spread over police shootings. Police promised reforms.
Every year, they still shoot and kill nearly 1,000 people.” via Mark
Berman, John Sullivan, Julie Tate and Jennifer Jenkins of The
Washington Post — Protesters repeatedly took to the streets of
Ferguson, Missouri, where a white police officer had killed a black
teenager the previous year and fueled a new national debate about the
use of force and how police treat minorities. The number killed each
year since then has remained steady despite fluctuating crime rates,
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changeovers in big-city police leadership and a nationwide push for
criminal justice reform. Since 2015, 70% of the 5,400 people fatally shot
by police were armed with a knife or a gun. More than 3,000 of them
had guns.


“ESPN has tried to focus more on sports, but that changed with
Floyd” via Ben Strauss of The Washington Post — Under Jimmy
Pitaro, who was appointed president in March 2018, the company has
sought to project an apolitical image, saying that one of the company’s
main roles is to unite sports fans of different political opinions. Last
weekend, athletes such as the Boston Celtics’ Jaylen Brown joined
protests and normally politics-averse athletes such as Tom Brady put
out statements in support of Floyd, which put the network in the position
of going against its policies and covering these political statements.


  


“Police lodge encourages cops at departments accused of
brutality to apply in Brevard” via Tiffini Theisen Of the Orlando Sentinel
— A Brevard chapter of the Fraternal Order of Police deleted a Facebook post
trying to recruit law-enforcement officers at departments accused of brutality
after it drew widespread outrage, according to news reports. Screenshots,
shared by countless users on social media, show that the post had read: ”Hey
Buffalo 57 ... and Atlanta 6 ... we are hiring in Florida. Lower taxes, no
spineless leadership, or dumb Mayors rambling on at news conferences ... Plus
... we got your back! #lawandorderFlorida.” The post, published at 1:21 a.m.
Saturday and later removed was a reaction to blowback over accusations of
police brutality at Floyd protests nationwide in recent days.


Florida reax
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Police officers in Buffalo, who resigned after an officer was reprimanded for
pushing a 75-year-old protester, are welcomed by Brevard County. Image via


Reuters.


“Miami-Dade Police Department releases letter to community amid
protests” via Local10.com — As protesters continue to call for racial
equality and an end to police brutality following the death of Floyd and many
others, the Miami-Dade Police Department released an open letter to the
community Monday to let the public know that they value their concerns. The
letter includes an outline of the department’s policies regarding the use of
force.


“South Florida health care workers come together to pray for
peace and unity” via Saira Anwer and Layron Livingston of Local10.com
— In memory of Floyd and countless others, health care workers at all six
Memorial Healthcare System hospitals simultaneously held a unity prayer to
inspire peace and solidarity in what they call a time of social unrest. Local
religious leaders joined dozens of Memorial Healthcare workers who came
together and bowed their heads. “We come together seeking to summon the
spirit that inspires this whole place at Memorial,” said Father Dave Collins,
director of spiritual care for Memorial Regional in Hollywood. The prayer was
livestreamed inside for any staff or patients who weren’t able to make it
outside to join.


“Orange County Sheriff’s Office updates force policy to include
‘duty to intervene’” via Grace Toohey of the Orlando Sentinel — The
Orange County Sheriff’s Office last week updated its use of force policy to
include, in writing, that deputies have a “duty to intervene” if they see or
anticipate excessive force being used by their colleagues. Orange County
Sheriff John Mina on Saturday spoke to a crowd in Orlando protesting police
brutality and pervasive racism. Mina told local demonstrators he made the
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change after watching the video of Floyd’s killing. Now, at the top of the
OCSO use of force policy there is a line that says, “Deputies have a duty to
intervene if they anticipate or observe the unreasonable, unnecessary or
disproportionate use of force."


“Woman shot with rubber bullet in Ft. Lauderdale demands
reforms, considers civil rights suit” via Sarah Blaskey and Nicholas
Nehamas of the Miami Herald — Attorneys for LaToya Ratlieff, the woman
whose eye socket was fractured when a Fort Lauderdale police officer shot her
in the face with a foam rubber bullet, say their client is considering legal
action, including filing a federal civil rights lawsuit against the city and police.
The attorneys said that Ratlieff is primarily seeking reforms from the city and
police department. Ratlieff had been trying to calm protesters down at a May
31 demonstration when police used tear gas against them. As she was choking
and being led away from the scene, an officer raised a rifle-barreled launcher
and shot a 2.5-inch hard foam projectile at her head from about 30 feet away.


“Randolph Bracy calls for Special Session on police reform:
‘Innocent lives may be lost while we wait’” the Isaac Morgan of Florida
Phoenix — Bracy has proposed calling the Florida Legislature into Special
Session to consider needed reforms, including requiring officers to wear body
cameras to installing vehicle dash cameras and guaranteeing public access to
those recordings. Bracy presented those proposals and more during a news
conference and also suggested that local police departments should no longer
investigate shootings by their officers. “Police shootings should be investigated
by an independent agency and not by local police. There are too many conflicts
of interest when police investigate their own officers. This erodes the public
trust,” Bracy said.


“In Clearwater, pain after the death of Floyd is playing out
differently” via Tracey McManus of the Tampa Bay Times — The current
uprising against racism in America has so far played out drastically differently
in Clearwater. Protesters have not publicly clashed with the Mayor and police
as they did in Tampa and St. Petersburg. But as Clearwater residents grieve,
community conversations are still percolating and city officials say they are
listening. Mayor Frank Hibbard said he has begun early discussions with
county officials about organizing a regional summit to discuss issues, from
race relations to economic opportunities. On June 1, the Clearwater/Upper
Pinellas County branch of the NAACP called for all local law enforcement
entities to create citizen review boards with subpoena power to review the use
of force, disciplinary records and officer conduct.


“Making long-term progress on police brutality means changing
incentives” via Samuel R. Staley of the Tallahassee Democrat — Tallahassee
is just one of the dozens of cities across the nation racked by protests in the
wake of the callous and brutal death of Floyd in Minneapolis. Many, including
Tallahassee, experienced violence. The question now, however, is what
practical steps states and cities can take to address the police brutality that
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triggered the protests. One of the most powerful reforms is proposed by
sociologist Rashawn Ray. Ray, a governance fellow at the Brookings
Institution, points out that civil payments are direct payments from the police
department’s taxpayer-funded budget. The current approach encourages
agencies to look at excessive or inappropriate force as discrete incidents rather
than a systemic problem.


“FSU's black professors embrace students, promote anti-racist
steps on campus” via Byron Dobson of the Tallahassee Democrat — More
than two dozen black faculty members at Florida State University have united
in a show of support for black students on campus, as they deal with their
personal and the nation’s outrage over social injustice, racism and growing
intolerance. The professors also propose a list of suggestions they say will go
toward addressing concerns they have about the culture on FSU’s campus.
“We are writing to offer our public love and support for you and to let you
know that we see you and feel the racial battle fatigue, grief and frustration that
you are probably feeling,” said the letter, signed by FSU assistant professors
Cameron Beatty, Shantel Gabrieal Buggs and James E. Wright, II.


“Black ministers call for Jacksonville reforms amid unrest” via Anna
Savo-Matthews of The Florida Times-Union — Ministers representing some of
Jacksonville’s largest black churches gathered Monday in front of the Duval
County Courthouse to discuss recent developments in protests and to advocate
for reforms in the criminal justice system. The Rev. Mark Griffin of Wayman
Temple A.M.E. Church read a statement prepared by the ministers and
addressed to Mayor Lenny Curry, Sheriff Mike Williams and other city and
state officials. The statement called for reforms at the Sheriff’s Office, ranging
from increased sensitivity training to programs to increase the number of black
officers in leadership positions. They also asked that State Attorney Melissa
Nelson recuse herself from any investigation where the defendant is a police
officer.


“Jaguars running back Leonard Fournette set to lead peaceful
protest” via John Reid of The Florida Times-Union — Running back
Fournette was at home in New Orleans when the Jaguars became the first
professional sports franchise to hold an organized protest last week to condemn
racism. Fournette, though, is returning to Jacksonville Tuesday to hold a
peaceful protest walk downtown on Tuesday morning. ″Everyone in Duval
County we will be meeting outside of city hall for 10 a.m. on Tuesday......
spread the word, let’s be the change love you guys,” Fournette posted on his
Twitter account Saturday. He initially announced his peaceful protest plans
Wednesday when he wrote that he would ‘love for everyone in Duval to come
out and support.’


“Mayor Grover Robinson: 'Now is not the right time' to remove
Pensacola Confederate monument” via Jim Little of the Pensacola News
Journal — After hearing calls at Saturday's protest at Graffiti Bridge for the
city's Confederate monument to be removed, Pensacola Mayor Robinson
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said that he didn't believe the time was right to remove it. "I'm not saying there
may not be change at some point, but now is not the right time," Robinson said
at his weekly news conference. "There's too much challenge and discord that
we have and just moving forward with what we've got." The petition was
started by Catherine Deason, a 16-year-old student who attends Escambia
High School.


Pensacola Mayor Grover Robinson feels the time is not right to start removing
Confederate monuments.


“Pensacola Police Chief lays out vision for mental health program
for officers” via Colin Warren-Hicks of the Pensacola News Journal —
When the day comes for Pensacola Police Department Chief Tommi Lyter to
retire, the 30-year veteran of law enforcement says he wants to be remembered
for one accomplishment above all others, instituting mandatory mental health
counseling for all of his officers. Lyter said the disgust he felt watching the
video of Floyd's death at the hands of police has reinvigorated his push to
launch such a program. "There is absolutely no justification for what took
place, and it's sad," Lyter said of the manner of Floyd’s death. "It set us back
so far as a profession."


“Navarre Protest: Carter family helps ‘Florida’s Best Kept Secret’
find its voice” via Eric Wallace of the Pensacola News Journal — A group
of high-profile Panhandle athletes led a march in solidarity with the national
movement against police brutality as Tropical Storm Cristobal lashed rain,
wind and floods on Sunday evening in Navarre Park. Few speeches captured
the crowd’s attention quite like that of Tony Carter, a longtime coaching
figure with the Navarre High athletics program and the father of former
Navarre football stars and current or former college football players. Carter
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recounted how many moons prior he and two friends were pulled over while
driving in South Carolina.


  


—@marcorubio: It comes down to this, no nation can prosper & thrive
if a significant percentage of her people believe their lives are valued
less than the lives of everyone else.


—@SenRickScott: What happened to George Floyd was a murder.
The actions of those officers doesn't reflect the pledge officers take to
serve & protect. Americans are right to call for reform, but defunding or
disarming the police is NOT the answer, & is a dangerous proposal by
the radical Left.


—@JohnMorganESQ: 1,000 good cops who stay quiet about 10 bad
cops makes for 1,010 bad cops. #ForThePeople


—@TroyKinsey: In his daily briefing, @NYGovCuomo again


Situational awareness
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references #Florida's rising coronavirus curve. "Look at the reopening
date & look at what happened after they reopened. That is the
cautionary tale, my friends."


Tweet, tweet:


—@TimAlberta: YES, police are more likely to use excessive force
against African Americans: ***post-Eric Garner (2014): 33% of
Americans, 26% of whites ***post-George Floyd (2020): 57% of
Americans, 49% of whites. This is the ground shifting beneath us in
real-time.


Tweet, tweet:
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“Ron DeSantis said any student could repeat a grade next year. It’s
not turning out that way.” Via Jeffrey Solochek of the Tampa Bay
Times — While DeSantis expressed an intention, he didn’t memorialize
it in any executive order changing the state’s laws on student
progression. And when the Department of Education, run by a
commissioner hand-picked by the Governor, issued guidance to
districts days later, it softened the governor’s stance. Yes, parents
could request retention for their children, the department stated. They
have an important role in the process. But “promotion decisions should
be made in consultation with parents, teachers and school leaders
based on the students’ classroom performance and progress
monitoring data,” it concluded.


Corona Florida
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Ron DeSantis says any Florida student can repeat a grade next year, but it is
easier said than done.


“Hillsborough sees highest one-day increase in coronavirus cases
since pandemic began” via Anastasia Dawson of the Tampa Bay
Times — The number of positive coronavirus cases continued to climb
in Florida. Hillsborough County saw some of the biggest gains —
including the largest one-day increase in patients since health officials
began publicly tracking the virus March 1. The number of positive
coronavirus patients in Hillsborough County jumped from 2,748 on
Sunday to 2,861 on Monday — an increase of 113 people over 24
hours. It’s the third time over the past week that Hillsborough County
has posted a record-breaking number of coronavirus patients in its daily
count of positive test results.


“Visitors barred from prisons through June 28” via News Service of
Florida — As Florida’s prison system has recorded nearly 1,900
COVID-19 cases, the Florida Department of Corrections on Monday
announced it is extending a ban on visitors through June 28. Inmates
have been unable to see their loved ones and family members in
person since March 11, when the department first suspended in-person
visitation across the state. The ban, which was extended in April, was
instituted to prevent the spread of COVID-19, a deadly respiratory
illness caused by the coronavirus. In a news release Monday, the
department said “the decision to reinstate the normal visitation schedule
will be evaluated in consultation with public health experts.”


Federal grants can be used for charter schools’ pandemic bills —
The U.S. Department of Education OK’d a request by the state to allow
charter schools to use federal grant money to cover the cost of
improving remote learning capabilities in response to the pandemic. As
reported by Andrew Atterbury of POLITICO Florida, the Florida
Department of Education’s request will allow the department to disburse
federal money to Charter Schools Program campuses that have not
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received subgrants. The schools must meet certain criteria and be able
to demonstrate need.


“‘Mommy, I’m in so much pain:’ Florida prisoners write home
about COVID-19 ordeals” via Shirsho Dasgupta of the Miami Herald —
The rate per 10,000 of COVID-19 cases among Florida’s inmates is
roughly six times that of the rate among the state’s general population.
And yet it arguably could have been much worse: The rate of prison
deaths attributed to COVID-19 is 34% higher than in the overall state
population. Among state prison systems, Florida ranks middle of the
pack in rate of infections. On May 10, Homestead Correctional
Institution reported two inmates and one staff officer with positive tests.
Two days later, that number had grown to 73 inmates and two staffers.
On May 17, 231 inmates and 19 staffers were reported infected.


  


“West Palm Beach lifts curfew, but Miami-Dade’s is still in place”
via Lisa J. Huriash of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — West Palm
Beach lifted its curfew that was imposed amid concerns that protests
could turn violent. It was one of the last remaining South Florida cities
to have a curfew as protests remained underway across the country
over the death of Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis police. Broward’s
curfew was lifted last week after three days. Miami-Dade County still
has its curfew in place from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m., and there is no time frame
to end it. The curfew in the town of Palm Beach also is still in effect.


“Miami-Dade to reopen beaches no later than Wednesday” via
Amanda Batchelor of Local10.com — Miami-Dade County will reopen
its beaches no later than Wednesday, Mayor Carlos Giménez
announced. The Mayor said there is also a good chance that he will lift
the county curfew later in the day, which has been in place amid
increasing protests. As more businesses reopen in the county,
entertainment facilities have been directed to submit their reopening
plans to county leaders for approval. This includes movie theaters,
bowling alleys, auditoriums, indoor amusement facilities, casinos and
other attractions. Miami-Dade County remains in Phase 1 of its
reopening timeline.


Reopen Florida
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Miami-Dade beaches are shooting for a Wednesday opening. Image via Getty.


“Fitness centers begin reopening their doors in Miami-Dade
County” via Sanela Sabovic of Local10.com — Gyms and fitness
centers in Miami-Dade County finally began reopening their doors
Monday and people couldn’t wait to get that first indoor workout in.
Fitness centers can now operate at 75% capacity, with 10-feet social
distancing between people and all equipment must be heavily sanitized.
Besides the gyms, Miami-Dade County is also opening vacation rentals
for groups of 10 people or fewer. Summer camps can also resume
operations, but beaches will still remain closed. The beaches were
supposed to open Monday, but that was postponed due to the county
protest-related curfew that is still in place.


“Orange County aid program will reopen Tuesday, curfews lifted”
via Stephen Hudak and Ryan Gillespie of the Orlando Sentinel —
Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings expressed frustration Monday at
the short-lived rollout of a program for people to apply for coronavirus
relief funds as local officials said they continued to monitor an increase
in cases of the virus. Demings and Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer also
announced at a Monday evening briefing an end to local curfews at 8
p.m. in a core part of downtown and 10 p.m. elsewhere after days of
growing, but peaceful protests. Demings said he will reopen the
application process for people in need of financial assistance after the
program stopped taking applications just 10 minutes after it opened
Monday morning when it reached a 2,000-person limit.


“NBA restart at Disney reportedly will include daily COVID-19
testing as league continues to plot out safety protocols” via Roy
Parry of the Orlando Sentinel — The NBA’s elaborate safety protocol
for play at ESPN Wide World of Sports in Orlando is taking shape, with
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players and the league reportedly negotiating more details this week.
The NBA and the National Basketball Players Association agreed on
the league’s proposal for 22 teams to resume play in Orlando July 31.
Shams Charania of Stadium and The Athletic reported daily COVID-19
testing will be among the safety procedures. The testing likely will done
using the mouth swab/light nasal swab method and not the full invasive
nasal swab. If a player tests positive, he will be placed in a minimum
seven-day quarantine. If a player or staff member tests positive, the
league plans to continue playing.


“Even with the green light, Florida movie theaters are unsure when
they’ll reopen” via Sara DiNatale of the Tampa Bay Times — Florida
movie theaters are allowed to reopen Friday, but that doesn’t mean
they will. Movie houses aren’t sure when they will reopen their doors
after shuttering due to the COVID-19 outbreak. DeSantis announced
this week theaters could reopen if they kept capacity at 50%. “We don’t
have an opening day on the calendar yet," said Jill Witecki, Tampa
Theatre’s director of marketing. The theater is still sorting out what
operating safely during a pandemic will look like, from sanitization plans
to seating arrangements. Movie theaters will likely install hand
sanitizing stations, check employee temperatures and encourage
customers to wear masks.
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“Florida’s metro-counties warding off COVID-19 better than most
in U.S.” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — As Miami-Dade County
prepares to see its 20,000th COVID-19 case in the next day or two, it
and neighboring Broward and Palm Beach counties have comprised
Florida’s hot spot, yet nationally none of them rank even in the nation’s
50 worst urban and suburban counties. Miami-Dade County’s rate of
infections per 1,000 people is the worst among those in Florida. A
review of the data finds that Miami-Dade, preparing to open its
beaches, isn’t among even the worst 50 urban or suburban counties
throughout America. The hardest-hit counties almost all are in northeast
states, from Washington D.C. through Philadelphia, New York City and
Boston, and nearly everything in between along the northern I-95
corridor.


“Two Miami-Dade COVID hospitals haven’t treated a single patient.
One closed this week.” via Martin Vassolo and Doug Hanks of the
Miami Herald — Miami-Dade’s first coronavirus field hospital,


Corona local
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assembled in March in Tamiami Park, was dismantled this week, while
the state has extended its lease on the Miami Beach Convention
Center, which was retrofitted with hospital facilities for COVID-19
patients in April. Neither hospital has had a single patient. The first, a
250-bed tent facility with curtains separating cots, was constructed at
the county’s Youth Fair complex in Tamiami Park on a state contract in
late March, but the overflow of patients it was built to accommodate
never materialized and it was taken down. The field hospital was one of
many that Florida’s Division of Emergency Management stood up
across the state in preparation for a potential coronavirus surge.


Officials are dismantling the temporary field hospital at Tamiami Park after not
seeing a single COVID-19 patient. Image via Local10.


“In the Keys, testing for tourists and differing rules for masks” via
Nancy Klingener of WLRN — As the Keys ramp up its tourism
economy, hotels are being encouraged to let guests know about
COVID-19 tests with results in an hour at the hospital, and local
governments are modifying requirements for masks and temperature
checks. Bars were allowed to reopen in the Keys Friday, unlike the rest
of South Florida. The county took down its checkpoint and allowed
hotels to welcome back guests June 1. Overnight visitors to the Lower
Keys are being asked to take a COVID-19 rapid test. People who test
positive will have a second test for confirmation by the Department of
Health and be directed to quarantine for two weeks.


  


“Tracking down cases reported in local correctional facilities” via
Casey Chapter and C.D. Davidson-Hiers of the Tallahassee Democrat
— For a second consecutive day, Leon County has no increase in
confirmed cases of the coronavirus, with the number holding at 442.
The total number of local cases is cumulative as of mid-March when the


More local
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state health department began publishing daily COVID-19 reports. The
state health department reports 5% of current local cases come from
correctional facilities in the capital county. That's 20 cases of the total
442. The local jail, known as the Leon County Detention Center, has
zero cases of the virus affecting staff or inmates.


“Coronavirus: St. Augustine Commissioners uphold decision to
cancel July 4 fireworks” via Sheldon Gardner of The Florida Times-
Union — St. Augustine commissioners did not change their previous
decision to cancel July 4 fireworks. After hearing public comment at this
morning’s meeting, no commissioner wanted to revisit the decision. “I
know that this is a difficult topic for everybody because of the competing
(interests),” Vice Mayor Leanna Freeman said. The show could be held
in September, but that hasn’t been decided. The fireworks show near
the Castillo de San Marcos has drawn tens of thousands of people to
downtown St. Augustine. Commissioners had decided to cancel this
year’s show, but then-City Manager John Regan decided to hold
another meeting on the topic once he learned that information he
provided about regional cancellations was inaccurate.


Commissioners voted to uphold the cancellation of the 2020 St. Augustine
fireworks show.
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“Shutdowns prevented 60 million coronavirus infections in the
U.S., study finds” via Joel Achenbach of The Washington Post — A
separate study from epidemiologists at Imperial College London
estimated the shutdowns saved about 3.1 million lives in 11 European
countries, including 500,000 in the United Kingdom, and dropped
infection rates by an average of 82%, sufficient to drive the contagion
well below epidemic levels. Two reports on the effectiveness of the
shutdowns come with a clear warning that the pandemic, even if in
retreat in some of the places hardest hit, is far from over. The
overwhelming majority of people remain susceptible to the virus. The
reports suggest that the aggressive and unprecedented shutdowns,
which caused massive economic disruptions and job losses, were
effective at halting the exponential spread of the novel coronavirus.


Corona nation
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Shutdowns may have prevented as many as 60 million cases of COVID-19.
Image via AP.


“CDC wants states to count ‘probable’ coronavirus cases and
deaths, but most aren’t doing it” via Beth Reinhard, Emma Brown,
Reis Thebault and Lena H. Sun of The Washington Post — Fewer than
half the states are following federal recommendations to report
probable novel coronavirus cases and deaths, marking what experts
say is an unusual break with public health practices that leads to
inconsistent data collection and undercounts of the disease’s impact.
Weeks after the guidance was handed down to standardize coronavirus
reporting, a review found states as of early June counting cases and
deaths in all sorts of ways.


“When 511 epidemiologists expect to fly, hug and do 18 other
everyday activities again” via Margot Sanger-Katz, Claire Cain Miller
and Quoctrung Bui of The New York Times — Unless there’s an
effective vaccine or treatment first, it will be more than a year before
many epidemiologists say they will be willing to go to concerts, sporting
events or religious services. And some may never greet people with
hugs or handshakes again. As policymakers lift restrictions and protests
break out nationwide over police brutality, epidemiologists must make
their own decisions about what they will do, despite the uncertainty, just
like everyone else. They mostly agreed that outdoor activities and small
groups were safer than being indoors or in a crowd, and that masks
would be necessary for a long time.


“Food banks and other key programs have received a fraction of
allotted coronavirus money, angering some lawmakers” via Erica
Werner of The Washington Post — More than two months after
passage of the $2 trillion Cares Act, funding for some key programs to
address the economic devastation from the coronavirus is moving out
slowly or not at all. The Cares Act directed $850 million for food banks,
but less than $300 million has been sent out so far. Democrats are not
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alleging deliberate foot-dragging by the Trump administration, even
though a political fight has developed over how quickly to act on the
next relief bill. Independent analysts say that government agencies
simply may be struggling to handle enormous new demands placed on
them.


  


“U.S. has entered recession after record expansion, economists
say” via Zachary Warmbrodt of POLITICO — The National Bureau of
Economic Research made the designation official, announcing that a
128-month economic expansion — the longest on record — ended that
month. The group said payroll employment based on a large survey of
employers reached a "clear peak" in February. On a quarterly basis, the
economy hit its peak during the last three months of last year. NBER
said the usual definition of a recession involves a decline in economic
activity that lasts more than a few months but that the group also
weighs the depth of a contraction, its duration and whether economic
activity declined broadly across the economy. In May, the U.S.
unemployment rate hit 13.3%, the Bureau of Labor Statistics said.


“Stores are cutting prices as the economy reopens, but watch for
hikes in gas and food” via David Lyons and Rebecca Schneid of the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel — As consumers emerge from their homes
and try to shake off the psychological effects of the coronavirus
lockdown, businesses hope customers will return to the malls, stores
and restaurants, open their wallets and start buying again. Fear still
grips many still in the workforce amid the belief that they, too, could
lose their jobs, particularly if a second wave of the virus strikes. Federal
stimulus and aid money have helped keep many households afloat thus
far. Low consumer demand forces companies to cut prices and costs by
reducing jobs and wages. Food prices have begun to rise; fuel prices
are bound to follow, and house prices have remained high so far.


Corona economics
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Drivers are paying less than $1.99 at more than two-thirds of the gas stations in
the country, but not for much longer. Image via AP.


“Florida gas prices poised to hit $2 per gallon” via Drew Dixon of
Florida Politics — On Monday, the average price per gallon of gas
across the state was $1.90, according to Florida AAA. It’s the highest
mark for the Florida average price for gas in nine weeks as prices
tumbled during the coronavirus outbreak. Statewide reopening has
many Floridians who lost their jobs in the throes of the pandemic
starting to return to work. That, in turn, is driving up demand for
gasoline. Gasoline prices increased on average by about 2 cents per
gallon in the past week. “Crude oil and wholesale gasoline prices are
rising in response to the positive U.S. employment numbers and
OPEC’s agreement to extend crude production cuts,” said Mark
Jenkins, AAA spokesman.


“Airbnb joins vacation-rental sites seeing surge in demand” via
Olivia Carville of Bloomberg — Antsy city dwellers seeking to escape
their COVID-19 refuges are road-tripping to nearby vacation rentals in
surprisingly strong numbers, showing the first signs of life for an
industry that essentially ground to a halt in March. Airbnb saw more
nights booked for U.S. listings between May 17 and June 3 than the
same period in 2019, and a similar boost in domestic travel globally.
International sojourns usually planned months in advance are being
replaced with impulsive road trips booked a day before and weekend
getaways are turning into weekslong respites.
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“New daily cases hit a record high on Sunday, the W.H.O. says.” via
The New York Times — The number of new daily cases worldwide hit a
new high on Sunday, the World Health Organization reported, warning
that the pandemic appeared to be worsening and urging countries that
had seen an improvement to remain vigilant. “More than 100,000 cases
have been reported on nine of the past 10 days,” Dr. Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, the organization’s director-general, said at a briefing.
“Yesterday, more than 136,000 cases were reported the most in a
single day so far.” The pandemic has sickened more than 7,033,100
people worldwide.


“Racetrack graduations avoid roadblocks, weather” via Larry
Savage of the Gainesville Sun — When the COVID-19 outbreak began,
thoughts of graduation for the seniors seemed like a long shot, if not
impossible. But Alachua County Superintendent Karen Clarke had
spoken several times about finding a way to have the Class of 2020 to
have its moment. And on Monday, Newberry and Hawthorne, which
had its ceremony in the afternoon, started the graduation ceremonies
off for Alachua County. “The sun was shining when I woke up, so I
knew it was going to be a good day,” said Clarke. “Looking at how they
decorated their cars, honking their horns and revving their engines, it
was something certainly out of the box for them. Definitely worth
celebrating, there were a lot of smiles today.”


More corona
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Racetrack graduations are just one of the ways high schools across the country
are holding in-person graduations to add a little pomp amid the coronavirus


circumstance. Image via AP.
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“DeSantis dismisses ‘very partisan’ Senators' complaints about
Florida unemployment system” via AG Gancarski of Florida Politics
— The Republican Governor, responding to a Tampa Bay Times story
denoting claims of the unemployment system's "abject inability" from
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer and Sen. Ron Wyden,
essentially dismissed the inquiry as partisan. "Florida’s performance
has proved uniquely poor in its abject inability to assist millions of
Florida residents who have applied for and continue to await
unemployment benefits," they wrote U.S. Labor Department Inspector
General Scott Dahl. "Are they U.S. Senators from Florida," DeSantis
asked rhetorically, laughing. "I've never heard of partisan politics in
Washington D.C. before," the Governor quipped. "Oh my goodness,
can you imagine that?" "Look," DeSantis added, "these guys are very
partisan. That's all they're doing."


D.C. matters
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Ron DeSantis blasts New York Sen. Chuck Schumer over his 'partisan' comments
about Florida’s rising unemployment numbers.


“Democrats in Congress unveil a bill to rein in bias and excessive
force in policing.” via The New York Times — Democratic lawmakers
in Congress introduced legislation aimed at ending excessive use of
force by police officers across the country, and making it easier to
identify, track and prosecute police misconduct. The bill was introduced
as a direct response to the recent killings of unarmed black Americans
by police officers, as protests against police violence and racial
discrimination continue across the country. It is the most expansive
intervention into policing that lawmakers have proposed in recent
memory. Whether Democrats can seize the moment and push the
changes into law remains unclear.


“Vern Buchanan demands military training reforms following
soldier’s death” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Buchanan
demanded reform in military training procedures following the death a
Bradenton soldier. Army Spc. Nicholas Panipinto died in November
when an M2A3 Bradley Fighting Vehicle he was driving rolled over
during a road test. The wreck, at Cam Humphreys in South Korea,
injured four others. Panipinto was 20. Buchanan said it was a tragedy
that didn’t need to happen. “The heartbreaking and very preventable
death of my constituent Spc. Nicholas Panipinto clearly shows that
changes in training and safety procedures need to be made,” Buchanan
said.


Assignment editors — Sen. José Javier Rodríguez will deliver
congressional testimony on Florida’s troubled unemployment system,
approx. 5 p.m., 106 Dirksen Senate Office Building, 50 Constitution Ave
NE, Washington, D.C. Link to live feed here.


Happening today — Acting U.S. Homeland Security Secretary Chad
Wolf will visit Port Everglades, where he will tour a U.S. Coast Guard
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cutter.


  


“Florida Supreme Court conservatives reverse long-standing
criminal protections. It’s ‘alarming,’ defense lawyers say” via
Monivette Cordeiro of the Orlando Sentinel — The new conservative
majority on the court is gutting protections for criminal defendants in
quick succession, at times receding from precedent without being
asked. Continuously ignoring stare decisis, the doctrine of adhering to
previous rulings when making decisions on similar cases, undermines
the credibility of the institution and creates chaos in the legal system. A
week before, justices threw out a legal standard used for more than 100
years as a safeguard against wrongful criminal convictions based solely
on circumstantial evidence.


“Florida appeals court reverses $37 million verdict in 'spice'-
induced fatal wreck“ via Jeffrey Schweers of the Tallahassee
Democrat — The maker of synthetic marijuana that goes by the street
name of “spice” can’t be held liable in a fatal wreck that cost the lives of
a Tallahassee woman and two children on St. Patrick's Day seven
years ago, a Florida appeals court ruled. A Leon County jury in a 2018
wrongful death suit awarded the families of the victims $37 million in
damages, saying DZE Corp. was 65% responsible and Generoso was
35% responsible. A three-judge panel of the 1st District Court of
Appeal, however, unanimously decided Christopher Generoso, the
driver who was high on the DZE product, was solely to blame, not the
company that manufactured the synthetic drug.


“Suspension of jury trials extended amid COVID-19” via News
Service of Florida — Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice Charles
Canady issued an order extending through July 17 a suspension of
criminal and civil jury trials because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Canady initially issued the suspension in March and subsequently
extended it to July 2. Last week, the Supreme Court also announced a
pilot program in five judicial circuits aimed at using remote technology
to conduct civil jury trials. On Monday, Canady directed the circuits to
report findings and recommendations of the pilot program by Oct. 2.
Also on Monday, Canady extended the suspension of a statewide
grand jury through July 26. That grand jury has investigated the 2018
mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Broward
County.


Happening today — The Florida Public Service Commission will meet
and hold a hearing to consider a proposed settlement with Tampa
Electric Co., 9:30 a.m., Betty Easley Conference Center, 4075
Esplanade Way, Tallahassee. The meeting will be livestreamed on The
Florida Channel or on the commission website at


Statewide
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floridapsc.com/Conferences.


Happening today — The Florida Department of Transportation will
host an online meeting to discuss the project of extending the Suncoast
Parkway north from Citrus County to the Georgia border, 9:30 a.m.
Registration at attendee.gotowebinar.com.


“Future amount of ‘LIP’ money unclear” via News Service of Florida
— One of the most important parts of a Medicaid “waiver” that Florida
has received from the federal government is the authority to receive up
to $1.5 billion a year in supplemental money to help care for poor,
elderly and disabled people. But a top state Medicaid official said
Monday she wasn’t sure how much spending authority the federal
government will approve for the so-called Low-Income Pool program as
part of a state request to extend the Medicaid waiver. “It is possible that
it could change,” Medicaid Director Beth Kidder said during a meeting
on the state’s request for a two-year extension, which was submitted
last week. “But we don’t have any indication one way or the other.”


Florida Medicaid Director Beth Kidder cannot be sure whether the Low-Income
Pool will continue without changes.


“GOP donor Hung Mai calls for Hillsborough Republican Party
chair to resign after derogatory Facebook posts” via Janelle Irwin
Taylor of Florida Politics — Calls are continuing for Hillsborough County
Republican Party Chair Jim Waurishuk to resign after a series of
inflammatory posts against protesters. “Mr. Jim Waurishuk, Chairman of
Hillsborough County Republican Executive Committee (HCREC) posts
are inappropriate and unacceptable as our County GOP leader. And
this is not the first time,” prominent GOP donor Mai wrote in an email to
party members. “Again, the recent posts demonstrated that
Jim Waurishuk (has) poor judgment, racism, and incompetent
leadership. With the 2020 election (in) less than 6 months, I am asking
our faithful Republican, our Republican elected officials, and our
Republican candidates requesting Mr. Waurishuk to apologize and
resign his HCREC chairman(ship) immediately to save
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our local GOP and stop the embarrassment.”


High-profile GOP donors are pushing back against Hillsborough County GOP
Chair Jim Waurishuk after his inflammatory posts on social media.


“Jacksonville’s political establishment pours $370,000 into school
sales tax campaign” via AG Gancarski of Florida politics — Together
for All Our Students political committee, chaired by Eric Roberson,
raised $370,000 in May, its first month established. Roberson is known
to political watchers as the treasurer for numerous GOP political
committees, including, but not limited to, those related to Mayor Lenny
Curry and various politicians and causes in the second-term
Republican’s orbit. Curry, who helped to spearhead resistance to the
push in 2019 until the state Legislature approved “per-pupil sharing” of
proceeds between charter schools and traditional public schools, is on
board this time around as there will be a “per-pupil” cost carveout for
charters. And so too are his donors.


“Jacksonville City Council panel investigating JEA seeks
interviews with Lenny Curry aides” via Christopher Hong of The
Florida Times-Union — A Jacksonville City Council committee
investigating JEA’s failed attempt last year to sell the city-owned utility
and create a lucrative employee bonus plan will request interviews with
members of Mayor Curry’s inner circle, as well as former JEA board
members involved in the hiring of its now-fired leader Aaron Zahn.
Councilwoman Randy DeFoor on Monday proposed the idea, saying
the witnesses, which include current and former Curry administrators
and his longtime political strategist, could reveal why Zahn was hired in
2018 as JEA’s interim CEO over Melissa Dykes, then the utility’s chief
financial officer.
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“‘Extraordinary times’ shake up Joe Biden VP search” via Natasha
Korecki and Marc Caputo of POLITICO — Wide-scale protests that
have exposed deep racial tensions across the nation in the last two
weeks are reshaping the contours of Biden’s search for a vice-
presidential pick, sharpening the focus on an African American woman
as his running mate and elevating the prospects of several candidates
once viewed as long shots. In the last week alone, two prospects who
were initially not considered among the top tier contenders have
suddenly burst into contention: Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms
and Florida Rep. Val Demings. The campaign’s view on the need for a
black vice president as “an evolution” over the last two weeks.


2020
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These extraordinary times are making Joe Biden’s VP pick even more critical.


“Biden walks a cautious line as he opposes defunding the police”
via Jonathan Martin, Alexander Burns and Thomas Kaplan of The New
York Times — Biden staked out a careful position in support of a law
enforcement overhaul but not defunding police departments, rebutting a
new Republican attack line as he tries to harness growing activism
against systemic racism while not alienating protesters or more
moderate voters. Biden’s effort to address the calls of protesters while
supporting law enforcement comes after gruesome videos and
energetic protests have quickly reshaped public opinion about racial
discrimination, seemingly opening a substantial window for new policies
that could bring far-reaching change to law-enforcement agencies long
accused of racially discriminatory practices.


“Biden emerges with a low-tech coronavirus strategy: Masks and
distancing, but no testing” via Matt Viser of The Washington Post —
Biden, who by dint of his age is among those most at risk from the
coronavirus, has significantly escalated his public presence over the
past week and prompted a fraught question: What is his presidential
campaign doing to keep this most tactile of candidates safe from the
deadly virus? Those attending Biden’s events are not being tested, and
his campaign aides will not say whether they have asked the White
House for a rapid-testing machine, as Trump once offered seemingly in
jest. Biden’s campaign has been screening attendees, sometimes
taking their temperatures, and asking everyone around him to wear
masks and keep a social distance.


“Democrats look to counter GOP vote-by-mail fraud claims” via
Brian Slodysko and Nicholas Riccardi of The Associated Press — Fair
Fight, an organization led by former Georgia gubernatorial candidate
Stacey Abrams, has joined forces with Priorities USA, the largest
Democratic outside group, and American Bridge to form a new effort
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called Voter Suppression Watch. The aim is to not only counter
Republicans in the courts but in public relations, too, while playing
offense by providing opposition research that often forms the grist of
critical news stories. Even before the coronavirus pandemic, a partisan
fight over ballot access was playing out in a handful of state courts. But
now that the virus has raised fears that in-person voting could be a
threat, efforts to expand voting by mail have faced stiff opposition from
Trump and his allies.


“More voting by mail increases the rate of rejected ballots —
especially from younger and minority voters” via Mitch Perry of Bay
News 9 — There was a huge spike in the number of voters who cast a
ballot by mail in the nine presidential primary elections that took place
last week, confirming that this November’s general election will likely be
the largest vote-by-mail effort in the country’s history. A study of
Georgia’s 2018 election suggests that the odds are greater that people
of color and younger voters are more likely to have their mail-in-ballots
rejected at the ballot box than any other cohort. Enrijeta Shino, an
assistant professor of political science at the University of North Florida,
says that’s it’s not completely clear about why that’s the case.


  


“Stan McClain endorses Ryan Chamberlin for CD 3” via Drew Wilson
of Florida Politics — State Rep. McClain endorsed Chamberlin in the
crowded Republican primary for Florida’s 3rd Congressional District.
"Ryan Chamberlin is a principled conservative who shares my Christian
values and morals," said McClain, who holds the District 23 seat in the
Florida House. "He's also the only Marion County candidate in the
District 3 Congressional Race so it's an added bonus to support a
hometown business owner with a large family and a huge heart for
service." Chamberlin, an author, speaker and consultant, is one of 10
Republicans to qualify for the August primary ballot to succeed exiting
U.S. Rep. Ted Yoho in the North Central Florida district.


“Scott Franklin stands with Donald Trump in new ad for CD 15” via
Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — Franklin, the former Naval aviator
from Lakeland challenging scandal-ridden Congressman Ross Spano
in Florida’s 15th Congressional District is out with the first two ads of
the cycle. The first introduces Scott as a pilot who led combat missions
across the globe and flown patrol missions under enemy fire. “I’m Scott
Franklin, and I’m running for Congress for the same reason I returned
to active duty after 9/11 … America is in danger,” he says. “Scott
Franklin will fight radical socialists … reckless spending … and lawless
liberals,” says a narrator. Franklin is quick to show his support for
Trump, declaring that he will help build the wall and reopen our
economy.


More from the trail
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To watch the ad, click on the image below:


“Fiona McFarland: Naval officer hopes to launch a second career
in politics” via Andrew Meacham of Florida Politics — In 2008 at Naval
Base San Diego, a group of sailors waited for McFarland to deliver her
first orders as a commissioned officer. Now McFarland is drawing on
skills she learned in the Navy to launch a run for House District 72,
which flipped Democratic in 2018 and bring it back to the Republican
side. While she has not sought elected office before, McFarland is no
stranger to politics. Her mother, K.T. McFarland, worked for multiple
Republican administrations since the 1970s. The elder McFarland
worked as a deputy to his incoming National Security Adviser, Michael
Flynn.


“Drew-Montez Clark enters Republican field in HD 80” via Jacob
Ogles of Florida Politics — Naples chiropractor Clark jumped into the
open House District 80 race. The Republican decided to file for office
just a couple of weeks ago. “To be honest with you, it wasn’t on my
radar,” he said. “But I basically looked around at a lot of decisions being
made with COVID-19 response that didn’t take the Constitution into
consideration. They were made based on fear and perceived answers.
We set aside those founding documents, and I believe those exist for
moments like this, and instead of leaning away we should be leaning
into them.” Clark and wife Kamela moved to the Naples area in 2012
and founded a practice, Arc of Life Family Spinal Care, with two other
chiropractors about six months later.


“Anitere Flores backs Jim Mooney in HD 120 contest” via Ryan
Nicol of Florida Politics — Flores says she is supporting Islamorada
Councilperson and Mooney in the House District 120 contest. That
race currently features a three-way battle on the Republican side, with
Mooney competing against Rhonda Rebman Lopez and Alexandria
Suarez. Flores represents Senate District 39, which overlaps with much
of HD 120. The addition of Flores’ endorsement shows the current GOP
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guard in the region appears to favor Mooney, despite the fact Lopez
has easily led the field in fundraising so far. Through April, Lopez has
collected nearly $210,000 in donations and has added $35,000 in self-
loans.


“Sanford Mayor resigns to run for Seminole property appraiser” via
Martin E. Comas of the Orlando Sentinel — Catching city officials by
surprise, Jeff Triplett, who has served as Sanford’s Mayor since
January 2011, resigned this morning so he can run for the county’s
property appraiser’s seat. “It has been a true honor to serve the citizens
of the wonderful city in this capacity,” Triplett said in a resignation letter
he sent to City Clerk Tracy Houchin. “I will treasure many memories
and friendships for the rest of my life.” Sanford commissioners are
scheduled to discuss Triplett’s resignation at tonight’s public meeting,
which will be led by Vice Mayor Art Woodruff. Commissioners will
have 30 days — or until July 8 — to appoint an acting Mayor.


  


“Floridians need DeSantis to address issues with transparency” via
Nikki Fried for the Palm Beach Post — Floridians expect their state
leaders to govern together. But we can’t do that without all the facts.
Since we took office in 2019, there has been a tendency by DeSantis to
leave the Cabinet — and Floridians — in the dark. And since COVID-
19, that tendency has become a disturbing pattern of deception and
withholding critical information. Time after time, we’ve seen the
Governor’s office and his agencies refuse to answer questions or
release cases, data, and other public information until forced to by the
media or public pressure. Were it just one incident, it might be
understandable. But it’s been one issue after another on which this
governor has lacked transparency. The instances are as staggering as
they are reckless.


Top opinion
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“Tom Lee’s withdrawal from Hillsborough Clerk’s race is the right
call” via Joe Henderson of Florida Politics — Lee’s interest in running
for Clerk of the Circuit Court of Hillsborough County made a lot of
sense. Withdrawing from the race, as he did Monday, made even more
sense. That’s not because he couldn’t have done a good job in that
position. Lee has long talked about putting his experience from 18
years as a state legislator to work in his home county. But his wife,
Secretary of State Laurel Lee, lives in Tallahassee with their son,
Brandon, and daughter, Faith. That was a huge red flag about this
venture from the start. You can’t run one of the most important offices in
Hillsborough if your heart is in Tallahassee. So, after preliminary papers
on Friday to run, he decided Sunday afternoon that couldn’t happen.


“Don’t bring convention to Jacksonville” via Mark Woods for The
Florida Times-Union — Even in normal times, holding a national
political convention involves so many challenges and risks that fewer
cities than you’d expect actually ask to do it. And, as you might have
noticed, these aren’t normal times. In the middle of this confluence of
pandemic and social unrest, would we really invite tens of thousands of
people, from all 50 states, to come to town and fill our arena? Would we
choose to be the city where protesters from all over the country
converge? Along with thousands of local, state and federal law
enforcement officers? And a President who seems to instinctively
douse flames with gasoline? Our answer should be no, no, no.


Opinions
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Qualifying week is underway for state and local offices. One surprise on
opening day was the announcement from state Sen. Lee that he won’t
be running for anything and is leaving with two years left on his term.
On Sunrise, he’ll tell you why.


— The Governor is dismissing calls for a federal investigation into the
repeated failures of Florida’s unemployment compensation program.
Gov. DeSantis has already ordered his inspector general to investigate
it but says the call for a federal investigation is “partisan politics.”


— The death toll from COVID-19 continues to climb and Florida’s health
department reported almost 1,000 new cases Monday … which was an
improvement. It’s the first time in almost a week the daily number didn’t
exceed 1,000.


— As the state reopens for business, South Florida Congresswoman
Debbie Mucarsel-Powell is asking the Governor what happened to all


Today's Sunrise
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that federal money to trace the contacts of COVID-19 victims.


— Protests against police violence continue in the Sunshine State, but
this didn’t help. The head of the Fraternal Order of Police in Brevard
County is inviting police officers involved in violent confrontations with
demonstrators in New York and Georgia to work in Florida … saying
“we’ve got your back.”


— Checking in with two Florida Men: One has a problem with children;
the other is a problem child.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“New this week: Spike Lee flick, ‘Artemis Fowl,’ Norah Jones” via
The Associated Press — “Da 5 Bloods”: It’s always the right time for a
Lee joint, Netflix has his latest ready to debut Friday. “Artemis Fowl”:
Originally intended for theaters, Disney+ is releasing Kenneth
Branagh’s big-budget adaptation of Eoin Colfer’s “Artemis Fowl”
Friday. Chloe x Halle: The sophomore album from Chloe x Halle.
Jones: “Pull Me Up Off the Floor” — a new 11-track album coming out
Friday. Gabrielle Union is firmly in control on “L.A.’s Finest,” the drama
she produces and stars in with Jessica Alba. Medical practitioners can


Aloe
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be heroic, as made clear in the docuseries “Lenox Hill.” If mystery is
your cup of tea “Grantchester” is returning 9 p.m. EDT Sunday to PBS’
“Masterpiece.”


Spike Lee’s ‘Da 5 Bloods’ will debut Friday on Netflix.


“Duke Energy pledges $1M to support racial equity organizations”
via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — Duke Energy announced
Monday it would contribute $1 million to nonprofit organizations
committed to social justice and racial equity. The utility company said
it’s relying on its employees to identify worthy organizations across its
operating area. The commitment comes as protests against police
brutality, particularly against black men, continue in cities across the
country. “The heartbreaking loss of George Floyd’s life and the powerful
response to it are excruciating reminders of the progress we still need
to make in our communities. We must be part of systemic solutions so
we emerge as a community where everyone is treated as full and equal
partners in our society,” said Duke Energy CEO Lynn Good.


  


Happy birthday to the Ambassador of Tallahassee, Jay Revell.


Happy birthday
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.30.20 — Burnin’ today: Asztalos, DeSantis,


budget, vetoes, Bracy, Trump
Date: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 4:00:34 AM


After a successful career spanning three decades, Bob Asztalos will
be retiring as chief lobbyist/emergency response coordinator for the
Florida Health Care Association. Asztalos, a retired U.S. Navy Senior
Chief who also served as chair of the Florida Veterans Foundation last
year, will officially step down on September 30.


Asztalos has been active in legislative circles advocating for Florida’s
veterans and the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs.
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After 30 years, Bob Asztalos (shown here with Lisa Giacobbe) is stepping down
as head lobbyist for the FHCA.


“It is hard to believe that I have had the privilege of representing long
term care providers for thirty years,” Asztalos wrote in a letter to FHCA
Executive Director Emmett Reed. “It has been an honor to represent
the good people who take care of our greatest generation. I have
learned much from your leadership of the Association over the last
twelve years and I feel incredibly lucky to have worked with the
outstanding staff at FHCA.”


Asztalos will certainly be leaving with one more major win, as the 2020-
2021 budget — signed Monday by Gov. Ron DeSantis — includes a
$105 million Medicaid funding increase for nursing center care. This
leaves most of the reimbursement intact, despite the push for significant
cuts due to economic constraints from the COVID-19 pandemic.


“FHCA commends Gov. DeSantis for his forward-thinking decision to
leave intact the Medicaid reimbursement increase for Florida’s nursing
homes, the FHCA said in a statement. “The Governor clearly
recognizes that nursing homes are on the front line of the COVID-19
public health emergency and the state must continue to support them,
which includes having sufficient resources to properly protect Florida’s
most vulnerable residents.”


In his retirement letter, Asztalos also offered to assist with the transition
to a new chief lobbyist through Dec. 31, 2020.


  


—@MEPFuller: Just trying to imagine what the pandemic and the
economy would have looked like if Congress and the White House


Situational awareness
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hadn’t agreed to an extra $600 for unemployment.


Tweet, tweet:


—@NikkiFried: @GovRonDeSantis’ office has just informed us he is
not rescheduling June’s clemency hearing & cabinet meeting “out of the
interest of public health.” 0 clemency hearings in 2020. I wish
@GovRonDeSantis would fight #COVID19 as hard as he fights to
deny voting rights.


—@ChrisSprowls: .@GovRonDeSantis played his constitutional role
and did what was necessary to stabilize Florida’s budget. Everyone will
be disappointed by something, but as we approach July 4th, let us
remember that shared sacrifice in the face of an ongoing crisis is a
heroic American value.


—@Rob_Bradley: The Governor is a fiscal hawk with a heart. This
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People First budget includes teacher raises, correctional officer raises,
3% state employee raises, nursing home Medicaid rate increases,
affordable housing SAIL dollars and 100m for Florida Forever. Great
work, @GovRonDeSantis!


—@JeffreyBrandes: I’m disappointed but undeterred,
@GovRonDeSantis had some tough choices to make, “The harder the
rain, honey, the sweeter the sun” -Hozier.


—@SenPizzo: Of the $7,415,250 in local funding we secured for our
senate district, $6,265,250 was vetoed today.


—@Nature_Florida: It is great news that the Pensacola/Perdido
Estuary Project is funded in the 2021 Florida Budget. Thanks to
@GovRonDeSantis, @RAlexAndradeFL, and @DougBroxson. It is a
great day for @PPBEP_FLAL and this valuable program to protect our
Gulf.


—@JeffSchweers: Why would anyone NOT need one of these? Cut
from the #Florida budget, somebody's crying. Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
Near-Infrared Python Detection Camera. And it's only $400,000!


—@DrunkAtDisney: My feed 4 hours ago. "HAHA SUCK IT FLORIDA,
ANOTHER 5000 COVID CASES. " Current Feed: "HOW THE HELL
THEY NOT GONNA LET ME IN THE MAGIC KINGDOM FOR A
PREVIEW?"


  


Vice President Mike Pence to visit Florida (tour canceled/meeting with
Gov. DeSantis) — 2; "The Outpost” with Orlando Bloom and Scott
Eastwood premieres — 3; NBA teams travel to Orlando — 7; Major
League Soccer will return to action — 8; Disney World Magic Kingdom
& Animal Kingdom to reopen — 11; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood
Studios to reopen — 15; Federal taxes due — 15; MLB 60-game
season begins — 23; TED conference rescheduled — 27; NBA season
restart in Orlando — 33; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet” premieres
(rescheduled) — 43; Democratic National Convention in Milwaukee
begins — 50; Florida primaries for 2020 state legislative/congressional
races — 51; "Mulan” premieres (rescheduled) — 52; NBA draft lottery
— 56; Indy 500 rescheduled — 56; Republican National Convention
begins in Charlotte — 58; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 61; U.S.
Open begins — 64; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 68;
Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 70; Rescheduled date
for French Open — 92; First presidential debate in Indiana — 96;
"Wonder Woman" premieres — 96; Preakness Stakes rescheduled —
97; First vice presidential debate at the University of Utah — 104; NBA
season ends (last possible date) — 106; Second presidential debate


Days until







scheduled at the University of Michigan — 109; NBA draft — 109; Wes
Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 110; NBA free agency
— 112; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 118; 2020 General
Election — 128; “Black Widow” premieres — 132; NBA 2020-21 training
camp — 135; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 143; “No Time to
Die” premieres — 150; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 157; “Top Gun:
Maverick” premieres — 199; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 225; New
start date for 2021 Olympics — 390; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 399;
“Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres — 495; “Thor: Love
and Thunder” premieres — 593; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness” premieres — 635; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 677;
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 831.


  


“Ron DeSantis slashes $1 billion in spending from state budget
due to coronavirus” via John Kennedy of the Sarasota Herald-Tribune
— DeSantis vetoed $1 billion in spending from the $93.2 billion state
budget crafted by his fellow Republican leaders in the Florida


Corona budget
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Legislature before the coronavirus pandemic began shattering the
economy. DeSantis said he had “threaded the needle,” in preserving
some top big-ticket proposals, including pay raises for teachers and
state workers and more than $625 million in water projects. The now-
$92.2 billion budget is set to take effect Wednesday. Among the cuts is
$225 million in state funding for affordable housing, which DeSantis
said will be offset by $250 million in federal money for rental and
mortgage assistance directed to Florida under CARES act funding.


With a single day to spare, Ron DeSantis signs the Florida budget, after line-item
vetoes of $1B. Image via Colin Hackley.


“DeSantis vetoes of ‘big hit’ to health care budget” via Christine
Sexton of the News Service of Florida — DeSantis vetoed more than
$140.5 million in health care spending as he brought the spending plan
in line with reduced revenues stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic.
DeSantis vetoed scores of health care-related projects but also cut into
what is known as the “base budget,” which includes programs funded
with recurring dollars. “We took a big hit,” Senate Health and Human
Services Appropriations Chairman Aaron Bean said. “But I get it
because we are the largest silo (part of the budget).” Spending on
health and human services accounted for about 40% of the $93.2 billion
budget that lawmakers passed in March. DeSantis issued $1 billion in
vetoes Monday and signed a $92.2 billion budget.


— “Florida Developmental Disabilities Council commends
DeSantis for preserved funding” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


“Infectious disease funding for prisons vetoed as COVID-19 cases
in Florida soar” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — As Florida faces
a rapidly spreading pandemic, DeSantis vetoed $28 million for
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infectious disease drug treatment. The move cut a sizable chunk of
funding set aside by the Florida Legislature for the infectious diseases
treatment, a veto from a $112.9 million appropriation for inmate
treatment. Lawmakers earmarked the $28 million in nonrecurring
funding for F0-F1 hepatitis C treatment, according to appropriations
documents. Notably, the funding was contingent upon an adverse
outcome in a lawsuit against the state, after the conclusion of all
appeals in a class-action suit, which required the facilities to treat
inmates who tested positive for hepatitis C as of December 2017. But
the Department of Corrections was also specifically authorized to
submit a budget amendment to release funds if needed to respond to a
pandemic in the prison system. It’s a bit of a shock to see funding for an
infectious disease drug treatment program cut as COVID-19 rages.


“Child welfare projects, priorities for José Oliva, nixed from
budget” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — DeSantis vetoed $5
million from the state budget intended for Florida State University’s
Florida Institute for Child Welfare. That veto is part of more than $1
billion axed from lawmakers’ budget proposal. Child welfare was one of
Oliva’s priorities. In 2014, the Legislature created the program under
the FSU College of Social Work. This year, the program will carry on
without the extra financial boost from the state. Despite losing this
project, Oliva praised the “appropriate and decisive action” to make the
billion-dollar “savings.” DeSantis retained $117.6 million for children and
families who receive services through the child welfare system,
including $53 million to enhance accountability and quality of care in
DCF.


“DeSantis cuts $2 million prison improvement master plan” via
Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — One of the many fatalities of this
year’s historic budget vetoes is $2 million intended to develop a master
plan to modernize the state’s correctional infrastructure. The project
was a priority for Sen. Jeff Brandes, who says deteriorating
correctional facilities across Florida are “barely habitable” for the state’s
90,000 inmates. Brandes earned a win out in this Session’s budget
conferences after House members acceded to the Senate’s proposal.
Lawmakers sought a formal vision to upgrade the state’s aging facilities
with practical improvements like air conditioning and even going as far
as to relocate prisons to more populated areas to draw from a broader
talent pool of officers and staff. Brandes called the current maintenance
allocations “fingers in the dike” of issues. The oldest of the state’s
correctional facilities is more than 100 years old.


“Millions vetoed from Florida’s school guardian program” via Jason
Delgado of Florida Politics — Florida’s Guardian program suffered a
$41.5 million slash on Monday as part of DeSantis‘ effort to rebalance
the state budget as a coronavirus-fueled economic collapse obliterated
state revenue. The Coach Aaron Feis Guardian Program was created
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to help further protect schools by adding armed personnel who are
trained by police to respond to an active shooter. In total, $41,579,863
was taken from the program. According to the Florida Department of
Education, there are 42 counties currently participating in the Guardian
Program.


“Central Florida budget vetoes: BRIDG money axed again” via Scott
Powers of Florida Politics — The BRIDG high-tech center being
developed in Osceola County got hit by another DeSantis‘ veto, as the
Governor axed the $5 billion the University of Central Florida had
requested to support an advanced manufacturing sensors facility. That
$5 million was the biggest cut DeSantis made in projects the
Legislature had included in its 2021 budget for Central Florida. It’s the
second year in a row DeSantis nixed a big grant intended for BRIDG,
following the $6 million vetoed last year. Overall, DeSantis took his
knife to at least 18 Central Florida projects totaling more than $10
million, a relatively minor skim as he vetoed more than $1 billion worth
of spending statewide to respond to revenue losses incurred because
of the coronavirus crisis.


The BRIDG high-tech center under development in Osceola County suffered
another state budget veto this year.


“Tampa Bay education takes big hit in ‘Red Wedding’ budget; SPC
biggest loser” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — DeSantis’
veto pen hit various education programs in the Tampa Bay area as he
slashed more than $1 billion from the proposed budget. Those cuts
amounted to more than $7.2 million to programs ranging from
community outreach to STEM education. St. Petersburg College
suffered the biggest blow, losing out on $2 million that had been
approved for new Collegiate High Schools at the college’s downtown
St. Pete and Seminole campuses. SPC also saw $725,000 axed to
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increase capacity in its two-year nursing program that would have gone
toward new patient simulators and minor facility upgrades.


—“DeSantis vetoed millions in Tampa Bay area programs. Here’s
what got cut.” via Kirby Wilson, Sharon Kennedy Wynne and Dan
Sullivan of the Tampa Bay Times


“Amid budget slashes, Governor approves $8 million for ‘Alyssa’s
Alert’ school alarm system” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics —
Monday’s final budget keeps alive $8 million to implement a new panic
alarm system throughout Florida’s public and charter schools. The
legislation setting up the system (SB 70) was presented to DeSantis
and awaits his signature. The system is named after Alyssa Alhadeff,
one of 17 people murdered during the 2018 shooting at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland. The measure tasks the
Department of Education to set up a model alert system to ensure
school officials can contact nearby law enforcement quickly in the event
of an emergency. DOE officials will consult with counterparts at the
Division of Emergency Management, the Department of Law
Enforcement and the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Public
Safety Commission to create the system.


“Broward Sheriff’s Office loses out on $500K for Real-Time Crime
Center expansion thanks to coronavirus budget cuts” via Ryan
Nicol of Florida Politics — The Broward Sheriff’s Office will lose out on
$500,000 to expand its Real-Time Crime Center (RTCC) created
following the 2018 shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School.
The original funding request sought $5 million to expand the RTCC into
a “Fusion Center.” “The Broward County Sheriff’s Office has multiple
data sources that it uses for both simple record-keeping as well as
crime analysis and prevention,” the funding bill read. The original
request would have put $4 million toward software designed to integrate
information, as well as another $1 million for hardware and renovations
such as display screen and architectural upgrades for the center.
Ultimately, the Legislature approved just $500,000 for the project.


“Randolph Bracy celebrates budgeting win for HBCUs” via Spencer
Fordin of Florida Politics — Bracy approached the microphone
exultantly Monday to announce a victory he helped usher to a
conclusion, funding for historically Black colleges and universities
(HBCUs.) Three Florida schools, Bethune-Cookman University, Edward
Waters College and Florida Memorial University, will receive $30 million
in the upcoming budget. Funding for Bethune-Cookman will include
more than $16 million in recurring support. Edward Waters and Florida
Memorial will split an additional $14 million. Bracy, who served as the
Senate Appropriations sponsor for HBCU funding, lauded DeSantis for
making the funding official.
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Randolph Bracy gets a win in this year's budget for HBCUs.


“Where’s the beef? DeSantis slaughters funding for cattle
research” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — The promised
$750,000 for Florida’s Cattle Enhancement Board couldn’t be corralled.
DeSantis slaughtered the recurring appropriation as part of a record
$1.66 billion budget veto. The funding was earmarked for programs and
research into expanded uses for beef and beef products. The idea was
to strengthen Florida ranchers’ market position in the state and
nationwide. The House pushed this year to include the spending. While
lacking the profile of citrus, cattle ranching delivers a $100-billion
economic impact to Florida each year, making Florida one of the
leading states for raising American cows. The Cattle Enhancement
Board, founded in 2016, includes 20 members. Since its inception, it
has been focused on education and research.


“DeSantis strikes sturgeon farm funding from budget” via Drew
Wilson of Florida Politics — A $1.8 million appropriation for Sturgeon
Aquafarms is now fish food, alongside another $1 billion worth of items
excised from the budget by DeSantis. The funding would have helped
the Jackson County-based sturgeon farm get back on its feet after
Hurricane Michael wreaked havoc on operations nearly two years ago.
Based in Bascom, Sturgeon Aquafarms is the only operation licensed
and authorized by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to grow, harvest, and
export beluga sturgeon. For the uninitiated, beluga sturgeon are native
to the Caspian and Black seas and are the source of beluga caviar, the
most prized variety of fish roe.
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“Hundreds line up for tests as Florida cities close beaches” via
Tamara Lush of The Associated Press — Hundreds lined up at
coronavirus testing sites around Florida on Monday, as the state
remained in the virus’s grip. St. Petersburg Police said on Twitter that a
testing site located at Tropicana Field closed early because it was at
capacity, shortly after 8 a.m. The site ran out of tests, officials said. In
Jacksonville, more than 300 cars lined up for testing at the TIAA Bank
Field. In South Florida, beaches and bars in are closing, just days
before the normally busy Fourth of July weekend. Monroe County,
which comprises the Florida Keys, said Monday it would close beaches.
Fireworks shows have also been canceled in several cities, and some
attractions are closing their doors as well.


Corona Florida
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COVID-19 testing sites around Florida were maxed out, as cities close beaches
across the state.


“Will schools mandate masks? The answer will not please
everyone.” via Jeffrey S. Solochek of the Tampa Bay Times — Officials
said they will have masks for anyone who needs one, but they will not
mandate masks as a way to stem the coronavirus spread. Citing costs
and control as two factors, superintendent Addison Davis instead
focused on encouraging masks. If families don’t like that, he said, their
children can take online classes at home. Officials say they want to
ensure student and employee health for the coming academic year.
They’re tackling issues such as how to keep the airflow clean, sanitize
high-touch areas and maintain adequate distances in tight spaces, such
as buses. State law requires children ages 6 to 16 to attend school, and
the state constitution calls for a system of free public education. As a
result, parents from each side of the debate contend that they have the
upper hand in the mask debate.


“Prison visitation ban extended to mid-July” via the News Service of
Florida — With the number of inmate cases of COVID-19 nearing
2,000, the Florida Department of Corrections extended a ban on prison
visitors through July 15. The department first imposed the visitation ban
in March to try to prevent the spread of the virus. It had been extended
through June 28. The department said the “decision to reinstate the
normal visitation schedule will be evaluated in consultation with public
health experts. Inmates will continue to have access to their loved ones
through mail, phone calls and video visitation.”


  Corona local
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“Sheriff: Doctor who exposed inmates, staff to COVID-19 failed to
follow proper protocol” via Kelly Wiley of News4Jax — Jacksonville
Sheriff Mike Williams said he faults one jailhouse doctor, who failed to
follow protocol, with spreading the novel coronavirus inside the largest
detention facility in Jacksonville. In a matter of days, the number of
inmates testing positive for the virus has jumped from two to 20 to 178
at its peak over the weekend. “We had done a great job up until, you
know, we had one employee or contract employee not follow, you
know, basic protocol and really started this whole chain,” said Williams.
“ … It was one of the health care workers in the jail. They, obviously,
have since been removed and are no longer an employee of the health
care provider.


Jacksonville Sheriff Mike Williams breaks some bad news about his jail.


“Miami to impose minimum 10-day shutdown for businesses
violating COVID-19 regulations” via Joey Flechas and Ana Claudia
Chacin of the Miami Herald — Businesses within Miami city limits will
face mandatory multiday closures for violating emergency measures
meant to slow the spread of COVID-19. Under a new emergency order
expected to be issued Monday, businesses flouting rules that limit
crowding and mandate the wearing of face masks could be shut down
for 10 days for an initial violation, 15 days for a second offense and 30
days for a third. Mayor Francis Suarez told the Miami Herald that the
city will impose stiffer penalties on individual establishments instead of
reinstituting citywide closures, a step administrators are not taking yet.


“COVID-19 didn’t slow us down: Miami Beach is America’s most
active city, study says” via Connie Ogle of the Miami Herald — You
may think you have turned into a couch potato due to the coronavirus,
and that may be true. Netflix and eat has become the safest
entertainment option these days. But if you live in Miami Beach, you are
apparently are not living that slacking life because Miami Beach has
been named the most active city in the United States. A new study from
Rave Reviews is making this assertion. How did Rave come to this
conclusion? As part of its Most Active Cities and States in America
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study, the website examined more than 2.3 million Instagram posts
tagged with fitness, diet and body positivity-related hashtags. Then it
created maps to see where each hashtag was most popular.


“Miami Seaquarium says it’s closing again because of coronavirus
increase” via Michelle Marchante of the Miami Herald — The Miami
Seaquarium reopened at limited capacity on June 20 after being closed
for more than three months because of the COVID-19 pandemic. New
social distancing requirements similar to those of theme parks were put
in place, including face coverings and temperature checks to reduce the
risk of the novel coronavirus spread. But its reopening was short-lived.
“In response to the recent and continued increase in positive COVID-19
tests locally and statewide, Miami Seaquarium has decided to
temporarily close beginning Monday, June 29,” according to a
statement on its website. “The health and safety of our Guests, Team
Members and the animals in our care is our top priority.”


“A South Florida company didn’t pay required sick leave pay when
a worker got COVID-19” via David J. Neal of the Miami Herald — An
Opa-locka company that deals with environmental waste and cleanup
ponied up $1,600 sick leave pay to a COVID-19 positive employee after
a U.S. Department of Labor investigation, the agency announced.
Labor’s Wage and Hour Division found Raider Environmental Services
hadn’t paid a worker for sick leave time after that worker tested positive
for the novel coronavirus. That’s a violation of the Families First
Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA). Labor said in a release, “Once the
employer received clarification from (Wage and Hour) of (FFCRA)
requirements, the employer immediately came into compliance and
paid the back wages.”


“Beaches in the Keys will close this week in advance of July 4 due
to COVID-19 spread” via Gwen Filosa of the Miami Herald — Florida
Keys leaders Monday said they would uniformly close county and Key
West beaches for the long July 4 holiday, starting at 5 p.m. Thursday.
The news came as the Keys Monday reported a daily record high of
positive cases of the novel coronavirus, 17, to make a new total of 236.
That’s more than double what the Keys had before it officially reopened
to tourists on June 1 by taking down two checkpoints at the entrances
to the island chain meant to keep out visitors. The beaches, including
Higgs, Smathers and Rest beaches, are set to reopen the morning of
Tuesday, July 7.


“More than 50 test positive for COVID-19 at Apollo Health nursing
home in St. Pete” via Rose Wong of the Tampa Bay Times — More
than 50 people have tested positive for coronavirus at the Apollo Health
and Rehabilitation Center. Ten employees and 41 residents of the
center have contracted COVID-19, the respiratory illness caused by the
virus, according to Greystone Healthcare Management, the St. Pete
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nursing home’s parent company. Last week, the eldercare center
located on 24th Street N. reported zero cases among residents and
only four employees who tested positive. At least five residents have
been transported to area hospitals, health department records show.


This guy — “Anthony Sabatini explains suing Hillsborough Co.
over masks mandate” via Mitch Perry of Bay News 9 — Sabatini has
rattled a few cages during his first term in the Florida House of
Representatives. In the past week, he’s been a one-man legal band in
attempting to overturn face mask ordinances recently approved in the
Sunshine State. Sabatini's latest lawsuit targets Hillsborough County,
following the ordinance passed last week by the Emergency Policy
Group that says that all business operators of indoor locations shall
require all persons coming inside their establishment to wear a face
covering. Sabatini says he doesn’t have a problem with people wearing
masks, especially the most vulnerable.


“As 4th of July nears and coronavirus cases surge, Orange
officials warn ‘We don’t want a repeat of Memorial Day’” via Ryan
Gillespie of the Orlando Sentinel — Orange County officials urged
residents to keep the coronavirus pandemic top of mind as they plan
celebrations for the 4th of July after cases surged in the weeks after
Memorial Day weekend. Nearly 80% of Orange County’s total cases
have come since the long holiday weekend that ended May 25, when
health officials believe many people in Central Florida and across the
country began to relax their own virus precautions and began to see
friends and family again. In the weeks leading up to Memorial Day,
Orange County saw weeks of single-digit cases each day and an
overall positivity rate of less than 3%. Since then, cases have
skyrocketed, even reaching more than 1,000 cases in a single day.


“Seminole County issues face mask mandate” via WESH 2 —
Seminole County officials have enacted a mask mandate that requires
people to wear masks while in public to slow the spread of the
coronavirus. The order says people working, living, visiting or doing
business in Seminole County will be required to wear a face-covering
consistent with CDC guidelines while at all businesses, places of
assembly and other places open to the public. It goes into effect
Wednesday. Seminole County joins Orange and Osceola counties and
the city of Daytona Beach as the areas in Central Florida requiring the
usage of a face covering.
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Seminole County is joining the growing list of areas in Florida hat are requiring
face masks indoors.


“City of Sarasota makes masks mandatory” via Timothy Fanning of
the Sarasota Herald-Tribune — The city of Sarasota became the latest
local government in Southwest Florida to require face coverings when
people conduct business indoors in public spaces. Starting at midnight
on Wednesday, anyone over 18 will be required to wear face coverings
in any indoor establishment in Sarasota. People are also required to
wear face masks outdoors when they’re not able to social distance. The
citywide ordinance will be active for two months and can be extended.
“This is a bold decision,” Mayor Jen Ahearn-Koch, said regarding the
response to a rise in COVID-19 cases locally and statewide. “This is our
only tool at this point and we need to act and we need to act swiftly.”


“Florida State University to delay increasing the number of
employees allowed on campus” via Byron Dobson of the Tallahassee
Democrat — FSU is currently in the first phase of employee returns,
meaning that no more than 25% of employees are allowed on campus
at any time. That%age was expected to increase to a minimum of 25%
and no more than 50% on July 6. “After reviewing recent increases in
COVID-19 data, including a record-setting increase in Leon County
over the weekend, the University will not be moving forward as
anticipated to the next phase on July 6,” Associate Vice President for
Human Resources Renisha Gibbs said in a campus update. Gibbs
said a new date will be determined, as information becomes available,
adding that the delay has no effect on the university’s reopening plan.
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“COVID-19 surge begins reaching older, more vulnerable
Floridians” via Jonathan Levin of Bloomberg — Florida is reporting an
unprecedented number of COVID-19 cases, but DeSantis has pointed
to the relatively low median age of the sick, 36, to suggest that the
outbreak isn’t having serious clinical consequences. But now, record
numbers of Floridians 75 and older are testing positive for COVID-19,
according to the latest report from Sunday, which reflects data through
Saturday. Older Floridians largely avoided the statewide uptick in cases
earlier in the month. However, that has been changing in the past week.
Florida hasn’t seen a departure from its relatively low rate of COVID-19
deaths, but it can take weeks from onset of symptoms to death, and the
surge in infections is recent.


“Gilead sets price of coronavirus drug remdesivir at $3,120 as
Trump administration secures supply for 500,000 patients” via
Hannah Denham, Yasmeen Abutaleb and Christopher Rowland of The
Washington Post — Gilead Sciences, the maker of the first COVID-19
treatment found to have worked in clinical trials, remdesivir, said
Monday it will charge U.S. hospitals $3,120 for the typical patient with
private insurance. Soon after the announcement, the Trump
administration said it had secured nearly all of the company’s supply of
the drug for use in U.S. hospitals through September, with a contract for
500,000 treatment courses, which it will make available to hospitals at
Gilead’s price.


Corona nation
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Gilead Sciences is selling its COVID-19 treatment for more than $3K per patient.
Image via Reuters.


“Pandemic unleashes a spike in overdose deaths” via Brianna Ehley
of POLITICO — Top Trump administration officials say drug overdose
deaths are surging amid the coronavirus pandemic, driven by increased
substance use due to anxiety, social isolation and depression. A White
House drug policy office analysis shows an 11.4% year-over-year
increase in fatalities for the first four months of 2020, confirming
experts’ early fears that precautions like quarantines and lockdowns
combined with economic uncertainty would exacerbate the addiction
crisis. “The pandemic has caused my level of concern to go up,” White
House drug czar Jim Carroll said, acknowledging that overdose deaths
were already starting to rise in the past year, after posting the first
decline in three decades in 2018.


  


“Broadway suspends performances through 2020 amid
coronavirus, extends ticket refunds to 2021” via Sara M. Moniuszko
of USA Today — Broadway performances are being further suspended
due to the coronavirus pandemic. The Broadway League announced
Monday in a news release that Broadway performances in New York
City will be suspended through the remainder of 2020 due to COVID-
19. Broadway theaters are also now offering refunds and exchanges for
tickets purchased for all performances through January 3, 2021.
Customers with tickets for performances through January 3, 2021, will
receive an email with information regarding refund and exchange
options. For customers who have not received an email by July 13, The
Broadway League advises them to contact their point of purchase for


Corona economics
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assistance.


  


“The virus that shut down the world” via Anthony Faiola of The
Washington Post — In April, global flights dropped to levels not seen
since the 1970s. By May, every country in the world had imposed entry
restrictions, ushering in a new era of global distancing. The pandemic is
interrupting the flow of workers, money and goods that increasingly
bound the postwar world, helped to lift more than a billion people out of
poverty since the fall of the Berlin Wall and delivered unprecedented
stability and prosperity to much of the planet. The last decade saw a
resurgence of protectionism; global trade patterns and foreign direct
investment never really got their groove back.


A woman wearing a protective face mask talks on her phone at the Central
Business District in Beijing. China’s manufacturing plunged in February as


antivirus controls shut down much of the world’s second-largest economy. Image
via AP.


“This coronavirus mutation has taken over the world. Scientists
are trying to understand why.” via Sarah Kaplan and Joel Achenbach
of The Washington Post — When the first coronavirus cases in Chicago
appeared in January, they bore the same genetic signatures as a germ
that emerged in China weeks before. But as Egon Ozer, an infectious-
disease specialist at the Northwestern University Feinberg School of
Medicine, examined the genetic structure of virus samples from local
patients, he noticed something different. A change in the virus was
appearing again and again. This mutation, associated with outbreaks in
Europe and New York, eventually took over the city. By May, it was
found in 95% of all the genomes Ozer sequenced. At least four
laboratory experiments suggest that the mutation makes the virus more
infectious.


More corona
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Meanwhile ... “Flu virus with 'pandemic potential' found in China”
via Michelle Roberts of the BBC — A new strain of flu that has the
potential to become a pandemic has been identified in China by
scientists. It emerged recently and is carried by pigs, but can infect
humans, they say. The researchers are concerned that it could mutate
further so that it can spread easily from person to person, and trigger a
global outbreak. While it is not an immediate problem, they say, it has
"all the hallmarks" of being highly adapted to infect humans and needs
close monitoring. As it's new, people could have little or no immunity to
the virus.


  


“Senate defense bill may challenge Donald Trump on renaming
military bases with Confederate names” via Karoun Demirjian of The
Washington Post — The Senate is poised to challenge Trump this week
with legislation requiring the military to rename bases bearing the
names of Confederate generals, a proposal that is shaping up to be one
of the most contentious items in this year’s annual defense bill. In the
Senate, the main issue appears to be timing. A Republican bill calls for
name changes within 3 years while a Democratic version calls for name
changes within one year. Although there is still vocal opposition to
removing the Confederate names at all Republican support for the
change suggests that it will survive any challenges during this week’s
floor debate.


Smoldering
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Proposals in the Senate would require the military to rename bases, including Fort
Bragg in North Carolina, that are named after Confederate officers. Image via AP.


“In court, Derek Chauvin’s lawyers say officials have biased the
case” via Tim Arango of The New York Times — The judge overseeing
the case against four former Minneapolis police officers in the death of
George Floyd told lawyers and local officials to be careful about what
they say, warning that too much publicity could make it difficult to
choose an impartial jury. While stopping short of issuing a formal gag
order, Judge Peter A. Cahill of Hennepin County District Court warned
that he would consider moving the trial if the parties involved leak
information or offer opinions to the news media about the guilt or
innocence of the defendants. “From this day forward, everyone has had
their warning,” Cahill said. Lawyers for the officers cited “multiple
inappropriate public comments” from local officials that they said had
already prejudiced potential jurors.


“Leon County residents say — overwhelmingly — they see
inequality in the community” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics —
Nine in 10 Leon County residents believe inequality exists in their
community. The overwhelming majority indicated that they believed
some form of inequality exists, with 86% highlighting inequality in the
justice system. And 88% see a need for reform in the justice system.
Residents also overwhelmingly believe law enforcement officers use
more force against people of color than against White suspects, with
85% affirming that belief. Poor people are charged with crimes that
wealthier people aren’t arrested for, say 88%, and 89% believe people
of color or poorer people receive longer prison sentences for the same
crimes as White or wealthy people.


“Man yelling ‘white power’ in video retweeted by Trump is ex-
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Miami-Dade firefighter” via David J. Neal of the Miami Herald — A
Florida man caught yelling “white power” during a pro-Trump golf cart
parade in a video retweeted on Sunday by the president, then deleted
hours later, has been outed online as a former Miami-Dade County
firefighter. One day later, his former department also took to Twitter to
distance itself from Roger Stokes, a resident of The Villages, a
massive retirement community an hour’s drive northeast of Orlando.
What a White House spokesman later claimed the President didn’t hear
comes eight seconds into the edited version Trump retweeted.


“After offering ‘Bubba Rope’ for sale, track owner receives death
threats, loses sponsors” via Cindy Boren of The Washington Post —
A North Carolina racetrack lost two Carolina Sprint Tour races and all
but two sponsors after its owner offered “Bubba Rope” for sale last
week, days after a noose was found in the Talladega Superspeedway
garage stall of Bubba Wallace, NASCAR’s only Black driver in its elite
Cup Series. Mike Fulp, owner of half-mile 311 Speedway in Pine Hall,
had written Wednesday on Facebook Marketplace: “Buy your Bubba
Rope today for only $9.99 each, they come with a lifetime warranty and
work great.” Fulp removed posts after criticism last week, but
Saturday’s races and promotion at the track that calls itself “The
Daytona of Dirt” were canceled.
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“House Democrats to unveil climate plan calling for emissions
cuts and New Deal-style jobs program” via Zachary T. Sampson of
the Tampa Bay Times — The United States should cut carbon dioxide
emissions to net-zero by 2050, reform its flood mapping program and
restart the Depression-era Civilian Conservation Corps to prepare for
climate change, a group of congressional Democrats wrote in a broad
report expected to be released Tuesday. “While local communities and
states and businesses take climate action, what’s been missing is the
federal government,” Kathy Castor said. Castor, a land-use lawyer
who worked for the agency that oversaw growth management in
Florida, said she thinks Congress can find unity on climate change now
more than a decade ago.


D.C. matters
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Kathy Castor believes there is more appetite for unity on climate change than a
decade ago. Image via CQ/Roll Call.


  


“Ben Diamond slams GOP leadership for failing to call Special
Session on budget” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics —
“Under our state constitution, it is our responsibility as a Legislature to
write our state budget. Because of the unprecedented challenges we
currently face with the pandemic, it was my opinion that the Legislature
should have reconvened in Special Session to rewrite HB 5001, the
2020-2021 General Appropriations Act,” Diamond wrote to Senate
President Bill Galvano and House Speaker José Oliva. “The revenue
reports from April and May already demonstrate that the budget we
passed, HB 5001, is obsolete, and should have been rewritten,” the St.
Petersburg Democrat continued. Instead, he said, Galvano and Oliva’s
failure to convene the Legislature for a Special Session left Gov. Ron
DeSantis to “appropriate this money himself, without legislative
authorization.”


“DeSantis applies Rob Bradley’s sunscreen preemption” via Renzo
Downey of Florida Politics — DeSantis has blocked local governments
from issuing their own ban on certain sunscreen products. That
measure was a priority for Bradley, who detailed his own battle with
skin cancer during the 2020 Session. But not all lawmakers, mostly
Democrats, backed the measure, with some from both parties siding
with local governments. After Key West banned the sale of certain
sunblocks over fears some chemicals could degrade coral reefs,
lawmakers filed legislation that would overrule that and future bans. The
city had qualms with the effects of component ingredients oxybenzone
and octinoxate on the largest coral reef on the continent. Stuart and
Miami Beach have mulled similar bans. Bradley’s role as a senior
lawmaker and Senate budget chief may have helped get the measure
past the Governor’s desk.


Statewide
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For his last Session, Rob Bradley gets a big win after Ron DeSantis signed his
ban on sunscreen bans.


“DeSantis signs bill allowing drones to target invasive wildlife
species” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — DeSantis added
another tool to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission’s tool-belt,
signing a bill that would expand the use of drones by state agencies.
The bill (HB 659,) sponsored by Rep. Jason Fischer, would allow state
agencies, such as FWC, to use the aircraft over swamps and other
people-free places where invasive species like pythons and other
nuisances have proved problematic. The bill would also allow wildlife
and forestry officials to use drones to track pythons, lygodium, and
other invasive species inhabiting Florida’s forests, wetlands, and
wilderness spaces, often to the detriment of native wildlife. Law
enforcement agencies, however, cannot utilize drones under this bill.


“Jimmy Patronis’ committee threatens to sue Ronald Rubin for
‘campaign of character assassination’” via Drew Wilson of Florida
Politics — The lawyer for CFO Patronis’ political committee sent a
letter to fired Office of Financial Regulation head Rubin warning him
that if he and his attorney continue their “character assassination”
campaign, they’ll wind up in court. The letter specifically cites an
accusation made by Rubin and Tein that the former’s firing was
“retaliation for Rubin’s complaints about Patronis’ illegal conduct.” In the
letter, Treasure Florida attorney William Spicola wrote that Rubin’s
allegations were unfounded and designed to distract from the
controversy surrounding Rubin. The letter says the accusations were
“knowingly false.” If he doesn’t recant them, Spicola wrote, “Patronis will
take all available measures to protect his legal rights, including suing
you for perjury and seeking damages.”
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“Pension contribution hikes locked in” via Florida Politics staff
reports — DeSantis signed the state budget Monday, ensuring
substantial pension contribution increases for state government
agencies, universities and school districts. The budget increases overall
pension contributions by $404.6 million in the 2020-21 fiscal year, an
order of magnitude higher than the increase approved for the fiscal year
ending June 30. School districts account for the majority of the
increase, about $233 million. Those increases are outlined in HB 5007,
which the Governor is expected to sign. The increased financial burden
comes alongside DeSantis’ signature on the teacher pay raise bill,
which will funnel $500 million in state money to local school districts,
mostly to raise starting teacher pay, though $100 million will be used to
increase salaries for veteran teachers.


Justice — A Florida appeals court has dealt a devastating blow to
Sarasota's controversial "To Catch a Predator"-style sex stings, ruling
unanimously that deputies crossed the line and entrapped a man who
wasn't looking to break the law, according to the Sarasota Herald-
Tribune. The Sheriff's stings, which were exposed as deceptive and
over-aggressive over the years by investigative reporter Noah
Pransky, have put dozens of men behind bars for preying on children
— even though they were never looking for children in the first place.
The defendant who won his appeal reportedly spent four days talking to
an undercover deputy, whom he thought was an adult, before she told
him he was actually talking to a minor; even though he tried to
disengage from the chat, deputies kept trying to convince him to
"overcome his trepidation."


“Justices decline to take up conservation fight” via Jim Saunders of
the News Service of Florida — In a blow to environmentalists, the
Florida Supreme Court refused to take up a dispute about how money
can be spent under a 2014 constitutional amendment aimed at land and
water conservation. The dispute centered on allegations by backers of
the constitutional amendment that the Legislature improperly used
money that was targeted for conservation purposes. But the 1st District
Court of Appeal last year sided with lawmakers. The Supreme Court, as
is common, did not explain its reasons for declining to hear the case.
But the decision effectively let stand the ruling by the 1st District Court
of Appeal. Chief Justice Charles Canady and justices Ricky Polston,
Alan Lawson and Carlos Muniz were in the majority in Monday’s
decision, while Justice Jorge Labarga supported taking up the case.


“Scooter case scuttled at Supreme Court” via the News Service Of
Florida — The Florida Supreme Court declined to wade into a legal
battle about a Panama City Beach decision to ban the rental of
motorized scooters. Classy Cycles, Inc., went to the Supreme Court
after the 1st District Court of Appeal upheld the ban. The decision
effectively left standing the 1st District Court of Appeal ruling. The case
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stems from two ordinances passed in 2017 to prohibit the overnight
rental of scooters and to completely prohibit scooter rentals effective
Sept. 8, 2020. Classy Cycles, Inc., took the case to the appeals court
after a Bay County circuit judge upheld the ordinances.


Panama City's ban on motorized scooters stands after the Supreme Court refused
to take up the issue.


“Poll: Public trusts farmers” via Morning Ag Clips — A new national
opinion poll commissioned by the American Farm Bureau Federation
indicates that the overwhelming majority of U.S. citizens place trust in
farmers and ranchers. The test of public attitudes found that 84% of
respondents hold this opinion and almost 60% agree that the federal
government should classify agriculture as a matter of national security
to ensure stable food supplies. Such results should encourage
Congress to maintain support for farm families suffering from
substantial losses due to the COVID-19 crisis. Agricultural producers in
Florida and across the country continue to grow food for everyone,
despite the turmoil in the general economy.
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“Trump’s self-inflicted wound: Losing swing voters as he plays to
his base” via Adam Nagourney of The New York Times — Trump has
pursued policies and practiced politics with a single-minded focus on
bedrock Republicans, showing little interest in appealing to independent
voters. Trump’s focus on his base at the expense of swing voters, who
have historically been a key target for presidential campaigns, is almost
certainly not enough to win him a second term in the White House, as
even some Republicans concede. A poll showed Trump drawing 36%
of the vote, a far cry from the 46% he won in 2016. Perhaps even more
troubling for Trump is that he has not assembled a broad coalition of
voters, which is critical to winning battleground states.


2020
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Donald Trump plays to his base, at the expense of swing voters. Image via Getty.


“A Sun Belt time bomb threatens Trump’s reelection” via Natasha
Korecki and Marc Caputo of POLITICO — The explosion of COVID-19
cases in Sun Belt states is becoming another albatross for Trump’s
reelection hopes and creating a new opening for Joe Biden and
Democrats in November. Republican governors in Florida, Arizona and
Texas followed Trump’s lead by quickly reopening their states while
taking a lax approach to social distancing and mask-wearing. Now,
each of them is seeing skyrocketing coronavirus caseloads and rising
hospitalizations, and Republican leaders are in retreat. It’s hard to
overstate the gravity of the situation for Trump: Lose any one of the
three states, and his reelection is all but doomed.


“Some Trump allies push for campaign shake-up to revive
president’s imperiled reelection bid” via Ashley Parker, Robert Costa
and Josh Dawsey of The Washington Post — Some Trump advisers
and allies are privately pushing for sweeping changes to the campaign,
including the idea of a major staff shake-up and trying to convince the
president to be more disciplined in his message and behavior. But so
far, the campaign has settled only on incremental changes, such as
hiring and elevating a handful of operatives who worked on Trump’s
upset victory in 2016 and has yet to settle on a clear message for his
reelection. Campaign officials and other advisers are also still struggling
with how to best focus their attacks on Biden, which so far has been
scattershot and failed to curb his rise among voters.


“Trump's July Fourth celebration: No tanks, lots of planes” via Lara
Seligman of POLITICO — Trump's second annual Independence Day
celebration will feature one major change from last year: It will have no
tanks or other military equipment on static display in the nation's capital,
according to two defense officials. Defense Secretary Mark Esper last
week approved an Interior Department request for the 2020 "Salute to
America," providing aerial, musical and ceremonial support to the day's
events, said Army Lt. Col. Chris Mitchell, a Pentagon spokesperson.
This year, the festivities will also include a flyover of Mount Rushmore
as well as an "aerial salute" to several cities that played roles in the
American Revolution.
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Donald Trump's July 4 celebrations will be heavy on planes, light on tanks. Image
via AP.


“More than 18,000 mail ballots not counted in Florida’s March
presidential primary” via Allison Ross of the Tampa Bay Times —
More than 18,000 Floridians who voted by mail in March’s presidential
primary did not have their votes counted, according to an analysis done
by a group of national elections experts and academics. The numbers
of uncounted mail ballots, while relatively small, could prove crucial
come November. The youngest voters were most likely during the
March presidential preference primary to have their ballots not counted,
the analysis found, with 3.56% of mail ballots submitted by people aged
18 to 29 being rejected, nearly three times the overall rejection rate.


  


“Florida’s coronavirus outbreak complicates Republican
convention, Trump’s reelection bid” via David Smiley and Francesca
Chambers of the Miami Herald — When Vice President Pence, the
head of the White House coronavirus task force, returns to Florida
Thursday, he’ll find a much different situation than when he last visited
in late May. Florida at the time was reopening restaurants and gyms.
Politicians were paving the way for the Republican National Convention
to relocate from Charlotte. And the state — a must-win this November
for Trump — was hailed by Fox News anchors as a conservative
success story. But as Pence prepares to return to Florida to reassess
the situation, the state’s coronavirus outbreak is escalating to new
levels, complicating Trump’s reelection campaign and clouding the
outlook for the convention.


Convention countdown
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When VP Mike Pence visits Florida, it will be entirely different from his last visit.


“Jacksonville to order mask-wearing ahead of GOP convention” via
Marc Caputo of POLITICO — Jacksonville, where the Republican
National Convention is slated to be held in August, is planning to
institute a citywide mask order to stem the spread of coronavirus. The
announcement, scheduled for noon, requires indoor-mask wearing only,
not an outside mandate that other local governments in Florida have
passed. Jacksonville is unlike any other municipality in the state
because the sprawling city essentially encompasses all of Duval County
in northeast Florida. “Healthcare experts say it mitigates risk and city
hall learned military installations in Jacksonville are mandating it as
well,” a source said of Lenny Curry’s thinking.
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“3 Marion County electeds back Ryan Chamberlin for CD 3” via Drew
Wilson of Florida Politics — Chamberlin picked up a trio of endorsements
in his bid for the Republican nomination in Florida’s 3rd Congressional
District. The new backers: Marion County Tax Collector George Albright,
Sen. Dennis Baxley and former Marion County Commissioner Mike
Amsden. “Ryan Chamberlain is a businessman and family man with the
real-world experience so desperately needed today in Washington. We
need someone who clearly understands what Congressional action means
for working families back home, and Ryan fits the bill,” Albright said. The
nods bolster Chamberlin’s support within Marion, which is home to about a
fifth of the district’s 209,000 Republicans.


More from the trail
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Ryan Chamberlin nabbed a trio of key Marion County endorsements.


“Scott Franklin’s congressional bid scrambles Polk Republicans’
support for Ross Spano” via Gary White of The Ledger — The Harrell
family’s financial support helped U.S. Rep. Spano gain office in 2018, and
when Spano launched his reelection campaign the Harrells again opened
their checkbooks. Jack Harrell, a prominent backer of local Republicans,
contributed $2,700 to Spano’s campaign last August, and three months
later his son, Will Harrell, gave $250. Now, though, the Harrells are
putting their money behind a candidate seeking to deny Spano a bid for a
second term in Congress — Franklin, a Lakeland City Commissioner who
surprised many by entering the Republican primary for District 15 in
March.


— “Franklin works quickly to balance money disadvantage” via Gary
White of The Ledger


— “Interview: Democratic primary candidates for state Senate,
District 9” via the Orlando Sentinel editorial board


“Endorsement: For Florida Senate, Tina Polsky better suited than Irv
Slosberg for issues we face” via the South Florida Sun-Sentinel editorial
board — The Florida Senate District 29 seat came open late. Incumbent
Kevin Rader, a Democrat, announced three weeks before the June 12
qualifying deadline that he would not seek a new term. Rader wants state
Rep. Polsky to succeed him. One day after Rader’s announcement,
Polsky abandoned her reelection campaign for the House District 81 seat
and switched to the Senate race. Then Slosberg filed on the same day to
run in the Aug. 18 primary. This moment in Florida, however, demands
new thinking to deal with COVID-19 and racial injustice. Polsky is more
prepared to supply it. Slosberg’s history is one of self-promotion. Given the
challenges ahead, the Legislature needs someone with solutions for these
times.
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Happening tonight:


“Anna Eskamani endorses Omari Hardy as he seeks to oust Al
Jacquet in HD 88” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Eskamani is
backing a challenger to one of her House colleagues, as she is endorsing
Hardy in House District 88. Hardy currently serves as a Lake Worth Beach
Commissioner and is competing against incumbent Rep. Jacquet in the
HD 88 Democratic primary. On Monday, Eskamani called Hardy “a
passionate advocate for his community and a true fighter” who leads with
“integrity, thoughtfulness, [and] carries with him a deep commitment to
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service and a focus on delivering results.” Hardy and Jacquet have been
combative throughout the primary season. In February, Jacquet was
forced to apologize after directing an anti-gay slur at Hardy.


“Broward Teachers Union endorses Brian C. Johnson in HD 101” via
Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — The Broward Teachers Union is endorsing
Democratic candidate Johnson in the race for House District 101. “As
your State Representative, I won’t stop fighting until all teachers and
school personnel across the state are paid like the heroes they are and
are given adequate tools to educate our children,” Johnson said. “The
Broward Teachers Union can be confident that they’ll have an experienced
and fearless representative with them in Tallahassee.” Johnson also
touted his own experience helping turn around Sunland Park Academy in
Fort Lauderdale. Just five years ago, that facility was an F-rated school


“Ad seeks to link former Sheriff Scott Israel with Trump and hammers
him for ties to Roger Stone” via Anthony Man of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — A campaign ad for Sheriff Gregory Tony is reminding Broward
Democratic primary voters of former Sheriff Israel’s ties to Stone, the
notorious political dirty trickster and decadeslong associate of Trump.
Driving home the point, the ad hints at a connection between Israel and
Trump. It shows a picture of a smiling Trump and Israel. The president is
giving his familiar thumbs-up sign and so is Israel. The hard-hitting mailer
is among a half-dozen mailers so far produced by a Tony political
committee, Broward First.


Epilogue — “Andrew Gillum fundraising panel spends $52K on crisis
management after Miami Beach incident” via Jeffrey Schweers of the
Tallahassee Democrat — Gillum's fundraising panel has spent just over
$52,000 on a high-powered New Jersey PR firm that specializes in crisis
management since he was found in a Miami Beach hotel room with drugs
and an alleged male escort. Forward Florida, the political committee that
helped fund Gillum's unsuccessful 2018 run paid the amount in three
installments to MWW Group LLC between March 31 and June 15. That's
on top of more than $1 million in legal fees he's spent dealing with an
ongoing federal investigation of his gubernatorial campaign and a
Massachusetts nonprofit.
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“DeSantis makes good on his promise” via the Sun Port Charlotte —
Give DeSantis credit for keeping his word and pushing through a
significant raise for our teachers. With the coronavirus pandemic taking
a huge bite of Florida’s revenues, there were some anxious moments
the past couple of months whether or not the highly anticipated pay
raise for teachers would actually happen. Losses in sales tax revenues
could siphon as much as $4 billion from the state’s projected income by
fall. Since state businesses, including the theme park money machines,
began shutting down, the state has lost around $500 million a month in
revenue. It had lawmakers scratching their heads how the losses would
be made up. The one-time $900 million budget request for teachers
shrunk to $500 million and some questioned if even that would be a
pandemic victim.


“Joe Henderson: If COVID-19 taught anything, it’s not to hold
graduation ceremonies” via Florida Politics — The question is
whether Florida high school students in the class of 2020 should


Opinion
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proceed with in-person graduations in the face of COVID-19. The
answer is simple, and it's not multiple choice. No, they should not.
Yeah, that stinks. It also stunk for advocates of $1 billion worth of
programs eliminated Monday by DeSantis. This year, almost everyone
loses. Hillsborough County has a tentative graduation schedule for 37
schools beginning July 8. The vast majority are scheduled for the
Florida State Fairgrounds. And even with social distancing and other
restrictions, it’s not a stretch to see how COVID-19 can spread there. “I
would probably say it’s not a good idea to do this,” Hillsborough School
Board member Steve Cona said.


  


Florida’s Department of Health reported more than 5,200 cases of
coronavirus Monday — which was good news (in a perverse sort of
way). We’ve averaged more than 9,000 new cases for each of the past
three days, so 5,000 seems kind of tame, given the circumstances.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— The state reported 28 additional fatalities Monday, bringing the
state’s total number of COVID-19 deaths to at least 3,546.


— Gov. DeSantis finally issued his line-item vetoes for the new state
budget, which takes effect tomorrow — slicing more than a billion
dollars from the bottom line.


— Those vetoes intend to beef up state reserves that have taken a hit
during the economic downturn brought on by the pandemic. But
Democrats in the legislature are fuming, upset they had no say in the
process.


— Sunrise takes a deep dive into the Governor’s budget cuts — and
the cuts he did not make — as well as the reaction from Democrats
who were cut out of the process.


— And the latest with Florida Man, who removed his pants when asked
to cover his face with a mask. And the guy yelling “white power” in that
video retweeted by the President? Guess which state he’s from.


To listen, click on the image below:


Today's Sunrise
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  Instagram of the day
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“Cirque Du Soleil could open this fall in Disney Springs, even as
company files bankruptcy” via Gabrielle Russon of the Orlando
Sentinel — The new Cirque Du Soleil show at Disney Springs could


Aloe
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potentially open this fall while the Montreal-based circus arts show
company seeks to reorganize financially under U.S. Chapter 15
bankruptcy laws. Cirque du Soleil filed for creditor protection in Canada
on Monday while it develops a plan to restart its business amid the
pandemic. The company said it has terminated 3,480 employees who
had been furloughed since March but expects to resume its resident
shows in Orlando and Las Vegas before the company shows start up.


“Historic steam engine rides again in Clewiston” via Stephanie
Byrne of WINK — A 100-year-old steam engine has been given new life
with an eco-friendly twist in Southwest Florida. From the bell to the
whistle, engine number 148 attracts attention. “People across the
country, rail fans, followed the progress. They posted pictures, video,
she has her own Facebook page,” said Judy Sanchez, senior director
of corporate communications and public affairs at U.S. Sugar. The
Clewiston-based company repurchased and restored the 100-year-old
steam locomotive in 2016, calling it the “Sugar Express.” “We start up
the locomotive with diesel and then we switch it over to recycled
vegetable oil as soon as it comes up to temperature,” said Bob
Lawson, general manager of harvesting and railroad operations at U.S.
Sugar and South Central Florida Express.


A century-old steam engine gets a new, eco-friendly life in Clewiston. Image via
Fox4Now.


“Jack Kerouac’s St. Petersburg home has been sold” via Paul
Guzzo of the Tampa Bay Times — or the first time in more than five
decades, the St. Petersburg home at 5169 10th Ave. N is not directly
linked to Kerouac or his family. Kerouac’s family sold the late beatnik
writer’s retirement home on Friday for $220,000 to a company that
specializes in flipping houses. There had been yearslong negotiations
between the family and a local nonprofit that wanted to turn the 1,760-
square-foot house into a writer’s retreat dedicated to the On The Road
author. But the group could not come up with the money in time. At their
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request, a local nonprofit, Friends of the Jack Kerouac House, became
the home’s caretakers in 2013 and held fundraisers to pay for the
upkeep. Two years later, the owner offered to sell it to the nonprofit for
$500,000.


  


Celebrating today are Reps. Travis Cummings and Erin Grall. Best
wishes to Adam's better half, Beth Babington, Kelly Mallette, and
Carrie DiMuzio Madden.


Happy birthday
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 7.3.20 — Burnin’ today: Independence Day,


Adams, Jefferson, Revere, Trump, DeSantis
Date: Friday, July 3, 2020 4:02:02 AM


Happy Independence Day.


Each year, we urge Florida Man and Woman to be safe out there. This
year, we truly hope you will take this message to heart.


There won't be an edition of Sunburn on Monday. The morning read of
what’s hot in Florida politics will return to inboxes on Tuesday, July 7.


  


As you celebrate July Fourth, keep in mind, it was July 2 which got
the shaft. On July 2, 1776, the Second Continental Congress of the 13
American colonies voted to formally separate from Great Britain (New


Facts about the Fourth
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York abstained). On that occasion, John Adams, a future president of
the renegade United States, wrote to his wife, Abigail, “The second day
of July 1776, will be the most memorable epoch in the history of
America. I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated by succeeding
generations as the great anniversary festival. It ought to be
commemorated as the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion
to God Almighty.” Continued Adams, “It ought to be solemnized with
pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and
illuminations, from one end of this continent to the other, from this time
forward forevermore.” It was not to be.


Two days later, the Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of
Independence written by a showoff named Jefferson. (Psst! Look
over here!) Ahem … The rest is history. So Happy Independence Day,
otherwise known as the Fourth of July. Just remember, it’s Adams who
eventually got the HBO miniseries.


A bunch of troublemakers, led by some showoff named Thomas Jefferson.


—“Independence Day comes only once a year, or does it?” via
Brent Batten of the Naples Daily News


“Getting the facts straight about the Founding Fathers” via
PolitiFact — Invoking the Founding Fathers on Independence Day to
celebrate our nation’s birth is a fine thing to do. Invoking them to score
political points? Watch out. Take, for example, a Facebook post about
Benjamin Franklin that circulated in May 2014, a post that was
actually aimed at making fun of Tea Party favorite Rep. Michele
Bachmann. The meme quotes Bachmann as saying, “This country
could use a president like Benjamin Franklin again.” Of course, Franklin
was never president. And we think Bachmann knows that, as well,
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because she never actually said the quote. We rated the fabricated
Facebook meme Pants on Fire. It’s not just claims on social media.
Pundits and politicians get things wrong time and time again when they
use the Founding Fathers to support their political views. Over the
years, PolitiFact has found numerous errors about what the Founding
Fathers supposedly said or did, especially when it comes to
constitutional issues and civil rights.


—“Fathers in chief” via Tevi Troy of the Weekly Standard


—“The 7 most badass Founding Fathers” via Dave Forsmark of
PJMedia.com


—“5 forgotten Founding Fathers” via Daniel Holzel of Mental Floss


—“4 more forgotten Founding Fathers” via Erik Johnson of Mental
Floss


—“A nostalgic look at Independence Days of yesteryear” via
Stephen Hiltner and Tariro Mzezewa


“Even George Washington had to fight fake news” via Angie Drobnic
Holan of the Tampa Bay Times — Forged letters from before his
presidency claimed to show in his own words that he privately
sympathized with the British monarchy and thought the American cause
was doomed. The letters also suggested that Washington thought
Americans weren’t ready for democracy. The letters were clever
forgeries, but they dogged Washington. They circulated in pamphlets,
during both the American Revolution and Washington’s presidency —
until Washington grew tired of hearing about them and issued an
adamant fact-check of his own. Whoever forged the letters worked to
make them believable, including details about Washington’s life as a
Virginia farmer. The letters were immediately recognizable as fakes to
Washington’s inner circle.


The truth about Paul Revere’s ride brought to you by the Florida
Medical Association — “The FMA wishes Sunburn readers a happy
Independence Day! We hope you’ll celebrate safely. We also
encourage all Floridians to thank our nation’s Veterans and their
families for protecting the freedoms upon which our country was
founded.” — FMA Executive Vice President Timothy J. Stapleton. And
we’d be remiss if we didn’t point out this fascinating Paul Revere factoid
involving a doctor (on message!) — a young physician was most likely
the only Patriot who reached Concord during the famous “midnight ride”
of Paul Revere.
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Henry Wadsworth Longfellow got a lot wrong in the “Midnight Ride of Paul
Revere.”


The History Channel tells us that “Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s
1861 poem about Revere’s ride got many of the facts wrong. For one
thing, Revere was not alone on his mission to warn John Hancock,
Samuel Adams and other patriots that the British were approaching
Lexington on the evening of April 18, 1775. Two other men, William
Dawes and Samuel Prescott, rode alongside him, and by the end of
the night, as many as 40 men on horseback were spreading the word
across Boston’s Middlesex County. Revere also never reached
Concord, as the poem inaccurately recounts. Overtaken by the British,
the three riders split up and headed in different directions. Revere was
temporarily detained by the British at Lexington and Dawes lost his way
after falling off his horse, leaving Prescott — a young physician who is
believed to have died in the war several years later — the task of
alerting Concord’s residents.”


“10 U.S. historical facts to rain on any July 4 party” via Florida
Politics — Every party has a pooper, that’s why some people go to
Fourth of July parties armed with trivia that casts doubt on conventional
wisdom — especially in American history. When partygoers are lighting
fireworks, exclaiming “Isn’t America beautiful?” these historical fact-
checkers rain the truth on their parade. Here are 10 “truth firecrackers”
to liven up (or put a quick end to) any Independence Day festivities: 1.
Baseball, the “All-American” sport, likely came from England; 2. Apple
pie is British, too; 3. The melody of the American national anthem
comes from an old English drinking song; 4. The Pledge of Allegiance
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was created for one reason — to sell more flags; 5. Canadians own the
Mall of America; 6. Bald eagle screeches are much weaker than the
iconic sound, which is actually from the red-tailed hawk; 7. Settlers
didn’t tame the American frontier; it was already pretty tame; 8. Hot
dogs on the Fourth? Lewis, Clark and the “Corps of Discovery” ate
over 200 dogs during the trip; 9. Speaking of wieners … President
Lyndon Johnson would frequently pull his out his own “Johnson”; and
10. Independence Day is actually July 2 (see above).


  


—@RealDonaldTrump: The United States has been experiencing,
believe it or not, Historically Low Crime Rates. The last thing we will be
doing is Defunding or Eliminating our many and various Police
Departments or, putting an end to our great Second Amendment!


—@MatGertz: Some housekeeping: [Donald] Trump had 67 live
tweets in June, his highest total since January. Of those, 65 responded
to Fox or Fox Business (the other two were CNBC and the infamous
OAN tweet). Fox & Friends (14), America's Newsroom (10), and The
Ingraham Angle (7) led.


—@ProjectLincoln: The Nasdaq can’t cure coronavirus.


—@MarcoRubio: #Florida surge isn’t because opened too fast It’s
because we got complacent &/or assumed group socializing was safe
Lockdown isn’t the answer We need to: -restrict settings conducive to
spread -indoor mask-wearing -protect +65 & high-risk -daily #’s for
#Covid admissions & ICU


—@GabrielSherman: Trump campaign in discussions to cancel
Trump’s Jacksonville convention rally bc of Florida’s COVID outbreak,
per source working on campaign.


—@JeffreyBrandes: I asked @FloridaDBPR for an update on the
current bar/brewery pause. After speaking w/@HalseyBeshears it
appears they are re-evaluating every 2 weeks as they look for a drop in
numbers. I believe we can responsibly reopen with updated guidance
and vigilant enforcement.


Tweet, tweet:


Situational awareness







  


NBA teams travel to Orlando — 4; Major League Soccer resumes — 5;
Disney World Magic Kingdom & Animal Kingdom to reopen — 8;
Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios to reopen — 12; Federal
taxes due — 12; MLB starts — 20; WNBA starts — 21; PLL starts —
22; TED conference rescheduled — 23; NBA season restart in Orlando
— 27; NHL resumes — 27; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet” premieres
(rescheduled) — 28; Florida primaries for 2020 state
legislative/congressional races — 46; Democratic National Convention
in Milwaukee begins — 47; "Mulan” premieres (rescheduled) — 49;
Indy 500 rescheduled — 51; Republican National Convention begins in


Days until
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Charlotte — 52; U.S. Open begins — 52; NBA draft lottery — 53; Rev.
Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 56; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres —
63; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 64; Rescheduled
date for French Open — 93; First presidential debate in Indiana — 88;
"Wonder Woman" premieres — 91; Preakness Stakes rescheduled —
92; First vice presidential debate at the University of Utah — 96; NBA
season ends (last possible date) — 102; Second presidential debate
scheduled at Miami — 104; NBA draft — 105; Wes Anderson’s “The
French Dispatch” premieres — 105; NBA free agency — 108; Third
presidential debate at Belmont — 111; 2020 General Election — 123;
“Black Widow” premieres — 128; NBA 2020-21 training camp — 132;
Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 138; “No Time to Die” premieres
— 140; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 151; “Top Gun: Maverick”
premieres — 173; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 219; New start date for
2021 Olympics — 385; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 393; “Spider-Man
Far From Home” sequel premieres — 490; “Thor: Love and Thunder”
premieres — 588; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness”
premieres — 630; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 672; “Spider-Man:
Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 826.







  


“Mike Pence: Florida can thank Donald Trump for being prepared
to handle COVID cases” via Steve Contorno and Kirby Wilson of the
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau — The coronavirus case numbers
are worse than ever in Florida. But Thursday, Pence came to Tampa
with a message for the Sunshine State: Florida is in a good position to
weather the storm. “I want the people of Florida to know we’re in a
much better place thanks to the leadership of President Trump, the
innovation of American industry and to the partnership that we’ve
forged, not just in testing, but in personal protective equipment,” Pence
said in an event at USF. Pence noted a handful of differences between
the current outbreak in Florida and the earlier ones in New York and
Seattle this spring. Treatment options have improved, testing
capabilities have expanded and hospitals are ready for a surge.


Corona Florida
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Mike Pence says we can thank Donald Trump for being prepared to handle
COVID-19.


“Ron DeSantis won’t take responsibility for rising coronavirus
cases, cites low death rate” via Steven Lemongello and Richard
Tribou of the Orlando Sentinel — DeSantis would not take any
responsibility for Florida’s skyrocketing coronavirus numbers Thursday,
just hours after the state recorded its highest single day of new cases
with more than 10,000. “Well, do you give credit for Florida for having
much lower fatalities per 100,000 than all the states you just praised?”
DeSantis told a reporter who asked about Florida and other Southern
states’ case numbers compared with the Northeast. Florida reported a
record-setting 10,109 coronavirus cases Thursday for a total of
169,106, and 67 new fatalities to bring the death toll to 3,617. Pence
acknowledged what he called “this outbreak in Florida,” and said he and
Trump supported DeSantis’ efforts to combat the rise in cases.


“As COVID-19 spreads in juvenile lockups, public defenders,
advocates call for testing” via Samantha J. Gross of the Miami Herald
— On April 10, the Department of Juvenile Justice reported the first
three cases of COVID-19, the highly contagious respiratory disease
caused by the novel coronavirus. All three were staff members. Now,
less than three months later, 97 young people and 106 staff at
residential programs and detention centers have tested positive. While
the department has set guidelines for screening incoming youth and
staff and suspending visitation, public defenders, other attorneys and
academics are asking why DJJ is still only testing those with symptoms
or those who had contact with someone believed to be sick with
coronavirus. There are about 1,700 youth at 72 facilities statewide, 541
of whom have been tested for the virus, according to DJJ.
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“Airbnb limits young renters as Scott Rivkees warns against July
Fourth parties” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — Ahead of the
Independence Day weekend, Rivkees and Airbnb have issued a
reminder to people to maintain social distancing and to avoid house
parties. To adhere to local rules, the popular vacation rental service
Airbnb previously announced it would restrict parties and events at
listings if local COVID-19 precautions prevented gatherings. The
company announced it would limit people younger than 25 from renting
an entire home locally unless the renters have records of good reviews.
Rivkees reminded Floridians to avoid closed spaces, crowded places
and close-contact settings, which health experts have dubbed the
Three Cs. “This 4th of July, as we celebrate with family and friends, it is
important that we all remain vigilant in our pursuit of curbing the effects
of COVID-19 and doing everything we can to protect our state’s most
vulnerable residents,” Rivkees said.


Scott Rivkees is working with Airbnb to help maintain social distancing protocols.


“Florida high school sports practices could fall back to Aug. 10 or
later” via Ruddy Collings of the Orlando Sentinel — A fall sports task
force voted to recommend that the Florida High School Athletic
Association move its start date for official fall sports practices from July
27 to “no earlier” than Aug. 10 due to continuing coronavirus concerns.
That shift, which would also push back the start of play, does not
require the approval of the Association’s board of directors and could
be enacted by FHSAA executive director George Tomyn and his staff
in the coming days. The board of directors is not scheduled to meet
until Sept. 27-28. But incoming Board President Lauren Otero, a
Tampa Plant assistant principal, said she will be talking to Tomyn and
suggested that a special board meeting could be held sooner.


“As Florida virus numbers rise, NBA arrivals draw closer” via Tim
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Reynolds of The Associated Press — The coronavirus numbers kept
climbing Thursday, with a single-day record for new cases being set in
Florida and the NBA revealing that the count of players and staff from
the 22 remaining teams that have confirmed diagnoses of COVID-19
continues to grow. The NBA numbers: nine more positive players from
tests conducted between June 24-29 to bring the total to 25 who have
been positive since mandated testing began June 23. At Disney,
preparations continued for the arrivals that start. Practice courts have
been put into place in what typically are hotel ballrooms. The arenas
that will play host to games are being set up for NBA needs, and some
staff were getting set to arrive to begin their quarantines.


  


“Is Miami mentally prepared for the idea of another COVID-19
lockdown? We got this” via Connie Ogle of the Miami Herald — The
fear surfaces even as we try to ignore it: Will the coronavirus force
Miami to shut down again? State and local officials say no. Never!
Maybe they’re right, and it won’t happen. Local officials tell us if we


Corona local
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wear masks all the time in public we can keep the tattered shards of our
economy running. And we should listen because our officials are known
for their cool heads, passionate attention to detail, making sure things
run smoothly and never being part of the problem. They know all the
facts, such as apparently the virus can only be transmitted after
midnight. But say it happens. There is no need to panic! We are older
and wiser. Older anyway. We acquired many skills on our coronavirus
journey.


Is Miami ready for another possible COVID-19 lockdown? Image via Forbes.


“Miami-Dade Mayor: Wear masks because closing businesses
again ‘brings so much suffering’” via Douglas Hanks of the Miami
Herald — When COVID numbers started looking bad again two weeks
ago, Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Giménez announced a crackdown on
emergency business rules and declared the economy would remain
fully open. “We’re not going back at this point,” he said on June 18. On
Thursday, with coronavirus statistics in Miami-Dade the worst ever, that
optimism was gone from Giménez’s public statements. “No one wants
to go back to close nonessential businesses. I certainly do not,”
Giménez said at a news conference Thursday morning at Charles
Hadley Park in the Liberty City area of Miami. “I know how much
suffering that has caused for working families. So please, everybody,
follow the rules.”


“‘The needle he has to thread is very tricky.’ COVID-19 puts Miami-
Dade mayor in a bind” via Alex Daugherty and David Smiley of the
Miami Herald — Giménez wanted to campaign on opposing socialism
and his nine years as Miami-Dade County Mayor. But a force larger
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than politics, the coronavirus pandemic, is defining his race for
Congress against Democratic Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell and
complicating his path to victory. As a Republican running in a left-
leaning congressional district, he also has to consider the president’s
hard-core voters, some of whom shun masks and resist government
lockdowns. This week alone, Gimenez issued a new mandate ordering
that masks are worn in public at all times, or those not complying will
face fines, with few exceptions. He also ordered beaches and pools
closed for the July Fourth weekend and set a 10 p.m. countywide
curfew.


“South Florida clamps down while cases hit new peak and COVID
patients fill hospitals” via Ben Conarck and Daniel Chang of the
Miami Herald — On the day Florida recorded a record high single-day
of 10,109 new cases of COVID-19, South Florida’s local governments
responded with more restrictions, including a 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew
in Miami-Dade, as patient volumes at local hospitals continued to swell
past the high water mark from early April. Amid those developments,
the health department reported the death of an 11-year-old boy in
Miami-Dade, the youngest person to succumb from the novel
coronavirus in the state. After weeks of surging case numbers, health
officials scrambled to ramp up testing to the maximum capacity of
28,000 tests a day at the 47 state-run sites dotting Florida. Local
government leaders pleaded with residents to obey recently enacted
face mask orders or risk a repeat shutdown of nonessential businesses,
a drastic measure from which the state has struggled to recover.


“Miami boy, 11, is youngest Florida victim of COVID-19. He beat
other illnesses but not this one.” via David Ovalle and Michelle
Marchante of the Miami Herald — At 18 months old, his body suffering
from deformities and his kidneys failing, Daequan Wimberly joined the
family of a Miami pastor as a “medical foster child.” Four years later,
Bishop Jerry Lee Wimberly adopted the boy, who despite constant
health issues, became a smiling presence at Miami’s Ambassadors of
Christ church. “He was happy. He could have been an usher
anywhere,” said Gladys Brown, a family friend and church member.
“He wouldn’t stop until he shook everyone’s hand.” But Daequan’s
already precarious health — he had to undergo dialysis three times a
week — took a fatal turn after he contracted COVID-19. Daequan, 11,
became the youngest victim of the virus to date when he died Tuesday
at Jackson Memorial Hospital.


“Four clerks test positive for coronavirus as Miami judges return
to criminal court Monday” via David Ovalle of the Miami Herald — As
judges prepare to return to Miami-Dade’s criminal courthouse, at least
four clerks have tested positive for the novel coronavirus, authorities
confirmed Thursday. The four employees from the ninth floor of the
Richard E. Gerstein Justice Building tested positive within the past two
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weeks. Another clerk, from the traffic division, also tested positive about
three weeks ago. To cut down on crowds at the Gerstein building, trials
remain suspended, and limited hearings have been held through Zoom,
with rotating judges in three courtrooms holding court via computers
and lawyers appearing remotely. The number of people at the aging
building will rise on Monday as all circuit judges — there are 25, plus
support staff — will return to work.


Four employees from the ninth floor of the Richard E. Gerstein Justice Building
tested positive within the past two weeks.


“Two South Florida men accused of fleecing millions from SBA’s
COVID-19 loan program” via Jay Weaver of the Miami Herald — As
the coronavirus shoved the nation’s economy off a cliff, Congress
passed a rescue plan for small businesses. A pair of South Florida
businessmen got in line for the government bailout so many times with
copycat loan applications that federal authorities are now accusing
them of fleecing more than $10 million from the Small Business
Administration’s Paycheck Protection Program for employees during
the COVID-19 pandemic. In June, Ross Charno of Fort Lauderdale
and James Richard Stote of Hollywood were arrested on charges of
bank and wire fraud in an alleged conspiracy extending from South
Florida to Ohio, according to a criminal complaint.


“Palm Beach County beaches to close starting Friday” via Hannah
Morse of The Palm Beach Post — Following the footsteps of its South
Florida neighbors, Palm Beach County beaches will be closed starting
Friday through Sunday, ahead of the Fourth of July holiday weekend.
All beaches, no matter if they are municipal or private, will be closed.
Restaurants and shops inside beach parks will be allowed to operate
but must continue to abide by the mask mandate and physical
distancing guidelines. The restriction will be lifted Monday, similar to
Broward’s order. Miami-Dade beaches will reopen Tuesday. Officials
were concerned about crowds gathering on the shores after positive
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coronavirus cases across Florida spiked in recent weeks.


“Wellington to refund more than $880,000 in utility deposits as part
of coronavirus response” via Kristina Webb of The Palm Beach Post
— Utility customers in Wellington are getting a hand dealing with the
financial fallout of the coronavirus pandemic. Over the next two months,
Wellington will refund deposits to its 6,500 accounts, Director of
Administrative and Financial Services Tanya Quickel said. That
amounts to more than $880,000 back in customers’ hands. The refund
will show up as a credit on utility bills over in July and August, she said.
The average credit is $135, and of the 6,500 accounts, about 6,100 will
receive more than $100, Quickel said. “We hope it helps,” she said.


  


“Visit Orlando handed out nearly $300,000 in extra pay as hotel
taxes plummeted because of coronavirus” via Jason Garcia of the
Orlando Sentinel — Agency leaders would not say who received the “incentive
compensation,” which totaled $278,549.29. The payments were made during a
month in which county hotel taxes essentially evaporated, falling from nearly
$26 million a year ago to less than $800,000. “Our governing body did approve
the decision to pay incentive compensation per the company’s compensation
plan, given that these payments pertained to (and were accrued for) an
outstanding performance in 2019,” Visit Orlando Chairman Adrian Jones
said in an email. “We discussed if delaying was appropriate but concluded that
these were earned and due for past performance, accrued and should rightfully
and morally be paid.”


“Rene Plasencia presses Orange County schools for reopening
information” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Plasencia expressed
concerns that parents and teachers are being left out of Orange County Public
Schools’ planning to reopen schools in the coronavirus crisis, in a letter sent
Wednesday to the district’s superintendent. Plasencia stressed that the
information is critical particularly for families with exceptional student
education plans who are being brought back for extended school year sessions
as soon as July 13. Plasencia, a Republican representing a swath of eastern
Orange County and northwestern Brevard County, also is planning to host a
virtual town hall meeting to discuss COVID-19 and the 2020-21 school year,
set for 11 a.m. next Wednesday.


More local
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Rep. Rene Plasencia wants more information from Orange County Public Schools
about reopening plans.


“Lake, Osceola school districts to offer in-person, virtual, hybrid
options this fall” via Dana Cassidy of the Orlando Sentinel — Before
schools reopen in Lake and Osceola counties this fall, parents will need to
make a choice for their children: virtual education, a return to in-person classes
— or a mix of both. School boards from both counties met this week to discuss
their plans for the 2020-2021 school year, with no end in sight to the
coronavirus pandemic. They revealed plans that mix virtual learning and
traditional classes — modified to embrace social distancing, increased cleaning
and other precautions. The “modified day” option in Lake County’s plan
would allow students to take language arts and math in school, but science and
electives at home. One challenge for parents: The district isn’t planning to
provide midday transportation for students who opt for that choice.


“Prepping for fall return amid virus adds up to $4.6M bill for UCF”
via Annie Martin of the Orlando Sentinel — The University of Central Florida
plans to spend more than $4.6 million to help stop the spread of coronavirus on
its campus this fall, scheduling hourly wipe-downs of door handles and
installing hundreds of touchless hand sanitizer stations, ventilation system
upgrades and Plexiglas panels. The campus has been mostly shuttered since
students left for spring break in early March. When the break ended, the
university switched to online-only courses. UCF and the other state universities
have received the green light to resume in-person classes next month from the
Board of Governors, which oversees them.


“Disney College Program is indefinitely suspended” via Gabrielle
Russon of the Orlando Sentinel — When Disney World reopens, Disney
College Program participants won’t be among the thousands of employees
returning to work. Disney is indefinitely suspending its internship program,
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saying it doesn’t know when it can reopen the Disney-owned apartments where
the students had lived together. Last month, a Disney union leader
acknowledged it was unlikely to return anytime soon. Disney said Thursday
the suspension was “until further notice,” calling it a “difficult decision.” …
“We understand this is not the news you were hoping to hear and we want to
assure you this decision was not made lightly,” Disney said in an open letter on
social media, promising to refund students their fees and allow participants,
including recent college graduates, to reapply.


“Disney workers won’t stay in NBA bubble — and many live in
coronavirus hot spots” via Ryan Gillespie of the Orlando Sentinel —
Many of the Walt Disney World workers who will be cleaning hotel rooms,
preparing meals and providing other services for NBA players confined to a
“bubble” on the resort’s property will be commuting from some of the hottest
coronavirus infection zones in greater Orlando. Of the 20 Central Florida ZIP
codes with the most Disney workers represented by union UNITE HERE, half
rank in the region’s top 30 ZIPs for confirmed COVID-19 cases, an Orlando
Sentinel analysis shows. More than 8,600 Disney workers live in those ZIP
code areas. UNITE HERE officials, who represent nearly 30,000 workers at
the parks, say the planned procedures will keep their workers safe during the
anticipated three months of NBA play.


“15 St. Petersburg police officers test positive for COVID-19” via
Kavitha Surana of the Tampa Bay Times — Fifteen officers and one civilian
employee have tested positive for COVID-19 since June 15, the St. Petersburg
Police Department announced. It’s another sign that the coronavirus pandemic
is still spreading across Tampa Bay and Florida. Six of the officers tested
positive this week even as the agency says it stepped up measures to contain
the virus. The infected officers work in the investigative, uniform and
administrative bureaus. The department did not name those officers, explain
how they came in contact with the virus, give a timeline of the infections, their
current medical conditions, or say what specific duties the officers or the
civilian employee performed, citing privacy concerns.


“Pinellas beaches will be open for July 4 holiday, but officials
expect self-policing” via Tracey McManus of the Tampa Bay Times —
Public beaches along Pinellas County’s 35 miles of sand will remain open this
weekend for what’s expected to be a busy holiday. In discussions this week,
local officials worried that closing the outdoor spaces would only divert
crowds to more susceptible congregating points indoors, like restaurants, as
coronavirus infections continue to rise in the Tampa Bay area. “Even within
the hotels, they’re having a hard time with crowds in terms of trying to get
them to spread out, practice social distancing within the hotels and out on the
pool decks. So the beach becomes a relief valve for people to be able to spread
out and not be contained so much,” county administrator Barry Burton told
the County Commission.
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Pinellas beaches will be open for the Independence Day weekend, with a heavy
reliance on self-policing. Image via WUSF.


“Lakeland commissioners pass monthlong mandatory mask
mandate” via Andrea Lyon of ABC Action News — The City of Lakeland
has passed a mask mandate Thursday after it failed to make it to a vote last
week. At last week’s meeting, officials didn’t have enough support to hold a
vote so the motion to require masks died. “I am disappointed that we didn’t
even get enough interest to get a vote on the topic,” Mayor Bill Mutz said.
Now due to more COVID-19 cases, leaders voted 5-2 to enforce mask-
wearing. The mandate requires people to wear masks in certain public indoor
locations when not maintaining social distancing.


“Escambia County launches $250,000 'Mask Up' ad campaign in
lieu of mask mandate” via Annie Blanks of the Pensacola News Journal —
Escambia County is undertaking a $250,000 public health ad campaign in lieu
of a mask mandate to encourage people to wear masks to help stop the spread
of COVID-19, as the number of local cases continues to rise — especially
among younger people. The campaign, dubbed “Mask Up, Escambia!”, will
feature print, online, TV and digital advertisements, social media pushes, and
distribution of masks and mailers to Escambia County citizens. The price tag
will be fully funded by the CARES Act, the $5 billion federal bill passed to
help local governments impacted by COVID-19. The campaign is marketed
toward people ages 25 to 34, which has taken over as the age group with the
highest number of positive COVID-19 cases statewide.


“Pensacola Beach Fourth of July fireworks show canceled due to
COVID-19 spike, rain threat” via the Pensacola News Journal — The
Pensacola Beach Chamber of Commerce has canceled its Fourth of July
"Fireworks at the Beach" event in response to both the surge in COVID-19
cases and the threat of inclement weather. The event was originally expected to
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take place at 8:30 p.m. Saturday at the Pensacola Beach Boardwalk. "We’re
disappointed to be postponing this annual event, but public safety and the
health of the community remains our top priority,” said Alison Westmoreland,
director of the Pensacola Beach Chamber. The chamber's announcement
comes just a few hours after the Blue Wahoos announced they will also be
canceling their scheduled Fourth of July movie and fireworks event Saturday at
the stadium.


What Ryan Wiggins is reading — “Blue Angels cancel 2020
Pensacola Beach Air Show” via Jake Newby of the Pensacola News
Journal — The 2020 Pensacola Beach Air Show, originally scheduled for July
8-11, has been canceled. The U.S. Navy Blue Angels team informed the Santa
Rosa Island Authority of their decision to cancel their performance on
Thursday afternoon. In a statement from the Blue Angels: “After much
discussion and consideration regarding the current rise in COVID cases in our
hometown, we have come to the conclusion that canceling our flights during
the Pensacola Beach Air Show is the only way we can ensure the safety of our
community we love so much. Each year we look forward to the opportunity to
fly for our friends, family and neighbors here in Pensacola. This was not an
easy decision to make.”


The Blue Angels will not be at the annual Pensacola Beach Air Show.


“Another record number of COVID-19 patients at Sarasota
Memorial Hospital Thursday” via Zac Anderson of the Sarasota Herald-
Tribune — The number of severely ill COVID-19 patients in Sarasota
Memorial’s intensive care unit also has been rising, hitting a record of 16 on
Wednesday and Thursday. Sarasota Memorial Chief Medical Officer Dr.
James Fiorica and Chief of Staff Dr. Alissa Shulman wrote a guest
editorial in the Herald-Tribune urging local officials to adopt mandatory mask
requirements, something the city of Sarasota did this week. The Town of
Longboat Key followed suit on Thursday. “As Florida’s reopening gains
momentum, we are seeing a rapid and alarming rise in patients hospitalized
with the novel coronavirus,” wrote Shulman and Fiorica. Joining other area
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hospitals, Doctors Hospital of Sarasota is implementing a modified visitor
policy, continuing until further notice.


  


“Confirmed coronavirus cases are rising in 40 of 50 states” via Jake
Coyle and Terry Spencer of The Associated Press — Four U.S. states,
Arizona, California, Florida and Texas, reported a combined 25,000
new confirmed coronavirus cases Thursday as the infection curve rose
in 40 of the 50 states heading into the July Fourth holiday weekend.
With the number of daily confirmed coronavirus cases nationwide
climbing past 50,000, an alarming 36 states saw an increase in the
percentage of tests coming back positive for the virus. “What we’ve
seen is a very disturbing week,” Dr. Anthony Fauci, the government’s
top infectious-disease expert, said.


Corona nation
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Patrons wait in line for the auto tag agency to open in Deerfield Beach. A new rule
went into effect in Broward County requiring facial coverings outdoors where


social distancing is not possible. Image via AP.


“Assessment of U.S. COVID-19 situation increasingly bleak” via
Jeffrey M. Jones of Gallup — As coronavirus infections are spiking in
U.S. states that previously had not been hard-hit, a new high of 65% of
U.S. adults say the coronavirus situation is getting worse. The
percentage of Americans who believe the situation is getting worse has
increased from 48% the preceding week, and from 37% two weeks
prior. The latest results, from June 22-28, are based on Gallup's online
COVID-19 tracking survey. Gallup first asked Americans in early April to
say whether they thought the coronavirus situation was getting better or
worse. At that time, 56% said it was getting worse and 28% better.


“America’s told-you-so moment: How we botched the reopening”
via Joanne Kenan of POLITICO — States emerging from the
coronavirus “stay at home” orders this spring had a road map to safety
at their fingertips. Much of it was never put in place. Or it was largely
ignored. And the alarming surge in coronavirus cases now spreading
across the country is less a surprise than a tragically predictable
national "I told you so" moment. “Every state was allowed to go off and
do their own activities,” said Howard Koh, a senior public health official
in the Barack Obama administration. The current resurgence of
COVID-19 cases and most experts see this as a wave within a first
wave, not the second wave that many fear will arrive in the fall, wasn’t
inevitable.


“U.S. seeks large-scale expansion of blood-plasma collection for
COVID-19” via Amy Dockser Marcus of The Wall Street Journal —
Federal health officials are in talks with the American Red Cross and
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blood organizations about ramping up the collection of blood plasma
from recovered COVID-19 patients, in a large-scale effort to build
supplies of the promising experimental treatment. In recent weeks the
Red Cross and the industry group America’s Blood Centers were asked
if they are able to collect 400,000 units or more of antibody-rich
convalescent plasma for treating patients infected with the coronavirus,
a multifold increase over the amount they have collected so far. Current
talks between Barda and the American Red Cross involve it potentially
collecting 200,000 units of convalescent plasma over the lifetime of
their contract.


“Nation has supply of 130 million N95 masks in July, possible
shortage of 30 million” via Donna Cassata of The Washington Post —
Government documents show the nation faces a demand for 160
million N95 masks this month, but the supply is only 130 million, House
Majority Whip James E. Clyburn said at a hearing of the House Select
Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis on the national stockpile.
Clyburn, chairman of the subcommittee, said the government suggests
decontaminating and reusing old masks, even though the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention has raised safety concerns about such
a step. “How is it possible that more than five months into this crisis, our
country is still facing a possible shortage of 30 million N95 masks this
month?” he asked. Rear Adm. John Polowczyk, the supply chain task
force lead at the Federal Emergency Management Agency, said the
supply chain doesn’t take into account what states or private institutions
have purchased.


The United States could be short as many as 30 million N95 masks.


“Pfizer reports encouraging early coronavirus vaccine data” via
Carolyn Y. Johnson of The Washington Post — An experimental
coronavirus vaccine being developed by the pharmaceutical giant Pfizer
and the German firm BioNTech triggered stronger immune responses in
recipients than those seen in people naturally recovering from an
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infection in a small study. The work has not yet been peer-reviewed,
and it is still unclear what level of immune response will protect a
person from getting sick. “It’s the first positive data I’ve seen coming out
of Operation Warp Speed,” said Peter Jay Hotez, dean for the National
School of Tropical Medicine at Baylor College of Medicine, referring to
the U.S. government effort to speed up the development, testing and
production of multiple coronavirus vaccines.


“Heart conditions drove spike in deaths beyond those attributed to
COVID-19, analysis shows” via Reis Thebault, Lenny Bernstein,
Andrew Ba Tran and Youjin Shin of The Washington Post — The
coronavirus killed tens of thousands in the United States during the
pandemic’s first months, but it also left a lesser-known toll: thousands
more deaths than would have been expected from heart disease and a
handful of other medical conditions. That spike contributed to Illinois,
Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, and New York state and the city
having a combined 75,000 “excess deaths” during that period, 17,000
more than the number officially attributed to COVID-19. The analysis of
data shows heart disease is the major driver of excess deaths,
excluding those officially attributed to COVID-19.


  


“Who’s waiting for unemployment checks? Thousands of
Floridians still in system limbo” via Caroline Glenn of the Orlando
Sentinel — Many unlucky people are labeled “pending” or “active” or
even “eligible” in the unemployment portal, and their application, for
some reason, is stuck inside the Florida Department of Economic
Opportunity’s struggling system that continues to be fraught with errors
and glitches. During the process, the department confirms the
claimant’s identity and investigates whether they’ve received wages
from a previous employer or filed an unemployment claim in another
state. But it’s unclear why for some that process has taken months. The
DEO in emails to applicants has said it’s “working diligently to process
as many claims as soon as possible.” The DEO recommends that
applicants log in to claim their weeks, even if they are still labeled
“pending.”


Corona economics
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Thousands of Floridians are still waiting for their unemployment benefits. Image
via AP.


“Even before the pandemic, poverty was a way of life for many
Black children in Tampa Bay” via Christopher O'Donnell of the Tampa
Bay Times — About 20 percent of Hillsborough County children live in
poverty, according to U.S. Census data, roughly the same as the
average across Florida. But in parts of East Tampa, a predominantly
Black neighborhood, almost one in every two children lives in a home
where the family income does not cover the essentials, such as food,
transportation and health care. It’s a similar story in South St.
Petersburg, another predominantly Black community, where about 40
percent of children live in poverty. The Black Lives Matter protests have
made it tougher to ignore Black poverty. Community leaders are calling
on those in local government to do more before another generation of
Black children grows up with less opportunity than most of their white
peers.


“U.S. Treasury reaches loan agreements with five major airlines”
via Alison Sider and Kate Davidson of The Wall Street Journal — The
U.S. Treasury Department has agreed to terms for loans to American
Airlines Group Inc. and four smaller airlines as part of an aid program to
help the industry weather the coronavirus pandemic. The Treasury said
that in addition to American, Frontier Airlines, Hawaiian Airlines,
SkyWest Airlines and Spirit Airlines Inc. had agreed to loan terms and
signed letters of intent. Air travel fell sharply this spring as government
restrictions on travel and fears of infection kept passengers from flying.
While air travel has started to rise, demand remains a fraction of what it
was a year ago and airline executives have said they expect a full
recovery will likely take years. These are the first airlines to accept
government loans from a $25 billion pool Congress earmarked under
the Cares Act.


“McDonald’s halts reopening plans” via Heather Haddon of The Wall
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Street Journal — McDonald’s Corp. is pausing the reopening of dine-in
service in the U.S. as coronavirus cases continue to spread across
states. The burger giant said that it would wait three weeks before any
new U.S. restaurants add dine-in service to its drive-through, takeout
and delivery operations. “Our resiliency will be tested again. COVID-19
cases are on the rise,” said a company letter by Joe Erlinger,
McDonald’s U.S. president, and Mark Salebra, head of the National
Franchisee Leadership Alliance owners association. Restaurant owners
that began offering dine-in service can continue if their jurisdiction still
allows it, the letter said, but the company decided to halt additional
openings as a number of state and local governments tighten social-
distancing regulations ahead of the July 4 holiday weekend.


  


“For TV networks missing sports, there’s one unthinkable
scenario: Losing the NFL season” via Ben Strauss of The
Washington Post — Throughout the spring and into the summer the
sports world has continued to feel the steady drumbeat of the NFL. The
league opened free agency as usual, providing news-making moments
such as Tom Brady signing with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, and then
its April draft went off without a hitch, delivering boffo ratings for ESPN.
For the TV networks and sports media outlets that cover the league,
this has been most welcome. But as the calendar flips to July, with NFL
training camps set to open at the end of the month, doubts have
surfaced about the viability of football season.


For TV networks, the unthinkable scenario: A canceled NFL season. Image via
AP.


“Boat, RV dealers ride sales surge” via Brian Hartz of the Business


More corona
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Observer — The popularity of recreational vehicles and the RV lifestyle
was already experiencing a resurgence earlier this year. That's thanks,
in part, to the strength of the economy (at the time) and increased
interest among millennials who aren’t ready or can’t afford to buy a
home and are able to work remotely while they indulge their wanderlust.
Sales of luxury, big-ticket items like RVs and boats were supposed to
come to a screeching halt because of the economic shutdown. But
something funny happened on the way to a COVID-19 crisis-led
downturn: a surge in sales. “Even with a ton of uncertainty in the world
right now, and more uncertainty to come, people are pretty dang
passionate about boating,” says Brett McGill, CEO of Clearwater-
based MarineMax.


“The hair salon is now a place of anxiety. And clients can’t wait to
return.” via Karen Heller of The Washington Post — Going to the hair
salon, a quotidian treat and a monthly or, in some cases, weekly,
reclamation project, is no longer normal. Given the tactile nature of hair
care, a glut of new regulations has completely altered the experience.
For the foreseeable future, getting a haircut, and color, which can take
hours longer, will be the epitome of our risk/reward calculations. “Thirty
percent of hairdressers live paycheck-to-paycheck,” says Mary Rector,
founder and CEO of Behind the Chair, an industry website. The median
stylist income was $26,270 in 2019. During the shutdown, some stylists
continued to work in defiance of state orders; some were jailed.


  


“Jacksonville protesters have no plans to back down when
Republican convention arrives” via Casey Craig of Creative Loafing
Tampa Bay — Republican leaders recently announced that
Jacksonville would play host to major parts of the RNC. Jacksonville,
known for its relatively large conservative demographic, has been given


Smoldering
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a fair share of praise for the decision. However, as protests against
police brutality and racism continue to surge across the country and
Duval County, the announcement has also been met with significant
backlash. Many have devoted dozens of hours — some, every day —
to the protests, despite grueling heat and inclement weather.
“Tentatively, if it’s not disrupted by coronavirus, I might go out and
protest the arrival of the RNC, ideally we can get it shut down before it
happens,” a Jacksonville protester who only identified herself as Jenn
told Creative Loafing Tampa Bay.


Protesters in Jacksonville are not going to let up when the RNC comes to town.


“Miami-Dade police moving to fire officer who hit a woman at
Miami International Airport” via Devoun Cetoute and David Ovalle of
the Miami Herald — The Miami-Dade Police Department is beginning
the process to terminate an officer who hit a woman, knocking her on
the ground Tuesday night at Miami International Airport. A day after a
video of the incident started circulating on social media, Miami-Dade
Police Director Alfredo Ramirez said Thursday that due to an
administrative investigation, he will be initiating the termination process
of the officer who punched the woman, Paris Anderson, 21. Multiple
sources have identified the officer as Antonio Clemente Rodriguez, a
Black officer of Puerto Rican heritage stationed at the airport. Ramirez
has not publicly identified the officer that he intends to terminate.


“South Florida cops charged for abuse of Blacks. Why did it take
protests?” via the Editorial Board of the Miami Herald — And just like
that, brutal officers in South Florida are being fired and charged with
crimes for mistreating the public. Imagine that. Last week, Miami-Dade
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State Attorney Katherine Fernandez Rundle filed four battery charges
against a Miami Gardens police officer who pressed his knee on the
neck of a woman outside a strip club and tased her in January. Then on
Tuesday, suspended Fort Lauderdale Officer Steven Pohorence, who
was captured on video shoving a kneeling woman during a Black Lives
Matter demonstration in May, was charged with misdemeanor battery,
the Broward State Attorney announced. So why did it take so long to
hold accountable officers who abuse their power?


“Man videotaped flinging water at protesters near Black Lives
Matter mural in downtown Orlando” via David Harris of the Orlando
Sentinel — Jake Ramsey and Rucsandra Bitere were standing on the
sidewalk alongside the Black Lives Matter street mural in downtown
Orlando, holding signs in support of the movement, when a man in a
pickup truck stopped in front of them Tuesday afternoon. After
exchanging a few words, the man unscrewed the cap to a half-full water
bottle and splashed Ramsey and Bitere in the face. A nearby business
captured part of the incident on video. Activists have identified the man
as a retired, high-ranking employee at the Orlando Fire Department. An
OFD spokeswoman said the agency is investigating a complaint against
an employee.


Color us shocked — “St. Louis couple who pulled guns on
protesters on private street once armed selves when friend cut
through property in 80s” via Jim Salter of the Orlando Sentinel — The
St. Louis couple who became internationally famous for standing guard
with guns outside their mansion during a protest have pulled a gun
before in defense of their property, according to an affidavit in an
ongoing case. As demonstrators marched near the Renaissance
palazzo-style home of Mark and Patricia McCloskey, video posted
online showed him wielding a long-barreled gun and her with a small
handgun. No shots were fired. The protesters, estimated at around 500
racially mixed people, were passing the house on the way to the nearby
home of Mayor Lyda Krewson.
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This is not the first time Mark and Patricia McCloskey pulled a gun to defend their
property. Image via Reuters.
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“Congress stares down funding cliff for coronavirus aid” via
Heather Caygle, Marianne LeVine and Sarah Ferris of POLITICO — As
the U.S. enters its sixth month of grappling with the coronavirus
pandemic — with cases soaring and unemployment claims hovering in
the millions — Congress is again facing a double-barreled dilemma:
how to address both the health and economic catastrophes threatening
the country. And in typical Congress fashion, lawmakers have teed up a
crunchtime crisis this month, giving themselves just a few weeks to
wrangle together a massive bipartisan coronavirus relief deal and ship it
to Trump. Speaker Nancy Pelosi said “of course” Thursday when
asked whether Congress can pull a massive relief bill together in the
coming weeks. “First of all, I’m not leaving for two weeks,” Pelosi told
reporters of the upcoming Independence Day holiday.


“Rick Scott enlists India in ‘New Cold War’ with China” via A.G.
Gancarski of Florida Politics — Scott continues his efforts toward a
global coalition to stand up against Communist China in the wake of


D.C. matters
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recent Chinese conflicts with India. Thursday saw his office publicize a
letter to Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, offering condolences for
China killing Indian soldiers and asserting shared purpose. “The United
States stands with India as you fight against Communist China’s
aggression,” Scott wrote, offering help in whatever way possible against
the Beijing regime. For Scott, this is the latest outreach in what he has
called a “New Cold War” with China, an effort that has seen him take an
unusual interest in global alliance building for a first-term Senator.


Rick Scott is seeking to enlist India in a ‘New Cold War’ against China.


“NAS Pensacola attack: Base security act may be rolled into
national defense budget” via Kevin Robinson of the Pensacola News
Journal — Scott's proposal to enhance vetting and increase security
around foreign students training on U.S. military installations is being
considered as part of the overall defense budget. Scott put forward the
Secure U.S. Bases Act after a flight student from the Royal Saudi Air
Force killed three people and wounded eight others in a shooting spree
Dec. 6, 2019, at Naval Air Station Pensacola. Subsequent
investigations found the gunman had spent years planning the attack in
collaboration with al-Qaida and that his personal social media accounts
contained anti-American rhetoric and jihadi ideology. The Secure U.S.
Bases Act calls for thorough vetting of prospective foreign students
seeking training on U.S. military bases, as well as screening their
immediate family members and ongoing monitoring of their activities
once they arrive in the U.S.


“Trump's July Fourth celebration: No tanks, lots of planes” via Lara
Seligman of POLITICO — Trump's second annual Independence Day
celebration will feature one major change from last year: It will have no
tanks or other military equipment on static display in the nation's capital,
according to two defense officials. Defense Secretary Mark Esper last
week approved an Interior Department request for the 2020 "Salute to
America," providing aerial, musical and ceremonial support to the day's
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events, said Army Lt. Col. Chris Mitchell, a Pentagon spokesperson.
This year, the festivities will also include a flyover of Mount Rushmore
as well as an "aerial salute" to several cities that played roles in the
American Revolution.


  


“The coronavirus pandemic and its effect on Fourth of July top
Americans’ concerns” via Chris Jackson and Mallory Newall of Ipsos
— The latest wave of the Axios-Ipsos Coronavirus Index finds that
American fears of the coronavirus pandemic have resurged to levels
last seen during the acute parts of the initial wave. Risk aversion may
also put a damper on the upcoming Fourth of July holiday with 78%
saying attending celebrations is a large or moderate risk. Also, 73% say
taking a vacation is either a large or moderate risk. Americans have
started curtailing social engagement; however, the number engaging in
out of home commercial activities remains stable or continues to
increase.


“From big cities to backyards, July 4 not usual blowout bash” via
Brian Mahoney of The Associated Press — The idea sounds almost un-
American. The Fourth of July was always a time for communities to
come together, daylong celebrations with patriotic parades in the
morning and fireworks finales to cap it off. This year, people are being
urged to stay home. If they want a show, watch it on TV. Fireworks will
still crackle over the National Mall in Washington and other places,
though with fewer people packed together watching them. Backyard
barbecues will replace some traditional trips to beaches or ballparks, as
virus fears keep some home for this holiday. Marching bands blaring
tunes while kids wave their handheld flags can’t happen as usual with
the virus refusing to let go of its grip on some places and even
strengthening in others.


'Merica
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A surprise display of fireworks sponsored by Macy's explodes over the Hudson
Yards area of Manhattan as seen from a pier in Hoboken. In New York, the


Macy's annual summer spectacle was replaced by a series of smaller, surprise
shows. They’ve been ringing out all week, leading into the televised finale


Saturday. Image via AP.


“Revived Mount Rushmore fireworks will feature Trump but no
social distancing” via David Welna of NPR — A decade after being
banned amid concerns about wildfires and groundwater pollution, and
despite protests by Native Americans and recommendations from
public health officials to avoid public gatherings, fireworks will once
again be exploding over Mount Rushmore in the Black Hills of western
South Dakota, at the urging of Trump. About 7,500 spectators will be
there, too, having won an online ticket lottery sponsored by South
Dakota's state tourism department. And despite at least 91 deaths
registered in South Dakota from COVID-19, these visitors will not be
told to don face masks or to practice social distancing at the event.


“I was in charge of Mt. Rushmore. Trump’s plan for fireworks there
is a terrible idea.” via Cheryl Schreier of The Washington Post — It
has been more than 10 years since fireworks were last seen at Mount
Rushmore National Memorial. The fireworks were canceled in 2010, my
first year as superintendent of the memorial, and they never resumed
during my tenure. While such patriotic celebrations were memorable,
they also endangered public safety and irreplaceable natural and
cultural resources within the national park and surrounding area. Yet
this year, Trump and his administration, with the support of South
Dakota Gov. Kristi L. Noem, have insisted on resuming the fireworks
on July 3. And the Interior Department, undersecretary David
Bernhardt, is allowing this to happen. Thanks to an extremely dry
summer, South Dakota faces a higher than usual risk of wildfires.
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—“Anthony Fauci: Avoid gatherings like Trump's Rushmore
fireworks show” via Matthew Choi of POLITICO


“Experts fear July 4 weekend will exacerbate coronavirus spread”
via Jessie Hellmann of The Hill — Experts worry that the COVID-19
pandemic in the U.S. will worsen after the Fourth of July weekend,
when millions of people gather across the country during one of the
busiest travel periods of the year. “I am very concerned, especially
given this coming weekend, that the same types of spikes, the same
types of surges could be seen not just in the places that are currently
experiencing surges, but in places that have already experienced
surges, and in ones that haven't yet,” said Joshua Barocas, assistant
professor of medicine at the Boston University School of Medicine.
Experts hope people follow guidelines over the weekend and hold their
events or gatherings outdoors, where the risk of transmission is lower
than inside.


“How to safely celebrate the 4th of July during a pandemic” via
Amanda Tarlton of USA Today — For most Americans, the Fourth of
July is going to look a lot different this year. Due to the coronavirus
pandemic, many cities and states have decided to cancel their annual
parades, festivals, and fireworks displays, along with closing picnic
areas and park pavilions to discourage crowds from gathering. While
you may not be able to attend the usual festivities or gather with friends
and neighbors to watch fireworks, there are still ways to celebrate the
Fourth of July while social distancing and following the CDC's
guidelines for preventing the further spread of COVID-19. A few
displays will be livestreamed on the Fourth, including Macy's annual
fireworks in New York and the D.C. fireworks. Some cities have also
announced that they will stream their fireworks displays on local news
networks for residents who opt to stay home.


“6 peculiar Fourth of July celebrations across the country” via
Natalie Compton of The Washington Post — Bet on lobster races in Bar
Harbor, Maine; Portsmouth, New Hampshire’s 10-acre Strawbery
Banke Museum celebrates Independence Day with a naturalization
ceremony for more than 100 new citizens from more than 30 nations;
see Willie Nelson and friends in Austin; take in the golf cart parade in
Catalina Island, California; run up a mountain in Seward, Alaska; cheer
on lumberjacks in State College, Pennsylvania — the Central PA 4th
Fest, a big buffet of American activities, including, but not limited to, ax-
throwing, free hot dogs, foot races, roller-derby entertainment and a big
community parade.
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Willie Nelson's 4th of July Picnic in Austin is one of the more unique ways to
celebrate Independence Day.


“Misunderstood ‘patriotic’ songs for the Fourth of July” via Maeve
McDermott of USA Today — “Born in the USA,” Bruce Springsteen:
Perhaps the most famous song to be widely mistaken for a patriotic
anthem, Springsteen’s famous 1984 single has been used by political
candidates from Presidents Ronald Reagan to Trump. Yet, listen past
the song’s booming chorus, and its lyrics tell the story of a young
American kid sent against his will to fight in Vietnam, only to return
home to a country arguably as hostile. “Fortunate Son,” Creedence
Clearwater Revival: The song has been similarly treated as a patriotic
working-class anthem, but listen past its star-spangled opening lines —
“Some folks are born made to wave the flag/Ooh, they’re red, white and
blue” — for John Fogerty‘s anti-establishment storytelling about how
the poor were sent to fight and die in Vietnam while the wealthy were
spared. “This Land Is Your Land,” Woody Guthrie: It wasn’t intended
as such when the singer-songwriter, irritated by radio stations playing
Irving Berlin’s “God Bless America” on a constant loop, wrote the song
in 1940.


“What states are searching about grilling this Fourth of July” via
Brian Stelter and Oliver Darcy of CNN — Data from Google Trends is
revealing what people in each state across the U.S. checklist are
searching about grilling as we approach the Fourth of July holiday
weekend. The most searched “how to grill …” In the Western states is
“tri-tip.” In the eastern part of the country, fish and steak are popular. In
Florida, it’s “grouper.”


“The case for a Fourth of July Seder” via Alan Burdick and Eliza
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Byard of The New Yorker — Independence Day should be restful, yes,
but it could also be more purposeful. What the Fourth of July needs, we
think, is a Seder. For those unacquainted with it, the Seder is the meal
served at the beginning of Passover, the Jewish holiday that recalls and
celebrates the flight of the Israelites from bondage in ancient Egypt. It is
a ceremony replete with symbolic foods (bitter herbs, invoking the
bitterness of slavery; matzo, the bread of affliction) and ritual acts
(hand-washing, blessings over wine). It’s also an adaptable holiday,
responsive to its audiences through the ages and to changing historical
tides. What would a good Fourth of July Seder look like? One core
ritual, easily carried out in ten minutes, should be to read the
Declaration of Independence out loud. It’s a declaration; let’s declare it.
And one more thing: a proper Seder requires that you invite a stranger
to your celebration, someone who is wandering alone in the desert,
beyond the borders of your community. That shouldn’t be hard to find.


“The Statue of Liberty” via Miss Cellania of Neatorama.com — The
story of the statue begins with the American Civil War. When fighting
broke out in 1861, the rest of the world watched with rapt attention:
Could the grand experiment in democracy survive? The United States
had been an inspiration to the French, who were locked in a cycle of
extremism, swinging between bloody democratic revolutions and
imperial autocracy. When Abraham Lincoln was assassinated on April
15, 1865, the French were crushed. More than 40,000 grieving citizens
contributed to a fund to award Lincoln’s widow a gold medal … It was in
this climate, in the summer of 1865, that a group of prominent
Frenchmen were discussing politics at a dinner party given by Edouard
René de Laboulaye, a prominent historian and law professor … He
proposed that France give America a monument to liberty and
independence in honor of her upcoming centennial. After all, tens of
thousands of Frenchmen had just contributed to a medal for Mary Todd
Lincoln — how much harder could it be to pony up for a statue?
Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi, an up-and-coming sculptor … wanted his
monument to be just as inspiring, and his sketches leaned on the
popular imagery of the time-broken chains, upheld torches, crowns
meant to represent the rising sun … Bartholdi didn’t want “Liberty
Enlightening the World” to be just a tribute to American freedom. The
statue had to send a pointed message to France that democracy works.
It didn’t take long for Bartholdi to perfect his vision for the sculpture.
Getting the statue actually built, however, was another matter … Given
the statue’s message, backing from the French government seemed
unlikely … Laboulaye had an idea: What if he and Bartholdi pitched the
project as a joint venture between the two countries? As a show of their
shared friendship, France could provide the statue and America the
pedestal … Bartholdi’s workmen started by creating a 4-foot model.
Then they doubled the size. Then they quadrupled it to create a 38-foot-
tall plaster model. The workmen then broke down the structure into 300
sections, taking each piece and enlarging it to precisely four times its
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size. The result? A full-scale model of the final statue — in pieces! On
October 28, 1886, the Statue of Liberty was finally ready. New York
held its first-ever ticker-tape parade for her unveiling. And while
hundreds of thousands cheered from Manhattan, only 2,000 people
were on the island when she was finally opened to the public — a “tidy,
quiet crowd,” an officer on duty told The New York Times.


The Statue of Liberty on display in Paris in 1878, before it was assembled in the
United States.


“Forget plain ketchup: Try making these nine condiments for your
Fourth of July cookout” via Michelle Stark of the Tampa Bay Times —
Kranch. Mayocue. Mayomust. Three “new” condiments introduced by
Heinz this year, all kind of weird until you really think about it. We’re not
going to defend the names, but mixing classic condiments is a no-
brainer. If you squint, Kranch resembles Russian dressing. In fancier
circles, Mayomust might be called “mustard aioli.” For this year’s Fourth
of July food spread, we are going all-in on condiments. Keep the food
simple. Heat up a grill, cook up some meats and veggies. And ahead of
time, whip up a number of accompanying creations. We’ve broken it
down by three of the most common condiments, bases onto which you
can build: ketchup, mayonnaise and mustard.


“Holiday travel expected to drop amid pandemic” via the News
Service of Florida — “The roadways, we expect them to be much less
congested than they would on a typical 4th of July or a typical holiday
weekend,” AAA spokesman W.D. Williams said. AAA expects 15%
fewer trips will be taken this summer, and 97% of travelers will drive to
their destinations. Air travel is expected to be down by 74%. Nationally,
last year’s most popular July 4 holiday destination was Orlando. But
Williams said the pandemic has caused Central Florida to drop to
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number eight in 2020. “All of the attractions are not yet open in the
Orlando area, and people are a little wary of going into places with
large, massive crowds,” he said. This year’s top summer travel
destination is Denver.


  


“DeSantis backs proposals for Space Force headquarters” via Jim
Turner of the News Service of Florida — DeSantis endorsed six Florida
counties and three cities that hope to land the command headquarters
of the U.S. Space Force. In a letter to Air Force Assistant Secretary
John Henderson, DeSantis supported the proposals by Jacksonville,
Pensacola, Brevard County, Miami-Dade County, Orange County,
Pinellas County, Seminole County and a joint proposal from Tampa and
Hillsborough County. “Our state has a long history of support for our
nation’s effort in space through the operations of the Kennedy Space
Center, the 45th Space Wing at Patrick Air Force Base and Cape
Canaveral Air Force Station,” DeSantis wrote. “Equally important as our
military installations, is Florida’s robust commercial space industry.”


Ron DeSantis is backing a significant push to have the U.S. Space Force
headquarters located in Florida.


Appointed — Roberto Alonso to the Miami Dade College District
Board of Trustees; Elizabeth Justen and Steven Harvey to the South
Broward Hospital District Board of Commissioners.


“Environmentalists challenge ‘rights of nature’ preemption in SB
712” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Environmentalists in Orange
County have filed a federal lawsuit against DeSantis to stop a provision
in Senate Bill 712 that would preempt local “rights of nature” laws like


Statewide
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one Orange County is considering. DeSantis signed SB 712, the Clean
Waterways Act, calling it “probably the most comprehensive bill we’ve
seen in quite some time.” The law, sponsored by Sen. Debbie
Mayfield, provides sweeping new regulatory authority over septic
systems, stormwater and agriculture runoff. But the act also includes a
provision that bans a radical new kind of environmental protection effort
being pursued in Orange County and elsewhere: using a legal concept
acknowledged by the U.S. Supreme Court in the 1970s to assign rights
to rivers and other natural features.


What Jeffrey Brandes is reading — “A new law was supposed to
make Florida’s criminal justice data radically transparent. It failed.”
via Andrew Pantazi of The Florida Times-Union — In 2018, a law
passed to make Florida’s criminal justice system the most transparent
in the nation. But FDLE’s failure to meet deadlines has meant the law
has failed to live up to its promise. The new database built by the
Florida Department of Law Enforcement would give the public individual
case data and show how many people are in jails and prisons. The
American Bar Association called the law a blueprint for the nation.
Wired magazine said it would bring unprecedented transparency to
criminal justice. Yet as protests draw a renewed focus on how the state
handles punishments, the public has no more ability to access that data
than it did the day the law passed.


“State attorney asks Governor to reassign Sheriff Darryl Daniels
investigation to another circuit” via Dan Scanlan of The Florida
Times-Union — The yearlong investigation into whether Clay County
Sheriff Daniels used his position to illegally order the arrest of a woman
he had an affair with has been completed by FDLE. But in a Thursday
letter to DeSantis, State Attorney Melissa Nelson has asked for the
case to be reassigned to another judicial circuit for final review after her
office initiated that investigation in May 2019. Daniels, known for his
get-tough policy on crime, posted a video this week saying he would
make “special deputies of every lawful gun owner in this county” if he
feels the community is overwhelmed by protesters. He is also being
challenged by six other candidates in his bid for a second term as
sheriff.


“Orange County property appraiser asks court to reconsider ruling
that could save Disney and other hotel owners millions in taxes”
via Jason Garcia of the Orlando Sentinel — Orange County Property
Appraiser Rick Singh wants an appellate court to reconsider a ruling
that could save Walt Disney World and other hotel companies millions
in property taxes. Singh’s office on Thursday asked the 5th District
Court of Appeal to hold another hearing in a yearslong legal battle with
Disney over the assessment of Disney’s Yacht & Beach Club Resort, a
luxury hotel with an annual property tax bill of more than $4 million. The
request comes two weeks after the court ruled that Singh’s office had
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improperly inflated the value of the Disney hotel, where the tax
assessment more than doubled in 2015 to nearly $340 million.


“Legal woes mount for owner of popular tourist restaurant under
tax investigation” via Melissa Hernandez of WUFT — The new legal
problems also may complicate efforts by David Biegler, co-owner of
the Hurricane Oyster Bar and Grill in Santa Rosa Beach, to pay the IRS
and Justice Department over what the government said he owes. The
latest arrest means Biegler is simultaneously fighting separate drunken
driving cases against him in two states. Biegler and his estranged wife,
Kellie, are accused of failing to pay payroll and other taxes on more
than $4 million in wages for hundreds of employees and failing to file
personal or corporate income tax returns for more than 10 years.


  


“Florida was off center stage in American Revolution despite some
important events“ via Kevin Derby for Sunshine State News — As the
nation celebrates this Fourth of July … Floridians can look back at the
strange and almost entirely forgotten role their state played in the
American Revolution. A Spanish colony for nearly 200 years, the
English gained Florida at the Treaty of Paris in 1763, which ended the
Seven Years War. People in the U.S. call it the French and Indian War.
Dividing the peninsula into East Florida and West Florida, the British
attempted to develop plantations in their new holdings but generally
used the Floridas for military purposes. The strong military presence
helped ensure that the Floridas would not join the 13 colonies to the
north in rebelling against George III. … rebellious Americans looked at
the Floridas as a threat since the British could launch attacks into
Georgia and South Carolina from the south. Colonists loyal to the
British crown fled to the Floridas and helped form military units, like the
East Florida Rangers, to fight against the American forces. While they
did not play a leading part in the American Revolution, Florida and
Floridians provided some dramatic moments. James Grant, who
served as governor of East Florida from 1764 until 1771, played a
crucial part in British successes in capturing New York, and would
capture St. Lucia from the French later in the war. American prisoners
were held in St. Augustine — including Arthur Middleton and Edmund
Rutledge, two South Carolinians who signed the Declaration of
Independence. One recent Florida politician with a keen interest in his
state’s role in the American Revolution was longtime U.S. Rep. Charles
E. Bennett … who represented the First Coast in Congress from 1949
until retiring in 1993. Bennett wrote several books on the Revolution,
including a book on battles as well as a biography of Robert Howe with
Donald Lennon.


“Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission urges safe boating
practices over July Fourth weekend” via Spencer Fordin of Florida


A Florida Fourth
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Politics — FWC is conducting an education and enforcement initiative
called Operation Dry Water that seeks to educate people about the
perils of irresponsible boating. The Fourth of July is one of the busiest
boating holidays across the United States, and last year, there were five
fatalities and 68 people injured in Florida in July in boating under the
influence incidents. FWC is reminding boaters it is illegal to operate a
vessel under the influence of alcohol or drugs and that doing so can
lead to serious injuries and consequences. The law in Florida states
that it is illegal to operate a boat with a blood alcohol content level of
.08 or higher.


The FWC is promoting safe boating for Independence Day,


Florida Forest Service offers safety tips for Independence Day —
Residents and visitors should always check local laws before using
fireworks. If choosing to celebrate with fireworks, grills, or campfires,
follow these safety tips: Light fireworks in a cleared area free of
vegetation or dry debris; Clear debris from around campfires, grills and
all fire sources; Remove debris from any location where fireworks could
land; Always have a water source available; Aim fireworks away from
people, homes and wooded areas; Never use homemade fireworks;
Discard used fireworks in a bucket of water; Store unused fireworks,
matches and lighters out of the sight and reach of children; Never leave
a fire unattended and ensure it is completely out before leaving it;
Report any fire immediately to 911.


“South Florida carnival drive-thru brings deep-fried Oreos, funnel
cakes for July 4 weekend” via Phillip Valys of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — Summer is carnival season, and not even a pandemic will
keep people from indulging in deep-fried Oreos. That’s the gamble
behind this weekend’s Fair Eats Drive-Thru, a three-day bonanza of
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artery-clogging carnival food rolling into the South Florida Fairgrounds
July 3-5. Visitors — without leaving their cars — can order 14 menu
items for curbside pickup, including candy apples, elephant ears, funnel
cakes, small and jumbo corn dogs, turkey legs, fried Oreos and
Snickers, cotton candy, chicken tenders, roasted corn and buckets of
French fries. “People are going nuts for this on our social media,” says
Vicki Chouris, South Florida Fairgrounds’ president and CEO. “Which
makes me nervous, because it could be too popular.”


“Fourth of July gives Tampa Bay's tourism a boost, but future
remains unpredictable” via Veronica Brezina-Smith of the Tampa Bay
Business Journal — Hotels are filling back up and passengers are
hopping back on airplanes, for now. The Fourth of July weekend is one
of the busiest for local tourism as people get together and many book
hotels along the beach, and the coronavirus pandemic doesn't seem to
be stopping that. Airlines flying in and out of Tampa International Airport
are expected to add more than 3,400 flights in and out of Tampa this
month. St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport indicated it is also
seeing an increase in travelers.


  


—“Pandemic patriotism: Here’s where you can watch fireworks in
Florida this July Fourth Weekend” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics


“Fireworks are America’s favorite face exploding, dog torturing,
bird murdering way to celebrate its birthday” via Caitlin Gibson of
The Washington Post — You could argue that “fireworks gone wrong”
(Google it: 37 million results) serve a kind of Darwinist function,
reappropriating the anatomical inheritance of whoever can’t be
bothered to follow the Consumer Product Safety Commission’s advice
to “NEVER LAUNCH FIREWORKS OFF YOUR BODY.” But leaving
aside that fireworks themselves can malfunction and that many of the
wounded are just kids, consider the collateral damage of humankind’s
fascination with these over-the-counter explosives. The National Fire
Protection Association reports that roughly 18,500 fires are started by
fireworks every year — house fires, vehicle fires, even wildfires, like the
guy who set ablaze 47,000 acres in Arizona and caused more than $8
million in damage after he detonated fireworks as part of a “gender
reveal” party.


“Firework tent sales boom as organized shows fizzle with COVID-
19” via Sarah Hollenbeck of WFTS — In turn, local firefighters are
preparing for a spike in calls. While firework shows may be fizzling out
on both sides of the bay, at the Galaxy Fireworks tent on Dale Mabry in
Tampa, sales are exploding. “The sales have been definitely a lot
higher than normal,” Catherine Parbel, an employee at the tent
explained. “Fireworks are often a last-minute sale so we really expect


Rockets red glare
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July 3 and 4 to be extremely busy.” TNT, Pyro Junkies and Phantom
Fireworks tell ABC Action News they are also seeing a spike in sales
thanks to a triple whammy: canceled organized shows, the holiday
falling on a Saturday and a new state rule that makes fireworks legal on
July 4 (and New Year’s Eve).


—“Fireworks sales rise as cities cancel public celebrations” via
Julius Whigham II of The Palm Beach Post


Jimmy Patronis wants you and your companions to be safe this Fourth of July.


“Fireworks! The science and psychology of fireworks“ via PBS —
NOVA presents the colorful history of pyrotechnics and reveals how
high-tech firing systems are transforming public displays into a dazzling,
split-second science. Here’s what you’ll find online: Name That Shell …
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Watch video clips of fireworks bursting in air and find out how well you
know your chrysanthemums from your peonies, your roman candles
from your palm trees. Anatomy of a Firework … Where you see brilliant
light and vivid color, a pyrotechnician sees a successful lift charge,
black powder mix, time-delay fuse, bursting charge, and other essential
ingredients. Pyrotechnically Speaking … Dr. John Conkling, adjunct
professor of chemistry at Washington College and former executive
director of the American Pyrotechnics Association, describes what it is
about fireworks that gets him, well, all fired up. On Fire (Hot Science) …
This virtual laboratory lets you explore the basics of combustion,
including how a fire ignites, what a flame is made of, and how burning
molecules rearrange themselves.


“’They think they’re going to die’: How to keep dogs safe and calm
during Fourth of July celebrations” via Jorge Ortiz of USA TODAY —
It’s not too hard to tell your dog is scared if you know what to look for.
Shivering, shaking, panting, salivating, yawning, and trying to hide are
some of those indications. Frightened dogs may also lick their lips
repeatedly or get stiff. Depending on the pitch fireworks that may seem
distant can still elicit stress. Music, preferably classic or reggae, can
block out some of the offending sounds. A familiar surrounding would
also provide a sense of comfort. It’s best to leave pets behind in a
secure place. If they’re outside, a leash is advised. The ASPCA points
out alcoholic drinks can poison pets, which may get weak and
depressed or even go into a coma after ingesting alcohol.


“With fireworks canceled, TV offers a way to see rockets’ red glare”
via Sharon Kennedy Wynne of the Tampa Bay Times — All the major
city fireworks shows in the Tampa Bay area are canceled this year in an
effort to keep crowds from gathering during the coronavirus pandemic.
But you can still see the rockets’ red glare on TV and online this
weekend as some firework shows are televised and livestreamed to let
you watch from the comfort of your couch. The Sarasota park that
hosted a drive-in stunt show for daredevil Nik Wallenda last month is
going the drive-in route again, this time for fireworks. The 40th annual
broadcast of A Capitol Fourth airs on PBS on Saturday from 8-9:30
p.m. The Macy’s fireworks show in New York City will be broadcast on
NBC from 8 to 10 p.m. Saturday.
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“’What do I do? What do I do?’: Trump desperate, despondent as
numbers crater, ‘loser’ label looms” via Gabriel Sherman of Vanity
Fair — To console himself, Trump still has moments of magical
thinking. “He says the polls are all fake,” a Republican in touch with
Trump told me. But the bad news keeps coming. This week,
Jacksonville, Florida — where Trump moved the Republican National
Convention so he could hold a 15,000-person rally next month —
mandated that people wear masks indoors to slow the explosion of
COVID-19 cases. According to a Republican working on the
convention, the campaign is now preparing to cancel the event so that
Trump doesn’t suffer another Tulsa–like humiliation. “They probably
won’t have it,” the source said. “It’s not going to be the soft-landing
Trump wanted.”


Donald Trump is despondent over the possibility he may lose big in November.


2020
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Image via Bloomberg.


“Trump’s ardent defense of Confederate monuments continues as
Americans swing the opposite direction” via Eugene Scott of The
Washington Post — Trump’s continued defense of monuments to and
institutions named in honor of Confederate figures puts him in
opposition not only to his political opponents, who view monuments to
Confederate soldiers as racist — but to most Americans, as well. While
attacking Sen. Elizabeth Warren in what many consider a slur against
Native Americans, Trump tweeted Wednesday that he would veto any
bill attempting to rename military bases named for Gen. Robert E. Lee
and other military leaders of the Confederacy.


“In wake of Trump’s Tulsa rally, his campaign is still contending
with the fallout” via Josh Dawsey and Carol D. Leonnig of The
Washington Post — It was just hours before Trump was set to take the
stage for his rally in Tulsa last month when the news broke: Six staff at
the site had just tested positive for the coronavirus. The president, who
was en route from Washington, was livid that the news was public,
according to people familiar with his reaction. Health care workers were
quizzed about whether they had leaked the information about the
positive cases to the news media and then were given a different list of
people to test. Tim Murtaugh, a campaign spokesman, said the Trump
campaign “performed more tests than originally anticipated” in Tulsa,
adding that the event was in compliance with Oklahoma state
guidelines and that campaign employees “wore masks during the rally
in accordance with guidelines.”


“Trump set to headline high-dollar fundraising dinner at a private
Florida home next week” via Josh Dawsey and Michelle Ye Hee Lee
of The Washington Post — Trump is set to hold a high-dollar dinner at a
private residence in Hillsboro Beach, Florida, next week to raise money
for his campaign and the Republican National Committee, according to
an invitation sent to top GOP donors, his first in-person fundraiser since
mid-June.


Tweet, tweet:
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“Democratic ad-makers think they’ve discovered Trump’s soft
spot” via David Siders of POLITICO — Trump wasn’t halfway through
his speech in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and Democratic ad makers in
Washington and New York were already cutting footage for an air raid
on the slumping president. They didn’t focus on the president’s curious
monologue about his difficulties descending a ramp or drinking water at
West Point, the small crowd size of the Tulsa event, or even his use of
the racist term “Kung flu.” Instead, the ads zeroed in on Trump’s
admission that he urged officials to “slow the [coronavirus] testing
down.” They are pouring tens of millions of dollars into ads yoking his
behavior to substantive policy issues surrounding the coronavirus, the
economy, and the civil unrest since the death of George Floyd.


  


“Coronavirus crushing hospitals in Jacksonville, host of the
Republican National Convention” via AG Gancarski of Florida Politics
— In Jacksonville, UF Health, the sole safety-net hospital, is exhibit A.
CEO Leon Haley and medical professionals described the situation in
the city with the fastest case growth in the country. That growth is
wreaking havoc at UF Health and elsewhere. Haley, in a briefing to
local officials and state legislators, described “significant rises” in “cases
and hospitalizations,” giving the lie to the politicians’ narrative that a
surge in cases among the young didn’t matter because they wouldn’t
die as older patients would. “We have continued to see a rise in
patients,” Haley said, which intensified in recent weeks as people
“started to relax a bit.” “We have 38 COVID patients in the hospital,”
Haley said. “We were as low as eight 12 days ago.”


“Pence promises ‘safe and healthy’ Republican National
Convention” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics — The Republican
National Convention host city is now an epicenter of coronavirus
spread, but the Vice President is “excited” to head there. Speaking to
reporters in Tampa, Pence was vaguely affirmational about the


Convention countdown
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convention in Jacksonville next month. “We’re excited about coming to
Jacksonville. I was in a meeting when I heard of very sophisticated
plans to make sure it’s a safe and healthy environment,” Pence said.
Pence said his goal was to make sure “the people of Florida can “rest
easy’,” expressing hope “for great events to happen in Florida, not just
the RNC … [and] Florida to once again be a great destination.”


“DeSantis engineered a Trump campaign aide’s ouster. Now she’s
back” via Gary Fineout and Marc Caputo of POLITICO Florida —
Trump’s decision to reinstate Susie Wiles to his campaign’s good inner
circle follows months of behind-the-scenes efforts to bring her back
after she was exiled at the demand of DeSantis, who had her cast out
of the President’s good graces in September. The Trump campaign
tweeted the news Thursday: “Susie Wiles (@susie57) was a very
important part of how we Made Florida Great Again with
@realDonaldTrump in 2016 and it’s tremendous to welcome her back
to the team. We will win Florida again going away!” The decision to
welcome back Wiles comes as polls show Trump trailing Democrat Joe
Biden in Trump's adopted home state. It wasn’t immediately clear if
DeSantis had been told about the move.


Florida Democrats call for #NoJaxRNC in new digital ad, petition
— As COVID-19 spikes overwhelm Jacksonville’s ICU and “safety net”
hospital capacity, the Florida Democratic Party drops a new digital ad,
“#NoJaxRNC,” with an accompanying petition calling on Trump to “put
public health ahead of his ego trip.” The ad highlights recent
developments in Jacksonville, including a poll showing 71% of Duval
County voters are concerned about COVID-19 transmission and an
open letter signed by 200 doctors calling the RNC convention
“provocative of disease, predictably harmful, and medically
disrespectful to the citizens of this city.”


To view the ad, click on the image below:
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“New super PAC slams Byron Donalds as “Never Trumper’” via
Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — A newly formed political action
committee launched a website and attack ad against Congressional
candidate Donalds. Honesty America, a super PAC formed in April,
announced in a news release it plans to “shine [a] light on shady and
dishonest candidates.” That apparently starts with labeling Donalds, a
Naples Republican running in Florida’s 19th Congressional District, as a
“Never Trumper.” Club For Growth, a conservative group that fought
Trump’s nomination in the 2016 Republican primary, endorsed Donalds
last month. The organization booked more than $1 million in airtime in
the Naples-Fort Myers market, which kicked off with pro-Donalds ads.
But the group in other races has produced negative ads in primaries as
well.


More from the trail
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A new ad calls Byron Donalds a 'Never Trumper.'


“Mike Hill called out for NRA hoax” via Rick Outzen of Rick’s Blog —
At a recent gun show at the Pensacola Interstate Fairgrounds, Hill
displayed his campaign literature on a table sponsored by the National
Rifle Association. His campaign told people that the NRA had endorsed
Hill in his reelection bid against Michelle Salzman. Marion Hammer,
NRA past president and executive director of Unified Sportsmen of
Florida, found out and isn’t happy. Hammer yesterday fired off a
message to all NRA and USF members. In capitalized red letters, she
wrote, “NRA HAS NOT ENDORSED MIKE HILL!” and “USF HAD NOT
ENDORSED MIKE HILL!” She added, “Mike Hill files legislation he
KNOWS will not pass just so he can say he filed a bill.”


“Scott Plakon with Beatles on his mind as candidates muse
campaign theme songs” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — For 90
minutes Wednesday, the East Side Regional Hob Nob rolled out Zoom
moments with candidates and elected officials from Seminole and
Orange counties. And while almost every one of them tried to squeeze
in a few campaign statements, host Dan Pollock managed to cut most
of them off pretty quickly. Democratic U.S. Rep. Stephanie Murphy of
Winter Park, a Democrat seeking a third term representing Florida’s 9th
Congressional District in Orange and Seminole Counties: “Only in
America” by Brooks & Dunn. “My story could have only happened here
in America,” said the congresswoman who came to America as an
infant Vietnam refugee with her parents.


“Nick Duran touts $47K June haul as he defends HD 112 seat” via
Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Duran says he added more than
$47,000 in June as he faces a challenge to his House District 112 seat.
Former Miami-Dade County Commissioner Bruno Barreiro and
president of the Douglas Park Neighborhood Association Rosy
Palomino are competing for the Republican nomination in HD 112.
Duran won the seat in 2016 and is seeking his third term. Candidates
face a July 3 deadline to report all fundraising through June 26. Neither
Duran nor the Republican challengers have filed their reports covering
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that span. A Duran campaign official, however, said the candidate
raised $37,500 during June through his campaign. Leadership for
Miami-Dade, a political committee Duran chairs, added another
$10,000, according to his team. That gives him more than $160,000 still
on hand between those two accounts.


“Ricky Junquera says campaign added more than $30K in June”
via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Junquera is touting a $30,500 haul
in June as he seeks the House District 118 seat this November.
Junquera is taking on incumbent GOP Rep. Anthony Rodriguez. Both
are unopposed in their respective primaries, meaning the two will face
off in the general election Nov. 3. Campaigns have recently been
ramping up their fundraising operations, which had been slowed due to
the COVID-19 outbreak. Junquera’s June number is his largest since
he entered the contest in October. “It’s reassuring to know that I have
the support of the community in what many are calling the top House
race in Florida,” Junquera said. The race is expected to be close.
Rodriguez defeated Democratic Rep. Robert Asencio in 2018 by just 2
percentage points. Junquera is hoping to ride a blue wave to take the
seat back for Democrats in 2020.


Ricky Junquera posts a major haul in June.


—“Meet Bibiana Potestad, a Republican running for House District
105” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics
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“The Fourth of July can be a virus reset. Here’s exactly what we
need to do.” via Leana S. Wen of The Washington Post — Remember
Memorial Day? There was a sense of optimism that the worst of the
COVID-19 pandemic was behind us. Most states had declining
numbers of infections, and nearly all had announced plans for
reopening. Now, we are seeing the consequences of rapid reopening.
Top health officials testified before a Senate committee that 29 states
are seeing increasing numbers of infections, and 12 states have set
record highs in the past week. States with escalating infections must
take urgent, large-scale action. Closing bars, as some state and local
officials have already mandated, is a critical first step, since crowded
indoor bars have clearly been identified as the source of numerous
outbreaks.


Top opinion


  Opinions
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“The anti-Trump movement will outlast Trump” via John F. Harris of
POLITICO — The Trump years have scrambled old ideological lines.
So perhaps it is not so surprising that in recent days George F. Will,
the elegant dean of conservative columnists, and Matt Taibbi, a
raucous liberal iconoclast, found themselves gnawing on different parts
of the same bone. In this case, both writers were agitated by what they
see as the left’s effort to stifle freethinking and bully those who dissent
from its rigid ideological and racial orthodoxy. The motivation is
primarily revulsion toward Trump personally, his vulgarity, his
mendacity, the heedlessness and even nihilism of his approach to
governance, rather than ideology.


“I’ve watched in alarm as my fellow Republicans shun masks. It’s
selfish.” via Karen Hughes of The Washington Post — I’ve watched in
alarm and dismay as the course of action recommended by almost all
of our nation’s infectious-disease experts has been shunned by many of
my fellow conservatives and Republicans. Trump, Pence and many
governors either refuse to wear a mask or wear one only occasionally. I
understand the need to get the economy moving. People have to work
to feed their families; small businesses and restaurants must be open to
pay their rent and employees. But reopening successfully requires
deliberate precautions.


“Gary Ostrander: Federal help needed to maintain research,
innovation hit hard by COVID-19” via Florida Politics —
Congressional action is key to continuing the progress that American
researchers and innovators have made both in combating the
coronavirus and overall scientific discovery. The facilities that house
and train these researchers also are important job creators in our
communities. Support for these facilities and the people who work and
train there is vital for the creation and maintenance of the scientific and
creative pipeline that is critical to American innovation. Without this
funding, future innovations in areas such as artificial intelligence,
robotics, space exploration and digital agriculture — to name just a few
— will be hindered while agencies are forced to abandon these projects
or use future appropriations intended for new research to cover existing
grants.



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhuhrlt-edrdjlhjd-my/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhuhrlt-edrdjlhjd-mj/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhuhrlt-edrdjlhjd-mj/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhuhrlt-edrdjlhjd-mt/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhuhrlt-edrdjlhjd-mt/





  


Florida has achieved the dubious distinction of setting another record
for COVID-19 cases, more than 10,000 new cases in a single day.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— Pence and Gov. DeSantis meet in Tampa to talk about the surge in
coronavirus, but Democrats claim they’re both to blame for the failed
response nationwide and in Florida.


— Speaking of death, Florida reported 67 more COVID-19 fatalities
Thursday (if you believe the state’s numbers) bringing the death toll in
the Sunshine State to 3,718.


— Three state lawmakers who are leaving the Legislature this year are
hoping to remain in Tallahassee by appointment to the Public Service
Commission.


Today's Sunrise
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— As the new trade deal between the U.S., Mexico and Canada
begins, Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried says Florida growers are
getting the shaft. Fried, Rep. Murphy and blueberry grower Bud Chiles
will talk about the new deal.


— The latest with Florida Man, a veteran cop who’s been relieved of
duty for punching a woman in the face at Miami International Airport.


To listen, click on the image below:


  


Dishonorable Mention: Rep. Chris Latvala, activist Becca Tieder,
Ernest Hooper and communications expert Dr. Karla Mastracchio
discuss politics and culture. The hosts discuss survivors of sexual
assault and rape from the USF Greek System, who are telling their
stories on Twitter over the last week. How has this systematically
persisted for decades, what can be done legislatively, and what can we
do to fix the system so the victims can be heard? With the spike of
COVID — 19 cases, are we taking this pandemic seriously? They also
give their thoughts on Trump’s recent Twitter activity and allegations.
Hooper talks about the BET Awards last week and introduces some
new artists he discovered. With everything happening in the world, how
can we rise up from all of the pain and tragedies?


Inside Florida Politics from GateHouse Florida: DeSantis took an ax
to the coronavirus-battered state budget this week and hacked off $1
billion in spending. Journalists Zac Anderson, John Kennedy and
Antonio Fins discuss the Governor's budget cuts, a series of
significant bills he signed into law and continued questions about his
handling of the coronavirus outbreak as cases surge.


podcastED: Step Up For Students President Doug Tuthill talks with
the head of the leading platform for enabling educator advancement via
micro-credentials, a form of micro-certification that supports, scales and


Listen up
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grows effective teachers. Sanford Kenyon joined BloomBoard as chief
revenue officer in 2015 after 25 years in software and technology-based
businesses and assumed the role of chief executive officer in February
2017. Unlike a traditional course or workshop where the learning
process is linear and time-based, the micro-credential learning process
is a unique online experience whereby educators gain an
understanding at the outset of their specific goals, and then personalize
their learning to achieve the specific requirements for achieving
competence. BloomBoard, based in Palo Alto, California, offers
competency-based professional learning programs to state and district
leaders.


The New Abnormal from host Rick Wilson and Molly Jong-Fast: “It's
not just treason. It's historic treason,” Wilson says about the revelation
that the Russians offered bounties on U.S. soldiers — and Trump
kissed up to the Kremlin anyway. “This is a guy who was already going
down into the dustbin of history. And now there's going to be a line at
his grave where they're going to have to throw cat litter down. Because
people are gonna piss on it for all time.” Democratic Rep. Connor
Lamb talks up his favorite Republican. Minnesota Attorney General
Keith Ellison gets real about police unions. (“I'm reluctant to even call
it a police union because a union is an honorable, wonderful institution,”
he says. “These institutions are not like that at all. The teacher's union
does not deliberately harm the kids. Nurses don't hurt the patients.
UAW doesn't break the cars.”) And Jong-Fast dishes on White House
press secretary Kayleigh McEnany: “At least with Sean Spicer, you
did feel he possessed a human soul. Whereas with Kaylee, it's just this
sort of terrifying, blonde sea of obfuscation.”


The Yard Sign with host Jonathan Torres: Chris VerKuilen, Anibal
Cabrera, Jodie Lopes and Torres discuss the COVID-19 spike, face
mask lawsuits, Biden’s VP picks and protests — both local and
national.


  


Facing South Florida with Jim DeFede on CBS 4 in Miami: The
Sunday show provides viewers with an in-depth look at politics in South
Florida, along with other issues affecting the region.


Florida This Week on Tampa Bay’s WEDU: Moderator Rob Lorei
hosts a roundtable featuring journalist-author Charlayne Hunter-Gault;
Ray Arsenault, John Hope Franklin Professor of Southern History at
USF-St. Petersburg; PolitiFact Editor-in-Chief Angie Holan and Florida
Sun-Sentinel columnist/reporter Steve Bousquet.


Political Connections on CF 13 in Orlando and Bay News 9 in
Tampa/St. Pete: Host Holly Gregory will interview Rep. Kathy Castor


Weekend TV
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about a new proposal to tackle climate change in the U.S.; a look at
Gov. DeSantis’ budget cuts due to the coronavirus and the latest on a
major decision from the Supreme Court.


The Usual Suspects on WCTV-Tallahassee/Thomasville (CBS) and
WJHG-Panama City (NBC): Host Gary Yordon talks with Leon County
Commission Chair Bryan Desloge, and Ryan Tyson of the Tyson
Group.


  Instagram of the day
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“As ‘Hamilton’ arrives on Disney+, five lyrics that have shaped the
culture” via John Jurgensen of The Wall Street Journal — There are
many ways to quantify the success of “Hamilton,” such as its 11 Tony
Awards, its multiplatinum cast recording album and how many of the
musical’s lyrics have seeped into the American lexicon, repurposed
everywhere from pop-culture to politics. Now “Hamilton” quotes stand to


Aloe
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further their reach, as the musical about the triumphs and failings of the
nation’s Founding Fathers premieres in its most accessible form yet: A
performance filmed live on Broadway in 2016 and featuring its original
cast, including Lin-Manuel Miranda as Alexander Hamilton, is set for
release Friday on the Disney+ streaming service.


Hot take alert — “You don’t need to watch ‘Hamilton’” via Marisa
Martinelli of Slate


Starting today, Disney+ will begin streaming a filmed version of Hamilton, which
may hold no surprises for those who have listened to the album. Image via


Disney.


“Mad Men is moving to a new (old) home” via Josef Adalain of
Vulture — Just weeks after leaving Netflix, Mad Men has found a new
(old) home for subscription-based viewing, AMC Networks. The
company, whose AMC cable network greenlit Matt Weiner’s period
drama and aired it for its full seven-season run, has struck a deal with
production studio Lionsgate Television, giving it broad U.S. rights to the
show on multiple platforms, including linear cable networks and
subscription video-on-demand services. The AMC Networks portion of
the deal kicks in early this fall. At that point, AMC Networks will get the
right to air Mad Men reruns on its cable channels and add the show to
its various subscription-based streaming services, potentially including
Sundance Now and the recently launched AMC Plus.


What Taylor Biehl is reading — “Jimmy Buffett takes over St. Pete
Twitter page to promote new Pier opening” via Tampa Bay 10 —
The new St. Pete Pier just got a shout out from the king of Hawaiian
shirts and the founder of Margaritaville. Buffett, the famous singer-
songwriter of "Cheeseburger in Paradise" fame, took over the St. Pete
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Twitter account on Thursday to "say hello to my good friend Mayor Rick
Kriseman" and "all you Parrot Heads in Pinellas County." In the video,
Buffett said he can't wait to get back to the area to check out the new
Pier, which opens Monday to the public. "Stay safe until we see you
again," Buffett said. "Fins up, and have a happy Fourth of July!"


  


Happy birthday in the coming days to state Sens. Janet Cruz and Joe
Gruters, Rep. MaryLynn Magar, Rep. Barbara Watson, Ron
Barnette, Susanne Dudley, Brad Herold, our friend James Kotas,
Tim Nungesser, Tim Parsons of Liberty Partners of Tallahassee,
Fatima Perez, Van Poole, and Tim Stapleton of the Florida Medical
Association.


Happy birthday
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From: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT on behalf of City of Jacksonville EOC Situation Unit
To: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT@LIST.COJ.NET
Subject: COVID-19 - Situation Report #164 20200610 [1300]
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 1:14:20 PM
Attachments: COVID-19 - Situation Report #164 20200610 [1300].pdf


All,
 
Please see the attached Situation Report #164 regarding the COVID-19 response.
 
Thank you,
 
SITUnit
City of Jacksonville
Emergency Operations Center
904-255-3129 (Desk)
904-255-3121 (Watch Office)
904-255-3110 (Main Line)
eocsitunit@coj.net
 


ONE CITY. ONE JACKSONVILLE.


 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list, please send email to:
LISTSERV@LIST.COJ.NET with a single line of text in the main BODY of the message that
reads, UNSUBSCRIBE COJ_EOC_SITUNIT
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.1.20 — Burnin’ today: Floyd, riots, Trump,


Rubio, hurricane season, DeSantis
Date: Monday, June 1, 2020 5:27:12 AM


If the past couple of months have taught us in the media anything, it’s
this: Nothing is the same.


The past few days only solidified what had already become a
challenging world full of ups and downs.


It was a remarkable weekend, indeed — marked by a bright spot early
in the day as a rocket launched from American soil, the first since 2011,
quickly followed by sorrowful headlines of violence and looting across
the nation; these events forced us to reexamine how we should open
today’s edition of Sunburn.
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Chaos erupts on Newnan Street in Jacksonville as police deploy multiple rounds
of tear gas at protesters demonstrating against excessive force by police. Photo


by Drew Dixon.


The nationwide protests over the killing of George Floyd at the hands
of police in Minneapolis now have direct implications in Florida. On
Saturday, the demonstrations (and subsequent brutality) hit home,
emerging as a Florida tragedy.


It’s a national story that now demands inclusion in what is traditionally a
Florida-centric newsletter.


As protests in Tampa turned violent, rioters set five businesses aflame,
looted and burglarized some 40 more, with police arresting 41
individuals in the chaos. Jacksonville protesters were met with tear gas
and flashbangs. A truck mowed through a crowd of protesters in
Tallahassee.


One South Florida town scrapped a protest altogether, fearing similar
outcomes.


Our nation is already battered from a global pandemic, intensified by
economic collapse, and now faces turmoil over long-escalating racial
tensions that could have lasting implications — for better or for worse
— on social discourse.


Adding insult to injury, today is also the official start of the Atlantic
hurricane season, which expects to up the stress on an already
exhausted state.


With that, we lead today not with campaigns or policy, but with a
national crisis — one that displaces even the most shocking of Florida
headlines.
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“Donald Trump calls George Floyd death 'grave tragedy,' decries
violent protests in Florida speech” via Morgan Chalfant of The Hill —
Trump called the death of Floyd a “grave tragedy” while decrying
“violence and vandalism” as protests rippled across the country in the
aftermath of the incident. Trump’s remarks, which consumed more than
ten minutes of his remarks following the launch, punctuated protests
that have rippled across the country in the wake of Floyd’s death,
including outside the White House. Trump has defended his statement
and refuted accusations he was inciting violence. He has also denied
knowledge of the racially-charged origins of the phrase, “when the
looting starts, the shooting starts.”


Donald Trump called the death of George Floyd a 'grave tragedy' while decrying
'violence and vandalism” as protests rippled across the country in the aftermath of


the incident.


“Trump threatens White House protesters with ‘vicious dogs’ and
‘ominous weapons’” via Maggie Haberman of The New York Times —
A day after claiming he didn’t mean to suggest that law enforcement
officials should shoot people who were part of the unrest in Minnesota,
President Trump said that the Secret Service had been prepared to sic
the “most vicious dogs” on protesters outside the White House gates.
Those comments were the first of several Trump made throughout the
day that veered wildly in tone and content. The tweets came as the
president was facing three simultaneous crises. Trump claimed that
Secret Service agents had told him they were clamoring for
engagement with the protesters. “We put the young ones on the front
line, sir, they love it and good practice,” he said he had been told.


“‘When the looting starts, the shooting starts’: Trump quotes
Miami police chief’s notorious 1967 warning” via Michael Rosenwald


America in crisis
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of The Washington Post — In late 1967, as armed robberies and unrest
gripped black neighborhoods in Miami. The police, Chief Walter
Headley warned, would use shotguns and dogs at his command. “I’ve
let the word filter down that when the looting starts, the shooting starts,”
he said. Trump drew widespread criticism for using the Headley’s
phrase in a tweet about protests in Minneapolis. Trump denied that he’d
used the phrase as a threat. “It was spoken as a fact, not as a
statement.," he tweeted.


“Will urban uprisings help Trump? Actually, They could be his
undoing.” via Rick Perlstein of Mother Jones — When disorder is all
around them, voters tend to blame the person in charge and,
sometimes, punish those who exploit the disorder for political gain. In
1968, Richard Nixon took to the pages of a newsweekly for a guest
editorial asking: “Who is responsible for the breaking of law and order in
this country?” Nixon aimed straight for the amygdala of those frightened
white suburbanites. Nixon’s approach worked. A politics of empathy of
the sort that Hubert Humphrey and Robert Kennedy had attempted
and Biden is attempting now is a political non-starter.


“Officials see extremist groups, disinformation in protests” via
Colleen Long, Zeke Miller and Michael Balsamo of The Associated
Press — U.S. officials sought to determine whether extremist groups
had infiltrated police brutality protests across the country and
deliberately tipped largely peaceful demonstrations toward violence and
if foreign adversaries were behind a burgeoning disinformation
campaign on social media. As demonstrations spread from Minneapolis
to the White House, New York City and overseas, federal law
enforcement officials insisted far-left groups were stoking violence.
Meanwhile, experts who track extremist groups also reported seeing
evidence of the far-right at work. Investigators were also tracking online
interference and looking into whether foreign agents were behind the
effort.


“What happened in the chaotic moments before George Floyd
died” via Matt Furber, Audra D.S. Burch and Frances Robles of The
New York Times — In the year before their fatal encounter, Floyd and
the officer now charged with his death, Derek Chauvin, worked at the
same Minneapolis Latin nightclub, both part of the team responsible for
keeping rowdy customers under control. The fatal encounter began just
before 8 p.m., when Floyd entered Cup Foods, a community store run
by four brothers, and a store clerk claimed that he had paid for
cigarettes with a counterfeit $20 bill. The store clerk demanded the
cigarettes back. Even before he was placed on the ground under
Chauvin’s knee, according to the prosecutors’ account, while standing
outside the car, Floyd began saying repeatedly that he could not
breathe.
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“Protests mount and violence flares in cities across U.S., putting
the nation on edge” via Isaac Stanley-Becker, Colby Itkowitz and
Meryl Kornfield of The Washington Post — Escalating street protests
recalled recent activism by the Black Lives Matter movement, while also
evoking pivotal moments in the turbulent history of racial and economic
struggle, from the convulsions of 1968 to the riots that broke out in Los
Angeles in response to the April 1992 acquittal of the officers charged
in the beating of Rodney King. Ongoing eruptions had yet to reach
these levels, as mayors and Governors implored their citizens to stay
calm, while President Trump urged authorities to “get tougher.” The
threat did not deter multigenerational and multiracial crowds from
thronging cities.


“Floyd protests continue” via Ben Westcott, Brett McKeehan, Laura
Smith-Spark, Fernando Alfonso III, Amir Vera and Daniella Diaz of CNN
— As protests continue across New York, the city's Mayor, Bill de
Blasio, has been speaking about systemic racism in American society
and problems exacerbated by the coronavirus crisis. Georgia Gov.
Brian Kemp signed an executive order Saturday night authorizing the
activation of up to 3,000 National Guard troops statewide. The Atlanta
Police Department said one of its officers had sustained "significant
injuries" after seemingly being struck by "someone riding an ATV," in a
tweet. Three people were arrested during protests in Charlotte, North
Carolina, on Saturday night, police said.


Eugene Oregon is ablaze with protests for the death of George Floyd. Image via
AP.


“U.S. braces for the sixth night of mass protests as police become
more aggressive” via Brent Griffiths, Meryl Kornfield, Katie Mettler,
Felicia Sonmez, Jacqueline Alemany, Alex Horton and Hannah
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Knowles of The Washington Post — Government officials, law
enforcement officers and protesters in cities across the United States
are preparing for the sixth night of mass demonstrations after Floyd, a
black man, was killed. Curfews were enacted in more than two dozen
cities and about 5,000 National Guard troops have been activated in 15
states and the District of Columbia. In London, hundreds of protesters
gathered at Trafalgar Square and outside the new U.S. Embassy.


“Target temporarily shuts stores in cities hit by protests over
Floyd death” via Don Sweeney of the Tampa Bay Times — As
protests, riots and looting over the death of George Floyd in police
custody grip the nation, Target has temporarily closed 175 stores in 13
states across the United States. Most of the stores appear to be in or
near cities hit by violent protests and lootings, such as Atlanta, Georgia
and California’s Bay Area. Target stores in some cities have already
been damaged or looted. Employees at closed stores will be paid for
scheduled shifts for the next 14 days, including coronavirus bonuses,
and will be able to work at nearby stores, Target says.


“‘We’re sick of it’: Anger over police killings shatters America” via
The Associated Press — Cars and businesses were torched, the words
“I can’t breathe” were spray-painted all over buildings, a fire in a trash
bin burned near the gates of the White House, and thousands marched
peacefully through city streets to protest Floyd, a black man who died
Monday at the hands of a white Minneapolis police officer. His death is
one of many racial tragedies that have thrown the country into chaos
amid the coronavirus pandemic that has left millions out of work
including disproportionate numbers of black people. “The cops are out
of control,” protester Olga Hall said in Washington D.C. “There’s just
been too many dead boys.”
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A protester poses for photos next to a burning police vehicle in Los Angeles
during a demonstration over the death of George Floyd. Image via AP.


“More journalists targeted in protests around nation” via The
Associated Press — A Fox News reporter was pummeled and chased
by protesters who had gathered outside the White House early
Saturday adding to a growing number of journalists targeted by
protesters, counterprotesters and police in the nationwide unrest
following Floyd’s death. A television reporter in Columbia, South
Carolina, was hurt by a thrown rock Saturday and a journalist in
Minneapolis was shot in the thigh by a rubber bullet. A television news
photographer in Pittsburgh said he was beaten by demonstrators, and
police in Louisville, Kentucky, apologized after an officer fired what
appeared to be pepper bullets at a television news crew.


“Buildings burn and Trump talks tough. Where are the healers?”
via Marc Fisher of The Washington Post — As protests quickly flipped
from peaceful to fiery in more than two dozen U.S. cities, Trump said
little Saturday about the frustrations that drove thousands of people to
crowd into downtown streets in the middle of a pandemic. Instead, the
President defaulted to his usual style of leadership: tearing people
down and talking tough. There was no talk of uniting the country and,
hours later, only brief mention of those protesting racial injustice, police
brutality and the killing of Floyd in Minneapolis. In the absence of
presidential leadership, and with crowds gathering yet again Saturday
night, members of Congress, Governors and Mayors need to step up.


“Trump has sown hatred of the press for years. Now journalists
are under assault from police and protesters alike.” via Margaret
Sullivan of The Washington Post — There are those who argue that
Trump’s endless disparagement of the news media is harmless,
perhaps a little extreme at times, but mostly just a lot of talk. All around
the country, journalists were harassed, sometimes by police,
sometimes by protesters. Outside the White House, demonstrators
went after Fox News journalists, chasing them out of Lafayette Square.
In Denver, police fired paintballs and tear gas, hitting a news
photographer and his camera.


“Marco Rubio warns Antifa, 'ethnic' nationalists not taking
weekend off’” via AG Gancarski of Florida Politics — Reacting to the
riots that swept the nation after Minneapolis police killed Floyd, Rubio
warned of extremists from both sides of the spectrum. "WE KNOW we
have far-left groups who support violent protest. WE KNOW we have
ethnic nationalists who promote race-based conflict. And no reason to
believe any of them are taking the weekend off," Rubio warned. Late
Saturday morning, the Senator fretted that Antifa was co-opting the
protests. "Growing signs that far-left militant Antifa groups are taking
advantage of the rightful outrage over Mr. Floyd’s murder to incite
violence at protests. We must not allow these violent radicals to distract
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from or harm the effort to address the real & legitimate issues of race,"
Rubio tweeted.


“N.Y. Gov. Andrew Cuomo blames 'Florida Spring Break' for
unmasked youth protesters” via AG Gancarski of Florida Politics —
Cuomo mused Saturday that "beaches in Florida" caused New York
youth not to wear masks while protesting police brutality. "It's difficult
with young people," Cuomo said. "I think the way they first heard about
this virus was that they were immune. There's a video clip during the
Florida Spring Break when you had all those young people on the
beach in Florida and there's a clip of a young gentleman saying ... it's
not going to stop me from partying." The comments came during the
Governor's Saturday briefing, and Cuomo did not mention New York's
much higher rate of contagion than Florida, which observers attribute to
subway cars and other close-quarters incubators of community spread.


“Atlanta Mayor on Trump's riot response: ‘He speaks and he
makes it worse’” via Axios — Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms
responded on CNN's "State of the Union" to Trump's tweets and
comments about the mass protests that have swept across the United
States, urging him to "just stop talking." “This is like Charlottesville all
over again. He speaks and he makes it worse. There are times when
you should just be quiet. And I wish that he would just be quiet." She
continued: "Or if he can't be silent if there is somebody of good sense
and good conscience in the White House, put him in front of a
teleprompter and pray that he reads it and at least says the right things,
because he is making it worse."


—“Photos from the Floyd protests, city by city” via Weiyi Cai, Crista
Chapman, Juliette Love, Jugal K. Patel and Yuliya Parshina-Kottas of
The New York Times


—“In photos: People around the world show support for Floyd” via
Rashaan Ayesh of Axios


—“Charleston under countywide curfew, 11 p.m.-7 a.m., amid
protests, looting, vandalism” via Drew Tripp of ABC 4 News


—“Cleveland businesses vandalized, looted during ‘I Can’t
Breathe’ rally” via WKYC


—“Dallas police detain 15 people for vandalizing buildings, recover
three guns and a taser” via WFAA


—“After peaceful afternoon, protests escalate in Madison” via
WKOW ABC 27


—“Nashville’s City Hall set ablaze; nearly 30 arrested” via Stephanie
Toone of The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
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—“Curfew, disaster declaration in place after Philly protests are
followed by looting, vandalism, fires” via The Philadelphia Inquirer


—“Looters strike downtown Raleigh CVS, later set fire outside” via
CBS 17


—“The next day: Reno begins repairs, clean up after riot” via KOLO


—“’Stop the madness’: SF officials plead for calm as chaos roils
downtown and Oakland police confront vandalism” via Matthias
Gafni, Trisha Thadani and Jill Tucker of the San Francisco Chronicle


—“A day of protests in Tallahassee: through the lens of a
photojournalist” via the Tallahassee Democrat


Tweet, tweet:
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“Deaths without consequences” via Ursula Perano of Axios — Seven
years after the launch of the Black Lives Matter movement, it's still rare
for police officers to be charged in the deaths of African Americans and
even rarer for an officer to go to jail. Cases have usually ended with
either no charges or no jail time for police officers. The Minneapolis
police officer who was captured on video kneeling on Floyd's neck has
been charged with third-degree murder and manslaughter, which is
already a step beyond the consequences other police officers have
faced. But it's no guarantee that he will face jail time.


“Rumors are swirling over footage showing a shadowy figure
dubbed 'umbrella man' breaking windows during the Minneapolis
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protests” via Isaac Scher of Insider — The man was wearing a gas
mask. On one hand, he held an umbrella, black like his clothing. In the
other, a hammer. The man took the hammer to several windows of an
AutoZone store in Minneapolis. The footage went viral, and now the
man is the subject of scrutiny on social media. Some people speculate
that he was not a protester, but a police officer from neighboring St.
Paul. The man was seen breaking four windows before a protester,
wearing a pink T-shirt, intervened, stepping between the man and the
storefront. He broke another window as a second person intervened.


“Echoes of 1968 and other American years” via Ted Anthony of The
Associated Press — The streets were on fire as National Guard troops
streamed into American cities. The shouts were soaked in anger and
anguish: “We’re sick of it!” There was a dark talk of “radical agitators.”
Violent outbursts and arrests piled up across the republic. The White
House issued martial statements about law and order. On TV, footage
of unrest and anger played on a continuous loop. The voice from
mission control was cool and calm as the rocket soared into the sky and
toward space. “Stage One propulsion is nominal.” It was the late 1960s.
It is right now. It is impossible to ignore the similarities between these
past few days and some of the more unsettling moments from the
1960s. In particular 1968.
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—@WashingtonWeek: Americans started the year thinking 2020
resembled 1998, with impeachment. Then came the pandemic, like
1918, economic collapse like 1929, and now violent racial protests like
1968, says @peterbakernyt. “We’re undergoing a great national
trauma.”


—@MitttRomney: The George Floyd murder is abhorrent. Peaceful
protests underscore the urgency of addressing injustices. But violence
drowns the message of the protesters and mocks the principles of
justice.


—@KamalaHarris: From the time a Black woman gives birth to her
child, she prays to God that they will be safe. That no one will harm
them because of the color of their skin. That they won’t become another
trending hashtag.


—@marcorubio: Various domestic terror groups on BOTH far left &


Situational awareness
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right are instigating & committing acts of violence & looting. They are
stealing the focus away from the murder of Mr. Floyd & the legitimate
problems it revealed.


Tweet, tweet:


—@RepValDemings: Today is 99 years since the #TulsaMassacre.
Today’s struggles are no accident. Our divisions were forged by hateful
men in the fires of bigotry and racial plunder. It’s our task to extinguish
those flames, rebuild true equal opportunity, and create justice. It is
time to heal.


—@mahoneysthename: I’m in downtown Tampa where things are
getting tense between thousands of protesters and police. Protesters
tried to march onto the freeway and the police fired rubber bullets. Now
people are kneeling and saying “don’t shoot.”


Tweet, tweet:
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—@AnthonySabatini: Attention potential “protesters” coming near
Lake County, FL. This is an AR-15 — this will be a very common sight
upon illegal entry at any Lake County business — FYI!


—@kionnemcghee: Please excuse this crime provoking statement
from my colleague Rep. @AnthonySabatini from the Florida House.
While he seeks political attention with his call for violence & criminal
acts, a hug, love, and a psychological evaluation for him should due for
now! #blesshislittleheart


Tweet, tweet:
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Tweet, tweet:



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdhhyul-edrdjlhjd-tu/





—@DanDaley: It's not about my voice. It’s about lifting up and
amplifying the voices of those who for far too long have been
marginalized. People are hurt, angry, sad, and exhausted — and they
have every right to be.


—@AbbyDPhillip: Watching this country burn from coast to coast, it’s
obvious people are angry. Yes, George Floyd touched this off. But let’s
not forget: 103k+ are dead, most of them black and brown. 40 million
people are unemployed. This is a nation in crisis.


—@Netflix: To be silent is to be complicit. Black lives matter. We have
a platform, and we have a duty to our Black members, employees,
creators and talent to speak up.


—@KrystalBall: Everyone pushing an “outside agitators” narrative is a
fool who finds it more comfortable to believe in some grand conspiracy
than in the obvious truth that people have fucking had it.


—@Bernstein: An important thing to keep in mind as you try to make
sense of protest/unrest coverage is that our current media moment
ensures that any given event can and will be decontextualized and
reassembled in such a way that confirms any number of political aims


—@Jelani9: You know we’re in uncharted territory when something
happens in Minneapolis and they’re setting cars on fire in Salt Lake
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City.


  


Universal Orlando begins phased reopening — 4; PGA Tour resumes
with Charles Schwab Challenge in Fort Worth — 10; Last day of state
candidate qualifying — 11; “Devolution: A Firsthand Account of the
Rainier Sasquatch Massacre” by Max Brooks release — 15; Belmont
Stakes rescheduled — 19; Father’s Day — 20; Apple to hold Developer
Conference — 21; “The Outpost” with Orlando Bloom and Scott
Eastwood premieres — 32; Disney World Magic Kingdom & Animal
Kingdom to reopen — 40; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios
to reopen — 44; Federal taxes due — 44; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet”
premieres — 46; “Mulan” premieres — 53; TED conference
rescheduled — 45; Democratic National Convention in Milwaukee
begins — 77; Florida primaries for 2020 state legislative/congressional
races — 81; Indy 500 rescheduled — 91; Republican National
Convention begins in Charlotte — 84; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres
— 95; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 96; Rescheduled
date for French Open — 110; First presidential debate in Indiana —
121; Preakness Stakes rescheduled — 124; First vice presidential
debate at the University of Utah — 131; Second presidential debate
scheduled at the University of Michigan — 136; Wes Anderson’s “The
French Dispatch” premieres — 137; Third presidential debate at
Belmont — 144; 2020 General Election — 155; “Black Widow”
premieres — 157; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 169; “No
Time to Die” premieres — 176; “Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 225;
Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 251; New start date for 2021 Olympics —
417; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 426; “Spider-Man Far From Home”
sequel premieres — 522; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 620;
“Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 652; “Black
Panther 2” premieres — 705; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse”
sequel premieres — 858.


Days until







  


“Ron DeSantis activates National Guard as nationwide protests
reach Florida” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — DeSantis has
activated the Florida National Guard in response to protests that
engulfed the nation this weekend. DeSantis’ spokeswoman, Helen
Aguirre Ferré, tweeted Sunday that the Governor activated the
guardsmen the day before. The Governor also activated 350
guardsmen in the Camp Blanding Joint Training Center near Starke and
140 in Miramar to respond across the state if necessary. Castor made
the request to support critical infrastructure protection and local law
enforcement, Ferré said.


Police officers stand in formation against protesters throwing rocks and water


Florida reax
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bottles during a demonstration next to the city of Miami Police Department. Image
via AP.


“Marchers call for justice, police accountability” via Cindy Swirko of
the Gainesville Sun — A vocal but peaceful mass of more than 1,000
protesters marched from Depot Park to Bo Diddley Plaza Saturday
morning to call for justice and accountability for the deaths of African
Americans at the hands of police. While the event itself happened
without incident, a man was later arrested for allegedly trying to drive
through a group of people who had been at the rally and pulling a gun
on them. Aeriel Lane, who organized the march on a few days’ notice
after Monday’s killing of George Floyd while detained by Minneapolis
police, was overwhelmed by the turnout. The gathering was as diverse
as can be by race, age and gender. Rare was the person without a face
covering as COVID-19 protection.


“Once peaceful protest, Jacksonville anti-police brutality
demonstration turns chaotic” via Drew Dixon of Florida Politics —
About 3,000 demonstrators Marched through downtown Jacksonville
streets beginning at 3 p.m. Organizers were pleased the event showed
no signs of confrontation. But by 7 p.m. the seemingly festive
atmosphere turned ominous when several dozen Jacksonville officers
in full riot gear had a standoff with demonstrators. Two armored police
vehicles also responded to the scene. When police tried to apprehend
one protester, crowds started to throw water bottles and cups at the
officers. Police deployed “flash bangs” multiple times and eventually
began firing tear gas canisters to disperse crowds.


>>>"Photos: Jacksonville anti-police brutality demonstration” via
Drew Dixon of Florida Politics


“Jacksonville lawmakers hold Zoom meeting in wake of Saturday
violence” via Clayton Freeman of The Florida Times-Union —
Lawmakers from city and state legislative bodies were scheduled to
speak out by way of a Zoom meeting Sunday, in the aftermath of
Saturday night violence that erupted after a peaceful earlier protest in
downtown Jacksonville.


“Violence erupts after Jacksonville demonstration; officer
hospitalized” via Teresa Stepzinski and Garry Smits of The Florida
Times-Union — Violence erupted in Jacksonville’s downtown after
thousands of people earlier marched peacefully on police headquarters
in protest against law enforcement abuses of force and calling for
reforms in the law enforcement and criminal justice systems. Broken
glass and damage to Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office vehicles were
reported, as was the firing of tear gas. Police urged people not already
downtown Saturday night to stay away from the area. The midafternoon
demonstration drew a racially diverse crowd that called for the
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office to release videos captured by body
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cameras in connection with recent police-involved shootings. During the
afternoon, marchers twice blocked the entrance to the JSO
headquarters.


“Lake County GOP Rep. Anthony Sabatini posts picture of AR-15
rifle directed at protesters” via Steven Lemongello of the Orlando
Sentinel — A Florida Republican legislator posted a picture of an AR-15
semi-automatic rifle in a tweet directed at protesters Sunday morning,
drawing condemnation from state Democrats. “Attention potential
‘protesters’ coming near Lake County, FL,” wrote Sabatini at 1:17 a.m.,
alongside a picture of the rifle on a table. “This is an AR-15 — this will
be a very common sight upon illegal entry at any Lake County business
— FYI!” The tweet by Sabatini, whose controversial social media posts
have gotten him in hot water with fellow Republicans, comes two days
after Trump was criticized for a tweet that Twitter said violated its rules
for “glorifying violence.”


“Florida Dems thwarted in getting Anthony Sabatini bounced from
Twitter for AR-15 ‘threat’” via AG Gancarski of Florida Politics —
Florida Democrats called for the removal from Twitter of a Republican
member of the Florida House, after he said an AR-15 would greet
rioters in his county. Rep. Sabatini, a Howey-in-the-Hills Republican,
responded to riots throughout the state and the nation with a bellicose
vow. “Attention potential ‘protesters’ coming near Lake County, FL. This
is an AR-15 — this will be a very common sight upon illegal entry at any
Lake County business — FYI!” Sabatini’s comments came after widely-
reported unrest, including violence and wanton destruction of public
property, in Miami, Tampa and Jacksonville, among other Florida cities.


“Miami protests turn to torching, vandalism, looting” via Ryan Nicol
of Florida Politics — Miami protests turned violent as a small group set
fire to multiple police cruisers, prompting police to respond with tear gas
and fireworks to disperse the crowd. At one point, Interstate 95 was
shut down in both directions as a group of protesters stood on the busy
roadway. Police officers later used bicycles to push back an
increasingly rowdy crowd throwing rocks. Cars were vandalized,
including those belonging to protesters. Later Saturday night, videos on
social media showed dozens of people breaking into stores. Miami-
Dade police said 38 people were arrested.


“Miami-Dade County implements mandatory curfew as downtown
Miami protests become violent” via Devoun Cetoute of the Miami
Herald — Hundreds protested in downtown Miami and Coral Gables
against the police brutality that killed George Floyd. As day turned to
night, a peaceful protest turned violent with looting and a mandatory
curfew was put in place by Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos
Giménez. Around 8 p.m. after downtown Miami protesters were pushed
off Interstate 95, tear gas was used on protesters by police. During the
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commotion, protesters set ablaze a Miami police car and a civilian car.
Others got into Miami police’s parking lot and damaged other vehicles.
Aerial television news footage also showed a big group of looters
ransacking Bayside Marketplace in downtown Miami.


“Orlando, Orange County under curfew after Floyd protests,
businesses vandalized” via Lisa Maria Garza of the Orlando Sentinel
— Orlando and Orange County will be under a curfew after the violence
at protests and looting at some businesses Saturday night, Orange
County Mayor Jerry Demings and Orlando Police Chief Orlando
Rolón said. Demings and Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer said they
support and embrace public demonstrations. The curfew will start at 10
until 5 a.m. and is in effect indefinitely. Orlando has a long history of
demonstrating peacefully, Dyer said, but a “small group of people
brought violence to these peaceful demonstrations."


“Protesters march through downtown Orlando chanting ‘black
lives matter'” via Lisa Maria Garza and David Harris of the Orlando
Sentinel — At Lake Eola, a couple of hundred people knelt in a moment
of silence, holding candles to pay respects to black men killed, including
Floyd, who was pinned to the ground with a knee to his neck by a
Minneapolis police officer. Protesters converged upon Orlando Police
Department headquarters on South Street and Orange Blossom Trail,
where officers in riot gear guarded the building surrounded by metal
barricades. One woman screamed, “Silence is violence. Don’t be silent”
at the officers. Earlier in the day, Orlando and Orange County were put
under a curfew starting at 10 p.m. after the violence at protests and
looting at some businesses Saturday night.


“As ex-Minneapolis officer arrested on murder charge, protesters
at his Orlando-area home demand justice for Floyd” via Jeff Weiner
and Grace Toohey of the Orlando Sentinel — Though local authorities
had stressed that he wasn’t in Central Florida, and even after news
emerged that he’d been arrested for murder in Minnesota, protesters
flowed to a townhouse near Windermere owned by the now-infamous
ex-Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin. The reason, the
protesters said, was solidarity to do something more than sharing their
outrage in posts on social media. They came to be seen and stand in
support of Floyd, the man whose neck Chauvin compressed with his
knee for several minutes of agony captured on video.


“Floyd protests: Orlando police use tear gas to disperse crowd
blocking State Road 408” via Grace Toohey, Monivette Cordeiro and
Jeff Weiner of the Orlando Sentinel — During a full day of
demonstrations Saturday over the death of Floyd that spilled across
downtown Orlando, protesters demanded justice for the Minnesota man
and said they feared they or a loved one could be next to die at the
hands of police. Although the protests started peacefully Saturday
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afternoon in front of the Windermere home owned by Chauvin, the
police officer charged in Floyd’s death, by evening tensions rose
downtown, culminating with police using tear gas to clear protesters off
State Road 408. As the protesters fled, some picked up gas canisters
that had landed along the highway embankment and threw them back
toward police. Amid the chaos, a downpour began, further dispersing
the protesters.


“St. Petersburg leaders ‘proud’ of peaceful Saturday
demonstrations” via Josh Solomon of the Tampa Bay Times — After
midnight on Sunday morning, in a darkened police station that sat
quietly for the first time since the prior morning, St. Petersburg Mayor
Rick Kriseman and Police Chief Anthony Holloway reflected on a day
that brought hundreds to demonstrate in the city’s downtown streets.
Both men were proud, they said, of what had been, considering the
possibilities, an uneventful day in the Sunshine City. Despite hours of
demonstrations, local protesters remained calm and nonviolent. The
emotionally charged yet peaceful gatherings drew a stark contrast to
what played out in Tampa, where a sporting goods store burned down,
tear gas was fired and businesses were looted.


“Sarasota protest condemns Floyd’s death; also calls for
cancellation of rents” via Emily Wunderlich of the Sarasota Herald-
Tribune — Roughly 30 protesters wearing masks protested at City Hall,
condemning police brutality in the death of Floyd. The protesters
ranged from teens to seniors who decorated their cars with messages.
A rent moratorium was also a target of the protest. The protest was
organized by the Party for Socialism and Liberation. “We are here to
stand against police brutality, to demand that killer cops go to jail. All of
them — not just some of them,” said Ruth Beltran, a PSL organizer.


“Peaceful Tallahassee protests marred after truck hits
demonstrators; no serious injuries” via Nada Hassanein, Jeff Burlew
and James Call of the Tallahassee Democrat — Hundreds of protesters
took to the steps of the old Capitol and Tallahassee police headquarters
and marched throughout town Saturday, demanding justice for black
lives lost. The largely peaceful demonstrations in downtown and
midtown Tallahassee were marred when a pickup truck hit a group of
protesters on North Monroe Street. Three white people in a red pickup
truck with a Georgia license plate yelled at the crowd of Black Lives
Matter protesters, then revved their engines before driving into the
crowd.


“Pickup truck mows through protesters in Tallahassee” via Jason
Delgado of Florida Politics — Protesters took to the streets of
Tallahassee Saturday after the local death of a black man accentuated
other fatal police incidents across the country. Tony McDade, 38, was
fatally shot Wednesday by a white Tallahassee police officer after he
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stabbed his next-door neighbor and allegedly pointed his gun at an
officer. The city's response has outraged some members of the
community. "Nobody has been held accountable in the past," said
protester Sarah Turner. "This system needs to be fixed so more black
people don't die in the streets." The generally peaceful protest was
underscored early Saturday when a pickup truck accelerated into
protesters, though no one was seriously injured.


A woman speaks to fellow protesters on the steps of the Tallahassee Police
Department on Friday. Image via Jason Delgado.


“Curfew declared in Tallahassee, Leon County from 11 p.m. to 6
a.m. after day of protests” via Jeff Burlew of the Tallahassee
Democrat — After a day of tense protests in Florida's capital city, Leon
County officials are declaring a curfew. The curfew will go into effect 11
p.m. in Leon County and run through 6 a.m. It will take hold again the
same hours Sunday into Monday. No one has been arrested in
conjunction with the protests, which were largely peaceful, according to
the police. During the curfew, people are allowed to go to and from
work, seek health care or emergency veterinary care and or walk a pet
on their premises.


“Black elected officials in Hillsborough call for a task force to
address violence” via Mari Faiello of the Tampa Bay Times — Seven
black elected leaders in Hillsborough County issued a letter saying they
are “deeply disturbed by the destruction that is happening within the
City of Tampa right now” and calling for productive ways to help handle
future violent situations. “We understand the hurt, pain and frustration
that our protesters are feeling right now but we must remember, we
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have to live here tomorrow. We need to look at all methods of
expressing our feelings and desires, not just destruction.”


—“Fire, looting and violence reported as Tampa Bay protests
escalate” via Josh Fiallo, Divya Kumar, Chris Tisch, Josh Solomon,
Zachary T. Sampson, Bethany Barnes, Malena Carollo, Luis Santana,
Diana C. Nearhos, Dan Sullivan and John Martin of the Tampa Bay
Times


“41 arrested in Tampa after peaceful protests gave way to chaos
and looting” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — Sparked by
outrage over the killing of Floyd in Minneapolis, 41 people were
arrested Saturday night into Sunday morning. Champs Sports and a
Mobil station were burned down while three others were set aflame.
About 40 businesses were burglarized and looted, according to Tampa
Police Chief Brian Dugan. Peaceful demonstrations gave way to rioting
and looting sometime around 6 p.m., Tampa Mayor Jane Castor said,
with protesters beginning to throw bottles, rocks and fireworks at
officers. One Tampa police officer was treated for minor burns after
being struck by a mortar. Castor did not say if the city or county would
employ measures like instituting a curfew.


“Tampa enacts curfew; police use tear gas, rounds to break up
Black Lives Matter march” via Monique Welch, Kavitha Surana, Dan
Sullivan and Josh Solomon of the Tampa Bay Times — Hundreds of
protesters marched in East Tampa and St. Petersburg to draw attention
to the toll of police violence on African Americans. It was the second
day of protests in the area. After looting and instances of violence
marked protests Saturday night, city officials and businesses enacted
measures designed to reduce the risk of violence. Several malls closed
early or never opened, and Mayor Jane Castor announced a 7:30 p.m.
to 6 a.m. curfew for the city of Tampa.
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The Saigon Bay Vietnamese Restaurant in Tampa on fire after violent protests
Saturday night.


“Their Mobil station was set on fire. ‘We have no anger really.’” via
Joey Knight of the Tampa Bay Times — When Tutu and Mosheda
Hussain returned to their charred livelihood Sunday morning,
helplessness had segued to despair. The Tampa proprietors said they
left their business around 10 p.m. Saturday, undefended against the
growing group of protesters that ultimately would loot their
establishment. They returned around 10 hours later to shattered glass,
empty shelves, fire damage and graffiti. “We have no anger really,” Tutu
said. “But we’re sad … And now, the last two or three months, the
economy has been bad.”


“Floyd demonstrators peacefully kneel outside Moore Justice
Center in Viera” via Rick Neale of Florida Today — After watching
violence erupt at protests across America, Melbourne resident Jarvis
James became inspired to organize a harmonious Space Coast
demonstration. Wearing a black "I can't breathe" mask, James led
about 40 demonstrators Sunday afternoon as they knelt and sat in
silence at a circular grassy area outside the Moore Justice Center in
Viera. "I was sitting at home and talking to friends, feeling powerless
with the negative energy on TV — the rioting and the looting. And I
wanted to do something peaceful," James said, minutes before the
event began. The Viera demonstrators knelt and sat in the grass
outside the courthouse during 10 minutes of silence. Some held hands.
Others bowed their heads.


“Lauderhill Black Lives Matter protest scrapped after overnight
chaos erupted in cities nationwide” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida
Politics — The protest was postponed due to continuing escalation
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nationwide. The Black Lives Matter peaceful protest had been
scheduled for 3 p.m. Sunday at the Lauderhill Performing Arts Center,
but the city of Lauderhill, in concert with protest organizers, scrapped
the protest. “In an effort to assist the organization produce a safe and
secure event, the City of Lauderhill felt it was in the best interest of
attendees and the surrounding community to work with the organizers
to postpone the event,” the city wrote in an announcement. The city
didn’t say when a new protest would be scheduled.


 


A total of 44 people were arrested in Saturday’s downtown Miami protests against
police violence, the Miami-Dade Police Department announced.


“Florida Sheriff Association condemns actions and inactions of
fired Minneapolis officers” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics —
The Florida Sheriff Association released a statement Friday on the
death of Floyd and the arrest of Minneapolis police officer Derek
Chauvin, condemning the action and inaction of the officers involved in
the incident. “As President of the Florida Sheriffs Association and on
behalf of all Florida sheriffs, I offer our sympathies to the family of
George Floyd,” said FSA President and Pinellas County Sheriff Bob
Gualtieri. The statement came hours after Chauvin’s arrest was
announced.


“In rare move, multiple Florida law enforcement leaders condemn
actions by MN officers in Floyd killing, call for justice” via Shelby
Danielsen of First Coast News — The killing of Floyd at the hands of
Minneapolis police officers has set much of the nation on fire, literally
and figuratively, as people call for justice. Law enforcement leaders on
the First Coast are also now voicing their outrage along with
communities across the country. Putnam County Sheriff Gator
DeLoach condemned the actions by the officers in Minneapolis. "I was
appalled at how they treated George Floyd there and the injustice," said
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DeLoach. DeLoach said he has been closely following both the Floyd
case and the closer-to-home Ahmaud Arbery case since the
beginning.


  


“NASA astronauts aboard the International Space Station after
Dragon capsule successfully docks” via Christian Davenport and
Jacob Bogage of The Washington Post — The SpaceX spacecraft
carrying two NASA astronauts docked with the International Space
Station Sunday morning, completing the first leg of a historic journey.
The mission was the first time NASA astronauts had launched from
United States soil since the Space Shuttle was retired in 2011. It was
also a test flight designed to see how the spacecraft, which had never
flown humans before, performed. So far, it seems the answer is very
well, but the astronauts still need to return home safely after their tour
on the station ends sometime in the coming months.


After a 19-hour trip, the NASA astronauts Robert Behnken and Douglas Hurley
successfully docked their capsule and entered the space station. Image via


NASA.


America launches
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“Doug Hurley, Bob Behnken, SpaceX and NASA launch new era of
space flight” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Saturday afternoon
Hurley and Behnken became space pioneers in their own way: the first
to go into space aboard a rocket designed, built, managed, launched,
and directed by a private company, when the SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket
blasted into orbit from Kennedy Space Center. "America has launched.
So rises a new era of American space flight, and with it the ambitions of
a new generation, continuing to dream!" added launch director Mike
Taylor. The launch made SpaceX the first private company to carry
astronauts into orbit. NASA has not yet decided when the two will return
to earth, but they safely joined the International Space Station Sunday
morning for what is expected to be an extended stay.


“Trump exults in rocket launch as chaos unfolds around the
country” via Gabby Orr of POLITICO — The President, who described
the mission as an “inspiration” for Americans, cast the SpaceX launch
as a triumphant moment for the country, a brief reprieve from an
otherwise dark period in American history. Though Saturday’s occasion
was largely overshadowed by the outbreak of violence in U.S. cities,
Trump still managed to plug his “America First” agenda. The President
said the SpaceX launch should be a powerful testament to what the
country can accomplish through public-private partnerships as the
government and private drug manufacturers work to develop a vaccine
for COVID-19.


“Launch provides Trump moment to relish during difficult week”
via Jill Colvin of The Associated Press — Trump celebrated the first
launch of American astronauts from U.S. soil in nearly a decade,
marveling at the power of the rocket ship and the danger faced by its
passengers as they soared into the stratosphere and provided a
moment of triumph as the country raged and mourned. Trump
addressed the unrest during a speech celebrating the launch, saying
Floyd’s death was a “grave tragedy” that has filled the country with
anger and grief. But he said his administration would stop mob
violence, “and we’ll stop it cold.” Asked why he felt it was important to
be in Florida for the launch, given all that is going on in the country,
Trump said the launch was a “great inspiration” for the country.


“DeSantis sees SpaceX launch as next step in getting Americans
to Mars” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — DeSantis Friday
plotted out a course for NASA and SpaceX that goes beyond the
International Space Station. "We're on the cusp of, once again, sending
American astronauts to space, launching from American soil, by an
American rocket," he said. "And if we're able to do this, the next stop is
to the moon again, and then the stop on that is to Mars." The last time
astronauts launched to orbit from the U.S. was in 2011. NASA hired
SpaceX and Boeing in 2014 to get the ball rolling again — kicking off a
commercial revolution for getting people to low-Earth orbit.
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“Imagination and hope fuel historic launch during tough times” via
John Torres of Florida Today — This is about imagination and hope.
People imagined all this: building rockets and space stations and
sending humans into space. And brains much more brilliant than most
took that imagination and molded it into real-life spaceships flown by
real-life heroes. This celebration of imagination is something we
desperately needed this afternoon. Dusting ourselves off and picking
ourselves up is what we do. It's in our DNA. It's the American way. But
this year, so inappropriately named for clarity — 2020 — has been
anything but. COVID-19 and the ensuing worldwide pandemic made
sure of that. And saying things haven't been easy is grossly
understating the facts.


Flashback: Ready to put spades to work at the 2011 groundbreaking ceremonies
for SpaceX's new Falcon 9 rocket launch facilities at Space Launch Complex 40
at Cape Canaveral: (from left) Rep. Thad Altman; Lt. Gov. Jeff Kottkamp; Elon
Musk; Brig. Gen. Susan Helms, Commander of the 45 Space Wing; Brevard


County EDC CEO Lynda Weatherman; Steve Koehler, President Space Florida;
Janet Petro, Deputy Director of NASA KSC; Patricia Grace Smith, FAA Associate


Administrator for Commercial Space Transportation; Steve Cain, NASA COTS
program manager. Image via NASA/George Shelton KSC.
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“90th day of COVID-19 in Florida: 1M people tested” via Florida
Politics — More than 1 million residents and visitors in the state have
been tested for COVID-19 during the pandemic as the state crossed the
90th day since the first Floridians tested positive. The Department of
Health received the results of more than 30,063 people, raising the total
count of people tested to 1,022,265, approaching 5% of the state’s
population. As of Sunday, 56,163 people, including 699 confirmed since
Saturday’s report, have tested positive for the novel coronavirus.


Corona Florida
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A medical health care worker drops a specimen collection into a container after
testing a motorist for COVID-19. Image via AP.


“States brace for disasters as pandemic collides with hurricane
season” via Dan Goldberg and Brianna Ehley of POLITICO Florida —
Florida’s Division of Emergency Management is trying to get the word
out. Before COVID-19, the state encouraged residents to evacuate
areas in the path of less powerful storms. Now, it wants them to
consider sheltering at home. “We’d always say know your zone, as in
know when you need to evacuate,” said Director Jared Moskowitz.
“Now we’re saying know your home.” The state has asked FEMA to
preapprove a plan to allow the medically frail to shelter at hotels rather
than storm-resistant school gyms where a communal setting could
serve as a breeding ground for the coronavirus.


Assignment editors — The Citizens Property Insurance Corp.
Consumer Services Committee will hold a telephonic news conference
on hurricane prep amid COVID-19, including a discussion of guidelines
set by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 9 a.m. Call-in
number: 1-888-942-8686. Code: 9447106691.


“Half of Florida COVID-19 deaths linked to long-term care” via Jim
Saunders of News Service of Florida — In a stark reminder of the toll of
COVID-19 on seniors and their caregivers, slightly more than half of the
reported deaths of Floridians from the disease are now linked to long-
term care facilities, state figures show. Florida topped the 50%
threshold in numbers released Saturday by the state Department of
Health. A report released Sunday showed 2,451 deaths of Florida
residents from COVID-19, with 1,230 involving residents or staff
members of long-term care facilities. The respiratory disease caused by
the novel coronavirus is particularly dangerous to seniors and people
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with underlying health conditions, which generally describes most
people in nursing homes and assisted living facilities.


“In Florida, 83 % of coronavirus deaths are people 65 and older” via
Rebecca Woolington and Connie Humburg of the Tampa Bay Times —
One in four people over 85 with a confirmed infection has died.
Outbreaks have devastated nursing homes in nearly every corner of the
state, from the Panhandle down to the Atlantic Coast. Some of the
deadliest have occurred in the greater Tampa Bay region. The
percentage of deaths tied to care centers has been steadily increasing
over the past several weeks. Now, at least 43% of deaths statewide can
be attributed to long-term care facilities — the equivalent of 875 lives
lost.


“Florida’s total hospitalizations surpass 10,000” via The Florida
Times-Union — Florida recorded its 10,000th hospitalization for COVID-
19 and Duval County listed its 48th from the disease in Saturday’s daily
report from the state department of health. The health department
reported the death of an 88-year-old man in Duval County. The news
increases the Northeast Florida death toll to 91. The number of positive
tests in Duval County rose by 47, the largest report-to-report increase in
weeks, for 1,608 to date. In all, Northeast Florida recorded 60 new
positive tests, with six more in Clay County, four more in St. Johns
County and one each in Baker, Nassau and Putnam counties.


“Florida’s seen a ‘statistically significant’ uptick in pneumonia
deaths. The CDC says it’s likely COVID.” via Erin Banco of the Daily
Beast — Since the beginning of this year, Florida has experienced an
uptick in the number of pneumonia and influenza deaths, according to
data from the CDC. There have been 1,519 deaths in Florida where
pneumonia and influenza were listed as the underlying cause. By
comparison, in the same time period last year, Florida recorded 1,207
such deaths. The increase has sparked a conspiracy theory on the left,
that Florida is deliberately trying to undercount coronavirus fatalities by
labeling them as something else.
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Florida has seen an uptick in pneumonia deaths that could be linked to COVID-
19.


“Quarantine cuts number of Florida traffic crashes in half” via The
Associated Press — The number of traffic crashes in Florida dropped
by 50% in April compared to the same time last year. With residents
holed up at home, working remotely and running fewer errands, rush
hour traffic has dipped considerably. Shuttered bars and restaurants
have meant fewer drunken drivers on the roads. Florida drivers were
involved in 16,191 crashes last month compared to 33,692 in April
2019. The dip started in March as the pandemic spread. Florida’s crash
data showed a 25% decrease in March compared to last year.


“First Amendment group opposes webinars on toll roads” via Jim
Turner of the News Service of Florida — Open government advocates
want the brakes applied to upcoming webinars about controversial toll-
road projects, contending that more-inclusive in-person meetings
should be held as the state reopens amid the coronavirus pandemic.
“The webinars are a poor substitute for the kind of government that is
required by Florida's Sunshine Law, which does apply to the M-CORES
task force meetings,” First Amendment Foundation President Pamela
Marsh wrote Thursday to Transportation Secretary Kevin Thibault,
using an acronym for the projects that the state has dubbed the “Multi-
use Corridors of Regional Economic Significance.” “All portions of the
Sunshine Law continue to apply even during this horrible pandemic,”
Marsh stated. “No part of the law has been suspended or modified as
applied to state agencies.”


  


“DeSantis: 'Absolutely assume’ full high school football season in


Florida reopening
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Florida” via Eric J. Wallace of the Pensacola News Journal — DeSantis
is more than a little bullish about the odds of a full 2020 high school
football season. During an appearance on the Outkick the Coverage
podcast with Clay Travis, DeSantis continued his open posture toward
sports in Florida with full-throated confidence that the 2020 high school
football season would be played in its entirety this fall. “This is so
important for our kids, particularly those that are going to be seniors,”
DeSantis said. Restrictions due to the COVID-19 pandemic have
gradually relaxed in Florida throughout May.


“DeSantis isn’t walking a straight line toward Phase Two of COVID-
19 reopening” via Michael Moline of Florida Phoenix — Its been
roughly a month since DeSantis launched Phase 1 of a plan to reopen
Florida’s economy following his COVID-19 stay-home executive orders.
We’ve seen the return of sit-down restaurants, hair and nail salons,
even kids’ summer camps, with some limitations. So, when do we get to
Phase Two? That would require evidence of continued decline, or at
least containment, of the disease. His administration hasn’t said much
about the Governor’s plans in this regard, even as other states in the
nation have launched a Phase Two reopening. But one thing is for sure:
The Governor has never followed his own guidelines rigorously.


Some say Ron DeSantis is not being direct in the COVID-19 recovery. Image via
AP.


“Workers to gradually return to Ashley Moody's offices” via News
Service of Florida — A quarter of the employees in the state Attorney
General’s Office will have the option to return to in-office work starting
Tuesday. Lauren Cassidy, a spokeswoman for Attorney General
Moody, said up to 25% of department staff members may return to
offices on a “voluntary basis." High-risk people will continue to work
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from home amid the coronavirus pandemic, she added. “Our offices in
Miami, Fort Lauderdale and Palm Beach are excluded at this time,”
Cassidy noted. “Additionally, masks will be required and provided in
communal spaces.” Hand sanitizers will also be made available to staff
who return to the offices, she said.


“Health officials warn against relaxing COVID-19 precautions;
Veterans Services office to reopen June 1” via Corey Arwood of
TCPalm — County and state health leaders told residents to continue
wearing masks and maintaining distance in public as county offices
reopen and a "new normal" emerges with coronavirus cases creeping
upward. At the weekly Indian River County and Florida Department of
Health COVID-19 meeting Friday, officials said an 18-case increase
countywide over the past two weeks points to a relaxation of social
distancing practices among residents.


“Collier County, Naples to discuss beach restrictions at public
meetings next week” via Brittany Carloni of the Naples Daily News —
Collier County and Naples will review government beach restrictions at
public meetings this upcoming week. The city and the county have
restricted open hours at public beaches since earlier this month due to
concerns about maintaining proper social distancing and the spread of
the coronavirus. City beaches are open from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. and from
5 p.m. to sunset on weekends. Only chairs are allowed from 5 p.m. to
sunset on the weekend. Those restrictions in the county and the city will
remain in place this weekend and until the Collier Commission and
Naples City Council meeting next week.


“State signs off on reopening Disney, SeaWorld” via News Service
of Florida — Both theme parks have been shut down since mid-
March because of the coronavirus pandemic. Both “established the
necessary plans for the safe operation of its theme parks properties
upon reopening.” SeaWorld is expected to reopen June 11. Disney is
set to open the Magic Kingdom and Animal Kingdom July 11, and
reopen Epcot and Hollywood Studios July 15, according to
DisneyParks.com. Disney’s Fort Wilderness Resort & Campground will
begin to reopen June 22.


“Return to roller coasters reveals new fears, old-school screams”
via Dewayne Bevil of the Orlando Sentinel — Near the beginning of this
pandemic/lockdown/solitary confinement, I thought a roller-coaster ride
would cure my angst and churning stomach. Nearly three months later,
I boarded my first post-pandemic reopening coaster. In the process, I
got a reassuring peek at what future ride experiences may be like. With
Universal, SeaWorld and Disney days and weeks away from reopening,
my first coaster option was White Lightning at the Fun Spot location
near Orlando’s International Drive. What I saw: Workers in masks; a
few guests with face coverings (they’re not required for visitors at this
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location); repeated cleaning of surfaces; and guides for social
distancing, including ones into the Gator Spot attraction.


“MLS union counters league plan to resume play in Orlando, report
says” via Julia Poe of the Orlando Sentinel — Major League Soccer
players have approved a plan to resume play in Orlando, asking MLS to
agree to significant changes to its initial proposal. The MLS Players
Association submitted the proposal to the league’s owners Friday after
receiving enough votes from players. The league will now review the
players’ proposal and decide whether to accept it or counter. The
players previously had reportedly sent more than 100 questions to the
league for review, with many speaking out against being isolated at
ESPN Wide World of Sports away from their spouses and young
children for months. The players’ vote on a revised plan is progress and
could lead MLS resuming this summer after suspending competition
due to coronavirus pandemic March 12.


“Orlando Pride hold first full team workout since coronavirus
shutdown” via Julia Poe of the Orlando Sentinel — The Orlando Pride
hosted their first full-team training session since March on Saturday as
the team gears up for the NWSL Challenge Cup in Utah at the end of
June. The tournament is voluntary, and the Pride have yet to announce
which players have agreed to compete in Utah. However, veteran stars
Ashlyn Harris, Marta, Ali Krieger, Toni Pressley and Sydney Leroux
all participated in the workout. Midfielder Emily van Egmond, who is
completing a mandatory seven-day self-isolation after arriving from
Australia, is the only player in Orlando who missed training.


Orlando Pride is holding its first full teamwork out since the coronavirus pandemic
began.
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“The traditional opening of public schools in FL may no longer
mean August.” via Danielle J. Brown of Florida Phoenix — Educators
and other key officials working on how to safely reopen K-12 schools in
Florida considered the possibility that it may not be safe to reopen
schools right away. A K-12 committee on reopening schools was
launched by the Florida Education Association and the United Faculty
of Florida and held its last meeting Friday. Recommendations will be
presented Tuesday in a news conference. Committee members
stressed that funding is a necessary component of the plans to keep
students and staff safe in the new academic year.


  


“12 deaths in Westside nursing home” via Clayton Freeman of The
Florida Times-Union — The Florida Department of Health announced in
its weekly report on long-term care facilities that a nursing home on
Jacksonville’s Westside has recorded 12 deaths, five in the last week,
from the coronavirus pandemic. Signature Healthcare of Jacksonville,
located in the Hyde Park neighborhood, has now reported the most


Corona local
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COVID-19 deaths for any facility in the Jacksonville area. The state had
listed no deaths for the nursing home until the report of May 15, but has
now counted five there in each of the last two weeks.


The Signature HealthCARE nursing home in Jacksonville has reported the most
COVID-19 deaths in the area. Image via Signature HealthCARE.


“With demand down, Wellington closes coronavirus test site” via
Kristina Webb of The Palm Beach Post — With appointments down,
Wellington officials are closing the novel coronavirus test site that
opened May 13. The site was a partnership between Wellington, Palm
Beach County and Premier Family Health, a medical practice with
offices in Wellington Reserve on State Road 7. Wellington provided the
location, the county provided the test kits and Premier staff ran the site.
Tests were free, similar to county-operated sites. The site, at the Village
Park gymnasium on Pierson Road, has tested hundreds of people since
it opened.
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“Lenny Curry credits Trump, DeSantis for virus response” via
Clayton Freeman and Christopher Hong of The Florida Times-Union —
Jacksonville Mayor Curry praised the White House and Ron DeSantis
for building the “foundation” for Jacksonville’s response to the
coronavirus outbreak. Curry was part of a panel of mayors from seven
cities across the country, delivering a five-minute prepared speech and
answering questions from members of the U.S. House of
Representatives Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis. Curry
said DeSantis and Trump helped Jacksonville take actions to “flatten
the curve and protect our health systems.” He said those actions
prevented “dire situations like where we saw elsewhere.”


More local
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A police officer was stabbed in the neck and several others attacked Saturday at a
riot over the death of George Floyd in Jacksonville. Image via Getty.


“City cancels Sunday’s appointments for relief program” via
Clayton Freeman of The Florida Times-Union — Some Jacksonville
residents who were waiting for their appointments for the city’s relief
program from the coronavirus pandemic will now have to wait another
week. The City of Jacksonville announced that its Sunday appointments
for the mortgage, rent and utility relief programs would be pushed back
to next week. For people with last names beginning from A to M, the
appointment will be at the same time June 6; for those with last names
from N to Z, the new appointment will be at the same time June 7.


“Checkpoints keeping out visitors come down in Florida Keys” via
The Associated Press — Checkpoints leading into the Florida Keys are
coming down two months after being set up to stop the spread of the
new coronavirus. The checkpoints that are being removed early
Monday were put into place in March to keep tourists from entering the
chain of islands in an effort to blunt the outbreak. More than 18,750
cars coming from the mainland were turned away because drivers did
not present the proper paperwork that showed they either worked or
lived in the Florida Keys, said Kristen Livengood, a county
spokeswoman.


“Leaders worry social distancing guidelines could lead to child
care shortages as parents go back to work” via Madison Arnold via
the Pensacola News Journal — Some area leaders worry there may be
a shortage of child care spots with camps and day cares running at
reduced capacity to reduce the spread of coronavirus. Todd Thomson,
president and CEO of the Greater Pensacola Chamber of Commerce,
raised the issue to the Pensacola City Council. "The one thing that will
be a challenge now that school is out is going to be child care,"
Thomson told the council. "We may have to have some conversation,
the city and county, all of us get together and figure out what we can do
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to support parents that need to have resources for their children during
the summer."


“Coronavirus and telehealth: Tallahassee social workers counsel
foster children remotely” via Nada Hassanein via the Tallahassee
Democrat — Social workers are relying on telecounseling software for
children in foster homes as social distancing continues. Six local
agencies have conducted 3,000 virtual child welfare sessions,
according to data provided from the telemedicine software group, Let’s
Talk Interactive. About 30% of child welfare-related calls are from
school staff. But with schools closed, some summer camps canceled
and families quarantined at home, children may be suffering out of sight
as cases fly under the radar. Child welfare agencies are lobbying to try
to make it easier for children to report abuse — online.


“Tallahassee residents find 'free' COVID-19 tests can carry a cost”
via Lynn Hatter of WFSU — People going to get tested for the new
coronavirus could come away with more than just a diagnosis. They
might get a bill, too. This, despite the federal government’s effort to
make COVID-19 testing and treatment free for insured and uninsured
patients. Testing for the coronavirus is a lot more available today than it
was a few months ago. Health plans are supposed to cover the costs of
COVID tests and treatments. Some facilities accept one type of health
plan, but not others, leading some people to have to pay.
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“CDC chief defends failure to spot early coronavirus spread in
U.S.” via Lena H. Sun and Joel Achenbach of The Washington Post —
The director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
defended the agency’s failure to find the early spread of the coronavirus
in the United States, noting that surveillance systems “kept eyes” on the
disease. “We were never really blind when it came to surveillance” for
COVID-19, the disease caused by the virus, CDC chief Robert
Redfield said. Redfield was among three CDC officials who spoke with
reporters about a comprehensive analysis by the agency that found the
coronavirus began spreading in the United States as early as the
second half of January.


“Researchers warn COVID-19 could cause debilitating long-term
illness in some patients” via Brian Vastag and Beth Mazur of The
Washington Post — Researchers are raising alarms that the novel
coronavirus and the COVID-19 disease it causes will also leave in its
wake a potentially large population with post-viral problems that could


Corona nation
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be lifelong and, in some cases, disabling. In addition to emerging
reports of damage to lungs, kidneys and hearts, covid-19 patients are
complaining of ongoing crushing fatigue, muscle pain, cognitive
problems and other symptoms. Patients who have experienced post-
viral fatigue syndrome advise the newly ill to rest, rest and rest some
more, as returning to normal activities can trigger relapses.


“The pandemic isn’t over. But America sure seems over it.” via Dan
Zak of The Washington Post — A summer of playing freely, of living
dangerously. One hundred thousand dead, 40.8 million jobless claims.
Not past it, but over it. “We can’t keep fighting the virus from our living
room,” Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp, clearly over it, said. “There is a pent-
up demand” to resume normal life, said Trump, also over it, in the Rose
Garden. “And you’re going to see it more and more.” What if the
coronavirus surges back, because we’re all over it and having a
summer, and we do die from this? If you meet a pandemic head-on in a
hospital, it can look like everything. It can look like we won’t be over it
for a while.


A woman takes part in a May 25 protest to reopen all New Jersey businesses.
Image via Reuters.


“Amid coronavirus concerns, dentists face a fraught road to
reopening” via Chelsea Janes of The Washington Post — As states
begin allowing dentists to resume treating patients, they navigate a
complicated logistical reality: In conducting their duties in and around
patients’ mouths, they land especially close to the respiratory system.
Unlike doctors treating covid-19 patients, dentists are not considered
front-line workers and until recent days had largely been left out of the
nationwide triaging of personal protective equipment, according to
interviews with leaders of several state dental associations. They are
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retooling their offices to meet new and stricter health and safety
guidelines.


“The safety problem for restaurants isn’t the dining room. It’s the
kitchen.” via Annia Ciezadlo of The Washington Post — As customers
head back out to eat at restaurants, most of the public discussion about
safety is focusing on the front of the house where customers sit. Some
restaurants are rearranging dining rooms. But in the back of the house,
the part that most customers never see, a very different conversation is
taking place. Chefs and other kitchen staff are quietly raising the alarm
about the prospect of returning to what once passed for normal:
chaotic, overcrowded, poorly ventilated kitchens where everyone is
shouting, everyone is touching multiple surfaces and nobody has time
for safety precautions when the front of the house gets slammed.


“Why major sports might risk comebacks during the pandemic” via
Matthew Futterman of The New York Times — After months filled with
pessimism, hesitation, quiet planning and uncertainty about whether
major sports would happen again in 2020, nearly every sport was
preparing to come back, provided that work agreements with players
could be negotiated and that public health authorities raised no
objections. Player representatives, league officials, lawyers and
business consultants who work closely with them say the sudden shift
resulted from a mix of dramatic changes few could foresee a month
ago. People who work closely with the leagues and team owners said,
the financial consequences of not returning, potentially billions of dollars
in losses across the leagues, made trying to come back vital.


  


“Florida’s unemployed still haven’t been paid, and they don’t think
it’s their fault” via Lawrence Mower and Kirby Wilson of the Tampa
Bay Times — Over the past month, the Times/Herald interviewed 40
Floridians who have struggled to receive benefits during. Reporters
spent hours on the phone, viewed screenshots of their claims and sent
their names, phone numbers and claimant ID numbers to the
Department of Economic Opportunity to verify if they were eligible. Of
the 40 people, half have started to receive payments, department
spokeswoman Tiffany Vause said. The rest are in the “review process”
for state or federal benefits. Of the 22 people who agreed to be quoted
in this story, three have been paid, all they say they’re owed by the
state. All 22 disagreed with the Governor’s assessment. Some found it
offensive.


“Debate over $600 a week in jobless aid to intensify as
unemployment claims rise” via Christopher Rugaber of the USA
Today — A debate in Congress over whether to extend $600 a week in
federally provided benefits to the unemployed looks sure to intensify


Corona economics
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with the number of people receiving the aid now topping 30 million, one
in five workers. The money is set to expire on July 31. Democrats have
proposed keeping the $600-a-week payments through January in a $3
trillion relief package. Senate Republicans oppose that measure. Some
Republicans are promoting a plan that would provide $450 a week for
laid-off workers who return to their jobs.


Coronavirus has caused the closure of a vast number of businesses, forcing an
equally large number of unemployment claims. Image via AP.


“College graduates of the pandemic, recession, is it too soon to
compare?” via Robbie Gaffney of WFSU — As new graduates prepare
to enter the workforce, some are finding their plans flipped upside down
courtesy of the coronavirus pandemic. Others question if this could be a
repeat of the hurdles faced by those who graduated during the Great
Recession. However, it might be too soon to draw comparisons
between the two time periods. The Pew Research Center surveyed
more than 800 young adults in 2011, asking how they felt about their
long-term plans. Almost half said they took a job they didn't want to pay
the bills. One-third said they went back to school due to a bad
economy. And 31% postponed either getting married or having a baby.
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“Struggling to find happiness while you’re stuck at home? Experts
say contentment is enough.” via Daniel Cordaro of The Washington
Post — This is a time of extreme challenge, and there’s a lot to feel
anxious about right now. For a lot of us stuck at home, it’s what we
brought into the pandemic that’s causing us unnecessary suffering: an
expectation of happiness. No, this doesn’t mean that misery is the
answer. What this means is that pursuing happiness as a strategy for
human well-being is not the ticket many people think it is. A study found
the ancients almost never used the word happiness when talking about
a good life. They used the word contentment, and described it as a
state of “unconditional wholeness,” regardless of what is happening
externally.


“Keep your distance: How to stay safe from coronavirus at the
pool and at the beach” via Jayme Deerwester, Veronica Bravo, and
Curtis Tate of USA Today — Joseph Khabbaza, a pulmonary and
critical care physician at the Cleveland Clinic, said the same practices
for going to the grocery store or to a restaurant can also apply at the
pool or the beach: Stay in your group and maintain social distancing.
Khabbaza said outdoor activities can be relatively safer than indoor
ones because of the opportunity to maintain distance. Don't forget your
mask, hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes. Also, grab your own towel
and your own beach toys or swimming gear.


More corona



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdhhyul-edrdjlhjd-xt/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdhhyul-edrdjlhjd-xi/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdhhyul-edrdjlhjd-xi/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdhhyul-edrdjlhjd-xd/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdhhyul-edrdjlhjd-xd/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdhhyul-edrdjlhjd-xh/





Physicians explain how to stay safe from coronavirus at pools in the beach. Image
via CNN.


“In boom-and-bust San Francisco, pandemic brings grim new
reality” via Romy Varghese of Bloomberg — In a city with a long history
of booms, busts and natural calamities, the coronavirus pandemic has
suddenly upended nearly a decade of prosperity. While municipalities
across the U.S. are grappling with the economic fallout from the virus,
San Francisco stands to take a deeper hit given its high concentration
of office jobs that make remote working easier, a tech industry battered
by layoffs and a pricey real estate market that has already driven out
some residents. The city’s leaders predict a $3.6 billion budget shortfall
over the next four years, with the unemployment rate to be around 15%
through September.


“Troll farms from North Macedonia and the Philippines pushed
coronavirus disinformation on Facebook” via Ben Collins and
Brandy Zadrozny of NBC News — One of the largest publishers of
coronavirus disinformation on Facebook has been banned from the
platform for using content farms from North Macedonia and the
Philippines. The publisher, Natural News, was one of the most prolific
pushers of the viral “Plandemic” conspiracy video, which falsely claimed
that the coronavirus is part of an elaborate government plot to control
the populace through vaccines, and erroneously claimed that wearing a
mask increases the risk of catching the coronavirus. Facebook said that
it had found foreign trolls repeatedly posted content from Natural News,
an anti-vaccination news site.
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“Twitter had been drawing a line for months when Trump crossed
it” via Kate Conger of The New York Times — Tensions between
Twitter, and Trump had been running high for days over the president’s
aggressive tweets and the company’s decision to begin labeling some
of them. In his latest message, Trump weighed in on the clashes
between the police and protesters in Minneapolis, saying, “when the
looting starts, the shooting starts.” A group of more than 10 Twitter
officials, including lawyers and policymakers, quickly gathered virtually
to review Trump’s post and debate over the messaging system Slack
and Google Docs whether it pushed people toward violence. After
midnight, Jack Dorsey gave his go-ahead: Twitter would hide Trump’s
tweet behind a warning label that said the message violated its policy
against glorifying violence.


“Trump is at war with the truth, not Twitter” via John Avion of CNN
Opinion — Fact checks are not censorship. But that's what Trump is
claiming in his new assault on social media platforms: an overreaching


D.C. matters
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executive order targeting social media companies, signed shortly after
Twitter applied fact checks to two of Trump's tweets. Twitter took a
long-overdue step toward sanity by adding a fact check to his repeated
baseless claims about voter fraud. This is a modest thing to flag against
the backdrop of Trump repeating false suggestions that a cable news
host committed murder, but we'll take it as a sign of progress. the
president's comments about mail-in voting are especially insidious
because they're another attempt to reduce confidence in the integrity of
our elections.


Fact-checking is not censorship, despite what Donald Trump says. Image via
Forbes.


“A husband's response to a President's smears” via Timothy J.
Klausutis of the Pensacola News Journal — Lori Kaye Klausutis was
a constituent services coordinator in the Fort Walton Beach office of
Pensacola's former Congressman Joe Scarborough. Tragically,
Klausutis died in 2001 after fainting on the job due to undiagnosed
heart complications. The medical examiner found that Klausutis “died
as a result of an acute subdural hematoma which occurred as a result
of a closed head trauma sustained in a simple fall.” She was working
alone in the office that day and Scarborough was in Washington, D.C.
at the time. Trump used Twitter to spread claims that Klausutis' death
was a murder committed by Scarborough and accused Klausutis of
infidelity. Klausutis' husband wrote an open letter about the President’s
accusations.


“D.C. on edge as anger over Floyd’s death launches protests
through the nation’s capital” via Samantha Schmidt, Rachel Weiner
and Joe Heim of The Washington Post — As demonstrators gathered
at the U.S. Navy Memorial in the city’s downtown, Washington held its
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breath about what might happen here. By early evening, violent clashes
erupted near the White House. Some angry protesters broke windows
of police vehicles and hurled epithets and water bottles at law
enforcement officers, who, in some instances, responded with batons
and tear gas to push back the crowd. As night approached, there were
no signs it would bring calm. A crowd gathered near the Capitol
Reflecting Pool, shouting “let us breathe, let us breathe,” sweating in
masks beneath the 85-degree afternoon sun.


“Mitch McConnell and Nancy Pelosi's next battle: How to help the
40 million unemployed” via Marianne Levine and Sarah Ferris of
POLITICO — The debate over whether Congress will approve a new
round of pandemic aid is over. Now it’s just a question of what’s in the
package. After brushing off Democrats’ demands for more relief,
Senate Republicans now say the next major coronavirus package is
likely to move in the coming weeks. And a key conflict ahead will be
over how to help the 40 million Americans out of work. The outcome will
determine not just how much help goes to the roughly 1-in-4
unemployed Americans but how the parties can position themselves in
a fierce campaign in which Congress and the White House are up for
grabs.


Assignment editors — Democratic U.S. Reps. Debbie Mucarsel-
Powell, Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Ted Deutch and Lois Frankel
will take part in a Zoom news conference to call on the U.S. Senate to
pass the Heroes Act, a coronavirus relief bill, 1:30 p.m. Registration at
zoom.us/webinar/register.


  


“DeSantis has the dream Supreme Court Republicans have always
wanted” via Steve Contorno of the Tampa Bay Times — For all the
accolades and credentials on the résumés of newly appointed Florida
Supreme Court Justices John Couriel and Renatha Francis, perhaps
the most consequential are their ages. Couriel and Francis are 42 years
old. DeSantis is turning the state’s high court over to Gen X. His
previous appointees were all born in the same era. And in tapping
lawyers with the prime of their legal careers ahead of them, DeSantis
has all but guaranteed that a generation of legal precedent will be
forged by justices put in place by Republicans.


“Nikki Fried smacks DeSantis for ‘failing to do his job’” via AG
Gancarski of Florida Politics — DeSantis likely sees himself as an
active Governor, but Fried says he isn’t getting it done. An email from
Florida Consumers First, a political committee aligned with Fried, paints
a grim picture of a do-nothing DeSantis, saying “our Governor needs to
do his job.” The latest example of that pressure, or at least an attempt
thereof, came during last week’s Cabinet meeting, in which the


Statewide
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Commissioner’s attempts to get issues of priority to her addressed were
thwarted by DeSantis.


Nikki Fried's war of words with Ron DeSantis escalates.


“Florida universities’ switch to online learning was tough — but
could last for years” via Annie Martin of the Orlando Sentinel —
Administrators at schools like UCF are saying in-person classes might
begin again for fall, but end early just before Thanksgiving because
students returning from holiday travel could bring with them germs from
elsewhere. Students vented in a survey by UCF, with 43% saying they
somewhat or strongly disagreed with the notion that they had “been
able to adjust well to remote instruction.” About 18% said they had none
of the resources or few resources they needed to complete their
classes successfully.


“Hospital, hospice projects get preliminary approvals” via the News
Service of Florida — State regulators this week gave preliminary
approval to three proposals for opening hospital and hospice facilities.
Brooks Rehabilitation Hospital received approval for a 74,000-square-
foot, 60-bed comprehensive medical rehabilitation hospital in Duval
County that would cost $45.3 million. Cornerstone Hospice & Palliative
Care, Inc. was given approval for a 19,750- square-foot, 20-bed
inpatient hospice facility in Orange County that would cost about $11.6
million. VITAS Healthcare Corporation of Florida got approval for a
20,000-square-foot, 16-bed inpatient hospice facility in St. Lucie County
that would cost about $9.6 million.


“Hospital backed in medical malpractice dispute” via the News
Service of Florida — A state appeals court backed a Brevard County
hospital and other defendants in a battle about whether state medical-
malpractice laws should govern a lawsuit stemming from the death of a
woman in 2012. A panel of the 5th District Court of Appeal overturned a
decision by a circuit judge who denied the defendants’ motions to
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dismiss the case. The dispute involves the 2012 death of Shannon
Lawley, who was taken to the emergency room at what was then
known as Wuesthoff Medical Center Rockledge. An emergency-room
physician determined that she needed treatment in the intensive-care
unit, but the hospital did not have available intensive-care unit beds.
She was not placed in the intensive-care unit and ultimately died.


“Court to move quickly on prison hepatitis case” via the News
Service of Florida — A federal appeals court has agreed to move
quickly in deciding a case about whether Florida should be required to
provide expensive treatment to prison inmates who have been
diagnosed with early stages of hepatitis C. The 11th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals this week approved a request by the state for “expedited”
consideration of the case. The state asked for a decision by Sept. 8
because of the possibility that it will have to spend $28 million to
address the treatment issue. The appeals court often takes longer than
three months to decide cases after oral arguments. The case centers
on the use of an expensive type of medication known as “direct-acting
antivirals” to treat hepatitis C.


“Unlocking the secret buried in Jeffrey Epstein’s Palm Beach
County grand jury records” via Jane Musgrave of The Palm Beach
Post — For more than 15 years, the justice system has allowed one of
the most confounding mysteries surrounding serial child molester
Epstein to remain shrouded in secrecy. The Palm Beach Post is
headed to court this week to ask a Palm Beach County Circuit judge to
ignore protests from State Attorney Dave Aronberg and Courts Clerk
Sharon Bock and open long-sealed grand jury records to public view. It
would help explain why grand jurors didn’t, as police recommended,
charge Epstein with multiple child molestation crimes and instead
indicted him for solicitation of prostitution.


“How Southwest Florida colleges are tightening budgets and
planning for fall semester” via Pamela McCabe of the Naples Daily
News — Now that Florida Gulf Coast University and Florida
Southwestern State College have stepped into the latest challenge,
running totally online summer courses officials are eyeing an even
bigger one: preparing for fall classes and the fiscal year to come. FGCU
is taking a look at our operations to determine where savings can be
made including freezes on hiring, travel and nonessential purchases as
where the budget has already been tightened. The same struggle is felt
at FSW, where the end-of-year budget was belted up to reduce
spending.
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Florida Gulf Coast University is among the Southwest Florida colleges that face
fiscal challenges in the upcoming fall semester.


“Experts say recent Naples legislation can help to preserve city's
past” via Andrew Wigdor and Brittany Carloni via the Naples Daily
News — Legislation approved in Naples earlier this year could make it
easier to preserve historic homes and keep the city's past from being
erased in favor of new development. In March, the previous Naples City
Council voted to pass an ordinance that, among many things, can
exempt property owners of historic homes in the Naples historic district
from flood plain regulations and other rules when performing work on
their homes. The Naples ordinance opens up the opportunity for
property owners to dedicate money to rehabilitating or preserving a
historic home in the city rather than tearing one down, said Elaine
Reed, president and CEO of the Naples Historical Society.


“Lynn Haven official’s plea deal gets scratched” via Tom McLaughlin
of the NWF Daily News — U.S. District Judge Robert Hinkle refused
Thursday to accept a guilty plea from former Lynn Haven Community
Services Director David Horton. He did so after Horton refused to
acknowledge that he had knowingly conspired with four others to steal
Hurricane Michael debris removal money from the city. “The facts the
state says are true and the facts Mr. Horton says are true are different,”
Hinkle said. “If he’s saying he’s not guilty we need to have a trial.”
Horton was scheduled to go to trial on June 1. But as no federal court
proceedings will be held in June due to the coronavirus, Hinkle set Aug.
3 as a tentative new date to try the case.


“Investigator critical of Parkland administrators in school
shooting, but district cleared them” via Scott Travis of the South
Florida Sun-Sentinel — An outside investigator described numerous
failures by administrators at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High that may
have contributed to the 2018 shooting, but the Broward School District
rejected the findings and cleared the employees. A committee of district
administrators decided May 7 there was no just cause to discipline Ty
Thompson, who was principal of the Parkland school at the time of the
shooting or Assistant Principal Denise Reed. Both were reassigned
from the school last year. The committee’s decisions were in stark
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contrast to the findings made by lawyer Jennifer Ruiz in investigations.


“Pensacola Habitat for Humanity CEO Tim Evans departs without
fanfare or explanation” via Kevin Robinson of the Pensacola News
Journal — Evans is no longer with the organization, the nonprofit
confirmed this week. Evans joined the organization in 2011. Under his
leadership, the Habitat affiliate has built over 600 homes, launched
programs to improve local neighborhoods and created an annual
summit to discuss issues such as affordable housing and community
compassion and diversity. Evans drew a great deal of criticism in 2015
after Habitat sold a bundle of 57 properties to an Alabama developer at
a fraction of their worth. Ten of the properties, chosen at random, were
valued at more than $480,000.


“Florida medical marijuana sales boomed last week” via AG
Gancarski of Florida Politics — The week ending May 28 was a strong
week for Florida’s medical marijuana sector in general, with gains
overall and in smokable flower. Florida’s Office of Medical Marijuana
Use reported Friday that systemwide, 112,801,332 milligrams of THC
moved, up from 107,823,503 milligrams the week prior. In terms of both
overall sales and that of smokable flower, Trulieve had well over 50% of
the market. The company, which has 50 storefronts in the state and the
most aggressive marketing team of all, moved 60,456,214 milligrams
and 19,440.396 ounces of flower.


“Uber to debut ‘hourly’ service in Miami, Orlando, Tampa” via Jacob
Ogles of Florida Politics — The ride-share giant announced its “Hourly”
service, which will become available by June 2 to all riders in 12 U.S.
cities, including Miami, Orlando and Tampa. Niraj Patel, Uber’s director
of Rider Operations, said: “Hourly fits around your schedule flexibly for
those moments if and when you prefer extra time and added peace of
mind.” The service serves as an alternative to booking a sequence of
one-way trips with different drivers over a brief period. Time can be
scheduled in blocks in advance. Uber executives say this should offer a
more guaranteed income to drivers themselves, who now can lock in
time upfront rather than waiting for spontaneous alerts during periods
when they make themselves available.



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdhhyul-edrdjlhjd-qy/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdhhyul-edrdjlhjd-qy/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdhhyul-edrdjlhjd-qj/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdhhyul-edrdjlhjd-qt/





  


“The cracks in Trump’s GOP shield” via David Nather of Axios —
Trump’s mockery of coronavirus masks, his false claims about the
dangers of voting by mail and his insinuations that a cable TV nemesis
was involved in a murder are testing more high-profile Republicans'
willingness to look the other way. Republicans learned a long time ago
how dangerous it is to alienate Trump’s base, which is why any hint of
disagreement, even a whisper, is so remarkable when it happens.
Trump’s tweets prompted House Republican Conference Chair Liz
Cheney to call on Trump to lay off.


“Joe Biden eyes gradual return to the campaign trail” via Jennifer
Epstein of Bloomberg — Biden’s emergence from his house on
Memorial Day was a test run for his return to the traditional
campaigning that he thrives on, minus the handshakes, hugs and
backslapping, as virus lockdowns ease around the country. Biden has
stayed at home for more than two months. The timing of his basement
exit would be propitious for Biden as Trump’s reelection effort continues


2020
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to reel from the shaky coronavirus response and a souring economy
with more than 40 million people unemployed. On the increasingly
politicized issue of wearing protective gear, Biden has made a pointed
contrast with Trump.


Joe Biden is looking to return to the campaign trail. Image via Bloomberg.


“Trump said not a word to soothe a smoldering country. It’s time
for Biden to step up.” via Karen Tumulty of The Associated Press —
Minneapolis was still smoldering when Trump stepped into the Rose
Garden for a hastily arranged event that the White House had advised
would be a “news conference.” But the leader of a nation on edge did
not take any questions from the assembled journalists about that
tormented city, or the horrifying killing of an unarmed black man by a
police officer that fueled the rage. Trump was declaring, essentially that
his tweets said everything he had to say about the death of George
Floyd and its aftermath.


“In Floyd killing, Biden seeks to project empathy as activists and
party leaders demand details” via Sean Sullivan, Jenna Johnson and
Colby Itkowitz of The Washington Post — Biden took a deep, audible
breath and in a somber voice revealed that he had just spoken with the
family of Floyd. “The original sin of this country still stains our nation
today,” said Biden, who had refashioned his website with one word at
the top: “Enough.” During “weeks like this,” he said, “we see it plainly
that we’re a country with an open wound.” The address was long on
solidarity and short on details, encapsulating the presumptive
Democratic nominee’s strategy for defeating Trump, presenting himself
as the calm, empathetic alternative to the incumbent.


“Minneapolis unrest shakes up VP shortlist” via Marc Caputo and
Natasha Korecki of POLITICO — Law enforcement credentials once
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offered an appealing and protective sheen to a handful of the top
prospects in contention to be Biden’s running mate. But three of those
candidates, Sen. Kamala Harris, Rep. Val Demings and, most
notably, Sen. Amy Klobuchar, now find their records under new
scrutiny in a presidential race transformed in the wake of national
outrage surrounding Monday‘s death of Floyd. As a Minneapolis-area
prosecutor from 1996 to 2006, Klobuchar had already earned the
antipathy of social-justice activists for her tough-on-crime record.
Progressives are pushing a “Kamala is a cop” narrative. Demings,
Orlando’s first female police chief, oversaw a department that has had a
history of criticism for using excessive force.


“NAACP calls out Chambers for favoring Trump” via Tom
McLaughlin of the NWF Daily News — The Okaloosa County Branch of
the NAACP has called out School Superintendent Marcus Chambers
over Chambers’ endorsement of Trump. Branch President Lewis
Jennings said in a statement that Chambers’ endorsement and
criticism of remarks made by presumptive Democratic presidential
nominee Joe Biden smacked of hypocrisy. “What angers the NAACP
the most is not the superintendent’s support of the president; rather it is
his misguided rationale for doing so,” Jennings said in the statement.
Chambers also stood by his dislike of Biden’s comments on “The
Breakfast Club.”


The NAACP is blasting Okaloosa County School District Superintendent Marcus
Chambers for supporting Donald Trump.


“Black Americans have a message for Democrats: Not being
Trump is not enough” via Astead Herndon of The New York Times —
In an on-camera address after a week of destructive protests, former
Vice President Joe Biden pleaded with his audience to imagine life for
black people in America. Imagine, he said, “if every time your husband
or son, wife or daughter left the house, you feared for their safety.”
Imagine the police called on you for sitting in Starbucks. The
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coronavirus pandemic has continued to disproportionately kill black
people, and a spate of high profile killings in recent months in Georgia,
Kentucky, and Minnesota, the latter two at the hands of the police, led
to widespread demonstrations nationwide.


“Lessons from Bush v. Gore from two former Florida Supreme
Court Justices” via Barbara J. Pariente and Peggy A. Quince for the
Tallahassee Democrat — The Florida Supreme Court became the
epicenter of the 2000 presidential election between George W. Bush
and Al Gore. Despite our best efforts at the time, not every vote cast in
Florida was counted. When the United States Supreme Court issued its
order stopping the recount the Florida Supreme Court had ordered, only
537 votes out of the 5.9 million votes cast separated the candidates.
Our court’s first opinion in the Bush v. Gore litigation emphasized this
point: “The right to vote is the right to participate,” we said, but more
than that, “it is also the right to speak” and “most importantly the right to
be heard.”


  


“Maybe Tom Lee didn’t make friends, but he made a difference” via
Joe Henderson of Florida Politics — Tallahassee is about to lose one of
its most enigmatic and complicated characters. Lee submitted his
resignation from the Florida Senate, effective Nov. 3. Although Lee
didn’t immediately confirm the reason, there is wide speculation he will
enter the suddenly crowded field to succeed the retiring Pat Frank as
the Hillsborough County Clerk of the Circuit Court. Lee brought a lot of
things to the game that the Legislature needs and will miss. Start with
the fact Lee didn’t always play the “go along to get along” game, even
with members of his Republican Party. He was a maverick if he
believed the situation called for it.


Tom Lee may not have made a lot of friends, but he certainly got the job done.
Image via Colin Hackley.


"Full slate of Democrats expected to run for Florida Senate,
House" via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Democrats submitted
candidates in a handful of still uncontested legislative races. Rachel
Brown confirmed from a Black Lives Matter protest in Fort Myers she
submitted paperwork to challenge Republican Ray Rodrigues for


More from the trail
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Senate District 27. Additionally, Democrat Angela Hoover said she
filed to challenge Rep. Jayer Williamson in House District 3, Annie
Huff confirmed she’s in against Rep. Brad Drake in House District 5,
and Dushyant Gosai plans to battle Rep. Ralph Massullo in House
District 34. By the end of the day, party activists expect a full roster of
Democratic House and Senate candidates. That’s something unseen in
Florida in more than a quarter-century.


  


“We are a nation furious at injustice.” via Joe Biden for Medium —
These last few days have laid bare that we are a nation furious at
injustice. Every person of conscience can understand the rawness of
the trauma people of color experience in this country, from the daily
indignities to the extreme violence, like the horrific killing of George
Floyd. Protesting such brutality is right and necessary. The act of
protesting should never be allowed to overshadow the reason we
protest. We are a nation in pain, but we must not allow this pain to
destroy us. We are a nation exhausted, but we will not allow our
exhaustion to defeat us.


Top opinion


  


“If we had a real leader” via David Brooks of The New York Times — If
we had a real leader, he would have realized that tragedies like
100,000 COVID-19 deaths touch something deeper than politics: They
touch our shared vulnerability and our profound and natural sympathy
for one another. In such moments, a real leader steps outside of his
political role and reveals himself uncloaked and humbled, as someone
who can draw on his own pains and simply be present with others as
one sufferer among a common sea of sufferers. Trump’s problem is not


Opinions
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only that he’s emotionally damaged; it is that he is unlettered. He has
no literary, spiritual, or historical resources to draw upon in a crisis.


“There seems to be nothing our black sons and daughters can do
to remain alive” via Donna F. Edwards for The Washington Post —
Floyd is the latest in a too-long list of black men and women who have
died at the hands of white police officers. Ahmaud Arbery was jogging
when neighborhood vigilantes chased him down, shot and killed him.
Christian Cooper was bird-watching in New York’s Central Park when
a white woman walking her dog tried to weaponize 911 to bring law
enforcement to bear on a black person. There can be no column long
enough for all the names, over hundreds of years of enslavement and
decades of Jim Crow, of the victims of the violence perpetrated under
the color of law against black people in America.


“Florida’s democracy operates in the dark. DeSantis wants it that
way.” via Nikki Fried for the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Florida is
one of the nation’s most unique states, for a wide variety of reasons.
One of those is how we’re governed. We’re the only state with a
Cabinet that constitutionally governs together over numerous state
agencies. Time after time, we’ve seen the Governor’s office and his
agencies refuse to answer questions or release cases, data and other
public information until forced to by the media or public pressure. Were
it just one incident, it might be understandable. But it’s been one issue
after another on which this Governor has lacked transparency.


“Why kids should go straight back to school” via Andreas Kluth of
Yahoo Finance — Policymakers all over the world must now weigh the
different risks and come to a decision. The right one is to get the kids
back into their classrooms. And not just partially, as schools are doing
in Berlin, where children rotate in and out of their physical classes in a
complex and staggered pattern for specified hours or days, depending
on their grade. Ask parents or children, or at least those who have
access to online learning, and most will say that this stop-go education
is more stressful and less effective than schooling was during the total
lockdown.


“Immunity for negligent businesses during COVID crisis is a bad
and dangerous idea” via Scott Maxwell of the Orlando Sentinel —
Politicians in Florida are talking about giving businesses a pass on that
responsibility with “immunity” measures to protect businesses from
lawsuits. They want to deny you the chance to hold a business
accountable for its actions. The business lobby has been salivating over
immunity long before this coronavirus came along. The pandemic is just
a convenient cover. Try to use the fear and anxiety over a virus that
killed 100,000 Americans and crippled the economy to pass laws
lobbyists have been craving for decades. It’s an attempt to chip away at
your constitutional right to access the one branch of government
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(judicial) that often keeps check on the other two.


“Falling for the DNC trap” via Douglass Bacon for the NWF Daily
News — Everything was going along just fine for the Democrat power
brokers. With a large field of presidential nominee aspirants, none
would be able to command the necessary votes on the convention floor
to win the nomination at the first go-round. Smelling blood, the
Republicans fell for this trap like a ton of bricks. Rather than discretely
ignoring Joe’s weaknesses, they now talk about them incessantly
through the media and in the halls of our Congress. If they want the
Democrats to nominate a terrible and absolutely beatable candidate,
they should soft-pedal criticism now, wait until he is nominated and then
go full throttle.


“Barbara Pariente, Peggy Quince: Why every vote counts and
every vote must be counted” via Florida Politics — Twenty years ago
this November, we were two of the seven Florida Supreme Court
justices who decided a series of cases arising from Bush v. Gore. In
this role, we witnessed firsthand how essential it is to protect the right of
all citizens to have their votes counted. But despite our best efforts at
the time, the fact remains that not every vote cast in Florida was
counted. As we approach the 20th anniversary, we are reminded of its
important lessons that, in our democracy, every vote should count, and
every vote must be counted. One important step to guaranteeing that
every citizen can exercise the right to vote is easy access to vote-by-
mail.


“There’s a new virus of judicial activism rampant in Florida’s
Supreme Court” via Frank Cerabino of The Palm Beach Post — This
new Florida Supreme Court, the one that is packed with Federalist
Society members who mouth paeans to “judicial restraint,” decided this
month that the four-year-old opinion from their own court no longer
applies. In a nutshell, the new court decided that If you got sentenced to
die in Florida by a standard that later has been found to violate the
Eighth Amendment’s guarantee against cruel and unusual punishment,
too bad. You can’t get a do-over. And to make things worse, the Florida
Supreme Court made this monumental ruling to sidestep the U.S.
Supreme Court while only five of the seven members on the Florida
court were seated.
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After a weekend of violence during protests against police brutality,
Gov. DeSantis has called out the National Guard: 150 Guardsmen were
sent to Miramar, 100 to Tampa and 150 to Camp Blanding, the Guard’s
headquarters.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— There were disturbances across the state: Miami, Tampa, St. Pete,
Jacksonville, Fort Lauderdale, West Palm Beach, Orlando and even
Tallahassee.


— As more than 200 people marched peacefully through the capital
city, the driver of a red pickup truck decided to drive through. The truck
hit several marchers, but none appear to have any serious injuries.
Police immediately surrounded the truck and whisked the driver off to
jail. Tallahassee Mayor John Daily issued a statement that concluded
with: “The peaceful protesters have my unwavering support and I


Today's Sunrise
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unequivocally condemn any violence toward protesters.”


— Welcome to Day One of the Atlantic Hurricane Season. If it seems a
bit belated, that’s because there were already two named storms. Also,
the state sales tax holiday for disaster supplies is now underway. It
lasts until Thursday, so now is the time to stock up for storms.


— Remember a time when they advised everyone in Florida to have a
three-day supply of food, water and meds during hurricane season?
The new recommendations a weeks’ worth, because the COVID-19
pandemic disrupted the supply chain.


— Speaking of coronavirus, DeSantis says they’re taking COVID-19
tests to the public. Home Depot and Publix are setting up micro-testing
sites in parking lots starting in South Florida. But the focus remains on
adult-living facilities which are the most dangerous places to live during
the pandemic. Almost half the fatalities in Florida were residents or
staffers of long-term care.


— We may learn if Trump is moving the Republican National
Convention out of North Carolina because he doesn’t like their social
distancing requirements. DeSantis wants the convention in Florida.


— Checking in with Florida Man and Florida Woman: one tried to steal
a house with a piece of paper. The other tried to ship cellphones to ISIS
for making pressure bomb detonators. It did not end well for either.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“‘The Highwaymen’ movie prepares for production in Florida” via
Kathleen Christiansen of the Orlando Sentinel — A new movie called
“The Highwaymen” will be one of the first Florida-based films to begin
production once the COVID-19 ban is lifted. The film tells the true story
of how a group of 25 young African American men and one African
American woman overcame discrimination in segregated 1960s Florida
by teaching themselves how to paint and creating more than 200,000
paintings that would later be identified as the “last great art movement
of the 20th century.” Produced by Orlando-based motion picture
production company Stars North, the movie is directed by award-
winning director Todd Thompson with the screenplay written by South
Florida natives Lucien Christian Adderley and Richard ‘Byrd’
Wilson.


Aloe
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Once the COVID-19 ban is lifted, a movie celebrating the African American art
movement of The Highwaymen will begin filming.


“FAMU journalism major chosen for NBC's 'Meet the Press:
College Roundtable'” via Byron Dobson of the Tallahassee Democrat
— Aiyana Ishmael, a rising senior broadcast journalism major in the
School of Journalism & Graphic Communication at Florida A&M, is one
of three college journalists featured Friday on NBC’s debut of “Meet the
Press: College Roundtable.” The five-part series brings together college
journalism students from across the country for a weekly, virtual panel
discussion on issues of importance to them, their communities and the
future of their education and features national newsmakers. It is
moderated by Chuck Todd, NBC News political director and moderator
of “Meet the Press.”


“Power Five leagues ask Congress for athlete compensation law”
via Ralph D. Russo of The Associated Press — The Power Five
conference commissioners are asking Congress to move forward with
federal legislation regarding compensation for college athletes. The
commissioners of the Atlantic Coast Conference, Big Ten, Big 12, Pac-
12 and Southeastern Conference sent a letter dated May 23 to
congressional leaders. They encouraged federal lawmakers to not wait
for the NCAA process to play out before passing a national law that
would set parameters for college athletes to be compensated for use of
their names, images and likenesses. Last month, the NCAA signed off
on recommendations that would make it permissible for college athletes
to make money for personal endorsements, appearances and
sponsorship deals.


  Happy birthday
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Happy birthday to Tallahassee Democrat's Jeff Burlew and Florida
Department of Veterans' Affairs Executive Director Danny Burgess.
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: DL CHD16 COVID19 Leadership
Subject: Fwd: RNC IAP 7.18 - 7.24
Date: Sunday, July 19, 2020 11:58:55 AM
Attachments: IAP - 2020 RNC - 07.18.2020 - 07.24.2020.pdf


Pauline J. Rolle, MD, MPH, CPH
Interim Health Officer
Medical Executive Director
DOH-Duval


Get Outlook for Android


From: McManus, Richard <RMcManus@coj.net>
Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2020 11:33:25 AM
To: McManus, Richard <RMcManus@coj.net>
Subject: RNC IAP 7.18 - 7.24
 
All,
 
Please see the attached IAP for the RNC operational period of 7.18 through 7.24
 
Thank you,
 
 
Captain R. Stephen McManus
City of Jacksonville Emergency Preparedness
rmcmanus@coj.net
904-463-1747
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From: Alexander Nazaryan
To: Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: RNC in JAX: Media Request
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 11:10:23 AM


Dear Dr. Rolle,


Working on Yahoo News story on Republican National Convention.


Do you think it's safe to hold it in Jacksonville? 


I ask because you've got rising covid cases.


Looking for on record comment. Writing for today. Thanks.


-- 
Alexander Nazaryan
National Correspondent, Yahoo News
o:  202.624.9322
m: 718.612.3356



mailto:alexander.nazaryan@verizonmedia.com

mailto:Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov

https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2020/06/27/florida-duval-county-again-set-single-day-records-for-new-coronavirus-cases/






From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.19.20 — Burnin’ today: Juneteenth, Tulsa, Biden,


Brooks, DeSantis, RNC, Curry
Date: Friday, June 19, 2020 7:40:12 AM


In March, Florida boasted the 17th largest economy in the world. Then
the coronavirus pandemic hit, pulverizing workers, businesses, and
even tax revenues.


But Floridians are starting to see a light at the end of the tunnel.


A new survey conducted by the Florida Chamber of Commerce found
56% of Floridians are optimistic the state economy will be on the
rebound in six months. Only a quarter believe otherwise, with the
balance split between no change and unsure.


“A majority of Floridians are nothing but optimistic when it comes to
Florida’s economic recovery, and as the old saying goes, expectations
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tend to breed results. These are the right sentiments Florida needs as
we unify the business community to relaunch and re-imagine Florida’s
economy,” Florida Chamber EVP David Hart said.


David Hart of the Florida Chamber sees light at the end of the economic tunnel.


The hopefulness doesn’t mean Floridians are content right now,
however. Respondents were split on whether the state was headed in
the right direction — 44% said yes and 42% said no.


Nearly seven in 10 Republicans said Florida was on the right track, a
sentiment that held pat in some of the more reliably red areas of the
state. In Southwest Florida, for instance, the split was 62%-21%.


Responses were the inverse among Democrats, who said the state was
headed in the wrong direction by a 63%-22% margin. Independents
were also unimpressed, with 49% saying the state was on the wrong
track compared to 38% who felt the opposite.


The Florida Chamber poll was conducted June 6-15 by Cherry
Communications. It has a margin of error of plus or minus 4 percentage
points. The sample included 248 Democrats, 243 Republicans and 120
others for 611 respondents statewide.


  


Belmont Stakes rescheduled — 1; Father’s Day — 2; Apple to hold
Developer Conference — 3; NBA training camp — 11; “The Outpost”
with Orlando Bloom and Scott Eastwood premieres — 14; NBA
teams travel to Orlando — 18; Major League Soccer will return to action
— 19; Disney World Magic Kingdom & Animal Kingdom to reopen —


Days until



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhthtll-edrdjlhjd-t/





22; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios to reopen — 26;
Federal taxes due — 26; “Mulan” premieres — 35; TED conference
rescheduled — 36; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet” premieres — 42; NBA
season restart in Orlando — 42; Democratic National Convention in
Milwaukee begins — 59; Florida primaries for 2020 state
legislative/congressional races — 60; NBA draft lottery — 65; Indy 500
rescheduled — 65; Republican National Convention begins in Charlotte
— 67; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 70; U.S. Open begins — 73;
“A Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 77; Rescheduled running of the
Kentucky Derby — 78; Rescheduled date for French Open — 100; First
presidential debate in Indiana — 105; "Wonder Woman" premieres —
105; Preakness Stakes rescheduled — 106; First vice presidential
debate at the University of Utah — 113; NBA season ends (last
possible date) — 115; Second presidential debate scheduled at the
University of Michigan — 118; NBA draft — 118; Wes Anderson’s “The
French Dispatch” premieres — 119; NBA free agency — 121; Third
presidential debate at Belmont — 127; 2020 General Election — 137;
“Black Widow” premieres — 141; NBA 2020-21 training camp — 144;
Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 151; “No Time to Die” premieres
— 158; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 165; “Top Gun: Maverick”
premieres — 207; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 233; New start date for
2021 Olympics — 399; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 408; “Spider-Man
Far From Home” sequel premieres — 504; “Thor: Love and Thunder”
premieres — 602; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness”
premieres — 644; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 686; “Spider-Man:
Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 840.







  


“Juneteenth: A day of joy and pain — and now national action” via
Aaron Morrison and Kat Stafford of The Associated Press — In 2020,
as the coronavirus ravishes black America disproportionately, as
economic uncertainty wrought by the pandemic strains black
pocketbooks, and as police brutality continues to devastate black
families, Juneteenth is a day of protest. Red velvet cake, barbecued
ribs, and fruit punch are optional. For many white Americans, recent
protests over police brutality have driven their awareness of
Juneteenth’s significance. Friday’s celebrations will be marked from
coast to coast with marches and demonstrations of civil disobedience,
along with expressions of black joy in spite of an especially traumatic
time for the nation.


America smoldering
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Juneteenth 2020 will be a day of protest in many places. Image via AP.


“Juneteenth protests, celebrations planned in major cities” via Eliza
Collins of The Wall Street Journal — Protesters plan to mark
Juneteenth, a holiday that marks the end of slavery, with
demonstrations against racism and police brutality planned in cities
across the country. Event organizers in New York City, Atlanta,
Washington, D.C., and Tulsa, Okla., are planning for thousands to
come out for marches and celebrations on Friday, June 19. On June
19, 1865, Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger of the Union Army arrived in
Galveston, Texas, and announced that the war was over and all
enslaved people were free. That date has been celebrated since at
least the late 1800s. Even as protests are planned, some usual events
celebrating the day have been canceled due to the coronavirus
pandemic, such as an annual parade in Houston, which is near
Galveston.


Assignment editors — MSNBC.com will livestream the “Faith for
Black Lives JusticeCon” social justice conference featuring former Vice
President Joe Biden, Sens. Chuck Schumer, Cory Booker, Kamala
Harris and Elizabeth Warren, Rep. Val Demings, Rev. Al Sharpton,
Color of Change President Rashad Robinson and more, event begins
9 a.m. Eastern time.


“The budget strain of the George Floyd protests” via Stef W. Knight
of Axios — Cities and states have spent millions of dollars on police
overtime over the past few weeks during the Black Lives Matter
protests. Government budgets already were under severe strain from
coronavirus shutdowns, due to steep tax revenue declines, and these
extra expenses could make it even more difficult to meet obligations.
The Dallas Police Department says it spent $1.5 million in extra staff
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and equipment costs during the first three days of BLM protests. At the
state level, the California Highway Patrol spent more than $38 million
on its response to the protest in addition to the $25 million Gov. Gavin
Newsom's administration reportedly spent to deploy National Guard
troops.


“'She has found her voice': Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms
steps into national spotlight amid policing debate” via Maureen
Groppe and Ledyard King of the USA Today — Bottoms knows what
it’s like to have the police come to your home, tear everything apart,
including your box of toys, and watch your father taken away, hands
cuffed behind his back. That traumatic experience, friends say, helps
explain how she makes tough decisions as a mayor to address unrest
over police violence and discuss the issues in an empathetic way that
has resonated across the country. After Floyd's death, Bottoms
unflinchingly called out looters and rioters in a powerful speech that
garnered national attention and was followed by the dismissal of local
officers who arrested and tased two college protesters.


“People are still fighting to keep Confederate statues standing. The
question they are raising is a distraction from the one we should
be asking.” via Theresa Vargas of The Washington Post — We can
pretend that the debate over Confederate symbols is about preserving
or erasing history, but really, it’s about our values. It’s about whether we
care more about statues standing than people falling. Because we
know, through statistics, video evidence and story after story, that the
people who are most hurt by those symbols of hatred are falling at
disproportionate rates across the country. The removal of these statues
is not about history, it’s about futures. Protesters are tearing them down
across the country because they are fed up. They are tired of debating
and discussing and waiting for people to show they are more invested
in removing chains than honoring those figures who fought to keep
others in them.


“Officer charged with murder for shooting Rayshard Brooks” via
Kate Brumback of The Associated Press — Prosecutors brought
murder charges against the white Atlanta police officer who shot
Brooks in the back, saying that Brooks was not a deadly threat and
that the officer kicked the wounded black man and offered no medical
treatment for over two minutes as he lay dying on the ground. Brooks
was holding a stun gun he had snatched from officers, and he fired it at
them during the clash, but he was running away at the time and was 18
feet, 3 inches from Officer Garrett Rolfe when Rolfe started shooting,
District Attorney Paul Howard said in announcing the charges. Stun
guns have a range of around 15 feet. The felony murder charge against
Rolfe carries life in prison or the death penalty, if prosecutors decide to
seek it. He was also charged with 10 other offenses punishable by
decades behind bars.
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Officer Garrett Rolfe, left and Officer Devin Brosnan. Rolfe, who fatally shot
Rayshard Brooks in the back after the fleeing man pointed a stun gun in his


direction, was charged with felony murder and 10 other charges. Image via AP.


“Atlanta police call out sick to protest charges in shooting” via Kate
Brumback of The Associated Press — Atlanta police officers called out
sick Thursday to protest the filing of murder charges against an officer
who shot a man in the back, while the interim chief acknowledged
members of the force feel abandoned amid protests demanding
massive changes to policing. Interim Chief Rodney Bryant said that
the sick calls began Wednesday night and continued Thursday, but said
the department has sufficient staff to protect the city. It’s not clear how
many officers have called out. “Some are angry. Some are fearful.
Some are confused on what we do in this space. Some may feel
abandoned,” Bryant said of the officers. “But we are there to assure
them that we will continue to move forward and get through this.”


“As Donald Trump warns of leftist violence, a dangerous threat
emerges from the right-wing boogaloo movement” via Craig
Timberg of The Washington Post — A far-right extremist movement
born on social media and fueled by anti-government rhetoric has
emerged as a real-world threat in recent weeks, with federal authorities
accusing some of its adherents of working to spark violence at largely
peaceful protests roiling the nation. Federal prosecutors have charged
various supporters of a right-wing movement called the “boogaloo bois,”
with crimes related to plotting to firebomb a U.S. Forest Service facility,
preparing to use explosives at a peaceful demonstration and killing a
security officer at a federal courthouse. Boogaloo is more of a violent
anti-government ideology than a formal movement, say those who
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study extremist groups.


“His father defied the President. Will Roger Goodell follow?” via
Andrew Beaton of The Wall Street Journal — Charles Goodell’s
reelection campaign would become transformative for that freckled boy.
Roger watched up close as his father and role model, a Republican
Senator, was ousted because he placed his moral convictions ahead of
his political ones. Charles bucked his party and came out against the
Vietnam War. For 50 years, that moment has hung over the NFL
commissioner, who for so long had never been willing to risk his job in
that same way. Roger has now changed his approach, backing NFL
players’ right to protest.


“Racism is rampant on Reddit, and its editors are in open revolt”
via Eric Newcomer of Bloomberg — The volunteer moderators of
Reddit Inc.’s r/blackladies community, an online message board that
currently has over 40,000 members, wrote an open letter outlining their
frustrations with the popular website in August 2014. They had pitched
their message board, known as a subreddit, as a safe space for Black
women, but were being deluged with hateful comments and links to
racist content from anonymous accounts. “They are relentless, coming
in barrages,” the moderators wrote. “We have a racist user problem and
Reddit won’t take action.” Reddit has faced several potential inflection
points in its approach to racism but has never undertaken a full enough
reckoning to satisfy its critics.
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Wait, what? — “She complained about Fla. prison boss’
‘degrading’ Black History Month talk — and got fired” via Samantha
J. Gross of the Miami Herald — At a Black History Month Luncheon in
February, Department of Corrections Secretary Mark Inch spoke to a
largely Black audience, describing how he fought and distrusted Black
people growing up, and noting that Americans should celebrate
“Scottish Heritage Month” in addition to Black history. Tiffany Gray, a
former FDC human resources employee who was at the luncheon, filed
an internal complaint about Inch’s remarks. Just over a month later, she
was fired.


Florida reax
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Florida DOC head Mark Inch made some insensitive racial comments; the
employee who complained was later fired.


“Alcee Hastings, Debbie Wasserman Schultz push for funding to
improve community-police relations” via Ryan Nicol of Florida
Politics — Hastings and Wasserman Schultz are introducing
legislation aimed at funding local organizations that help foster
improved relations between police and nearby communities. The
legislation is called the Police Accountability and Community
Engagement (PACE) Act. The PACE Act would put money toward
“nonprofits, institutions of higher education, community groups, and
faith-based organizations, to facilitate organized dialogues that bring
together community members and police officers for discussions
designed to build trust, increase accountability and reduce tension in
police/community relationships.” Under the PACE Act, grants would
also target youth outreach programs between police and individuals
age 13 to 18.


Assignment editors — Rep. Charlie Crist will commemorate
Juneteenth with visits to Black-owned small businesses in the St.
Petersburg area: 9 a.m., Carter G. Woodson African American
Museum, 2240 9th Ave. S, St. Petersburg; 9:30 a.m., Daystar Life
Center, 1055 28th St S, St. Petersburg; 10:15 a.m., Right Turn Realty,
1127 22nd St S, St. Petersburg; 11 a.m., Presbyterian Towers, 430 Bay
St NE, St. Petersburg; 11:30 a.m., Exquisite Touch Salon, 1614 Central
Avenue, St. Petersburg; 12:30 p.m.: Black Lives Matter Business Expo,
2810 34th St S, St. Petersburg.


“Kionne McGhee calls on Ron DeSantis to issue Juneteenth
proclamation” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — McGhee is calling
on DeSantis to issue a proclamation commemorating Friday’s
Juneteenth celebration. “Juneteenth is a commemoration of June 19,
1865, when the Union Soldiers read the Emancipation Proclamation in
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Galveston, Texas,” McGhee wrote in his Thursday letter. “The Governor
may issue annually a proclamation designating June 19 as Juneteenth
Day and calling on public officials, schools, private organizations, and
all citizens to honor the historic significance of the day,” the relevant law
reads. McGhee, however, is also pushing the Governor to support
legislation that would make Juneteenth a public holiday. The
Governor’s proclamation alone wouldn’t make the celebration a full
holiday.


“Fentrice Driskell to close office in observance of Juneteenth, calls
for confederate holiday repeals” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida
Politics — Rep. Driskell is closing her office Friday in recognition of
Juneteenth, a holiday celebrating the emancipation of slaves in the U.S.
on June 19, 1865. This year is the 155th anniversary of federal troops
arriving in Galveston, Texas to inform enslaved African Americans they
were now free. Though the announcement came more than two years
after President Abraham Lincoln signed the emancipation
proclamation, slaves in Galveston were the last to learn of their new
freedom, marking the unofficial end of slavery in the United States.


Assignment editors — Sen. Randolph Bracy and Reps. Bruce
Antone and Geraldine Thompson will host a “Juneteenth Rally for
Justice,” 10 a.m., Bill Breeze Park, 125 N Lakeshore Dr., Ocoee.


“Juneteenth celebrations around Tallahassee” via Karl Etters of the
Tallahassee Democrat — To celebrate Juneteenth on Friday, the day
when word of the Emancipation Proclamation ending slavery in the U.S.
made its way to the Deep South, several events are being held in
Tallahassee. The Cascades for Freedom Festival will be held noon to 4
p.m. A Juneteenth celebration hosted by Halisi Africa Obsession and
Gifts and Knotz and Mane will be held 1-10 p.m. in Railroad Square.


—“'We have something to celebrate': Pensacola Juneteenth
celebration in Brent aims to educate” via Jake Newby of the
Pensacola News Journal


“Misinformation overwhelms Miami-Dade school district ahead of
vote on anti-racism lessons” via Colleen Wright of the Miami Herald
— The Miami-Dade County School Board was the target of a viral
misinformation campaign that tried to stoke fears of a board member’s
proposal to explore an anti-racism curriculum in the public schools.
School Board members said they received hundreds of calls and written
comments filled with falsehoods, with many echoing the same
misinformation on social media and radio waves. Board members
ultimately voted to approve the proposal 8-1. Social media posts
referenced by school Board members were full of untruths and
boogeymen. They said the board wanted to incorporate a class called
“Institutional Racism” based on the principles of Black Lives Matter.
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“St. Pete tattoo parlor offers to cover up hate and racist symbols
for free” via Catherine Hawley of Fox 13 — A St. Petersburg tattoo
shop wants to help people move past hate by offering cover-ups on
racist ink — for free. Most people spend a lot of time choosing their first
tattoo. After all, it is permanent. “It’s the one thing that stays with your
forever,” said Fredo, the owner of Fredo Ink & Co. A Tampa man was
their first client. John Dingler was once in prison. While there, he got a
white power patch tattooed on his head. Dingler says he is proud of his
American heritage, but the hateful ink on his body sends the wrong
message, especially to his mixed-race son.


“Pensacola mayor makes case for renaming Lee Square to parks
board: 'It's not controversial'” via Annie Blanks of the Pensacola
News Journal — The city of Pensacola's Parks and Recreation Board
unanimously supported Mayor Grover Robinson's request to change
the name of Lee Square back to Florida Square, paving the way for the
City Council to discuss renaming the square at the same time they will
discuss removing the Confederate monument that anchors it. Last
week, Robinson said "now is not the right time" to discuss removing the
monument, but later walked back that statement and announced he
was pushing to rename Lee Square and said the City Council should
decide at its July 16 meeting whether to remove the monument.


“St. John's Cemetery offers to take Confederate monument from
downtown Pensacola” via Annie Blanks of the Pensacola News
Journal — The historic St. John's Cemetery in downtown Pensacola is
offering to take the Confederate monument from Lee Square if the City
Council decides to remove it from its current location. The cemetery
made the offer in a letter sent to the mayor and City Council. The letter
proposes moving the statue near the first roundabout in the cemetery,
near the graves of other Confederate soldiers. "St. John's Cemetery
has the highest number of Confederate soldiers and the most
Confederate generals buried in a public cemetery in Florida," wrote Eric
Stevenson, the president of St. John's Cemetery. Stevenson added
that the cemetery is proposing the city continue owning and maintaining
the monument if it is relocated to cemetery grounds.


“UF drops Gator Bait cheer over ‘horrific historic racist imagery’”
via Graham Hall of the Gainesville Sun — The University of Florida will
no longer use the “Gator Bait” cheer at sporting events, President Kent
Fuchs announced Thursday, citing the racist imagery associated with
the phrase as the primary reason behind the decision. “While I know of
no evidence of racism associated with our ‘Gator Bait’ cheer at UF
sporting events, there is horrific historic racist imagery associated with
the phrase,” Fuchs wrote in a UF statement titled “Another Step Toward
Positive Change Against Racism … Accordingly, University Athletics
and the Gator Band will discontinue the use of the cheer.” The cheer
typically follows a brief intro from the UF band, followed by fans using
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their arms to “chomp” twice, followed by a “Gator Bait” cheer.


UF drops the 'Gator Bait' cheer for its racial undertones. Image via AP.


“UCF professor behind tweets deemed racist says he is subject of
‘witch hunt'” via Annie Martin of the Orlando Sentinel — The UCF
professor whose Twitter posts prompted thousands of people to call for
his firing said Thursday he thinks the university, which has opened an
inquiry into student complaints of classroom misconduct, has already
sided against him and he is the subject of a “witch hunt.” The University
of Central Florida started an inquiry on June 4 after reports of “possible
discriminatory and other inappropriate behavior” by Charles Negy, who
gained national attention in early June after many students and alumni
called his tweets racist. “They’re actively soliciting complaints against
me because I’m a political inconvenience for them at the moment,”
Negy said.
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—@RealDonaldTrump: [John] Bolton’s book, which is getting terrible
reviews, is a compilation of lies and made up stories, all intended to
make me look bad. Many of the ridiculous statements he attributes to
me were never made, pure fiction. Just trying to get even for firing him
like the sick puppy he is!


—@JulianCastro: Today we found out the 2020 Republican nominee
for president supports ethnic cleansing by the Chinese government.


—@RealDonaldTrump: Port Tampa Bay in Florida will be awarded
$19.9 million from @USDOT to improve Hooker’s Point container
facility, adding much-needed capacity to keep commerce moving and
allowing the region to GROW!


—@RealDonaldTrump: Floridians will get $10M grant from @USDOT
for @MyFDOT’s I-4 to improve technology to provide travelers with
better information and important messages in real-time! Will make


Situational awareness
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getting BACK TO WORK easier. Great work @GovRonDeSantis!


—@MarcoRubio: Jobs destroyed, schools closed & graduations
canceled on the advice of experts who then suddenly decided the risks
of some large gatherings were acceptable. So from now on while their
input is still valued, they don’t get to decide what to cancel anymore


Tweet, tweet:


—@MarkPuente: Dr. Larry Feinman, chief medical officer for 18 HCA
hospitals in west Florida, implored commissioners to require people to
wear masks when they are inside of public spaces. Feinman said
people have a three times greater chance of dying from COVID-19 than
during open-heart surgery


—@AnthonySabatini: Currently drafting lawsuit against
@OrangeCoFL, @OCFLMayor


—@JimRosicaFL: Remember the protester arrested in April outside
the @GovRonDeSantis mansion after "trapping himself in concrete-
filled barrels?" He was charged with misdemeanor resisting an officer.
But that case was reduced to a traffic ticket for obstructing or hindering
traffic.
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—@BlairKamin: The National Trust for Historic Preservation just
announced a major change in its position regarding preservation of
Confederate Monuments in public spaces. It is ‘announcing today that it
believes the removal of Confederate monuments from public places is
justified.’


—@Watchmen: #Watchmen begins in Tulsa, 1921 and explores the
legacy of systemic racism in America. We’re proud to announce @HBO
will make all nine episodes available for free this weekend on
http://HBO.com and On Demand, and will air a marathon of the series
tomorrow at 1 PM ET.


  


“Florida shatters daily record with 3,207 new coronavirus cases”
via John Kennedy of the Sarasota Herald-Tribune — Florida added
another 3,207 coronavirus cases Thursday, shattering the previous
daily record as the state emerges as an alarming hot spot among
places grappling with a resurgence of the disease. Thursday’s record


Corona Florida
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topped the 2,783 cases reported just two days earlier by the Florida
Department of Health, which had been the third record-setting total in
less than a week. There now have been 85,926 coronavirus cases
reported in Florida since the outbreak began and 3,061 deaths. The
state reported 43 additional COVID-19 deaths Thursday. DeSantis said
after Tuesday’s record high that he had no plans to pull back on
reopening efforts that he launched in May and since expanded.


Shoppers wear protective face coverings as they walk past a vacant retail store
for lease at Lincoln Road Mall during the new coronavirus pandemic. Image via


AP.


“Feds reject plan to use nursing home fines to pay for testing” via
Mary Ellen Klas of the Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau — It seemed
like a logical and simple solution to meet the need for rapid COVID-19
testing of residents and staff at nursing homes: pay for the tests using
money collected from nursing home fines. The idea was to use millions
in unused funds to purchase rapid testing machines and test kits so that
every nursing home could frequently, and regularly, test residents and
staff, for COVID-19 infections. The money is collected from the industry
for violating federal rules on critical health care programs. Florida
nursing home regulators liked the idea so much that they asked the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid to approve using the money to do it.
But last week, without warning, the idea was rejected by officials in
Washington.


“Rene Plasencia urges mandatory masks in public” via Scott
Powers of Florida Politics — Expressing strong concerns about the new
surge in COVID-19 infections being identified in Florida, Plasencia is
urging that Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings mandate that
residents wear masks in public. In a letter sent to Demings, Plasencia
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expressed concerns about reports that, contrary to statements from
DeSantis, a fellow Republican, the rise in coronavirus infections cannot
be attributed merely to increased testing, or accepted as the cost of
doing business. Plasencia also pointed out that medical experts are
convinced that face masks reduce the exposure to the virus, “potentially
saving countless lives.”


“Never-ending error: Self-employed Floridians face yet another
hurdle to collect unemployment benefits” via Victoria Price of News
Channel 8 — Now we’ve learned of another glitch that is preventing
self-employed applicants from collecting unemployment, in the form of
an inexplicable error message. Because self-employed workers don’t
traditionally qualify for unemployment, the state created a special
“Pandemic Unemployment Assistance” application. The online
application crashes often and prevents people from being able to
upload documentation. The error message includes a phone number to
call for assistance. This is far from the only glitch that’s preventing
people from collecting unemployment.


“Hotel tax revenues plunge amid pandemic” via the News Service of
Florida — State and local tax revenues from hotels will drop an
estimated $1.3 billion this year in Florida because of the coronavirus-
driven reduction in travel, according to a study released by the
American Hotel & Lodging Association. The study, conducted by Oxford
Economics, projected that the hotel industry tax impact in Florida will be
among the largest in the nation, trailing a $1.9 billion impact in
California and matching a $1.3 billion impact in New York. “This year is
projected to be the worst year on record for hotel occupancy, and
experts estimate it will be at least 2022 before hotels return to their
2019 occupancy and revenue levels,” the association said in a news
release.


  


“Universities firm up plans for fall reopening” via the News Service
of Florida — Representatives of each of the 12 universities are slated to
go before the Board of Governors to present plans. The plans deal with
a wide range of issues designed to prevent the spread of the virus, with
classes offered in-person, online, or a combination of both. Florida
State University trustees approved a plan that calls for following social-
distancing guidelines and requiring face masks. Classroom capacities
will be limited to 25 to 50 percent of students, faculty, and assistants at
a time, and the university will use an 80-bed residence hall and other
smaller facilities to quarantine students who test positive for COVID-19,
the respiratory disease caused by the coronavirus, according to a
summary released by the universities.


“Florida State restart plan includes coronavirus testing, fewer


Reopen Florida
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students on campus” via Byron Dobson of the Tallahassee Democrat
— Florida State University’s planned restart for the fall includes on-
campus coronavirus testing for employees, reduced classroom sizes,
fewer students living on campus and a mix of in-person and online
classroom instruction. A heavy focus will be on testing, contact tracing
to get ahead of any trends within the campus community, and the
mandatory use of face coverings in public. Sally McRorie, provost and
executive vice president for academic affairs, said “there is not a fixed
list of courses that will be delivered remotely,” and that class schedules
will be completed before registration reopens in mid-July.


Increased testing is part of the reopening plan for FSU. Image via Tallahassee
Democrat.


“AMC Theatres unveils plans to reopen during coronavirus” via
Brent Lang of Variety — AMC is expected to resume operations in 450
locations on July 15 and expects to be almost fully operational by the
time that Disney’s “Mulan” debuts on July 24 and Warner Bros.’ “Tenet”
bows on July 31. AMC is reducing its seating capacity in order to help
people social distance, it is implementing new cleaning procedures,
placing hand-sanitizing stations throughout its theaters and
encouraging contactless and cash-free concessions. AMC’s
competitors Regal and Cinemark announced their own plans to resume
business earlier this week, targeting a similar mid-July time-frame for
when they expect to be fully operational. AMC recently acknowledged
that the coronavirus pandemic could push it into bankruptcy.
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“Hillsborough posts double-digit positive test rate for second
straight day” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — Hillsborough
County coronavirus cases continue to surge alongside a statewide
trend emerging in recent days. The Florida Department of Health
reported 220 new cases Wednesday, down from 246 Tuesday, but still,
a significant increase over the 54 cases reported two weeks ago. Over
the past two weeks, new cases have only been less than 100 on four
days. Three of the past four days have seen more than 200 new cases.
The county now has 4,610 reported cases since the virus first appeared
in Florida in March. Hillsborough County has the highest concentration
of cases outside of South Florida.


“COVID-19 hits Tampa City Hall” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida
Politics — One city of Tampa employee who tested positive for COVID-
19 recently may have been a member of the City Council. City officials
were unable to confirm whether a member of the Tampa City Council
tested positive for the virus because of health privacy rules. The
speculation comes after City Council chair Guido Maniscalco canceled
Thursday evening’s City Council workshop and is quasi-judicial hearing
later in the evening. “As a result, those City employees are required to
either quarantine or undergo daily monitoring,” Maniscalco wrote.


Corona local
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Coronavirus makes its way to Tampa City Hall.


“55 Tampa General Hospital staffers infected with COVID-19” via
Megan Reeves of the Tampa Bay Times — About 55 staff members at
Tampa General Hospital are infected with COVID-19, president and
CEO John Couris said. The majority contracted the virus outside the
hospital, but at least six staffers are thought to have come into contact
with the disease while caring for patients. All have been sent home to
quarantine for 14 days and must be free of all symptoms for a week
before returning to work. Meanwhile, the number of COVID-19 patients
has remained stable, with about 25 in the hospital this week. Tampa
General is the region’s largest hospital with about 1,000 beds.


“Businesses in Hillsborough County can soon apply for COVID-19
relief grants” via Rebecca Torrence of the Tampa Bay Times — Small
businesses in Hillsborough County financially hurting from the COVID-
19 pandemic will soon be eligible for relief grants. The county is making
$100 million it received from the federal CARES Act available as part of
its Rapid Response Recovery Program. It will begin accepting
applications June 30. With these grants, the county hopes to “fill in the
gaps of programs where local small businesses may have fallen,”
according to the program’s initial proposal. On Monday, June 22,
business owners can create an application profile and review the details
of three different grant options.


“Pinellas County inches closer to requiring face masks” via Mark
Puente of the Tampa Bay Times — Alarmed by the skyrocketing
coronavirus cases, the Pinellas County Commission directed the county
administrator and county attorney to craft an ordinance that would
require people to wear face masks in public. County Administrator
Barry Burton and County Attorney Jewel White will work to spell out
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who will be required to wear masks — the public at large, for instance,
or only employees in a business who interact with customers. During a
two-hour debate about the “alarming rate” of COVID-19 spreading
among people between the ages of 25 and 34, Burton and Sheriff Bob
Gualtieri said that some bars, clubs and restaurants are ignoring
capacity orders and packing patrons inside their businesses. Those
businesses need to be targeted for enforcement.


“18 test positive for COVID-19 at His House, Florida’s largest foster
group home” via Bianca Padró Ocasio of the Miami Herald — Eleven
children and seven staff members have tested positive for COVID-19 in
Florida’s largest group home for foster children. A total of 47 children of
the 49 children at His House have been tested so far, according to
Esther Jacobo, director of the Citrus Family Care Network, the state-
contracted agency that oversees child welfare services in Miami-Dade
and Monroe counties. Children are only tested if they are exposed to a
person who has tested positive for the coronavirus, or if they become
symptomatic or are taken to the hospital, Jacobo said. Children at His
House have been tested at least twice and there are no plans to retest
at this point, she added.


“Rural Immokalee now has more COVID-19 cases than any other
ZIP code in Florida” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Nestled
inland in Collier County, the rural Immokalee community has now seen
1,207 infections, all in the 34142 ZIP code. Florida Department of
Health's geographic data shows troubling signs for a community best
known as home to migrant farmworkers. The area has two more
residents who tested positive for COVID-19 than in the ZIP code
serving Little Havana, 33125. Collier County, where the Immokalee ZIP
code mostly lays, has seen 2,805 residents infected, roughly 3% of
Florida cases. Hendry County, where a portion of the ZIP code serves,
has seen 700 cases.


“In shift, Florida Keys now requiring face masks until June 2021”
via Richard Tribou of the Orlando Sentinel — Visitors to the Florida
Keys will need to bring along face masks or face a $500 civil fine. In a
Wednesday vote, the Monroe County Commission shifted from an
earlier stance on face coverings, and now requires everyone including
employees and customers to wear face coverings in any establishment.
The city of Key West already had this stricter ruling in place, but
unincorporated parts of the Keys had relaxed such requirements,
following the guidelines set forth by DeSantis’ statewide Phase 2 of his
reopening plan that began on June 5. The ordinance also allows other
city governments in the Keys to opt-out of the ordinance.


“Orange Mayor requires all people to wear masks in county” via
Ryan Gillespie of the Orlando Sentinel — Orange County Mayor
Demings said Thursday that every person in the county must wear a
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mask, an effort to try to stem a resurgence of the coronavirus seen in
the past 10 days. “We do not want to experience another shutdown in
our community,” Demings said, noting there could be more restrictions
in the future. The order will take effect on Saturday and remain in place
indefinitely. People are permitted to take off the mask while eating or
drinking, but must wear the mask as they enter establishments,
Demings said. Employees of businesses must wear a face covering at
all times. People who are exercising outside are exempt from the order.


“Hospital ICU beds in Palm Beach County filling up as coronavirus
cases increasing” via Cindy Krischer Goodman of the South Florida
Sun-Sentinel — As Palm Beach County experienced a jump in new
coronavirus cases Thursday, some county hospitals reported their
intensive care beds are completely full. Florida’s Agency for Health
Care Administration tracks the number of hospital beds available
countywide and shows Palm Beach County overall has 74% of its 319
beds occupied. But looking closer at individual hospitals in the county,
Palm Beach Gardens Medical Center, Palms West Hospital, and
Wellington Regional Medical Center have few or no adult ICU beds
available. Statewide, new hospitalizations have risen daily in Florida for
the last three days.


“Nurse cared for COVID-19 patients then caught it. Loophole
leaves her quarantine unpaid” via Alex Harris of the Miami Herald —
As a dialysis nurse, Daniele Haddad regularly spends hours alongside
patients who’ve tested positive for COVID-19. It wasn’t a surprise to her
when she tested positive for COVID-19 in May. The surprise came
when her employer told her she wasn’t going to get paid for the
mandatory quarantine period, despite the fact that a government
program passed in April would cover the costs. She said the CEO of
her company, Federico Dumenigo, called her personally to let her
know they wouldn’t be paying her for her mandatory quarantine, despite
the promise of a full refund from the government. He pointed to a
loophole in the law that allows employers of health care workers to
decide whether or not to offer the benefit.


Rest In Peace — “Sheila Aaronson, wife of county political
powerhouse Burt Aaronson, dies” via Hannah Morse of The Palm
Beach Post — In the ofttimes chaotic world of local politics, Sheila was
known best as a friendly face. Though quiet and kind in her demeanor
she was considered by many a behind-the-scenes player and right-
hand woman to Burt, her furniture executive-turned powerhouse county
commissioner husband of nearly 70 years. After a fall at her home this
month, she broke her leg and was treated at Delray Medical Center.
She went home for a few days but fell ill and returned to the hospital,
where she tested positive for the coronavirus. She died Monday at the
age of 93.
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RIP: Sheila Aaronson died at age 93 after testing positive for the coronavirus.
Image vis Palm Beach Post.


“Unexpected federal funding to boost St. Johns County COVID-19
recovery” via Drew Dixon of Florida Politics — Joy Andrews, deputy
county administrator for St. Johns County, said her office was informed
this week the Florida Division of Emergency Management now has $46
million available for the county to assist with coronavirus-related
recovery. The money came from the U.S. Treasury through the federal
CARES Act. The latest funding is part of the $5.9 billion the state
received from the federal government. Larger counties in Florida
received $2.5 billion directly from the federal treasury, bringing the
state’s total received funds to $8.3 billion. “It’s going to hugely benefit
[the county] from the economic recovery perspective,” Andrews said.


“Why gun store owner won’t let customers wear masks (it may not
be what you think)” via John Pacenti of The Palm Beach Post — A
West Palm Beach gun shop owner found himself at the center of the
culture war over wearing face masks as a number of positive cases for
the deadly coronavirus strain explode in the state. Alex Shkop, the
owner of Guns and Range Training Center, ended up on CNN after he
asked a customer to take off his mask. He said under the law no
Floridian can carry a firearm and wear face-covering in public, and most
who enter his store are carrying concealed weapons. “We are caught
basically in the middle of completely uncharted territory. No one has
been here before,” Shkop said.
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“Anthony Fauci: ‘We are still in the first wave’ of coronavirus” via
Allie Caren of The Washington Post — As coronavirus cases continue
to increase across the United States, the term “second wave” and the
question of whether we’re in its midst or about to face one are
dominating headlines. “we still are in the first wave because even
though there’s variability throughout the country, where some places
like New York City are going very nicely down, staying down so that
they can start to reopen, simultaneously, we’re seeing in certain states
an increase in cases and even now an increase in some of the states of
hospitalization,” Fauci said. “The way we’ll get back to normal is by
pulling together to try and end this. And ... you have a responsibility for
your own health.”


“Andrew Cuomo floats quarantine for people entering N.Y. from
Florida” via Keshia Clukey of Bloomberg — COVID-19 cases have
been climbing in Florida and several other U.S. states, while New York
is on the decline. In March, when New York cases were surging,


Corona nation
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DeSantis ordered self-quarantines of visiting New Yorkers. Now, the
tables may turn. “I have experts who have advised me to do that,”
Cuomo said. “I’m considering it now.” Cuomo also said he is signing an
executive order that will allow the state to immediately suspend the
liquor license or shut down any bar or restaurant that violates reopening
rules. “I need local governments to do their part,” Cuomo said. “The
state cannot do enforcement on these local issues all across the state. I
would — we don’t have enough people.”


Andrew Cuomo turns the tables on Florida, considers a quarantine for people
coming from the Sunshine State. Image via AP.


—“Texas cases up by record; California on face masks” via
Bloomberg News


“EEOC says employers can't require COVID-19 antibody tests” via
Vin Gurrieri of Law360 — Businesses can't make workers take tests
that detect COVID-19 antibodies without violating the Americans with
Disabilities Act, the EEOC said. The agency was answering a question
left open when the commission recently gave businesses the green
light to test employees for the virus itself. The guidance is its latest
addition to a technical assistance document it has periodically updated
in recent months that answers various questions surrounding
employers' response to the novel coronavirus pandemic and their
obligations under federal anti-discrimination laws. The latest entry deals
with antibody or serology tests, which determine whether a person was
ever infected with COVID-19 and built up antibodies to the disease.


  


“Pandemic could erase more global wealth than financial crisis” via
Marion Halftermeyer of Bloomberg — The rich are still getting richer,
but the coronavirus crisis may slow the breakneck pace of wealth


Corona economics
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accumulation for years to come. Volatile markets and the economic
fallout from the virus could wipe out as much as $16 trillion of global
wealth this year and hinder growth for the next five years, according to
a study. By comparison, the 2008 financial crisis erased $10 trillion. A
decadelong bull run in equities has helped the millionaires and
billionaires of the world increase their wealth at double the rate of
middle-income and poor people. Now that same dependence on
markets can put their fortunes at risk if volatility caused by the virus
continues for years.


“Americans skip millions of loan payments as coronavirus takes
economic toll” via AnnaMaria Andriotis of The Wall Street Journal —
Americans have skipped payments on more than 100 million student
loans, auto loans and other forms of debt since the coronavirus hit the
U.S., the latest sign of the toll the pandemic is taking on people’s
finances. The number of accounts that enrolled in deferment,
forbearance or some other type of relief since March 1 and remain in
such a state rose to 106 million at the end of May, triple the number at
the end of April. The largest increase occurred for student loans, with
79 million accounts in deferment or other relief status, up from 18
million a month earlier. The stimulus package also allowed
homeowners hurt by the coronavirus or its economic fallout to ask their
mortgage servicers for permission to pause their payments for up to 12
months.


The largest increase in skipped payments occurred for student loans, with 79
million accounts in deferment or any other relief status at the end of May. Image


via Reuters.


“Another 1.5 million Americans filed for unemployment last week”
via Courtenay Brown of Axios — 1.5 million Americans filed new
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applications for jobless benefits last week. The number of
unemployment applications is still historically high, though they have
steadily dropped since peaking at 6.9 million at the start of the
coronavirus pandemic. Continued claims, or the number of Americans
who remain on the ranks of unemployment after initially applying,
dipped slightly to 20.5 million. Continued claims are watched closely.
Consistent drops are a sign that a wave of workers are falling off the
ranks of unemployment and possibly returning to work. While continued
claims are slowly trending lower, the figure hasn't budged significantly
in recent weeks.


“Florida gets 86,000 jobless claims, as numbers trend down” via
Jim Turner of the News Service of Florida — Economic reopening
efforts across Florida were in a report on initial unemployment claims,
which fell last week below six figures for the first time since the
coronavirus shuttered businesses in March. The U.S. Department of
Labor reported 1.5 million new claims nationally during the week that
ended June 13, including an estimated 86,298 in Florida. The Florida
estimate was down from 112,161 claims during the week that ended
June 6, the biggest drop of any state. Florida, which is engaged in the
second phase of DeSantis’ reopening effort, also had a nation-leading
decline of 95,546 claims between the weeks ending May 30 and June
6.


“‘There is no work here’: Migrants, some sick, move north” via
Patricia Mazzei of The New York Times — Thousands of other migrant
workers make their way each year from southern Florida up the East
Coast and into the Midwest, following the ripening of fruits and
vegetables. Watermelons in Georgia. Sweet potatoes in North Carolina.
Apples in Michigan. This year, many will bring the coronavirus with
them. Florida’s agricultural communities have become cradles of
infection, fueling a worrying new spike in the state’s daily toll in new
infections, which has hit records in recent days. While many are guest
workers on temporary visas, others are undocumented, with little
access to routine health care and an ingrained fear of the authorities.


“Booming space industry weathers turbulent coronavirus
economy” via Brendan Byrne of WMFE — Coronavirus has hit
Florida’s economy hard. The region’s tourist industry appears to have
taken the biggest hit, but on the space coast rockets continue to launch
and aerospace businesses have by and large kept their doors open.
“For the most part, the space industry has done a pretty good job of
responding and adapting to COVID,” said Space Florida’s Dale
Ketcham. But the Space Coast hasn’t been immune to economic strife.
Budding internet satellite operator One Web, which has a
manufacturing plant near Kennedy Space Center, filed for bankruptcy in
part due to “market turbulence from COVID-19.”
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“The outbreak is growing: Two of the highest daily tallies in new
global cases were reported this week.” via The New York Times —
The number of coronavirus cases continues to grow globally, with two
of the highest tallies in the history of the pandemic recorded this week,
driven by outbreaks in Latin America, Africa, South Asia and the United
States, which still posts some of the highest counts of new cases. More
than 140,000 cases were reported on Tuesday and another 166,000 on
Wednesday, two of the three highest tallies since the outbreak began.
Seventy-seven nations have seen a growth in new cases over the past
two weeks, while only 43 have seen declines. The United States
reported the second-most: more than 25,000.


“Beijing’s new coronavirus outbreak carries an urgent message for
the world” via Adam Taylor of The Washington Post — In much of
Beijing, life had returned to something like normal weeks ago.
Restaurants welcomed diners, people went back to work, schools
reopened. The pandemic seemed like something that was happening to
the rest of the world, not China. Then Beijing announced Thursday its
first domestically transmitted coronavirus case in 55 days. Authorities
soon discovered dozens more cases, mostly linked to a sprawling
market in Beijing’s southeast. The number of cases remains small for a
city of 22 million. But authorities are taking few chances: 1,200 flights in
and out of Beijing’s two airports were canceled on Wednesday. Schools
closed just a month after reopening. Since Tang’s case was
announced, the city claims to have tested more than 3.5 million people.


“Race for virus vaccine could leave some countries behind” via
Maria Cheng and Christina Larson of The Associated Press — As the
race intensifies for a vaccine against the new coronavirus, rich
countries are rushing to place advance orders for the inevitably limited


More corona
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supply to guarantee their citizens get immunized first, leaving significant
questions about whether developing countries will get any vaccines in
time to save lives before the pandemic ends. Johnson & Johnson plans
to make its coronavirus shot for poor countries at a not-for-profit price,
because of the complexity of the technology and expertise needed.
Likewise, AstraZeneca has pledged to make the vaccine available at no
profit during the pandemic.


A lab technician extracts a portion of a COVID-19 vaccine candidate during
testing at the Chula Vaccine Research Center, run by Chulalongkorn University in


Bangkok, Thailand. Image via AP.


“COVID-19 test-tube firm, awarded U.S. contract, is accused of
unsanitary workplace” via Mark Maremont, Susan Pulliam and James
V. Grimaldi of The Wall Street Journal — Fillakit LLC was established in
Florida in May, six days before winning a $10.2 million contract from the
Federal Emergency Management Agency to produce liquid-filled tubes
for COVID-19 tests. Several former employees said dozens of workers
sit side-by-side filling test tubes by hand, with cooling fans blowing dust
around. Teresa Bosworth-Green, a retired science educator who
worked at Fillakit for about two weeks in May, said she witnessed vials
containing debris and bugs being packaged for shipment. “The
environment is not clean at all and certainly not sterile,” asserted
Bosworth-Green.


“Fauci says ‘football may not happen this year’ due to virus” via
Brandon Kochkodin of Bloomberg — “If there is a second wave, which
is certainly a possibility and which would be complicated by the
predictable flu season, football may not happen this year,” Fauci said. If
the NFL and NCAA seasons were to be canceled, broadcasters would
be among the most exposed. More than 80% of the 50 most-watched
programs on TV last year were NFL games. In response to Fauci’s
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comments, the NFL provided a statement from their Chief Medical
Officer Allen Sills that details the league’s efforts to prepare to play in
2020. They include a rapid-result testing program and protocols for
players and team personnel based on the guidance of public health
officials.


  


“Supreme Court rejects Trump effort to end DACA” via Josh
Gerstein and Rebecca Rainey of POLITICO — The Supreme Court
rejected Trump’s attempt to end the DACA program, handing a major
victory to about 650,000 immigrants, most of whom who entered the
U.S. illegally as children more than a decade ago. Chief Justice John
Roberts joined the court’s Democratic appointees in a 5-4 decision that
found the Trump administration’s move to wind down the Obama-era
program for Dreamers lacked a sound legal basis. The decision does
not foreclose future moves to end the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals program, but it seems unlikely the administration will be able to
put in place a new framework to end DACA before November's


D.C. matters
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presidential election. Roberts said the Trump official who ordered the
wind-down in 2017 erred by failing to consider whether it was possible
to eliminate the work permits issued to DACA recipients without ending
the limited protection they enjoy from deportation.


—@realDonaldTrump: Do you get the impression that the Supreme
Court doesn’t like me?


—@JoeBiden: Dreamers are Americans. Period.


The Supreme Court rejected Donald Trump’s effort to end legal protections for
650,000 young immigrants, a stunning rebuke to the President amid his reelection


campaign. Image via AP.


“Florida ‘Dreamers’ hail high court ruling” via Ana Ceballos of the
News Service of Florida — A split U.S. Supreme Court ruling that
upheld federal protections for young undocumented immigrants
reverberated throughout Florida, a state that roughly 32,000 “Dreamers”
call home. Karen Caudillo, a DACA recipient who lives in Orlando,
came to the U.S. with her parents as a 4-year-old. Hearing about the
court decision was an unexpected and emotional moment, Caudillo
said, especially after talking to her mother, an undocumented immigrant
from Mexico. “My parents have sacrificed so much. This morning, my
mom broke down in tears on FaceTime and she was just like, all our
sacrifices are worth it. You are invincible and don’t let anybody tell you
that you don’t deserve to be in your home,” Caudillo, 24, said in a
telephone interview.


“Matt Gaetz reveals Cuban son on Twitter after clash with Dem
congressman” via Morgan Phillips of Fox News — Gaetz surprised
social media users by revealing he has a Cuban son after a fiery
exchange with Rep. Cedric Richmond a day earlier where Gaetz
accused Richmond of suggesting Republicans do not know what it’s
like to worry about raising a nonwhite child. “For all those wondering,
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this is my son Nestor. We share no blood but he is my life. He came
from Cuba six years ago and lives with me in Florida,” Gaetz wrote on
Twitter. “I am so proud of him and raising him has been the best, most
rewarding thing I’ve done in my life.” Gaetz didn't say whether Nestor
was legally adopted but added that he had come to the U.S. when he
was 12, and was now 19 and soon to head off to college.


  


“’Painful’ health care vetoes predicted” via Christine Sexton of the
News Service of Florida — DeSantis’ vow this week to make deep cuts
in the new state budget has health care advocates and lawmakers on
edge, as the Legislature tucked nearly $100 million in so-called “special
projects” into the health and human services portion of the more than
$93 billion spending plan. How many of the projects will survive
DeSantis’ veto pen remains unclear. “Good gravy, I don’t know what to
say other than this is unprecedented,” Senate Health and Human
Services Appropriations Chair Aaron Bean said. “It’s going to be big.
It’s going to be painful. And it’s coming.” The News Service of Florida
obtained a nine-page spreadsheet that contains more than 175 health
and human services projects, slated to receive $99.4 million, that could
get vetoed.


'Good gravy': Sen. Aaron Bean is bracing for some substantial budget cuts.


“Florida TaxWatch recommends $6B in budget savings as 2020
fiscal year looms” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — State
budget watchdogs are recommending elected officials take budget cuts
and implement new plans that would save the state a net $6 billion
annually. The Florida TaxWatch report comes the day after lawmakers


Statewide
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delivered their $93.2 billion spending plan to DeSantis, who is expected
to issue hundreds of million dollars in vetoes because of the COVID-19
pandemic. April’s revenue report alone, which mostly included sales tax
receipts from before the lockdown, already showed an $878.1 million
shortfall. TaxWatch stopped short of recommending the Legislature
convene for a Special Session but suggested it take up sales tax e-
fairness legislation and a renewed Seminole Compact.


“DeSantis signs bill reforming guardianship system inspired by
Fierle case” via Gray Rohrer of the Orlando Sentinel — DeSantis
signed into law Thursday a series of reforms to the state’s guardianship
program, spurred by the case of Rebecca Fierle, who authorities said
approved a “do not resuscitate” order against a client’s wishes and
double-billed hospitals while overseeing hundreds of wards. The bill
requires guardians of elderly patients unable to look after themselves to
get approval from a judge to sign DNR orders and places greater
restrictions on how guardians are appointed to prevent conflicts of
interest. Fierle’s attorneys have argued that as a court-appointed
guardian, the law didn’t require her to seek permission before signing a
DNR order.


“DeSantis signs Jordan’s Law” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics
— DeSantis signed legislation lawmakers believe could save children’s
lives in the state welfare system. The law, which goes into effect July 1,
is aimed at catching red flags in a child’s life before their case turns
traumatic or fatal. Rep. Chris Latvala, the legislation’s House sponsor,
called the signing the proudest moment of his public service career.
“This bill will fix a broken system and save lives and I thank Gov. Ron
DeSantis for signing it,” Latvala said. The law will reduce case
manager’s workload, streamline communication between agencies and
increase training for parents, caseworkers, and law enforcement.


Ron DeSantis signs the law named after Jordan Belliveau.
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“The FDOT lawyer who admitted forging signatures on official
documents has quit” via Kevin G. Hall of the Miami Herald — The
Florida Department of Transportation’s top lawyer resigned Thursday,
amid an inspector general’s report this week that found he forged the
signatures of underlings on official documents, a finding that prompted
the Florida Bar to open a misconduct probe. “Today, Erik Fenniman
resigned from the position of General Counsel at the Florida
Department of Transportation, effective immediately,” the agency said
in a statement Thursday afternoon. The inspector general began
investigating the forgery complaint against Fenniman after the agency
was alerted in March by former staff lawyer Latasha Johnson, who
had been in charge of contracts and special projects under Fenniman.


“Hallandale Beach mayor says SWAT team jeopardized city by
resigning” via Rafael Olmeda of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
Hallandale Beach Mayor Joy Cooper accused her city’s police union of
taking advantage of a tense situation to bolster their position in
negotiating a new contract and said her city’s SWAT team jeopardized
public safety by resigning last week. Cooper’s criticism came in the
midst of an otherwise supportive statement about the SWAT team and
its service to the city. The commission, which met virtually Wednesday
night, had already heard voicemails earlier in the meeting from more
than two dozen Broward residents evenly split on whether they wanted
the SWAT team reinstated or permanently dissolved, though more than
half of the critical messages came from outside the city limits.


“Florida teacher fired after 18,000 grades were changed” via Sonja
Isger of The Palm Beach Post — The school board fired a Forest Hill
High teacher after an investigation concluded he changed more than
18,000 grades within the district’s online learning programs over the
span of two years. The school’s former principal, Mary Stratos, said
she alerted investigators and transferred teacher Randy Whidden from
supervising classes with access to the online programs as soon as the
allegations landed on her desk. Whidden continued to teach in Palm
Beach County schools as the subsequent investigations took their
course, said Stratos, who left the district last year. Because it was an
ongoing personnel investigation, Stratos said that at least during her
tenure no students were alerted to the claims and no purported grade
changes were undone.


“RE: Florida boaters. Shouldn’t we expect them to have learned
how to avoid hitting each other?” via Craig Pittman of Florida
Phoenix — According to a report released last week by the U.S. Coast
Guard and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Florida ranks
No. 1 nationwide in both recreational boating accidents and deaths on
the water. We earned that ranking because in 2019, there were 679
boat accidents in Florida’s waterways. Of those, 55 were fatal, resulting
in 62 people dying. Florida has led the nation in these statistics every
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single year since 2015. Florida’s fatality rate for 2019 is 6.6 — higher
than the national average of 5.2 deaths, but well below more than a
dozen states with higher fatality rates.


  


“Trump plots virus-era, made-for-TV mass festival” via Jonathan
Swan of Axios — Trump's campaign plans to turn this weekend's Tulsa
rally into a massive pro-Trump festival complete with musical acts, and
it's flying in high-profile backers and camera crews to show the world
the fervency of his supporters. Organizers are leasing a jet to fly in
surrogates the night before and multiple film crews are being brought in
to record the event. Watch for these scenes to be quickly converted into
TV ads. The June 20 "Great American Comeback" event is partly a
kickoff for a comeback tour amid the coronavirus pandemic. It's also a
giant commercial for Trump's reelection campaign, an answer to
protests outside the White House, and a trial run for Republican
National Convention events in Jacksonville this August.


2020
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Donald Trump's rally will tout the 'Great American Comeback.'


“How the Trump campaign’s plans for a triumphant rally went
awry” via Annie Karni, Maggie Haberman and Reid J. Epstein of The
New York Times — Brad Parscale, the Trump campaign manager,
needed to find a host city for the President’s triumphant return to the
campaign trail, and he didn’t have much time. Reviewing a list of
potential locations over the past few weeks, Parscale quickly settled on
Tulsa, Okla., people familiar with the planning said in interviews, mostly
because it seemed easy. But Oklahoma was the furthest along of any
state in the country in terms of reopening, and it had seen fewer than
400 COVID-19 deaths since the beginning of the pandemic. Instead of
being an easy out to have a rally, Trump’s Tulsa has become yet
another flashpoint for a candidate who has repeatedly displayed
insensitivity about race in America and ignited controversies and
divided people with his use of racist language.


“Heat, virus no deterrent for Trump fans camped outside arena” via
Sara Burnett, Tom McCarthy and Sean Murphy of The Associated
Press — Scores of Trump supporters have brought their vans, tents,
campers and Trump flags to the parking lots and sidewalks outside the
19,000-seat BOK Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and who say what
matters most is being there to see the president take the stage on
Saturday and to be sure he knows they have his back. Trump rallies are
known for being big events with a sometimes festival-like atmosphere
and have always drawn die-hard fans who sleep outside for days to
secure a spot and pass time at a kind of political tailgate party. The
groups gathering in Tulsa are taking that loyalty to a new level, though
some called the coronavirus threat “an exaggeration.”


“Trump mounts campaign for more debates against Joe Biden” via
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Alex Isenstadt of POLITICO — Trump’s reelection campaign has
tapped former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani to spearhead a
campaign to press for more debates this fall, starting earlier than usual
and to have a say in choosing the moderators. The changes sought by
the Trump campaign amount to a major reversal. Trump last year
threatened to boycott the debates; now he wants more one-on-one
encounters with presumptive Democratic presidential nominee Biden,
which advisers think will sow doubts about the former vice president’s
stamina for the job. The President wants at least one additional
showdown. Trump has raised questions about Biden’s mental capacity.


“SEIU releases anti-Trump digital ad tying him to disturbing
protest images” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — With a
backdrop of disturbing protester-police confrontations, a new digital ad
from the Service Employees International Union seeks to blame
Trump‘s rhetoric on police abuses toward Black Lives Matter
demonstrators. The SEIU is running the 30-second ad “Dominate” out
on streaming-television platforms and social media targeting voters of
color in Florida and three other swing states, Nevada, Virginia and
Pennsylvania. The $350,000 placement kicks off the SEIU’s $150
million 2020 electoral program. SEIU said it plans to release more ads
this summer about the protests and the Black Lives Matter movement,
calling on protesters to vote.


  


“Lenny Curry, Brian Ballard helm Republican National Convention
host committee” via AG Gancarski of Florida Politics — The
Republican National Convention rolled out its 2020 host committee, and
heading it up are Jacksonville’s GOP Mayor and Florida’s best D.C.-
connected lobbyist. The committee membership includes a mix of
famous-for-Jacksonville types with statewide Republicans, including
Ballard’s own associate, former Attorney General Pam Bondi. U.S.
Reps. John Rutherford and Michael Waltz are also included. Also in
the mix: the current and incoming leadership for the Florida House and
Senate including Sens. Bill Galvano and Wilton Simpson, along with
Reps. José Oliva and Chris Sprowls. One step below leadership, the
powerful budget chairs, Sen. Rob Bradley and Rep. Travis
Cummings will represent Clay County.


Convention countdown
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Lenny Curry is one of the top Jacksonville names on the newly formed RNC host
committee.


“RNC in Jacksonville could generate close to $2 million for St.
Johns County” via Colleen Jones of The Florida Times-Union — A
conservative estimate by the St. Johns County Visitors and Convention
Bureau puts the economic impact generated by the Republican
National Convention in August at nearly $2 million. And that figure is
expected to climb exponentially in the weeks leading up to the GOP
gathering in Jacksonville. At an average pre-negotiated daily rate of
$265 for a minimum four-night stay during the convention, the revenue
for the county works out to about $1.83 million. The projection is based
on rooms reserved at this point.


“The RNC is gone, leaving Charlotte to sort out millions in contract
liabilities” via Jim Morrill of The Charlotte Observer — The decision to
move the Republican National Convention to Jacksonville, Fla., has left
Charlotte’s host committee with “tens of millions” in contractual
liabilities. The host committee, along with the RNC’s Committee on
Arrangements, has been working on the convention ever since it was
awarded in July 2018. Now only the first day will be in Charlotte, though
the RNC says it will hold other business meetings in the city the
weekend before with about 330 delegates. The city of Charlotte said it
plans to “hold the RNC accountable to fulfill all its outstanding
obligations to the parties and make them whole.”


  More from the trail
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Nikki Fried fires three top aides — Fried cut ties with three top aides
Wednesday night over their allegations she was in an abusive
relationship with her fiance, Jake Bergmann. As reported by Marc
Caputo and Arek Sarkissian of POLITICO, the firings came after a
Saturday evening incident at Fort Lauderdale’s Westin Beach Resort
and Spa that culminated in police escorting Bergman off the property.
Fried maintains that she is not in an abusive relationship but
acknowledges she and Bergman had a heated argument. Eric
Johnson, Fried’s top political adviser, was among those purged from
her inner circle.


Nikki Fried cuts ties with employees who suggest she is in an abusive relationship
with her fiancee, Jake Bergmann.


“Progressive donor group announces $59M vote-by-mail
campaign” via The Associated Press — A network of deep-pocketed
progressive donors is launching a $59 million effort to encourage
people of color to vote by mail in November, a step many Democrats
view as crucial to turning out the party’s base during the coronavirus
pandemic. A nonprofit arm of the donor network Way to Win is working
with philanthropic organizations including the Ford Foundation and
George Soros’ Open Society to raise the money. “We need to meet the
urgency of this moment … we need everyone to keep their foot on the
gas pedal,” said Nicole Boucher, a senior adviser to the group’s
nonprofit, Way to Rise.


“Florida Democrats launch new website to attack Vern Buchanan’s
health care record” via Ryan Callihan of the Bradenton Herald —
Florida’s Democratic Party launched a new website Wednesday
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dedicated to highlighting what it called Buchanan’s “broken promises.”
The Republican congressman’s votes against expanding health care to
cover patients with preexisting conditions are the current focus of the
campaign. A video advertisement on the page criticizes Buchanan’s
prior commitment to “work through” those issues at a town hall meeting
in 2009. The video uses footage from a 2009 town hall, when Buchanan
told a Bradenton woman that the government’s health care program
should provide “what’s available and affordable for you, regardless of
preexisting conditions.”


“Rene Garcia, Anthony Rodriguez join local leaders in backing
Steve Bovo for Mayor” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Garcia and
Rodriguez are endorsing Bovo in the 2020 Miami-Dade mayoral
contest. “Steve and I have worked closely for the last 20 years making
sure we put our residents first,” Garcia said. “I have no doubt that he is
going to continue to do the same thing for the residents of Miami-Dade
County.” Garcia spent 16 years representing parts of Miami-Dade
County in the state Legislature. “Steve Bovo is the best candidate for
Mayor of Miami-Dade because he’s committed to making the county
truly accountable to the taxpayer and ending business as usual,”
Rodriguez said. Rodriguez, meanwhile, won his first term in the House
in 2018.


  


“If you didn’t know already, it’s time to wear a mask” via the Tampa
Bay Times editorial board — It’s unfortunate it had to come to this, but
St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman and Tampa Mayor Jane Castor
made the responsible decision this week to mandate mask policies as
coronavirus cases rise. Kriseman’s more lenient order requires
employees to wear masks when working in parts of a business open to
the public, while Castor’s orders all residents to wear masks in any


Top opinion
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indoor location. The policies are an unfortunate reminder that
government intervention likely could have been avoided if so many
people hadn’t flaunted warnings about social distancing, wearing masks
and other precautions. The onus falls on all of us to be responsible as
the state grapples with its phased reopening. No one wants to close
everything down again.


  


“John Bolton gives Trump too much credit” via Jonathan Bernstein
for Bloomberg — What strikes me about Bolton is that he’s basically
wrong in his central critique of Trump. Bolton seems to describe a
President who is way out of his league — easily swayed by flattery,
unprepared, impulsive, uninformed and lacking any kind of strategic
sense. The most favorable interpretation of his “strategy” would be that
Trump deliberately gives America’s rivals and enemies all they want in
the hopes that they’ll realize how valuable he is to them and try to help
him get reelected. That wouldn’t really be an abuse of power; it would
just be incredibly foolish. And even that almost certainly gives Trump
too much credit. The President Bolton reveals is probably incapable of
anything so clever.


“If you live in Miami and won’t wear a mask, you’re just an ignorant
fool” via the Miami Herald editorial board — Miami-Dade County Mayor
Carlos Giménez acknowledged worsening COVID-19 numbers and
pointed to an obvious culprit: “Some people are being a little too
comfortable about not wearing masks.” That’s an understatement.
Especially, since the state of Florida has posted a record number of
confirmed coronavirus cases In four of the last seven days. An analysis
shows it’s highly unlikely that those rampaging numbers are only
because of increased testing. Even Miami Beach has slipped. It’s not
enforcing its own rules mandating face masks or physical distancing
when people are with nonfamily members.


“Hurricane season is upon us. We must prepare now.” via John
Huff, Steve Ellis, Steve Pociask, Robert Moore, Jeff Kupfer and Dave
Sampson for Florida Politics — June 1 marked the official start of
another hurricane season that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) expects will include above-normal activity. The
associated risks are further compounded by a possible fall resurgence
of the coronavirus, which could very well take place as more severe
hurricanes batter American coastal communities. To protect Floridians
when this year’s hurricanes inevitably hit, our federal, state, and local
leaders must implement pre-disaster crisis mitigation strategies without
delay. The COVID-19 crisis should remind policymakers of the need to
implement pre-disaster mitigation measures to reduce costly post-
disaster recovery efforts. By preparing before the fact, we can reduce
the losses associated with a busy hurricane season that is further


Opinions
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complicated by the pandemic.


  


Florida just set another record for COVID-19. The Health Department
reported 3,207 new cases of coronavirus Thursday — shattering the
previous record set Monday.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— Over the past week, Florida has recorded more than 17,000 new
cases of COVID-19. Maybe that’s why some experts are saying we
could be the next epicenter of the pandemic in America.


— Remember when DeSantis blamed New Yorkers for bringing
coronavirus to the Sunshine State, imposing a quarantine? After
reviewing the latest stats, the New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo is now
considering a quarantine for anyone visiting from Florida.


Today's Sunrise
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— While the new cases pile up, reopening efforts continue. DeSantis
and Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran have a plan for the
safe reopening of schools in August, but the people who run local
schools have the final say.


— Today starts a mandatory face mask rule in St. Petersburg,
beginning 5 p.m. Orange County’s Mayor signed a similar order that
takes effect tomorrow.


— You can now get a lap dance in Miami Dade. Five strip clubs
reopened … more are on the way.


— A big win for the DACA Dreamers: The U.S. Supreme Court rejected
Trump’s plan to terminate the program designed to help immigrants
brought here by their parents when they were just kids who have lived
in America most of their lives.


— And the latest with Florida Man, who really didn’t want to send those
dick-picks to a 10-year-old girl; he said he was just trying to be nice.


To listen, click on the image below:


  


Dishonorable Mention: Rep. Latvala, activist Becca Tieder, Ernest
Hooper and communications expert Dr. Karla Mastracchio discuss
politics and culture. Debbie Lundberg steps in for Tieder who is on
assignment. Positive COVID-19 cases have significantly increased, did
we try to restart the economy too soon? Why is wearing a mask
perceived as a partisan decision? Should Florida be inviting the RNC,
and professional sport leagues with rising covid-19 cases? The hosts
also talk about the tragic death of Rayshard Brooks by police officers
in Atlanta. Was lethal force necessary or does this prove more
systematic issues in police departments are prevalent? Lundberg talks
about her new book — “Remote Work Rockstar!”


Listen up
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podcastED: Step Up For Students president Doug Tuthill speaks with
Omali Yeshitela, chairman of the African People’s Socialist Party (also
known as the Uhuru Movement), and Chimurenga Waller, national
director of organization and education expert for the party. The three
discuss education and self-determination as bedrock principles to
achieving sovereignty for African people — the defining goal of the
Uhuru Movement.


The New Abnormal from hosts Rick Wilson and Molly Jong-Fast:
Jong-Fast heralds the return of Matt Whittaker, the one-time Attorney
General. Wilson wonders whether Trumpists could “solve a complex
puzzle, like stacking blocks in order,” and ponders the contents of Ted
Cruz’s erotic fan fiction. Former New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu
goes deep on his long fight to take down confederate monuments. And
Sleeping Giants’ Matt Rivitz talks about what it’s like to take on
Breitbart, Bill O’Reilly, and Tucker Carlson — and win. He’s been
pushing advertisers to drop the race-baiters, and they’ve responded.
“This is like the Super Bowl ... It's like, okay, brands finally get it. What
they choose to support with their media dollars really drives the
conversation.”


  


Facing South Florida with Jim DeFede on CBS 4 in Miami: The
Sunday show provides viewers with an in-depth look at politics in South
Florida, along with other issues affecting the region.


Florida This Week on Tampa Bay’s WEDU: Moderator Rob Lorei
hosts a roundtable featuring Hillsborough County NAACP President
Yvette Lewis, St. Pete Peace leader Terron Gland and Dr. Jason
Wilson, associate director of the Adult Emergency Department at
Tampa General Hospital-USF Health.


In Focus with Allison Walker-Torres on Bay News 9: Remains on
hiatus due to coronavirus.


Political Connections on CF 13 in Orlando and Bay News 9 in
Tampa/St. Pete: A look at Trump resuming campaign rallies; how the
coronavirus is impacting voter registration; and police reform following
the President’s Executive Order.


The Usual Suspects on WCTV-Tallahassee/Thomasville (CBS) and
WJHG-Panama City (NBC): Host Gary Yordon talks with attorney
Sean Pittman and POLITICO Florida political reporter Gary Fineout.


This Week in Jacksonville with Kent Justice on Channel 4 WJXT:
Nat Glover, the first African American Sheriff in Florida, a former
Jacksonville Sheriff and former president of Edward Waters College;


Weekend TV
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Mark VanLoh, CEO of Jacksonville Aviation Authority and Rick
Mullaney, Jacksonville University Public Policy Institute director.


This Week in South Florida on WPLG-Local10 News (ABC): Guests
will include former Secretary of State John Kerry and Dr. Aileen
Marty, a professor of Infectious Diseases at Florida International
University.


  Instagram of the day


  


“Top seller ‘Antiracist Baby’ to be released as picture book” via The
Associated Press — A picture book edition of Ibram X. Kendi’s
“Antiracist Baby,” one of the country’s top-selling books since the death
last month of Floyd, is coming out July 14. “Antiracist Baby” went on
sale this week as a board book and has been part of a wave of works
about race and racism that have been selling strongly as protests


Aloe
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against Floyd’s death at the hands of Minneapolis police spread
worldwide. Two other Kendi books are current bestsellers, “How To Be
an Antiracist” and “Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History
of Racist Ideas in America,” winner of the National Book Award in 2016.


A picture book edition of Ibram X. Kendi’s 'Antiracist Baby,' one of the country’s
top-selling books since the death last month of George Floyd, is coming out July


14. Image via AP.


“Disposable urinals are summer's new 'it' item as consumers avoid
public restrooms” via Adrianne Pasquarelli of Chicago Business —
Disposable urinal bags have been seeing an increase in popularity and
demand in recent weeks. As consumers begin to travel again following
pandemic-related lockdowns, they remain leery of public restrooms.
Urinal bags, which use chemicals to turn liquid into an odorless solid
that can later be thrown away in a trash can, offer a solution to
consumers on road trips or camping excursions. Sales of such products
may continue to increase as more consumers hit the roads. Camping,
RV and road trip essentials are seeing growth as well.


“Betting on great white sharks now being offered, but no attack
odds” via Chris Sheridan of Forbes — An offshore sportsbook has
decided to post odds on the migratory patterns of nine geotagged Great
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White sharks, providing a summer diversion for sports fans and
wagering aficionados who may or may not have an affinity for
sustainable fishing. MyBookie.com is offering a variety of odds. The
sportsbook will utilize the tracking technology used by OCEARCH, a
nonprofit organization that has the most well-known and widely used
tracking tool available. Gamblers will be able to wager on an
assortment of odds and props pertaining to the specific migration
patterns of individual great white sharks.


  


Best wishes to Lyndsey Brzozowski of Bascom Communications and
Consulting, as well as our man in Jacksonville, A.G. Gancarski.


Happy birthday
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Print
 
June 29: Florida adds more than 5,200 new COVID-19 cases
Date Collected Jun 29, 2020 11:12 AM EDT
Category Local
Source TCPalm
Market Stuart, FL
Language English
 
The state of Florida added 5,266 cases of the novel coronavirus Monday, the sixth consecutive day
that at least 5,000 new cases have been counted, according to data from the Department of Health.
 
Florida set a daily record with 9,585 new cases reported Saturday. The total number of COVID-19
cases statewide is now at 146,341.
 
The state's total number of cases has more than doubled since the Phase 2 reopening began on June
5 (61,488).
 
The cumulative percentage of people testing positive for COVID-19 in Florida rose to 7.65% Monday,
the 15th consecutive day this number has increased. This percentage hasn't been this high since
May 7, when it was 7.87% and the state had a total of 38,828 cases.
 
The number of reported deaths of Florida residents rose to 3,447, an increase of 28 since Sunday.
 
The total number of people who have been hospitalized is 14,354, an increase of 110 patients since
Sunday. However, the Department of Health notes that the total figure is cumulative and does not
reflect the number of COVID-19 patients currently in hospitals.
 
 
 
5,266 new Florida coronavirus cases in Monday's update; 28 new deaths
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Date Collected Jun 29, 2020 11:02 AM EDT
Category Local
Source FOX 13 News.com
Market Tampa, FL
Language English
 
The state of Florida added 5,266 cases of the novel coronavirus Monday, the sixth consecutive day
that at least 5,000 new cases have been counted, according to data from the Department of Health.
 
Florida set a daily record with 9,585 new cases reported Saturday. The total number of COVID-19
cases statewide is now at 146,341.
 
The state's total number of cases has more than doubled since the Phase 2 reopening began on June
5 (61,488).
 
The cumulative percentage of people testing positive for COVID-19 in Florida rose to 7.65% Monday,
the 15th consecutive day this number has increased. This percentage hasn't been this high since
May 7, when it was 7.87% and the state had a total of 38,828 cases.
 
The number of reported deaths of Florida residents rose to 3,447, an increase of 28 since Sunday.
 
The total number of people who have been hospitalized is 14,354, an increase of 110 patients since
Sunday. However, the Department of Health notes that the total figure is cumulative and does not
reflect the number of COVID-19 patients currently in hospitals.
 
The state is not reporting a total number of "recovered" coronavirus patients or those currently
hospitalized. As of Monday, 14,354 Floridians had been hospitalized for treatment at some point.
 
A total of 1,914,151 people have been tested in the state as of Monday -- about 8.9% of the state's
population -- according to the Florida Department of Health.
 
The state is not reporting a total number of "recovered" coronavirus patients or those currently
hospitalized. As of Monday, 14,354 Floridians had been hospitalized for treatment at some point.
 
A total of 1,914,151 people have been tested in the state as of Monday -- about 8.9% of the state's
population -- according to the Florida Department of Health.
 
Experts say the current spike is partly due to more tests being given, but also a result of reopening
the state.
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis says the recent case increases are largely due to testing of "high-risk" individuals
like farmworkers in the state's rural counties, prisoners, and residents of long-term care facilities,
though he has also noted the "erosion" in social distancing, especially among the younger
demographics in social setting. That prompted him to order all bars to cease serving alcohol Friday.
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While the number of new cases has trended up over the last few weeks, the number of deaths has
appeared to remain flat or even trend down, though "significant delays" in data reporting, as the
state says, make interpreting short-term trends from that statistic less reliable.
 
 
Some Florida beaches to close July 4th weekend due to COVID-19
Date Collected Jun 29, 2020 10:44 AM EDT
Category Local
Source News Channel 2000
Market Winter Park, FL
Language English
 
Some Florida beaches will be closed the weekend of July 4th because of coronavirus concerns.
 
County leaders are afraid that too many people will be crowding together, making things worse.
 
Miami-Dade made the announcement on Friday that beaches would be closed for the holiday
weekend.
 
Fort Lauderdale, Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, and Hallandale Beach are following suit in Broward County.
In Fort Lauderdale, the beach will be closed Friday through Sunday.
 
Palm Beach County is also expected to close its beaches this weekend. The closures will apply to
both public and private beaches. Palm Beach County's mayor released a statement saying that it
would be highly irresponsible to keep the beaches open when Broward and Miami-Dade have closed
theirs. That decision is expected to be made later on Monday.
 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said Sunday that social interaction among young people are driving the
surge in confirmed, saying “caution was thrown to the wind" by bars and pubs that were not
following mandated guidelines.
 
DeSantis said he worried that younger people who live with older relatives may infect those in
groups who can get more severly sick with COVID-19.
 
 
 
DeSantis not worried by spike in cases; County reports second highest number as state heads
toward 150,000 total positive tests
Date Collected Jun 29, 2020 10:37 AM EDT
Category Local
Source The Palm Beach Post
Author By Holly Baltz, Palm Beach Post Staff Writer
Market United States
Language English
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Florida is in better shape to handle the huge increases in COVID-19 cases showing up in the past two
weeks than it was in March or April, Gov. Ron DeSantis said at a news conference Sunday.
 
The governor indicated the uptick is not the problem it appears to be as new cases in Florida and
Palm Beach County continued to hover near record territory.
 
Florida's increase of 8,530 cases Sunday is the third highest ever. The state's total is now 141,075
infected. If the pace keeps up, the state will hit 150,000 in days.
 
The previous record was set Saturday with 9,585 new positive tests for the highly contagious virus.
The second highest increase was Friday.
 
Palm Beach County's second highest level of positive cases - 461 - fell well short of the highest all-
time increase of 658. But that record was also set in the past three days. The county total reached
13,389.
 
DeSantis put a new spin on news from the Centers
 
for Disease Control and Prevention last week that for every person with a positive test, 10 more are
likely infected.
 
The governor called it "a good thing" because with Florida's increased testing, "you're going to find
more cases." Also, the cases in the 15- to 44-year-old age group are far less serious medically, he
said, so hospitals aren't overburdened.
 
And finally, he pointed to new therapies and a greater understanding by doctors on how to treat the
disease.
 
More than 5,000 of the new cases Sunday were ages 15-44. The median age for the state is 36 and
40 in the county.
 
Some officials in South Florida are trying to curb activity with the closing of beaches in Broward and
Miami-Dade counties over the July Fourth holiday weekend, according to news reports.
 
Keeping beaches open in Palm Beach County would be "irresponsible," county Mayor Dave Kerner
told the South Florida Sun-Sentinel on Sunday. He said he's conferring with county Adminstrator
Verdenia Baker and will have a decision as soon as possible.
 
COVID deaths also continued to rise with the state adding 29, including two in Palm Beach County.
The toll has reached 516 in the county and 3,514 in the state.
 
DeSantis said he believes the spike in young people's cases came about because of graduation
parties and other gatherings over the past month.
 
"This is socializing," he said, reminding young people that they need to be careful because of the







vulnerable people they might infect. "They're going to do what they're going to do."
 
DeSantis last week closed down free-standing bars in 64 of 67 counties at the behest of the state
surgeon general, but he said he preferred to keep them open and make sure proper guidelines are
being followed. Bars had yet to open in Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade counties since they
weren't part of the Phase 2 reopening.
 
In Wellington, the Wanderers Club has closed its clubhouse for two weeks after an employee
exhibited symptoms of COVID-19, the club said Sunday.
 
The employee will undergo testing, the club said. The clubhouse - which includes a restaurant, pool
and fitness center - was shut as a precautionary measure. The golf course and tennis facilities remain
open.
 
Meanwhile, the Boomers amusement park in Boca Raton announced it will reopen its doors Monday
after a lengthy shutdown.
 
It will open with new health and safety measures to protect guests and employees, according to a
news release. It features arcade games, batting cages, bumper cars and more activities.
 
The measures include enhanced cleaning and sanitizing, physical distancing, temperature checks for
employees, and cashless transactions. The park will operate at 50 percent capacity per state
guidelines.
 
South Florida's share of the cases has decreased by nearly 5 percentage points in the past week,
from 48 to 43 percent. That means the virus is spreading in other parts of the state.
 
Deaths in long-term care facilities increased by 25 overnight to 1,807. That means all but four new
deaths reported in the state were in nursing homes. Long-term care facility deaths make up 51% of
the state's deaths. That percentage is on a steady rise.
 
About 26% of adult intensive care beds are available across Florida, 24% in Palm Beach County. The
state says 14,244 have been hospitalized during the pandemic, but it does not make public how
many COVID patients are currently in the hospital.
 
The two most populous states, New York and California, release daily tallies of COVID patients in the
hospital, including those in ICU. Florida, the country's third most populous state, does not.
 
 
 
Florida reports another 5,000-plus new coronavirus cases
Date Collected Jun 29, 2020 11:38 AM EDT
Category Local
Source News Channel 2000
Market Winter Park, FL
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Language English
 
The Florida Department of Health on Monday reported more than 5,200 new cases of coronavirus.
 
The increase is not record-breaking, like totals had been in the state late last week, but do mark the
fifth-highest single-day reporting to date.
 
The 5,266 new cases bring the statewide total to 146,341.
 
Florida is now reporting 3,447 coronavirus related deaths, which is an increase of 28 since Sunday.
Just two deaths reported Sunday were in Central Florida, both in Volusia County.
 
Central Florida cases now make up 16.65% of the state’s overall case count. This number has grown
every day for the past week, when it previously leveled off around 11%.
 
As of Monday morning, the state’s overall positivity rate is at 7.65%, but that number is based on
1,914,151 tests to date. For Sunday alone, the state reported a 15.71% positivity rate based on
6,540 positive tests, and 35,086 negative tests.
 
Orange County reported a 13.3% positivity rate, which is down, but fewer tests were conducted on
Sunday.
 
Osceola County had the highest rate positivity rate in Central Florida (20.7%), but only about 400
tests were conducted and processed there on Sunday.
 
 
 
Coronavirus: Florida adds 5,266 new cases, 251 in Duval County
Date Collected Jun 29, 2020 11:38 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Times-Union
Market Jacksonville, FL
Language English
 
The Florida Department of Health announced a second consecutive decrease in new COVID-19 cases
in Monday’s daily report, although the state listed more than 5,000 new positive tests for the sixth
consecutive day and the positive test percentage turned upward once again.
 
Monday’s report listed a total of 146,341 statewide cases, a rise of 5,266 from Sunday’s report,
although significantly fewer than the 9,585 reported Saturday or the 8,530 added Sunday.
 
However, the number of tests processed Sunday decreased sharply — by more than 30,000 — and
the state’s positive test percentage climbed to 15.71 percent, the second-highest single-day
percentage this month.
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After adding 740 cases in Sunday’s report, Duval County recorded 251 new cases Monday, raising
the total to 5,839. Those were among 349 newly-reported positive tests for Northeast Florida: St.
Johns County added 58 cases, Clay County 23, Putnam County nine, Nassau County six and Baker
County two.
 
Though the number of new cases decreased for Duval County, the positive test rate in tests
processed Sunday increased to 13.3 percent for the county. The state’s daily county-by-county
report showed that the number of laboratory tests received for Duval County decreased from 6,659
to 1,952 — more than 70 percent.
 
Also increasing in positive test rate for tests processed Sunday were Clay County (9.6 percent),
Putnam County (15.4 percent) and St. Johns County (9.8 percent). Nassau County’s positive rate
dropped to 2.8 percent. Baker County’s positive test rate increased to 9.5 percent, but only 21
results were recorded for Sunday.
 
The surge in new statewide cases during the last three weeks has not, however, prompted a
comparable rise in deaths. The health department’s death toll for Florida residents now stands at
3,447, an increase of 28 from Sunday’s report. Of those deaths, 22 were recorded in Miami-Dade
County.
 
However, the 28 deaths represent the largest single-day increase for a Monday morning report,
when additional deaths are usually less frequent.
 
For the third consecutive day, Northeast Florida did not list any new COVID-19 deaths. The
coronavirus death toll for the region is still 116.
 
The state listed 14,354 cumulative hospitalizations, or 110 more than Sunday’s report. However, the
health department does not disclose the number of active hospitalizations at any one time.
The numbers from the state have not always been consistent, with discrepancies that include
patients being reassigned from one county to another or disappearing from the listing entirely.
 
 
 
5,266 people test positive for COVID-19 in latest report
Date Collected Jun 29, 2020 11:30 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
State health officials reported 5,266 new positive result for COVID-19 pushed total diagnoses to
146,341 Monday as the rate of new cases continues to climb.
 
That’s another drop in newly confirmed cases from the 9,585 included in Saturday’s report. But that
decline came in tandem with declining testing but another rise in the percent positivity rate, which
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Gov. Ron DeSantis says reveals a spreading pandemic.
 
Among the 41,626 people tested Sunday, 15.7% returned positive, a fifth consecutive day of
increase. When accounting for those who weren’t previously known positive cases, 13.7% tested
positive.
 
The drop in cases and testing is also in line with what health officials report on a typical weekend.
Monday reports cover new cases identified between Sunday mornings and Monday mornings.
 
DeSantis has also said the growing pandemic is mostly, if not exclusively, limited to young Floridians.
The median age of new cases plummeted from the 50s to the early and mid-30s in the last few
weeks, returning Sunday to 37.
 
 
Daily fatalities have remained fairly consistent, with 28 new resident deaths lifting the death toll to
3,447. Another 99 non-Floridians have died in the state.
 
Officials confirmed 110 COVID-19 hospitalizations among Floridians, lifting the overall count to
14,354 throughout the pandemic.
 
In total, 1.9 million people have been tested for COVID-19 in the state.
 
While South Florida remains the largest hot spot of the virus, cases are also growing in Central
Florida, Southwest Florida and the Jacksonville area.
 
The Department of Health (DOH) reported 1,508 new cases in Miami-Dade County, where now
35,222 have tested positive. Broward County added 425 cases to reach 15,045 and Palm Beach
County has 13,711 overall, including 322 more in Monday’s report.
 
 
Hillsborough County has 10,323 after receiving 405 new positives, crossing the 10,000 threshold.
Cases in Pinellas County are also on the rise with 6,260 total, an increase of 240.
 
Orange County, another resurgent county, also crossed 10,000 cases, now with 10,014 after
counting 343 new positives.
 
Duval County reports 5,839 total cases, an increase of 251. And Lee County shows 5,363 case, a
jump of 175 cases.
 
 
 
Republican National Convention host city Jacksonville to finally issue mask order
Date Collected Jun 29, 2020 12:16 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
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Author A.G. Gancarski
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
Jacksonville is due in less than two months to hold the Republican National Convention, and as late
as Monday morning, there were no plans for a mask order.
 
But as positive testing rates surged yet again over 13% with Sunday’s results, the city made its move,
finally issuing an indoor mask order after weeks of reluctance.
 
The order goes into effect at 5 PM Monday and applies throughout Duval County.
 
Mayor Lenny Curry passed on the Monday press conference, leaving it to staffers, such as Chief of
Staff Jordan Elsbury, to announce the move that had been still up in the air as late as Monday
morning, when hospital CEOs apparently pushed for an order.
 
Curry, said spokesperson Nikki Kimbleton, “had a very important prior family commitment” that
precluded his attendance, despite the “very fluid decisions made this morning.”
 
 
Asked why Curry didn’t release a video putting his name and face to the initiative, given historic
opposition, Kimbleton said that if Curry had “put out a video,” there would have been “no
opportunity for media to ask questions and get answers.”
 
Elsbury said it was “irresponsible for media to message that the Mayor is absent for an
announcement like this.”
 
Elsbury said the “recent adoption” of masks had no bearing on the RNC, “months away.”
 
While other cities, even as close as St. Augustine, issued orders previously, Mayor Curry stressed
voluntary mask usage. Now, said Kimbleton, “masks in public places” will be required.
 
The willingness to impose a mask ban came after weeks of resistance from not just the city, but Gov.
Ron DeSantis, who has said he believes mask bans are unenforceable and counterproductive.
 
 
However, Monday saw Gov. DeSantis issue a bland endorsement of the city’s decision.
 
Hospital capacity is still robust, claim city officials, but that clearly needed to be protected. Expect
more testing throughout the city also. To take the burden off of Lot J, the former federal site now
run by the state, Lot J’s testing site will be relocated.
 
Mobile testing at the beaches will be phased in, as well as more hub testing at six “hard locations.”
 
Elsewhere, 128 COVID-19 positive patients are in Duval County’s jail, down from 178, with testing







and quarantining now part of the booking process. Additionally, some non-violent inmates may be
released, including via sentence modification, to try to cut down jail exposure.
 
70 correctional officers have been quarantined, with 19 testing positive, said Sheriff Mike Williams.
 
 
South Florida Closing Beaches For Fourth Of July
Date Collected Jun 29, 2020 2:05 PM EDT
Category National
Source Forbes.com
Author Nicholas Reimann
Market United States
Language English
 
Beaches in much of south Florida will close for the Fourth of July weekend, with the Florida Keys the
latest to announce a planned closure, as the state deals with a massive coronavirus spike that has hit
southern parts especially hard.
 
Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach counties have all announced beaches will be closed for the
Fourth of July weekend, and will reopen some time next week.
 
The Florida Keys, including Key West, joined them Monday, after reporting a record number of new
coronavirus cases.
 
The southern part of Florida has been the hardest hit by the coronavirus pandemic in the state,
though cases are now quickly on the rise in central Florida and the Jacksonville area.
 
Florida has dealt with a well-publicized coronavirus spike recently, setting single-day records that
included an unprecedented 9,585 new cases reported on Saturday alone.
 
Despite having one of the most aggressive reopenings in the country and for a long time showing no
signs of rolling back, at one point saying “we’re not shutting down," Gov. Ron DeSantis on Friday
ordered bars to once again close in Florida amid the coronavirus spike.
 
Counties in south Florida, which include the city of Miami, have been exempted from moving
forward at the same pace as the rest of the state’s reopening efforts due to the outsized impact
coronavirus has had there compared with the rest of Florida.
 
Counties in south Florida, which include the city of Miami, have been exempted from moving
forward at the same pace as the rest of the state’s reopening efforts due to the outsized impact
coronavirus has had there compared with the rest of Florida.
 
The city of Jacksonville announced Monday a mandatory mask mandate would go into effect after a
rise in coronavirus cases there. The city plans to host the marquee events of the Republican National
Convention, including President Donald Trump’s official acceptance of the party’s nomination, in
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August. Trump asked for the events to be moved from their original venue in Charlotte, North
Carolina, because he wanted to escape social distancing and mask-wearing requirements.
 
 
‘We have to do what’s right:’ Seminole County leaders urge residents to take action against the
spread of COVID-19
Date Collected Jun 29, 2020 3:40 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Click Orlando
Market Orlando, FL
Language English
 
Seminole County officials and local hospital leaders met Monday to provide an update on the COVID-
19 pandemic in the region.
 
Leaders took a serious tone and told residents that even though the pandemic has caused lifestyle
shifts, having to stay home to prevent the spread of COVID-19 is nothing compared to the disastrous
outcome should the state continue on its upward trajectory of cases.
 
“At one point here in Seminole County, we did flatten the curve… we were successful in doing that,”
Jay Zembower, Board of County Commissioners Chairman, said. “Then what happened? We opened
the economy back up. People went back to work, people were staying home… now we’re reopened
people have been locked up for months, our young people have not been able to get out and
socialize like they’ve wanted to. Even our elderly have not been able to get out and socialize. Now,
behold we have opened, we see the numbers starting to climb. And not only climb but here in
Seminole County, as well as many of the other central Florida counties, it is climbed extremely high.”
 
Zembower said that while cases remain high, closing the economy once again is not an option.
 
“We have an obligation to our fellow man, and to ensure that we’re able to maintain an economic
drive that, hopefully, will remain open and hopefully continue to generate jobs. So we continue to
work because if we don’t, there’s no telling (where) we may end up and I don’t think any of us want
to be there,” Zembower said.
 
The chairman also urged county residents to take the coronavirus pandemic seriously, despite some
critics who believe the pandemic is rooted in policy.
 
“A lot of people think this is politically driven. A lot of people believe that this is some kind of
conspiracy. They think it’s the flu. I’m telling you it is not the flu. It is not a conspiracy theory and it is
not politically driven,” Zembower said. “We have to pay attention. We have to do what’s right.”
 
Donna Walsh, Florida Department of Health in Seminole Health Officer, said the current numbers of
infection in the county is cause for worry.
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As in much of Central Florida and across the state, a high percentage of newly reported cases of
COVID-19 are in younger demographics.
 
“We certainly are seeing a shift in the ages of folks who are becoming positive, but that doesn’t
mean that the other age groups are exempt, no doubt, because we’re seeing it throughout,” Walsh
said. “Just in our 20-year-olds to 29-year-olds about 34% of our cases, in our 30-year-olds 16% of our
cases. So about 50% just in the 20 and 30-year-olds, if you add the 40-year-olds it’s about 63% of our
cases to date.”
 
Dr. Timothy Hendrix, Medical Director for AdventHealth CentraCare, said that his hospital has seen a
marked rise in COVID-19 patients, especially in younger demographics.
 
“We have seen a steady increase in the number of patients coming into our facilities and hospitals
since Memorial Day when people started getting out and socializing and spreading the virus. We’ve
seen predominantly in younger people initially at Centra Care. We had a large number of young
people coming in, college-age that, were testing positive after Memorial Day, and that’s gradually
transitioned as we’ve seen it become an older age group,” Hendrix said. “And to my fear, we have
seen a similar increase now not just in young people but in hospitalizations. So we’re seeing people
in the hospital as a result of this increase, so just the fact that we’re seeing more cases, we are
testing more people, we are having a higher percentage of those tests come back positive.”
 
Seminole County leaders announced they would be instituting the mandatory use of facial coverings
for anyone going out in public in Seminole County - a measure Hendrix said is absolutely necessary in
curbing the spread of COVID-19.
 
“This is the single best way we can prevent transmission. I myself have no symptoms right now, but
in a matter of two days, I could wake up with a fever,” Hendrix said. “That means, anybody within six
feet around me could be at risk, because I could be transmitting asymptomatically. So that’s why it’s
so important to wear these masks because we wear the masks so I can protect you, because I care
about you. I care about myself, preventing transmission but also, I don’t know if I’m developing
symptoms. I want to protect you, I want to protect the community I live in.”
 
Zembower took a firm tone when asked about residents who may refuse to wear a mask and said
that compliance is not optional.
 
“I have a core belief, your rights end where they infringe upon mine,” Zembower said. “And that’s
the reality. The reality is we owe it to our brothers and sisters in this community. We all have rights.
But please don’t go off on a political tangent that you don’t have to wear a mask and you know just
because it’s self-serving to do what’s right. I mean, that’s all we’re really asking to do what’s right we
really don’t want to penalize anybody. We don’t really want to go down that road, and for the most
part, 99.9% of the people in this in this county will do what’s right.”
 
Walsh echoed that to curb the spread of COVID-19, it will take the effort of all members within the
Seminole County community.
 







“I encourage you to continue to protect each other. They know that this is serious. It’s growing,
unfortunately, but as we have said from the very beginning, together, we can get through this and
we just need everybody’s help,” Walsh said.
 
As of Monday, the FDOH reported 2,477 total cases of COVID-1 in Seminole County since the
pandemic first hit the state on March 1, as well as a total of 16 deaths and 162 hospitalizations.
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Bay News 9 Your Evening News at 8
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WESH 2 News on CW 18 at 8am
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Print
 
VP Mike Pence to visit Florida as COVID-19 cases in the state rise
Date Collected Jul 1, 2020 8:17 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Click Orlando
Market Orlando, FL
Language English
 
Vice President Mike Pence will travel to Tampa on Thursday and meet with Gov. Ron DeSantis to
discuss Florida’s effort in limiting the spread of COVID-19.
 
As of July 1, the department of health has reported more than 158,000 cases of COVID-19 in the
state.
 
The DOH said more than 14,800 people have been hospitalized with COVID-19 and the state has
reported 3,650 COVID-19 deaths.
 
More than 49,000 people have tested positive for coronavirus in the past seven days, according to
the DOH.
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Bars that also serve food can reopen under amended emergency order
Date Collected Jul 1, 2020 7:57 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Ocala News
Author Larry D. Croom
Market Ocala, FL
Language English
 
Bars that also serve food are preparing to open back up thanks to an amended emergency order that
was filed Wednesday.
 
The order allows vendors who are licensed to sell both alcohol and food to remain open as
restaurants with 50 percent capacity and proper social distancing and sanitizing measures in place.
That means those businesses can serve food and alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption
to customers seated at tables or bar counters.
The order follows one last Friday that effectively closed bars for a second time amid the COVID-19
pandemic. That mandate came after COVID-19 testing showed the majority of new patients are
younger asymptomatic adults, many of whom have ignored social distancing guidelines while going
out in large groups, Gov. Ron DeSantis said.
 
The new order, signed by Halsey Beshears, secretary of the Florida Department of Business and
Professional Regulation, continues to forbid bars and nightclubs from selling alcohol to patrons for
on-site consumption. But it makes a huge difference for businesses like Bank Street Patio Bar and
The Lodge Ocala, which had been forced to close under the initial order.
 
On Saturday, a post on Facebook showed the frustration the owners of Bank Street Patio Bar were
facing.
 
“We have always considered ourselves to be a restaurant and through all of this we have complied
diligently with social distancing standards imposed on restaurants,” the post read. “However, the
state came in and deemed us a ‘bar’ based on their arbitrary metrics. Unfortunately, that forced us
to close for now or risk license suspension or revocation. We are deeply saddened by this and are
doing what we can to understand and sort this out so we can continue to serve our community.”
 
On Monday, The Lodge posted a similar Facebook message.
 
“We asked if we could just keep our kitchen open and serve no alcohol to at least help our staff and
they said we would have to close down completely and if were to do any sales, it can only be to go
only,” the post reads. “Therefore we are trying to figure out a to-go option to offer, but in the
meantime, we will continue to work with the state to try to get through these times and hopefully
reopen in a timely manner when we are allowed to do so.”
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A Facebook post from Ocala Mayor Kent Guinn, who in May said his city’s police officers wouldn’t
enforce rules for businesses to remain open during the Coronavirus pandemic, said it wasn’t the
responsibility of his officers to monitor the closing of bars. He also said he had spoken to the
“General Counsel” of the Florida Department of Business and Regulation and “restaurant owners will
be pleasantly surprised tomorrow.”
 
 
 
Health policy expert applauds Florida's decision to give more COVID-19 case data
Date Collected Jul 1, 2020 7:32 PM EDT
Category Local
Source 10connects.com
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
Data is crucial to helping community leaders make decisions.
 
But the Florida Department of Health has not been reporting how many people are currently being
treated in the hospital in each county, only the total number during the pandemic.
 
DOH also doesn't report on patients in the hospital who are visiting from out of state.
 
While county leaders across Florida have been getting a rundown from their local health
department, the same information has not been made available on the state's COVID-19 Data and
Surveillance Dashboard.
 
Now a spokesperson for the governor’s office says the state will provide more specific information
going forward.
 
The Deputy Director at the Duke Margolis Center for Health Policy Marta Wosinska says she
applauds the change to reporting this key matrix.
 
“Where hospitalizations are heading and the trends for hospitalizations is a really important measure
in addition to positivity rate so kudos to Florida for reporting it,” Wosinska said.
 
There are two other states that have not been reporting the numbers of patients currently in the
hospital-- Idaho and Kansas.
 
Both of those states have fewer patients in the ICU than here in Florida according to a map from
covidexitstrategy.org.
 
 
 
Coronavirus: More testing sites coming in weeks, Curry says
Date Collected Jul 1, 2020 7:13 PM EDT
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Category Local
Source Florida Times-Union
Author Steve Patterson
Market Jacksonville, FL
Language English
 
Jacksonville’s testing for coronavirus exposure will grow through “the next few weeks” as the city
opens new sites to handle mounting demand, Mayor Lenny Curry told City Council members
Wednesday.
 
About 105,000 tests have been performed around Duval County since the pandemic emerged in
March, but huge lines at the city’s current testing sites have underscored the need for easier access.
 
Six new sites are planned, Curry said, including locations in Mandarin, the Westside and the Beaches
as well as mobile locations.
 
The mayor talked for only a few minutes during a Zoom meeting before handing off the discussion to
members of his administration. While the meeting continued, he returned to a family vacation that
had been planned before members of his staff announced on his behalf this week a requirement for
people to wear face masks in public settings.
 
The mask order drew both praise and criticism from members during the council’s first public
exchanges about a requirement that was imposed to curb record numbers of new positive tests.
 
“I just think this is a huge government overreach,” Councilman Danny Becton said, suggesting that
masks could harm some people by capturing carbon dioxide that would otherwise be exhaled. At a
minimum, he said, the order won’t do much to benefit most residents, who he said are already
practicing social distancing to try to slow the spread of the virus that causes COVID-19.
 
That view met pushback from members including Councilman Sam Newby, who was hospitalized this
spring after contracting the disease.
 
“We weren’t wearing masks,” Newby said of his exposure early in the pandemic. “I can guarantee
you that I wish had a mask on, and I wish the person who gave it to me had a mask on.”
 
Councilman Al Ferraro said constituents have called him with complaints about the requirement, but
he those have been outweighed by his concern for people who are medically vulnerable, including
his wife.
 
“Sometimes, we have to make decisions based on what’s good for as many people, as possible,”
Ferraro said.
 
Curry’s chief administrative officer, Brian Hughes, told council members the face mask order was
made after the percentage of people testing positive for the virus rose following weeks of very low
numbers.
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He said the increase brought cumulative levels close to where they have been in the springtime,
when Curry imposed restrictions on business operations in hopes of stemming the virus’s spread.
 
There have been 6,480 coronavirus cases in Duval County, the Florida Department of Health said in a
daily update Wednesday that reported. Three new deaths were reported Wednesday in Duval
County, bringing Northeast Florida’s total to 119.
 
 
Another 6,563 positive tests for the coronavirus were added to Florida’s pandemic total on
Wednesday, including 267 in Duval County. Total cases in Putnam and Baker counties both increased
by more than 10 percent in a single day. The new count raised the statewide total to 158,997 cases.
 
The mayor’s talk with council members happened a little after Nassau County commissioners
extended a local state of emergency for another seven days and talked about a mask order without
voting on one.
 
The five-member board wore their own as they gathered in a meeting room with clear barriers
erected between each commissioner.
 
County Manager Michael Mullin said he will take what he heard from the commission and draw up a
draft executive order. He said he will also work with officials in Fernandina Beach, Hilliard and
Callahan to ensure “we are in synch” on a proposal strongly encouraging mask use and implement it
if the commissioners have no issues.
 
“If it gets to the point where people are totally ignoring it, then the sheriff and the chief of police are
going to have to make that decision as to how they are going to have to enforce the emergency
order,” Mullin said.
 
During the Jacksonville council meeting, Curry told members that hospitals in town are not being
excessively strained by coronavirus cases, saying there was “plenty of capacity.”
 
A tracking chart prepared through the city’s emergency preparedness office said that as of Tuesday
the nine hospitals in Duval County were operating at about 80 percent capacity, with about 600 beds
still vacant.
 
Confirmed coronavirus patients accounted for 213 of the beds in use, the chart said. Hospital
intensive care units were around 73 percent of their capacity, the chart said, with 121 beds still
available.
 
 
 
Ahead of July Fourth health officials warn not to repeat Memorial Day amid COVID-19 spike
Date Collected Jul 1, 2020 7:13 PM EDT
Category Local
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Source Click Orlando
Market Orlando, FL
Language English
 
Despite most organized fireworks shows being called off due to the coronavirus pandemic Florida
doctors are warning people to avoid large gatherings this weekend for the Fourth of July holiday.
 
This warning comes as Florida reported more new infections than any other state in the country on
Wednesday. While many people who become infected display minimal or no symptoms, the state
reported hundreds of new hospitalizations this week for more serious cases of the illness. More than
320 people in Orange County are hospitalized with COVID-19, currently.
 
Health officer for Orange County Dr. Raul Pino, with the Florida Department of Health, said currently
wearing a face mask and social distancing are the only tools we have against the virus short of a cure
or a vaccine, which is still months away.
 
COVID-19 has a up to a two-week incubation period meaning new positive cases can take up to 14-
days for symptoms. Florida began seeing a large increase in cases about 14 days after the Memorial
Day holiday, during which large gatherings were reported all over the country as well as in Central
Florida.
 
“The Fourth of July weekend is coming, and I just hope that we have learned from Memorial Day,”
Pino said.
 
Orange County is about two weeks into a mandate requiring residents to wear a face mask while in
public. Even with 560 new cases reported from Tuesday, Pino said the people have been wearing
their masks and the effort is starting to pay off even if just by a fraction.
 
“Now we have seen 72 hours of lower rates and coincidentally it marks the seventh, eighth and nine
days of the ordinance for face mask wearing in the county,” Pino said. “I would like to thank all our
population for taking in our suggestions and the ordinance, of wearing face masks.”
 
Earlier in the day, Black communities leaders gathered on the steps of Orlando city hall to announce
a new campaign to encourage African American and Hispanic communities to wear face masks.
 
Widespread testing continues across the state and according to Orange County Mayor Jerry
Demings, the state-run COVID-19 testing site at the Orange County Convention Center is the busiest
in all of Florida. More than 50,000 people have been tested at the regional testing location.
 
New mobile testing sites will open in Orlando following the Fourth of July holiday next week,
including at Camping World Stadium. Testing is free and open to everyone but appointments are
required. A testing site at Barnett Park will also open next week. Information about making an
appointment is available at OCFL.org/coronavirus.
 
Demings also stressed caution ahead of the holiday weekend. He asked everyone wash their hands
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or use hand sanitizer, wear a mask and watch their distance from others.
 
Those steps are “going to become really important as we approach the end of Independence Day
weekend ... for us to adhere to those guidelines,” the mayor said. “We know that this works.”
 
 
 
Miami-Dade Mayor Imposes Mandatory Mask Order
Date Collected Jul 1, 2020 7:02 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Patch
Market Tallahassee, FL
Language English
 
Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Gimenez said he will sign an order Wednesday night requiring face
coverings in all indoor and outdoor public spaces as Florida's most populous county reported its
1,000th death from the coronavirus earlier in the day.
 
"After consulting with the CEOs of South Florida hospitals and Florida Agency for Health Care
Administration Secretary Mary Mayhew this afternoon, I have decided to issue an emergency order
requiring masks in all public spaces inside and outdoors throughout Miami-Dade County," Gimenez
said in a statement Wednesday night.
 
Florida health officials reported 6,563 new cases of the coronavirus Wednesday as the total cases
rose to 158,997 from 152,434 cases over the previous 24-hour period. See Florida Coronavirus
Update: 6,563 New Cases
 
The Miami-Dade mayor hinted neighboring Broward County is likely to adopt a similar mask order
though it was not immediately clear when that would happen. Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm
Beach counties all have announced beach closures over the Fourth of July weekend to stem the
rising tide of coronvirus cases.
 
"I also spoke with Broward County officials, to ensure we take a regional approach to tamp down the
rising number of COVID-19 cases and avoid stretching some smaller hospitals' ability to have
sufficient staffing in the event of too many cases overwhelming the region's health care system,"
Gimenez said. "After speaking with Broward County Administrator Bertha Henry, we agreed that a
blanket facial coverings order is needed at this time."
 
Gimenez said hospital leaders in the virtual meeting included the CEOs from Jackson Health, U-
Health, Mount Sinai, Baptist, HCA and Tenet health systems. Also participating in the call were
hospital officials from Broward and Palm Beach counties.
 
"I will be signing the order later tonight," Gimenez said. "It will continue to require masks indoors in
public spaces, such as office buildings, stores and all businesses, as required by Order 20-20, which I
signed on April 9. The amendment to this order that I plan to sign will expand on the use of masks
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outdoors, which have been required when social distancing of 6 feet is not possible."
 
The mayor said the order will require masks to be worn outdoors with few exceptions.
 
"The exclusions to the use of masks apply only to those with respiratory conditions that make it
difficult to cover their mouth and nose, people doing strenuous activities, such as jogging, and
children under the age of 2, as recommended by the Centers for Disease Control," Gimenez said.
 
The cities of Miami and Miami Beach, which are also in Miami-Dade, imposed similar requirements
in recent days.
 
"Although the masks haven't been required in unincorporated areas of the county because there is
more open space, I have made the decision to now require facial coverings countywide in an effort
to help our hospitals operate with sufficient staffing to care for all patients," the mayor said.
 
Dr. Glenn Morris, director of the emerging pathogen institute at the University of Florida, appeared
on a video with Miami Beach Mayor Dan Gelber earlier this week to make the medical case for
masks.
 
"It's critically important in closed spaces or crowds, inside stores, inside businesses, but outside as
well," the doctor said. "There are times that social distancing is not possible, and wearing a mask
outside further reduces the chances of virus transmission."
 
Morris said face shields alone are not as good as wearing a mask but better than nothing. The doctor
said he was not certain the mask order alone would be sufficient to stem the rising tide of new cases
though he called it a "critical element."
 
Mayor Gimenez threatened to roll back some of the openings that have taken place in the county
since May. He also said Miami-Dade police would shut down businesses that fail to comply with
social distancing rules over the holiday weekend..
 
"If people continue to flaunt the rules, we will be forced to close nonessential businesses and all
other activities that we began opening up in May," Gimenez warned. "Please, follow the rules. Do it
for your family, your friends, your community — if not for yourself. This pandemic has no borders
and no age limits. It is attacking younger people who are ending up in the hospital."
 
 
 
6,563 new infections for stateCOVID-19 also linked to 46 more Fla. deathsCoronavirus
Date Collected Jul 2, 2020 8:16 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Sun-Sentinel (Fort Lauderdale)
Author Marc Freeman; Staff writer Angie DiMichele contributed.
Market United States
Language English
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The latest batch of coronavirus test results released Wednesday confirmed that Florida is still in the
thick of fast-spreading infections.
 
For the past week, it's been a story of record-high cases, government-imposed shutdowns, and
urgent pleas for people to wear facial coverings. Florida's emergency management director on
Tuesday tweeted one word 40 times in all-capital letters: "MASKS."
 
The reason is clear: Health officials report the state logged 6,563 new coronavirus cases on
Wednesday, which is a bigger figure than each of the past two days.
 
It's not an all-time record for Florida, but it's close enough. Throughout the pandemic there have
been only three other days with as many more people testing positive, all in the past week. The
record is 9,585 cases on Saturday, followed by 8,942 on Friday, and 8,530 on Sunday.
 
The Department of Health also reported 46 additional deaths linked to COVID-19, for a new total of
3,650 fatalities.
 
Therecord-high daily case totals forced state and local officials to stop bars from serving alcohol,
beef up enforcement of business capacity rules, and close beaches over the upcoming holiday
weekend.
 
"For the Fourth of July, I'm more concerned about, you know, people crowding into the A/C and
having private parties and things like that where you are real close," Gov. Ron DeSantis said during a
news conference Wednesday in Daytona Beach. "The virus likes that kind of an environment better."
 
South Florida
 
Over the past 24 hours, Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach counties counted 1,969 new cases, or
30% of the statewide total for the day. The three big South Florida counties hold 29% of Florida's
population.
 
Breaking the numbers down further:
 
Broward County: 531 new cases were reported Wednesday, bringing the total to 16,155 to date. A
total of 407 people have died, two more since Tuesday's report.
 
Palm Beach County: 297 new cases were reported, bringing the total to 14,447. A total of 525
people have died, two more since Tuesday.
 
Miami-Dade County: 1,141 new cases, bringing the total to 37,961. A total of 1,015 people have
died, which is nine more than Tuesday. Miami-Dade has 13% of the state's population but 23.9% of
the coronavirus cases and 27.8% of the deaths.
 
Beginning Thursday, all Miami-Dade restaurants with more than eight seats must close their on-site







dining areas from 12:01 a.m. to 6 a.m. daily until further notice.
 
"Too many people were crowding into restaurants late at night, turning these establishments into
breeding grounds for this deadly virus," Mayor Carlos Gimenez said.
 
A new forecast model by the PolicyLab at Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, which studies COVID-19
cases across the United States, predicts that by July 22, there will be more than 1,000 cases a day in
Palm Beach County and more than 2,500 cases a day in Broward.
 
Testing trends
 
Florida officials reported a total of almost 1.99 million people have been tested for COVID-19 since
the pandemic began. About 8% of the tests have been positive, so at least 158,997 people have
been diagnosed with the disease.
 
The rate is higher in South Florida, where about 10% of people tested have been diagnosed with the
disease in Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach counties, according to the data. The region
accounts for 43.1% of all cases in the state, with a total of 68,563 so far.
 
Public health experts say the surge of new cases is only partly because the state is testing more
people. The percentage of positive tests for each day has been rising in recent weeks, an indication
the virus is spreading throughout many communities.
 
In the latest results, received by the state on Tuesday and reported Wednesday, 18.5% of the 35,405
people swabbed statewide tested positive.
 
That's much higher than four weeks ago, when the outbreak began getting worse. On June 3, 4.2%
of the 31,154 people tested were positive for infections.
 
Deaths
 
Statewide: The official COVID-19 death total for Florida on Wednesday includes 3,550 residents and
100 people who are from outside the state.
 
Senior care: At least 1,867 of the state's coronavirus-related deaths (51.2%) have occurred in nursing
homes and long-term care facilities; that's an increase of 143 over the past week. And, 13,683 cases
have occurred among residents and staff.
 
Hospitalizations
 
Statewide: A total of 15,125 people have been treated in Florida hospitals for COVID-19 since the
start of the pandemic, an increase of 246 people since Tuesday. The number of available hospital
beds has been declining in recent weeks, records show.
 
South Florida: Broward, Palm Beach and Miami-Dade counties have had 7,966 residents hospitalized,







99 more than 24 hours earlier.
 
 
 
Broward County orders restaurants to limit on-site dining hours
Date Collected Jul 2, 2020 7:47 AM EDT
Category Local
Source South Florida Business Journal
Author Emon Reiser
Market Fort Lauderdale, FL
Language English
 
Broward County officials late Wednesday issued an order barring restaurants from serving food or
alcohol to on-site diners from midnight until 5 a.m. daily. Take out, delivery, drive-thru, and pickup
orders can still be fulfilled during the timeframe under new restrictions.
 
“This action is unfortunately necessary to slow the spread of Covid-19 cases. The safety of all
residents and visitors to Broward County is utmost on our minds and it's important that everyone
follow these requirements. We're hopeful that these additional, responsible measures will add an
extra layer of protection for our residents and visitors," Deputy County Administrator Monica Cepero
said.
 
The county urged residents to limit social gatherings to 10 people or less and to wear face masks
while in public ahead of July Fourth weekend.
 
Of the more than 158,000 Covid-19 cases recorded in Florida, 15,833 Broward County residents
have tested positive for the virus. There have been 2,053 hospitalizations and 385 deaths in the
county due to the virus, according to the latest data from the Florida Department of Health.
 
Broward's order follows a similar measure in Miami-Dade County, which remains the state's hotspot
for Covid-19 cases.
 
 
 
Which Florida beaches are open for Independence Day Weekend? Which are closed?
Date Collected Jul 2, 2020 7:06 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Author Jacob Ogles
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
While Florida leaders caught flak for leaving many beaches open during Spring Break, the COVID-19
pandemic eventually led nearly every coastal government in Florida to quarantine the dunes. But
with cases surging and Independence Day Weekend on the way, many jurisdictions have announced
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temporary closures for the weekend.
 
Most communities have reopened their shores, but a variety of restrictions exist in localities across
the state. So where can you find a slice of sand and how are officials keeping you safe?
 
Florida Politics is maintaining a running compilation of local beach closures. Communities with beach
closures for Independence Day have been moved to the top of the list.
 
Holiday Weekend Closings
Broward County
 
The long-awaited reopening of Broward beaches was put off until after Memorial Day weekend. But
the beaches will close for Independence Day weekend, from July 3 through July 5.
 
 
Collier County (restricted hours)
 
County Commissioners voted to restrict hours from July 3 through July 7. Beaches during that span
will only be open from 7 to 11 a.m., then again from 5 p.m. until dusk on those days, NBC-2 reports.
 
Martin County
 
The county will fully close beaches for the Independence Day weekend, beginning at 6 p.m. July 2,
Florida Today reports. The beaches will reopen July 6 at 6 a.m.
 
Miami-Dade County
 
 
Miami-Dade officials reopened beaches on June 10, the last Florida county to do so since the
beginning of the pandemic. But Mayor Carlos Giménez said because of a spike in cases afterward, he
will close down the beaches for Independence Day weekend, from July 3-7.
 
Monroe County
Monroe County Commissioners voted to close the beaches for Independence Day weekend, from
July 2 at 5 p.m. until the morning of July 7, CBS 12 reports.
 
Palm Beach County
 
Mayor Dave Kerner announced beaches will be closed from July 3 through 5 to stop a holiday
weekend rush, WPTV reports.
 
Longboat Key (Manatee and Sarasota counties)
 
Longboat Key officials on June 29 closed parking lots for beaches because of a surge in cases, ABC
Action News reports.







 
Vero Beach (Indian River County)
 
From 1 a.m. July 3 until 10 p.m. July 5, only residents of the city and county will be able to access city
beaches, Florida Today reports.
 
____
 
Big Bend
Dixie County: Beaches open
 
There have been no park or beach closures announced at Visit Dixie County or the county
government website, nor have the beaches been closed at any point in the pandemic thus far.
 
Franklin County: Beaches open
 
County officials fully reopened all beaches to the public as of noon on May 15, WTXL reports. The
beaches, beginning May 4, had opened for limited hours, according to the Tallahassee Democrat.
The public will be able to access beaches from 6 to 9 a.m. and from 5 to 8 p.m. County
Commissioners previously closed all beaches in the county as of March 27.
 
Levy County: Beaches open
 
There’s no complete shutdown of recreational facilities listed on the county website. The popular
destination Cedar Key had restricted travel only to residents and those with prior reservations. Those
restrictions were in place from March 25 to May 4.
 
Taylor County: Beaches open
 
The county opened boat ramps on May 7 and opened parks with limited parking. Officials say
parking lots at Keaton Beach are now fully open but roadside parking is still restricted. County
Commissioners had previously closed county parks and beaches effective March 27. The county later
closed all but the Keaton Beach boat ramp, which for a period was only open for commercial
fishermen, according to the county.
 
Wakulla County: Beaches open
 
County Commissioner Ralph Thomas announced Shell Point Beach and Mashes Sands Beach are
open for all uses, WCTV reports. The beaches had been closed since sunset March 23, according to
Visit Wakulla.
 
Central Florida
Brevard County: Beaches open
 
County officials as of May 1 opened beaches and public parking lots for beaches, according to Visit







Space Coast. Cocoa Beach, Satellite Beach, Indialantic and Indian Harbour Beach voted to open their
beaches to sunbathing while restricting gatherings to no more than five people, according to Florida
Today. Alcohol is banned on Coca Beach, where officials are cracking down on littering as well.
Melbourne Beach has reopened to limited use for residents only. But parking in cities remains closed
and many businesses are towing beach-goers parked on private property. Cape Canaveral beaches
are open for walking, jogging, biking, fishing, surfing and swimming.
 
Indian River Beach County: Beaches open
 
The guarded beaches in the county — Vero Beach, Golden Sands, Wabasso Beach, Tracking Station
Beach, Round Island Beach and Indian River Shores — fully opened as of May 5, reports TC Palm. But
for Independence Day weekend, beaches will only be open to residents from 1 a.m. July 3 until July 5
at 10 p.m., Florida Today reports. The beaches previously opened with limited uses on April 28 from
sunrise to sunset, Florida Today reports. Previously, officials announced beaches in the county and
Vero Beach were closed starting March 23.
 
Volusia County: Beaches open
 
County officials announced that as of April 25 all beaches in the county, including the popular spring
break destination of Daytona Beach, are now available to use. Beginning on May 2, all beaches fully
opened, with social distancing enforced. On Memorial Day weekend, crowds led the Volusia County
Sheriff’s Office to temporarily close down the beach and bridges leading to crowded areas, Spectrum
News 13 reported. But that was in response to a specific event. Most recently, the beaches were
reopened to vehicles, WKMG reports. The beaches had been closed to all activity including
pedestrians walking, but county officials loosened restrictions to allow walking, jogging, biking,
fishing, surfing and swimming. Now sitting and sunbathing are allowed. Social distancing is still
encouraged.
 
Panhandle
Bay County: Beaches open
 
Bay County Commissioners voted to reopen beaches in unincorporated areas as of April 24 for a
transitional phase, according to WJHG-TV. As of May 2, the beaches were open with no local
restrictions. The Panama Beach City Council voted to fully open its beaches the same day.
Meanwhile, the Mexico Beach City Council voted to reopen the beaches for limited hours and
activities, according to the Northwest Daily News. That beach remains open only from 6 to 9 a.m.
and from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., and the city now allows beach chairs and other items, but parking lots
are still closed.
 
Escambia County: Beaches open
 
Pensacola Beach and other local beaches reopened as of May 1, reports the Pensacola News Journal.
Public restrooms and an area under the pier will remain closed. County Commissioners previously
voted to close Pensacola Beach and Perdido Key Beach, according to the Pensacola News Journal.
 







Gulf County: Beaches open
 
County Commissioners fully opened beaches May 1, WJHG reports. The county previously voted
April 21 to reopen beaches for limited time periods, WMBB reports.
 
Okaloosa County: Beaches open
 
County commissioners fully opened all county beaches May 6, the Northwest Florida Daily News
reports. County beaches opened for recreational use starting May 1, the Pensacola News Journal
previously reported, with limited hours. Commissioners said social distancing measures are still in
place.
 
Santa Rosa County: Beaches open
 
County commissioners fully opened Navarre Beach and the fishing pier there without restrictions
May 6, reports the Pensacola News Journal. County beaches opened for for recreational use May 1
with limited hours, but law enforcement said beach-goers have practiced responsible social
distancing. The beach had previously been closed since March 21.
 
Walton County: Most beaches open
 
All public beaches in the county reopened on May 1. Initially, only limited activity was allowed,
according to the Northwest Florida Daily News. As on May 12, county commissioners allowed all
beach vendors to return to work and for more lounging on the beach. Walton County’s previous
beach closure withstood a test in court. A notable exception, military leaders closed the Eglin East
Pass Beach Area. The 96th Test Wing Commander, Brig. Gen. Scott Cain ordered the area closed due
to increased activity leading to unsafe conditions, unauthorized commercial activities on federal
property, and to protect the Eglin range, a national asset, according to a press release from Eglin.
That closure became effective May 8.
 
Northeast Florida
Duval County: Beaches open
 
All restrictions on beach use were formally lifted in the county May 6, according to The Florida
Times-Union. Mayor Lenny Curry had previously ordered all beaches closed indefinitely starting on
March 20, according to the Jacksonville Daily Record. Beaches began to reopen on April 18 with
social distancing enforced. Activities were initially limited to walking, biking, hiking, fishing, running,
swimming, taking care of pets and surfing. Beaches opened for limited times starting May 4, The
Florida Times-Union reports.
 
Flagler County: Beaches open
 
County officials announced on April 21 all beaches would open for “physical and mental health
activities.” As of April 29, all restrictions of activities on the beach were lifted, but social distancing
recommendations remain in effect.







 
Nassau County: Beaches open with restrictions
 
County officials opened beaches on May 1 from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. according, to Action News Jax. Most
recently, the county said residents and activity military could once again drive on the beaches. The
Sheriff’s Office previously announced the closure of all beaches in the county as of March 22,
according to News4Jax. City officials have now reopened Fernandina Beach with identical restrictions
to those on county beaches, according to the Amelia Island Tourism Development Council.
 
St. Johns County: Beaches open
 
St. Johns County beaches fully reopened on May 4, according to The St. Augustine Record. After a
viral photo seriously shamed St. Johns County, officials closed beaches effective March 29.
 
South Florida
Broward County: Beaches open with restrictions, closing for holiday weekend
 
Broward County officials reopened beached on May 26 with restrictions, according to Local 10 News.
The long-awaited reopening was put off until after Memorial Day weekend. But the beaches will
close for Independence Day weekend, from July 3 through July 5. There is no sunbathing or lounging
allowed right now and law enforcement will break up gatherings of more than 10 people. County
Administrator Bertha Henry previously set May 26 as a target date to up beaches, the South Florida
Sun-Sentinel reports. The Hollywood Broadwalk opened to walk from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. May 13,
reports Local 10. Municipal leaders in seven cities, including Fort Lauderdale and Hollywood,
expressed a desire to open beaches as of May 26, but County Mayor Dale Holness stressed it makes
sense to coordinate with Miami-Dade, The Miami Herald reports. Deerfield, Lauderdale-by-the-Sea
and Pompano Beach all closed beaches starting March 18, according to Local 10 News. Gov. Ron
DeSantis ordered the rest of the beaches in the county closed as of March 20.
 
Miami-Dade County: Beaches open with restrictions, closing for holiday
 
Miami-Dade officials reopened beaches on June 10, the last Florida city to do so since the beginning
of the pandemic. But County Mayor Carlos Giménez said because of a spike in cases afterward, he
will close the beaches for Independence Day weekend, from July 3-7. When the beaches are open,
it’s still with restrictions. Face coverings are required except for children under 2 and those engaged
in strenuous beach activity; masks will not be required while individuals are in the ocean. Social
distancing will be enforced and bathroom attendants will encourage sanitizing hands. County
officials originally planned to reopen beaches on June 1, but massive protests over George Floyd‘s
death forced Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Giminez to delay that move. The beaches will not reopen
until a nightly curfew lifts, which has yet to happen in the county. He said beaches will reopen when
a curfew tied to the protests lifts. When beaches reopen, there will be restrictions strictly enforced,
according to NBC-6 South Florida. Visitors can walk, jog, swim, surf, sunbathe, kayak and
paddleboard. The requirement doesn’t apply to children under the age of 2. Groups will be limited
to 10 people or less and social distancing will be required except for family members living in the
same home. Pets aren’t allowed, fishing will be confined to a few areas and there will be no sharing







of equipment. The city of Miami Beach previously announced it was targeting June 1 to reopen its
hotels and beaches, and county officials made clear mask requirements will remain, according to the
Miami Herald. The opening of South Florida’s most high-profile beach is expected to prompt other
beaches in the county to open as well. Giménez on March 19 ordered all beaches closed in the
community, the first South Florida jurisdiction to do so. Miami Beach falls within the city’s
jurisdiction.
 
Martin County: Beaches open
 
As of May 20, beaches in the county were open to the public, TC Palm reports. The county will fully
close beaches for the Independence Day weekend, beginning at 6 p.m. July 2, Florida Today reports.
The beaches will reopen July 6 at 6 a.m. The county initially reopened beaches on May 4 with
restrictions, but after seeing excessive crowds, access to the beaches was restricted to only county
residents as of May 14, WPBF reports. Individuals have to sit at least six feet apart with social
distancing enforced. Hobe Sound, which borders Palm Beach County, was initially left closed but was
reopened on May 20. However parking lots there remain restricted. County Commissioners have
considered limiting beach access to weekdays after seeing high Mother’s Day weekend traffic,
according to the Palm. County Commissioners previously closed all public county beaches as of
March 22, according to WPTV.
 
Monroe County: Beaches open, closing for holiday weekend
 
Key West city leaders on April 27 opened all parks and beaches, according to the Key West Citizen.
But Monroe County Commissioners have voted to close the beaches for Independence Day
weekend, from July 2 at 5 p.m. until the morning of July 7, CBS 12 reports. Through May few could
reach the Keys. County Commissioners starting imposed limitations beginning March 24 limiting
residents and workers access to the string of islands via U.S. 1; that restriction lifted on June 1. Gov.
Ron DeSantis on March 30 issued a safer at home order closing down all nonessential business in
South Florida counties until mid-April. County beaches never closed. However, Keys Weekly reports
some municipalities closed beaches under their jurisdiction. Marathon and Islamorada reopened
beaches on May 4.
 
Palm Beach County: Beaches open with restrictions, closing for holiday weekend
 
Mayor Dave Kerner announced beaches will be closed from July 3 through 5 to stop a holiday
weekend rush, WPTV reports. County Commissioners opened beaches on May 18, and ultimately
allowed all members of the public instead of limiting to county residents, 12 News reports. The
county is considering closing beaches for Independence Day weekend, the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel reports. Municipalities are allowed to decide if their own beaches remain closed. Palm
Beach town leaders will keep beaches closed until May 26. Boca Raton opened to pedestrian activity
only and left beachfront parks closed. Delray Beach also opened up, Local 10 reports. Riviera Beach
voted to reopen its beaches as of noon on May 19, The Palm Beach Post reports. Gov. Ron DeSantis
issued an executive order closing all Palm Beach beaches as of March 20, but left it to local
government when to reopen them. DeSantis has lifted a statewide stay-at-home order but it initially
remained in effect for three South Florida counties with the state’s highest numbers of infections.







After Palm Beach County leaders suggested the community may now be on the other side of the
curve, DeSantis agreed to allow Phase One reopening there as of May 11.
 
St. Lucie County: Beaches open
 
County Commissioners voted to reopen beaches beginning April 28, and lifted all temporary
restrictions on uses and activities as of May 7, reports TC Palm. County beaches closed March 23
after crowds failed to adhere to social distancing, TC Palm reports.
 
Southwest Florida
Charlotte County: Beaches open
 
Charlotte County Commissioners authorized county administration to reopen the beaches on April
27, according to County Commissioner Bill Truex. County beaches were closed in Charlotte County
since March 22, with deputies threatening $500 fines to those breaking the rules, according to NBC-
2.
 
Collier County: Beaches open with restrictions
 
County Commissioners voted to restrict hours from July 3 through July 7. Beaches during that span
will only be open from 7 to 11 a.m., then again from 5 p.m. until dusk on those days, NBC-2 reports.
County Commissioners previously voted to reopen its beaches beginning April 30, according to the
Naples Daily News. But after nearly two weeks fully open, commissioners limited weekend hours to
7 to 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. to sunset. Naples and Marco Island opened beaches in city jurisdiction as of
April 30, though the Naples Pier will remain closed, according to WINK News. Naples briefly closed
its beaches again because of overcrowding, the first Florida beach to close a second time after
reopening amid the pandemic. But the City Council on June 9 voted to reopen the beaches with
normal operating hours. As of May 11, the city beach has weekend restrictions on umbrellas, coolers
and tents, WTSP reports. The beach will be open sunrise to sunset during weekdays, but only from 7
to 11 a.m. and from 5 p.m. to sunset on weekends. The City of Naples closed its beaches as of March
18, and Collier County followed suit, closing its beaches on March 19, according to the Naples Daily
News.
 
Lee County: Beaches open
 
Lee County Commissioners voted to reopen beaches April 29 at sunrise. That includes parking lots
and with regular hours. Social distancing will be enforced. Sanibel officials have signaled they will
follow the county’s lead. The Town of Fort Myers Beach voted to reopen its beaches to the public
May 2, WINK News reports. Parking will remain closed and only essential activities such as running
and walking are permitted. Additionally, beachgoers must wear face masks. Fort Myers Beach
initially reopened only to residents of the town.
 
Manatee County: Beaches open, some local restrictions
 
The County Commission voted unanimously to open beaches in the county starting May 4. As of May







13, beaches were open from sunrise to 10 p.m., a two-hour limit on parking was lifted and parking
lots were fully reopened, WTSP reports. Beaches the prior nine days had opened with limited hours
and parking. Cities such as Anna Maria and Holmes Beach still can restrict parking. Longboat Key
officials on June 29 closed parking lots for beaches because of a surge in cases, ABC Action News
reports. County leaders previously closed down all beaches, including those on barrier islands like
Anna Maria Island, starting on March 20, reports the Sarasota Herald-Tribune. Vendors still cannot
operate on the beaches.
 
Sarasota County: Beaches open, some local restrictions
 
Sarasota County fully opened beaches, including parking, as of May 4, according to the Sarasota
Herald-Tribune. Social distancing and restrictions on groups of 10 or more are still enforced.
Longboat Key officials closed parking lots for beaches on June 29 because of a surge in cases, ABC
Action News reports. County Commissioners previously voted to open the beaches to essential
physical activity like walking, surfing and fishing starting April 27, but parking lots at the time
remained closed. Cities are still able to close beaches within their borders. Venice has the same
existing limitations as the county on Venice Beach. The City of Sarasota opened Lido Beach beginning
on May 19, and urged the use of face masks.
 
Tampa Bay
Citrus County: Beaches open
 
County Commissioners voted to reopen all beaches and parks beginning on May 1, reports The
Citrus Chronicle. That includes Fort Island Gulf and Hernando Beaches.
 
Hernando County: Beaches open
 
County Commissioners voted on April 28 to reopen all parks and beaches, reports the Tampa Bay
Times.
 
Hillsborough County: Most beaches open
 
Four beaches run by the city of Tampa were reopened May 4, including Ben T. Davis Beach, Cypress
Point Park, Davis Islands Seaplane Basin and Picnic Island Park. All beaches and parks in
unincorporated Hillsborough County, including Apollo Beach, remain closed except for walking trails.
The county beaches have been closed since March 28, according to WUSF.
 
Pasco County: Most Beaches open with restrictions
 
County officials opened most of its beaches and parks as of May 3, but only for limited activity like
jogging, the Tampa Bay Times reports. Officials had closed area beaches at four county-managed
parks as of March 20.
 
Pinellas County: Beaches open
 







County Commissioners voted to open beaches, with some restrictions, starting May 4 at 7 a.m. And
as of May 28, social distancing and other restrictions are no longer enforced. Visitors are now
allowed to bring chairs and sunbathe, but officials originally limited groups to no more than 10
people following reopening. Social distancing is encouraged, but not enforced.
 
 
 
Vice President Pence's Thursday visit to Tampa focuses on Florida's efforts to combat COVID-19
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As COVID-19 cases across Tampa Bay continue to rise, the head of the White House Coronavirus
Task Force will make a Thursday visit to Tampa.
 
Vice President Mike Pence will meet with Governor Ron DeSantis to discuss what the state is doing
to slow the spread of the virus. They are set to meet around 2 p.m. at USF Health's Center for
Advanced Medical Learning and Simulation in downtown Tampa. They will speak to reporters
following their meetings.
 
Pence was originally scheduled to be in Sarasota on Thursday, but the Sarasota County Republican
Party announced it was postponed. He was also scheduled to be in Lake Wales at an event organized
by pro-Trump group America First Policies, billed as the "Great American Comeback tour."
 
However, the group announced, "Out of an abundance of caution at this time, we are postponing
the Great American Comeback tour stop in Florida. We look forward to rescheduling soon."
 
After Pence's visit in Tampa, he will head back to Washington D.C. Thursday evening.
 
 
 
 
 



http://ct.moreover.com/?a=42500840502&p=5fi&v=1&x=D9dqdPg3DqBJ0QX8vH4grw

http://www.fox13news.com/






From: Maldonado, Lisa A
To: (madeline.joseph@jax.ufl.edu); Allicock, Dawn; Atkins, Bethany; Michael Aubin; Laura Beverly; Bonitatis, Lisa R;


Jerry, Bridgham; Buchman, Sherry L; Camacho, Joann; Carlin, Stephanie; Chiu, Thomas T; Steven Cuffe; Dana
Ferrell (dferrell@flchildrenshospitals.org); Dee Alexander (alexander.dee@flsenate.gov); Erhard, Michael; Ferrell,
Dana; Goldhagen, Jeffrey L [UFL]; Henley, Christa R; Hudak, Mark; Hufford, Sarah (sarah.hufford@jax.ufl.edu);
James Cheek (jwcheek@thecarithersgroup.com); Veniard, Jane C; Jenkins, Gina (gina.jenkins@nemours.org);
Gary D. Josephson; Kellogg, Julie; Kellogg, Julie A (Julie.Kellogg@ascension.org); Koob, Nancy; April Leopold;
Llagami, Saimira X; Megan Denk; Melanie Patz (Melanie.Patz@bmcjax.com); Jean Monroe; Ngo-Seidel, Eugenia
J; Rolle, Pauline J; Rathore, Mobeen H [UFL]; Patrick Watson; Santa, Raykay; Roy, Saswata; Schiebler, Gerold
(Gerold.Schiebler@gmail.com); Shelly Thompson (Shelly.Thompson@agapefamilyhealth.org); Soha, Mary;
Spector, Lisa; Valerie Stanley; Chiu, Thomas T [UFL]; Threlkel, Robert; Victor, Michelle; Waytowich, Vicki; Zebe,
Donna; Watley, RayKay; Erhard, Michael; Schiebler, Gerold L.; sjoshi@jaxallergists.com; April Leopold


Subject: Letter to Mayor Curry from the Partnership
Date: Monday, June 29, 2020 9:13:29 AM
Attachments: MayorCurry_COVID_62920.docx
Importance: High


Good Morning.
 
Attached is a letter that the Partnership would like to send to Mayor Curry today.
 
If possible, please reply with an affirmative or with questions, by 11:00 a.m.
 
Thank you,
Lisa
 


Lisa A. Maldonado
Finance & HR Director
Partnership for Child Health
910 North Jefferson Street
Jacksonville, FL 32209
Phone:  (904) 798-4166
Cell:  (904) 759-4978
lisa.maldonado@FLHealth.gov
www.partnershipforchildhealth.org


Department of Health Mission: To protect, promote & improve the health of all people in Florida
through integrated state, county, & community efforts.
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June 29, 2020 (DRAFT)





Honorable Mayor Lenny Curry


City of Jacksonville


117 W. Duval St.  Suite 400
Jacksonville, FL  32202





Dear Mayor Curry,





The Partnership for Child Health, representing key child health organizations in Northeast Florida, would like to extend our appreciation for the safety measures you have taken to protect our community from transmission of the novel Corona virus. Unfortunately, the increasing surge in COVID-19 cases (recently more than 9000 new cases per day in Florida) demonstrates that more must be done immediately to prevent further community spread, emergency room visits, hospitalizations, and deaths in Northeast Florida. 


 


Given the absence of an effective vaccine, the only method of slowing the spread of the novel Coronavirus is by reducing person-to-person transmission. Therefore, from a public health perspective, we strongly recommend that you implement a requirement that face masks be worn in all public places. This recommendation is consistent with CDC guidelines.  U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines.  





In addition, we urge you to reconsider the decision to host large public gatherings such as the upcoming Republican National Convention.  Based on CDC guidelines, the national surge, and the high positivity rates being documented locally and nationally, bringing tens of thousands of people into our community will increase the transmission of this novel Corona virus—and the morbidity and mortality that will accompany it.


 


There is firm scientific evidence that face masks reduce transmission of infection—to do so, everyone must wear them all the time in public.  Other Florida cities and counties have established this mandate, as have other states.  In addition to face masks, requirements for social distancing, temperature checks, contact tracing, and other evidence-based precautions must also be implemented and enforced in public places.





This is a public health crisis that demands extraordinary evidence-based measures to respond.  Your leadership has been and continues to be critically important to limit the mounting morbidity and mortality of this disease.  These mandates will also do much to allow the safe expansion of economic activity and limit the potential effects of hosting the convention–if it is not canceled.  





Thank you for your continued leadership in limiting the impact of COVID-19 on our community.  With the dramatic surge in COVID-19 cases, our community is depending on you to mandate face masks be worn in all public places and other evidence-based precautions be taken as well.   





Sincerely,
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Jacksonville Bold   for 6.17.20 — Evolution 


Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 5:03:45 PM


Evolution


A senior staffer for Mayor Lenny Curry, when asked if his boss had
“evolved” on a specific issue, asked if our reporter was “Darwinian.”


The jury is still out on the latter question. Still, those looking for Curry’s
evolution need only consider Tuesday’s news conference, in which the
second-term Republican renounced five years of opposition to LGBT-
rights legislation he finally signed this week.


“I signed the current bill,” the Mayor noted. “Given where I am today,
about two years ago, I should have signed the bill.”
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“I signed it. It’s law. I’ll do what I have to do to protect it,” he added.


Evolution is a process, and Lenny Curry has been speaking to it.


When the Human Rights Ordinance expansion was passed in 2017,
Curry, a former chair of the Republican Party of Florida, let the bill
become law without his signature, contending the legislation was not
necessary because the city didn’t discriminate.


However, now the legislation is part of the Mayor’s legacy, one that now
includes what seemed improbable not too long ago: the removal of
Confederate monuments.


Other issues have gotten hotter, including police violence against black
men and that old standby, the “broken promises of Consolidation.” Those
are harder changes to make.


But a Mayor who spent years avoiding easy policy wins has finally
figured out, in his second term, that it’s better to lead from in front than
behind.


  


A group of doctors warns against the Republican National Convention
coming to Jacksonville … at least without significant safety precautions.


Doctors' orders
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The Committee to Protect Medicare wants “safeguards” to protect
people attending the event, and to protect the people at large from the
confluence of tens of thousands of people onto Jacksonville.


“COVID-19 is making a second surge in Florida, proving that this
pandemic is still with us. The rising number of cases coinciding with [an]
easing of social distancing measures indicates that COVID-19 is capable
of returning aggressively when we let our guard down,” the committee
writes.


Also advised are testing, masks and other precautions.


“Physicians and public health experts all agree that the COVID-19
pandemic is far from over and Gov. Ron DeSantis has a duty to take
every precaution to keep people safe, especially at crowded events like
the Republican National Convention,” said Dr. Leo Alonso, an
emergency medicine physician from Jacksonville.


The Governor is not a doctor. Image via Miami Times.


“All the data we have tells us that basic safety measures can help
prevent the spread of COVID-19, including wearing masks and
maintaining personal distancing of at least 6 feet. While we understand
that many Floridians and Americans are ready to put COVID-19 behind
us, the rise in infections and deaths reminds us that COVID-19 is not
done with us yet, and we must redouble our vigilance.”


  


It will take extensive logistical planning to handle the influx of party


JAA preparations



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtcid-edrdjlhjd-k/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtcid-edrdjlhjd-u/





faithful planning to attend the Republican Party Convention in late
August, and the Jacksonville Aviation Authority is already shifting into
action.


The JAA announced this week they are preparing all of the city’s airports
to brace for the onslaught of what promises to be tens of thousands of
Republicans descending on Jacksonville between Aug. 24 -27 for
President Donald Trump’s formal nomination. The city’s central air hub,
Jacksonville International Airport, along with Cecil, Jacksonville
Executive at Craig and Herlong airports are all undergoing modifications
to handle the anticipated large number of travelers.


“JAA has begun to undertake an aggressive planning process to prepare
for the 2020 RNC with the airlines, TSA, terminal concessionaires, rental
car companies and local, state [and] federal law enforcement agencies,”
JAA officials said in a statement Tuesday.


Public counters have had screens added to protect staff and travelers from
spreading COVID-19 at Jacksonville International Airport. Image via Jacksonville


Aviation Authority.


JAA is also advising all travelers coming to Jacksonville for the
convention to be aware of the agency’s new program called “JAX Airport
Cares,” which incorporates multiple safety measures to reduce the
spread of coronavirus at the hubs. That includes extensive deep
cleanings of all public areas in terminals, hand sanitizer posted
throughout the facilities and screens between patrons and airport staff at
all counters, among other measures. JAA is advising convention
travelers to visit the JAA website jaxairportcares.com for detailed
precautions.
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Additional information will be posted for airport measures as the
convention approaches.


“Authority staff understands that the first and last impression many will
have of the region will be at JAA-managed airports and will endeavor to
make it an excellent experience,” the JAA statement said.


  


Good news for U.S. Rep. Al Lawson: he has yet another primary
opponent after a circuit court ruled that the Division of Elections was
wrong to have disqualified opponent LaShonda Holloway.


The Division initially ruled that Holloway, a Jacksonville Democrat, was
ineligible due to failure to timely submit her check.


Lawson gets boost
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LaShonda Holloway will be on the August ballot.


But the Second Judicial Circuit sided with Holloway, saying that the
“pandemic was an extraordinary circumstance” that precluded her finding
out that her check was improperly notated until it was too late for her to
submit a check to cure the defect. The dropbox used to submit election
paperwork, as she noted in May, was not appropriately monitored, and
she should have been given more time.


Lawson, who has roughly $200,000 on hand, will face two Jacksonville
candidates in the August primary. Holloway, who has yet to file
fundraising, is one. The second, Albert Chester, has roughly $40,000 on
hand.


Lawson’s district straddles I-10 from Jacksonville to Tallahassee, and
has been competitive in the Democratic primary to a degree. He
defeated indicted Corrine Brown in 2016 and thumped former
Jacksonville Mayor Alvin Brown in 2018.


Neither Chester nor Holloway, who finished third in that 2016 race, have
the political operations or the name recognition of those two.


  


In recent days, concern has risen proportionately with the rise in the
number of positive tests for COVID-19, including Florida. Many point to
the surge in tests conducted around the state, while others speak of
open beaches and a gradual reopening of businesses.


Moving goalposts
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While calls for a return to shutdowns are not ringing out, there are those
favoring a scaling back of the more aggressive attempts at trying to get
back to some sense of normalcy. St. Augustine Republican Michael
Waltz says the media and naysayers forget the original reasons for the
societal lockdowns.


Michael Waltz reminds what was the original intent of coronavirus shutdowns.


“The other thing we have to remember is the left keeps “moving the
goalposts,” Waltz said on Fox News earlier this week. “The whole goal
of the shutdown was to flatten the curve, open up hospitals’ capacity, and
to get that PPE (personal protective equipment) and that other
equipment into place. That is absolutely in place now, and we cannot just
go back to another shutdown.”


Waltz acknowledged the increase in positive tests, which he said “the
mainstream media is breathlessly reporting,” but pointed to the
increasing amount of testing, among other factors, as a critical reason for
the spikes.


“I’m focused on hospitalizations, I’m focused on [the] death rate, and the
other thing the media does is they treat all of Florida like it’s South
Florida,” adding the death rate is five times greater than North Florida.


According to the Florida Department of Health statistics, Duval, Nassau,
Clay and St. Johns County account for less than 100 of the 3,000 deaths
throughout Florida. At the same time, the big three counties of Palm
Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade are responsible for slightly more than
half that total. The number of positive tests in the region totals around
3,000 of the 80,000 cases statewide.


Waltz cited figures from DeSantis claiming hospitalizations are down by
13% in Miami-Dade and by 50% in Jacksonville.


“That’s really the number to focus on,” Waltz said.
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Though Trump is down in most national polls to Joe Biden, if boat rallies
won elections, the incumbent would be in for a Reagan 1984 style
landslide.


Regional Republicans celebrated the President’s birthday with a so-
called “flotilla” last weekend, an event which, like their previous one, got
massive coverage locally and beyond.


Love boat … for the President. Image via Coastal Breeze News.


Esther Byrd, the wife of House District 11 Republican incumbent Rep.
Cord Byrd, said: “it’s all about patriotism.”


“We love our country; we get frustrated about the negativity. We do what
we can, and we wave our flags and sing ‘God Bless America’ together.”


Byrd is running for his third term in the Florida House, and his likely
general election opponent bashed the flotillas.


“Cord Byrd has chosen flotillas over Floridians. Instead of working toward
an end to systemic racism or helping the hundreds of thousands of
Floridians waiting on relief from our broken unemployment system, my
opponent is spending his time organizing flotillas to soothe Donald
Trump’s ego. It’s time to cut the cord on a leader who has failed us,” said
Democrat Joshua Hicks.


Hicks had a strong May fundraising report, but Byrd has almost a 3-1
edge in hard money ($46,536 to $16,914). The incumbent, running in a
red district, has another $28,000 in a political committee.


Flotilla flex
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Americans for Prosperity, the Koch network-founded
libertarian/conservative political action group, likes what it sees from the
Florida Legislature.


Its most recent legislative scorecard includes high marks for more than
just the usual suspect Republicans.


For 2020, two self-styled conservative Democrats scored A ratings —
including Rep. Kim Daniels of Jacksonville.


Rep. Kim Daniels. Image via Kim Daniels Ministries.


Daniels faces a primary, backed by establishment Democrats from
throughout the region who question her fidelity to party principles.


Meanwhile, conservatives have swooped in defending Daniels, via
donations, with political committees linked to Step Up for Students and
Reps. Paul Renner and Travis Cummings both backing her.


Daniels has the fundraising edge over opponent Angie Nixon, ahead of
the primary in August in House District 14.


AFP approved


  Cam slam
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Members of the Jacksonville City Council pressed Sheriff Mike Williams
on body camera footage Monday, a newly relevant topic in light of
unreleased footage from police-involved shootings and a national focus
on police violence.


What comes of this? That’s anyone’s guess, as ultimately, the release of
the footage is contingent on the process in the State Attorney’s office.
For now, it’s an aspirational goal to expedite time frames for those out-of-
the-sunshine investigations.


Williams, dealing with the “defund the police” calls like every other
lawman in America, panned the concept, WJCT reports.


Sheriff Mike Williams marching with BLM protesters last week. Image via Sky
Lebron/WJCT.


“Defunding of law enforcement agencies is probably the worst policy I
could ever imagine,” Williams said. “I mean, if you talk about really
wanting to disproportionately impact communities of color, that is exactly
one way to do it.”


“I have less police officers in this agency than I did 10 years ago ... I
would agree there’s things that need to be addressed in terms of funding
different types of programs or services in the community, but I don’t think
that needs to come from — or at the expense of — law enforcement,”
Williams said.


  


It seems we’re finally getting some answers to questions about the


Nassau 'extortion' fails



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtcid-edrdjlhjd-s/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtcid-edrdjlhjd-g/





dispute between Raydient Places + Properties and Nassau County. The
Circuit Court of the 4th Judicial District weighed in on June 10 regarding
the argument of who is responsible for funding and maintaining parks
within the East Nassau Community Planning Area (ENCPA).


Circuit Judge James Daniel granted partial summary judgment for Count
VI in favor of Raydient and the ENCPA, stating “the obligation to comply
with levels of service for parks and recreational facilities under the
Comprehensive Plan remains with Nassau County and the BOCC.”


The impetus for this lawsuit: Nassau claimed Raydient agreed to fund
construction and maintenance for all civil facilities at the penalty of losing
further development rights within the ENCPA. They claimed Raydient
had reneged on this promise, hurting taxpayers.


Mike Mullin had spearheaded a failed 'revenge' plan. Image via NCFL Independent.


The county then attempted to wage a “war” against Raydient.


In February 2018, five Commissioners, along with then-County Attorney
Mike Mullin (now County Attorney and County Manager), then-County
Manager Shanea Jones (now Shanea Jones Stankiewicz) and other
county employees, traveled, stayed and met together in Tallahassee, “in
an attempt to defeat a proposed amendment to a state sector plan
statute which the county believed would benefit landowners and
developers like the Plaintiff … Commissioners met together outside of
the Sunshine and discussed how they could exact revenge on Plaintiffs
for having supported the legislative amendment, including plans to
launch negative media campaigns, suspending development approvals,
and enacting ordinances to target Plaintiffs’ property for increased taxes.”


While there isn’t an exact dollar figure yet, it’s clear Nassau County spent
a lot of taxpayer money mostly dragging their feet on what they should
have been doing all along. From legal fees to the public relations
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consultant, they spent how many hundreds of thousands of dollars
fighting something where the law and facts were not on their side?


  


Jacksonville-based Suddath Companies has acquired a commercial
technology planning company.


Suddath announced the merger this month with Phase Integration. The
acquisition gives a broader reach for Suddath, which is primarily focused
on relocation and moving services.


Phase Integration was founded in 2016 and provides consulting and
project management. The acquisition will allow Suddath to venture more
into workplace design.


“The market is thirsty for smart, connected, and technologically-enabled
workplaces,” said Mark Scullion, president of Suddath Workplace
Solutions. “This acquisition will allow us to bring strategic value to our
clients much earlier in the project life cycle to support their IT [information
technology] infrastructure and workplace technology needs.”


Suddath, best known for relocation services, acquired a tech company this week.
Image via Suddath.


It’s the second notable acquisition for Suddath in as many years. The
company bought Perdue in early 2019. Perdue is a workplace furniture
design company. Phase Integration will be part of those Perdue locations


Suddath acquisition
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in Jacksonville and Tallahassee.


“As a leader in full-service commercial technology solutions, we are
thrilled to have the opportunity to become part of the Suddath
organization,” said Jay Morris, president and founder of Phase
Integration. “With Perdue as a leading North Florida office furniture
dealership and Suddath as America’s largest and most innovative
commercial mover, we are honored to be part of the combined
organization.”


  


The Jacksonville Transportation Authority obtained a $942,624 grant for
the development of a transportation line on the Northside of the city.


The Federal Transit Administration’s Pilot Program for Transit-Oriented
Development provided the funding that will help pay for further
development of the Green Line JTA project that is part of the First Coast
Flyer Bus network. The bus line runs about 10 miles from the
Jacksonville Regional Transportation Center downtown to Armsdale
Park-n-Ride location near Interstate 295. It’s been operational since
2014.


Jacksonville Transportation Authority received federal funding for the development
of a Northside bus route. Image via Drew Dixon.


JTA funding
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“We are thankful to the FTA for its support of our TOD [Transit Oriented
Development] efforts in Jacksonville and for seeing the positive impacts
this type of investment can bring to this part of our community,” said Nat
Ford, CEO of JTA.


It will take about two years to complete the Transit-Oriented
Development plans for a total cost of $1.18 million. JTA is kicking in
match funding of $235,656.


It the second Transit-Oriented Development grant the JTA received from
the Federal Transit Administration in the past two years. In 2018, the JTA
received a $1-million grant for the FTA for the development of an
Ultimate Urban Circulator program.


  


With NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell’s recent admission that the
league improperly handled the practice of players kneeling during
the national anthem, attention returned to former 49ers quarterback
Colin Kaepernick, who began the protests. Goodell admitted fault for
“not listening” and went on to “encourage all to speak out and peacefully
protest.”


Speculation has begun on a possible return for Kaepernick, and if that
were to happen, where would he play? At age 32 and out of the league
since 2016, his options may be limited, but the Jaguars are mentioned as
one possibility.


Colin Kaepernick to the Jaguars? One can dream.


Kaepernick to Jax?
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Jacksonville is on the list due to the lack of experience among
quarterbacks currently on the roster. Starter Gardner Minshew is only
in his second year, backup Mike Glennon has started only nine games
during the past five seasons, while seldom-used Josh Dobbs joins
rookie Jake Luton on the roster.


Kaepernick led the 49ers to the Super Bowl in 2013 and the NFC
Championship Game the following year but struggled the subsequent
two seasons before leaving the 49ers and not to be signed again. The
NFL arranged a scouting showcase for Kaepernick in Atlanta in 2019, but
it fell apart on the day it was to take place.


This week, Goodell encouraged NFL teams to sign Kaepernick. For
those reluctant to sign him in the past due to the controversy surrounding
him, recent events could change the dynamic.


The Jaguars have not spoken about Kaepernick, but after signing
Glennon to a three-year, $45 million contract May 8, it would be hard to
imagine bringing in another free-agent quarterback. If the season does
take place as planned, a major injury at the quarterback position in
Jacksonville or any NFL city could possibly result in Kaepernick’s phone
ringing.


Could a 904 area code be on his caller ID?
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Jacksonville Bold   for 7.2.20 — Where was he?


Date: Thursday, July 2, 2020 2:29:52 PM


Where was he?


The big news of the week came Monday when Jacksonville issued a
mandatory mask mandate for indoor spaces for those ages 6 and older.


However, Mayor Lenny Curry was not to be found, with a family
commitment keeping him from being in City Hall Monday morning, when
the decision was being made to impose a mask order that Curry had
said he wouldn’t impose for weeks.


In that context, the strong Mayor went limp, leaving staffers to
communicate an emergency proclamation about which the Mayor, not
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averse to media hits, as a rule, was mute.


Mask order imposed sans Mayor. Image via Fox News Channel.


The order was one of those things Republicans would not endorse, with
Sen. Rick Scott generically bemoaning rules in general and Gov. Ron
DeSantis continuing to hold that a mask order is not in the cards
statewide.


Political cover didn’t come from the left either, where Agriculture
Commissioner Nikki Fried suggested that Curry would lift the order
ahead of the August Republican National Convention.


However, in a Jacksonville City Council meeting Wednesday, most who
spoke backed the move.


Curry has been boxed into several second-term corners, including
signing an LGBT rights law he wouldn’t sign when it was first passed
three years ago, ordering the removal of a Confederate monument in
Jacksonville’s downtown, and marching with Black Lives Matter.


While that contortion act is below the national Republican radar, given a
shortage of commentary on how the Republican Mayor has “evolved,” it
bears watching in the run-up to the RNC and beyond.


  


July 16 will be a significant date for the reelection campaign of U.S. Rep.
John Rutherford, with a reception in Neptune Beach featuring dozens of
famous-for-Jacksonville names.


Save the date
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The event, a “who’s who” of the Jacksonville donor class, will be hosted
by Jacksonville City Councilman Rory Diamond, who says it’s likely to
be the biggest Rutherford fundraiser of the 2020 campaign.


Dollars make sense: John Rutherford fundraiser slated for July.


Among a host of donor types on the host committee are politicians, past
and present.


City Councilmen Terrance Freeman and Al Ferraro will be on hand, as
will former State Attorney Angela Corey. Corey, a lightning-rod figure,
reportedly was a deal-breaker for at least one 2016 donor (as she
headed for a loss in her own tough campaign). But she’s back for 2020s
run.


Though Rutherford has $600,000 on hand as of the most recent filing,
likely general election opponent Donna Deegan has outraised him for
the last two quarters.


The July 16 fundraising will come right around the time Q2 numbers for
both candidates will surface.


Rutherford faces primary opponents, but the real drama will be in the fall.


  


As candidates jockey for position in the very crowded race to replace
Rep. Ted Yoho, one candidate seems to have the inside track on the
Donald Trump lane.


On Tuesday, Judson Sapp rolled out an endorsement from “Students
for Trump,” a coalition of young people backing the President.


Trump group backs Sapp
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Judson Sapp keeps scoring endorsements.


“We are proud to endorse Judson Sapp for Florida’s 3rd Congressional
District! As a businessman and supporter of President Donald J. Trump,
Sapp knows a thing or two about keeping Florida’s economy strong and
fighting for our God-given rights! Please join us in supporting him!” said
Students for Trump in their announcement.


“I am honored to be endorsed by the country’s largest pro-Trump youth
organization. Students for Trump understands it is crucial for us to not
only reelect President Trump but to ensure he has allies in Congress. I’ll
stand with President Trump, and I’m thankful Students for Trump stands
with me,” said Sapp.


Sapp, who ran in 2018, piled up Trumpy endorsements ahead of this,
including U.S. representatives John Rutherford and Vern Buchanan,
Turning Point USA’s Charlie Kirk, former Trump press secretary Sean
Spicer and loyalist Roger Stone.
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In what was a brutal budget year, Northeast Florida saw its share of high-
profile vetoes in the budget Gov. DeSantis signed Thursday.


While these aren’t major projects, they are major for those who need
them — everyone from veterans contemplating suicide to low-income
people in need of dental care.


The timing could not be worse, especially given that 2021 is uncertain,
and the reality that the budget chairs will almost certainly be from a
different part of the state than the current ones, each hailing from Clay
County.


How bad was it?


Cruelest cuts
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In Duval County, even Gary Chartrand couldn’t get state money — $2
million was axed from the KIPP Charter School, funding that has
materialized in previous years but not this time.


Even Gary Chartrand wasn’t spared. Image via Jacksonville Daily Record.


However, the budget chairs saw the bright side.


Rep. Travis Cummings believes that cuts leaned more toward new
spending than “programs and services working well today.”


And Sen. Rob Bradley contended DeSantis did a “great job of threading
the needle.”


  


DeSantis, signing one of his final swathes of bills from the 2020
Legislative Session, approved legislation from Rep. Cyndi Stevenson
that would bring reforms to rules governing physical therapy.


Stevenson, a Republican representing St. Johns County, noted that
those rules hadn’t been changed for three decades.


“House Bill 467 modernizes the Physical Therapy Act, which has not
been significantly updated in 30 years,” said Stevenson.


Physical therapy plaudits
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The bill would “remove statutory barriers that keep Florida Physical
Therapists from using a procedure known as dry needling to assist with
pain management and improve mobility,” a practice already used in 33
other states.


Dry needling is now legal in Florida. Image via Healthline.


The mission of the Board of Physical Therapists is rule making, including
guidelines on the standard of practice and training requirements.


Sen. Ben Albritton carried the Senate companion bill.


  


The St. Johns County Board of Commissioners couldn’t move forward on
a countywide mask ordinance Tuesday, even after enduring hours of
public comment, reports WOKV.


“I will not vote to implement another regulation, even on our own staff,
when I heard today there is no need because there is not an overrun at
the hospital,” Commissioner Jeb Smith said.


The St. Augustine Record noted that even a modified proposal couldn’t
get runway.


No decision
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No mask consensus in SJC.


“Commissioner Jeremiah Blocker then made a motion to require mask-
wearing by county employees and the public in county facilities where
social distancing isn’t possible. Commissioners voted 3-2 against that
motion.”


While St. Augustine pushed through an indoor mask ordinance, outside
the city limits is still a mask free zone, and likely will remain such for the
foreseeable future.


  


Earlier this week, much of the political world was talking about the
explosive story that indicated Russian intelligence forces might be
paying bounties for Taliban fighters to kill U.S. and British troops in
Afghanistan. Unnamed sources from the intelligence community say that
it happened, while the White House and unnamed officials supporting
Trump say the claims were not verified.


Republican Rep. Michael Waltz of St. Augustine, a former
counterterrorism adviser, appeared on Fox News’ Special Report with
Bret Baier to express skepticism on the timing of the leak and the
ensuing media firestorm.


“We’ve known for years that the Russians have been supporting the
Taliban through arms, through weapons, through other means … so to
me, this really smacks of partisan talking points of hearing Russia and


Waltz skeptical



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhuirik-edrdjlhjd-z/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhuirik-edrdjlhjd-v/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhuirik-edrdjlhjd-e/





the President and trying to make hay of that in an election year,” the St.
Augustine Republican said.


Michael Waltz is skeptical of a leaked story that indicated Russian intelligence
forces might be paying bounties for Taliban fighters to kill U.S. and British troops in


Afghanistan.


Trump and the White House said the President and Vice President were
not briefed, something Waltz said is not unusual. He served in the White
House as an adviser for former Vice President Dick Cheney.


“I think it’s absolutely appropriate that these things are run to ground, and
you present the President with options beforehand, not just kind of throw
this on his desk and then tell him: ‘We’ll get back to you.’”


While he suspects political motivations, Waltz said it might turn out that
the claims of the Russian bounties are proved correct. If so, he said
Russia needs to pay the price.


“Why are they making such an issue of it right on the heels of running
into a national election?” Waltz said. “All of those things can be true at
the same time: We can get to the bottom of whether this is true and take
real action — but also question whether there’s partisan politics behind
this.”


  


The recent SpaceX crewed rocket launch, the first use of an American-
made rocket in almost a decade, represents a renewed opportunity for
both Florida and the Jacksonville area, writers the Florida Times-Union
editorial board.


Private companies will take part in near-Earth orbits as NASA prepares
for deep-space travel, through collaborations with the private sector —
including Boeing and SpaceX.


New frontier



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhuirik-edrdjlhjd-s/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhuirik-edrdjlhjd-g/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhuirik-edrdjlhjd-g/





Launching the Falcon 9 SpaceX rocket is just the beginning of space
projects planned by NASA.


Launch of the SpaceX Falcon 9 could usher in a new age of prosperity for
Jacksonville.


With Cecil Airport qualified as one of America’s spaceports, this new
emphasis on space flight presents excellent opportunities for
Jacksonville.


NASA plans to nurture the work of the International Space Station as an
economic driver, the T-U writes. New technologies will develop, and
scientific experiments will continue.


Cecil Airport has already taken part in a test flight of commercial space
vehicles, and the growth of the industry will present numerous business
opportunities for Jacksonville. More than 4,000 people work at Cecil
Airport and in the adjoining Cecil Commerce Center.


That, combined with Navy presence at Mayport and NAS-Jax, could be
just the beginning of a lucrative growth industry.


  


Anyone who had an outstanding borrowed book from a public library in
St. Johns County and thought they wouldn’t have to pay for late fees due
to the coronavirus outbreak, well, they’ll have to pay the piper now.


St. Johns County officials announced this week that the fine system for
books that weren’t returned on time is going back into operation. The
fines were instituted Tuesday again, a St. Johns County news release


Library fines
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said.


Library officials are encouraging those who have outstanding and
overdue books to pay in person at their local library branch. Library book
ne’er-do-wells can also opt to pay any fines online by going to the St.
Johns County Library System website at sjcpls.org.


St. Johns County will start fining people again for books not returned to libraries by
due dates.


In addition to reinstituting fines for overdue books, the St. Johns County
Library System is expanding some services at the eight branches in the
county. The libraries are now open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesdays
through Saturdays as the reopening due to the pandemic continues.


Those initial and limited services will include some browsing only while
observing social distancing, and face coverings are advised while
building capacity will be limited. Public computers at the libraries can be
used up to one hour for each person. Printing, faxing, and notary
services will also be available.


Seating areas, meeting rooms, and play areas for children will remain
closed and off-limits indefinitely, though. All materials returned to book
drops will be isolated for 72 hours.


  Star-spangled Shrimp
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With minor league baseball scrapped for the season at Jacksonville’s
ballpark, there will still be an American tradition taking place at the
stadium this Fourth of July weekend.


That Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp have canceled their Double-A Minor
League Baseball season due to coronavirus along with all Minor League
Baseball games this year. But the Miami Marlins farm club has been
doing its best to bring area residents to the 121 Financial Ballpark
downtown. The club will host another even Friday night.


The club is holding an Independence Day Fireworks Celebration Friday
on the eve of Fourth of July at the stadium. The Jumbo Shrimp typically
have the fireworks associated with a baseball game. But in the absence
of a game, the franchise is still opening the stadium beginning at 6:30
p.m.


121 Financial Ballpark in downtown Jacksonville. Image via Drew Dixon.


Entertaining fans will be the screening of a baseball movie on the
stadium’s big-screen center field video board. Then at 9:15 p.m., a full
fireworks display will burst over the stadium.


Entrance is $10 per person for bowl seating under the pavilion seats and
$8 per ticket for bleacher seating. Parking is free.


Social distancing will be observed between family seating groups as it
was enforced for other events at the stadium this year. The Jumbo
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Shrimp have also hosted a screening of the movie Frozen II and offered
Father’s Day weekend events to help keep the stadium active this year in
the absence of ballgames.


  


This week, the Jaguars announced third-round draft pick DaVon
Hamilton signed his rookie contract. The 6-feet-four, 320-pound
defensive end played his college football at Ohio State.


Hamilton is the fourth draft pick to sign his contract officially. Linebacker
Shaq Quarterman, a fourth-round pick; wide receiver Collin Johnson,
drafted in the fifth round; and sixth-round selection Tyler Davis, a tight
end, previously signed contracts.


Jacksonville had 12 picks in this year’s draft, meaning two-thirds are still
unsigned as the calendar turns to July. Highest among those is top pick
CJ Henderson, a cornerback from the University of Florida, who was the
ninth selection overall, and their other first-round pick, defensive
end/linebacker K’Lavon Chaisson, from LSU, the 20th overall pick.


Third-round draft pick DaVon Hamilton has signed his rookie contract with the
Jaguars. Image via AP.


How are the Jaguars doing when compared to other NFL teams? The
answer is: better than most and not as well as some, including within
their division.


In the AFC South Division, the Houston Texans have signed two of their
five choices, while the Tennessee Titans have inked three of their six.


Signing draft picks
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The Indianapolis Colts, on the other hand, have signed all nine of their
selections.


The Colts join the New England Patriots and the Buffalo Bills as the only
teams to sign all of their draft picks. Among the NFL’s 32 teams, 15 have
not signed a single draft pick.


Henderson and Chaisson are not alone among first-round picks
remaining unsigned. Only the Carolina Panthers (Derrick Brown), Miami
Dolphins (Tua Tagovailoa and Austin Jackson), and the San Francisco
49ers (Javon Kinlaw) have signed first-round picks. Buffalo, Indianapolis
and New England did not have selections in the first round.


Within Florida, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers have signed none of their
seven selections, while the Miami Dolphins now have nine of their 11
picks under contract.


With training camps scheduled to begin within the next month, signings
should start to increase more steadily in the coming days.
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From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: RE: Tampa Bay Times Media Inquiry
Date: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 3:53:17 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Thanks, Dr. Rolle. I will make this edit and send up.
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 3:53 PM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Re: Tampa Bay Times Media Inquiry
 
Your answers are good; however, I do have a few proposed edits...
 


Given the rise of COVID-19 cases in some places around the county, does the Florida
Department of Health think it's medically advisable for the RNC to host an event in a
"packed arena" in late August, as GOP Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel promised? Why
or why not?


The Florida Department of Health in Duval County continues to recommend frequent
handwashing, social distancing and facial coverings as a way to mitigate spread.  Those who
are above age 65, have chronic diseases or are immunocompromised should continue to avoid
crowds and limit non-essential travel.


 


Is there anything else the attending public or outside public needs to know about the
health picture associated with the August GOP Convention events in Jacksonville?


The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will continue to closely monitor state and
local data to gain insight into trends and any other epidemiological information that will help
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us better understand the COVID-19 virus. We will work with local, state and federal partners
to make informed decisions based on data in order to keep the people of Jacksonville and
attendees safe.


 


From: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 3:24 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Tampa Bay Times Media Inquiry
 
Hi, Dr. Rolle,
 
Please see the proposed answers to the below questions sent by the Tampa Bay Times about
the RNC. I will send to ESF-14 after you make edits/approve 
 
Given the rise of COVID-19 cases in some places around the county, does the Florida
Department of Health think it's medically advisable for the RNC to host an event in a
"packed arena" in late August, as GOP Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel promised? Why or
why not?
The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will work with local officials, our central
office in Tallahassee and the CDC to ensure that proper precautions are taken to keep
Jacksonville residents and RNC attendees safe.
 
What sorts of checks or safety measures could the GOP/Trump Campaign put in to make
such an event safer? 
That will depend significantly on what the COVID-19 data will reveal in the upcoming months.
COVID-19 safety protocols can change daily, and standards could be different by August. The
Florida Department of Health in Duval County will support the city of Jacksonville in its efforts
to keep Jacksonville residents and RNC attendees safe and healthy by implementing current
CDC guidance.
 
To what extent has the Florida Department of Health been in contact with the GOP/Trump
campaign as it relates to these questions? 
Details of the plan are underway and will be shared with the public as the event approaches.
The Florida Department of Health’s mission is to protect, promote & improve the health of all
people in Florida through integrated state, county & community efforts; this will remain the
case throughout and well after the pandemic.
 
Is there empirical evidence that large indoor gatherings like this have been super spreader
events in Florida? 
Mass gatherings may increase the risk of spreading the disease; however, we do not have any
data at this time that specifically points to that as a contributing factor to current increases in
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cases. 
 
Is there anything else the attending public or outside public needs to know about the
health picture associated with the August GOP Convention events in Jacksonville?
The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will continue to closely monitor state and
local data to gain insight into trends and any other epidemiological information that will help
us better understand the COVID-19 virus. We will make informed decisions based on data in
order to keep the people of Jacksonville and attendees safe.
 
 
 


 


From: Kirby Wilson <kwilson@tampabay.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 1:36 PM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Tampa Bay Times media inquiry deadline end of day Wednesday
 
Samantha,
 
Thanks so much for talking on the phone just now. Here are my questions about the RNC plans
for Jacksonville:
 
-Given the rise of COVID-19 cases in some places around the county, does the Florida
Department of Health think it's medically advisable for the RNC to host an event in a "packed
arena" in late August, as GOP Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel promised? Why or why not?
-What sorts of checks or safety measures could the GOP/Trump Campaign put in to make such
an event safer? 
-To what extent has the Florida Department of Health been in contact with the GOP/Trump
campaign as it relates to these questions? 
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-Is there empirical evidence that large indoor gatherings like this have been super spreader
events in Florida? 
-Is there anything else the attending public or outside public needs to know about the health
picture associated with the August GOP Convention events in Jacksonville?
 
Thanks in advance for your time and consideration. My deadline is the end of business
tomorrow, Wednesday.
 
Warm regards,
 


Kirby Wilson


Tampa Bay Times


C: (727) 417-2857


Twitter: @kirbywtweets








From: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT on behalf of City of Jacksonville EOC Situation Unit
To: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT@LIST.COJ.NET
Subject: COVID-19 - Situation Report #171 20200619 [1300] + Community Lifeline Status Report
Date: Friday, June 19, 2020 1:47:58 PM
Attachments: COVID-19 - Situation Report #171 20200619 [1300].pdf


COVID-19 - Duval Community Lifeline Status Report - 20200619.pdf


All,
 
Please see the attached Situation Report #171 and the Community Lifeline Status Report for this
week regarding the COVID-19 response.
 
Thank you,
 
SITUnit
City of Jacksonville
Emergency Operations Center
904-255-3129 (Desk)
904-255-3121 (Watch Office)
904-255-3110 (Main Line)
eocsitunit@coj.net
 
 


ONE CITY. ONE JACKSONVILLE.


 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list, please send email to:
LISTSERV@LIST.COJ.NET with a single line of text in the main BODY of the message that
reads, UNSUBSCRIBE COJ_EOC_SITUNIT
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From: Washington, Tawanda S
To: Spencer, Emma; james.bujeda@em.myflorida.com
Cc: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Ab testing expansion
Date: Thursday, June 4, 2020 5:23:23 PM


Thank you Emma for sharing. 
 


 


 
 
Stay Healthy - TW
 
Tawanda Washington, RN
Assistant Nursing Director
(904) 253-1055
Tawanda.Washington@flhealth.gov
 


From: Spencer, Emma <Emma.Spencer@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, June 4, 2020 6:05 AM
To: Washington, Tawanda S <Tawanda.Washington@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Fw: [EXTERNAL] Ab testing expansion
 
 


 
 
 
Emma C. Spencer PhD, MPH
Chief, Bureau of Communicable Diseases
Florida Department of Health
4052 Bald Cypress Way, BIN A09
Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1715
Physical address: 4025 Esplanade Blvd, Room #340G
Tallahassee, FL. 32399-1715 
(850) 245-4432


http://floridaaids.org/


 
 


From: Rowan, Tricia <Tricia.Rowan@em.myflorida.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 4:56 PM
To: Spencer, Emma <Emma.Spencer@flhealth.gov>; Bujeda, James







<James.Bujeda@em.myflorida.com>; Robbie.meek@cdrmhealth.com
<Robbie.meek@cdrmhealth.com>; William Estep <bestep@emx-2.com>; MBlakene@pcbgov.org
<MBlakene@pcbgov.org>; Scott, John <JohnW.Scott@em.myflorida.com>
Cc: Otis, Aaron <Aaron.Otis@flhealth.gov>; Blackmore, Carina <Carina.Blackmore@flhealth.gov>;
Scheppke, Kenneth A <Kenneth.Scheppke@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Ab testing expansion
 
Good afternoon,
 


 
Thank you,


Tricia Rowan, FCCM  |  Compliance Program Manager
Bureau of Recovery – Rebuilding Together
Florida Division of Emergency Management
 
Phone: (850) 815-4449
Cell Phone: (850) 755-3840
Email: FDEM-PA-Compliance@EM.MyFlorida.com
Email (direct): Tricia.Rowan@EM.MyFlorida.com
 


 
Please note that Florida has a broad public records law (Chapter 119, Florida Statutes).  Most written communications to or
from state employees are public records obtainable by the public upon request. Emails sent to me at this email address may be
considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed confidential pursuant to the laws of the State of Florida.


 


From: Spencer, Emma <Emma.Spencer@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 4:08 PM
To: Bujeda, James <James.Bujeda@em.myflorida.com>; Robbie.meek@cdrmhealth.com; William
Estep <bestep@emx-2.com>; MBlakene@pcbgov.org; Scott, John
<JohnW.Scott@em.myflorida.com>
Cc: Otis, Aaron <Aaron.Otis@flhealth.gov>; Rowan, Tricia <Tricia.Rowan@em.myflorida.com>;
Blackmore, Carina <Carina.Blackmore@flhealth.gov>; Scheppke, Kenneth A
<Kenneth.Scheppke@flhealth.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Ab testing expansion
 


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.


 
Good afternoon,







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
For any questions, please contact me or Commander Aaron Otis.
 
Thank you again for your continued collaboration and work to make this mission successful.
 


Emma C. Spencer PhD, MPH
Chief, Bureau of Communicable Diseases
Florida Department of Health
4052 Bald Cypress Way, BIN A09
Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1715
Physical address: 4025 Esplanade Blvd, Room #340G
Tallahassee, FL. 32399-1715 
(850) 245-4432
http://floridaaids.org/


 







Under Florida law, correspondence with the Florida Division of Emergency Management,
which is neither confidential nor exempt pursuant to Florida Statutes Chapter 119, is a public
record made available upon request.












From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Epstein, Samantha
Subject: Re: Tampa Bay Times Media Inquiry
Date: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 3:52:34 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Your answers are good; however, I do have a few proposed edits...


Given the rise of COVID-19 cases in some places around the county, does the Florida
Department of Health think it's medically advisable for the RNC to host an event in a
"packed arena" in late August, as GOP Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel promised? Why or
why not?
The Florida Department of Health in Duval County continues to recommend frequent
handwashing, social distancing and facial coverings as a way to mitigate spread.  Those who
are above age 65, have chronic diseases or are immunocompromised should continue to avoid
crowds and limit non-essential travel.


Is there anything else the attending public or outside public needs to know about the
health picture associated with the August GOP Convention events in Jacksonville?
The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will continue to closely monitor state and
local data to gain insight into trends and any other epidemiological information that will help
us better understand the COVID-19 virus. We will work with local, state and federal partners
to make informed decisions based on data in order to keep the people of Jacksonville and
attendees safe.


From: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 3:24 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Tampa Bay Times Media Inquiry
 
Hi, Dr. Rolle,
 
Please see the proposed answers to the below questions sent by the Tampa Bay Times about
the RNC. I will send to ESF-14 after you make edits/approve 
 
Given the rise of COVID-19 cases in some places around the county, does the Florida
Department of Health think it's medically advisable for the RNC to host an event in a
"packed arena" in late August, as GOP Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel promised? Why or
why not?
The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will work with local officials, our central
office in Tallahassee and the CDC to ensure that proper precautions are taken to keep
Jacksonville residents and RNC attendees safe.
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What sorts of checks or safety measures could the GOP/Trump Campaign put in to make
such an event safer? 
That will depend significantly on what the COVID-19 data will reveal in the upcoming months.
COVID-19 safety protocols can change daily, and standards could be different by August. The
Florida Department of Health in Duval County will support the city of Jacksonville in its efforts
to keep Jacksonville residents and RNC attendees safe and healthy by implementing current
CDC guidance.
 
To what extent has the Florida Department of Health been in contact with the GOP/Trump
campaign as it relates to these questions? 
Details of the plan are underway and will be shared with the public as the event approaches.
The Florida Department of Health’s mission is to protect, promote & improve the health of all
people in Florida through integrated state, county & community efforts; this will remain the
case throughout and well after the pandemic.
 
Is there empirical evidence that large indoor gatherings like this have been super spreader
events in Florida? 
Mass gatherings may increase the risk of spreading the disease; however, we do not have any
data at this time that specifically points to that as a contributing factor to current increases in
cases. 
 
Is there anything else the attending public or outside public needs to know about the
health picture associated with the August GOP Convention events in Jacksonville?
The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will continue to closely monitor state and
local data to gain insight into trends and any other epidemiological information that will help
us better understand the COVID-19 virus. We will make informed decisions based on data in
order to keep the people of Jacksonville and attendees safe.
 
 
 







 


From: Kirby Wilson <kwilson@tampabay.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 1:36 PM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Tampa Bay Times media inquiry deadline end of day Wednesday
 
Samantha,
 
Thanks so much for talking on the phone just now. Here are my questions about the RNC plans
for Jacksonville:
 
-Given the rise of COVID-19 cases in some places around the county, does the Florida
Department of Health think it's medically advisable for the RNC to host an event in a "packed
arena" in late August, as GOP Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel promised? Why or why not?
-What sorts of checks or safety measures could the GOP/Trump Campaign put in to make such
an event safer? 
-To what extent has the Florida Department of Health been in contact with the GOP/Trump
campaign as it relates to these questions? 
-Is there empirical evidence that large indoor gatherings like this have been super spreader
events in Florida? 
-Is there anything else the attending public or outside public needs to know about the health
picture associated with the August GOP Convention events in Jacksonville?
 
Thanks in advance for your time and consideration. My deadline is the end of business
tomorrow, Wednesday.
 
Warm regards,
 
Kirby Wilson







Tampa Bay Times
C: (727) 417-2857
Twitter: @kirbywtweets








From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: RE: Fox News - RNC Convention
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:43:44 AM
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Thank you. Okay. I will check my work phone voice mail.
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:33 AM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Re: Fox News - RNC Convention
 
Good answer. The New York Times called me late last night. I told him to call you.


Pauline J. Rolle, MD, MPH, CPH
Interim Health Officer
Medical Executive Director
DOH-Duval


Get Outlook for Android
 


From: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:18:02 AM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: FW: Fox News - RNC Convention
 
Hi, Dr. Rolle-
 
We have a media inquiry from Fox News. Here is the question and my proposed response. I’ll be sure



mailto:Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov

mailto:Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov

https://aka.ms/ghei36

mailto:Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov

mailto:Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov









to send a call sheet up to ESF-14 too.
 
Question:                                           
Do you have any guidance on whether RNC officials have reached out to the health
department regarding possibly holding the convention in Jacksonville?
 
Proposed Response:
If the Republican National Convention is held in Duval County, The Florida Department of
Health in Duval County will work to support the city of Jacksonville to ensure the well-being of
event attendees.
 
The Department would work with local officials to ensure that all the appropriate measures
are being taken with regards to COVID-19 based on the current CDC guidance.
 
 


 


From: zzzz Feedback, CHD16_DCHD_Contact 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:00 AM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: FW: Fox News - RNC Convention
 
 
 



mailto:Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov





 


From: Reuschle, Kathleen <kathleen.reuschle@FOXNEWS.COM> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 6:36 AM
To: zzzz Feedback, CHD16_DCHD_Contact <DCHD.Contact@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Fox News - RNC Convention
 
Good morning
 
Do you have any guidance on whether RNC officials have reached out to the health department
regarding possibly holding the convention in Jacksonville?
 
Thank you
Kat Reuschle
7868632675
 
Get Outlook for iOS
This message and its attachments may contain legally privileged or confidential information. It is
intended solely for the named addressee. If you are not the addressee indicated in this message (or
responsible for delivery of the message to the addressee), you may not copy or deliver this message
or its attachments to anyone. Rather, you should permanently delete this message and its
attachments and kindly notify the sender by reply e-mail. Any content of this message and its
attachments that does not relate to the official business of Fox News or Fox Business must not be
taken to have been sent or endorsed by either of them. No representation is made that this email or
its attachments are without defect.
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From: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida
To: dlchdpio"s@flhealth.gov
Subject: The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
Date: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 6:26:07 PM


Banner


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 3, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – The State of Florida is responding to COVID-19. In an effort to keep Florida residents and visitors safe and aware regarding
the status of the virus, the Florida Department of Health will continue to issue this update every day through Phase 1 of Florida’s reopening plan.
Once the state moves into Phase 2, DOH will provide this update once per week. However, DOH will continue to update the COVID-19 dashboard
and post the state report daily.


Governor Ron DeSantis is in constant communication with Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz and State Surgeon
General Dr. Scott Rivkees as the State of Florida continues to monitor and respond to the threat of COVID-19.


Recent actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


Today, at a press conference at Universal Studios, Governor DeSantis announced Executive Order 20-139, which brings Florida, with the exception
of Broward, Miami-Dade and Palm Beach counties, into Phase 2 of the Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery effective Friday, June
5. With appropriate social distancing and sanitization protocols, the order provides the following:


Restaurants may allow bar-top seating with appropriate social distancing,
Bars and pubs may operate at 50 percent capacity inside and full capacity outside with appropriate social distancing. Patrons may only receive
service if seated,
Retail establishments may operate at full capacity with responsible social distancing and sanitization protocols,
Gyms may operate at full capacity with appropriate social distancing and frequent sanitization,
Entertainment businesses, including but not limited to movie theaters, concert houses, auditoriums, playhouses, bowling alleys and arcades,
may operate at 50 percent capacity with appropriate social distancing and sanitization protocols,
Pari-mutuel facilities may submit a request to open to the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation. The request must
include an endorsement from their county mayor or county administrator if there is no mayor,
Personal services businesses, including but not limited to tattoo parlors, acupuncture establishments, tanning salons and massage
establishments may operate while adhering to guidance from the Florida Department of Health.


For the Governor’s presentation, click HERE.


Additional actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


Today, the Florida Division of Emergency Management announced that an additional three COVID-19 testing sites across the state have been
created through a partnership between Publix, FDEM and Quest Diagnostics. These sites will open on Thursday, June 4, 2020. Locations are
available here.
Five state-supported drive-thru testing sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval counties are now offering free antibody
testing to anyone over the age of 18. Previously, antibody testing at these sites was only available to first responders. The sites with antibody
tests are:


FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches, antibody testing is by appointment only and the site can accept up to 40 appointments per day
To schedule an appointment, call: 561-642-1000 


Hard Rock Stadium, can test up to 125 individuals per day
Miami Beach Convention Center, can test up to 80 individuals per day
Orange County Convention Center, can test up to 125 individuals per day
TIAA Bank Field Lot J, can test up to 125 individuals per day


The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) participated in a webinar hosted by the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) and
presented information on the Dementia Care and Cure Initiative and the latest projects on therapeutic robotic pets, MP3 Players, and Scent
Evidence Kits to help older adults.
Approximately 2,103 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 312,800 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
The CareerSource Florida network is offering in-person appointments to assist job seekers and businesses with employment needs, especially
those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, with the exception of career centers in Miami-Dade and Monroe counties.


CareerSource South Florida is offering services virtually and over the phone, with plans to provide in-person appointments as soon as
possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety protocol training to protect customers and
employees.


The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive
Order 20-86. To date, more than 56,900 traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 61,800 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH


The Florida Department of Health (DOH) announced that antibody COVID-19 test results data is now available. This report will be provided
once a week and contains county, race and lab information on antibody COVID-19 tests conducted in Florida. That report is available here. 
To date, DOH has reported more than 1,000 contact tracers who are assisting with COVID-19 efforts across the state.
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DOH announced that the list of long-term care facilities in Florida associated with COVID-19 cases will now include active cases in each facility
in order to provide real-time data. The list of long-term care facilities with active COVID-19 cases is available here. 
DOH is providing a report detailing surveillance data for every Florida county. Previously, this information was only available for select
communities. The surveillance data report is available here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a Public Health Emergency for COVID-19 in Florida.
DOH established a public call center for questions regarding COVID-19. The call center launched Monday, March 2, and is open 24/7.
DOH established mechanisms for monitoring and coordination with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding
epidemiological activities.
DOH distributed CDC Interim Guidance for public health personnel evaluating Persons Under Investigation (PUI) and asymptomatic close
contacts of confirmed cases at their home or non-home residential settings to CHDs.
DOH approved and disseminated an updated Clinician Screening Tool for identifying COVID-19 PUIs.
DOH implemented testing at all three State Public Health Laboratories and distributed updated laboratory guidance regarding implementation
of testing at State Public Health Laboratories.
DOH has worked to implement additional private lab testing.
DOH has developed and disseminated pandemic planning guidance. 
Advised CHDs and HCCs to retain expired personal protective equipment until further notice.
DOH is continuing support for long-term care facilities with REST teams. DOH strike teams have completed assessments for 3,874 long term
care facilities to determine immediate unmet needs and promote appropriate infection control practices.
DOH strike teams are continuing to respond to long term care facilities with COVID-19 positive patients.
In an effort to increase testing, Governor DeSantis has directed Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees on an emergency temporary basis to allow
licensed pharmacists in Florida to order and administer COVID-19 tests.
DOH is working with Florida’s Board of Pharmacy and Florida’s Department of Business and Professional Regulation on mobile pharmacy
compliance guidance.


FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


Today, the Florida Division of Emergency Management announced that an additional three COVID-19 testing sites across the state have been
created through a partnership between Publix, FDEM and Quest Diagnostics. These sites will open on Thursday, June 4, 2020. Locations are
available here.
Five state-supported drive-thru testing sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval counties are now offering free antibody
testing to anyone over the age of 18. Previously, antibody testing at these sites was only available to first responders. The sites with antibody
tests are:


FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches, antibody testing is by appointment only and the site can accept up to 40 appointments per day
To call for an appointment, call: 561-642-1000 


Hard Rock Stadium, can test up to 125 individuals per day
Miami Beach Convention Center, can test up to 80 individuals per day
Orange County Convention Center, can test up to 125 individuals per day
TIAA Bank Field Lot J, can test up to 125 individuals per day


At the direction of Governor DeSantis, the state has established 15 drive-thru and 17 walk-up testing sites across the state, with more coming
online. More than 230,000 people have been tested at these sites. Floridians can find a site near them here.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


More than 27.5 million masks
More than 11 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 700 thousand gowns
91 thousand goggles
Nearly 52 thousand coveralls


For long-term care facilities alone, the Division has sent:
More than 10 million masks
1 million gloves
More than 500,000 face shields
160,000 gowns


The Florida Division of Emergency Management has launched a website to track the mobile lab that is testing long-term care facilities across
the state. The website is available here.
Find more information on DEM’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 1,400 onsite visits to facilities and nearly 14,500 telephone
calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
AHCA issued Emergency Order NO. 20-003 providing financial relief to nursing homes and Intermediate Care Facilities during the state’s
public health emergency. The emergency order extends the deadlines for March and April 2020 Quality Assessment payments until June 15,
2020 for Intermediate Care Facilities, and June 20, 2020 for nursing homes.
AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-2 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-3. These rules require nursing homes and assisted living facilities
to grant access to the Florida Department of Health or their authorized representative for the purpose infection prevention and control, including
mandated COVID-19 testing of both on-duty and off-duty staff when arranged by the Department.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-1 requiring hospitals to test all patients for COVID-19,
regardless of symptoms, prior to discharge to long-term care facilities.
AHCA sent out an email to nursing homes requiring the transfer of residents with verified or suspected cases if they cannot be appropriately
isolated and adhere to the CDC recommendations for COVID-19 response.
AHCA issued a provider alert announcing additional flexibilities within the Medicaid program made at the direction of Governor DeSantis.
Authorization requirements and services limits for medically necessary behavioral health care for are now waived.
AHCA created a new temporary Personal Care Attendant program to help long-term care facilities fill staffing shortages. The program provides
an 8-hour training on assisting with direct care so that personal care attendants can temporarily perform additional duties.
AHCA has been working with the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to ensure current Medicaid recipients maintain benefits during
the state of emergency. Medicaid application deadlines have also been extended.
Find more information on AHCA’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION


DPBR has distributed Additional Information for Barbershops and Cosmetology Salons Pursuant to Executive Order 20-120 and FAQs for
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Executive Order 20-120 – Expanding Phase 1: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery to provide additional information and
guidelines for barbershops, cosmetology salons, and cosmetology specialty salons.
Find more information on DBPR’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES


Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which will automatically
issue benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school
meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
As part of her Hope for Healing Florida initiative, First Lady Casey DeSantis recently announced that the Department of Children and Families
(DCF) will be receiving a $1.9 million emergency grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, which will
provide crisis counseling and other mental health support for Floridians impacted by COVID-19.
Per DCF’s request, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Florida’s waiver to permit the state to launch a pilot project
that allows families to purchase groceries online with their Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card beginning April 21, 2020.
Under Governor DeSantis’ direction, DCF has temporarily increased Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients’ benefit
amount to the maximum monthly allotment based on household size through May 2020.
DCF worked with the Department of Health (DOH) to develop precautionary protocols for child welfare professionals and adult protective
investigators who may have to make in-person visits to ensure the safety of those vulnerable populations.
Find more information on DCF’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS


The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) has distributed cloth face coverings to all correctional officers and inmates at correctional
institutions statewide.
FDC is closely aligned with the CDC Interim Guidance on Management of COVID-19 in Correctional and Detention Facilities.
New inmate commitments from county jails undergo additional screening and 14-day quarantine before placement within the general
population.
FDC has suspended visitation and volunteer programs at all correctional institutions statewide.
Find more information on FDC’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY


Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through June 13, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
To comply with federal law, weeks beginning May 10, 2020, claimants for all Reemployment Assistance programs, including state
Reemployment Assistance, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, will be required to
return to the CONNECT system every two weeks to request their benefits or “claim their weeks.” In doing so, claimants will confirm that they
are still unemployed and acknowledge that they are able and available for work should it be offered. For more information, click here. If
claimants, currently receiving Reemployment Assistance benefits, no longer wish to receive benefits, they do not need to claim their weeks, as
payments will stop processing if weeks stop being claimed.
DEO, in partnership with the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, launched a website to verify the identity of claimants
who have been locked out of their CONNECT account, the online system for processing Reemployment Assistance claims. Individuals who
were locked out of their CONNECT account have been notified and provided a direct link to verify their information so they can access their
account.
DEO is administering the Federal Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program. The program is offered by the federal CARES
Act and provides up to 13 weeks of benefits to a claimant who has exhausted Reemployment Assistance. For more information, please click
here.
The Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program that provides unemployment benefits to those that may not otherwise be
eligible under Florida’s state Reemployment Assistance program is available. Eligibility includes independent contractors, gig workers and
individuals who are self-employed. Working Floridians who have been impacted by COVID-19 and believe they may be eligible for Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance, can visit FloridaJobs.org and select "File a Claim" to apply and be considered for PUA. Individuals may also call 1-
833-FL-Apply (1-833-352-7759) for any questions they may have.
DEO continues to provide updates on the efforts made to address the challenges to Florida’s Reemployment Assistance program in response
to COVID-19. This includes a new State Reemployment Assistance Claims Dashboard that is updated daily to reflect the total number of
Reemployment Assistance Claims submitted, verified, processed and paid.
DEO announced more than 1,000 small businesses have been awarded more than $49 million from the Florida Small Emergency Bridge Loan
program. 
The Business Damage Assessment survey is activated and continues to accept surveys to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local
business operations and determine the appropriate actions for recovery. Click here to access the survey.
Find more information on DEO’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


On May 13, 2020, Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-EO-02 that:
Extends Professional and Temporary Educator Certificates expiring on June 30, 2020 to December 31, 2020.
Suspends the requirement for school districts to conduct annual evaluations for teachers and administrators for the 2019-20 school year;
Extends deadlines for English Language Learners to exit ESOL programs and suspends date of providing or extending services until
schools re-open;
Suspends requirement for districts to determine how to meet differentiated pay requirements for teachers on the performance pay
schedule;
Suspends testing requirement to student eligibility into college-credit dual enrollment courses;
Extends deadlines related to Individual Educational Plans;  
Extends deadlines for provisional and annual licenses issued by the Commission for Independent Education; and
Allows remote assessment for determining eligibility and priority for Vocational Rehabilitation services.


The Department of Education’s (DOE) Office of Early Learning, in coordination with local early learning coalitions, has prioritized and increased
access to childcare services for first responders and health care professionals by creating an expedited referral process to swiftly provide
priority access.
Florida College System institutions and private institutions across the state have donated more than 130 ventilators typically used in medical
training programs to local hospitals, community medical centers and other facilities.
Since April 1, 2020, when DOE announced the waiver of certification exam fees, more than 31,000 educators have signed up to take the
Florida Teacher Certification Examination using the waiver. This translates into over 62,000 actual exam registrations for a savings value of
more than $8 million for Florida educators.
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Governor Ron DeSantis and Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran announced that 32,614 laptop computers are being distributed to 34
mostly small, rural school districts throughout Florida and the Florida A&M University Developmental Research School.
DOE has delayed the deadline for teacher certification requirements and offered a fee waiver for testing. More than 22,000 teachers have
taken advantage of the fee waiver so far.
The Florida Virtual School has created the Online Learning Community with engaging and informative content for teachers and parents of K-12
students.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Commissioner of Education Richard Corcoran recommended that all Florida public and private K-12 schools
continue distance learning and keep school campuses closed through June 3, the remainder of the 2019-2020 academic year. DOE has
compiled dozens of free distance learning resources on its emergency response page. 
Find more information on DOE’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ELDER AFFAIRS


The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) participated in a webinar hosted by the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) and
presented information on the Dementia Care and Cure Initiative and the latest projects on therapeutic robotic pets, MP3 Players, and Scent
Evidence Kits to help older adults.
DOEA provided technical assistance to AAAs regarding shopping assistance, meals, service delivery, telephone reassurance, and the
Restaurant Meal Initiative.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) issued Emergency Order 20-01
pertaining to in-person guardian visitation requirements where COVID-19 response and mitigation measures prevent such visits.
DOEA issued Guidance in furtherance of Order 20-01 for Public and Professional Guardians to remain in compliance with Florida Statute
744.361(14).
DOEA has created a dedicated webpage to provide resources on COVID-19 including: tips for caregivers, information on closures of senior
centers and adult day care centers, and alternative services for congregate meal sites.
Find more information on DOEA’s COVID-19 response here.


ENTERPRISE FLORIDA


Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a Virtual Trade Shows Grant Program to allow companies to identify international clients and
generate new export opportunities. Traditional international trade shows are being temporarily replaced by virtual events to promote safe
worldwide business opportunities. For more information, please contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI created a virtual trade grant program to help Florida companies do business overseas as international travel is restricted. Businesses
interested in learning more about the new Virtual Business Matchmaking service should contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI conducted regional calls with stakeholders across the state to identify ideas for long-range economic recovery.
EFI suspended initial fees for its Microfinance Loan Guarantee Program to support Florida’s small business community impacted by COVID-19.
Interested businesses must apply through a local lender. For further information please contact your lender or visit Enterprise Florida’s website.
See resources compiled by EFI for businesses impacted by COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION


As part of its phased reopening, Florida State Parks is offering limited camping availability for guests. For the protection of both staff and
visitors, camping will not be available at all parks and cabins will remain closed. Additional safety measures such as reduced visitor density
may also be in place.
To date, 90 percent of Florida State Parks have been partially opened. To continue social distancing and mitigate the spread of COVID-19,
each open park has unique procedures in place. See the latest park and trail information here.
Areas of Florida State Parks managed by the Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection (ORCP) have been partially reopened, including
remote access trails, beaches, and boat ramps at the Research Reserves. Islands, beaches, and submerged lands within the Aquatic
Preserves are being re-opened in accordance with local ordinances. See current information on ORCP-managed lands here.
Find more information on DEP’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL REGULATION


The Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) issued Emergency Order 2020-03 temporarily expanding the motor vehicle retail installment initial
payment rule.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-02 extending certain filing deadlines for Florida’s financial services providers.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-01 extending certain renewal deadlines for money services businesses. 
OFR provided guidance for consumer finance businesses and professionals.
OFR provided guidance and an operational update for Florida’s securities businesses and professionals.
OFR provided informational guidance and an update to Florida’s financial institutions.
OFR created helpful resource lists for businesses and individuals to contact their financial services providers:


Florida Financial Institution Resource List
Top 40 Mortgage Servicers Resource List
Additional Financial Information and Resources List


Find more information on OFR’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES


The Florida Highway Patrol is assisting with the implementation and enforcement of Executive Order 20-86 at the direction of Governor
DeSantis.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, FLHSMV Executive Director Rhodes has waived commercial truck hours of
service regulations and other related regulations so that emergency supplies, equipment, commodities and resources can be moved more
quickly and efficiently throughout the state.
Find more information on FLHSMV’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF INSURANCE REGULATION


As part of its ongoing effort to keep policyholders informed, OIR published a list of resources to connect Florida policyholders with assistance
being offered by insurers in response to COVID-19.
The Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-06M providing guidance on the use of technology to help
combat the spread of COVID-19, including encouraging insurers to broaden access to care for telehealth services, and requesting Pharmacy
Benefit Managers to transition to an electronic audit process in order to avoid unnecessary risk and maintain social distancing.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-05M reminding insurers of applicable statutes regarding workers’ compensation insurance.
Workers’ compensation insurers are expected to comply with all of the provisions of Florida’s Workers’ Compensation Law.



https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..sBt4CkhUBdp990Y0f1kiVrGs1poH4pq6DJZQRJ6o5iQ/br/78862016552-l

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDMuMjI0Mjg2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmVsZGVyYWZmYWlycy5vcmcvZG9lYS9vcHBnL2RvY3MvMjAyMC0wMy0zMSUyMERPRUElMjBFTzIwLTAxJTIwUmV2aXNlZC5wZGYifQ.Mu-6SAhQETkxAFl4FoiL53-tdup8eyoJpF0UOUQ7JUM/br/79438149032-l

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDMuMjI0Mjg2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmVsZGVyYWZmYWlycy5vcmcvZG9lYS9vcHBnL2RvY3MvMjAyMC0wMy0zMSUyMFJldmlzZWQlMjBHdWlkYW5jZSUyMGZvciUyMERPRUElMjBFTyUyMDIwLTAxLnBkZiJ9.qbwqKBdS4Q5vr5TbPKHk9EBbgU5v-lWs06NE6qAhS_w/br/79438149032-l

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDMuMjI0Mjg2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmVsZGVyYWZmYWlycy5vcmcvZG9lYS9jb3ZpZDE5LnBocCJ9.xAt0d-P2ORzn5T8EB66Yqp0TVfEEAGglzu7eTiQ6ews/br/79438149032-l

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDMuMjI0Mjg2NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmVsZGVyYWZmYWlycy5vcmcifQ.z3RSoNCc-2S90ilovb3k6vZ8_sWjsiTE_PH1zaGpvDs/br/79438149032-l

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..CNn0onN6ymf8C06AX1VtWRKiQotSV9TZ14Lb0q3kN04/br/79438149032-l

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..RVVdYhEOES9Vv8hca48ifeRW_LbFTDgBDpiPkURwJ2o/br/79438149032-l

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..WJb_KJV0xTBrADY_GQ5tHOIsrc19SSNWzm-Rayv6KEk%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7Ckkeenan%40enterpriseflorida.com%7C64ec230b5b924f4ba8fa08d807080e2d%7C8310dbd935bb4e228978e59703aec4bb%7C0%7C0%7C637267078460545832&sdata=xAsL%2FbH04sI1aLaSVQmW93YtUktzA5NVhE6yEMZ9zTc%3D&reserved=0

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..J1H0vMYMivsg71G-NFxqAsNhe8MyUCQwkZKsD0f2GEY%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7Ckkeenan%40enterpriseflorida.com%7C64ec230b5b924f4ba8fa08d807080e2d%7C8310dbd935bb4e228978e59703aec4bb%7C0%7C0%7C637267078460545832&sdata=UzkynFS3UvCLr68ARnPPLDB%2FotWd5pPpTESg3GrkY1E%3D&reserved=0

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..WJb_KJV0xTBrADY_GQ5tHOIsrc19SSNWzm-Rayv6KEk%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7Ckkeenan%40enterpriseflorida.com%7C64ec230b5b924f4ba8fa08d807080e2d%7C8310dbd935bb4e228978e59703aec4bb%7C0%7C0%7C637267078460555829&sdata=99JQDsA9bjhXaiYcP3xclkW0S1eBvb%2FWq7Fe2SOpofk%3D&reserved=0

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..qoBzE-Bf3jKkFigEtvxsXdyj3gUJ7MnMwlIa6aUJ4EA%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7Ckkeenan%40enterpriseflorida.com%7C64ec230b5b924f4ba8fa08d807080e2d%7C8310dbd935bb4e228978e59703aec4bb%7C0%7C0%7C637267078460555829&sdata=R917fFbClIiwKx%2B%2Bm%2BkXkvRiXI599XxRlGaoZzjTsAE%3D&reserved=0

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..0j_HDm6UxIzJ2d90wuZ9_Y6brY3pkqCTC_I_uq8MxmQ%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7Ckkeenan%40enterpriseflorida.com%7C64ec230b5b924f4ba8fa08d807080e2d%7C8310dbd935bb4e228978e59703aec4bb%7C0%7C0%7C637267078460565821&sdata=moxbcIWHY711E72aDf1Hjb9NS%2FNDuxw3WqoyHgkL38E%3D&reserved=0

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..FB1y1HflIJO2XISQDNK6qOHJS2cK5ZwrCHcMEcavNbM%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7Ckkeenan%40enterpriseflorida.com%7C64ec230b5b924f4ba8fa08d807080e2d%7C8310dbd935bb4e228978e59703aec4bb%7C0%7C0%7C637267078460575816&sdata=VJ0M7fFuBYazhcrQxAHXn636jn%2FTkyX3Cih2unrBplM%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMzMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTMuMjE0MjE4NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NsaWNrdGltZS5zeW1hbnRlYy5jb20vM1NQWGNaNGJWNEJTTDJtb0JSQWdDVVk3VmM_dT1odHRwcyUzQSUyRiUyRmxua3MuZ2QlMkZsJTJGZXlKaGJHY2lPaUpJVXpJMU5pSjkuZXlKaWRXeHNaWFJwYmw5c2FXNXJYMmxrSWpveE1qUXNJblZ5YVNJNkltSndNanBqYkdsamF5SXNJbUoxYkd4bGRHbHVYMmxrSWpvaU1qQXlNREExTURJdU1qQTVOVE00TXpFaUxDSjFjbXdpT2lKb2RIUndjem92TDNkM2R5NW1iRzl5YVdSaGMzUmhkR1Z3WVhKcmN5NXZjbWN2YkdWaGNtNHZjMkZtWlhSNUxYVndaR0YwWlhNaWZRLjFsYzJPaEtqVlExMGdfbW1zYk1MdU5wVGtUakdXeXRxTXdZckZGelhramMlMkZiciUyRjc4MTUyODE0ODExLWwifQ.nTPp8rUCT2SNIA-_8NGW8Os9rJ2EW_DaT58KEGuYFo8%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057293844&sdata=WQ%2Bbd6N0orOhTIPUaV9eZwkki9PFLDlRNkTciKU5G%2FE%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTcuMjE2NDI4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TXpRc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1EQTFNVE11TWpFME1qRTROVEVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMMlpzYjNKcFpHRmtaWEF1WjI5MkwzSmpjQ0o5LkRBQlZzZTBBd0IxR1ZZN3FUQWRzbmZRbThmbTBGM1hqZDlKSk0xVHpCY1UvYnIvNzg1NDkyNTczMjEtbCJ9.oWObKON83FMfgQ3Zg459T7sDl0AejyWPHfLGv3lngnQ%2Fbr%2F78765842696-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057293844&sdata=nwxHVS8b7chjAU6%2F%2B7iudwWRmku7tsAJ0ldFqo8cwmM%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclicktime.symantec.com%2F3SC1u2vYnLAwdA7oXyy73Gd7Vc%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Flnks.gd%252Fl%252FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..1gx7FAty953RQtiKRl1fqjU99emFw-qzg08wa6KtS2o%252Fbr%252F78152814811-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057303795&sdata=ItRqBMwMEip25jPlHq3F7Tru5DRLJvz15569mQ3dyF4%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..wjpnEPYRMcI4ManOPa0CQCd1gGThNVrYghdQl-BWuEY%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057313763&sdata=yv7xLl1CUUDx8cIXWe2AAbf0gk9t2rJ%2FqoUSF5Yv%2FME%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..mfFe1Ejggw2JfJwsUqDiKovoMD9mAzmGiL3mOXFHI2w%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057393415&sdata=ZeJ%2Bb9ICHcJN%2F%2FmDX364g7JRIIqL75wywCkBkH37BLk%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..GCnut_bjLscqeUi_gFnRPZ2Hu8RW7FRFi-af88ttAe8%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057403365&sdata=w5Vj5AnB6PRAwJ2OKIJexqR5cRWxDZhu9g%2B%2Bl%2FYPr%2BM%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..dFVfYYvMgGX3jzCNSzduHtrTdltK8pDwGC-lwm_ESks%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057403365&sdata=L8sKAwjYxUyA1uA2rUloRfPGhd%2FUPbwBrjKt0HAkIx4%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..PiTTPvinR2_p_DP0wPVpmXar8HsvK46AhlbgpfJl9jg%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057413321&sdata=EVQvOEDOS2via%2F5EoUJUi3%2FNoGuLKvNS%2B5CbHvBxP0Y%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..PspGu9kO3z-FQIIt0xWQVOaHtAIXdD1pfOTwcFOEfZE%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057413321&sdata=6m%2FYBPSsTWJqf1fAOBQ6VrVGdtekXaDPSLiwUr4O5f0%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..6cHKm-sy9Lm-dE8JlnIVxYkOfBbn_xIbuh5bL5iK8vE%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057423277&sdata=%2F9ZBLsugDFNTkscgjEqJVWLD5PZAOA4BrRlwjPSwG6Q%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..DNUt_nlW31CEIDKiF8ukL9yCIlc7pJcOCGSuPVmnQA4%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057423277&sdata=nbljZ1YF4wTYtYm6gkYu8uGzOGMni6xlBRTNNkoyZJU%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..CY9VRZUI0M1CmeseKLKLqZ0H3V-wJ68m3JzV4y8jYds%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057433237&sdata=i%2Fg5dJcw5xL0XRL4zdquCF%2B0UEU7FeAaGbKTUr%2FSGKQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..-8FBh6EmzvXqvdkZry3TFEACqnzvcisxS6xiu4NNBXw%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057433237&sdata=wvvOoUazmFuiTY3Nkmqe3VnFWASU4Kq6VXmFh5%2FgwY4%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..IXSWTzI7ADomzaubTZeH5Xy2mlJArTT3UXrNMSYRZkk%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057443192&sdata=8D5voCqDsc%2FFjIFVzk3qS%2BO22NU%2BdRHApCwGFu5rdlQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..kX3yQCHa5tidpDg35AbbUOB5WwGn2XetHSq65IDKV-8%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057443192&sdata=0eRvxjOzbraYPi90wRCwRETjccuVDnitdizvaC%2Fkcjc%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..SHWdnzzou0id5FigdNnck1LSE0iiuSaS6lBDbvwo3Ns%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057463107&sdata=ozMM%2B9QSfI%2B%2BVV8H24gR8ZyktqVJzQyrEqHqx2cJ4RQ%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..iu2xQoDQaIOaJqQw-FSqTR6xrkGHklqH9FU2T-TMYS8%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057463107&sdata=xfm%2BoK7SKK1O8Ny5yUWuf6FhoCY9u45x%2BttWNFTrgyY%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..-NjzAJYexEg34mxX_ukHxDDwhDmwjLpZ7j9WXK4M-jU%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057473061&sdata=HnhChwjJ%2BX7PFenr%2BZ4Wo23zoUb9O8wXJssD8iWmJP8%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..XYpZqjPwmjTJaWoy7E9-eLbfIrAbITPri698aL1drZg%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057473061&sdata=gsLR4slIQUqRAHQSi0ivWVWl15cJywMeSHe%2FZSnhsfg%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..6X3nnqclr8OjsWRLOnjVQXP5r5a2zWRkmsOxHYZHt5E%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057483018&sdata=nwqXjVeamvSDqAwBzmP1M24No1vWyW8u7WMwgkOOYkY%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..3cYkskylrz69k2LzAPKb-ItOEy2ZHokATOJQ_kp4db8%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057483018&sdata=bTrJjUUV2cDBQ8FbHWWFfrCFz56ryd70fc%2FOdptSKxg%3D&reserved=0





OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-03M directing all insurers and other entities regulated by OIR to review and update their
business continuity and/or continuity of operations plans. Companies are directed to immediately contact OIR if their continuity plans are
activated and/or if business operations become compromised so it can work with insurers to avoid any disruption in consumer services.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-04M providing general guidance on the treatment of policyholders as part of the state’s
ongoing efforts to protect Floridians.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-02M as a reminder to all health insurers, health maintenance organizations, and other health
entities to allow for early prescription refills.
Find more information on OIR’s COVID-19 response here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE


The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) has instituted additional screening measures for essential personnel and vendors within juvenile
facilities.
Find more information on DJJ’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) is disseminating information on the hiring of former first responders to assist Florida
Division of Emergency Management field operations.
FDLE continues to work with DBPR on the process for enforcing the 50% seating capacity limit for the re-opening of restaurants, as well as
establishing DBPR points of contacts for fielding complaints about violations.
FDLE is working with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association on traffic assistance at testing/collection sites
statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association to monitor law enforcement staffing
impacts and staffing needs due to COVID-19.
FDLE and FHP continue to facilitate the escort of testing collection kits statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Sheriffs Association and Florida Police Chiefs Association to provide support to FHP at I-10 and I-95
checkpoints.
FDLE continues to work with ESF-16 partners on airport screening missions.
Find more information on FDLE’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA LOTTERY


Effective March 23, Florida Lottery Headquarters and district offices are closed to the public until further notice.  
Find more information on the Florida Lottery’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES


The Department of Management Services (DMS) launched a dedicated telework page with resources and tutorials for employees and
employers operating in a remote work environment.
At the Governor’s direction, DMS Secretary Jonathan Satter issued an emergency order to ensure federal benefits granted through The
Families First Coronavirus Response Act are available to employees.
As directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to expand covered
telehealth benefits at no additional employee cost.
Also directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to cover immunizations at
participating in-network retail pharmacies at no cost to the member during this public health emergency.
Find more information on DMS’ COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS


Approximately 2,103 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 312,800 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FLNG continues to support the state's COVID-19 response through augmentation to airport screening measures, statewide logistics support,
coordination, planning and operational mission sets.
Find more information on DMA’s response to COVID-19 here.


AGENCY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES


The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) sent out a Guidance Booklet to Providers and Waiver Support Coordinators recently to outline
waiver changes and flexibilities as a result of COVID-19. It also included information on infection control measures and recommended actions
when faced with various scenarios.
APD is distributing washable face masks donated by The Family Care Council to providers and customers living in APD group homes.
APD issued Emergency Order 20-03, which temporarily suspends face to face visits to administer the Questionnaire for Situational Information
to determine the level of need of APD customers.
Find more information on APD’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE


The Department of Revenue (DOR) has issued an emergency order extending certain corporate income tax (CIT) due dates. For corporations
with a fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2019, the due date for Florida CIT payments is extended to June 1, 2020. For corporations with fiscal years
ending Dec. 31, 2019, Jan. 31, 2020, or Feb. 29, 2020, the due date for Florida CIT returns is extended to August 3, 2020. The due dates for
Florida CIT payments for corporations with fiscal years ending Jan. 31 or Feb. 29, 2020, remain June 1, 2020 and July 1, 2020, respectively.
DOR has created a dedicated webpage for child support customers who have questions about the child support offset for Economic Impact
Payments under the CARES Act. Under federal law, these payments are subject to federal offset for persons who owe past-due support.
DOR has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for tax-related questions and information.
The department also has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for child support customers and alternative options for handling many child support
case activities without visiting an office.
Find more information on DOR’s response to COVID-19 here.


CAREERSOURCE FLORIDA


The CareerSource Florida network is offering in-person appointments to assist job seekers and businesses with employment needs, especially
those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, with the exception of career centers in Miami-Dade and Monroe counties.
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CareerSource South Florida is offering services virtually and over the phone, with plans to provide in-person appointments as soon as
possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety protocol training to protect customers and
employees.


The CareerSource Florida network has continued to provide employment and business services virtually, via telephone, by email and by
appointment in some locations throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since March 1, CareerSource Florida has assisted the following individuals:


More than 339,000 job seekers served
More than 15,150 job seekers placed in employment
More than 1,465 job seekers enrolled in training
More than 19,600 businesses served
More than 59,730 new jobs posted


The state workforce board and all 24 local workforce development boards are assisting with CONNECT PIN resets and processing
Reemployment Assistance applications.
CareerSource Florida has launched an integrated public and business outreach campaign, Help is Here, a comprehensive resource for
employment and business services.
For a list of Florida’s local workforce development boards and their contact information, please click here.


STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF FLORIDA


The State University System Task Force has been working to issue guidance for reopening university campuses in the fall. Board of Governors’
chair Syd Kitson directed State University System Chancellor, Marshall Criser III, to develop guidelines presented to the Board of Governors at
a public meeting on May 28, 2020. Universities will then present their individual plans based on these guidelines to the Board of Governors at a
board meeting on June 23, 2020.
Find more information on SUS’ response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-97, delaying elections in Pasco County at the request of Pasco County Supervisor of
Elections Brian Corley.
On April 6, Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee announced the issuance of an emergency order and emergency rules to extend annual report filing
deadlines for business entities, as well as outline changes to the candidate petition and candidate qualifying processes.
Find more information on the Florida Department of State’s Response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


Governor DeSantis and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Secretary Thibault announced the opening of five new Interstate 4 (I-
4)/State Road (S.R.) 408 flyover ramps. This work was completed more than three months ahead of schedule and increases safety and
mobility in the heart of Florida.
Due to continued lower traffic volumes as a result of COVID-19, FDOT expedited more than 40 additional critical transportation projects by at
least 650 total contract days, while also providing essential jobs to Floridians. Find more information about FDOT’s accelerated projects here.
FDOT Secretary Thibault and staff joined the Florida Trucking Association and the Florida Highway Patrol to hand out 500 meals to Florida’s
truck drivers.
FDOT is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86. To date, more
than 56,900 traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 61,800 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
FDOT continues to coordinate with seaports across the state to monitor port activity.
Find more information on FDOT’s response to COVID-19 here.  


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA) has restricted visitor access to its state veterans’ homes until further notice, with the
exception of essential visitors. In addition, admissions in our network of state veterans’ homes are temporarily suspended.
Veterans who are concerned they may have symptoms of COVID-19, flu or cold should call the VISN 8 Clinical Contact Center toll free at (877)
741-3400 before coming to a VA facility. Clinicians are available to provide 24/7 virtual care and support, including nurse advice and triage.
To contact a teleworking FDVA Veterans’ Claims Examiner, call (727) 319-7440 or email VSO@fdva.state.fl.us.
Find more information on FDVA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION


The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) continues to be in close communication with the Governor’s Office, the Florida
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the most recent COVID-19 status and guidance.
Find more information on FWC’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION


The Florida Housing Finance Corporation (Florida Housing) issued an Emergency Rule to property owners and managers to suspend rent
increases during this public health emergency on properties funded by Florida Housing. Those who choose to implement rent increases that
impact residents during this global pandemic could result in consequences for future funding opportunities with Florida Housing.
As Florida Housing continues to be committed to the health and well-being of all Floridians, we have compiled a list of resources with relevant
information for homeowners, residents, developers, apartment owners, management companies, participating lenders, Realtors and SHIP
administrators regarding COVID-19.
Find more information on Florida Housing’s response to COVID-19 here.


VISIT FLORIDA


VISIT FLORIDA’s four welcome centers are closed until further notice. VISIT FLORIDA welcome center staff members have been trained to
provide customer service support for the Department of Economic Opportunity and are assisting with the influx of inquiries and calls from
impacted businesses and workers throughout the state.
Find more information on VISIT FLORIDA’s response to COVID-19 here.


VOLUNTEER FLORIDA


Volunteer Florida announced the availability of $300,000 in AmeriCorps Planning Grants to support organizations interested in implementing an
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AmeriCorps program that addresses a critical community need caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Organizations interested in applying for
this planning grant should respond to the notice of funding by Thursday, June 18 at 5 pm (ET).
As the lead agency for volunteerism and service, Volunteer Florida is working to support voluntary organizations across the state and nation by
sharing resources, surveying needs and requesting that continuity of operations plans be created to avoid any service delivery disruption.
Find more information on Volunteer Florida’s response to COVID-19 here. 
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From: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT on behalf of City of Jacksonville EOC Situation Unit
To: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT@LIST.COJ.NET
Subject: COVID-19 - Situation Report #198 20200717 [1300] + Community Lifeline Status Report
Date: Friday, July 17, 2020 1:30:36 PM
Attachments: COVID-19 - Situation Report #198 20200717 [1300].pdf


COVID-19 - Duval County Lifeline Status Report - W.O. 20200713.pdf


All,
 
Please see the attached Situation Report #198 and the Community Lifeline Status Report for this
week regarding the COVID-19 response.
 
Thank you,
 
SITUnit
City of Jacksonville
Emergency Operations Center
904-255-3129 (Desk)
904-255-3121 (Watch Office)
904-255-3110 (Main Line)
 


ONE CITY. ONE JACKSONVILLE.


 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list, please send email to:
LISTSERV@LIST.COJ.NET with a single line of text in the main BODY of the message that
reads, UNSUBSCRIBE COJ_EOC_SITUNIT
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Jacksonville Bold   for 6.25.20 — Read ‘em and weep 


Date: Thursday, June 25, 2020 4:15:39 AM


Read ’em and weep


What to make of the poll data from the University of North Florida?


If you believe the numbers, Donald Trump won’t carry Duval County.
Just 39% of voters support him.
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Many Duval voters are concerned about coronavirus and the RNC. Image via
Getty.


And Duval doesn’t want the Republican National Convention either.
Protests and coronavirus worry residents, for one reason or another.


Gov. Ron DeSantis?


Well, at the end of the day, he didn’t get it done in Duval in 2018 … and
the poll says he’s not exactly golden in 2020.


And Mayor Lenny Curry?


Throw him some Swim Fins, because he’s underwater. One major
reason: he’s hovering around 70% with Republicans and not offsetting
that underperformance with Democrats and NPA voters.


Oh, sure, the critics will say fake news and fake polls.


Did you see the flotilla?


But politics is about coalition building, and Republicans need to see that
the “check engine” light is on.


If they can’t talk to swing voters, it’s BluVal and President Joe Biden.


  Conventional wisdom
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A group of Never-Trumper Republicans released its own poll this week
saying Duval County residents don’t want the Republican National
Convention.


Does Duval want the President? Poll says no.


Methodological concerns abound, such as an oversampling of
Democrats and an overrepresentation of college graduates. Still, the
numbers delineate a city divided in the wake of its most significant event
since the lone Super Bowl the city hosted over a decade ago.


The RABA Research poll commissioned by Republican Voters Against
Trump found 49% of those surveyed did not support Jacksonville hosting
Trump’s nomination speech in August. Only 39% said they supported it.


Further, 57% said they were concerned the convention would spur a new
COVID-19 outbreak while only 43% said they weren’t worried.


Given more information about the convention including both pros — that
it will fill hotels and boost the economy — and cons — that it will cost the
city millions, risk new infections and potentially put first responders at
COVID-19 risk — 39% said they supported the convention with 52%
opposing it.


  


While COVID-19 risks abound, Curry isn’t ready for a mask order, even
with rates of positive tests close to 10% for days on end.


No mask zone



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhddjkk-edrdjlhjd-o/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhddjkk-edrdjlhjd-b/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhddjkk-edrdjlhjd-n/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhddjkk-edrdjlhjd-n/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhddjkk-edrdjlhjd-p/





The Mayor admitted that “people in crowded bars … on crowded streets
aren’t wearing masks and are ignoring social distancing.” However, Curry
won’t make masks mandatory as has been done elsewhere.


“It’s not an efficient use of resources,” Curry said, even as other cities do
have mask orders.


Curry noted “quite a bit of time” before the RNC, suggesting that there
will be “temperature checks and other protocols,” but seemed to suggest
that’s enough.


Meanwhile, some Florida Republicans say that a mask is a necessity for
the RNC.


Sen. Rick Scott, who isn’t involved with the planning of the event, has
said masks are a must, as the Daily Mail reports.


Rick Scott says masks are a must. Image via Daily Mail.


“‘You have to do this safely. People need to wear masks. They need to
social distance. You need to do this in a manner no one gets sick,’ Scott
said on CNBC Monday.
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In Northwest Jacksonville’s House District 14, momentum continues to
build for the challenger to incumbent Rep. Kim Daniels.


Angie Nixon, the Democrat who hopes to upend Rep. Kim Daniels,
took a major step in that direction between June 1 and 12.


Nixon now
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Democratic candidate Angie Nixon is trying to unseat Kin Daniels. Image via
candidate.


Nixon, who was an aide to former Rep. Mia Jones, raised $26,146
during that period … a sum that pushed her over Daniels in the all-
important cash on hand metric.


The challenger has just over $60,000 on hand. Daniels, who has raised
$63,750, has just under $50,000 to spend.


Nixon has a lot of endorsements for a Democratic primary. From JaxBiz
(the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce political committee) and the
Jacksonville Brotherhood of Firefighters to national groups like People for
the American Way, the challenger to the embattled incumbent has all the
outside help she could want.


Daniels, meanwhile, seems to be struggling with how to respond to the
most concerted political challenge she has faced since Republican Anna
Brosche defeated her in her 2015 Jacksonville City Council reelection
bid.


Read more here.
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Jacksonville’s Andrew Jackson statue continues to be vandalized with
red spray paint, a signal that it may be decision time for city leaders
regarding the edifice.


What’s in a name? Andrew Jackson has a lot of bad history.


“Remember May 28, 1830,” Tuesday morning’s paint job read, a
reference to the former President’s signing of the Indian Removal Act.
This genocidal edict pushed Native American tribes onto the Trail of
Tears, where many who started the journey West died en route.


Historical reconsideration, legal and otherwise, continues in Jacksonville.
Legislation has been filed to rename Hemming Park and Confederate
Park, both names associated with the Lost Cause. And the city has
removed one Confederate monument, with more to come.


Meanwhile, in St. Augustine, a narrow 3-2 vote in favor of removing a
Confederate monument was cast Monday.


That action elicited copious public comment, with a slim majority backing
the proposal to move the monument.


The spring protest movement has created a long hot summer. Expect
continued pressure, legal and otherwise, to remove monuments of


Trend piece
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historical figures whose actions don’t meet the current moment.


  


The Jacksonville City Council continues to investigate the push to sell
JEA, but its efforts are frustrated by the federal grand jury inquiry into the
same subject.


As the Jacksonville Daily Record reports, former Chief Administrative
Officer Sam Mousa declined an invitation to testify, as his lawyer
informed the city by email.


Sam Mousa passed on the City Council inquiry. Image via A.G. Gancarski


“Until the grand jury investigation is concluded, Mr. Mousa respectfully
declines your request to provide a sworn statement.”


Mousa’s contention is that testifying would interfere with the grand jury
investigation. The committee is disinclined to issue subpoenas,
meanwhile, meaning that things are probably just about wrapped.


“No one’s going to want to come before our committee under those
circumstances. Nobody,” Committee member Randy DeFoor said. “At
that point, we have no power whatsoever.”


Silent lucidity
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The U.S. Chamber of Commerce has announced their annual
scorecard that grades all members of the House and Senate.
Jacksonville area representatives scored well in the survey that analyzes
votes as they relate to the Chamber’s position, as well as leadership and
bipartisan scores.


John Rutherford of Jacksonville earned a score of 93 out of 100, the
fourth-highest score among the 27 House members of the Florida
delegation. Out of the 18 selected votes, he was on the opposing end of
the Chamber position only once, giving him a legislative score of 94. He
earned a 95 for leadership and 76 for bipartisanship, each worth 10%,
which led to the final number.


John Rutherford gets high marks from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.


Michael Waltz of St. Augustine tallied a 90, which earned him a sixth-
place ranking within the delegation. Waltz also received a 94 for
legislation, which accounts for 80% of the final score, a 91 for leadership,
and 58 for bipartisanship.


Al Lawson, who represents portions of Jacksonville, earned a legislative
score of 67, based on voting the Chamber’s way 12 times out of 18. His
leadership score of 76 and bipartisanship score of 75 produces a final
score of 68, the third-highest among Florida Democrats.


The U.S. Chamber is the most prominent pro-business lobby in the
nation. Members range from small businesses, local chambers of


Business support tallied
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commerce, leading industry associations, and large corporations.


  


A seaside tradition that was put on hold in St. Augustine Beach due to
coronavirus returns July 1.


The Wednesday Pier Farmers Market at the St. Johns County Ocean
and Fishing Pier finally returns at the beginning of next month. As with
many activities and events that were scrapped due to the COVID-19
outbreak, the Farmers Market was also postponed in late March.


The Farmers Market has taken place for years in the parking lot of the
pier at 350 A1A Beach Boulevard in St. Augustine Beach. The weekly
event runs from 8 a.m. to noon on Wednesdays as it returns July 1.


The weekly market usually attracts hundreds of visitors but also dozens
of vendors selling their produce, artwork and merchandise.


St. Johns County beaches welcome the return of Wednesday Farmers Market July
1. Image via Drew Dixon.


While St. Johns County officials say they’re enthusiastic about the return
of the oceanfront market, there will be multiple stipulations regarding
coronavirus precautions that will need to be followed when it gets going
again.


All vendors are required to wear face masks. Each vendor will be
required to be at least 10 feet from other vendor tents and tables for
sales. Vendors will also be required to provide markers indicating 6 feet
of space between the vendor and customers.


Customer traffic going into the Farmers Market will be directed to flow in
one direction only. Customers will not be allowed to consume food during


Beaches market
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the event, and any purchases of food must go off-site.


  


In recognition of Juneteenth, the Jacksonville Transportation Authority
(JTA) used color lights to illuminate the Acosta Bridge.


Starting at dusk Friday, the bridge was lit red, white and blue.


“Juneteenth is another reminder of how far we have come and how far
we still have to go to ensure equality for every American, especially
during the historic moment we are experiencing today,” said JTA Board
Chair Kevin Holzendorf.


Jacksonville honors Juneteenth by lighting the Acosta Bridge in recognition.


Friday night was the first time the lights were let to commemorate this
holiday, beginning a new tradition at the JTA.


“The JTA is proud to honor the memory of those who fought for equality
and civil rights,” said JTA CEO Nathaniel Ford. “Hopefully, this simple
display will inspire people to come together to solve the issues we
collectively face today.”


The Acosta Bridge lighting project is scheduled to be completed ahead of
the July 4 weekend. The new LED system is programmable and allows
for either static or multicolored displays.


Juneteenth lighting
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Northeast Florida nonprofit organizations have been getting much-
needed help during the coronavirus outbreak to the tune of $3.3 million
from the First Coast Relief Fund.


The charitable organization exceeded the $3 million mark in contributions
this month. All funds go to help more than 85 nonprofit organizations on
the First Coast deal with the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.


The First Coast Relief Fund is an umbrella organization born out of a
collaboration between the Community Foundation for Northeast Florida,
Jessie Ball duPont Fund, Jewish Federation and Foundation of Northeast
Florida, United Way of Northeast Florida and United Way of St. Johns
County.


Jacksonville and other areas of the First Coast with nonprofits are getting a boost in
financial help because of the impacts from the coronavirus. Image via Drew Dixon.


Kathleen Shaw, a member of the Relief Fund’s grants committee, said
the contributions were sorely needed.


$3 million in charity
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“By far, the greatest need we’ve seen to this point is for food and
financial assistance,” Shaw said. “We have been able to make grants to
some of the big regional food suppliers …. But we’ve also made grants to
many smaller organizations so they can acquire food from the regional
food banks and get it into their clients’ hands as soon as possible.”


Population segments that are most vulnerable to contracting coronavirus
have remained a priority for the grant distribution by the Relief Fund,
such as the elderly.


“With the resources provided by the First Coast Relief Fund, we are able
to help older adults with food, supplies, mental health counseling through
telehealth, telephone reassurance and financial assistance,” said Linda
Levin, CEO of ElderSource, Northeast Florida’s Area Agency on Aging.


  


St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller has selected
Flagler Health+ as its HealthySite+ solution — promoting a safe and
healthy environment for employees. The program provides complete
COVID-19 exposure prevention, testing, and management with
enhanced security and HIPAA compliance.


Powered by the Healthfully platform, HealthySite+ features essential
technology and health services to maximize safety and care, including:


— Daily self-monitoring and attestation


— Telehealth physician visits and lab orders


— Alerts and notifications


— Testing and lab results


— Secure messaging


— Bluetooth-enabled contact tracing and proximity reporting


— Exposure management and compliance reporting


— Isolation & quarantine support communities


— Employee and student education


— Works on any platform: Web, iOS, Android


COVID-19 health & safety







The FlaglerHealth+ app would help keep employees safe and healthy from COVID-
19.


First, through a HIPAA compliant mobile app, employees learn about the
importance of self-monitoring and safe behaviors. They answer a few
quick questions daily to attest that they are not exhibiting symptoms
and/or have not exposed to someone with COVID-19. If the survey
algorithm determines that an individual needs a COVID-19 test, a
provider will first conduct an online visit. If the provider confirms that an
analysis is necessary, the individual will be tested quickly at a convenient
location.


Those who test positive receive information about self-isolation, have
access to online care and check-ins, as well as virtual support groups, all
within the safe and secure application. Employers will be notified of the
positive test and receive a contact tracing report.


The employer dashboard also tracks compliance with self-monitoring,
status alerts, and return to work or class notices for those who are in the
14-day self-isolation period.


  


The Jacksonville Jaguars, like many other sports franchises, are dealing
with getting training camp and the season underway as the COVID-19
virus lingers. Twenty-five years ago, the team was making preparations
for taking the field for the first time, but without health risks.


That fall marked the first time three of the franchise’s most legendary
players took the field together. Offensive guard Tony Boselli was the
team’s first-ever draft choice, while Mark Brunell came to the team
following a trade with the Green Bay Packers.


Initial season remembered
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The Jaguars signed wide receiver Jimmy Smith as a free agent after
spending two injury-plagued seasons in Dallas and being cut by
Philadelphia. Credit Ron Hill, the man coach Tom Coughlin hired as
head of pro personnel, with seeing something in Smith, but the now-
unemployed Smith was underwhelmed at the thought of heading to
Jacksonville.


The Jacksonville Jaguars look back on their first season in 1995. Image via Getty.


“I didn’t want to go to an expansion team, they were considered second-
tier,” Smith said. “To be honest, I didn’t want to go down there with a
bunch of misfits because I didn’t see myself as that.”


Twenty-five years later, the expectations for the 2020 Jaguars are not
that much higher than they were in 1995. The first edition of the team,
under the ownership of Wayne Weaver, won only four of 16 games but
set a record by qualifying for the playoffs and reaching the AFC
championship game the following year in only their second year of
existence.


The foundation was set for the development of a solid franchise that went
14-2 and again made it to the conference title game in 1999. Smith was
among the league’s top receivers, Brunell was efficiently running the
offense and Boselli was developing into a Hall of Fame-caliber player.
Fred Taylor and James Stewart had joined the team to produce a
powerful running game.



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-u-xhddjkk-edrdjlhjd-r/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-e-xhddjkk-edrdjlhjd-y/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhddjkk-edrdjlhjd-jl/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhddjkk-edrdjlhjd-jr/





204 37th Avenue North, #182
St. Petersburg, FL 33704








From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: RE: RNC in JAX: Media Request
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 12:52:42 PM
Attachments: image001.png


I will send them our provide RNC statement.
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 12:04 PM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Fw: RNC in JAX: Media Request
 
 
 


From: Alexander Nazaryan <alexander.nazaryan@verizonmedia.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 11:10 AM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RNC in JAX: Media Request
 
Dear Dr. Rolle,
 
Working on Yahoo News story on Republican National Convention.
 
Do you think it's safe to hold it in Jacksonville? 
 
I ask because you've got rising covid cases.
 
Looking for on record comment. Writing for today. Thanks.
 



mailto:Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov

mailto:Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov

mailto:alexander.nazaryan@verizonmedia.com

mailto:Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov

https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2020/06/27/florida-duval-county-again-set-single-day-records-for-new-coronavirus-cases/







--
Alexander Nazaryan
National Correspondent, Yahoo News
o:  202.624.9322
m: 718.612.3356








From: Frank Denton
To: Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Republican National Convention
Date: Sunday, July 5, 2020 3:56:18 PM
Attachments: Letter to Dr. Rolle.docx


Dear Dr. Rolle,
Please read attached letter.
Thank you,
Frank M. Denton, Ph.D.
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July 5, 2020





Dear Dr. Rolle:


I am a volunteer helping a group of prominent Jacksonville attorneys who, working pro bono for concerned local people and organizations, will petition a state court to intervene in the plan to hold the Republican National Convention here even as the COVID-19 pandemic worsens.


The convention promises to pack the 15,000-seat VyStar Veterans Memorial Arena in violation of state and local mandates to avoid large gatherings, maintain social distancing and wear face masks. Please see this story from The New York Times this past week:


https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/29/us/politics/rnc-masks-convention.html


	The legal action will not seek to stop the convention but, rather, require it to be conducted in a safe manner as prescribed by public-health experts like you. The plaintiffs are not acting politically and, in fact, point out that the convention could be held more safely in the nearby TIAA Bank Field, which is open-air and much larger and would allow social distancing.


	We are asking if you would be willing to sign an affidavit, or at least a letter, with your opinion about the public-health implications of packing 15,000 people inside a closed arena. The lawyers would be happy to prepare an affidavit with your positions for your review and approval.


	We believe this is the last chance to avert what could be a public-health disaster for the people of greater Jacksonville, as well as the attendees at the convention and their later social contacts in every state.


	Will you help us?


Sincerely,


Frank M. Denton, Ph.D.





frankmdenton@gmail.com


904-832-5655










From: Zumwalde, Susan J
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: RE: Keep Your Head Up!
Date: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 1:09:50 PM
Attachments: image002.png
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Thank you for your well put words of encouragement.  It does feel that we are “attacked” on all
sides.  In reality, we are not…we are just absorbing this discomfort as shock absorber so that we can
continue to the wild ride!  You are appreciated!!!!  
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:38 PM
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users <_CHD16all@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Keep Your Head Up!
 


Good afternoon Team Duval!


 


We are now into Week 25 of our County Health Department COVID-19 response.  A
lot has happened since I last wrote you.  We have had several team members retire
or simply decide to pursue other opportunities.  We have celebrated births, marriages,
graduations and various life events all while attempting to serve the community.  As
we were busy doing the work of public health, the world began to spiral out of control.
The COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to slowly increase, and we watched in
disbelief as the world took to the streets in response to the recent events in the United
States.  During this time, we also learned that Jacksonville would host the Republican
National Convention.  So much has happened indeed.


Please know that our work is valuable and must continue.  Now more than ever, we
need to ride the wave and build a better boat.  Or to put it a different way…in the
words of Tupac Shakur, “Keep Your Head Up!”  I know that some of you are tired and
you’re wondering when will it end?  While others are thinking, “This is what we live
for!”, “This is what we do!”.  I say to you “Keep Your Head Up!”  Public health is on
display.  Although you may not be activated to work the COVID-19 response at this
time, you are still a public health ambassador.  Your words mean something.  Every
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social media post and every conversation is an opportunity to use your super power
to do good and educate those you’re connected with.


While we all have differing opinions regarding the pandemic, race and racial issues,
politics, religion, etcetera let us not allow that to hinder us from working together to
tackle the work at hand.  As a public servant, the operative word is servant.  Let us
not forget that.  We have a responsibility to protect, promote and improve the health
of all people.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you while riding the wave and
building a better boat.  Keep your head up Team Duval!!


 


Be well,








From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Zumwalde, Susan J
Subject: Re: Keep Your Head Up!
Date: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 1:39:26 PM
Attachments: image002.png
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You're welcome Susan.  Thanks!


From: Zumwalde, Susan J <Susan.Zumwalde@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 1:09 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: Keep Your Head Up!
 
Thank you for your well put words of encouragement.  It does feel that we are “attacked” on all
sides.  In reality, we are not…we are just absorbing this discomfort as shock absorber so that we can
continue to the wild ride!  You are appreciated!!!!  
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:38 PM
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users <_CHD16all@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Keep Your Head Up!
 
Good afternoon Team Duval!
 


We are now into Week 25 of our County Health Department COVID-19 response.  A
lot has happened since I last wrote you.  We have had several team members retire
or simply decide to pursue other opportunities.  We have celebrated births, marriages,
graduations and various life events all while attempting to serve the community.  As
we were busy doing the work of public health, the world began to spiral out of control.
The COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to slowly increase, and we watched in
disbelief as the world took to the streets in response to the recent events in the United
States.  During this time, we also learned that Jacksonville would host the Republican
National Convention.  So much has happened indeed.
Please know that our work is valuable and must continue.  Now more than ever, we
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need to ride the wave and build a better boat.  Or to put it a different way…in the
words of Tupac Shakur, “Keep Your Head Up!”  I know that some of you are tired and
you’re wondering when will it end?  While others are thinking, “This is what we live
for!”, “This is what we do!”.  I say to you “Keep Your Head Up!”  Public health is on
display.  Although you may not be activated to work the COVID-19 response at this
time, you are still a public health ambassador.  Your words mean something.  Every
social media post and every conversation is an opportunity to use your super power
to do good and educate those you’re connected with.
While we all have differing opinions regarding the pandemic, race and racial issues,
politics, religion, etcetera let us not allow that to hinder us from working together to
tackle the work at hand.  As a public servant, the operative word is servant.  Let us
not forget that.  We have a responsibility to protect, promote and improve the health
of all people.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you while riding the wave and
building a better boat.  Keep your head up Team Duval!!
 


Be well,








From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Delegation  for 7.21.20: John Lewis  — mistaken identity  — another trillion  — remdesivir  — The Swamp


Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 1:45:25 PM


  


Much of the weekend was spent lauding the life and achievements of
civil rights icon John Lewis, who died on the evening of July 17. The
term “icon” is frequently tossed around, but it is a perfect fit for Lewis for
a multitude of reasons.


Their followers often love icons, but at a minimum, they have the
respect of others who admire what they stood for even if politics would
have them on opposite sides of a multitude of issues. To illustrate the
point, nearly every member of the Florida delegation offered public
comments, encapsulated below, on Lewis’s passing and what he stood
for.


AN ICON REMEMBERED
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President Donald Trump simply described Lewis as a “civil rights hero”
in a tweet. Others offered various comments covering his life as a
fearless civil rights pioneer and his service in Congress covering more
than 30 years.


RIP: John Lewis left an indelible mark on American civil rights.


Lewis was arrested dozens of times as he marched for equality. In their
tributes, Democratic Reps. Val Demings, Stephanie Murphy, Alcee
Hastings and Ted Deutch spoke of his penchant for getting into “good
trouble.” Along with Hastings, fellow Democrats Charlie Crist and
Donna Shalala described him as the “conscience of Congress.”


Sen. Rick Scott said Lewis “spent his entire life giving a voice to the
voiceless.” Sen. Marco Rubio called him “a genuine American hero,”
but that tweet posted an incorrect photo that kept the media busy for
hours (see “Mistaken identity”) below.


Each year, Lewis would return to Selma, Alabama and the Edmund
Pettus Bridge to remember the events of March 7, 1965, known as
Bloody Sunday. He invited colleagues from both parties to join him
each year, something Democratic Rep. Kathy Castor recalled and
Republican Rep. Michael Waltz regretted that he would not be able to
take Lewis up on the offer to join him.


Democratic Rep. Frederica Wilson knew Lewis as well as anyone,
having attended college together at Fisk University and serving with him
in Congress. She said “the world has lost a true giant and a role model.”
Republican Rep. Neal Dunn said: “Regardless of party affiliation, we
have lost a great American and friend,” while GOP Rep. Daniel
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Webster called him a “fighter for freedom.”


Democratic Reps. Darren Soto and Lois Frankel, as well as
Republican Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart aptly described Lewis as “an
American hero.” Republican Rep. Matt Gaetz said America is a “better,
more just nation because we had the blessing to call John Lewis our
fellow American.”


Lewis was said to be soft-spoken and expressed no bitterness,
prompting Republican Rep. Ted Yoho to describe him as a “pillar of
humility,” while GOP colleagues Vern Buchanan and Gus Bilirakis
served long enough with the Georgia Democrat to describe him as “a
friend.” Democratic Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz said he
“exemplified goodness and kindness.”


Republican Rep. Ross Spano described Lewis as “an institution in the
halls of Congress,” while fellow Republican John Rutherford said:
“America is a better and freer place because of him.”


Democratic Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell recalled words from Lewis
to “use our voices for justice,” as Rep. Al Lawson called him “my hero
and my friend.” Republican Rep. Greg Steube offered that Lewis “used
the system to continue his fight for justice.”


It might be easy to dismiss much of the above as mere words, but it
demonstrates that Lewis left his mark around the country, not just
Capitol Hill. As a man who suffered a fractured skull on that March day
in 1965, he contributed his own blood to Bloody Sunday.


The Edmund Pettus Bridge is named after a Confederate Brigadier
General, U.S. Senator, and a Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan. Calls
to rename the structure have simmered, but now South Carolina
Democratic Rep. James Clyburn is leading an effort to have it
renamed in honor of Lewis.


Expect that movement to gain strength. The John R. Lewis Bridge has
a nice ring to it.
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As tributes came pouring in over the weekend on the life and legacy of
Lewis, Rubio was among those offering his thoughts and condolences.
Unfortunately, both Rubio and Alaska Sen. Don Sullivan posted photos
of the late Rep. Elijah Cummings along with their messages,
prompting a derisive response from the media.


“Two out of a hundred Senators; both getting this wrong; both within
hours; neither learning from the other,” said CNN’s Brian Stelter, one
of several weighing in. “What can you say other than this is humiliating
for the Senators and I hope that they and their staffs learn a thing or
two from this episode.”


Rubio acknowledged the mistake and posted a new tweet with the
proper photo. While some would argue that a negative story should
not be kept alive, Rubio and his staff did learn a thing or two and posted
instances where the national media made the same mistake,
including CNN.


MISTAKEN IDENTITY
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Oops.


“Never post a photo unless it has been verified as accurate by a major
media outlet such as @CNN,” he said. “These people are trained
professionals who never make mistakes such as using the wrong photo
or misidentifying someone.”


Stelter did say in his report that “the two men have been mixed up over
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the years,” and credited both Senators with quickly “correcting the
record.” He did not mention that CNN was one of those confusing Lewis
and Cummings in the past.


  


This week, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell is expected to
unveil the Republican version of the next coronavirus aid bill. The
pending bill received greater attention when The Washington Post cited
anonymous sources indicating the White House is opposed to
sending billions to the states for contact tracing and testing,
preferring to exhaust remaining unspent funds.


Unspent funds are a key factor in determining the size of the GOP
proposal. Scott wrote to Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin asking
for details on how already appropriated funding is being spent.


What's another trillion between friends? Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
is about to submit a coronavirus relief bill that tops $1 trillion. Image via AP.


“Without a comprehensive understanding of how the more than $1
trillion in state and local government funding already allocated for
coronavirus response is being spent, it would be reckless and
irresponsible for Congress to consider additional spending,” Scott
wrote. “We need a clear picture of what has been spent or unspent in
order to make informed decisions to help the American people.”


McConnell said the proposal would be a starting point to begin
negotiating with Democrats and the White House toward agreement on
a package. Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer said the Senate
“needs to immediately pass at least $1 trillion in aid to states, cities,
and towns upon return from a two-week July recess.”


ANOTHER TRILLION, PLEASE
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Scott has long believed some governors and federally-elected officials
representing states with large pension fund debts are trying to use
coronavirus funds to plug some budget holes. He accused Schumer of
furthering that goal with his latest request.


“It’s irresponsible and reckless that Schumer wants to take money from
American taxpayers and use it to save liberal politicians like Gov.
(Andrew) Cuomo from the consequences of their poor budget
choices,” Scott said in a statement. “Floridians shouldn’t have to backfill
New York’s state budget and pension fund, and I won’t let it happen.”


  


Two weeks ago, a shortage of the COVID-19 treatment drug
remdesivir brought calls from delegation Democrats, led by Crist, to
expedite a shipment of the medication that usually lessens the effects
of the virus. A resupply arrived, but a bipartisan group of delegation
members was again begging for more by the end of last week.


In a letter led by Rubio and Shalala to Health and Human Services
Secretary Alex Azar, and signed by every member of the delegation,
the lawmakers thanked the administration for the 17,080 vials, but is
“far short of what Florida hospitals still require and were led to believe
would be allotted.” Rubio indicated the wires are crossed between the
state and federal governments.


There's a shortage of remdesivir in Florida, something the Florida delegation is
working with the federal government to remedy. Image via AP.


“Shipments are coordinated by the federal govt & we have a bad
disconnect between what they think we need & what we really need,”
he tweeted. “Working hard to solve this problem immediately.”


Within 24 hours, Gov. Ron DeSantis said help toward treating “five or


REMDESIVIR DISCONNECT
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six thousand patients” was on the way. He said Vice President Mike
Pence assured him the new supply was scheduled to arrive by the first
of the week, which was met with great relief.


“(Saturday’s) announcement is a welcome one, and I appreciate
everything the White House did to make this happen,” Rubio said in a
statement. “I will continue working with the administration to ensure
Florida’s hospitals and the health care professionals battling this
pandemic on the front lines have every available federal resource at
their disposal.”


  


It is no secret that Gaetz is not camera-shy, appearing on political
programs on all of the cable networks. He will soon be featured in an
upcoming HBO production, along with two of his GOP conservative
colleagues.


The HBO documentary “The Swamp,” scheduled to premiere August 4,
follows Gaetz and Republican Reps. Thomas Massie of Kentucky and
Ken Buck of Colorado. Gaetz shared the trailer on his Twitter account
last week with the caption, “Move over Joe Exotic,” referring to the
former media sensation now incarcerated for multiple charges of
animal abuse and murder for hire.


"I didn't run as someone to unify Washington, I ran to change
Washington," Gaetz says in the trailer, which opens with a shot of the
Fort Walton Beach Republican receiving praise from Trump.


To watch the trailer, click on the image below:


The title refers to a campaign promise made by the President, and
many others before him, in 2016 when he pledged to “drain the swamp”


DRAIN THE SWAMP
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of lobbyist-influenced policy. It is expected to cover how control and
power work behind closed doors in Washington while focusing on
"money-raising above all else, plaguing Congress on both sides of the
aisle.”


The documentary will provide behind-the-scenes access to the U.S.
House’s inner workings and events such as the Robert Mueller
investigation and the President’s impeachment proceedings.


  


Rep. Rutherford and Ben Carson, the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development, met July 20 at Sulzbacher’s EnVision Center in
Jacksonville to celebrate the work being done to support the homeless
population of Northeast Florida.


Rutherford serves on the House Appropriations Subcommittee that
oversees HUD, and he supported the passage of the bipartisan
CARES Act earlier this year.


Ben Carson visits Sulzbacher’s EnVision Center in Jacksonville to praise its work
with the homeless.


The Sulzberger Center places more than 500 people in permanent
housing every year, and it serves more than 500,000 nutritious meals
throughout the year.


Northeast Florida has seen an 82% reduction in homeless veterans and
a 46% reduction of homeless families from 2009 to 2019. The
chronically homeless have been reduced by 60% in that span, and
Rutherford lauded the work done in that sphere.


HELPING THE HOMELESS
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“Public-private partnerships like the Sulzbacher Center, are critical in
our fight against homelessness,” Rutherford said. “By investing in our
communities and providing individuals with the support they need to
lead independent lives, Northeast Florida has been able to consistently
reduce homelessness in the region.


“I am proud to work with Secretary Carson and my colleagues in
Congress to ensure homeless individuals and families have the
resources they need to find permanent housing and get back on their
feet.”


  


A bicameral resolution originally introduced September by Demings
calling for increased diversity in American media is one step closer to
passage. Last week, the House Committee on Energy and Commerce
reviewed and forwarded the legislation.


The resolution reaffirms Congress’ commitment to increasing media
diversity and also pledges to work with the media and diverse
stakeholders to develop common-ground solutions designed to
eliminate media diversity barriers and facilitate “an informed and
engaged electorate.”


Val Demmings is seeking to diversify American media.


“America is the greatest country in the world, and we can realize our
exceptionalism when America’s greatness is accessible to everyone,”
the Orlando Democrat said in a news release.


“At a time when America feels more divided than ever, now is the time


DEMINGS BILL PASSES
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to promote a diversity of artistic voices and journalistic enterprises, to
ensure that every American has the opportunity to have their stories
told, their songs sung, and their experiences valued. Who tells the story
matters.”


Demings’ office notes that the resolution expresses “having
independent, diverse, and local media that provide exposure to a broad
range of viewpoints and the ability to contribute to the political debate is
central to sustaining that informed engagement.”


Last year, Demings also hosted the inaugural Media Diversity
Innovation Summit on Capitol Hill. Additionally, she formed the Media
Diversity Congressional Brain Trust to support efforts to access and
expand opportunities for “professionals of color” in the media industry.


Republican Rep. Jenniffer González-Colón of Puerto Rico is the
resolution’s original co-sponsor. Joining to sponsor the resolution in the
Senate are Rubio and Nevada Democrat Jacky Rosen.


  


Last week, Bilirakis, who sits on the U.S. House Veterans Affairs
Committee, co-introduced bipartisan legislation to improve the quality
of medical care to veterans from private providers. Bilirakis and
California Democrat Mike Levin are the original co-sponsors of the bill
sponsored by Delaware Democrat Lisa Blunt Rochester.


The VA Clinical Training in Evidence-based Treatments and
Military (TEAM) Culture Act would require that veterans receive
culturally competent, evidence-based mental health treatment from
private providers, as is already required of VA mental health providers.
The difficulties confronting veterans continue to rise, putting their overall
health in great jeopardy.


“The staggering suicide rate that continues to plague the veteran
community is much higher than the rates found in the general
population,” Bilirakis said in a news release. “This problem is indicative
of the fact that we are not doing enough to recognize the warning signs
of those who may be at risk and providing effective interventions and
support needed to prevent this tragic outcome.”


SUICIDE PREVENTION



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkdluhl-edrdjlhjd-jh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkdluhl-edrdjlhjd-jh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkdluhl-edrdjlhjd-jk/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkdluhl-edrdjlhjd-ju/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkdluhl-edrdjlhjd-ju/





Gus Bilirakis and California Democratic Rep. Mike Levin seek to boost VA
services during the pandemic.


The legislation requires all private mental health providers to follow the
same standards and requirements as VA mental health providers,
require providers to take courses on military culture as well as the
evaluation and management of suicide, PTSD, Traumatic Brain Injury
(TBI), and military sexual trauma (MST).


Bilirakis points to the most recent Veterans Affairs report, which
reveals that in 2017, the suicide rate for veterans was one and one-half
times the rate for a non-veteran adult. After adjusting for population
differences in age and sex, the average for veterans was 16.8 suicides
per day. Additionally, there were 919 suicides among never federally
activated former National Guard and Reserve members, an average of
between two and three suicides per day.


“It is imperative that both those within the VA and out in the community
are properly trained on veteran-specific mental health issues and that
they all better understand treating those from a military culture,” the
Palm Harbor Republican added. “I’m glad to join forces in this bipartisan
initiative to ensure our heroes get the help they need.”


  


Bilirakis achieved a victory for wounded veterans this week when he
helped pass the Ryan Kules Specially Adaptive Housing
Improvement Act. The legislation, named after former Army officer and
current Wounded Warrior Project emissary Ryan Kules, will help
expand the Veterans Association Specially Adapted Housing Grant
Program.


Grants from the program can be used to help provide for the unique
housing needs of veterans, including assistance in building, revising or
remodeling an adapted home. Veterans eligible for the grant typically


IMPROVING VET HOUSING
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have lost two limbs and are relying on a wheelchair.


Gus Bilirakis helped push a bill named after Wounded Warrior Project emissary
Ryan Kules.


Kules was injured in November 2005 during a deployment to Iraq when
his vehicle was hit by an improvised explosive device. He survived and
was ultimately in a coma for two weeks before his rehabilitation, and he
spoke to the VA Economic Opportunity Subcommittee last year.


“When I heard of the challenges Ryan faced when he wanted to buy a
new home to accommodate his growing family, because he could not
use the SAH benefit a second time due to program limitations, I knew
something needed to be done,” said Bilirakis. “Many of these young and
severely wounded warriors are returning home in their early twenties.


As they mature and their circumstances change through marriage, the
birth of additional children, etc., they need a benefit that changes with
them so that they can fully enjoy their lives. Our bill helps to make that
happen. I am proud we were finally able to push this important bill
across the finish line.”


Kules, for his part, was thrilled for the changes this will make for his
fellow veterans.


“This vote is a great step toward ensuring wounded veterans have
access to flexible resources to adapt their homes, which helps meet
their changing needs throughout life,” he said. “The proposed changes
will reduce financial stress for families like mine who use or need the
Specially Adapted Housing benefit, and it will give them more peace of
mind, freedom, and comfort in their homes. I’m grateful for the
representatives who supported this act.”



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkdluhl-edrdjlhjd-tj/





  


Veterans and Crist both gained significant wins this week when the
House passed the Veteran Treatment Court Coordination Act and is
headed to the President’s desk for signature. The bill, sponsored by
Crist, calls for coordination of care, counseling, and support for
veterans.


A growing number of veterans face mental issues after they leave the
military and often land in the criminal justice system. Veteran treatment
courts, which are designed to focus on treatment in lieu of
incarceration, are currently supported by volunteers, but are not
coordinated with the Department of Justice (DOJ).


Charlie Crist gets a significant win for promoting the veteran's treatment court
system.


“Our veterans sacrificed to keep us safe. They have earned our support
and understanding for the unique challenges they often face,” Crist said
in a news release. “I have seen firsthand the life-changing impact
veteran treatment courts can have, getting veterans into treatment
instead of jail.”


Coordination with DOJ would help provide technical assistance, grants,
and best practices for communities, who either have a treatment court
or seek to establish one. The bill establishes the Veteran Treatment
Court Program within the Office of Justice Programs, providing
coordinated technical assistance to veteran advocates and local
officials to help them stand up and expand treatment court programs.


“While Pinellas has a model veterans treatment court, most
communities do not,” Crist added. “Our bill is not just a win for Pinellas
and Pasco veterans, it will help expand and bolster programs
nationwide — providing the counseling, care, and support our veterans


TREATMENT COURTS APPROVED
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need.”


Crist’s bill attracted 135 co-sponsors, including 22 from within the
delegation. The Senate companion bill was sponsored by Arizona
Republican Martha McSally and co-sponsored by both Scott and
Rubio.


  


A group of Republican lawmakers are backing efforts to ban the social
media app known as TikTok. The app, highly popular among young
people around the world, is linked to the Chinese Communist Party,
prompting the members to urge Trump to take action against “to stop
the CCP’s sophisticated espionage.”


In a letter to Trump led by Reps. Buck of Colorado and Jim Banks of
Indiana, the members point to the personal data TikTok admits to
collecting and, according to the signers of the letter, “shares with the
CCP.” Among those signing the letter are Reps. Gaetz of Fort Walton
Beach, Dunn of Panama City, Spano of Dover, Yoho of Gainesville, and
Steube of Sarasota.


Republicans are trying hard to ban the app TikTok.


“It is clear the United States should not trust TikTok or any other
Chinese-affiliated social media websites or apps to protect Americans’
data, privacy, or security,” they wrote. “As such, we urge you to take
strong action to stop the CCP’s sophisticated espionage campaign
against our country and protect our national security.”


In a news release, Steube points to the company’s privacy policy that


TIKTOK BAN URGED
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says they can “collect information you share with TikTok from third-
party social network providers, and technical and behavioral information
about your use of the platform.” The app follows Chinese censorship
rules and removes content that mentions things such as Tiananmen
Square, Tibetan independence, or banned religious groups.


He also stated that in June, India banned several Chinese-affiliated
apps, including TikTok. Last December, the United States Army banned
soldiers from using TikTok since it was considered a security threat by
the Department of Defense.


“Using apps like TikTok to collect American data and violate our privacy
and safety is just another tactic the Chinese Communist Party uses to
spy on our citizens,” Steube said. “These types of apps should be
investigated, banned, and the CCP leaders responsible should be held
accountable.”


  


As large numbers of Floridians continue to become infected with the
coronavirus, calls to take bolder steps to stop the threat also continue
to increase. An unpublished report dated July 14, was prepared for the
White House Coronavirus Task Force which recommends that hotspot
states such as Florida roll back reopenings in some areas.


The article about the coronavirus red zone was originally published by
the Center for Public Integrity, a nonprofit newsroom based in
Washington, D.C.


The portion devoted to Florida divides the states into zones depending
on the level of positive tests and hospitalizations. Florida has 22
counties and dozens of cities designated as “red zones,” where wearing
masks would be urged, some businesses would be further limited while
others would be closed again.


ROLLBACKS RECOMMENDED
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"None of us want to go through another shutdown," Ted Deutch says. Be we may
have to.


"None of us want to go through another shutdown, but here’s the thing;
the Governor’s unsafe and reckless rush to reopen, maybe the very
thing that forces our state to shut down again," said Deutch.


DeSantis has pledged the state will not close for a second time.


While guidelines from the White House should be well received, Deutch
wonders why the states have not seen them.


“This morning we found out that the White House has been preparing
guidance for our state," said Deutch. "Recommendations that they have
not shared publicly.”


  


Despite a voting record showcasing a reliable progressive, Wasserman
Schultz has attracted primary opponents during recent election cycles.
This year is no different.


Jen Perelman, a lawyer, is running against Wasserman Schultz in the
August 18 primary for the District 23 seat. She established two websites
to help voters learn more about Perelman and her views.


MISSING LINK
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Attorney Jen Perlman is primarying Debbie Wasserman Schultz. But two websites
with her name are directed to Schultz's congressional page.


Perelman was shocked to learn those clicking onto either link are
directed to Wasserman Schultz’s Congressional site. Perelman
apparently failed to check whether the domains were available, but
called out the Weston Democrat’s team on Twitter.


“Debbie Wasserman Schultz‘s team bought the following domains:
jenperelman.com jenperelmanforcongress.com, Perelman tweeted.
“You think they’re concerned about us yet? #JENerationalChange
#FL23”


Wasserman Schultz is backed for reelection by Democratic-leaning
organizations and institutions in the region, as well as the Miami Herald
and the South Florida Sun-Sentinel.


  


July 21, 2011 — The landing of the Space Shuttle Atlantis at Cape
Canaveral marked not only the end of the mission, but the end of an
era. The 30-year shuttle program officially signed off with no
replacement on the horizon, which means more than 1,500 workers are
set to be laid off.


Space program proponents criticized former President George W.
Bush and his successor, President Barack Obama for letting the
space program end, both for scientific and economic reasons. Sen. Bill
Nelson, who flew on the Shuttle Columbia in 1986, said he and fellow
lawmakers are “working to make sure NASA has post-shuttle plans and
the resources to build a new rocket that’ll get us to Mars.”


ON THIS DAY
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July 21, 2016 — Something most believed unimaginable is now official:
Donald Trump is the nominee of the Republican Party for President of
the United States. The New York real estate mogul accepted his party’s
nomination at the GOP convention in Cleveland, highlighting a to-do list
that can be accomplished by “breaking free from the petty politics of the
past.”


“Remember: all of the people telling you that you can’t have the country
you want are the same people that said Trump doesn’t have a chance,”
he told the assembled delegates and guests at the Quicken Loans
Arena. While the delegates appeared happy with their nominee, on the
previous day Texas Sen. Ted Cruz declined to publicly endorse Trump,
leaving the stage to a chorus of boos.
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From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: FW: Large-scale events -- WJXT Question
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 1:15:04 PM
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Hi, Dr Rolle.
 
Channel 4 has asked: Does the Health Department have a statement or recommendations for a
large-scale event like the RNC here in Jacksonville? Would such an event create an increased
potential for the spread of COVID-19 and what safety/health measures would need to be in
place to prevent a further resurgence of the virus?
 
May I just sent them this statement from earlier?
 
If the Republican National Convention is held in Duval County, The Florida Department of
Health in Duval County will work to support the city of Jacksonville to ensure the well-being of
event attendees.
 
The Department would work with local officials to ensure that all the appropriate measures
are being taken with regards to COVID-19 based on the current CDC guidance.
 
 


 


From: Joe McLean <jmclean@wjxt.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 1:11 PM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Fw: Large-scale events -- WJXT Question
 
Hi, Alison!
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Does the Health Department have a statement or recommendations for a large-scale event
like the RNC here in Jacksonville? Would such an event create an increased potential for the
spread of COVID-19 and what safety/health measures would need to be in place to prevent a
further resurgence of the virus?
 
Let me know if you have any info for me. 
 
Thanks!
 
Mc
 
 



Joe McLean  | News Reporter
WJXT Channel 4 | 4 Broadcast Place  |  Jacksonville, FL 32207
O: 904.393.9844
C: 816.777.8401
E: jmclean@wjxt.com
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From: Joe McLean <jmclean@wjxt.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 11:04 AM
To: CHD16_DCHD_Contact@flhealth.gov <CHD16_DCHD_Contact@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Large-scale events -- WJXT Question
 
Hi, Alison!
 
Does the Health Department have a statement or recommendations for a large-scale event
like the RNC here in Jacksonville? Would such an event create an increased potential for the
spread of COVID-19 and what safety/health measures would need to be in place to prevent a
further resurgence of the virus?
 
Let me know if you have any info for me. 
 
Thanks!
 
Mc
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Joe McLean  | News Reporter
WJXT Channel 4 | 4 Broadcast Place  |  Jacksonville, FL 32207
O: 904.393.9844
C: 816.777.8401
E: jmclean@wjxt.com
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From: DOH COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE
Subject: COVID-19 Media Clips --- Evening Edition (June 15)
Date: Monday, June 15, 2020 5:38:35 PM


COVID-19 Evening Media Clips
June 15, 2020


STATE HIGHLIGHTS
Florida welcoming visitors again - Free Masks, too. By Scott Powers on
June 15, 2020 © Florida Politics
The Sunshine State has reopened its welcome centers again to visitors.
Two of the centers, anyway.
The VISIT FLORIDA welcome centers on Interstate-75 coming in from Georgia and
Interstate-10 coming in from Alabama were reopened Monday, VISIT FLORIDA
President Dana Young told the organization’s board of directors Monday.
The Interstate-95 center leading in from Georgia remains closed for the time being, as the
state’s COVID-19 checkpoint there still is being enforced.
The centers all were closed in late March and early April at the height of the first fears of
the coronavirus crisis. Gov. Ron DeSantis shut down visitation from the New York area,
and from other places, and began requiring visitors from hotspots to undergo two weeks
of self-quarantine if they came to Florida. By then, most of Florida’s tourist attractions were
closed anyway, as tourism hit a hard stop.
“It’s been a long road for those welcome centers. I-95 will remain closed for now. But when
that checkpoint is removed, at I-95, that one will be reopening as well,” Young told her
board. “I-10 and I-75 will be operating with hand-sanitizing, social distancing measures, of
course, as laid out by public health officials.”
She said she expects an update on I-95 “in the coming days.”
In addition, VISIT FLORIDA received nearly a half-million masks from the Florida
Department of Health and the Florida Division of Emergency Management. Those will be
provided to welcome center staff and free to any visitors that might ask for them
throughout the summer, Young said.
“It’s helpful to people that might not have brought them. There still are many places where
you need a mask in Florida,” she said.
Young said she did not have an update on how the welcome centers’ reopening were
going, but “I would be pretty surprised if the response was not 100% positive.” She
promised a report at next week’s full board meeting.


_______________________________
With coronavirus a new health challenge, Florida Chamber launches
statewide Safety Council By Janelle Irwin Taylor on June 15, 2020 © Florida
Politics
The first of its kind group will focus on preventing workplace injuries and deaths.
To foster safety, health and sustainability among Florida businesses, the Florida Chamber of
Commerce is launching a new statewide Safety Council.
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As the first of its kind, the Florida Chamber Safety Council brings together safety professionals
from companies like ABC Fine Wine & Spirits, AdventHealth, Coca-Cola Beverages Florida, Fisher
Phillips, Florida Blue, NextEra Energy Inc., the University of Central Florida and Walt Disney Parks
and Resorts to create messaging that will establish an on-the-job safety culture.
“Business leaders in Florida know that their employees are their most valuable asset, and they
want to keep them safe,” said Mark Wilson, president and CEO of the Florida Chamber of
Commerce. “Job creators can do more by pooling their resources and learning from each
other. The Safety Council will unify businesses around what matters most — our people —
to make Florida the safest, healthiest, and most sustainable state in America.”
The initiative comes as the Chamber continues efforts to boost Florida’s economy from 17th in
the world to 10th by 2030. The council will help ensure growth is done while still ensuring safety
in the workplace.
Florida businesses lacked a leading organization to work exclusively on preventing workplace
injuries and deaths, leaders said.
The council and its leaders plan to use research to establish benchmarks for training.
“Safety is job one for every employer, and we now have a statewide leadership effort, for and by
safety professionals, focused on making Florida as safe as possible,”
said Mark Morgan, the inaugural chair of the Florida Safety Council’s Leadership Advisory Board
and senior human resources manager for Corporate Safety & Workers’ Compensation at NextEra
Energy Inc.
Katie Yeutter will serve as the council’s president. She previously served as president of another
state Safety Council and led that chapter in earning five national awards for excellence in service
execution, training and revenue generation.
The Florida Chamber Safety Council will be part of a network of similar groups nationwide.
“We will set the national standard on what the Safety Council can provide to businesses, and that
includes everything from day-to-day safety programs to help with long-term issues such as
preventing opioid and marijuana use, and supporting mental health,” Yeutter said.
While the council aims to benefit all businesses, it will prioritize work with small and mid-sized
businesses that lack full-time safety experts on staff.
“With the collective knowledge and impact of the Leadership Advisory Board, we can create
world-class safety programs that don’t currently exist,” Yeutter said. “We will bring all of this
brainpower to one table and then share it with companies throughout Florida.”
The Safety Council is part of the Florida Chamber’s 2020-2025 Strategic Plan and comes as the
state is on target to add 1.5 million jobs by 2030.
“I’ve been a safety, health, and environmental sustainability professional for many years, and the
Florida Chamber Safety Council is the right program at the right time for Florida,”
said Erin Black, vice president of Sustainability and Risk Management for Coca-Cola Beverages
Florida. “I’m honored to be part of the Safety Council Advisory Board to make Florida safer,
healthier and more sustainable for all.”
The council also comes as Florida businesses are reeling from historic job losses as a result of
economic shutdowns prompted by the novel coronavirus. As the state reopens its economy,
safety in the workplace has taken on a new and unexpected role by forcing employers to
consider epidemiology in their standard practices to keep both employees and customers safe
from the spread of COVID-19.


PRINT NEWS ACROSS THE STATE
Miami, Miami Beach mayors say no new restrictions yet, despite rising COVID-19 numbers
– 4:28 PM EDT © Miami Herald
Spike in coronavirus cases causes concern in Palm Beach County – 4:23 PM EDT © WFLX
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Fox 29
Key West Coronavirus Update and Information – 4:08 PM EDT © The Key Wester
Restaurants In These 5 Major Cities Are Shutting Down—Again – 4:08 PM EDT © Eat This,
Not that
As coronavirus cases rise, Immokalee starts workouts with rest of Collier – 4:07 PM EDT ©
NewsPress.com
Sarasota School Board to talk reopening, superintendent search – 3:59 PM EDT ©
Southwest Florida Herald Tribune
Latest On Coronavirus: New Hillsborough Daily High, Jail Cases Continue To Rise, And
More – 3:59 PM EDT © WUSF Public Media
Hillsborough County COVID-19 Cases Hit New Single Day High – 3:30 PM EDT © WUSF
Public Media
Mayor: COVID and CAC Updates – 3:23 PM EDT © WUWF.org Public Media
Hillsborough health official urges masks, social distancing to avoid rolling back reopening
measures  – 3:08 PM EDT © Business Journal of Tampa Bay
Coronavirus Florida: PBC cases rise beyond 9,000 – 3:06 PM EDT © The Palm Beach Post
Suwannee County adds 25 COVID-19 cases in past week – 3:04 PM EDT © Suwanee
Democrat
Lake COVID-19 cases spike by 99 in 3-day span; Sumter's up by 1 – 2:36 PM EDT ©
Leesburg Daily Commercial
Jacksonville doctors sign letter urging precautions at RNC – 2:30 PM EDT © Jacksonville
Daily Record
COVID Tests Show Alarming 43% Positive Rate In Agricultural Area – 2:29 PM EDT ©
Southwest Florida Online – Hendry and Glades County
FL Reports 3,400 Kids With Coronavirus Including 10 With Inflammation Illness – 2:22 PM
EDT © Scary Mommy
Collier County moves into phase ii of reopening – 2:20 PM EDT © La Famillia Broward
Palm Beach County leaders delay reopening of vacation rentals – 2:20 PM EDT © WPBF
Pinellas County Student-Athletes Return to Practice in Phases – 2:20 PM EDT © Tampa
Spectrum News
Florida’s youngest test positive for coronavirus at almost twice the rate – 2:08 PM EDT ©
Florida Today
June 15: What you need to know about the coronavirus in Brevard – 2:08 PM EDT ©
Florida Today
CORONAVIRUS UPDATE: Cases down slightly compared to weekend numbers – 1:25 PM
EDT © Northwest Florida Daily News
CORONAVIRUS: OFFICIAL CHART IS BAD FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY – 1:06 PM EDT ©
Boca News Now
Florida surpasses 77,000 COVID-19 cases, over 2,900 deaths, health officials say – 12:53 PM
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EDT © Action News Jacksonville
Bay County confirms 14 new COVID-19 cases – 12:44 PM EDT © Panama City Herald
Bayside Health Clinic staff member tests positive for COVID-19 – 12:44 PM EDT ©
TBNWeekly.com
Coronavirus: 1 new Volusia death and 28 new cases; 1,758 new cases statewide – 12:37 PM
EDT © Daytona Beach News Herald
Coronavirus update: Over 21,000 tests administered in Leon County – 12:29 PM EDT ©
The Tallahassee Democrat
44 new COVID-19 cases reported in Manatee County. Total count surpasses 1,400 – 12:21
PM EDT © Bradenton Herald
Woman, 85, dies in Calhoun County; Leon at 464 cases – 12:20 PM EDT © The Tallahassee
Democrat  
Bragg coronavirus testing site is remaining open – 12:20 PM EDT © The Tallahassee
Democrat  
Duval County surpasses 2,000 COVID-19 cases – 12:14 PM EDT © Florida Times-Union  
Florida has largest daily spike in COVID-19 cases after Republicans move convention to
Jacksonville – 12:14 PM EDT © Salon
June 15: Department of Health announces 1,758 new COVID-19 cases in Florida – 11:58 AM
EDT © Pensacola News Journal
Ninth Confirmed Case of COVID-19 in Gulf County – 11:55 AM EDT © Oyster Radio
Coronavirus in Collier County: What you need to know Monday, June 15 – 11:54 AM EDT
© Naples News
Coronavirus in Brevard, June 15: 20 new cases, total at 565 – 11:52 AM EDT © Florida
Today
Coronavirus testing underway in Orange County as positive cases increase across Florida –
11:44 AM EDT © Click Orlando
Percentages of positive COVID-19 test results rise in South Florida – 11:37 AM EDT © South
Florida Business and Wealth
Jacksonville’s COVID-19 cases pass 2,000 as Florida numbers jump another 1,758 – 11:34
AM EDT © News 4 Jax
With 14 new COVID-19 cases, Escambia County total at 999 – 11:34 AM EDT © Pensacola
News Journal
Florida coronavirus: State reports 1,758 new cases following weekend spike – 11:29 AM EDT
© New Channel 8
Miami Mayors Are Speaking Up After COVID-19 Cases Hit Back-To-Back Record Highs –
11:29 AM EDT © Narcity
Alachua County COVID-19 cases total 531 as of Saturday – 11:22 AM EDT © The Gainesville
Sun
Florida cases of COVID-19 reach beyond 77K – 11:15 AM EDT © Florida Politics
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Fla. Gov. DeSantis Announces Recommendations to Safely Reopen Florida's Education
System – 11:14 AM EDT © Targeted News Service
Florida Department of Economic Opportunity Provides Reemployment Assistance Update
– 11:14 AM EDT © Targeted News Service
Florida reports 1,758 new COVID-19 cases as state enters second week of phase 2
reopening – 11:03 AM EDT © Click Orlando
Coronavirus in Florida: What you need to know Monday, June 15 – 10:51 AM EDT ©
TCPalm
As more beaches reopen, Florida sees 2 consecutive days of 2,000-plus new COVID-19
cases – 10:46 AM EDT © KRONA4
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Epstein, Samantha
Cc: Nichols, Antonio C
Subject: Re: Approval Needed: RNC Call Sheet Drafts
Date: Saturday, June 13, 2020 12:03:24 PM
Attachments: image001.png


RNC Call Sheet 5 WJXT Kelly 6.12 (1) (Rolle, Pauline J).docx


This is the last of my edits.  I didn't need to edit all of the sheets.


From: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2020 3:31 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Nichols, Antonio C <Antonio.Nichols@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Approval Needed: RNC Call Sheet Drafts
 
Dr, Rolle-
 
Here are the attached call sheets for the RNC-related media inquiries that I have received so far.
Please note: call sheet 4 (the morning show) does not have questions. I asked Melanie for them, and
she has not responded to me
Just yet. Please let me know of any changes you would like before I send to ESF-14.
 
 


 



mailto:Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov

mailto:Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov

mailto:Antonio.Nichols@flhealth.gov





			Mission:


To protect, promote & improve the health
of all people in Florida through integrated
state, county & community efforts.


			


			Ron DeSantis


Governor





Scott A. Rivkees, MD


State Surgeon General





			Vision: To be the Healthiest State in the Nation














COVID-19 and the Republican National Convention 


Request Date:		           June 12, 2020


Request Time:			9:05 a.m.


Interview Date:			n/a


Interview Time:			n/a


Media Outlet:           		WJXT: Channel 4


Reporter:				Kelly Wiley


Reporter


Contact:				kwiley@wjxt.com





DOH-Duval PIO: 			Samantha Epstein




















I’m requesting to do a zoom interview (5-10 minutes) today with health experts on the Republican National Convention coming to Jacksonville and health logistics of handling such an event with COVID-19 in mind. 

This is the number one question we are getting from our viewers and I would love to be able to speak with our state health officials about it.


What will the COVID-19 precautions look like for the RNC events? Will masks be required? 6ft social distancing? 


That will depend significantly on what the COVID-19 data will reveal in the upcoming months. COVID-19 safety protocols can change daily, and standards could be different by August. The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will support the city of Jacksonville in its efforts to keep Jacksonville and event attendees safe and healthy by implementing current CDC guidance.


The convention was moved from Charlotte after a disagreement over COVID-19 precautions. Has anything in the way of leniency been promised to the RNC in regards to COVID-19 precautions? 


The Florida Department of Health’s mission is to protect, promote & improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county & community efforts; this will remain the case throughout and well after the pandemic. We will also continue to report and release our local and state COVID-19 data and also continue to recommend that CDC guidelines are followed.


Does the FDOH have any health and safety concerns for a large influx of people coming into the state from out-of-town? 


The health and safety of people is of the utmost importance to the Florida Department of Health.  Any time you have a mass event there are always concerns regarding the health and safety of attendees and the citizens of that city. The Department has been in emergency activation mode due to COVID-19 since March and will continue to do what it can to protect the health of the people throughout the pandemic, as well as provide education.


Is there a concern that there will be a spike in cases as a result? If so, what is being done to keep that from happening?


Mass gatherings may increase the risk of spreading the disease; however, we do not have any data at this time that specifically points to that as a contributing factor to current increases in cases. 


Did the FDOH have to present or submit any kind of documentation detailing a plan to the governor or to the RNC ahead of this event? 


The Florida Department of Health is available to work with the Governor and the Mayor to develop a plan to ensure the health of residents and event attendees.


Have you all been provided specific guidance from the CDC in relation to this event? If so, what was the guidance? 


CDC has general guidance on mass events. 


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/considerations-for-events-gatherings.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Flarge-events%2Fmass-gatherings-ready-for-covid-19.html


What additional resources does the FDOH need/planning on to properly prepare for the RNC? 


We continue to closely monitor local and state data to gain insight into trends and any other epidemiological information that will help us better understand the COVID-19 virus. We will make informed decisions based on data in order to keep the people of Jacksonville and attendees safe.
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From: St Laurent, Louise R
To: wcg@cokerlaw.com; frankmdenton@gmail.com
Cc: Meyer, Amy P; Medved, Daniel T; Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: FW: Republican National Convention
Date: Wednesday, July 15, 2020 9:53:50 AM
Attachments: image001.png


Requested Letter - DOH-Duval (23.5 KB).msg


Good morning, Mr. Gentry and Mr. Denton,
 
We are in receipt of Mr. Denton’s communications to Dr. Rolle noted below and in the attached
email.  Please be advised that any additional outreach regarding impending or current litigation,
including subpoenas for any testimony or other opinions from my client(s), should be directed to me
as General Counsel. 
 
Thank you,
 


Louise St. Laurent
General Counsel
Office of the General Counsel
Florida Department of Health
4052 Bald Cypress Way, A-02
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-4956 (Office)
(850) 597-3531 (Cell)
(850) 245-4790 (Fax)
 
 


From: Frank Denton <frankmdenton@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 4:13 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Re: Republican National Convention
 
Dr. Rolle,
I hope you have decided you can speak up. All the attorneys would need you to say is to repeat the
local, state and CDC recommendations on avoiding large crowds, socially distancing and wearing
masks.
If you have a few minutes sometime this week, W.C. Gentry, the prominent attorney who is the lead
attorney, and I would like to meet with you -- on Zoom or in person, socially distancing, of course.
Thank you for your consideration.
Frank
 
Frank M. Denton, Ph.D.
904-832-5655
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Requested Letter -  DOH-Duval


			From


			Medved, Daniel T


			To


			St Laurent, Louise R


			Recipients


			Louise.StLaurent@flhealth.gov





Louise – Just FYI.  This is pending.  Perhaps we can discuss when time allows on Tuesday.  Thanks.







 







 







Dan.
_______________________________________________
DANIEL T. MEDVED
Deputy General Counsel
County Health Departments/County Health Systems
Office of the General Counsel
Florida Department of Health
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Chief Legal Counsel
Northeast Consortium Legal Office
1845 Holsonback Drive
P.O. Box 9190, Bin 120
Daytona Beach, Florida 32120
Office: 386-274-0833; Direct: 386-274-0834
Cell: 386-547-3561; Fax: 386-274-0840
Email: Daniel.Medved@flhealth.gov 








Florida Department of Health Mission: To protect, promote and improve the health
of all people in Florida through integrated state, county, and community efforts.







 







Please note: Florida has a broad public records law.  Most written communications
to or from state officials regarding state business are public records available to the public
and media upon request.  Therefore, your emails may be subject to public disclosure.







 







 







 







From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 2:47 PM
To: Meyer, Amy P <Amy.Meyer@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Republican National Convention







 







I did receive this though. 







Pauline J. Rolle, MD, MPH, CPH







Interim Health Officer







Medical Executive Director







DOH-Duval







Get Outlook for Android
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From: Frank Denton <frankmdenton@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 3:56:08 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Republican National Convention 







 







Dear Dr. Rolle, 







Please read attached letter.







Thank you,







Frank M. Denton, Ph.D.














Letter to Dr. Rolle.docx


Letter to Dr. Rolle.docx


July 5, 2020







Dear Dr. Rolle:



I am a volunteer helping a group of prominent Jacksonville attorneys who, working pro bono for concerned local people and organizations, will petition a state court to intervene in the plan to hold the Republican National Convention here even as the COVID-19 pandemic worsens.



The convention promises to pack the 15,000-seat VyStar Veterans Memorial Arena in violation of state and local mandates to avoid large gatherings, maintain social distancing and wear face masks. Please see this story from The New York Times this past week:



https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/29/us/politics/rnc-masks-convention.html



	The legal action will not seek to stop the convention but, rather, require it to be conducted in a safe manner as prescribed by public-health experts like you. The plaintiffs are not acting politically and, in fact, point out that the convention could be held more safely in the nearby TIAA Bank Field, which is open-air and much larger and would allow social distancing.



	We are asking if you would be willing to sign an affidavit, or at least a letter, with your opinion about the public-health implications of packing 15,000 people inside a closed arena. The lawyers would be happy to prepare an affidavit with your positions for your review and approval.



	We believe this is the last chance to avert what could be a public-health disaster for the people of greater Jacksonville, as well as the attendees at the convention and their later social contacts in every state.



	Will you help us?



Sincerely,



Frank M. Denton, Ph.D.







frankmdenton@gmail.com



904-832-5655

















 
On Mon, Jul 6, 2020 at 4:33 PM Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov> wrote:


Good afternoon Mr. Denton,
 
Thank you for contacting me.  Please allow me an opportunity to review and get back to
you.
 
Sincerely,


From: Frank Denton <frankmdenton@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 3:56 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Republican National Convention
 
Dear Dr. Rolle,
Please read attached letter.
Thank you,
Frank M. Denton, Ph.D.
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users
Subject: Keep Your Head Up!
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:38:22 PM
Attachments: Outlook-dibe0g2m.png


Good afternoon Team Duval!
 
We are now into Week 25 of our County Health Department COVID-19 response.  A
lot has happened since I last wrote you.  We have had several team members retire
or simply decide to pursue other opportunities.  We have celebrated births, marriages,
graduations and various life events all while attempting to serve the community.  As
we were busy doing the work of public health, the world began to spiral out of control.
The COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to slowly increase, and we watched in
disbelief as the world took to the streets in response to the recent events in the United
States.  During this time, we also learned that Jacksonville would host the Republican
National Convention.  So much has happened indeed.
Please know that our work is valuable and must continue.  Now more than ever, we
need to ride the wave and build a better boat.  Or to put it a different way…in the
words of Tupac Shakur, “Keep Your Head Up!”  I know that some of you are tired and
you’re wondering when will it end?  While others are thinking, “This is what we live
for!”, “This is what we do!”.  I say to you “Keep Your Head Up!”  Public health is on
display.  Although you may not be activated to work the COVID-19 response at this
time, you are still a public health ambassador.  Your words mean something.  Every
social media post and every conversation is an opportunity to use your super power
to do good and educate those you’re connected with.
While we all have differing opinions regarding the pandemic, race and racial issues,
politics, religion, etcetera let us not allow that to hinder us from working together to
tackle the work at hand.  As a public servant, the operative word is servant.  Let us
not forget that.  We have a responsibility to protect, promote and improve the health
of all people.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you while riding the wave and
building a better boat.  Keep your head up Team Duval!!


Be well,
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From: Turner, Scott M
To: DL CHD16 COVID19 Leadership
Subject: FW: Dashboard/ Merlin
Date: Monday, June 1, 2020 11:35:08 AM
Attachments: COVID Cases2020-06-01.xlsx


FYI
 


From: Kikuchi, Nicole K <Nicole.Kikuchi@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 11:31 AM
To: Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: Dashboard/ Merlin
 
Hi Scott,
 


       


 
     


 
Let me know if there is anything else I can do to help!
Nicole
 
Nicole Kikuchi, MPH, CPM
Surveillance Epidemiologist 
Bureau of Epidemiology 
Florida Department of Health 
Mobile: (850) 251-5786
 


From: Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 4:40 PM
To: Kikuchi, Nicole K <Nicole.Kikuchi@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: Dashboard/ Merlin
 
Hey Nicole,
 
Thanks for reaching out.  My daughter graduated this weekend, so I never got back around to this
issue.  I have a meeting a few minutes, but will respond in more detail about what I am seeing.







 
Thanks again,
 
Scott
 


From: Kikuchi, Nicole K <Nicole.Kikuchi@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 4:07 PM
To: Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: Dashboard/ Merlin
 
Hi Scott,
 


 
Thanks,
Nicole
 
Nicole Kikuchi, MPH, CPM
Surveillance Epidemiologist 
Bureau of Epidemiology 
Florida Department of Health 
Office: (904) 791-1526
Mobile: (850) 251-5786
 


From: Kikuchi, Nicole K 
Sent: Friday, May 22, 2020 5:52 PM
To: Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Eisenstein, Leah <Leah.Eisenstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: Dashboard/ Merlin
 
Hi Scott,
 


 







Thanks,
Nicole
 
Nicole Kikuchi, MPH, CPM
Surveillance Epidemiologist 
Bureau of Epidemiology 
Florida Department of Health 
Office: (904) 791-1526
Mobile: (850) 251-5786
 


From: Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Friday, May 22, 2020 4:45 PM
To: Eisenstein, Leah <Leah.Eisenstein@flhealth.gov>; Merlin Helpdesk
<Merlin.Helpdesk@flhealth.gov>; Fox, Brian <Brian.Fox@flhealth.gov>
Cc: DL CHD16 COVID19 Leadership <CHD16COVID19Leadership@flhealth.gov>; Kikuchi, Nicole K
<Nicole.Kikuchi@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Re: Dashboard/ Merlin
 


 
 


From: Eisenstein, Leah <Leah.Eisenstein@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Friday, May 22, 2020 4:41 PM
To: Merlin Helpdesk <Merlin.Helpdesk@flhealth.gov>; Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov>;
Fox, Brian <Brian.Fox@flhealth.gov>
Cc: DL CHD16 COVID19 Leadership <CHD16COVID19Leadership@flhealth.gov>; Kikuchi, Nicole K
<Nicole.Kikuchi@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: Dashboard/ Merlin
 


 
Thanks!
Leah
 
------------------------------------------------- 
Leah Eisenstein, MPH
Surveillance Epidemiologist
Bureau of Epidemiology, Division of Disease Control and Health Protection
Florida Department of Health
 
4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A12 (mail) 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1720 
4025 Esplanade Way, Room 240.01 (physical) 
Tallahassee, FL 32311 
Phone: (850) 901-6892 
Fax: (850) 922-9299 
Confidential Fax: (850) 414-6894 
Email: Leah.Eisenstein@flhealth.gov 
 
Please Note: Florida has a very broad public records law.  Most written communications to or from state officials regarding state business







are public records available to the public and media upon request.  Your email communication may therefore be subject to public
disclosure.
 
DOH Mission Statement: To protect, promote and improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county, and
community efforts.
 


From: Merlin Helpdesk <Merlin.Helpdesk@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Friday, May 22, 2020 4:30 PM
To: Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov>; Eisenstein, Leah <Leah.Eisenstein@flhealth.gov>;
Fox, Brian <Brian.Fox@flhealth.gov>
Cc: DL CHD16 COVID19 Leadership <CHD16COVID19Leadership@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: Dashboard/ Merlin
 


 
 


 
Thanks,
 
Merlin Help Desk – Angela Joyner
Bureau of Epidemiology | Division of Disease Control and Health Protection | Florida Department of Health
4052 Bald Cypress Way,  | Tallahassee, FL 32399-1720


Confidential Fax: 850.414.6894
 
 
 


From: Turner, Scott M 
Sent: Friday, May 22, 2020 3:20 PM
To: Merlin Helpdesk <Merlin.Helpdesk@flhealth.gov>
Cc: DL CHD16 COVID19 Leadership <CHD16COVID19Leadership@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Dashboard/ Merlin
 


 







 
Scott Turner, MPA, RS
Director of Environmental Health/ Interim Director of Epidemiology
Florida Department of Health-Duval County
900 University Boulevard, North
Suite 300/ M-45
Jacksonville, Florida 32211
Office: 904-253-2422
Follow us on Twitter: @FLHealthDuval
 
5-2-1-0: The Healthiest Way to Go!
Five or more fruits and vegetables every day.
Two hours or less of screen time every day.
One hour or more of physical activity every day.
Zero sugary drinks. More water and lowfat milk.
 
Mission: To protect, promote & improve the health of all people in Florida through
integrated state, county, & community efforts.
 
Please note: Florida has a very broad public records law.  Most written communications to or from state officials
regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request.  Your e-mail, therefore, may
be subject to public disclosure.


 












From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.26.20 — Burnin’ today: DeSantis, Watkins, Curry,


Kriseman, Trump, Fauci
Date: Friday, June 26, 2020 4:02:27 AM


To begin, we wish a very happy birthday to our First Lady — Casey
DeSantis.



mailto:peterschorsch@floridapolitics.com

mailto:pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
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Very happy birthday to Florida's First Lady Casey DeSantis. Image via Colin
Hackley.


___


Next, all of us at Florida Politics would also like to wish a top-of-
Sunburn happy 40th anniversary to our dear friends, Nancy and
Robert Watkins. It is difficult to imagine any couple with more of an
outsized influence on Florida politics, yet they conduct themselves with
old-school charm, grace and decency — proof that class acts never go
out of style. Like so many, Michelle and I have been blessed to call
them friends. We trust there will be many more anniversaries to come.


  


—@ScottGottliebMD: Universal masking is the most obvious and least
intrusive intervention that states with large epidemics can now reach
for. But it won’t be enough at this stage. FL, TX, AZ, CA may all have to
consider limiting elective surgeries to once again free up hospital
capacity for COVID.


Tweet, tweet:


Situational awareness
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—@nikkifried: This pandemic is threatening to spiral out of control,
while leadership is rushing into further reopening. We need to take
action now. That’s why I am calling on @GovRonDeSantis to issue a
statewide order requiring masks to be worn in public places.


Tweet, tweet:
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Tweet, tweet:


—@Mdixon55: As expected, @EvanPower has filed a lawsuit
challenging Leon County’s mask order Attorneys are state Rep.
@AnthonySabatini and Richard Coates, who is a well-known
attorney in Florida GOP circles


Tweet, tweet:
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—@BenDiamondFL: I don’t want to sound like a broken record, but ...
Wear your mask. Wear your mask. Wear your mask.


—@DAnglinFox4: I’m merely a reporter covering countless COVID-19
issues ... HOWEVER — if I can see your nostrils you’re defeating the
purpose of wearing the mask. #LetsProtectEachOther


—@BillGalvano: Florida is proof that a balanced approach to
education is possible! Yesterday @GovRonDeSantis signed a historic
pay raise for teachers in our neighborhood public schools. Today he
signed legislation to increase access to school choice options for low
and middle-income families.


—@helenaguirrefer: 98% of the first graduating class of Cristo Rey
Tampa Salesian High School are going to college. The class
valedictorian has a full-ride scholarship to Rice University. Not bad. I
guess families know what school is best for their kids which is why it is
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called school choice.


—@Scott_Maxwell: Now do every other voucher school taxpayers
fund. Every year. Just like public schools. Is there a reason you and the
governor don't want taxpayers to see what they get for their money?
Accountability used to be an (allegedly) Republican value.


—@JoshGerstein: Another zinger of an order from Judge Amy
Berman Jackson, seeking records about Roger Stone's request to
delay his prison report date next week. This is her third demand for
follow-up info.


—@OhNoSheTwint: The good news is if you die at Disney World you
get to spend eternity in the Haunted Mansion.


  


NBA training camp — 4; MLB players report — 5; "The Outpost” with
Orlando Bloom and Scott Eastwood premieres — 7; NBA teams
travel to Orlando — 11; Major League Soccer will return to action — 12;
Disney World Magic Kingdom & Animal Kingdom to reopen — 15;
Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios to reopen — 19; Federal
taxes due — 19; MLB 60-game season begins — 27; "Mulan”
premieres — 28; TED conference rescheduled — 29; Christopher
Nolan’s “Tenet” premieres — 35; NBA season restart in Orlando — 35;
Democratic National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 52; Florida
primaries for 2020 state legislative/congressional races — 53; NBA
draft lottery — 58; Indy 500 rescheduled — 58; Republican National
Convention begins in Charlotte — 60; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March
— 63; U.S. Open begins — 66; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 70;
Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 72; Rescheduled date
for French Open — 94; First presidential debate in Indiana — 98;
"Wonder Woman" premieres — 98; Preakness Stakes rescheduled —
99; First vice presidential debate at the University of Utah — 106; NBA
season ends (last possible date) — 108; Second presidential debate
scheduled at the University of Michigan — 111; NBA draft — 111; Wes
Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 112; NBA free agency
— 114; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 120; 2020 General
Election — 130; “Black Widow” premieres — 134; NBA 2020-21 training
camp — 137; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 145; “No Time to
Die” premieres — 152; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 159; “Top Gun:
Maverick” premieres — 201; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 227; New
start date for 2021 Olympics — 392; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 401;
“Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres — 497; “Thor: Love
and Thunder” premieres — 595; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness” premieres — 637; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 679;
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 833.


Days until







  


“Florida tops 5,000 new coronavirus cases; CDC warns spread is
broader” via Joel Engelhardt of the Tallahassee Democrat — As more
and more places in Florida require masks, the stream of new
coronavirus cases continued to surge with more than 5,000 new cases
recorded statewide for the second straight day. And the number of
carriers of the fast-spreading respiratory disease may be much higher
than testing has confirmed. The number of infected Americans is likely
10 times higher than the number of cases reported, the head of the
CDC said Thursday. That means perhaps 20 million Americans have
the virus, which can go undetected, but the vast majority of the
population remains susceptible.


Corona Florida
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Ron DeSantis has been walking a tightrope for weeks during the coronavirus
crisis, trying to protect both Floridians vulnerable to the virus and the cratering


economy in a state of 21 million people. Image via AP.


“FL’s dumping ground for COVID-19: Just come on down and see
how many people you can infect” via Lucy Morgan of Florida Phoenix
— Looks like Florida is becoming the dumping ground for the most
contagious virus to hit the United States in years. Just come on down
and see how many people you can infect. Especially if there’s a
Republican thing going on with President Donald Trump in attendance.
So Trump quickly got Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry to open the
doors so they could all pour into his town in August. Surely no harm can
come from a bunch of partying, drinking politicians.


“Florida receives $250 million from CARES Act for affordable
housing COVID-19 relief” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics —
DeSantis announced Florida will receive $250 million in CARES Act
funding to provide rental and mortgage assistance for families impacted
by the COVID-19 pandemic. “Many families across our state have been
negatively impacted by COVID-19 through no fault of their own,”
DeSantis said. “This initiative strives to provide financial assistance
through multiple affordable housing programs to ensure these
Floridians receive the support they need during this difficult time.” The
funding will be divided into two funding pools for $240 million. The other
$10 million will be held for operational costs.


“Ousted COVID-19 dashboard manager Rebekah Jones to file
whistleblower complaint” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics —
Jones, the fired Department of Health data expert who operated its
COVID-19 dashboard, says she will file a whistleblower complaint and
other suits against the state. Jones says she was fired from the
department by the very person she had expressed a desire to file a
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complaint about in mid-May but never had the opportunity. After
discussing her complaint with her supervisor and her story going public,
she was fired for “repeated course of insubordination.” “I’ve spoken to
my lawyer and another lawyer, and in the next few weeks, we will be
filing that and others,” Jones said. Her complaint, as initially planned,
would have addressed the way case data was handled and removed
from the department’s public records.


“Cruise industry shutdown will put Port Canaveral $17 million in
red for budget year” via Dave Berman of Florida Today — The
ongoing shutdown of the cruise industry because of the coronavirus
pandemic will put Port Canaveral's operating budget more than $17
million in the red for the current fiscal year, newly released estimates
show. The revised budget shows that the port will have an estimated
loss of $17.44 million for the fiscal year ending Sept. 30, primarily
because cruise operations have been shut down since mid-March. That
compares with initial projections last summer that the port would have
an $8.34 million profit during the current budget year.


“Utility customers: Your unpaid pandemic bills are coming due” via
Malena Carollo of the Tampa Bay Times — After a monthslong pause
during the pandemic, Tampa Electric Co. will resume disconnections
later this summer for customers who don’t pay their bills. Florida’s major
utilities began a grace period for disconnections in March for customers
who were unable to pay their bills because of hardships caused by
COVID-19. Tampa Electric and its sister company, TECO Peoples Gas,
extended that period through the end of July, spokeswoman Cherie
Jacobs said. Duke Energy Florida does not have a specific end date
for its grace period. Disconnections for Tampa Electric customers,
Jacobs said, will resume in August. Customers who fail to pay their bill
by its due date would have 12 days from their due date to pay before
the utility disconnects them, Jacobs said.


“Florida's coronavirus response has MLB teams staying home for
spring training 2.0” via Tom D’Angelo of the News-Press — Florida’s
response to the coronavirus pandemic has been so mismanaged that
teams from New York, Boston and other hard-hit spots early on have
determined they are safer resuming spring training in their hometowns
than risk traveling to one of the country’s emerging hot spots. Who can
blame them? Florida’s curve is looking like the opposite of what you see
coming out Clayton Kershaw’s hand. This is when our economy
should be receiving a little boost with players and officials from 13
teams setting up camp for three weeks to prepare for the shortened
season. The only team that will resume workouts in Florida are the two
located in the state, the Marlins and Rays. Both likely will stay in their
home cities.
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“Drivers waited four hours for a COVID-19 test in Miami Beach.
State allows more tests” via Martin Vassolo of the Miami Herald —
Hundreds of people waited in line for up to four hours to be tested for
COVID-19 at the only state-run testing site in Miami Beach. A half-hour
before the testing center opened Thursday, a line of cars stretched for
nearly a mile from the canopied testing site near the Miami Beach
Convention Center in South Beach. With the numbers of positive tests
reported in Florida increasing rapidly, the demand for testing at the
Convention Center has trended up since the first week of June. On
June 19, the city recorded its highest daily tally, 753, since the facility
opened in early May.


Corona local
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People in Miami Beach waited as long as four hours to get COVID-19 tests.
Image via Miami Herald.


“Miami Beach extends COVID-19 emergency measures through
July 1” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Miami Beach City Manager
Jimmy Morales is extending the city’s emergency measures through
July 1 as the novel coronavirus continues to spread in the region.
“COVID-19 is still very active in Miami-Dade County,” read a release
from the city Thursday. “Businesses must adhere to the mandatory
guidelines for reopening that have been promulgated by both the City of
Miami Beach and Miami-Dade County.” Those restrictions include
social distancing mandates including staying 6 feet away from others.
Miami Beach has begun to open some businesses in recent weeks
such as restaurants and retail establishments. Beaches have also
opened.


“Religious exemption in PBC mask order adds to virus prey” via
Frank Cerabino of The Palm Beach Post — Palm Beach County’s
emergency order to require masks be worn in public places has a
significant flaw. The order, enacted this week to stem the rapid rise of
COVID-19 cases in the community, requires that facial coverings be
worn in businesses, government buildings, Palm Tran buses, and
outdoor public spaces where social distancing is not possible. So far, so
good. Then it lists seven areas where the mask requirement is waived.
Nearly all of them make sense: Kids under 2; While you’re eating;
People with medical conditions that make mask-wearing unsafe. But
then there’s this exemption: “Persons with religious beliefs or practices
for whom wearing a facial covering conflicts.” This does nothing but
undermine the emergency order.


“Palm Beach County’s mandatory mask order won’t affect
students — for now” via Andrew Marra and Hannah Morse of The
Palm Beach Post — With a debate raging over whether students should
wear face coverings in Palm Beach County’s schools, a new question
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has emerged: Who will decide? It was long presumed that the county
school board and leaders of the dozens of independently operated
charter schools and private schools would make the call. But when the
county government decreed this week to wear face coverings in “public
places” and any “business or establishment,” it set off confusion about
whether the order applies to schools. While the emergency order, which
expires July 24, exempts children at day care centers, it makes no such
waiver for students in public or private schools.


  


“Local Republican chair makes good on mask lawsuit again Leon
County” via Karl Etters of the Tallahassee Democrat — The morning
Leon County’s mask mandate went into effect, a lawsuit promised by
the chair of the local Republican Party was filed in circuit court. Power
is the chair of the Leon County Republican Party and has been vocal
about his opposition to the mask requirement unanimously approved
Tuesday. He maintains that the ordinance is a "far-left" effort to push
"mandatory mask-wearing to increase the fear that puts our small
businesses and economy at risk."


“Homeless coalition reports coronavirus infections among
residents, staff” via Kate Santich of the Orlando Sentinel — The
Coalition for the Homeless, the region’s largest homeless shelter,
reported its first five cases of COVID-19 infection Thursday, with three
residents and two staff members testing positive for the virus. All are
now in quarantine for at least 14 days, a coalition spokeswoman said.
So far, no one has required hospitalization. “First and foremost, our
thoughts are with these individuals with wishes for quick healing,” said
Allison Krall. “The health and safety of our guests and staff is always
our top priority.”


More local
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Homeless shelters in Orlando are starting to report COVID-19 outbreaks. Image
via the Orlando Sentinel.


“Back to Phase 1: Orange, Osceola courts pull back after attorneys
test positive for COVID-19” via Monivette Cordeiro of the Orlando
Sentinel — Courts in Orange and Osceola counties will limit their
operations again starting Monday after a spike in local coronavirus
cases. Chief Judge Donald Myers Jr. said the decision was made
Friday after data showed hospitalizations and positive cases in the
Orlando area skyrocketing. “The data just does not lead us to being
able to feel good about safe conditions inside the courtroom,” he said.
State Attorney Aramis Ayala said Thursday two of her employees,
including one attorney and one support staff, had tested positive for
COVID-19, the disease caused by the virus.


“Pensacola area Black-owned small business grant receives 125
applications” via Madison Arnold of the Pensacola News Journal —
Kenita Mitchell feared her tutoring and teaching business wouldn't
make it through the summer to the start of the school year when
parents and children might need her the most. Mitchell, the owner of
Harmonic Learning Education and Training, said she believed her
biggest demand will be this fall because of the uncertainty of what the
upcoming school year may look like amid the coronavirus pandemic.
The small business … has been closed since mid-March. “My biggest
demand is going to be when school starts so in order for me to fulfill
that demand, I've got to keep my doors open,” Mitchell said. Mitchell is
one of the 125 owners who applied for a Black-owned small business
grant from the Spring Entrepreneurial Hub.


“Sarasota Memorial Hospital bans visitors again amid uptick in
COVID-19 patients” via Zac Anderson of the Sarasota Herald-Tribune
— After easing restrictions on visitors earlier this month, Sarasota
Memorial Hospital is reversing course and limiting visitation again amid
an increase in COVID-19 patients. Sarasota Memorial was treating 36
COVID-19 patients on Thursday, more than triple the number of
patients hospitalized with the disease at the beginning of the month.
The hospital’s COVID-19 caseload peaked at 43 patients on May 10
and May 11 before dropping through the end of May. On June 1
Sarasota Memorial was down to 10 COVID-19 patients, with none in
the intensive care unit.


“Seminole schools work on reopening plans, including when to
wear face masks” via Leslie Postal of the Orlando Sentinel — As it
looks to reopen campuses in Aug., the county school district may
require students to wear face masks on buses, in hallways and in some
small-group settings — and older students might have to wear them
most of the school day. Administrators likely also will move to spread
out desks in classrooms, limit class changes, disinfect more frequently
and revamp cafeteria procedures in order to prevent the spread of the
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coronavirus. The county school board and district leaders spent more
than three hours Thursday reviewing proposals for how to open
campuses for the 2020-21 school year against the backdrop of rising
numbers of coronavirus cases in Florida and in the county.


“Disneyland’s reopening delayed, but Disney World plans still on
schedule, company says” via Dewayne Bevil of the Orlando Sentinel
— Plans to reopen Disneyland Resort in California have been
postponed, but the schedule for the phased reopening of Walt Disney
World has not changed, a Disney World spokeswoman said Thursday.
Disney had proposed reopening Disneyland theme park and sister
attraction Disney California Adventure July 17. But Wednesday
evening, the resort announced that the state of California will not
release theme-park reopening guidelines until after July 4. “Given the
time required for us to bring thousands of cast members back to work
and restart our business, we have no choice but to delay the reopening
of our theme parks and resort hotels until we receive approval from
government officials,” read a statement.


“Apple shuts 10% of U.S. stores again on virus with 14 in Florida”
via Mark Gurman of Bloomberg — Apple Inc. is closing an additional 14
U.S. retail stores because of recent increases in COVID-19 cases,
bringing the number shut after recently reopening to 32. The closings
will affect stores across Florida, Apple said in a statement. The decision
means that 16 of Apple’s 18 stores in the state have been closed again,
with just those in Jacksonville and Sarasota still open. “Due to current
COVID-19 conditions in some of the communities we serve, we are
temporarily closing stores in these areas,” an Apple spokesman said.
“We take this step with an abundance of caution as we closely monitor
the situation and we look forward to having our teams and customers
back as soon as possible.”


“Apple closing all South Florida stores again due to rising Florida
coronavirus cases” via Devoun Cetoute of the Miami Herald — All
stand-alone Apple stores in South Florida will be temporarily shut down
again due to Florida’s surging number of coronavirus cases over the
past two weeks, according to reports. On Friday, Apple will re-close 14
stores in Florida, including all stores in Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm
Beach counties, the company said in a statement to CNBC. This comes
after two Southwest Florida stores, in Naples and Estero, were closed
again on Wednesday. “Due to current COVID-19 conditions in some of
the communities we serve, we are temporarily closing stores in these
areas,” Apple said in a statement. “We take this step with an
abundance of caution as we closely monitor the situation.”
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Apple is closing stores. Again. Image via AP.


“St. Pete Mayor, Rays aren’t ruling out fans at games” via Marc
Topkin of the Tampa Bay Times — Rays officials are “actively
exploring” ways to have fans attending games at Tropicana Field this
season, and Mayor Rick Kriseman isn’t discounting the idea. “The
Mayor is open-minded on this,” communications director Ben Kirby
said via text. “He’s talked to the Rays. Everyone would like to see the
trajectory of the data change. But the Mayor is receptive to learning
more.” Specifically, Kirby said, “let’s hear more about how we keep
everyone safe.” Rays officials confirmed they are looking for ways to
host fans at the Trop, and also for Rowdies soccer games at Al Lang
Stadium, while working with area authorities.


“WWE star Renee Young says she tested positive for COVID-19”
via Derek Wallbank of Bloomberg — The announcer Young said she
has tested positive as cases in the U.S. continue to rise. The
development comes as World Wrestling Entertainment, the sports
entertainment company that has continued to produce pro wrestling TV
shows throughout the coronavirus pandemic at a Florida location,
grapples with rising positive cases both among its employees and
talent, as well as in the state where it set up production. WWE said it
“will continue COVID-19 testing of its talent, production crew and
employees in advance of TV productions for the foreseeable future.”
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If you read one thing — "How the virus won" via Derek Watkins,
Josh Holder, James Glanz, Weiyi Cai, Benedict Carey and Jeremy
White of The New York Times — Invisible outbreaks sprang up
everywhere. The United States ignored the warning signs. We analyzed
travel patterns, hidden infections and genetic data to show how the
epidemic spun out of control.


“America didn’t give up on COVID-19. Republicans did.” via Paul
Krugman of The New York Times — Earlier this year much of America
went through hell as the nation struggled to deal with COVID-19. More
than 120,000 Americans have now died; more than 20 million have lost
their jobs. But it’s looking as if all those sacrifices were in vain. We
never really got the coronavirus under control, and now infections are
surging. What went wrong? I keep seeing statements to the effect that
Americans were too impatient to stay the course, too unwilling to act
responsibly. But this is deeply misleading because it avoids confronting
the essence of the problem. Americans didn’t fail the COVID-19 test;
Republicans did. After all, the Northeast, with its largely Democratic
Governors, has been appropriately cautious about reopening, and its
numbers look like Europe’s.


Corona nation



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhhshd-edrdjlhjd-tr/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhhshd-edrdjlhjd-ty/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhhshd-edrdjlhjd-tj/





America didn't fail the COVID-19 test. Republicans did.


“180,000 U.S. deaths of COVID-19 by October. But mask order can
save 33,000” via Elinor Aspegren of USA Today — Experts have now
forecast that there will be 179,106 COVID-19 deaths in the United
States by Oct. 1. But a universal mask-wearing order in the U.S. could
save as many as 33,000 lives. Wearing a mask “is extremely low-cost,
and, for the individual, provides a one-third, as high as one-half,
reduction in the risk of transmission,” he said in a news release. “But at
the community level, can save an extraordinary number of lives.” The
projection comes as more than 34,000 new infections were reported
Wednesday by state health departments, the highest daily case count
since April.


“U.S. cases are probably 10 times higher than the official count,
CDC says” via The New York Times — The number of Americans who
have been infected with the coronavirus is most likely about 10 times
higher than the 2.3 million cases that have been reported, the director
of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said on Thursday.
“We probably recognized about 10% of the outbreak,” Dr. Robert
Redfield said on a call with reporters. He added that between 5% and
8% of Americans have been infected to date. The C.D.C. is basing
those estimates on antibody test results from across the country.


“Do it for your loved ones: CDC urges Americans to socially
distance July 4 as cases surge” via Grace Hauck and Elizabeth
Weise of USA Today — Health officials are asking Americans to
socially distance this Independence Day, saying that they are
"concerned" about the surge in coronavirus cases after the U.S. saw its
highest daily number of new cases in months. For every confirmed
case, officials are likely missing another 10 cases, said Redfield. "We
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have a significant increase in cases. We need to understand that. We
need to interrupt that," Redfield said. While "we’re still in the first wave,"
Redfield said the pandemic today looks markedly different from the
outbreak two or three months ago, when many deaths were among
older people and those with underlying medical conditions. As COVID-
19 has spread, the CDC is seeing a greater proportion of cases
diagnosed in younger people.


“Coronavirus deaths lag behind surging infections but may catch
up soon” via The Washington Post — With novel coronavirus infections
setting a single-day national record, health experts are taking little
solace from one of the few bright spots in the current resurgence:
Deaths are not rising in lockstep with caseloads. But that may be just a
matter of time. “Deaths always lag considerably behind cases,”
Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top infectious-disease specialist, told
Congress at a hearing. In the weeks to come, he and others said, the
death toll is likely to rise commensurately.


“New research explores how conservative media misinformation
may have intensified the severity of the pandemic” via Christopher
Ingraham of The Washington Post — In recent weeks, three studies
have focused on conservative media’s role in fostering confusion about
the seriousness of the coronavirus. Taken together, they paint a picture
of a media ecosystem that amplifies misinformation, entertains
conspiracy theories and discourages audiences from taking concrete
steps to protect themselves and others. The end result is that infection
and mortality rates are higher in places where one pundit who initially
downplayed the severity of the pandemic, Fox News’s Sean Hannity,
reaches the largest audiences.


“Companies agonize over reopening timetables as COVID-19
spreads” via Collin Eaton of The Wall Street Journal — Businesses
from factories and offices to salons and bars, once hopeful about a
smooth reopening this summer, are now grappling with whether to
close, stay open or find some in-between as the number of cases of
COVID-19 increases in dozens of states. Restaurants around the
country that recently reopened have closed again for anywhere from
three days of deep cleaning to two full weeks so staff could self-
quarantine after outbreaks. Political leaders also signaled concerns.
Some executives and front-line workers are pushing government
officials to require masks.


“Airbnb, Vrbo guests fighting for refunds after coronavirus
cancellations” via David Oliver of the USA Today — The coronavirus
pandemic has prompted many U.S. travelers to rethink their travel or
cancel it entirely, leaving airlines, cruises and hotels on the hook for
refunds or travel credits. Short-term rental services' unique models,
where both hosts and guests exchange money on the platform, have
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created a complicated refund issue. As the pandemic unfolded,
companies had to make choices about how to handle refunds and
whether the companies, the hosts or guests would be on the hook. For
customers of short-term-rental giant Airbnb, a cash refund requires
documentation explaining why guests can't travel as a result of COVID-
19, such as a link to a government site or a letter from a medical
professional.


  


“Fed limits bank payouts and suspends share buybacks as
pandemic grinds on” via Jeanna Smialek of The New York Times —
The Federal Reserve temporarily restricted shareholder payouts by the
nation’s biggest banks, barring them from buying back their own stocks
or increasing dividend payments in the third quarter as regulators try to
ensure banks remain strong enough to keep lending through the
pandemic-induced downturn. It’s an admission that large financial
institutions, while far better off than they were in the financial crisis,
remain vulnerable. With virus cases across the United States still
surging and business activity subdued, it remains unclear when and
how robustly the economy will recover. Some of the Fed’s own loss
projections for banks suggest the eventual hit to loans in a bad scenario
could be far worse than in the aftermath of 2008.


“Treasury sent more than 1 million coronavirus stimulus payments
to dead people, congressional watchdog finds” via Erica Werner of
The Washington Post — The federal government sent coronavirus
stimulus payments to almost 1.1 million dead people totaling nearly
$1.4 billion. The revelation comes as Trump and some members of his
administration advocate for another round of stimulus checks. The
news that so much money has gone to the dead could add to
reluctance from some Republicans to agree to more direct relief
payments. The report said that Congress should “provide Treasury with
access to the Social Security Administration’s full set of death records,
and require that Treasury consistently use it, to help reduce similar
types of improper payments.”


Corona economics
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Many of the stimulus checks went to dead people. And now the feds will be
sending more.


“U.S. initial unemployment benefits steady at 1.5 million in June”
via Sarah Cheney of The Wall Street Journal — The number of workers
seeking jobless benefits has held steady at about 1.5 million each week
so far in June, signaling a slow recovery for the U.S. economy as states
face new infections that could impede hiring and consumer spending.
Applications for unemployment benefits were slightly below 1.5 million
last week, at 1.48 million. Meanwhile, the number of people receiving
benefits, an indicator for overall layoffs, was 19.5 million in the week
ended June 13, down slightly from previous weeks.


“Florida jobless claims up slightly last week” via Jim Turner of the
News Service of Florida — Florida had an estimated 93,394 claims
during the week that ended June 20. That was up from 88,148 the prior
week, as the second phase of DeSantis’ economic reopening effort has
shown signs of slowing amid increases in coronavirus cases, local
governments starting to impose mandatory face-mask requirements
and some recently reopened businesses requiring renewed cleaning
after employees and customers tested positive. The state Department
of Economic Opportunity announced Friday that the state’s May
unemployment rate was 14.5%, representing 1.412 million Floridians
out of work from a labor force of nearly 9.71 million. A June rate will be
announced on July 17.


“Businesses are open, but more unemployed file for help in Florida
after two-week drop” via Rob Wile of the Miami Herald — Initial
unemployment claims in Florida climbed the past week to more than
93,000, suggesting a full economic recovery remains out of reach. The
latest figure of 93,394 for the week ending June 20 from the U.S.
Department of Labor is an increase of 5,246 from the prior week’s
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figure of 88,148. The figure had been falling for two straight weeks. In
addition, Florida’s count of continuing jobless claims, or those who have
remained on unemployment for at least two consecutive weeks,
climbed week on week from 920,202 to 965,117. Overall, nearly 1.5
million new unemployment claims were filed in the U.S. last week.


“Think that extra $600 in unemployment benefits will last until the
end of July? Think again.” via Charisse Jones, Coral Murphy and
Brent Schrotenboer of USA Today — Many out-of-work Americans
counting on receiving an extra $600 a week through the end of July
may be surprised to discover that benefit will disappear nearly a week
earlier than they expected. The additional $600 in weekly jobless
benefits provided by the federal government is officially set to end July
31. But states will pay it only through the week ending July 25 or July
26, a significant blow to unemployed workers counting on that money to
bolster state benefits that average just $370 a week. "The $600 can be
paid for weeks ending no later than the week ending before Friday, July
31, 2020,'' the U.S. Department of Labor said in a statement.


“Chuck E. Cheese parent files for bankruptcy, hit by pandemic” via
Katherine Doherty of Bloomberg — CEC Entertainment filed for
bankruptcy protection after the coronavirus pandemic shuttered its
locations and kept families at home. The filing in the U.S. Bankruptcy
Court for the Southern District of Texas makes CEC the latest in a
string of companies upended by COVID-19. Lockdowns have drained
revenue, keeping consumers at home and pushing corporations into
bankruptcy. CEC, acquired by private equity firm Apollo Global
Management Inc. in a 2014 leveraged buyout, has more than 600
Chuck E. Cheese outlets and over 120 Peter Piper Pizza venues.


  


“Pandemic’s cleaner air could reshape what we know about the
atmosphere” Coral Davenport of The New York Times — Data, from
Manhattan to Milan to Mumbai, will inform scientists’ understanding of
atmospheric chemistry, air pollution and public health for decades to
come, while giving policymakers information to fine-tune air quality and
climate change laws and regulations in hopes of maintaining at least
some of the gains seen in the global shutdown as cars return to the
roads and factories reopen. Already, Gov. Larry Hogan of Maryland, a
Republican, has assigned his top environment official to use the
pollution data gathered by a University of Maryland scientist in flights
over Baltimore to push new policies through the state legislature this
fall, expanding telework and promoting electric vehicles. Policy experts
say the new data could even bolster legal fights against the Trump
administration’s efforts to roll back major air pollution regulations.


More corona
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The effects of the coronavirus pandemic on the Earth’s atmosphere gives
scientists a rare opportunity to examine human activity and its effects. Image via


The New York Times.


“Coronavirus surge causes NBA worries” via the News Service of
Florida — A surge in the number of coronavirus cases in Florida has
sparked concerns over the National Basketball Association’s plans to
resume play next month at Walt Disney World in Orlando. Twenty-two
teams plan to be housed at Disney resorts in Orange and Osceola
counties. Orange County added 1,285 new cases over the past two
days, and Osceola County saw 179 new cases, according to the Florida
Department of Health. DeSantis has pushed to resume professional
sports in Florida, including the NBA. But DeSantis’ administration has
not spoken to the league during the past two days.
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“Three cops fired after racist talk of killing Black residents” via Tim
Elfrink of The Washington Post — Sitting in his patrol car in Wilmington,
N.C., Officer Michael “Kevin” Piner predicted Black Lives Matter
protests would soon lead to civil war. “I’m ready,” Piner told another
officer, adding that he planned to buy an assault rifle. “We are just
going to go out and start slaughtering them f------ n------,” he said. The
shocking threat came amid extended, openly racist conversations
between Piner, 44, and two other police officers, 50-year-old Cpl. Jesse
E. Moore II, and 48-year-old Officer James “Brian” Gilmore.


Smoldering



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhhshd-edrdjlhjd-dy/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhhshd-edrdjlhjd-dj/





Good riddance: Three North Carolina police officers were fired after discussions
about slaughtering Black people.


“Florida suspect who shot Black man in the head with arrow faces
hate crime charge in Okaloosa” via Tom McLaughlin of the NWF
Daily News — Matthew Ross Peters had decided to kill Benny Davis
when he shot him Saturday with a crossbow, and his decision was
based on a racial prejudice he harbored, according to officials. Those
findings, uncovered in the Fort Walton Beach Police Department’s
investigation of the shooting, prompted the First Judicial Circuit State
Attorney’s Office to bolster its charges against Peters. He now faces a
charge of attempted first degree premeditated murder with a weapon,
and his actions have been determined to qualify as a hate crime,
according to Bill Bishop, the chief assistant state attorney for Okaloosa
County.


“Miami Gardens police officer arrested after video shows him with
knee on woman’s neck” via David Ovalle and Haley Lerner of the
Miami Herald — The arrest of Safiya Satchell might have gone down
as another anonymous case — were it not for the bystander video that
showed a Miami Gardens police officer reach into her SUV, drag her
out, press his knee on her neck and stun her twice with a Taser. This
video, as have similar clips of police brutality across the country, is
jarring and on Thursday spurred state authorities to arrest now-fired
Officer Jordy Yanes Martel on charges of battery. He was also
charged with official misconduct for filing two reports containing false
details about his interaction outside a strip club with Satchell, 33, who
happened to be a few weeks pregnant and later lost the child.


“Man in viral Wellington video apologizes in-person to teens,
families: ‘I take total responsibility’” via Kristina Webb of The Palm
Beach Post — In a step toward healing between two families, a man
who was seen yelling at Breonna Nelson-Hicks and Madison
Charette in a viral video apologized to them Wednesday evening. The
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apology and discussion came in the wake of a June 14 incident in the
gated Grand Isles neighborhood off Lake Worth Road. A confrontation
between Lee Jeffers and the teens was recorded by Madison, then
posted to social media, where it quickly went viral. The video appeared
to show Jeffers directing his comments at Breonna, who is Black. The
other two girls with her are white. Breonna and Madison declined to
speak during the meeting. But Jeffers and his wife let them know they
will be available to listen when they are ready.


“University of Cincinnati takes Marge Schott’s name off its
baseball stadium” via Matt Bonesteel of The Washington Post —
Schott, who was the majority owner of the Cincinnati Reds from 1984
to 1999, acknowledged using numerous racial and homophobic slurs
and owning Nazi memorabilia, once saying Adolf Hitler “was good in
the beginning, but he went too far.” In 1993, Major League Baseball
suspended Schott for one season over her behavior. Three years later,
MLB suspended her for two seasons, and she sold her interest in the
Reds in 1999 for $67 million. There have been a number of calls to
remove her name from the stadium over the years, with the school
finally taking action in the wake of social justice protests.


“NBA, NBPA say sparking social change will be goal of restart” via
The Associated Press — The NBA and the National Basketball Players
Association said dealing with racial matters will be a shared goal during
the resumed season. The league and union announced they will “take
collective action to combat systemic racism and promote social justice”
when the season restarts at the Disney complex near Orlando, Florida
next month. NBA Commissioner Adam Silver and NBPA executive
director Michele Roberts led a meeting to go over plans, including how
best to ensure greater inclusion of Black-owned and operated
businesses and forming an NBA foundation “to expand educational and
economic development opportunities” in the Black community.


“'Splash Mountain' ride at Walt Disney World, Disneyland to be re-
themed” via Fox 13 — The 'Splash Mountain' attraction at Walt Disney
World and Disneyland is being re-themed to 'The Princess and the
Frog,' Disney announced. On Disney Parks Blog, a Disney official said
that the classic attraction will be completely re-imagined and that this
project has been underway since last year. The ride will reportedly be
set in 1966 New Orleans and will join Princess Tiana and Louis on a
musical adventure, featuring music from the film. Disney added in the
blog post that "with this long-standing history of updating attractions
and adding new magic, the retheming of Splash Mountain is of
particular importance today. The new concept is inclusive.”
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“What virus? It’s business as usual for much of Donald Trump’s
White House.” via Nancy Cook of POLITICO — Top political officials in
Florida, Arizona, Texas and numerous other states are grappling with a
rapid surge in coronavirus cases, facing the threat of an out-of-control
outbreak that washes over their citizens and overwhelms their health
care systems. Top political officials in the White House say it’s business
as usual from their perspective. President Donald Trump and his top
aides sought Thursday to minimize the threat of the coronavirus to both
the public’s health and the U.S. economy despite alarms blaring across
two dozen states — including many overseen by Trump-friendly
leaders. Aides insisted there would be no change in White House
strategy to fight the pandemic, and no additional money or new
resources given to states dealing with spikes in cases.


D.C. matters



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhhshd-edrdjlhjd-hr/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhhshd-edrdjlhjd-hy/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhhshd-edrdjlhjd-hy/





It is business as usual for Donald Trump.


“Republicans push Trump administration to step it up on
coronavirus” via Burgess Everett and Marianne Levine of POLITICO
— As coronavirus cases spike across the country, Trump and his top
officials say everything is mostly under control. But Senate Republicans
are pressing them to show a little urgency. The latest outbreaks are
also reshaping the GOP’s political and legislative strategy, with
Republicans planning to focus more on health care in the next
coronavirus relief bill. And they’re flashing rare frustration at the Trump
administration for its decision to wind down federally supported testing
sites. “Frankly I didn’t really understand what they were thinking. … At a
time cases are spiking, we’re gonna pull back?” said Sen. John
Cornyn, who wrote a letter to the administration along with Sen. Ted
Cruz urging them to change course.


“Supreme Court says rejected asylum-seekers have no right to
object in court” via Adam Liptak of The New York Times — The
Supreme Court sided with the Trump administration’s efforts to speed
the deportation of asylum-seekers, ruling that a law limiting the role of
federal courts in reviewing those decisions was constitutional. Last
week, the Supreme Court ruled in favor of young undocumented
immigrants known as Dreamers, allowing them to continue to use a
program that shields them from deportation and allows them to work.
The decision, which barred immigrants whose asylum claims were
rejected in bare-bones proceedings from filing petitions for habeas
corpus, struck a strikingly different note. Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr.,
writing for the five more conservative justices in the 7-to-2 decision,
said asylum claims threatened to overwhelm the immigration system.


“New York Congressman’s primary defeat could provide big
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opportunity for Florida’s Ted Deutch” via Anthony Man of the South
Florida Sun-Sentinel — The likely defeat of Eliot Engel in New York’s
Democratic primary presents a major opportunity and risk, for Deutch.
For Deutch, deciding to make a bid for the committee chairmanship
involves complicated calculus. For one thing, there are four committee
members with more seniority. Deutch gets along well with Nancy
Pelosi. He was her pick as chairperson of the Ethics Committee, a job
he currently holds.


“MSNBC expected to tap Joy Reid to anchor daily news and
opinion program” via Joe Flint of The Wall Street Journal — MSNBC
is expected to tap Reid to anchor a 7 p.m. daily news and opinion
program, people familiar with the matter said, filling the vacancy created
at the cable news channel when Chris Matthews resigned abruptly in
March. Reid currently hosts a weekend morning program called “AM
Joy.” In her new role, she would serve as the lead-in for MSNBC’s left-
leaning prime-time lineup, which includes Rachel Maddow and Chris
Hayes. Talks over Reid’s appointment are still ongoing and an
agreement isn’t a certainty, one person close to the situation said.


  


“Ron DeSantis signs off on school voucher expansion” via Annie
Martin of the Orlando Sentinel — A popular school voucher program is
set to grow dramatically this year, allowing as many as 28,000 more
Florida children to use tax dollars to pay tuition at private campuses,
after DeSantis signed legislation authorizing the expansion Thursday at
a Tampa school. More than 46,600 students could receive vouchers
through the Family Empowerment Scholarship Program this year, up
from about 18,000 this year, at an additional cost of about $200 million.
FES is one of five state-backed programs that pay for students to
attend roughly 2,000 private schools, most of them religious, statewide.


Statewide
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Ron DeSantis signs off on the expansion of Florida's school voucher program.
Image via WUSF.


Appointed — Rahul Patel (reappointed) and Richard Cole to the
University of Florida Board of Trustees.


“Supreme Court backs DeSantis’ pandemic powers” via the News
Service of Florida staff reports — The Florida Supreme Court on
Thursday affirmed DeSantis’ power to issue executive orders to
address the COVID-19 pandemic, rejecting a legal challenge filed last
month. Palm Beach County resident William Abramson challenged
two executive orders that DeSantis issued April 29 related to reopening
the state’s economy. In part, Abramson argued that a state emergency-
management law did not give DeSantis the authority to issue the orders
to deal with the pandemic. “The sole purpose of this petition is to
restore the rights of all Floridians to live in liberty and exercise their
rights as a free people, to freely assemble, and benefit from their
industry,” Abramson argued in the case filed May 5.


“Court backs city in red-light camera fight” via Jim Saunders of the
News Service of Florida — In the latest chapter in years of legal battling
about red-light cameras, an appeals court has backed a South Florida
city in a dispute about whether a red-light camera program violates
state traffic laws. A panel of the 3rd District Court of Appeal Wednesday
overturned a Miami-Dade County judge’s ruling against the city of
Aventura in a dispute that stemmed from motorist Lee Stein receiving a
citation for failing to stop at a red light in 2014. The case focused on
guidelines used by Aventura in deciding whether to cite motorists based
on red-light camera images. Aventura and other cities have different
guidelines, leading Stein to argue, in part, that Aventura violated a state
requirement of uniform traffic laws.
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“Santa Rosa County's half-cent sales tax renewal will be on the
ballot in November” via Madison Arnold of the Pensacola News
Journal — A continuation of Santa Rosa County's half-cent local option
sales tax will be on the ballot during this fall's general election. The
Board of County Commissioners Thursday voted to place the sales tax
renewal, which is set to expire at the end of 2021, on the ballot in
November. If passed, the tax would continue to provide funding for
public safety, transportation and drainage improvements, infrastructure,
recreation and natural resources for five additional years. “The local
option sales tax has allowed us to do that deferred maintenance, our
roads, replace equipment for the sheriff's department that we otherwise
just would not have been able to do,” said Commissioner Lane
Lynchard, District 5.


“Florida still deadliest state for lightning as storms roll into busiest
time of year” via Joe Mario Pedersen of the Orlando Sentinel — While
Florida is referred to as the Sunshine State, it could also go by the
name of electric reaper given its status as the deadliest state for
lightning strikes. Florida still remains the most dangerous state to be in
when lightning strikes. Florida falls behind Texas, Oklahoma and
Kansas as the state with the fourth-highest recorded number of
lightning strikes, but it still ranks as No. 1 in lightning strike fatalities,
due to its dense population, the people of which spend lots of time
outside, according to the National Weather Service. So far, 2020 has
recorded four lightning strike fatalities.


On top of everything else, it is the busiest time of year for lightning strikes.


“A testing ground for genetically modified ‘friendly’ mosquitoes in
the Florida Keys?” via Craig Pittman for the Florida Phoenix —
Dragonflies and insecticide exemplify the two approaches to dealing
with our constant mosquito problem here in Florida. On the one hand,
there’s the natural method, and on the other, the artificial one. Last
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month, in a historic first, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
approved a permit for a company called Oxitec to employ the most
artificial method of all to squelch skeeters in the Florida Keys. The EPA
permit allows Oxitec to release male mosquitoes that have been
genetically modified to breed with wild females and produce female
offspring that will die before they can bite anyone.
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“A massive shift away from Trump in six key states indicates
serious trouble for his reelection bid” via Philip Bump of The
Washington Post — There have been rumblings for weeks now that
Trump’s campaign team sees his reelection chances withering. There
have been reports of meetings at the White House focused on righting
the ship, of shake-ups in staffing aimed at bolstering the president’s
position. As that’s been happening, there’s been a steady deluge of bad
news for the president, including an embarrassing primary loss in North
Carolina and a humiliating failure to turn out supporters at an event in


2020
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Tulsa last weekend meant to mark his splashy return to the campaign
trail. Despite all of that, we’d only gotten glimpses of how bad things
looked for Trump electorally.


Donald Trump is losing supporters fast in at least six key states.


“Sinking in the polls, Trump tweets about lobsters” via Jonathan
Bernstein of Bloomberg Opinion — Yesterday began with a New York
Times poll that was pretty awful for Trump, and I was contemplating
writing a complicated item about whether we should pay attention to
such surveys at this point in the election cycle. But then the lobsters.
The President announced Wednesday night some new initiatives to
help the Maine lobster industry, and accompanied the plan with a false
tweet claiming that “Pres. Obama destroyed the lobster and fishing
industry in Maine. Now it’s back, bigger and better than anyone ever
thought possible.” In fact, people who know the industry noted that it
was doing just fine until Trump’s trade war.


“Mike Pence to campaign in Florida” via News Service of Florida staff
reports — Pence will be back in Florida to campaign next week. With
Florida a crucial state in the 2020 presidential election, Pence will bring
his “Faith in America” tour to an 11:30 a.m. July 2 appearance at the
Sarasota Event Center. Tickets are being distributed online on a first-
come, first-served basis, with a limit of two tickets per mobile number.
The organization America First Policies, which supports Trump, also
announced that Pence is slated to appear at 2:30 p.m. July 2 at Oakley
Transport, Inc., in Lake Wales.


“Joe Biden leads Trump by 6 points in Florida, even more in other
key battlegrounds” via Anthony Man of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel
— Biden has a 6-point lead over Trump in a new Florida poll released



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhhshd-edrdjlhjd-kk/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhhshd-edrdjlhjd-ku/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhhshd-edrdjlhjd-ul/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhhshd-edrdjlhjd-ur/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhhshd-edrdjlhjd-ur/





Thursday, the latest in a series of surveys that show the former vice
president ahead in a state Trump won in 2016 and is vital to his for
reelection. The poll shows Biden with 47% to Trump’s 41%. Still, a
greater share of Floridians favor Trump’s reelection than elsewhere.
Biden had larger leads over Trump in five other battleground state polls.
And Biden’s lead in Florida is within the poll’s margin of error, so the
contest could be much closer.


“Biden leads in Florida as Trump lags among seniors” via Dana
Blanton of Fox News — Voters think Biden is better suited to handle
the issues of the day, expanding his lead over Trump in the
battleground state of Florida. Biden tops Trump by 9 points, 49-40
percent, in a survey of Florida registered voters. That’s up from a 3-
point edge in April. Among those “extremely” motivated to vote, Biden’s
lead grows to 11 points. In 2016, Trump received 49% of the vote,
winning the Sunshine State by one point. The former vice president
owes his advantage to the backing of Hispanics, women, and
Millennials born between 1981 and 1996.


New Lincoln Project ad seeks to destroy GOP control of Senate —
The anti-Trump Republican group started with a mission: get a new
president. With “Strong,” the Lincoln Project is expanding into Senate
races, moving toward a goal of the destruction of a Senate majority that
has largely given Trump his way. The group's first anti-GOP spot
mocked South Carolina Sen. Graham for his turnabout from Trump
critic to ally, took a snarky tone. This spot, which will be used to support
Montana Gov. Steve Bullock's U.S. Senate bid, looks like the sort of
content Bullock himself had been running.


To view the ad, click on the image below:


“Memory loss? Marco Rubio questions Joe Biden’s mental state”
via AG Gancarski of Florida Politics — On Fox News, Rubio suggested
that Biden may have a defective memory. The comments cast doubt at
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the former Vice President’s assertions that he couldn’t remember if he
had anything to do with action against former Gen. Michael Flynn. “I
think ultimately, if all this proves to be true, then there’s really only two
things to conclude from it. Either A, he’s suffering from severe memory
loss, or B, he’s not being honest, he’s lying. So, we’ll find out soon
enough when the Judiciary Committee does its investigation right in
front of the American people.” “What that applies to beyond that, we’ll
find out during the campaign,” the Senator added.


“Dems warm to Biden’s bunker strategy” via Marc Caputo and
Christopher Cadelago of POLITICO — None of Trump’s antics have
managed to flush Biden far from his Delaware residence and
Democrats are just fine with him being a homebody. In the three
months since Biden launched his stay-at-home campaign from his
cellar TV studio, his lead has grown to double-digits in national polls
while Trump has pinballed from crisis to crisis. “Trump is running
against Trump. And it's smart of Biden to not get in the way of that,”
Hilary Rosen, a consulting partner of top Biden adviser Anita Dunn,
said in echoing the sentiment in the campaign.


“Mail-in ballots thrust Postal Service into presidential race” via The
Associated Press — The U.S. Postal Service’s famous motto —
“Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays these couriers”
— is being tested like never before, by challenges that go well beyond
the weather. Its finances have been devastated by the coronavirus. The
Trump administration may attach big strings to federal bailouts. The
agency’s responsibilities, meanwhile, are mounting. A dramatic shift in
many states to voting by mail is intended to protect voters from
spreading the virus at polling places. But it’s also making more work for
post offices and contributing to delays in determining election winners.


“Campaigning finds a new normal as door-knocking resumes” via
Alexandra Jaffe of The Associated Press — The pandemic upended
elections this year, forcing campaigns to shift their organizing activities
almost entirely online and compelling both parties to reconfigure their
conventions. Republicans and now Democrats are now getting back to
the in-person door-knocking that took a pause at the start of the
pandemic. The Progressive Turnout Project is launching a $52.5
million, 17-state field program this weekend with plans to hire 1,100
staffers nationwide and knock on 10 million doors by Election Day.
Republicans have already been out knocking on doors since the
weekend of June 12. The GOP has left safety up to its volunteers.


  


“Trump team looks to prevent a Tulsa-style debacle in
Jacksonville” via Gabby Orr of POLITICO — Republican officials and
Trump’s campaign aides, some of whom have been working since last


Convention countdown
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year to plan the party’s convention festivities, said the disappointing
event last weekend in Oklahoma imparted a critical lesson as they look
ahead to Jacksonville, where Trump will deliver his acceptance speech
as the GOP’s presidential nominee in late August: Learn to manage
expectations and plan for trouble. “The last thing we want to do is
overpromise and underdeliver,” said an adviser to the Trump campaign.
The campaign is evaluating more scenarios that could wreck existing
plans and force changes over the next two months in order to avoid
surprisingly low turnout or other embarrassing political fallout.


Donald Trump is definitely not wanting to see this in Jacksonville.


“Nikki Fried says DeSantis prioritized Republican National
Convention over safe reopening” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida
Politics — Fresh off calling for DeSantis to issue a mandatory mask
order for the state, Fried took it a step further. In comments made to
Bloomberg Radio, Fried contended the Governor is pushing ahead with
his reopening plan, despite the number of cases going in the wrong
direction, for reasons that have nothing to do with public health. The
goal: that nothing obstructs the relocated Republican National
Convention. That event, to be held in late August in Jacksonville, is
expected to have a full arena with no mask requirement.


“‘March on the RNC’ to hold rally during Trump’s visit to
Jacksonville” via Corley Peel of News4Jax — A group called March on
the RNC plans to hold a rally during the Republican National
Convention, which it says will be in opposition of Trump and the
convention. As the president accepts his party’s nomination to run for a
second term in Jacksonville, Michael Sampson, an organizer of the
group, said he’s planning for thousands of people to join the
demonstration outside, where people will chant for peace, equality and
an end to racism. “The goal is to have a historic turnout,” Sampson
said. “I believe we’re going to have one of the biggest marches and
rallies we’ve seen in Jacksonville history.” “It’s a coalition of labor
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organizations, peace activists from across the country who have been
very active in marching on RNCs in the past,” Sampson said.


“Mike Weinstein, who led effort to prepare Jacksonville for the
Super Bowl, on the challenges of the RNC” via Mike Mendenhall of
the Jacksonville Daily Record — When Weinstein led the Jacksonville
Host Committee for Super Bowl XXXIX from 2000 to 2005, he faced
securing the event facilities, hotel capacity and transportation resources
and drafting security protocols to support 100,000-plus people
descending on Northeast Florida. Weinstein said that challenges will be
similar for the Jacksonville 2020 Host Committee planning the Aug. 24-
27 Republican National Convention. His group of 10 to 15 staffers had
five years to prepare. The RNC host committee, now with 33 members,
has 59 days.


  


“Democrat congressional candidate Margaret Good slammed by
Black-owned newspaper over racist video” via Peter Schorsch of


More from the trail
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Florida Politics — The Democrat came under fire recently for a video
her staff circulated that used the “n” word and mocked civil rights icon
Rosa Parks and used derogatory terms to describe women — not a
good look for a candidate hoping to capitalize on partisan qualms over
civil rights and gender equality. The video was so repulsive, the editorial
board for the only newspaper serving the Black community in Sarasota
and Manatee counties is denouncing Good. The Tempo News called
on Good to officially “apologize for the racist video.” From the
suspicious exit of her loyal campaign manager to violating multiple state
and federal elections laws, one has to wonder if Good’s campaign is on
life support.


“DeSantis endorses Marva Preston for SD 3” via Drew Wilson of
Florida Politics — DeSantis endorsed Republican Preston in the race
to succeed term-limited Democratic Sen. Bill Montford in Senate
District 3. “Marva Preston possesses a genuine sense of responsibility
for the people of North Florida, the challenges they face and the
opportunities they deserve,” DeSantis said. “I am proud to endorse
Marva because Florida’s hardworking families deserve an advocate in
the Senate who won’t stop at good enough, but will instead fight for
more.” DeSantis’ endorsement follows nods from Senate President-
Designate Wilton Simpson and Majority Leader Kathleen
Passidomo, who weighed in on the race last week. Preston faces
Benjamin Horbowy in the primary. The winner will go up against
Democratic Rep. Loranne Ausley in November.


Ron DeSantis is backing Marva Preston for the Florida Senate. Image via
Facebook.
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—“Meet Brian Norton, a Republican running for Senate District 29”
via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


Greater Orlando Builders Association backs Bob Cortes for HD 30”
via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics — The Greater Orlando Builders
Association endorsed Cortes in his bid to return to the Florida House.
GOBA, founded in 1953, promotes the housing and building industry
within Seminole, Orange, and Osceola Counties, including its cities.
“Bob has been a champion and advocate for housing affordability and
for creating in-demand high wage jobs in the homebuilding industry,”
said Lee Steinhauer, GOBA’s government and legal affairs director.
“We are proud to support him.” The GOBA endorsement adds to
Cortes’ support from the contractor bloc. Earlier this month, he landed a
nod from the Central Florida Chapter of the Associated Builders and
Contractors. He has also been endorsed by BusinessForce.


“Andrew Gillum’s political committee spends another $89K in legal
fees in 12-day span” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — The legal bills
continue to pile up for Gillum‘s political committee, Forward Florida.
The organization dropped nearly $89,000 in legal fees in just the first 12
days of June. That’s more than 80% of the $108,000 the PC spent
during that time frame. The early June legal bills add on to hundreds of
thousands already sent to those two law firms in recent months.
Forward Florida spent more than $56,000 in May. The prior month, the
PC dropped $125,000. In the last two months of 2019, Forward Florida
forked over $450,000 to the two firms.
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“Coping with COVID-19” via The Wall Street Journal editorial board —
The unhappy but inevitable truth is that Americans will have to learn to
cope with the virus, which means trial and error and more individual
responsibility. There’s no denying the flare-ups, even if some in the
media almost seem to enjoy the rise in cases and hospitalizations in
Arizona, Florida, Texas and other hot spots in the South and West. But
political leaders have to consider overall public and economic health,
and locking down again doesn’t seem justified by the evidence. Some
clusters have been tied to bars and churches, and political leaders
should do more to warn about social-distancing and to use masks.


Top opinion


  


“When they call your Governor ‘Florida Man,’ you know it’s not a
good COVID story” via the Editorial Board of the Miami Herald — For
months, the Editorial Board has implored DeSantis to put a protective


Opinions
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mask on the smiley face that he continues to flaunt as Florida’s
coronavirus cases reach the stratosphere. He could mandate face
masks. He could credibly threaten another lockdown. The number of
cases is soaring, but no dice. He’s blamed Hispanic farmworkers. He’s
blamed low-income residents. He owes both an apology, for they are
the essential workers who let the rest of us stay home. His dereliction
has gotten national attention, as most things Florida does. The
headlines tell the most infuriating of stories. So, maybe he’ll listen to
them: “Florida man leads his state to the morgue” … Chilling, yes, but
we can’t say it’s off base.


  


Florida has now had two days in a row with more than 5,000 new cases
of COVID-19.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— As the Chamber of Commerce works to get Florida back in business,


Today's Sunrise
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a warning from the head of the Federal Reserve Bank in Atlanta.
Raphael Bostic says customers won’t come back until they feel safe.


— Gov. DeSantis signs a bill expanding the number of vouchers that
are available for kids to attend private schools on the public dime. He
says it’s all about choice.


— Sunrise takes a deep dive into offshore drilling. Florida has been
protected for years … but that could change soon.


— Checking-in with a Florida Woman who doesn’t want the government
telling her to wear a mask. And this is just a taste of what’s to come.


To listen, click on the image below:


  


Dishonorable Mention: Rep. Chris Latvala, activist Becca Tieder,
Ernest Hooper and communications expert Dr. Karla Mastracchio
discuss politics and culture. Is it possible to go too far in looking at
history through the lens of today? The hosts talk about the removal of
certain statues and symbols across the nation. Florida man and overall
great guy Steve Schale talks about what it’s like running the Unite the
Country PAC, what might happen in November, who is QB1 for the
Jags and much more.


Fluent in Floridian: SalterMitchell PR president and partner Heidi
Otway interviews Executive Director of the Florida Nonprofit Alliance,
Sabeen Perwaiz. Sabeen has dedicated her life to helping others
whether this be in the nonprofit sector or helping others share their
voice through her other venture, TEDx talks. She also advocates for
women, saying she openly tells young people about her experiences,
including the traumatic ones. “Everyone has their own inner demons
that they’ve fought. And we just have to be able to talk about it
comfortably so that we’re empowering other women too.”


Listen up
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Inside Florida Politics from GateHouse Florida: As Florida continues
to break records for new coronavirus cases, some cities and counties
are mandating that people wear masks in certain public settings. But
Gov. DeSantis is rejecting calls for a statewide mask requirement.
Reporters Zac Anderson and Mark Harper discuss the debate over
masks, the decision to hold a presidential debate in Florida and an
incident involving Florida Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried and her
fiance that resulted in police being called.


podcastED: Step Up For Students President Doug Tuthill talks with
Amy Anderson, the leader of a nonprofit organization committed to
modernizing public education, creating the conditions for more
expansive learning in an evolving society. ReSchool Colorado’s mission
is to leverage and reorganize existing assets and resources in a
purposeful way around the needs of children and families.


The New Abnormal from host Rick Wilson and Molly Jong-Fast: The
Henry Winkler antifa rumors can finally be put to rest. The “Barry” actor
— who went viral this weekend for proving that he, too, can drink a
glass of water with one hand — addresses whether or not he is a card-
carrying Antifa member. He also tells Wilson and Jong-Fast his
thoughts on the president’s rally (“We are so not in control of the
country we think we live free in.”) and what aliens and government have
in common. The duo also chats with Andy Slavitt, President Barack
Obama’s former head of health care, who explains why other countries
are running circles around the U.S.’s COVID-19 numbers and what will
happen with the virus this fall. Plus, Jong-Fast has a younger guest
explain the K-pop fandom and Wilson shares a special message for
Brad Parscale, the website guy.


  


Facing South Florida with Jim DeFede on CBS 4 in Miami: The
Sunday show provides viewers with an in-depth look at politics in South
Florida, along with other issues affecting the region.


Florida This Week on Tampa Bay’s WEDU: Moderator Rob Lorei
hosts a roundtable featuring St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman and
USF Health College of Public Health Dean Donna Petersen, who chairs
the COVID-19 Task Force. They will also discuss the St. Petersburg
Peaceful Protesters group.


In Focus with Allison Walker-Torres on Bay News 9: Remains on
hiatus due to coronavirus.


Political Connections on CF 13 in Orlando and Bay News 9 in
Tampa/St. Pete: a one-on-one interview with Trump; the latest on the
Biden campaign; and host Holly Gregory will speak with acting


Weekend TV
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Department of Homeland Security Secretary Chad Wolf.


The Usual Suspects on WCTV-Tallahassee/Thomasville (CBS) and
WJHG-Panama City (NBC): Host Gary Yordon talks with Liz Joyner
of The Village Square.


This Week in Jacksonville with Kent Justice on Channel 4 WJXT:
Special guest host is Rick Mullaney, director of the Public Policy
Institute at Jacksonville University; guests include Duval County school
Board Chair Warren Jones and Jacksonville Civic Council Chair John
Delaney.


This Week in South Florida on WPLG-Local10 News (ABC): Guests
include Miami Gardens Mayor Oliver Gilbert; Sybrina Fulton, mother
of Trayvon Martin; Broward County Supervisor of Elections Peter
Antonacci and Miami-Dade County Supervisor of Elections Christina
White.


  Instagram of the day
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“‘Hamilton’ is coming to the small screen. This is how it got there.”
via Michael Paulson of The New York Times — In the spring of 2017, a
production executive withdrew an encrypted hard drive from a Midtown
Manhattan vault and boarded a flight to London. A year before, a film
crew had shot two of the final “Hamilton” performances featuring most
of the original cast, and the plan was to lock the footage away for five or
six years until the time felt right to share it with the public. But a cut was


Aloe
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ready to show the person whose opinion mattered most: Lin-Manuel
Miranda, the show’s laureled creator and star. The public will now
finally get a chance to see the film and won’t even have to wear shoes.
The film will air on Disney Plus.


Lin-Manuel Miranda, center, created and starred in “Hamilton” on Broadway. A
filming of the show will stream this summer because of the coronavirus pandemic.


Image via The New York Times.


“‘Antebellum’ brings racial justice call to reopened theaters” via
Aaron Morrison of The Associated Press — As many movie theaters
reopen in the coming weeks, “Antebellum,” set to be released Aug. 21
by Lionsgate, will debut during the height of a reckoning in America
when people are increasingly showing a hunger for works that light a
path toward racial justice. Now is the moment that positions
“Antebellum” as the only summer release that speaks both to the
moment and to the broader movement to defend Black lives from
entrenched, systemic racism. “We’ve always believed that 2020 would
usher in a brand new era that would require a new type of filmmaking.
... We had no idea just how prescient that would prove to be,” Gerard
Bush and Christopher Renz said.


“The NBA's Disney World dream could turn into a nightmare, fast”
via Hunter Felt of The Guardian — The NBA commissioner and his
committees have worked tirelessly to come up with a way to salvage
the 2019-20 season. After much deliberation, the league came up with
a way to bring 22 NBA teams to Walt Disney World, where they will play
an abbreviated regular season to finalize playoff seedings followed by a
full postseason. Participation is completely voluntary, which means that
players who don’t feel it will be safe, or think that it would be a
distraction from the ongoing Black Lives Matter protests, can sit out
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without penalty other than missed salary.


“Baseball’s new rules: No spitting, no arguing and lots of testing”
via James Wagner of The New York Times — This week, after months
of haggling over pay and how many games to play, MLB and the
players’ union finalized their season plan, including a 113-page
operations manual that will govern this unprecedented 60-game season
without fans in the stands. During spring training and the season,
players and select staff will have their temperatures and symptoms
checked twice per day at club facilities. They will also be given oral
digital thermometers for self-screening each morning. Those with
temperatures at or above 100.4 degrees will not be allowed to enter a
team facility.


“Phillie Phanatic, Mr. Met, MLB mascots now permitted in parks”
via Ben Walker of The Associated Press — Mascots are getting a
reprieve from Major League Baseball. A month after being tossed out of
stadiums because of health concerns over the coronavirus outbreak,
the fuzzy and funny creatures will return as inside-the-parkers. “The fur
is back on the field,” exclaimed Dave Raymond, the playful mischief-
maker who originally portrayed the Phanatic. On May 16, in its 67-page
draft of the operations manual sent to teams, MLB banned Bernie
Brewer, the Pirate Parrot, Dinger, Fredbird and their ilk from the
ballpark, trying to restrict access and limit contact exposure. The final
version of the manual this week reversed the policy. Mascots are in
play, just not on the field.


The MLB will allow the Phillies Phanatic to return.


“Hugh Jackman’s ‘Music Man’ won’t be a-comin’ to Broadway until
spring 2021” via Jackson McHenry of Vulture — Roadway won’t be
returning until at least early 2021, if then. The Jackman-led production
of “The Music Man,” which was announced with much fanfare almost
two years in advance with plans to debut in fall 2020, has said that it will
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move its production dates back to spring 2021. As of right now,
Broadway, the biggest slice of New York’s theater industry, is formally
shut down until this Labor Day. The move is also a sign that producers
are betting that theater will return sometime next spring and hoping to
reap some of the goodwill that might come from being the first shows to
return to the theater.


  


Celebrating today is Reps. Mike Beltran, Diane Hart and Lawrence
McClure, as well as Lydia Claire Brooks, Eric Carr, Ann Herberger
and our friend Jack Levine of 4Generatons Institute.


Happy birthday
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot  in Florida politics — 7.2.20 — Burnin’ today: Pence, DeSantis, Jones,


Eskamani, Smith, Maughan
Date: Thursday, July 2, 2020 4:01:57 AM


Vice President Mike Pence will visit Tampa this afternoon to meet with
Gov. Ron DeSantis regarding the state's efforts to combat coronavirus.


Earlier this year, Pence was named chair of the White House
Coronavirus Task Force, and he has been a regular part of COVID-19
related press briefings.


Florida saw a record-breaking spike in new coronavirus cases this past
weekend, and the state's 14-day moving average for new positive tests
continues to climb. There were 6,563 new cases reported Tuesday.
And, while 45,366 test results were returned from labs, 15.04 percent of
those results were positive. In other words, 15 out of every 100 people
tested were infected.
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Mike Pence will meet again with Ron DeSantis in Tampa to talk about the
continuing coronavirus crisis. Image via AP.


DeSantis has reiterated in recent weeks that he doesn't plan to make
any changes to the state's reopening plan or enact a statewide face
mask mandate. During a news conference in Juno Beach on Tuesday,
DeSantis echoed his previous statements, pointing to increased testing
and jumps in the number of younger people testing positive for the
weeks of spikes in new cases.


"A lot of recent cases are younger people ... some with milder
symptoms," DeSantis said. "We did what we did (in March and April) to
have a flatter curve. What we can do now ... is better than what we
could do in March."


DeSantis was also asked about his feelings on Texas Gov. Greg
Abbott's decision to pause reopening and recommendations for
residents to stay home. Florida's governor said his recommendations
have been similar when it comes to social distancing.


"If I had one message to give the folks, I would say, protect the
vulnerable," DeSantis said. "That's the number one mission we have."


If you're not in those groups considered vulnerable — people 65 and up
and those with health conditions — DeSantis said to "understand this is
an asymptomatic illness for a lot of young people."


DeSantis again said the state is "not going back closing things."


"I don't think that's really what's driving it," DeSantis said, noting he
believes it's younger people's social interactions.


  Situational awareness
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—@Redistrict: Fact: when President Donald Trump took office in
January 2017, there were 241 Republicans in the House. Since then,
115 (48%) have either retired, resigned, been defeated or are retiring in
2020.


—@MaryEllenKlas: What is @GovRonDeSantis definition of how
#COVID19 "fell out of the news?" When @HealthyFla and his OIG staff
refused to respond to reporters questions? We have lists of questions
that received "we're working on that" responses and no response
followed. News stories did not stop.


—@RepValDemings: For your to-do list today: buy a face mask and
register to vote.


—@ShevrinJones: Transparent Moment: For those who think it’s a
game, it’s not, I have tested positive for COVID. I feel awful, and I don’t
wish this on anyone.


—@MarcACaputo: False talking point from FL Education
Commissioner @richardcorcoran on social distancing & class sizes
Some districts are NOT applying small class sizes at the classroom
level My daughter’s 4th-grade class should’ve had 22 kids. It had 28


—@AmandaBBevis: People ask me how we’re doing, & I say we’re
holding this ship together w/ duct tape & Band-Aids. This working mom
is so grateful for the villagers who help us raise our boys. All on our
plate would be impossible w/o help. There are many who don’t have
access or means. #grateful


  


The only day that really matters: ‘Hamilton’ premieres on Disney+ — 1.


Days until







  


“Ron DeSantis, on Fourth of July coronavirus risk: ‘Take some
small precautions'” via Kirby Wilson of the Tampa Bay Times —
DeSantis said he doesn’t believe all Floridians need to stay home
during the upcoming Fourth of July weekend. But the state’s vulnerable
should be extra cautious, the Republican governor said at a news
conference in Dayton Beach Wednesday. “You can do a lot of things, if
you just take some small precautions, you’re going to be OK,” DeSantis
said, adding later: “Be cautious of parents and grandparents in the
interactions that you may have.” DeSantis said he is not as worried
about the virus spreading at outdoor events held at places like parks or
beaches. It’s the indoor events, he said, that are a concern.


Corona Florida
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For safety’s sake, Ron DeSantis urges outdoor celebrations on July 4.


“Florida adds more than 6,500 coronavirus cases” via Romy
Ellenbogen of the Tampa Bay Times — Four months after the first
coronavirus cases were announced, Florida recorded 6,563 new
infections Wednesday, bringing the total number of coronavirus cases
to 158,997. About a quarter of the daily cases were recorded in the
Tampa Bay area. About a quarter of the daily cases were recorded in
the Tampa Bay area. Hillsborough County, the fourth most-populous of
Florida’s 67 counties. The state also recorded an additional 46 deaths,
bringing the total to 3,650 deaths. About 39 deaths are being added
each day on average, up slightly from the average throughout most of
early and mid-June.


“Democrats criticized GOP leaders on virus response” via Jim
Turner of the News Service of Florida — In a conference call with
reporters, members of the Senate’s minority party expressed concern
that their push for a statewide mandate that people wear masks in
public has become a political issue rather than a health measure. The
Democratic lawmakers also said DeSantis needs to put a hold on his
reopening efforts — which have slowed with the surge in coronavirus
cases — and called for lawmakers to return to Tallahassee to address
the economic impacts of the pandemic. “For much of this pandemic, the
governor's approach, like the President's, has been hands-off,” Sen.
Annette Taddeo said. “It's like he's reluctant to take on a fight to stop
the virus, always running after it instead of getting in front of it.”


“Dem lawmakers increasingly frustrated with DeSantis’ timing on
foreclosure/eviction moratorium” via Michael Moline of Florida
Phoenix — DeSantis waited until four hours before the deadline to
extend his COVID-19 moratorium on mortgage foreclosures and rental
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evictions and one Democratic state House member called it “torture” to
keep desperate Floridians in suspense. It was the third extension for
the moratorium, first authorized April 2. Legally, the order suspends
enforcement of statutes governing evictions and foreclosures in light of
the economic dislocation attendant to the COVID outbreak. Reps. Anna
Eskamani and Carlos Guillermo Smith, both of Orlando, had been
hectoring the governor for days to go ahead and extend the thing.


Anna Eskamani and Carlos Guillermo Smith are blasting Ron DeSantis for his
poor timing in extending the eviction moratorium.


“Housing advocates cheer, landlords fume at last-minute
extension of eviction moratorium” via Rene Rodriguez and C. Isaiah
Smalls II of the Miami Herald — When DeSantis announced he was
extending the state’s moratorium on evictions and mortgage
foreclosures for another month at 8:40 p.m. Tuesday — only three and
a half hours before the existing moratorium was due to expire — the
reaction was swift and polarizing. Advocates for rent relief, including the
attendees at a Florida Housing Justice Alliance news conference taking
place in front of the Miami-Dade County Courthouse, burst into cheers
and applause. But some landlords and the lawyers who represent them
— stuck with tenants who illegally stopped paying rent since Miami-
Dade Mayor Carlos Giménez’s suspension of eviction proceedings
March 12 — seethed with exasperation.


“Disability providers push state for COVID-19 tests” — DeSantis
says his administration has made a top priority of protecting frail and
elderly people in long-term care facilities from COVID-19, including
requiring regular testing of staff members and providing test kits to the
facilities. But the administration's policies have not included providing
test kits to group homes and facilities for people with developmental
disabilities, advocates for people with disabilities say. “I think it’s just an
oversight, and it’s been brought to the right people’s attention, and we
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are working with them to bring about some resolution,” said Jim
DeBeaugrine, interim chief executive officer of The Arc of Florida. “We
are in active communications, and I am working on a resolution.”


“There’s one more thing Florida has to worry about. Wild boars
aren’t social distancing” via Madeleine Marr of the Miami Herald —
Some Floridians are dealing with more than coronavirus, quarantine,
campaign season and civil protests. Add wild boars to the mix. In
Lehigh Acres, in Lee County, these aggressive animals are not only a
bother, but hitting people where it really hurts: their wallets. Wild boars,
in the height of the mating season, are going to town in people’s yards,
causing thousands of dollars in damage. Boars are also frightening
beasts, prone to chase humans who get in their way.


  


“Shevrin Jones says he’s tested positive for COVID-19” via Ryan
Nicol of Florida Politics — Jones says he’s tested positive for the novel
coronavirus as it continues to spread across South Florida. “For those


Corona local
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who think it’s a game, it’s not, I have tested positive for [COVID-19],”
Jones posted late Wednesday. “I feel awful and I don’t wish this on
anyone.” Jones’ House District 101 covers southern portions of
Broward County near the Miami-Dade border including West Park,
Pembroke Park, and Hallandale Beach. South Florida has been a
hotspot for the virus and has seen surges in the spread in recent
weeks. In an interview with Florida Politics, a hoarse Jones described
when he first started feeling the virus’s effects. Jones said he didn’t
immediately think his symptoms were a sign of COVID-19. That
changed when his cough worsened Wednesday morning.


Shevrin Jones tests positive for COVID-19.


“Miami’s public hospital is once again halting non-urgent
surgeries due to COVID spike” via Ben Conarck and Douglas Hanks
of the Miami Herald — Slammed with a surge of COVID patients,
Miami’s Jackson Health System announced it would be limiting
nonemergency surgeries starting next week. The decision, effective
Monday, follows a two-week period in which the number of COVID
patients at the public hospital network and in the ICUs has doubled,
according to Carlos Migoya, Jackson Health’s CEO. As of Monday, the
hospital system had about 265 COVID patients, roughly 80 of them in
the ICU. The rise in patients has also prompted hospital leaders to
advertise for 78 additional nurses, Migoya told the Miami-Dade
Commission during a meeting on the pandemic Tuesday. He said
they’ve already filled about half those positions.


“South Florida hospitals cut elective surgeries, as coronavirus
cases mount” via David Fleshler, Angie Dimichele and Marc Freeman
of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Jackson Health System, Memorial
Healthcare and Baptist Health said they will limit inpatient elective
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surgeries, as rising coronavirus caseloads threatened to put pressure
on their ability to handle more patients. The decisions illustrate the
darkening picture of the disease in Florida, where steps to reopen have
run up against a series of record one-day totals for new cases over the
past week. Attempting to slow the disease before it pushes hospitals to
their limits, authorities announced a series of moves designed to limit
opportunities for people to congregate at bars, restaurants and
beaches. Such steps will take time to have an effect and, in the
meantime, hospitals said they would take action to make sure they
could accommodate patients with urgent medical needs.


“A Miami ER doctor explained how Florida's COVID-19 response
went from success to disaster” via Charles Davis of Business Insider
— Eight weeks ago, conservative media outlets and politicians hailed
Florida as a model for addressing the coronavirus pandemic, showing
that there was no need to shut down a state for months to ride out the
first wave of infections. DeSantis, a former military prosecutor and
Republican representative, was all but saying, I told you so. And his
allies were singing his praise. Weeks later, the numbers have changed.
Florida is reporting more cases than ever before: more than 5,000 a
day for a week straight, as of Monday. DeSantis has attributed that
increase in part to young people. "You can't control" them, he said. He's
also attributed it to the larger number of tests.


“Colombian man held at federal lockup in Miami dies of COVID-19
at local hospital” via Jay Weaver of the Miami Herald — Ivan
Edgardo Gonzalez-Ramirez died Sunday after he was taken to a local
hospital June 22 because of shortness of breath, Bureau of Prisons
officials said. While at the hospital, he tested positive for the respiratory
disease caused by the coronavirus. He also had preexisting medical
conditions. Gonzalez-Ramirez was one of nine inmates and two staff
employees at the Federal Detention Center in Miami who have been
diagnosed with COVID-19 since the pandemic struck South Florida in
March. Gonzalez-Ramirez, believed to be the first FDC-Miami inmate to
die of COVID-19, had been in federal custody since early April when he
was extradited from Colombia as the pandemic was escalating in the
United States.


“American Airlines flights are about to get busier, but will they be
safe?” via Caroline Ghisolfi of the Miami Herald — Boarding a flight at
Miami International Airport was a breeze March through June, with
waiting times at security checkpoints as low as two minutes, mostly
empty hallways and half a dozen rows of free seating at many
terminals. But that’s about to change, as American Airlines — the
airport’s largest carrier — pushes to satisfy flight demand and fill up the
airport. American Airlines will increase its flight schedule by 10% in July
by reversing its policy of keeping half of all economy middle seats
empty for social distancing purposes. However, public health experts
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have criticized the airline’s decision as being unsafe. “I’m not sure what
went into that decision making,” Fauci, the government’s top infectious
disease expert, told a Senate panel Tuesday.


A worker cleans an American Airlines flight before taking on passengers.
American is looking to satisfy flight demands and fill up Miami International


Airport. Image via Dallas Morning News.


“Miami mandates shutdowns for businesses that violate COVID-19
rules. Here’s the order” via Joey Flechas of the Miami Herald —
Businesses inside Miami city limits now risk a minimum 10-day
shutdown for violating emergency orders meant to limit the spread of
COVID-19. The emergency order, signed at 9 a.m. Wednesday by City
Manager Art Noriega, outlines mandatory closures for businesses
found violating “New Normal” rules created by Miami-Dade County. The
regulations range from capacity limits to prevent overcrowding and the
wearing of face masks in most circumstances, measures to combat the
spread of the novel coronavirus. Under the county’s New Normal
regulations, businesses that are closed for violations could submit a
plan to comply and reopen quickly, often within a day. Under Miami’s
new order, business inside city limits faces mandatory closures that last
longer.


“Amid COVID-19 surge, Miami Beach sets curfew, bans alcohol
sales at stores past 8 p.m.” via Martin Vassolo of the Miami Herald —
Miami Beach is reimposing a citywide curfew as coronavirus cases
keep shooting up. The curfew will be from 12:30 a.m. to 5:30 a.m. every
day, City Manager Jimmy Morales told the City Commission in an
email Wednesday. The curfew takes effect Thursday. “This will reduce
the social interaction and help police with enforcement against
loitering,” Morales said. “There is nothing else to do after midnight.” In
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March, the city imposed a midnight curfew for parts of South Beach, but
that order was lifted June 11. Mayor Dan Gelber said the new curfew
will be citywide. The curfew order also prohibits retail stores — from
supermarket chains to neighborhood liquor stores — from selling
alcohol after 8 p.m.


“Fontainebleau stopped paying worker health insurance
contributions. Now it’s suing.” via Taylor Dolven of the Miami Herald
— The Fontainebleau Miami Beach Resort wants to stop paying for
laid-off workers’ health insurance during the COVID-19 pandemic. In a
lawsuit filed against the hotel workers’ union in federal court last week
in Miami, Miami-Dade’s largest hotel is asking a judge to exempt it from
contributing to its employee health insurance fund — a sum that has
reached somewhere between $3.9 million and $5.35 million for April,
May and June, according to the lawsuit. The hotel laid off 2,083 of its
2,151 employees in March, including the 1,077 employees represented
by UNITE HERE Local 355, due to what it calls “the worst business
conditions the American lodging and hospitality industry has ever
known,” the lawsuit said.


“Miami-Dade’s COVID rules allow lap dances?! Mayor said he
didn’t know. He’s banning them.” via Douglas Hanks of the Miami
Herald — The saga of Miami lap dances during the coronavirus
pandemic took another turn late Tuesday night when the county Mayor
whose administration has allowed the close-contact performances said
he didn’t know they were still happening. Gimenez “was unaware that
lap dances were authorized at some adult entertainment venues,”
Deputy Mayor Jennifer Moon said by text. “They will be prohibited
henceforth.” Miami-Dade’s allowing lap dances to resume as
businesses reopened captured the optimism Gimenez expressed in
May that a thicket of new rules drafted by his administration could let
most of the economy reopen as COVID spread eased. With infection
rates spiking and hospitalizations on the rise, Gimenez is imposing new
rules targeting nightlife and July Fourth crowds.


“Palm Beach County residents sue over mask requirement” via
Austen Erblat of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Four Palm Beach
County residents have sued the county to force a repeal of the rule
requiring that masks be worn in public places. They say that being
forced to wear masks infringes on their constitutional rights to free
speech and privacy, but lawyers and legal experts say the government
has a duty to protect people’s health and safety. The suit is the latest
pushback against local governments’ efforts to stop or slow the spread
of the coronavirus, as Florida reported a record number of cases in the
past week. Plaintiffs Josie Machovec, Carl Holme, Rachel Eade and
Robert Spreitzer allege the county’s order violates their rights. The
lawsuit calls masks “harmful medical devices” with “well-known risks
and potential for serious injury and death.”
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“New website exposes businesses ignoring coronavirus rules” via
Susannah Bryan of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — With coronavirus
cases on the rise, inquiring minds want to know which businesses are
following the rules aimed at slowing the spread of the virus and which
aren’t. On Wednesday morning, Broward County launched an online
dashboard on its website. You’ll be able to see whether a complaint has
been filed claiming your favorite restaurant, hair salon, gym or any other
spot is breaking the rules. The dashboard will update every hour at 36
minutes past the hour with the latest data, said Leonard “Lenny”
Vialpando, deputy director of the county’s Environmental Protection &
Growth Management Department.


“Most PBC teachers want to return to school. A survey suggests
they’re not sure when.” via Andrew Marra of The Palm Beach Post —
Even as the coronavirus pandemic worsened, most Palm Beach County
teachers said last month that they supported a partial return to in-
person classes, a school district survey shows. At the same time, most
teachers said they wanted that return postponed, another sign of the
deep ambivalence among educators and parents about reopening
schools. While 61% of classroom workers who responded to the survey
last month said they wanted to resume in-person classes on a part-time
basis, they were much less enthusiastic about a full-time return. In all,
10,300 district employees who identified themselves as classroom
workers — primarily teachers — responded to the survey, which was
administered between June 16 and June 24.


“Treasure Coast to see $91 million in direct funds from new $92.2
billion state budget” via Joshua Solomon of the TCPalm — Treasure
Coast lawmakers helped bring home $91 million for local infrastructure
and education in the state’s coronavirus-trimmed $92.2 billion budget
for the upcoming year. The biggest winner was Indian River State
College, which secured $51 million. Most of the money is for its general
operating budget. Nearly $34 million is to go to local school education
programs, including early learning and pre-K. About $2 million is to go
to school district workforce programs, which includes training for
industry trades. Martin County’s Program of All-Inclusive Care for the
Elderly is to receive $1.6 million to expand services for 50 more people.
The program is for the elderly who would typically live in nursing homes
but prefer to live at home.


“‘This is going to be a painful thing for people’: Down $1.1 million
in utility revenues, Lake Worth Beach will resume cutoffs” via Jorge
Milian of The Palm Beach Post — More than 1,800 residential and
commercial utility accounts in Lake Worth Beach will be subject to
disconnection on July 17, according to a resolution approved
unanimously Tuesday by the city commission. Residential customers
with past-due accounts can avoid shut-offs by signing up for a payment
plan that would allow them to satisfy their outstanding balances over 12
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months. Commercial accounts will get 24 months. Ed Liberty, the city’s
utility director, said Lake Worth Beach is owed more than $1.1 million
from its customers. The city discontinued utility shut-offs on March 17
as the result of the coronavirus pandemic. How much of that
outstanding balance the city will be able to recoup is an open question,
according to Commissioner Omari Hardy.


“Jason Maughan casts lone vote against Sanibel mask mandate”
via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Maughan cast the lone vote
against a face-covering mandate. A candidate for House District 76, the
Sanibel Republican questioned the enforceability of a mask
requirement. “I stand with Gov. DeSantis and the Lee County Board of
County Commissioners in not forcing citizens to wear a mask against
their will,” said Maughan in a statement released by his campaign. “We
should be advising citizens to wear a mask when they can’t social
distance and allow them the personal responsibility to make the choice
for themselves.” The City Council voted 3-1 in favor, with many local
businesses supporting the move.


The lone man out. Jason Maughan is the only vote against mandatory masks in
Sanibel.


“All Keys cities have now canceled their July 4 fireworks as COVID
cases rise in Monroe” via Gwen Filosa of the Miami Herald —
America’s birthday celebration in the Florida Keys this year won’t
include any public displays of fireworks, as yet another shutdown sends
a “stay away” message to tourists as COVID-19 cases rise along the
island chain. The last fireworks show set to go off in Monroe County
July 4 was canceled Wednesday by Marathon city leaders in an
emergency meeting called to discuss the issue. “I side with public
safety, as you have to when you sit in this seat,” said Councilman John
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Bartus. A unanimous Marathon City Council reluctantly voted to call off
the holiday fireworks. They followed in the footsteps of organizers and
city leaders canceling fireworks in Key West, Key Largo and on Big
Pine Key.


  


“Publix confirms 20 more Orlando-area stores have had workers
test positive for coronavirus, totaling 30” via Austin Fuller of the
Orlando Sentinel — Publix said Wednesday that another 20 of its
Central Florida stores have had a worker test positive for coronavirus,
bringing the total confirmed in the region to 30 locations. The Lakeland-
based grocery store giant had previously confirmed 10 stores with
cases to the Orlando Sentinel. It has about 125 stores in Orange,
Seminole, Lake, Osceola and Volusia counties, so nearly a quarter of
its stores in the region have had an employee test positive for the virus
throughout the course of the pandemic. “Like other essential service
providers, we have seen our own associates and their families
personally impacted by COVID-19,” spokeswoman Maria Brous wrote
in an emailed statement confirming the stores.


More Publix employees are testing positive for coronavirus in the Orlando area.


“Despite reprieve, Central Florida faces ‘tidal wave’ of evictions,
homelessness” via Kate Santich of the Orlando Sentinel — Despite an
eleventh-hour reprieve from evictions and foreclosures until Aug. 1,
Central Florida is still heading for a “tidal wave” of homelessness in the
coming months as federal unemployment subsidies end, utility
companies shut off power to delinquent accounts and landlords are
eventually cleared to order out tenants with overdue rent. Jeff


More local
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Hayward, president and CEO of the Heart of Florida United Way, called
on the government, business and nonprofit sectors to join forces as
they did four years ago after the Pulse nightclub attack and a decade
ago to address homelessness following the 2008 housing market
collapse. “We still have 1.4 million people in Florida who are jobless,”
Hayward said.


“Orlando International Airport installs PPE vending machines” via
Katie Rice of the Orlando Sentinel — As travel through Orlando
International Airport picks up after falling sharply during the first months
of the coronavirus pandemic, travelers can expect to see vending
machines selling personal protective equipment placed throughout the
facility. The Clean & Safe Travels machines, located near several
airline ticket counters close to airport entrances, offer face masks, hand
sanitizer and other PPE to help passengers stop the spread of the
coronavirus, airport spokespeople said. In a written statement, Phil
Brown, CEO of the Greater Orlando Aviation Authority, said the
machines were installed to help travelers and airport employees feel
safe within OIA. “We want to ensure everyone can easily obtain
personal safety essentials needed to travel during the COVID-19
pandemic,” he said. Prices start at $7.50 for a packet of two masks, and
passengers can also purchase PPE at various stores in the terminal.


Orlando International Airport is now offering a vending machine with personal
protection equipment. Image via MyNews13.


“ICUs full at three Lee, Collier hospitals as coronavirus cases
continue to rise” via Frank Gluck of the Naples Daily News — Cape
Coral Hospital, a Physicians Regional Healthcare System hospital in
Naples and Lehigh Regional Medical Center in Lehigh Acres had full
ICUs, according to the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration's
daily bed tracker. Overall, the region's hospitals are now at 82%
capacity in their adult ICUs, the tracker showed. And the two largest
hospital systems roughly doubled COVID-19-related hospitalizations in
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the past month. Both of Physician Regional's hospitals were at capacity
Tuesday. By Wednesday afternoon, an ICU bed had opened up at one
of its hospitals.


“Mask proposal discussed as Nassau County extends state of
emergency” via Dan Scanlan of The Florida Times-Union — Nassau
County commissioners voted to extend the local state of emergency for
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic for another seven days. The five-
member board also worked on a countywide proposal on public use of
masks as they wore their own in a meeting room with clear barriers
erected between each commissioner. County Manager Micheal Mullin
said he will take what he heard from the commission and draw up a
draft executive order. He said he will also work with officials in
Fernandina Beach, Hilliard and Callahan to ensure “we are in sync” on
a proposal strongly encouraging mask use and implement it if the
commissioners have no issues. Some commissioners suggested their
ordinance should encourage mask use for people in businesses for at
least 30 days. Changes could be made based on what happens then to
coronavirus testing numbers.


“Pasco schools inch closer to mandatory masks” via Jeffrey S.
Solochek of the Tampa Bay Times — Pasco County students who want
to return to classrooms in August most likely will have to wear masks to
be allowed in. School Board members indicated a strong preference for
requiring facial coverings as a way to keep COVID-19 at bay while
attempting to restart classes after months away because of the virus.
They took the lead from top administrators, who recommended the idea
after reviewing several models to allow a resumption of face-to-face
instruction. Board members had few qualms with the proposal — even
with some of the potential problems that have been raised. “It’s difficult
to wear all day, I get it. I would just rather be safe than sorry,” Chair
Colleen Beaudoin said, suggesting masks for elementary, middle and
high schools.


“Florida State just barred many employees from caring for kids
while working remotely. Moms ask: ‘What am I supposed to do?’”
via Caroline Kitchener of The Lily — When coronavirus hit, companies
scrambled to adjust their policies around remote work and child care:
With schools and day cares closed many employers realized that they
could no longer demand the full attention of their employees during
working hours. They would have to be flexible. But now some of that
flexibility may be coming to an end. Florida State announced Friday that
many employees will have to develop alternative plans for child care.
“As FSU looks toward resuming normal campus operations — as
conditions allow — we felt a responsibility to provide our employees
notice of our intention to return to our standard telecommuting
agreement that requires dependent or child care arrangements while
working remotely,” FSU associate VP Renisha Gibbs said.
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“State suspends Bajas Beachclub liquor license for violating
coronavirus closure order” via Karl Etters of the Tallahassee
Democrat — State officials pulled the liquor license of Bajas Beachclub
on Pensacola Street after the nightclub held a large party over the
weekend that regulators say violated a mandate effectively closing bars
across Florida. Halsey Beshears, secretary of the Department of
Business and Professional Regulation, announced the move
Wednesday morning on Twitter. "Last night, we suspended the alcohol
license of Next Door Entertainment, Inc/Zaioud, Zein dba Bajas
Beachclub for opening and operating as a nightclub," he wrote. In a
prepared statement, the nightclub's owner said he is working with
regulators.


Bajas Beachclub was shut down for violating the coronavirus closure order. Go
figure.


“Tampa Bay hospitals brace for a possible surge in patients” via
Megan Reeves and Langston Taylor of the Tampa Bay Times — The
Tampa Bay area is back on the brink of a possible surge in
hospitalizations related to the coronavirus, and data shows the local
health care system’s ability to respond has eroded since the spring.
Between early April and now, about 38% more people have been
admitted to hospitals in Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco and Hernando
counties. Elective surgeries have resumed and doctors say patients
who have put off routine care are starting to show up again, all while the
state sees record-breaking increases in COVID-19 infections that don’t
appear to be slowing down.
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“Donald Trump shifts messaging on masks, saying he’s open to
wearing one in public” via Max Cohen of POLITICO — Trump said
Wednesday he would have no problem wearing a mask in public,
despite avoiding being pictured with a face-covering amid the
coronavirus pandemic. “I’m all for masks. I think masks are good,”
Trump said in an interview with Fox Business Wednesday afternoon.
The President said he usually doesn’t wear a mask in public
appearances because he is far enough from others, adding that people
are tested for COVID-19 before they see him. Trump also said he was
open to appearing in public with a face covering. “Actually, I had a mask
on and I sort of liked the way I looked,” Trump said. While Pence is
often seen in public wearing a mask, Trump has yet to wear a mask in
public.


Corona nation
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With his position on face masks, Donald Trump is shifting slightly.


“As cases surge, Trump says he believes the virus is ‘going to sort
of just disappear.’” via The New York Times — Trump said that he
believed the virus was “going to sort of just disappear,” even as cases
are rapidly rising nationwide and added that he was “all for masks,”
even though he has rarely worn one himself, mocked people who do
and has questioned the benefits and even the political meaning of face
coverings. “I think we’re going to be very good with the coronavirus. I
think that at some point, that’s going to sort of just disappear, I hope,”
Trump said. As even senior Republican members of Congress and
Republican governors in states with rising caseloads issue firmer calls
for Americans to wear masks, Trump spoke less skeptically about the
precaution than he has in the past.


“Why surviving the virus may come down to which hospital admits
you” via Brian Rosenthal, Joseph Goldstein, Sharon Otterman and
Sheri Fink of The New York Times — Mortality data from three dozen
hospitals indicates that the likelihood of survival may depend in part on
where a patient is treated. At the peak of the pandemic in April, the data
suggests, patients at some community hospitals were three times more
likely to die as patients at medical centers in the wealthiest parts of the
city. Underfunded hospitals in the neighborhoods hit the hardest often
had lower staffing, worse equipment and less access to drug trials and
advanced treatments at the height of the crisis than the private, well-
financed academic medical centers in wealthy parts of Manhattan. The
pandemic exposed and amplified the inequities, especially during the
peak.


“Official U.S. coronavirus death toll is ‘a substantial undercount’ of
actual tally, Yale study finds” via Berkeley Lovelace Jr. of CNBC —
The number of confirmed U.S. deaths due to the coronavirus is
substantially lower than the true tally, according to a study.
Researchers found that the excess number of deaths over normal
levels also exceeded those attributed to COVID-19, leading them to
conclude that many of those fatalities were likely caused by the
coronavirus but not confirmed. State reporting discrepancies and a
sharp increase in U.S. deaths amid a pandemic suggest the number of
COVID-19 fatalities is undercounted. Of the 122,300 excess deaths,
95,235 were attributed to COVID-19.


“FDA to require proof virus vaccine is effective before approving
its use” via Thomas M. Burton of The Wall Street Journal — The FDA
released guidance outlining conditions for approving a COVID-19
vaccine, including that any vaccine is at least 50% more effective than a
placebo in preventing the disease. That 50% benchmark is used
routinely for flu vaccines. The FDA said it wouldn’t approve, or give
emergency-use authorization, to any coronavirus vaccine unless the
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maker had clearly demonstrated proof of its safety and effectiveness in
a clinical study. In its new guidance, the FDA said it wouldn’t approve a
vaccine simply if it leads to antibodies in patients’ bloodstreams,
because it isn’t known what level of antibodies confers protection. The
agency also said it would require a vaccine maker to conduct further
safety monitoring after any approval, and recommended that vaccine
recipients be followed for a year after treatment.


“Months into coronavirus pandemic, ICU doctors are split on best
treatment” via Sarah Toy and Mark Maremont of The Wall Street
Journal — Several months into the coronavirus pandemic, hospital
physicians are split on whether long-established treatment protocols for
patients in respiratory distress are helping or harming patients with
COVID-19. To begin with, physicians don’t agree on the type of lung
injury the novel coronavirus causes. A disagreement has roiled the
critical-care community, with those in favor of nontypical protocols
accusing the other camp of being inflexible and tied to tradition at the
expense of patient care during a pandemic. The debate has crystallized
around the best way to use ventilators to help COVID-19 patients
breathe when they can’t on their own.


“Cases spike in Sunbelt, other states back off on reopening” via
Jake Coyle and Jonathan J. Cooper of The Associated Press —
California closed down bars, theaters and indoor restaurant dining all
over again across most of the state Wednesday and Arizona’s outbreak
grew more severe by nearly every measure, as the surging coronavirus
crisis across the South and West sent a shudder through the country.
“The bottom line is the spread of this virus continues at a rate that is
particularly concerning,” California Gov. Gavin Newsom said in
dramatically expanding the round of closings he announced over the
weekend. Confirmed cases in California have increased nearly 50%
over the past two weeks, and COVID-19 hospitalizations have gone up
43%. Newsom reported nearly 5,900 new cases and 110 more deaths
in 24 hours.
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A bartender pours a beer while wearing a mask and face shield amid the
coronavirus pandemic at Slater's 50/50 in Santa Clarita, California. Image via AP.


“Anthony Fauci says drinking inside bars is one of the most
dangerous things you can do right now” via Hillary Brueck of
Business Insider — Dr. Fauci, the director of the National Institute for
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, had some sharp words Tuesday for
America's most cavalier bargoers, who he said were putting others at
risk of death from the coronavirus. "Bars: really not good. Really not
good," the infectious-disease expert said during a U.S. Senate
committee hearing. "Congregation at a bar, inside, is bad news. We
really got to stop that right now." Fauci added that he was "quite
concerned" about outbreaks in four states — Florida, Texas, California
and Arizona — that together are shouldering "more than 50% of the
new infections" in the country today.


“Hollowed out public health system faces more cuts amid virus”
via Lauren Weber, Laura Ungar, Michelle R. Smith, Hannah Recht and
Anna Maria Barry-Jester of The Associated Press — The U.S. public
health system has been starved for decades and lacks the resources to
confront the worst health crisis in a century. State and local government
health workers on the ground are sometimes paid so little, they qualify
for public aid. They track the coronavirus on paper records shared via
fax. Working seven-day weeks for months on end, they fear pay
freezes, public backlash and even losing their jobs. Since 2010,
spending for state public health departments has dropped by 16% per
capita and spending for local health departments has fallen by 18%. At
least 38,000 state and local public health jobs have disappeared since
the 2008 recession, leaving a skeletal workforce for what was once
viewed as one of the world’s top public health systems.
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“Companies hit by COVID-19 want insurance payouts. Insurers say
no.” via Leslie Scism of The Wall Street Journal — Millions of
businesses across the U.S. have “business interruption” insurance. The
pandemic, no question, interrupted their businesses. But insurance
companies have largely refused to pay claims under this coverage,
citing a standard requirement for physical damage. That is a legacy of
its origins in the early 1900s as part of property insurance protecting
manufacturers from broken boilers or other failing equipment that
closed factories. The insurance is also known as “business income”
coverage. More than half of property policies in force today specifically
exclude viruses. The firms filing the lawsuits mostly hold policies
without that exclusion.


“Fed’s $600 billion Main Street Lending Program sees lukewarm
interest” via Paul Kiernan of The Wall Street Journal — The
government is offering to lend up to $600 billion to help small and mid-
size businesses weather the coronavirus-induced recession, but so far
interest has been sparse. Under the Main Street Lending Program,
commercial banks lend to companies and then sell all but a small
portion of each loan to the Federal Reserve. The Treasury Department
stands ready to cover the Fed’s losses if companies fail to repay. More
than two months after the program was announced, however, some
bankers say they are still trying to decide whether to take part. The
central concern: Companies in dire need of cash aren’t likely to be
approved, while more creditworthy borrowers are likely to find similar or
better terms on their own.


“Workers are getting laid off for a second time, as the virus’s surge
puts reopenings on hold” via Eli Rosenberg and Abha Bhattarai of
The Washington Post — Millions of American workers are suffering
from economic whiplash, thinking they were finally returning to work
only to be sent home again because of the coronavirus’s latest surge.
Stores, restaurants, gyms and other businesses that reopened weeks
ago are shuttering once more, and this time Congress appears less
inclined to provide additional aid. Other companies that had banked on
customers returning and restrictions lifting, such as hotel chains,
construction firms and movie theaters, are seeing hours cut and
reopening dates pushed back indefinitely as consumer demand stalls.
Many governors, including some who had drawn scrutiny for initially
playing down the virus’s risks, are issuing new safety restrictions, in
some cases just weeks after the first round of guidelines had begun to
lift.


Corona economics
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Beverage director Travis Matreyek reads a book at the Churchill in Phoenix.
Image via The Washington Post.


“Pay cuts are becoming a defining feature of the coronavirus
recession” via Heather Long and Andrew Van Dam of The Washington
Post — Workers are twice as likely to get a pay cut now than they were
during the Great Recession. Salary cuts are spreading most rapidly in
white-collar industries, which suggests a deep recession and slow
recovery since white-collar workers are usually the last to feel financial
pain. Companies have also trimmed employee hours, leaving many
hourly wage workers with leaner paychecks as well. More than 6 million
workers have been forced to work part-time during the pandemic even
though they want full-time work. Widespread pay cuts are highly
unusual, but some business leaders have tried to save jobs by cutting
pay between 5 and 50%.


“Who will recover faster from the virus? Europe or the U.S.?” via
Steven Erlanger of The New York Times — After the devastating
financial crisis of 2008 and 2009, the United States recovered much
more quickly than Europe, which suffered a double-dip recession. This
time, many economists say that Europe may have the edge. The main
reason America did well was the rapid response of the government and
the flexible nature of the American economy, quick both to fire workers
but also to hire them again. Europe, with built-in social insurance, tries
to keep workers from layoffs through subsidies to employers, making it
harder to fire and more expensive to rehire. But this is a different kind of
collapse, a mandated shutdown in response to a pandemic, driving
down both supply and demand simultaneously.


“Another bad month for tourism: Orange County’s tax receipts
down 95% in May” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — The county
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known as the world’s biggest tourist destination was shut down almost
entirely by the coronavirus crisis once again in May. Orange County
Comptroller Phil Diamond revealed that the tourist development tax,
the tax on hotel beds that closely tracks tourism activity and provides
hundreds of millions of dollars annually for a variety of local uses, was
down 95% in May compared with the same month last year. That’s only
a slight improvement over the 97% drop his office tracked for the April
tourist development tax compared with the previous April. In raw
numbers, Orange County visitors paid $1,144,300 in tourist
development taxes in May, compared with $765,900 in April. Last May,
visitors coughed up $22,611,000 in tourist taxes.


“Pasco officials brace for major budget hit due to the coronavirus”
via Barbara Behrendt of the Tampa Bay Times — Summer is prime
time for government officials to prepare spending plans for the new
fiscal year that begins Oct. 1. But the summer of 2020 holds no comfort
and no clarity for Pasco County officials currently trying to predict just
how low revenues might go, given the current situation with COVID-19.
County commissioners got a brief update Tuesday showing them falling
revenues in numerous categories ranging from sales tax to gas tax to
tourist tax, which was taking a huge hit as people have stayed home
and avoided travel and spending. Impacts are expected to be at least
as bad as the Great Recession a decade ago, Pasco budget director
Robert Goehrig told commissioners.


  


“Coronavirus autopsies: A story of 38 brains, 87 lungs and 42
hearts” via Ariana Eunjung Cha of The Washington Post — Autopsies
have long been a source of breakthroughs in understanding new
diseases, from HIV/AIDS and Ebola to Lassa fever. Many hospital
systems were too overwhelmed trying to save lives to spend too much
time delving into the secrets of the dead. But by late May and June, the
first large batch of reports were published in quick succession. Among
the most important findings, consistent across several studies, is
confirmation the virus appears to attack the lungs the most ferociously.
They also found the pathogen in parts of the brain, kidneys, liver,
gastrointestinal tract and spleen and in the endothelial cells that line
blood vessels, as some had previously suspected. Researchers also
found widespread clotting in many organs.


“Texas cases at record; Pennsylvania mandates masks” via
Bloomberg News — Texas posted a record 8,076 new virus cases,
pushing the total to 168,062, according to state health department
figures. Fatalities jumped by 57 to 2,481 for the biggest one-day
increase since May 14. The state’s positive-test rate has been above
13% for four days, the longest stretch above that threshold since the
pandemic emerged. Pennsylvania required residents to wear masks as


More corona
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U.S. state and local leaders grapple with a surge in coronavirus
infections. Coronavirus cases in the U.S. rose by 46,065 from a day
earlier to 2.66 million. Florida reported 158,997 COVID-19 cases
Wednesday, up 4.3% from a day earlier, compared with an average
increase of 5.7% in the previous seven days. Deaths among Florida
residents reached 3,550, an increase of 1.3%, according to the report.


Texas coronavirus cases are at an all-time high. Image via Bloomberg.


— “NYC delays indoor dining with virus cases soaring elsewhere”
via Henry Goldman and Keshia Clukey


“Alexa, just shut up: We’ve been isolated for months, and now we
hate our home assistants” via Travis M. Andrews of The Washington
Post — As our isolation dragged on with Alexa, Siri and Google’s
nameless “assistant “serving as one of our few outlets for conversation,
a certain animosity for these devices has grown for some, seemingly
exponentially. “Because of quarantining and going through all the
events of police brutality and racism, people are frustrated,” said David
Rusbasan, a psychology professor at Marian University who has
studied aggression and stress. “Talking to Alexa poorly is almost a
socially acceptable way to deal with aggressive tendencies as opposed
to putting it on an individual.” Companies have marketed these devices
by creating a sense of enchantment, portraying them as otherworldly,
futuristic, promising.
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“Trump: Black Lives Matter is a 'symbol of hate'” via Max Cohen of
POLITICO — Trump called New York City’s decision to paint ‘Black
Lives Matter’ on Fifth Avenue a "symbol of hate," rebuking his
hometown's embrace of a rallying cry that has stirred nationwide
protests against racism. The president’s latest comments attacking the
Black Lives Matter movement drew swift condemnation from New York
City police reform groups. Trump also criticized cuts to the city’s police
department and wrote on Twitter that Mayor Bill de Blasio’s decision to
paint Black Lives Matter on the street outside Trump Tower is
“denigrating this luxury Avenue.” De Blasio said that the street painting
would be completed outside Trump Tower in a matter of days. The
mayor's office ordered the letters painted on Fifth Avenue last week.


“Clay County sheriff says he’ll deputize every gun owner if
deputies can’t handle protesters” via Andrew Pantazi of The Florida
Times-Union — Clay County Sheriff Darryl Daniels, no stranger to
making viral videos appealing to tough-on-crime politics, released a
video Tuesday that said he will make “special deputies of every lawful
gun owner in this county” if he feels the county is overwhelmed by
protesters. The three-minute video shows Daniels standing in front of
18 deputies as he derides civil-rights protesters as godless disrupters
and tells them to stay out of Clay County, a suburb of Jacksonville.
“And if you come to Clay County and you think for one second, we’ll
bend our backs for you, you’re sadly mistaken,” he said. Daniels, the
county’s first Black sheriff, is himself under investigation by the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement related to an affair he had with a fellow
officer back when he was at the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office and a
subsequent false arrest of that officer.


Smoldering
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Clay County Sheriff Darryl Daniels — who is Black — vows to deputize every gun
owner in the county to handle any possible Black Lives Matter protesters.


Happening today — The Innocence Project of Florida will hold a
Facebook Live event to discuss issues such as racial bias in policing,
11 a.m., facebook.com/events.


“’Pop his ass.’ bodycam videos show protesters throwing things at
police. Some officers seem to revel in the return fire.” via Andrew
Boryga and Mario Ariza of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Newly
released police body-camera footage shows officers firing tear gas and
rubber bullets into a chaotic crowd, often pointing out targets by calling
out what they are wearing and seeming to revel in their firing. Some
videos show Fort Lauderdale officers aiming their weapons at
protesters who have their hands up. One of the clips clearly captures
the moments before one protester, LaToya Ratlieff, 34, was hit in the
face with a rubber bullet. As tear gas clouds a line of officers, Ratlieff
can be seen hunched over coughing. Later an officer attempts to shoot
a protester behind her through a cloud of smoke, but misses and hits
Ratlieff.


“‘Beat it, little f***er.’ Officers laugh after shooting rubber bullets at
protesters” via Nicholas Nehamas and Sarah Blaskey of the Miami
Herald — Fort Lauderdale police officers laughed and celebrated after
shooting protesters with rubber bullets at a May 31 George Floyd rally
in Fort Lauderdale, newly released body camera footage shows. “Beat
it, little f***er,” Detective Zachary Baro, leader of a Fort Lauderdale
SWAT team unit, can be heard saying after officers shot “less lethal”
projectiles at a protester. George Kirkham, a former police officer and
Professor Emeritus at Florida State University, condemned the behavior
captured on the footage. “This is serious misconduct. This is people
with badges acting like thugs,” Kirkham said. “It’s like a cancer. If you
let it go, it will spread.” Asked for comment, a spokeswoman for the Fort
Lauderdale police said the department would have to review the
footage.
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“Attorney questions ‘bogus’ threat to sue teen for
#RacistsofMiamiLakes tweetstorm” via Joshua Ceballos of the Miami
New Times — This past Sunday in Miami Lakes, 17-year-old
photojournalist Daniel Gonzalez III attended a protest against police
brutality and systemic racism. Before he went to bed that night,
Gonzalez posted several of his photos to Twitter, labeling the caravan
participants the #RacistsofMiamiLakes. he Twitter thread quickly
gathered several thousand likes. But by the time Gonzalez woke up
Monday, he had received an email from Miami Lakes attorney Douglas
Jeffrey threatening to sue him for defamation and his parents for
"vicarious liability" and "negligent supervision." After taking down the
Twitter thread, he received messages and comments from a number of
lawyers specializing in First Amendment rights who said Jeffrey's letter
was meritless.


“Arrested BLM graffitist: ‘They can continue to paint over us but
they will never wipe us out’” via Corey Arwood of the TC Palm — A
22-year-old woman said the graffiti that led to her arrest late last week
was her contribution to local protests and to "remind the people of Vero
Beach that Black lives still matter." Sarah Batista, of Sebastian, was
arrested Friday around 10 a.m. for spray painting "Black Lives Still
Matter," and hearts, on a downtown convenience store wall. Vero
Beach police said Batista's graffiti was criminal mischief and anyone
caught graffitiing there could be arrested, as well. By the time Batista
was released from the Indian River County Jail around 1 p.m. June 26,
the north-facing wall of Country Discount Beverage on 14th Avenue had
once more been covered with Black paint by property managers.


“In race for Congress, Florida’s ‘gator bait’ cheer and its links to
racism become an issue” via Lina Ruiz of NPR/WUFT — Judson
Sapp, a wealthy executive who runs a railroad contracting business,
said he has distributed about 1,000 orange-and-blue “Gator Bait”
campaign signs across Florida's 3rd Congressional District, which
includes UF’s campus in Gainesville. Sapp graduated from Florida
State University. “There’s a certain amount of irony that the guy who did
not go to UF is the only one being extremely vocal about the fact that
you should be able to say this,” Sapp said in an interview. Sapp, who
has raised more money than any of the 16 other candidates in the
congressional race, said he plans to wear a “Gator Bait” shirt or pin the
next time he attends a Florida sporting event. He called University
President Kent Fuchs’ decision to discontinue the cheer a mistake.


“Activists criticize Tampa police response to drivers clashing with
protesters” via Peter Talbot and Kavitha Surana of the Tampa Bay
Times — About 100 people gathered in Lykes Gaslight Park Tuesday
evening to protest Tampa police response to two activists struck by
cars driving through rallies in recent weeks. In both cases, drivers didn’t
face charges. In one case, a protester was arrested. Jae Passmore,
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who was hospitalized June 21 after she was hit and injured during a
protest near Hyde Park Village, stood on crutches and called for Tampa
Mayor Jane Castor to fire Tampa Police Chief Brian Dugan. Members
of the Florida Indigenous Rights and Environmental Equality group
announced they filed a civil rights complaint with the Department of
Justice on behalf of the other activist who was injured.


About 100 people gathered in Tampa to protest how local police responded to
cars driving through recent rallies. Image via AP.


“Students pressuring FSU to remove Francis Eppes statue from
campus” via Byron Dobson of the Tallahassee Democrat — A renewed
student-driven effort is underway to convince Florida State University's
administration to permanently remove a statue of Eppes from campus.
That's in addition to removing his name from the building housing the
College of Criminology and Criminal Justice. The statue of Eppes has
been a lightning rod on campus for student activists who say the former
Tallahassee mayor was a major slave owner and his recognition is
undeserved. The controversy resurfaced in July 2018 when the 15-
member President’s Advisory Panel on University Namings and
Recognitions agreed the statue should be removed from its long-
standing location in front of the Westcott Building.


“Seattle cops dismantle ‘occupied’ zone, arrest more than 30” via
Martha Bellisle and Lisa Baumann of The Associated Press — Seattle
police turned out in force early Wednesday at the city’s “occupied”
protest zone, tore down demonstrators’ encampments and used
bicycles to herd the protesters after the mayor ordered the area cleared
following two fatal shootings in less than two weeks. Wearing helmets
and wielding batons and rifles, officers converged on the area at dawn.
Officers stood shoulder-to-shoulder on several streets while others
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created a makeshift fence with their bicycles, using it to push protesters
back away from the center of the zone. By late morning, police said 32
people had been arrested for failure to disperse, obstruction, assault
and unlawful weapon possession. Police also tore down fences that
protesters had erected around their tents and used batons to poke
inside bushes, apparently looking for people who might be hiding
inside.


“Historic coast guard ship ‘Taney’ to be renamed” via Ben Kesling of
The Wall Street Journal — The historic Coast Guard cutter the “Taney”
will be renamed as soon as possible so that it no longer pays tribute to
the antebellum Supreme Court chief justice Roger B. Taney who
delivered the Dred Scott decision, according to a Baltimore museum in
charge of the ship. “Taney” has already been removed from the ship’s
stern, and Historic Ships said that until a new name is decided upon,
the ship will be known by its technical name, the WHEC 37. Historic
Ships said it doesn’t anticipate any legal roadblocks to changing the
name.
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“Congress considers college athlete compensation following
Florida law” via Megan Sauer of the Tampa Bay Times — Some
members of the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation, said it’s time to ensure college athletes earn money for
their individual names, images and likenesses. This was the second
time the committee met to discuss whether college athletes could
benefit from third-party endorsements. For now, the NCAA blocks
players from opportunities other students could monetize, like
participating in commercials or creating a social media presence. The
hearing coincided with a national effort pressuring the NCAA and
Congress to regulate compensation while preserving the spirit of
amateurism across all divisions of collegiate athletics. Florida is one of
three states that has already passed laws regarding the compensation
of college athletes.


“Republican wanted to vote by proxy but leaders urged against it”
via Lindsey McPherson of Roll Call — Francis Rooney, the only House
Republican to publicly back Democrats’ proxy voting rule, designated a
Democrat to serve as his proxy last week but has yet to cast a vote by
proxy after his leadership urged against it. Rooney, who is retiring at the
end of this term and has not been present for House votes in four
months, filed a letter Thursday with the House clerk designating Virginia
Democratic Rep. Donald Beyer to serve as his proxy. But as the
House voted on a handful of bills Thursday and Friday, including a
policing overhaul and a D.C. statehood measure, Rooney was recorded
as not voting. Rooney’s authorization designating Beyer as his proxy
does not expire unless he revokes it, which he has not yet done, so he
could still vote by proxy this week if he sends Beyer instructions for how
he wants to vote.


D.C. matters
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Francis Rooney was the onl yRepublican to publicly back the Democrats proxy
voting rule.


“Ross Spano using public funds for rule-breaking Facebook ads”
via Florida Politics — Scott Franklin is criticizing his opponent in the
Republican primary for Florida’s 15th Congressional District for using
office resources to promote himself on Facebook. According to
Facebook data, Spano’s office spent more than $117,000 of public
money to promote posts on Facebook. “I’m appalled to see a self-
proclaimed conservative so egregiously abuse his privileges for his own
self-promotion,” Franklin said. “This is yet another example of Big-
Spender Spano’s misuse of funds and mismanagement of money. He
cannot be trusted with taxpayer dollars.” Three-quarters of public funds
used to promote himself on Facebook have been spent since Franklin
entered the race in mid-March with $87,000 spent since then.


“U.S. Rep. Alcee Hastings says he’s married; ethics panel clears
him” via Wayne Washington of The Palm Beach Post — A U.S. House
Ethics Committee investigation into Hastings’ relationship with a
member of his staff was closed last month, ending another chapter of
ethical questions in a long career filled with them. The House Ethics
Committee, chaired by a Palm Beach County colleague, said it closed
the investigation after learning that the longtime congressman had
married his aide in January 2019. The committee did not name the staff
member but The Palm Beach Post and other media outlets have
reported that Hastings has been in a long relationship with Patricia
Williams, a former attorney who was disbarred for mishandling the
money of her clients.


  Statewide
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“Appeals court stops judge’s order granting Florida felons right to
vote” via Lawrence Mower of the Tampa Bay Times — A federal
appellate court has temporarily stopped a judge’s order that granted
hundreds of thousands of felons the right to vote, the latest turn in
Florida’s battle over felon voting rights. The U.S. Court of Appeals for
the 11th Circuit ruled in favor of state officials and DeSantis, who asked
the court to stop a ruling in May by U.S. District Judge Robert Hinkle.
Hinkle ruled that DeSantis and Florida elections officials can’t keep
felons from voting if they can’t afford to pay off all court fees, fines and
restitution, finding that the requirement is unconstitutional. The decision
is a setback for the hundreds of thousands of felons who were granted
the ability to vote under Hinkle’s order.


“Ron DeSantis signs DCF Accountability Act” via Drew Wilson of
Florida Politics — DeSantis signed a bill Tuesday that would create
accountability programs within the state Department of Children and
Families. The DCF Accountability Act sets up the Office of Quality
Assurance and Improvement within DCF and tasks it with creating a
grading system to monitor internal programs and contracted vendors
throughout the state. Their performance will be analyzed regularly to
ensure Florida’s children and families are receiving high-quality care.
The bill cruised in both chambers, with both the House and Senate
passing the bill unanimously. It had powerful backers: First Lady Casey
DeSantis and Senate President-Designate Wilton Simpson.


Ron DeSantis signed a new law that creates more accountability for the Florida
Department of Children and Families.


“DeSantis touts investment in Historically Black Colleges and
Universities” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — With Florida
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rolling over to the first day of the 2020-2021 fiscal year, DeSantis took
his afternoon to spotlight the funding he approved this week for
Historically Black Colleges and Universities. DeSantis traveled to
Bethune-Cookman University in Daytona Beach to tout the $123.2
million included in the budget for research and education at HBCUs, an
increase of $18.9 million. The Governor kept that funding in the final
budget alongside teacher pay raises and Florida Forever despite
issuing more than $1 billion in line-item vetoes because of the COVID-
19 pandemic. “We could say wait till next year, but it may not have
happened next year,” he said. Opa-locka Democratic Rep. James
Bush III said the millions of dollars help give Black children the
opportunity to achieve a vision to serve humanity.


Essential parts of Complete Florida Plus continue despite veto —
The State University System Board of Governors is recreating essential
pieces of the Complete Florida Plus Program under a new name after
DeSantis vetoed the $29.4 million program in the budget, Andrew
Atterbury of POLITICO Florida reports. The maneuver sidesteps the
veto and another state law that blocks spending on programs that are
vetoed. Complete Florida had come under fire in the 2020 Legislative
Session after reports of mismanagement by the University of West
Florida, which oversees the program. “We are confident that new
management will improve oversight and decision-making processes,”
the BOG said in a statement.


“Seminole County officials applauding veto of land management
bill” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — When DeSantis quietly
vetoed Senate Bill 410, a few officials in Seminole County cheered. SB
410, sponsored by Republican Sen. Keith Perry of Gainesville, began
as an attempt to restrict his home county of Alachua’s abilities to control
growth into rural areas. But it got amended in the closing days of the
Legislative Session to extend the effect to up to 13 counties, including
charter counties such as Seminole. Once the bill got approved, 23-16 in
the Senate and 71-43 in the House Constantine and others in Seminole
and in statewide groups, including the Florida Association of Counties,
lobbied hard to get DeSantis to veto it.


“Court clears way for case against Parkland school monitor” via
Jim Saunders of the News Service of Florida — Pointing to a failure to
call a “Code Red” that could have locked down the school, an appeals
court refused to dismiss a case against a campus security monitor who
spotted and followed accused gunman Nikolas Cruz before the 2018
mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. A three-
judge panel of the 4th District Court of Appeal rejected arguments that
former campus monitor Andrew Medina should be dismissed from a
civil lawsuit filed by Andrew Pollack and Shara Kaplan, parents of
Meadow Pollack. Medina contended that he cannot be held liable
because of sovereign immunity. The appeals court said the allegations
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in the case were adequate to consider whether Medina acted with
“willful and wanton” disregard.


“Doug Belden faces ethics investigation over soliciting favors” via
Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — Belden, the longtime
Hillsborough County Tax Collector, is facing an ethics violation
investigation, according to a complaint filed with the Florida
Commission on Ethics. The complaint, filed by Hillsborough County
Democratic Party State Committeewoman Alma Gonzalez, alleges
Belden illegally solicited favors and used his public office for political
gain. In her complaint, Gonzalez claims Belden offered to help her find
employment with a private law firm if she persuaded potential political
rivals not to challenge his reelection. She also said he threatened her
with professional ruin if she failed to do so. The complaint points to
emails and text messages between July 22 and August 10, 2019.


“Longboat Key pipe may have dumped 28 million gallons of
sewage into Sarasota Bay” via Timothy Fanning of the Sarasota
Herald-Tribune — Left unaddressed for nearly two weeks, a leak from a
Longboat Key sewage pipe spilled an estimated 26 to 28 million gallons
of sewage into Sarasota Bay from the town’s aging sewage line, a
Florida Department of Environmental Protection spokeswoman said.
The DEP will investigate the spill and hold Longboat Key “accountable
by identifying necessary restoration and remediation actions,” agency
spokeswoman Shannon Herbon said in an email. That includes fines
and penalties for violations.


“Holt celebrates funding for new fire station” via Auriette Lindsey of
WEAR-TV — The Holt Volunteer Fire Department in Okaloosa County
is looking forward to building a much-needed new fire station. A line
item for $813,000 survived DeSantis' veto pen and remained in the
state budget signed Monday. County Commissioner Nathan Boyles
serves District 3 and makes his home in Holt. He said it's past time for
the department to have new facilities. Boyles said, "Their current
building is dilapidated and does not support their mission to provide
safety and security to the Holt community." Captain Shelly Chestnut
said in a video posted to Facebook that contractors they asked about
fixing up the place recommended tearing it down instead. Rep. Jayer
Williamson made the new firehouse a legislative priority this year.
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Holt is celebrating funding for its new fire station.


“Dixie Highway near Roosevelt Bridge anticipated to open Friday
morning” via Sara Marino of the TCPalm — Portions of Dixie Highway
closed because of work being done to the Roosevelt Bridge are
expected to open Friday morning. Parts of the road, which is next to the
FEC Railway tracks, are under the northbound and southbound spans
of the bridge. Florida Department of Transportation officials on Twitter
said they have been using a large truck to drive the detour routes
planned for trucks to access Dixie Highway from U.S. 1. looking for any
potential problems. For about two weeks, the three-tenths of a mile
portion of Dixie Highway from Fern Street to Albany Avenue has been
closed, frustrating some restaurants and businesses that had recently
reopened in Phase 1 of the statewide COVID-19 reopening plan.
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“Jared Kushner changes top Trump campaign staff” via Jonathan
Swan of Axios — Michael Glassner, the man who organizes Trump's
rallies, has been "reassigned," and Trump's 2016 Arizona chair Jeff
DeWit will join the campaign as the chief operating officer to oversee
the final stretch to Election Day. Driving the news: Kushner engineered
these moves. Glassner, a Trump campaign original dating back to
2015, has been told he will now be handling the campaign's various
lawsuits, sources say. DeWit, a Kushner ally, is a businessman and
former Arizona state treasurer who served as the chief financial officer
of NASA under Trump from 2018 until earlier this year. One person
familiar with the shake-up defended Glassner as the unfortunate guy
whose head needed to roll for the Tulsa rally debacle, where the
attendance was nowhere near what the president had anticipated.


"Joe Biden ‘That’s A President’ ad portrays strength vs. gaffe" via
YouTube — The former Vice President has another digital ad out
promoting his campaign. The 15-second spot features a gruff-voiced
narrator who sounds oddly like Biden. “This job is about protecting
Americans, not tear-gassing them for a photo op,” the narrator says as
images in the video shift to Trump awkwardly holding a Bible in front of
a Washington D.C. church where he was criticized for the infamous
photo op. The video then shifts to images of Biden looking suave in
sunglasses. “It takes strength, courage, compassion, resilience. That’s
a President.”


To watch the video, click on the image below:


2020
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“‘There’s an imagination barrier’: How Biden is prepping for a
woman VP pick” via Marc Caputo of POLITICO Florida — The Biden
campaign has reached out to two prominent women’s organizations for
research and advice in recent weeks as it narrows its focus on vetting
and selecting a running mate for the presumptive Democratic nominee.
The four co-chairs of Biden’s vice-presidential selection committee have
met with operatives from EMILY’s List and the Barbara Lee Political
Office, an organization that supports electing Democratic women
candidates. The vice-presidential selection committee has also
contacted Democratic consultants who have expertise in running
campaigns with women candidates.


“Ex-George W. Bush officials launch super PAC backing Biden
over Trump” via Alexandra Jaffe of The Associated Press — A group
of former Bush administration and campaign officials have launched a
new super PAC supporting Biden, the latest in a growing number of
Republican groups to come out in support of Biden over Trump. The
group, 43 Alumni for Biden, has recruited at least 200 former White
House officials, campaign aides and Cabinet secretaries who worked
under Bush to join the push against the Republican incumbent. They’re
planning to roll out supportive testimonial videos featuring high-profile
Republicans and launch a voter turnout effort in key states, aimed at
turning out disaffected Republican voters. Many of the members of the
group still consider themselves Republicans but see the need to defeat
Trump as beyond their personal politics.


  


“Here’s what $1,161,200 will buy you at the 2020 RNC” via Jason
Delgado of Florida Politics — According to a flyer from the campaign,
those who annually contributed more than $1.6 million to the reelection
effort will receive a reserved hotel room with priority booking on Amelia
Island, VIP concierge service, an exclusive behind-the-scenes tour, and


Convention countdown
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private lounge access and priority seating at the VyStar Veterans
Memorial Arena. Premier donors will also earn access to the
Chairman’s Lunch, a Presidential Trustee designation on the
Convention Celebration credential and a listing on the Convention
Celebration program. In total, 14 packages are available for donors with
the smallest, least expensive being the President’s Club. The
President’s Club package is available for those who have contributed
between $1,000 to $5,600 annually.


  


“Anna Paulina Luna raises $410K in Q2” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of
Florida Politics — Luna said she raised more than $410,000 in the
second quarter of 2020 for her campaign in Florida’s 13th
Congressional District. That brings Luna’s total raised so far to nearly
$800,000. Luna is running in a crowded Republican primary for the
party’s nomination to take on incumbent Charlie Crist. “I am honored
by the outpouring of support from Pinellas County and across the
country,” Luna said. “Our people-first campaign is fueled by countless


More from the trail
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conservatives across Pinellas and the United States that are tired of do-
nothing, say-anything politicians like Charlie Crist. I am thrilled at our
momentum leading into August and look forward to sending him home
in November.” Luna’s latest haul puts her on track to be a financially
viable contender against her toughest challenger, Amanda Makki.


“Darren Aquino says it’s time to “pick a side” in coming civil war”
via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Aquino starts his newest ad with
images of a Black Lives Matter protest turning violent. By the end of the
ad, he’s holding a gun and explaining it’s time to prepare for war.
“Violent mobs. Antifa. Black Lives Matter,” Aquino says. “We are
heading toward a civil war. Oh yeah.” Clutching a long gun draped in an
American flag and called “Old Glory,” Aquino said the country today
faces violent conflict intended to undermine Trump. It’s the latest
provocative spot from the New York City mayoral candidate-turned-
Southwest Florida political hopeful. A Change.org petition launched last
week calling him a racist fascist and demanded he drop out.


To view the ad, click on the image below:


“Florida retailers name pro-business picks in open House, Senate
races” via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — Florida retailers are
making their choices in open 2020 state races, releasing a list of eight
candidates, including a single Democrat who makes the cut. The
Florida Retail Federation weighed in with endorsements for upcoming
Senate and House races, giving the nod to pro-business candidates
including Republicans Jim Boyd in Senate District 21; Jennifer
Bradley in SD 5; Jason Brodeur in SD 9, Danny Burgess in SD 20;
Ana Maria Rodriguez in SD 39; Ray Rodriguez in SD 27 and Sam
Garrison in House District 18. Rep. Tina Polsky, the only Democrat on
the list, is running for SD 29. “We are proud to support these business-
friendly candidates who are committed to strengthening our economy
by enabling Florida businesses to create jobs,” said FRF President and
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CEO Scott Shalley.


“Michael Waltz, Florida Chamber endorse Ray Rodrigues” via Jacob
Ogles of Florida Politics — Waltz endorsed Rodrigues in a GOP
primary in Senate District 27. The support came the same day
Rodrigues shored up support from the Florida Chamber of Commerce.
The support could be crucial for Rodrigues, generally considered the
front-runner to succeed Sen. Lizbeth Benacquisto in the open seat but
now locked in a primary with Fort Myers Republican Heather
Fitzenhagen. Waltz stressed a significant point of difference between
the candidates, their stance on abortion. “Ray Rodrigues is a
conservative warrior who has worked tirelessly to protect the unborn
because he understands that every life is precious,” said Waltz.


—“Meet Gary Scott, a Republican running for House District 42” via
Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


“Two first responders’ unions say voters should back Michael
Weinstein in HD 81” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Two Palm
Beach County first responders’ unions are backing Weinstein in the
House District 81 Democratic primary. The Palm Beach County Police
Benevolent Association and the Professional Firefighters and
Paramedics of Palm Beach County both announced support for
Weinstein. “Your advocacy for, and understanding of, public safety
issues is commendable,” read the endorsement from the Professional
Firefighters and Paramedics group. Weinstein is competing against
former Rep. Kelly Skidmore for the Democratic nomination in HD 81.


“Nick Duran touts $47K June haul as he defends HD 112 seat” via
Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Duran says he added more than
$47,000 in June as he faces a challenge to his House District 112 seat.
Former Miami-Dade County Commissioner Bruno Barreiro and ex-vice
president of the Golden Pines Neighborhood Association Rosy
Palomino are competing for the Republican nomination in HD 112.
Duran won the seat in 2016 and is seeking his third term. Candidates
face a July 3 deadline to report all fundraising through June 26. Neither
Duran nor the Republican challengers have filed their reports covering
that span. A Duran campaign official, however, said the candidate
raised $37,500 during June through his campaign. Leadership for
Miami-Dade, a political committee Duran chairs, added another
$10,000, according to his team. That gives him more than $160,000 still
on hand between those two accounts.


  


“Beverly McCallum not qualified for state attorney, judge rules” via
Cindy Swirko of the Ocala Star-Banner — McCallum does not qualify
for the job because of a suspension by the Florida Supreme Court last
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year, a judge has ruled. Opponent Brian Kramer filed the suit to have
McCallum disqualified and will become the top prosecutor unless
McCallum wins an appeal. “It’s my opinion that she doesn’t
constitutionally qualify and that’s why we filed the lawsuit, and the judge
agreed,” Kramer said. The circuit is composed of Alachua, Baker,
Bradford, Gilchrist, Levy and Union counties. Second Circuit Judge
Angela C. Dempsey based her ruling on the precedent set in an earlier
case that, when suspended by the state Supreme Court, an attorney is
no longer a member of the Bar.


  


“Americans sacrificed to flatten the curve. Their leaders have let
them down.” via The Washington Post editorial board — When the
coronavirus pandemic began, the goal was to “flatten the curve,” to
avoid overwhelming the hospital system. The chart of daily new cases
in the United States looks like a ski lift, rising ever steeper. We need a
colossal effort, a Manhattan Project, to fight the virus, and we don’t
have it. Experts have identified the best strategy: test, to find out who is


Top opinion
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sick; trace, to find out who may be sick; and isolate those who are
suffering. Personal habits must accompany this: wearing face masks,
hand washing, physical distancing and avoiding crowds in enclosed
spaces.


  


“America has its priorities all wrong” via Jennifer B. Nuzzo and
Joshua M. Sharfstein of The New York Times — Political leaders seem
to have paid scant attention to safely reopening schools. The
consequences of those backward priorities make it even more vital that
we extensively prepare to reopen classrooms as safely as possible this
fall. Research suggests that the sudden switch to online instruction has
cost some students a full year of academic progress. This harm
disproportionately affects children in homes without computers and
stable internet connections, deepening educational inequality and
widening racial and economic divides. The disruption of learning can
have lifetime effects on students’ income and health. The American
Academy of Pediatrics has concluded that the harm to children from not
having in-person education outweighs the risk.


“DeSantis’ silence on masks betrays military lesson: Protect
yourself” via Philip Levine for the Orlando Sentinel — The Governor’s
job is tough and often thankless. The road ahead is blurry; there is no
clear map. This means the right path lies more in leadership and hope
than making all the right turns. No one truly knows what is “right.”
DeSantis served in the U.S. Navy Reserve, then as the legal adviser to
the SEAL Commander Special Operations Task Force in Iraq. Yet it’s
time he remembered a rule he once lived by, which could ensure more
Floridians survive in the months ahead. As a legal adviser for the
SEALs, I am confident DeSantis would always personally wear a
combat helmet outside a secured U.S. base there, as would the troops
that served beside him.


“Matt Gaetz, Francis Rooney: despite our efforts offshore drilling
is still a threat” via Florida Politics — In 2010, the Deepwater Horizon
oil spill brought disaster to Florida. Our entire state’s economy suffered
even though not every community was directly impacted by the spill.
Reports have recently circulated that the Department of Interior wants
to resume offshore drilling in Florida’s waters after the 2020 election.
These reports are deeply concerning to us, to the military conducting
crucial operations off Florida’s coast, and to millions of Floridians whose
well-being depends on the tourism economy that is existentially
threatened by offshore drilling. Our Congressional colleagues in the
Florida delegation stand together in recognizing the dangers drilling
poses to our state. Leave our home alone.


“Kathleen Peters picked the wrong issue and time to make a stand”


Opinions
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via Joe Henderson of Florida Politics — If Peters has harbored any
idea that the Black Lives Matter movement will go away soon, she
probably knows by now it won’t happen. She found out the hard way,
too. It began during the Commission’s virtual meeting. Peters told
Commissioner Ken Welch he should use a different background for his
Zoom image. Welch, the only Black on the Commission, appears before
a photo of the Black Lives Matter street mural in front of the Carter G.
Woodson African American History Museum in South St. Pete. Peters
said she received emails from people upset with the background Welch
uses. What they’re really saying is they want the issue to go away
because it makes them uncomfortable.


  


Florida’s Department of Health reports more than 6,500 new cases of
coronavirus and 45 more fatalities.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


Today's Sunrise
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— If you’re planning an outdoor party (or headed to the beach) for the
Fourth of July, you have the Gov. DeSantis’ blessing. He says it's safer
there than it is inside.


— As the Governor continues to downplay the spike in COVID-19
cases, there’s no going back on reopening, he says. Meanwhile,
Democrats in the state Senate accuse him of failing Florida during the
pandemic.


— Trump’s new trade deal with Canada and Mexico is now in effect and
the state Agriculture Commissioner says it could cost Florida growers
$400 million and eliminate 8,000 jobs in the Sunshine State.


— The Governor signed Senate Bill 404, which requires girls under age
18 to get notarized permission from at least one parent before they can
have an abortion. Backers of the new law say it's all about protecting
girls and preserving rights of parents, but the head of Planned
Parenthood in Florida says it's just politicians playing their games.


— The latest with Florida Man, who is threatening to deputize every
law-abiding gun owner in Clay County to deal with any civil rights
protesters. Bonus points because the sheriff who doesn’t like the Black
Lives Matter demonstrations is himself Black.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“‘Jaws’ is still devouring us. SOS!” via Manohla Dargis of The New
York Times — The wave-making Leviathan of summer blockbusters,
“Jaws” changed the way Hollywood did business and how people went
to movies. That the Mayor in “Jaws” has become a pandemic meme is
a testament to the film’s unnerving topicality and our habit of viewing
the world through a screen. Critics read “Jaws” different ways: as a take
on “Moby-Dick” or the Vietnam War, or as a tale about the return of the


Aloe
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repressed. Of course, it is also about a shark that kills people and is
killed in turn, which makes it another story about humankind’s
domination of nature.


Jaws memes during the current pandemic show the movie’s staying power.


“Baseball stadiums are closed to fans — But this guy’s balcony is
open for business” via Jared Diamond of The Wall Street Journal —
Chip Messenger is about to become the most popular baseball fan in
Southern California. He leases a condominium in the Legend, a luxury
building in downtown San Diego, where his private balcony on the 15th
floor provides a clear view into Petco Park, the home of the Padres.
Under normal circumstances, a residential amenity that amounts to
free, long-distance season tickets counts as a fun perk to brag about to
friends and colleagues. But during the coronavirus pandemic, it is one
of the most valuable pieces of real estate in the country to anybody who
cares about the sport. Messenger says he will open his balcony to other
Padres die-hards desperate for a fix throughout the season — with
appropriate health-related precautions, of course.


“Miami Dolphins, NFL teams down to two preseason games” via
The Palm Beach Post — The NFL is set to announce that the first and
fourth week of the preseason schedule has been scrapped. There had
been reports for weeks that the league was considering shortening its
preseason from four to two games. One of the reasons for the change
is to give teams more time to work on their own after losing on-field time
this offseason due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Another is to cut down
on travel. The Dolphins were set to open the 2020 preseason at Atlanta
on August 14 and then close the preseason at New Orleans on
September 3. That now leaves them with two home preseason games
— vs. the Eagles on August 20 and vs. the Lions on August 27.


“‘Hamilton’ review: The revolution, now televised” via John
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Anderson of The Wall Street Journal — The room where it happens is
now in your house, as long as you’re a subscriber to Disney+, where a
filmed version of the Tony- and Pulitzer-winning “Hamilton” drops on
Friday. When it opened at the Public Theater in New York in 2015, Wall
Street Journal critic Terry Teachout called the smash-hit-to-be “the
most exciting and significant musical of the past decade.” How does it
play? With the same verbal and musical fireworks as the stage version,
and with the same emotional kick, which is rooted in the casting. The
thrust of “Hamilton,” inspired by the is how the “bastard, orphan, son of
a whore” became great. “Hamilton” the show does justice to the energy
of Hamilton the man through Lin-Manuel Miranda’s sometimes furious
volley of words and rhymes and some very memorable musical
numbers, which unlike songs without hooks are often hooks without
songs.


The room where it happens is now in your house.


  


Happy birthday to Ashley Carr, James McFaddin of The Southern
Group and Sandi Poreda of Bulldog Strategy Group.


Happy birthday
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Subject: COVID-19 Daily Media Clips for 6.11.20 (Morning)
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2020 9:06:49 AM


COVID-19 Morning Media
Clips


 
 
 


Television
 


0:52
PlayDirect Link
WESH 2 News at 6:00PM
Time Jun 10, 2020 6:08 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 6:08 PM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WESH (NBC)
Market DMA: 18 Orlando, FL
Language English
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1:42
PlayDirect Link
News 6 at 7:00p
Time Jun 10, 2020 7:08 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 7:08 PM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WKMG (CBS)
Market DMA: 18 Orlando, FL
Language English
 
 
 
 


1:58
PlayDirect Link
WESH 2 News on CW 18
Time Jun 10, 2020 10:37 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 10:37 PM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WKCF (CW)
Market DMA: 18 Orlando, FL
Language English
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PlayDirect Link
WESH 2 News Sunrise
Time Jun 11, 2020 6:01 AM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 6:01 AM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WESH (NBC)
Market DMA: 18 Orlando, FL
Language English
 
 
 


2:02
PlayDirect Link
10 Tampa Bay Brightside
Time Jun 11, 2020 5:35 AM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 5:35 AM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WTSP (CBS)
Market DMA: 12 Tampa, FL
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Language English
 
 
 


Print
 
Vacation rentals approved in St. Johns County
Date Collected Jun 10, 2020 6:19 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Author Drew Dixon
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
Tourist-dependent St. Johns County got the green light from Florida regulators for its updated plan
to reopen short-term vacation rental properties again after prohibitions instituted during the
coronavirus outbreak.
 
The Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation signed off on the St. Johns County
plan submitted this week. The plan went into effect on Wednesday and is in line with executive
orders instituted by Gov. Ron DeSantis and allows visitors to begin renting vacation properties such
as those offered by Airbnb.
 
Florida short term vacation rentals were banned as the COVID-19 pandemic spread in late March.
Then many counties started to reopen the rentals again in late May, including St. Johns County, after
DeSantis said counties could apply to reopen.
 
Vacation rentals are popular in the county in popular tourist spots like St. Augustine and Ponte Vedra
Beach. St. Augustine also has a large roster of bed-and-breakfast rentals.
 
The initial St. Johns County plan includes multiple precautions and will undergo a weekly review,
according to St. Johns County officials.
 
 
One of the initial stipulations in the St. Johns County guidelines addresses tourists coming from areas
known to have “substantial community spread.” The guidelines note visitors currently coming from
Vermont, Connecticut, Louisiana, New Jersey and New York must adhere to quarantine restrictions
while renting a vacation property in St. Johns County.
 
Other stipulations for property owners include:
 
— Maintain adequate time between the conclusion of a guest stay and the check-in of the next
guest for appropriate cleaning and sanitation.
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— Clean and disinfect all frequently-touched surfaces in the property between each guest stay.
 
— Wash all linens, dishware, and other service items available for use by guests between each
rental.
 
 
— Provide sufficient soap and surface sanitation supplies for guests to utilize during their stay.
 
— Ensure adequate safety protocols are in place and publicly displayed, in line with CDC (Centers for
Disease Control) guidance, regarding shared or multi-residence amenities such as pools, gyms, and
other communal spaces.
 
— Remote check-in and check-out must also be made available.
 
Complaints will be referred to the Department of Business and Professional Regulation.
 
 
 
13 residents test positive for coronavirus at Bon Secours nursing home
Date Collected Jun 10, 2020 7:07 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Tampa Bay Times
Author Kavitha SuranaBreaking News Reporter — Courts
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
Thirteen residents have tested positive for COVID-19 at Bon Secours Maria Manor Nursing Care
Center and were transported to local hospitals on Wednesday, according to Pinellas County officials.
 
The facility, located at 10300 Fourth St. N, had been testing every resident and staff member “out of
an abundance of caution,” a spokesperson said in a statement sent to the Tampa Bay Times.
 
The facility said it learned of the positive tests on Wednesday. The medical conditions of those 13
residents was not disclosed.
 
The nursing home, which had 243 residents, said it is isolating all remaining residents in their rooms
and working with health officials to investigate the source of the infection.
 
For family members with loved ones inside Maria Manor, it was news they had been dreading.
 
“I was hoping that, by some chance, it would stay out of there,” said Molly Moorhead, whose 84-
year-old father has been living at the nursing center since 2016. “But I know that, even with all the
precautions they take, it’s a virus that spreads.”
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The coronavirus has hit seniors especially hard. A recent Times analysis found that 83 percent of
Floridians who died from the virus were 65 and older, and 43 percent of deaths were tied to long-
term care facilities. In Pinellas County, major outbreaks have spread at Freedom Square of Seminole,
Gulf Shore Care Center in Pinellas Park and St. Mark Village in Palm Harbor.
 
Moorhead, a former Times staffer, said the facility has been in constant contact with families about
COVID-19 testing and announced that two staffers tested positive a few weeks ago.
 
With the news of the recent outbreak, Moorhead said the facility told families that the new cases
were all asymptomatic and the facility plants to test all residents and staffers a second time. Staffers
will also begin to wear extra personal protective equipment, including face shields.
 
Bon Secours Maria Manor did not confirm this, but said they are following all Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention guidelines.
 
Recent unannounced complaint investigations conducted at the nursing center in October 2019 and
January by the Florida Department of Health turned up no violations, according to inspection
reports.
 
Moorhead said she believes the facility is doing everything they can to contain the outbreak. But it’s
hard not being able to visit and check up on her father Jim Moorhead, who was a columnist and
entertainment critic at the Evening Independent. He has dementia and needs constant care, so she
can’t contemplate bringing him home.
 
“The strangest thing is, he is just up the road and it feels like he’s so far away,” she said.
 
 
 
Safety, public health a concern for Jacksonville if city hosts RNC
Date Collected Jun 10, 2020 7:39 PM EDT
Category Local
Source First Coast News
Market Jacksonville, FL
Language English
 
Whether or not you are for or against the Republican National Convention coming to Jacksonville,
there is much buzz happening around town. So much so that both crime and safety experts, as well
as local doctors, are weighing in, expressing their thoughts to First Coast News.
 
The last time Florida hosted the RNC was in Tampa in 2012. An extra 2,000 police officers were
brought in to help manage the event.
 
First Coast News’ crime and safety expert Mark Baughman says while August may be short notice,
it’s not impossible that Jacksonville couldn't handle it.
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The Jacksonville Sheriff's Office devotes many resources to annual events like Florida-Georgia.
Recently, many assets were used to handle crowds in the recent protests.
 
Baughman says there is a lot of time and research spent preparing to host an event like the RNC.
 
Key questions include: Who is coming into the city? Would there be protests? How secure are event
venues?
 
Traffic flow into downtown and the capacity of event venues are some of many factors to consider
when hosting an event like this.
 
Baughman says there will be input and assistance from the FBI among other police agencies, and it’s
all hands on deck.
 
“The sheriff’s office I’m sure would cancel leave of people in and around that time, and even building
up to it because of the training piece they have to do, the pre-planning they have to do. It’s going to
be a challenge but I’m not saying they couldn’t do it,” Baughman said.
 
Health experts warn that measures to prevent COVID-19 should be in place if there are in-person
gatherings for the convention.
 
Dr. Sunil Joshi, president of the Duval County Medical Society Foundation says he is concerned if the
RNC came to Jacksonville. Despite Florida reopening in phases, Joshi says this is ahead of existing
measures in place.
 
“The PGA Tour isn’t having fans on the golf course and those are outdoor events. There are reasons
for that. There is concern if we have an event like this in an enclosed arena with tens of thousands of
people coming from around the world,” Joshi said.
 
First Coast News’ crime and safety expert Mark Baughman says while August may be short notice,
it’s not impossible that Jacksonville couldn't handle it.
 
The Jacksonville Sheriff's Office devotes many resources to annual events like Florida-Georgia.
Recently, many assets were used to handle crowds in the recent protests.
 
Baughman says there is a lot of time and research spent preparing to host an event like the RNC.
 
Key questions include: Who is coming into the city? Would there be protests? How secure are event
venues?
 
Traffic flow into downtown and the capacity of event venues are some of many factors to consider
when hosting an event like this.
 
Baughman says there will be input and assistance from the FBI among other police agencies, and it’s
all hands on deck.







 
“The sheriff’s office I’m sure would cancel leave of people in and around that time, and even building
up to it because of the training piece they have to do, the pre-planning they have to do. It’s going to
be a challenge but I’m not saying they couldn’t do it,” Baughman said.
 
Health experts warn that measures to prevent COVID-19 should be in place if there are in-person
gatherings for the convention.
 
Dr. Sunil Joshi, president of the Duval County Medical Society Foundation says he is concerned if the
RNC came to Jacksonville. Despite Florida reopening in phases, Joshi says this is ahead of existing
measures in place.
 
“The PGA Tour isn’t having fans on the golf course and those are outdoor events. There are reasons
for that. There is concern if we have an event like this in an enclosed arena with tens of thousands of
people coming from around the world,” Joshi said.
 
 
 
Tampa Bay leaders worry people are letting up on COVID-19 precautions
Date Collected Jun 10, 2020 7:34 PM EDT
Category Local
Source ABC Action News
Author Sarah Hollenbeck
Market Tampa, FL
Language English
 
Leaders on both sides of Tampa Bay are making an urgent plea about the importance of continuing
to wear masks and keeping apart. As businesses open back up, Pinellas and Hillsborough County
leaders worry about people letting up on social distancing, allowing COVID-19 cases to continue
spiking.
 
Numbers out from the Florida Department of Health Wednesday show for the eighth day in a row,
new COVID-19 cases are above 1,000+ a day. On Tuesday, 8% of tests for COVID-19 statewide came
back positive.
 
Andre Carter, a Tampa resident, says he has noticed something in his recent trips to the park,
grocery store and restaurants.
 
“People are getting close to each other acting like it never happened. This is not a green light. You
still have to be safe," Carter said.
 
Mayor Rick Kriseman agrees. In a Facebook address this week, he urged people to be cautious.
 
“We can’t afford to go backward. We can’t afford the economic hit. We can’t afford the impact
emotionally. We need to tighten up,” he elaborated.
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“This virus is still out there, it’s still deadly and we’re still seeing new cases,” said Dr. Bob Wallace, a
physician in St. Petersburg.
 
Wallace says he’s seeing a lot more patients who have what he calls quarantine fatigue.
 
“People aren’t wanting to stay in. People I’m seeing don’t know anyone who has had the disease.
That makes a difference in their behavior,” he explained.
 
Local leaders are urging all of us to not let our guards down. St. Pete even started giving out free
face coverings, yet within hours, all 2,500 were claimed.
 
City leaders say they’re in the process of ordering 7,500 more masks.
 
“It’s not a souvenir. It’s meant for you to wear it and it can save someone’s life,” Kriseman plead.
 
 
 
Here’s what to expect when Florida enters phase 3 of reopening
Date Collected Jun 11, 2020 6:12 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Click Orlando
Market Orlando, FL
Language English
 
Phase three of reopening the state after expansive and ongoing coronavirus closures will be what
many are calling “the new normal” and will involve the loosening of even more restrictions.
 
Right now with phase two underway, we don’t know when the third and final phase will begin, but
we do have some details on what it will look like as outlined in Gov. Ron DeSantis’ reopening plan.
 
“Phase 3 will begin after the successful conclusion of Phase 2, which includes a downward trajectory
of the syndromic and epidemiology criteria while maintaining adequate health care capacity. This
will occur when there is no evidence of a rebound or resurgence of COVID-19 cases and satisfies the
benchmarks outlined in this Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. plan,” the document reads.
 
For reference, it took Florida about a month to move from phase one to phase two.
 
While the plan is readily available online, it’s important to note that alterations could be made. For
example, gyms were originally prohibited from opening until phase two, but DeSantis ultimately
made the decision to allow fitness fanatics back in while the state was still in phase one.
 
Below are the highlights from the governor’s plan. You can also find the Re-Open Florida Task Force
report from April that includes all three phases here.
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Vulnerable populations
 
Those 65 and older or those with underlying medical conditions who are most at risk of developing
serious complications from COVID-19 can resume public interactions as long as they continue
practice social distancing. They should inform their employer so that accommodations can be made.
 
Social gatherings
 
While no limit is placed on the number of people together at one time, residents should still consider
avoiding crowded spaces. Under phase two, gatherings of more than 50 people are prohibited. That
number was 10 in phase one.
 
Travel
 
If you’re itching for a vacation, phase three is the time to do it since non-essential travel will be
allowed to resume. This also includes work-related travel.
 
Telework
 
Employers should develop a phased approach to bringing workers back in the office. From there,
unrestricted staffing of workplaces can happen once more. Still, employers should take measures to
prevent sick people from entering the building. Vulnerable individuals should consider continuing to
telework.
 
Bars and nightclubs
 
Full capacity can resume at these establishments once again but sanitation and other measures
should be taken to stop the spread of germs. Nightclubs have been closed since mid-March and bars
only recently got the green light to reopen with 50% capacity.
 
 
Restaurants
 
Full capacity and service can happen with limited social distancing protocols in place. Extra sanitation
measures include either providing disposable paper menus or disinfecting laminated menus after
each use.
 
Gyms and fitness centers
 
Gyms are already operating at full capacity with the governor’s approval, the only difference during
phase three is that they’ll be able to do away with the current social distancing protocols.
 
Recreation
 







State parks, beaches, movie theaters, concert halls, playhouses, casinos, arcades and the like can
fully reopen with limited social distancing measures.
 
Large sporting events and theme parks
 
All of Central Florida’s theme parks will be open by mid-July with reduced capacity but come phase
three, they can resume normal operations. Reducing capacity and limited social distancing is,
however, recommended for large sporting events.
 
Vacation rentals
 
The governor has allowed vacation rentals to resume on a county-by-county basis as long as the plan
has been approved by his office. Many of those plans include allowing extra time between guests
and mandating that visitors from certain hot spots book a minimum two-week stay. When phase
three rolls around, pre-pandemic procedures can take place but the heightened cleaning and
disinfecting is still recommended.
 
 
Personal services businesses
 
Hair salons, spas, tattoo parlors and similar establishments will be allowed to operate at full capacity
although mitigation measures should still be taken. Those include cleaning work stations between
clients and removing frequently touched items such as magazines.
 
Retail businesses
 
Shops are operating at full capacity now so there won’t be any changes there. They are being asked
to continue sanitation protocols.
 
 
 
Millennials now largest group of COVID-19 cases in Pinellas
Date Collected Jun 11, 2020 5:43 AM EDT
Category Local
Source ABC Action News
Author Lauren Rozyla
Market Tampa, FL
Language English
 
Millennials now make up the largest group of positive cases of COVID-19 in Pinellas County,
according to data from the Pinellas County COVID-19 Dashboard.
 
As of June 10, there are 306 confirmed cases of COVID-19 from people in the 25-34 age group.
 
Overall, women in Pinellas County are outpacing men for positive cases as of June 10, with a
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recorded 978 confirmed cases of COVID-19 versus men with 716, according to the dashboard.
 
Additionally, 71 children under the age of 15 have tested positive for COVID-19 in Pinellas County as
of June 10.
 
Pinellas County leaders are set to get an update on Thursday about the COVID-19 situation across
the Tampa Bay area.
 
As of June 10, at 11:30 pm, there were just under 1,700 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Pinellas
County. That is out of 57,677 people tested for the new coronavirus.
 
As businesses open back up, Pinellas and Hillsborough County leaders said they are worried about
people letting up on social distancing, allowing COVID-19 cases to continue spiking.
 
Numbers out from the Florida Department of Health Wednesday show for the eighth day in a row,
new COVID-19 cases are above 1,000+ a day. On Tuesday, 8% of tests for COVID-19 statewide came
back positive.
 
 
 
Central Florida numbers risingLocal officials say bump should not overwhelm areaCoronavirus
Pandemic
Date Collected Jun 11, 2020 8:15 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Orlando Sentinel
Author Naseem S. Miller;and Ryan Gillespie
Market Orlando, FL
Language English
 
Coronavirus cases in Central Florida have been increasing since the statewide stay-at-home order
was lifted in early May, but local officials say it's too soon to press the panic button.
 
Although hospitalizations, which are among the key indicators of COVID-19 trouble in a community,
have also risen since hitting a low in mid-May, they continue to be below their peak in early April,
according to local health systems.
 
"We're pretty reassured that this sort of bump, which we had anticipated, isn't anything that's going
to overwhelm us," said Dr. George Ralls, chief quality officer for Orlando Health. "The most
important thing people can do is remain vigilant in the way that they're socializing."
 
Orange County has experienced a 64% increase in the number of COVID-19 cases between May 5
and June 9. Osceola County had a 46% increase, Lake County's increase was at 43% and Seminole
County had a 34% increase, according to an analysis for the Orlando Sentinel.
 
Officials attribute some of the increase to more testing, Memorial Day weekend outings and people
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starting to get out more. It's likely too soon to know if the thousands of people at the George Floyd
protests in downtown Orlando contributed to the rise, because there is a two- to three-week delay
between infection and symptoms.
 
Caitie Phillips, 29, has slowly become more comfortable venturing outdoors. She's gone to Santiago's
Bodega twice and has marched downtown in two of the largest protests in the region that took place
last Tuesday and Saturday.
 
"I will say, and a lot of my friends share this same sentiment, it's really confusing that things opened
up and the virus didn't go anywhere," said Phillips, a Mills-50 resident who manages a marketing
team.
 
She's planning to get tested for the virus this week, just to be safe.
 
"It's easy to forget that nothing has really changed, and there's not a cure yet," she said.
 
On Wednesday, Florida added another 1,371 coronavirus cases, and the death toll reached 2,801.
The state has now logged 67,371 infections.
 
The update from the Florida Department of Health marks the seventh time in the past eight days
that the state saw more than 1,000 daily cases, but statewide testing continues to expand as well.
 
Public health officials give less weight to the daily spikes in the number of cases, but they take note
when a clear trend emerges over time.
 
That might be happening in Orange County, where the raw number of cases have been on the rise
for the past week.
 
"We have to observe to see if this is a pattern, but we are clearly climbing in numbers," said Dr. Raul
Pino, health officer at the Department of Health in Orange County during a press briefing this week.
 
The numbers in Lake, Osceola and Seminole counties have had more fluctuations compared with
Orange County, according to the Florida Department of Health COVID-19 dashboard.
 
Florida is one of about 19 states where the rate of infections per 100,000 people is on the rise. Cases
in Arizona have increased to the point that the hospital intensive care units are once again filling up,
prompting the state to ask hospitals to activate their emergency plans.
 
"One of my biggest fears is that we won't actually respond to the spike until the hospitals do start
filling up and there will already be a big backlog of cases," said Dr. Stephen Kissler, postdoctoral
fellow in immunology and infectious diseases at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. "And
that's when things become really difficult to handle."
 
When it comes to testing, Florida is faring well. The state is testing about 62,000 people per 1 million
populations, although it still falls behind nearly half of the states who are performing more tests.







Rhode Island, New York and New Mexico are currently testing more than 100,000 people per 1
million population, according to analysis by Covidly.com.
 
Because of expanded testing across the state, the percentage of people who have tested positive for
COVID-19 has declined since May 5, when Florida entered its first phase of reopening.
 
On May 5, Orange County's positivity rate was 5%. By June 9 that rate dropped to 3%. Seminole
County's rate dropped from 5% to 2% during that period, while Osceola's dropped from 8% to 5%
and Lake County from 3% to 2%, according to Florida Department of Health's daily reports.
 
The Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation modeling, which accounts for increased testing,
projects that with expanded testing, the estimated number of infections in Florida will continue to
decline through August.
 
Meanwhile, the individual hospital data for each county is not publicly available. Florida is one of
seven states that don't report the daily number of people hospitalized for COVID-19 and provide
only the total number of hospitalizations since the start of the pandemic.
 
AdventHealth and Orlando Health, the two major hospital systems in Orlando, said that they have
had slightly more COVID-19 patients in recent days compared with prior weeks, but the numbers
aren't alarming so far.
 
On June 8, Orlando Health had 28 COVID-19 patients, compared with a high of 54 on April 8 and an
average of 20 patients during last week, said Ralls. The health system's lowest caseload was on May
22 with five patients.
 
He added that in case of a peak, the health system is better prepared compared to its first bout with
the onslaught of COVID-19 patients.
 
AdventHealth would not share its COVID-19 patient census, only saying in a statement that it has
seen "a slight uptick, but remains close to our low point following the peak in local cases."
 
The number of emergency room visits for cough, fever or shortness of breath - the hallmark signs of
COVID-19 - have also remained low compared with their peak in mid-March, according to the Florida
Department of Health data for Orange County.
 
Local officials say part of the reason behind lower hospitalization numbers here could be because
people who are testing positive with the virus are getting younger.
 
In all, half of the new cases of the novel coronavirus over the past two weeks in Orange County are
people between the ages of 20 and 40, Pino said. The median age is 35, also lower than the
pandemic's peak here in April.
 
"Although we don't want anyone to be affected, it means that a population that is able to handle the
infection better is the one acquiring the infection at this point," Pino said







 
Dan Suárez, 31, fits in that demographic.
 
Suárez, of Winter Springs, has been out twice with his wife to CityWalk in recent weeks, marking
their first outings aside from essential errands since the pandemic struck in March.
 
The couple took hand sanitizer and wore masks unless they were eating or drinking.
 
"They were doing temperature checks, so that kind of eased our fears a little more," he said, noting
they were seated at a table indoors, but far from other customers. "We were worried about
everybody else, too."
 
The Institute for Health Metrics' data show that the Floridians' mobility dropped by nearly 60% at
the beginning of stay-at-home orders in early April. But more people have started to leave their
homes since then, even though the state's overall mobility statistics are still about 34% below where
they were before the pandemic.
 
"Florida has been doing a wonderful job in terms of containing the virus," said Dr. Ali Mokdad,
professor and chief strategy officer of population health at IHME. "But the key factor is will [people]
feel a sense of security now that they're not seeing the mortality and they'll begin relaxing. That's my
concern."
 
Without a vaccine or effective treatment for the virus, experts worry about the spread of the virus,
which can cause severe illness and death among people with underlying chronic conditions and
older adults.
 
In Florida, nearly 80% of all COVID-19 deaths have been among adults 65 years and older.
 
"Even from the beginning of this outbreak, I think many of my colleagues and I sort of anticipated to
this phase of epidemiological whack-a-mole, where we're going to see cases starting to rise, and
we're going to have to shut things down again and then cases will fall and you can slowly open things
back up again," Kissler said. "So, I think that this very well may be the first of many phases of this,
where we sort of begin to reopen, and then we have to pull back a little."
 
 
 
 
 








From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Takeaways  from Tallahassee — Writing plans  in pencil 
Date: Saturday, July 18, 2020 6:00:31 AM


  


Leaders in politics and education who participated in a virtual Town Hall
meeting Thursday morning were happy to share their plans for
reopening Florida schools from preschool through college — but with a
big caveat:


“I think all of us who are doing planning right now are writing our plans
with a pencil because things continue to change,” said Jim Murdaugh,
president of Tallahassee Community College only half-jokingly.


Writing plans in pencil
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Pencil in your plans, warns TCC Pres. Jim Murdaugh half-jokingly.


Others participating in the discussion included Tallahassee Mayor John
Dailey, Florida Department of Education Deputy Chief of Staff Bethany
Swonson, incoming Florida Senate Chief of Staff Kathy Mears — who
came to her new position after serving as the lead lobbyist for Florida
State University — and FSU Athletic Director David Coburn, who also
is a professor at the university.


Swonson said the DOE has overarching mandates schools must meet
such as days in the classroom, data collection, and the health and
safety of children and school staff.


But local districts will have wiggle room.


“We are such a diverse state … We have so many rural and so many
urban and in between districts that look differently. We recognize it's not
a one-size-fits-all, she said.


While Swonson takes a macro look at schooling in her job, Mayor
Dailey is living the micro problems that have appeared in his own living
room. “The hardest part of distance learning for me is fifth grade
geography and third grade math,” he quipped, referring to his two sons’
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homework.


With four people using devices at his home, Dailey had to increase the
speed of his internet connection — but he is acutely aware of families
facing far greater challenges.


“When you hear of K through 12 schools where the students have to go
to the library and sit in the car … to be able to get online, that's an issue
of connectivity in the community,” he said. “The best thing that we could
do as the city is to work with private industry partners but also work with
the school district, do the best job we can to make sure that everyone
has access to connectivity.”


Before commenting on how education might change in the upcoming
years, Mears described the problems facing the Legislature during the
pandemic, including how the body will be able to meet in a way that is
safe and open to the public. “We did not come on to prepare for a
pandemic, and it's not because we didn't care. We just didn't know,” she
said.


Education-wise, virtual learning may be a boon to Florida’s education
system, because the funding stream used for brick-and-mortar buildings
— taxes on landline phones — has largely dried up.


“I think you'll see budgets and all of the official state action coming in
the next session will sort of track the reality of what we're dealing with
today, so I can't predict it.” she said. “But I can predict that there will be
changes. We can't just do things the same way.”


The student moderator of the town hall, Jared Young, did sneak in a
question on everybody’s mind to Coburn — what are plans for the
upcoming FSU football season? “I’m not in a position to say at this point
about where we are headed as a conference,” Coburn demurred. “I
think now the Big 12, the SEC and the ACC will wait until later in the
month to make those decisions and (FSU will) try to coordinate a little
with them.”


Coburn said the quick switch to online learning wasn’t as jarring for
student-athletes, because many of them were already taking classes
virtually and had the technology needed in hand. Putting on his
instructor hat, he said during his spring classes his “biggest problem
was academic integrity” — aka cheating. He also spoke of losing “the
kind of sidebar communications with students before, during and after
(class) that are so important.” Also, when meeting with classes online,
students would find it difficult to speak and ask questions without talking
over each other.


The Zoom meeting was sponsored by Florida State University’s
Masters in Applied American Politics and Policy (MAAPP) program,







which is designed to provide practical knowledge to those seeking
careers as political operatives such as campaigns, fundraising,
communications, lobbying and legislative affairs.


TCC President Murdaugh told the students listening in on the forum that
the pandemic has provided them with the perfect learning opportunity.


“You are living through a time like no other. And each of you has the
opportunity to observe, learning from what we all do right and what we
could have done better,” he said. “And I'm really excited that this
program exists and that each of you on this call … will emerge as the
leaders that we need to carry us forward.”


___


Coming up, the usual assortment of tidbits, leftovers and not-ready-for-
prime-time moments by Peter Schorsch, Drew Wilson, Renzo
Downey, Jason Delgado and the staff of Florida Politics.


  


The “Takeaway 5” — the Top 5 stories from the week that was:


Helen Aguirre Ferré out — Gov. Ron DeSantis’ communications
director since his inauguration will leave her position to take over as
executive director of the Republican Party of Florida. Party officials
announced the move in a conference call to members. Ferré’s
departure comes amid criticism over the Governor’s messaging around
coronavirus response, which included assertions media wanted the
pandemic to spread while the administration pushed for a phased
business reopening. Sources indicate to Florida Politics that Fred
Piccolo, now the spokesman for Speaker of the House José Oliva, will
take over Ferré’s position in the administration.


Education Board pushes back on reopening — At a board meeting
in Tallahassee, member Michael Olenick characterized direction from
Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran to schools to reopen five
days a week in the fall “effectively an administrative order without input
from the Board of Education.” Gov. DeSantis at the same meeting
stressed school districts can offer parents flexibility and a range of
choices, both virtual and in-classroom, when it comes to education in
the fall. Still, multiple school districts including Miami-Dade, Florida’s
largest, say they will not reopen in the fall because of local COVID-19
infection rates.


Hospitals report remdesivir shortage — As several hospitals around
the state report a shortage in the supply of remdesivir, one of the most
successful treatments for patients hospitalized with COVID-19, officials
offered a range of response. Sen. Marco Rubio pushed for the federal


Take 5







government to increase shipments, warning the lack of the drug could
reduce hospital discharge rates and leave ICU beds filled. Gov.
DeSantis suggested hospitals need to look at dosages being provided
to patients and better ration supplies, while stressing the state still
wanted to expedite shipments. The Food and Drug Administration says
the intravenously administered pharmaceutical shortens recovery time
by reducing coronavirus presence in the body.


Lobbyist tests positive after fundraiser — House Speaker-designate
Chris Sprowls confirmed a lobbyist who attended a Republican
fundraiser at the Ponte Vedra Inn and Club tested positive for COVID-
19. Lawmakers in attendance included Sprowls, future House Speaker
Paul Renner, Reps. Cord Byrd, Wyman Duggan, Elizabeth
Fetterhoff, Jason Fischer, Tom Leek and Clay Yarborough as well
as House District 18 candidate Sam Garrison and a handful of
lobbyists. The fundraiser was held July 9 but the lobbyists did not show
symptoms until July 12 and tested positive the following day. A number
at the fundraiser later attended an event with Vice President Mike
Pence in Jacksonville.


Medicaid enrollment continues to climb — Medicaid enrollment in
June grew by nearly 2% over the prior month, with the program
providing health coverage to more than 4.1 million poor, elderly and
disabled people. June’s 1.99% growth came after increases in previous
months as Floridians lost jobs because of the pandemic. More than 3.2
million Medicaid beneficiaries receive coverage through managed-care
plans. Another 914,000 people are in what’s considered a “fee for
service” part of the program. The spike in Medicaid enrollment caused
by the pandemic is larger than what state Medicaid officials initially
anticipated.


  


Positive cases


— 323,002 FL residents (+82,292 since July 10)


— 4,239 Non-FL residents (+798 since July 10)


Origin:


— 3,060 Travel related


— 86,177 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,970 Both


— 230,795 Under investigation


Coronavirus numbers







Hospitalizations


— 20,191 in FL


Deaths


— 4,912 in FL


  


Positive cases


— 323,002 FL residents (+82,292 since July 10)


— 4,239 Non-FL residents (+798 since July 10)


Origin:


— 3,060 Travel related


Unemployment numbers
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— 86,177 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,970 Both


— 230,795 Under investigation


Hospitalizations


— 20,191 in FL


Deaths


— 4,912 in FL


  


Millions of dollars are still available for thousands of victims of tech
support scams, who are running out of time to file for reimbursements
from the state.


Attorney General Ashley Moody and her office shut down 16
companies through a recent tech support scam investigation. More than
100,000 people nationwide were victims of the scams.


AG Ashley Moody is working hard to get money back to victims of tech scams.


“Our Consumer Protection Division has worked hard to secure
restitution for victims of tech support scams and they continue to
diligently reach out to eligible consumers,” Moody said, encouraging


Not a scam
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people to spread the word.


But despite notices from her office to victims both last year and last
month, the state has only distributed $197,000 of the $7.2 million
available for eligible consumers until Aug. 30.


Since 2014, the Florida Attorney General’s Office has successfully shut
down 13 tech support scams, critical because of the state's elderly
population. Moody filed the most recent case against American PC
Corporation.


Tech support scams typically involve fake pop-up messages or
impostor phone calls claiming that a consumer’s computer is infected
with malware that poses an imminent risk to the device. Fraudsters,
who target seniors, will request virtual access to a victim’s computer to
supposedly fix the nonexistent problem.


  


Moody and the Federal Trade Commission announced that more than
27,000 refund checks will be sent to the victims of a debt relief scam.


The $16 million in restitution comes to consumers after Moody and the
FTC brought a lawsuit against Helping America Group.


Ashley Moody says 27,000 refund checks are in the mail, restitutions for a debt
relief scam.


The group is accused of “convincing victims to pay hundreds or
thousands of dollars a month by falsely promising to pay, settle or
obtain dismissal of debts and improve payers' credit scores,” Moody’s
office said in an announcement.


Instead, the scam led some consumers to be sued by creditors while


Checks are in the mail
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others were forced into bankruptcy.


“It infuriates me that anyone would take advantage of people trying to
pay off their debts and improve their financial situations,” Moody said.
“Thankfully, our office, working together with the FTC, has now
recovered millions to be returned to the victims of this appalling scam.”


According to the Attorney General’s Office, more money is expected to
be collected from the lawsuit and a second round of checks is being
planned.


Recipients can expect the checks within 90 days.


Moody encourages Floridians to report suspected scams or deceptive
behavior online or by phone at 1(866) 9NO-SCAM.


  


Chief Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis sent a letter to billionaire
entrepreneur Elon Musk this week asking him to consider moving to
the Sunshine State.


Musk, the founder of Tesla and SpaceX, would save some money by
ditching California, Patronis said.


“As a Florida resident, you wouldn’t be subject to state income taxes.
Also, depending on how your many businesses are organized, you may
realize up to a 50% savings on Corporate Income taxes as Florida’s
4.4% corporate income tax is half California’s 8.84% rate,” Patronis said
in the letter.


Make the move
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Jimmy Patronis is urging Elon Musk to take another look at Florida and ditch
California. Image via AP. 


The CFO also highlighted how Florida’s government is looking to grow
the electric car and space industries and, during the current economic
crisis, the state has the financial security to make ends meet without
raising taxes and fees.


If Musk needs more convincing, Patronis said he should take a closer
look next time he’s on the Space Coast.


“I know you’re a busy man, but next time you visit the Sunshine State
for another successful rocket launch, spend some time with the men
and women who live in Florida and work at SpaceX to get their take on
what working and living in Florida means to them and their families.


“I guarantee you’re going to hear stories from those folks about how
Florida supports, and doesn’t inhibit, their growth and success,”
Patronis said.


  


Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried took note of a new global survey
this week that showed food safety is a significant concern for
consumers worldwide.


Of those polled, 55% percent said food safety was a concern with 53%
of consumers citing health issues.


“As Florida’s food safety and consumer protection agency, we know


Eat up
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that Floridians care deeply about the quality and safety of the food they
feed their families,” Fried said. “Particularly with COVID-19 posing a
huge threat in Florida, we’re working closely with the businesses we
oversee to ensure proper food safety measures are taken, and we’re
encouraging consumers to be smart at home about food safety.”


Nikki Fried is touting a new survey that shows consumers are concerned about
food safety during the pandemic.


The survey firm, DNV GL, said consumers expressed a desire for more
transparency on product content, food safety and hygiene practices.


“As millions of Florida consumers visit food establishments each day,
it’s crucial that we communicate with these businesses to ensure the
best sanitization practices are being followed. This is critical to reducing
the transmission of bacterial and viral pathogens and lessening
chances of spreading COVID-19,” said Dr. Matthew Curran, FDACS
director of food safety. “We want to remind businesses and consumers
to wipe down hard surfaces before use and maintain clean hands with
thorough hand-washing or hand sanitizer of at least 60% alcohol
content.”


According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, there
is no evidence to support the transmission of COVID-19 associated with
food.



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkixlt-edrdjlhjd-b/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkixlt-edrdjlhjd-x/





  


Two Northeast Florida communities are receiving infrastructure
investments from the state government.


The Department of Economic Opportunity is providing Columbia County
and White Springs with a combined $900,000 through the Rural
Infrastructure Fund, designed to create jobs, diversify rural economies
and encourage business investment.


“Rural communities are vital to the development and growth of Florida’s
economy and I’m committed to helping them thrive,” DeSantis said.
“Infrastructure improvements made available through the Rural
Infrastructure Fund will help rural communities be able to attract
businesses and provide more resilient infrastructure for the future of
their local economy.”


Rural grants
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Ron DeSantis is promoting infrastructure investments into rural Florida
communities. Image via AP.


Columbia County is receiving $500,000 to construct a natural gas main
loop along the Bell Road Corridor. Both new and existing businesses
will benefit from the project, which will provide the necessary
infrastructure to the existing distribution center and allow the
transportation logistics industry to expand.


The project will attract more than $1 million in capital investment to
Columbia County and create 43 new jobs, according to the Governor's
Office.


White Springs will receive the remaining $400,000 to encourage
construction, engineering and inspection service improvements for the
town's sewer system.


Hurricane Irma led to overflows in the 40-year-old sewer system. The
town's planned improvements would correct the problems that triggered
the overflows.


  


A handful of drive-thru coronavirus testing sites are getting more lanes.


The Florida Division of Emergency Management announced that
Floridians making the trek to War Memorial Auditorium in Ft.
Lauderdale, Regency Square Mall in Jacksonville, the Orange County
Convention Center, or Hard Rock Stadium in Miami will be able to pull
into self-swab lanes as part of a pilot program launched Friday.


Consider it the fast lane — DEM said the option will cut down on wait
times. Self-swabbers can also expect to receive their test results faster,
as DEM is sending them to a separate lab with 72-hour turnaround
time. The results will be delivered via email.


Self-service







People looking for COVID-19 testing at several locations — including the War
Memorial Stadium in Fort Lauderdale — will have a ‘fast lane’ self-swab option


available.


DEM said the Orange County Convention Center and Hard Rock
Stadium will get 500 self-swab tests a day, War Memorial Auditorium
will get 1,000 and Regency Square Mall will get 2,200. Appointments
are available, but not required, at the Jax and convention center sites.


For now, self-swabbing is reserved for those 5 and older with symptoms
COVID-19. Self-swabs are administered with a health care professional
looking on to make sure it’s done correctly.


If the pilot program is successful, FDEM said it will expand it to more
state-run testing sites. The state currently supports 50 COVID-testing
sites across the state, with the capacity to conduct up to 29,000 tests
per day.
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  Instagram of the week
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State regulators are continuing the crackdown on businesses that flout
the COVID-19 booze sales restrictions. Two of the latest businesses
stripped of their beverage licenses are gentlemen's clubs.


Both Show-N-Tail in Panama City Beach and Le Palace Otown in
Orlando recently had their licenses suspended for distributing alcohol
and for violating social distancing. The Department of Business and
Professional Regulation also suspended the license of George and
Dragon English Tavern, a Cocoa Village cigar bar and pub.


Strip clubs stripped







Stripped: The Show-N-Tail in Panama City Beach lost its license due to a lack of
social distancing.


Patrons were consuming alcohol in all three businesses. To serve
alcohol, the businesses must make the majority of their revenue from
food, but none of the establishments are licensed to sell food.


In the case of Show-N-Tail, guests paid an entry fee that came with a
“free” alcoholic beverage. At Le Palace Otown, customers were in
“close proximity” to each other and to performers in addition to
consuming alcohol, the order said.


And at George and Dragon English Tavern, the order says the owners
refused to close the bar. Since then, the owners have sued the
Governor and the department for arbitrarily letting restaurants serve
alcohol but prohibiting the sale at bars and pubs.
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After DeSantis signed legislation last month linking electric bicycle
regulations to that of conventional bicycles rather than motorized
vehicles, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is
developing rules to allow certain e-bikes on the commission's land.


The commission will consider rules next week to specify the rules for
where electric bicycles can travel and which types are allowed.


Before the new law, low-speed, pedal-assisted bikes in which the motor
ceases to engage at 20 mph were classified with regular bicycles if the
motor only works while pedaling. Those are now considered Class 1
electric bicycles while Class 2 e-bikes have motors that can always
engage up to 20 mph and Class 3 e-bikes can be propelled up to 28
mph.


Florida’s Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is working with new rules on
E-bikes in Commission land and parks.


The proposed Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission rules only let
Class 1 electric bicycles on commission land. But under the state's new
rules, more-powerful Class 2 and Class 3 electric bicycles can only be
used on named or numbered roads, a commission staff report said
about the issue, which is scheduled to go before the commission July
23.


“Allowing Class 2 and 3 electric bicycles on commission-managed
lands may lead to environmental damage as well as user conflict and


E-bikes in parks
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safety concerns,” the staff report said.


  


Florida Court Clerks & Comptrollers recognized Sens. Jeff Brandes
and Ed Hooper and Reps. Chuck Clemons and Tommy Gregory with
2020 Clerk Legislative Leadership Awards.


The lawmakers sponsored legislation this past Session that would have
benefited the state's court clerks.


Florida Court Clerks & Comptrollers recognized Jeff Brandes and Ed Hooper as
'legislative leaders.'


The association announced the awards, recognizing its legislative
partners, during its annual summer conference this week. The awards
“highlight their direct legislative leadership” and good public policy,
according to the member association.


“We are extremely grateful to have support from our partners in the
Florida Legislature,” said Tara Green, FCCC President and Clerk of the
Circuit Court for Clay County. “Sen. Hooper, Sen. Brandes, Rep.
Clemons and Rep. Gregory are incredible servants for this state, and
they understand the valuable role Clerks play in the lives of their
constituents. We are proud to consider them our Legislative Leaders
and to honor them with these awards.”


Brandes filed SB 790, Hooper filed SB 590, Clemons filed HB 591 and
Gregory filed HB 967. Those measures, which did not become law,
would have fixed glitches in intended clerk fees and changed how
courts reimburse jurors.


After this year's virtual conference, association members presented
lawmakers with their awards in small, socially distanced local


Legislative leaders
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ceremonies.


  


Families Against Mandatory Minimums, in looking for an avenue to get
inmates at-risk for severe COVID-19 infections out of prisons, is
highlighting prison furloughs as an option for the Department of
Corrections.


Prison furloughs allow a corrections facility to temporarily release
prisoners for family or personal business, to benefit their transition or
rehabilitation, and for another “compelling reason consistent with the
public interest.” FAMM is pointing to that last clause as an option for the
department to exert.


However, when the organization presented DOC with that plan in May,
the department's interim general counsel, Dorothy Burnsed, rejected
the claim's legality.


FAMM seeks prison furloughs
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Families Against Mandatory Minimums is calling for prison furloughs as an option
to protect inmates at risk for COVID-19.


“Instead of serving an individual inmate’s rehabilitative needs through
brief extensions of confinement, your suggested interpretation of the
furlough rule seeks to broaden the meaning and intent of the


rule to authorize the release of entire subpopulations of inmates for an
indefinite amount of time,” she wrote.


But FAMM this week issued a rebuttal, insisting there is no reference to
“brief” in the department's rules.


“We urge you to reconsider FDC’s position in light of the actual text of
the rule, and then begin granting furloughs to individuals who are
particularly vulnerable to COVID-19,” returned FAMM's Florida director,
Greg Newburn. “However, if you remain unpersuaded, we urge you to
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seek an advisory opinion from the Florida Supreme Court.”


  


Tallahassee has renamed a pond, previously named after a strict
segregationist, after the late Florida A&M University professor and civil
rights activist Charles E. Evans.


Evans, a former Tallahassee NAACP president, was one of the first
African Americans to settle in the Myers Park neighborhood, where he
lived for more than 30 years.


FAMU President Larry Robinson suggested in an August letter to
Mayor Dailey and City Commissioners that the city rename the pond
after Evans, who died in 2013.


Tallahassee will rename Chapman Pond to honor FAMU professor and civil rights
activist Charles Evans.


The Myers Park pond was named after Florida Supreme Court Justice
Roy H. Chapman, a former resident of the neighborhood, in 1952 after
his death. In addition to being a segregationist, Chapman wrote the
Florida Supreme Court opinion that upheld the wrongful conviction of
the Groveland Four.


“Chapman’s long and disturbing judicial record of authoring unrepentant
segregationist opinions and voting to maintain segregation, certainly in
one of America’s most notorious, abhorrent and egregious miscarriages
of justice with the Groveland Case, strikes a dissonant note in a time
when many local and state governments are voting to remove the
names and likeness of such individuals from publicly-owned land,”
Robinson said in his letter. “It is my belief that such an action would


Studious decision
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clear the way for reconciliation, and force us to reckon squarely with the
not so pleasant past, while righting while righting a historical wrong.”


During a city commission meeting last week and with the Mayor's
backing, Commissioner Curtis Richardson moved that the city rename
the pond in Evans' memory. The commission unanimously approved
the decision.


“In memory … to all that he contributed to this community and
improving the quality of life not only for African Americans here in the
city of Tallahassee but all who call Tallahassee home,” Richardson
said.


  


You don’t have to be a student at Florida State University to learn a
thing or two from its Institute on World War II and the Human
Experience.


Women at war
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The university announced this week that it has rolled out an online
exhibit focused on the lives of women during World War II.


“Women at War: At Home and Service in World War II” was originally
planned to open as an in-person exhibit at the Chipola Center for the
Arts at Chipola College in Marianna, but the coronavirus pandemic put
those plans on hold.


FSU, with the help of donors to the Institute on World War II and the
Human Experience, helped bring the exhibit online.


The Chipola Center for the Arts at Chipola College is featuring an online exhibit:
‘Women at War: At Home and Service in World War II.’


“This exhibit not only highlights the extensive holdings of the Institute on
World War II but also the talents of a team of exceptional
undergraduates who organized it,” said G. Kurt Piehler, associate
professor of history and director of the Institute on World War II and the
Human Experience. “The exhibit is another example of how the institute
offers experiential opportunities to our undergraduate students.”


The organizers used digitized materials, such as photographs,
correspondence, military documents and oral histories, from the
archival collections housed at the institute to illustrate the experiences
of American women in the World War II era.


Featured collections include that of Gertrude Margaritte Ivory Bertram,
an African American nurse from Georgia who joined the U.S. Army
Nurse Corps after graduating from nursing school at Brewster Hospital
in Jacksonville in 1941.
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Another woman featured is Editha Anderson Shaw, who graduated
high school in 1944 and joined the U.S. Cadet Nurse Corps shortly
after.


  


The City of Tallahassee enjoyed national recognition this week for one
the city’s unique Senior Center programs.


The Tallahassee Senior Center's UPSIDE (Utilizing and Promoting
Social Engagement for Loneliness, Isolation and Depression in the
Elderly) program was awarded the Best Health and Wellness Program
in the nation from the National Institute of Senior Centers.


Long before COVID-19, the Tallahassee Senior Center has been helping older
people socially engage and fight loneliness.


The city said the award is intended to “honor and promote outstanding
efforts made by senior centers throughout the nation that offer
innovative, creative and replicable programs for older adults.”


Long before the COVID-19 pandemic, loneliness and isolation were
determined to be at epidemic levels for seniors by mental health
professionals.


Now, however, the city said these feelings may be heightened.


“Protective measures for COVID-19, including social distancing and
stay-at-home guidelines for vulnerable populations such as seniors,
have intensified these negative feelings for some people,” the city said
in an announcement. “This has underscored the great importance of
and need for programs like UPSIDE that provide social connectedness


On the UPSIDE
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and promote mental, physical and emotional well-being.”


In response, Tallahassee has made efforts to engage seniors through
phone calls and online services.


The program has helped over 300 local seniors connect with others
through planned activities and individual counseling since its launch in
2018.


  


You can’t take a break from the coronavirus, but Corona … err …
Capitol Directions can. We’re taking a week off recording the slam
dunks and slip-ups in the Capitol to check in on campaign fundraising in
the final stretch ahead of the primary. No need to worry. The pandemic,
unfortunately, will still be here next week … and the week after that.


Editors note


  Corona Directions
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.29.20 — Burnin’ today: DeSantis, Rubio, Ousley,


Eagle, Curry, Trump
Date: Monday, June 29, 2020 4:00:50 AM


A new analysis shows what most in the Process already figured,
political contributions are significantly down in the age of coronavirus.


Contribution Link, a political data, analytics, and intelligence firm
helmed by Brecht Heuchan, analyzed data from past election cycles
and compared fundraising pre-COVID-19 to this election cycle.


The analysis found contributions to House and Senate candidates and
political committees are down $18.5 million this year, a stunning 65%
plummet.


Contribution Link used a ten-week target window in the weeks
immediately following Legislative Sessions in 2012, 2014, 2016 and
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2018 and compared them to the same target window this year.


Political fundraising is taking a huge hit in the age of coronavirus.


The data also found Senate candidates saw a 65% reduction in
contributions while House candidates dropped just 37%. Republicans
were hit harder, dropping 74% compared to a 64% drop for Democrats.
PACs went from an average of $20.7 million in contributions to just $7.7
million, a 63% decrease.


For many, the analysis only confirms what was already expected.
Coronavirus precautions forced most to stay home and part of the ten-
week target window happened during a statewide stay-at-home order.
That left candidates unable to host traditional fundraising events.


Further, making the ask while so many Floridians were out of work
seemed an unsavory act, leading most candidates almost entirely
halting fundraising activity.


The lingering question is what that can only be answered with time. Is
this phenomenon a one-time anomaly or have donors' political priorities
and donation goals shifted forever?


Those answers may begin to emerge in 2022, likely long after the
coronavirus crisis has abated and recovery is well underway. But that’s
a complicated year unto itself. Gov. Ron DeSantis and his cabinet will
all be up for reelection. All U.S. House of Representatives seats will be
on the ballot, Sen. Marco Rubio will be up for reelection and state
House and Senate candidates will face races in newly redistricted
maps.


___
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Sometimes you just have to take a break and enjoy life, especially in
this time of coronavirus.


Communications pro Edie Ousley is wholeheartedly embracing that
attitude, announcing she will be taking a summer sabbatical from her
position as vice president of Public Affairs for the Florida Chamber of
Commerce.


Edie Ousley is taking this summer to enjoy life. Color us envious.


“I’m in a different season of my life, and while I still have many years to
give my all at doing what I love,” Ousley says in a Chamber statement.
“I’m going to stop and smell the roses, spend time with my husband and
enjoy the five generations in my life while my matriarch 95-year-old
grandmother is still around.”


Adds the longtime veteran adviser, who has more than two decades of
communications experience: “COVID-19 has put things into greater
perspective, and now is the right time to take a break and enjoy what
life has blessed me with.”


Ousley’s leave will begin July 6, giving, in her words: “An opportunity for
me to enjoy the summer with family, and to refresh for the future.”


All of us at Florida Politics wish her the best summer vacation and
expect to hear more from her very soon (but not too soon).
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___


Welcome to the world — Ronin Theodore Eagle was born at 12:53
p.m. Friday to parents Brooke and Rep. Dane Eagle. Everyone —
baby and first-time parents — are doing awesome. Congratulations!


Happy birthday to Ronin Theodore Eagle and congrats to parents Brooke and
Dane Eagle.


___


Happy 39th birthday to our dear friend, Sarah Bascom of Bascom
Communications and Consulting.


  


—@Liz_Cheney: If reporting about Russian bounties on US forces is
true, the White House must explain: 1. Why weren’t the president or
vice president briefed? Was the info in the PDB? 2. Who did know and
when? 3. What has been done in response to protect our forces & hold
Putin accountable?


Tweet, tweet:


—@PeterAlexander: More than 70K Americans have died of COVID-
19 since the last White House Coronavirus Task Force briefing nearly


Situational awareness
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two months ago.


—@Ryan_the_ryan: Wouldn't it be crazy if halfway through
CONTAGION Matt Damon went to a bar


—@Mattyglesias: Some governors are acting more responsibly than
others, but the basic fact is that every single governor is operating
under a fiscal policy gun aimed by [Donald] Trump & [Mitch]
McConnell at pressuring them to generate tax revenue with insufficient
restrictions on bars & restaurants


—@MaryEllenKlas: .@GovRonDeSantis repeats statement that the
state is seeing more people testing positive who are 'asymptomatic or
mildly symptomatic.' Will he tell us what the state is doing to contact
and trace those people? What messaging is aimed to urge people w/no
symptoms to get tested?


—@DickieV: I don’t get it as over 9 thousand in Florida today tested
positive for COVID-19 yet tonight on Siesta Key people were not social
distancing & very few masks. Ppl, let’s get REAL & do not be selfish
WEAR MASKS/WASH HANDS & SOCIAL DISTANCING r a MUST The
numbers r not lying.


—@JoeMobleyJax: Last Sunday, Florida had the lowest number of
deaths in months and I couldn’t find one article. Now, every article I
read has “record-breaking,” or something similar in the headline. If you
think you aren’t being fed fear porn, you’re lying to yourself. Take
personal responsibility, but don’t let the media paralyze you.


—@TateReeves: The legislature has been deadlocked for days as it
considers a new state flag. The argument over the 1894 flag has
become as divisive as the flag itself and it’s time to end it. If they send
me a bill this weekend, I will sign it.


  


NBA training camp begins — 1; Vice President Mike Pence to visit
Florida (tour canceled/meeting with Gov. DeSantis) — 3; "The Outpost”
with Orlando Bloom and Scott Eastwood premieres — 4; NBA teams
travel to Orlando — 8; Major League Soccer will return to action — 9;
Disney World Magic Kingdom & Animal Kingdom to reopen — 12;
Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios to reopen — 16; Federal
taxes due — 16; MLB 60-game season begins — 24; TED conference
rescheduled — 28; Christopher Nolan’s NBA season restart in
Orlando — 34; “Tenet” premieres (rescheduled) — 44; Democratic
National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 51; Florida primaries for
2020 state legislative/congressional races — 52; "Mulan” premieres
(rescheduled) — 53; NBA draft lottery — 57; Indy 500 rescheduled —


Days until



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhhhkld-edrdjlhjd-o/





57; Republican National Convention begins in Charlotte — 59; Rev. Al
Sharpton’s D.C. March — 62; U.S. Open begins — 65; “A Quiet Place
Part II” premieres — 69; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby —
71; Rescheduled date for French Open — 93; First presidential debate
in Indiana — 97; "Wonder Woman" premieres — 97; Preakness Stakes
rescheduled — 98; First vice presidential debate at the University of
Utah — 105; NBA season ends (last possible date) — 107; Second
presidential debate scheduled at the University of Michigan — 110;
NBA draft — 110; Wes Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres
— 111; NBA free agency — 113; Third presidential debate at Belmont
— 119; 2020 General Election — 129; “Black Widow” premieres — 133;
NBA 2020-21 training camp — 136; Florida Automated Vehicles
Summit — 144; “No Time to Die” premieres — 151; NBA 2020-21
opening night — 158; “Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 200; Super
Bowl LV in Tampa — 226; New start date for 2021 Olympics — 391;
“Jungle Cruise” premieres — 400; “Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel
premieres — 496; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 594; “Doctor
Strange in the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 636; “Black
Panther 2” premieres — 678; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse”
sequel premieres — 832.







  


“Ron DeSantis says everything’s all right with Florida’s pandemic
response” via Steven Lemongello of the Orlando Sentinel — DeSantis
said Sunday the state remains on the right track in its response to the
coronavirus outbreak despite a mounting number of new cases. But
Florida Democrats slammed him in a new ad for saying “Nothing has
changed” with the pandemic. DeSantis again brushed aside questions
about whether he would consider scaling back his reopening of the
economy, saying he would rather have businesses open and complying
with the rules than closed. His comments came as Florida reported
8,530 new coronavirus positive tests on Sunday, a day after the state
set a record for a single-day increase with Saturday’s 9,585 reported
cases.


Corona Florida
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Nothing to see here, says Ron DeSantis.


“Florida COVID cases up fivefold in two weeks: ‘The numbers are
scary’” via Frances Robles of The New York Times — As fear
subsided, coronavirus grew. Officials have done little so far to halt
public interactions. The Mayor of one affluent Miami suburb implored
residents this week to stop throwing house parties. Miami-Dade and
Broward counties chose to close its beaches for the busy Fourth of July
weekend. Mariely Ferraro, a heart-monitor technician who lives in
Orlando, caught COVID-19 seven weeks ago and has been unable to
shake it. “I think the situation in Florida is scary. The numbers are
climbing, and the numbers are scary. I wish there was a way that it
could be explained. If there were 9,000 people in one day, are they
symptomatic? Do they have fevers? Are they sick?”


“As Florida's COVID-19 numbers jump to record levels again, bars
ordered to stop alcohol sales while governor resists mask
requirements” via Frank Gluck of Florida Today — Any illusions that
COVID-19 would diminish as Florida reopened were dashed as the
state reported a record 8,942 new cases, a 62% increase over the
previous daily record of 5,508 reported Wednesday. The numbers rival
those seen in New York in March and April during the peak of virus
infections in that hard-hit state when daily numbers reached 10,000
positive cases. The news coincided with a state Department of
Business and Professional Regulation announcement that it was
suspending alcohol sales statewide at bars. DeSantis blamed the sharp
rise in cases on increased testing and younger people who, he claims,
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are shunning masks and congregating in unhealthy ways.


“In Florida hospitals, lessons learned from more than 3,300
deaths” via Cindy Krischer Goodman of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel
— The lessons learned from more than 3,300 coronavirus deaths now
guide the health response to a mysterious virus that may still be in its
infancy. Health experts once sounded the alarm that we’d run out of
ventilators. They now realize that they used this invasive, last resort
procedure far more often than they should have. Florida doctors
discovered early on that people on ventilators tend to stay on them for a
long time and complications often arise. They learned that many
coronavirus patients can survive at low oxygen levels without breathing
assistance, and they no longer rush to intubate those patients. Patients
are also younger and healthier now.


“IHME model: Mask compliance could save 8K Floridians’ lives” via
Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — Florida could save nearly 8,000
lives by October by implementing mask orders, according to the latest
update from one modeling group once touted by the White House.
According to the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME),
Florida is on track for 15,393 deaths by Oct. 1. If 95% of the population
wears masks in public, the Sunshine State would only see 7,525
fatalities, or fewer than 50% of current projections, by that date. And if
the state continues its reopening process, 16,871 Floridians could die.
Those three projections fall below what the model predicted last week,
when it said 18,675 Floridians could die by Oct. 1.


“Florida revenues plummet after the coronavirus shutdown” via
The Associated Press — Florida’s economy is taking a hit because of
the coronavirus, according to a revenue report released by the state
Senate president. Republican Senate President Bill Galvano sent a
memo to senators saying the state’s revenue in the month of April was
down about $780 million from what was originally predicted. That
includes sales taxes that were about $695 million below predictions.
The Legislature approved a $93 billion budget in March, just as the
state was shutting down due to the pandemic. Republican DeSantis has
until Tuesday to sign the budget for the fiscal year that begins
Wednesday, and it’s expected he’s going to heavily use his power to
veto individual items in the spending plan.


“Business regulation chief Halsey Beshears apologetically
defends bar restrictions” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics —
Since announcing bar closures until the COVID-19 resurgence
subsides, Beshears has taken to Twitter to defend and explain the
reversal. DeSantis had told Floridians the last two weeks that the
Sunshine State wouldn’t renege on its reopening plans even as the
pandemic skyrocketed in new and old hot spots. However, Friday’s
restrictions mark the first reopening reversal by his administration,
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coming just three weeks after bars reopened. Over the weekend,
Beshears tweeted explanations and clarifications to his emergency
order. Taprooms and breweries will follow the same restrictions, but
restaurant-bars will not.


Halsey Beshears defends closing Florida bars again.


“Mask mandates face GOP resistance across Florida” via Zac
Anderson of the Sarasota Herald-Tribune — Wearing masks to limit the
spread of the coronavirus has become the latest hot button issue in the
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culture wars, and the debate is heating up in Florida as the state
experiences a big spike in coronavirus cases. The surging caseload
has led to a wave of new mask regulations across the state. Masks are
now required in certain public settings in Tampa, Miami, St. Petersburg,
Orlando, and a number of other Florida cities and counties. Most of the
Florida communities with new mask rules are controlled by Democrats,
who tend to be more concentrated in larger urban areas where the
coronavirus often is more prevalent, but they also have been much
more willing to embrace mask-wearing.


Happening today — The Florida Senate Democratic Caucus will hold
a Zoom news conference to talk about the surge in COVID-19 cases, 1
p.m. Livestreamed at facebook.com. The media can request access at
us02web.zoom.us.


  


“All Jacksonville Fire and Rescue personnel being tested for
COVID-19” via Teresa Stepzinski of The Florida Times-Union — All


Corona local
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Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department personnel are being tested
for COVID-19 as a precaution after 214 firefighters are in self-
quarantine because of exposure during the pandemic. Mayor Lenny
Curry announced the testing Saturday night on Twitter. “As I stated last
night, [Friday] our ability to protect and serve our citizens is reliant on
keeping our first responders healthy. Today [Saturday] we began the
testing of the entire fire department,” Curry said. Curry announced
Friday night that in all, 14 JFRD firefighters have tested positive for
COVID-19. The conditions of those firefighters have not been disclosed.
Curry said that 77 firefighters were in quarantine following positive tests
for three firefighters.


Lenny Curry says all Jacksonville firefighters will be tested for COVID-19.


“State reports Jacksonville nursing home up to 20 COVID-19
deaths” via Clayton Freeman of The Florida Times-Union — Signature
Healthcare of Jacksonville, located in the Hyde Park neighborhood, was
listed with 20 deaths, the most for any Duval County nursing home, in
the health department’s weekly report on COVID-19 deaths in long-term
care facilities. The report is traditionally released on Friday nights, but
was delayed until Saturday morning for reasons unknown. Signature
Healthcare, which was listed with 19 deaths as of last week’s report,
added another death this week. The date of that death was not
disclosed, nor was any detail about the victim.


“Customer purposefully coughs on Jacksonville woman at St.
Johns Town Center store” via The Florida Times-Union — Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, Heather Sprague said her trip out to St. Johns
Town Center was a rare one. The brain tumor patient has a
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compromised immune system, and is now left a little concerned after a
customer purposefully coughed on her inside Pier 1. “I was a little bit
stunned when she invaded my personal space.” Sprague said the angry
customer invaded her personal space right after she began
documenting it. “I wanted her to know she was being held accountable
for her actions,” she explained. “Within 30 seconds of filming her tirade
was done and she left the poor staff in peace,” she wrote.


“Broward County beaches to close for July Fourth weekend” via
Rafael Olmeda, Susannah Bryan and Austin Erblat of the South Florida
Sun-Sentinel — Broward County is taking drastic action to stop the
spread: All beaches will be closed for the Fourth of July weekend.
Miami-Dade has already announced plans to close its beaches for the
upcoming holiday. And Palm Beach County might be next. “The
overriding sentiment is we have to keep our people safe,” Broward
Mayor Dale V.C. Holness said. “And the beaches will be overrun
because Miami-Dade is closing their beaches.” The planned beach
closures come as Florida is facing a series of record-high daily
coronavirus totals, leading local government officials to enact new
restrictions to help slow the spread.


“Keep schools online this fall, Palm Beach teachers union urges”
via Rafael Olmeda and Marc Freeman of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — Palm Beach County’s teacher's union is urging the school
district to keep kids off campuses when the school year starts in August
until health officials say it’s safe for everyone to come back. South
Florida’s school districts have been struggling to address what the next
school year is going to look like, with options ranging from a full return
to classrooms regardless of the spread of COVID-19 to the all-virtual
class format that closed out the last academic year. Broward schools
are asking parents to weigh in on which option they prefer, including a
hybrid model that staggers in-person attendance for students
throughout the week, with the other days spent learning online.


“Black, Hispanic parents much more reluctant to send kids back to
school, district survey shows” via Andrew Marra of the Palm Beach
Post — Black parents were twice as likely as white parents to say they
expected not to send their children to campus if full-time classes
resume Aug. 10, a Palm Beach Post analysis of school district survey
results shows. Hispanic parents were about 50 percent more likely than
white parents to say so. The feedback was collected from 66,000
parents before this week’s record-breaking spike. Overall, 66% of
parents who identified themselves as white said they were likely or
highly likely to send their children to school if full-time classes resume
with social distancing measures. Thirty-nine percent of Black parents
and 45% of Hispanic parents said they were inclined to do so.


“Belen priest asked graduates to take off masks to sing. That was
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edited out of video.” via Colleen Wright of the Miami Herald — During
the Belen Jesuit Preparatory School’s graduation mass June 15, school
president Fr. Guillermo M. García-Tuñón asked the congregation to
remove their masks to sing a song in prayer. That two-hour mass at
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church in Doral was streamed live and
uploaded to YouTube. A day later, the same video was uploaded with
García-Tuñón’s request edited out, replaced with a conspicuous jump
cut. School spokeswoman Teresa Martinez confirmed that García-
Tuñón did make that request, and the video was edited.


To watch the video, click on the image below:


“Leaders shut off the Florida Keys to visitors for weeks. Now,
COVID-19 cases are rising“ via Gwen Filosa and Michelle Marchante
of the Miami Herald — Three weeks ago, the COVID-19 rate also was
low. With visitors shut out, Keys leaders hoped the virus would be, too.
Fast-forward to now, and many tourists are back. They’re spreading out
on the beaches, filling the restaurants, at least to the new limited
capacity, and strolling Duval Street. The coronavirus numbers are up,
too. In the past two weeks, 81 cases have been added to the Keys
total. The prior two-week period saw 13 additional cases. Two weeks
ago, the Keys started seeing a spike in coronavirus cases, after months
of a new case here and there. The region wasn’t spared deaths, with
four since the pandemic started, but the impact was nothing like the rest
of South Florida.


“’We live from the tourist’: Orlando workers face virus’s fallout” via
Eve Edelheit and Brooks Barnes of The New York Times — Few areas
of the country rely on tourism more than central Florida, which is home
to Disney World, SeaWorld, Universal, Gatorland, Legoland and a
plethora of smaller attractions. An estimated 250,000 people work in the
leisure and hospitality industries, accounting for 25 percent of jobs in
the area. Most workers whose livelihood depends on Orlando’s ability to
attract tourists in large numbers have managed to get by as the
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amusement economy shut down around them — though for some it has
been a struggle. Recent weeks have brought a new kind of purgatory
for tourism workers in the region. Will spiking coronavirus cases in
Florida halt the reopening that was beginning to happen?


“The pandemic made them homeless. Post readers helped.” via
Greg Jaffe of The Washington Post — A Kissimmee, FL, family, forced
from their home by the coronavirus pandemic and living in their car, has
received a potentially life-changing outpouring of support from around
the world following a story in The Washington Post. Since the story
appeared on June 6, more than 1,900 people from across the United
States as well as Australia, Switzerland, Kuwait, Canada and the United
Kingdom have donated in excess of $130,000 to the family’s
GoFundMe fundraising page.


“Saturday brings largest single-day spike in Leon County
coronavirus” via CD Davidson-Hiers of the Tallahassee Democrat —
In what is now the largest single-day jump of confirmed coronavirus
cases, Leon County has 775 people who have tested positive for
COVID-19. Overnight, that's 80 more cases added Saturday to the
Florida Department of Health's daily report than were documented
Friday. A majority of the new cases affect people in their 20s and
younger. In neighboring Gadsden County, the Department of Health
reported the death of an 83-year-old man. His case was first recorded
on June 22 and it is unclear how he contracted the virus. Gadsden
currently has 361 cases. Seven people have died of complications due
to the virus.


“Increases in COVID-19 cases are starting to strain area NWFL
hospitals” via Tom McLaughlin of the NWF Daily News — While the
number of COVID-19 cases continues to skyrocket in Okaloosa County,
the strain on area hospitals is reaching a critical stage. A report
released by county Public Safety Director Patrick Maddox stated that
all but eight of the county’s 54 intensive care unit beds are presently
occupied, and nine of those beds are being utilized by COVID-19
patients. “Okaloosa ICU capacity is rated extremely low,” Okaloosa
County Health Department Director Dr. Karen Chapman warned in a
recent statement. “A large outbreak in a long-term care facility of
COVID-19 could quickly strain our hospital ICU bed capacity.” While the
vast majority of patients occupying ICU beds are not COVID-19
patients, the number of those who are has increased dramatically in just
the last 10 days.
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“After asking Americans to sacrifice in shutdown, leaders failed to
control virus” via Sabrina Tavernise, Frances Robles and Louis Keene
of The New York Times — The number of new U.S. cases this last
week surged dangerously high, to levels not ever seen in the course of
the pandemic, especially in states that had rushed to reopen their
economies. The result has been a realization for many Americans that
however much they have yearned for a return to normalcy, their leaders
have failed to control the coronavirus pandemic. Even states that did
embark on ambitious plans to do contact tracing struggled. In Florida
and Texas, governors closed bars on Friday, as they scrambled to
control what appeared to be a brewing public health catastrophe.


Our leaders asked for sacrifice but failed to lead.


Corona nation
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“Leaders reexamine U.S. reopenings as coronavirus cases hit
another record” via Patricia Mazzei, Sarah Mervosh and Shawn
Hubler of The New York Times — As coronavirus cases surge across
much of the United States, leaders are urgently rethinking their
strategies to curb the spread, which the nation’s top infectious disease
expert said were “not working.” For the first time, some governors are
backtracking on reopening their states, issuing new restrictions for parts
of the economy that had resumed. Leaders in Texas and Florida
abruptly set new restrictions on bars, a reversal that appeared
unthinkable just days ago. And Gov. Gavin Newsom of California told
rural Imperial County, where hospitals have been overwhelmed with
patients, that it must reinstate a stay-at-home order, the most restrictive
of requirements.


“Young people urged to take virus more seriously as pandemic
worsens in U.S.” via Annie Gowen, Arelis R. Hernández and Lori
Rozsa of The Washington Post — Health officials are imploring young
people to wear masks and practice social distancing as coronavirus
transmission among younger Americans continues to drive record
outbreaks in several states. The pleas come as governors in Texas and
Florida instituted new limits on bars and alcohol consumption to stop
the spread of the novel coronavirus. “Younger Americans have a
particular responsibility to make sure that they’re not carrying the
coronavirus into settings where they would expose the most
vulnerable,” Pence said. Robert Redfield, the director of the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, said younger people are often
asymptomatic or have mild symptoms but can easily spread the virus to
older or immune-compromised patients.


“'Don't be a sheep': Sheriffs rebel against new statewide mask
requirements” via Teo Armus of My SA — Hours after Gov. Jay
Inslee, ordered Washington state residents to cover their faces in
public, a Republican sheriff in a rural swath of the state's southwest
suggested they should be doing no such thing. "Here's what I say,"
Lewis County Sheriff Robert Snaza told the crowd outside a church,
carrying a megaphone and sporting his green and beige uniform but no
face mask. "Don't be a sheep." Few of the people cheering on Snaza
covered their faces either, according to a video of the scene. Indeed,
the words on a billboard above the crowd seemed to capture their
feeling about the pandemic: "Oh, no! A virus. Quick — burn the bill of
rights." Dozens of sheriffs like Snaza are staging a rebellion against
state governments. Adherence to their interpretation of Constitution,
they say, comes before any kind of public health advice.
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Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Dr. Anthony
Fauci wears a face mask as he waits to testify before a House Committee on


Energy and Commerce. Image via AP.


“U.S. 'likely' to see shortage of pharmaceutical drugs if
coronavirus outbreak continues, intelligence report finds” via Olivia
Rubin and Josh Margolin of ABC News — With coronavirus outbreaks
continuing to spread across the world, the United States is "likely" to
see a shortage of generic pharmaceutical drugs, according to a new
federal intelligence report. The report, prepared by the Department of
Homeland Security, warned that the U.S. is already seeing shortages of
more than 200 drugs and medical supplies due to strains on the supply
chain caused by international shutdowns early on in the pandemic.
Those shortages would only be made worse should unchecked
outbreaks force yet another round of widespread shutdowns. The
warning comes as officials in some states have already halted some
reopening plans or closed back down.


“Pregnant women with COVID-19 are 5 times more likely to be
hospitalized” via Grace Hauck and Elizabeth Weise of USA Today —
Pregnant women may be at increased risk for severe illness from
COVID-19 compared with nonpregnant women. The good news is that
pregnant women who are infected with COVID-19 aren't at any greater
risk of death than women who aren't pregnant. The worse news is that
infected pregnant women are more likely to be hospitalized and are at
increased risk for ICU admission and to require mechanical ventilation.
About 32% of pregnant women were reported to have been
hospitalized, compared with about 6% of nonpregnant women. There's
no data on how a COVID-19 infection affects a woman's pregnancy or
the health outcomes of their babies.
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“Next U.S. jobs report set to be even more confusing than May’s”
via Reade Pickert of Bloomberg — The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,
which publishes the widely-watched monthly figures on the world’s
largest economy, is taking additional steps to solve data-collection
issues that since March have resulted in an official unemployment rate
that appears to understate the true scale of joblessness in America.
The official June jobless rate would be tricky to compare with May’s.
And if the unemployed are counted properly, it could very well result in
an increase in the official rate from the previous month, even if the
reality is that joblessness fell in June, as many economists expect.


“Airbnb CEO: Travel may never be the same” via Mike Allen of Axios
— Airbnb co-founder and CEO Brian Chesky sees a future where
people travel much more within their own countries, possibly for longer
stays. "I will go on the record to say that travel will never, ever go back
to the way it was pre-COVID; it just won't," Chesky told Kia
Kokalitcheva and me by Zoom from his home in San Francisco.
Chesky, said Airbnb data shows these trends: "People are not getting
on airplanes, they're not crossing borders, they're not meaningfully
traveling to cities, they're not traveling for business." "They're getting in
cars. They're traveling to communities that are 200 miles away or less.
These are usually very small communities. They're staying in homes
and they're staying longer."


Airbnb co-founder and CEO Brian Chesky says travel may never be the same.


“The pandemic is doing to credit cards what iTunes did to CDs” via
Mike Murphy of Protocol — People who rarely bought things online are
now ordering all their groceries via Instacart, and the few times they've


Corona economics



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhhhkld-edrdjlhjd-ir/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhhhkld-edrdjlhjd-iy/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhhhkld-edrdjlhjd-ij/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhhhkld-edrdjlhjd-it/





gone outside they've likely also turned to digital and contactless
payment methods. Much of that behavior is likely to stick around once
life returns to normal. The trend away from cash and plastic toward
digital payments was well underway before the pandemic. But plastic
cards may soon be a relic in much the same way that someone who still
collects CDs is seen as anachronistic. Even countries that don't have
the digital infrastructure of Square terminals and contactless receivers
are going digital, through QR codes, wearables and simple
smartphones.


  


“How the world missed COVID-19’s silent spread” via Matt Apuzzo,
Selam Gebrekidan and David D. Kirkpatrick of The New York Times —
Camilla Rothe was about to leave for dinner when the government
laboratory called with the surprising test result. She had just discovered
Germany’s first case of the new coronavirus. But the diagnosis made
no sense. Her patient, a business owner from a nearby auto parts
company, could have been infected by only one person: a colleague
visiting from China. And that colleague should not have been
contagious. The visitor had seemed perfectly healthy during her stay in
Germany. No coughing or sneezing, no signs of fatigue or fever during
two days of long meetings. Scientists at the time believed that only
people with symptoms could spread the coronavirus. Interviews with
doctors and public health officials in more than a dozen countries show
that for two crucial months Western health officials and political leaders
played down or denied the risk of symptomless spreading.


Due to asymptomatic carriers, the silent spread of COVID-19 went undetected by
many — until it was too late.


More corona
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“More than 500,000 people have died from coronavirus worldwide
as infections continue to surge” via William Feuer of CNBC — The
coronavirus has now killed more than 500,000 people around the world
as the number of confirmed infections exceeded 10 million. The United
States accounts for more than 20% of all reported deaths caused by
COVID-19, more than any other country in the world. Earlier this month,
the World Health Organization warned the pandemic is accelerating on
a global level, adding that the outbreak has entered a “new and
dangerous phase.” There are still no drugs approved by the FDA to
treat COVID-19. However, researchers have found some success in
hastening recovery among patients with Gilead’s remdesivir.


“Europe prepares to reopen to foreign travelers, but Americans
don’t even figure into the discussion” via Michael Birnbaum and
Quentin Ariès of The Washington Post — European diplomats are
poised to approve an agreement on which foreign travelers they want to
welcome starting July 1 as the European Union reopens its external
borders for the first time since March. But with the coronavirus still
raging in the United States, the possibility of allowing American tourists
hasn't even figured into the discussion, according to six diplomats
familiar with the talks. E.U. countries were among the world’s hardest-
hit by the pandemic this spring, but most now have the virus under
control and have been willing to consider opening their borders to other
countries where the novel coronavirus is similarly in check. The
decision underscores the perception here that the United States has
failed in its coronavirus response.


“U.K. tour operator scraps Florida visits over Disney measures” via
The Associated Press — Europe’s biggest travel and tourism company,
TUI, is canceling all holidays to Florida from the U.K. until December
following the introduction of new hygiene rules at Walt Disney World
Resort, including the mandatory use of face coverings. The firm said it
made the decision because the new regulations would “significantly
impact the holiday experience” for its customers. TUI said it “commits to
only operating holidays where it’s able to guarantee an enjoyable,
relaxing and safe holiday without significant changes at their
destination.” Customers are being offered alternatives, including
delaying their trip until next year or changing their destination. TUI is
also offering a full refund.
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Tour operators are scrapping trips to Walt Disney World until the COVID-19
pandemic settles down.


“In search of lost time” via Mary Laura Philpott of The Washington
Post — Getting back on track in fits and starts and, eventually, a crush
of makeup dates comes with its own disorienting kind of stress. We
have entered the rescheduling phase of the pandemic: Nothing is
happening when it’s supposed to, but it all has to happen sometime.
Trying to restart the parts of life that have been on hold because of the
pandemic feels more like doing a thousand-piece jigsaw puzzle while
the picture on the box keeps changing. Most of us have had our
timetables scrambled before. We’ve adjusted our path forward as
necessary, and we can do it again. We’ll just need to swap pen for
pencil as we make plans.
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“Twelve minutes and a life” via Mitchell S. Jackson of Runner’s World
— Ahmaud “Maud” Arbery jogged alone on the day he was killed. A
buckshot blast hit Maud in the chest, puncturing his right lung, ribs, and
sternum. Per the police report, Gregory McMichael rolls Maud from
prostrate to his back to check for a weapon. He checks despite the fact
that Maud hasn’t brandished or fired a gun during any part of his flight,
not even when caught between two armed white men and what he
couldn’t have known was an unarmed white man behind him.


Ahmaud “Maud” Arbery was jogging alone when two white men killed him, setting
off angry protests.


“How Donald Trump and the Black Lives Matter movement
changed white voters’ minds” via Astead W. Herndon and Dionne
Searcey of The New York Times — A majority of American voters
support the demonstrations against police brutality and racial injustice
that have roiled the country over the past month. Fifty-nine percent of
voters, including 52 percent of white voters, believe the death of
George Floyd at the hands of the police in Minneapolis was “part of a
broader pattern of excessive police violence toward African Americans,”
the poll found. The Black Lives Matter movement and the police had
similar favorability ratings, with 44 percent of registered voters having a
“very favorable” view of the movement, almost identical to the 43
percent rating for the police.


“After announcing modest police reforms, Trump pivots quickly to
a law-and-order message in appeal to his base” via David Nakamura


Smoldering
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and Peter Hermann The Washington Post — Over the past week,
Trump has signed an executive order to protect public monuments and
statues from vandalism. He accused a Black Lives Matter leader of
committing “treason.” He threatened a federal crackdown on protesters
and vowed “retribution” against vandals, whom he labeled “terrorists.”
And he praised a version of New York City’s “stop-and-frisk” policing
strategy that was phased out years ago. The president’s posture comes
as he has sought to energize his conservative political base in response
to polls that show diminishing public approval over his handling of both
the racial justice protests and the coronavirus pandemic.


“Peaceful march across downtown Miami ends in tear gas from
police, fleeing protesters” via Andres VIglucci, Bianca Padró Ocasio
and Devoun Cetoute of the Miami Herald — What started as a peaceful
downtown Miami protest calling for the defunding of police, ended with
Miami officers blocking Interstate 395 from an oncoming crowd, tear
gas being used and protesters running away screaming and in tears. It
is unclear if there were any injuries, but one video shows a women
being carried off the interstate as she screams in pain. One protester in
that video says police were deploying tear gas.


“Tampa police investigating car vs. protest incident; St. Pete
march ends peacefully” via Josh Solomon, Juan Carlos Chavez, Luis
Santana, Dan Sullivan, Peter Talbot, Margo Snipe, Austin Fast, Claire
McNeill and Ivy Ceballo of the Tampa Bay Times — A sweltering
Saturday didn’t stop people from taking to the streets, from Pinellas to
Hillsborough to Pasco counties, to march, demonstrate, rally, or even
paint. In St. Petersburg, on a day when tens of thousands should be
crowding the streets of downtown for the annual St. Pete Pride parade
and celebration, about a 100 or so instead held an LGBTQ+ and Black
Lives Matter solidarity march. In Tampa, about 40 or so people painted
a “Unity Mural” designed by Cam Parker at the intersection of E
Henderson Avenue and N Franklin Street.


“Meet St. Pete’s accidental protest leader, who found he has
something to say” via Jack Evans and Josh Solomon of the Tampa
Bay Times — In Tampa, and in many other U.S. cities, recent protests
have been decentralized, with no single leader. But Terron Gland soon
became the de facto leader in St. Petersburg. He pushed the group in a
new direction, away from the police station. He said he wasn’t
protesting out of anger — that wasn’t what he felt watching the video of
Floyd. “I just see it as another Black man who got killed by white people
in the United States,” he said. Gland felt compelled to inject some
positivity into the group. In front of the police station, on the streets
downtown, by City Hall, he started talking about love and peace.


“Orlando entertainment community rallies in support of Black
artists” via Lisa Maria Garza of the Orlando Sentinel — Standing on
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the steps of City Hall on Sunday, a trio of female singers performed “Lift
Every Voice and Sing,” the hymn commonly known as the “Black
national anthem” in front of about 100 people gathered to support Black
people in the arts and entertainment industry. The event began at Lake
Eola Park, the site of many protests this month after the death of Floyd.
The goal of the event was to prompt tough conversations and raise
awareness about the marginalization and discrimination endured by
Black artists.


“Punta Gorda Isles man faces charges after hurling racial slurs,
spitting on woman” via Erika Jackson and Jackie Winchester of WINK
— A Punta Gorda Isles man is facing charges after two women said he
shouted racial slurs at them and spit in one’s face. The encounter
happened when the women were picking mangoes. They said Donald
Mueller stopped his car, yelled a slew of obscenities, then let his spit
fly. “When he screamed at me ‘Black lives don’t matter,’ I was beyond
myself,” said Leiya R., of Volusia County. “And then physically spit in
my face.” Mueller faces charges of burglary and battery as well as a
hate crime charge. He has been released on a $2,000 bond. Leiya
hopes that sharing their story will promote unity.
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“Trump administration’s move to end Obamacare amid pandemic
reignites political fight” via Seung Min Kim and Karoun Demirjian of
The Washington Post — The Trump administration touched off another
politically charged battle over the future of Obamacare with its latest
maneuver to dismantle the law amid a pandemic, a move that
Democrats immediately weaponized for competitive campaigns this fall
and few Republicans defended. The brief filed to the Supreme Court in
a high-profile case brought by GOP state attorneys general undercuts
Trump’s repeated pledges to ensure coverage for people with
preexisting conditions as his administration and the broader Republican
Party seek to wipe away that protection. Trump vowed as recently as
last weekend, at a campaign rally in Tulsa, that he would “always
protect patients with preexisting conditions, always, always.”


D.C. matters
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Even during a pandemic, Donald Trump is pushing ahead with the politically
questionable push to end the ACA.


—“Trump’s push to end the ACA could roil politics in Miami,
Obamacare capital of the U.S.” via David Smiley and Daniel Chang of
the Miami Herald


“Mike Pence postpones Florida, Arizona campaign events as
coronavirus cases spike” via Evan Semones of POLITICO — Pence
has postponed campaign events in Florida and Arizona “out of an
abundance of caution” as both states experience a spike in coronavirus
cases, a Trump campaign spokesperson confirmed. Pence was set to
make stops in each state this coming week as a part of his “Faith in
America” tour, and will also not appear at an additional Florida event
Thursday organized by the pro-Trump group America First Policies.


“Coronavirus cases have sharply declined in the D.C. region. But
as the area reopens, officials expect a surge.” via Antonio Olivo,
Rachel Chason and Kyle Swenson of The Washington Post — The
District, Maryland and Virginia are not yet seeing the spikes underway
in some southern and Western states that reopened faster, and with
fewer restrictions, than states on the East Coast. But as Virginia
prepares to enter a Stage 3 reopening on July 1, with Maryland and the
District likely to follow soon after, experts say there is little doubt that
some kind of surge will happen soon. “There’s nothing that’s changed
about the virus,” said Joshua Sharfstein, vice dean for public health
practice and community engagement at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health. “We’re the ones changing. As we’re reopening,
it’s just so important to be vigilant.”


“Marco Rubio brings out the American Citizen Coronavirus Relief
Act” via Kevin Derby of Florida Daily — Rubio, introduced a proposal to
reform the “Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES)
Act” to help Americans married to foreign nationals. “No American
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should be denied a federal stimulus check because they are married to
a foreign national who is not a U.S. citizen,” Rubio said. “In March I
worked to pass the bipartisan CARES Act to provide economic stimulus
payments to North Carolina as we battle this pandemic,” Thom Tillis
said.


  


“DeSantis signs into law bill to speed up recounts” via The
Associated Press — The law gives the supervisors of elections in the
state’s 67 counties the option of employing auditing systems that are
separate from the machines and software used for the initial ballot
counts. Critics urged him to veto the bill, saying they were concerned
about the possibility of tampering because only one vendor is currently
eligible to supply the machines and software. They also maintained the
new system can be risky because it relies on digital images of the
original paper ballots.


A new law signed by Ron DeSantis would speed up the recount process, a move
that critics warn is filled with potential problems.


“DeSantis signs 15 bills, budget awaits action” via the News Service
of Florida — DeSantis signed 15 bills from this year’s Legislative
Session, including a measure aimed at helping protect firefighters from
cancer-causing chemicals. Most of the newly signed measures were
low profile during the Session that ended in March, but the firefighter-
protection bill (SB 1092) had support from state Chief Financial Officer
Jimmy Patronis. The bill sets up a program that will provide grants to
local fire departments to buy equipment and provide training to help
shield firefighters from exposure to cancer-causing chemicals.
“Floridians depend on their local firefighters every day to come to their
aid at a moment’s notice,” Sen. Aaron Bean, a Fernandina Beach
Republican who sponsored the measure with Rep. Elizabeth


Statewide
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Fetterhoff.


— “DeSantis signs 15 bills including streamlining Space Florida
financing” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics


— “DeSantis approves fund to limit firefighter cancer” via Renzo
Downey of Florida Politics


“Regulators eye plan on utility pandemic costs” via the News
Service of Florida — The Florida Public Service Commission should
approve a plan that could lead to Gulf Power Co. eventually recouping
coronavirus-related costs from customers. Gulf, the largest utility in
Northwest Florida, said in a filing it received about $6 million less in
customer bill payments in April than it ordinarily would have collected
during the month. About $2.1 million is considered “bad debt,” up from
the historical average for April of about $300,000, the company said.
Also, the utility said it had millions of dollars in costs for safety-related
measures stemming from the pandemic, including monitoring the health
and temperatures of employees and contractors at power plants and
other facilities and buying personal-protective equipment such as
masks and gloves.


“Brace for insurance shock: Windstorm premiums are soaring in
Florida again” via Alex Harris of the Miami Herald — Home insurance
is getting a whole lot more expensive, a wallet punch for residents of a
state that already has the highest property insurance rates in the nation,
not to mention a staggering unemployment problem from a surging
pandemic. Major insurance companies are raising windstorm premiums
in Florida as much as 33 percent and dropping tens of thousands of
customers, signaling an end to the nearly decadelong lull in prices. At
the same time, some companies also are canceling thousands of home
policies to reduce risks of corporate losses. This year, reinsurance
prices rose by an estimated 26 percent.


“Florida restaurant fined $314K+ for stealing tips, wages” via The
Associated Press — Federal officials say a Florida restaurant chain with
six locations has been fined more than $314,500 for taking employee
tips and wages. The U.S. Department of Labor reported that the
Vietnamese chain Pho 79 “illegally diverted” federal overtime pay and
tips for 65 employees. On average, the fine would come out to about
$4,800 per employee. The Labor Department found that Pho 79 had a
number of violations, including forcing some employees to work virtually
unlimited hours, taking all tips from workers and did not keep a record
of employee hours worked.
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“Trump admits it: He's losing” via Alex Isenstadt of POLITICO — The
president has privately come to that grim realization in recent days amid
a mountain of bad polling and warnings from some of his staunchest
allies that he's on course to be a one-term president. Trump has
endured what aides describe as the worst stretch of his presidency,
marred by widespread criticism over his response to the coronavirus
pandemic and nationwide racial unrest. His rally in Oklahoma last
weekend, his first since March, turned out to be an embarrassment
when he failed to fill the arena. Trump has time to rebound, and the
political environment could improve for him. But interviews with more
than a half-dozen people close to the president depicted a reelection
effort badly in need of direction and an unfocused candidate who
repeatedly undermines himself.


2020
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Even Donald Trump is starting to admit he's losing.


“Trump faces mounting defections from a once-loyal group: Older
white voters” via Alexander Burns and Katie Glueck of The New York
Times — Republican presidential candidates typically carry older voters
by solid margins, and in his first campaign Trump bested Hillary
Clinton by seven percentage points with voters over 65. He won white
seniors by nearly triple that margin. Today, Trump and Joe Biden are
tied among seniors, according to a poll of registered voters. In the six
most important battleground states, Biden has established a clear
upper hand, leading Trump by six percentage points among the oldest
voters and nearly matching the president’s support among whites in
that age group. That is no small advantage for Biden.


“The Lincoln Project is trolling Trump. But can it sway voters?” via
Tina Nguyen and Elena Schneider of POLITICO — Reed Galen knew
you can trigger a Trump freakout with a little bit of planning and pop
psychology. Galen co-founded the Lincoln Project, an anti-Trump PAC
run by Republicans, with the goal of convincing Americans to vote
against him in November. What they hadn’t expected, though, was that
Trump would single out nearly every person involved in the Lincoln
Project by name. The Lincoln Project has successfully established itself
as a squatter in Trump’s mental space, thanks to several factors:
members each boasting hundreds of thousands of social media
followers, rapidly cut ads that respond to current events and a single-
minded focus on buying airtime wherever Trump is most likely to be
binging cable news that day, whether it’s the D.C. market or his golf
courses across the country.


“Workers removed thousands of social distancing stickers before
Trump’s Tulsa rally, according to video and a person familiar with
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the setup” via Joshua Partlow and Josh Dawsey of The Washington
Post — In the hours before Trump’s rally in Tulsa, his campaign
directed the removal of thousands of “Do Not Sit Here, Please!” stickers
from seats in the arena that were intended to establish social distance
between rallygoers. The removal contradicted instructions from the
management of the BOK Center, the 19,000-seat arena in downtown
Tulsa where Trump held his rally on June 20. As the crowd entered the
day of the rally, the Trump campaign handed out masks and small
bottles of “Make America Great Again 2020” branded hand sanitizer.
Trump had wanted every seat packed, and he told advisers coming in
on Air Force One and at the arena, he was displeased that the crowd
was not larger.


“Kamala Harris once went after Joe Biden, but now there’s only
bonhomie as the vice-presidential tryouts continue” via Sean
Sullivan and Annie Linskey of The Washington Post — Harris last year
unleashed one of the most searing attacks of the Democratic
presidential primary against Biden, his wife, Jill Biden, called it the
“biggest surprise” of the race. Even eight months later, the former
second lady said it was “like a punch to the gut.” On Friday, a far
different dynamic was on display. Harris smiled broadly as she
introduced Jill Biden as “our next first lady.” Jill Biden closed her eyes
and put her hands over her heart as she recalled how Harris’s op-ed on
Black maternal health touched her. Some aides and associates of
Biden and Harris said the tension between the two camps started to
recede with the passage of time.


“Florida Democrats recoil at Karen Bass VP float” via Marc Caputo
of POLITICO — Florida Democrats are rising in opposition to the news
Joe Biden is vetting a running mate who once lamented the death of
“Comandante en Jefe” Fidel Castro. An early ally of Biden's
presidential campaign, Bass’ name surfaced this week as a possible
vice-presidential pick who could help balance his ticket because of her
deep progressive roots and her activism against police brutality, an
emerging issue in the presidential race. Bass‘ comments about the
longtime Cuban leader following his death in 2016 are politically
poisonous in Florida and even more toxic in Miami. Bass’ congressional
office pointed out that her remarks were similar to those made by
President Barack Obama at a time when the U.S. sought better
relations with Cuba.
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Rep. Karen Bass' name as a VP pick is causing distress among Florida
Democrats.


“Facebook to label all rule-breaking posts — even Trump’s” via
Barbara Ortutay of The Associated Press — Facebook said that it will
flag all “newsworthy” posts from politicians that break its rules, including
those from Trump. Separately, Facebook’s stock dropped more than
8%, erasing roughly $50 billion from its market valuation, after the
European company behind brands such as Ben & Jerry’s and Dove
announced it would boycott Facebook ads through the end of the year
over the amount of hate speech and divisive rhetoric on its platform.
Later in the day, Coca-Cola also announced it joined the boycott for at
least 30 days. Now, Facebook is all but certain to face off with the
president the next time he posts something the company deems to be
violating its rules.


  


“DeSantis doesn’t rule out masks for Jacksonville GOP
convention” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — As Jacksonville
Mayor Curry faces scrutiny for not issuing a mask mandate, DeSantis
isn’t guaranteeing the Republican National Convention will also go
maskless. The Republican National Committee moved its nominating
convention for Trump from the originally-planned host city Charlotte,
North Carolina, in part because the state wouldn’t promise a maskless
convention without social distancing. With the convention now in
Jacksonville, Curry has made clear the city won’t require masks in the
meantime. But when asked about requiring masks at the convention,
DeSantis didn’t make the same guarantee.


“Can Trump beat the Florida convention curse?” via Craig Pittman
of POLITICO — The RNC will mark the fifth time that a political
convention has been held in Florida at the height of the state’s molten
summer. The first three, all held in Miami Beach, were marred by riots,


Convention countdown
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major political miscalculations and the kind of odd behavior that has
become the hallmark of everything connected with Florida. The last
one, held eight years ago in Tampa, was even wilder. Even before it
begins, the Jacksonville convention is already under a cloud. The
dream of a full-scale, old-fashioned spectacle to celebrate Trump’s
nomination seems liable to turn into a nightmare scenario.


Florida RNCs were not exactly good omens.


“About 200 Florida doctors sign open letter to Mayor Lenny Curry
calling RNC hosting 'medically disrespectful to citizens'” via Erica
Santiago of First Coast News — About 200 Florida-based doctors,
including many from the First Coast, signed an open letter to Curry,
calling for the Republican National Convention in Jacksonville to be
postponed and for the use of masks to be mandated in the city. The
letter notes that more than 40,000 people are expected to attend the
RNC from all over the country. "Allowing this number of people to
descend on Jacksonville is unequivocally provocative of disease,
predictably harmful, and medically disrespectful to the citizens of this
city, much less the rest of the country," the letter said. Doctors also
warn there will be an increase in COVID-19-related hospitalizations,
long-term health problems and deaths as a result of the convention.
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“Judge chips away at mail-in ballots case” via Dara Kam of the News
Service of Florida — A federal judge tossed out an effort by left-leaning
groups to require county elections officials to pay for postage for mail-in
ballots. U.S. District Judge Robert Hinkle held a status conference in
preparation for a July 20 trial in the case. The trial is expected to last at
least 10 days and will come a little more than three months before the
November elections. In one of the lawsuits, the organization Priorities
USA and other plaintiffs have urged the judge to extend a deadline for
mail-in ballots to be returned and require free postage for the ballots.
They’re also challenging a provision in Florida law restricting paid
workers from collecting mail-in ballots.


“Amanda Makki shores up support among veterans” via Florida
Politics — Republican congressional candidate Makki announced
another wave of endorsements from veterans in her bid to flip CD 13.
The bulk endorsement included many names more familiar for their
service in Congress than the military. Topping the list: Iowa U.S. Sen.


More from the trail
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Joni Ernst, the first female combat veteran ever elected to the U.S.
Senate. The campaign also touted endorsements from U.S. Rep. Neal
Dunn, a retired Army Major and U.S. Rep. Michael Waltz, a veteran of
the War in Afghanistan and the first Green Beret elected to Congress.
Perhaps the most unique endorsement on the brag board: Robert
O’Neill, the member of Navy SEAL Team 6 who claims to have fired
the shot that killed Osama bin Laden.


Amanda Makki is courting the veteran vote in CD 13.


“Business relationship to doc found with child porn dogs William
Figlesthaler” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — A business partner
of Naples Republican congressional candidate Figlesthaler was
arrested on child pornography charges eight years ago. Reports from
the time show Figlesthaler, a Naples urologist, quickly severed ties with
Dr. Nicholas Franco, a physician at the practice. But the association
with someone connected to such a disturbing crime is creating
problems for Figlesthaler’s campaign for Congress as he runs on his
private-sector record as a successful business owner. Figlesthaler’s
campaign says a past employee’s conviction shouldn’t reflect poorly on
the candidate. Spokespeople for the campaign say it’s inappropriate to
report on the years-old case now.


“Senate Republicans demand Heather Fitzenhagen fire staff, stop
‘baseless attacks’” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Senate
Republican leadership says Fitzenhagen needs to fire her campaign
consultants or face their wrath. Hours after launching a television ad
comparing the Fort Myers Republican to Nancy Pelosi and blasting her
record on immigration and gun control, the Florida Republican
Senatorial Campaign Committee issued a public ultimatum. “While
Fitzenhagen is free to enter any race she chooses, her attempts to
destroy the GOP majority must end now,” reads an email from the
committee. Republican leadership, including Simpson and Senate
Majority Leader Kathleen Passidomo, last year endorsed Estero
Republican Ray Rodrigues for the seat.


Down ballot
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“SEIU Florida endorses Daniella Levine Cava in Miami-Dade
County mayoral contest” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — The
Florida chapter of the Service Employees International Union, one the
state’s largest unions, is endorsing Levine Cava in the 2020 race for
Miami-Dade County Mayor. Representatives from SEIU Florida
announced their decision at a Friday morning news conference at
Jackson Memorial Hospital. “Daniella Levine Cava’s life’s work in the
private and public sector proves she is that fighter and is unwavering in
her commitment to stand alongside working families in their pursuit of a
better life,” said registered nurse Martha Baker, president of SEIU
Florida.


"Jean Monestime endorses fellow commissioner Levine Cava in
Miami-Dade mayoral race” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Miami-
Dade Commissioner Jean Monestime is endorsing his colleague,
Levine Cava, in the 2020 contest to be the next Mayor of Miami-Dade
County. “I have served with Commissioner Daniella Levine Cava for
years and she has earned my trust and respect,” Monestime said.
“From the day she joined the dais, Daniella brought a sense of purpose
and mission to deliver for our community with strong ethics and
integrity.” Monestime mounted his own bid for the office after filing last
fall. He withdrew his name from the running in April. Commissioner
Monestime isn’t the only new supporter for Levine Cava’s campaign.
Former Chairman of the Public Health Trust Larry Handfield also says
he’ll back Levine Cava.


Miami-Dade Commissioner Jean Monestime is putting his support behind his
colleague Daniella Levine-Cava for Miami-Dade Mayor.


“Six current and former female officials endorse Alex Penelas for
Miami-Dade Mayor” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Six new
current and former female elected officials are backing former Miami-
Dade County Mayor Penelas as he seeks a return to that job. Sunny



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhhhkld-edrdjlhjd-od/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhhhkld-edrdjlhjd-od/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhhhkld-edrdjlhjd-oh/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhhhkld-edrdjlhjd-oh/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhhhkld-edrdjlhjd-ok/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhhhkld-edrdjlhjd-ou/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhhhkld-edrdjlhjd-ou/





Isles Beach Vice Mayor Larisa Svechin, Virginia Gardens
Councilwoman Debra Conover, North Miami Beach Commissioner
Barbara Kramer and North Miami Beach Commissioner Fortuna
Smukler are endorsing Penelas’ bid. Former Hialeah Councilwoman
Isis Garcia-Martinez and former Coral Gables Commissioner
Jeannette Slesnick also say they’ll back Penelas, who held the
mayoral post from 1996-2004.


“She hasn’t charged a cop for a fatal shooting in 27 years. Amid
protests, election nears.” via David Ovalle and David Smiley of the
Miami Herald — The statistic has been chanted at rallies, printed on
fliers and posted on tweets: During 27 years in office, State Attorney
Katherine Fernández Rundle has never charged a cop for a fatal
shooting while on duty. Since 2016 alone 73 police shootings, fatal and
nonfatal, have come up for review before her office. Fifty-four are
closed. Eighteen remain open. Just one resulted in a criminal charge.
Her office has charged plenty of officers for other crimes. But as
protests against police brutality have unfolded across the United States,
and Fernández Rundle seeks an eighth full term as Miami-Dade’s top
law enforcement officer, her record on police shooting cases and in-
custody deaths have emerged as the central theme of the campaign.


  


First on #FlaPol — “Ruth’s List Florida taps new interim CEO” via
Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — The Ruth’s List Florida Board of
Directors named Barbara Zdravecky as the organization’s new interim
CEO effective retroactively to June 24. “Barbara is widely respected, a
consummate professional and deeply committed to women’s rights. We
are thrilled she will lead us through this historic election cycle” said
Board Chairperson, Sen. Arthenia Joyner. Zdravecky previously
served for 24 years as the CEO of Planned Parenthood of Southwest
and Central Florida. She also coordinated the merger of the Orlando
and Collier County affiliates to expand the regional organization to
service more than 45,000 patients in 22 counties. Prior to Planned
Parenthood, Zdravecky worked in hospital administration, and as a
psychiatric nurse.


Personnel note
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Barbara Zdravecky is the new interim CEO of Ruth's List. Image via Sarasota
Magazine.
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“Joe Biden’s best Veep pick is obvious” via Frank Bruni of The New
York Times — Whatever his wobbles, Biden has, from the start of his
presidential campaign, got one thing exactly right: The 2020 election is
a battle for the soul of America. That’s not just a pretty slogan. It’s the
stomach-knotting truth and it’s the frame he should use for choosing his
running mate. It’s why he should pick Sen. Tammy Duckworth. She’s
best described by words that are musty relics in his venal and
vainglorious circle: “sacrifice,” “honor,” “humility.” Duckworth, a former
Army lieutenant colonel who lost both of her legs during combat duty in
Iraq, is a choice that makes exquisite emotional and moral sense.
Largely, but not entirely, because of that, she makes strategic sense,
too.


Top opinion


  


“You want a Confederate monument? My body is a confederate


Opinions
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monument” via Caroline Randall Williams of The New York Times — If
there are those who want to remember the legacy of the Confederacy, if
they want monuments, well, then, my body is a monument. My skin is a
monument. I am a Black, Southern woman, and of my immediate white
male ancestors, all of them were rapists. My very existence is a relic of
slavery and Jim Crow. As far as family history has always told, and as
modern DNA testing has allowed me to confirm, I am the descendant of
Black women who were domestic servants and white men who raped
their help. What is a monument but a standing memory? An artifact to
make tangible the truth of the past. My body and blood are a tangible
truth of the South and its past.


  


Number crunchers at the Florida Department of Health keep cranking
out dismal news: The state set a record for coronavirus cases Friday,
then we broke that record Saturday. And it was almost as bad Sunday.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


Today's Sunrise
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— Over the past three days, the state reported more than 27,000 new
cases of COVID-19. For context, consider this: Almost 20% of all the
cases reported in Florida over the past three months took place over
the last three days. But Gov. DeSantis says it’s not because Florida
reopened too soon.


— The state reported 258 new deaths in the past week … bringing the
total number of Florida fatalities to 3,518.


— Time is running out for the Governor to sign the new state budget
and the coronavirus is making his job a lot tougher. State tax collections
dropped by almost $800 million in May alone.


— Things are getting nasty in the GOP primary for Senate District 27.
The Republican Senatorial Campaign Committee has begun
campaigning against a fellow Republican because they think she’s
been playing footsie with the Democrats.


— Florida Chamber of Commerce President Mark Wilson says
business leaders need to embrace the calls for change coming from the
Black Lives Matter movement. Wilson believes this the perfect chance
to make a difference in Florida’s poorest communities.


— What better time to have a baby than the middle of a campaign for
Congress amid a public health crisis. Congratulations to Rep. Eagle
and his wife Brooke on the birth of their son Ronin.


— Checking-in with a Florida Man accused of trying to steal an airplane
for a cross-country visit to his girlfriend.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“How an app for discovering Black-owned restaurants is dealing
with skyrocketing demand” via Emily Birnbaum of Protocol —
EatOkra's mission is to connect users with Black-owned restaurants in
their area. It's not a delivery service; it explicitly points users toward
apps like DoorDash or Seamless when restaurants have that option.


Aloe
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But this latest flurry of attention has catapulted EatOkra from a hobby
app to a "professional" service. And suddenly, the app also has
competition. Earlier this month, UberEats added a feature that compiles
local Black-owned restaurants and waives delivery fees for orders from
them through 2020.


“Majors confronting short time period before opening day” via Jay
Cohen of The Associated Press — When major leaguers report next
week for spring training 2.0, or perhaps more accurately, baseball’s first
summer camp, time will be one precious commodity with about three
weeks to go before opening day. “We’re going to have some live batting
practices the first day they show up. Day 1 and Day 2. ... Multiple ups
for the starters,” Kansas City manager Mike Matheny said on a video
conference call. “These guys are prepared for that. They’ve been
hungry for it.” All across the majors, the race is on to set up travel plans
and work out the final details for training ahead of an unforgiving
season of just 60 games. After intake coronavirus tests and a
mandatory quarantine period, while awaiting results, full-squad
workouts likely will begin next weekend.


Kansas City Royals manager Mike Matheny pauses in the dugout before a spring
training baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks. When major leaguers
report next week for spring training 2.0 — or perhaps more accurately, baseball's


first summer camp — time will be one precious commodity with about three weeks
before opening day. Image via AP.


“'The Simpsons' to recast characters of color, 'Family Guy' actor
stops voicing Black role” via Rick Porter of The Hollywood Reporter
— In a big shift, the producers of The Simpsons say they'll no longer
use white actors to play characters of color on the long-running
animated series. Additionally, one of the principal voice actors on
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Family Guy says he'll stop playing the show's main Black character.
"Moving forward, The Simpsons will no longer have White actors voice
non-White characters," the show said in a statement. The move by The
Simpsons represents a major shift for the show, which for years
resisted calls that a South Asian actor take over the role of Apu from
Hank Azaria. Azaria has since stopped voicing Apu.


“Disney’s live-action ‘Mulan’ officially pushed back again!” via
Rebekah Barton of Inside the Magic — The Walt Disney Company
confirmed that Mulan will now release in theaters on August 21, 2020.
The latest Disney live-action remake was originally slated for a March
27 release then moved to a July 24, 2020, theatrical debut. It still seems
as if Disney intends to release Mulan to movie theaters instead of
sending it straight to Disney+, which was also rumored at one point and
seemed to gain steam following the streaming release of Artemis Fowl.
Many major North American theater chains, such as struggling AMC
and Cinemark, planned their phased reopening processes around the
July releases of Disney’s Mulan and Nolan’s thrilled Tenet. Warner
Bros. has also delayed Tenet’s release date, pushing the movie to
August 12.


Disney's 'Mulan' gets yet another delay.


“Disney World fans sweep up passes for reopening theme parks”
via DeWayne Bevil of the Orlando Sentinel — Walt Disney World’s
annual passholders moved in swiftly Friday morning to pick up the
coveted passes that will grant them access to the theme parks when
they start reopening next month. By 6:30 a.m., the online system
indicated there were no further reservations for passholders on July 11,
the opening day for the Magic Kingdom and Disney’s Animal Kingdom.
The reservation process is a new wrinkle in the Disney World
experience. All visitors, including annual passholders, must have a
“park pass” reservation for a specific day along with an admission ticket
or valid annual pass. Park hopping will not be allowed, at least
temporarily, upon Disney World’s reopening.


  Happy birthday
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Celebrating today is top operative, Christian Ulvert. Belated birthday
wishes to egg farmer Wilton Simpson, Sen. Lori Berman, as well as
Leticia Adams of Disney, Brian Bailey of I Love the Burg, former St.
Petersburg Mayor Rick Baker, entrepreneur Tony DeSisto, and Tara
Laxer.
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https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-e-xhhhkld-edrdjlhjd-y/






From: County Health Systems
To: Allbritton, Kimberly; Allicock, Dawn; Alonso, Alina M; Bencie, Jennifer L; Blackburn, Claudia P; Boswell, Patricia;


Bryant, Rachel W; Burns, Mary K; Chapman, Karen A; Choe, Ulyee; Ciereck, Christina M.; Collins, Tiffany L;
Cooksey, Adrian; Eadie, Bob; Garcia, Mary L; Hawker, Miranda C; Henry, Charles H; Hess, Erin E; Hinds, Sarah
JQ; Hollingsworth, Colleen M; Holt, Douglas A. (Doug); Holt, Holly; Huffman, Heather E; Jackson, Joy L; Johns,
Amie G; Johnson, Karen S (HolmesCHD); Juarez, Padraic R; Keyes, Becky (County Health Systems); Kissler,
Aaron X; Lander, Mark S; Lanza, John J; Locke, Barbara L; Martin, Sandy K; McCluskey, Vianca; Moffses, Thomas
P; Myers, Paul D; Napier, Mike J.; Napier, Robin; Ngo-Seidel, Eugenia J; Park-O"Hara, Sandra L; Paterniti, Beth
A; Pepe, Joseph D; Perry, Lil S; Pino, Raul; Rolle, Pauline J; Rubio, Tito G.; Rudd, Zo; Rutledge, Laura X;
Sentman, Michael L; Sheats, Claire M; Shipley, Valerie D; Smith, Angela M; Smith, Kathy J; Smith, Rita M;
Snyder, Robert E; Speedling, Sandon S.; Sperber, Clint J.; Stahl, Maria A; Thaqi, Paula M; Vick, Stephanie;
Villalta, Yesenia D; Waldron, Kerry S; Walsh, Donna; Wegener-Vitani, Carol Ann; Zelnick, Sanford D


Cc: Blackmore, Carina; Otis, Aaron
Subject: Daily Summary Report , Wednesday, June 3
Date: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 6:23:28 PM
Attachments: EO 20-139.pdf


6.3.2020 Gov Presentation.pdf
ESF8 Call Notes - 06.03.20.pdf
Merlin Contact Guidance 2020-06-02.pdf


 
The daily summary report of notes from ESF-8 conference calls is attached. Please
share as you deem appropriate. These are being stored on the SharePoint and can
be found here Daily Summary ESF-8 Calls.
 
The contact tracer hiring template will be provided shortly. 
 
Additional attachments:


Governor’s EO 20-139 (Phase 2 Recovery Plan)
Governor’s Press Conference Presentation 06/03/20 (Phase 2 overview starting on
page 37)
Merlin Contact Guidance 2020-06-02


 
 
Thank you,
 
Claire Sheats
Government Analyst
County Health Systems
Florida Department of Health
Office: (850) 245-4243
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FLORIDA’S PLAN AGAINST COVID-19



1. Protect the Vulnerable



2. Increase Testing



3. Promote Social Distancing



4. Support Hospitals and Protect Health Care Workers



5. Prevent Introduction from Outside of the State











Understanding 



which groups are 



most at risk to 



COVID-19











COVID-Related 



Fatalities Ages 0-18: 



ZERO











85% of All COVID-



Related Fatalities 



Have Occurred in 



Age Group 65+











More COVID-



Related Fatalities 



Over Age 90 Than 



Under Age 65











ACTIONS TO PROTECT THE VULNERABLE



Required comprehensive visitor, staff and vendor screening.



▪ Provided long-term care facilities guidance on restricting and 



screening visitors in early March.



▪ Issued an Emergency Order on March 11, requiring comprehensive 



screenings of both staff and visitors at long-term care facilities –



formalized many precautions AHCA already asked residential providers 



to take.











PROTECT THE VULNERABLE (continued)



▪ Mandated face masks be worn by all staff and visitors in facilities on 



March 18. 



▪ Imposed statewide visitor restriction at all long-term care facilities –



issued Emergency Order on March 15.



▪ Prohibited hospitals from discharging COVID-positive residents back to a 



long-term care facility.



▪ Established five COVID-dedicated nursing homes across the state.











COVID-Dedicated Nursing Facilities
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Holmes



Wakulla



MadisonLeon



Gadsden



Jackson
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Liberty



Gulf Franklin



Taylor



Lafayette



Hamilton



Baker



Nassau



Duval



Flagler



Putnam



Clay



Dixie Alachua



Levy



Marion



Volusia



Citrus Lake



Orange



Seminole



Osceola



Polk



Pasco



Manatee
Hardee



Highlands



St. Lucie



Sarasota
De Soto



Charlotte
Glades



Martin



Lee
Hendry



Palm Beach



Collier



Broward



Dade



Hernando



Region 4



Region 2



Region 1



Region 5



Region 3



Region 7



Region 11



Region 9



Region 10



Region 6



Region 8



Duval:  Dolphin Pointe



146 Beds



Escambia:  De Luna Health & 



Rehab Center



47 Beds



Charlotte: Port Charlotte 



Rehabilitation Center



39 Beds



Polk: Consulate/Oakbridge Building



120 Beds



The facilities listed have executed agreements for COVID-dedicated buildings and/or wings.



Broward: NSPIRE Healthcare 



Lauderhill



60 Beds











PROTECT THE VULNERABLE (continued)



Long-Term Care (LTC) Facility Monitoring & On-Site Visits 



▪ RAPID EMERGENCY SUPPORT TEAMS (REST):



Deployed to over 581 facilities to assist with infection prevention and control



▪ VETERAN ADMINISTRATION (VA) TEAMS:



Assisted at 49 long-term care facilities serving 5,761 patients



▪ AHCA INSPECTIONS: 



Nearly 1,500 onsite visits and more than 17,000 calls to residential providers



▪ AMBULANCE ASSESSMENT TEAMS:



Visited over 3,900 facilities to complete needs assessments 











PROTECT THE VULNERABLE (continued)



Personal Protective Equipment Distribution



▪ To date, DEM has delivered:



▪ More than 10 million masks



▪ 1 million gloves



▪ More than 500,000 face shields 



▪ 160,000 gowns











TESTING











1 MILLION+ PEOPLE TESTED IN FL



Florida has tested 1,050,671 people,



which is 1 for every 20 people. 



% of tests that come back positive for new cases in 



the last two weeks has ranged between 0.62% and 



5.69%.



In Florida, 94% to 99% of people who are tested are 



coming back negative.











PROACTIVE TESTING IN LONG-TERM 
CARE FACILITIES



Florida National Guard (FLNG) and Florida Department of Health (DOH) 



Teams have tested more than 106,000 residents and staff in 1,415 facilities.



Mobile Testing Lab deployed to further assist the state’s proactive testing 



efforts; the lab can support up to 500 tests per day with a 45-minute 



turnaround.



▪ Began conducting testing the first week of May in Miami-Dade County 



and has tested more than 3,900 long-term care staff and residents to 



date.











WALK-UP TESTING SITES HELP ENSURE 



ACCESS IN UNDERSERVED AREAS



More than 44,629 tests have been conducted to-date at our 



17 state-supported walk-up sites:



▪ Miramar, Broward County



▪ Mitchell Moore Park, Broward County



▪ North Lauderdale, Broward County



▪ Urban League, Broward County



▪ Legends Center, Duval County



▪ Lee Davis Community Resource Center, 



Hillsborough County



▪ SouthShore Community Resource Center, 



Hillsborough County



▪ FAMU Bragg Memorial Football Stadium, Leon 



County



▪ Holy Family Catholic Church, Dade County



▪ Opa-Locka, Dade County



▪ Lakeside Hospital, Palm Beach County



▪ Orange County (mobile testing unit rotates every day to new site):



▪ Jay Blanchard Park



▪ South Econ Community Park



▪ Camping World Stadium



▪ Barnett Park



▪ West Orange Park



▪ Legacy Middle School, Orange County



▪ Lakemont Elementary School, Orange County



▪ Robert L. Taylor Community Center, Sarasota County



▪ Florida Atlantic University, Palm Beach County 



▪ Lincoln Park, Manatee County











DRIVE-THRU TESTING SITES



Drive-thru sites have the capacity for 400-750 tests per day 



and have performed over 203,000 tests to-date across our 15 



state-supported sites:



▪ Miami Hard Rock Stadium, Dade County



▪ Marlins Stadium, Dade County



▪ Miami Beach Convention Center, Dade County



▪ CB Smith Park, Broward County



▪ War Memorial, Broward County



▪ FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches, Palm Beach 



County



▪ South County Civic Center Delray Beach, Palm Beach 



County



▪ Raymond James Stadium, Hillsborough County



▪ Sarasota University Town Center Mall, Sarasota County 



▪ CenturyLink Sports Complex, Lee County



▪ TIAA Bank Stadium Lot J, Duval County



▪ Orange County Convention Center, Orange County



▪ University of West Florida Softball Complex, Escambia 



County 



▪ Eastern Florida State College, Brevard County



▪ University High School, Volusia County











ANTIBODY (SEROLOGY) TESTING FOR 
FIRST RESPONDERS



The state has also deployed antibody testing for first responders to five 



drive-thru sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval 



counties.



The sites with antibody tests include:



▪ FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches



▪ Hard Rock Stadium



▪ Miami Beach Convention Center



▪ Orange County Convention Center 



▪ TIAA Bank Field Lot J











STORE TESTING SITES
Florida is partnering with The Home Depot and Publix to establish six additional 



COVID-19 testing sites capable of 100 tests per day. 



Publix: 



Publix at Port Charlotte Crossing 



4265 Tamiami Trail



Port Charlotte, FL 33980



Publix at Coral Ridge



11600 W. Sample Road



Coral Springs, FL 33065



Publix at Saxon Crossings 



2100 Saxon Blvd



Deltona, FL 32725



The Home Depot: 



9820 Glades Rd



Boca Raton, FL 33434



Additional Sites Coming Soon











STATEWIDE COVID POSITIVE ICU HOSPITALIZATIONS
April 12 vs. June 2



Hospitalization data as reported by facilities to AHCA Emergency Status System (ESS).
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STATEWIDE COVID POSITIVE ON VENTILATORS
April 12 vs. June 2



65%



Ventilator data as reported by facilities to AHCA Emergency Status System (ESS).
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ORIGINAL PHASE 1 COUNTIES



Included 64 counties with a total population 



of approximately 15 million. 



If those counties were a state, it would be the 



5th largest state in the nation.











Hospitalization data as reported by facilities to AHCA Emergency Status System (ESS).



“Original Phase 1 Counties" includes all Florida counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties.
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ORIGINAL PHASE 1 COUNTIES COVID POSITIVE ICU 



HOSPITALIZATIONS
April 12 vs. June 2











ORIGINAL PHASE 1 COUNTIES COVID POSITIVE ON VENTILATORS
April 9 vs. June 2



70%



Ventilator data as reported by facilities to AHCA Emergency Status System (ESS).



“Original Phase 1 Counties" includes all Florida counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties.
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COVID CASES
June 2, 2020



Florida case number data from FL DOH, other state cases number data from covidtracking.com, population data from US Census 



Bureau. Phase 1 (Excludes Broward, Miami-Dade, Palm Beach)
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COVID FATALITIES
June 2, 2020



Population data from US Census Bureau. Florida Phase 1 Cases & Fatality data from FL DOH. State Fatalities data from 



worldometers.info. State COVID Cases data from covidtracking.com. Phase 1 (Excludes Broward, Miami-Dade, Palm Beach)



154.15



132.08



111.18
102.07



55.23
43.73 42.71



7.48



0



20



40



60



80



100



120



140



160



180



New York New Jersey Connecticut Massachusetts Michigan Pennsylvania Illinois Original Phase 1
Counties



Fatalities per 100,000











60-Day Total People Tested and New Cases, Original Phase 1 



Counties
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“Phase 1 Counties” includes all Florida Counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties. 











60-Day New Cases, Original Phase 1 Counties
5
4
9



4
2
1



3
6
1



4
3
6



3
8
7
4
4
5 4
6
7



3
8
5



3
4
8 3
7
5



2
9
4



2
1
7



3
8
5



4
9
9



3
7
4



3
7
0



2
4
2



2
3
9 2
8
2



2
2
8



5
4
0



2
6
3



2
3
1



2
0
2



2
8
7



1
7
3



2
7
1



4
0
1



3
2
8
3
7
9



2
4
1



2
3
6 2
5
3
3
1
0



1
6
8



3
8
2



2
9
5



1
8
3



2
5
3



4
4
8



3
4
5
3
9
5



2
3
5



4
0
8



3
0
6



3
8
7



2
9
7



5
8
1



3
8
9 4
2
5



3
3
7



5
3
7



2
7
1 3
0
8 3
5
2



6
3
6



4
2
0 4
5
7



3
5
4 3
8
8



N
u



m
b



er
 o



f 
N



ew
 C



a
se



s



“Phase 1 Counties” includes all Florida Counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties. 











60-Day Total Tests, Original Phase 1 Counties



“Phase 1 Counties” includes all Florida Counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties. 



7
,4
7
2



7
,6
1
8



4
,8
6
1



7
,0
4
6



8
,2
5
1



4
,2
4
0
9
,9
4
0



5
,1
0
3



5
,7
6
1



6
,0
5
7



4
,7
2
1



3
,8
8
8



6
,1
0
7 9
,3
6
1



6
,5
4
2



6
,3
8
6



5
,3
6
1



5
,1
3
8



5
,5
0
6



5
,9
8
2
1
1
,9
0
8



9
,3
7
4



1
0
,0
4
2



5
,4
7
7



7
,0
9
9



4
,9
7
3



7
,0
8
7 1
0
,2
2
1



1
0
,8
1
6



8
,9
8
7



1
0
,0
1
9



1
3
,9
0
4



9
,9
0
2



9
,7
3
9



1
0
,0
7
8



1
2
,0
6
1



1
0
,4
2
5



1
3
,0
2
3



1
5
,7
1
1



9
,6
9
0



1
0
,5
0
7



1
2
,4
9
3



4
,0
7
1



2
0
,9
4
3



1
2
,9
6
3



2
2
,9
5
5



5
1
,8
3
3



3
5
,3
2
4



1
8
,1
4
6



1
9
,6
5
1



1
2
,1
4
3



2
7
,4
1
8



1
3
,1
8
6



1
0
,9
5
0



1
4
,4
7
4



2
5
,1
4
5



1
0
,3
1
1



1
9
,8
9
4



1
7
,4
2
3



7
,9
4
8



N
u



m
b



er
 o



f 
Te



st
s











60-Day New Case Positivity Rate, Original Phase 1 



Counties



“Phase 1 Counties” includes all Florida Counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties. 
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60-Day COVID-Like Illness Visits, Original Phase 1 



Counties



“Phase 1 Counties” includes all Florida Counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties. 
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60-Day Influenza-Like Illness Visits, Original Phase 1 



Counties



“Phase 1 Counties” includes all Florida Counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties. 
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60-Day Cough-Associated Admissions, Original Phase 1 



Counties



“Phase 1 Counties” includes all Florida Counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties. 
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Effective May 18, 2020, all Florida counties 



entered Full Phase 1 of the Safe. Smart. 



Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery.



FULL PHASE 1











FULL PHASE 1 SUMMARY



Restaurants may operate at full capacity outside with appropriate social 



distancing. Indoor seating is allowed at 50 percent seating capacity. 



Retail businesses may operate at 50 percent capacity with appropriate 



social distancing.



Gyms may operate at 50 percent building capacity with frequent 



sanitization. 



Museums and libraries may operate at 50 percent building capacity if 



permitted by local governments. 



Professional sports venues may open and operate for games, events, 



competitions and training.











FULL PHASE 1 SUMMARY



Amusement parks may submit re-opening plans with county 



approval to the State for consideration.



Barber shops, hair salons and nail salons may continue



operating while adhering to social distancing and sanitization 



protocols.



Hospitals may conduct elective surgeries provided they have 



adequate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and abide by 



safety protocols. 



Hospitals are required to test all individuals discharged to long-



term care facilities for COVID-19.











FULL PHASE 1 SUMMARY
Long-term care facilities are required to transfer COVID-19 



positive residents if the facility is not equipped for appropriate 



care.



Counties may seek approval to operate vacation rentals by 



submitting a written request and county vacation rental safety 



plan to the Florida Department of Business and Professional 



Regulation (DBPR). 



Organized youth activities may operate, including youth sports 



teams and leagues, youth clubs and programs and childcare. 



Summer camps and youth recreation camps may also operate.

















PHASE 2
Phase 2 applies to all counties in Florida except Miami-Dade, 



Broward and Palm Beach.



Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach may seek approval to 



enter Phase 2 with a written request from the County Mayor 



or County Administrator if there is no County Mayor.











PHASE 2: Restaurants, Bars, Pubs



▪ Restaurants may allow bar-top seating with appropriate 



social distancing.



▪ Bars and pubs may operate at 50 percent capacity inside 



and full capacity outside with appropriate social distancing. 



Patrons may only receive service if seated.











PHASE 2: Retail



▪Retail establishments may operate at full 



capacity with responsible social distancing 



and sanitization protocols. 











PHASE 2: Gyms



▪ Gyms may operate at full capacity with 



appropriate social distancing and frequent 



sanitization.











▪ Entertainment businesses, including but not 



limited to movie theaters, concert houses, 



auditoriums, playhouses, bowling alleys and 



arcades, may operate at 50 percent capacity with 



appropriate social distancing and sanitization 



protocols.



PHASE 2: Entertainment Businesses











PHASE 2: Pari-Mutuel Facilities



▪ Pari-mutuel facilities may submit a request to open to 



the Department of Business and Professional Regulation. 



▪ The request must include an endorsement from their 



county mayor or county administrator if there is no 



mayor.











PHASE 2: Personal Services 



Businesses



▪ Personal services businesses, including but not limited to 



tattoo parlors, acupuncture establishments, tanning salons 



and massage establishments may operate while adhering 



to guidance from the Florida Department of Health.











PHASE 2: Guidance
▪ Individuals over 65 or with underlying medical conditions are 



strongly encouraged to avoid crowds and take measures to limit 



the risk of exposure to COVID-19.



▪ All individuals that work in long-term care facilities should be tested 



for COVID-19 on a routine basis.



▪ All persons in Florida are encouraged to avoid congregating in 



groups larger than 50.











TASKFORCE TO RE-OPEN UNIVERSITY 



CAMPUSES



Florida’s state universities developed a task force to 



create a framework to re-open Florida’s campuses in 



the fall and universities will present their plans on 



June 23, 2020. 
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Jenkins, Melissa I
Subject: Re: Keep Your Head Up!
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 3:07:10 PM
Attachments: image003.png
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You're welcome Melissa!!


From: Jenkins, Melissa I <Melissa.Jenkins@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:51 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: Keep Your Head Up!
 
AMEN!!! We needed that…Thank you Dr. Rolle
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:38 PM
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users <_CHD16all@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Keep Your Head Up!
 
Good afternoon Team Duval!
 


We are now into Week 25 of our County Health Department COVID-19 response.  A
lot has happened since I last wrote you.  We have had several team members retire
or simply decide to pursue other opportunities.  We have celebrated births, marriages,
graduations and various life events all while attempting to serve the community.  As
we were busy doing the work of public health, the world began to spiral out of control.
The COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to slowly increase, and we watched in
disbelief as the world took to the streets in response to the recent events in the United
States.  During this time, we also learned that Jacksonville would host the Republican
National Convention.  So much has happened indeed.
Please know that our work is valuable and must continue.  Now more than ever, we
need to ride the wave and build a better boat.  Or to put it a different way…in the
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words of Tupac Shakur, “Keep Your Head Up!”  I know that some of you are tired and
you’re wondering when will it end?  While others are thinking, “This is what we live
for!”, “This is what we do!”.  I say to you “Keep Your Head Up!”  Public health is on
display.  Although you may not be activated to work the COVID-19 response at this
time, you are still a public health ambassador.  Your words mean something.  Every
social media post and every conversation is an opportunity to use your super power
to do good and educate those you’re connected with.
While we all have differing opinions regarding the pandemic, race and racial issues,
politics, religion, etcetera let us not allow that to hinder us from working together to
tackle the work at hand.  As a public servant, the operative word is servant.  Let us
not forget that.  We have a responsibility to protect, promote and improve the health
of all people.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you while riding the wave and
building a better boat.  Keep your head up Team Duval!!
 


Be well,








From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Last Call  for 7.22.20 — A prime-time read  of what"s going down in Florida politics 
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 5:59:07 PM
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Chris King, the 2018 Democratic nominee for Lt. Governor, is launching a
new discussion series aimed at boosting progressive candidates ahead of the
upcoming elections.


“Let’s Talk” debuts Sunday at 7 p.m. with Senate hopeful and current state
Rep. Shevrin Jones taking top billing.


The show will stream live on Facebook weekly and focused on addressing the
most significant challenges facing Florida and the nation while highlighting the
campaigns and candidates King is backing this cycle.


Jones’ episode will see the pair talk about health care, the COVID-19 crisis,
racial justice, economic opportunity as well as Jones' campaign for SD 35.


First Shot



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkdmuk-edrdjlhjd-j/





The headliners for the next three episodes, all set to air ahead of the Aug. 18
primary: HD 70 candidate Michele Rayner, HD 14 candidate Angie Nixon
and HD 88 candidate Omari Hardy.


King has endorsed all four for election — Rayner and Jones earlier this cycle
and Hardy and Nixon on Tuesday.


After the primary, the series will continue with new guests weekly through
Election Day.


“This is the most consequential election of our lifetime,” King said of Let’s
Talk, “and while we are all doing everything we can to elect Joe Biden in
November, we also have an opportunity to elect a transformational slate of
Democrats running for office throughout our state. Our goal is to highlight
some of the most exciting candidates who will help usher in the new era
Florida desperately needs.”


___


Attorney General Ashley Moody is giving Floridians a new tool in the fight
against fraud.


The Scams at a Glance outreach program features a webpage on the Attorney
General’s website detailing common and emerging scams.


The webpage also hosts downloadable brochures designed to teach consumers
how to avoid falling victim to fraud. The brochures and other information on
the website are available in both English and Spanish.


Scams highlighted include from impostor scams, tech support scams and
request for immediate payment by wire transfer, credit, prepaid debit or gift
cards.


“One of the lessons we are learning from the current health crisis, is that
scammers are willing to exploit any emergency to swindle consumers,” Moody
said.


“Throughout this crisis, we have been working hard to stop scammers and
prevent consumer fraud. I want Floridians to have the tools they need to fight
back and that is why Scams at a Glance is so important. The new program is a
tool of knowledge against common scams so that Floridians and their loved
ones will be protected as we continue to battle the coronavirus.”


Scams at a Glance is a supplement to the Attorney General’s Consumer Alert
program, which helps educate Floridians on new and upcoming scams.


Moody’s office maintains a list of recent Consumer Alerts online. Her office
also urged Floridians to report fraud or file a complaint via
MyFloridaLegal.com or by calling 1(866) 9NO-SCAM.


  Coronavirus Numbers
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Positive cases:


— 365,244 FL residents (+9,345 since Monday)


— 4,590 Non-FL residents (+95 since Monday)


Origin:


— 3,189 Travel related


— 94,901 Contact with a confirmed case


— 3,138 Both


— 264,016 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 21,780 in FL


Deaths:


— 5,319 in FL


  


As of Monday:


Total claims: 3,214,809


— Confirmed unique claims: 3,008,106


— Claim verification queue: 290,610


— Claims processed: 2,717,496


— Claims paid: 1,765,204 (+11,765 since Sunday)


Total paid out: $10.99 billion (+$100 million since Sunday)


Unemployment Numbers


  


1. “Donald Trump warns U.S. coronavirus outbreak will probably ‘get
worse before it gets better’” via Berkeley Lovelace Jr. of CNBC


2. “Six months of coronavirus: Two states, two very different surges” via
The Wall Street Journal


3. “Trump administration appears to back off opposition to Congressional
demands for testing, CDC funding” via Erica Werner, Jeff Stein and Seung
Min Kim of The Washington Post


Evening Reads
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4. “Coronavirus infections much higher than reported cases in parts of
U.S., study shows” via Apoorva Mandavilli of The New York Times


5. “Florida Democrats running to boost Biden from the bottom up” via
Bobby Caina Calvan of The Associated Press


6. “Trump campaign pooh-poohs RNC security concerns” via A.G.
Gancarski of Florida Politics


7. “Joe Biden’s campaign ready to turn up effort in Florida” via Scott
Powers of Florida Politics


8. “U.S. accuses hackers of trying to steal coronavirus vaccine data for
China” via Julian E. Barnes of The New York Times


9. "Alexandra Ocasio-Cortez accosted by Ted Yoho over remarks: 'That
kind of confrontation hasn't ever happened to me'" via Mike Lillis of The
Hill


10. "9,440 new COVID-19 cases, more than 130 new deaths in Florida on
Tuesday" via the staff of the Sarasota Herald-Tribune


11. “Florida sees record-high coronavirus hospitalizations Tuesday” via
Romy Ellenbogen of the Tampa Bay Times


12. “ICU capacity not a concern for Ron DeSantis, hospital experts” via
Renzo Downey of Florida Politics


13. “136 people dead from COVID-19 amid diagnostic reprieve” via
Florida Politics


14. “Miami-Dade changes COVID reporting calculations to align with
state” via Daniel Chang and Ben Conarck of the Miami Herald


15. “Nursing homes say more money needed for COVID-19 fight” via
Christine Sexton of News Service of Florida


16. "Leading indicators show Florida’s COVID-19 curve starting to
flatten" via Brian J. Burgess of The Capitolist


17. “Nikki Fried: ‘I absolutely stand with our teachers union’” via Jason
Delgado of Florida Politics


18. "Fred Piccolo is named Gov. DeSantis spokesperson" via the Miami
Herald


19. “Convention moving forward after Sheriff’s warning” via Jim Turner of
the News Service of Florida


20. "How Florida’s Ben Crump became the go-to attorney for Trayvon
Martin, George Floyd cases” via Amy Martinez of Florida Trend
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"Let's not confuse calm with a lack of concern or commitment." — Agency for
Health Care Administration Secretary Mary Mayhew, confirming that public
health experts have been developing ways to respond to the outbreaks.


Quote of the Day


  Bill Day's Latest
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  Breakthrough Insights
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From: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT on behalf of City of Jacksonville EOC Situation Unit
To: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT@LIST.COJ.NET
Subject: COVID-19 - Situation Report #163 20200609 [1300]
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2020 1:03:39 PM
Attachments: COVID-19 - Situation Report #163 20200609 [1300].pdf


All,
 
Please see the attached Situation Report #163 regarding the COVID-19 response.
 
Thank you,
 
SITUnit
City of Jacksonville
Emergency Operations Center
904-255-3129 (Desk)
904-255-3121 (Watch Office)
904-255-3110 (Main Line)
eocsitunit@coj.net
 
 


ONE CITY. ONE JACKSONVILLE.


 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list, please send email to:
LISTSERV@LIST.COJ.NET with a single line of text in the main BODY of the message that
reads, UNSUBSCRIBE COJ_EOC_SITUNIT
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From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Levine, Nina R; Moscoso, Alberto
Cc: Rolle, Pauline J; Nichols, Antonio C
Subject: Media Strategy: RNC in Jacksonville
Date: Friday, June 12, 2020 9:32:15 AM
Attachments: image001.png


Good Morning, Alberto and Nina,
 
I am getting many media inquiries about COVID and the Republic National Convention being held
here in Jacksonville. I just wanted to bring this to your attention in case you had a particular media
strategy in mind. Please let me know.
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From: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT on behalf of City of Jacksonville EOC Situation Unit
To: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT@LIST.COJ.NET
Subject: COVID-19 - Situation Report #158 20200602 [1300]
Date: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 12:52:41 PM
Attachments: COVID-19 - Situation Report #158 20200602 [1300].pdf


All,
 
Please see the attached Situation Report #158 regarding the COVID-19 response.
 
Thank you,
 
SITUnit
City of Jacksonville
Emergency Operations Center
904-255-3129 (Desk)
904-255-3121 (Watch Office)
904-255-3110 (Main Line)
eocsitunit@coj.net


ONE CITY. ONE JACKSONVILLE.
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list, please send email to:
LISTSERV@LIST.COJ.NET with a single line of text in the main BODY of the message that
reads, UNSUBSCRIBE COJ_EOC_SITUNIT
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From: DOH COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE
Subject: COVID-19 Daily Media Clips for 7.24.20
Date: Friday, July 24, 2020 4:49:38 PM
Attachments: image001.png


COVID-19 Daily Media Clips
 
 
 


Print
 
COVID is leaking into Florida nursing homes and cases soar; New infections among residents at
long-term care facilities in Florida rose by 142 percent between July 1 and July 21, while the
increase among staff rose 121 percent during the same span.
Date Collected Jul 24, 2020 12:15 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Tampa Bay Times
Author Mary Ellen Klas; Meghan Bobrowsky|Miami Herald
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
More than 6,700 staff and residents at nursing homes and assisted living facilities have been infected
with COVID-19 in the month of July, a 129 percent rise that regulators blame on vendors and staff
who unwittingly bring in the virus.
 
But the state also played a role.Gov. Ron DeSantis and Secretary of the Agency for Health Care
Administration Mary Mayhew say they have tried to keep coronavirus out by putting elder care
homes on lock down since March. In June, they announced a plan to test nearly 200,000 staff for
evidence of the virus every two weeks, and the governor has boasted that the efforts have "saved
lives.
 
"But for many in the industry who have been scrambling to halt the spread of the virus as it surged in
their communities, there are two problems with the state's approach to COVID-19: Testing has been
too late and incomplete; and every day, thousands of vendors, staff and even state workers are
allowed to enter long-term care facilities without proof they are free of the virus.
 
Leaders of non-profit nursing homes called it a "category five emergency" and the situation has
become so alarming that the federal Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services on Wednesday
announced it would send "strike teams" into 18 nursing homes in six states with the highest case
rate among residents, including an undisclosed number in Florida.
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DeSantis also previewed the initiative in a tweet, saying he would be sending infection control teams
to inspect and monitor homes, as he did in April when the virus was first attacking elders.
 
The infection rate was so high in some places, such as Fair Havens Nursing Center in Miami Springs
where 51 residents have died, state health officials issued more emergency orders in May than in
any month since April 2011.
 
Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services Administrator Seema Verma announced federal
regulators will soon be requiring states like Florida, where the positivity rate is above 5 percent, to
test nursing home staff weekly and it is "ratcheting up financial penalties" for homes that violate
basic protocols such as hand-washing and mask wearing. The agency currently only "recommends"
that testing occur regularly.
 
And the Centers of Medicaid and Medicare Services will spend $5 billion for technology so residents
can connect with their families if they are not able to visit and to buy 15,000 testing machines for all
nursing homes to test staff and visitors who enter their facilities.
 
The reason for the stepped-up attention: Current policies don't seem to be working.New infections
among residents at long-term care facilities in Florida rose by 142 percent or 2,819 cases between
July 1 and July 21, while the increase among staff rose 121 percent or 3,882 cases during the same
span.
 
'Worn down'
 
"The reason the virus went rampant was because of nursing home staff and two-thirds of nursing
home staff are hourly employees working in multiple facilities trying to make ends meet,'' said Jay
Solomon, CEO of Aviva Campus for Senior Life in Sarasota. As the virus spread in Florida's
communities, the staff went home and brought it back to their workplace, he said.
 
"What we're finding is staff is coming in contact, without even knowing it,'' he said. "Our
communities are truly a microcosm of the larger community at large.
 
"When virus numbers began to spike in June, Solomon identified employees who were working at
more than one facility, and "the moment we heard those facilities had a positive case, we offered
them an opportunity to pick up more hours in our facility - part-time to full-time,'' he said. "We
created our own pool of employees that we knew were under our protective bubble.
 
"He also required everyone on his campus to wear a mask indoors and, when he saw the numbers of
positive coronavirus cases surge in his community, he also mandated masks outdoors. None of the
300 residents on Solomon's campus have become infected with coronavirus.
 
It was just one of the workarounds Solomon and many other long-term care administrators have
employed that go beyond the rules imposed by the state to keep their residents COVID-free.
 
"The virus has literally worn the workforce down and the level of support for these facilities is not







there,'' said Doug Adkins, CEO of Dayspring Village, a mental health assisted living facility just south
of the Georgia-Florida state line.
 
He tested all staff and residents regularly before the state required it, and required all contract help
who came into the building to also prove they are tested and COVID-19 free. When his staff has
come in contact with a family member who tests positive for COVID-19, even though they show no
symptoms, he has paid them to stay home.
 
It's expensive, he said, but has helped to keep his facility free from COVID. "I need to see the
infection rates go down before I can get to a comfort level,'' he said.
 
Unregulated vendors
 
Florida's Agency for Health Care Administration has two standards when it comes to vendors. The
agency requires "all staff entering the facility to be tested,'' said Katie Strickland, a spokeswoman.
"This includes clinical, housekeeping, nutrition and food service, maintenance, administration, and
contract staff.
 
"But agency guidelines say vendors and contractors entering buildings for necessary repairs, like
plumbers, electricians, pest control workers, are not required to be tested for COVID-19. However,
they should be "appropriately screened" for fever and required to wear "appropriate" personal
protective equipment, she said.
 
Vendors are not supposed to come in close contact with residents while they're in the facility. But
there's no provision urging against close contact with the nursing home workers who could then
potentially pass the virus on to their patients. Additionally, many residents employ their own private
duty aides, sitters and companions, and the state imposes no requirements that they be tested.
 
Kristen Knapp, spokesperson for the Florida Health Care Association, which represents nursing
homes and assisted living facilities, said many vendors are conducting their own tests or having their
staff get tested at state-run sites.
 
"Many of them are telling me that facilities are not letting them in unless they are testing and show
proof of that,'' she said.
 
But she couldn't say whether every administrator is imposing this requirement and what happens if
a vendor doesn't test its staff.
 
"Those kind of confusing policies [have] led to the surge across the state and in facilities,'' said Brian
Lee, director of Families for Better Care, which advocates for nursing home residents and families.
"The nursing home is at the heart of the economic engine of that community. As the community
spread occurs, it's just going to seep into these facilities. And once it gets in there, you just can't
flush it out."
 
State staff exempted from tests







 
While the Agency for Health Care Administration demands that every nursing home and assisted
living facility test all staff and vendors, it exempts its surveyors, the state inspectors who enter
homes daily to monitor safety, code and infection violations.
 
"Surveyors are not at this point required to be tested,'' said Kimberly Smoak, AHCA chief of field
operations in a conference call with industry representatives last Thursday. Industry executives had
asked why state employees didn't have to prove they were virus-free, even if they have visited
homes with active COVID cases.
 
"They do not provide or perform any direct patient or resident contact care,'' Smoak answered. She
said the state is following federal guidelines and noted that inspectors must wear protective gear.
But, she reminded them: "You have to let them in."Failure to cooperate with surveyors could result
in fines and penalties.
 
For weeks, DeSantis and Mayhew have touted the fact that they kept the virus from spreading by
preventing hospitals from transferring patients to long-term care facilities unless they have tested
negative.
 
But as hospitals across the state starting filling up, the agency reversed that position and imposed a
new rule last week that allows hospitals to transfer COVID-positive patients to nursing homes and
ALFs as long as the receiving facility has a dedicated isolation wing with a dedicated staff to care for
the resident. As an alternative, the state has also established an estimated 21 COVID-only hospitals
to accept patients when they can't be otherwise isolated.
 
Mayhew told long-term care administrators in a teleconference call Thursday that the change is
because "nobody should be in a hospital bed longer than necessary" and some people don't test
negative but are no longer contagious.
 
DeSantis said Thursday that Florida had fewer outbreaks than other states because they have
adhered to the state guidelines. He also noted that within long term care facilities the positivity rate
has been "about 3 percent," which is lower than the 11 percent statewide.
 
Demand for rapid tests
 
The industry has concluded the only way to stop the COVID leaks into nursing homes is more
frequent testing with rapid results. For months, long-term care officials in Florida pleaded with the
state to make regular and rapid testing available so they could prevent the spread of the virus in
their facilities.
 
After the governor initially rejected the idea of regular testing of staff and residents put forth by the
White House Coronavirus Task Force in May, Agency for Health Care Administration issued a rule on
June 15, requiring that all 700 nursing homes and 3,800 assisted living facilities test their staff by July
7, and every two weeks after that. The state would pay for the tests until September.
 







The state contracted with Curative Labs and is distributing COVID tests that may be self-
administered by staff through an oral or nasal swab and then shipped immediately to the lab. The
turn-around time on results is expected within three days. The initiative has been widely welcomed
and praised.
 
"We have just sent off our second round of testing,'' said Martin Goetz, CEO of River Gardens
Hebrew Homes in Jacksonville, who had been a vocal critic of the administration for waiting so long
to require staff testing at long-term care centers and is now much happier.
 
"Curative Labs has been excellent,'' said Goetz, whose campus is COVID-free. "They are timely and
efficient. The software for reporting results is outstanding. I am deeply grateful to the state of
Florida for creating this important mechanism for testing personnel coming and going into our
facilities."
 
COVID-positive staff and patients
 
However, another confusing guideline is a provision that allows COVID positive staff to return to
work before producing a negative test result, a policy advanced by the federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. Questions remain about whether staff who test positive are staying away
long enough and whether it is contributing to the leakage into facilities.
 
Blanche Norwood, a certified nursing assistant at Treasure Isle Care Center, a nursing home in North
Bay Village, said asymptomatic staffers who have tested positive for the virus are allowed to come
back to work after quarantining for a certain number of days without testing negative first.
 
"I don't like it because I think that if you're asymptomatic and you haven't tested negative yet, you
could still be transmitting the disease to other people," she said.
 
She said she's raised the issue with administration and their response was that the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention guidelines, updated last week, say they don't have to wait.
 
The CDC rule adopts a "symptom-based strategy" that allows staff to return to work without testing
after 10 days if at least 24 hours have passed since the last fever, and they haven't used fever-
reducing drugs and there has been an improvement in symptoms. The previous guideline said they
had to wait 72 hours since their last fever. Workers with severe to critical illnesses must wait at least
20 days since symptom onset.
 
Lucreta Brown, Treasure Isle's director of nursing, would not comment other than to say the facility
follows all CDC guidelines. Treasure Isle has had six patient deaths and no staff deaths to date,
according to data from Florida's Department of Health.
 
But requiring staff to stay home while they await test results is not practical, said Margarette
Nerette, vice president of long-term care for 1199SEIU United Health Care Workers East, which
represents more than 8,000 Florida elder-care workers. Staff can't afford to take multiple days off
until their test results come back and the nursing home wouldn't be able to function if they did, she







said.
 
"If they say they have to stay home until it's resolved, they're not going to have workers to work,''
she said.Some administrators, like Solomon and Adkins, are taking extra precautions just in
case.Solomon said he placed 25 staff members on quarantine because, although they were not
positive, they had been exposed to others that had been. "Twenty-five staff members out for 10 to
14 days, that affects quality of care that hurts the delivery," he said.
 
Meanwhile, the frontline workers are wearing out.
 
"The stress and fear that providers are feeling, residents and families are feeling in the places that
have had COVID outbreaks is horrific,'' Solomon said. "Without the rapid testing our nursing home
residents are still going to be the most vulnerable in our population, and our staff is going to be right
with them."
 
 
 
Coronavirus: COVID-19 cases rise in Northeast Florida long-term care
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Florida Department of Health statistics are recording fast-rising numbers of coronavirus infections in
long-term care facilities, both in the Jacksonville area and across the state.
 
The health department’s latest report, issued Friday morning, records 5,603 COVID-19 positive
residents statewide in nursing homes and assisted living facilities — an increase of 805 compared to
Tuesday’s report.
 
Friday’s statewide report also listed 2,599 cumulative deaths involving residents or staff members of
Florida’s long-term care facilities — an increase of 297 in a seven-day span — spurring concerns of a
renewed coronavirus surge among one of the state’s most vulnerable populations.
 
On Wednesday, Gov. Ron DeSantis announced that he would once again send incident management
teams to long-term care facilities in an effort to contain the infection.
 
Those teams are assigned to assess infection control, screening procedures and supplies of personal
protective equipment.
 
DeSantis previously designated similar teams in the spring, and in April deployed the National Guard
to assist.
 
Jacksonville-area statistics also reflect the recent surge in long-term care cases.
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Friday’s report from the Florida Department of Health listed 12 long-term care facilities in the
Northeast Florida area with 25 or more active cases for COVID-19 among residents or staff.
 
According to the state report, those are:
 
CLAY COUNTY
 
Signature Healthcare of Orange Park (18 residents positive, 1437 staff members positive)
 
Life Care Center at Wells Crossing (14 residents positive and transferred, 14 staff members positive)
 
DUVAL COUNTY
 
Brookdale Atrium Way 2 (27 residents positive, 12 residents positive and transferred, 6 staff
members positive)
 
Fouraker Hills Rehab and Nursing Center (43 residents positive, 7 residents positive and transferred,
26 staff members positive)
 
Heartland Health Care Center-Jacksonville (13 residents positive, 18 residents positive and
transferred, 32 staff members positive)
 
Jacksonville Nursing and Rehab Center (3 residents positive, 22 residents positive and transferred, 35
staff members positive)
 
Park Ridge Nursing Center (41 residents positive, 12 residents positive and transferred, 35 staff
members positive)
 
Signature Healthcare of Jacksonville (19 residents positive, 5 residents positive and transferred, 7
staff members positive)
 
St. Catherine Laboure Manor (25 residents positive, 8 residents positive and transferred, 19 staff
members positive)
 
Taylor Care Center (27 residents positive, 27 residents positive and transferred, 8 staff members
positive)
 
The Terrace of Jacksonville (27 residents positive, 1 resident positive and transferred, 9 staff
members positive)
 
ST. JOHNS COUNTY
 
St. Augustine Center for Living (38 residents positive, 17 staff members positive)
 







By contrast, as of the report of July 1, the state listed only one facility — Signature Healthcare of
Jacksonville — with 25 or more active cases.
 
The list does not include Dolphin Pointe on the Jacksonville University campus, a facility specially
designated under the administration of Gov. Ron DeSantis to receive patients from other long-term
care facilities.
 
In last week’s report, the health department recorded 10 additional deaths in Northeast Florida
long-term care facilities, the largest single-week rise since May.
 
 
 
As fatalities, hospital admissions rise, new COVID-19 cases appear easing in Orlando area
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With 698 new COVID-19 cases reported in Orange County and 1,517 across Central Florida Friday,
the region’s new case totals continued a week-long downward trend — though the arcs for new
hospital admissions and deaths continue upward.
 
The new coronavirus case totals for Friday, while higher than the previous several days, are actually
lower than what is usually seen on Fridays. As a result, greater Orlando’s coronavirus outbreak is
beginning to look as if the summer resurgence in Orange and across Central Florida might have
peaked a week ago.
 
On Friday, July 17, the rolling seven-day average for new cases being reported in Orange County hit
an all-time high of 843, and for Central Florida, an all-time high of 1,694. Those rolling seven-day
averages began inching downward on Saturday and have continued downward on nearly each day
since.
 
With the latest report from the Florida Department of Health released Friday morning, the rolling
seven-day average for new cases in Orange County is now 558, and for the six-county region,
including Orange, Volusia, Osceola, Seminole, Brevard, and Lake counties, the daily average has
declined to 1,297 new cases.
 
The positive-test rates for Central Florida’s counties also have been inching downward for more than
a week, leading officials to express hope that the local mask orders and state social distancing
directives might finally be impacting the spread of the virus.
 
“We have seen a small gain in that area,” said Dr. Raul Pino, Orange County health officer for the
Florida Department of Health.
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However, the state reports, and experiences nationally and internationally, have shown that the
trend for coronavirus hospital admissions lags about 10 or so days behind cases, and for deaths
about 10 or so days behind hospital admissions. And those trends are apparent across Central
Florida.
 
“The high number of deaths is a reflection of the high number of cases that we had two weeks ago,”
Pino said at a briefing Thursday evening.
 
On Friday, 61 new hospital admissions were reported across Central Florida, including 18 in Orange
County. And 23 more COVID-19 related deaths were reported, including eight in Orange County.
That follows two worst-ever days for fatalities for the region, with 27 reported on Wednesday and
35 on Thursday.
 
The rolling seven-day average for hospital admissions across Central Florida has roughly plateaued,
averaging around 50 or so a day, give or take one or two, for the past week, registering at 50.6 on
Friday.
 
The rolling seven-day average for deaths, however, has been mounting, now at 19.7 per day for the
six-county region. That is up from a previous worst 17.6 recorded on Thursday, and up from 11.4 last
Friday.
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Florida surpassed 400,000 total coronavirus cases on Friday, one day after Gov. Ron DeSantis said
the state had "clearly stabilized with the cases."
 
As of 9:25 a.m. ET Friday, Florida had recorded some 402,312 cases of COVID-19, according to data
compiled by the state Department of Health. The state logged an average of 10,700 cases per day
over the last seven days.
 
In all, some 5,653 people have died of COVID-19 in Florida, according to the state health
department.
 
The somber milestone follows the U.S. topping 4 million confirmed coronavirus cases nationwide.
The South, Sun Belt and parts of the western U.S. are grappling with recent alarming surges in
coronavirus infections.
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DeSantis, a first-term Republican, in recent days suggested that conditions were improving in his
state. During a news conference at a medical center in the city of Melbourne on Thursday, the
governor said the state was heading in the right direction.
 
"If you look at what we're seeing on the ground in places like Brevard County, I think that we're
seeing some positive momentum," DeSantis said. "I do think that we are going to head in a better
direction here shortly."
 
"I would much rather be in a plateau than be in an escalation," DeSantis added. "We clearly
stabilized with the cases. We're definitely trending in a better direction. We're trending much better
today than we were two weeks ago."
 
The majority of COVID-19 infections appear to be clustered in South Florida, where municipal
officials have reinstated restrictions on bars, eateries and other public places in an effort to halt the
spread of the deadly virus.
 
Florida ranks third on the list of states with the greatest number of infections. California leads the
nation with more than 433,000 confirmed cases as of Friday morning, followed by New York, with
nearly 416,000 cases.
 
The worsening health conditions in the Sunshine State clearly got the attention of President Trump's
re-election campaign. Trump said Thursday that he will no longer hold a large, in-person Republican
convention in Jacksonville, Florida, because of the coronavirus but that he will hold virtual events
and still give an acceptance speech.
 
Trump told reporters it was "not the right time" for a big convention, adding that he had "to protect
the American people."
 
However, DeSantis is expected to visit the White House on Friday afternoon, a White House official
confirmed. He will be at the president’s 3 p.m. ET signing of an executive order aimed at lowering
prescription drug prices.
 
"President Trump is excited to have Governor DeSantis joining the drug pricing event today as
reducing drug pricing is a shared priority of the president and the governor," the official said. "We
also appreciate the ongoing partnership with Florida leaders on responding to COVID-19."
 
 
 
Another 43 dead in South Florida as region nears 175,000 total COVID-19 cases
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Another 43 people have died from COVID-19 across South Florida’s tri-county area. In total, 2,660
lives have been lost to the virus as the region nears 175,000 total confirmed cases.
 
That’s according to the latest numbers in Friday’s report from the Department of Health. That report
covers new data from Thursday morning to Friday morning.
 
South Florida’s three major counties — Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach — recorded 5,665
new cases in Friday’s report. That puts the region just over 174,000 confirmed infections overall.
With several thousand new cases being recorded each day, the tri-county area will surely eclipse
that 175,000 mark by Saturday’s report.
 
Hospital space continues to be a concern in Broward and Miami-Dade counties. As of Friday
morning, 91% of adult intensive care unit (ICU) beds were occupied in hospitals throughout Broward
County. In Miami-Dade, that number sat at 89%.
 
Both are well above the overall state level. Approximately 83.7% of adult ICU beds are occupied
throughout Florida. Palm Beach has around 75% of its adult ICU beds occupied.
 
 
The share of tests which came back positive has risen in all three counties over the previous two
days. Those one- or two-day trends can occur from time to time, however, without holding for
longer periods.
 
Overall, the positivity rate has been trending downward over the previous three weeks. That number
still remains above 10% in all three counties, and the rate of decrease has slowed over the previous
two-week span.
 
Deaths and hospitalizations are lagging indicators as well, meaning they may continue to rise even if
the virus is not spreading as quickly.
 
Wednesday’s report showed the median age of new cases among its two-week high in all three
counties. Thursday’s report saw that number drop, meaning the new case demographics were
skewing younger. Friday’s report again shows those numbers among their two-week high in all three
counties, with the median age for new cases sitting in the low- to mid-40s.
 
A more sustained trend upward would concern health officials, as older individuals are more
susceptible to the virus’s worst effects.
 
 
The region’s three major counties are showing varying trends in deaths, hospitalizations and new
confirmed cases. By and large though, deaths and hospitalizations are rising, as are new confirmed
cases. That latter metric is largely a function of increased testing, as the positivity rate is declining.
 







Here are some of the weekly numbers for the previous three weeks throughout the South Florida tri-
county area:
 
Miami-Dade
 
— July 3-July 9: 31 new hospitalizations per day, 12 deaths per day, 2,284 new confirmed cases per
day, 21.2% positivity rate
 
— July 10-16: 43 new hospitalizations per day, 22 deaths per day, 2,776 new confirmed cases per
day, 19.3% positivity rate
 
— July 17-23: 59 new hospitalizations per day, 14 deaths per day, 2,933 new confirmed cases per
day, 19.1% positivity rate
 
Broward
 
— July 3-July 9: 37 new hospitalizations per day, 5 deaths per day, 1,202 new confirmed cases per
day, 15.6% positivity rate
 
— July 10-16: 33 new hospitalizations per day, 6 deaths per day, 1,452 new confirmed cases per day,
14.8% positivity rate
 
— July 17-23: 39 new hospitalizations per day, 10 deaths per day, 1,392 new confirmed cases per
day, 14.5% positivity rate
 
Palm Beach
 
— July 3-July 9: 20 new hospitalizations per day, 7 deaths per day, 552 new confirmed cases per day,
13.5% positivity rate
 
— July 10-16: 26 new hospitalizations per day, 10 deaths per day, 725 new confirmed cases per day,
11.6% positivity rate
 
— July 17-23: 31 new hospitalizations per day, 12 deaths per day, 661 new confirmed cases per day,
11.1% positivity rate
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Since the beginning of March, more than 400,000 people have tested positive in Florida for COVID-
19.
 
The Sunshine State crossed that threshold Friday after health officials confirmed 12,444 new
infections for a total of 402,312 diagnoses.
 
It took Florida 114 days to record its first 100,000 COVID-19 cases between March 1 and June 22. It
took 13 days to record the second 100,000 and 10 days to reach the third. Nine days later, Florida
crossed 400,000.
 
About half of the people testing positive over the past month since the virus surged again are
younger than 40, putting them well outside the at-risk elderly demographic. And while Gov. Ron
DeSantis tout’s the state’s relatively low fatality rate, daily deaths are accelerating.
 
On Thursday, the state set a record of 173 fatalities confirmed over the 24 hours prior. With Friday’s
update, health officials revised the death toll among Floridians up 135 to 5,653. Meanwhile, 115
non-residents have died in the state after officials tallied one more fatality.
 
But while the death toll has trended upward, the rate of new infections has plateaued. On Tuesday,
10.5% of possible new cases tested positive, but the rate was 13.3% Thursday, a rebound above the
recent average.
 
That rate wasn’t slow enough for President Donald Trump, who on Thursday canceled the
Republican National Convention that had been relocated to Jacksonville.
 
“The timing for this event is not right. It’s just not right with what’s happened recently, the flareup in
Florida. To have a big convention is not the right time,” Trump said at the White House.
 
Unlike during the first brunt of the pandemic, which was largely limited to dense South Florida,
Northeast Florida is among the regions hit hard by outbreaks. Duval County shows 18,781 total
cases, a growth of 424 since Thursday’s report.
 
Miami-Dade County shows 98,430 total infections, an increase of 3,362. Broward County has less
than half as many cases, but still a staggering 46,576 — a gain of 1,566. And Palm Beach County
added 737 cases for a total of 29,004 infections.
 
The Tampa Bay Area is also a hot spot region. In Hillsborough County, 26,037 have tested positive,
up 605. Another 355 people contracted the virus in Pinellas County, now 14,726 total.
 
Orange County shows 25,952 total infections after adding 698 Friday morning.
 
Nearly 3.3 million individuals have been tested in Florida, including 106,280 Thursday. That’s down
from the record 142,963 individuals set on July 11.
 
The new diagnoses cover residents and non-residents confirmed positive Thursday morning to







Friday morning. For all day Thursday, the state diagnosed 12,462 positive residents. In total, the
Department of Health shows 397,470 residents have tested positive.
 
Along with fatalities, daily hospitalizations are growing rather than slowing. Officials listed 581 new
hospitalizations in the latest report, pushing the total count of Floridians hospitalized to 23,225.
Currently 9,210 people are hospitalized, according to the Agency for Health Care Administration
down 343 in the last 24 hours.
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Florida Governor Ron DeSantis says thousands of more vials of a treatment for COVID-19 is on its
way to the state.
 
DeSantis tweeted 11,000 viales of Remdesivir were secured and would be sent to Florida hospitals.
He says with that new shipment, there has been more than 60,000 vials of Remdesivir to hospitals
over the past few weeks.
 
Remdesivir is an anti-viral medication that was first approved by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration to treat COVID-19 in May. The maker of the drug donated 600,000 doses to the
federal government. Florida got a shipment the same month.
 
Also in May, the National Institutes of Health released a study that found the drug shortened
recovery time by four days but did not reduce fatalities.
 
 
 
Florida virus deaths hit a new high; Palm Beach County extends mask mandate for 30 days
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The deadly coronavirus continued its relentless assault on Florida with 10,249 new infections
reported on Thursday along with a record 173 deaths, according to the Florida Department of
Health.
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Like the state, Palm Beach County saw the number of new cases skyrocket with 761 new diagnoses
tallied by state health officials. An additional 18 fatalities were reported, the third-highest single-day
increase since the pandemic began in March.
 
The latest counts mean 389,868 people across the state, including 28,267 in the county, have been
infected with the virus. The nation passed a grim milestone with more than 4 million people
diagnosed with COVID-19.
 
The state's death toll now stands at 5,632, including 742 in Palm Beach County.
 
Given the rapidly escalating number of COVID-19 cases and deaths, County Administrator Verdenia
Baker extended the mask mandate for another 30 days.
 
In addition, after receiving reports that some restaurants were skirting a new rule that prohibits
them from serving food or alcohol on their premises from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m., she said she was forced
to clarify the restriction.
 
The new order that went into effect at 5 p.m. Thursday specifies that restaurants should be closed to
customers during those hours. Restaurants can offer takeout and delivery after 11 p.m.
 
"There were places telling people to buy a bottle before 11 p.m. and stay all night," said
Commissioner Gregg Weiss. "So there needed to be a hard close."
 
The purpose of the restriction, which went into effect on July 16, was to stop late-night parties that
were fueling the pandemic. "You would hope that everyone would understand that the goal and
intent was to keep people safe," Weiss said.
 
Under the revised order, amusement parks, banquet halls, ballrooms and kava bars will continue to
have to shut their doors from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m.
 
Also, in an effort to clarify previous orders, Baker listed businesses that aren't allowed to be open.
They include: bars, cigar lounges, bowling alleys, arcades, movie theaters, indoor-entertainment
venues, such as skating rinks and bingo halls, and tanning, tattoo and body-piercing parlors.
 
According to the Harvard Global Health Institute, Baker should add stay-at-home orders to the list.
 
Nearly all of Florida is in the "red zone" because of the soaring numbers of people who have tested
positive for COVID-19 in the last week, according to the researchers.
 
With a nation-high daily average of 52 people out of every 100,000 Florida residents testing positive,
the researchers said a stay-at-home order is key to getting the virus under control.
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis on Thursday again made it clear he has no plans to take any steps that would
either impact businesses or put people out of work.
 







"We're not going to restrict business," he said during a press conference in Melbourne. "It you look
at the spread, it's not really deriving from businesses as much as it's deriving from home outbreaks
and friends and family. That's the reality up and down the state."
 
Even though a poll released Thursday by Quinnipiac University found that 79 percent of those
surveyed agreed there should be statewide mask mandate, DeSantis again spurned that idea.
 
He said he would continue to urge people to wear masks in public but doesn't want to make it a
crime. "I just don't think that would be effective," he said.
 
While acknowledging that cases and deaths are mounting, he insisted key metrics are looking better.
"We're definitely trending in a better direction," he said.
 
The spike in cases and deaths comes after a two-day lull when the number of new cases dropped
below 10,000 each day. That has occurred on only three days since July 10.
 
Over the last two weeks, both the number of new cases and deaths have grown dramatically.
 
An additional 157,150 infections were reported since July 10, roughly 40 percent of the total number
tallied since March. The 1,521 fatalities that were reported in the last 14 days account for 27 percent
of those who have succumbed to the disease since the pandemic began.
 
Palm Beach County notched 9,611 new cases in that two-week period. That is more than a third of
the number of cases reported over nearly five months.
 
Fatalities also spiked. The county has reported 150 deaths since July 10, about 20 percent of all that
have occurred since March.
 
DeSantis focused on the percentage of people testing positive, saying it has dropped in recent days.
 
But over the last two weeks, the average percentage of positive tests barely budged. Statewide, it
went from an average of 12.8% to 12.4%. In Palm Beach County, the average weekly rate dropped
from 12.2% to 11.1%.
 
Like Palm Beach County, all South Florida counties have positivity rates above the 10% mark that
state officials want to reach and was used to justify reopening businesses in May.
 
In Miami-Dade County the overall rate since the pandemic began is 17.8%. Even small rural counties
have high levels of infections.
 
In Hendry County, which neighbors Palm Beach County to the west, the positivity rate is 20%. It is an
eye-popping 30.7% in nearby Glades County.
 
Still, DeSantis insisted, while the rates may not be dropping, they aren't skyrocketing, either. "I'd
much rather be in a plateau rather than an escalation," he said.







 
He again talked about his efforts to protect residents of long-term care facilities. However, in recent
days, those numbers too have climbed.
 
An additional 62 deaths were reported at the state's 4,000 nursing homes and assisted-living
facilities on Thursday. That came a day after 50 deaths were reported.
 
The 2,557 deaths at long-term care facilities account for 46% percent of all COVID-19 fatalities since
the pandemic began.
 
DeSantis said the state, with the help of the federal government, is ramping up testing at the
facilities in hopes of preventing outbreaks among some of the state's most vulnerable residents.
 
"We would love to have zero deaths," he said. "We want as few as we can. That's why we do so
much in long-term care facilities."
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Good morning, Dr. Rolle. Based on our Friday discussion, the work we are doing to develop
the FDOH RNC Support Plan, and keeping in mind that JFRD is handling medical aid
stations/EMS response, here is a list of potential event responsibilities for the FDOH County
Health Department - Duval. Please let me know if you see any needed additions, deletions,
corrections, or changes. 


Participate in local RNC response planning
Fulfill roles identified in the Duval County CEMP and local MCI plan
Fulfill role in the BioWatch program
Make medical countermeasures(MCM) requests and provide guidance for POD
locations
Assist EMS and hospitals in planning local patient movement operations and
coordinate with State ESF-8 on large-scale patient movement operations/out of area
patient transport
Assist with syndromic surveillance
Promulgate or help coordinate public information and risk
communication, especially in the areas of heat impact and hydration need
Continue to serve the “at-risk and special population” communities impacted by the
event
Make operational adjustments for the event's impact on CHD operations, given that: 1)
the Department is in close proximity to the RNC main venue, 2) that key service areas
may be within the designated event perimeter, and 3) that there will be a large influx of
people to the CHD service area.


I am attaching a copy of the Mecklenberg County Pubic Health 2020 Republican National
Convention Operations Plan so you can see how they were addressing various issues when the
event was scheduled for their jurisdiction. Since heat stress, especially if large scale protests
occur, may be an issue, I am also attaching a flyer that was promulgated by Hillsborough
County for the 2012 RNC in Tampa so you can see what they provided to visitors.


Hope this helps and please let me know if you have questions or input.


Thanks, so much,
Terry


Terry L. Schenk, M.S., CEM


Government Operations Consultant
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Florida is a year-round summer state that draws visitors from around the world. Fall and winter days
are mostly sunny and warm with some cold winds and frosty mornings mixed in. Spring is mild and
crisp, and summer is hot, sometimes steamy and humid.



Stay cool. Beat the heat. Enjoy your visit to Florida!



beat the heat—stay cool & safe in the sun



PROTECT YOURSELF FROM



HEAT STRESS



HEAT EXHAUSTION SYMPTOMS:
Headaches, dizziness, weakness,
ligthheadness or fainting; moist skin;
mood changes such as irritability or
confusion; upset stomach; or vomiting.



HEAT STROKE SYMPTOMS: Dry,
hot skin with no sweating; mental
confusion or losing consciousness;
seizures; or convulsions.



DRESS FOR SUMMER. Wear
lightweight, light-colored, loose-fitting
clothing. It reflects heat and sunlight
and helps your body maintain normal
temperatures.



DRINK PLENTY OF WATER OR
OTHER NONALCOHOLIC
FLUIDS. Drink plenty of water even if
you don’t feel thirsty. Your body is often
dehydrated before you feel thirsty.



PAY ATTENTION TO WHAT YOU
DRINK AND EAT. Avoid alcohol and
caffeinated drinks because they will
dehydrate you. Eating heavy meals will
increase your body temperature—eating
smaller meals more often will keep you
cooler.



PACE YOURSELF. Reduce or
eliminate strenuous activity outside or
reschedule to the coolest time of the
day—early morning before 10 a.m. is
best.



SPEND MORE TIME IN AIR-
CONDITIONED PLACES. Air
conditioning reduces danger from heat-
related illness. Spend time each day in
an air-conditioned environment.



DO YOU HAVE HEALTH ISSUES?
Check with your doctor before
increasing your fluid intake if you have:
heart, kidney or liver disease; epilepsy; a
fluid-restrictive diet; or a fluid-retention
problem.



PROTECT YOUR SKIN



FROM TOO MUCH SUN



IT’S COOL IN THE SHADE. Avoid
the sun between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m. in the summer, even on cloudy
days. Seek shade under a tree, umbrella
or shelter during this peak time.



IT’S COOL TO WEAR SHADES.
Wear sunglasses that block UV rays. UV
rays can cause cataracts.



COVER UP WITH CLOTHING. Wear
light-weight, light-colored, loose-fitting
clothing that covers your arms and legs.
Wear a hat that protects your face,
scalp, ears and neck.



DON’T FORGET SUNSCREEN.
Apply sunscreen lotion with UVA/UVB
protection and at least an SPF of 15 or
more. Reapply often. Wear sunscreen
even if you plan on being in the shade.



HEAT, HUMIDITY &



MOSQUITOES!



CLOTHING  If you must be outside
when mosquitoes are active, cover up.
Wear shoes, socks, long pants and long
sleeves.



REPELLENT Apply mosquito repellent
to bare skin and clothing. Always use
repellents according to the label.
Repellents with DEET, picaridin, oil of
lemon eucalyptus and IR3535 work well.
Use mosquito netting to protect
children younger than 2 months.



FOR MORE INFORMATION



ABOUT WAYS TO KEEP



COOL & HEALTHY, VISIT:



www.hillscountyhealth.org/



www.pinellashealth.com/



www.doh.state.fl.us/environment/
community/aquatic/beach_index_
indepth.html 



www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/
extremeheat/heat_guide.asp 



www.redcross.org



Sources: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and Occupational Safety and Health Administration.



TAMPA AVERAGE



MAXIMUM



TEMPERATURE



Jan.: 70.1
Feb.: 71.6



Mar.: 76.3
Apr.: 80.6
May: 86.3



June: 88.9
July: 89.7



Aug.: 90
Sept.: 89.0



Oct.: 84.1
Nov.: 78
Dec.: 72



Annual: 81.4
Source: National Oceanic



and Atmospheric
Administration, Tampa area



average normal
temperatures, 1971–2000.
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 7.20.20 — Burnin’ today: Lewis, DeSantis,


Rubio, Trump, Wallace, Fried
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:01:38 AM


Guess who had a crummy weekend.


After civil rights icon and longtime Congressman John Lewis died,
Gov. Ron DeSantis and U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio donned their dunce
caps, showing Floridians they are either out of touch or not paying
attention … or both.


Asked about Lewis’ passing, DeSantis completely ducked the question,
whining instead to a reporter that the question was off-topic.


“We’re trying to focus on the coronavirus,” he said.


Are you out of your mind? Lewis survived a brutal beating during a
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march in Selma, Alabama in 1965 and is one of the nation’s most
beloved civil rights icons. But sure, Governor, let’s ignore that so you
can continue pretending coronavirus is NBD.


Not to be one-upped. Rubio tweeted a tribute to Lewis but shared a
photo of him with a different late Black congressman, Elijah
Cummings. Does this mean Rubio thinks “they” all look the same? For
Pete’s sake, Senator. Do you not have a staff to help you with this
stuff?







No, it wasn't a good week for Marco Rubio, either. (Bonus: It was his profile pic,
too.)


In another case of the bad weekends, the Donald Trump campaign is
reportedly investigating Brad Parscale’s campaign spending. This after
he was demoted from campaign manager, the political equivalent to
putting baby in the corner.
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Whether or not Parscale saw this coming is unclear, but what is clear is
that he most certainly should have.


Not everyone had a rough weekend though. Hat tip to Fox News’ Chris
Wallace for his undeniably bold interview with Trump in which he
spends exactly zero minutes questioning whether he should fact check
the President in real-time on his claim that former Vice President Joe
Biden literally wants to defund the police.


“Sir, he does not.”


It wasn’t all bad news for Trump and Republicans this weekend though.
Priorities USA announced it was dropping its lawsuit seeking to change
vote-by-mail rules, which could have massively expanded outreach by
expanding deadlines and letting more people collect ballots. The GOP
is celebrating a major victory on an issue they cautioned could have
extreme consequences on election integrity.


  


Tweet, tweet:


Situational awareness







—@DavidJollyFL: The Biden camp should just pay to run this Chris
Wallace @realDonaldTrump interview repeatedly on every network
between now and Election Day. Great journalism, accurate reflection of
all things Trump.


—@WalshFreedom: Yea, this Chris Wallace interview is insane, and
yea, Trump is utterly unfit, but I’m watching it and thinking that I can’t
wait to have a President who doesn’t tell us on national TV that he’s a
genius because he can identify an elephant. Or a camel. Or count
backward from 100.


—@HelenAguirreFer: @GovRonDeSantis provided COVID-19 testing
and medical care to Ag workers while @nikkifried did nothing. Well not
exactly. According to @FLSERT records, she sent them a few bags of
rice and beans. Hope they were Goya!


—@FlSecofState: We commend the litigants for working with the State
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and Supervisors who are making the 2020 elections free, fair and safe.
Today’s settlement is a victory for all involved and for all Floridians.


Tweet, tweet:


Tweet, tweet:
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MLB starts — 3; WNBA starts — 5; PLL starts — 5; TED conference
rescheduled — 6; Florida Bar exams begin in Tampa — 8; NBA season
restart in Orlando — 11; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet” premieres
(rescheduled) — 11; NHL resumes — 12; Florida primaries for 2020
state legislative/congressional races — 29; Democratic National


Days until
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Convention in Milwaukee begins — 30; "Mulan” premieres
(rescheduled) — 32; Indy 500 rescheduled — 34; Republican National
Convention begins in Charlotte — 35; NBA draft lottery — 36; Rev. Al
Sharpton’s D.C. March — 39; U.S. Open begins — 42; “A Quiet Place
Part II” premieres — 46; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby —
47; Rescheduled date for French Open — 62; First presidential debate
in Indiana — 71; "Wonder Woman" premieres — 74; Preakness Stakes
rescheduled — 75; First vice presidential debate at the University of
Utah — 78; NBA season ends (last possible date) — 84; Second
presidential debate scheduled at Miami — 87; NBA draft — 88; Wes
Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 88; NBA free agency
— 91; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 94; 2020 General
Election — 106; “Black Widow” premieres — 113; NBA 2020-21 training
camp — 115; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 123; “No Time to
Die” premieres — 123; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 134; “Top Gun:
Maverick” premieres — 156; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 202; New
start date for 2021 Olympics — 368; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 376;
“Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres — 473; “Thor: Love
and Thunder” premieres — 571; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness” premieres — 613; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 655;
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 809.







  


“What went wrong in Florida? Timing, testing, tourism and a
COVID-19 crush” via Jeffrey Schweers of the Tallahassee Democrat —
Two months after DeSantis boasted about proving the experts wrong by
flattening the curve and getting COVID-19 under control, Florida has
become the state that other states don’t want to become. Even with an
emergency order reversing the reopening of bars and nightclubs,
Florida has witnessed unprecedented, record-breaking growth in the
daily number of cases and deaths reported for the last two weeks. With
new cases averaging over 11,000 a day and a positivity rate hovering
around 16%, Florida has become the new epicenter for the coronavirus
pandemic not just in the US but globally. “We don’t want to become
Florida,” Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf said as he announced new bar
and restaurant closures to slow down a surge of COVID-19.


Corona Florida
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A flower arrangement at an entrance of Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami.
Florida's rapidly increasing number of coronavirus cases is turning Miami into the


national hot spot for the virus. Image via AP.


“Florida surpasses 350,000 mark for COVID-19 infections; deaths
near 5,000” via Michael Moline of Florida Phoenix — The latest report
from the Florida Department of Health shows 12,478 new positive and
87 Florida resident deaths. The new numbers posted Sunday by the
state health department reflect results received on Saturday. Some
11.85% of the 115,100 new results tested positive. That makes it
350,047 Florida infections in total and 4,982 deaths of Florida residents.
Of the total deaths, 2,370 are from staffers and residents of long-term
care facilities. Coronavirus tracking by The New York Times shows
Florida 3rd among the 50 states for the number of COVID-19 infections.
Florida now ranks 7th in the NYT analysis of infections per 100,000
people.


“Ron DeSantis says virus antibody tests show 16% positive” via
Christopher Condon of Bloomberg — DeSantis said tests administered
in his state Friday that aim to detect COVID-19 antibodies indicating
whether a person had at some point been exposed to the virus showed
a 16.1% positive rate. “That is a significant jump from where we were a
month and a half ago,” DeSantis said Saturday during a news
conference in St. Augustine. “So there’s a bigger pool of people who
have the antibody.” Coronavirus cases in Florida have surged in recent
weeks, part of a wave of U.S. infections centered on southern and
Western states. The state hit a record number of deaths among
residents on Thursday, but both deaths and cases have dropped in the
last two days. Florida on Saturday reported a total of 337,569 virus
cases and 4,895 deaths among residents. Among other things, the
wave in cases has thrown into disarray the Republican National
Convention, due to be held in Jacksonville over four days in late
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August.


Helluva deep-dive — “DeSantis’ COVID strategy: Talk about the
good, avoid talking about how to prevent the bad” via Mary Ellen
Klas and Kirby Wilson of the Miami Herald — As Florida recorded its
worst week of coronavirus deaths, a bipartisan group of South Florida
mayors met DeSantis on the 29th floor of Miami-Dade County’s
government center Tuesday with a request: Please deliver a consistent
and urgent message that people need to act responsibly. Tell people to
“wear a mask,” they urged. Craft a “long-term strategy,” they said. “The
public needs to be told they have to sacrifice,’’ they implored. Help us
“speak with one voice,” they warned, because if nothing changed, they
would be forced into another shutdown. “You speak to a segment of our
population directly,’’ Miami Mayor Francis Suarez told the governor.
“And I think the fact that you’re saying that is something that’s
imperative and important for them to hear.”


“Why DeSantis yanked Florida's Surgeon General from a
coronavirus briefing” via Matt Dixon of POLITICO Florida — The
coronavirus was sweeping Florida in April when state Surgeon General
Scott Rivkees warned that people in the state might have to social
distance for up to a year. Minutes later, an aide to DeSantis whisked
him out of the briefing. The aide, DeSantis communications director
Helen Aguirre Ferré, blamed Rivkees' abrupt removal on a scheduling
conflict. But state records challenge that assertion. Rivkees, at the April
briefing with reporters, had gone off message. As spring breakers
descended on Florida's beaches in the spring, the DeSantis
administration script was to downplay the dangers of the virus among
young people. A DeSantis’ public records employee said the office had
no record of the state surgeon general meeting with a deputy chief of
staff.


“Ousted Florida scientist Rebekah Jones’ whistleblower complaint
takes aim at DeSantis” via Chris Persaud of The Lakeland Ledger —
Florida’s former top coronavirus data scientist filed a whistleblower
complaint Thursday against the Health Department, accusing the
agency of firing her in retaliation for refusing to manipulate data to
support the push to reopen Florida after months of quarantine. The
complaint by Jones targets DeSantis directly. “These efforts to falsify
the numbers are a pattern and practice in Florida government that goes
on to this day,” Jones’ Tallahassee attorney, Rick Johnson, said in a
statement. ” DeSantis has routinely given false numbers to the press.
His underlings at (the Health Department) follow his example and his
direction.” Jones asked to be returned to her job with back pay and
other compensation, Johnson said.
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In a new whistleblower complaint, Rebekah Jones is directly targeting Ron
DeSantis. Image via Rebekah Jones.


“Florida hospitals seek more virus medication as cases rise” via
Kelli Kennedy and Brendan Farrington of The Associated Press —
Florida hospitals said Saturday that they are in desperate need of a
“lifesaving” antiviral to help treat the coronavirus patients rapidly filling
their beds as cases across the state continue to rise at alarming rates.
Federal health officials sent more than 17,000 vials of remdesivir to the
state 48 hours after meeting with Florida hospitals last week. But the
Florida Hospital Associations, which represents over 200 hospitals, said
it’s not enough and asked Saturday for an expedited shipment of the
drug and a new distribution process to avoid backlogs, which they say
can mean life or death in some cases. “This initial shipment did not
meet the incredible need we have for this live-saving drug,” Crystal
Stickle, the group’s interim president, said in a statement.


“DeSantis enacts new emergency rules on senior COVID-19 patient
transfers” via Christine sex and of the News Service of Florida — The
Agency for Health Care Administration published an emergency rule
that allows hospitals to use a symptom-based or test-based approach
to confirm that long-term care residents are negative for COVID-19. The
rule also gives hospitals the green light to discharge residents with an
unknown COVID-19 status to nursing homes, if the facility has a
dedicated wing or building with designated COVID-19 staff. The
emergency rule replaces a prior emergency rule that required two
negative tests 24 hours apart before a patient could be returned to a
long-term care facility.


Happening today — LeadingAge Florida is hosting a virtual news
conference to announce its report on the coronavirus, 12:30 p.m. media
registration at us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register.


“Numbers have to ‘flatten’ before drinks can flow” via Tom Urban
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and Jim Turner of The News Service of Florida — Florida’s bar scene
will remain on hold until there is a massive reversal in the growth of
positive coronavirus cases, according to the state’s top business
regulator. Department of Business and Professional Regulation
Secretary Halsey Beshears on Friday said no timeline has been set to
let people again drink in bars and nightclubs as the state adds
thousands of coronavirus cases a day. “These numbers have to stop
climbing, it has to flatten, and then there has to be a decrease in that
positivity number,” Beshears said. The Florida Department of Health on
Friday reported 11,466 new cases and 128 additional deaths, the fourth
consecutive day of more than 100 deaths.


Meanwhile ... “As DeSantis slips in Florida polls, Democratic
challengers for Governor are starting to emerge” via Steve
Contorno of the Tampa Bay Times — DeSantis entered this year as
one of the country’s most popular governors. Florida Democrats could
hardly lay a finger on him. But as DeSantis’ standing slides under the
immense scrutiny of his coronavirus response, the Democrats most
often discussed as potential challengers for his office, like Agriculture
Commissioner Fried and former U.S. Rep. Gwen Graham, are stepping
out to criticize the Republican leader more and more. Meanwhile, the
mounting economic and public health crises have elevated several
other Democrats, especially mayors, widening the field of 2022
contenders. “Eight months ago, DeSantis’ numbers were phenomenal
and this would never have been a conversation,” said Reggie Cardozo,
a Democratic strategist in Florida. “But it is now.”


  


“Older children spread the coronavirus just as much as adults,
study finds” via Apoorva Mandavilli of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel
— In the heated debate over reopening schools, one burning question
has been whether and how efficiently children can spread the virus to
others. A large new study from South Korea offers an answer: Children
younger than age 10 transmit to others much less often than adults do,
but the risk is not zero. And those between the ages of 10-19 can
spread the virus at least as well as adults do. The findings suggest that
as schools reopen, communities will see clusters of infection take root
that includes the home children of all ages, several experts cautioned.


“For parents who can afford it, a solution for fall: Bring the
teachers to them” via Laura Meckler and Hannah Natanson of The
Washington Post — Fed up with remote education, parents who can
pay have a new plan for fall: import teachers to their homes. This goes
beyond tutoring. In some cases, families are teaming up to form
“pandemic pods,” where clusters of students receive professional
instruction for several hours each day. It’s a 2020 version of the one-
room schoolhouse, privately funded. Weeks before the new school year


Back to school?
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will start, the trend is a stark sign of how the pandemic will continue to
drive inequity in the nation’s education system. But the parents planning
or considering this say it’s an extreme answer to an extreme situation.
With novel coronavirus infections rising in large swathes of the country,
school districts in many big cities and suburbs are planning to start the
fall with distance learning, either every day or for part of the week.


For parents with money, homeschooling incorporates an actual teacher.


“Florida must delay reopening of public schools, lawsuit says” via
Lisa Maria Garza of the Orlando Sentinel — A lawsuit was filed in
Orange County on Sunday against DeSantis and other officials to
prevent the upcoming reopening of public schools over concerns that
students and teachers would be put at risk of catching the coronavirus.
The suit alleges that school districts have limited resources and won’t
be able to safely transport kids to school, provide enough space for
social distancing in classrooms and have other necessary protocols in
place that are recommended by health officials to prevent the spread of
the virus. Following state orders, the Orange County School Board on
Friday approved an Aug. 21 reopening plan, offering both on-campus
and online options.


Assignment editors — The Florida Education Association (FEA)
President Fedrick Ingram, American Federation of Teachers President
Randi Weingarten and National Education Association President Lily
Eskelsen García will hold a virtual news conference to discuss
litigation over the state emergency order to reopen physical public
schools to students five days a week in August, 1 p.m. Registration link
for media: floridaea.zoom.us/meeting/register/.
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“Broward County put under two-week curfew after seeing 10,000
coronavirus cases over a week” via Devoun Cetoute of the Miami
Herald — After seeing more than 10,000 new novel coronavirus cases
in the last week, Broward County has implemented new restrictions and
a curfew that will last until August. On Friday, Broward County
Administrator Bertha Henry issued a new emergency order that brings
a host of new restrictions and closings to the county. Since July 10,
Broward has seen 10,208 new cases, according to data from the
Florida Department of Health. The county says over the last week, the
positivity rates have been as high as 16.58% and hospitals are either at
or exceeding ICU bed capacity. As of Wednesday, the county has
issued 57 citations and 768 warnings for COVID-19 safety violations.


“‘It’s getting confusing.’ Miami-Dade and Florida can’t agree on
metrics for COVID-19” via Daniel Chang, Ben Conarck and Douglas
Hanks of the Miami Herald — A long-running difference in the way
Miami-Dade County and Florida’s health department calculate the local


Corona local
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rate of positive test results for COVID-19, a key measure that shows
whether infections are rising or falling in the area, came to a head this
week, confusing residents and policymakers on the county commission.
On Friday, the rate of positive test results in Miami-Dade on the
county’s New Normal dashboard reflected a 14-day average of 27.05%.
The state health department’s two-week average was much lower, at
20.5%. “We need to get to the bottom of the issue of positivity
reporting,” Jennifer Moon, the county’s budget director and deputy
mayor overseeing the reports, wrote in an email Wednesday to
Yesenia Villalta, administrator of the Florida health department’s Miami
office.


“Miami-Dade plans to fine people not following COVID rules” via
Freida Frisaro of The Associated Press — Miami-Dade County plans to
start aggressively enforcing rules designed to combat the rapidly
spreading coronavirus as Florida reported more than 11,000 new cases
Friday adding to a caseload that is straining the state’s hospitals. The
Miami-Dade County Commission unanimously approved an emergency
order that gives all code and fire inspectors authority to issue tickets of
up to $100 for individuals and $500 for businesses not complying with
guidelines to wear masks and practice social distancing. Police officers
have already had this enforcement power. “We’re going to put a heck of
a lot of people out there,” Mayor Carlos Giménez told commissioners
during a Zoom meeting. “Our people are going to go everywhere.”


People wait in line outside of a COVID-19 testing site in Opa-locka. Image via AP.


“This ZIP code had the highest poverty rate in Miami-Dade County.
Then came COVID-19.” via Adriana Brasileiro, Yadira Lopez, Lautaro
Grinspan and Rene Rodriguez of the Miami Herald — 23,000 people
who live within the 33034 ZIP code, which stretches for nearly 280
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miles across parts of Florida City, Homestead and unincorporated
Miami-Dade. The ZIP is home to 4,894 households, with a median of
4.1 persons per household. But only 35% of the residents are married,
an indication that more than one family often live under the same roof in
order to pay the rent. The ZIP code has the highest poverty rate in the
county, 40%, even though the median household income is $36,363,
which is higher than many other ZIP codes in Miami-Dade. But the per
capita income is $10,608, the lowest of any ZIP code in the county and
less than half the $27,000 per capita median for the county. This has
only gotten direr since the start of the pandemic.


“Miami Hurricanes test positive for COVID-19. And NCAA releases
these strict guidelines” via Barry Jackson and Susan Miller Degnan of
the Miami Herald — The coronavirus has made its way into the
University of Miami football program. At least three players have tested
positive for COVID-19, prompting the Hurricanes to cancel their
mandatory workouts on Thursday. Per school policy, UM declined to
confirm whether any players have tested positive. “Out of an
abundance of caution and in coordination with our return to campus
policy, we elected to postpone today’s workout,” UM said. UM athletic
director Blake James previously said the school is not releasing the
number of positive tests among student-athletes because it would
cause more confusion. Multiple sources had said the football players
had all tested negative in previous weeks.


First in Sunburn — “Tina Polsky calling for curfew in Palm Beach
County” via Spencer Fordin of Florida Politics — Polsky, who is
running for an open seat in Senate District 29, urged Mayor Dave
Kerner and the Palm Beach County Commission to enact policies that
mirror those undertaken in neighboring Miami-Dade and Broward
Counties. Both Miami-Dade and Broward counties have instituted
curfews in an effort to protect public health, but the epidemic continues
to inflict a heavy toll on Florida. Polsky said: “In the absence of
leadership from Gov. DeSantis, I am calling on Mayor Kerner and the
Palm Beach County Commission to take swift action to keep us safe by
instituting an 11:00 nightly curfew. I am also asking that citations be
issued to those gathering in groups of 10 or more.”
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Tina Polsky is calling on Palm Beach County Mayor Dave Kerner to institute a
curfew, like those in Miami-Dade and Broward counties.


“Polk sets 1-day high for COVID-19 deaths” via The Lakeland Ledger
— Polk County reached a troubling benchmark for COVID-19 deaths
Saturday as the Florida Department of Health reported a record 12 in its
daily advisory. That surpasses the previous mark of 10 set Tuesday
and pushes the county’s overall death toll to 174. This has been the
deadliest week since the pandemic began in Polk as 36 fatalities have
been reported. Included in the latest deaths are the third youngest, a
32-year-old male, and the second youngest, a 29-year-old female. A
male age 27 in June remains the county’s youngest fatality to COVID-
19. Also continuing to climb is the county’s new cases of the novel
coronavirus. With 253 more in the latest report, Polk’s rising total
passed another milestone, now at 9,030.


“Pasco middle school teacher battling COVID-19 dies” via Kavitha
Surana of the Tampa Bay Times — A Pasco middle school teacher who
saw an outpouring of support from her community after she was
hospitalized with COVID-19 has died. After suffering cold-like
symptoms, Renee Dermott was hospitalized on July 13. The sixth-
grade teacher at Seven Springs Middle School was diagnosed with
pneumonia and tested positive for COVID-19. Tanya Murphy, a friend
and co-worker, established a GoFundMe online fundraiser to support
the family. It posted Friday. By Sunday afternoon it had raised more
than $7,800.
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Renee Dermott, the Pasco County middle school teacher who died from COVID-
19, saw an outpouring of support from her friends, family and community. Image


via Nikki Dermott/Facebook.


“Pro sports leagues are scoring rapid COVID test results in Florida
— while others wait weeks” via Kevin Baxter of the Los Angeles
Times — “We’re in a crisis situation where we’re setting records almost
daily in terms of how many people are turning positive for COVID-19.
And I can’t get the results back on a patient of mine. Meanwhile, these
pro sports teams are being tested daily to semi-daily and getting the
results back immediately. In some cases, they’re using the same lab,”
said Dr. Adrian Burrowes. Florida reported 10,328 new COVID-19
cases Saturday, the fifth consecutive day the state has topped 10,000,
and 90 deaths. Over the last five days, the state has averaged a
coronavirus-related death every 14 minutes. The typical turnaround
time in Florida and throughout the nation has grown, in many cases,
from a day or two to more than a week.
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“Donald Trump dismisses rising cases as deaths mount” via Derek
Hawkins and Felicia Sonmez of The Washington Post — With
coronavirus cases rising across the country and the U.S. death toll
topping 137,000, Trump on Sunday dismissed concerns about the spike
in infections, telling Fox News that “many of those cases shouldn’t even
be cases.” “Many of those cases are young people that would heal in a
day,” the President told Fox News host Wallace in an interview. “They
have the sniffles and we put it down as a test.” While young people
make up an increasing share of new cases, the virus has affected
people in all age groups. A surge of infections is driving deaths back up
again after months of decline, and hospitals in hard-hit states such as
Florida, Texas and Arizona are facing an influx of patients that health
officials say could soon overwhelm medical systems. Nationwide,
hospitalizations were on track to exceed their previous peak of roughly
60,000 reached in the pandemic’s early months.


Corona nation
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In a contentious interview with Chris Wallace of Fox News, Donald Trump
dismissed the rising death counts from coronavirus. Image via CNN.


“Inside Trump’s failure: The rush to abandon leadership role in the
virus” via Michael Shear, Noah Weiland, Eric Lipton, Maggie
Haberman and David Sanger of The New York Times — Over a critical
period beginning in mid-April, Trump and his team convinced
themselves that the outbreak was fading, that they had given state
governments all the resources they needed to contain its remaining
“embers” and that it was time to ease up on the lockdown. In doing so,
he was ignoring warnings that the numbers would continue to drop only
if social distancing was kept in place, rushing instead to restart the
economy and tend to his battered reelection hopes. For scientific
affirmation, they turned to Dr. Deborah Birx, the highly regarded
infectious diseases expert; she was a constant source of upbeat news
for the president and his aides, walking the halls with charts
emphasizing that outbreaks were gradually easing. A sharp pivot soon
followed, with consequences that continue to plague the country today
as the virus surges anew. Trump had missed or dismissed mounting
signals of the impending crisis in the early months of the year.


“Patients lying in hallways, nurses working extra shifts: As
coronavirus surges in some U.S. states, emergency rooms are
being swamped” via Jay Reeves of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
A fast-rising tide of new coronavirus cases are flooding emergency
rooms in parts of the United States, with some patients moved into
hallways and nurses working extra shifts to keep up with the surge.
Patients struggling to breathe are being placed on ventilators in
emergency wards since intensive care units are full, officials say, and
the near-constant care they require is overtaxing workers who also are
treating more typical ER cases like chest pains, infections, and
fractures. Dr. Alison Haddock of the Baylor College of Medicine said
the current situation is worse than after Hurricane Harvey, which
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swamped Houston with floodwaters in 2017. Patients are waiting “hours
and hours” to get admitted, she said, and the least sick people are lying
in beds in halls to make room for most seriously ill.


“Trump administration pushing to block new money for testing,
tracing and CDC in upcoming coronavirus relief bill” via Erica
Werner and Jeff Stein of The Washington Post — The Trump
administration is trying to block billions of dollars for states to conduct
testing and contact tracing in the upcoming coronavirus relief bill,
people involved in the talks said. The administration is also trying to
block billions of dollars that GOP senators want to allocate for the CDC,
and billions more for the Pentagon and State Department to address
the pandemic at home and abroad, the people said. The
administration’s posture has angered some GOP senators, the officials
said, and some lawmakers are trying to push back and ensure that the
money stays in the bill. The officials cautioned that the talks were fluid
and the numbers were in flux. The negotiations center around a bill
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell is preparing to unveil this
coming week as part of negotiations with Democrats on what will likely
be the last major coronavirus relief bill before the November election.


Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell is preparing to announce a new
coronavirus aid package, the last one before the November elections. Image via


Getty.


“Hospitals are suddenly short of young doctors — because of
Trump’s visa ban” via Dara Lind of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
As hospitals across the United States brace for a difficult six months,
with the first wave of the coronavirus pandemic still raging and
concerns about a second wave in the fall, some are acutely short-
staffed because of an ill-timed change to immigration policy and its
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inconsistent implementation. A proclamation issued by Trump on June
22, barring the entry of most immigrants on work visas, came right as
hospitals were expecting a new class of medical residents. Hundreds of
young doctors were unable to start their residencies on time. Trump’s
order included the H1-B visa for highly skilled workers, which is used by
some practicing doctors abroad who get U.S. residency slots.


“‘Superspreading’ events, triggered by people who may not even
know they are infected, propel coronavirus pandemic” via Ariana
Eunjung Cha of The Washington Post — More than 1,000 suspected
clusters, ranging from the single digits to thousands, have been logged
in a database compiled by a coder in the Netherlands. A megachurch in
South Korea. A political rally in Madrid. An engagement party in Rio de
Janeiro. Nearly all took place indoors, or in indoor-outdoor spaces.
Even as the Trump administration pressures schools to reopen this fall,
the latest research suggests that understanding how and why these
events occur, and how to prevent them, is key to reopening safely. In
recent days, governors from at least 18 states, including Michigan, have
backtracked on plans to loosen restrictions due to outbreaks.


  


“Trump demands payroll tax cut while GOP eyes benefit cuts for
unemployed” via Jeff Stein and Erica Werner of The Washington Post
— Trump sought to draw a hard line on the coronavirus relief bill
Sunday, saying it must include a payroll tax cut and liability protections
for businesses, as lawmakers prepare to plunge into negotiations over
unemployment benefits and other key provisions in coming days. “I
would consider not signing it if we don’t have a payroll tax cut,” Trump
said. Democrats strongly oppose a payroll tax cut, and some
Republicans have been cool to it, but Trump said “a lot of Republicans
like it.” Trump also said “we do need some kind of immunity” in the bill.
Senate Majority leader McConnell has repeatedly insisted the
legislation must include liability protections for businesses, health care
providers, schools and others. Democrats oppose this, too.


“The next disaster is just a few days away” via Paul Krugman of The
New York Times — Some of us knew from the beginning that Trump
wasn’t up to the job of being president, that he wouldn’t be able to deal
with a crisis that wasn’t of his own making. Still, the magnitude of
America’s coronavirus failure has shocked even the cynics. How did
this happen? One key element in our deadly debacle has been extreme
shortsightedness: At every stage of the crisis, Trump and his allies
refused to acknowledge or get ahead of disasters everyone paying
attention clearly saw coming. My sense is that Republicans have a
delusional view of their own bargaining position. They don’t seem to
realize that they, not the Democrats, will be blamed if millions are
plunged into penury because relief is delayed; to the extent that they’re


Corona economics
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willing to act at all, they still imagine that they can extract concessions
like a blanket exemption of businesses from pandemic liability.


Assignment editors — U.S. Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, Sen.
Annette Taddeo and County Commissioner Daniella Levine Cava will
host a virtual news conference with other local leaders and Florida
workers to call on the Republican-controlled Senate to extend federal
unemployment assistance before it runs out at the end of July, 1 p.m.
For the Zoom link, RSVP katy.nystrom@mail.house.gov.


“Florida jobless rate drops in June as businesses reopen” via Mike
Schneider of The Associated Press — Florida’s unemployment rate
dropped to 10.4% in June from the previous month’s 13.7% rate as the
state’s theme parks, restaurants, bars and other businesses started
reopening after weeks of coronavirus-related lockdowns, the U.S. Labor
Department reported Friday. But the state’s economic future remains
clouded by recent spikes in Florida’s COVID-19 caseload, as evidenced
by this week’s showing that jobless claims almost doubled last week
from the previous week, economists said. Additionally, a host of large
hotels have said that they are turning temporary furloughs from March
into permanent layoffs at the end of July, and on-site consumption of
alcohol at bars was banned at the end of June, causing many of them
to shut their doors. “Florida was under 11%, which most people thought
would be much higher than that. So, you have seen many people go
back to work. Still, a long way to go,” DeSantis said.


The reopening of Florida's economy in June helped restore jobs around the state,
although the rise in COVID-19 cases prompted local governments to reimpose
restrictions that caused extended payoffs and furloughs in July. Image via AP.


“Florida insurance businesses secured hundreds of millions in
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forgivable coronavirus relief funds” via Ron Hurtibise of the South
Florida Sun-Sentinel — Unlike restaurants, bars, salons and gyms,
insurance companies didn’t shut down at the beginning of the COVID-
19 pandemic. They’re not facing uncertain futures like many businesses
that depend on retail traffic. And no matter how they were financially
affected, their customers can’t avoid buying their product. And yet,
thousands of insurance businesses in Florida and the U.S. have taken
advantage of Payment Protection Program funds, securing hundreds of
millions of dollars in potentially forgivable loans. As with other lucrative
businesses that have availed themselves of the money, consumers are
justified in asking whether insurance companies really needed it or
were merely taking advantage of an opportunity to pad their bottom
lines.


  


“Doctor who survived COVID-19 bewildered by public disregard”
via The Associated Press — Dr. Michael Saag spends much of his
time treating patients fighting for their lives and working with colleagues
who are overwhelmed and exhausted by the relentless battle against
the COVID-19 pandemic. “It’s a mixture of emotions, from anger to
being demoralized to bewilderment to frustration,” Saag said. In metro
Birmingham, where Saag lives, it has been common to see fewer than
half the people inside stores wearing masks. The doctor said he got
particularly dispirited recently after stopping by a restaurant on the way
home from work to pick up a takeout order of sushi. There were as
many as 60 people inside, he said.


“Workers turn into amateur sleuths to track virus cases” via Joseph
Pisani and Alexandra Olson of The Associated Press — Jana Jumpp
spends eight hours a day updating a spreadsheet — not for work, but a
recent hobby: figuring out how many of Amazon’s 400,000 warehouse
workers have fallen sick with the coronavirus. Amazon won’t give a
number, so Jumpp tracks it on her own and shares what she finds with
others. She relies on Amazon employees at more than 250 facilities
who call, text or send her Facebook messages with possible cases.
She asks for proof, like messages or voicemails from Amazon, and tries
to make sure she doesn’t count the same case twice. Jumpp says
workers should know if there's an outbreak and just how risky it is to
head to work. “Amazon is not going to do it, so it's up to us," says
Jumpp. Unions and advocacy groups have taken up the cause of
working to see which companies are keeping their employees in the
dark, too, creating lists or building online maps of stores where workers
can self-report cases they know about.


More corona
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Katie Doan, a former Whole Foods employee, started tracking COVID-19 cases at
Amazon-owned Whole Foods in April. Image via AP.


“Disney guests now need to be 'stationary' while eating, drinking”
via Andrew Kreitz of Tampa Bay 10 — All guests at Walt Disney World
are required to mask up, except when eating or drinking, of course. But
some new language on the resort's website advises guests need to be
"stationary" when doing so. Disney previously said in its reopening plan
guests could take off a mask when eating and drinking "while dining." It
appears the change largely captures the food and drink items that can
be purchased "to-go." "You may remove your face covering while
actively eating or drinking, but you should be stationary and maintain
appropriate physical distancing," the policy reads.


“Winn Dixie: No plans for mask mandates” via Dalvin Brown of The
Florida Times-Union — In a retail landscape rife with stores requiring
masks, Winn Dixie won’t. A spokesperson from the grocery chain’s
parent company Southeastern Grocers said it isn’t mandating face
coverings during the pandemic to avoid “undue friction” between
customers and staffers. “We strongly encourage state officials to lead
the way in regulating these types of safety mandates,” said Joe
Caldwell, director of corporate communications at Southeastern
Grocers, in a statement. Jacksonville-based Winn Dixie, which has
hundreds of locations throughout the southern states, is “allowing
associates to wear face masks” rather than requiring them, according to
a statement on the parent company’s website. “We will continue to
refine our processes and protocols in our stores, with health and safety
as our guide, as long as this pandemic remains a threat,” the website
says.


“The pandemic has hit restaurants hard, but experts say the ‘ghost
food hall’ concept might save them” via Marisa Iati of The
Washington Post — Aaron Gordon saw that takeout and delivery at
Little Beast, his family-friendly pizzeria in the Chevy Chase
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neighborhood, was earning 110 percent of the restaurant’s pre-
pandemic sales. Dine-in service at any of his restaurants was unlikely
to provide adequate revenue for months, even years, Gordon mused,
but a takeout and delivery-oriented establishment might thrive. Enter
Ghostline, an establishment that will gather several chefs cooking in
different styles to offer takeout, delivery and limited patio seating in the
Glover Park neighborhood starting Sept. 1, without serving customers
inside. Ghost food halls combine “ghost kitchens,” which serve meals
exclusively by delivery and food halls, both of which have become
popular in recent years.


Due to the pandemic, ghost food halls, focusing on takeout and delivery, are
springing up everywhere — reducing the need for indoor dining and service staff.


“COVID-19 stole our change, and this is what stores are doing to
get more” via David P. Willis of USA Today — In the midst of a
nationwide coin shortage, some retailers are asking for customers to
use exact change, if possible, or even better, use a credit or debit card
for payment. Signs have gone up at quick-stops like Wawa and large
retailers like Target and Lowe's. Supermarkets are requesting exact
change too, if shoppers have it. Some Wawa locations are even asking
customers to turn in rolled coins for the equivalent bills and a free soda
or sub. Stores are posting signs asking customers to pay with exact
change, designating certain lanes as credit or debit only, and asking
people to consider "rounding up" their cash purchase with the additional
money going to charitable causes.


“Jack Nicklaus says he tested positive for coronavirus, antibodies”
via Doug Ferguson of The Associated Press — Nicklaus revealed
Sunday during the telecast of the Memorial that he and his wife tested
positive for the coronavirus at the onset of the pandemic. Nicklaus and
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his wife, Barbara, turned 80 a month apart at the start of the year. He
said his wife had no COVID-19 symptoms, while Nicklaus had a sore
throat and a cough. Nicklaus said they were home in North Palm
Beach, Florida, from March 13 “until we were done with it” on about
April 20. “It didn’t last very long, and we were very, very fortunate, very
lucky,” Nicklaus said.


  


“House leaders ‘alarmed’ federal officers policing protests” via The
Associated Press — Top leaders in the U.S. House said Sunday they
were “alarmed” by the Trump administration’s tactics against protesters
in Portland, Oregon, and other cities, including Washington, D.C., and
called on federal inspectors general investigate. “This is a matter of
utmost urgency,” wrote House Judiciary Committee Chair Jerrold
Nadler and others in a letter to the inspectors general of Department of
Justice and Department of Homeland Security. The Democratic
lawmakers are seeking an investigation “into the use of federal law
enforcement agencies by the Attorney General and the Acting
Secretary of Homeland Security to suppress First-Amendment-
protected activities in Washington, D.C., Portland, and other
communities across the United States.” The Mayor of Oregon’s largest
city said Sunday the presence of federal agents is exacerbating
tensions in Portland.


Of course, he did — “Roger Stone, who had sentence commuted
by Trump, uses racial slur on air with Black radio host” via Bobby
Caina Calvan of The Associated Press — Stone, a political operative
whose 40-month prison sentence was commuted this month by Trump,
his longtime friend, used the racial slur “Negro” on-air while verbally
sparring with a Los Angeles-based Black radio host. The exchange
occurred on Saturday’s Mo’Kelly Show, whose host, Morris O’Kelly,


Smoldering
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grilled Stone on his conviction for lying to Congress, tampering with
witnesses and obstructing the House investigation into whether Trump’s
campaign colluded with Russia to win the 2016 election. O’Kelly
characterized “Negro” as the “low-calorie version of the N-word.”


During an interview, Roger Stone called radio host Morris O’Kelly, who is Black, a
‘Negro.’ O’Kelly called that the ‘low-calorie version of the N-word.’


“Nikki Fried likens Florida Republicans to the officers who
watched George Floyd die” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics —
Agriculture Commissioner Fried, addressing the Florida Democratic
Party’s Leadership Blue Gala, compared the Republican Party of
Florida to the officers who watched one of their own kill Floyd in
Minneapolis. The context was the fight against coronavirus, where Fried
said that the officers’ “inaction and silence” reminds her of the
Republican Party of Florida standing idly by as the virus ravages the
state. “They stood by and watched … without intervening,” Fried said of
the officers, “whose actions remind me of the Republican Party of
Florida.” Fried wondered “where was the Republican Party as over
4,000 Floridians have died of coronavirus and the Governor refuses to
issue a mask mandate.”


“Disney slashed ad spending on Facebook amid growing boycott”
via Suzanne Vranica of The Wall Street Journal — Walt Disney Co. has
dramatically slashed its advertising spending on Facebook Inc.,
according to people familiar with the situation, the latest setback for the
tech giant as it faces a boycott from companies upset with its handling
of hate speech and divisive content. Disney DIS was Facebook’s top
U.S. advertiser for the first six months of 2020. It joins hundreds of
other companies that have paused spending, including Unilever PLC,
Starbucks Corp., Ford Motor Co., Verizon Communication Inc. and
many small marketers. Civil-rights groups including the Anti-Defamation
League and NAACP called on advertisers to pull ad spending for July,
arguing Facebook hasn’t made enough progress enforcing its policies
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on hate speech and misinformation.


“Drive-in protesters repeat demands for accountability, civilian
oversight of Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office” via Teresa Stepzinski of
The Florida Times-Union — A couple hundred demonstrators with
homemade signs demanding police reform, budget cuts and
accountability gathered Saturday for a drive-in protest at Jacksonville
Sheriff’s Office headquarters downtown. Protesters taped homemade
signs on their cars, trucks, motorcycles and bicycles during the first-of-
its-kind protest organized by the Jacksonville Community Action
Committee, Northside Coalition of Jacksonville and their community
activist partners. Many handwritten on cardboard or construction paper,
the signs read: “We Demand Community Control of Police Now!,” “Say
No to JSO Budget” and “Indict, Convict, Send Killer Cops to Jail.” Sitting
inside or on top of their vehicles, the demonstrators honked their car
horns to emphasize their demands. They were joined in the protest by
the families of Jacksonville residents killed by Sheriff’s Office police in
officer-involved shootings.


“Brevard protesters demand release of Gregory Edwards' jail video
at Melbourne event” via Tyler Vazquez of Florida Today — Although
Brevard County has not seen the large-scale protests of other cities
around the country, a small but dedicated group of activists has been
taking to Space Coast streets. On Saturday, around a dozen activists
showed up at a Cones for a Cause event supported by Ben & Jerry's,
handing out ice cream in Melbourne and raising awareness of
Edwards' death at the Brevard County Jail. The death of Edwards, a
combat veteran who died after a fight with as many as seven deputies
at the Brevard County Jail in 2018, has sparked anger and drawn
considerable attention in Brevard County. Activists, journalists,
attorneys and others have repeatedly called for the release of a jail
security video of the events at the jail that led to his death.


“Community leaders protest promotion of Panama City police
officer who posed with ‘black labs matter’ sign” via Jacqueline
Bostick of the NWF Daily News — Protesters gathered at the Panama
City Police Department on Friday after the promotion of an officer who
posed in a controversial photo in May. The officer, Melanie Law, had
been exonerated and since promoted from lieutenant to captain
following an investigation into a controversial incident in which she
posed for a photo with a pair of dogs and their owners, next to a sign
that stated, ‘black labs matter,’ during a social justice protest held May
31 on State Road 77 and 23rd Street. The department’s decision
became the impetus of a protest Friday morning calling for “further
review” of Law’s actions. Protesters also called for diversity training for
the PCPD, regular and open dialogue with department administration
and the establishment of a citizen review board.
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“Black Lives Matter protest in Wakulla becomes shouting match
with counterprotesters” via Alicia Devine of the Tallahassee
Democrat — The first Black Lives Matter protest in Wakulla County had
over 100 protesters who were met by almost as many
counterprotesters. Counterprotesters began lining the back of the Winn-
Dixie parking lot at 11 a.m. Some had Trump 2020 flags blowing in the
wind from the bed of their pickup trucks. Black Lives Matter protesters
started arriving a half-hour later. The crowds were separated by a line
of deputies with the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Department as the two
opposing sides shouted differing chants. When one side would shout
"Black Lives Matter," the other would retaliate with "all lives matter."


“NASCAR fans boo Black racer Bubba Wallace, cheer after he
crashes at Confederate flag-adorned racetrack” via Matthew Allen of
The Grio — That backlash reached a new low during a qualifier run as
fans booed Wallace, all while Confederate flags continued to wave at
the event. Upon being introduced, fans booed Wallace, who has been
in the press since late June after a noose was found in his stall at an
Alabama raceway. Wallace has also championed Black Lives Matter.
To make matters worse, Wallace crashed during his qualifying run and
spectators cheered when his car hit a wall. Wallace insisted, although
he stands by his decision to support Black Lives Matter and NASCAR’s
June 10 ban of the Confederate flag, that not every NASCAR fan is
bigoted.


NASCAR’s Bubba Wallace gets booed repeatedly at Tennessee’s Bristol Motor
Speedway, as Confederate flags flew, and the crowd cheered as he crashed into


a wall.


“Petition urges Trader Joe’s to get rid of ‘racist branding’” via
Allyson Waller of the Orlando Sentinel — Trader Joe’s is being urged to
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follow the example of other national food companies and rebrand
products that critics say perpetuate racial stereotypes. An online
petition is asking the company to “remove racist branding and
packaging from its stores,” including international food items carrying
the names Trader Ming’s, Trader José and Trader Giotto’s. Those
products and others reflect “a narrative of exoticism that perpetuates
harmful stereotypes,” according to the petition, which on Sunday had
been signed by more than 1,500 people. A Trader Joe’s spokeswoman
said in a statement that the company had previously decided to get rid
of the names and to rebrand its international foods with the Trader
Joe’s name.


  


“Matt Gaetz Facebook forum on school opening leaves some
viewers wanting more” via Tom McLaughlin of the NWF Daily News
— Gaetz’s promise to “drill down into some issues” voiced by parents
and teachers regarding the planned opening of Florida schools on Aug.
11 left many who watched wanting more. Judging from comments typed


D.C. matters
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in Friday as a Facebook video featuring Gaetz, Florida Education
Commissioner Richard Corcoran, and Okaloosa County School
Superintendent Marcus Chambers streamed live, not everyone is
convinced schools can be opened safely. Gaetz and Corcoran, both
Republicans, spoke in support of federal plans to open schools quickly
even in the face of still mounting COVID-19 numbers.


“Donna Shalala calls for Florida to shut down again” via Maria
Carrasco of POLITICO — Shalala slammed Trump and DeSantis on
Sunday for reopening too soon. "The lack of leadership in the White
House and in our governor's office, they simply have not hit this with a
hammer, which is what we needed to do, and starve the virus," Shalala
said on ABC’s “This Week.” "They opened too soon. And they
misunderstand what you need to do or they understand it and they're
not willing to do it." Approximately 65,000 new coronavirus cases were
reported nationally Saturday. She said the "simplest thing" DeSantis
could do is impose a statewide mask requirement and praised South
Florida mayors for implementing such rules.


Donna Shalala is calling for a new lockdown of Florida. Image via AP.


  


“He was the picture of redemption, now Florida lawmakers are
pleading for his continued freedom” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of
Florida Politics — An Ocala man who rebuilt his life after spending more
than 20 years in prison is facing a return to prison because of what
amounts to a legal technicality. Several Florida lawmakers hope to stop
that from happening. Richard Midkiff is the picture of successful
rehabilitation. He was arrested and sentenced for his role in a burglary


Statewide
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gone wrong, which ended in murder. Midkiff was driving the getaway
car and was sentenced to 38 years in prison. Midkiff’s legal team
thought he was safe, but later learned an appeal by the office of
Attorney General Ashley Moody was successful because the victims’
family request was in the killer’s plea deal, not Midkiff’s. He could be
sent back to prison any day. Commutation is one of Midkiff’s few
recourses, and might be the only one that keeps him from going back to
prison, even if it’s only temporary.


After 20 years in prison, Richard Midkiff is the picture of rehabilitation. But he
could be sent back to prison any day.


“New pelvic exam law causes uncertainty” via Christine Sexton of
the News Service of Florida — Two state health care licensing boards
have been asked to weigh in on whether the new law applies to male
patients and examinations where body parts are viewed but not
touched. Petitions for declaratory statements were filed this week with
the Board of Medicine and the Board of Nursing seeking interpretations
of the measure (SB 698), which was signed into law June 19 by
DeSantis and went into effect July 1. The petitions were filed by some
of the state’s largest medical groups, which say the law has left health
care providers confused. The bill prohibits practitioners and medical
students from performing pelvic examinations on patients without
written consent from the patients or the patients’ guardians.


“As grievance talks loom, Disney sidesteps union actors by
changing shows” via Matthew J. Palm of the Orlando Sentinel — As
Walt Disney World and Actors’ Equity Association members prepare to
discuss a grievance filed by the union, Disney is finding ways to work
around the absent performers. Actors’ Equity represents about 750
performers at Walt Disney World, including those who sing in “Beauty
and the Beast — Live on Stage,” “Finding Nemo — The Musical” and
the “Hoop-Dee-Doo Musical Revue.” The union has been pressing
Disney to provide regular COVID-19 testing of performers; Disney has
said it is confident in the safety protocols already in place. Equity filed a



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkijdiy-edrdjlhjd-kd/

https://newsserviceflorida.com/app/post.cfm?postID=37433&email=saintpeter4@gmail.com&token=57FC2B7C-D56C-4071-8495-AD4012DDEF1D&key=0E48FDCC1CD9CAE6DFCCCCECC1E4C4

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkijdiy-edrdjlhjd-kh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkijdiy-edrdjlhjd-kh/





grievance after Disney canceled a planned recall to work for Equity-
represented performers when the theme parks reopened this month
after the lengthy coronavirus shutdown. Multiple sources familiar with
the negotiations confirmed the two sides would meet July 20.


  


New and renewed lobbying registrations:


Brian Ballard, Bradley Burleson, Ballard Partners: The Faith Group


Rhett O'Doski, Ryder Rudd, Sean Stafford, McGuireWoods
Consulting: Dascena


Eric Olsen, Hopping Green & Sams: East Central Florida Services,
Mosaic Fertilizer


Evan Power, Ramba Consulting Group: Florida Supervisors of
Elections


Marc Reichelderfer, Landmarc Strategies: Accountable Care
Transactions


Matt Spritz, The Spritz Group: The Shul of Downtown


Lobby regs


  


“Joe Biden leads by double digits as coronavirus takes a toll on
the President, Post-ABC poll finds” via Dan Balz and Scott Clement
of The Washington Post — Trump faces a significant challenge in his
bid to win reelection in November, with former Vice President Biden
holding a double-digit lead nationally and the President’s approval


2020
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ratings crumbling amid a spreading coronavirus pandemic and a
weakened economy. The survey portrays an embattled President
whose fortunes have declined markedly since the coronavirus arrived in
the United States months ago. Biden leads Trump 55 percent to 40
percent among registered voters. That compares with a 10-point Biden
lead in May and a two-point edge in March, at a time when the
pandemic was just beginning to spread rapidly in parts of the country.
Among those who say they are certain to vote, Biden’s lead stands at
11 points.


—“Polls show Biden routing Trump. Here's how to read them.” via
Steven Shepard of POLITICO


“Biden’s new plan to roll Trump” via Mike Allen of Axios — Biden's
campaign launched a new ad that ran in swing states during Wallace's
feisty "Fox News Sunday" interview with Trump. The minute-long ad,
"Tough," will air in the major markets in the six core swing states —
Michigan, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Arizona, Florida and North
Carolina. "I will not abandon you," Biden says in the ad. "We're all in
this together. We'll fight this together. And, together, we'll emerge from
this stronger than we were before we began." The ad never mentions
Trump's name, but the intention is a stark, dramatic contrast in
approach to the virus ("Wear a mask. Wash your hands"), laced with a
positive, hopeful message.


To view the ad, click on the image below:


“4 things that could swing the 2020 race toward Trump” via Aaron
Blake of The Washington Post — There’s little good news for Trump’s
campaign right now. That said, a lot can happen in three and a half
months. We got a taste for that Friday when Supreme Court Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg announced a cancer recurrence while saying
her treatment was going well. As the election approaches, pollsters will
shift their models to emphasize likely voters, i.e. those who are not just
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registered but actually primed to vote. There’s some reason to believe
that could benefit Trump. One thing that has followed Biden for just
about as long as he’s been in politics is his tendency to commit gaffes.
There’s another unpredictable way in which the virus could impact the
election: by affecting turnout. Many states are moving toward mail-in
balloting, for instance, but the GOP is fighting that.


“From ‘Sleepy Joe’ to a destroyer of the ‘American way of life,’
Trump’s attacks on Biden make a dystopian shift” via Michael
Scherer and Josh Dawsey of The Washington Post — Trump has
launched a slash-and-burn campaign against an exaggerated
caricature of his Democratic opponent, casting Biden as a destroyer of
basic freedoms and a threat to voters’ safety who would “let terrorists
roam free” and “abolish the American way of life.” His new dystopian
vision, with militant and extreme language not typical in American
politics, marks a sharp departure from Trump’s previous effort to cast
Biden as “Sleepy Joe,” an establishment politician with deteriorating
mental abilities. It marks the latest effort, orchestrated by Trump’s
advisers, to shift the conversation from rising coronavirus infections and
deteriorating public support for the President’s pandemic response.


“Pandemic? What pandemic? Trump reelection ads ignore
coronavirus” via Michael Finnegan and Seema Mehta of the Los
Angeles Times — The death toll keeps rising as COVID-19 rages
across Florida, Arizona and other campaign battlegrounds, but the
television ads Trump is airing in those states say nothing about the
coronavirus pandemic that has upended life for all Americans. It’s a
conspicuous omission. Nearly every day, states that could decide the
Nov. 3 election break records of sickness and death. Trump’s ads
falsely accuse his Democratic rival Biden of trying to defund police.
They claim the former Vice President would endanger children by
letting violent crime explode in cities overrun by protesters who
vandalize stores and set buildings on fire.


“Trump plans Florida fundraising trip in two weeks” via Anthony
Man of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Trump is heading to Florida
for a July 31-Aug. 1 fundraising trip featuring events in Doral and
Tampa. One will have a side benefit for Trump: putting money in his
own pocket because it’s scheduled at the Trump National golf resort in
Doral. The Trump campaign hasn’t publicly announced the fundraising
trip, but his fundraising network was circulating invitations. Both events
offer three donor tiers: $100,000 for a roundtable, photo and reception;
$35,000 in donations or money raised from others for a photo and
reception, and $5,000 for a reception.


“Trump declines to say whether he will accept November election
results” via Felicia Sonmez of The Washington Post — Trump declined
to say whether he will accept the results of the November election,
claiming without evidence that mail-in voting due to the coronavirus
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pandemic could “rig” the outcome. In the wide-ranging interview with
Wallace, the President also continued to play down the severity of the
coronavirus crisis in the country, declined to say whether he is offended
by the Confederate flag and dismissed polls showing him trailing former
Vice President Biden by a significant margin. The interview comes as
the 2020 campaign has been upended by the pandemic, which has
claimed more than 137,000 lives in the United States. Most in-person
events have been canceled, and both political parties are planning to
hold smaller-scale conventions to limit the spread of the virus.


You knew this was coming — “Trump campaign is investigating
campaign spending, Brad Parscale contracts” via Tom LoBianco of
Business Insider — “There are two things you cannot do with Trump:
take credit for his accomplishments and steal from him,” a friend of the
President said. At the end of June, not long after Trump’s campaign
held a poorly attended rally in Tulsa, donors including Home Depot
founder Bernie Marcus complained to Trump that the campaign had no
strategy. “They built a campaign for an easy reelection, which they
would have had with the booming economy,” the Trump friend said.
They’re doing the full autopsy because the President is pissed. It’s not
abnormal for presidential campaigns to conduct internal audits of
campaign spending, Republicans familiar with the current review and
previous campaigns said.


After the removal of Brad Parscale as Donald Trump’s campaign manager, the
President is seeking a full audit of campaign spending.


“Progressives don’t love Biden, but they’re learning to love his
agenda” via Matthew Iglesias of Vox — Progressive groups
overwhelmingly favored confrontational leftists like Bernie Sanders or
Elizabeth Warren during the 2020 primary campaign. And many pretty
clearly favored younger, more diverse rising stars like Kamala Harris
and Pete Buttigieg over Joe Biden. Biden, after all, is not only a paid-
up member of the “establishment,” he’s a veteran of the long shadow
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cast over American politics by Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan.
Biden “envisions a massive public sector role for job creation,” points
out Faiz Shakir, who managed Sanders’s 2016 campaign. He doesn’t
think Biden has suddenly become a left-wing hero. But he credits
Biden, Biden’s team, and mainstream Democrats more broadly with
“understanding that in COVID-19 times there needs to be thinking about
bold practical measures.”


“How Miami plans to host an October presidential debate amid a
coronavirus pandemic” via Eric Doherty of the Miami Herald — When
Trump and Biden take the stage at Miami’s Adrienne Arsht Center for
the Performing Arts on Oct. 15, they’ll be debating before a small and
socially distanced audience, according to plans crafted by the host
facility. And everyone will be required to follow Miami-Dade County’s
“New Normal” rules for stopping the spread of the coronavirus, which
currently includes wearing face coverings. In addition to following social
distancing guidelines inside the building, “all people on-site” must also
wear a face-covering inside and outside. The plan is silent on whether
Biden and Trump must wear face masks on stage, but the county’s
rules currently require facial coverings in all public settings, and anyone
who breaks the rules is now subject to a $100 fine.


“Democrats try to rally support in virtual convention” via Dara Kam
of the News Service of Florida — For the first time, Florida Democrats
skipped the soirees, schmoozing and selfies that are a staple of their
annual convention. Instead, party leaders held a “virtual” three-day
gala, highlighted Saturday night by an online appearance by former
Vice President Biden, the presumptive Democratic presidential
nominee. The web event came as COVID-19 cases have skyrocketed
in recent weeks and the number of deaths related to the highly
contagious respiratory disease continues to soar. The virtual
convention, scheduled to last two hours but wrapped up within an hour,
featured video clips of state and national party leaders, including Biden
and Democratic National Committee Chairman Tom Perez.


“Priorities USA and others agree to drop voting lawsuit against
Florida” via Gary Fineout of POLITICO Florida — There were signs
that the lawsuit was in trouble. U.S. District Judge Robert Hinkle in late
June refused to order changes right away, including a request that
taxpayers cover postage costs for mail-in ballots. The decision to end
most or all the legal battle is yet another win for Republicans in a key
battleground state. The two sides in the lawsuit negotiated an
agreement that calls for Florida’s chief election official to educate local
election supervisors on prepaid postage and encourage them to use
drop boxes and make vote-by-mail request forms available in Spanish.
It also calls for Secretary of State Laurel Lee to undertake a public-
relations campaign to inform voters of different ways to cast a ballot.
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“CD 3 Republican Kat Cammack tells her story in new digital ad”
via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics — Cammack recently launched her
first TV ad touting her conservative credentials and dinging her
opponents in the Republican primary for Florida’s 3rd Congressional
District as “chickens.” Now, the Gainesville Republican is out with a
more subdued video chronicling her upbringing and the experiences
that led her to move to the district and work for current CD 3 U.S. Rep.
Ted Yoho, first as his campaign manager and later as his deputy chief
of staff. “Growing up in the country, and particularly on a cattle ranch,
you learn hard work early,” she says in the minute-and-a-half long
video. “It’s up in the morning feeding horses, chickens, dogs, cows, and
the same thing at night, and I’m very grateful now looking back that we
were instilled that work ethic at an early age."


To view the ad, click on the image below:


More from the trail
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“Democratic candidate Oz Vazquez drops first TV ad in bid to
unseat Brian Mast” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Vazquez is
releasing his first television ad of the cycle as he competes for a chance
to unseat Mast in November. Vazquez is battling former Navy JAG
Officer Pam Keith in the Democratic primary for Florida’s 18th
Congressional District. “Raised in Port Saint Lucie, Oz was the first in
his family to graduate college,” the narrator begins. “When his dad got
sick, Oz’ family relied on Social Security and Medicare to get by. In
Congress, Oz will make protecting our Social Security and Medicare his
top priority and work to finally bring down prescription drug costs for all
Florida families. Vote Oz Vazquez for Congress.”


To view the ad, click on the image below:


“Why are questions being raised about CD 19 candidate Casey
Askar’s military record?” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — As the
GOP primary draws near in one the most competitive races in Florida,
Askar’s background is coming under further scrutiny each day. Most
recently, a letter from the Department of the Navy in response to a
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Freedom of Information Act request seeking evidence Askar served in
the U.S. Marines. The Navy provided no such thing. The candidate’s
legal name is Kousay Askar, but all military records have his last name
spelled Asker. Florida Politics put in its own FOIA request to the Navy
asking for proof of Askar’s service, but the campaign suggested the
request be put in using the alternate spelling as well. Askar campaign
consultant Kristin Davison acknowledges name confusion as a “fair
question.”


“Cindy Banyai claims she’s outraising David Holden. Is that really
accurate?” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Banyai announced
she outraised primary opponent Holden in the race for Florida’s 19th
Congressional District. But that’s only true if the money put in by Holden
isn’t counted toward the total, and then only looking at the second
quarter of 2020 exclusively. Holden continues to hold a significant cash-
on-hand advantage in the race. “The second quarter Federal Election
Commission fundraising reports were filed this week and the results
show Dr. Cindy Banyai raised a little over $12,000 more than her
primary challenger,” Banyai claimed in a campaign release. Holden’s
second-quarter report shows $54,373 raised by his campaign in the
second quarter. Banyai’s report shows she raised $45,909 in the same
period covering April 1-June 30.


“Irv Slosberg floods SD 29 race with another $375K in self-loans as
Polsky attracts outside cash” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics —
Slosberg pumped another $375,000 of his own money into his
campaign for the Democratic nomination in Senate District 29. Slosberg
has now poured in $510,000 of his own money into his campaign since
declaring for the contest at the end of May. That gives him plenty of
money to play with as he battles Rep. Polsky of House District 81 in the
Democratic primary. The race opened when Sen. Kevin Rader
announced he would forego a second term. Polsky and Slosberg were
the only two Democrats to file for the open seat. First-time Republican
candidate Brian Andrew Norton filed for the seat in February.
Slosberg raised just over $22,000 in outside money in the nearly two
months he’s been in the race.


“Shevrin Jones adds another $90K, extends fundraising gulf in SD
35” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Jones has been the favorite of
donors in the bid for Senate District 35. The latest fundraising reports
confirmed that trend, as Jones added another $90,000. Those reports
cover all financial activity from the two-week period spanning June 27-
July 10. Jones’ campaign collected more than $18,000 during that
period. His political committee, Florida Strong Finish, brought in another
$72,000. The Florida Education Association Advocacy Fund dumped
$30,000 into Jones’ PC in early July. Floridians United for Our
Children’s Future, a PC connected to the Associated Industries of
Florida, added another $10,000. The American Federation of State,
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County and Municipal Employees, the nation’s largest public employee
trade union, contributed $7,000 as well.


“Joe Harding picks up PBA endorsement, maintains cash lead in
HD 22” via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics — Harding added an
endorsement from the Florida Police Benevolent Association as he built
his fundraising lead in the Republican primary for House District 22.
The PBA lines up alongside Gilchrist Sheriff Bobby Schultz, Levy
Sheriff Bobby McCallum, and others backing Harding over his primary
opponent, Russ Randall. The PBA endorsement dropped at the same
time candidates submitted finance reports for the June 27 — July 10
reporting period. To date, the Williston Republican has raised more
than $140,000 from donors and lent his campaign about $21,000. After
expenses, he has $118,000 in the bank. Randall, meanwhile, had
raised $111,065 and spent $41,388, leaving him with $69,666 on hand
on July 10.


—“Florida Democratic Party gives $17K bump to Jennifer Webb in
HD 69 race” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics


“Donna Barcomb slams Fiona McFarland over ‘Black Lives Matter’
remarks” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Days after McFarland
uttered the words “Black Lives Matter,” email and text blasts are
scolding the first-time Republican candidate for even using the phrase.
Barcomb attacked the choice of words in a text and message to voters.
“I do not believe our police, our Sheriff, or our justice system is
inherently racist,” the Barcomb blast reads. “Unlike Fiona, I will never,
ever defund the police.” But McFarland never specifically said that she
would defund the police and is even running a television ad stating that
she “will stand with law enforcement to keep our streets safe.”
McFarland stated: “Black lives matter. Police also matter. These two
ideas are not mutually exclusive.” Barcomb said the use of the
particular phrase unmistakably embraces the Black Lives Matter
movement at the heart of sometimes violent demonstrations across the
country.


What Steve Crisafulli is reading — “RSLC is raising cash faster
than it did in 2016” via Florida Politics staff reports — The Republican
State Leadership Committee said this week that it was in a much better
position at the end of Q2 2020 than it was at the same checkpoint in the
last two election cycles. The committee and its partner group, the State
Government Leadership Foundation, raised a combined $10.8 million
between April 1 and June 30. The haul is $5 million better than what the
Democratic Legislative Campaign Committee managed over the same
period. RSLC works to elect Republicans in down-ballot, state-level
offices. DLCC does the same for Democrats. “The RSLC, its members,
and donors know that the direction of our country for the next decade
hangs in the balance of state elections this year, and have stepped-up
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accordingly,” said Bill McCollum, RSLC Chairman and former Florida
congressman and Attorney General.


  


“April Griffin barely pays her own taxes, but she wants to collect
yours” via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — In the past week,
Griffin has launched a volley of attacks against Nancy Millan. The
snipes have little bearing on the job they’re running for, Griffin doesn’t
cast doubt on whether Millan, a longtime Tax Collector employee, is
qualified for the job and she doesn’t attempt to paint Millan as
untrustworthy or out of touch. There’s a good reason for that: Griffin is
smart enough to know people who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw
stones. For someone running to be Hillsborough’s Tax Collector, Griffin
has a poor history of paying her taxes. She has been delinquent in
paying the property taxes for a home she owns on Henry Ave. for a
decade running, to the point the house was nearly seized and
auctioned off to pay the tab.


April Griffin wants to collect Hillsborough County taxes, though she is often
delinquent on her own.


Down ballot
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“In the worst public health crisis in generations, DeSantis is a
massive fail” via The Palm Beach Post editorial board — Once again,
Florida is a national laughingstock. But this time, the joke is literally a
sick one. Last Sunday, July 12, Florida recorded a chilling national
record: more than 15,300 new COVID-19 cases in a single day. If
Florida were a country, it would rank fourth in the world in this appalling
category. Our new peers: the United States, Brazil and India. On
Thursday, Florida chalked up its highest-ever daily death total: 156
COVID-19 fatalities. Which followed the previous high, set just two days
before, of 132. On Wednesday, the state’s total of cases since the start
of the pandemic crashed past 300,000. And DeSantis arrogantly called
the frightening surge “a blip.” This denotes incompetence. And the
whole country sees it.


Top opinion


  Opinions
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“‘No mask, no entry. Is that clear enough? That seems pretty clear,
right?’” via Eli Saslow of The Washington Post — I’ll never understand
what’s so hard about putting on a mask for a few minutes. It’s common
sense. It’s a requirement now in North Carolina. But this is a
conservative place, and there are only 900 people in this town. We try
hard to get along. We found out how much they cared. It became clear
real quick. I’d watch customers pull into the parking lot without their
faces covered, and my whole body would start to tense up. Our store is
on the Intracoastal Waterway, and people from all over the world dock
in the harbor and come in here for supplies. It’s a big petri dish. I put a
shield up over my register, and a few hours into my shift it was covered
with spittle. Then the local sheriff went on Facebook and said he wasn’t
going to enforce the state requirement because he didn’t want to be the
“mask police.”


“Black Lives Matter isn’t complete without #SayHerName” via Karen
Attiah of The Washington Post — Seven years ago, in July 2013,
activist Opal Tometi took a cue from her friend Alicia Garza’s
Facebook post and registered the website BlackLivesMatter.com. Since
then, as we all know, #BlackLivesMatter has become much more than a
hashtag, animating mass protest in the aftermath of the police killings of
Black men. But there’s another facet to this story, and it’s something
new. Historically, Black women have been pushed to the margins of our
protest moments. This time Black women’s activism is front and center.
Consider #SayHerName, which has emerged as a parallel rallying cry
for Black women killed, assaulted and raped by police. The shooting
death of Breonna Taylor by Kentucky police in March is the most
recent and high-profile example.


“Bullying the Miami-Dade school district to reopen in August is
just reckless” via the Miami Herald editorial board — The monumental
decision on whether to reopen Miami-Dade schools in August is not on
Wednesday’s School Board agenda, but it’s likely to pop up. After all,
how to deal with this pandemic is the district’s most crucial decision in
ages. The burden of deciding whether we continue with online
schooling whether we physically return to class return to class
physically falls largely on Superintendent Alberto Carvalho and the
elected members of the School Board, who rely on his counsel.
Carvalho has maintained that he will follow the advice of health experts
and the coronavirus dashboard on what is best for the district’s 350,000
students, parents, teachers and staff, and the community. His is the
most pragmatic, and empathetic, approach to this scary eventuality.


“A consequence of Marsy’s Law secrecy: Less accountability for
police who use force” via the Orlando Sentinel editorial board —
Given the protests and calls for police accountability that have engulfed
America, the last thing the criminal and judicial system needs is less
transparency. But that’s what’s been playing out in a Tallahassee
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courtroom, where the city’s police department is trying to shield the
identity of two officers involved in recent shootings. For now, they are
known as “John Doe 1” and “John Doe 2.” They might remain that way
thanks to Marsy’s Law, which should be renamed “The Law of
Unintended Consequences.” It was designed to protect the rights of
crime victims. That sounded good to 62% of Florida voters, who passed
it as a constitutional amendment in 2018. It hasn’t turned so good for
open government, and the state Legislature needs to clarify the law the
next chance it gets.


  


Florida’s number of COVID-19 cases (and fatalities) keep piling up, and
Gov. DeSantis tries once again to downplay the danger.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— As for the pandemic, you won’t see any improvement just yet. Quite
the opposite. In the past week, Florida set records for COVID-19 deaths


Today's Sunrise
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and new cases. But DeSantis still insists there’s no need to panic.


— While the Governor tries to minimize fears, Democrats in the state’s
Congressional delegation are sounding the alarm.


— Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Lois Frankel, Ted Deutch and
Shalala are asking DeSantis to step up his game against COVID-19.


— Checking-in with two Florida Men who have taken an interest in
animals: One ended up in the hospital after encountering an iguana,
and the other is planning an X-rated movie about Carole Baskin and
the Tiger King.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“Play ball? Experts send mixed signals on MLB 60-game season”
via Jake Seiner of The Associated Press — Thirty baseball teams from


Aloe
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28 cities, trying to play 60 games each amid a coronavirus pandemic
that seemingly hasn’t peaked in the United States. “Baseball games
can work,” said Dr. David Hamer, professor of global health at the
Boston University School of Public Health. “I think it’s feasible.” Public
health experts have mixed feelings about baseball’s hopes to open its
season on July 23. There is optimism because of the nature of the sport
itself, which produces less on-field risk than basketball, football, or
hockey. Then again, players and their families face a daunting task
staying safe away from the ballpark, especially with teams traveling to
and from hard-hit regions, including Florida and Texas.


Arizona Diamondbacks players watch from the stadium seats during an
intrasquad game at Chase Field, in Phoenix. MLB has provided teams with a 113-
page operations manual detailing protocols for its pandemic-shortened 60-game


regular season. Players will be tested every 48 hours. Masks and social
distancing are always required, except on the field. Backups will watch games


from the stands instead of the dugout. No sunflower seeds. No spitting. No licking
fingers. Image via AP.


“From Miami radio host to prime time on MSNBC, how Joy Reid is
making journalism history” via Caroline Ghisolfi of the Miami Herald
— Fifteen years ago, Reid made a dream board with her two greatest
aspirations: Write a bestselling book and be invited as a guest on the
MSNBC political talk show, “Hardball with Chris Matthews.” Three
books and several promotions later, Reid is on her way to take over
Matthews’ 7 p.m. weeknight slot and become the first Black woman to
host a prime-time talk show on a major network when her show, “The
ReidOut,” premieres Monday on MSNBC. “Surprise! There will be a
Black lady in prime time,” Reid told theGrio.com, where she served as
managing editor from 2011 to 2014 after the news broke. Reid replaces
Matthews, who resigned in March amid on-air gaffes and allegations of
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sexual misconduct in the newsroom. “Hardball” had been on the air
since 1997.


“Florida man captures video of a shark eating another shark” via
Earl Killer of USA Today — Florida paddleboarder and professional
photographer Jack Bates frequently sees all forms of sea life during his
outings and usually brings a couple of GoPro cameras. He learned a
long time ago, you just never know what you will see. On a Tuesday
afternoon outing at his favorite beach in Florida, he saw something in
about 4 feet of water that he'll never forget. "It was pretty incredible,"
Bates said. "I'm glad I had my camera." Only a few yards from public
beach access, Bates saw a large tiger shark feeding on the carcass of
a large dead hammerhead shark.


  


Happy belated birthday wishes to Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry.
Celebrating today are state Sen. Darryl Rouson and William Large of
the Florida Justice Reform Institute.


Happy birthday
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Florida’s ports are looking for ways to get commerce flowing again, and
working to boost trade with Mexico could be the spark they’re looking for.


This week, the Florida Ports Council and the Puertos y Marina Mercante held
the first meeting of the Florida/Mexico Working Group, which was formed to
identify issues, opportunities, and challenges in strengthening international
commerce at all Florida seaports.


The tête-à-tête was long in the making. Representatives from FPC ports,
Enterprise Florida and World Trade Center Miami traveled to Mexico a year
ago, and Mexican port officials came to the Sunshine State in November to
hammer out the details of the working group.


“The establishment of the working group, proposed in the Letter of Intent


First Shot







signed by the Merchant Marine and the Florida Ports Council last November,
is an example of the commitment and interest of both parties to make this
relationship an axis of trade and investment between Mexico and the United
States,” said Mexico in Miami Consul General Jonathan Chiat Auerbach,
who helped schedule meetings for the delegation when they visited Mexico.


The group’s first meeting also comes at an opportune time — the new United
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement went into effect today.


“Mexico has long been one of Florida’s strongest trading partners, but we see
substantial opportunities for growth in bilateral waterborne trade,” FPC
President and CRO Doug Wheeler said. “The Letter of Intent that was signed
in November by Florida and the Mexican gulf ports was just the first step in
this process, and the meeting of the working group this week furthered our
commitment to pursue benefits and solutions an all-water route will provide.”


Puertos y Marina Mercante coordinator Héctor López Gutiérrez added, “For
Mexico, sea routes including cabotage service and short-distance navigation
are very important … for the ports of Florida and Central America, with which
we have already started a new route, a very important panorama of
development of intermodal chains has opened up and is convenient for all the
countries that are involved. It helps to solve many of the problems that
currently appear in the mentioned chains.


“So, I hope that the integration of the working group and the participation of
the ports and agencies that participate will make it a very successful project,
we could even say exemplary, in regards to national and international trade.”


  


Positive cases:


— 156,288 FL residents (+6,507 since Tuesday)


— 2,709 Non-FL residents (+56 since Tuesday)


Origin:


— 2,527 Travel related


— 53,823 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,483 Both


— 97,455 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 14,825 in FL


Deaths:


Coronavirus Numbers







— 3,650 in FL


  


As of Tuesday:


Total claims: 2,787,054


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,569,304


— Claim verification queue: 187,363


— Claims processed: 2,381,941


— Claims paid: 1,604,550 (+19,975 since Monday)


Total paid out: $8.32 billion (+$60 million since Monday)


Unemployment Numbers


  


1. “Donald Trump: Black Lives Matter is a ‘symbol of hate’” via Max
Cohen of POLITICO


2. “The ‘rocket ship’ economic recovery is crashing” via Jim Tankersley
and Ben Casselman of The New York Times


3. “Marco Rubio, Rick Scott howl at Hong Kong crackdown” via AG
Gancarski of Florida Politics


4. “Inside Moderna: The COVID vaccine front-runner with no track
record and an unsparing CEO” via Peter Loftus and Gregory Zuckerman of
The Wall Street Journal


5. “‘Cries for help’: Drug overdoses are soaring during the coronavirus
pandemic” via William Wan and Heather Long of The Washington Post


6. “When proof is not enough” via Mimi Onuoha of FiveThirtyEight


7. “Ron DeSantis’ silence on masks betrays military lesson: Protect
yourself” via Philip Levine for the Orlando Sentinel


8. “DeSantis, on Fourth of July coronavirus risk: ‘take some small
precautions’” via Kirby Wilson of the Tampa Bay Times


9. “Dem lawmakers increasingly frustrated with Gov. DeSantis’ timing on
foreclosure/eviction moratorium” via Michael Moline of the Florida Phoenix


10. “RNC chair Ronna McDaniel insists Jacksonville convention will be
‘safe and healthy’ after city mandates masks” via Talia Kaplan of Fox
News


11. “As Central Florida testing increases again, so do COVID-19 cases” via


Evening Reads
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Scott Powers of Florida Politics


12. “Jackson Health to halt elective surgeries as South Florida adds nearly
2K more COVID-19 cases” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


13. “Miami-Dade to limit access to restaurants, hotels as July Fourth
weekend nears” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


14. “Southwest Florida sees further rise in COVID-19 caseload” via Jacob
Ogles of Florida Politics


15. “Court clears way for case against Parkland school monitor” via Jim
Saunders of the News Service of Florida


16. “A push to make Black history classes a college graduation
requirement in FL is mostly talk but no action” via Isaac Morgan of the
Florida Phoenix


17. “Hollywood and the police: A deep, complicated and now strained
relationship” via Tatiana Siegel of The Hollywood Reporter
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“Doing things outdoors in Florida is less risky than doing things where you’re
packed indoors. By and large, the virus does not like sunshine, heat and
humidity. I think every study has shown that.” — Gov. Ron DeSantis,
recommending Floridians celebrate 4th of July at the beach.


Quote of the Day


  Bill Day's Latest
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COVID-19 Evening Media Clips
 
 
 
 


Television
 


00:54
PlayDirect Link
Bay News 9 Your Midday News at 11
Time Jul 10, 2020 11:00 AM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 11:00 AM EDT
Category News
Call Sign BAY9 (BAY9)
Market DMA: 12 Tampa, FL
Language English
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PlayDirect Link
News 13 Your Midday News at 10
Time Jul 10, 2020 10:46 AM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 10:46 AM EDT
Category News
Call Sign CFLN (Spectrum News)
Market DMA: 18 Orlando, FL
Language English
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Market DMA: 18 Orlando, FL
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Print
 
State's daily death toll tops 100; Record 120 eclipses previous high, 83, reported April 28
Date Collected Jul 10, 2020 10:43 AM EDT
Category Local
Source The Palm Beach Post
Author By Jane Musgrave, The Palm Beach Post
Market United States
Language English
 
The number of deaths from COVID-19 skyrocketed in Florida on Thursday with a record-setting 120
fatalities reported, including nine in Palm Beach County, according to the Florida Department of
Health.
 
The soaring death count came on a day when Florida passed a grim milestone, surpassing 4,000
deaths since the pandemic began sweeping the state in March.
 
The death toll for the state now stands at 4,111, including nonresidents who died in Florida.
 
In Palm Beach County, 592 have died. A 36-year-old woman is among the latest to succumb to the
deadly respiratory disease.
 
The rising death toll comes
 
as the number of confirmed coronavirus cases continues to climb and as three more hospitals in the
county announced they are canceling some elective surgeries to make sure enough beds are
available to treat COVID-19 patients.
 
The state reported 8,935 new cases, pushing the total to 232,718, the third-highest in the nation.
The 118,700 new cases tallied in the past two weeks is more than were reported in the preceding
four months.
 
With the addition of 425 more cases, 18,656 county residents have been diagnosed with the virus.
Slightly more than a third of its total cases have been logged in the past two weeks.
 
While the number of COVID-19 deaths reported by the state can fluctuate wildly, Florida has never
before tallied more than 100 in a single day. The previous high, 83, came in late April.
 
Over the past two weeks, the state is averaging 49 deaths a day from the virus.
 
At an afternoon news conference, Gov. Ron DeSantis insisted there is no cause for concern.
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"You should take precautions," he said. "But there is no reason to panic. There is no reason to be
fearful."
 
U.S. Labor Secretary Eugene Scalia, who joined DeSantis at the news conference in Jacksonville,
lauded the recent jobs report that showed 7.5 million people went back to work in May and June.
 
"We're reopen. We're rebounding," Scalia said. "We're going to continue to work to maintain that
momentum."
 
DeSantis agreed. While Broward and Miami-Dade counties have reimposed restrictions on
restaurants and other businesses to stop the spread of the virus, DeSantis showed no interest in
following their leads.
 
"At the end of the day, we need our society to function. We need our society to move forward," he
said. "We can't just leave society on the mat."
 
While health officials have said the virus is spreading rapidly throughout Florida, DeSantis insisted
people face the greatest risks in their homes, particularly those where young people live with elderly
parents or grandparents.
 
"The overwhelming No. 1 transmission zone is your home," he said, without citing a study that backs
up his assertion.
 
Tracking hospital numbers
 
Determining the spread of the virus, beyond the number of cases and deaths, is difficult.
 
Unlike most other states in the country, Florida doesn't report how many people are hospitalized on
a given day. Instead, it reports a figure called "hospitalizations." On Thursday, it reach 17,167.
 
But, people shouldn't think that the number is a "daily snapshot," health officials said Thursday in
response to questions. It's just the number of hospitalizations that have been reported to the agency
over the course of the pandemic.
 
"These may not necessarily be new cases," the department said in an email. "Individuals who are
hospitalized due to COVID-19 are added to the total number as soon as the Department of Health
receives that information."
 
A team of researchers at Florida International University, that is compiling hospitalization data from
information it receives from the Florida Agency on Health Care Administration, is reporting that
hospitalization rates are soaring.
 
On July 6, the latest day for which figures are available, 611 people were hospitalized for COVID-19
in Palm Beach County. Of those, 121 were in intensive care and 72 of them were on ventilators.







 
Half of ICUs nearly full
 
Records from the health care administration show medical centers are filling up.
 
Nearly half of Florida's intensive-care units are at least 90% full, and more than 1 in 5 are completely
full, according to the agency. The state doesn't report how many patients in the ICUs are being
treated for COVID-19.
 
In Palm Beach County, nearly 22% of ICU beds are empty. But, the capacity at some hospitals is low
at a time of year, the summer, when local hospitals usually have plenty of capacity.
 
The climbing caseloads prompted HCA Healthcare, which owns Palms West Hospital in Loxahatchee,
JFK Medical Center in Atlantis and JFK North in West Palm Beach, to restrict what it called "non-
urgent elective procedures."
 
The action was taken "to preserve inpatient beds for incoming patients," it said in a statement.
 
Bethesda East and West and Boca Raton Regional hospitals on Wednesday said that they were
postponing elective surgeries that require overnight stays.
 
JFK North had no empty ICU beds, the state agency reported. Bethesda West in Boynton Beach,
Good Samaritan Medical Center in West Palm Beach and Lakeside Medical Center in Belle Glade all
had only one ICU bed available, it said.
 
St. Mary's Medical Center, Jupiter Medical Center and West Boca Medical Center each had five
empty beds. The numbers fluctuate on a daily basis.
 
St. Mary's again put a tent in the parking lot to handle pre-patient screening. Tenet Healthcare,
which owns it and four other medical centers in the county, said it wasn't planning to cancel elective
surgeries.
 
Hospitals have ways to increase their number of ICU beds by using other areas to handle critically ill
patients, said Robin Kish, a spokeswoman for the Palm Beach County Health Care District. It runs
Lakeside in Belle Glade.
 
Steven Seeley, vice president and chief operations officer at Jupiter Medical Center, said the
situation is being monitored closely. At this point, he said the hospital has plenty of capacity.
 
"Should we see a surge in volumes, we would evaluate the need to postpone elective surgeries
temporarily, but we are not at that point currently," Seeley said.
 
DeSantis said staffing is the biggest problem facing hospitals that are dealing with what he called "a
blip" in caseloads.
 







"They have plenty of capacity, but not enough staff," he said. COVID-19 patients must be isolated
and require more monitoring than others, he said. "It's just more labor-intensive."
 
Earlier this week, he pledged to send 100 medical workers to Jackson Health System in Miami, which
canceled elective surgeries last week as admissions spiked. He said another 100 soon will be sent to
the Tampa area and plans are in place to help staff hospitals in other parts of the state as well.
 
 
 
Coronavirus Florida: First responders take more steps to stay safe as cases surge
Date Collected Jul 10, 2020 10:00 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Daytona Beach News Journal
Author Hannah Winston
Market Daytona Beach, FL
Language English
 
As the number of coronavirus cases across Palm Beach County and the nation continue to climb, fire
departments across the county are dealing with positive tests within their own staffs and taking
more restrictive measures to make sure their frontline workers remain healthy.
 
Palm Beach County Fire Rescue Chief Reginald Duren told county commissioners Tuesday about the
challenges his first responders have been met with and precautions they have taken to do their jobs
and remain safe, with no end to the virus in sight.
 
Duren said, “by all indications, things are not getting better. They’re not getting steady. They seem
to be getting worse at this time.”
 
More than 230,000 people have tested positive for the virus in Florida and more than 4,000 have
died, after the state broke a one-day record for deaths with 120 on Thursday. In Palm Beach County,
there were 578 deaths and more than 18,000 positive cases of COVID-19, the illness that the virus
causes.
 
“Emotionally it’s very difficult to deal with knowing the potential that exists,” Duren said. “You see
the impacts of this disease and the far ranges of the extreme, which you can be harmed by it. But in
many cases, it’s just the unknown.”
 
At the beginning of the year, just as tests were becoming available in the United States, Delray Beach
Fire Rescue Assistant Chief Greg Giaccone said his department’s biggest challenge was the lack of
personal protective equipment.
 
In the beginning, “a lot of those people being transported that didn’t seem to be COVID-positive, (we
later learned) were positive,” he said.
 
As time went on, the department got its hands on more PPE, but cases began surging again, so
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Delray Beach increased its safety measures. Now, no matter the call, first responders must wear the
minimum of masks, goggles and gloves, Giaccone said.
 
Concerns about staffing
 
 
As of this week, Palm Beach County Fire Rescue had 109 of their 1,360 first responders either in
preventive quarantine or diagnosed with the virus. Since March, they’ve had 36 staffers test positive.
As of Tuesday, 24 had the virus and two remained in intensive care, according to Duren.
 
After Duren spoke with the commissioners, Commissioner Melissa McKinlay noted that it was about
10 percent of his first responders who were out because of the virus.
 
“I hope the public will hear this story that there are 109 of your men and women who are in
quarantine right now that have had possible exposure who have their own families to go home to at
night. (...) They’re putting their lives on the line to keep us safe,” she said. “The least we can do is be
respectful and follow the guidelines.”
 
Duren said there was concern about smaller departments and the possibility of losing staff if the
spread continues.
 
In West Palm Beach, there has been one recorded case of the virus in its department of 230 since
March. In Delray Beach, eight of its 161 first responders have tested positive for the coronavirus in
the same time period.
 
As of Wednesday, six in West Palm Beach are on preventative quarantine. There are seven out in
Delray Beach, with one positive case and six waiting for test results.
 
At one point, Giaccone said his department had 15 staffers out out on preventative quarantine. He
said the department was able to compensate for its losses with overtime for healthy workers, but it
has put more measures in place to help mitigate a wider spread.
 
 
He said it was able to go more than a month without any positive cases, and appeared to have a
handle of the situation ahead of it. But, when Gov. Ron DeSantis allowed South Florida to reopen in
May, the department was hit again, Giaccone said.
 
Duren said his department’s 109 members in quarantine is the highest it has been since it began
facing the virus.
 
“It cannot be stated strongly enough that we have to some ways to go until a resolution of this
virus,” Duren said Tuesday.
 
Changes to gear, practices
 







Giaccone said Delray Beach stepped up more precautions within the department, including
mandatory masks around the station and more cleaning, as well as changing the way they have
meals together.
 
Usually, dinner would be a big social gathering at each station. Now, they’re limiting eating to units
only, which usually consist of three people.
 
When first responders are out on calls now and have a confirmed cases of coronavirus, he said they
suit up fully with gowns, and at least one person, usually the one handling the patient, will wear a
powered air-purifying respirator.
 
The battery-powered device uses a blower that pulls air through an attached filter or cartridge that
covers the entire head and neck of the individual wearing it, according to the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
 
“And that’s three or four calls (a day),” Giaccone said. “But now we’re treating every call like it’s
COVID.”
 
Duren said even with extra decontamination, wearing more masks within their department and
other preventative measures in place, his crews only can control what they themselves are doing to
mitigate the spread.
 
“We don’t know to what extent our workforce will be impacted. We’re taking significant measures to
decrease that while our employees are at work, and we certainly give them a significant amount of
training and resources,” he said Tuesday.
 
“But it’s a community effort as well.”
 
 
 
South Florida tri-county adds nearly 4,600 new COVID-19 cases, crossing 100K mark overall
Date Collected Jul 10, 2020 12:11 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Author Ryan Nicol
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
South Florida’s tri-county area added 4,560 new coronavirus cases in Friday’s report from the Florida
Department of Health. That means the region has now crossed 100,000 total recorded cases since
the outbreak began.
 
Miami-Dade County added 2,380 new cases in Friday’s report, which covers new data from Thursday
morning to Friday morning. Broward added 1,603 new cases, while Palm Beach tallied 577 cases.
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Those three counties have now recorded 104,279 cases overall. If the region — home to just over 6
million people — were a country, it would sit just outside the top 20 in total cases and would possess
one of the worst per capita infection rates of any nation in the world.
 
The death rate in all three counties did drop once again as the virus continues its spread among
younger residents. The significant spike in cases in recent weeks has not translated to a higher rate
of death. As more Floridians have been infected, however, the state has recorded its highest two
death totals of the outbreak in the previous two days.
 
Thursday’s reports saw sharp surges in the share of tests coming back positive in both Broward and
Miami-Dade counties. Friday’s report saw that number drop back down to the range seen in recent
weeks — though that level still remains dangerously high. Broward recorded a 15% positivity rate in
Friday’s report, while Miami-Dade sat at a 20.2% rate.
 
 
Each major South Florida county has persisted above a 10% positivity rate for at least two straight
weeks. While the share of Floridians dying from the virus is falling in the area, more and more are
contracting the disease. That has some worried a spike in deaths could follow as individuals’
conditions worsen.
 
Here are the weekly numbers for the previous two weeks throughout the South Florida tri-county
area:
 
Miami-Dade
 
— June 26-July 2: 1,727 new cases per day, 18.2% positivity rate
 
— July 3-9: 2,289 new cases per day, 21% positivity rate
 
 
Broward
 
— June 26-July 2: 694 new cases per day, 12.9% positivity rate
 
— July 3-9: 1,213 new cases per day, 15.6% positivity rate
 
Palm Beach
 
— June 26-July 2: 403 new cases per day, 11.3% positivity rate
 
— July 3-9: 553 new cases per day, 13.5% positivity rate
 
___
 
Editor’s note on methodology: The Florida Department of Health releases new data every morning







around 10:45 a.m. The total number reported in those daily reports include the previous day’s totals
as well as the most up to date data as of about 9:30 a.m.
 
Florida Politics uses the report-over-report increase to document the number of new cases each day
because it represents the most up-to-date data available. Some of the more specific data, including
positivity rates and demographics, considers a different data set that includes only cases reported
the previous day.
 
This is important to note because the DOH report lists different daily totals than our methodology to
show day-over-day trends. Their numbers do not include non-residents who tested positive in the
state and they only include single-day data, therefore some data in the DOH report may appear
lower than what we report.
 
Our methodology was established based on careful consideration among our editorial staff to
capture both the most recent and accurate trends.
 
 
 
15 more COVID-19 deaths across Central Florida
Date Collected Jul 10, 2020 12:11 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Author Scott Powers
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
For the second day in a row, the new coronavirus took a heavy death toll across Central Florida, as
the six-county region recorded 15 deaths attributed to COVID-19 in the latest report from the
Florida Department of Health.
 
The latest toll included nine more deaths recorded in Orange County and five more in Volusia
County, which the previous day had suffered six and five deaths respectively. The other death
reported in Central Florida Friday occurred in Brevard County, which the day before had also
suffered six deaths.
 
The day before, the 20 deaths reported by the Florida Department of Health in Thursday’s update on
Florida’s COVID-19 outbreak were a startling break from what had been seen in previous weeks,
when the daily death toll was always in the single digits, usually fewer than five, across the Central
Florida region. The 15 reported Friday suggests more than just a fluke spike in deaths.
 
Central Florida’s experience is consistent with Florida’s as a whole. On Friday state health officials
confirmed another 93 Florida resident deaths tied to COVID-19 over the past 24 hours, putting the
state’s death toll at 4,102 as of Friday morning. That followed a record-shattering 120 new deaths
included in Thursday’s update.
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The tragic news comes as the overall counts for the six counties across greater Orlando continued to
show signs of having plateaued after peaking at the end of June and the beginning of July.
 
 
Yet data since March have shown that daily totals of deaths from COVID-19 tend to go up and down
about 21 to 25 days after the numbers of newly-confirmed cases rise and fall. Central Florida’s
COVID-19 case totals began what had become a dramatic rise in numbers around June 18. That was
21 days ago.
 
Friday’s report showed state officials had logged 553 new COVID-19 cases in Orange County since
the Thursday report, up from the 401 the previous day, and 426 the day before that. In Friday’s
report, Volusia County logged 220 new cases; Osceola County, 192; Seminole County, 161, Brevard
County, 119, and Lake County, 117.
 
Overall, the region saw 1,362 new cases of COVID-19 recorded, the highest number since last
Sunday. Yet the region’s rolling seven-day average of daily totals remain relatively unchanged, at
1,225, which is down by more than 100 new cases per day from a peak seen late last week.
 
___
 
Editor’s note on methodology: The Florida Department of Health releases new data every morning
around 10:45 a.m. The total number reported in those daily reports include the previous day’s totals
as well as the most up to date data as of about 9:30 a.m.
 
 
Florida Politics uses the report-over-report increase to document the number of new cases each day
because it represents the most up-to-date data available. Some of the more specific data, including
positivity rates and demographics, considers a different data set that includes only cases reported
the previous day.
 
This is important to note because the DOH report lists different daily totals than our methodology to
show day-over-day trends. Their numbers do not include nonresidents who tested positive in the
state and they only include single-day data, therefore some data in the DOH report may appear
lower than what we report.
 
Our methodology was established based on careful consideration among our editorial staff to
capture both the most recent and accurate trends.
 
 
 
COVID-19 telehealth clinic getting overloaded with Tampa Bay patients
Date Collected Jul 10, 2020 12:10 PM EDT
Category Local
Source 10connects.com
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
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Language English
 
What started out as a resource has become a lifeline.
 
The COCO Clinic or "COVID Confirmed Clinic" is an outpatient, telemedicine clinic operated almost
entirely by fourth-year medical students and nurse practitioner students, a way for young medical
minds in Tampa to alleviate the hospital load caused by the pandemic.
 
A partnership between the Florida Department of Health in Hillsborough County, the Morsani
College of Medicine at the University of South Florida, and Tampa General Hospital, the COCO Clinic
sets out to accomplish two main goals:
 
1) Make sure every coronavirus patient has access to healthcare: Uninsured and underprivileged
people who contract COVID-19 could be left without a doctor or medical professional to turn to.
That's where the clinic steps in to offer accessible and consistent medical guidance.
 
2) Do everything possible to keep infected people at home: Using technology, the staff at the clinic is
able to reach people through telehealth practices either by phone or video chat. This model keeps
an infected person at home in isolation while also prevents unnecessary use of hospital resources.
 
Initially, the clinic accepted patients from all over the state, but with the pandemic raging through
Tampa Bay, they're now only accepting internal referrals.
 
With hospitals filling up, the COCO clinic is now vital in moving patients out to free up beds even if
someone is not fully recovered.
 
"Patients are sicker than usual because hospitals are getting full and they have to discharge patients
quickly and as such we have more patients on oxygen and vital monitoring at home," said Dr.
Elimarys Perez-Colon, who supervises the Coco Clinic staff.
 
At the time of this article, The Florida Department of Health was reporting 17,562 positive residents
in Hillsborough County.
 
While also helping patients, the clinic is able to provide research and more comprehensive data to
the Department of Health.
 
 
 
Lee Health reducing its elective surgeries
Date Collected Jul 10, 2020 12:27 PM EDT
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Lee Health is scaling back the number of elective surgeries it performs at its hospitals in response to
surging numbers of COVID-19 patients and strained intensive care units, the hospital system's top
administrator said Thursday.
 
This comes barely two months after Lee Health resumed the procedures as Gov. Ron DeSantis began
Phase II of the state's reopening.
 
Not all such procedures will be canceled. Rather, the number of surgeries will be based on a daily
review of patient volumes, Lee Health's president and CEO, Larry Antonucci, said Thursday in a
teleconference with reporters.
 
"Most elective surgeries are necessary procedures to improve the quality of life of our patients. And
I am thankful for the understanding of those whose procedures may be delayed," Antonucci said.
"This is a necessary action we must take to keep our hospitals from being overrun and for the overall
well-being of our community."
 
As of Thursday, Lee Health's intensive care units were at 87% capacity, according to the hospital
system. About 64% of its ventilators were available.
 
Overall, 84% of its hospital beds were in use. Nearly a quarter of those, 311 as of Thursday, were
patients isolated for COVID-19, Antonucci said. Lee Health has averaged 286 coronavirus patients
any given day this month, compared to about 115 during the same period last month.
 
"The number of patients we are caring for in our hospitals is unprecedented for the summer
months. We are seeing volumes that are about 35% higher than normal for this time of year,"
Antonucci said.
 
Lee Health and NCH Healthcare System are again resuming daily press briefings on COVID-19
statistics, something they had stopped doing weeks ago as some businesses started reopening.
 
NCH has 120 of its beds available, including 101 regular adult beds and 19 for critical-care patients,
said Jonathan Kling, chief nursing officer for the hospital system. In the case of an emergency surge
in patients, it can expand from its 715 total beds to 1,000, he said.
 
As of Thursday, NCH was using only 10 of its 153 ventilators, Kling said.
 
"We are seeing patients that are seeking treatment for COVID-19 shift younger to a median age of
44 years old," he said. "As a result of these younger patients, they're requiring less critical care and
ventilator usage than what we saw at the onset of the pandemic."
 
Florida on Thursday counted 232,718 total coronavirus cases and 4,111 deaths.
 
At least 8,191 Lee County residents have tested positive, according to the state's Department of
Health. Of those, 684 have been hospitalized and 176 have died.







 
In Collier County, 5,487 residents have tested positive. Of those, 392 have been hospitalized and 85
have died.
 
 
 
Volusia County leaders provide update on county’s response to COVID-19
Date Collected Jul 10, 2020 1:25 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Click Orlando
Market Orlando, FL
Language English
 
Volusia County is seeing an increase in fatalities in coronavirus cases, county leaders said Friday.
 
In Volusia County, there have been a total of 3,454 positive cases in Volusia County since March,
according to the Florida Department of Health. The county has also had an increase of 14 deaths
compared to the week prior, bringing the area total to 72 deaths.
 
“If you test positive, please notify anyone you’ve come into close contact with so that they can
prevent further spread,” Patricia Boswell, Administrator, Florida Department of Health in Volusia
County said.
 
According to officials, 288 people have required hospitalization because of the virus.
 
According to the DOH data of coronavirus cases in long-term care facilities, there are now five in
Volusia that have reported COVID-19 outbreaks: Bishop’s Glen Retirement Center, Ocean View
Nursing and Rehab Center, University East rehabilitation Center, Opis Coquine Center in Ormond
Beach and Sunrise Community of Northeast Florida.
 
“Our facilities are watching this census closely and have plans in place, in the event they experienced
a surge in COVID patients,” Boswell added.
 
Officials urge caution as the positivity rate in Volusia County continues to rise.
 
“Volusia County’s positivity rate is now 11%, the rate continues to rise. At this time last week, our
positivity rate was just over 9%,” Boswell said.
 
On Friday, city leaders in Bunnell passed a mask mandate requiring people to wear a face-covering in
public.
 
 
Officials said there are circumstances that would allow residents to not have to wear a mask in
public. To see a list of complete details click or tap here.
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COVID-19 testing at the Volusia County Fairgrounds was canceled on Friday.
 
According to officials, the testing was canceled due to a delay in the committed delivery and an
overwhelming demand on the labs.”
 
At 11:00 a.m. Thursday, Family Health Source received a notice that labs had become overwhelmed,
forcing the site to close our early Thursday and cancel Friday’s testing, a news release said.
 
“We will extend our testing at Volusia County Fairgrounds on Monday the 13th and Tuesday the
14th from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.,” officials said.
 
As of Friday, the Florida Department of Health has reported 244,151 cases since March 1. In the past
24 hours, 11,433 new cases were reported in Florida.
 
 
 
Gov. DeSantis defends Florida reopening, yet expects long struggle with COVID-19
Date Collected Jul 10, 2020 2:12 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Author A.G. Gancarski
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis disputed claims by Dr. Anthony Fauci that Florida “jumped over a couple of
checkpoints” in haste to reopen the state.
 
“There was really no justification to not move forward,” DeSantis told reporters at an Orlando area
media conference on Friday, disputing the take of one of the members of the White House
Coronavirus Task Force.
 
“We did Phase One at the beginning of May. Our best test results were May and the first few weeks
of June,” DeSantis said. “It wouldn’t take six weeks to see something if that were the cause.”
 
Southern Florida was on a “different pathway,” DeSantis said.
 
“You’ve now seen more cases and transmission at the same time that the rest of the Sunbelt is,” the
Governor added, at once adopting the language of Vice President Mike Pence and suggesting that
regional variations rather than his decisions were most to blame for the viral spread.
 
Conversa_728x90
“This is something that we’re dealing with. We’re in a better position to deal with it.”
 
The Governor is resigned, meanwhile, to having to “deal with it” for some time to come.
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“When you have a flatter curve, which Florida has, if you look at the Northeast, they went boom,”
DeSantis said. “Florida, Texas, we’re just much flatter, it means it goes on longer. You said you
wanted a flatter curve, but it’s drawn out over a longer period of time … than if you had a boom or
bust.”
 
The Governor addressed the controversial subject of school reopenings, saying “I don’t think there’s
anybody who can make an argument that this is especially risky for kids.”
 
“The cost of not giving kids the option to have in-person instruction is enormous,” DeSantis said,
saying that schools are “low risk” and kids are “not vectors of transmission.”
 
 
“The cost of what we’ve seen with the academic lag is very, very significant,” DeSantis added. “I also
worry about kids not being able to have the normal interactions we’re used to.”
 
While the Governor’s children are not of school-age, he would be “totally comfortable” sending
them to school if they were.
 
“Let’s take the politics out of it. Let’s take the emotion out of it,” the Governor advised, noting that
the state is “obviously … doing what we can to reduce the morbidity and mortality associated with
this virus, if you look at what we’ve done in our long term care facilities.”
 
Fauci’s take was that “rather than think in terms of reverting back down to a complete shutdown, I
would think we need to get the states pausing in their opening process.”
 
That pause isn’t happening in the Sunshine State anytime soon, if the Governor has anything to say
about it.
 
 
 
Governor DeSantis: Much Needed Shipment Of Remdesivir Headed To Florida
Date Collected Jul 10, 2020 2:46 PM EDT
Category Local
Source CBS Miami
Market Miami, FL
Language English
 
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis announced Friday that more Remdesivir, a drug which has been
found to help COVID-19 patients, is on its way to Florida.
 
At a news conference on Friday in Orlando, DeSantis answered questions regarding the state’s
response to the COVID-19 pandemic and announced a that a major shipment of Remdesivir will be
delivered to Florida on Saturday.
 
“I’m happy to report that on Saturday our hospitals will be receiving additional Remdesivir. So we’ve
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got 427 additional cases coming. That’s 17,080 additional vials of Remdesivir. So that will be
something that hopefully will help to improve patient outcomes particularly when the patient comes
in early,” said DeSantis.
 
Early studies testing Remdesivir in patients hospitalized with COVID-19 found that those who
received the treatment recovered quicker than those who didn’t. It is the only drug licensed by both
the U.S. and the European Union as a treatment for those with severe illness from the coronavirus.
 
Meantime, Florida reported 93 more deaths from COVID-19 on Friday as the state’s total caseload
grew by another 11,433 people infected.
 
The rate of Florida deaths per day has reached a seven-day average of about 59, up from about 33
three weeks ago, and approaching the deadliest period in the pandemic in early May when that
average briefly touched 60.
 
The cumulative number of deaths in Florida was 4,102 on Friday, and the number of confirmed cases
of the virus climbed to 240,710. The state also reported a record daily high of 435 newly hospitalized
people who were positive for the virus, though that partly reflects expanded routine testing for
inpatients and includes those seeking hospital care for other reasons.
 
“The testing overall is obviously very robust,” said DeSantis. “We got back today reported 95,000
test results in one day in the state of Florida. You go back to the beginning of the pandemic I mean
our country initially wasn’t even doing 95,000 in a day. I think it probably took them sometime in the
middle of the end March to even be able to reach 100,000 so this is a robust level of testing.
Positivity was down and we’ll see you’ve got to do this over 4-5 days to really know. But the Orange
County Convention Center site here has done about 64,000 tests during the course of the pandemic.
That is the most tests of any single site anywhere in the state.”
 
Coronavirus hospitalizations were highest in Miami-Dade County, with 1,388, followed by Broward
County with 969 and Palm Beach County with 606. Orange County, home to Disney World and other
theme parks, had 478 virus hospitalizations and Duval County, where the Republican National
Convention is scheduled to take place next month, had 439.
 
COVID ICU admissions and bed capacity in Miami-Dade reached 97.23% on Friday, according to the
New Normal Dashboard.
 
A doctor’s group gathered outside the Governor’s mansion in Tallahassee on Friday morning to urge
him to issue an order mandating the use of face masks statewide.
 
Physicians for Social Responsibility said it had gathered more than 1,000 signatures from physicians
across Florida calling for the mandatory use of masks in public places as an important step in
controlling the spread of the virus. In most of the state’s heavily populated areas, local mask orders
are already in place.
 
“The governor will have to own up and take personal responsibility for these sick and dead







Floridians,” said Dr. Ron Saff, a Tallahassee allergist and a board member of the group, which urged
the public to phone and email the governor.
 
DeSantis, a Republican, has thus far resisted those calls, arguing that local governments must decide
for themselves if stricter levels of protection are needed. Florida’s most heavily populated
municipalities mostly have done so already.
 
“One size does not fit all in Florida,” said his spokeswoman, Helen Ferre, who also cast doubt on the
effectiveness of mandates, noting that the Miami area has had face mask rules in place since April,
yet the area continues to be a COVID-19 hot spot.
 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, suggested
on Thursday that Florida might have opened up too quickly.
 
“Despite the guidelines and the recommendations to open up carefully and prudently, some states
skipped over those and just opened up too quickly,” Fauci said on FiveThirtyEight’s weekly
“PODCAST-19.”
 
“Certainly Florida I know, you know, I think jumped over a couple of checkpoints,” he said.
Ferre had no immediate comment on the Fauci interview.
 
 
 
Florida hospitals receiving 17K additional vials of remdesivir to treat COVID-19
Date Collected Jul 10, 2020 2:45 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Author Renzo Downey
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
Hospitals across the state on Saturday will receive the latest shipment of a COVID-19-treating drug
that has fallen in short supply in recent days.
 
Medical professionals have had to limit prescriptions as the latest delivery of remdesivir has been
slow to arrive.
 
Remdesivir received the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s emergency approval for use to treat
COVID-19. Health experts have found it helpful to prevent an infection from worsening if a diagnosis
is made before a patient requires a ventilator, DeSantis said.
 
Last week, Vice President Mike Pence said 34,000 vials of remdesivir had arrived in Florida and
would be shipped to hospitals. But by that point, the state had already distributed its stockpile of the
experimental drug.
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The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) had sent the state’s first supply of
remdesivir to the Florida Department of Health. But an anticipated second delivery the federal
government is sending directly to hospitals has not been delivered.
 
 
After asking Pence and HHS Secretary Alex Azar for an accelerated distribution, DeSantis says the
medication in federal hands will reach hospitals Saturday. That shipment contains 427 cases of
remdesivir, which amounts to 17,080 vials.
 
“That’ll be something that hopefully will help to improve patient outcomes, particularly when the
patient comes in early,” DeSantis said.
 
“Hospitals believe — most of the physicians I’ve talked to believe that it has been helpful,” he added.
“They’re using it. They like it.”
 
In May, talk turned to how quickly the FDA might act on Gilead Sciences’ remdesivir after preliminary
results from a major study found it shortened the recovery time by an average of four days for
people hospitalized with COVID-19.
 
“You do now have a drug that you have proven can actually work on the virus,” the National
Institutes of Health’s Dr. Anthony Fauci told The Associated Press.
 
 
That came after hydroxychloroquine, a malaria drug touted by DeSantis and President Donald Trump
as COVID-19 treatments, fell out of favor as medical experts disputed the drug’s effectiveness.
 
 
 
 








From: Elliott, Karen E
To: Rolle, Pauline J; Turner, Scott M
Cc: Blackmore, Carina; Pritchard, Scott
Subject: Duval Epidemiology Program Assessment Report
Date: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 3:17:46 PM
Attachments: Duval Epidemiology Program Assessment June 2020 FINAL.pdf


Dr. Rolle,
 
Thank you for inviting me to talk with the team and review the processes. I have attached
the final report. I also have additional procedural and process documents that I have
compiled that may be of use. A list of them is at the end of the report. I had planned to put
them in the Epi6 shared folder, but my access to it has changed. Would you like for me to
share them with the team via OneDrive?
 
As we discussed, I believe the top three priorities are staffing, prioritization of workload, and
surveillance planning for the RNC.
 
Please let me know if you would like to discuss anything in the report.
 
Best regards,
 
Karen Elliott, MPH, CHES, CIC
Florida Epidemic Intelligence Service Program Administrator
Bureau of Epidemiology
Division of Disease Control & Health Protection
Florida Department of Health
Mailing address and physical location:
Bureau of Public Health Laboratories
1217 North Pearl Street, Porter 216A
Jacksonville, FL 32202
Office: 904-791-1621
Cell: 941-400-2235
Email:  Karen.Elliott@flhealth.gov
 
 
DOH Mission: “To protect, promote & improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county &
community efforts.”


 
Please note: Florida has very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state officials regarding
state business are public records available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail communications may therefore
be subject to public disclosure.
 
****** CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ******
NOTICE: This e-mail message and all attachments transmitted with it may contain legally privileged and confidential information intended solely for the
use of the addressee. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any reading, dissemination, distribution,
copying, or other use of this message or its attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender
immediately and delete this message from your system. Thank you.
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Last Call  for 7.14.20 — A prime-time read  of what"s going down in Florida politics 
Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 6:01:26 PM
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In the early days of the pandemic, Democratic lawmakers clamored for a
Special Legislative Session to retool the state budget to account for dwindling
state revenue.


Their calls went unheeded.


Now, four months into the crisis, Rep. Tina Polsky has renewed the request.
Not for any fiscal reason, but so lawmakers can step in and roll back Gov. Ron
DeSantis’ reopening guidelines.


Polsky said Tuesday she wanted lawmakers to institute a statewide closure of
restaurants for indoor dining, gyms, shopping malls and houses of worship.


Her plea comes as the state continues to post 10,000-plus new coronavirus


First Shot







cases daily. Sunday’s total — 15,300 — was not only a record in the Sunshine
State but the highest daily count among all states since the onset of the
pandemic.


As of Tuesday morning, Florida had recorded 291,629 positive COVID-19
cases and 4,514 deaths from the virus.


"We cannot sit silently as Gov. DeSantis refuses to take action to slow the
spread of COVID in Florida. “The pandemic is now more dangerous and
widespread than ever, yet no additional precautions or further preparations
seem to be underway," Polsky said.


“This is the essence of either irresponsibility or incompetence — possibly
both. Elected officials are required to make tough decisions, and as a legislator,
I have a sworn duty to look out for the welfare of my constituents. It is past
time for us to come back into Session in order to address actionable ways to
keep our communities safe by slowing the spread of the coronavirus."


  


Positive cases:


— 287,789 FL residents (+9,122 since Monday)


— 3,840 Non-FL residents (+72 since Monday)


Origin:


— 2,922 Travel related


— 77,771 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,846 Both


— 204,250 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 18,881 in FL


Deaths:


— 4,514 in FL


Coronavirus Numbers


  


As of Monday:


Total claims: 3,056,842


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,847,627


Unemployment Numbers







— Claim verification queue: 244,286


— Claims processed: 2,603,341


— Claims paid: 1,694,621 (+7,710 since Sunday)


Total paid out: $10.07 billion (+$270 million since Sunday)


  


1. "Donald Trump administration rescinds foreign student visa guidance"
via Axios


2. “Republicans said to be planning to move some convention events
outdoors” via Maggie Haberman of The New York Times


3. “Kanye West’s short-lived attempt to get on the 2020 ballot” via Ben
Jacob of New York Magazine


4. "Suit filed against Ron DeSantis for not having sign-language
interpreters at COVID briefings" via Carli Teproff of the Miami Herald


5. "Mayor of Hialeah says DeSantis refused to let him into meeting to
discuss COVID-19" via Arron Leibowitz and Joey Flechas of the Miami
Herald


6. "Governor sold First Lady on sending their hypothetically school-aged
kids back to the classroom" via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


7. "Nikki Fried takes to national media, says Floridians believe Gov.
DeSantis ‘never cared about them’" via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


8. "9,194 new COVID-19 cases in Florida on Tuesday" via the staff of the
Herald-Tribune


9. "South Florida COVID-19 positivity rate nears weeks-long high" via
Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


10. "COVID-19 hospitalizations, deaths rise in Central Florida" via Scott
Powers of Florida Politics


11. "First Coast home to more than 18,000 coronavirus cases" via Drew
Dixon of Florida Politics


12. "Pinellas Co. posts 26 new deaths as positivity rate climbs back up" via
Janelle Irwin of Florida Politics


13. "St. Petersburg Council member Lisa Wheeler-Bowman tests positive
for coronavirus" via Margo Snipe of the Tampa Bay Times


14. "Lawmaker denies using anti-gay slur during radio call" via Ryan
Nicol of Florida Politics


Evening Reads
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15. “Political ad buys soar ahead of Florida’s August primary” via Matt
Dixon of POLITICO Florida


16. “Court weighs penalties for local gun regulations” via Dara Kam of the
News Service of Florida


  


“My own wife, our kids aren’t school-aged yet, I tell her that they’re at zero
risk, I have no problem putting them in, and I think that convinced her. She
said she would do it too.” — Gov. Ron DeSantis, on convincing the first lady
to send their hypothetically school-aged kids back to school.


Quote of the Day


  Bill Day's Latest
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  Breakthrough Insights
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From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Bari, Chowdhury F
Cc: DL CHD16 COVID19 Leadership
Subject: RE: Associated Press Request -- Story about Defunding of Public Health
Date: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 1:42:40 PM
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Thanks, Bari. I will respond to him.
 


 


From: Bari, Chowdhury F 
Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 1:41 PM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Cc: DL CHD16 COVID19 Leadership <CHD16COVID19Leadership@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Fw: Associated Press Request -- Story about Defunding of Public Health
 
Good afternoon Samantha, 
 
Would you be able to follow up on the email below and reach out to him . Also attached are the thread of emails leading to the last email. 
 
Just a quick background:


Dr. Sunil Joshi,  President, Duval County Medical Society Foundation, contacted us for information on COVID and I spoke to him to provide the links to the publicly available website and data.
Jason Dearson, an AP investigative journalist, through Dr. Joshi's reference, called me yesterday with the request below. I informed him that I will forward this information to our PIO per DOH policies. 


Thanks.
Sincerely,
Bari
 
 


 


From: Dearen, Jason H. <JDearen@ap.org>
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 6:12 PM
To: Bari, Chowdhury F <Chowdhury.Bari@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Associated Press Request -- Story about Defunding of Public Health
 
Hi Bari,
Thanks for speaking with me. I am working on a data-driven story looking at the effect of years of budget cuts to public health in Florida. Our data shows severe cuts in funding, and a shrinking public health workforce in Duval County, and
around the state. I am working with reporters from Kaiser Health News, and this would be part of a continuing series of stories about U.S. struggling public health agencies.
 
Here’s the latest: https://apnews.com/018418613ce547e0315b9a1a862c0874
 
Given the surge of COVID-19 cases in Duval County weeks before the Republican National Convention, we’d like to focus our next story in Jacksonville.
 
My request: I would like to spend an hour with an epidemiologist in Duval County to give readers a sense of how overwhelmed local public health agencies are due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Ideally I could shadow this person while they
are contact tracing, or just going about a busy day trying to keep up with the rising case counts. I don’t need a lot of time distracting this person from their work – I just want to be a fly on the wall so I can tell their story during this
important time.
 
I would want to do this next week, if possible. This Thursday or Friday would work too.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.


Regards,
Jason Dearen
415-412-8811
 
Jason Dearen | AP Investigative Journalist | Signal: +1-415-412-8811 | Twitter: @JHDearen
 
The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
communication in error, and that any review, dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by
telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.
 
 
 


From: Bari, Chowdhury F
Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2020 2:22 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov>
Subject: FW: COVID Numbers
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Just a situational awareness.


 


From: Bari, Chowdhury F 
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2020 6:03 PM
To: 'sjoshi@jaxallergists.com' <sjoshi@jaxallergists.com>
Subject: COVID Numbers


 


Good afternoon Dr. Joshi,


 


It was a pleasure speaking to you. Feel free to contact us for any questions, we will be glad to assist you or direct you to the right resource or person.


 


I know you are already aware and seeing the data daily, but here are the links for the publicly available data.


 


COVID Dashboard


https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/96dd742462124fa0b38ddedb9b25e429


 


Florida COVID19 Response


https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/


 


CDC


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/index.html


 


We appreciate all your work to stop the spread of infection.


 


Sincerely,


Bari


 


 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2020 9:14 AM
To: Bari, Chowdhury F <Chowdhury.Bari@flhealth.gov>; Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Re: Epidemiologists with the DOH
 
Sounds good.  Thanks.


From: Bari, Chowdhury F <Chowdhury.Bari@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2020 8:09 AM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>; Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: Epidemiologists with the DOH
 


Good morning Dr. Rolle,


 


I will follow up with him. I will consult with Scott prior to calling him to get more familiar our local data system.


 


Sincerely,


Bari


 


Bari
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From: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2020 7:11 AM
To: Bari, Chowdhury F <Chowdhury.Bari@flhealth.gov>; Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Epidemiologists with the DOH


 


Who do you want me to connect him with? Bari would you be able to speak to him?


Pauline J. Rolle, MD, MPH, CPH


Interim Health Officer


Medical Executive Director


DOH-Duval


Get Outlook for Android


 


From: Sunil Joshi <sjoshi@jaxallergists.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2020 11:25:03 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>; Murphy, Jacqueline <Jacqueline.Murphy@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Epidemiologists with the DOH


 


Hello Dr. Rolle,


 


I hope that you are doing well. I was wondering if you could connect me with an epidemiologist at the DOH-Duval? Just trying to learn more about the numbers that we are seeing everyday regarding COVID19.


 


Thank you!


Sunil


 


Sunil Joshi, MD, FACAAI


President, Family Allergy Asthma Consultants


President, Duval County Medical Society Foundation


Co-Chair, 904 Mission One Million


Office: 904-636-9100


Cell: 904-708-2673


Jaxallergists.com
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.12.20 — Burnin’ today: Jacksonville, Curry,


Pulse, Trump, Floyd, Corcoran
Date: Friday, June 12, 2020 4:01:34 AM


Happening overnight — “Republican National Convention coming
to Jacksonville” via Christopher Hong and Emily Bloch of the Florida
Times-Union — The announcement confirms weeks of speculation that
the RNC had chosen Jacksonville to host the full-scale celebration
Donald Trump insists on having after officials in North Carolina
declined to guarantee the full use of facilities in Charlotte, the original
host of the convention, out of concerns about the coronavirus
pandemic. Charlotte will still host the convention’s business meetings,
but the event will conclude in Jacksonville, the most populous city in
Florida, with Trump’s acceptance of the party’s nomination. It’s unclear
whether any other events will take place in the city. Despite the
uncertainty of the coronavirus outbreak that appears to spread faster —
Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry lobbied hard to bring parts of the
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convention to the city.


Tweet, tweet:


___


Friday there can be no rainbow, as, seemingly, magically, there has
been in past years, bringing smiles to throngs of hugging, crying
mourners gathered outside Orlando’s shrine to love, acceptance and
community strength.


Friday is the fourth anniversary of the mass murder at the Pulse
nightclub. But the memorial there will be closed.


In the time of COVID-19, there can be no crowds to offer remembrance
to the 49 people shot to death, as well as provide support for 53 others
wounded, their families, friends, and a whole community.
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There will be no crowds, nor mourners, but people around the world will
remember the anniversary of the Pulse massacre. Image via AP.


Instead, onePULSE Foundation, established following the June 12,
2016, tragedy, is organizing a 7 p.m. virtual remembrance ceremony,
with readings of original poems by Orlando Poet Laureate Susan
Lilley, live music, invocations, and a reading of names.


Gov. Ron DeSantis ordered flags to fly half-staff Friday and issued a
proclamation asking Floridians to pause in reflection at 9 a.m. At noon,
downtown church bells will ring.


Pulse survivor Brandon Wolf, now a spokesman for Equality Florida,
said the virtual event cannot replace the feeling of group communion
found in gatherings, but he still has high expectations. “I’m still excited,”
he said.


  


“Devolution: A Firsthand Account of the Rainier Sasquatch Massacre”
by Max Brooks release — 4; Belmont Stakes rescheduled — 8;
Father’s Day — 9; Apple to hold Developer Conference — 10; NBA
training camp — 18; “The Outpost” with Orlando Bloom and Scott
Eastwood premieres — 21; NBA teams travel to Orlando — 25; Major
League Soccer will return to action — 26; Disney World Magic Kingdom
& Animal Kingdom to reopen — 29; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood
Studios to reopen — 33; Federal taxes due — 33; Christopher Nolan’s
“Tenet” premieres — 35; “Mulan” premieres — 42; TED conference
rescheduled — 43; NBA season restart in Orlando — 49; Democratic
National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 66; Florida primaries for


Days until
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2020 state legislative/congressional races — 67; NBA draft lottery —
72; Indy 500 rescheduled — 72; Republican National Convention
begins in Charlotte — 74; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 77; “A
Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 84; Rescheduled running of the
Kentucky Derby — 85; Rescheduled date for French Open — 102; First
presidential debate in Indiana — 110; Preakness Stakes rescheduled
— 113; First vice presidential debate at the University of Utah — 120;
NBA season ends (last possible date) — 122; Second presidential
debate scheduled at the University of Michigan — 125; NBA draft —
125; Wes Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 126; NBA
free agency — 128; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 134; 2020
General Election — 145; “Black Widow” premieres — 148; NBA 2020-
21 training camp — 151; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 158;
“No Time to Die” premieres — 165; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 172;
“Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 214; Super Bowl LV in Tampa —
240; New start date for 2021 Olympics — 406; “Jungle Cruise”
premieres — 415; “Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres —
511; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 609; “Doctor Strange in
the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 651; “Black Panther 2”
premieres — 693; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel
premieres — 847.







  


“Pentagon’s top general apologizes for appearing alongside
Donald Trump in Lafayette Square” via Dan Lamothe of The
Washington Post — The Pentagon’s top general apologized for
appearing alongside Trump near the White House after authorities
forcibly removed peaceful protesters from the area, saying that it “was a
mistake that I have learned from." Gen. Mark A. Milley, the chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, made the remarks in a prerecorded graduation
speech to students at the National Defense University. He has been
roundly criticized for thrusting the military into politics by walking
alongside the president on June 1 as Trump traveled on foot to a
nearby church.


America smoldering
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Mark Milley regrets his outfit choice for Trump’s infamous photo op. Image via AP.


“Trump is all about ‘winning,’ which is why he won’t remove the
names of Confederate generals who lost” via Aaron Blake of The
Washington Post — As the nation grapples with racial injustice, Trump
and the White House are mounting an impassioned defense against
removing Confederate generals’ names from important military bases.
Their reasoning, though, leaves something to be desired. “These
Monumental and very Powerful Bases have become part of a Great
American Heritage, and a history of Winning, Victory, and Freedom,”
Trump said, adding, “Therefore, my Administration will not even
consider the renaming of these Magnificent and Fabled Military
Installations.”


“How Americans still resist removing Confederate symbols” via
Aaron Blake of The Washington Post — Even as Trump and the White
House were begging off the idea that they would remove Confederate
generals’ names from military bases, NASCAR moved to ban the
Confederate flag from its events. Given the popularity of NASCAR in
the South and its perceived affiliation with the symbol, it has even used
the flag in a logo for a race, that’s a significant step. While the actions
taken have been significant, it’s not totally clear there that has been a
fundamental change in how Americans view the Confederate flag and
monuments in recent years. There isn’t much recent polling on
Confederate symbols, but existing polling shows the American public
remains uneasy about removing these symbols.


“Historical figures under attack after George Floyd’s death” via
Sarah Rankin and David Crary of The Associated Press — The rapidly
unfolding movement to pull down Confederate monuments around the
U.S. in the wake of Floyd’s death has extended to statues of slave
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traders, imperialists, conquerors and explorers around the world,
including Christopher Columbus, Cecil Rhodes and Belgium’s King
Leopold II. Protests and, in some cases, acts of vandalism have taken
place in such cities as Boston; New York; Paris; Brussels; and Oxford,
England, in an intense re-examination of racial injustices over the
centuries. Scholars are divided over whether the campaign amounts to
erasing history or updating it.


Mike Forcia raises his hands in the air as people photograph the fallen
Christopher Columbus statue at the Minnesota State Capitol in St. Paul. Image via


AP.


“On Monument Avenue, liberal illusions about race come tumbling
down” via John F. Harris of POLITICO — The famed Monument
Avenue in Richmond, Virginia, will soon be bereft of monuments. The
statues of Robert E. Lee and his fellow Confederate legends are
coming down, and many people surely wonder: How the hell did this
take so long? The statues stayed up so long because they were
tolerated by people who by most definitions would qualify as
progressives. This includes, in recent decades, African Americans
serving in the top jobs of the city and state. They believed the racist
past evoked by the statues no longer mattered much because it had
been defeated by racial progress, by modernity, by the Winning Cause.


“In letter, Pentagon leaders outline military role in recent unrest”
via Missy Ryan of The Washington Post — National Guard troops
remained in a supporting role during recent civil unrest in Washington
and steps to prepare active-duty forces to deploy into the nation’s
capital proved to be a precautionary measure, Defense Secretary Mark
T. Esper and Gen. Milley said in a letter to Congress. The letter comes
amid a showdown between Pentagon leadership and Democrats on the
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committee, who are pushing Esper and Milley to testify about the
military’s role in responding to recent unrest triggered by the killing of
George Floyd, a black man who died in police custody last month in
Minnesota, and other instances of police brutality against African
Americans. In their letter, Esper and Milley said that active-duty forces
“are not currently present and were not ever in the District for purposes
of civilian law enforcement.”


“Democrats are avoiding ‘Defund the Police,’ while Republicans
harp on it” via Eugene Scott of The Washington Post — The House
Judiciary Committee convened Wednesday, a day after the funeral
of Floyd, to hear witnesses from across the political spectrum and to
debate how Congress should respond to the national outcry over police
brutality. It wasn’t expressly to debate the “Defund the Police”
movement, but that hung over the hearing. The political implications of
that movement and slogan have been a concern for Democrats, whose
2020 presumptive nominee has the support of the majority of voters.


“‘What I saw was just absolutely wrong’: National Guardsmen
struggle with their role in controlling protests” via Daniel Lippman
of POLITICO — Many Guardsmen said they felt uncomfortable with the
way they were used to handle the unrest because demonstrators
lumped them in with the police. They felt that while they swore an oath
to uphold the Constitution, their presence at times intimidated
Americans from expressing their opinions and even escalated the
tension. While the Park Police cleared out the protesters, some
Guardsmen said they felt they were there to actually prevent the police
from beating up protesters, instead of the other way around. One of
D.C. National Guardsmen said he was worried that a lot of the goodwill
that the Guard has built up with local Washingtonians because of their
coronavirus response and annual Fourth of July celebrations was in
jeopardy.


“Time to pry police from their safe spaces” via Mark Gongloff of
Bloomberg — It has taken too many black deaths, too many decades
and thousands of marches, but white Americans may finally be waking
up to the reality of the racism all around them. The question now is how
to take advantage of this fleeting attention while it’s still focused. It may
not feel as momentous, but it’s also kind of a big deal that broadcasters
are pulling cop shows off the air. #MeToo has already upgraded
Hollywood by bringing more women into the process.
#BlackLivesMatter can have a similar effect. Ironically, both movements
have been turbo-boosted by Trump. As Francis Wilkinson writes, it
took a living, golfing embodiment of sexism and racism to wake many
Americans up to these problems. Let’s not go to sleep again.


“Companies touting Black Lives Matter face workforce scrutiny”
via Sally Ho of The Associated Press — As protests over police
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brutality have erupted across the country over the past two weeks, a
review of the diversity reports of some of the biggest companies
pledging solidarity with their black employees as well as the black
community, shows that their efforts to recruit, maintain and promote
minorities within their own ranks have fallen short. Microsoft has been
posting powerful quotes on Twitter from black employees describing
how systemic racism takes a toll on their lives. Only 4.4% of Microsoft’s
global workforce across all brands, including retail and warehouse
workers, identify as black, and less than 3% of its U.S. executives,
directors and managers are black.


“Artists beautify boarded-up storefronts in wake of George Floyd
protests” via Rashaan Ayesh of Axios — Artists across the country are
painting murals with messages of love and support after many
businesses closed their shops following riots and protests over the
police killing of Floyd. By painting murals, artists both beautify the towns
while peacefully expressing their support for the Black Lives Matter
movement. Pastor Peter Wohler, executive director of Source MN in
Minneapolis, believes the murals help "combat visual signs of violence
that the charred storefronts ... represent," The Star Tribune writes. In
Minneapolis, where Floyd died, 20—30 artists from an array of
backgrounds received thousands of dollars in donations to support their
efforts to paint murals across the city.


  


“Marco Rubio called them ‘extremists.’ They’re really Miami
rappers. They want a retraction.” via David Ovalle of the Miami Herald
— When cops arrested Marco Antonio Lopez on allegations that he
vandalized patrol cars during a protest in downtown Miami, the arrest report
noted he was part of a group known as the “Southern Slaves,” which “actively


Florida reax
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recruits people to violently protest the government.” That drew the attention of
Rubio, who tweeted the arrest was evidence of “extremist groups” organizing
to cause mayhem at protests. They’re a group of aspiring hip-hop musicians
from Miami’s Flagami neighborhood. “We’re not terrorists. We love America.
What we don’t love is the systematic oppression and police brutality,” said
Alonzo Martinez, whose stage name is “Zo The Atlantean.”


Marco Antonio Lopez, 21, was arrested and charged with two counts of criminal
mischief, incite to riot and resisting arrest without violence. Image via CBS 10.


“Police arrest 7 after Columbus, Ponce de León statues are
vandalized in Miami” via The Associated Press — Seven people were
arrested for vandalizing statues of Christopher Columbus and Juan
Ponce de León in Miami, and one man was charged with smashing a patrol
car with his skateboard and trying to incite a riot, the city’s police said. In
Miami, demonstrators spray-painted statues of Columbus and Ponce de León, a
Spanish explorer who landed in Florida, in Bayfront Park with the letters
“George Floyd,” “BLM,” and a hammer and sickle, news outlets reported.
Miami police said one man encouraged other protesters to attack a patrol car
and he smashed the vehicle's windshield with his skateboard, shattering glass
on officers inside.


“Miami-Dade County Police Department bans use of chokeholds”
via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — The Miami-Dade County Police
Department will no longer allow its officers to use chokeholds on suspects,
MDPD Director Freddy Ramirez announced. The shift comes after
widespread protests over Floyd‘s killing at the hands of Minneapolis police.
“I’m thankful for the valuable conversations I’ve been able to have over the
past weeks,” Ramirez wrote on Twitter. The Applied Carotid Triangle
Restraint tactic is different and involves an officer wrapping his arm around a
suspect’s neck. “I have decided to no longer authorize the utilization of the
Applied Carotid Triangle Restraint (ACTR). This decision was based on a
multitude of factors to include officer & public safety, feedback from policing
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professionals, members of our community local leaders & officials, as well as
recommendations from the Police Executive Research Forum,” Ramirez said.


“Miami school board member wants anti-racism curriculum. All but
one colleague agreed.” via Colleen Wright of the Miami Herald —
Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall’s item up before the school board she sits
on calls for a review of currently available curriculum that address racial and
cultural understanding, the creation of a student-led task force that reports to
the School Board to discuss institutional systemic racism in the community. It
asks district staff to develop or enhance the existing curriculum to address
racism and cultural understanding. Her proposal was supported and celebrated
by all board members, with some offering more suggestions to broaden its
scope. But there was one exception. Marta Perez, who said she would not
support the item and said the board should “focus all our resources on
addressing student academics.”


Only one member of the Miami-Dade school board voted against an anti-racism
curriculum. Image via WLRN.


“‘Policing in Florida is tied to racism.’ Activists discuss Miami’s
police brutality.” via Alex Daugherty of the Miami Herald — For nearly two
weeks, protest organizers in Miami have argued that police departments in
South Florida are part of a larger problem with racism in police forces while
law enforcement leaders have countered that they are committed to rooting out
small numbers of bad cops within their ranks. The two groups got a chance to
address each other directly during an online forum hosted by Miami Rep.
Donna Shalala that included Miami protest organizers, police chiefs, a
police union representative and elected officials. The police officials on the
call argued that Miami’s police departments are able to punish and fire racists
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and that the demographic makeup of Miami-Dade’s police departments largely
mirrors the county’s demographics.


“White officer charged after using stun gun on black man” via The
Associated Press — A white Florida police officer was arrested earlier this
week for using a stun gun on a black man without sufficient cause, authorities
said. Springfield police officer Ronnie Nelson was arrested and charged
with a felony count of official misconduct and a misdemeanor count of battery.
At the request of Springfield Police Chief Barry Roberts, the Bay County
Sheriff’s Office handled the investigation. Springfield is located in the Florida
Panhandle near Panama City. “It’s an embarrassing situation,” Bay County
Sheriff Tommy Ford said during a news conference Tuesday. “It’s an
infuriating situation from a law enforcement perspective, but we hope that it
shows our accountability measures work.”


“Manatee County School Board split on opposition to injustice
against ‘black Americans’” via Giuseppe Sabella of the Bradenton Herald
— As it tried to finalize a statement on racial injustice and recent events, the
Manatee County School Board failed to reach a consensus. Instead, board
members argued about the need to highlight “black Americans” in their
message, and whether a statement was enough to effect positive change.
Superintendent Cynthia Saunders said she wanted to offer residents a clear
stance on equality, justice and racism, and she hoped to finalize a message by
the meeting’s end. Charlie Kennedy, the board’s vice chair, offered a draft
statement, while the district offered two of its own, after consulting with its
Diversity and Inclusion Committee. While all people were important, Kennedy
said, it was important to recognize the overwhelming violence against black
Americans.


“Lee County school district steps away from Oakes Farms after
CEO's social media posts” via Pamela McCabe of the Naples Daily News
— The Lee County school district has "severed ties" with Oakes Farms, an
announcement that was met with applause by a handful of peaceful protesters
gathered Thursday at the front doors of the education center's lobby. “This is a
milestone, and we’re glad that they made this announcement,” said Lisa
Shamma. She is the creator of the Peaceful Protests of Lee County Facebook
page. The gathering at the school district office was planned after Alfie
Oakes, the owner of Oakes Farms and Seed to Table market in Naples, wrote
in social media posts that COVID-19 and the Black Lives Matter movement
are hoaxes and called Floyd  a "disgraceful career criminal."


“Leonard Fournette, Chris Conley among Jaguars players taking
activist role to help bring change in Jacksonville” via John Reid of
The Florida Times-Union — Last week, Jaguars wide receiver Conley spoke
freely about reminders of divisive chapters of the past still prominent in
Jacksonville. “A Confederate monument sits a couple of blocks from here,
praising the south’s dark past. Our revisionist history would tell us that it’s
there to honor men fighting for states’ rights,” Conley said. On Tuesday, less
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than a week later and the day Fournette was preparing to start another
protest, the 62-foot Vermont granite Confederate monument that had been in
Hemming Park since 1898 and survived the Great Jacksonville Fire of 1901
was gone. ″I’m happy to see blacks and whites out here together doing this,
and it’s a wonderful thing,” Fournette said Tuesday.


“St. Petersburg protest starts with poetry, ends with meditation”
via Lane DeGregory, Leonora LaPeter Anton and Dirk Shadd of the Tampa
Bay Times — Denzel Johnson-Green read poetry to about 70 protesters
sitting in the grass across from City Hall, reading from the book “BreakBeat
Poets: New American Poetry in the Age of Hip-Hop.” The plan was to start
marching at 3 p.m. and spend an hour or so walking through neighborhoods.
Fresh Kitchen donated meals and water to the protesters. But while the protests
continue in the streets, behind the scenes organizers are planning and talking.
The crowd swelled to about 100. A white van stood ready to trail the march,
carrying water and prepared to give a lift to anyone who needs one in the heat.
A man with the black megaphone stood in front of the crowd and kicked it off.


A police brutality protest in St. Petersburg included marching, poetry reading and
meditation. Image via News 10.


“In Surfside, anti-hate resolution devolves into ‘all lives matter’
and middle fingers” via Aaron Liebowitz of the Miami Herald — A
resolution condemning discrimination against Asian and Jewish people during
the COVID-19 crisis sparked a heated debate among commissioners in
Surfside, culminating in an elected official giving Mayor Charles Burkett
the middle finger after Burkett accused her of harboring “apparent anti-
Christian zeal.” The proposal, whose original language was drafted by the
Anti-Defamation League and which has passed unanimously in other South
Florida cities, didn’t sit well with Burkett or Commissioner Nelly Velasquez.
The resolution was withdrawn after Burkett and Velasquez asked for more
“inclusive” language, with Burkett saying that naming Asians and Jews
without other groups was “picking winners and losers.” An updated version
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has been presented.


  


—@WhiteHouse: "We're working to finalize an Executive Order that
will encourage police departments nationwide to meet the most current
professional standards for the use of force, including tactics for de-
escalation."


—@SenKamalaHarris: We just announced the first-ever
comprehensive police accountability and reform bill to: Create a
national standard for use of force. Expand pattern and practice
investigations into police departments. Increase independent
investigations into police misconduct


—@Kevinliptakcnn: If you're looking to attend Trump's rally in Tulsa
next Friday, you must first agree not to sue him if you get coronavirus


—@GovRonDeSantis: I'm excited to announce that Florida will be


Situational awareness
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hosting the 54th @TheRealAAU Junior Olympic Games in Brevard
County at the end of July. This marks the 6th time Florida gets to host
the games for the best youth athletes in the nation, which brings
approx. $50M in economic impact.


—@lmower3: Florida's unemployment work search requirements are
being waived through July 4.


—@mjs_DC: Trump flipped the 11th Circuit last year.[Mitch]
McConnell bragged about it at a Federalist Society event, to great
applause. Now Ron DeSantis wants to get the full court to reverse a
voting rights decision without even going to a three-judge panel first.


—@CarlosGSmith: To be fair, Florida Republicans always thwart the
will of the voters on constitutional amendments, so I'm not sure how
"very, very unusual" this is.


Tweet, tweet:


Tweet, tweet:
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—@FLSecofState: Voter registration books close on July 20 for the
August 18th Primary Election! Be sure to visit
RegistertoVoteFlorida.gov before July 20 to register, check your status
or update your voter registration!


Tweet, tweet:
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“State eases rules on Bright Futures program” via the News Service
of Florida — Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran late
Wednesday signed an emergency order that eases some eligibility
requirements for awards under the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship
Program. Many graduating high school seniors have struggled to
complete volunteer service hours and improve SAT or ACT test scores
after the COVID-19 pandemic has shut down schools and test sites this
spring and early summer. The order said Corcoran found it “necessary”
to take steps such as partly suspending rules and laws that require
students to complete volunteer service hours. Also, he extended a
deadline to earn qualifying standardized test scores for the different
types of scholarships offered in Bright Futures.


Florida’s stockpile of hydroxychloroquine sits unused — Florida
ordered 1 million doses of hydroxychloroquine after Trump touted its
effectiveness in treating COVID-19, but as the drug’s benefits proved
illusory Florida hospitals haven’t taken advantage of its availability. As


Corona Florida
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reported by Andrew Atterbury and Matt Dixon of POLITICO Florida,
the state still has 980,000 unused doses of the drug, which were
obtained for free from Israeli drugmaker Teva Pharmaceuticals. So far,
only six hospitals have requested a combined total of 16,100 doses.


“Fired scientist Rebekah Jones builds coronavirus dashboard to
rival Florida’s” via Chris Persaud of The Palm Beach Post — Jones,
the former Health Department geographic data scientist has created
FloridaCOVIDAction.com, which asserts that the state’s widely read
public-facing dashboard under reports how many people have tested
positive for the pathogen. Florida also overcounts how many have been
tested, Jones said, to the benefit of DeSantis’ push to reopen the state
after two months of quarantine. Jones, who built the state dashboard,
was fired May 18 after refusing to “manipulate” COVID-19 data to justify
reopening, she has said. DeSantis said she was fired because “she
didn’t listen to the people who were her superiors.”


Rebekah Jones is building her own coronavirus dashboard. Image via Rebekah
Jones.


“Voter registration in Florida plunged amid the coronavirus
pandemic” via Allison Ross of the Tampa Bay Times — Slightly more
than 21,000 newly registered voters were added to Florida’s rolls in
April, a 60 percent decrease compared to the April before the 2016
presidential election. DeSantis issued a statewide stay-at-home order
on April 1 amid concern about how the highly contagious novel
coronavirus could spread through the state. Even before then, many
Floridians began avoiding public spaces, while local driver’s license
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locations — where a significant proportion of new voters register — and
other government offices closed to the public. Now, as the state begins
reopening and more Floridians are venturing out again, the number of
voter registrations is likely to begin rising again.


  


“Ron DeSantis announces plan to reopen public schools at 'full
capacity' this fall” via Eric Rogers of Florida Today — DeSantis
announced the state has unveiled a plan to open public schools at "full
capacity" this fall. The plan, developed by the Re-Open Florida Task
Force in conjunction with the Florida Department of Health and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, provides a "road map" to
support health and safety measures amid COVID-19 and close
achievement gaps from the move to distance learning, DeSantis said. It
will be supported by nearly $1 billion in emergency funding from the
$2.2 trillion federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security or
CARES Act.


>>>Patricia Levesque, executive director of the Foundation for
Florida’s Future, responds — “Gov. DeSantis and Commissioner
Corcoran have put students first with this thoughtful plan to invest
federal funds where they will best support continued learning safely and
wisely. By strategically supporting early learning, tackling the reading
opportunity gap, investing college and career pathways, implementing
innovative distance learning planning and virtual supports, and creating
a safety net for private schools serving scholarship students, Florida is
poised to continue a strong reopening of our schools.”


“Nikki Fried pledges safety as top priority as first FDACS office
reopens” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — The Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ (FDACS)
Tallahassee regional licensing office will reopen June 15, the first
FDACS office to do so since statewide closures on March 1. “Even
during this historic pandemic, we still have a responsibility to service the
people of Florida to provide the services their taxpayer dollars go
toward,” Fried said. ‘That’s exactly what we’ve done at the Division of
Licensing.” Once reopened, the office will be available by appointment
only. Enhanced safety measures include plexiglass barriers between
employees and customers as well as a new text messaging service that
can help customers communicate with the office more efficiently and at
a safe distance when they arrive.


Reopen Florida
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Agricultural Commissioner Nikki Fried announced the reopening of the FDACS
Tallahassee office on June 11. Image via Jason Delgado.


Happening today — The Executive Committee of the Florida
Polytechnic University Board of Trustees will hold an online conference
to discuss reopening plan for the fall semester, 9 a.m. Call-in number:
1-415-655-0001. Meeting code: 1618977342.


Happening today — Florida Chamber of Commerce President and
CEO Mark Wilson and Florida Chamber Foundation Chief Economist
Jerry Parrish will host an online conference to discuss the second
phase of DeSantis’ economic reopening plan amid the coronavirus
pandemic, 1:30 p.m. Register at ebassett@flfoundation.org.


“Mandatory masks, school supply cuts, ‘hybrid’ schedules for kids
emerge” via Andrew Marra of The Palm Beach Post — Palm Beach
County public schools imposed strict social-distancing rules for
employees, made plans to cut back on school supplies and moved to
eliminate dozens of jobs as preparations for a new school year raced
forward amid continuing financial and health concerns. School district
administrators said that they are weighing three plans for starting the
school year Aug. 10, with some leaders leaning toward a “hybrid” model
where students attend in-person classes twice a week and learn from
home the rest of the week. Administrators said combining online
learning and classroom lessons would allow schools to implement
social-distancing measures to reduce health risks during the
coronavirus pandemic.


“Palm Beach County loosens restrictions on recreational
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activities” via Austin Erblat of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — As
coronavirus cases continue to rise, Palm Beach County is lifting
restrictions on recreational activities such as commercial boating and
fishing, golfing, parks, natural areas, and youth summer camps and
sports leagues. Golfers can now share carts if there is a physical divider
between driver and passenger or if both wear masks. Clubhouses can
operate at capacities similar to current restaurant rules set by the state.
Social distancing is required for caddie services and lessons with more
than one student. Fishermen on piers must remain 6 feet apart. Dive
boats are now allowed to operate at a higher capacity. Organized youth
activities and summers camps are allowed in accordance with state
rules.


“South Florida beaches are open, garbage is back” via Saira Anwer
of Local10.com — The beaches in Broward County have been
reopened for more than two weeks and while residents are thrilled to be
able to enjoy the sun and sand, they are leaving things behind. Trash is
now back on the beach, too. Anja Glassner and Tom Andrews, both
of Hollywood, go out at the crack of dawn to pick up trash along
Hollywood Beach. The two volunteers pick up the beach trash every
morning four days a week. "The first day, when the beach opened, we
found dirty baby diapers, a ton of sand toys. We filled a bag and a half
just with sand toys."


People are returning the South Florida beaches, and so is the garbage. Image via
News 10.


“Faithful SeaWorld fans line up to return to theme park. Can
company rebound from pandemic?” via Gabrielle Russon and
Dewayne Bevil of the Orlando Sentinel — The first visitors arrived two
hours before the 10 a.m. opening as cars clogged the parking lanes.
Once inside, the crowds were light on the wide pathways. A successful
reopening is vitally important for Orlando-based SeaWorld. It has been
struggling for years amid declining attendance as competitors Disney
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and Universal forged further ahead with billion-dollar investments and
the company battled controversies, including the death of a trainer
caused by one of its whales. Despite those challenges, SeaWorld’s
finances steadily improved by 2019. The first two months of 2020
seemed promising until the pandemic struck, swiftly disrupting the
momentum. Some analysts say smaller, regional theme parks like
SeaWorld and Six Flags could recover faster from the pandemic’s
economic devastation.


  


“Six new cases of COVID-19 reported in Miami County, including a
PHS student” via Brian McCauley of The Miami County Republic — A
Paola High School student is one of six new COVID-19 cases reported
by the Miami County Health Department. All of the people who tested
positive reside within the same household and are appropriately
isolated. Three of the cases are laboratory-confirmed, while the other
three are presumptive positive. “The Miami County Health Department
has conducted contact tracing of the infected student and have notified


Corona local



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhymyd-edrdjlhjd-id/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhymyd-edrdjlhjd-ih/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhymyd-edrdjlhjd-ih/





any student(s) and their family(ies) that were in direct contact as a
result of theater practice. Those not notified have been determined to
be at no risk,” according to the school district release.


“Florida resort for critically ill children closing indefinitely due to
coronavirus pandemic” via CBS Miami — A nonprofit Florida resort
that fulfills the wishes of critically ill children is shutting its doors
indefinitely being because of coronavirus concerns. Give Kids the World
Village announced Tuesday that it was temporarily laying off most of its
staff at the end of the month. “Unforeseen circumstances directly
related to COVID-19 have resulted in Give Kids The World having to
remain closed,” wrote CEO Pamela Landwirth. A small team of
workers will remain to maintain the facilities and prepare for an eventual
reopening, officials said.


Give Kids the World, a resort for terminally ill children, is closing indefinitely.
Image via Facebook.


“Do it yourself: Self swabbing for COVID coming to some Miami
area CVS” via Michelle Solomon of Local10.com — CVS Pharmacy is
opening four additional COVID-19 test sites Friday, June 12 adding to
77 locations across Florida. The new sites in Carol City, Hialeah and
Miami will utilize self-swab tests. Patients drive up and stay in their
cars, then are directed to the pharmacy drive-thru window or, at a few
stores, a location in the parking lot. They are given a test kit and
instructions. A CVS Pharmacy team member then observes the self-
swab process to make sure it is done correctly. Results are available to
those being tested within three days. Self-swab tests will be available to
individuals meeting Centers for Disease Control and Prevention criteria,
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in addition to state and age guidelines.


“Miami Springs canceled its Fourth of July fireworks. But residents
said not so fast” via Maya Lora of the Miami Herald — After a public
outcry, the city of Miami Springs reversed course and will now host its
traditional Fourth of July fireworks at the Miami Springs Golf & Country
Club. On Monday, the Miami Springs City Council voted to cancel this
year’s fireworks show after discussing concerns related to the possible
loss of their deposit, the ability to enforce social distancing rules and the
value of a virtual fireworks show. The city joined most other cities in
Miami-Dade County that canceled fireworks shows due to coronavirus
restrictions and concerns.


“What coronavirus/antibody test results reveal at these 55+
communities west of Boynton” via Mike Diamond of The Palm Beach
Post — New test results demonstrate that residents of a number of
Palm Beach County retirement communities may have avoided COVID-
19 infections by staying home long before they were told to do so by
county and state officials. Coral Lakes, a 55+ development west of
Boynton Beach, recently had Helix Urgent Care come to the community
to test its residents for COVID-19 and antibodies. Only 21 were tested
for the virus because they needed to have symptoms for the virus test.
All 21 tested negative. Eleven of 936 Coral Lakes’ residents tested
positive (1.2%) for the antibodies. The results, according to General
Manager Laurel Kadouri, show that the community’s early shutdown
March 13 helped keep the virus out of the community.


“Two Keys jail deputies and one clerk of the court staffer test
positive for COVID-19” via David Goodhue of the Miami Herald — Two
Florida Keys corrections deputies tested positive Thursday for the novel
coronavirus. The cases are the first for the Monroe County Sheriff’s
Office, which managed to keep its three corrections facilities free of
COVID-19 throughout the monthslong crisis. The two officers live in
Miami-Dade County, which remains a COVID-19 hot spot. Inmates are
tested before they enter the jail and their temperatures are taken. If any
of the other deputies test positive, the sheriff’s office and Department of
Health will begin testing current inmates.


  


“Florida COVID-19 cases soar in agricultural communities” via Arek
Sarkissian of POLITICO — The Florida Department of Health reported
a record daily number of COVID-19 diagnoses, which DeSantis said
was the result of outbreaks among farming communities and increased
statewide testing. The state Department of Health reported that 1,677
people were diagnosed with COVID-19, the highest number of positive
tests since the state reported its first case March 1. The previous record
was the 1,527 cases reported on April 3. DeSantis attributed the


More local
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increase to people who are returning to work as the state seeks to get
its economy running again. Employers are asking workers to get tested,
and that has led to more diagnoses, DeSantis said.


Florida farmworkers are particularly susceptible to COVID-19. Image via AP.


“In Orange and Seminole, officials warn virus is ‘coming back’” via
Ryan Gillespie, Martin E. Comas and Stephen Hudak of the Orlando
Sentinel — Orange County reported 128 new coronavirus cases from
the day before, its most ever in a single day, and 25 more than it saw
on April 3, the peak of the first wave of the pandemic. Officials have
warned for more than a week that the numbers were starting to trend
up, but until Thursday stopped short of calling the data the beginning of
a second wave. In Seminole County, Orange’s suburban neighbor to
the north, the message was even grimmer. Seminole hadn’t had a day
with double-digit new cases in nearly two months, before having 12 new
cases on Sunday, climbing to 29 on Tuesday and 34 on Wednesday.


“When the world goes crazy, who you gonna call? A counselor like
this one” via David Whitley of the Orlando Sentinel — When the
coronavirus crisis arrived, the big worry was what it could do the lungs.
Now we’re hearing a lot about what it can do the brain. Listen to
someone who knows all too well. "Substance abuse has skyrocketed,"
Dominique Barritt said. "Domestic abuse and child abuse has
increased exponentially. Isolation for those who don't have spouses or
children has been overwhelming to some people. Barritt is a mental
health counselor. In a world gone crazy, it’s hard to think of a more
essential job. And Barritt’s been doing it free for people who really need
help. It’s made for long and interesting days for the trauma network
counselors. Oddly enough, business was slow when coronavirus first
hit.
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“U.S. eclipses 2 million coronavirus cases” via Kim Bellware and
Jacqueline Dupree of The Washington Post — As the United States
approaches five months since the first coronavirus patient was
confirmed, the country surpassed the staggering milestone of 2 million
cases. Although states have been able to confirm more new cases as
testing capacity has increased from the early months of the outbreak,
testing nationwide has remained short of goals set by health experts.
The numbers where the outbreak is growing serves as a troubling
reminder that the country is far from identifying new sources of
infection, let alone containing it.


Corona nation
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The United States reached a grim milestone: 2 million cases of coronavirus
exposure. Image via AP.


“U.S. consumers are less willing to buy ‘made in China’ items in
wake of coronavirus pandemic” via Andria Cheng of Forbes — About
half of the consumers surveyed said they agree or strongly agree that
U.S. retailers should cut back on sourcing from China, more than
double the 20% who disagreed. “This is a further indication that U.S.
retailers should review the extent of their reliance on China as a
manufacturing hub,” according to the study. Across different age
groups, at least two-fifths of consumers each said they agree or
strongly agree that U.S. retailers should reduce buying from China, with
the percentage surging to three-fifths among consumers ages 60 or
older.


“Arizona sees alarming surge of more than 1,000 new coronavirus
cases daily” via the Guardian — Arizona is seeing an alarming surge in
coronavirus cases, with more than 1,000 new infections per day,
prompting one lawmaker to criticize the state’s governor for failing to
highlight the “seriousness” of the situation. In a letter sent to the
governor, Doug Ducey, the Democratic congressman Ruben Gallego
asked what the governor plans to do to address the recent surge that
has made Arizona a hotspot and pushed some hospitals to near
capacity in their intensive care units. Ducey dismissed mounting
concerns, and focused on hospitals’ capacity to care for patients rather
than slowing the spread of the virus.


  


“Stocks plunge as grim forecasts and new virus cases pierce Wall
Street’s bubble.” via The New York Times — Stocks suffered their
sharpest daily decline in three months, as grim economic forecasts and
a worrisome uptick in new coronavirus cases rattled investors’
confidence. The S&P 500 fell nearly 6 percent, and the Dow Jones
Industrial Average fell by nearly 7 percent. Oil prices also cratered,


Corona economics
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reflecting the sudden unease that swept across financial markets.
Stocks had been on an upward trajectory for weeks, a rally that stood in
stark contrast to a collapse in economic activity but showed that
investors had been betting on a quick recovery as businesses reopened
and states lifted stay-at-home restrictions.


“1.5 million more laid-off workers seek unemployment benefits” via
Christopher Rugaber of The Associated Press — About 1.5 million laid-
off workers applied for U.S. unemployment benefits last week, evidence
that many Americans are still losing their jobs even as the economy
appears to be slowly recovering with more businesses partially
reopening. Still, the pace of layoffs remains historically high. The total
number of people who are receiving unemployment aid fell slightly, a
sign that some people who were laid off when restaurants, retail chains
and small businesses suddenly shut down have been recalled to work.
Last week’s jobs report showed that employers added 2.5 million jobs in
May, an unexpected increase that suggested that the job market has
bottomed out.


Another 1.5 million Americans have been either laid off or are otherwise
unemployed this week.


“Sobering jobs outlook: ‘We’re expecting a long haul’” via Tiffany
Hsu of The New York Times — Although workers have begun returning
to restaurants, retailers and other businesses hit hard by the
coronavirus pandemic, layoffs are seeping through sections of the job
market that previously escaped major damage. The Labor Department
said more than 1.5 million Americans filed new state unemployment
claims last week, the lowest number since the crisis began, but far
above normal levels. A further 700,000 workers who were self-
employed or otherwise ineligible for state jobless benefits filed new
claims for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, a federal aid program.


“Florida quietly reschedules unemployment payments, confusing
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thousands of desperate job-seekers” via Caroline Glenn and David
Lyons of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — With no apparent notice, the
state of Florida has reverted to a system of paying benefits to the
unemployed every other week, at a time when thousands of people
have also seen their federal benefits come to a halt. State Sen. José
Javier Rodríguez said the change from weekly payments took most
people by surprise because it was not announced in advance. “It’s
ridiculous,” he said. “They didn’t give us a head’s up that they were
going biweekly. ... People thought they were being cut off when they
weren’t being cut off.”


“Enterprise Florida bumps spending amid job losses” via Jim
Turner of News Service of Florida — In an online meeting, the
Enterprise Florida Board of Directors voted without opposition to
support a $23.1 million spending plan for the fiscal year that starts July
1, up from nearly $21.3 million in the current year. The increase
includes carrying over unspent money from the current year. “The
importance of economic development, the critical role that Enterprise
Florida plays, as well as our partners like VISIT FLORIDA, are more
important now than they’ve ever have been,” said board Vice-Chair Joe
York. The vote came on the same day that the U.S. Department of
Labor issued a report showing an estimated 110,520 first-time
unemployment claims filed last week in Florida.


“Tourism businesses want taxpayers to pay people to travel” via
Jason Garcia of the Orlando Sentinel — The U.S. tourism industry
wants taxpayers to pay people to go on vacation. Industry lobbyists are
circulating a plan in Congress and at the White House that would
dangle $4,000 tax breaks in front of Americans to get them to begin
traveling and spending money at hotels, theme parks and other tourism
businesses. The idea has already attracted one important booster:
Trump, a hotel owner himself. The “Explore America” tax credit is one
of a host of proposed subsidies that tourism industry lobbyists are
pitching to policymakers as the early contours of a new economic
stimulus package begin to take shape in Washington. Some say that if
taxpayers are going to spend more money supporting tourism, then the
aid needs to do more than preserve profit margins.
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“Masks required and fewer parties (allegedly): What college will
look like this fall” via Nick Anderson of The Washington Post — As
more colleges and universities announce how and when they will
resume operations most are making clear that students will share in the
duty of protecting classmates, faculty and staff from a contagious
disease that has killed more than 100,000 Americans. Many universities
are warning students to expect a new normal. Parties will be minimal or
nonexistent, if schools have their way. Seating at sports events will be
limited, if spectators are allowed at all. Many lectures will be online.
Foodservice will be grab-and-go. Foot traffic will be routed one way
through specific exits and entrances.


More corona
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A pedestrian wearing a protective mask leaves Harvard Yard on the closed
Harvard University campus in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Image via Bloomberg.


“Wanted: Servers who can lift 100 pounds. Working life in the
coronavirus economy is changing.” via Karla L. Miller of The
Washington Post — As states reopened after coronavirus lockdowns,
millions of Americans returned to work in May. Many found their hours
were cut, their pay was reduced, and their job descriptions had
changed, sometimes beyond all recognition. Many employees are being
taken from salaried to hourly jobs. Generally, offering paid or unpaid
vacation leave is up to your employer, regardless of your FLSA status.
But if your employer is trying to cancel paid leave you’ve already
accrued, that may not be allowed depending on what state you work in.


“These people have been sick with coronavirus for more than 60
days.” via Ariana Eunjung Cha, Lenny Bernstein of The Washington
Post — It started for Melanie Montano with a tightness in her chest,
almost like someone was sitting on top of her. It was March 15, and she
was sweating but freezing cold. Symptoms kept coming and going in
waves like a roller coaster that has kept her bed-bound for 89 days
straight. Several coronavirus patients have had similar experiences. But
with so little known about the virus, Doctors are unsure whether those
symptoms suggest it is still alive in the body and creating continued
havoc, or whether it has come and gone, leaving a lingering immune or
inflammatory response that makes people continue to feel sick.
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“‘He has to get back to his life’: Trump looks past crises to resume
his routine” via Anita Kumar of POLITICO — Trump is planning to
resume his pre-pandemic routine, arguing it will send a positive
message that the country’s problems are under control. For the first
time since before the coronavirus gripped the United States and
protesters took to the streets, Trump is lining up in-person fundraisers,
trips to his luxury resort in New Jersey and campaign rallies. But while
Trump tries to signal he is resuming his version of normalcy, the
country is far from achieving a semblance of normalcy. Hundreds of
coronavirus deaths are still being reported in the U.S. daily. Twenty-one
million Americans are out of work. And protesters continue.


D.C. matters
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Donald Trump cannot wait to get back to the campaign trail. Image via AP.


“White House, Rick Scott claim violence at Floyd protests linked to
Venezuela” via Michael Wilner, David Smiley, Alex Daugherty and Nora
Gamez Torres of the Tampa Bay Times — The White House said it has
information that individuals linked to Venezuelan leader Nicolás
Maduro have incited violence at protests in the United States spurred
by Floyd’s death. U.S. Sen. Scott also highlighted a similar report
earlier in the week, promising Wednesday on Twitter that the U.S.
government would crack down on any operatives tied to Latin American
dictators who instigate conflict in Miami as part of the protests. Neither
offered proof of the allegations, and the White House declined to
discuss “non-open source information” that had led to their assessment.


Rubio, Scott introduce resolution recognizing anniversary of Pulse
massacre — Florida’s U.S. Senators introduced a resolution
recognizing the fourth anniversary of the Pulse nightclub massacre in
Orlando. It passed the Senate by unanimous consent. Ahead of the
resolution’s passage, Scott spoke on the Senate floor recognizing Pulse
Remembrance Day. “Floridians will never forget the horrific events of
June 12, 2016 — the day our state, nation, the City of Orlando, and
Hispanic and gay communities were attacked in an act of terror, and 49
innocent lives were lost,” U.S. Sen. Scott said. U.S. Sen. Rubio added,
“That day is one I will never forget, and while we still have a long way to
go to root out evil and hate, I remember how our communities came
together in the days and weeks that followed.”


To watch the video, click on the image below:
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Assignment editors — Congressman Charlie Crist will visit several
local businesses and the homes of several Pinellas veterans to hand
out masks and hear from constituents on how they're responding to the
continuing coronavirus pandemic: 2:30 p.m., Performance AC, 6080
126th Ave. N., Largo; 3:30 p.m., St. Pete Beach HUD-VASH Housing,
340 78th Ave., St. Pete Beach.


  


“Tropical disturbance heading toward Caribbean islands will
impact South Florida weather” via Howard Cohen of the Miami Herald
— The National Hurricane Center is monitoring a well-defined tropical
wave currently located about 275 miles east of the Windward Islands.
The system is producing disorganized showers and thunderstorms over
Caribbean waters. And while significant development is not anticipated,
just 10% through the next five days, given unfavorable environmental
conditions, the immediate effect will be periods of heavy rain and gusty
winds across portions of the Caribbean’s Windward Islands through
Friday as the wave moves westward at 15 to 20 mph, the hurricane
center said in its 8 a.m. advisory.


“By land, sea, air, Trump supporters vow massive statewide rally
Sunday” via Wendy Rhodes of the Pensacola News Journal — From
Pensacola to Miami, Tampa to West Palm Beach, Trump supporters
say they will celebrate the president’s birthday and Flag Day with
massive rallies and voter registration effort. Frustrated by what they say
is inaction by the Republican Party of Florida, so-called “Trumplicans”
say they plan to celebrate Flag Day and Trump’s birthday Sunday with
large rallies across the state. Organized by Trump Team 2020 Florida
the events are part of a larger effort to register voters to support the
president’s reelection bid this November. It is something the group said
the Florida Republican Party is not doing enough of. The events, which
are free and open to the public, are part of an all-out push by Trump


Statewide
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Team 2020 Florida to register new voters, particularly veterans.


Floridians are going to celebrate Donald Trump’s birthday by land, sea, and air.
Image via Action News Jax.


“Trump flotilla, ‘Trumptilla,’ to mark President’s birthday by boat”
via Peter Talbot of the Tampa Bay Times — Trump flags will wave
alongside the Stars and Stripes on Sunday as boaters take to Florida’s
Intracoastal Waterway for a dual celebration, the president’s birthday
and Flag Day. “When Trump can’t have his rallies, these people are
taking to the water rallying for him,” said Sherri Gerland of Apollo
Beach, who is organizing Tampa’s boat parade. Billed as “Trump
Flotillas” or “Trumptillas,” the parades are a way for voters to show their
support for Trump while practicing social distancing to help stop the
spread of coronavirus. Parades are planned in Pensacola, Miami,
Jacksonville and other cities along the Intracoastal Waterway.


“DeSantis could derail e-bike bill, or not” via Renzo Downey of
Florida Politics — DeSantis will get the final say on whether e-bikes can
ride on any road, path, or sidewalk where regular bikes are allowed.
The Legislature on Thursday presented DeSantis with that bill (HB 971)
after shifting to a low gear to allow the Governor to respond to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Electric bicycles, a new classification under the
law, could travel up to 28 mph and the bill would eliminate the 25-inch
height requirement for electric bikes to allow recumbent bikes to
operate under motorized power. The bill would also retain home rule
power for local governments to regulate use within their communities.
The Florida League of Cities and the Florida Bicycle Association
support the bill.


“Student-athlete pay, bear poaching sent to DeSantis” via News
Service of Florida — A proposal intended to prod NCAA leaders to
expand the opportunity for student-athletes to earn money off the field
was among 22 bills sent to DeSantis, a former college baseball player.
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Another measure (HB 327) sent to the governor would impose stiffer
fines for poaching black bears out of season to crack down on a
proliferation of bears illegally being killed for their gallbladders. The
athlete-compensation bill (SB 646), which would establish rights for
students and schools, would allow college students to have
professional representation through agents licensed by the state or
attorneys in good standing with The Florida Bar. The bill would go into
effect on July 1, 2021.


Ethics complaint filed against Ronald Bergeron — South Florida
attorney Rick Yabor has filed an ethics complaint against DeSantis ally
and South Florida Water Management District member Bergeron,
Bruce Ritchie of POLITICO Florida reports. The complaint stems from
a $9 million contract between SFWMD and Bergeron’s company,
Bergeron Land Development, for a reservoir in Martin County. Yabor,
director of the South Florida Anti-Corruption Task Force, filed the
complaint after the state ethics commission adopted an opinion allowing
Bergeron to serve on the SFWMD board while avoiding conflicts of
interest.


‘Alligator’ Ron Bergeron faces a complaint over an agreement with SFWMD.
Image via the Sun-Sentinel.


“Should victims’ rights law shield officer’s identity?” via Dara Kam
of the News Service of Florida — Keeping secret the identity of a police
officer who shot a black crime suspect might seem anathema during a
national time of reckoning about police brutality and racial disparity. But
that’s what a Florida police union is trying to do after a Tallahassee
officer killed a black transgender male who allegedly pointed a gun at
him. The Florida Police Benevolent Association sued the city after
Tallahassee officials decided to release the name of an officer,
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identified as Officer “John Doe,” to the news media. The union cited
privacy protections in a 2018 Florida constitutional amendment known
as “Marsy’s Law.” The PBA maintains that Doe shot Natosha “Tony”
McDade in self-defense.


“Why Florida’s toxic algae crisis is worse than people realize” via
Marcus Stern and Meryl Kornfield of the Tampa Bay Times — The
blooms in the state’s largest freshwater lake are stimulated by
phosphorus, a key ingredient in the fertilizer used on nearby ranches
and farms. The state has passed laws and spent hundreds of millions of
dollars on water treatment projects to reduce the phosphorus flowing
into the lake. Agricultural runoff is the source of three-quarters of it. In
March, the legislature tackled the algae problem again when it passed
the Clean Waterways Act of 2020. But the new law, like the 2001 law,
doesn’t require growers to monitor or reduce the phosphorus running
off their land, even though a court-ordered regulatory system south of
the lake has been a big success. Instead, the new law continues what
is effectively a voluntary program.


“Accused Mar-a-Lago checkpoint crasher pleads insanity” via Terry
Spencer of The Associated Press — A Connecticut opera singer
accused of crashing her car through a checkpoint outside Trump’s Mar-
a-Lago resort, drawing gunfire from law enforcement, has entered a
plea of not guilty by reason of insanity. Hannah Roemhild’s attorney
filed the written plea to charges of aggravated assault on a law
enforcement officer with a deadly weapon and fleeing and resisting an
officer. Insanity defenses are both rare and rarely successful. Under
Florida law, Roemhild’s attorneys will have to convince a jury she is
mentally ill and that caused her to not know what she was doing or not
understand it was wrong. Even if found not guilty, that would not
necessarily mean she would go free as the judge could sentence her to
a mental hospital for treatment.


“Florida orange harvest lower than projected” via Drew Dixon of
Florida Politics — The Florida citrus industry’s original October
projection for the orange harvest season is ending with a drop in
numbers. The Florida Agricultural Statistics Service released Florida
citrus production numbers and the harvest wasn’t quite as bountiful as
originally expected at 67.65 million boxes this year. “In October, we
projected 32 million boxes but ended up 29.65 million” for non-Valencia
oranges alone,” said Bill Curtis, agricultural statistics administrator for
the Florida Agricultural Statistics Service. The fall in actual numbers
from the projected figures was a “slight decrease,” Curtis said.
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“As Trump struggles to respond to crises, internal polling instills
fear in advisers” via John Santucci, Katherine Faulders and Will
Steakin of ABC News — One week ago, Trump met with advisers from
his 2020 reelection campaign, who greeted him with bad news. The
campaign's internal poll numbers showed the president down in swing
states, and down with key demographics of voters including women and
independents. While some of the president’s advisers insisted the
current campaign internal poll numbers aren’t relevant in gauging
Trump’s reelection chances this far from November, others among his
most loyal and longest-serving advisers have developed a new posture:
one of increasing alarm.


2020
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As Donald Trump wrestles with several crises, internal polling gives his advisers
reason to worry. Image via ABC News.


“Trump’s approval rating has dropped. How much does that
matter?” via Geoffrey Skelley of FiveThirtyEight — For the last three
weeks, Trump’s approval rating has steadily ticked downward. It now
sits at 41.1. This is notable because it’s the lowest Trump’s approval
rating has been since the House was conducting its impeachment
inquiry in November 2019. It’s not exactly hard to unpack why this is
happening now. Trump has gotten consistently low marks for his
handling of the coronavirus pandemic, and many Americans also don’t
approve of how he’s responded to the protests following the death of
Floyd. The question is: Just how much does this latest shift in approval
numbers matter? The important takeaway at this point, though, is that
for all the talk of Trump being “Teflon Don,” he isn’t actually
indestructible.


“Trump rally attendees cannot sue if they get COVID-19, campaign
says” via The New York Times — As Trump moves to resume indoor
campaign rallies, his campaign has added a twist to his optimistic push
to return to life as it was before the pandemic: Attendees cannot sue
the campaign or the venue if they contract the virus at the event. Of the
four states the president announced this week as sites for rallies, three,
Florida, Arizona and North Carolina, are seeing rising virus caseloads,
while Oklahoma’s infection numbers are steady but not falling. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention still recommends that
people avoid mass gatherings and stay out of crowded places.


“Kamala Harris seizes the spotlight as Joe Biden seeks a Veep —
but worries linger” via Sean Sullivan of The Washington Post — While
Harris is championed by Democratic officeholders and leaders, who
see her as appealing to suburban and centrist voters, many of the
activists who have helped energize the street protests warn that party
figures are missing the mood of the moment. As a traditional politician
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and former prosecutor, they say, Harris would fail to capture the
passions that are powering the protests, and her selection could
dampen the excitement that is crucial to the Democrats in November.
Within Biden’s orbit of allies and confidants, there is a sentiment that
picking Harris increasingly makes sense. Harris’s prospects are not
without complication. Her campaign was plagued by infighting and
collapsed before a single vote was cast.


  


“James St. George launches first ad for CD 3 campaign” via Drew
Wilson of Florida Politics — Republican congressional candidate St.
George is out with his first ad in the crowded primary race to succeed
U.S. Rep. Ted Yoho in Florida’s 3rd Congressional District. The ad,
titled “Do No Harm,” plays into the physician’s health care background
to tout his support for the President. “First do no harm. That’s the oath
every doctor takes. Words Washington could learn from,” the ad
narrator says. "Dr. St. George will fight for our conservative values and
stop the [Nancy] Pelosi liberals from exploiting the coronavirus to
advance socialism. Dr. St. George will stand with Trump to rebuild our
economy, stop government-run health care and defend our Second
Amendment.”


To watch the video, click on the image below:


“Republicans vying to run against Charlie Crist weigh in on Floyd,
BLM, coronavirus” via Mitch Perry of Bay News 9 — Republicans
vying for the opportunity to unseat Crist this November weighed in on
hot button topics such as the death of Floyd, the Black Lives Matter
movement and the coronavirus pandemic during a candidate forum.
Candidates Sheila Griffin, Sharon Newby, George Buck, and
Amanda Makki were all asked to share their thoughts on the issues
during a virtual Suncoast Tiger Bay forum. Moderator Adam C. Smith


More from the trail
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asked the candidates to share their views regarding the Black Lives
Matter movement. They were united in expressing their disgust about
the killing of Floyd. However, they seemed equally appalled at the
reports of violence at some of the protests that have taken place across
the country, though there hasn’t been much of that at all in Pinellas.


“Amanda Makki launches conservative ad on Fox News” via Janelle
Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — Makki began running ads on Fox
News this week highlighting her commitment to conservative values.
Makki is running in Florida’s 13th Congressional District in a crowded
GOP primary in which Republicans are hoping to unseat incumbent
Democrat Crist in November. Makki is the top fundraiser in the GOP
field with nearly $750,000 raised as of the end of March. But she faces
stiff competition from military veteran Anna Paulina Luna who seeks to
claim the far-right wing of the vote and is running as a staunch Trump
ally.


To view the ad, click on the image below:


“Barbara Watson enters already-crowded contest for SD 35” via
Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Watson is now the sixth Democratic
candidate competing in a crowded primary to replace Sen. Oscar
Braynon II in Senate District 35. The field already includes Rep.
Shevrin Jones as well as former Sen. Daphne Campbell, former
firefighter Wilbur Harbin, Miami Gardens City Councilman Erhabor
Ighodaro and former Rep. Cynthia Stafford. Jones has led the race in
fundraising throughout the contest. He’s also netted a series of
endorsements, including from Braynon himself.


“Shevrin Jones adds another $17K in May, leads SD 35 field” via
Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Jones is once again leading in the
money race after hauling in more than $17,000 in May. Rep. Watson
filed for the race Wednesday, becoming the sixth Democratic candidate
seeking the seat. Watson won’t have to file her first fundraising report
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until July. Jones was able to beat out his remaining opponents,
according to the most recent reports. Jones raised just over $7,000
through his campaign. Jones’ political committee, Florida Strong Finish,
collected another $10,000. Jones has now raised nearly $430,000 for
his Senate bid.


“In HD 14, Angie Nixon wins the May money race versus
incumbent Kim Daniels” via AG Gancarski of Florida Politics — In
Jacksonville, conservative Democrat Daniels is putting her own money
into her reelection bid. But even that wasn’t enough to overcome
fundraising from her primary opponent, Nixon. In May, Daniels poured
$13,000 of her own money into the effort, the vast majority of the almost
$17,000 raised. She has more than $56,000 on hand. Politicians, past
and present, gave. Jacksonville City Council member Ju’Coby Pittman
(originally appointed by Gov. Scott) and former Council member Pat
Lockett-Felder both cut checks. At least in May, prominent
Republicans stayed away.


“Kaylee Tuck led fundraising in May, still trails Ned Hancock” via
Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Tuck posted strong fundraising in
May, collecting $5,923 despite the pandemic. But primary opponent
Hancock still boasts a nearly $100,000 cash on hand advantage in the
House District 55 race. Hancock collected $4,625 in May but has pulled
in roughly double Tuck’s contributions. The two Republicans have spent
roughly the same amount in their campaigns for the open seat currently
held by retiring Rep. Cary Pigman. Hancock was sitting on $140,207 in
cash on hand heading into June. Tuck had $43,993, a total that
includes a $5,000 candidate loan.


“Republican candidates hold major money advantage in effort to
retake HD 72” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Fiona McFarland
continues to lead the way in fundraising among House District 72
candidates. Both she and primary opponent Donna Barcomb boast
more cash on hand than Democrat Drake Buckman. That said,
Buckman increasingly looks likely to skate to the general election
without a primary opponent and save his resources for November.
While the race holds potential as one of the hottest contests in Florida,
fundraising cooled in May. McFarland pulled in another $2,995, bringing
total outside contributions to $197,502.


“Mike Giallombardo holds cash edge over Bryan Blackwell
following May flurry in fundraising” via Jacob Ogles of Florida
Politics — Giallombardo nearly pulled another five figures into his
campaign coffers in May. Now he heads toward an August primary in
House District 77 with a cash advantage. No candidate in the race to
succeed Rep, Dane Eagle cracked six figures in donations ahead of
qualification. Cape Coral Republican Bryan Blackwell raised $3,100 in
May. That puts his total contributions at $72,305. That total includes
$1,000 from Steven Brooks’ FSAA political committee. With campaign
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costs cut out, that gives Giallombardo’s the edge in resources heading
into June. He had a total of $56,136 available, while Blackwell had
$47,178. Both candidates qualified this week to appear on the primary
ballot.


“Jenna Persons outspending the field in HD 78” via Jacob Ogles of
Florida Politics — Persons spent more on her House District 78
campaign in May than her opponents collectively received.
Philanthropist Roger Lolly still has more cash in the bank from a
significant infusion through a candidate loan. Persons reported another
$3,870 in donations in May, the bulk of that coming through a $1,000
check from consultant Derek Whitis and another from his wife
Courtney, as well as $1,000 from retiree Richard Neslund. The recent
donations brought Persons’ total contributions to $213,345.


“With a sizable self-loan, Michael Weinstein pours $50K into HD 81
bid” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Weinstein added more than
$50,000 to his campaign account in May after announcing his bid for
House District 81. The majority of that came from Weinstein’s own
pockets. The candidate loaned his campaign $35,000 and raised
another $15,000. Weinstein launched his bid in mid-March after Rep.
Tina Polsky announced she would pursue a Senate bid. Polsky made
the move just weeks before the qualifying period closed. Candidates
must qualify for state legislative contests by Friday, June 12 at noon.


“Sandra Murman will challenge Pat Kemp in incumbent on
incumbent battle for Hillsborough County Commission” via Janelle
Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — Murman ended speculation about her
political future Thursday. The longtime commissioner filed and qualified
to run in District 6. She’ll face Kemp, assuming she doesn’t have to
wage a primary campaign in the race. Republican Jim Davison is filed
to run, but has not yet qualified. He has until Friday at noon to do so.
Kemp has already qualified for reelection. Kemp has so far raised a
little over $70,000 in the race and has about $65,000 of that left on
hand. The county favors Democrats over Republicans, 350,654 to
276,464, but there are another 258,688 no party or third-party affiliated
voters, setting up a competitive contest.
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Sandra Murman is opposing Pat Kemp in an incumbent versus incumbent contest
in Hillsborough County.


“Joe Abruzzo announces run for Palm Beach County Clerk with
long list of endorsements” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics —
Former Sen. Abruzzo is officially entering the race to be the next Palm
Beach County Clerk and Comptroller. Abruzzo floated a run earlier this
month. He’ll now compete against Shannon Chessman — who works
as the Clerk’s chief operating officer — as well as write-in candidate
Engracia Bondonese. “Serving in the state Senate provided me the
opportunity to work on the public’s behalf in finance, auditing and
governmental budgeting for our state. Now I’m asking to continue this
work here at home,” Abruzzo said in a Thursday statement. The ex-
Senator also courted endorsements from two-dozen pols, including
Sens. Lori Berman and Kevin Rader, Reps. Joe Casello, David
Silvers, Emily Slosberg and Matt Willhite, and Palm Beach County
State Attorney Dave Aronberg.


“Broward SOE candidate Chad Klitzman hires Samantha Pollara,
nabs former Hollywood Mayor endorsement” via Ryan Nicol of
Florida Politics — Pollara — whose brother Ben Pollara is also a
staple of the Florida political scene — previously served as the Florida
Finance Director for Pete Buttigieg‘s presidential campaign. She also
worked on finance for Jane Castor‘s Tampa mayoral campaign and
Sean Shaw‘s 2018 Attorney General bid. Klitzman also announced
former Hollywood Mayor Peter Bober is supporting his bid. Klitzman is
one of six candidates who have qualified in the Broward SOE contest.
“Chad Klitzman is exactly who we need to modernize our elections
operation,” Bober said.
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“We’re still honoring those who fought against the U.S.A.
Why,Trump?” via Joe Davidson of The Washington Post — The
nation’s rebellion against police violence and racism led to state and
local actions against statues honoring Confederates, but many federal
symbols honoring Civil War rebels, including Army base names, remain
untouched. That’s the way it will stay if Trump has his way. Yet, the
bases and Confederate statues at the Capitol are in the incongruous
position of exalting people who raised arms against the United States
government and who killed members of its military in defense of white
supremacy and black enslavement. The Confederate soldiers and
officials are traitors.


Top opinion


  


“A convention during an outbreak?: This calls for (cough, cough)
unconventional protocols” via Frank Cerabino of The Palm Beach
Post — When North Carolina balked at Trump's demand to stage a
Republican National Convention that eliminated social distancing
requirements, Florida’s governor quickly volunteered our state. “Let’s be
creative and figure out a way to do it,” DeSantis said. Yes, we could be
just two months away from the time for Florida to take the masks off
and get down, before getting horizontal. The sudden change of plans
means we’re going to have to get busy. That will include lining up the
hotel rooms, caterers and ventilators.


“Rick Scott showed heart after Pulse shooting. Now, four years
later, LGBTQ community needs his help” via Rev. Terri Steed Pierce
of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — I’ll never forget the slow trickle of
news early that Sunday morning four years ago, first with notifications


Opinions
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on my phone, then breaking news reports, and finally, the gut-punch
confirmation that 49 LGBTQ people and allies had been killed on Latin
Night at Orlando’s Pulse nightclub. In the days that followed, I bore
witness to the aftershocks of the mass shooting. Even now, LGBTQ
people in Florida remain vulnerable. Most fundamentally, we lack
protection from discrimination in employment, housing, health care,
public spaces and more. We need comprehensive nondiscrimination
legislation to make Florida a better place for all.


“Know the signs: How to tell if your grandparent has become an
antifa agent” via Alexandra Petri of The Washington Post — For your
birthday, she knits you an unwanted scarf. To be used as a balaclava?
She belongs to a decentralized group with no leadership structure that
claims to be discussing a “book,” but no one ever reads the book and
all they seem to do is drink wine. Gathers with loose-knit, disorderly
group of figures you have never met to play “mah-jongg,” governed by
mysterious “rule cards” issued annually from a nebulous central
authority. Suddenly, for no reason, will appear or pretend to be asleep.


“Why mark gay pride month? Because discrimination continues in
Florida” via Scott Maxwell of the Orlando Sentinel — Most people
appreciate why we take time to remember the 49 lives lost in downtown
Orlando during that early morning massacre of 2016. Some people,
however, seem to question the need for a monthlong celebration of
diversity and call for equality. We absolutely need it. Especially in
Florida. Florida was one of the last states to repeal the ban on both gay
marriage and gay adoption. And to this day, lawmakers continue to
defend companies’ rights to fire gay employees and taxpayer-funded
schools’ right to deny education to LGBT families. But GOP leaders
have steadfastly refused to alter that direction, wanting to keep that
discrimination legal. That is why we still have Pride Month.
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Florida education officials say they have a plan for the safe reopening
of public schools. Sunrise hears from both Gov. DeSantis and
Education Commissioner Corcoran.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— Florida hits a record for coronavirus: 1,698 new cases reported
Thursday — the biggest one-day increase since the pandemic began.
There have now been more than 69,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19
in the state. The Department of Health is also reporting 47 new deaths
and the total number of fatalities in the Sunshine State stands at 2,938.


— Months before Thanksgiving, Florida TaxWatch found 180 turkeys in
the new state budget, which they call on DeSantis veto since they got
there through some sort of “hanky-panky” and not through the regular
appropriations process.


Today's Sunrise
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— Two state lawmakers from Tampa — Sen. Janet Cruz and Rep.
Dianne Hart — say they’ve begun work on three bills to respond to the
death of Floyd and the demonstrations by Black Lives Matter.


— A deep dive into some of the racial inequities COVID-19 has
exposed in Florida. Blacks and Latinos are paying a much higher price
during the pandemic.


— And one man and two women who are doing their best to live down
to the standards set by Florida Man.


To listen, click on the image below:


  


Dishonorable Mention: Rep. Chris Latvala, activist Becca Tieder,
Ernest Hooper and communications expert Dr. Karla Mastracchio
discuss politics and culture. The hosts discuss the lasting effect of
Floyd, Black Lives Matter, and the protests that followed for police
reform and systematic change. Is there hope that we are on the
precipice of real change? Political anchor and reporter for WFLA Evan
Donovan gives his perspective on the protests and if he believes true
change is on the horizon. How concerned is Donovan that these
protests will contribute to the second spike of COVID-19 cases amid a
pandemic? And what has it been like to be a journalist covering a
tumultuous year?


Inside Florida Politics from GateHouse Florida: Cities across Florida
saw mass street demonstrations stemming from the death of Floyd as
coronavirus cases spike since June's broader reopening. Gannett
journalists John Kennedy and Antonio Fins discuss this and how
Republicans are looking to renominate Trump this summer in his new
home state.


podcastED: Step Up For Students President Doug Tuthill talks with


Listen up
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Julie Young, vice president of education outreach and student services
at Arizona State University and managing director of Arizona State
University’s Prep Academy and ASU Prep Digital. Young, who has
been celebrated as an education disrupter for nearly three decades,
was founding CEO and president of Florida Virtual School, the world’s
first statewide virtual school and one of the nation’s largest K-12 online
educator providers.


The New Abnormal from host Rick Wilson and Molly Jong-Fast:
Trump sent in goons from the Bureau of Prisons, and National
Guardsmen from as far away from Utah to take over her town.
Washington D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser tells Jong-Fast and Wilson
what it was like to be under siege from the President of the United
States — and how she tried to resist. “We have spent the last week
trying to defend our borders, defend our autonomy, and make sure
protesters could be in the city peacefully,” Bowser says. Bowser
schools Trump, kindergarten-style; Molly talks about the GOP’s ability
to “seize defeat out of the jaws of defeat”; Trump’s “just the tip” excuse;
deep state ninjas; and Wilson’s secret past as a NASCAR driver.


The Yard Sign with host Jonathan Torres: Chris Chambers, Chris
VerKuilen and Torres welcome special guest Todd Jennings. Topics
include Trump’s walk to St. John’s Church, Trump versus military
generals, a Floyd update, “defunding the police,” and the Pinellas
County GOP.


  


Facing South Florida with Jim DeFede on CBS 4 in Miami: The
Sunday show provides viewers with an in-depth look at politics in South
Florida, along with other issues affecting the region.


Florida This Week on Tampa Bay’s WEDU: Moderator Rob Lorei
hosts a roundtable featuring Sen. Darryl Rouson, Tampa Bay
Partnership Director of Policy and Research Dave Sobush, C. Unique
PR and Marketing Founder and Publisher Chaikirah Parker and
Tampa Police Chief Brian Dugan.


In Focus with Allison Walker-Torres on Bay News 9: Remains on
hiatus due to coronavirus.


Political Connections on CF 13 in Orlando and Bay News 9 in
Tampa/St. Pete: Sen. Marco Rubio will weigh in on police reform and
racial issues, and host Holly Gregory and Bay News 9 political reporter
Mitch Perry will discuss local races to watch for.


The Usual Suspects on WCTV-Tallahassee/Thomasville (CBS) and
WJHG-Panama City (NBC): Host Gary Yordon talks with pollster


Weekend TV
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Steve Vancore and Miami Herald reporter Mary Ellen Klas.


This Week in Jacksonville with Kent Justice on Channel 4 WJXT:
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Chief Deloris O’Neal, the first African
American Female Chief in JSO history, on community policing and
racial diversity among JSO ranks. Also, Ken Jefferson, News4JAX
Crime and Safety expert on civil unrest in Jax, on the “Defund Police”
movement and on the removal of Confederate monuments.


This Week in South Florida on WPLG-Local10 News (ABC): Guests
will Rep. Mario Díaz-Balart, Agriculture Commissioner Fried and
Burnadette Norris-Weeks, attorney and founder of the Women of
Color Empowerment Institute


  Instagram of the day
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“Four bags of salty weed wash up on Okaloosa Island” via the NWF
Daily News — Four bags of saltwater-saturated marijuana washed
ashore Monday night near Beach Access 6 on Okaloosa Island. An off-
duty law enforcement officer and his family spotted the packages while
they were out for a walk that evening, according to a Facebook post
from the Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office. The bundles appeared to
have been in the water for quite a while, the post said.


Aloe
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Bundles of marijuana were found by an off-duty law enforcement officer in
Okaloosa Island.


“Orlando City to face Inter Miami in opening match; bracket set for
MLS tournament” via Iliana Limon Romero of the Orlando Sentinel —
Orlando City will face off with Inter Miami to kick off the “MLS is Back”
Tournament on July 8 at ESPN Wide World of Sports at Disney World,
highlighting the two home-state teams in the competition. The match is
tentatively scheduled to kick off at 8 p.m., with the TV network still to be
announced. It will be the first time Orlando City and expansion side
Inter Miami, who already have a budding rivalry, will face off on the
pitch. MLS added Inter Miami to Orlando City’s Group A pool. The rest
of the 19 teams unattached to a pool were set via a draw Thursday
afternoon.


  


Happy birthday to one of our favorite people, Sally Bradshaw. Also
celebrating today is former Rep. Neil Combee, Husein Cumber, Rep.
Kim Daniels, Matt Lettelleir of the St. Petersburg Chamber of
Commerce, Margie Menzel, Rick Minor, our dear friend, St.
Petersburg City Councilwoman Darden Rice, Matt Wolking


Happy birthday
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 3, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – The State of Florida is responding to COVID-19. In an effort to keep Florida residents and visitors safe and aware regarding
the status of the virus, the Florida Department of Health will continue to issue this update every day through Phase 1 of Florida’s reopening plan.
Once the state moves into Phase 2, DOH will provide this update once per week. However, DOH will continue to update the COVID-19 dashboard
and post the state report daily.


Governor Ron DeSantis is in constant communication with Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz and State Surgeon
General Dr. Scott Rivkees as the State of Florida continues to monitor and respond to the threat of COVID-19.


Recent actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


Today, at a press conference at Universal Studios, Governor DeSantis announced Executive Order 20-139, which brings Florida, with the exception
of Broward, Miami-Dade and Palm Beach counties, into Phase 2 of the Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery effective Friday, June
5. With appropriate social distancing and sanitization protocols, the order provides the following:


Restaurants may allow bar-top seating with appropriate social distancing,
Bars and pubs may operate at 50 percent capacity inside and full capacity outside with appropriate social distancing. Patrons may only receive
service if seated,
Retail establishments may operate at full capacity with responsible social distancing and sanitization protocols,
Gyms may operate at full capacity with appropriate social distancing and frequent sanitization,
Entertainment businesses, including but not limited to movie theaters, concert houses, auditoriums, playhouses, bowling alleys and arcades,
may operate at 50 percent capacity with appropriate social distancing and sanitization protocols,
Pari-mutuel facilities may submit a request to open to the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation. The request must
include an endorsement from their county mayor or county administrator if there is no mayor,
Personal services businesses, including but not limited to tattoo parlors, acupuncture establishments, tanning salons and massage
establishments may operate while adhering to guidance from the Florida Department of Health.


For the Governor’s presentation, click HERE.


Additional actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


Today, the Florida Division of Emergency Management announced that an additional three COVID-19 testing sites across the state have been
created through a partnership between Publix, FDEM and Quest Diagnostics. These sites will open on Thursday, June 4, 2020. Locations are
available here.
Five state-supported drive-thru testing sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval counties are now offering free antibody
testing to anyone over the age of 18. Previously, antibody testing at these sites was only available to first responders. The sites with antibody
tests are:


FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches, antibody testing is by appointment only and the site can accept up to 40 appointments per day
To schedule an appointment, call: 561-642-1000 


Hard Rock Stadium, can test up to 125 individuals per day
Miami Beach Convention Center, can test up to 80 individuals per day
Orange County Convention Center, can test up to 125 individuals per day
TIAA Bank Field Lot J, can test up to 125 individuals per day


The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) participated in a webinar hosted by the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) and
presented information on the Dementia Care and Cure Initiative and the latest projects on therapeutic robotic pets, MP3 Players, and Scent
Evidence Kits to help older adults.
Approximately 2,103 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 312,800 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
The CareerSource Florida network is offering in-person appointments to assist job seekers and businesses with employment needs, especially
those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, with the exception of career centers in Miami-Dade and Monroe counties.


CareerSource South Florida is offering services virtually and over the phone, with plans to provide in-person appointments as soon as
possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety protocol training to protect customers and
employees.


The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive
Order 20-86. To date, more than 56,900 traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 61,800 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH


The Florida Department of Health (DOH) announced that antibody COVID-19 test results data is now available. This report will be provided
once a week and contains county, race and lab information on antibody COVID-19 tests conducted in Florida. That report is available here. 
To date, DOH has reported more than 1,000 contact tracers who are assisting with COVID-19 efforts across the state.
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DOH announced that the list of long-term care facilities in Florida associated with COVID-19 cases will now include active cases in each facility
in order to provide real-time data. The list of long-term care facilities with active COVID-19 cases is available here. 
DOH is providing a report detailing surveillance data for every Florida county. Previously, this information was only available for select
communities. The surveillance data report is available here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a Public Health Emergency for COVID-19 in Florida.
DOH established a public call center for questions regarding COVID-19. The call center launched Monday, March 2, and is open 24/7.
DOH established mechanisms for monitoring and coordination with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding
epidemiological activities.
DOH distributed CDC Interim Guidance for public health personnel evaluating Persons Under Investigation (PUI) and asymptomatic close
contacts of confirmed cases at their home or non-home residential settings to CHDs.
DOH approved and disseminated an updated Clinician Screening Tool for identifying COVID-19 PUIs.
DOH implemented testing at all three State Public Health Laboratories and distributed updated laboratory guidance regarding implementation
of testing at State Public Health Laboratories.
DOH has worked to implement additional private lab testing.
DOH has developed and disseminated pandemic planning guidance. 
Advised CHDs and HCCs to retain expired personal protective equipment until further notice.
DOH is continuing support for long-term care facilities with REST teams. DOH strike teams have completed assessments for 3,874 long term
care facilities to determine immediate unmet needs and promote appropriate infection control practices.
DOH strike teams are continuing to respond to long term care facilities with COVID-19 positive patients.
In an effort to increase testing, Governor DeSantis has directed Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees on an emergency temporary basis to allow
licensed pharmacists in Florida to order and administer COVID-19 tests.
DOH is working with Florida’s Board of Pharmacy and Florida’s Department of Business and Professional Regulation on mobile pharmacy
compliance guidance.


FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


Today, the Florida Division of Emergency Management announced that an additional three COVID-19 testing sites across the state have been
created through a partnership between Publix, FDEM and Quest Diagnostics. These sites will open on Thursday, June 4, 2020. Locations are
available here.
Five state-supported drive-thru testing sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval counties are now offering free antibody
testing to anyone over the age of 18. Previously, antibody testing at these sites was only available to first responders. The sites with antibody
tests are:


FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches, antibody testing is by appointment only and the site can accept up to 40 appointments per day
To call for an appointment, call: 561-642-1000 


Hard Rock Stadium, can test up to 125 individuals per day
Miami Beach Convention Center, can test up to 80 individuals per day
Orange County Convention Center, can test up to 125 individuals per day
TIAA Bank Field Lot J, can test up to 125 individuals per day


At the direction of Governor DeSantis, the state has established 15 drive-thru and 17 walk-up testing sites across the state, with more coming
online. More than 230,000 people have been tested at these sites. Floridians can find a site near them here.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


More than 27.5 million masks
More than 11 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 700 thousand gowns
91 thousand goggles
Nearly 52 thousand coveralls


For long-term care facilities alone, the Division has sent:
More than 10 million masks
1 million gloves
More than 500,000 face shields
160,000 gowns


The Florida Division of Emergency Management has launched a website to track the mobile lab that is testing long-term care facilities across
the state. The website is available here.
Find more information on DEM’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 1,400 onsite visits to facilities and nearly 14,500 telephone
calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
AHCA issued Emergency Order NO. 20-003 providing financial relief to nursing homes and Intermediate Care Facilities during the state’s
public health emergency. The emergency order extends the deadlines for March and April 2020 Quality Assessment payments until June 15,
2020 for Intermediate Care Facilities, and June 20, 2020 for nursing homes.
AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-2 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-3. These rules require nursing homes and assisted living facilities
to grant access to the Florida Department of Health or their authorized representative for the purpose infection prevention and control, including
mandated COVID-19 testing of both on-duty and off-duty staff when arranged by the Department.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-1 requiring hospitals to test all patients for COVID-19,
regardless of symptoms, prior to discharge to long-term care facilities.
AHCA sent out an email to nursing homes requiring the transfer of residents with verified or suspected cases if they cannot be appropriately
isolated and adhere to the CDC recommendations for COVID-19 response.
AHCA issued a provider alert announcing additional flexibilities within the Medicaid program made at the direction of Governor DeSantis.
Authorization requirements and services limits for medically necessary behavioral health care for are now waived.
AHCA created a new temporary Personal Care Attendant program to help long-term care facilities fill staffing shortages. The program provides
an 8-hour training on assisting with direct care so that personal care attendants can temporarily perform additional duties.
AHCA has been working with the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to ensure current Medicaid recipients maintain benefits during
the state of emergency. Medicaid application deadlines have also been extended.
Find more information on AHCA’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION


DPBR has distributed Additional Information for Barbershops and Cosmetology Salons Pursuant to Executive Order 20-120 and FAQs for
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Executive Order 20-120 – Expanding Phase 1: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery to provide additional information and
guidelines for barbershops, cosmetology salons, and cosmetology specialty salons.
Find more information on DBPR’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES


Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which will automatically
issue benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school
meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
As part of her Hope for Healing Florida initiative, First Lady Casey DeSantis recently announced that the Department of Children and Families
(DCF) will be receiving a $1.9 million emergency grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, which will
provide crisis counseling and other mental health support for Floridians impacted by COVID-19.
Per DCF’s request, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Florida’s waiver to permit the state to launch a pilot project
that allows families to purchase groceries online with their Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card beginning April 21, 2020.
Under Governor DeSantis’ direction, DCF has temporarily increased Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients’ benefit
amount to the maximum monthly allotment based on household size through May 2020.
DCF worked with the Department of Health (DOH) to develop precautionary protocols for child welfare professionals and adult protective
investigators who may have to make in-person visits to ensure the safety of those vulnerable populations.
Find more information on DCF’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS


The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) has distributed cloth face coverings to all correctional officers and inmates at correctional
institutions statewide.
FDC is closely aligned with the CDC Interim Guidance on Management of COVID-19 in Correctional and Detention Facilities.
New inmate commitments from county jails undergo additional screening and 14-day quarantine before placement within the general
population.
FDC has suspended visitation and volunteer programs at all correctional institutions statewide.
Find more information on FDC’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY


Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through June 13, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
To comply with federal law, weeks beginning May 10, 2020, claimants for all Reemployment Assistance programs, including state
Reemployment Assistance, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, will be required to
return to the CONNECT system every two weeks to request their benefits or “claim their weeks.” In doing so, claimants will confirm that they
are still unemployed and acknowledge that they are able and available for work should it be offered. For more information, click here. If
claimants, currently receiving Reemployment Assistance benefits, no longer wish to receive benefits, they do not need to claim their weeks, as
payments will stop processing if weeks stop being claimed.
DEO, in partnership with the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, launched a website to verify the identity of claimants
who have been locked out of their CONNECT account, the online system for processing Reemployment Assistance claims. Individuals who
were locked out of their CONNECT account have been notified and provided a direct link to verify their information so they can access their
account.
DEO is administering the Federal Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program. The program is offered by the federal CARES
Act and provides up to 13 weeks of benefits to a claimant who has exhausted Reemployment Assistance. For more information, please click
here.
The Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program that provides unemployment benefits to those that may not otherwise be
eligible under Florida’s state Reemployment Assistance program is available. Eligibility includes independent contractors, gig workers and
individuals who are self-employed. Working Floridians who have been impacted by COVID-19 and believe they may be eligible for Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance, can visit FloridaJobs.org and select "File a Claim" to apply and be considered for PUA. Individuals may also call 1-
833-FL-Apply (1-833-352-7759) for any questions they may have.
DEO continues to provide updates on the efforts made to address the challenges to Florida’s Reemployment Assistance program in response
to COVID-19. This includes a new State Reemployment Assistance Claims Dashboard that is updated daily to reflect the total number of
Reemployment Assistance Claims submitted, verified, processed and paid.
DEO announced more than 1,000 small businesses have been awarded more than $49 million from the Florida Small Emergency Bridge Loan
program. 
The Business Damage Assessment survey is activated and continues to accept surveys to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local
business operations and determine the appropriate actions for recovery. Click here to access the survey.
Find more information on DEO’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


On May 13, 2020, Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-EO-02 that:
Extends Professional and Temporary Educator Certificates expiring on June 30, 2020 to December 31, 2020.
Suspends the requirement for school districts to conduct annual evaluations for teachers and administrators for the 2019-20 school year;
Extends deadlines for English Language Learners to exit ESOL programs and suspends date of providing or extending services until
schools re-open;
Suspends requirement for districts to determine how to meet differentiated pay requirements for teachers on the performance pay
schedule;
Suspends testing requirement to student eligibility into college-credit dual enrollment courses;
Extends deadlines related to Individual Educational Plans;  
Extends deadlines for provisional and annual licenses issued by the Commission for Independent Education; and
Allows remote assessment for determining eligibility and priority for Vocational Rehabilitation services.


The Department of Education’s (DOE) Office of Early Learning, in coordination with local early learning coalitions, has prioritized and increased
access to childcare services for first responders and health care professionals by creating an expedited referral process to swiftly provide
priority access.
Florida College System institutions and private institutions across the state have donated more than 130 ventilators typically used in medical
training programs to local hospitals, community medical centers and other facilities.
Since April 1, 2020, when DOE announced the waiver of certification exam fees, more than 31,000 educators have signed up to take the
Florida Teacher Certification Examination using the waiver. This translates into over 62,000 actual exam registrations for a savings value of
more than $8 million for Florida educators.
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Governor Ron DeSantis and Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran announced that 32,614 laptop computers are being distributed to 34
mostly small, rural school districts throughout Florida and the Florida A&M University Developmental Research School.
DOE has delayed the deadline for teacher certification requirements and offered a fee waiver for testing. More than 22,000 teachers have
taken advantage of the fee waiver so far.
The Florida Virtual School has created the Online Learning Community with engaging and informative content for teachers and parents of K-12
students.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Commissioner of Education Richard Corcoran recommended that all Florida public and private K-12 schools
continue distance learning and keep school campuses closed through June 3, the remainder of the 2019-2020 academic year. DOE has
compiled dozens of free distance learning resources on its emergency response page. 
Find more information on DOE’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ELDER AFFAIRS


The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) participated in a webinar hosted by the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) and
presented information on the Dementia Care and Cure Initiative and the latest projects on therapeutic robotic pets, MP3 Players, and Scent
Evidence Kits to help older adults.
DOEA provided technical assistance to AAAs regarding shopping assistance, meals, service delivery, telephone reassurance, and the
Restaurant Meal Initiative.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) issued Emergency Order 20-01
pertaining to in-person guardian visitation requirements where COVID-19 response and mitigation measures prevent such visits.
DOEA issued Guidance in furtherance of Order 20-01 for Public and Professional Guardians to remain in compliance with Florida Statute
744.361(14).
DOEA has created a dedicated webpage to provide resources on COVID-19 including: tips for caregivers, information on closures of senior
centers and adult day care centers, and alternative services for congregate meal sites.
Find more information on DOEA’s COVID-19 response here.


ENTERPRISE FLORIDA


Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a Virtual Trade Shows Grant Program to allow companies to identify international clients and
generate new export opportunities. Traditional international trade shows are being temporarily replaced by virtual events to promote safe
worldwide business opportunities. For more information, please contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI created a virtual trade grant program to help Florida companies do business overseas as international travel is restricted. Businesses
interested in learning more about the new Virtual Business Matchmaking service should contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI conducted regional calls with stakeholders across the state to identify ideas for long-range economic recovery.
EFI suspended initial fees for its Microfinance Loan Guarantee Program to support Florida’s small business community impacted by COVID-19.
Interested businesses must apply through a local lender. For further information please contact your lender or visit Enterprise Florida’s website.
See resources compiled by EFI for businesses impacted by COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION


As part of its phased reopening, Florida State Parks is offering limited camping availability for guests. For the protection of both staff and
visitors, camping will not be available at all parks and cabins will remain closed. Additional safety measures such as reduced visitor density
may also be in place.
To date, 90 percent of Florida State Parks have been partially opened. To continue social distancing and mitigate the spread of COVID-19,
each open park has unique procedures in place. See the latest park and trail information here.
Areas of Florida State Parks managed by the Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection (ORCP) have been partially reopened, including
remote access trails, beaches, and boat ramps at the Research Reserves. Islands, beaches, and submerged lands within the Aquatic
Preserves are being re-opened in accordance with local ordinances. See current information on ORCP-managed lands here.
Find more information on DEP’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL REGULATION


The Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) issued Emergency Order 2020-03 temporarily expanding the motor vehicle retail installment initial
payment rule.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-02 extending certain filing deadlines for Florida’s financial services providers.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-01 extending certain renewal deadlines for money services businesses. 
OFR provided guidance for consumer finance businesses and professionals.
OFR provided guidance and an operational update for Florida’s securities businesses and professionals.
OFR provided informational guidance and an update to Florida’s financial institutions.
OFR created helpful resource lists for businesses and individuals to contact their financial services providers:


Florida Financial Institution Resource List
Top 40 Mortgage Servicers Resource List
Additional Financial Information and Resources List


Find more information on OFR’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES


The Florida Highway Patrol is assisting with the implementation and enforcement of Executive Order 20-86 at the direction of Governor
DeSantis.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, FLHSMV Executive Director Rhodes has waived commercial truck hours of
service regulations and other related regulations so that emergency supplies, equipment, commodities and resources can be moved more
quickly and efficiently throughout the state.
Find more information on FLHSMV’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF INSURANCE REGULATION


As part of its ongoing effort to keep policyholders informed, OIR published a list of resources to connect Florida policyholders with assistance
being offered by insurers in response to COVID-19.
The Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-06M providing guidance on the use of technology to help
combat the spread of COVID-19, including encouraging insurers to broaden access to care for telehealth services, and requesting Pharmacy
Benefit Managers to transition to an electronic audit process in order to avoid unnecessary risk and maintain social distancing.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-05M reminding insurers of applicable statutes regarding workers’ compensation insurance.
Workers’ compensation insurers are expected to comply with all of the provisions of Florida’s Workers’ Compensation Law.
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OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-03M directing all insurers and other entities regulated by OIR to review and update their
business continuity and/or continuity of operations plans. Companies are directed to immediately contact OIR if their continuity plans are
activated and/or if business operations become compromised so it can work with insurers to avoid any disruption in consumer services.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-04M providing general guidance on the treatment of policyholders as part of the state’s
ongoing efforts to protect Floridians.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-02M as a reminder to all health insurers, health maintenance organizations, and other health
entities to allow for early prescription refills.
Find more information on OIR’s COVID-19 response here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE


The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) has instituted additional screening measures for essential personnel and vendors within juvenile
facilities.
Find more information on DJJ’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) is disseminating information on the hiring of former first responders to assist Florida
Division of Emergency Management field operations.
FDLE continues to work with DBPR on the process for enforcing the 50% seating capacity limit for the re-opening of restaurants, as well as
establishing DBPR points of contacts for fielding complaints about violations.
FDLE is working with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association on traffic assistance at testing/collection sites
statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association to monitor law enforcement staffing
impacts and staffing needs due to COVID-19.
FDLE and FHP continue to facilitate the escort of testing collection kits statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Sheriffs Association and Florida Police Chiefs Association to provide support to FHP at I-10 and I-95
checkpoints.
FDLE continues to work with ESF-16 partners on airport screening missions.
Find more information on FDLE’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA LOTTERY


Effective March 23, Florida Lottery Headquarters and district offices are closed to the public until further notice.  
Find more information on the Florida Lottery’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES


The Department of Management Services (DMS) launched a dedicated telework page with resources and tutorials for employees and
employers operating in a remote work environment.
At the Governor’s direction, DMS Secretary Jonathan Satter issued an emergency order to ensure federal benefits granted through The
Families First Coronavirus Response Act are available to employees.
As directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to expand covered
telehealth benefits at no additional employee cost.
Also directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to cover immunizations at
participating in-network retail pharmacies at no cost to the member during this public health emergency.
Find more information on DMS’ COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS


Approximately 2,103 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 312,800 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FLNG continues to support the state's COVID-19 response through augmentation to airport screening measures, statewide logistics support,
coordination, planning and operational mission sets.
Find more information on DMA’s response to COVID-19 here.


AGENCY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES


The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) sent out a Guidance Booklet to Providers and Waiver Support Coordinators recently to outline
waiver changes and flexibilities as a result of COVID-19. It also included information on infection control measures and recommended actions
when faced with various scenarios.
APD is distributing washable face masks donated by The Family Care Council to providers and customers living in APD group homes.
APD issued Emergency Order 20-03, which temporarily suspends face to face visits to administer the Questionnaire for Situational Information
to determine the level of need of APD customers.
Find more information on APD’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE


The Department of Revenue (DOR) has issued an emergency order extending certain corporate income tax (CIT) due dates. For corporations
with a fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2019, the due date for Florida CIT payments is extended to June 1, 2020. For corporations with fiscal years
ending Dec. 31, 2019, Jan. 31, 2020, or Feb. 29, 2020, the due date for Florida CIT returns is extended to August 3, 2020. The due dates for
Florida CIT payments for corporations with fiscal years ending Jan. 31 or Feb. 29, 2020, remain June 1, 2020 and July 1, 2020, respectively.
DOR has created a dedicated webpage for child support customers who have questions about the child support offset for Economic Impact
Payments under the CARES Act. Under federal law, these payments are subject to federal offset for persons who owe past-due support.
DOR has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for tax-related questions and information.
The department also has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for child support customers and alternative options for handling many child support
case activities without visiting an office.
Find more information on DOR’s response to COVID-19 here.


CAREERSOURCE FLORIDA


The CareerSource Florida network is offering in-person appointments to assist job seekers and businesses with employment needs, especially
those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, with the exception of career centers in Miami-Dade and Monroe counties.
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CareerSource South Florida is offering services virtually and over the phone, with plans to provide in-person appointments as soon as
possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety protocol training to protect customers and
employees.


The CareerSource Florida network has continued to provide employment and business services virtually, via telephone, by email and by
appointment in some locations throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since March 1, CareerSource Florida has assisted the following individuals:


More than 339,000 job seekers served
More than 15,150 job seekers placed in employment
More than 1,465 job seekers enrolled in training
More than 19,600 businesses served
More than 59,730 new jobs posted


The state workforce board and all 24 local workforce development boards are assisting with CONNECT PIN resets and processing
Reemployment Assistance applications.
CareerSource Florida has launched an integrated public and business outreach campaign, Help is Here, a comprehensive resource for
employment and business services.
For a list of Florida’s local workforce development boards and their contact information, please click here.


STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF FLORIDA


The State University System Task Force has been working to issue guidance for reopening university campuses in the fall. Board of Governors’
chair Syd Kitson directed State University System Chancellor, Marshall Criser III, to develop guidelines presented to the Board of Governors at
a public meeting on May 28, 2020. Universities will then present their individual plans based on these guidelines to the Board of Governors at a
board meeting on June 23, 2020.
Find more information on SUS’ response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-97, delaying elections in Pasco County at the request of Pasco County Supervisor of
Elections Brian Corley.
On April 6, Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee announced the issuance of an emergency order and emergency rules to extend annual report filing
deadlines for business entities, as well as outline changes to the candidate petition and candidate qualifying processes.
Find more information on the Florida Department of State’s Response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


Governor DeSantis and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Secretary Thibault announced the opening of five new Interstate 4 (I-
4)/State Road (S.R.) 408 flyover ramps. This work was completed more than three months ahead of schedule and increases safety and
mobility in the heart of Florida.
Due to continued lower traffic volumes as a result of COVID-19, FDOT expedited more than 40 additional critical transportation projects by at
least 650 total contract days, while also providing essential jobs to Floridians. Find more information about FDOT’s accelerated projects here.
FDOT Secretary Thibault and staff joined the Florida Trucking Association and the Florida Highway Patrol to hand out 500 meals to Florida’s
truck drivers.
FDOT is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86. To date, more
than 56,900 traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 61,800 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
FDOT continues to coordinate with seaports across the state to monitor port activity.
Find more information on FDOT’s response to COVID-19 here.  


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA) has restricted visitor access to its state veterans’ homes until further notice, with the
exception of essential visitors. In addition, admissions in our network of state veterans’ homes are temporarily suspended.
Veterans who are concerned they may have symptoms of COVID-19, flu or cold should call the VISN 8 Clinical Contact Center toll free at (877)
741-3400 before coming to a VA facility. Clinicians are available to provide 24/7 virtual care and support, including nurse advice and triage.
To contact a teleworking FDVA Veterans’ Claims Examiner, call (727) 319-7440 or email VSO@fdva.state.fl.us.
Find more information on FDVA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION


The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) continues to be in close communication with the Governor’s Office, the Florida
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the most recent COVID-19 status and guidance.
Find more information on FWC’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION


The Florida Housing Finance Corporation (Florida Housing) issued an Emergency Rule to property owners and managers to suspend rent
increases during this public health emergency on properties funded by Florida Housing. Those who choose to implement rent increases that
impact residents during this global pandemic could result in consequences for future funding opportunities with Florida Housing.
As Florida Housing continues to be committed to the health and well-being of all Floridians, we have compiled a list of resources with relevant
information for homeowners, residents, developers, apartment owners, management companies, participating lenders, Realtors and SHIP
administrators regarding COVID-19.
Find more information on Florida Housing’s response to COVID-19 here.


VISIT FLORIDA


VISIT FLORIDA’s four welcome centers are closed until further notice. VISIT FLORIDA welcome center staff members have been trained to
provide customer service support for the Department of Economic Opportunity and are assisting with the influx of inquiries and calls from
impacted businesses and workers throughout the state.
Find more information on VISIT FLORIDA’s response to COVID-19 here.


VOLUNTEER FLORIDA


Volunteer Florida announced the availability of $300,000 in AmeriCorps Planning Grants to support organizations interested in implementing an



https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..Et0WhInz9FCV5jJP6Gn3AIOiJyNAKHFPTV_MRYl7zvY%2Fbr%2F79219210335-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7Cbf1849853f5443dc31de08d803ee4b7f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637263669295166718&sdata=sTDMx0h9ul0TP7GyBjHppA8%2Frb2WLHrAYIwNfdDOBrU%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..LlDI2sJjDMihhOJo8TdIKB5r_9ThCaGlF9uR9vX-OUk%2Fbr%2F79114117046-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7Cbf1849853f5443dc31de08d803ee4b7f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637263669295171694&sdata=4DD1cKOhGpDNKe6I76pAl9GeqHFTOPJ%2B2P1Nd09r%2BiA%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..vIUfRRgd8Hw2VYtEFLy0HUjOVzwitSMwyMOMcAF9tcI%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057612452&sdata=PbRM1%2BD6Lh0I3TwZERRvD%2F2JQJfZR%2FU33gE3836l0do%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..qZ5DLgJzgF6oNOPXELTxloMxnZRRgKeGwfWNhycmuBA%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057612452&sdata=zTwONabpcjy6xjEMc2i3fox7YYFH3GYznss2%2F5HM4OE%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..xRlCNgEJcho9Y0a4RnuTIhGFr5rBeP6qbCQ7Ci1SgIQ%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057622411&sdata=Yi3w6mmLWDV6sseXrIfWOtc7YpuYXYLZgHTlgJm1EBI%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..OaCNImChUtfE5rjPyEpGSeIcdtivWT1e2_vbIjfQmss%2Fbr%2F78450129573-l&data=02%7C01%7Cbeth.frady%40dot.state.fl.us%7Cb922bb6ad79b47bf094e08d8075645c4%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637267414437109570&sdata=a%2BqhmcC2NyRBXuUHA7EE%2FzbXA9H4YEshx9ek0Fs48hw%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..h9FKB2H1IolnFMFWdWHKqLgeDLmi7O9RUhllc4r-MOY%2Fbr%2F78450129573-l&data=02%7C01%7Cbeth.frady%40dot.state.fl.us%7Cb922bb6ad79b47bf094e08d8075645c4%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637267414437119526&sdata=VhOCIPT0scevy2bUI3t6CItWR2idKaBqG9%2FN0t%2F0ZCA%3D&reserved=0

mailto:VSO@fdva.state.fl.us

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..U8FZhMxIXqOsjrIGhlvA-w5If3s56PQQ7f1UUBPWxTI%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057632365&sdata=fMVg3ARJqvIRVtAYDeqOiqdzZ0JsBgPI6YH%2FwAokgRI%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..XQgVJ8At3DpYTJcKeqIeI6ahmq7YxQzqjHCBSJwNiu4%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057642323&sdata=AtIxmht0TLe2J5XA1GGFLzehj5TOb0j7cqo5enPK7K8%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..Z8dtQvTIuXqlFilzAZiIWqnBnn_e71o6ig0cCUHuGNc%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057652279&sdata=nzCx8XDQVOMF2FnN4i54jDmbED%2FczoidxWHbI28U0sg%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..n1YzVqeX0N1SxX2RRfBzkTSpZEePv1RTEPUtCG1Gic8%2Fbr%2F78450129577-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057652279&sdata=c24nBiH03J5ivQuEC1Fc2s8ssTAjcdwvWn4uM2NIHuE%3D&reserved=0





AmeriCorps program that addresses a critical community need caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Organizations interested in applying for
this planning grant should respond to the notice of funding by Thursday, June 18 at 5 pm (ET).
As the lead agency for volunteerism and service, Volunteer Florida is working to support voluntary organizations across the state and nation by
sharing resources, surveying needs and requesting that continuity of operations plans be created to avoid any service delivery disruption.
Find more information on Volunteer Florida’s response to COVID-19 here. 
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From: Burger, Ron
To: Arrindell, Aja L; Blanton, Mike; Burger, Ron; Ana CAPT Chachian; Churchwell, George M.; Civil, Rochelle A;


Courson, Sandi C; Cowart, Jeffrey; Crowe, Susanne R.; Shropshire, Dana; Davis, Terri C; Troy Eastman; Elias,
Brad MD; Foster, Tricia; Benjamin Franco; Gibbs, Winston E; Goethe, Andy; Golden, Percy; Hatchett, Sean;
hemmingway, Tammy; Kavanagh, Kathleen; Kernohan, Brian; King, Chris; Lee, Philip A.; Lesniak, Michael;
Mason, Christopher; Mitchell, Halle M; Neilson, Chad; Nowroozi, Ali; Powers, Kyle SSG; Eric Pulwicz; Restivo,
Paul; Ritchie, Mary H.; Rogers, Wille (Fred); Rolle, Pauline J; Chris Russell; Samples, Rick; Santiago, Angel;
Shawn Hall; Silverstein, Alexander; Smith, Todd; Turner, Scott M; Vaughn, Nick; Veres, Danie; Ward, Richard E;
Waters, Scott; Watford, James; Wedekind, Kirby; Witosinska, Monika I; Woodard, Steven; Belias@coj.net; Bari,
Chowdhury F; billyg@coj.net; rziriak@coj.net; Squires, David; Jeanne Eckes-Roper; Epstein, Samantha


Cc: Woodlief, Douglas; Johnson, Victor
Subject: BioWatch and the 2020 RNC JAX
Date: Friday, July 17, 2020 11:58:04 AM


Greetings, Jacksonville BioWatch Advisory Committee members, I am sure by now you are
aware that the largest portion of the 2020 Republican National Convention will be here August
24-27!


Please let me know if you have any questions and thanks so much for your support for our
Jacksonville BioWatch Program.


Keep safe and COVID free, warm regards, Ron


Ronald C. Burger 
Support Contractor
BioWatch Jurisdictional Coordinator
Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction
US Department of Homeland Security
Office:  Florida Department of Health
4052 Bald Cypress Way
Tallahassee, FL 32399
Office:  850-617-1504
Mobile:  850-728-3304
















From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: DL CHD16 COVID19 IMT Command Team
Subject: Fwd: Daily Summary Report , Wednesday, June 3
Date: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 8:00:52 PM
Attachments: EO 20-139.pdf


6.3.2020 Gov Presentation.pdf
ESF8 Call Notes - 06.03.20.pdf
Merlin Contact Guidance 2020-06-02.pdf


Pauline J. Rolle, MD, MPH, CPH
Interim Health Officer
Medical Executive Director
DOH-Duval


Get Outlook for Android


From: County Health Systems <CountyHealthSystems@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 6:23:27 PM
To: Allbritton, Kimberly <Kimberly.Allbritton@flhealth.gov>; Allicock, Dawn
<Dawn.Allicock@flhealth.gov>; Alonso, Alina M <Alina.Alonso@flhealth.gov>; Bencie, Jennifer L
<Jennifer.Bencie@flhealth.gov>; Blackburn, Claudia P <Claudia.Blackburn@flhealth.gov>; Boswell,
Patricia <Patricia.Boswell@flhealth.gov>; Bryant, Rachel W <Rachel.Bryant@flhealth.gov>; Burns,
Mary K <Mary.Burns@flhealth.gov>; Chapman, Karen A <Karen.Chapman@flhealth.gov>; Choe,
Ulyee <Ulyee.Choe@flhealth.gov>; Ciereck, Christina M. <Christina.Ciereck@flhealth.gov>; Collins,
Tiffany L <Tiffany.Collins@flhealth.gov>; Cooksey, Adrian <Adrian.Cooksey2@flhealth.gov>; Eadie,
Bob <Bob.Eadie@flhealth.gov>; Garcia, Mary L <Mary.Garcia2@flhealth.gov>; Hawker, Miranda C
<Miranda.Hawker@flhealth.gov>; Henry, Charles H <Charles.Henry@flhealth.gov>; Hess, Erin E
<Erin.Hess@flhealth.gov>; Hinds, Sarah JQ <Sarah.Hinds@flhealth.gov>; Hollingsworth, Colleen M
<Colleen.Hollingsworth@flhealth.gov>; Holt, Douglas A. (Doug) <Douglas.Holt@flhealth.gov>; Holt,
Holly <Holly.Holt@flhealth.gov>; Huffman, Heather E <Heather.Huffman@flhealth.gov>; Jackson, Joy
L <Joy.Jackson@flhealth.gov>; Johns, Amie G <Amie.Johns@flhealth.gov>; Johnson, Karen S
(HolmesCHD) <Karen.Johnson3@flhealth.gov>; Juarez, Padraic R <Padraic.Juarez@flhealth.gov>;
Keyes, Becky (County Health Systems) <Becky.Keyes2@flhealth.gov>; Kissler, Aaron X
<Aaron.Kissler@flhealth.gov>; Lander, Mark S <Mark.Lander@flhealth.gov>; Lanza, John J
<JohnJ.Lanza@flhealth.gov>; Locke, Barbara L <Barbara.Locke@flhealth.gov>; Martin, Sandy K
<Sandy.Martin@flhealth.gov>; McCluskey, Vianca <Vianca.McCluskey@flhealth.gov>; Moffses,
Thomas P <Thomas.Moffses@flhealth.gov>; Myers, Paul D <Paul.Myers@flhealth.gov>; Napier, Mike
J. <Mike.Napier@flhealth.gov>; Napier, Robin <Robin.Napier@flhealth.gov>; Ngo-Seidel, Eugenia J
<Eugenia.Ngo-Seidel@flhealth.gov>; Park-O'Hara, Sandra L <Sandra.Park@flhealth.gov>; Paterniti,
Beth A <Beth.Paterniti@flhealth.gov>; Pepe, Joseph D <Joseph.Pepe@flhealth.gov>; Perry, Lil S
<Lilann.Perry@flhealth.gov>; Pino, Raul <Raul.Pino@flhealth.gov>; Rolle, Pauline J
<Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>; Rubio, Tito G. <Tito.Rubio@flhealth.gov>; Rudd, Zo
<Zo.Rudd@flhealth.gov>; Rutledge, Laura X <Laura.Rutledge@flhealth.gov>; Sentman, Michael L
<Michael.Sentman@flhealth.gov>; Sheats, Claire M <Claire.Sheats@flhealth.gov>; Shipley, Valerie D
<Valerie.Shipley@flhealth.gov>; Smith, Angela M <Angela.Smith2@flhealth.gov>; Smith, Kathy J
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FLORIDA’S PLAN AGAINST COVID-19



1. Protect the Vulnerable



2. Increase Testing



3. Promote Social Distancing



4. Support Hospitals and Protect Health Care Workers



5. Prevent Introduction from Outside of the State











Understanding 



which groups are 



most at risk to 



COVID-19











COVID-Related 



Fatalities Ages 0-18: 



ZERO











85% of All COVID-



Related Fatalities 



Have Occurred in 



Age Group 65+











More COVID-



Related Fatalities 



Over Age 90 Than 



Under Age 65











ACTIONS TO PROTECT THE VULNERABLE



Required comprehensive visitor, staff and vendor screening.



▪ Provided long-term care facilities guidance on restricting and 



screening visitors in early March.



▪ Issued an Emergency Order on March 11, requiring comprehensive 



screenings of both staff and visitors at long-term care facilities –



formalized many precautions AHCA already asked residential providers 



to take.











PROTECT THE VULNERABLE (continued)



▪ Mandated face masks be worn by all staff and visitors in facilities on 



March 18. 



▪ Imposed statewide visitor restriction at all long-term care facilities –



issued Emergency Order on March 15.



▪ Prohibited hospitals from discharging COVID-positive residents back to a 



long-term care facility.



▪ Established five COVID-dedicated nursing homes across the state.











COVID-Dedicated Nursing Facilities



Walton



Holmes



Wakulla



MadisonLeon



Gadsden



Jackson



Bay



Liberty



Gulf Franklin



Taylor



Lafayette



Hamilton



Baker



Nassau



Duval



Flagler



Putnam



Clay



Dixie Alachua



Levy



Marion



Volusia



Citrus Lake



Orange



Seminole



Osceola



Polk



Pasco



Manatee
Hardee



Highlands



St. Lucie



Sarasota
De Soto



Charlotte
Glades



Martin



Lee
Hendry



Palm Beach



Collier



Broward



Dade



Hernando



Region 4



Region 2



Region 1



Region 5



Region 3



Region 7



Region 11



Region 9



Region 10



Region 6



Region 8



Duval:  Dolphin Pointe



146 Beds



Escambia:  De Luna Health & 



Rehab Center



47 Beds



Charlotte: Port Charlotte 



Rehabilitation Center



39 Beds



Polk: Consulate/Oakbridge Building



120 Beds



The facilities listed have executed agreements for COVID-dedicated buildings and/or wings.



Broward: NSPIRE Healthcare 



Lauderhill



60 Beds











PROTECT THE VULNERABLE (continued)



Long-Term Care (LTC) Facility Monitoring & On-Site Visits 



▪ RAPID EMERGENCY SUPPORT TEAMS (REST):



Deployed to over 581 facilities to assist with infection prevention and control



▪ VETERAN ADMINISTRATION (VA) TEAMS:



Assisted at 49 long-term care facilities serving 5,761 patients



▪ AHCA INSPECTIONS: 



Nearly 1,500 onsite visits and more than 17,000 calls to residential providers



▪ AMBULANCE ASSESSMENT TEAMS:



Visited over 3,900 facilities to complete needs assessments 











PROTECT THE VULNERABLE (continued)



Personal Protective Equipment Distribution



▪ To date, DEM has delivered:



▪ More than 10 million masks



▪ 1 million gloves



▪ More than 500,000 face shields 



▪ 160,000 gowns











TESTING











1 MILLION+ PEOPLE TESTED IN FL



Florida has tested 1,050,671 people,



which is 1 for every 20 people. 



% of tests that come back positive for new cases in 



the last two weeks has ranged between 0.62% and 



5.69%.



In Florida, 94% to 99% of people who are tested are 



coming back negative.











PROACTIVE TESTING IN LONG-TERM 
CARE FACILITIES



Florida National Guard (FLNG) and Florida Department of Health (DOH) 



Teams have tested more than 106,000 residents and staff in 1,415 facilities.



Mobile Testing Lab deployed to further assist the state’s proactive testing 



efforts; the lab can support up to 500 tests per day with a 45-minute 



turnaround.



▪ Began conducting testing the first week of May in Miami-Dade County 



and has tested more than 3,900 long-term care staff and residents to 



date.











WALK-UP TESTING SITES HELP ENSURE 



ACCESS IN UNDERSERVED AREAS



More than 44,629 tests have been conducted to-date at our 



17 state-supported walk-up sites:



▪ Miramar, Broward County



▪ Mitchell Moore Park, Broward County



▪ North Lauderdale, Broward County



▪ Urban League, Broward County



▪ Legends Center, Duval County



▪ Lee Davis Community Resource Center, 



Hillsborough County



▪ SouthShore Community Resource Center, 



Hillsborough County



▪ FAMU Bragg Memorial Football Stadium, Leon 



County



▪ Holy Family Catholic Church, Dade County



▪ Opa-Locka, Dade County



▪ Lakeside Hospital, Palm Beach County



▪ Orange County (mobile testing unit rotates every day to new site):



▪ Jay Blanchard Park



▪ South Econ Community Park



▪ Camping World Stadium



▪ Barnett Park



▪ West Orange Park



▪ Legacy Middle School, Orange County



▪ Lakemont Elementary School, Orange County



▪ Robert L. Taylor Community Center, Sarasota County



▪ Florida Atlantic University, Palm Beach County 



▪ Lincoln Park, Manatee County











DRIVE-THRU TESTING SITES



Drive-thru sites have the capacity for 400-750 tests per day 



and have performed over 203,000 tests to-date across our 15 



state-supported sites:



▪ Miami Hard Rock Stadium, Dade County



▪ Marlins Stadium, Dade County



▪ Miami Beach Convention Center, Dade County



▪ CB Smith Park, Broward County



▪ War Memorial, Broward County



▪ FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches, Palm Beach 



County



▪ South County Civic Center Delray Beach, Palm Beach 



County



▪ Raymond James Stadium, Hillsborough County



▪ Sarasota University Town Center Mall, Sarasota County 



▪ CenturyLink Sports Complex, Lee County



▪ TIAA Bank Stadium Lot J, Duval County



▪ Orange County Convention Center, Orange County



▪ University of West Florida Softball Complex, Escambia 



County 



▪ Eastern Florida State College, Brevard County



▪ University High School, Volusia County











ANTIBODY (SEROLOGY) TESTING FOR 
FIRST RESPONDERS



The state has also deployed antibody testing for first responders to five 



drive-thru sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval 



counties.



The sites with antibody tests include:



▪ FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches



▪ Hard Rock Stadium



▪ Miami Beach Convention Center



▪ Orange County Convention Center 



▪ TIAA Bank Field Lot J











STORE TESTING SITES
Florida is partnering with The Home Depot and Publix to establish six additional 



COVID-19 testing sites capable of 100 tests per day. 



Publix: 



Publix at Port Charlotte Crossing 



4265 Tamiami Trail



Port Charlotte, FL 33980



Publix at Coral Ridge



11600 W. Sample Road



Coral Springs, FL 33065



Publix at Saxon Crossings 



2100 Saxon Blvd



Deltona, FL 32725



The Home Depot: 



9820 Glades Rd



Boca Raton, FL 33434



Additional Sites Coming Soon











STATEWIDE COVID POSITIVE ICU HOSPITALIZATIONS
April 12 vs. June 2



Hospitalization data as reported by facilities to AHCA Emergency Status System (ESS).
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STATEWIDE COVID POSITIVE ON VENTILATORS
April 12 vs. June 2



65%



Ventilator data as reported by facilities to AHCA Emergency Status System (ESS).
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ORIGINAL PHASE 1 COUNTIES



Included 64 counties with a total population 



of approximately 15 million. 



If those counties were a state, it would be the 



5th largest state in the nation.











Hospitalization data as reported by facilities to AHCA Emergency Status System (ESS).



“Original Phase 1 Counties" includes all Florida counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties.



45%
358



196



100



150



200



250



300



350



400



12-Apr 2-Jun



ORIGINAL PHASE 1 COUNTIES COVID POSITIVE ICU 



HOSPITALIZATIONS
April 12 vs. June 2











ORIGINAL PHASE 1 COUNTIES COVID POSITIVE ON VENTILATORS
April 9 vs. June 2



70%



Ventilator data as reported by facilities to AHCA Emergency Status System (ESS).



“Original Phase 1 Counties" includes all Florida counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties.
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COVID CASES
June 2, 2020



Florida case number data from FL DOH, other state cases number data from covidtracking.com, population data from US Census 



Bureau. Phase 1 (Excludes Broward, Miami-Dade, Palm Beach)
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COVID FATALITIES
June 2, 2020



Population data from US Census Bureau. Florida Phase 1 Cases & Fatality data from FL DOH. State Fatalities data from 



worldometers.info. State COVID Cases data from covidtracking.com. Phase 1 (Excludes Broward, Miami-Dade, Palm Beach)
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60-Day Total People Tested and New Cases, Original Phase 1 



Counties
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“Phase 1 Counties” includes all Florida Counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties. 
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“Phase 1 Counties” includes all Florida Counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties. 











60-Day Total Tests, Original Phase 1 Counties



“Phase 1 Counties” includes all Florida Counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties. 
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60-Day New Case Positivity Rate, Original Phase 1 



Counties



“Phase 1 Counties” includes all Florida Counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties. 
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60-Day COVID-Like Illness Visits, Original Phase 1 



Counties



“Phase 1 Counties” includes all Florida Counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties. 
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60-Day Influenza-Like Illness Visits, Original Phase 1 



Counties



“Phase 1 Counties” includes all Florida Counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties. 
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60-Day Cough-Associated Admissions, Original Phase 1 



Counties



“Phase 1 Counties” includes all Florida Counties except Broward, Miami-Dade, and Palm Beach Counties. 
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Effective May 18, 2020, all Florida counties 



entered Full Phase 1 of the Safe. Smart. 



Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery.



FULL PHASE 1











FULL PHASE 1 SUMMARY



Restaurants may operate at full capacity outside with appropriate social 



distancing. Indoor seating is allowed at 50 percent seating capacity. 



Retail businesses may operate at 50 percent capacity with appropriate 



social distancing.



Gyms may operate at 50 percent building capacity with frequent 



sanitization. 



Museums and libraries may operate at 50 percent building capacity if 



permitted by local governments. 



Professional sports venues may open and operate for games, events, 



competitions and training.











FULL PHASE 1 SUMMARY



Amusement parks may submit re-opening plans with county 



approval to the State for consideration.



Barber shops, hair salons and nail salons may continue



operating while adhering to social distancing and sanitization 



protocols.



Hospitals may conduct elective surgeries provided they have 



adequate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and abide by 



safety protocols. 



Hospitals are required to test all individuals discharged to long-



term care facilities for COVID-19.











FULL PHASE 1 SUMMARY
Long-term care facilities are required to transfer COVID-19 



positive residents if the facility is not equipped for appropriate 



care.



Counties may seek approval to operate vacation rentals by 



submitting a written request and county vacation rental safety 



plan to the Florida Department of Business and Professional 



Regulation (DBPR). 



Organized youth activities may operate, including youth sports 



teams and leagues, youth clubs and programs and childcare. 



Summer camps and youth recreation camps may also operate.

















PHASE 2
Phase 2 applies to all counties in Florida except Miami-Dade, 



Broward and Palm Beach.



Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach may seek approval to 



enter Phase 2 with a written request from the County Mayor 



or County Administrator if there is no County Mayor.











PHASE 2: Restaurants, Bars, Pubs



▪ Restaurants may allow bar-top seating with appropriate 



social distancing.



▪ Bars and pubs may operate at 50 percent capacity inside 



and full capacity outside with appropriate social distancing. 



Patrons may only receive service if seated.











PHASE 2: Retail



▪Retail establishments may operate at full 



capacity with responsible social distancing 



and sanitization protocols. 











PHASE 2: Gyms



▪ Gyms may operate at full capacity with 



appropriate social distancing and frequent 



sanitization.











▪ Entertainment businesses, including but not 



limited to movie theaters, concert houses, 



auditoriums, playhouses, bowling alleys and 



arcades, may operate at 50 percent capacity with 



appropriate social distancing and sanitization 



protocols.



PHASE 2: Entertainment Businesses











PHASE 2: Pari-Mutuel Facilities



▪ Pari-mutuel facilities may submit a request to open to 



the Department of Business and Professional Regulation. 



▪ The request must include an endorsement from their 



county mayor or county administrator if there is no 



mayor.











PHASE 2: Personal Services 



Businesses



▪ Personal services businesses, including but not limited to 



tattoo parlors, acupuncture establishments, tanning salons 



and massage establishments may operate while adhering 



to guidance from the Florida Department of Health.











PHASE 2: Guidance
▪ Individuals over 65 or with underlying medical conditions are 



strongly encouraged to avoid crowds and take measures to limit 



the risk of exposure to COVID-19.



▪ All individuals that work in long-term care facilities should be tested 



for COVID-19 on a routine basis.



▪ All persons in Florida are encouraged to avoid congregating in 



groups larger than 50.











TASKFORCE TO RE-OPEN UNIVERSITY 



CAMPUSES



Florida’s state universities developed a task force to 



create a framework to re-open Florida’s campuses in 



the fall and universities will present their plans on 



June 23, 2020. 











T H A N K  Y O U












<Kathy.Smith@flhealth.gov>; Smith, Rita M <Rita.Smith@flhealth.gov>; Snyder, Robert E
<Robert.Snyder@flhealth.gov>; Speedling, Sandon S. <Sandon.Speedling@flhealth.gov>; Sperber,
Clint J. <Clint.Sperber@flhealth.gov>; Stahl, Maria A <Maria.Stahl@flhealth.gov>; Thaqi, Paula M
<Paula.Thaqi@flhealth.gov>; Vick, Stephanie <Stephanie.Vick@flhealth.gov>; Villalta, Yesenia D
<Yesenia.Villalta@flhealth.gov>; Waldron, Kerry S <Kerry.Waldron@flhealth.gov>; Walsh, Donna
<Donna.Walsh@flhealth.gov>; Wegener-Vitani, Carol Ann <Carol.Wegener-Vitani@flhealth.gov>;
Zelnick, Sanford D <Sanford.Zelnick@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Blackmore, Carina <Carina.Blackmore@flhealth.gov>; Otis, Aaron <Aaron.Otis@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Daily Summary Report , Wednesday, June 3
 
 
The daily summary report of notes from ESF-8 conference calls is attached. Please
share as you deem appropriate. These are being stored on the SharePoint and can
be found here Daily Summary ESF-8 Calls.
 
The contact tracer hiring template will be provided shortly. 
 
Additional attachments:


Governor’s EO 20-139 (Phase 2 Recovery Plan)
Governor’s Press Conference Presentation 06/03/20 (Phase 2 overview starting on
page 37)
Merlin Contact Guidance 2020-06-02


 
 
Thank you,
 
Claire Sheats
Government Analyst
County Health Systems
Florida Department of Health
Office: (850) 245-4243
 
 
 
 
 



https://floridahealth.sharepoint.com/sites/COUNTYHEALTHSYSTEMS/CHDLeadership/SitePages/Home.aspx?RootFolder=%2Fsites%2FCOUNTYHEALTHSYSTEMS%2FCHDLeadership%2FShared%20Documents%2FCOVID%2D19%20INFO%20%2D%20PROGRAMMATIC%20GUIDANCE%2FDaily%20Summary%20ESF%2D8%20Calls&FolderCTID=0x0120000B28AEBDD6B5384D8E4D0A3430ACDEC2&View=%7B6906B6BD%2DF2C8%2D47CD%2DBDB5%2D655307F12C24%7D






From: Moscoso, Alberto
To: Epstein, Samantha; Levine, Nina R
Cc: Rolle, Pauline J; Nichols, Antonio C
Subject: RE: Media Strategy: RNC in Jacksonville
Date: Monday, June 15, 2020 9:50:40 AM
Attachments: image001.png


Thank you.  We are working on this.
 


From: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2020 9:32 AM
To: Levine, Nina R <Nina.Levine@flhealth.gov>; Moscoso, Alberto <Alberto.Moscoso@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>; Nichols, Antonio C <Antonio.Nichols@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Media Strategy: RNC in Jacksonville
 
Good Morning, Alberto and Nina,
 
I am getting many media inquiries about COVID and the Republic National Convention being held
here in Jacksonville. I just wanted to bring this to your attention in case you had a particular media
strategy in mind. Please let me know.
 


 



mailto:Alberto.Moscoso@flhealth.gov

mailto:Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov

mailto:Nina.Levine@flhealth.gov
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.23.20 — Burnin’ today: Fried, Trump, DeSantis,


Wallace, Curry, Campbell
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 4:40:20 AM


If there is any doubt about why I wrote this:


"Nikki Fried sends horrible message on domestic abuse,"


... it's because of what can be heard on the 9-1-1 audio, acquired by the
Miami Herald on Monday, an incident between Fried and her fiancee,
Jake Bergmann.



mailto:peterschorsch@floridapolitics.com

mailto:pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-j/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-t/





In her recent altercation with fiancee Jake Bergmann, Nikki Fried is not offering a
good look.


" ... the guy he pushed this girl into the street. And then he hit her
again."


  


—@RealDonaldTrump: Unlike the radical left, I will ALWAYS stand
against socialism and with the people of Venezuela. My Admin has
always stood on the side of FREEDOM and LIBERTY and against the
oppressive [Nicolás] Maduro regime! I would only meet with Maduro to
discuss one thing: a peaceful exit from power!


—@KFile: Since Parscale sent his Death Star tweet it appears Biden’s
lead has grown by around 4 points in the average.


—@RepTedDeutch: Social distancing & mask-wearing shouldn’t be
partisan or political. Thanks @SenRickScott for saying this. Florida
needs a unified public health message to combat the spread of COVID-
19.


Tweet, tweet:


Situational awareness



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-i/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-d/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-d/





—@Yashar: Not trying to sound like a jerk but none of the examples
you all are giving are what I'm talking about. I'm referring to stories by
news organizations like the Tampa Bay Times, Miami Herald etc.
tweets from non-reporters and a blog called Florida Politics aren't
reputable


—@JoseJavierJJR: Farmworkers are essential workers, at risk on the
front lines feeding our families. Florida's leaders should at least
recognize their important role in Florida's economy and health. An
apology is needed and, more importantly, so are work safety
protections.


—@KatieCOBrien: I’ve noticed men who wear masks, their penises
look bigger. I think the science is new, but wanted to pass it along.


Tweet, tweet:



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-h/





  


NBA training camp — 7; “The Outpost” with Orlando Bloom and Scott
Eastwood premieres — 10; NBA teams travel to Orlando — 14; Major
League Soccer will return to action — 15; Disney World Magic Kingdom
& Animal Kingdom to reopen — 18; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood
Studios to reopen — 22; Federal taxes due — 22; “Mulan” premieres —
31; TED conference rescheduled — 32; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet”
premieres — 38; NBA season restart in Orlando — 38; Democratic
National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 55; Florida primaries for
2020 state legislative/congressional races — 56; NBA draft lottery —
61; Indy 500 rescheduled — 61; Republican National Convention
begins in Charlotte — 63; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 66; U.S.
Open begins — 69; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 73;
Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 75; Rescheduled date
for French Open — 97; First presidential debate in Indiana — 101;
"Wonder Woman" premieres — 101; Preakness Stakes rescheduled —
102; First vice presidential debate at the University of Utah — 109; NBA
season ends (last possible date) — 111; Second presidential debate
scheduled at the University of Michigan — 114; NBA draft — 114; Wes
Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 115; NBA free agency


Days until



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-k/





— 117; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 123; 2020 General
Election — 133; “Black Widow” premieres — 137; NBA 2020-21 training
camp — 140; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 147; “No Time to
Die” premieres — 154; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 161; “Top Gun:
Maverick” premieres — 203; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 229; New
start date for 2021 Olympics — 395; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 404;
“Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres — 500; “Thor: Love
and Thunder” premieres — 598; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness” premieres — 640; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 682;
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 836.


  


“Florida marks 100,000th coronavirus infection” via Tamara Lush
and Mike Schneider of The Associated Press — More than 100,000
people in Florida have been diagnosed with the coronavirus, state
health officials reported, as public health officials reissued advisories
urging social distancing and mask wearing. Some businesses have
begun reevaluating their decisions to reopen amid the spike in cases


Corona Florida



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-u/
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reported by the state health department on its website. More than 3,100
people in Florida have died from COVID-19. Ron DeSantis has
ordered the Health Department to reissue advisories urging Floridians
to consider wearing masks to help keep the virus from spreading and to
refrain from attending gatherings of more than 50 people.


SeaWorld and Universal Orlando reopened earlier June 2020, while Disney plans
to reopen in phases starting July 11. Image via AP.


“Florida hits 100,000 mark as state confirms another 2,926 daily
coronavirus cases” via Michelle Marchante of the Miami Herald —
Florida’s Department of Health reported 2,926 new infections of
COVID-19, bringing the state’s total to 100,217 confirmed cases. There
were also 12 new deaths announced, raising the statewide toll to 3,173.
An analysis of public and nonpublic COVID-19 data found that through
June 3, new cases in Florida had consistently been trending up since
mid-May and the trends could not be attributed solely to increases in
testing. And as bars, gyms, vacation rentals and movie theaters
reopened at partial capacity in all but three South Florida counties, the
number and rate of new COVID-19 cases were rising statewide.


“Senate Democrats ask Ron DeSantis to apologize after blaming
COVID-19 spike on minority farmworkers” via Jason Delgado of
Florida Politics — Senate Democrats called on DeSantis to issue an
apology for his latest comments alleging that Hispanic farmworkers are
to blame for the rise of COVID-19 cases in Florida. Last week during a
news conference, DeSantis said the source of many of the new COVID-
19 cases was from “overwhelmingly Hispanic farmworkers and day
laborers.” Senate Democrats chastised the Governor’s remarks in a
collective letter addressed to him. The letter went on to ask DeSantis
for a public apology to Florida’s Hispanic community.
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“The surge in Florida coronavirus cases wasn’t caused just by an
increase in testing” via David Fleshler and Aric Chokey of the South
Florida Sun-Sentinel — As Florida posted one record-breaking
coronavirus total after another, many suggested the huge counts simply
reflected increased testing. DeSantis blamed more widespread testing
for much of the jump last week, as test kits became more widely
available and restrictions on who could be tested were loosened. Many
commenters on social media invoked the higher test counts to dismiss
media reports of record-breaking COVID-19 numbers. While deaths
have dropped, experts say it’s highly misleading to invoke the increased
number of tests to explain the higher number of cases.


“Florida’s Surgeon General quietly advises everyone to wear
masks in public spaces” via Mary Ellen Klas of the Miami Herald —
As Florida’s positive COVID-19 cases soared to a one-day record,
Surgeon General Scott Rivkees quietly issued a public health advisory
recommending people wear face masks in public. “All individuals in
Florida should wear face coverings in any setting where social
distancing is not possible,’’ Rivkees wrote in a document date-stamped
Monday by the Department of Health, which was included in a news
release Saturday titled “an additional public health advisory.” The
advisory also recommends “all individuals should refrain from
participation in social or recreational gatherings of more than 50
people.”


“Coronavirus takes hold among immigrant workers; to priest, they
were always ignored” via John Pacenti of The Palm Beach Post — At
the start of the pandemic, Central American immigrants kept working
their “essential jobs.” They cooked your food. They delivered it. They
picked your vegetables. They mowed your yard. They maintained the
golf courses. Some drove Ubers; others cleaned toilets. And they got
sick with the coronavirus. The community is now DeSantis’ favorite
punching bag for making Florida a hotspot in the nation for the deadly
pathogen. DeSantis last week said clusters of “overwhelming Hispanic”
day laborers and agriculture workers were to blame for daily records of
cases being set in Florida though other groups, mainly young adults,
are also tipping points.


Tweet, tweet:
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“'We clearly haven't beat it': Florida politicians alarmed over
coronavirus spike” via Caitlin Oprysko of POLITICO — Florida
politicians signaled concern Monday morning over a dramatic uptick in
the state's coronavirus infection rate, urging residents, particularly
young people, to stay vigilant about social distancing as the state
prepares to host part of the Republican National Convention in two
months. “We are obviously extremely concerned,” Miami Mayor
Francis Suarez, a Republican, said of the spike. Calling mitigation
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measures like wearing a face covering and social distancing “pretty
basic,” Scott warned Floridians that the virus is “still deadly” and
reiterated that it was imperative to stay focused on the continued threat.


“Florida company caught not paying worker for time worked or
time on COVID-19 quarantine” via David J. Neal of the Miami Herald
— A Sanford maker of fishing lures got caught not paying an employee
money due under a pair of federal acts, the U.S. Department of Labor
announced. Labor’s Wage and Hour investigators found Producto Lure
didn’t pay an employee two weeks of emergency sick leave after a
doctor ordered the employee to self-quarantine for the coronavirus.
Producto owed that money under the Families First Coronavirus
Response Act, which applies to some public entities and private
employers with fewer than 500 people. Wage and Hour also found
Producto owed the worker for work done before the self-quarantine, a
basic violation of the Fair Labor Standards Act.


“‘They deserve to be put on blast’: Social media is policing COVID-
19 rule breakers” via Carlos Frías and David Smiley of the Miami
Herald — Social media has stepped in to police rule-breakers where
governments may lag behind, public floggings that have not gone
unnoticed. A new Instagram account, @covid_305, sprouted over the
weekend, posting videos of restaurants, bars and hotels that appear to
be ignoring the rules. Among the events shown was a party at the SLS
Hotel, with a full pool ringed with partygoers dancing shoulder to
shoulder. On Saturday, three Miami restaurants were shut down as part
of a crackdown after social media videos made the rounds.
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“Miami-Dade’s largest cities to require masks in public as COVID-
19 numbers spike” via Joey Flechas and Ana Claudia Chacin of the
Miami Herald — The mayors of seven Miami-Dade cities announced
new rules requiring people to wear face masks anywhere in public, a
response to rising numbers of COVID-19 infections and
hospitalizations, a measure they conceded will be tough to enforce. The
cities of Miami, Hialeah, Miami Gardens, North Miami Beach, Miami
Shores, Aventura, and Key Biscayne will require people to wear masks
at all times in public. The sudden announcement left some specific
details unexplained. Multiple mayors pleaded with the public to cover
their faces and practice social distancing.


Corona local
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City of Miami Mayor Francis Suarez speaks during a COVID-19 news conference
outside of Miami City Hall in Coconut Grove, Image via Miami Herald.


“Palm Beach County considers a mandatory COVID-19 cover-up ...
finally” via Frank Cerabino of The Palm Beach Post — Will Palm
Beach County embrace the mandatory wearing of masks? It might
finally happen when county commissioners, who have made the county
the South Florida oasis for mask-optional living, are set to discuss a
mask requirement. Palm Beach has been the only county in South
Florida that doesn’t require mask wearing for workers and customers in
stores and other public places. But that’s becoming a harder position to
maintain now that infection rates are climbing in the county and
elsewhere in Florida.


“FAU to require masks, saves 100 dorm rooms for sick students”
via Sonja Isger of The Palm Beach Post — Florida Atlantic University
leaders anticipate a fall term with nearly full dorms but a roster of
courses, most of which are delivered online. Their vision includes
campuses where students and staff are required to carry masks on
them at all times and wear them in close quarters. Their tentative
reopening plans also permit cafeteria-style dining, albeit with fewer
indoor seating options and many more outdoor ones. They limit events
to 50 people or fewer — except when it comes to athletics. And they
prescribe steps to test, rehouse and otherwise accommodate any
student who comes down with the scourge that made all these plans
necessary in the first place: COVID-19.


  


“66 Jacksonville firefighters self-quarantining due to exposure to
coronavirus” via The Florida Times-Union — The diagnosis that three
Jacksonville firefighters and one lifeguard tested positive for
coronavirus has sent 66 other city firefighters and 13 lifeguards into


More local
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self-quarantine. None apparently have been hospitalized, Jacksonville
Fire and Rescue Department officials said. Jacksonville Fire Chief
Keith Powers discussed the situation Monday during a news
conference led by Mayor Lenny Curry about the status of the
coronavirus pandemic in the city. Powers emphasized the number of
firefighters currently affected is fewer than the number of those self-
quarantining earlier in the pandemic when 77 Jacksonville firefighters
were self-isolating in mid-April after three tested positive for COVID-19.


“Before 20 Jacksonville inmates tested positive for COVID-19, a
doctor was the first to test positive” via Andrew Pantazi of The
Florida Times-Union — A doctor working in the Duval County jails was
the first to test positive for COVID-19, which led to at least 20 inmates
testing positive over the weekend, the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office
confirmed. Although the Sheriff’s Office has said it has been testing
inmates since March, when asked how many in total have been tested,
Undersheriff Pat Ivey said it was about 100. “In regards to the total
number of tests: Probably just over 100,” Ivey said. He noted there was
a current jail population of 2,706, which is split among the Pre-Trial
Detention Facility, the Montgomery Correctional Center and the
Jacksonville Re-Entry Center.


“Conservatives file lawsuit challenging Jerry Demings’ face mask
order” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Three Central Florida
conservative Republicans, Rep. Anthony Sabatini, John Stemberger,
and Charles Hart, filed a lawsuit Monday morning challenging Orange
County Mayor Demings‘ executive order that everyone wear face
masks in public. In a phone interview, Hart, a lawyer, called the order
“massive government overreach” and contended it was a violation of
the right to free speech. Stemberger, counsel in the suit, charged that
Demings order is not clear, and, among others, leaves church pastors
wondering if they, too, must wear masks while preaching.
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John Stemberger addressees media about a lawsuit challenging Orange County's
mask order


“Orlando Pride withdraws from NWSL Challenge Cup due to
COVID-19 cases” via Julia Poe and Iliana Limón Romero of the
Orlando Sentinel — The Orlando Pride will not participate in the NWSL
Challenge Cup after six players and four staff members tested positive
for COVID-19 Monday morning. The Pride had to quarantine such a
large group of athletes and staff that they could not field a team to
compete in the NWSL tournament. All of the individuals who tested
positive were asymptomatic. The Pride were previously set to depart
Wednesday for Utah to face off against the Chicago Red Stars
Saturday in the opening day of the tournament.


“Disney World workers start petition urging theme park to delay
reopening” via Caroline Glenn of the Orlando Sentinel — Some Disney
World workers are pleading with theme park executives to reconsider
plans to reopen in July, following days of record-number cases of
COVID-19 infections that have pushed the statewide total past 100,000.
Reopening would mean bringing back tens of thousands of workers
who were furloughed April 19 and since then have struggled to navigate
Florida’s broken unemployment system. Still, workers who signed the
petition said it’s too soon to welcome back guests. But with Disney set
to start its phased-in reopening in just a few weeks, nearly four months
after it voluntarily shut down March 16, it’s unclear if executives will be
swayed by the plea.


“Pasco schools superintendent Kurt Browning tests positive for
COVID-19” via Jeffrey S. Solochek of the Tampa Bay Times —
Browning announced through his office that he was diagnosed as
having the coronavirus. Browning experienced symptoms on Friday,
including fever, chills and general achiness, and decided to get tested,
district spokesman Steve Hegarty said. “He’s resting at home,” Hegarty
said. “He is at home in isolation.” Deputy superintendent Ray Gadd is
running the district in Browning’s absence. Browning had been going
into his office regularly to conduct district business. However, Hegarty
said, most of his interactions were held at a distance and in small
numbers.


“Pensacola Mayor urges residents to wear masks in public, but no
plans to make it mandatory” via Jim Little of the Pensacola News
Journal — As Florida topped 100,000 positive COVID-19 cases and
Escambia County topped 1,200 positive cases, state health officials
issued a public health advisory over the weekend calling on everyone to
wear a mask in public. Pensacola Mayor Grover Robinson echoed the
health department's advisory at his Monday morning news conference
calling on everyone in the city to wear masks in public. Robinson said
he has personally seen a decline in the number of people wearing
masks in public when he's gone out to places like the grocery store or
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Joe Patti's Seafood. He stopped short, however, of saying he would
issue an emergency order to require masks to be worn in public indoor
spaces.


“Some Sarasota-Manatee restaurants close temporarily amid
COVID-19” via Jimmy Geurts of the Sarasota Herald-Tribune — As new
COVID-19 cases continue to rise in Florida and Sarasota-Manatee,
more local restaurants have chosen to close their doors for the time
being. Anna Maria Island Beach Cafe announced it would immediately
close until further notice due to a staff member testing positive for
COVID-19. Japanese-Thai fusion restaurant Pacific Rim announced
that it would close temporarily due to “an infectious person” recently
visiting the establishment. While the Florida Department of Health in
Sarasota County reports other issues including food service workers
testing positive for hepatitis A, it will not provide names of restaurants
where COVID-19-positive employees have been identified.


  


“U.S. preps for ‘tremendous burden’ of flu, COVID-19 hit at once”
via Anna Edney of Bloomberg — U.S. health agencies are preparing for
a flu season that will be complicated by the coronavirus pandemic,
which they don’t expect to be mitigated by a vaccine anytime soon.
COVID-19 activity is expected to “continue for some time” and “could
place a tremendous burden” on an already stretched health care
system if coupled with the influenza season that comes each fall, top
officials including Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, will tell House lawmakers, according to
prepared testimony. The CDC developed a test that can check for both
viruses at the same time and requested emergency authorization from
the FDA last week.


Corona nation
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The U.S. is bracing for a double whammy — COVID-19 and flu season. Image via
Bloomberg.


“Anthony Fauci pushes back at critics over his pessimism about
NFL season” via John Lauerman of Bloomberg — Fauci, the top U.S.
infectious disease specialist, said he’s been mistakenly painted as an
obstacle to the National Football League’s upcoming season and only
gave its officials advice after they requested it. The director of the
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases said he was
consulted by the NFL as it searches for a way to preserve the safety of
players and the public during the pandemic. Fauci told CNN last week
that the league’s season may not be played if there’s a resurgence in
cases, unless players are essentially kept in a “bubble” isolating them
from others and tested almost every day.


“An easier-to-administer treatment moves to human trials.” via The
New York Times — Gilead Sciences, an American biopharmaceutical
company, will soon start trials of an inhalable version of remdesivir, an
antiviral drug that has shown some preliminary promise as a virus
treatment. Currently, remdesivir is given intravenously, which restricts
its use to hospitals. Remdesivir, which interferes with virus replication,
is the first drug to show effectiveness against the coronavirus in human
trials. The drug has not yet been approved, and its safety and efficacy
are currently being investigated in several clinical trials.


“Emergency rooms see fewer heart attacks, strokes in pandemic”
via Ayshatu Diallo of Bloomberg — Emergency-room visits by people
suffering heart attacks or strokes have fallen during the COVID-19
pandemic. In the early stages of the coronavirus’s spread in the U.S.,
federal regulators recommended that health care systems prioritize
urgent visits and delay optional care. Many people experiencing



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-ju/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-tl/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-tl/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-tr/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-ty/





symptoms not related to the virus have stayed away from hospitals as a
result. Between March 15 and May 23, hospital visits related to heart
attacks declined 23%, while visits related to stroke fell 20% and visits
for high blood sugar decreased 10%.


“U.S. rejects additional flights sought by Chinese airlines” via Ryan
Beene of Bloomberg — U.S. officials rejected additional flights
proposed by Chinese airlines but said they would reconsider if the
Beijing government adjusts its policies affecting American passenger
carriers. In a statement, the Transportation Department said it
disapproved of service schedules submitted by four China-based
carriers that currently are allowed to make four combined flights to the
U.S. each week, plus additional proposals submitted by three other
Chinese carriers. Shares of three China-based airlines fell in Hong
Kong trading. American officials have relayed to their counterparts in
Beijing that the move is a “procedural matter only and that it should not
be viewed as an escalation on our part,” the Transportation Department
said.'


The U.S. is not allowing flights from China to enter the country.


“As movie theaters reopen, they’re tackling a role they never
expected to play: Psychologist” via Steven Zeitchik of The
Washington Post — All industries, of course, must figure out how to put
customers at ease during the pandemic. But movie theaters face a
distinct strain of the problem. More than airlines, retail and even
restaurants, movie theaters thrive on a sense of refuge, peddling the joy
of leaving reality at the door to plunge into imaginary new worlds. That’s
tough to do when employees are handing out masks, enforcing seat
distances and scanning for pallid complexions. They need to reassure
customers it’s safe to share a dark room with dozens of strangers but
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not freak them out with clinicalities.


  


“Vast federal aid has capped rise in poverty, studies find” via Jason
DeParle of The New York Times — An unprecedented expansion of
federal aid has prevented the rise in poverty that experts predicted this
year when the coronavirus sent unemployment to the highest level
since the Great Depression, two studies suggest. The assistance could
even cause official measures of poverty to fall. The studies carry
important caveats. Many Americans have suffered hunger or other
hardships amid long delays in receiving the assistance, and much of
the aid is scheduled to expire next month. Millions of people have been
excluded from receiving any help, especially undocumented migrants,
who often have American children.


“IRS expands criteria to withdraw money from retirement plans for
those affected by coronavirus” via Kelly Tyko of the USA Today —
More Americans are eligible to withdraw money from their retirement
plans if they have been affected by COVID-19, according to the IRS.
The Internal Revenue Service announced that it has expanded eligibility
to "take into account additional factors such as reductions in pay,
rescissions of job offers and delayed start dates." The act allows
investors of any age to withdraw as much as $100,000 from retirement
accounts including 401(k) plans and individual retirement accounts this
year without paying an early-withdrawal penalty of 10%.


More Americans can withdraw money from their retirement plans, the IRS
decides. Image via Getty.


“U.S. home-mortgage delinquencies reach highest level since


Corona economics
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2011” via John Gittelsohn of Bloomberg — U.S. home-mortgage
delinquencies climbed in May to the highest level since November 2011
as the pandemic’s toll on personal finances deepened. The number of
borrowers more than 30 days late swelled to 4.3 million, up 723,000
from the previous month, according to property information service
Black Knight Inc. More than 8% of all U.S. mortgages were past due or
in foreclosure. The increase in delinquencies was smaller than the 1.6
million jump in April when the economy ground to a halt nationwide.
The delinquency count includes homeowners who missed payments as
part of forbearance agreements, which allow an initial six-month
reprieve without penalty.


“Judge weighs battle over unemployment system” via Jim Saunders
of the News Service of Florida — After four hours of arguments, a Leon
County circuit judge will decide whether to move forward with a
potential class-action lawsuit stemming from massive problems in
Florida’s unemployment compensation system. Attorneys for the Florida
Department of Economic Opportunity and Deloitte Consulting, a
contractor that helped put the online system in place in 2013, argued
that Judge John Cooper should dismiss the lawsuit, which was filed
after a crush of coronavirus-caused unemployment claims
overwhelmed the system this spring. The lawsuit makes a series of
allegations, including negligence and breach of fiduciary duty. Cooper
last month rejected a preliminary injunction that plaintiffs sought to force
the Department of Economic Opportunity to “fix” the system.


“Florida banks skid to loss” via John Hielscher of the Sarasota
Herald-Tribune — The coronavirus pandemic took its toll on Florida’s
banking sector in the first three months of 2020. The state’s 102 banks
and thrifts posted a combined loss of $281 million in the first quarter,
the weakest performance since the Great Recession era, according to a
report last week from the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. That red ink
compares with profits of $560 million in fourth quarter 2019 and $467
million one year earlier, FDIC records show. Florida lenders set aside
$1.3 billion in reserves to cover future losses from loans to customers,
up sharply from just $162.3 million reserves a year ago.


  


“Carnival Cruise Line extends sailing suspension, won't resume
cruising until October” via Julia Thompson of the USA Today —
Carnival Cruise Line will extend its sailing suspension in North America
through the end of September, the cruise line announced. "During this
unprecedented pause in our business, we have continued to assess the
operating environment and confer with public health, government and
industry officials," Carnival Cruise Line President Christine Duffy told
cruisers and travel agents in a letter announcing all cruises are
canceled through Sept. 30. The CDC's "no-sail order" is scheduled to


More corona
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expire July 24, and Canada has issued a ban on cruises in the
country's waters through Oct. 31.


Carnival will not be sailing until October, company officials announced.


“MSC Cruises plans to resume operations from Florida in
November” via Taylor Dolven of the Miami Herald — MSC Cruises
plans to resume cruises from Florida in November 2020. The company
said it will begin cruises on is MSC Meraviglia and MSC Armonia ships
from PortMiami and on its MSC Seaside ship from Port Canaveral in
November. The ships will visit Jamaica, Mexico, the Cayman Islands,
among others, and the company’s private island in the Bahamas,
according to a release. The announcement came before the CDC had
begun the process of determining how and when cruising can safely
resume in the U.S. amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the agency said.
Caribbean countries remain closed to cruise ships and have not
announced plans to reopen yet.


“Hit hard by virus, fine dining finds new ways to serve” via Dee-Ann
Durbin of The Associated Press — In the U.S. alone, the fine dining
industry lost 6 million jobs in March and April. But fine dining was hit
hardest of all, says David Portalatin, an industry adviser. At the low
point, in April, U.S. fine dining transactions were down 82% from a year
ago, he said. Fourteen U.S. restaurants have earned the highest rating
of three stars from the Michelin Guide. Of those, just one, The Inn at
Little Washington in rural Virginia, has reopened its dining room at half
capacity. The restaurant put mannequins at its empty tables to make
the space look more inviting. Other restaurants aren’t offering carryout
but are still cooking. Eleven Madison Park in New York is making 3,000
meals per day for front-line workers.
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“The ice cream industry is having a meltdown” via Aaron Mak of
Slate — While grocery sales for ice cream have largely remained
consistent, with even modest gains in some cases, ice cream shops are
still floundering under the new strictures that COVID-19 has placed on
the food industry, even as Americans spend more time out in the ice
cream-beckoning heat. The overall effect is an economic slump for the
industry. Each year, ice cream shops count on a surge in customers
come springtime. Retailers typically try to build up a nest egg during the
warmer months that can tide them over during the winter, but the
pandemic forced Americans indoors just when demand would usually
start to pick up.


  


“Who caused the violence at protests? It wasn’t antifa.” via Meg
Kelly and Elyse Samuels of The Washington Post — Antifa is a
moniker, not a single group with a clear organizational structure or
leader. It is a decentralized network of activists who don’t coordinate.
Their common ground is opposing anything that they think is racist or
fascist. In recent years, antifa activists appeared whenever there was a
large gathering of white nationalists. Roughly 80 federal charges,
including murder and throwing Molotov cocktails at police vehicles,
reveal no evidence of an antifa plot. Four people who identify with the
far-right extremist “boogaloo” movement are among those facing the
most serious federal charges. The DHS said in a June 1 internal
intelligence report that “most of the violence appears to have been
driven by opportunists.”


“Man threatens to shoot up Black Lives Matter rally” via The
Associated Press — Sheriff’s investigators began looking at Quintin
Adkins June 11 after receiving an anonymous tip from an “old friend”
about social media posts that included videos of him handling, loading
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and firing weapons. He was arrested Thursday on a single count of
written threats to kill. The arrest affidavit said that Adkins used profanity
in the videos while threatening to attend a Black Lives Matter
demonstration and begin shooting. Some of the videos showed him
driving, loading a handgun and pointing it at other vehicles on the road
around him. The Florida legislature, in response to a 2018 shooting at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in South Florida, expanded a
state statute to include threats to “conduct a mass shooting or an act or
terrorism.”


Quintin Adkins has been arrested after an anonymous tip alerted the authorities
he was about to shoot up a Black Lives Matter protest.


“Miami Gardens fires cops after tussle with Black man. But the city
won’t say why” via Charles Rabin of the Miami Herald — Two Miami
Gardens police officers involved in the rough arrest of a man at a
RaceTrac gas station three months ago were fired last week when the
police chief was informed of additional information that could be
“criminal in nature,” she said. Miami Gardens Police Chief Delma Noel-
Pratt has not disclosed the nature of that information, only saying in a
prepared statement that it had been forwarded to the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement. The man involved in the incident with
the two officers, Miguel McKay, was charged with resisting an officer
without violence. The charge has since been dropped.


“Court rejects challenge the Confederate monument move” via Jim
Saunders of the News Service of Florida — A three-judge panel of the
11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that opponents did not have
legal standing to challenge the monument’s move, saying they did not
allege “a concrete, particularized injury.” Several plaintiffs filed the
lawsuit after Lakeland officials in 2018 decided to move from the city’s
Munn Park to Veterans Park a monument to Confederate veterans who
died during the Civil War. Munn Park is in Lakeland’s historic district,
while Veterans Park is not, according to the ruling. The city in 1908
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gave permission to the United Daughters of the Confederacy to erect
the monument in Munn Park.


“In America’s oldest city, a reckoning over Confederate past” via
Bobby Caina Calvan of The Associated Press — At the center of the
debate in St. Augustine is a monument, located in the city’s historic
central plaza, memorializing dozens of the city’s sons who died fighting
for the Confederacy during the Civil War. The towering structure, which
was built in 1879, takes the form of an obelisk jutting into a canopy of
oak trees. Inscribed on it are the names of the fallen soldiers. The Rev.
Ron Rawls, a pastor at St. Paul’s African Methodist Episcopal Church,
calls the monument disrespectful and wants it removed.


Assignment editors — The Florida Legislative Black Caucus will host
a Virtual Town Hall featuring civil rights attorney Benjamin Crump.
Zoom town hall begins 6:30 p.m.: ID — 82024149198; Password —
603734; Call-in number — (312) 626-6799.


“Broward School Board member says hacker posted ‘white
privilege’ meme on her Facebook page” via Scott Travis of the South
Florida Sun-Sentinel — Broward School Board member Ann Murray
said a hacker posted a meme on her Facebook page about white
privilege that many criticized as racist. At about 5:30 p.m. Sunday,
Murray’s Facebook page shared a post from another user with the
meme, “When I was born, they must have ran out of white privilege
because I had to work my ass off to get where I am.” The reaction was
strong, with commenters using terms such as “racist,” “tone-deaf,”
“disgusting” and “reprehensible.” Several called for her to resign. The
post was deleted by 9 p.m. Sunday. Murray said “I swear on my
husband’s grave” the post didn’t come from her.


“Confederate flag finally may be banned in Indian River schools;
board taking first step Tuesday” via Sommer Brugal of TC Palm —
The School Board Tuesday is to take the first step toward banning the
Confederate flag and other symbols, such as the swastika and gang
symbols, associated with hate groups, from campuses and any school-
sponsored activity. The move would be part of the district's updated
student code of conduct, which is up for board approval next month.
This won't be the first time the hot-button issue comes before the Indian
River County School Board. In 2017, community members petitioned
the board to ban the Confederate flag from campuses, but the board
refused to take the step. In 2016, the School Board rejected the
NAACP's call to ban the flag.


“Miami restaurant worker quits after owner nicknames blackened
wings ‘I can't breathe’" via Laine Doss of the Miami New Times —
Brandon Gonzalez was working his shift at the Hole in the Wall Pub
and was about to deliver a plate of blackened chicken wings to a
customer when he noticed a phrase printed in red underneath the order
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on the ticket: "I CANT BREATHE." “I initially brushed it off as a mistake,
but the owner came into the kitchen and mentioned the joke to the
kitchen workers," Gonzalez said. "They just looked at him." Gonzalez
says he finished out his shift, collected his tips and quit. He then posted
a photo of the receipt on Twitter.


“‘The officers feel like they can’t win’: Tampa chief responds to
police criticism” via Kavitha Surana of the Tampa Bay Times —
Tampa police Chief Brian Dugan painted a picture of a beleaguered
police force, worn down by weeks of protests and media scrutiny. “The
police, we always have everybody’s back and nobody has our back,” he
said. “Right now the officers feel like they can’t win. And I would have to
agree with them.” He said demonstrations against police brutality that
have blocked traffic and sometimes led to tense standoffs have created
a dilemma for police. Officers have kept their distance from recent
protests in an effort to diffuse tension, but Dugan said that wasn’t
sustainable.


“Racist hate for Bubba Wallace was inevitable. Now NASCAR must
stand with him.” via Jerry Brewer of The Washington Post — Hate, not
heritage. Pure hate. What else could prompt a person or multiple
people, to place a noose in the garage stall of Wallace, the man who
nudged NASCAR into finally outlawing the Confederate flag? For such
a racist, there is only one threat greater than a trailblazing black driver
with aspirations of change: a trailblazing black driver who succeeds at
change. Wallace isn’t scared, and now NASCAR is on a mission to
“identify the person(s) responsible and eliminate them from the sport.”
With video surveillance and limited access to key areas because of
novel coronavirus precautions, it shouldn’t be difficult to find the scum.


NASCAR has launched an investigation after a noose was found on June 21 in
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the garage of Bubba Wallace, the only black driver competing in its top Cup
series. Image via AP.


“As Doak Campbell Stadium name comes under fire, FSU
president says university will study issue” via Curt Weiler of the
Tallahassee Democrat — Campbell's legacy has come under fire over
the last few weeks. Campbell was a trailblazer in getting the stadium
that went on to bear his name built during his time as FSU president.
However, he was also called out in an online petition by former FSU
football linebacker Kendrick Scott for his "noninclusive views of blacks
as a segregationist." In Scott's petition, he calls for Campbell's name to
be removed from the stadium. Thrasher's public comments on the
matter bring credence to what has been a growing outcry on social
media from FSU fans about the need to change the name of the
stadium.


— “Doak Campbell III defends his grandfather amid petition to
change stadium name” via Tom D’Angelo of the Tallahassee
Democrat
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“Donald Trump says he’d meet with Nicolás Maduro to discuss ‘a
peaceful exit from power’ in Venezuela” via David Smiley, Nora
Gamez Torres, Michael Wilner and Francesca Chambers of the Miami
Herald — Trump said that he would consider meeting with Maduro, but
administration officials say there’s no ongoing effort to secure a meeting
with a foreign leader viewed by the U.S. as a narco-terrorist and
illegitimate president. Trump’s willingness to meet with the socialist
ruler could have political ramifications in Venezuela, a once-thriving
South American nation now racked by poverty and political turmoil. It
could also complicate Trump’s reelection campaign, which has
aggressively courted Hispanic voters in Florida, home to narrowly
decided presidential elections and the largest community of Venezuelan
exiles in the country.


Donald Trump is floating the idea of meeting with Nicolás Maduro.


“The lapses that let a Saudi extremist shoot up a U.S. Navy base”
via Michael LaForgia and Eric Schmitt of The New York Times —
Breakdowns in vetting systems in the United States and Saudi Arabia
occurred at virtually every step of the way. Saudi security services
failed to detect early clues from Lieutenant Mohammed Alshamrani’s
online life that might have disqualified him from joining the military and
prevented him from receiving clearance to apply for the American
training program. This past December, Lieutenant Alshamrani opened
fire in a classroom building at the base, killing three sailors and
wounding eight other people before being fatally shot by sheriff’s


D.C. matters
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deputies.


  


“As the state budget deadline looms July 1, key organizations ask
Ron DeSantis to deliver on long-awaited proposals” via Danielle J.
Brown of Florida Phoenix — DeSantis prepares to make state budget
cuts, a letter signed by 35 Florida organizations calls on the governor to
protect long-standing public services by finding funds from every route
possible. Those groups range from the League of Women Voters of
Florida and Habitat for Humanity of Florida to the Florida PTA and
United Way of Florida, touching on areas including housing, health,
conservation, children and retirees. DeSantis has said that he is
preparing to make big cuts in the budget to address the economic
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, including declining sales tax
revenues.


“Attorney General investigating Panama City Beach Bookit” via
Nathan Cobb of the Panama City News Herald — The Florida attorney
general’s office is investigating a recently shuttered local travel agency
after it allegedly left customers high and dry. According to Kylie Mason,
spokeswoman for the Florida attorney general’s office, Attorney
General Ashley Moody has received nearly 700 complaints related to
Panama City Beach-based BookIt.com since January. This led the
office to open an investigation in April. Mason estimated that Bookit
owes customers more than $2.1 million. Due to the ongoing
investigation, Mason couldn’t release any additional information.


“Jacksonville Civic Council voices support for Duval Schools
sales tax” via Emily Bloch of The Florida Times-Union — Over a year
since the Duval County School Board first launched an initiative to get a
half-cent sales tax for school maintenance on ballots, additional
supporters are coming out of the woodwork. Last month, JAX Chamber
voiced its backing of the bill and now, the Jacksonville Civic Council is
doing the same. Last week the business group voiced its “full support.”
“The Civic Council has always supported a halfpenny sales tax
referendum to improve our schools,” the statement said. “With the
adjustments to the plan made in recent months, we fully support this
particular proposal and with enthusiasm.”


“Judge: Florida school shooting trial off indefinitely” via Curt
Anderson of The Associated Press — The death penalty trial of the
man charged with killing 17 people at a Florida high school is off
indefinitely because of restrictions related to the coronavirus outbreak.
Broward Circuit Judge Elizabeth Scherer said in a hearing held
remotely that it’s not even clear when the Broward County courthouse
will reopen to the public. It has been closed since March 16 to everyone
but essential personnel. “We have to take it one day at a time, quite


Statewide
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frankly,” Scherer said. “We’re not there yet. When we are, I don’t know.”
A complicating factor, again related to the coronavirus, is when it would
be permissible to allow possibly hundreds of prospective jurors to
gather at the courthouse to be questioned about their views of the case.


The death penalty trial of Parkland High School shooter Nikolas Cruz is off
indefinitely. Image via AP.


“Florida man got 4 years for stealing 4 $15 phone chargers. He was
beaten to death in prison” via Samantha J. Gross and Ben Conarck of
the Miami Herald — Christopher Howell was less than halfway into a
four-year sentence at Lake Correctional Institution, a men’s prison near
Orlando, when he died. He was serving time for stealing four phone
chargers from a West Palm Beach Target. Howell was killed at the
hands of a corrections officer, who beat him while the inmate’s hands
were cuffed, multiple prison sources said. The brutal beating happened
Thursday. The Florida Department of Corrections says he was
pronounced dead Friday at an area hospital.


“FPL pitches vehicle charging proposal” via Jim Saunders of the
News Service of Florida — Pointing to “range anxiety” as an obstacle to
motorists driving electric vehicles, Florida Power & Light is asking
regulators to approve a proposal that could lead to more vehicle-
charging stations in the state. The proposal, filed Friday at the Florida
Public Service Commission, would create a pilot program that includes
the possibility of FPL operating vehicle-charging stations or partnering
with businesses or governments in operating the facilities. The proposal
involves what the utility describes as “fast charge” stations that allow
motorists to charge electric vehicles more quickly than, for example,
they can charge vehicles at home.
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New and renewed lobbying registrations:


Marc Dunbar, Dean Mead: Professional Parking Management
Corporation


Richard Fidei, Fred Karlinsky, Greenberg Traurig: United States Fire
Insurance Company


Jim Horne, Strategos Public Affairs: Hogan Marren Babbo & Rose


Susan Goldstein, Robert Schenck, The Legis Group: Real
Diagnostics, Yawn Properties


Andrew Ketchel, Capital City Consulting: Barnett Southern
Corporation


Lori Killinger, Martin Lyon, Lewis Longman & Walker: Navarre Beach
Fire Rescue


Matt Spritz, The Spritz Group: Peak Targeting Corp. dba
ContactTracing. US


Christopher Snow, Snow Strategies: Aveanna Healthcare


Lobby regs


  


“With ‘Kung flu,’ ‘thugs,’ and ‘our heritage,’ Trump leans on racial
grievance as he reaches for a campaign reset” via Jose A. Del Real
of The Washington Post — Trump has long used his raucous rallies to
road test potential campaign themes and attack lines. And while much
attention on his Saturday night appearance in Tulsa focused on the


2020
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sparse turnout for his first rally since the pandemic ended mass
gatherings, Trump’s litany of racially offensive stereotypes sent a clear
signal about how he plans to try to revive his flagging reelection effort.
“If you want to save your heritage, you want to save that beautiful
heritage of ours, we have a great heritage, we’re a great country,” he
said to cheers, using a phrase often used to defend Confederate
statues and regalia.


“Tulsa rally failure may spark Trump campaign team shake-up” via
Hunter Walker and Jon Ward of Yahoo News — Poor attendance at his
rally in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Saturday night has Trump increasingly
frustrated with his campaign manager, Brad Parscale, and considering
shaking up his reelection team, according to sources familiar with the
issue. According to a former adviser, Trump, who is “getting madder by
the day,” has recently made dismissive comments about Parscale’s
experience. Before working for Trump, Parscale worked at a web
design and marketing company he founded in San Antonio. He was
named campaign manager of the president’s reelection bid in early
2018.


Donald Trump’s Tulsa rally was a disappointment, could lead to a campaign
shake-up.


“Trump's Maduro comments create political mess in must-win
Florida” via Matt Dixon and Gary Fineout of POLITICO — Trump
distanced himself from his own comments that signaled an openness to
talks with Maduro, but the reversal is unlikely to prevent a political mess
in Florida and still complicates the GOP’s 2020 attempt to brand
Democrats as socialists. “Unlike the radical left, I will ALWAYS stand
against socialism and with the people of Venezuela,” Trump tweeted.
“My Admin has always stood on the side of FREEDOM and LIBERTY
and against oppressive Maduro regime!” The mere flirtation with
diplomatic talks with Maduro could hurt Trump’s standing in the nation’s
largest swing state, which he needs to win in November in order to
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return to the White House for a second term.


“With unsubstantiated claim, Trump sows doubt on U.S. election”
via The Associated Press — Trump opened a new front in his fight
against mail-in voting, making unsubstantiated assertions that foreign
countries will print up millions of bogus ballots to rig the results and
create what he called the “scandal of our times.” The claims not only
ignore safeguards that states have implemented to prevent widespread
fraud but they also risk undermining Americas’ faith in the election,
spreading the very kind of disinformation U.S. authorities have warned
foreign adversaries could exploit to foment doubt in the voting process.


“As Trump slumps, his campaign fixes on a target: Women” via
Michael Scherer and Josh Dawsey of The Washington Post — Just 4½
months from the election, an already historic partisan gender gap
appears to be solidifying, with Joe Biden enjoying a 23-point
advantage over Trump among women voters, up from the 14-point
edge for Hillary Clinton in 2016. Trump still has an advantage among
white non-college-educated women, winning them by 14 points,
compared to college-educated women, who Biden wins by a margin of
28 points. But both groups have moved in the Democrat’s direction
since 2016, by 11 points among those without college degrees and 12
points among those with college degrees.


“Despite dreamy polls, Dems can't shake their 2016 nightmare” via
Burgess Everett and Marianne Levine of POLITICO — Trump is down
or within striking distance in nearly every battleground state, his
approval ratings are stubbornly low and he’s threatening to bring down
the GOP Senate majority with him while helping to douse Republican
chances of House takeover. Some Democrats are even beginning to
feel confident about their prospects this fall. “In 2016 we thought for
sure we were going to win in Minnesota. And Trump lost by only a point
and a half,” said Sen. Tina Smith. Citing the uncertainty of coronavirus
and turnout, Senate Minority Whip Dick Durbin said he has “a very
tentative feeling about the polling under these circumstances.”


—“For Joe Biden and Democrats, confidence comes with a chaser:
Fear” via Matt Viser of The Washington Post


  


“Sen. Rick Scott demands masks and social distancing at
relocated Republican National Convention in Jacksonville despite
Trump wanting packed mask-free coronation” via Katelyn Caralle of
the Daily Mail — Scott said that if Republicans move their convention to
Florida, he expects the massive crowds to wear masks and practice
social distancing. 'You have to do this safely. People need to wear
masks. They need to social distance. You need to do this in a manner


Convention countdown
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no one gets sick,' Scott said. The senator said he wants the convention
to be moved to Florida from the original location in Charlotte, North
Carolina, although the reason for it being moved was because Trump
wanted no masks and no social distancing.


Rick Scott believes social distancing and masks should be enforced at the
Republican National Convention in Jacksonville. Image via AP.


“Poll shows Duval voters oppose RNC coming to Jacksonville,
worry about coronavirus impact” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida
Politics — A majority of Duval voters do not want the Republican
National Convention in their city this Summer, according to a new poll.
The poll commissioned by Republican Voters Against Trump found
49% of those surveyed did not support Jacksonville hosting Trump’s
nomination speech in August. Only 39% said they supported it. Further,
57% said they were concerned the convention would spur a new
COVID-19 outbreak while only 43% said they weren’t worried. The poll
was conducted on June 17 and 18, before Trump took the stage in
Tulsa for his first major return to the campaign trail.


“The Ritz-Carlton Amelia Island reports 638 layoffs, work-hour
reductions” via Mark Masch of the Jacksonville Daily Record — The
Ritz-Carlton Hotel Co. filed a notice with state and local officials
reporting temporary layoffs or reductions in hours for 638 of the 649
employees at its Amelia Island resort hotel. The Ritz-Carlton, which
filed its notice on June 2, joins two other major Northeast Florida hotels
that filed layoff notices in the first week of June under the Worker
Adjustment and Retraining Notification Act. All three hotels are likely to
receive a large number of visitors during the Aug. 24-27 convention.
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“Poll finds Kat Cammack, Judson Sapp atop CD 3 Republican
primary” via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics — A new poll
commissioned by Cammack’s congressional campaign found the
Republican primary for Florida’s 3rd Congressional District is a two-way
race between her and Sapp. The poll found Sapp, who ran for the seat
two years ago against incumbent U.S. Rep. Ted Yoho, in the lead with
12% support among Republican primary voters. Cammack followed
with 10% support. The remainder of the field either showed up in the
low single digits or fell in the catchall of “unsure,” which accounted for
60% of survey respondents. The poll identified another positive angle
for the Cammack camp: her support is stronger among self-identified
Trump Republicans, 15% of whom say she’s their top pick.


“Byron Donalds touts Trump’s praise in first TV ad” via Jacob Ogles
of Florida Politics — Trump hasn’t issued an endorsement in Florida’s
19th Congressional District, but in a television ad, Donalds highlights
personal compliments the Commander-in-Chief threw his way. “I want


More from the trail



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-ud/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-uh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-uh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-uk/





to thank Representative Donalds,” Trump says in news footage. “He’s
got a tremendous future ahead of him.” The quote comes from an event
last October when Donalds introduced the President at the Second
Step Presidential Justice Forum and presented him with the Bipartisan
Justice Award. The moment now provides the foundation of a 30-
second video spot.


To view the ad, click on the image below:


“Local Congressional candidate denies affiliation with arrested
man, despite contrary evidence” via Dave Elias of NBC 2 — A
campaign staffer for the man who wants to be Southwest Florida's next
congressman has been arrested but candidate Dr. William
Figlesthaler said the man was never affiliated with his campaign.
Matthew Hurley was arrested for contempt of court charges, and
numerous sources have confirmed Hurley has worked with
Figlesthaler's campaign. A campaign flyer for Figlesthaler lists Hurley's
name as part of the team. When asked about Hurley's arrest,
Figlesthaler denied any relationship. An arrest document lists
Figlesthaler's campaign as a possible employer to wage garnishments.


“Dueling fundraisers for state Senate candidates have Democrats
online, Republicans outdoors” via Steven Lemongello of the Orlando
Sentinel — It’s a tale of two parties for state Senate candidates in
Seminole County this week. Democrat Patricia Sigman’s meeting
Tuesday will be entirely online. But Wednesday’s fundraiser for
Republican Jason Brodeur will be in person at McKinnon Groves in
Winter Garden. Brodeur’s event will be outside, according to its
description as “an outdoor evening of food and fellowship,” which could
lessen the potential for infection compared with an indoor event.


“Pam Bondi gets behind Ray Rodrigues in SD 27 race” via Jacob
Ogles of Florida Politics — Bondi threw her endorsement to Rodrigues
in his Senate bid. Fresh off successfully defending Trump during the
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impeachment trial, Bondi said now was a critical time to elect
conservative lawmakers. “Now more than ever we need conservative
warriors like Ray Rodrigues fighting for the issues that matter to the
hard-working people of Southwest Florida and families across the
Sunshine State,” Bondi said. “Ray is unapologetically pro-life, fought to
ban sanctuary cities, and will fight to secure our borders. I am proud to
endorse Ray Rodrigues because he stands for our shared,
conservative values.”


Lake County Sheriff endorses Keith Truenow for HD 31 — Sheriff
Peyton Grinnell is endorsing Truenow, an agribusinessman who has
entered the Republican primary to replace retiring Rep. Jennifer
Sullivan. “Keith supports those of us who go to work every day to keep
our community, state and nation safe. He advocates for the adequate
funding of public safety and pledges to never support the absurd
proposal to defund law enforcement,” Grinnell said. Truenow founded
Lake Jem Farms based in Mount Dora. He is a farmer and rancher
producing sod sold throughout Florida. Truenow also serves on local
and statewide boards including Turfgrass Producers of Florida, Lake
County Farm Bureau and the Lake County Fair Association.


Construction trade union endorses Samuel Vilchez Santiago for
HD 48 — The International Union of Painters & Allied Trades (IUPAT)
District Council 78 has formally endorsed Santiago. The IUPAT is
among Florida’s preeminent skilled labor unions, specializing in
representing the interests of painters, glaziers, drywall installers, and
trade show workers. Wayne Lukash, Government Affairs and
Communications Director for the IUPAT said: “The needs of working
families are top priority to the IUPAT. That’s why we are supporting
Samuel Vilchez Santiago for Florida HD 48. We have confidence in his
ability to be a fierce advocate for our members in Tallahassee and we
look forward to working alongside him.”


“Fiona McFarland takes pro-military message to Sarasota
airwaves” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — McFarland has gone
on television with an ad buy stressing her military service. In her new
“Service Above Self ” ad, the House candidate running in District 72
shows off military honors in a biographic montage. Campaign
spokeswoman Maryann Grgic said the ad will run on cable outlets in
the Sarasota market. Footage of a Naval warship leads into images of
the candidate in uniform, fading into an aerial view of Sarasota.
Notably, the candidate moved to the region last year just as she
prepared to run for office.


To view the ad, click on the image below:
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“Firefighter groups back Demi Busatta Cabrera in HD 114” via Ryan
Nicol of Florida Politics — The South Florida Council of Fire Fighters
(SFCFF) and the Coral Gables Professional Fire Fighters Association
are both backing Busatta Cabrera’s bid. Busatta Cabrera is the lone
Republican to qualify in the three-person field. Jean-Pierre Bado and
Susi Loyzelle are competing for the Democratic nomination in HD 114.
Busatta Cabrera has handily outraised Bado. She raised just under
$11,000 in May, as fundraising in the region has slowed due to the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Before the outbreak, Busatta Cabrera
brought in some hefty monthly sums. Through June, Busatta Cabrera
has added just over $96,000. She has just under $60,000 still on hand.


—“Meet Stevan Novakovic, a Republican running for House
District 31” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


“Karen Marcus, county term-limited officials can run again after
break, judge rules” via Hannah Morse of The Palm Beach Post — A
Palm Beach County judge has ruled that former county commissioners
can indeed run for the office again, as long as they sit out for at least
one term. The order affirms former Commissioner Karen Marcus’ run
for her old seat on the board, less than a month after a Republican
resident of Tequesta filed a legal challenge against her and elections
chief Wendy Sartory Link. Judge Glenn Kelley, who heard arguments
Thursday, sided with Marcus and Palm Beach County. The decision
can be appealed.



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-od/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-oh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-ok/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-ok/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-ou/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-ou/





  


“UF ‘Gator Bait’ chant is gone. Kick FSU’s offensive ‘tomahawk
chop’ to the curb, too” via the Miami Herald editorial board — It must
have been a surprise to many to learn of the racist foundation of the
University of Florida’s “Gator Bait” chant. Still, to some, the decision to
ban the chant that Gator fans use to taunt their opponents might seem
the height of tedious political correctness. It is anything but. Now Florida
State University President John Thrasher should do something similar
and get rid of the “Tomahawk Chop” at Seminole games.


Top opinion


  


“Trump is flat-out wrong. Mail-in voting is safer, not vulnerable to
fraud, like he says” via Juan-Carlos ‘J.C.’ Planas of the Miami Herald
— After the dismal reviews of his political rally in Tulsa this weekend,
Trump is back tweeting falsehoods about voting by mail and how it
could “fraudulently” rob him of his reelection. As a former Republican


Opinions
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member of the Florida Legislature, whose parents fled political
oppression, I am appalled that my community would tolerate such an
attack on our voting rights. In the last decade, there have been no
cases in Florida where vote-by-mail fraud has been alleged, let alone,
proven or overturned the results of an election.


“Florida TaxWatch recommends the expansion of virtual learning
in K-12, colleges and universities to ‘reduce operating costs.’ It is
a lazy recommendation, and here is my open letter to the
TaxWatch CEO.” via Paul Cottle of Bridge to Tomorrow — Florida
TaxWatch recommends the Legislature consider expanding the use of
virtual learning in public schools, colleges and universities as a way to
reduce operating costs. There is at present no physics education
research supporting the assertion that any existing virtual learning
model comes close to reproducing the learning gains that are
characteristic of a well-designed and well-taught in-person active
learning physics class. Furthermore, the student subpopulations who
benefit the most from the in-person active learning model are those that
suffer from severe underrepresentation.



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-bt/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-bj/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-bj/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-bj/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhihkkd-edrdjlhjd-bj/





  


Florida has reached another grim milestone in the fight against COVID-
19; we’ve now had more than 100,000 cases. And the death toll has
reached 3,266, averaging more than 29 fatalities per day since the first
deaths were reported on March 5.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— Last week, Gov. DeSantis suggested migrant farmworkers were
spreading coronavirus. A lot of Latinos are saying the Governor should
apologize for trying to blame people considered essential workers —
and couldn’t get protective gear.


— Advocates for seniors are also blasting DeSantis for saying the
recent spike in COVID-19 cases isn’t as bad as it seems because most
of the victims are young adults. People in nursing homes are still in
danger, they say, and shouldn’t write them off in the rush to reopen.


— Rep. Dianne Hart, a leading voice in the legislature for prison
reform, says why she is urging the Department of Corrections to fire the
guard who beat an inmate at Lake Correctional Thursday. The prisoner
died the next day.


— The latest in Florida man, who fought his way into Walmart without a
mask because, well, it’s Florida.


To listen, click on the image below:


Today's Sunrise


  Instagram of the day
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“Disney World announces more reopening dates for its hotels” via
DeWayne Bevil of the Orlando Sentinel — Walt Disney World has
revealed more reopening dates for some of its on-property hotels as the
resort continues a phased reopening from its coronavirus shutdown. On
Monday, select Disney Deluxe Villa Resorts and Disney’s Fort
Wilderness Resort & Campground opened for previously booked
guests. Disney set these hotel reopening dates for already-booked
guests, but the company emphasized that plans remain fluid and that
folks could still be reassigned to other Disney lodging options. Disney
World’s theme parks will start reopening July 11 with Magic Kingdom
and Disney’s Animal Kingdom, followed by Epcot and Disney’s
Hollywood Studios July 15.


Aloe
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“Walt Disney World park reservation system slammed on opening
day” via Sharon Kennedy Wynne of the Tampa Bay Times — Walt
Disney World’s new theme park reservation system was slammed by
fans when it went live for select guests Monday, and some days are
already sold out at the theme parks that will reopen next month. Disney
opened its system first for people who already had a Walt Disney World
hotel reservation. It goes live to annual passholders Friday and to the
general public, but they may find days already booked. A Disney
spokeswoman said that there is still availability for most parks on most
days throughout the year.


“Amid pandemic, Live Nation announces drive-in concert series”
via Mesfin Fekadu of The Associated Press — Tour promoter Live
Nation has announced its first-ever drive-in concert series in the U.S.
for July, months after the live music industry has been on lockdown due
to the coronavirus pandemic. Concertgoers will be able to drive into the
parking lots of the amphitheaters, a maximum of four people per car,
and will have two empty parking lot spaces in between each vehicle so
fans can watch and party from their designated individual tailgating
zones. Attendees are encouraged to bring food, drinks and chairs,
setting up around their cars to view the performers from the stage and
also from the large LED screens.


This artist rendering released by Live Nation shows the set up for Live Nation's
“Live from the Drive-In,” concert series taking place July 10-12. Image via AP.


“Golden Globes postponed until Feb. 28 amid coronavirus
pandemic” via Anika Reed of the USA Today — The Golden Globe
Awards are being pushed back amid the coronavirus pandemic. The
awards show, usually held in early January, will take place Feb. 28,
2021, joining other major awards shows in delaying celebrations amid
the pandemic. "We are excited to announce the 78th annual Golden
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Globe Awards will take place Sunday, February 28, 2021," the Golden
Globes said in a tweet. The ceremony, hosted by Tina Fey and Amy
Poehler, will take place on the originally scheduled date of the Oscars,
which has been pushed back two months.


  


Best wishes to Rep. Joy Goff-Marcil, Bill Horne, Danielle McGill, and
Kate Wallace.


Happy birthday
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From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: Response to Concerned Citizen
Date: Monday, June 15, 2020 10:52:06 AM
Attachments: image002.png


Hi, Dr. Rolle,
After consulting with the Mayor’s Public Affairs Team, this is the response that I propose we use with these kinds of inquiries. Please let me know
what you think.
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
 
Hello, Daniel-
 
Thank you for contacting the Florida Department of Health in Duval County with your thoughts about the 2020 Republican National Convention being
held in Jacksonville. We value thoughtful feedback from Duval County citizens like you.
 
We understand there are concerns about the health and safety of the community surrounding this high-profile event. We will be working with state
and local officials, including the State Health Office and the city of Jacksonville, to ensure that CDC guidelines are followed at this large event.
 
Again, thank you for your feedback.
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Daniel Litwak <daniellitwak@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2020 5:59 PM
To: zzzz Feedback, CHD16_DCHD_Contact <DCHD.Contact@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RNC CONVENTION
 
How dare you allow our city to be infested and infected by allowing thousands of screaming unmasked people go home to spread the Covid all over
the country.
It is irresponsible of you!
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.17.20 — Burnin’ today: DeSantis, Trump,


Lee, Fauci, Marrone, Moody
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 4:00:45 AM


Despite the record-setting number of coronavirus cases in Florida, Gov.
Ron DeSantis says Florida won't be rolling back its reopening plan.


The Sunshine State has recorded a growing number of COVID-19
cases throughout June. But as the positivity rate of new cases rises
together with daily testing, the Governor is pointing toward migrant
farmers and inmates — both groups living in close quarters — as the
driving sources of new cases.
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Florida will not be rolling back any of its reopening plans, says Ron DeSantis.


That means no mask requirements and no rollbacks, which DeSantis
said wouldn't stop the number of cases in those isolated groups and
would outweigh the benefit reopening has done for Floridians.


"We're not shutting down. We're going to go forward," he said.


In Tuesday's daily coronavirus report, state health officials reported a
record 2,783 newly confirmed cases of the virus, and total diagnoses
throughout the pandemic have topped 80,000. But with testing reaching
an average of 30,000 people per day, that's triple the amount of testing
conducted during the virus' April peak, when about 1,300 tested
positive.


"Back in April, I made the point that as you test more, you will see more
cases because you're identifying those subclinical cases that just would
not have been tested previously," DeSantis told reporters Tuesday in
Tallahassee. "And I said you could see 2,000 cases a day in a state this
big. That was something that was definitely in the offer for this, and it's
just because of how you're doing the testing, especially if you're
expanding it as aggressively as I thought that you needed to do."


Counties with high or an increasing number of cases are often linked to
agriculture or correctional facilities, he said, where the younger
demographics frequently don't show symptoms. One watermelon farm
he highlighted in Alachua County had a 90% positivity rate among 100
people tested.


With migrant farmers and incarcerated Floridians spending less time
interacting with the broader public, he suggested those cases shouldn't
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factor into a statewide lockdown.


"They go to work in a school bus, and they're all just packed there like
sardines, going across Palm Beach County," DeSantis said. "Just all
these opportunities to have transmission."


  


Juneteenth — 2; Belmont Stakes rescheduled — 3; Father’s Day — 4;
Apple to hold Developer Conference — 5; NBA training camp — 13;
“The Outpost” with Orlando Bloom and Scott Eastwood premieres —
16; NBA teams travel to Orlando — 20; Major League Soccer will return
to action — 21; Disney World Magic Kingdom & Animal Kingdom to
reopen — 24; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios to reopen —
28; Federal taxes due — 28; “Mulan” premieres — 37; TED conference
rescheduled — 38; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet” premieres — 44; NBA
season restart in Orlando — 44; Democratic National Convention in
Milwaukee begins — 61; Florida primaries for 2020 state
legislative/congressional races — 62; NBA draft lottery — 67; Indy 500
rescheduled — 67; Republican National Convention begins in Charlotte
— 69; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 72; “A Quiet Place Part II”
premieres — 79; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 80;
Rescheduled date for French Open — 97; First presidential debate in
Indiana — 107; "Wonder Woman" premieres — 107; Preakness Stakes
rescheduled — 108; First vice presidential debate at the University of
Utah — 115; NBA season ends (last possible date) — 117; Second
presidential debate scheduled at the University of Michigan — 120;
NBA draft — 120; Wes Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres
— 121; NBA free agency — 123; Third presidential debate at Belmont
— 129; 2020 General Election — 139; “Black Widow” premieres — 143;
NBA 2020-21 training camp — 146; Florida Automated Vehicles
Summit — 153; “No Time to Die” premieres — 160; NBA 2020-21
opening night — 167; “Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 209; Super
Bowl LV in Tampa — 235; New start date for 2021 Olympics — 401;
“Jungle Cruise” premieres — 410; “Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel
premieres — 506; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 604; “Doctor
Strange in the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 646; “Black
Panther 2” premieres — 688; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse”
sequel premieres — 842.


Days until







  


“Donald Trump signs order on police reform, doesn’t mention
racism” via Jill Colvin, Lisa Mascaro and Zeke Miller of The Associated
Press — Following weeks of national protests since the death of
George Floyd, Trump signed an executive order that he said would
encourage better police practices. But he made no mention of the
roiling national debate over racism spawned by police killings of black
men and women. Trump met privately with the families of several black
Americans killed in interactions with police before his Rose Garden
signing ceremony, and said he grieved for the lives lost and families
devastated. But then he quickly shifted his tone and devoted most of his
public remarks to a need to respect and support “the brave men and
women in blue who police our streets and keep us safe.”


America smoldering
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Donald Trump speaks during an event on police reform, in the Rose Garden of
the White House. Image via AP.


“Virginia Governor to propose Juneteenth as state holiday” via Alan
Suderman and Denise Lavoie of The Associated Press — Virginia Gov.
Ralph Northam announced that he’s making Juneteenth, a day that
commemorates the end of slavery in the U.S., an official holiday in a
state that was once home to the capital of the Confederacy.
Juneteenth, which is also called Emancipation Day and Freedom Day,
is celebrated annually on June 19. Texas first made it a state holiday in
1980. The holiday would be a paid day off for all state employees.
Northam said he thinks Virginia would be only the second state to do
so.


“Police keep using Twitter for misinformation and rumor-
mongering about protesters” via Aaron Blake of The Washington
Post — Two New York City police unions took to Twitter to accuse
Shake Shack employees of trying to poison police officers with
beverages they were served. The New York City Patrolmen’s
Benevolent Association said the officers had come “under attack." The
New York City Detectives’ Endowment Association went a step further,
claiming their “fellow officers were intentionally poisoned by one or
more workers." Neither of these tweets, it turns out, were accurate. New
York Police Department Chief of Detectives Rodney Harrison said
Tuesday morning that a “thorough investigation” had revealed no
criminal act.


“Can’t stand athletes talking politics? They can’t stand injustice”
via Hal Habib of The Palm Beach Post — Mike Gundy, you finally got
your wish. The football coach, who famously demanded critics “Come
after me!” in an epic rant, managed to tick off one critic to the hilt
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Monday. “I will not stand for this,” wrote that critic, Chuba Hubbard,
who happens to be the returning leading rusher not only of Gundy’s
Oklahoma State football team, but the nation. Gundy had been
photographed wearing an OAN T-shirt. If you’ve never watched One
America News picture Fox News sans all that liberal propaganda
Tucker Carlson and Sean Hannity are famous for.


Oklahoma State University football coach Mike Gundy (right) went on a fishing
expedition in Texas wearing a One America News shirt, creating a stir among


Black Lives Matters supporters. Image via Twitter.
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“What does Ron DeSantis think about racism and criminal justice
in America? It’s a puzzle.” via Steve Contorno of the Tampa Bay
Times — The killing of Floyd has moved state leaders across the nation
to address police brutality and systematic racism. Iowa’s Republican
Gov. Kim Reynolds signed a bipartisan police reform bill. Democratic
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo banned chokeholds during arrests.
Gov. Greg Abbott, a Texas Republican, promised Floyd’s family his
state would do something when lawmakers reconvene in January.
“George Floyd is going to change the arc of the future of the United
States,” Abbott said. DeSantis hasn’t acknowledged the substance of
calls for change from demonstrators marching from little Navarre in the
western Panhandle to Homestead at the edge of the peninsula.


Florida reax
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What does Ron DeSantis think about racism and criminal justice in America? Who
knows.


“Broward deputy will be investigated over social media posts
against minorities” via Angie DiMichele and Mario Ariza of the South
Florida Sun-Sentinel — A Broward sheriff’s deputy posted online
comments about “leftist thugs” and bemoaned that police couldn’t ram
thieves with their cars, part of a series of comments that will lead to an
internal investigation. Deputy Hector Fajardo, a deputy for 16 years,
also criticized transgender people and welfare recipients. He labeled a
child who does drag as “demonic.” And he proclaimed himself a racist.
Fajardo is the third deputy to come under scrutiny in recent weeks for
social media posts.


“Miami-Dade civilian police oversight panel clears initial County
Commission vote” via Joey Flechas of the Miami Herald — A proposal
to revive a civilian oversight panel for the Miami-Dade police
department passed an initial vote Tuesday, a measure that has
received renewed interest on the heels of nationwide calls for law
enforcement reform following the death of Floyd. The vote was one step
toward reestablishing civilian oversight of the largest police force in the
southeastern U.S. The proposal would create an Independent Civilian
Panel where people could file complaints against Miami-Dade police
officers, allow county staff to investigate claims and fund the panel’s
work with at least $7.59 million. That minimum funding level is equal to
1% of the police department’s budget.


“August elections — not November — may be the real prize for
Miami street protesters” via David Smiley of the Miami Herald — Amid
the street protests that broke out after Floyd’s death, Florida activists
took up bullhorns and used social media to promote Zoom meetings
about the “next steps” for the movement. Afterward Tuesday, Miami-
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Dade County commissioners took the first of two votes needed to revive
an independent review panel overseeing the county’s police force.
Efforts to steer street protests into local civic action may already be
reaping dividends for left-leaning organizations in South Florida pushing
to reduce incarceration, shift police resources to social services and
end the system of cash bail, which they say discriminates against
communities of color and the poor.


“Fort Myers city attorney to look at legal options to remove Robert
E. Lee bust as protesters rally” via Melissa Montoya of the Naples
Daily News — Fort Myers City Attorney Grant Alley has been
instructed to look at what the city can do to remove the Lee bust. More
than a dozen people spoke during the city council meeting Monday
asking the council to remove the monument of Lee, who was the
commander of the Confederate States Army during the Civil War. Two
people spoke in favor of keeping the bust. One man emailed from
Montana and asked that the city not give in to the "left-wing" conspiracy
and preserve history. Hendry Weeg said the city should remove the
bust and install a freedom fountain. She also made the same case to
Lee County commissioners during their meeting.


“Should police be charged for not uploading bodycam video each
shift? Fort Pierce commission to decide” via Keona Gardner of TC
Palm — Should police here be required to upload their bodycam
footage at the end of each shift? The City Commission delayed any
decision until at least next month. The proposal from Commissioner
Reggie Sessions could leave an officer charged with a misdemeanor
for failing to upload video by end of his or her shift. “I’m not anti-police,”
Sessions said. “I am anti-police brutality.” Demonstrators across the
country, including on the Treasure Coast, have joined with the Black
Lives Matter movement to protest police brutality against unarmed
Black men.


“Students at Jacksonville’s elite schools discuss racism — often
anonymously” via Emily Bloch of The Florida Times-Union — Over the
last week, students at schools across Jacksonville — including The
Bolles School, Bishop Kenny High School, Episcopal School of
Jacksonville and Stanton College Preparatory School — launched new
Instagram accounts to elevate Black students’ voices and document
examples of systemic racism at school. The accounts all follow a similar
format: They’re titled “Black At [the respective school]” and include a
link to a survey where students, parents, alumni and faculty are
encouraged to share their perspective anonymously. Those survey
responses are then posted publicly on Instagram accounts. All four
Jacksonville-based Instagram accounts share a similar mission: to bring
awareness to the discrimination students say they face while trying to
learn.
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“Duval County School Board considers renaming schools with
Confederate ties” via Emily Bloch of The Florida Times-Union —
Ahead of the Duval County School Board’s Tuesday evening meeting,
board members were greeted by a demonstration outside Duval County
Public Schools headquarters. Members of the Northside Coalition of
Jacksonville and other activists gathered in a push for the school district
to rename six public schools that are named after Confederate
generals. Now, school board members are listening. In a letter
addressed to the School Board, chairman Warren Jones said it was
time for a change. “We have come to a place and time in the history of
our city, that we must begin the process of renaming all the schools
named for a Confederate soldier,” Jones wrote. “This effort can help to
heal a city that is fractured.”


“Lake now says Confederate statue no longer welcome” via John
Cutter and Stephen Hudak of the Orlando Sentinel — Lake County
commissioners retreated Tuesday from a pledge to bring the statue of
Confederate Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith from Washington D.C. to the
historic courthouse in Tavares. The board agreed to ask the state to
find a more appropriate place for the bronze likeness of the Florida-born
general who lived postwar in Tennessee. It’s unclear if the apparent
change-of-heart will persuade the independent Historical Society to give
up on the idea of exhibiting the 4-ton statue and pedestal that has long
been displayed in the U.S. Capitol’s National Statuary Hall.


The Edmund Kirby statue is no longer welcome in Lake County. So what happens
now?


“Lake Worth to decide if it needs task force on police, other
issues” via Jorge Milian of The Palm Beach Post — The Lake Worth
Beach city commission normally busies itself with mundane topics that
lack widespread interest. But Tuesday, it will tackle a much weightier
subject: systemic racism in the city. An agenda item crafted by
Commissioner Herman Robinson requests the five-member board
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schedule a “special meeting” to create a task force that would look at
issues connected to race in the wake of national and international
protests following the death of Floyd. Robinson proposes that the task
force be made up of 10 to 20 people of “diverse community
stakeholders” that could include the commission itself.


  


—@marcorubio: We will have #PPP loan disclosure. No dispute over
larger loan recipients being disclosed. Only issue still being discussed
with administration is how to treat smaller loans to mostly
microbusiness, sole proprietors & independent contractors


—@FBSaunders: Governor ardently defending his decision to continue
reopening despite increased case numbers. Doubles down on
increased testing as a cause. Suggests heightened positivity rate is due
to isolated pockets in places like ag operations. Says hospital
capacity/supplies are strong.


Situational awareness
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—@fineout: Legislators are hoping to patch over the budget in 2 ways
— Vetoes from @GovRonDeSantis that are expected to range
anywhere from $500m to $1 billion & legislative leaders are allowing the
governor to spend billions of fed $ under his emergency powers (An
unprecedented move)


—@SteveLemongello: DeSantis said his vetoing of bills, even ones he
supported, will be "the fiscal equivalent of the Red Wedding in Game of
Thrones"


—@JimRosicaFL: The Tallahassee lobbyist corps just collectively
passed out.


Tweet, tweet:







—@PatriciaMazzei: In case there was any doubt ..."We're not rolling
back," @GovRonDeSantis says in a news conference hours after
Florida reported a record number of coronavirus cases.


—@nikkifried: @GovRonDeSantis has lost control of Florida’s
#COVID19 response. He’s recklessly reopening FL despite the data
screaming for caution. If the Governor is unwilling to make the right
decisions, they must be made in our cities, our states, & our homes.


—@senpizzo: Our bill providing decency in the treatment of pregnant
inmates, The Tammy Jackson Act, has been sent to
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@GovRonDeSantis for signing. I’ve got a blue @Sharpie he can
borrow! @ShevrinJones @ValenciaGunder @_DignityFL


Tweet, tweet:
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“Florida coronavirus cases set record; positive tests also up” via
Terry Spencer of The Associated Press — Florida’s confirmed
coronavirus cases rose sharply again Tuesday, weeks after the state
began reopening its economy, setting a daily record with almost 2,800
new cases reported as the overall count eclipsed 80,000 and the death
toll neared 3,000. The state Department of Health reported 2,783 new
confirmed cases Tuesday, breaking the record of 2,581 just set Friday.
Both days are well above the previous high of 1,601 set in mid-May.
The state has reported 2,993 deaths, a one-day jump of 55. The daily
average for the past week has been about 35, down from 60 in early
May.


“Feds say there is community spread of coronavirus in Florida.
DeSantis disagrees.” via Samantha J. Gross, Ben Conarck and
Zachary T. Sampson of the Miami Herald — Dr. Anthony Fauci, a
leading infectious disease expert on the federal Coronavirus Task
Force, plainly stated Tuesday that Florida is one of four states with


Corona Florida
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“community spread” of the disease and therefore elevated risk. “What
we’re saying today is that although we keep coming in and saying
appropriately that as a nation the risk is relatively low, there are parts of
the country right now that are having community spread in which the
risk there is clearly a bit more than that,” Fauci said. “And you know the
places: Washington state, California, New York and Florida.” The
governor’s spokesman contradicted Fauci, “As Gov. DeSantis stated
[Monday], there is no community spread of COVID-19 in Florida at this
time.”


Dr. Anthony Fauci believes community spread is already in Florida. Ron DeSantis
disagrees. Image via AP.


“Florida’s young test positive for coronavirus at almost twice the
rate” via Jim Waymer of The Palm Beach Post — Youngest Floridians
are testing positive for the new coronavirus at almost double the rate as
residents overall. A new report by the Florida Department of Health
shows less than 5% of the Floridians who tested positive for the novel
coronavirus were under the age of 18. But that younger age group
tested positive at almost twice the rate as the state as a whole,
according to FDOH’s new pediatric COVID-19 case report released
June 12. Statewide, 3,407 residents under age 18 have tested positive
or 9.2% of the 37,211 tested.


“Coronavirus pandemic halts fight over $15 minimum wage, for
now” via Gray Rohrer of the Orlando Sentinel — First, the coronavirus
shut down Florida’s restaurants. Then it shut down the restaurant
industry’s fight against steadily increasing the minimum wage to $15 an
hour. Save Our Jobs Inc. is a political committee set up in January to
fight the amendment on the Nov. 3 ballot by the Florida Restaurant &
Lodging Association, whose board members include representatives of
Walt Disney World, Universal Orlando, Darden Restaurants and
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McDonald’s. The organization raised just $2,000 in April and May. In
the three months prior it raised more than $194,000, including $100,000
from the National Restaurant Association.


  


“Questions remain about reopening state offices” via Ana Ceballos
of News Service of Florida — More than a month after DeSantis began
restarting Florida’s economy, his administration has not issued
guidance for how state agencies should reopen offices to workers and
the public. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, many state workers
have been working from home and have been following telework and
sick leave policies issued in March by the Department of Management
Services, an executive agency that oversees state personnel matters.
But the department had not outlined return-to-work protocols as of
Tuesday, nearly two weeks after DeSantis moved into the second
phase of the state’s economic reopening plan, which includes allowing
expanded operations at restaurants and reopening bars and gyms. The
first phase started in early May.


“The massive health effort behind getting children back to school
in an era of coronavirus” via Cindy Krischer Goodman of the South
Florida Sun-Sentinel — Florida Surgeon General Scott Rivkees told
Florida pediatricians the new coronavirus inevitably will make its way
into public schools this fall, but said he and his team are working on a
plan to respond quickly when an outbreak occurs. The first look into the
Florida Department of Health’s plan for safe schools reopening shows
health officials has a full-scale effort underway to prepare for COVID-19
within schools by creating areas to isolate sick children, hiring contact
tracers to identify homes with sick parents, and forming response teams
to identify exposed students and arrange testing. While the logistics of
the school year are still being worked out, health officials will push hard
this summer to get school-age children vaccinated for other diseases
and communicate with parents not to send children to school sick.


Reopen Florida
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Scott Rivkees says coronavirus will definitely be in schools, it's a matter of how to
respond if an outbreak hits.


Kitchen table talk — Former House Speaker Dean Cannon, who
serves as President and Chief Executive Officer of GrayRobinson, and
Senior Government Affairs Consultant Kim McDougal, are hosting a
virtual pop-up roundtable to discuss reopening Florida schools.
Speakers include Hillsborough County School Superintendent Addison
Davis, Florida Department of Education Chief of Staff J. Alex Kelly and
Gov. DeSantis’ Director of Policy Chris Spencer. The conference
begins at 10:30 a.m.; RSVP at web.cvent.com/event.


“Broward County schools will open Aug. 19 for 2020-21 school
year” via Amanda Batchelor and Hatzel Vela of Local10.com — The
Broward County Public School District held a news conference to
announce the School Board’s decisions regarding options for the
reopening of schools. The big news is that schools in Broward County
will reopen August 19. In preliminary conversations, the school board is
weighing several options and based on staff recommendations, the
hybrid-staggered day model seems to be the most popular. District
officials said the School Board received feedback from more than
80,000 parents/guardians, teachers, staff members and students, who
all submitted their ideas for what the reopening of schools should look
like.


“University of Miami students to return in the fall to Gables
campus, despite coronavirus” via Jimena Tavel of the Miami Herald
— A little more than three months after the University of Miami vacated
its campus to prevent the spread of the novel coronavirus, President
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Julio Frenk announced the private college will resume in-person
classes come fall, according to an emailed letter he sent to students
and faculty. With a revised academic calendar and new cautionary
measures, UM plans to reopen its dorms, dining halls and classrooms,
provided the pandemic allows for it. Life on campus will not look the
way it did before the pandemic. Frenk said his administration did a
“thorough redesign” of all spaces to accommodate for social distancing,
and masks will be required within public areas or when 6 feet of
separation cannot be guaranteed.


“St. Johns County School District reviews classroom plans for
return of students” via Christen Kelley of The Florida Times-Union —
The St. Johns County School District has released tentative details on
its plan to bring students back to campus in the fall. During a recent
focus group meeting, Superintendent Tim Forson presented three
different plans for students to return. Each plan differs based on the
level of community spread of the virus. In the ideal scenario with little to
no community spread, all students will return to a traditional brick and
mortar school setting. If there is minimal or moderate community
spread, there are two options that differ between elementary students
and middle and high school students. If the spread continues to worsen,
students at all grade levels could switch back to distance learning
temporarily, or even for a quarter at a time.


“Jaguars training camp opening date remains on hold until NFL
finalizes all procedures, safety protocols” via John Reid of The
Florida Times-Union — Jaguars coach Doug Marrone still hasn’t
finalized the starting date or assigned practice times for next month’s
training camp. He admitted that all of his scheduling for camp would
usually be done by now, especially with the offseason program
completed. But Marrone must wait until the NFL finalizes all procedures
and safety protocols to avoid the spread of COVID-19 during camp.
“Everyone wants to make sure we get this thing right,” Marrone said.
“I’m trying to get the schedule; that’s the safest way for us when we
return.” Training camps around the league are expected to open late
July, but the league’s memo issued last week did not include a date
when players could return.
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“Hospital’s urgent care offering COVID-19 antibody testing” via
Brett Shweky of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The Wellington
Physicians Urgent Care at Palomino Park has recently begun blood
serum testing for the presence of antibodies against COVID-19.
Affiliated with Wellington Regional Medical Center, the urgent care
center is offering tests with capabilities of determining results in three to
five days. Tests are covered by many insurance companies or can be
performed for $99. Appointments are required. These blood test looks
for the presence of antibodies against the COVID-19 virus and can be
used as a reflection of potential immunity.


A South Florida urgent care center is beginning to offer antibody serum tests for
coronavirus.


“Florida finds no evidence of fraud by Miami hospital charging
$150 for COVID-19 tests” via Daniel Chang of the Miami Herald —


Corona local
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Florida’s top law enforcement officer has closed the state’s fraud
investigation into Larkin Community Hospital, finding no evidence of
wrongdoing by the hospital for charging $150 for COVID-19 tests that
DeSantis and Trump said would be free for consumers. The office of
Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody launched the probe after
DeSantis called for an investigation of a South Florida hospital that was
charging $150 per test. DeSantis said called the $150 charge “not
acceptable here in the state of Florida. The president has made clear …
the tests are free.”


“Miami Beach staple Books & Books is closing for good” via Janine
Stanwood of Local10.com — After 30 years of selling books, hosting
authors, and providing a respite for literary lovers on Lincoln Road,
Books & Books on Miami Beach is closing its doors. “The COVID
certainly accelerated the process,” said owner Mitchell Kaplan. The
independent bookstore opened at 927 Lincoln Road in 1988. Kaplan
said the pedestrian mall was still a hidden gem for locals. “To open up
and be a part of its growth and development has been a very exciting
ride over these 30 years,” Kaplan said. Rising rents, even before the
pandemic, have been hard on mom and pop stores. “This has been
something going on for at least two, three, four years. Where small
independent businesses like mine are just being priced out of the road,”
he said.


“Ballard Partners: Helping clients in Florida’s COVID-19 hotspot”
via Andrew Meacham of Florida Politics — During the pandemic, the
state shut down elective surgeries for an indefinite length of time,
presumably until authorities got a better handle on an emerging COVID-
19 pandemic. “That doesn’t mean plastic surgery,” Ballard Partners
lobbyist Amy Young said. “We’re talking about something that’s
planned like knee surgery or hip surgery, things that really damage
patients’ health if they don’t take care of it in a timely fashion.” The
temporary ban encompassed Palm Beach, Broward and Dade counties,
which was being held back. After a series of meetings, DeSantis
relented and allowed elective surgeries, though otherwise, the densely
populated tri-county area remained in Phase 1.


Amy Young, José Felix Diaz, and Mat Forrest of Ballard Partners.
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“Palm Beach County looking at mandatory masks” via Wayne
Washington of The Palm Beach Post — With coronavirus cases spiking
in Palm Beach County, commissioners are considering making mask-
wearing mandatory in public buildings. “To give up and just say we’re
going to let this spread unabated is not acceptable,” Commissioner
Gregg Weiss said during a commission meeting. Commissioners did
not make a final decision on masks and agreed to discuss it when they
meet again on June 25. Weiss raised the prospect of mandating mask-
wearing after Dr. Alina Alonso, director of the Florida Department of
Health in Palm Beach County, presented yet another stark set of
numbers showing that virus cases are surging again.


“Palm Beach County: ‘What we are doing right now is not
working.’” via Lisa J. Huriash of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
After pushing to reopen businesses, South Florida leaders now find
themselves fighting to contain a steep rise in coronavirus cases, and
Palm Beach County for the first time may require the public to wear
face masks. Public officials in Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade
counties all preached caution Tuesday in opening the economy further,
though none indicated that they were ready to impose more lockdowns.
Palm Beach County was the first in South Florida to end its coronavirus
lockdown, despite not meeting all federal guidelines.


  


“Lenny Curry to launch relief program for Jacksonville seniors,
expresses optimism despite rising virus count” via Clayton
Freeman of The Florida Times-Union — Jacksonville Mayor Curry said
that starting at 8 a.m. Saturday, the city would begin launching a senior
and disabled financial assistance program, consisting of a one-time
$300 payment open to up to 3,300 Duval County residents who are 72
or older or are receiving Social Security disability payments. Applicants
must live in Duval County and must not have received funds from the
city’s small business assistance program or its mortgage, rent and
utilities relief program. They must also have experienced reduced
income or increased expenses as a result of COVID-19, with an
adjusted 2019 gross income of no more than $30,000.


More local
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Lenny Curry is announcing a new financial assistance program for seniors and
others affected by COVID-19.


“Hillsborough County exceeds 4,000 cases as Pinellas sees higher
mortality rate” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics —
Coronavirus cases in the Tampa Bay continue to rise. Hillsborough
County added another 189 cases Monday, according to the most recent
Florida Department of Health data. That’s down from 223 new cases
Sunday, but significantly up from the 22 cases reported three weeks
ago. Hillsborough’s total number of cases is now more than 4,000
including 3,967 residents and 62 nonresidents. Pinellas County added
136 new cases Monday, down from 154 Sunday and 165 Saturday, but
up from just seven reported three weeks ago. State officials have
attributed the rise in positive cases to increased testing capacity.


“Five NOAA hurricane hunter crew members test positive for
coronavirus in Lakeland” via Josh Fiallo of the Tampa Bay Times —
Five employees of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Hurricane Hunter team tested positive for coronavirus.
Jonathan Shannon, a spokesman for the reconnaissance base at
Lakeland Linder International Airport, said in a media release that the
five employees at the center tested positive for COVID-19 Friday. It is
unclear how the temporary loss of employees will affect future hurricane
missions. The Atlantic hurricane season began on June 1. Shannon
said that the base had been adhering to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s coronavirus guidelines, including social
distancing and working from home when possible.


“Rick Kriseman teases potential new COVID-19 precautions” via
Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — St. Petersburg may be poised
to reinstate some coronavirus-related restrictions as cases locally and
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statewide continue to rise to pre-reopening levels. Kriseman
announced Tuesday he was delaying his weekly COVID-19 update to
continue conversations with county leaders about the next local steps.
“It is clear the State of Florida is business as usual. I will be taking steps
to protect our city. In the meantime, mask up,” Kriseman wrote
Tuesday. He did not elaborate on potential plans.


“WWE testing staff for coronavirus after wrestler tested positive”
via Jon Alba of Bay News 9 — The WWE canceled a television taping
after one of its wrestlers tested positive for coronavirus. WWE
announced Monday that a developmental wrestler who attended
tapings in Orlando last week tested positive for coronavirus. The
company says it canceled Tuesday's taping so it could test all
personnel for coronavirus. The news sparked concern because, during
a taping Monday night, several friends and family members were
allowed into the facility. Several non-performers in attendance, who
said they underwent temperature checks before attending the tapings,
but were not tested for the virus. They also say they were not told they
needed to get tested like the others in attendance.


The WWE Performance Center in Orlando is dealing with a coronavirus breakout
after one of its wrestlers tested positive. Image via Bay News 9.


“WWE knocks down report fans were not allowed to wear masks at
taping” via Iliana Limon Romero of the Orlando Sentinel — WWE has
shut down taping at its performance center in Orange County for at
least one day after an unnamed developmental wrestler tested positive
for COVID-19. The company also pushed back against claims fans in
attendance for a Monday taping were not allowed to wear masks and
signed liability waivers stating they were aware they were at risk of
contracting coronavirus. “Fans have not been in attendance at WWE
events since March 13. Yesterday, a select number of friends and
family were permitted to attend WWE’s TV production," WWE said in a
statement. "These individuals were required to participate in medical



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjkldk-edrdjlhjd-ik/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjkldk-edrdjlhjd-iu/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjkldk-edrdjlhjd-dl/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjkldk-edrdjlhjd-dl/





screenings before entering the closed set at our training facility and
were kept apart from in-ring performers and production personnel.


  


“Mike Pence tells Governors to repeat misleading claim on
outbreaks” via The New York Times — Pence encouraged governors
to adopt the administration’s claim that increased testing helps account
for the new coronavirus outbreak reports, even though evidence has
shown that the explanation is misleading. On a call with the governors,
audio of which was obtained by The New York Times, Pence urged
them “to continue to explain to your citizens the magnitude of the
increase in testing” in addressing the new outbreaks. Seven-day
averages in several states with outbreaks have increased since May
31, and in at least 14 states, the positive case rate is increasing faster
than the increase in the average number of tests.


Corona nation
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VP Mike Pence appears to have been urging Governors to report inaccurate
coronavirus outbreak data.


“Coronavirus recommendations ignored as case numbers rise” via
Lenny Bernstein, Rachel Weiner and Joel Achenbach of The
Washington Post — Coronavirus infections continued to rise in many
parts of a divided nation, with public health recommendations under
attack from communities tired of staying home and officials eager to
restart local economies. Even as the number of infections rose and
hospital beds filled in some places, voices clamored for an end to
mandatory mask-wearing. And the relaxation of restrictions designed to
curb the novel coronavirus continued. Two associations of local health
officials released a statement warning that “public health department
officials and staff have been physically threatened and politically
scapegoated,” and “the vital work of public health departments is also
being challenged.”


“As U.S. nursing-home deaths reach 50,000, states ease
lockdowns” via Jon Kamp and Anna Wilde Mathews of The Wall Street
Journal — Nursing homes and other senior-care facilities have started
to allow more visits after a monthslong lockdown to protect vulnerable
residents from coronavirus infections, even as the pandemic’s death toll
tied to such places surpasses 50,000. Deaths among senior-care
center staff and residents appear to represent at least 40% of the
overall count of more than 116,000 U.S. fatalities related to COVID-19
as compiled by Johns Hopkins University. The pace of reopening elder-
care facilities is uneven around the U.S., with a patchwork of rules that
is frustrating some of their operators.


“House coronavirus task force launches probe into nursing
homes” via Kyle Cheney and Rachel Roubein of POLITICO — The
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House committee overseeing the federal response to the coronavirus
crisis is launching a sweeping investigation into the country's five
largest for-profit nursing home companies, demanding details about
their structure, executive compensation and preparedness for the
coronavirus crisis. House Majority Whip Jim Clyburn, who chairs the
coronavirus panel, sent letters to the federal Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, as well as the five companies, seeking reams of
information about whether CMS properly managed the outbreak in
nursing homes, ensuring that enough testing and supplies were
available. More than a quarter of the country's 115,000 coronavirus-
related deaths have been attributed to the spread in nursing homes.


“Cheap, widely available steroid called dexamethasone can
improve COVID-19 survival, researchers say” via Marilynn
Marchione of The Associated Press — Researchers in England said
they have the first evidence that a drug can improve COVID-19 survival:
A cheap, widely available steroid called dexamethasone reduced
deaths by up to one-third in severely ill hospitalized patients. The drug
was given either orally or through an IV. After 28 days, it had reduced
deaths by 35% in patients who needed treatment with breathing
machines and by 20% in those needing only supplemental oxygen. It
did not appear to help less ill patients. Even though the drug helps only
in severe cases, “countless lives will be saved globally,” said Nick
Cammack of Wellcome, a British charity that supports scientific
research.


“As leaders warned of U.S. meat shortages, overseas exports of
pork and beef continued” via Kyle Bagenstose of the USA Today —
As U.S. meat production plummeted in April following a rash of
coronavirus outbreaks and closures at processing plants across the
country, industry and political leaders sounded an alarm. Factory
closures were “pushing our country perilously close to the edge in terms
of our meat supply,” Kenneth Sullivan, CEO of Smithfield Foods, the
country’s largest pork producer, warned in a public message April 6. As
closures worsened three weeks later, John Tyson, chair of Tyson
Foods, put his name on a full-page ad in The Washington Post and The
New York Times warning that America’s “food supply chain is
breaking.”


“Canada-U. S. border to remain closed until July 21” via Maura
Forrest POLITICO — Prime Minister Justin Trudeau confirmed
Tuesday that the Canada-U. S. border closure on nonessential travel
will remain in place until July 21. The previous agreement was set to
expire Sunday. The extension is not a surprise. Media reports last week
suggested both countries were holding talks about prolonging the
border restrictions, and Canadian leaders have expressed little desire
to reopen the border this early in the recovery. While the border will
remain closed, Trudeau earlier this month announced a loosening of
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the restrictions to allow family members separated by the border to
reunite.


“Businesses ask patrons to waive right to sue if they get ill” via The
Associated Press — As businesses reopen across the U.S. after
coronavirus shutdowns, many are requiring customers and workers to
sign forms saying they won’t sue if they catch COVID-19. Businesses
fear they could be the target of litigation even if they adhere to safety
precautions from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and
state health officials. But workers' rights groups say the forms force
employees to sign away their rights should they get sick. The liability
waivers would protect businesses in states that don't have liability limits
or immunity from coronavirus-related lawsuits. Critics argue that liability
waivers open the door for corporations to skirt protocols like erecting
Plexiglas barriers, providing face masks and other protective
equipment, and keeping people the proper distance apart without
suffering any repercussions.


A mall in Oklahoma during the coronavirus shutdown. As businesses reopen,
many fearing lawsuits are requiring customers and employees to sign agreements


not to sue if they should catch COVID-19 on the job. Image via AP.


  


“Record gain in U.S. retail sales offers hope of faster recovery” via
Katia Dmitrieva and Olivia Rockeman of Bloomberg — American
consumers are getting their groove back as a record surge in May retail
sales offered some hope of quicker recovery from the pandemic-
induced recession. The 17.7% advance from the prior month, to $485
billion in receipts, was the biggest gain in data going back to 1992,
following unprecedented declines in the prior two months, according to
Commerce Department data. Stocks jumped as the May advance was
more than double the median projection, though optimism was


Corona economics
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tempered by tepid figures on industrial production along with fresh
concern about an acceleration in COVID-19 cases.


“Apple to reopen 75 more U.S. stores, including in New York” via
Mark Gurman of Bloomberg — Apple Inc. said it’s reopening 75 more
retail stores across the U.S. this week, including some locations in
major markets such as New York, Los Angeles and Boston. The
Cupertino, California-based technology giant shut all stores outside
China in March to help curb the spread of COVID-19. It started
reopening U.S. locations in May, and after this week’s moves, the
majority of the company’s 210 domestic stores will be back up and
running. Some of the stores reopening this week will have curbside
service only, but most will let shoppers inside with masks and other
social-distancing requirements. In New York, several locations,
including the Fifth Avenue, SoHo and Grand Central Station stores, will
only accept customers by appointment, Apple said.


Apple intends to reopen 75 more stores in the United States, including several in
New York. Image via AP.


“Hilton lays off 22% of corporate workers as hotels struggle
against COVID-19” via Sara DiNatale of the Tampa Bay Times —
Hilton will lay off 2,100 corporate employees, adding to existing cuts the
hotel chain has taken to curb the financial harm from COVID-19. The
hotel chain had already reduced hours, put employees on furlough and
cut executive pay. Those measures have been extended another three
months, the hotelier said in a news release. Hilton has more than 50
hotels in Tampa Bay alone. “Never in Hilton’s 101-year history has our
industry faced a global crisis that brings travel to a virtual standstill,”
Hilton president Christopher J. Nassetta said in a written statement.
“Hospitality will always be a business of people serving people, which is
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why I am devastated that to protect our business, we have been forced
to take actions that directly impact our Team Members.”


“More than 2.5 million Floridians have now filed for unemployment
since the pandemic began” via Drew Dixon of Florida Politics —
Unemployment applications amid the coronavirus pandemic broke 2.5
million this week, according to the Florida Department of Economic
Opportunity data reported Monday covering March 15-June 15. Of
those claims, about 2.3 million were unique and not duplicates. The
total number of claims is up about 400,000 from a week ago.
Meanwhile, the number of claims processed in Florida has increased to
about 2.2 million or 92.2%. The state has made payments to 1.39
million claimants in the past three months accounting for $6.28 billion in
payments since the start of the pandemic.


VISIT FLORIDA applies for federal grants — The state’s tourism
marketing arm, VISIT FLORIDA, has applied for $8 million in federal
tourism grants. As reported by Matt Dixon of POLITICO Florida, the
grant money would be directed to local governments for tourism
advertising. “The proposal will directly benefit local communities as they
work to bring jobs back,” CEO Dana Young told the VISIT FLORIDA
executive committee during a Monday meeting.


  


“‘Watch it on TV’: Gov. Andrew Cuomo OKs no-fan U.S. Open
tennis in NY” via Howard Fendrich of The Associated Press — New
York Gov. Cuomo gave the go-ahead Tuesday for the U.S. Open tennis
tournament to be held in his state starting in late August, but without
spectators, as part of the reopening from shutdowns caused by the
coronavirus pandemic. “You can watch it on TV and I’ll take that,”
Cuomo said at his daily briefing in Albany. Now that the U.S. Tennis


More corona
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Association’s proposal to hold its marquee event has been accepted,
including a “bubble” setup with designated hotels, limited player
entourages and a facility closed to the hundreds of thousands of people
who usually attend the U.S. Open, the key question becomes: Who
actually will end up competing on the blue hard courts in Flushing
Meadows from Aug. 31 to Sept. 13?


New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced the U.S. Open will be played in
Queens from Aug. 31 to Sept. 13, but without fans in attendance. Image via AP.
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Spotted — Pinellas County Sheriff Bob Gualtieri standing beside
Trump as he signed “Safe Policing for Safer Communities,” a police
reform executive order in the White House Rose Garden.


D.C. matters
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Pinellas County Sheriff Bob Gualtieri next to Trump as he signs a police reform
executive order. Image via Ryan Smith/@RyanReports/Twitter.


“‘Crazy ideas’: Rick Scott continues crusade against calls to
‘defund the police’” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics — Scott
continues to make political hay out of calls to defend the police, with a
Tuesday interview on Fox News providing the latest platform. The first-
term Republican blasted the “idea that we’re going to get more security
by getting rid of the police.” “We’ve got to fund our police. Are there bad
apples that do the wrong thing? Yes, absolutely,” Scott said. “We’ve got
to get rid of them.” Law enforcement, Scott added, is “disgusted by
what happened” with Floyd, thus far the only single victim of murder by
cop that Florida’s junior Senator has acknowledged. But they still need
money, he said.


“Investigation into Alcee Hastings’ employment of longtime
girlfriend ends — after panel learns they got married” via Anthony
Man of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — U.S. Rep. Hastings’ longtime
romantic relationship with his highest-paid congressional aide led to an
ethics investigation, which has now ended with investigators learning
the couple got married. Patricia Williams, currently the chief of staff for
Hastings’ office in his Broward-Palm Beach County district, and
Hastings have been personally involved for decades. The change in
society’s attitudes toward employer-employee relationships and
emergence of the #MeToo movement, in which powerful men in
business, politics and the media came under new scrutiny for forcing
women into sex, prompted a House rule change that prohibited sexual
relationships between members of Congress and their employees.


“Prosecutor who withdrew from Roger Stone case to testify about
DOJ” via Kyle Cheney and Leah Nylen of POLITICO — One of four
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prosecutors who withdrew from the case of longtime Trump ally Stone
after Justice Department leaders intervened in his sentencing, Aaron
Zelinsky, is prepared to testify before the House Judiciary Committee
next week, Chairman Jerry Nadler revealed Tuesday. Nadler issued
two subpoenas, one for Zelinsky and one for DOJ antitrust prosecutor
John Elias, describing both as "whistleblowers." They'll appear
alongside Donald Ayer, a former deputy attorney general in President
George H.W. Bush's Justice Department, who is expected to speak
broadly about the importance of an independent Justice Department.


“Kionne McGhee wants congressional hearings to help to ‘protect
the vote’” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — House Democratic
Leader McGhee wrote a letter to members of the Florida congressional
delegation urging them to hold hearings to ensure the nation’s polling
sites are properly staffed this November. The letter was addressed to
U.S. Reps. Val Demings, Ted Deutch, Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, Matt
Gaetz and Greg Steube. McGhee also sent the letter to DeSantis.
McGhee suggested a portion of the state’s National Guard be trained
on how to serve as poll workers on Election Day. “They should be ready
for deployment — dressed in civilian clothes and protective gear — and
be on standby, particularly in the major metropolitan areas where the
longest delays or unforeseen poll closings might occur,” he wrote.


  


“Gov. DeSantis promises big cuts to state budget” via Jim Turner of
News Service of Florida — DeSantis said Tuesday he will soon slash
enough spending from the state’s proposed $93.2 billion budget to keep
lawmakers from having to address a coronavirus-fueled loss in tax
revenues before the November elections. “There’s going to be a lot
more vetoes, there'll be a lot of red,” DeSantis told reporters during a
late afternoon news conference. Lawmakers passed a record spending
plan in March for the fiscal year that starts July 1, but DeSantis has line-
item veto power. With two weeks until the fiscal year begins, DeSantis
said his office has already been targeting cuts, identifying areas in
agency budgets that can be held back on a quarterly basis and
allocating federal stimulus dollars to cover pandemic-related costs.


Statewide
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Large budget cuts are on the horizon, says Ron DeSantis.


“After long legislative road, E-Verify awaits DeSantis’ signature” via
Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Legislation increasing requirements
for employers to check the immigration status for new workers has
been sent to the Governor’s desk. The bill arrives with a Senate number
but bears language from a companion bill passed in the House. The
legislation puts requirements for private employers to confirm work
eligibility for hires, but allows use of either the federal E-Verify database
or the collection of I-9 forms, basically allowing a business to accept
evidence from workers indicating they can legally work in the United
States. In the House, Rep. Cord Byrd shepherded the proposal,
marking the first time any E-Verify legislation so much as made it
through a first committee.


“Sunscreen ban preemption hits Governor’s desk” via Renzo
Downey of Florida Politics — DeSantis will soon cast his decision on
whether to block local bans on sunscreen sales. After Key West banned
the sale of certain sunblocks over fears some chemicals could degrade
coral reefs, lawmakers filed legislation that would overrule that and
future bans. The city had qualms with the effects of component
ingredients oxybenzone and octinoxate on the largest coral reef on the
continent. Stuart and Miami Beach have mulled similar bans. Rep.
Spencer Roach, the bill’s House sponsor, noted DeSantis’ veto on last
year’s plastic straw preemption fight, with DeSantis doubting a
“compelling state interest” for the straw ban. Legislation this year
preempting local vacation rental regulations died after the Governor
voiced his reluctance on such a law.


“Nassau County’s failed extortion attempt is costing taxpayers
nearly $400K & climbing” via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — The
Circuit Court of the 4th Judicial District weighed in on June 10 regarding
the argument of who is responsible for funding and maintaining parks



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjkldk-edrdjlhjd-kh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjkldk-edrdjlhjd-kk/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjkldk-edrdjlhjd-ku/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjkldk-edrdjlhjd-ul/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhjkldk-edrdjlhjd-ul/





within the East Nassau Community Planning Area (ENCPA). Circuit
Judge James H. Daniel granted partial summary judgment in favor of
Raydient and the ENCPA. The complaint filed by Raydient and the
depositions and testimony that followed uncovered a series of Florida’s
Public Records Act and Florida’s Government in the Sunshine Law
violations by some in Nassau County. While there isn’t an exact dollar
figure yet, it’s clear Nassau County has spent a lot of taxpayer money
essentially dragging their feet on what they should have been doing all
along.


“Tampa-Orlando I-4 project gets $10M in federal transportation
funding” via Veronica Brezina-Smith of the Tampa Bay Business
Journal — Commuters traveling between Tampa and Orlando will be
able to experience high-tech communication in real-time for traffic
conditions along the Interstate 4 corridor after the U.S. Department of
Transportation awarded millions of dollars toward a project. The project
will deploy an advanced system consisting of next-generation traffic
incident management and vehicle-to-infrastructure technologies. The
project will allow travelers in the I-4 FRAME system to receive a variety
of traffic, weather, intersection signal timing and other mobility-related
messages in real-time.
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“Trump’s 2020 polls are getting worse. Here’s proof.” via Aaron
Blake of The Washington Post — A couple of weeks ago, a poll shook
the 2020 race. It showed former Vice President Joe Biden, who had
just officially secured the delegates he needs to become the
Democratic nominee, leading Trump by a remarkable 12 points in all-
important Michigan. A poll that was conducted in the same period as
the earlier Michigan poll, but a day later by the same pollster, showing
that Biden’s margin was actually 16 points. That’s within the margin of
error of the other poll, so it doesn’t necessarily mean that Trump’s
numbers deteriorated that week.


2020
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Donald Trump’s 2020 polls keep getting worse, particularly in places where he
needs the most support. Image via Bloomberg.


“Trump tries to plot a political comeback based on the economy.
Joe Biden says not so fast.” via Sean Sullivan and Ashley Parker of
The Washington Post — Trump’s advisers are trying to plot a political
turnaround centered on his stewardship of the economy, seeking to
exploit a rare issue on which voters trust him as much as Biden and
vowing to usher in the “great American comeback” after the country
plunged into a financial free fall on his watch. Biden, under growing
pressure from Democratic allies to wage a more aggressive rebuttal,
plans to sharpen his economic focus in the coming weeks with the
rollout of new proposals to stimulate job creation.


“Liberal groups slam Biden’s response to police protest
movement, warning he risks losing support from black voters” via
Annie Linskey of The Washington Post — More than 50 liberal groups
signed a letter to presumptive Democratic presidential nominee Biden
criticizing his response to the emerging protest movement against
police brutality, warning that failing to embrace a more aggressive
agenda risks alienating the African American voters he needs to win the
election. The letter pointed to Biden’s recent promise to add $300
million for community policing programs, a plan that activists. The letter,
which LaTosha Brown, the head of Black Voters Matter, said was first
organized by several black-led groups, warned Biden that he needs to
move more forcefully to remedy what they see as the ugly legacy of
policies he pushed.


“Senior black elected Florida Democrat wants Joe Biden to pick
African American running mate — but Florida’s Val Demings isn’t
on his list” via Anthony Man of the Orlando Sentinel — U.S. Rep.
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Hastings said that Democratic presidential candidate Biden should pick
an African American running mate. His recommendation: U.S. Sen.
Kamala Harris of California, who unsuccessfully sought the
presidential nomination herself. Not on his list: U.S. Rep. Demings, his
colleague from Orlando. Hastings, who represents parts of Broward and
Palm Beach counties, is the longest-serving member of Congress from
Florida and a senior member of the Congressional Black Caucus.


“Demings stresses police experience, personal history with racism
as vice-presidential credentials” via Steven Lemongello of the
Orlando Sentinel — U.S. Rep. Demings made her case Tuesday why
her experiences as both an African American woman and Orlando
police chief could be what the Democratic presidential ticket needs this
year, despite questions about police brutality during her tenure. In a
conference call with Democratic National Committee chair Tom Perez
and state party chair Terrie Rizzo marking the five-year anniversary of
Trump’s 2016 campaign, Demings said a victory for Trump in
November would mean “surviving four more years of divisiveness and
complete chaos.” The call came shortly after Trump announced he
would sign an executive order that would create a federal database of
police officers with a history of using excessive force.


“Elizabeth Warren’s outreach to black voters could help VP
standing” via Will Weisert of The Associated Press — Shortly before
Warren joined their virtual happy hour on a recent Friday afternoon, the
five African American women co-hosting the #TheSipHour mused about
calling her by her first name. Such overtures could help Warren’s bid to
become Biden’s running mate. The presumptive Democratic nominee is
under mounting pressure to pick a black woman in the wake of recent
outrage over racial injustice and police brutality. But some black leaders
say Warren’s progressive politics, economic populism and specific
policy proposals addressing everything from maternal mortality to the
coronavirus could put her in a strong position.


  


“Counties pull together to secure 10K hotel rooms in two days for
Republican Convention” via Scott Johnson of News4Jax.com —
Thousands of hotel rooms throughout Northeast Florida needed to be
secured before the Republican National Convention heads to
Jacksonville for Trump’s renomination speech. Clay, Duval, Flagler,
Nassau and St. Johns counties pulled together to get the needed
10,000 rooms in just two days. Michael Corrigan, the president of Visit
Jacksonville, said his office was contacted by Curry’s office with the
request. “If you had told me when the request first came in that we were
going to be able to secure 10,000 hotel rooms, a written commitment
for 10,000 hotel rooms in 48 hours, I would’ve said no way,” Corrigan
said. “But that’s exactly what the region did.”


Convention countdown
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“These Jax Beach restaurants and bars have closed due to
coronavirus concerns” via Mindy Wadley of First Coast News — With
several patrons and employees of Jacksonville Beaches-area bars and
restaurants being diagnosed with COVID-19 in the days following the
reopening of bars in Florida, several businesses are opting to close
shop. Many are having their facilities deep cleaned and sanitized and
requiring employees to be tested for the novel coronavirus.


Three Jacksonville Beach bars close for deep cleaning after employees tested
positive for coronavirus. Image via First Coast News.


“DUUUUUVAL” via Steve Schale — With the Republican National
Convention headed to Jacksonville, I figured this was an opportunity to
write about my favorite part of Florida. This isn’t a piece about whether
it is a good idea for the convention to come to Jacksonville, rather this
is a piece to provide some context and history to the political climate of
the region. There is an immense amount of history here, even before
Gardner Minshew arrived in 2019. Northeast Florida is Florida’s First
Coast. Home to the Timucua people, Ponce De Leon landed here in
1513, somewhere near modern-day St. Augustine, and named the
place “La Florida” — or as former Gov. Charlie Crist rightly calls it, the
state with the prettiest name.


  


“Stan Van Gundy weighs in for Patricia Sigman in SD 9 race” via
Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Van Gundy is adding celebrity clout
to the support of Democrat Sigman‘s bid for Senate District 9. Van
Gundy, former coach of the Miami Heat, the Detroit Pistons and the
Magic, declared his endorsement for Sigman Tuesday in a news
release issued by her campaign. Van Gundy coached the Magic from
2007-2012, the team’s last heyday era, and remains popular throughout
the Orlando area. He and his wife Kim Van Gundy live in Lake Mary,


More from the trail
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within SD 9, which covers Seminole County and parts of southern
Volusia County. They are active in a variety of charitable organizations.


Ex-Orlando Magic coach Stan Van Gundy is adding a little star power to
the support of Democrat Patricia Sigman‘s bid for SD 9.


“Was Senate Democratic leadership pushing a candidate out of SD
27 race?” Via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Is it better for
Democrats to run a candidate in a red district or to have an open
primary and elect the more moderate option? Rachel Brown, the
Democrat running in SD 27, would not identify anybody by name, but
confirmed Democratic elites in Tallahassee pressed her to sit out the
race. Sources say Sen. Gary Farmer, who is expected to lead the
Democratic caucus after the 2020 elections, was the one encouraging
Brown to drop out. So why would the person set to become Senate
President if Democrats win a majority try and essentially cede a district
to the GOP? Sources confirm Farmer himself tried to lobby Brown,
though she would not say who spoke to her.


“Former HD 103 candidate Frank Mingo backs Tom Fabricio in
2020 contest” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Mingo is backing
Fabricio as he attempts to unseat Rep. Cindy Polo. “Tom Fabricio is
far and away the strongest conservative candidate in this race,” said
Mingo, who also formerly served as the Miami Lakes Vice Mayor. “I
have been impressed with Tom’s work ethic, his dedication to our
community, and his unwavering commitment to conservative values.
There’s no doubt in my mind he will be elected and will serve our district
proudly.” Nelson Rodriguez, the current Miami Lakes Vice Mayor, is
competing against Fabricio for the Republican nod. Mingo was the GOP
nominee in 2018 and was the strongest fundraiser throughout the race.
However, he came up short in the general election, losing to Polo
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53%-47%.


“Bonita Springs mayor says he will not run for reelection” via
Thaddeus Mast of the Naples Daily News — Peter Simmons, mayor of
Bonita Springs and a former city councilor, will not be running for a
second term as a city leader. He wants to spend more time with his
family, Simmons said in an email. “For those individuals who know me,
truly know me, they understand that I look forward to not missing any
future father-daughter events and (parents' weekends) at Florida State
University in Tallahassee, or any of our son’s home and road college
football games starting the fall of 2021,” Simmons' email states.
Councilor Jesse Purdon, a longtime friend of Simmons', said the
mayor leaving after one term shows Simmons' commitment to Bonita
Springs.


  


“There isn’t a coronavirus ‘second wave’” via Mike Pence for The
Wall Street Journal — In recent days, the media has taken to sounding
the alarm bells over a “second wave” of coronavirus infections. Such
panic is overblown. Thanks to the leadership of President Trump and
the courage and compassion of the American people, our public health
system is far stronger than it was four months ago, and we are winning
the fight against the invisible enemy. While talk of an increase in cases
dominates cable news coverage, more than half of states are actually
seeing cases decline or remain stable. The truth is that we’ve made
great progress over the past four months, and it’s a testament to the
leadership of President Trump.


Top opinion


  Opinions
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“Black Lives Matter. What it means. Why here. And why now.” via
Scott Maxwell of the Orlando Sentinel — Long before protesters
marched in Washington or Minneapolis, people were angry about a
case just 40 minutes north of Disney World. You probably remember
Trayvon Martin. But you may not remember why the outcry began. Not
because a jury acquitted his killer but because, long before that, people
wondered whether anyone cared that the 17-year-old was dead. Weeks
had passed since Trayvon had been killed on a nighttime run to 7-
Eleven for candy and a canned drink. He was unarmed. And authorities
had charged no one with a crime and released few details. That was
when, for the first time I found in a newspaper, someone uttered the
phrase “black lives matter” — not as a protest chant, but rather as a
desperate plea.


  


Members of a group called Physicians for Social Responsibility are
calling on DeSantis to make face masks mandatory for people
gathering in public places. Three of those doctors will explain why.


Today's Sunrise
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Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— The doctors’ call to “mask up” came as Florida shattered the one-day
record in COVID-19 cases … adding 2,783 Tuesday. There have now
been at least 3,085 fatalities in Florida — 55 more than the day before.
Sunrise hears from both the Governor and the chair of the Florida
Democratic Party


— Trump is issuing an executive order on police standards, responding
to Black Lives Matter protests. Orlando-area Congresswoman Demings
welcomes the idea of a national database of bad cops, but it’s not
mandatory. Critics say the executive order is only window dressing for
the campaign.


— The latest in Florida Man, who quit his job at Publix after being told
he could not wear a protective mask with the letters BLM.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“Miami Dolphins’ drive-in movie theater at Hard Rock Stadium to
open Friday with ‘Selma,’ Super Bowl VII” via Ben Crandell of the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The drive-in movie theater at Hard Rock
Stadium will make its debut Friday, June 19, with the timely Juneteenth
screening of Ava DuVernay’s critically lauded 2014 civil-rights drama
“Selma.” The film will be shown on four large video boards inside the
stadium for an audience in cars parked on the field, home to the Miami


Aloe
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Dolphins and Miami Hurricanes, as well as on a large screen outside for
fans set up on the Fountain Plaza. The film will begin at 7:15 p.m. at
both venues.


Miami Dolphins' Hard Rock Stadium is becoming a drive-in movie theater.


  


Best wishes to Republican political consultant Brett Doster, Donna
Main, the very talented Kristin Piccolo, Toby Philpot, Sharon
Smoley, the Vice President of Advocacy and Public Policy for the
Orlando Economic Partnership.


Happy birthday
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From: Bari, Chowdhury F
To: Epstein, Samantha
Cc: DL CHD16 COVID19 Leadership
Subject: Fw: Associated Press Request -- Story about Defunding of Public Health
Date: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 1:40:37 PM
Attachments: Outlook-mkyadouv.png


Outlook-A screensh.png
Outlook-A screensh.png


Good afternoon Samantha, 


Would you be able to follow up on the email below and reach out to him . Also attached are the thread of emails leading to the last email. 


Just a quick background:


Dr. Sunil Joshi,  President, Duval County Medical Society Foundation, contacted us for information on COVID and I spoke to him to provide the links to the publicly available website and data.
Jason Dearson, an AP investigative journalist, through Dr. Joshi's reference, called me yesterday with the request below. I informed him that I will forward this information to our PIO per DOH policies. 


Thanks.
Sincerely,
Bari


From: Dearen, Jason H. <JDearen@ap.org>
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 6:12 PM
To: Bari, Chowdhury F <Chowdhury.Bari@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Associated Press Request -- Story about Defunding of Public Health
 
Hi Bari,
Thanks for speaking with me. I am working on a data-driven story looking at the effect of years of budget cuts to public health in Florida. Our data shows severe cuts in funding, and a shrinking public health workforce in Duval County, and around the state. I am working with reporters from Kaiser Health
News, and this would be part of a continuing series of stories about U.S. struggling public health agencies.
 
Here’s the latest: https://apnews.com/018418613ce547e0315b9a1a862c0874
 
Given the surge of COVID-19 cases in Duval County weeks before the Republican National Convention, we’d like to focus our next story in Jacksonville.
 
My request: I would like to spend an hour with an epidemiologist in Duval County to give readers a sense of how overwhelmed local public health agencies are due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Ideally I could shadow this person while they are contact tracing, or just going about a busy day trying to keep
up with the rising case counts. I don’t need a lot of time distracting this person from their work – I just want to be a fly on the wall so I can tell their story during this important time.
 
I would want to do this next week, if possible. This Thursday or Friday would work too.
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.


Regards,
Jason Dearen
415-412-8811
 
Jason Dearen | AP Investigative Journalist | Signal: +1-415-412-8811 | Twitter: @JHDearen
 
The information contained in this communication is intended for the use of the designated recipients named above. If the reader of this communication is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error, and that any review,
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify The Associated Press immediately by telephone at +1-212-621-1500 and delete this email. Thank you.


From: Bari, Chowdhury F
Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2020 2:22 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov>
Subject: FW: COVID Numbers
 
Just a situational awareness.
 


From: Bari, Chowdhury F 
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2020 6:03 PM
To: 'sjoshi@jaxallergists.com' <sjoshi@jaxallergists.com>
Subject: COVID Numbers
 
Good afternoon Dr. Joshi,
 
It was a pleasure speaking to you. Feel free to contact us for any questions, we will be glad to assist you or direct you to the right resource or person.
 
I know you are already aware and seeing the data daily, but here are the links for the publicly available data.
 
COVID Dashboard
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/96dd742462124fa0b38ddedb9b25e429
 
Florida COVID19 Response
https://floridahealthcovid19.gov/
 
CDC
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/index.html
 
We appreciate all your work to stop the spread of infection.
 
Sincerely,
Bari
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2020 9:14 AM
To: Bari, Chowdhury F <Chowdhury.Bari@flhealth.gov>; Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Re: Epidemiologists with the DOH
 
Sounds good.  Thanks.
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From: Bari, Chowdhury F <Chowdhury.Bari@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2020 8:09 AM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>; Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: Epidemiologists with the DOH
 
Good morning Dr. Rolle,
 
I will follow up with him. I will consult with Scott prior to calling him to get more familiar our local data system.
 
Sincerely,
Bari
 
Bari
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2020 7:11 AM
To: Bari, Chowdhury F <Chowdhury.Bari@flhealth.gov>; Turner, Scott M <Scott.Turner@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Epidemiologists with the DOH
 
Who do you want me to connect him with? Bari would you be able to speak to him?


Pauline J. Rolle, MD, MPH, CPH
Interim Health Officer
Medical Executive Director
DOH-Duval


Get Outlook for Android
 


From: Sunil Joshi <sjoshi@jaxallergists.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2020 11:25:03 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>; Murphy, Jacqueline <Jacqueline.Murphy@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Epidemiologists with the DOH
 
Hello Dr. Rolle,
 
I hope that you are doing well. I was wondering if you could connect me with an epidemiologist at the DOH-Duval? Just trying to learn more about the numbers that we are seeing everyday regarding COVID19.
 
Thank you!
Sunil
 
Sunil Joshi, MD, FACAAI
President, Family Allergy Asthma Consultants
President, Duval County Medical Society Foundation
Co-Chair, 904 Mission One Million
Office: 904-636-9100
Cell: 904-708-2673
Jaxallergists.com
 



https://aka.ms/ghei36
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From: Merlin Helpdesk
To: DL DCBE Merlin Users
Subject: COVID Lab Entry Assistance - Update
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 2:25:34 PM
Importance: High


Good afternoon,
 


 


 


 


 


 
Thank you!
 


From: Merlin Helpdesk 
Sent: Monday, July 06, 2020 10:03 AM
Subject: COVID Lab Entry Assistance
 
Good morning,
 


 
Thank you,
 
Merlin Helpdesk












From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Delegation  for 6.26.20: Police reform  — health emergency  — mask order  — Gaetz  — bus belts


Date: Friday, June 26, 2020 2:45:23 PM


  


After numerous legitimate protests surrounding an unacceptable loss of
life, followed by injury and property damage into the billions due to
street violence, the nation is no closer to enacting reform in the way
police interact with minority communities. The week began with some
hope, but that was dashed by midweek.


The House introduced the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act,
sponsored by California Democrat Karen Bass, more than two weeks
ago. Included were bans on chokeholds, no-knock warrants for drug
arrests, and made prosecuting or suing police officers easier.
Delegation Democrats joined the rest of the Democratic caucus as co-
sponsors.


POLICE REFORM DEAD?
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South Carolina Republican Sen. Tim Scott, accompanied by Republican senators
speaks at a news conference to announce a Republican police reform bill. Image


via AP.


Senate Republicans, led by Tim Scott of South Carolina, introduced
the Justice Act. The bill limited the use of chokeholds, called for the
collection of more data on the use of no-knock warrants and funded
greater use of body-worn cameras, but did not remove qualified
immunity against civil lawsuits. Sen. Marco Rubio was among 48 GOP
co-sponsors.


Soon after the launch of the Justice Act, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
said both chambers could pass their respective bills and go to
conference. It prompted Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell to
“hope Senate Democrats will listen to the Democratic Speaker.”


Pelosi must have heard from the far left within her party because, on
the eve of the vote in the Senate, she described the GOP’s efforts to
move Scott’s bill in stark terms.


"So far, they're trying to get away with murder, actually,” she said on
CBS Radio. “The murder of George Floyd."


When asked by MSNBC, she refused to apologize. In that instance,
she acted similarly to the President, who is not known for taking back
incendiary comments.


On the floor, Scott and fellow Republicans urged Democrats to let the
bill come to the floor for debate, where they said it could be amended,
and then proceed to conference if it passed. In the end, the vote was
55-45, five votes shy of overcoming the Democratic filibuster.
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Rubio said the filibuster is all about the November elections.


“And if people are reporting the truth, they will report that,” he told Fox
News’ Martha McCallum. “Because to argue that we can’t even begin
to debate and make changes to a bill, that I think they would have
passed a lot of their amendments, by the way, you can’t make that
argument with a straight face, but that’s what they did.”


The following day, the House passed the bill named after the man
whose death sparked a movement. Miami Gardens Democrat
Frederica Wilson called it “a bold first step,” while Democratic Rep.
Kathy Castor of Tampa said it “answers the widespread calls to reform
police practices.”


Rep. Val Demings, an Orlando Democrat and former police chief,
described it as “a national moment,” and joined many of her colleagues
demanding the Senate to “meet this moment.” Democratic Rep.
Stephanie Murphy of Winter Park said, “the Senate must now take up
this bill or put forth their own meaningful proposal,” joining the chorus
that the Scott bill was insufficient.


If McConnell is true to his word and the House bill dies, all there is to
show after Floyd’s death is an executive order by President Donald
Trump, which can only direct federal law enforcement and incentivize
state and local law enforcement.


Now what?


  


Among the many things the COVID-19 pandemic exposed: A shortage
in the health care workforce and the strain it is placing on the system.
Rubio has joined with Illinois Democratic Sen. Dick Durbin to restore
the ability to respond to a surge and develop a pipeline to address
health care shortages.


Durbin has sponsored, and Rubio co-sponsored, America’s Health
Care Readiness Act, legislation designed to provide a historic
investment in the National Health Service Corps (NHSC), Nurse Corps,
and National Disaster Medical System (NDMS) programs.


The bill’s goal is to bolster health emergency surge capacity and restore
the pipeline of physicians, nurses, and other health professionals that
will address existing health workforce shortages throughout our country.


“The coronavirus pandemic has revealed a serious vulnerability in our
nation’s supply chain for critical medical supplies, as well as the need to
bolster our primary emergency health response workforce — especially


HEALTH EMERGENCY RESPONSE
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in underserved and minority communities,” Rubio said.


Marco Rubio says the pandemic exposed weaknesses in America's health care
system. Image via AP.


“As health care professionals across our country continue to battle
COVID-19 on the front lines, it’s up to Congress to step up and match
their heroism, which is exactly what the Strengthening America’s Health
Care Readiness Act does.”


A recent report last week from the Government Accountability Office
(GAO) found that the NDMS does not have the planning in place to
ensure a workforce capable of responding to nationwide or multiple
concurrent health events. The report also revealed that the NDMS
workforce of emergency responders is only a fraction of its target
amount.


The Senators said the U.S. is projected to have critical shortages in
doctors and nurses over the coming decade that can affect both urban
and rural communities. The bill would provide emergency surge funding
to restore the workforce pipeline and create an Emergency Service
Corps to ensure a proper amount of professionals are available to
respond to a health crisis.


  


Delegation Democrats have heaped criticism on Gov. Ron DeSantis
from the early days of the COVID-19 outbreak. They repeatedly called
for a statewide lockdown order in the early stages, blasted the many
problems surrounding the state’s unemployment system, and warned


MASK ORDER DEMANDED
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against a “rushed reopening.”


This week, all 13 Democrats signed a letter demanding he issue a
statewide order to wear masks in public. They acknowledge some
communities have made such an order, but say it must be required
around the state.


“Floridians need strong, universal guidance from you during this time of
uncertainty. We need to hear from you, clearly and unequivocally, that
wearing a mask in public is a requirement,” they wrote. “In saying so,
you will be making a statement, driven by scientific data, that each
individual has an urgent and integral role to play in slowing the spread
of this virus.”


Delegation Democrats are demanding Ron DeSantis issue a statewide mask
order. Image via AP.


Most Republicans have advocated wearing masks in public, but have
not called for a statewide order, instead urging “personal responsibility.”
While discussing the topic this week, Rubio said: “Everyone should just
wear a damn mask.”


The call to demand the wearing of masks comes within the context of
the announcement the Democratic National Convention will be an all-
virtual gathering. With significant portions of the Republican National
Convention coming to Jacksonville, Sen. Rick Scott says the
organizers must “figure out” social distancing, adding “we have to wear
masks,” unlike many in the recent Trump rallies held in Tulsa,
Oklahoma and Phoenix, Arizona.


Democratic Rep. Ted Deutch of Boca Raton summed up the demands
of his colleagues in a tweet with a simple message. “Not sure what’s
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wrong with this: No shoes. No shirt. No mask. No service.”


  


Three days after Trump’s campaign rally in Tulsa, the President was in
Arizona looking at completed sections of the border wall. He also held a
Students for Trump rally at a Phoenix megachurch.


The President is always the last to speak at these rallies, following
“warmup” speakers designed to get the audience ready for the main
event. Among those filling that portion of the program was Rep. Matt
Gaetz, who successfully filled his role as he discussed displaying pride
in being an American.


Matt Gaetz was the warmup act for the President during an Arizona appearance.
Image via AP.


Quoting former President Calvin Coolidge, Gaetz told the crowd, “‘As
Americans, we are the peers of kings,’ and I don’t think it’s a bad thing
that we start acting like it. Some may call that ‘male privilege,’ or ‘white
privilege,’” the Fort Walton Beach Republican said.


“You know what? Those terms are just racist terms to try to tell people
to shut up, and we’re done being quiet!” Gaetz said to the appreciative
audience.


“I reject the notion of ‘White privilege’ or ‘Black privilege’ or any other
type of privilege. We are all unified in one American privilege that we
should be proud of and fight for with everything we have!” Gaetz
exclaimed as the crowd roared its approval.


GAETZ’ OPENING ACT
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Those attending were adequately warmed up for 75 minutes of the
President in campaign mode tackling immigration, the rule of law, the
Russia investigation, and several other topics.


  


Secretary of the Interior David Bernhardt was recently in North Florida,
joining Rep. Neal Dunn and members of the American Sportfishing
Association (ASA) for a visit to “Half Hitch,” a Panama City tackle shop.
The event focused on the importance of the sportfishing industry as
recreation and as part of Florida commerce.


Recognizing the current climate, a broader discussion included how the
COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the outdoor industry and ways that
the federal government has worked to grant increased boating and
fishing access.


The recently expanded recreational red snapper season was a point
of discussion, prompting Dunn to praise Bernhardt’s efforts and
cooperation with the industry.


From left: Rep. Neal Dunn, Sec. David Bernhardt, Tom Putnam (Owner, Half
Hitch), Kellie Ralston (Southeast Fisheries Policy Director, ASA). Image via


American Sportfishing Association.


“He’s working with us on a long-term plan for managing that so it’s
sustainable, but also gives us access to the recreational fisherman and
plenty of sustainability to the commercial market,” the Panama City
Republican told local radio during a recent appearance.


During the visit, Bernhardt also referred to the recent passage of the
Great American Outdoors Act by the U.S. Senate and the importance
of supporting public lands and waters.


“We appreciate Secretary Bernhardt and Congressman Dunn visiting


FISHING EXPEDITION
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Half Hitch to see firsthand the importance of the sportfishing industry in
Florida and relate how they’re working to expand access on federal
lands for boaters and anglers across the nation,” said Kellie Ralston,
ASA’s Southeast Fisheries Policy director.


Florida, often called the “Fishing Capital of the World,” generates $11.5
billion in economic impact, supports more than 106,000 jobs and
contributes over $56 million to state conservation efforts through license
fees and special taxes on boat fuel and equipment.


  


This week marked the 70th anniversary of the beginning of the Korean
War and the partnership with South Korea that remains strong today.
American military personnel was involved in combat action against
North Korean and Chinese forces, costing the lives of more than 36,000
Americans.


Rep. Ted Yoho, the ranking member of the House subcommittee
overseeing Asia and the Pacific, joined with that committee’s
chairperson, California Democrat Ami Bera, to introduce a House
resolution commemorating those who served and highlighting the
seven decadeslong friendship with South Korea.


The resolution cites the “1,789,000 United States soldiers, sailors,
airmen, and marines (who) served in theater,” those who gave their
lives, and the 7,500 listed as missing in action.


Ted Yoho is grateful for the strong relationship between the U.S. and South
Korea.


SOUTH KOREA LAUDED
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“For seven decades, the alliance and friendship between South Korea
and the United States has remained unbreakable,” Yoho said in a news
release announcing the resolution. “Our shared democratic values and
desire for peace through strength are important linchpins for prosperity
in Northeast Asia.”


Near its conclusion, the resolution gives thanks to the South Koreans
for their donation of masks and the manufacture and distribution of test
kits to assist the U.S. in responding to the COVID-19 virus.


“I am proud to co-lead this resolution to commemorate this significant
anniversary and reaffirm the commitment between our two great
nations,” added Yoho.


  


Even before the hurricane season officially began, two named storms
had already formed while a third headed toward the U.S. in early June.
Arthur, Bertha did not do major damage, but their timing brought about
a call to expand the system from its current dates of June 1 through
November 30.


Murphy wrote to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), calling for the starting date of the hurricane season to be
moved back to May 15. She mentioned not only the three this year,
but at least one named storm has formed before June 1 over the past
six years.


Stephanie Murphy looking to start hurricane season two weeks early.


“This presents a practical problem, because government officials and
residents in hurricane-prone states use this season to inform their


EARLIER HURRICANE SEASON
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funding choices, public awareness campaigns, and preparation
decisions,” she wrote. “Accordingly, an official season that does not
accurately predict major storm activity could result in readiness being
compromised and people and property being harmed.”


NOAA spokesman Christopher Vaccaro said the agency received
Murphy’s letter and looked forward to discussing the topic with her.


While the early disturbances in the recent past cannot be denied, some
in the scientific community believe their lower intensity means a call for
change is premature. They point to Hurricane Alma in 1970 as the only
hurricane to develop before June 1.


“I don’t think there is any reason to lengthen the hurricane season,
since we haven’t had a hurricane in May in 50 years,” Colorado State
University research scientist Phil Klotzbach said.


  


The issue of children wearing safety belts while riding in school buses
has been a focus of Rep. Charlie Crist. This week, the St. Petersburg
Democrat reintroduced legislation from 2017 that renews the call for
requiring seat belts.


The Best to Use Safety Belts (BUS) Act looks to enhance school bus
safety by requiring new buses to be equipped with safety belts and
provide grants to upgrade existing buses. Crist has advocated this
cause since serving in the Florida Senate, where he successfully
steered legislation through the Florida legislature requiring safety belts.


“Installing seat belts on school buses nationwide is a common sense,
simple fix to secure the safety of the millions of students whose families
rely on the bus to get their children to and from school,” Crist said in a
news release announcing the bill.


BELTS ON THE BUS
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Charlie Crist wants schoolchildren to buckle up on buses.


“Districts across Florida have seen the benefits of safety belts on school
buses, and now it’s time that students in communities across the
country are protected. I thank the NSC (National Safety Council) for
continuing to lend their support to this legislation and look forward to
seeing safety belts on school buses become the law of the land.”


Specifically, the bill will prohibit a person from manufacturing for sale,
selling, introducing into interstate commerce, or importing into the U.S.
a school bus that is not equipped with lap and shoulder belts for each
passenger.


The safety program would be administered through the Department of
Transportation (DOT), who may also make a competitive grant to a
state or local education agency to retrofit a school bus with seat belts.
Also, school districts could make a separate safety upgrade that
demonstrably decreases the risk of injury or death in the event of an
impact or rollover.


The legislation is co-sponsored by Tennessee Democrat Steve Cohen.


  


Trump’s rhetoric or off-the-cuff responses to questions have often led to
trouble and a less frequent walk-back of those comments (see “Maduro
meeting” below). At other times, he stands by those comments, such as
one made during last week’s rally in Tulsa, where he said that he
ordered coronavirus testing to slow down because it was revealing
too many positive results.


Many Republicans cringed again, but Democrats and most of the
national media pounced on the remark. Senior aides said the comment


SLOW DOWN TESTING?
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was made in jest, but Trump himself said two days later that he was
quite serious, adding “I don’t kid.”


“(Trump’s) inability to take #COVID19 seriously from the start has cost
over 120,000 people in America their lives,” tweeted West Palm Beach
Democrat Lois Frankel. “He's spread conspiracy theories, refused to
wear a mask, & ignored #PublicHealth experts for MONTHS, but he's
"serious" about slowing down testing. Wow.”


It took less than 72 hours to produce an attack ad by Trump
opponents.


To view the ad, click on the image below:


He also gave another media outlet a halfhearted denial that he slowed
testing, but during an appearance before a House committee, Dr.
Anthony Fauci, the top infectious disease expert at the National
Institutes of Health and a well-known member of Trump’s response
team, testified he was never asked to slow down testing.


"To my knowledge, none of us have ever been told to slow down on
testing. That just is a fact," Fauci said. He added that to take the
necessary steps to conquer the virus, “We're going to be doing more
testing, not less.”


  


Following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, more Americans
became aware of the significance of “Juneteenth,” marking the end of
slavery. The U.S. commemorated the 155th anniversary of that June
19, 1865 event.


A more significant push is underway in Congress with both houses
introducing bills to make it a national holiday. In the House, Texas


JUNETEENTH HOLIDAY PROPOSED
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Democrat Sheila Jackson Lee sponsored legislation that would make
June 19 an official federal holiday each year.


The bill currently has 134 co-sponsors, including Deutch, who was the
first Floridian to sign on. Eight other delegation Democrats added their
names this week.


After the death of George Floyd, calls to make Juneteenth a national holiday are
growing louder. Image via AP.


“On Juneteenth, we not only celebrate the emancipation of enslaved
African Americans but also to recognize the fight for freedom & equality
did not end on June 19, 1865,” Deutch tweeted on June 19.


Democratic Sen. Ed Markey of Massachusetts introduced a similar bill
designating “Juneteenth National Independence Day” as a “legal
public holiday. Rubio is among the bill’s 50 co-sponsors, as are the
three African American Senators, Democrats Cory Booker of New
Jersey and Kamala Harris of California, as well as Republican Sen.
Scott of South Carolina.


“The end of slavery was one of the most meaningful and significant
events in the history of our republic, and Juneteenth is the most
appropriate day to commemorate it,” Rubio said in a statement. “I am
committed to working with my colleagues in the Senate to pass
legislation that celebrates freedom and recognizes the end of slavery in
the United States.”


  


Despite the backing of the U.S. and several nations around the world,


MADURO MEETING FLOATED, SUNK
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Venezuelan opposition leader Juan Guaidó has so far failed to
organize enough support to prompt the removal of dictator Nicolás
Maduro from power. Trump recently indicated he might be having
second thoughts about Guaidó’s ability to facilitate change and was
open to a meeting with Maduro.


That led to a torrent of criticism, especially from Democrats. At the
same time, Republicans were mostly silent, but they understood giving
Maduro that kind of credibility could be damaging to ongoing efforts to
oust him. The President would be meeting with an individual under
indictment by the Trump Justice Department for narcotics trafficking.


Donald Trump floated the idea of a meeting with Nicolás Maduro, which quickly
sank.


Democratic Rep. Donna Shalala of Coral Gables accused Trump of
being “charmed by the authoritarianism” of Maduro.


“This is a sad day for the Venezuelan people, democracy, and
America’s leadership in the world,” she said in a statement. “I continue
to stand with President Juan Guaidó and will continue to work alongside
the people of Venezuela as they seek to peacefully restore democracy.”


“Taking a meeting with Nicolás Maduro, who was just indicted by the
U.S. Department of Justice for narco-terrorism, clearly shows his
complete disregard for freedom and democracy and undermines the
gains made by the legitimate President of Venezuela, Juan Guaidó, to
restore democracy,” added Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell of Miami in
a separate statement.


Republican Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart did not support having the meeting
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but defended Trump’s previous actions toward Venezuela and the
efforts to force out Maduro.


“His DOJ has indicted #Maduro and his cronies for crimes related to
corruption, drug trafficking, and terrorism,” Diaz-Balart said on Twitter.
“No president has been tougher in opposing tyranny in our hemisphere
than @realDonaldTrump.”


Within 24 hours, Trump clarified his position. In a tweet, he said he
would only meet with Maduro “to discuss one thing: a peaceful exit from
power.”


  


After the word leaked that it was in progress, this week, House
Democrats released the letter urging Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu not to take the step of annexing the West Bank. The letter,
co-authored by Deutch, predicted negative consequences for
relationships in the Middle East should that step be taken.


A total of 191 Democrats signed the letter, which warned the two-state
solution would be harder to achieve, and “annexation would likely
jeopardize Israel’s significant progress on normalization with Arab
states at a time when closer cooperation can contribute to countering
shared threats."


Ted Deutch joined nearly 200 Democrats in warning Israel to not annex the West
Bank.


“Today, 191 Members of Congress who support our strategic
relationship with Israel and are committed to Israel's security expressed
our deep concern over unilateral annexation of the West Bank,” Deutch
said on social media.


ISRAEL'S ANNEXATION PLAN
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Among those signing on were Reps. Castor, Crist, Demings, Frankel,
Shalala, Al Lawson, Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, and Debbie
Wasserman Schultz.


At nearly the same time, House Republicans sent a letter of their own
to Netanyahu containing a completely different message. The 112
members pledged their allegiance to Israel, support for the Trump
peace plan and, without saying it directly, gave their backing for the
Netanyahu annexation plan.


“We are aware of and deeply concerned by threats being expressed by
some to retaliate against Israel as it makes decisions to ensure
defensible borders,” they wrote. “It is shortsighted to threaten relations
with Israel, a longtime friend and critical ally that shares our democratic
values.”


Leading the letter was House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy and
Minority Whip Steve Scalise. Seven delegation Republicans, including
Dunn, Yoho, John Rutherford, Michael Waltz, Ross Spano, Brian
Mast, and Greg Steube signed on.


“While Democrats in Congress threaten to betray our alliance with
Israel, Republicans are committed to standing up for our shared
democratic principles,” Steube said in a separate statement. “We stand
with Israel now and always and will continue to recognize and support
their sovereignty in making decisions.”


  


June 26, 2008 — President George W. Bush indicated his
administration would remove North Korea from the list of nations known
as the Axis of Evil. The move comes after the rogue regime belatedly
filed a required report of their nuclear activities.


Bush credited the regime with steps taken to demonstrate the country’s
pledge to denuclearize, while maintaining he has “no illusions about the
regime in Pyongyang.” North Korea has shared space on Bush’s axis,
announced during his 2002 State of the Union address, with Iran and
Iraq.


June 26, 2015 — As the 2015 session of the U.S. Supreme Court
neared its end, the Justices issued another landmark ruling when a 5-4
majority held that same-sex marriages must be recognized within all 50
states. Justice Anthony Kennedy continued his role as the swing vote
as he joined with liberal justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen
Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan to invalidate state laws,
including Florida, prohibiting same-sex marriage.


ON THIS DAY
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Same-sex couples ask for “equal dignity” within the law and “(t)he
Constitution grants them that right,” wrote Kennedy for the majority. In a
dissenting opinion, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that “five
lawyers” ordered the state to change their laws adding, “Just who do we
think we are?”
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More than three dozen bills landed on the Governor’s desk Tuesday.


Some of the legislation is mundane, but a handful of bills were hot-button
issues in the 2020 Legislative Session.


The most controversial among them is a measure that would require parental
consent for youth abortions, reinstating a rule struck down by the Florida
Supreme Court three decades.


Gov. Ron DeSantis has signaled he’ll sign SB 404 — during Session, he said
he believes the “matter deserves to be reconsidered.”


SB 644 rivaled the parental consent in spurring debate. The legislation would
increase requirements for employers to check the immigration status for new


First Shot







workers.


The bill is a light implementation of E-Verify — it requires private employers
to use the federal database or, alternatively, collect I-9s from new hires,
basically allowing a business to accept evidence from workers indicating they
can legally work in the United States.


It’s drawn criticism from the left for its potential to force immigrants into the
shadows, but has also been blasted by some conservative lawmakers for not
going far enough.


Another tendentious bill received by the Governor: a ban on local sunscreen
bans.


SB 172 was crafted in response to Key West’s local ban on sunscreens
containing oxybenzone and octinoxate, two chemicals research shows can
degrade coral reefs.


Proponents contended it the concentration found in sunscreens was too low to
pose a danger to Florida reefs and that the risk of skin cancer outweighed
potential coral damage.


SB 70, which would require all schools to install mobile panic alert systems,
was also among the 38 bills ready for the Governor’s signature.


The panic alert system would be called “Alyssa’s Alert.” It’s named after
Alyssa Alhadeff, one of 17 people murdered during the Stoneman Douglas
shooting.


Less somber is HB 1039, which would give ride-hailing companies the green
light to place illuminated ads on top of vehicles.


A priority of Uber and Lyft, the signs would range from 20 inches to 54 inches
with the condition that they don’t block the driver’s line of sight and are only
turned on when drivers are on the clock.


A full list of bills sent to the Governor is available here.


  


Positive cases:


— 78,128 FL residents (+2,740 since Monday)


— 1,981 Non-FL residents (+43 since Monday)


Origin:


— 2,286 Travel related


— 35,273 Contact with a confirmed case


Coronavirus Numbers
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— 2,210 Both


— 38,359 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 12,206 in FL


Deaths:


— 2,993 in FL


  


Total claims: 2,502,346


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,297,617


— Claim verification queue: 178,464


— Claims processed: 2,119,153


— Claims paid: 1,385,997 (+7 since Sunday)


Total paid out: $6.28 billion (+$70 million since Sunday)


Unemployment Numbers


  


1. “Donald Trump signs police reform executive order that focuses on
training, falls short of protesters’ demands” via Felicia Sonmez, Mike
DeBonis and David Nakamura of The Washington Post


2. “Democrats blast Trump for pushing Republican convention to
Jacksonville” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics


3. “Trump’s rally could be a ‘perfect storm’ for the virus, Tulsa officials
fear” via Noah Weiland of The New York Times


4. “Lawmakers: Trump’s environmental rollbacks threaten minority
communities” via Allison Winter of the Florida Phoenix


5. "‘Crazy ideas’: Rick Scott continues crusade against calls to ‘defund the
police’” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


6. “The pandemic broke end-of-life care” via Sarah Zhang of The Atlantic


7. “Boats, pools and home furnishings: How the lockdown transformed
our spending habits” via Matthew Dalton and Suzanne Kapner of The Wall
Street Journal


8. “Many White Americans are ready to reopen the economy. Black


Evening Reads
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Americans aren’t.” via By Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux and Daniel Cox of
FiveThirtyEight


9. “The Trayvon generation” via Elizabeth Alexander of The New Yorker


10. “U.S. retail sales rose record 18% in May” via Harriet Torry and Sarah
Nassauer of The Wall Street Journal


11. “Florida sets new single-day record for coronavirus cases, adding
2,783” via Romy Ellenbogen of the Tampa Bay Times


12. “Florida businesses are reopening. So what about state government?”
via Ana Ceballos of News Service of Florida


13. “What does Gov. Ron DeSantis think about racism and criminal
justice in America? It’s a puzzle.” via Steve Contorno of the Tampa Bay
Times


14. “After long legislative road, E-Verify awaits DeSantis’ signature” via
Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics


15. “Lake to ask state to find ‘more appropriate’ place for Confederate
statue” via John Cutter and Stephen Hudak of the Orlando Sentinel


16. “University of Miami students to return in the fall to Gables campus,
despite coronavirus” via Jimena Tavel of the Miami Herald
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“Today’s record-high new cases makes it clear: Gov. DeSantis has lost control
of Florida’s COVID-19 response. His policies are simply not working, and
he’s recklessly reopening Florida despite the data screaming for caution.
Refusing to acknowledge the alarming patterns in cases, hospitalizations, and
positivity is not only arrogant, but will cost lives, public health, and our
economy.” — Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried, on the Governor’s
pandemic response.


Quote of the Day


  Bill Day's Latest
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  Breakthrough Insights
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 7.9.20 — Burnin’ today: Spano, Blanco, Mixon,


DeSantis, Cuomo, Carvalho
Date: Thursday, July 9, 2020 4:01:20 AM


First, let me be clear: COVID-19 is nothing to trifle with.


For many, a quarantine (voluntary or not) can be a royal pain — little or
no contact with friends, family, or the outside world. Yes, there are
things like Netflix (with or without chill) video games and Zoom. But
while teleconferencing is cool tech, it cannot quite replace the personal
interaction that has, until now, fueled the business and political worlds.


Webinars are a poor substitute for an old-fashioned face-to-face with a
firm handshake (or even a socially distant fist bump). It's how things got
done.


Nevertheless, for a handful of people, being under quarantine presents
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a golden opportunity — buckle down and crank out some serious
blogging.


You can only guess which one I have been doing:


“Fuzzy math: How did the Black Republican Caucus of Florida
snag a PPP loan?” via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — On the list
was a group called the Black Republican Caucus of Florida, which has
no connection to the Republican Party of Florida. The caucus filed as
an IRC 527 — an IRS designation for political organizations. That alone
makes the caucus ineligible for any SBA loan, including PPP. As stated
in the IRS form, the Black Republican Caucus of Florida is required to
report financial data to the state, which they’ve done sporadically at
best. What little they reported should not have qualified the group for
the $150,000-to-$350,000 loan through the PPP. If it was paying out
even a fraction they claimed on their PPP application, they would have
been forced to report it to the IRS long ago.


“Ross Spano doubles down on rule-breaking Facebook ads” via
Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — Spano’s campaign defended its
use of more than $117,000 in public money to buy ads featuring
Spano’s face and political messages, not by denying they were political,
but by pointing to their technical legality. “Had anyone bothered to do
the least bit of research, they would have known that we are currently
under a House Administration exception which allows for COVID-19
communications with our constituents,” Spano’s communications
director, Daniel Bucheli, told the Lakeland Ledger. That’s rich,
considering that if anyone involved with Spano’s 2018 congressional
campaign did “the least bit of research” on campaign finance law, the
Congressman wouldn’t be under investigation by the U.S. Department
of Justice and the Florida Bar for accepting illegal campaign loans.


Ross Spano with more shady campaign shenanigans. This time, it's Facebook
ads.
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“Who’s funding Frank Blanco’s HD 44 campaign?” via Florida
Politics — Blanco, one of two Republicans vying to unseat Democratic
Rep. Geraldine Thompson, last filed a campaign finance report for the
reporting period ending May 31. Blanco is no fundraising all-star.
Between his entry into the race in January 2019 and his most recent
report, covering May, he had raised just $915 and spent nothing. His
campaign also made the ballot by paying the $1,781 qualifying fee,
meaning his campaign had either raised or been lent nearly double
what it’s reporting. But there’s more evidence of undisclosed spending
and, by extension, undisclosed contributions. According to the
Facebook Ad Library, an archive of ad data for the platform, Blanco’s
campaign has made $2,033 in ad buys since he entered the race.


  


—@realDonaldTrump: I disagree with @CDCgov on their very tough
& expensive guidelines for opening schools. While they want them
open, they are asking schools to do very impractical things. I will be
meeting with them!!!


—@CarlosGSmith: Great. He's lowered the health and safety
standards for our kids and teachers. I guess #MAGA.


—@GovRonDeSantis: @FLCaseyDeSantis & I mourn the loss of
Wayne Mixson, a WWII veteran who served as Lt. Governor and
Governor of Florida & was appointed U.S. Ambassador under President
Jimmy Carter. We extend our condolences to his family as our state
and country celebrate his leg


—@nikkifried: After nearly 4 months of this pandemic, what is clear is
that @GovRonDeSantis is not going to be the leader Florida needs at
this time. We are the epicenter of the virus now. Cases continue to rise,
ICU beds are nearly at capacity, we are doing no contact tracing.


—@JamesGrantFL: She does realize she’s in the Florida Cabinet and
not in the cheap seats or on the sidelines, right? I mean, does she ever
get tired of doing nothing but complaining about every single thing the
Governor does? Or does she think that’s what the Ag Commissioner's
responsibility is?


—@senpizzo: A political org. has avenues to fundraise that a small biz
doesn’t. While legal &/or ethical concerns should give pause to
seek/accept PPP, they should promptly return the $$, and refrain from
partisan slights which only serve to impugn the integrity of one’s party.
#afewFLDems


—@Alan4Florida: Congratulations to the Family of Charles Evans as
the @CityofTLH City Commission has officially renamed Chapman


Situational awareness
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Pond to Dr. Charles Evans Pond. The late Dr. Charles Evans was a
past president of @NAACPTLH & a mentor & professor of mine at
@FAMUSBI — Gr8 Job City of Tallahassee


—@CheesyBread9: Bradenton trending for a church selling a bleach
cure is the most Manatee County thing ever


  


Disney World Magic Kingdom & Animal Kingdom to reopen — 2;
Disney World Epcot & Hollywood Studios to reopen — 6; Federal taxes
due — 6; MLB starts — 14; WNBA starts — 15; PLL starts — 16; TED
conference rescheduled — 17; Florida Bar exams begin in Tampa —
19; NBA season restart in Orlando — 22; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet”
premieres (rescheduled) — 22; NHL resumes — 23; Florida primaries
for 2020 state legislative/congressional races — 40; Democratic
National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 41; "Mulan” premieres
(rescheduled) — 43; Indy 500 rescheduled — 45; Republican National
Convention begins in Charlotte — 46; NBA draft lottery — 47; Rev. Al
Sharpton’s D.C. March — 50; U.S. Open begins — 53; “A Quiet Place
Part II” premieres — 57; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby —
58; Rescheduled date for French Open — 73; First presidential debate
in Indiana — 82; "Wonder Woman" premieres — 85; Preakness Stakes
rescheduled — 86; First vice presidential debate at the University of
Utah — 90; NBA season ends (last possible date) — 96; Second
presidential debate scheduled at Miami — 98; NBA draft — 99; Wes
Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 99; NBA free agency
— 102; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 105; 2020 General
Election — 117; “Black Widow” premieres — 122; NBA 2020-21 training
camp — 126; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 134; “No Time to
Die” premieres — 134; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 145; “Top Gun:
Maverick” premieres — 167; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 213; New
start date for 2021 Olympics — 379; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 387;
“Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres — 484; “Thor: Love
and Thunder” premieres — 582; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness” premieres — 624; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 666;
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 820.


Days until


  


“COVID-19 spreading faster in Florida than almost anywhere in
U.S.” via Andrew Boryga of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — COVID-
19 is spreading across Florida faster than anywhere except Arizona,
and deaths in the state will likely surpass 4,000 by Thursday. On a per
capita basis, Florida has logged 314 cases per 100,000 residents over
the last week, according to data from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. Only Arizona fares worse, with 426 cases per 100,000


Corona Florida
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residents. States across the South and Southwest have seen the most
growth per capita. Florida, the third most populous state, leads the
nation with the most new cases overall over the past seven days,
according to the CDC data, and is trailed closely by California, Texas
and Arizona.


Coronavirus is now spreading faster in Florida than just about anywhere else.


“Florida adds nearly 10,000 coronavirus cases as total deaths
approach 4,000” via Romy Ellenbogen of the Tampa Bay Times —
With 48 coronavirus deaths recorded, Florida inched closer to 4,000
dead from the virus statewide. Since the state’s first recorded
coronavirus case in March, there have been 3,991 deaths. The state
also added 9,989 new infections. The single-day record is more than
11,000. Statewide, 223,782 people have been infected with the virus.
About 11% of Florida’s population has been tested for the virus, with
the average percentage of positive tests rising. Of the 48 deaths
recorded Wednesday, one was a 24-year-old man in Escambia County,
the ninth death statewide of anyone 24 or younger.


Ron DeSantis finds safe space on ‘Hannity’ — Facing a rise in case
numbers and increased criticism in the media, DeSantis went to his
safe space on Fox News’ "The Sean Hannity Show." As reported by
Matt Dixon and Arek Sarkissian of POLITICO Florida, Tuesday
marked DeSantis’ 10th appearance on the network since the pandemic
hit the state. Hannity used DeSantis’ Tuesday appearance to criticize
Democrats, including New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, for his early
decision to send elderly coronavirus-positive patients back to nursing
homes. Hannity also remarked on Florida’s low coronavirus death rate,
though his statistics were only partially correct.


“Truce? New York to help Florida in COVID-19 fight” via A.G.
Gancarski of Florida Politics — After months of viral squabbling
between Albany and Tallahassee, it appears that there will be a truce
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between the Governors of Florida and New York. New York Gov.
Cuomo said his state was going to send resources to hard-hit Florida to
help fight coronavirus in a press briefing Wednesday. “You’re seeing a
tremendous spike. Some hospitals are running out of ICUS, which is a
really frightening situation to be in,” Cuomo said. “Whatever they need,
Florida has said they might need assistance from us, whatever they
need, we’ll provide.” The gubernatorial disclosure came less than 24
hours after DeSantis appeared on Hannity's show, which (ironically)
explored the theme of “How Florida Succeeded where New York
Failed” in the coronavirus fight.


Ron DeSantis may have called a truce with New York, for mutual cooperation.
Image via Fox News Channel


“Top Senate Democrat presses for more COVID-19 data and
transparency” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — Senate Minority
Leader Audrey Gibson is calling for the state to release more COVID-
19 data in a letter to DeSantis Wednesday. Florida has seen a
skyrocketing number of COVID-19 cases since the start of June,
including nearly 10,000 more reported Wednesday morning. And along
with the rising cases has come rising complaints that the state hasn’t
been as transparent as it could be. The letter is just the latest punch
Democrats have thrown at the Governor throughout the pandemic or
even this week. Gibson, the outgoing Democratic Leader, said there is
now a spotlight on “the adequacy and quality of public health
information forthcoming from (the DeSantis) administration.”


“Coronavirus lawsuits in Florida” via Amy Martinez of Florida Trend
— International law firm Hunton Andrews Kurth says nearly 2,400
lawsuits related to the coronavirus were filed in federal and state courts
nationwide in March, April and May. Miami-based cruise lines face a
slew of lawsuits claiming they didn’t do enough to protect passengers
and workers from exposure to the coronavirus. Students at the
University of Miami are demanding tuition refunds in the wake of school
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closures, saying remote learning doesn’t measure up to the classroom
experience. Insurers are being sued for allegedly reneging on their
coverage obligations, and there’s been a spike in breach-of-contract
disputes stemming from business disruption and social lockdowns.
Meanwhile, hotels, restaurants and retailers are keeping their lawyers
handy should customers and employees catch the virus and sue.


“Will Florida cancel school tests again in 2021?” via Jeffrey S.
Solochek of the Tampa Bay Times — With concerns growing over
COVID-19, Florida canceled its annual student exams in March, in part
so teachers could focus on lessons rather than test preparation as they
moved to remote classes. The quick action gave hope to critics of the
state’s test-based accountability system that perhaps the model was on
its last legs. Several participants in a webinar with the Department of
Education’s chief of staff wanted to know, is Florida planning to seek
another waiver of federal annual testing requirements? “No, we are
not,” department chief of staff Alex Kelly told the group. “We’re not
planning on submitting that.”


“A computer simulation shows how different strategies could stem
coronavirus” via Tapas Das, Hanisha Tatapudi, Rachita Das and Peter
Fabri of the Tampa Bay Times — A team at the University of South
Florida’s Department of Industrial Engineering used a detailed
computer simulation model to obtain trajectories of actual and reported
number of infected cases and deaths for the biggest urban epicenter of
cases in Florida. The simulation model replicated hour by hour social
interaction behavior at home, school, work and community places for
each of 2.8 million people. The model considers a large number of
parameters to account for census reported demographics, virus
characteristics and the social interventions. The model showed that the
pandemic would have ended by Aug. 1 under a continued lockdown
with stay-at-home order.
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“South Florida adds record 4,695 new COVID-19 cases, nearing the
100K mark overall” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — South Florida’s
tri-county area added a daily record of 4,695 new COVID-19 cases,
according to the latest report. More than 2,900 of those cases came
from Miami-Dade County alone. The report covers data from Tuesday
morning to Wednesday morning. Nearly 96,000 individuals throughout
Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade counties have now tested
positive since the outbreak began, positioning the region to cross
100,000 total cases in either Thursday’s or Friday’s report. The record
for daily coronavirus cases is in part due to testing capacity in the
region being near its all-time daily peak. The share of positive tests
remains near its levels in previous days, though those levels are still
dangerously high.


“Despite state order, Miami-Dade will not reopen schools until
county enters Phase 2” via Colleen Wright of the Miami Herald —
Miami-Dade County Public Schools won’t be able to reopen schools, as


Corona local
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a new state order calls for, if the county is still in its Phase 1 reopening
stage, which county leaders are tightening due to a surge of COVID-19
cases, Miami-Dade Schools Superintendent Alberto Carvalho said. If
conditions continue on the same upward trajectory, Florida’s confirmed
COVID-19 cases have doubled in the past two weeks to more than
213,000, Carvalho said in an interview with the Herald that he did not
foresee MDCPS “being able to resume schooling in a traditional way.” If
the county is still in Phase 1 by the start of school Aug. 24, as it is now,
schooling would be held entirely online.


Miami-Dade County Public Schools Superintendent Alberto Carvalho will not open
schools until the county enters Phase Two of reopening.


“Miami Mayor calls for national mask mandate ahead of Donald
Trump trip” via Denise Pellegrini of Bloomberg — Miami Mayor
Francis Suarez said a national or state-level mask mandate would
have obvious benefits, making the declaration on a week when Trump
is expected to visit South Florida. “To me, it’s no different from requiring
somebody to wear a seat belt when they drive their car,” Suarez said in
an interview Wednesday. “It’s not guaranteed to save your life, but it
dramatically increases your chances.” There are already mask
mandates in Miami and Miami-Dade, the surrounding county. Trump
has mostly declined to wear a mask in public. Suarez said he expected
deaths to rise as COVID-19 cases spread in Florida.


“Hospitals prep as coronavirus caseload continued to climb” via
Jane Musgrave of the Palm Beach Post — Bethesda Hospital East and
West, both in Boynton Beach, and Boca Raton Regional Hospital are
“temporarily rescheduling elective procedures,” spokesman Michael
Maucker said. The three hospitals, owned by Baptist Health South
Florida, are rescheduling surgeries that require overnight stays, he said.
St. Mary’s Medical Center is again pre-screening patients at a tent
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outside its campus on 45th Street in West Palm Beach. A spokesman
for Tenet Healthcare, which operates it and four other medical centers
in the county, said there are no plans to cancel elective surgeries. On
Wednesday, as the number of cases nationally surpassed 3 million,
cases statewide continued to climb.


“The COVID-19 ‘cure’ sold by a Florida father and his three sons is
toxic bleach, federal prosecutors in Miami say” via Wayne K.
Roustan of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — A 62-year-old Bradenton
man and his three sons are facing federal charges in Miami for
allegedly peddling a toxic bleach as a cure for COVID-19. Mark
Grenon and sons Jonathan Grenon, 34, Jordan Grenon, 26, and
Joseph Grenon, 32, are accused of manufacturing, promoting, and
selling their Miracle Mineral Solution as a coronavirus treatment even
though the ingredients are typically used for industrial water treatment
or bleaching textiles, pulp, and paper, according to court documents.
They are charged with conspiracy to defraud the U.S., conspiracy to
violate the federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act, and criminal
contempt.


“Restaurants will remain open in Broward County, but with tighter
restrictions” via Angie Dimichele of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
The kitchen is still open in Broward County. Rather than close
restaurants to cope with surging cases of COVID-19, the county
decided Wednesday to just tighten restrictions. Restaurants will be
required to limit tables to six people for indoor dining, which must close
by 10 p.m., under an order Wednesday from County Administrator
Bertha Henry. The new rules will take effect Friday, Mayor Dale
Holness announced. Establishments that violate the order will be
closed for 24 hours. Each additional violation will require the restaurant
to close for an added 72 hours for each violation. Vacation rentals also
will have stricter rules, Holness said, because they are being used to
host parties.
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Broward County restaurants will reopen, but with more restrictions. Image via the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel.


“Health experts urge PBC schools to keep classrooms closed as
reopening debate intensifies” via Andrew Marra of The Palm Beach
Post — A key panel of health experts has advised Palm Beach County
public schools not to reopen campuses until the coronavirus pandemic
improves, raising the likelihood that most students will learn from home
when the academic year begins in August. Schools Superintendent
Donald Fennoy announced the committee’s recommendation at a
school board meeting as district leaders briefed board members on
their ongoing reopening plans. The health advisory committee, Fennoy
said, “stated emphatically on Monday that, based on the current
number of COVID-19 cases in Palm Beach County, members could not
recommend in-person instruction at this time.” Board members are not
expected to make a final decision on reopening plans for the district’s
roughly 180 campuses until next week.


“Bradenton tourism marketing under review after ‘make a break’
ad appeared in Miami” via James A. Jones Jr. of the Miami Herald —
A full-page color ad that was purchased in early June appeared Sunday
in the Miami Herald, with the theme “Make a Break for It,” pitching
Bradenton, Anna Maria Island and Longboat Key as destinations for
those weary of staying inside their houses. It was a bit of bad timing
with the ad appearing the same weekend that beaches were closed in
Miami-Dade and Broward counties and the Florida Keys to discourage
large crowds from gathering. Local tourism marketing efforts have been
focused on the drive market, pulling from Florida and other nearby
states. Travel by air is slowly recovering but is nowhere close to its pre-
pandemic volume at Sarasota Bradenton International Airport and
major airports around the United States.


  


“Orange County, Central Florida may be plateauing on COVID-19
cases” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — The numbers of Orlando-
area people testing positive for the COVID-19 disease may have
plateaued and shown signs of declining in recent days, according to
COVID-19 reports from the Florida Department of Health. The most
recent state report, issued Wednesday morning, shows 426 new cases
of COVID-19 were confirmed in Orange County and 983 throughout the
six-county Central Florida region in the 24 hours since Tuesday’s
report. That continues a tentative trend that began in the first days of
July for Central Florida, Orange and several other counties, of slightly
downward slopes in the seven-day averages of new cases confirmed.


“AdventHealth sees surge in COVID-19 admissions, shifts staff for
‘Phase 2 emergency'” via Naseem Miller of the Orlando Sentinel —


More local



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkrdyc-edrdjlhjd-yk/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkrdyc-edrdjlhjd-yk/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkrdyc-edrdjlhjd-yu/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkrdyc-edrdjlhjd-yu/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkrdyc-edrdjlhjd-jl/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkrdyc-edrdjlhjd-jl/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkrdyc-edrdjlhjd-jr/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkrdyc-edrdjlhjd-jr/





The number of COVID-19 patients at AdventHealth hospitals has
“grown significantly over the last week,” so the system is activating an
emergency plan for more doctors to deal with the surge, it said in an
email. “As we predicted in May, the Central Florida area is experiencing
a surge in COVID-19 admissions,” said the email sent Tuesday night. “
... We are identifying additional needs and potential sources for
additional clinicians in the coming weeks.” The number of patients
hospitalized for COVID-19 has been steadily growing across Florida in
the past several weeks, following the phased reopening of the state,
and more hospitals are filling up their regular and ICU beds, although
they say that’s partly because of their return to normal operations.


“OUC urged not to disconnect utility customers under pandemic’s
financial stress” via Kevin Spear of the Orlando Sentinel — An
alliance of 52 civic, social justice and other groups are calling on
Orlando’s Mayor and utility to take stock of the region’s financial
distress from the pandemic and to delay a planned restart Tuesday of
disconnecting customers for nonpayment. The alliance noted that
Orlando Utilities Commission is offering payment-assistance plans but
that disconnecting residents can “leave already financially burdened
families facing late fees, reconnection fees, and other hidden costs that
intensify financial hardships.”


“Orange-Osceola public defender didn’t take coronavirus safety
seriously, some employees say” via Monivette Cordiero of the
Orlando Sentinel — Several attorneys who work for the 9th Circuit
Public Defender’s Office say they’ve been treated as “expendable” by
the agency during the coronavirus pandemic and put at risk by lax
safety protocols and in-person visits with inmates, some not wearing
masks. Five lawyers, who asked not to be named because of fear of
retaliation, told the Orlando Sentinel they decided to speak out after
Public Defender Bob Wesley in a June 25 interview blamed infections
at his office on employees who “let their guard down” during their
personal time and claimed jail visits were being conducted over video,
though his office’s video system had been down for weeks.
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According to some employees, 9th Circuit Public Defender Robert Wesley did not
take coronavirus as seriously as he should. Now he is blaming infections on


employees.


“Cocoa Beach requires masks at indoor public locations to slow
coronavirus spread” via Rick Neale of Florida Today — Cocoa Beach
has joined Satellite Beach as the Space Coast's first communities
adopting mask mandates amid the COVID-19 pandemic. During a
Tuesday night special meeting, the Cocoa Beach City Commission
voted 3-2 to approve an emergency order requiring people to wear face
coverings at indoor public locations. "People need to take responsibility
for not infecting other people, and they may not even know they have
it," Vice-Mayor Mike Miller said. Copies of the emergency order shall
be posted on the entry doors of all Cocoa Beach indoor businesses.
Mask exceptions include children younger than age 2, people with
health conditions who would be impaired by masks, and people eating
and drinking at restaurants.


“Collier tourism advisory board asks commissioners to take
another look at masks requirement” via Patrick Riley of the Naples
Daily News — A majority of Collier County commissioners last week
showed little interest in requiring masks to slow the spread of the novel
coronavirus even as cases continue to rise rapidly. But now the
polarizing topic is expected to come back before commissioners
Tuesday. The county's Tourism Development Council during an
emergency meeting voted 4-3 to recommend that the commission take
up the issue again but stopped short of recommending that
commissioners enact a mask requirement. The TDC requested that the
benefit of requiring masks be further vetted and considered as part of a
solution to the increasing spread of the virus and the decreasing
tourism industry's revenues as a result.


“What will Escambia County schools look like in the fall? Families
have 3 choices.” via Kevin Robinson of the Pensacola News Journal
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— The Escambia County School District is providing three options for
families this school year: "traditional" in-person classes, "remote"
classes that follow a standard school schedule and "virtual" classes that
allow students to work largely independently. The district is urging
parents to review the three options and select the one that makes them
most comfortable by July 20. Students will be unable to change their
instructional model for an entire nine-week grading period, and families
who don't submit a choice will default to the traditional model. Escambia
County Superintendent Malcolm Thomas said in a news conference
that for families who choose to attend classes on campus, masks would
be recommended but not required, and social distancing would be
impossible in many situations.


“Florida teen COVID-19 victim received unproven treatment at
home before dying at hospital, report says” via Frank Gluck of the
News-Press — The family of a 17-year-old Lee County girl who died
last month from COVID-19 treated her symptoms at home for nearly a
week before taking her to a hospital, a medical examiner's report
concludes. The home care included giving the girl unproven drugs and
putting her on an oxygen tank used by her grandfather. Carsyn Leigh
Davis died June 23 as Lee County's youngest victim of the novel
coronavirus. Nearly two weeks before her death she had attended a
100-person church function and, according to the Miami-Dade Medical
Examiner's Office, "She did not wear a mask. Social distancing was not
followed."


Carsyn Leigh Davis died of COVID-19 after her family tried unproven treatments
for nearly a week before taking her to a hospital.
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“Pensacola hospitals see 10% spike in COVID-19 patients over last
24 hours” via the Pensacola News Journal — The number of people
with COVID-19 admitted into Escambia County's three hospitals
increased Wednesday by more than 10% over the previous day. A total
of 137 people with COVID-19 are currently being treated at Ascension
Sacred Heart, Baptist Hospital and West Florida Hospital, according to
data from the hospitals reported on the city of Pensacola's COVID-19
dashboard. That's an increase of 13 people from the daily
hospitalization numbers reported Tuesday (124). The number of
COVID-19 hospitalizations in Pensacola hospitals has increased
steadily since the first of the month — surging nearly 78% from July 1 to
July 8.


“Pinellas teachers’ union leader: Don’t rush to open schools” via
Marlene Sokol of the Tampa Bay Times — Despite the state order to
open brick-and-mortar schools five days a week, teachers in Pinellas
County are urging the school district to hold back as long as the
coronavirus causing COVID-19 continues to spread rapidly through the
community. The letter, by Pinellas Classroom Teachers Association
president Nancy Velardi, calls for an all-virtual school model, followed
by a hybrid model serving smaller numbers of students at a time, as
long as the virus is a threat. In making this request, Velardi focused on
one word in Commissioner Richard Corcoran’s order: Flexibility.


“New school, 634 houses, 96 townhomes: Santa Rosa to tackle 3
controversial zoning requests” via Annie Blanks of the Pensacola
News Journal — The Santa Rosa County Zoning Board is set to take
up three controversial rezoning requests Thursday night, including a
new school near an already congested residential area in Midway, a
634-lot housing development in Milton and the addition of townhomes
to an already hotly contested single-family housing development in Gulf
Breeze. The issues are roiling county residents in both the south and
central parts of Santa Rosa County, many of whom are echoing claims
they've made for the past two years about overdevelopment, lack of
infrastructure and traffic nightmares.


“Order to fully reopen schools throws St. Johns County School
leaders for a loop” via Christen Kelley of The Florida Times-Union —
The St. Johns County School District is still figuring out how the order to
fully reopen schools could impact their plans for the fall. The order does
allow for schools to close if the local health department deems it
necessary. School board members expressed their frustration during a
workshop Tuesday. “I’m disappointed in the Commissioner and
Governor for waiting until July 6 to send this down after schools have
been struggling all summer long to figure out what to do and which
direction to go,” School Board member Beverly Slough said.
Superintendent Tim Forson was supposed to present an update on
reopening schools during a school board workshop Tuesday but said
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the district needs clarification on the order before presenting any new
details.


“St. Lucie receives $13.8M from CARES Act to help residents
affected by COVID-19” via Keona Gardner of the TC Palm — Money
from the federal CARES Act is available to residents for car payments,
rent, mortgage payments, utility bills and car, homeowners and flood
insurance of those financially affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,
county officials said. Overall, the county is eligible to receive about
$55.5 million. The state is giving St. Lucie County 25% initially, or about
$13.8 million, with the remaining 75%, or about $41.6 million, held for
future use, said Ron Parrish, county public-safety director. Under a
Phase 1 plan announced Wednesday, residents could receive up to
$4,000 to pay for bills but would have to show proof of past-due bills.


“Seminole officials warn hospitals may become overwhelmed with
COVID-19 patients” via Martin E. Comas of the Orlando Sentinel —
Faced with a record number of hospitalizations of patients with COVID-
19, Seminole County health officials expressed concerns that hospitals
in the county may soon reach capacity and become overwhelmed in the
coming weeks following the Fourth of July weekend, a time when many
people gathered to celebrate. On Tuesday, Seminole reported 203
patients being treated for COVID in the county’s four hospitals,
including Advent Health Altamonte Springs, Central Florida Regional in
Sanford, Oviedo Medical Center and Orlando Health South Seminole
Hospital in Longwood. That’s 40 more patients than the previous record
set July 4, when 163 patients were hospitalized in the county.


“Target employees at Tallahassee North store test positive for
COVID-19 virus” via TaMaryn Waters of the Tallahassee Democrat —
Multiple employees have tested positive for coronavirus at a Target in
northeast Tallahassee. A company spokesman didn't say how many
employees were affected at the Bannerman area-store. "We’re working
in close partnership with local health departments and can share that
we’ve been notified that our Tallahassee North store has experienced
multiple team member positive cases of the coronavirus," Target
spokesman Jake Anderson said. The Tallahassee North Target joins a
growing number of retailers who've had employees test positive for the
novel coronavirus. Other essential retailers and businesses, including
grocery stores, have reported positive cases among its workforce.
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Employees at a North Tallahassee Target store have tested positive for COVID-
19.


“Grand jury may not be seated until August due to coronavirus” via
Karl Etters of the Tallahassee Democrat — A grand jury — which is
expected to take up three shootings by the Tallahassee Police
Department and a high-profile double-murder case — may not be
impaneled until late August due to the coronavirus pandemic. 2nd
Judicial Circuit Chief Judge Jonathan Sjostrom issued a memo noting
that due to the increase in coronavirus cases locally, a grand jury would
not be convened this month. “The intent is to convene the Leon County
grand jury on Aug. 31,” he wrote. The 21-member group was scheduled
to convene July 20, after which it was likely to determine whether
officers acted lawfully in three shootings since March and to weigh first-
degree murder charges against Aaron Glee.


“FAMU College of Law courses will remain online for the fall
semester” via Byron Dobson of the Tallahassee Democrat — All
courses this fall at the FAMU College of Law in Orlando will be taught
online, Dean Deidré Keller announced. Keller said the decision follows
a recommendation by the College of Law Reopening Task Force.
“While we recognize that this is a shift in direction, we have made this
decision because we believe it is in the best interest of our students,
faculty and staff,” Keller said in a news release. At the Florida State
University College of Law, the current plan is to offer a hybrid approach,
with some classes taught in person and others online. That could
change, depending on the latest health indications.


“Walton County high school graduation plans in flux with COVID-
19” via Jim Thompson of the Northwest Florida Daily News — Freeport
High School seniors are balking at a proposal to make the school’s
graduation ceremony a drive-in affair, a proposal recently made by
school officials. The drive-in plan was advanced in light of the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic and the associated public health guidance to
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maintain at least 6 feet of social distancing and not to gather in crowds
of more than 50 people. But according to Donna Simmons, principal of
Freeport High School, that’s not the only plan under consideration.
Other possibilities include a virtual ceremony or even a face-to-face
option with very limited attendance. “There has been nothing set in
stone yet,” Simmons said, adding the school plans to have a specific
plan in place next week.


  


“Mike Pence says CDC changing school reopening guidelines after
Trump called them 'tough and expensive'” via Maureen Groppe of
USA Today — The CDC is revising its guidance on reopening schools
after Trump tweeted his disagreement with them, Pence said
Wednesday. "The president said today we just don’t want the guidance
to be too tough," Pence said at a news conference at the U.S.
Department of Education. "That's the reason why, next week, CDC is
going to be issuing a new set of tools, five different documents that will
be giving even more clarity on the guidance going forward." Trump also
threatened to withhold funding from schools that don't populate their
classrooms this fall. Asked about that threat, Pence said the
administration wants to include "incentives for states to go forward" in
the next federal stimulus package.


Corona nation
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After Donald Trump called reopening plans ‘tough and expensive,’ Mike Pence
says the CDC will be changing guidelines.


“Rookie RV drivers jam America’s roads — watch out” via Joe
Barrett of The Wall Street Journal — The summer of COVID-19 has
unleashed a wave of RV newbies, and American roads will never be the
same. RV sales and rentals are surging as the first-timers get out and
see the country or just visit family while avoiding airplanes, hotels,
restaurants and even public bathrooms. Those new drivers of the big
rigs can get into big trouble. Many RV drivers are making unforced
errors, like trying to drive their RV through a drive-thru or cutting
corners too tightly.


  


“United to warn 36,000 workers they could be laid off. Few are in
South Florida” via David Koenig of the Miami Herald — United Airlines
is warning 36,000 employees — nearly half its U.S. staff — they could
be furloughed in October, the clearest signal yet of how deeply the virus
pandemic is hurting the airline industry. The outlook for a recovery in air
travel has dimmed in just the past two weeks, as infection rates rise in
much of the U.S. and some states impose new quarantine requirements
on travelers. United officials said Wednesday that they still hope to limit
the number of layoffs by offering early retirement benefits. The notices
going to employees this month are meant to comply with a 60-day
warning ahead of mass job cuts. The airline said it doesn’t yet know
how many South Florida employees would be affected.


Corona economics
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United Airlines warns that they will lay off as many as 36,000 people, but few in
South Florida.


“From small eateries to giant firms: Businesses that received
federal PPP loans revealed” via Annie Martin and Austin Fuller of the
Orlando Sentinel — The Department of the Treasury and the Small
Business Administration released for the first time this week a list of the
businesses that received between $150,000 and $10 million in
Paycheck Protection Program loans. That list, which the Trump
administration initially refused to disclose, includes more than 40,000
loans to Florida businesses like mom-and-pop eateries, doctor's offices,
salons, private schools and churches, as well as large law firms and
restaurant chains. Three Florida offices affiliated with prominent law
firm Morgan & Morgan received at least $9 million from the program.
GrayRobinson, the legal and lobbying firm now led by former Florida
House Speaker Dean Cannon, received between $5 million and $10
million.


“Town-owned businesses receive between $31.9 and $57.5 million
in PPP loans” via Adriana Delgado of The Palm Beach Post — Data
released Monday by the Small Business Administration shows that at
least 60 businesses in Palm Beach are among a large list of recipients
of the Paycheck Protection Program loans first approved by the federal
government in April to provide incentives for small businesses to keep
their workers on the payroll. The Four Seasons Resort and Bruce
Gendelman Company are among the ones that received the highest
amount in loans at $2 to 5 million, while others such as Palm Beach
Day Academy received $1 to $2 million. Florida has received
approximately $25 billion in loans, while Palm Beach County allocated
between $2.4 to $4.4 billion.


“Pitbull school nabs at least $1 million in COVID-19 funds” via the
News Service of Florida — Sports Leadership and Management, a
sports-centered charter school in Miami whose founders include rap
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star Pitbull, received at least $1 million in interest-free federal loans to
prevent layoffs during the COVID-19 pandemic, according to records
released by the federal government. The charter school, known as
SLAM, received a loan ranging between $1 and $2 million in April, data
released by the federal Small Business Administration said. The school
used the loan, which is part of the Paycheck Protection Program
passed by Congress in April, to retain 220 jobs, according to the
records. The federal program was designed to bolster businesses
during the economic downturn caused the COVID-19 pandemic.


Pitbull’s company netted more than $1 million in PPP funds.


“Tom Brady’s personal brand approved for PPP loan” via Mari
Faiello of the Tampa Bay Times — Brady’s TB12 lifestyle brand
received between $350,000 to $1 million, according to documents
released by the Small Business Administration this week. A real estate
business (Glazer Management) owned by the Glazer family, who in turn
owns the Bucs, also received a loan in the same range. The company
was classified as a sports industry on the loan application, but in a
statement, the Bucs said the money was not used for the team. Brady,
who signed a two-year deal with Tampa Bay worth $50 million this
season, uses TB12 to promote health and wellness through various
products and personal coaching sessions.


“Florida lawmaker calls for political organizations to return PPP
dollars” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — Sen. Jason Pizzo
called upon political organizations to return the federal money they
received from the Paycheck Protection Program. “A political org. has
avenues to fundraise that a small business doesn’t," said the
Democratic Senator from Miami-Dade County. “While legal &/or ethical
concerns should give pause to seek/accept PPP, they should promptly
return the $$, and refrain from partisan slights which only serve to
impugn the integrity of one’s party.” Pizzo’s tweet was met with support
by Democratic Rep. Nicholas Duran of Miami-Dade and Democratic
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Rep. Anna Eskamani of Orlando. The rising chorus of Democrats
comes after the federal PPP database revealed the Florida Democratic
Party Building Fund applied for and received a loan of between
$350,000 and $1 million to secure the jobs of 100 employees.


“Looming trouble: Tallahassee may face coronavirus-caused city
budget deficit for 2021” via Karl Etters of the Tallahassee Democrat
— As they develop next year’s budget, Tallahassee city officials must
defuse a time bomb — an estimated $23.4 million in lost revenue this
year and a possible $7 million general fund deficit for 2021 caused by
the coronavirus. City staff is recommending keeping the property tax
rate at $4.1000 for every $1,000 in the upcoming fiscal year.
Commissioners will discuss the proposed budget at a workshop 10 a.m.
Wednesday. The pandemic brought revenue drops in numerous areas,
including sales and gas taxes, utilities, parking, recreation and other
services, public transit and flights. To combat the declines, city officials
are likely to adjust their budgeted revenue, apply for relief funding and
reduce internal spending. The new fiscal year starts Oct. 1.


“Orlando hotelier Harris Rosen announces ‘substantial’ layoffs” via
Gabrielle Russon of the Orlando Sentinel — Rosen, one of the biggest
hoteliers in Central Florida, is laying off a “substantial” number of
workers effective July 31, another economic hit to the tourism industry
struggling through the coronavirus pandemic. The company made the
announcement in an emotionally worded news release Wednesday.
Rosen spokeswoman Mary Deatrick could not immediately say how
many people will be laid off but the release acknowledged it will be “a
substantial reduction in workforce” across all its properties and
departments. On Wednesday, a federally required notice of mass
layoffs had not been filed yet.


Hotelier Harris Rosen announced ‘substantial’ layoffs at his massive Central
Florida resort.
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“Brooks Brothers goes bust with business clothes losing favor” via
Rick Clough and Jeremy Hill of Bloomberg — Brooks Brothers Group
Inc. filed for bankruptcy, felled by the pandemic’s impact on clothing
sales and its own heavy debt load. The two-century-old apparel
company is the latest to succumb as lockdowns during the coronavirus
outbreak add to the woes of old-line retailers. Neiman Marcus Group
Inc., J. Crew Group Inc. and John Varvatos Enterprises Inc. each filed
for bankruptcy since the virus took hold. The Chapter 11 bankruptcy
filing in Delaware allows Brooks Brothers to keep operating while it
works out a plan to turn the business around and pay its debts. The
company listed assets and liabilities of at least $500 million each in
court papers and lined up a $75 million bankruptcy loan from WHP
Global, owner of the Joseph Abboud and Anne Klein brands, according
to a statement.


  


“Texas has record deaths; Ivy League cancels sports” via
Bloomberg — Texas posted its second record day of virus deaths, at
98, bringing total fatalities in the state to 2,813. Virus cases rose 4.7%
to 220,564, exceeding the seven-day average of 4%. The 9,979 new
cases were second only to yesterday’s record of 10,028. The Ivy
League is canceling sports competition for the upcoming semester
because of health concerns about the pandemic, becoming the first
Division I conference in the U.S. to scrap football. The decision will
affect not only fall sports, including soccer, but winter sports also played
in the semester, such as basketball.


“The Ivy League won’t play football this fall. Will other schools,
leagues follow their lead again?” via Matt Baker of the Tampa Bay
Times — When the Ivy League called off its conference basketball
tournaments in March, it became a tipping point for college sports in the
emerging coronavirus outbreak. Two days later, March Madness was
canceled. So when the Ivy League announced Wednesday that it won’t
play football or any other sports during the fall semester because of the
pandemic, it led to this obvious question surrounding college athletics:
Will major programs follow the Ivys lead again? Probably not. At least
not yet. Football at schools like Clemson and LSU is not like football at
Princeton, despite their shared Tigers nickname.


“Why Israel is seeing a coronavirus spike after initially crushing
the outbreak” via Steve Hendrix of The Washington Post — Israel's
deft handling of its coronavirus outbreak this spring won praise at home
and abroad, but the virus has returned, with cases now increasing
faster than ever and health officials warning that hospitals could be
overwhelmed by the end of the month. Israelis across the political
spectrum are asking what’s gone wrong and demanding to know how
their government could have fumbled so badly after getting it so right.


More corona
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An Israeli official with knowledge of the pandemic response said
government researchers have traced the bulk of new infections to a
single category of activity: public gatherings, particularly weddings.
Israel has begun to alert other governments about its findings on the
peril of weddings, the official said.


Israeli health care workers speak with a man at a coronavirus testing center for
migrants in Tel Aviv. Image via AP.


“France can’t afford another lockdown if COVID-19 returns, PM
says” via Ania Nussbaum of Bloomberg — France’s new government
would seek to preserve the economy should a second wave of the
coronavirus pandemic force it to bring back lockdown measures, Prime
Minister Jean Castex said. “We won’t survive, economically and
socially, an absolute and generalized lockdown,” Castex said, adding
that he advocated more targeted restrictions. With the World Health
Organization advising countries to prepare for the second wave of
pandemic spread, it’s a balancing act that officials around the world are
also contemplating. But with public finances already battered by the first
wave, the trade-offs look increasingly bleak.


“Rishi Sunak gambles 30 billion pounds on plan to save U.K.
economy” via Alex Morales and David Goodman of Bloomberg —
Sunak set out a 30 billion-pound ($37.6 billion) blueprint to save jobs
and inject confidence into the U.K.’s coronavirus-battered economy. In
a statement to Parliament, the Chancellor of the Exchequer announced
tax cuts on homebuying and dining out, and a new bonus program for
employers who don’t fire their staff. “We face profound economic
challenges,” the Chancellor of the Exchequer told the House of
Commons. “In just two months our economy contracted by 25%, the
same amount it grew in the previous 18 years.” With a budget due in
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the fall, Sunak signaled he will take further steps as he promised to do
everything he can to save jobs and give families “hope” in the months
ahead.


  


“Police review panel clears final vote in Miami-Dade, but Carlos
Giménez hints at veto” via Douglas Hanks of the Miami Herald —
Miami-Dade Commissioners voted Wednesday to revive a civilian panel
to investigate police misconduct, but not by the kind of wide margin
needed to overcome a possible veto by Mayor Giménez. Thrust onto
the agenda in response to the death of George Floyd, the legislation
by Commissioner Barbara Jordan finds itself in the same place a
similar bill landed two years ago. Commissioners approved activating
the panel in 2018, but Giménez vetoed it. That scenario may be playing
out again, with Gimenez expressing strong concerns about giving the
panel subpoena power. On Wednesday, Giménez told Jordan he would
have signed an earlier version of the panel bill but sees serious flaws in
what Commissioners were about to pass.


Smoldering
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Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Giménez could stop plans to revive a civilian panel for
investigating police misconduct. Image via the Miami Herald.


“Lake Worth Beach commission sidesteps issue of renaming Dixie
Highway” via Jorge Milan of The Palm Beach Post — An increasingly
dysfunctional Lake Worth Beach city commission narrowly voted to put
off a decision Tuesday on a resolution aimed at renaming Dixie
Highway throughout Palm Beach County. The meeting, as has become
customary in recent months for the five-person board, turned nasty and
devolved into personal attacks, shouting, accusations and included a
vague threat directed at Commissioner Omari Hardy by Mayor Pam
Triolo. A proposal by Hardy on Tuesday’s agenda sought approval of a
resolution “urging” county commissioners to rename Dixie Highway,
which some say glorifies the nation’s racist history. Commissioner
Herman Robinson agreed with Hardy, but Triolo, Vice Mayor Andy
Amoroso and Commissioner Scott Maxwell rejected the idea, voting
instead to approve Maxwell’s motion to solicit community feedback
before proceeding.
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“Trump is heading to the coronavirus capital of Florida. Will he
have to wear a mask?” via David Smiley, Nora Gamez Torres and
Douglas Hanks of the Miami Herald — With his polling numbers
slipping to new depths and South Florida COVID-19 cases spiking to
record heights, Trump plans to return to Miami-Dade County this week
on a visit that will mix Latin America policy and campaign politics in the
coronavirus epicenter of the nation’s biggest swing state. Trump is
headed to the U.S. Southern Command in Doral Friday for an advance
look at a planned counternarcotics operation in the Caribbean,
according to the White House. Trump’s Doral trip, according to the
White House, aims to highlight “his administration’s relentless, whole-
of-government approach to curb the trafficking of drugs into our
country.”


D.C. matters
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Will Donald Trump wear a face mask when he visits South Florida? Doubtful.
Image via Getty.


“More than 30,000 Cuban Americans ask Trump to reverse order to
suspend immigration” via Mario J. Penton of the Miami Herald —
More than 30,000 Cuban Americans have signed a petition requesting
that Trump reverse a decree issued in June to suspend immigration
from the island — including family reunifications — until the end of the
year due to the coronavirus pandemic. “This proclamation is separating
families, a lot of children, parents, spouses and brothers/sisters have
been waiting long years to be reunited with their families,” said the
petition posted on the White House’s “WE the PEOPLE” site. WE the
PEOPLE is a section of the White House site for citizens to express
their views. For a petition to be considered for review, at least 100,000
signatures must be collected within 30 days.


“’I’m not welcome here’: Students, colleges shocked by Trump’s
new visa rule” via Juan Perez and Max: of POLITICO — A pending
order by the Trump administration to deport international students who
take online-only courses at their colleges is part of a new level of
political pressure to reopen schools in a few weeks. International
students expressed shock at the news. “It gave me a feeling that I'm not
welcome here, and that people don't want us to be here," said João
Cardoso, a Yale University senior from Portugal. Prominent higher
education groups said the impending rule to bar all international
students taking online-only courses would have a chilling effect on
American research and foreign policy, as well as a financial hit on
colleges. An official with the Council on American-Islamic Relations
described the prohibition as “cruel, dangerous and xenophobic.”
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“Harvard and MIT sue to stop Trump visa rules for foreign
students” via Anemona Hartocollis and Miriam Jordan of The New
York Times — Harvard University and the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology sued the Trump administration in federal court, seeking to
block a directive that would strip foreign college students of their visas if
the courses they take this fall are entirely online. The Massachusetts
attorney general vowed to support Harvard and M.I.T.’s efforts to block
the rules, which were announced by Immigration and Customs
Enforcement. “Massachusetts is home to thousands of international
students who should not fear deportation or be forced to put their health
and safety at risk in order to advance their education,” Maura Healey,
the attorney general, said in a statement. “This decision from ICE is
cruel, it’s illegal, and we will sue to stop it.”


“Supreme Court backs religious rights in contraceptive, school
cases” via Greg Stohr of Bloomberg — The U.S. Supreme Court struck
two blows for religious rights, including a decision that upholds Trump
administration rules giving employers a broad right to refuse to offer
birth control through their health plans. The justices also gave religious
organizations a bigger exemption from discrimination suits, throwing out
bias claims filed by two teachers who were fired by Roman Catholic
grade schools in California. Both decisions Wednesday were 7-2 as
Justices Stephen Breyer and Elena Kagan joined the court’s five
conservatives in the majority. The decisions came as the court said it
will issue the last opinions of its term Thursday. Those will include
rulings on subpoenas for Trump’s financial records from Congress and
a New York grand jury.


“Debbie Mucarsel-Powell joins local leaders in call for coordinated
action on COVID-19” via Spencer Fordin of Florida Politics —
Mucarsel-Powell, a member of the Congressional Coronavirus Task
Force, responded to another record-breaking weekend in Florida by
drafting a host of local leaders to sign on to a joint statement urging
coordinated action against the COVID-19 pandemic by Florida’s
government. Mucarsel-Powell was joined by state Sens. Annette
Taddeo and José Javier Rodriguez, state Reps. Kionne McGhee and
Javier Fernandez, county commissioners Daniella Levine Cava and
Dennis Moss, and the Mayors of several Florida cities.


“In Roger Stone account sweep, Facebook dumps Jacob Engels”
via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Central Florida political blogger
Engels and his Central Florida Post are among the dozens of people
and organizations that have been removed from Facebook in the social
medium’s effort to remove what it calls “disinformation accounts”
associated with Stone. Stone, a longtime ally and adviser to Trump,
was convicted in Nov. on seven counts of lying to Congress, tampering
with a witness, and obstructing the House investigation into whether the
Trump campaign coordinated with Russia to tip the 2016 election. He
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also has long been associated with organizations and individuals who
profess a mixture of libertarian and conservative political and social
views, which have produced and promoted what Facebook and others
have characterized as false right-wing conspiracy theories and political
disinformation.


For his relationship with Roger Stone, Facebook boots Central Florida blogger
Jacob Engels.


Epilogue — “Judge sets bail for woman accused of charging Mar-
a-Lago checkpoint” via Eliot Kleinberg of The Palm Beach Post — The
Connecticut woman accused of charging a barrier at Mar-a-Lago in
January, prompting the Secret Service and Palm Beach County sheriff’s
officers to fire at her, is finally expected to leave jail after five months. A
judge this week agreed to set bail for Hannah Roemhild, the now-31-
year old opera singer charged in the Jan. 31 incident outside Trump’s
Palm Beach “Winter White House.” The Palm Beach County Circuit
Court’s online docket was down Wednesday and the amount of bond
was not available. Roemhild still was jailed as of Wednesday afternoon.
Circuit Judge Joseph Marx’s ruling followed the submission by
Roemhild’s lawyers of letters of character reference from people in her
hometown of Deep River, Connecticut.


  


“Felons voting arguments slated in August” via the News Service of
Florida — A federal appeals court has scheduled oral arguments in a
Florida voting-rights case that could open the door for hundreds of
thousands of felons to cast ballots in this year’s elections. The 11th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals is slated to hear the case on Aug. 18. The
full court will hear arguments after DeSantis made the rare move of


Statewide
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asking for what is known as an “en banc,” or full court, initial review of
the state’s appeal of a decision by U.S. District Judge Robert Hinkle.
The legal battle focuses on the constitutionality of a 2019 law aimed at
carrying out a 2018 constitutional amendment that restored the voting
rights of felons “who have completed all terms of their sentences,
including parole and probation.”


“Nursing home takes Irma battle to federal courts” via Jim Saunders
of the News Service of Florida — The Rehabilitation Center at
Hollywood Hills filed a lawsuit in U.S. District Court in Fort Lauderdale
against the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services as the
nursing home challenges a decision that excludes it from federal health
care programs. That case came less than three weeks after the nursing
home filed a petition asking the U.S. Supreme Court to take up a
challenge to a decision by the Florida Agency for Health Care
Administration to revoke the facility’s license. Both cases argue that the
nursing home’s due-process rights were violated by government
agencies. The nursing home contends that former Gov. Rick Scott’s
administration rushed to take disciplinary action for political reasons.


“Wayne Mixson, who served 3 days as Florida governor, dies at 98”
via the News Service of Florida — Mixson, a North Florida farmer who
served two terms as lieutenant governor and a brief stint as governor,
died at his home in Tallahassee. He was 98. Mixson was elected
lieutenant governor in 1978 and 1982 as the running mate of Democrat
Bob Graham but is probably best remembered for serving three days
as governor in early 1987. That came after Graham was elected to the
U.S. Senate and stepped down as governor before his term ended to
go to Washington. Mixson was born in 1922 in New Brockton, Alabama,
and served in the Navy during World War II before graduating from the
University of Florida. He is survived by his wife of 72 years, Margie
Grace.
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Former Florida Gov. Wayne Mixson (right) seated with Carrol Dadisman. Mixon
died Wednesday at age 98. Image via Tallahassee Democrat.


  


New and renewed lobbying registrations:


Jason Allison, Robert Hosay, Foley & Lardner: Guard911, Validas
Corporation


Heather Turnbull, Christopher Finkbeiner, Rubin Turnbull &
Associates: Learning A-Z


Michael Kesti, Government Relations Group: National Bio+Green
Sciences


Lobby regs


  


“New July 2020 Electoral College ratings look more like
Democratic tsunami” via Amy Walter of the Cook Political Report —
This election is looking more like a Democratic tsunami than simply a
Blue wave. Trump, mired in some of the lowest job approval ratings of
his presidency, is trailing Biden by significant margins in key
battleground states. He’s even running behind Joe Biden in firewall
states of Florida and North Carolina. Georgia has joined Arizona, North
Carolina and Florida in the Toss Up column, although, at this point,
Biden would be slightly favored to win at least Arizona and Florida.
Maine’s 2nd district has moved from Likely Republican to a more
competitive Lean Republican. These moves alone push Biden over the
270 electoral vote threshold (to 279).


“Kanye West says he’s done with Trump — opens up about White


2020
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House bid, damaging Joe Biden and everything in between” via
Randall Lane of Forbes — West’s Fourth of July declaration, via Tweet,
that he was running for president lit the internet on fire, even as pundits
were trying to discern how serious he was. Over the course of four
rambling hours of interviews on Tuesday, the billionaire rapper turned
sneaker mogul revealed that he’s running for president in 2020 under a
new banner, the Birthday Party, with guidance from Elon Musk and an
obscure vice-presidential candidate he’s already chosen. “Like anything
I’ve ever done in my life,” says West, “I’m doing to win.” West says that
he’s OK with siphoning off Black votes from Biden, thus helping Trump.
“I’m not denying it, I just told you. To say that the Black vote is
Democratic is a form of racism and white supremacy.”


Kanye West says he is done with Donald Trump. Image via AP.


“Trump’s attacks on mail voting are turning Republicans off
absentee ballots” via Amy Gardner and Josh Dawsey of The
Washington Post — Trump’s relentless attacks on the security of mail
voting are driving suspicion among GOP voters toward absentee
ballots, a dynamic alarming Republican strategists, who say it could
undercut their own candidates, including Trump himself. In several
primaries this spring, Democratic voters have embraced mail ballots in
far larger numbers than Republicans during a campaign season defined
by the coronavirus pandemic. The growing Republican antagonism
toward voting by mail comes even as the Trump campaign is launching
a major absentee-ballot program in every competitive state, according
to multiple campaign advisers.


“Key battleground states most vulnerable to cutoff in jobless aid”
via Rebecca Rainey of POLITICO — Laid-off workers in key 2020
battleground states may be hurt the most when the $600-a-week boost
in unemployment benefits expires at the end of this month.
Pennsylvania, Michigan and Florida have some of the highest numbers
of unemployed workers in the country, and they’ll see a reduction of
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more than $3 billion per week in income once the enhanced aid runs
out, according to one estimate. The special vulnerability of these states
to the coronavirus-induced recession is likely to influence the election-
year debate in Washington over whether to extend the unprecedented
benefits as part of the next pandemic-relief package, a move that
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and other Republicans have
so far strongly resisted.


“Mayor Pete Buttigieg has a new book set for fall, ‘Trust’” via The
Associated Press — Buttigieg’s next book has a unifying message.
Liveright Publishing announced that the former Democratic presidential
candidate and South Bend, Indiana, Mayor had written “Trust:
America’s Best Chance,” scheduled for release Oct. 6. According to
Liveright, the book combines history and personal reflections in an
“urgent and soul-searching” exploration into creating a stronger
democracy. “In order for our country to move forward in the years
ahead, it will be more important than ever to build trust, trust in our
institutions and leaders, trust in each other, and trust around the world
in America itself,” Buttigieg said in a statement. Buttigieg’s previous
book, the memoir “Shortest Way Home” was a bestseller that sold more
than 100,000 copies as he became a national figure during his
presidential run.


Pete Buttigieg has a new book extolling unification by trust in politicians and
politics.


Meanwhile ... “Libertarians bring a socially distanced convention
to Orlando, with color-coded ‘risk bracelets’” via Steven Lemongello
of the Orlando Sentinel — The Republican National Convention in
Jacksonville next month won’t be the first national party gathering in
Florida this summer. The Libertarian National Convention kicks off
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Wednesday in Orlando, bringing hundreds of delegates to the five-day
event at the Rosen Centre on International Drive. The convention will
hold most of its larger sessions at the Orange County Convention
Center across the street, becoming one of the first events to be partially
held at the convention center since the pandemic began. Libertarian
national chair Nicholas Sarwark said the party is opposed to
government-mandated mask orders such as the one imposed by
Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings.


  


“Suit filed to label Jacksonville RNC health ‘nuisance,’ shrink
event” via Steve Patterson of The Florida Times-Union — A
Jacksonville attorney asked a judge Wednesday to declare next
month’s Republican National Convention a nuisance “injurious to the
health” of residents and require it to be a smaller event with masks and
social distancing to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. The
convention planned Aug. 24-27 at the VyStar Veterans Memorial Arena
“may cause COVID-19 to spread beyond anything experienced in the
world to date,” attorney W.C. Gentry argues in a suit he filed on behalf
of a string of residents and business operators he said would be
harmed by the event. The suit was filed in circuit court against the city,
the Republican National Committee, Trump’s reelection campaign and
ASM Global Parent Inc., the company that manages the arena.


Convention countdown
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“Police endorsement becomes flashpoint in Congressional District
5 race” via James Call of the Tallahassee Democrat — The
Jacksonville pharmacist seeking to unseat incumbent U.S. Rep. Al
Lawson launched a preemptive strike this week against a likely
endorsement of the Congressman by the Fraternal Order of Police. The
FOP represents and lobbies for sworn law enforcement officers. Its
chapters in the eight-county district that stretches from Quincy, west of
Tallahassee, to Jacksonville endorsed Lawson in both 2016 and 2018.
Over the Independence Day holiday, Democrat Albert Chester took to
social media to lambaste Lawson’s record on police reform. He said the
veteran lawmaker has failed to use his influence to build a bridge
between law enforcement and minority communities. The 71-year-old
Lawson quickly shot back that the allegation was false.


“Texas’ Ted Cruz wants Leo Valentin in Congress” via Scott Powers
of Florida Politics — Cruz is endorsing Valentin in his bid to win a
three-way Republican primary for Florida’s 7th Congressional District.


More from the trail
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Valentin, who operates a diagnostic radiology practice in Orlando, is
seeking a shot to take on U.S. Rep. Stephanie Murphy in the
November election. First, though, he has to defeat financier Richard
Goble of Longwood and business owner Yukong Zhao of Orlando in
the August 18 Republican primary. “We need Dr. Leo Valentin in
Congress! I’m proud to endorse Leo today, and I hope you’ll join me in
supporting him for #FL07,” Cruz said in a statement Wednesday. CD 7
covers Seminole County and parts of northern, eastern, and central
Orange County. Murphy has represented it for two terms.


Ted Cruz is all-in for Leo Valentin’s bid for Florida’s 7th Congressional District.


“Amanda Makki nabs two mayoral endorsements in CD 13 GOP
battle” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — Two Pinellas
County mayors are endorsing Makki for Florida’s 13th Congressional
District. Treasure Island Mayor Larry Lunn and Belleair Bluffs Mayor
Chris Arbutine, are backing the Republican candidate in the crowded
primary. The winner of the GOP primary will take on incumbent
Democrat Charlie Crist in November. “Amanda Makki is the
conservative leader Pinellas County can count on to stand up for us in
Congress and the only candidate who can beat liberal Charlie Crist.
Amanda understands the pressures facing small businesses, and she
has worked her whole life serving others and our nation. Her community
knowledge coupled with her passion to serve are just what we need,”
Arbutine said. Both mayors are Republicans.


“Matt Gaetz picks Ray Rodrigues for SD 27 primary” via Jacob
Ogles of Florida Politics — One of Florida’s most visible Congressmen
waded into the contentious Senate District 27 Republican primary.
Gaetz, a Panhandle Republican and cable news fixture, endorsed
Rodrigues for the open seat. “Rep. Ray Rodrigues is one of Florida’s
best public servants,” Gaetz tweeted to his 583,000 followers. “He’s
running for the state Senate in Southwest FL and has my total
endorsement.” Gaetz served with Rodrigues in the Florida House, and
he headed up DeSantis’ transition team. In Washington, he’s been one
of Trump‘s most high-profile defenders. He leaned into that resume as
he threw his support behind the Estero Republican.
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“House candidate Angie Nixon tests positive for COVID-19” via A.G.
Gancarski of Florida Politics — A Democratic candidate for the Florida
House from Jacksonville has tested positive for COVID-19. Angie
Nixon, primarying incumbent Rep. Kim Daniels in House District 14,
revealed Wednesday that she had tested positive for the disease. “I will
be self-quarantining for the foreseeable future and working with my
doctors for the right course of treatment over the next few weeks,”
Nixon tweeted. For Nixon, a candidate who has had real momentum in
terms of fundraising and endorsements, the positive diagnosis comes at
an inopportune time, just weeks from a primary against a second-term
incumbent.


—“Meet Ben Marcus, a Democrat running for House District 16” via
Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


“Michele Rayner picks up 3 high-profile endorsements in HD 70
race” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — Rayner picked up
three major endorsements this week, her campaign announced. Ruth’s
List Florida, SEIU Florida and Sen. Darryl Rouson are all throwing
their weight behind Rayner in her race for House District 70. Rayner is
one of four Democrats running to replace Rep. Wengay Newton in the
district. Newton is not seeking reelection and is instead running for
Pinellas County Commission. Ruth’s List is a huge get and comes with
potential substantial funding support. The group, formed in 2008, works
to elect Democratic women to public office. Since its founding, the
statewide organization has raised more than $5 million, elected 125
women to state and local offices and trained more than 2,100 others.
The group helped flip 21 seats blue in the 2018 election, with 40% of
those victories belonging to women of color.


Michele Rayner picks up a trio of high-profile endorsements in her bid to replace
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Wengay Newton.


— “Meet Jim Carroll, a Democrat running for House District 85” via
Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


“Miami-Dade Democratic Party says 27-year incumbent should
leave Miami-Dade State Attorney race” via Ryan Nicol of Florida
Politics — The Miami-Dade Democratic Party Executive Committee has
approved a resolution calling for Miami-Dade State Attorney Katherine
Fernandez Rundle to drop her reelection bid. The group cites
Fernandez Rundle’s record showing she has never prosecuted a cop
for an on-duty killing. Fernandez Rundle has served in the role for 27
years. That criticism has been amplified in the aftermath of George
Floyd‘s death while being pinned by Minneapolis police officers.
Fernandez Rundle has defended her record, arguing Florida’s laws set
a high barrier for those prosecutions and that her cohorts throughout
the state have also been slow to file similar charges.


  


“Joe Henderson: Same old story for Hillsborough School Board”
via Joe Henderson of Florida Politics — About 3 ½ hours into a
marathon Hillsborough County School Board meeting Tuesday, there
was this bombshell: The District’s reserve fund shrank by about $50
million. And upon learning this news, and, more importantly, how they
got here, well, let’s just say there appeared to be plenty of fireworks left
from the Fourth of July. “This Board has been betrayed,” outgoing
Board member Cindy Stuart said. “I’m literally shaking about this,”
Board member Stacy Hahn said, her voice rising as she processed
what she had heard. “This Board knew nothing about this until right
now. This is un-ac-cept-able,” Board member Steve Cona II said,
emphasizing each syllable.


Top opinion


  


“Larry Bourdeau: Florida’s chiefs support the need for reliable
statewide radio communications” via Florida Politics — A significant
number of Florida’s public safety agencies rely on the Statewide Law
Enforcement Radio System (SLERS) to provide a critical radio
communications lifeline to first responders. The state needs a system
with consistent coverage that utilizes the industry-standard Project 25
(P25) radio infrastructure, alongside new and emerging technologies. It
is imperative that the state have the opportunity to select technology
from vendors that best serve Floridians. On behalf of the State Law
Enforcement Chiefs’ Association, I ask that thoughtful consideration be
given to accelerating this process, so Florida can have the right vendor
in place quickly.


Opinions
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“In Florida, colleges go virtual while kindergartners meet face to
face?” via Scott Maxwell of the Orlando Sentinel — The state-ordered
mandate to open up classrooms seemed based more on politics than
science, issued the same day the president tweeted: “SCHOOLS
MUST OPEN IN THE FALL!!!” I don’t know about you, but all-cap
sentences with extra exclamation points don’t usually strike me as the
byproduct of a contemplatively thought-out, scientifically researched
plan. I actually think I support restarting face-to-face classes at most
education levels — in places where science and health data suggest it
makes sense. But very little about Florida’s NEWLY RELEASED
PLAN!!! seems to reflect a thoughtful, data-driven approach.


  


Illuminating another dark chapter in Florida history — the Ocoee
Election Day Massacre. Sunrise will discuss some of the disturbing
details in depth.


Also, in today’s Sunrise:


Today's Sunrise
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— The Florida Department of Health reports almost 10,000 new cases
of coronavirus and 48 additional fatalities Wednesday. We’re closing in
on 4,000 deaths and a quarter-million confirmed cases of COVID-19 in
Florida.


— Miami-Dade continues to be the epicenter of Florida’s outbreak and
Congresswoman Debbie Mucarsel-Powell blames that on the
President, Gov. DeSantis and the Mayor of Miami-Dade.


— Miami Mayor Francis Suarez is also trying to figure out how to deal
with that surge in COVID-19 cases. For starters, Suarez says masks
should be mandatory.


— And checking in with the Florida Church — raided by the feds.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“Trulieve donates $50K to Florida LGBTQ nonprofits” via Drew
Dixon of Florida Politics — One of the biggest medical marijuana
retailers in Florida gave a lift to the LGBTQ community following a


Aloe
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donation drive in June, which was Pride Month. Trulieve Cannabis
Corp. is donating about $50,000 to eight Florida-based nonprofit
organizations the company partnered with during Pride Month. Most of
that money was raised through special brands of medical marijuana —
“Rainbow Sherbet” and “TruSwag” — the company was selling last
month at about 50 stores in Florida in honor of the Pride movement.
“Trulieve is a company that stands for the rights and dignity of all
people, and we strive to create spaces that are safe, comfortable, and
welcoming to all,” said Valda Corvat, chief marketing officer for
Trulieve.


“Disney World passholders file lawsuit over billing error” via Ashley
Carter of Bay News 9 — Two Disney World annual passholders have
filed a lawsuit after Disney incorrectly charged passholders for the
months the parks have been closed because of the coronavirus
pandemic. The billing error happened Friday, with passholders being
charged as much as four months-worth of payments all at once. Disney,
in April, said that monthly payments for annual passes would be waived
until the parks reopened. “[The] defendant breached those contracts by
charging amounts that were unauthorized,” the lawsuit said. The lawsuit
is seeking class-action status.


“Splash Mountain has a long history of racial insensitivity. But re-
branding isn’t an easy fix.” via Gabrielle Russon of the Orlando
Sentinel — Disneyland had a problem. The “America Sings” show filled
with singing audio-animatronic animals often played to empty seats.
Meanwhile, Disney’s Southern California competitors built new log rides
that became instant fan favorites. So Disneyland hatched a plan to save
the animatronics while building its own version of a water ride, calling it
Splash Mountain. Orlando’s version opened three years later in 1992.
“The biggest thing to understand, nobody ever intended to create a ride
that was offensive. They were literally just looking for a theme for a
flume,” said Jim Hill, a historian who often blogs and podcasts about
Disney.
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Walt Disney World is ditching the theme for Splash Mountain, after a growing
outcry over its ‘racist’ background.


  


Best wishes to our own Bob Sparks, who does an incredible job
assembling our “Delegation” email newsletter. Also celebrating today
are Patrick Berman of Cushman & Wakefield, Ken Cashin, Trip
Farmer, Farhood Hoodi, April Salter, the name partner of Salter
Mitchell, Jon Shebel, and Heather Turnbull of Rubin Turnbull.


Happy birthday
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Delegation  for 7.17.20: RNC  — what sanctions? ♂ — Made in China  — COVID aid — high-speed safety


Date: Friday, July 17, 2020 2:37:04 PM


  


In a little more than one month, the Republican National Convention
(RNC) is scheduled to begin in Jacksonville. As the number of infected
Floridians and those losing their lives continues to rapidly rise, the
number of those questioning the wisdom of holding the event grows as
well.


While not on the same level as Miami-Dade or Broward County, Duval
County is seeing a corresponding uptick as well. Acknowledging the
contention of experts who say the virus is more easily transmitted
indoors, party organizers now speak of outdoor events, including TIAA
Bank Field, home of the Jacksonville Jaguars.


RNC SCALES BACK
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The mere thought of going forward with an assembled delegation,
whether inside or outside, makes no sense to former RNC Chair
Michael Steele, who was involved in the early planning of the 2012
Republican convention in Tampa before he was defeated by Reince
Priebus.


The 2016 Republican National Convention. In 2020, the RNC plans to scale back
the festivities. Image via AP.


“This sounds like a good, sweating time,” Steele deadpanned on
MSNBC. “Seriously, the way the President has whipsawed this national
committee into doing the most asinine and craziest thing … it is just
amazing to me.”


Six Republican U.S. Senators have already indicated they would not
be attending. To no one’s surprise, Utah’s Mitt Romney is one of
them, but he is joined by Lamar Alexander of Tennessee, Susan
Collins of Maine, Charles Grassley of Iowa, Lisa Murkowski of
Alaska and Pat Roberts of Kansas.


Rep. Matt Gaetz was among those not expressing concern about the
gathering.


"I'm concerned about parking. There's not a lot of places to park
downtown," he quipped. When asked for reaction to the six Senators
staying home, Gaetz said “They’re old.”


When President Donald Trump and the RNC announced the switch
from Charlotte to Jacksonville, North Florida Republicans expressed
their support for the move. Rep. John Rutherford called it “a huge win
for Northeast Florida and the Republican Party,” while Panama City
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Republican Dr. Neal Dunn said he was “ready to be going back to
having conventions and just be smart.”


Democratic Rep. Al Lawson, who represents portions of Jacksonville,
said at the time “public safety is more important than any of these
conventions.”


When the move to Jacksonville was announced, Florida had only
recently begun to see an uptick in the number of positive test results.
One month later, the dynamic has so dramatically changed, the
pressure on the RNC has steadily grown.


On July 16, GOP officials made the decision to “scale back” the
events. It will be “delegates only” for the first three nights of Aug. 24-26.
Trump’s acceptance speech will welcome an audience among
delegates, alternate delegates and guests, which makes sense to a
delegation Republican who helped bring the event to Jacksonville.


“If we have to get testing in place; if we have to get protective measures
in place; and if we are going to adjust the size of the crowd to be
flexible with this virus, then I think that’s appropriate and responsible,”
said St. Augustine Republican Michael Waltz, who is on the host
committee along with Rutherford and several others.


Now that the scope of the convention is settled, everyone remembers
the end of August is a prime period on the calendar for hurricanes,
right?


  


Just days after China sanctioned Sen. Marco Rubio for his incessant
criticism and activism against the interests of the Communist regime,
the second-term Republican was again speaking out, blasting the
stifling of dissent in Hong Kong. In an op-ed for Real Clear Politics,
Rubio, who is now barred from entering China, warned the U.S. must
act quickly in the name of national security.


Among the concerns is the possibility that sensitive U.S. technology will
be diverted to the Chinese military or foreign ministry. He praised
actions already taken to treat Hong Kong as if it was already a part of
China, while offering a hand to Hong Kongers seeking to flee.


RUBIO: WHAT SANCTIONS?
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Sanctions? What sanctions? Marco Rubio is not even mentioning that China is
sanctioning him.


“My bipartisan Hong Kong Safe Harbor Act provides a blueprint for
how to welcome Hong Kongers to the U.S.,” he wrote. “The looming
crackdown, however, could outpace the legislative process. The
administration should prepare a profile of Hong Kong activists
vulnerable to persecution to help the U.S. consulate identify those who
should be eligible to come to the United States under existing
programs.”


Rubio also took note of recent aggressive actions by the United States
to contest Chinese claims to dominion over most of the South China
Sea. The Trump administration has now deemed the Chinese claim
“illegal” and has staged a Navy presence in recent months.


“The People's Republic of China (PRC) cannot be allowed to illegally
assert control over maritime territory in the region and the United States
rightly rejected all of Beijing's spurious claims,” Rubio said in a
statement.


“China’s unlawful actions will not be tolerated and I urge my colleagues
in Congress to swiftly pass my bipartisan South China Sea and East
China Sea Sanctions Act (S. 1634) to impose costs on Chinese
individuals and entities for their flagrant violations of international law.”


Rubio’s bill has 16 bipartisan co-sponsors including Sen. Rick Scott.


  


Anti-China sentiment has heightened in the U.S. with the onslaught of


MADE IN CHINA?
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the coronavirus that originated there. That sentiment has also grown in
India to the point of getting online retailers to provide the country of
origin on products sold in that manner.


With the growing animosity toward the Chinese government, Scott
believes the same practice should be followed in the United States,
thereby allowing Americans to make a conscious choice on the
products they buy. In letters to Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos, Walmart
CEO Doug McMillon and National Retail Federation CEO Matthew
Shay, Scott asked the retail giants to follow India’s lead, but also said
legislation may be on the way.


With anti-China sentiment on the rise, Rick Scott wants products to have a point-
of-origin label.


“Now is the time for Amazon to lead the charge on this effort and initiate
this same requirement here,” the letter to Bezos reads. “In the U.S.
Senate, I introduced the Promoting Responsibility in Markets and E-
Retailers (PRIME) Act to require online retailers to list the country of
origin for each product they sell …”


Scott added he has “joined (Wisconsin Democratic) Sen. Tammy
Baldwin in introducing the Country of Origin Labeling (COOL)
Online Act, which would give the Federal Trade Commission the
authority over such laws. I am urging all of my colleagues to quickly
pass these bills to provide more transparency in online shopping.”


India acted not long after a border clash with Chinese forces left 20
Indian soldiers dead. The U.S. is rapidly becoming more confrontational
with China in the Pacific (see “Rubio” above), as well as acting to root
out Chinese efforts to infiltrate American research efforts.


  FOREIGN COVID AID
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Several Senate Republicans are huddling together to come up with
their version of the next round of coronavirus aid. There is now
bipartisan consensus that more is needed to offset the damages to
public health, as well as federal, state and local economies.


An emerging issue is the impact COVID-19 has had on countries
around the world, especially those without the resources to fully combat
the effects. While there is no consensus on how large the financial
package should be, there is growing agreement that aiding foreign
countries is a good idea.


Mitch McConnell says COVID-19 relief will dominate the Senate starting next
week. Image via Getty.


The Florida delegation is playing a leading role in advocating for foreign
aid in both houses of Congress. Last week, Rubio and Democratic Sen.
Ben Cardin of Maryland led 32 Senators in a letter to Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell and Minority Leader Chuck Schumer calling for aid
that is “robust, coordinated and sufficiently resources.”


“According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 70% of
the world remains underprepared to prevent, detect, and respond to a
public health emergency,” the Senators wrote. “With more than 12
million cases in more than 180 countries, it is clear that no matter how
successful we are at fighting COVID-19 here at home, we will never
stop its spread — or prevent it from rebounding back to our shores — if
we are not also fighting it around the world.”


Earlier this month, West Palm Beach Democrat Lois Frankel and
Naples Republican Francis Rooney led 123 House colleagues in a
letter to Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy
calling for the foreign assistance.


“To protect American jobs and help ensure a swift economic recovery,
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we need to confront the dire economic and humanitarian consequences
of this disease in emerging and developing markets,” they wrote. “As
we continue to compete with countries like China for global influence,
we cannot risk sitting on the sidelines.”


Some estimates say the need approaches $31 billion to be shared
among developed countries. Out of $10 billion targeted by United
Nations-related funds, only $2.5 billion has been raised.


McConnell said the coronavirus relief package “will dominate our time
… starting next week.”


  


What are the long-term effects of school shooter drills?


That’s the question being asked by Rep. Stephanie Murphy, who
earned a victory in conjunction with fellow Democrat Ed Perlmutter
from Colorado Wednesday.


Murphy and Perlmutter won a $1 million approval from the House
Appropriations Committee for independent experts to publish a study on
the potential effects of active shooter drills in schools around the
country. Last year, a commission recommended fewer shooting drills
in Florida.


Stephanie Murphy gets $1M for studying the effects of active-shooter drills in
schools. Image via Getty.


The National Academies of Science, Engineering and Medicine are
set to use the congressional funding to examine the possible emotional
and behavioral effects of active shooter drills, lockdown drills and other
firearm violence prevention activities for grades K-12.


TARGETING ACTIVE SHOOTER DRILLS
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Once those studies are done, the report will be used to identify best
practices going forward.


“As a mom with two young children, I’ve had to talk with them about the
traumatic experience of an active shooter drill at their school and
answer many heartbreaking questions, including why a drill was even
needed in the first place,” said Murphy. “The Parkland shooting in
Florida tragically reminded us of the importance of student and staff
preparedness.


“As states put in place plans to ensure students can safely return to the
classroom once this pandemic subsides, we must also give school
administrators the tools they need to most effectively conduct active
shooter drills. This expert study will help us protect students from the
physical threat of school shootings without causing lasting
psychological trauma in the process."


  


Reps. Brian Mast and Bill Posey introduced the Pedestrian Safety
Study Act Thursday in order to help protect people who live along the
high-speed rail corridor on Florida’s East Coast.


Residents and local businesses have expressed safety concerns about
the project, and there have been 74 deaths along the rail corridor over
the last three years. Forty of those deaths were directly related to the
new high-speed train, and an analysis by The Associated Press in 2019
concluded that the project had “the worst per-mile death rate of the
nation’s 821 railroads.”


  


Brian Mast joined Bill Posey on a bill to protect pedestrians living in the high-
speed rail corridor of Florida's East Coast.


HIGH-SPEED SAFETY
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“The deaths our communities have already witnessed along this
corridor clearly indicate there are safety issues, and Brightline has a
long history of straight-up lying to the people of Florida, so at this point I
don’t believe they’ve earned the trust to decide for themselves whether
their trains are safe,” said Mast, a Palm City Republican. “This study is
much needed to expose these issues before more lives are lost.”


The Pedestrian Safety Study Act will direct the Federal Railroad
Association and the Federal Highway Administration to conduct a safety
study along the Virgin/Brightline high-speed corridor, and it will place a
special emphasis on schools in the vicinity of the tracks.


“These trains will travel at fast speeds through existing town centers
and residential areas with little separating the tracks from the
surrounding communities,” said Posey, a Rockledge Republican. The
introduction of high- speed rail will undoubtedly present safety
challenges for many, including our schools, and that needs to be
properly addressed.


“I thank my colleague Rep. Brian Mast for his strong leadership and for
partnering with me to ensure the safety of our Florida constituents.”


  


On multiple occasions, the COVID-19 pandemic has shed light on the
U.S. dependency on China and other foreign nations for vital supplies
and consumer goods. Posey has proposed legislation to assist
companies that want to bring manufacturing facilities back to the United
States.


Specifically, the Reshoring American Manufacturing Act of 2020
(RAM ACT) would provide tax credits to U.S. companies that bring their
manufacturing equipment back from overseas. Within those companies
wishing to take that step are some faced with financial hurdles such as
high costs associated with transporting the equipment.


BRING MANUFACTURING BACK
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Bill Posey is working to claw back U.S. manufacturing.


“Over the last three years, we have made great progress in rebuilding
America’s manufacturing capability, adding 500,000 good-paying
manufacturing jobs,” Posey said in a news release. “This legislation will
build on that success by further breaking our dependence on China,
restoring American manufacturing jobs, and rebuilding American
industries and supply chains that are vital to our national security by
bringing them home.”


Also included in the legislation is a “clawback” provision, which would
prevent companies from moving the same equipment back overseas
should they take advantage of the tax credit.


In February, Posey Introduced another bill involving dependency on
China. He joined with Ohio Democrat Tim Ryan to launch the Safe
Medicine Act, a law that would cut down on the nearly 80% of
pharmaceutical ingredients that come from China and other foreign
sources.


In addition to leaving the U.S. open to coercion in times of crisis, some
of those ingredients from China were subject to recall for safety
concerns. Posey and Ryan said it was time the U.S. “take a hard look”
at producing lifesaving medication domestically.


  CUTBACKS OFF-TRACK
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At the end of June, Amtrak announced a reduction in trains from
Florida to New York with more cuts on the way. On July 6, the Amtrak
Silver Star and Silver Meteor began running three and four days a week
instead of every day, something that drew the attention of Rep. Darren
Soto.


Soto sent a letter to the Federal Railroad Administration inquiring about
the cuts. He expressed concern that the reduction in routes could
potentially impact tourism in Central Florida, which would make
economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic increasingly difficult.


Darren Soto worries the reduction of Amtrak routes will take a toll on Central
Florida tourism.


“According to the most recent state statistics, Florida had a 9.7% drop
in domestic travel from January to March 2020; a drop likely to increase
once the figures for the second quarter of 2020 are published,” the
Kissimmee Democrat wrote. “With a local economy based in tourism
and hospitality, my district currently faces a 30% unemployment rate.”


In early March, Soto hosted a roundtable with Rep. Pete DeFazio, the
chair of the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. The
conversation centered around the Invest In America Act (which
became the Moving Forward Act), of which seven delegation
Democrats are co-sponsors.


The legislation, which passed the House on July 1, would triple the
current funding to Amtrak by $29 million for the next five years. With the
Senate unlikely to take up the bill, the funding is in limbo unless another
mechanism to increase Amtrak’s government assistance is found.


Soto also noted the success of local commuter rail, which is preparing
for imminent expansion.


“Our commuter rail, SunRail, has completed four years of service and
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will soon open a new 17.2-mile expansion. I hope that these proposed
service reductions are temporary, and Amtrak service will further boost
our economic recovery by providing transportation choices for the
millions of visitors coming to Central Florida each year,” Soto
concluded.


  


The Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations bill for the fiscal year
2020 passed full committee Tuesday with provisions secured by Rep.
Charlie Crist to increase environmental and veteran funding.


Crist, who represents Florida’s 13th Congressional District, secured $14
million to address harmful algae blooms like red tide and $30 million for
Veteran Treatment Courts to provide veterans access to treatment
instead of jail time.


Appropriations bills from Charlie Crist would help boost funding for the
environment and veterans.


The $14 million allocated to the harmful algae blooms is a 40%
increase from last year and the $30 million for VTC is a $7 million
increase from last year.


The bill also includes policing and racial justice reforms, including $400
million in grants for reform initiatives, $77.5 million for community
relations, $8 million for hate crime prevention and $5 million for a
national task force to oversee law enforcement. It also requires states
and counties to ban the use of excessive force, chokeholds, “no-knock”
warrants in drug cases and other standards in order to receive federal
policing funds.


“This year’s Commerce, Justice, and Science appropriations bill also
includes major wins for Tampa Bay and our nation, including funding for


FUNDING BILL PASSES
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policing reforms, increasing protections for seniors made vulnerable by
bad actors in the guardianship system, more funding to protect our
coastal areas, and restrictions on federal intrusion into states like
Florida that have legalized medical marijuana,” Crist said in a news
release.


The St. Petersburg Democrat also successfully added language
directing the FBI to increase its efforts to combat elder abuse and
guardianship fraud and to establish a guardianship fraud hotline.


The bill, expected on the House floor in the coming weeks, also
includes language to stop the federal government from interfering with
states with medical marijuana laws on the books.


  


Rep Kathy Castor, the chair of the House Select Committee on the
Climate Crisis, took aim at Trump’s plans to gut the National
Environmental Policy Act on Wednesday. The act, which was signed
into law on New Year’s Day of 1970, requires federal agencies to
assess the environmental effects of proposed actions before making
decisions.


The New York Times reported Wednesday that Trump intends to limit
public review of federal infrastructure projects in order to expedite
permitting and construction.


Castor responded to those reports pointedly in a public statement.


Kathy Castor is clearing the air with Donald Trump on environmental issues.
Image via CQ/Roll Call.


“Shame on this President for continuing to turn his back on the health of
American families. For decades, the National Environmental Policy Act
has given vulnerable communities a means to protect their health and


CLEARING THE AIR
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make their voices heard when polluters want to set up shop in their
neighborhoods,” the Tampa Democrat said. “The president gives
polluters carte blanche to do what they want and he asks families to
pay the price.


“Today’s move especially will sideline communities of color, who have
historically carried the burden of environmental injustice, and leave
them even more vulnerable to the expensive health risks of pollution,
including cancer and respiratory disease.”


Castor also criticized the President for “ignoring science and shunning
experts” in the interest of moving permitting and construction projects
forward with little regard to the environment.


“One thing is clear: President Donald Trump could not care less about
clean air, clean water or the climate,” said Castor. “In fact, his move
today proves that he’s willing to risk the health of our children and the
well-being of our communities so polluters can turn a profit.”


  


Assuming Democrats retain control of the House of Representatives,
the Appropriations Committee will choose a new chair to succeed the
retiring Rep. Nita Lowey of New York. Rep. Debbie Wasserman
Schultz is one of three competing for the post and this week provided a
glimpse of what she would do if elected.


In a letter to fellow committee members, the Weston Democrat pledged
to create a new spending advisory panel on equity, justice, and
diversity. She said the current backdrop of demonstrations presents the
perfect opportunity to make such a change in the way budget decisions
are made.


ADVISORY PANEL PROPOSED
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Debbie Wasserman Schultz is making moves to show she is the best pick to chair
the Appropriations Committee.


"The panel would comprehensively review federal programs and the
President’s budget requests to identify ongoing inequities in
communities of color and historically marginalized communities," her
letter read.


Wasserman Schultz currently serves the chair of the appropriations
subcommittee overseeing spending on military construction, Veterans
Affairs and related agencies. She is competing with Democratic Reps.
Rosa DeLauro of Connecticut and Marcy Kaptur of Ohio for the
committee’s top spot.


  


The CARES Act was a $2.2 trillion package that provided relief to
individuals, small businesses and larger employers to keep employees
on the payroll. This week, Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell announced a
huge infusion of federal dollars designed to help accomplish that goal.


She announced $326 million in Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
grants from the CARES Act going toward the South Florida Regional
Transportation Authority (SFRTA) and Miami-Dade Department of
Transportation and Public Works (DTPW) for transit systems, including
bus and rail.


“As we face one of the worst economic crises since the Great
Depression, I’m proud to have fought for and won this funding in the
CARES Act to protect the jobs of our invaluable transit workers and
keep transit systems running so essential workers can continue their
life-saving work,” the Miami Democrat said in a news release.


Debbie Mucarsel-Powell is celebrating a large CARES Act grant for South Florida.


HUGE GRANT AWARDED
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According to Mucarsel-Powell, who sits on the Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee, $103 million of the grant funds will go
toward operating assistance and preventive maintenance costs to
maintain Tri-Rail service throughout the SFRTA's 18 stations and 72-
mile corridor, rail fleet, and Operations Center.


DTPW will use $223 million for bus and rail system salary expenses,
paratransit operations, vanpool program expenses, and security-
enhancing lighting and door replacement projects.


  


Florida legislators earned a win Wednesday when the House
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee passed the Water
Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2020, and Audubon Florida
lauded Mast and Mucarsel-Powell for their steadfast devotion to the
Everglades.


Mast enumerated several key fixes made by the bill including the
reduction of toxic discharges from Lake Okeechobee and expediting
construction of the EAA Southern Storage Reservoir.


The bill will also require the Army Corps of Engineers to conduct
research to determine the causes of harmful algal blooms in Lake
Okeechobee and to implement measures to eliminate them.


Last year, Mast worked with the Environmental Protection Agency to
set a new public health standard for microcystin (eight parts per billion.)


Something is in the water, says Brian Mast.


WHAT IS IN THE WATER?
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“For decades, our community has been on the receiving end of toxic
discharges over 60 times more toxic than the Environmental Protection
Agency considers safe for human contact, putting our public health at
risk,” said Mast. “These discharges — which the Army Corps of
Engineers has acknowledged to be toxic — absolutely must come to an
end.


“Demanding that the Army Corps must seek to reduce discharges to
our estuaries is a huge victory, and now our fight continues to build on
this momentum, continue the fight for zero discharges and send the
water south.”


U.S. Rep. Daniel Webster lauded the passage of the Water Resources
Development Act, and he said it will authorize funding for critical ports,
inland waterways, flood protection, ecosystem restoration and a host of
other infrastructure upgrades integral to Florida’s future.


“I am particularly glad, this bill was passed today without language that
would put Florida communities, the Everglades and our vital agriculture
industry at great risk of water shortages during our dry seasons,” said
Webster. “Thanks to hard work with committee leadership and
stakeholders across Florida, we have an agreement that helps tackle
the algae blooms while also ensuring water access for everyone and
the Everglades are protected.”


  


With Florida now known as the country’s “epicenter” for the COVID-19
virus, Gov. Ron DeSantis continues to be besieged with calls for a
statewide order to wear masks. In addition to not issuing such an order,
he has insisted that he will not go back to an economic shutdown
and is moving ahead with a plan to reopen Florida schools.


While the state has slowed the reopening process, that is far from
sufficient, according to Rep. Donna Shalala. She is calling for a two-
week total lockdown, describing that step as the only way to bring the
virus under control.


SHALALA: LOCKDOWN!
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Donna Shalala says 'lockdown!' Image via Getty.


“COVID is now out of control. And there are no little nuances that you
can do, there is no substitute for closing down,” the Coral Gables
Democrat told Miami’s WLRN radio. “I said four months ago the worst
thing we can do for our community is if we have to close down again.
We didn’t do it right the first time, we have to do it right this time.”


Shalala offered her views as California went into a near-lockdown this
week. She said failures at the national and state level makes such a
step necessary in Florida.


“I don't know why people run for office if they're not willing to make
tough decisions,” she said. “And the idea of not following science is just,
it's dangerous as we have seen. And this is about life and death, we're
not talking about some political ideology.”


  


July 17, 1962 — The Senate voted down a bill that would provide
government-backed health care to the nation’s elderly population. The
Medicare proposal failed by a vote of 52-48 with both Florida Senators,
Democrats Spessard Holland and George Smathers, voting to kill the
bill. Smathers said the legislation did not go far enough and had no
chance to pass the House.


He also predicted that in two years Congress will pass an “effective,
long-range program of care for those elderly people, regardless of
whether they are under Social Security, who need it and seek it.”
President John F. Kennedy, who strongly backed the bill, was asked if
he would decline to endorse his good friend Smathers for reelection
due to his vote, but the President demurred.


July 17, 2018 — The fallout from Trump’s Helsinki summit with Russian


ON THIS DAY
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President Vladimir Putin continues with Trump “clarifying” a statement
he made indicating there was “no reason to believe” Russia interfered
in the 2016 election. That drew a bipartisan rebuke, forcing the
President to say there was no reason why he “wouldn’t” believe there
was interference.


Trump further added he accepted the intelligence community’s view
that Russia meddled in the election, but despite an ongoing
investigation by special counsel Robert Mueller, the President
maintained “There was no collusion at all.”


Nonpolitical: With baseball set to resume next week, it is worthy to
note that Joe DiMaggio’s record 56-game hitting streak ended on this
day in 1941. DiMaggio went hitless in four plate appearances in a 4-3
Yankee victory in Cleveland.


Not politics, still impressive: 'The Yankee Clipper' Joe DiMaggio ended his 56-
game hitting streak on this day in 1941.
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Hi, Dr. Rolle,
 
Here is the proposed statement. I used the language from the Tampa Bay Times call sheet
like Nina Recommended. I have attached that particular call sheet for your reference.
 
 
Proposed Statement:
 
The Florida Department of Health in Duval County’s mission is to protect, promote &
improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county & community
efforts; this will remain the case throughout and well after the pandemic. Details of the RNC
plan are underway and will be shared with the public as the event approaches
.
The recommended measures for the RNC will significantly depend on what the data reveals
in the upcoming months. The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will continue to
closely monitor state and local data to gain insight into trends and any other
epidemiological information that will help us better understand the virus.
 
COVID-19 safety protocols can change daily, and standards could be different by August.
The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will support the city of Jacksonville in its
efforts to keep Jacksonville and event attendees safe and healthy by recommending that
up-to-date CDC guidance for mass events is followed.
 
The Florida Department of Health in Duval County continues to recommend frequent
handwashing, social distancing and facial coverings as a way to mitigate spread.  Those
who are above age 65, have chronic diseases or are immunocompromised should continue
to avoid crowds and limit non-essential travel.
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Given the rise of COVID-19 cases in some places around the county, does the Florida Department of Health think it's medically advisable for the RNC to host an event in a "packed arena" in late August, as GOP Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel promised? Why or why not?





The Florida Department of Health in Duval County continues to recommend frequent handwashing, social distancing and facial coverings as a way to mitigate spread.  Those who are above age 65, have chronic diseases or are immunocompromised should continue to avoid crowds and limit non-essential travel.





What sorts of checks or safety measures could the GOP/Trump Campaign put in to make such an event safer? 


That will depend significantly on what the COVID-19 data will reveal in the upcoming months. COVID-19 safety protocols can change daily, and standards could be different by August. The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will support the city of Jacksonville in its efforts to keep Jacksonville and event attendees safe and healthy by implementing current CDC guidance.


To what extent has the Florida Department of Health been in contact with the GOP/Trump campaign as it relates to these questions? 


The Florida Department of Health’s mission is to protect, promote & improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county & community efforts; this will remain the case throughout and well after the pandemic. Details of the plan are underway and will be shared with the public as the event approaches. 


Is there empirical evidence that large indoor gatherings like this have been super spreader events in Florida? 


Mass gatherings may increase the risk of spreading the disease; however, we do not have any data at this time that specifically points to that as a contributing factor to current increases in cases. 


Is there anything else the attending public or outside public needs to know about the health picture associated with the August GOP Convention events in Jacksonville?


The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will continue to closely monitor state and local data to gain insight into trends and any other epidemiological information that will help us better understand the COVID-19 virus. We will work with local, state and federal partners to make informed decisions based on data in order to keep the people of Jacksonville and attendees safe.
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Epstein, Samantha
Subject: Re: Response to Concerned Citizen
Date: Monday, June 15, 2020 10:58:16 AM
Attachments: image002.png


Ok. Vet it with ESF-14.


Pauline J. Rolle, MD, MPH, CPH
Interim Health Officer
Medical Executive Director
DOH-Duval


Get Outlook for Android


From: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2020 10:52:06 AM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Response to Concerned Citizen
 
Hi, Dr. Rolle,
After consulting with the Mayor’s Public Affairs Team, this is the response that I propose we use with these kinds of inquiries. Please let me know
what you think.
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
 
Hello, Daniel-
 
Thank you for contacting the Florida Department of Health in Duval County with your thoughts about the 2020 Republican National Convention being
held in Jacksonville. We value thoughtful feedback from Duval County citizens like you.
 
We understand there are concerns about the health and safety of the community surrounding this high-profile event. We will be working with state
and local officials, including the State Health Office and the city of Jacksonville, to ensure that CDC guidelines are followed at this large event.
 
Again, thank you for your feedback.
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Daniel Litwak <daniellitwak@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2020 5:59 PM
To: zzzz Feedback, CHD16_DCHD_Contact <DCHD.Contact@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RNC CONVENTION
 
How dare you allow our city to be infested and infected by allowing thousands of screaming unmasked people go home to spread the Covid all over
the country.
It is irresponsible of you!
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From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: RE: Large-scale events -- WJXT Question
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 3:06:40 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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Thanks, Dr. Rolle 
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 3:06 PM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Re: Large-scale events -- WJXT Question
 
You can send that statement and include the document you sent Nikki previously on
pandemics and mass gatherings when we were preparing for the Gate River Run.


Pauline J. Rolle, MD, MPH, CPH
Interim Health Officer
Medical Executive Director
DOH-Duval


Get Outlook for Android
 


From: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 1:15:03 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: FW: Large-scale events -- WJXT Question
 
Hi, Dr Rolle.
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Channel 4 has asked: Does the Health Department have a statement or recommendations for a
large-scale event like the RNC here in Jacksonville? Would such an event create an increased
potential for the spread of COVID-19 and what safety/health measures would need to be in
place to prevent a further resurgence of the virus?
 
May I just sent them this statement from earlier?
 
If the Republican National Convention is held in Duval County, The Florida Department of
Health in Duval County will work to support the city of Jacksonville to ensure the well-being of
event attendees.
 
The Department would work with local officials to ensure that all the appropriate measures
are being taken with regards to COVID-19 based on the current CDC guidance.
 
 


 


From: Joe McLean <jmclean@wjxt.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 1:11 PM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Fw: Large-scale events -- WJXT Question
 
Hi, Alison!
 
Does the Health Department have a statement or recommendations for a large-scale event
like the RNC here in Jacksonville? Would such an event create an increased potential for the
spread of COVID-19 and what safety/health measures would need to be in place to prevent a
further resurgence of the virus?
 
Let me know if you have any info for me. 
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Thanks!
 
Mc
 
 



Joe McLean  | News Reporter
WJXT Channel 4 | 4 Broadcast Place  |  Jacksonville, FL 32207
O: 904.393.9844
C: 816.777.8401
E: jmclean@wjxt.com
 


THE LOCAL STATION  |  NEWS4JAX.COM  |  THISTV JACKSONVILLE


THE CW   |   YOURJAX.COM   |   BOUNCE JACKSONVILLE


 


From: Joe McLean <jmclean@wjxt.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 11:04 AM
To: CHD16_DCHD_Contact@flhealth.gov <CHD16_DCHD_Contact@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Large-scale events -- WJXT Question
 
Hi, Alison!
 
Does the Health Department have a statement or recommendations for a large-scale event
like the RNC here in Jacksonville? Would such an event create an increased potential for the
spread of COVID-19 and what safety/health measures would need to be in place to prevent a
further resurgence of the virus?
 
Let me know if you have any info for me. 
 
Thanks!
 
Mc
 



Joe McLean  | News Reporter
WJXT Channel 4 | 4 Broadcast Place  |  Jacksonville, FL 32207
O: 904.393.9844
C: 816.777.8401
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E: jmclean@wjxt.com
 


THE LOCAL STATION  |  NEWS4JAX.COM  |  THISTV JACKSONVILLE


THE CW   |   YOURJAX.COM   |   BOUNCE JACKSONVILLE
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: DL CHD16 COVID19 Leadership
Subject: Fw: FOUO - Republican National Convention Situation Report #8 [20200721 - 1600]
Date: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 3:57:21 PM


From: Shannon Nelson - COJ Emergency Preparedness and Homeland Security <ro-jax@readyop.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 3:56 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: FOUO - Republican National Convention Situation Report #8 [20200721 - 1600]
 
All,
Please see the attached Situation Report #8 for the Republican National Convention:


For Official Use Only (FOUO)
The unauthorized disclosure of which could adversely impact the conduct of Federal programs, or other programs
or operations essential to the national interest.
 
SITUnit
City of Jacksonville
Emergency Operations Center
904-255-3129 (Desk)
904-255-3121 (Watch Office)
904-255-3110 (Main Line)
eocsitunit@coj.net












From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.8.20 — Burnin’ today: Mears, Smith, Trump,


Esper, Biden, DeSantis
Date: Monday, June 8, 2020 4:01:28 AM


A top-of-Sunburn birthday shoutout to one of the absolute people in The
Process, our dear friend Kathy Mears. Today Meerkat is turning the big
5-0.


___


The very best of wishes to Ryan Smith, director of public affairs at
McNicholas & Associates. Smith, a devout movie and Star Wars fan,
married Kelly Kibbey, an attorney with the Florida Senate Health
Policy Committee, in a family ceremony this weekend. Another wedding
celebration with friends is expected in November. Congratulations to
the happy couple!
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Mazel Tov to the happy couple Ryan and Kelly!


___


Florida’s qualifying period begins at noon Monday, kicking off the mad
dash to make the ballot. Over the subsequent 96 hours, the chessboard
will be set for the 2020 cycle and the match for who controls the Florida
Legislature.


Qualifying week always brings some drama. From plane crashes to
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bounced checks, it’s the biennial proof that Murphy’s law is no theory.


FedEx planes full of candidate paperwork have nose-dived at the Tally
airport, last-minute filers have appeared out of thin air, financial
disclosures have expired and qualifying checks — which can’t be a day
late — have been a dollar (or penny) short.


Given the surprises 2020 has already brought, anything is possible this
year. Especially since Democrats are fielding candidates in all 120
House seats.


Though only a handful of districts are truly ripe for a flip, winning on a
technicality is still a win.


Democrats experienced that firsthand two years ago — albeit between
two members of the party — when former Rep. Barrington Russell
whiffed on his paperwork, allowing now-Rep. Anika Omphroy to win
election unopposed.


Whether the path is extraordinary or mundane, the matches that matter
will be defined come Friday.


Republicans currently enjoy a 23-17 majority in the Senate and a 73-47
advantage in the House.


SD 39, where GOP Sen. Anitere Flores is exiting due to term limits, is
the only truly competitive seat in the upper chamber, though Democrats
have eyes on flipping exiting Sen. David Simmons’ SD 9 seat while
Republicans have made denying SD 37 Sen. Jose Javier Rodriguez a
second term one of their stretch goals.


There’s also the question of SD 20, where former GOP Rep. Danny
Burgess seeks to replace Sen. Tom Lee. It wasn’t seen as competitive
— in fact, it wasn’t even slated for the ballot — but the lack of an
incumbent is an opportunity Democrats don’t plan to waste.


  


PGA Tour resumes with Charles Schwab Challenge in Fort Worth — 3;
Last day of state candidate qualifying — 6; “Devolution: A Firsthand
Account of the Rainier Sasquatch Massacre” by Max Brooks release
— 8; Belmont Stakes rescheduled — 12; Father’s Day — 13; Apple to
hold Developer Conference — 14; NBA training camp — 22; “The
Outpost” with Orlando Bloom and Scott Eastwood premieres — 25;
NBA teams traveled to Orlando — 29; Disney World Magic Kingdom &
Animal Kingdom to reopen — 33; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood
Studios to reopen — 37; Federal taxes due — 37; Christopher Nolan’s
“Tenet” premieres — 39; “Mulan” premieres — 46; TED conference
rescheduled — 47; NBA season restart in Orlando — 53; Democratic


Days until







National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 70; NBA draft lottery — 76;
Florida primaries for 2020 state legislative/congressional races — 77;
Indy 500 rescheduled — 87; Republican National Convention begins in
Charlotte — 80; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 81; “A Quiet Place
Part II” premieres — 88; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby —
89; Rescheduled date for French Open — 106; First presidential debate
in Indiana — 114; Preakness Stakes rescheduled — 1117; First vice
presidential debate at the University of Utah — 124; NBA season ends
(last possible date) — 126; Second presidential debate scheduled at
the University of Michigan — 129; NBA draft — 129; Wes Anderson’s
“The French Dispatch” premieres — 130; NBA free agency — 132;
Third presidential debate at Belmont — 137; 2020 General Election —
148; “Black Widow” premieres — 150; NBA 2020-21 training camp —
155; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 162; “No Time to Die”
premieres — 169; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 176 “Top Gun:
Maverick” premieres — 218; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 244; New
start date for 2021 Olympics — 410; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 419;
“Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres — 515; “Thor: Love
and Thunder” premieres — 613; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness” premieres — 6485; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 768;
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 851.







  


“A U-turn, an angry president and a fateful walk to a church” via
Robert Burns of The Associated Press — Defense Secretary Mark
Esper was three blocks from the FBI’s Washington Field Office. He had
planned to confer there at a security command center, but plans
changed with an unexpected call to divert immediately. Go the White
House. Donald Trump wanted 10,000 federal troops immediately on
the streets to control a situation some aides believed could escalate
dangerously. After Trump finished his remarks in the Rose Garden he
gathered aides and officials, including Esper, for a walk across
Lafayette Park to St. John’s Church.


America smoldering
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Donald Trump's fateful walk across Lafayette Park for a photo op at St. John’s
Church.


“Pentagon disarms National Guard activated in D.C., sends active-
duty forces home” via Paul Sonne, Fenit Nirappil and Josh Dawsey of
The Washington Post — The Pentagon has told National Guardsmen
deployed to the nation’s capital not to use firearms or ammunition, and
has issued orders to send home active-duty troops that the Trump
administration amassed outside the city in recent days, a sign of de-
escalation in the federal response to protests in the city. Defense
Secretary Esper made the decision to disarm the guard without
consulting the White House. Initially, a small group of guardsmen
deployed in the city had been carrying guns. Now, all of the roughly
5,000 guardsmen deployed to Washington from the District of Columbia
and 11 states have been told not to use weapons or ammunition.


“William Barr says he didn’t give tactical order to clear protesters”
via Michael Balsamo of The Associated Press — Barr says law
enforcement officers were already moving to push back protesters from
a park in front of the White House when he arrived there, and he says
he did not give a command to disperse the crowd, though he supported
the decision. Barr’s comments come after the White House and others
said repeatedly that the attorney general ordered officers to clear the
park. Administration officials have spent much of the week trying to
explain how the situation escalated and why smoke bombs, pepper
balls and police on horseback were needed to clear the largely peaceful
crowd.


“White House almost completely surrounded by more than a mile
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of fencing” via Hannah Natanson and Teddy Amenabar of The
Washington Post — Protesters arriving in the nation’s capital for the
ninth consecutive day of demonstrations found the White House
encircled by more than a mile of tall metal fencing. The previous day,
work crews had erected enough fencing, reinforced by white concrete
barriers, to bar entry to Lafayette Square and to outline half the Ellipse,
the sloping green lawn that abuts the executive residence. Although
fortifications increased, the federal presence diminished: Compared
with previous days, far fewer police or military officers strolled the
streets or stood to watch inside the park. There were almost no police
officers visible anywhere as of the early afternoon.


Almost overnight, nearly a mile of fencing circled the White House. Image via
Twitter/@JProskowGlobal.


“In cities, a dramatic end to social distancing” via Maura Judkis of
The Washington Post — Since March, the suspension of sports and
parades and rallies and concerts had made the sight of large crowds a
rarity, an anxiety trigger, even a scandal. Now, we are seeing massive
crowds moving like ice floes on city streets. Protesters crowding
shoulder-to-shoulder, shouting and chanting and singing at the tops of
their lungs. Police moving in tight formation, manhandling people and
spiriting them away to crowded cells. For Cat Brooks, co-founder of the
Anti Police-Terror Project in Oakland, California, the sudden leap from
social distancing to social in-the-midst-ancing was “terrifying and
beautiful.” Terrifying, because she has asthma, if tear gas does not
wreak havoc on her lungs, COVID-19 could.


“America's broken system of training cops” via Margaret Harding
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McGill and Erica Pandey of Axios — The structural failings in American
policing begin with officers' training, which largely focuses more on
using force than reducing the need for it. While holding officers
accountable is most important in stopping them from using excessive
force, training that focuses on empathy, fairness and de-escalation
could lead to fewer violent conflicts between officers and the
communities they serve, according to law enforcement experts. There
are more than 18,000 police departments in the U.S., but there's no
federal standard on how officers should be trained. And the training that
officers do receive has little to no emphasis on empathy.


“Officials urge George Floyd protesters to get coronavirus tests”
via Brian Mahoney and Kimberlee Kruesi of The Associated Press —
As New York City prepared to reopen after a more than two-month
coronavirus shutdown, officials lifted a curfew that was put in place
amid protests of police brutality and racial injustice. But they also urged
that demonstrators be tested for COVID-19. “Get a test. Get a test,”
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo urged people who have been
participating in rallies and marches in memory of Floyd. He said the
state planned to open 15 testing sites dedicated to protesters so they
can get results quickly. The U.S. leads the world with nearly 110,000
confirmed virus-related deaths, with New York state accounting for
more than 30,000 since the pandemic began.


“New York City lifts curfew early following peaceful protests” via
The Associated Press — New York City lifted the curfew spurred by
protests against police brutality ahead of schedule Sunday after a
peaceful night, free of the clashes or ransacking of stores that rocked
the city days earlier. “I want to thank everybody who has expressed
their views peacefully,” Mayor Bill de Blasio said. “I made the decision
to end the curfew. And honestly, I hope it’s the last time we will ever
need a curfew in New York City.” While the curfew was lifted, the mayor
said a decision hadn’t been made yet on whether to lift a ban on
vehicles in Manhattan south of 96th Street after 8 p.m.


“In protests against police brutality, videos capture more alleged
police brutality” via Kimberly Kindy, Shayna Jacobs and David A.
Fahrenthold of The Washington Post — Police in riot gear were
marching across a mostly empty plaza in Buffalo when two officers
shoved a lone 75-year-old man who stood in their way. He fell to the
ground and hit his head on the concrete. Officers marched past him as
he lay motionless and bleeding from the ear. The incident involving
police responding to demonstrations in Buffalo is one of many caught
on video in recent days displaying police riot tactics. In New York,
officers clubbed nonviolent protesters several nights running. Even
among police leaders, there is a sense that these incidents could do
lasting damage to the image of American police, most of whom have
never been involved in violent encounters with anyone.
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“America is awash in cameras, a double-edged sword for
protesters and police” via Heather Kelly and Rachel Lerman of The
Associated Press — In the tense and escalating standoffs between law
enforcement and protesters, photos and video footage are being
collected and wielded by all sides. Law enforcement agencies have
existing networks of surveillance cameras and body cameras worn by
officers, as well as face- and object-recognition software. Large retail
and food chains have similar security systems and traditionally will
share the footage with police if it is part of an investigation. Protesters
and journalists shoot their own videos, the latter often on smartphones
or small cameras such as GoPros. it was also cameras that helped set
off the latest round of protests over police brutality. Without them,
Floyd’s death would not have been captured from multiple angles and
shared so widely.


“Angry and tired, thousands of March for Justice protesters say
'No more.'” via Eric Rogers of Florida Today — Tired. Angry.
Frustrated. But mostly tired. That was how Brevard protesters
described their reactions Saturday to the May 25 death of Floyd in
Minneapolis. "We're tired of seeing police brutality across the nation.
We're tired of hashtagging 'justice for somebody,'" said Vickey
Mitchner, one of the organizers of Saturday's "March for Justice" down
Fiske Boulevard between Rockledge and Cocoa. Cocoa police
estimated the event drew between 2,500 and 3,000 people. "Today we
just decided to take a stand and say, 'No more,'" Mitchner said. Amid
the noise, Marcus Lumpkin, a shelter coordinator for Crosswinds
Youth Services in Cocoa, ambled quietly with the crowd, looking down
at his feet. Rockledge and Cocoa officers blocked off traffic alongside
streets to clear the march route.


Activists move along Seventh Avenue in New York, during a protest over the
death of George Floyd. Image via AP.


“Pittsburgh paper accused of barring black reporters from
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covering protests, censoring stories” via Miriam Berger of The
Washington Post — With the country gripped by an anti-racism
uprising, what’s been unfolding inside the Pittsburgh newspaper has
underscored one of the fundamental challenges American media faces
with its coverage: a lack of diverse voices, including of black journalists,
in newsrooms. It has also laid bare the challenges of trying to change
that. The controversy publicly kicked off when Alexis Johnson, another
black Pittsburgh Post-Gazette journalist, reported that the newspaper’s
management had barred her from covering local protests Monday after
a tweet from her went viral.


“Protesters throng D.C., vowing to be heard after Floyd’s death” via
Samantha Schmidt, Jessica Contrera, Rebecca Tan, Hannah Natanson
and John Woodrow Cox of The Washington Post — More than 10,000
people poured into the nation’s capital on the ninth day of protests over
police brutality, but what awaited this sprawling crowd was a city that no
longer felt as if it was being occupied by its own country’s military. Gone
were the 10-ton, sand-colored tankers in front of Lafayette Square and
the legions of officers braced behind riot shields, insisting that citizens
stay away. Few of Saturday’s demonstrations were choreographed, as
protesters flowed from one impromptu gathering or march to another.
But the man in whose direction they shouted couldn’t hear them. Nearly
2 miles of metal fencing now surrounded the White House, as if it had
been locked in a cage and inside, Trump was raging.


“‘Vicious dogs’ versus ‘a scared man’: Donald Trump’s feud with
D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser escalates amid police brutality protests”
via David Nakamura, Josh Dawsey and Fenit Nirappil of The
Washington Post — The first night of major unrest in Washington had
exploded in chaos May 29, with protesters and Secret Service officers
battling outside the White House. At 8:30 the next morning, Bowser
and her senior aides huddled on a conference call for an update from
the city’s police chief. Trump wrote in a tweet during the meeting that
the Democratic mayor “who is always looking for money & help,
wouldn’t let the D.C. police get involved. ‘Not their job.’ Nice!” It was a
false accusation. The mayor had never said those words. On Friday,
she rebuked him with a defiant display of street art.


What a view — Maxar Technologies captured this satellite image of
the yellow "Black Lives Matter" lettering that D.C. Mayor Bowser had
painted Friday on 16th Street NW, on blocks leading to the White
House — a deliberate taunt to Trump. H/t to Mike Allen of Axios.
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“Trump-connected lobbyist ends coronavirus funding contract
with D.C. due to Mayor Muriel Bowser, White House feud” via Josh
Dawsey and Fenit Nirappil of The Washington Post — Brian Ballard,
who was hired by the city last month by the city to secure coronavirus
funding, said he was withdrawing from his contract with the D.C.
government. "We can't be effective under the current situation," Ballard
said, about an hour after Trump lambasted Bowser on Twitter as part of
a dayslong feud over protests in the nation's Capitol. Trump and
Bowser have battled in recent days over military presence in the city.
Bowser has called for the National Guard to leave D.C. streets and has
mocked the president for being "alone/afraid" in the White House after
he falsely accused her last week of keeping the D.C. police from
protecting the White House during protests.


“‘It would be irresponsible for us to wait’” via Sarah Ferris, Heather
Caygle and Melanie Zanona of POLITICO — The House Democratic
Caucus the most diverse group of lawmakers ever assembled in
Congress is in the midst of a complex and emotional debate over how
to confront decades of systemic racism that led to police killings like the
death of Floyd last week. Bringing any reforms to the floor will require
careful maneuvering by Speaker Nancy Pelosi with both generational
and ideological conflicts in play to unite 233 Democrats behind a
package of contentious structural changes to law enforcement. There’s
also ongoing outreach to some Republicans, a move that could bolster
the chances for bipartisan legislation, but also complicate agreement on
how far the House can go.


“America convulses amid a week of protests, but can it change?”
via Dan Balz and Greg Miller of The Washington Post — Scenes laid
bare the struggle for unity against deepening division in America 2020.
By week’s end, the unfolding events crystallized around one overriding
issue: What kind of country are we, and what kind of country do we
want to be? Many people see the past week as the beginning of a
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turning point, in attitude if not necessarily in action, on the broad issue
of race in America. But in a deeply divided country, where lines had
formed before Trump was elected and have hardened since then,
changes as profound as those being called for now come slowly, if they
will at all.


“Suddenly, public health officials say social justice matters more
than social distance” via Dan Diamond of POLITICO — For months,
public health experts have urged Americans to take every precaution to
stop the spread of COVID-19: stay at home, steer clear of friends and
extended family and absolutely avoid large gatherings. Now some of
those experts are broadcasting a new message: It’s time to get out of
the house and join the mass protests against racism. Their claim: If we
don’t address racial inequality, it’ll be that much harder to fight COVID-
19. There’s also evidence that the virus doesn’t spread easily outdoors,
especially if people wear masks. The experts maintain that their
messages are consistent that they were always flexible on Americans
going outside.


“Democrats push for new criminal justice measures in party
platform” via Tarini Parti of The Wall Street Journal — The Democratic
National Committee will begin crafting its platform, which communicates
the party’s priorities, and naming more members to the panel
responsible for the document in the coming weeks. Some members
who have been appointed by DNC Chairman Tom Perez say including
new restrictions on police will be a top priority that they will want the
presumptive presidential nominee, former Vice President Joe Biden,
and other Democratic candidates to adopt. Biden this week endorsed
new measures, including outlawing chokeholds, ending the transfer of
military weapons to police departments, creating a national police
oversight commission and changing a legal doctrine known as qualified
immunity that allows law enforcement officials to avoid lawsuits.


“Floyd protests created a surge in voter registrations, groups say”
via Brian Schwartz of CNBC — Voter registrations, volunteer activity
and donations for groups linked to Democratic causes are surging in
the midst of protests following the death of Floyd. This surge in
registrations could end up being one of the factors that helps tip the
election between apparent Democratic nominee Biden and Trump.
Latino voter registration groups in recent weeks have noticed an uptick
in their communities mobilization to vote, particularly from younger
voters. Latino voters are a key voting bloc for whom Biden and Trump
are competing. Demonstrations have ignited a larger push, particularly
by Democratic leaders, to persuade people to organize and vote in
addition to peacefully protest.


“False claims of antifa protesters plague small U.S. cities” via
Amanda Seitz of The Associated Press — In the days since Trump
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blamed antifa activists for an eruption of violence at protests over police
killings of black people, social media has lit up with false rumors that
the far-left-leaning group is transporting people to wreak havoc on small
cities across America. The speculation was being raised by
conservative news outlets and pro-Trump social media accounts, as
well as impostor Facebook and Twitter accounts. Twitter and Facebook
busted some of the instigators behind the unsubstantiated social media
chatter. Police departments say people are phoning in “tips” they see
on social media claiming antifa is sending buses or even planes full of
antifa activists to their area.


A demonstrator raises a fist in the air during a peaceful march in downtown New
Orleans. Image via AP.


“Americans are more troubled by police actions in killing of Floyd
than by violence at protests, poll finds” via Michael C. Bender of The
Wall Street Journal — Americans by a 2-to-1 margin are more troubled
by the actions of police in the killing of Floyd than by violence at some
protests and an overwhelming majority, 80%, feel that the country is
spiraling out of control. The poll also reveals striking partisan divides in
how Americans view a pair of unfolding national crises, including the
unrest sparked by the killing of Floyd and the coronavirus pandemic,
responsible for more than 109,000 fatalities in the U.S. Nearly three-
quarters of Democrats, 74%, said it may take the next year or even
longer to curb COVID-19 and return to work as normal.


—“57 Buffalo officers resign from special squad over suspension
of two who shoved 75-year-old” via Meagan Flynn, Hannah Knowles
and Marisa Iati of The Washington Post


—“Surfers honor Floyd in ‘paddle out’ held around world” via Brian
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Melley of The Associated Press


—“Man accused of pointing bow and arrow protesters charged” via
Sophia Eppolito of The Associated Press


—“Armed bystanders watch Floyd protesters march in Indiana” via
Aya Elamroussi of The Associated Press


“The protesters are dressed as their unique selves — and that’s
part of their power” via Robin Givhan of The Washington Post — Over
the past few days, countless images show protesters moving through
the streets with their individuality ablaze. They are suited up for
rebellion. They wear masks to protect themselves from one pandemic
while rising up in the streets against another. No matter the city, the
protesters look the same: eclectic, motley, fed up. They are diverse in
age, gender and race. They have braids and dreadlocks. They are
dressed in hijabs, muscle tanks and ripped jeans. There’s no cohesion
in the look of the marching multitudes, which is part of the deep
resonance in those images.


“Colin Kaepernick has more support now, still long way to go” via
Rob Maaddi of The Associated Press — When Kaepernick took a knee
during the national anthem to take a stand against police brutality and
racial injustice in 2016, he was mostly alone. Politicians, team owners
and fellow players criticized him, fans burned his jersey, and he was
booed even at home. Four years later, his protest is widely viewed as
prescient. Global opinion has shifted so much that more people are now
vilifying those who attack Kaepernick or misrepresent his stance. New
Orleans Saints star quarterback Drew Brees issued a public apology
after he was excoriated by teammates, other athletes and fans for
saying he “will never agree with anybody disrespecting the flag of the
United States.”


“It’s not just Drew Brees — fans must better understand black
athletes, too” via Tim Layden of NBC Sports — As the resumption of
NBA and NHL games unrolls, even without fans in attendance, and as
the NFL and college football prepare to start, there is soon to be a
steady chorus of assurances that sports are going to heal our wounded
country. Brees’s controversial pre-apology stance was not materially
changed from 2016.Kaepernick was never protesting the flag, or the
national anthem; he was protesting the violence by police against
young black men, which has heightened relevance today. Although
Kaepernick does not have a job in football. Activism in the current
societal unrest, there is a chance for white fans to better appreciate the
black athletes whose work they consume.


“Disney pledges $5M for NAACP and other groups advancing
social justice” via Dade Hayes of Deadline — The Walt Disney Co.
has pledged $5 million in support of nonprofit organizations that
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advance social justice, beginning with a $2 million donation to the
NAACP. The company said its goal is to “further their long-standing
work promoting social justice by eliminating disparities and racial
discrimination through their advocacy and education programs.” Many
companies acknowledging the upheaval through statements, donations,
programming initiatives and other ways. Disney-owned ABC has aired
or scheduled shows examining the protests and their root causes. The
company said its donation was part of an “ongoing commitment” to
social justice causes.


“Michael Jordan giving $100 million for racial equality, justice” via
The Associated Press — Jordan and the Jordan Brand are giving $100
million to organizations dedicated to promoting racial equality and social
justice. In a joint statement on social media, Jordan and the Jordan
Brand said the money will be paid over 10 years with the goal of
“ensuring racial equality, social justice and greater access to
education.” Jordan, the former Chicago Bulls great, is the owner of the
Charlotte Hornets. The Jordan Brand is a subsidiary of Nike, the shoe
giant that earlier committed $40 million over the next four years to
support the black community. Jordan also released a statement last
week on Floyd and the killings of black people at the hands of police.


“What made Roger Goodell say ‘Black Lives Matter’ and where it
leaves the NFL” via Mark Maske and Adam Kilgore of The Washington
Post — The first signs that NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell would
speak came Friday morning. He started telling staffers that he felt he
needed to say more, and he was driven by a range of factors, those
familiar with the day’s events said. There was the video that superstar
players made with the assistance of an NFL content producer, urging
Goodell to admit past wrongs and say, “Black Lives Matter.” There were
messages from league employees, including one who described a
feeling of “helplessness.” Goodell acted with little input from the owners
as he said the league was wrong for not listening to its players earlier.


“A black man was afraid to walk-in his gentrified community. So 75
neighbors walked with him.” via Sydney Page of The Washington
Post — Shawn Dromgoole is a 29-year-old black man who has lived in
the same Nashville neighborhood his entire life. His family has been in
the neighborhood, known as 12 South, for 54 years. But Dromgoole
said that since he was a child, he felt an unease in his hometown,
acutely aware that few people looked like him. One day last week,
Dromgoole notified his neighbors that he was going for a walk at 6 p.m.,
and anyone who wanted to join him was welcome. He found 75 people
waiting for him. The group strolled for almost an hour together, with
Dromgoole leading the way as his neighbors followed closely behind.
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“Ron DeSantis sides with Trump in feud with Jim Mattis” via Matt
Dixon of POLITICO Florida — DeSantis, a former naval officer,
continued his defense of Trump, this time taking on former Defense
Secretary Mattis, a man DeSantis once praised. “Donald Trump is the
first president in my lifetime who does not try to unite the American
people — does not even pretend to try,” Mattis wrote. “DeSantis
disagreed, saying Trump appropriately used force to quell protests in
the wake of the death of Floyd. “Having respect for the rule of law and
order in society is just a fundamental thing that has to be respected,"
DeSantis said. "I think the President is right to insist on that.”


“Florida tells feds thanks, but no, we don’t need the anti-riot force.
It had already arrived” via Shirsho Dasgupta of the Miami Herald —
State and local officials insist they were blindsided by the arrival of a
Federal Bureau of Prisons riot-control team in Miami on Monday,
purportedly to assist the local police in clamping down on people
protesting the killing by Minnesota police officers of Floyd. BOP anti-riot
personnel would be a team presumably trained to deal with an Attica
prison-style uprising. The offices of both DeSantis and Miami-Dade
Mayor Carlos Giménez said they were not aware of any federal
personnel being deployed in Florida. Nor had they requested them. The
Miami-Dade Police Department said that the department does not
require federal assistance, had not asked for it and was not in
communication with the BOP team.


“Thousands march through Florida’s cities, demanding change”
via Tamara Lush of The Associated Press — During a break in the rain
Saturday, several hundred protesters sat in an intersection in downtown
St. Petersburg, Florida and chanted against racism. It was one of
dozens of mobilizations in Florida against police brutality, sparked by


Florida reax
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the death of Floyd. About 100 protesters gathered at Trump’s golf resort
in Doral, Florida, just outside Miami. The protest was organized by
Latinos for Black Lives Matter. In Orlando, thousands of people
marched around Lake Eola. In Jacksonville, protesters began a
demonstration by calling out the names of residents fatally shot by
Sheriff’s Office personnel.


Tomas Escobar chants during a protest over the death of George Floyd outside of
the Trump National Doral on Saturday. Image via AP.


“Thousands protest across Broward, Palm Beach in peaceful
displays; arrests near FIU” via Wayne K. Roustan, David Fleshler,
Brittany Wallman and Ben Crandell of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel
— Thousands of people gathered Saturday across South Florida to
protest police brutality, on what may be the biggest national day of
demonstrations since the killing that sparked more than a week of
unrest. Demonstrations so far remained peaceful, in a series of events
that began early in the day. The South Florida events took place on a
national day of protests 12 days after Floyd's death at the hands of
Minneapolis police officers. Themes of the demonstrations have
broadened from Floyd’s killing to institutional racism


“Thousands turn out Saturday for Orlando protests in support of
justice for Floyd” via Cristóbal Reyes and Kate Santich of the Orlando
Sentinel — An estimated 3,000 protesters peacefully marched through
downtown Orlando on Saturday night before tornadoes were spotted in
the area and most people left to seek shelter. Before the 8 p.m. curfew,
police were telling protesters to leave the area because of the storms
and many protesters had already left on their own. Earlier in the day
before the weather turned from a steady drizzle to a storm,
demonstrators noted the magnitude of the movement that has grown
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from outrage over the death of Floyd.


“Across Tampa Bay, protesters send a peaceful message in the
rain” via Tampa Bay Times — Across the Tampa Bay region and the
nation, protesters took to the streets in what may be the largest single-
day of demonstrations yet calling for an end to police violence.
Nationwide demonstrations started soon after the May 25 death of
Floyd. Tampa Bay’s marches were peaceful and determined. The rain
did not deter people from marching in the University area, in downtown
Tampa and in St. Petersburg. About 60 protesters regrouped at St.
Petersburg City Hall at 7 p.m. for another rainy walk through the city.
Passing cars leaned on their horns to cheer on the protesters.


“Residents march along streets in Port St. Lucie in peaceful
demonstration, rally near Police Department” via Lamaur Stancil of
TCPalm — More than 200 marched along city streets and gathered for
a peaceful Black Lives Matter demonstration between City Hall and the
Police Department. Many had banners and signs, including white
lettering on a black background: "No Justice. No Peace," the phrase
seen throughout the nation this past week at thousands of rallies,
protests and gatherings. They walked to Port St. Lucie Boulevard,
holding signs high, and headed west to Bayshore Boulevard. Resident
WiIliam Richardson II spoke to the crowd, not only about Floyd but of
Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old African American woman, who was
fatally shot March 13 by Louisville Metro Police Department officers.


“Jacksonville protesters demand State Attorney indict, convict
‘killer cops’” via Teresa Stepzinski of The Florida Times-Union —
Chanting “No justice. No peace. No racist police!” until their voices were
hoarse, at least 2,000 demonstrators protested for the eighth
consecutive day downtown Saturday. They demanded the immediate
prosecution of Jacksonville police who’ve killed black residents in
officer-involved shootings. A steady drizzle of rain didn’t deter
protesters in the first of two back-to-back demonstrations as they
marched from the Duval County Courthouse to the office of State
Attorney Melissa Nelson. The family of Jamee Johnson, who would
have turned 23 Monday if he hadn’t been shot to death by a
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office police officer Dec. 14, 2019, during a traffic
stop for a seat belt violation, repeated their demands for the Sheriff’s
Office and State Attorney’s Office to release the body camera footage
of the killing.


“Many South Florida police agencies don’t have chokehold
policies or address the forceful tactics that killed Floyd” via Skyler
Swisher of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — At least seven South
Florida law enforcement agencies have use-of-force policies that are
silent on chokeholds, sleeper holds and other neck restraints under
renewed scrutiny in the wake of Floyd’s death. Protesters chanting “I
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Can’t Breathe” have called for a ban on those techniques, which involve
subduing a person by temporarily cutting off blood to the brain. Two
agencies explicitly allow neck restraints to be used when deadly force is
not warranted.


“Ft. Lauderdale police investigating cop who shot peaceful
protester in the head with projectile” via Andrew Boryga of the South
Florida Sun-Sentinel — Fort Lauderdale police want to know how a
peaceful protester ended up shot in the head with a high-speed
projectile. As LaToya Ratlieff walked through tear gas that dispersed a
Fort Lauderdale protest on Sunday, a police officer shot her in the
head, she says. "I was peaceful and I was still attacked,” Ratlieff, 34,
said in a Facebook post. Police Chief Rick Maglione took to Twitter to
ask for cellphone video or images of what happened to help the
investigation. Ratlieff said she had been protesting in downtown Fort
Lauderdale before things took a drastic turn and the crowd became
rowdy.


LaToya Ratlieff was shot in the face with this foam projectile during police brutality
protests in Fort Lauderdale. Image via Miami Herald.


“Woman shot with rubber bullet in Ft. Lauderdale demands
reforms, considers civil rights suit” via Sarah Blaskey and Nicholas
Nehamas of the Miami Herald — Attorneys for Ratlieff, the woman
whose eye socket was fractured when a Fort Lauderdale police officer
shot her in the face with a foam rubber bullet, say their client is
considering legal action, including filing a federal civil rights lawsuit
against the city and police. “LaToya has a broad spectrum of legal
options that we are considering. Filing a federal civil rights lawsuit is
certainly among those options,” her attorneys Michael Davis and Ben
Kuehne said. “We have not yet made any decision as to what legal
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options she will pursue. Her decision will in part depend upon the City
of Fort Lauderdale.”


“Union president backs cop suspended for inflaming violent
protest in Ft. Lauderdale” via Charles Rabin of the Miami Herald —
The union representing a Fort Lauderdale police officer suspended after
inflaming a Sunday protest by hitting and knocking over a seated
protester, defended him late Thursday. Fraternal Order of Police
President Shane Calvey, in a four-minute video posted on Facebook,
did not use Officer Steven Pohorence’s name but said the officer was
the victim of “a rush to judgment.” Calvey did criticize the mayor,
however, saying his statement condemning the officer did “nothing but
create a bigger division within our community.” The union leader also
called media reports about the number of times Pohorence has used
force or drawn his weapon misleading, saying the officer had never
been found to have violated department policies.


“More than 100 protest for racial justice in North Naples on
Saturday” via Ryan Mills of the Naples Daily News — More than 100
people gathered on a street corner in North Naples Saturday afternoon
to protest for racial justice and to support the Black Lives Matter
movement. The protest on the south side of Immokalee Road at the
intersection with Collier Boulevard was peaceful. The protesters held
signs that said things like “Color is not a Crime” and “Enough is
Enough,” and chanted “no justice, no peace” and “black lives matter.”
Many drivers honked in support. It was just one of several protests in
Southwest Florida on Saturday. Before the protest began, dozens of
Sheriff’s Office and Florida Highway Patrol cars gathered in the area.


“Fort Myers man injured by sheriff's office vehicle during Naples
protest Monday” via Jake Allen of the Naples Daily News — A Fort
Myers man is recovering after he was caught between a pickup and an
unmarked Collier County Sheriff’s Office vehicle during a protest in
Naples. The incident occurred as about 350 people marched from the
Collier County Courthouse to downtown Naples via U.S. 41. Diego
Fernández was squeezed between a red pickup waiting at U.S. 41 and
Airport-Pulling Road as a sheriff's office vehicle moved through the
crowd of protesters in the street. "People started banging on the
window but the police vehicle kept going further into myself and the
civilian vehicle and kind of grinded me into it,” Fernández said. “It lifted
me up off my feet, actually."


“Kneeling on necks, condemned by Sarasota police chief, was
OK’d in man’s arrest” via Carlos R. Munoz of the Sarasota Herald-
Tribune — In a memo copied to Sarasota Police Chief Bernadette
DiPino, a captain concluded that when an officer “placed a knee on the
neck” of a suspect during an arrest a day earlier, “the application of
force appears reasonable.” The conclusion by Capt. Demetri
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Konstantopolous came in a use of force report to Officer Matthew
Hughes recounting actions by Officer Drusso Martinez as he struggled
with Patrick Carroll, a black Sarasota resident, while arresting him on
alleged domestic battery charges May 18. DiPino says she never
received a formal complaint from Carroll or a report that anyone was
injured.


“Miami man arrested for damaging police cars claims his group
recruits others to incite violence at protests” via David Dwork of
Local10.com — A man charged with causing damage to multiple police
cars during a Floyd protest in Miami is claiming to be part of a group
that purposely encourages violence at demonstrations. 21-year-old
Marco Lopez was arrested by City of Miami Police after an
investigation that lasted several days. Authorities say Lopez confessed
to breaking the back window of a Miami police cruiser with his
skateboard on the night of Saturday, May 30, during a protest. He also
admitted to damaging the rear bumper of a second police vehicle and
spray painting a third.


“Black Lives Matter rally draws protesters to Palm Bay City Hall”
via Tyler Vazquez of Florida Today — A rally in front of Palm Bay City
Hall drew about 150 people Saturday as protesters shouted “No justice,
no peace.” The Palm Bay rally, like all the others so far in Brevard
County, stayed peaceful as protesters and police left one another
unbothered. The rally drew several speakers from the crowd and for the
second time in a row, Chief Nelson Moya of Palm Bay Police
Department spoke to protesters, expressing his support. Moya spoke
about growing up in the Bronx and how he and his friends would do
anything possible not to catch the attention of the police and how he
now leads the department in the largest Brevard County city.


“Dream Defenders block traffic on Pensacola Bay Bridge, confront
Mayor” via Jake Newby of the Pensacola News Journal — An
emotional verbal confrontation between a small group of protesters and
Pensacola's mayor unfolded on the Pensacola Bay Bridge amid the
ninth straight day of local Floyd protests. A group of 20 to 30 Black
Lives Matter protesters, led by the Pensacola Dream Defenders, locked
arms and blocked all lanes of traffic on the bridge, refusing to move
until Mayor Grover Robinson came to address their demands. The
mayor, who had earlier in the day addressed the crowd of protesters at
the Graffiti Bridge, walked down 17th Avenue to meet with the
breakaway group as traffic backed up in all directions, with many
drivers honking their horns.


“Supporters of reassigned deputy protest outside Broward
sheriff’s headquarters” via Rafael Olmeda of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — Dozens of demonstrators protested outside Broward
Sheriff’s Office’s headquarters near Fort Lauderdale in support of a
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deputy being investigated for going on social media to criticize the
agency’s record on racial diversity. Deputy Ronald Thurston is a
politically active Democrat who took to Facebook to list the number of
black employees in various divisions at the Sheriff’s Office and followed
it with the message “Vote or die.” His supporters say Sheriff Gregory
Tony put him on desk duty because Thurston does not support Tony’s
election. But Tony’s campaign countered that the demonstration was
orchestrated by people on the political payroll of former Sheriff Scott
Israel.


“Brevard police condemn neck restraints, hope for peaceful
protests” via Tyler Vazquez of Florida Today — Local police have
largely condemned the type of neck restraint that was used on Floyd
resulting in his death, saying that it is not something most officers in the
area are trained to use. Palm Bay Police Department Chief Moya called
the video of Floyd’s death "horrific" in a statement released this week.
"As a police officer of 30 years, I can assure you that is not a common
police practice," he said of the neck restraint used on Floyd. Officials
with Melbourne, Cocoa and Palm Bay also said they do not train
officers to kneel on the necks of suspects to restrain them. Moya said
one of the governing principles behind Palm Bay police is
accountability.


“Police chiefs vow to ‘eradicate’ bad cops and earn public trust”
via Wayne K. Roustan of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — More than a
dozen police chiefs from law enforcement agencies across Broward
County are vowing to improve community relations and change police
culture. “No one hates a bad cop more than a good cop,” said Miramar
Police Chief Dexter Williams, who doubles as president of the Broward
County Chiefs of Police. Williams announced a five-point plan that
includes the “eradicating” bad cops; track officers’ behavior; reexamine
use-of-force policies; educate officers about systemic racism, bias and
cultural differences; and increase community trust through
accountability and transparency.


“Schools superintendent on Floyd death: ‘I do operate in this
world as a scared human being’” via Andrew Marra of The Palm
Beach Post — Donald Fennoy, Palm Beach County’s first black school
superintendent, delivered an emotional speech about the death of Floyd
and its impact on his family. He’s also scared for himself and his
elementary-aged son. “I live in constant fear of offending other people
or triggering something in other people to call the police on me,”
Fennoy said, speaking from his home during a virtual school board
meeting. As a high-ranking, professionally accomplished black leader,
Fennoy said that he typically conceals such insecurities in his efforts to
“be a catalyst for change.” Fennoy said he always recognized the
importance of teaching his son to be polite and friendly in public, not
merely to ensure good manners, but to reduce the risk of a suspicious
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neighbor ever calling the police on him.


“’You will be murdered’: Hillsborough GOP chairman under fire for
George Floyd protester claims” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida
Politics — Hillsborough County Republican Party Chair Jim Waurishuk
shared an article about former President Barack Obama’s statements
on the protests calling them “a real turning point” in the fight for police
reform. His post was full of fiery rhetoric and claims that protesters were
bent on murder. Waurishuk said the post was not aimed at all
protesters, just “violent hard-core radical political left extremists.” “Every
American better wake up. If we loose (sic) this country you will loose
(sic) your life. If you’re a Republican, Conservative, Democrat Trump
supporter, etc. — you will be murdered. You will be dragged from your
burning home and be beat to death. This is a fact. This what they stand
for,” Waurishuk wrote about protesters.


“Boynton Beach removes 2 officials after public art mural replaced
images of black former chiefs with white faces” via Emily Sullivan of
the Palm Beach Post — After a public art project based on photographs
replaced the images of two black former department chiefs with white
faces, City Manager Lori LaVerriere removed Matthew Petty, the
city’s fire chief, and fired Debby Coles-Dobay, the city’s public arts
manager. LaVerriere wrote in a statement that she “concluded a
preliminary investigation regarding the inappropriate decisions made by
City employees.” Coles-Dobay wrote Saturday to the Post that she “was
pressured to make this artwork change by the Fire Chief and his staff,
as the City well knows.”


“UCF professor’s tweets called racist; school investigating” via
Leslie Postal of the Orlando Sentinel — UCF said it is reviewing Twitter
posts by one of its psychology professors after students and alumni
began calling him out for what they called racist tweets that made him
unfit to teach at the public university. Charles Negy, an associate
professor in the psychology department, is the author of a book titled
“White Shaming” and is now the subject of a Twitter campaign,
#UCFfirehim. Controversial tweets included one this week that read,
“Sincere question: If Afr. Americans as a group, had the same
behavioral profile as Asian Americans, would we still be proclaiming
“systematic racism” exists?”


“UF probes social media posts seen as racist” via Sarah Nelson of
The Daytona Beach News-Journal — University of Florida officials are
looking into allegations of prospective and enrolled students posting
racist messages on social media. That’s because someone dug up a
social media post from almost two years ago written by Liberty
Woodley, when the then 16-year-old posted a racist Instagram photo
that referred to two black girls in her class. Universities across the
country have announced they’ve rescinded student acceptance offers
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over racist social media posts, including the University of Denver and
Marquette University. UF leaders wrote that the country and campus
are in a defining moment, pointing to nationwide protests over Floyd’s
death.


“Confederate women’s statue in Florida defaced in protests” via
The Associated Press — A century-old statue commemorating women
in the Confederacy was defaced in a Florida park amid ongoing racial
inequality protests. The “Women of the Southland” statue in
Jacksonville was splattered with red paint and tagged with the letters
BLM, an abbreviation for the Black Lives Matter movement. The statue
is among others in the city’s Confederate Park, a place activists have
been pushing for the removal of the monuments. The park and the
women’s statute have been there since 1915. It’s not clear who defaced
the statue. Protesters in southern cities have targeted Confederate
monuments as symbols of racial intolerance. Many Confederate
monuments have been taken down. This week, the governor of Virginia
said a monument in Richmond to Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee
would be removed.


Several protesters against racial inequality defaced Confederate statues as
symbols of racism.


“Protester carried on hood of SUV over Pensacola Bay Bridge
speaks out” via Jake Newby of the Pensacola News Journal — The
Black Lives Matter protester who was carried on the hood of an SUV for
3 miles across the Pensacola Bay Bridge as protesters were lining up
Saturday to block traffic says he would like to see the driver of the
vehicle arrested. Police said Saturday that they spoke to both parties
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after the driver stopped on the other side of the bridge in Gulf Breeze.
As of Sunday, the driver has not been arrested. Pensacola police said
the investigation is still open and the driver's name cannot be released.
Cellphone videos from drivers stopped in traffic on the bridge show
Jason Uphaus, a 36-year-old white man, riding on the hood of a silver
Ford Flex.


“Lawyer says ex-Minneapolis officer Derek Chauvin illegally voted
in Florida, asks Aramis Ayala to pursue charges” via Katie Rice of
the Orlando Sentinel — A man running for election supervisor in
Pinellas County is asking Orange-Osceola State Attorney Ayala pursue
charges against Chauvin, the Minneapolis ex-cop accused of killing
Floyd, alleging he voted illegally in two Florida elections. Dan Helm, a
Democrat and attorney, sent Ayala a letter notifying her of Chauvin’s
voting record. “While living in Minnesota, working there, paying taxes
there, Derek Chauvin cannot claim residency in Orange County. His
home, residency and where he intends to live is in Minnesota, not
Florida,” Helm wrote. His letter cites the Florida statute prohibiting false
swearing and the submission of false voter registration information,
adding that violation of the statute is a third-degree felony.
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—@RealDonaldTrump: I have just given an order for our National
Guard to start the process of withdrawing from Washington, D.C., now
that everything is under perfect control. They will be going home, but
can quickly return, if needed. Far fewer protesters showed up last night
than anticipated!


—@TomSugrue: As a historian of social movements in the U.S., I am
hard-pressed to think of any time in the past when we have had two
straight weeks of large-scale protests in hundreds of places, from
suburbs to big cities. The breadth and scale of #Floyd protests is
staggering.


—@DarrenSoto: When the highest law enforcement official in the land
defends gassing peaceful protesters for Prez photo-op, saying "Pepper
spray is not a chemical irritant. It's not chemical" (AG [William] Barr),
it’s time for change!


Situational awareness
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—@BallardFirm: Our firm was hired three weeks ago to represent the
District of Columbia to assist with COVID-19 financial relief. While we
were making progress, we are no longer in a position to deliver effective
representation, so we have respectfully withdrawn our engagement.


—@Msantiagophotos: Just like @alexisjreports I have been barred
from covering any protest-related stories. @PittsburghPG has chosen
to silence two of its most prominent Black journalist during one of the
most important civil rights stories that is happening across our country!


Tweet, tweet:


—@CHeathWFTV: Can we please stop using the word “massive” to
describe everything larger than a Buick?
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“Spike in new coronavirus cases 'inevitable,' experts say. Is
Florida prepared?” via Jeffrey Schweers of the Tallahassee Democrat
— On Saturday, the day after Phase 2 of Florida’s reopening began,
the number of positive tests for the novel coronavirus spiked above
1,000 for the fourth day in a row. In fact, state data show a small but
steady rise since April 28, just days before DeSantis signed an
executive order declaring a partial Phase 1 reopening, allowing
restaurants to reopen at 25% capacity. Among other operations, now
bars, bowling alleys and theaters are free to resume business in 64 of
the state's 67 counties. The big question is whether the state is
prepared for what is likely to be a new surge or several localized
microsurges, as Florida reopens.


Corona Florida
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Spike in coronavirus cases is inevitable, will Ron DeSantis and Florida be ready?
Image via AP.


“2,700 coronavirus deaths reported in Florida out of nearly 64,000
cases” via Paola Perez of the Orlando Sentinel — Florida reported
1,180 new COVID-19 infections Sunday, bringing the statewide total to
63,938, along with 12 new fatalities. The death toll stands at 2,700,
which includes two new deaths reported in Central Florida. The latest
update marks the fifth day in a row with over 1,000 cases reported by
the state health department. Between Wednesday and Friday, daily
reported cases were at or above 1,300. This week’s peak was hit on
Thursday, with 1,419 cases reported. The sharp increases in cases this
week come as most of Florida enters Phase 2 of reopening the
economy. DeSantis’ office credits the upticks to expanded testing.
Since the outbreak began, 1,217,105 tests have been administered,
nearly doubled as of May 17.


“State fast-tracking pharmacy rules amid COVID-19” via Christine
Sexton of the News Service of Florida — DeSantis’ administration
wants to fast-track rules that expand the health care services
pharmacists are authorized to provide, a move that worries some
members of a board that licenses physicians. Ed Tellechea, general
counsel of the Florida Board of Medicine, told members of a committee
that “there is pressure” to finalize rules by Aug. 1 to carry out a new law
allowing certain pharmacists to test patients for influenza and
streptococcus and to treat patients with chronic illnesses. “They want to
have the pharmacists available to be able to assist in dealing with the
current public-health crisis, and when it flares up again in the fall,”
Tellechea said.


“Counties want DeSantis to release COVID-19 aid” via News Service
of Florida — Twelve Florida counties with populations greater than
500,000 — Brevard, Broward, Duval, Hillsborough, Lee, Miami-Dade,
Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Orange and Volusia — received
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$2.47 billion in direct payments from the U.S. Department of the
Treasury through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security
Act, known as the CARES Act, in March. But the other money —
$1.275 billion — remains unspent, as counties increase pressure on the
Republican Governor to distribute funds to rural areas that have
suffered since DeSantis and local officials shut down most businesses
in March to prevent the spread of COVID-19.


“ACLU demands ‘transparency’ from DeSantis and head of state
prisons, where inmate deaths are rising” via Laura Cassels of
Florida Phoenix — With 15 inmates dead of COVID-19 in state prisons
and infections spreading, the American Civil Liberties Union of Florida
is demanding transparency from DeSantis and Department of
Corrections Secretary Mark Inch about what is happening behind
prison walls. “It appears that the reported 12 deaths [updated
Wednesday to 15] only account for those who received testing before
their death and does not account for any COVID-related deaths where
individuals had not yet received testing or were tested after they had
died. This is particularly concerning, as less than 15% of the prison
population has received testing,” wrote Micah Kubic, executive director
of ACLU Florida.


“Miami judge rips ICE handling of detainees, limits transfers to
curb spread of coronavirus” via David Ovalle — To help curb the
spread of the novel coronavirus, U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement must give soap, cleaning supplies and masks to detainees
at three South Florida detention centers, and also limit transfers to other
facilities, a federal judge has ruled. U.S. District Judge Marcia Cooke,
in an order issued just before midnight Saturday, also allowed
detainees at the centers to pursue legal claims in one class-action
lawsuit, rather than piecemeal litigation. “In sum, in this moment of
worldwide peril from a highly contagious pathogen, the Court is not
satisfied that ICE’s commitment to detention has meaningfully shifted
since the start of the pandemic,” Cooke wrote in a 40-page order.


“Health officials delete a coronavirus tweet. They now say anyone
should get tested, not just first responders at protests” via Angie
Dimichele the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The Florida Department of
Health deleted a tweet, walking back what it realized probably wasn’t
the best-worded coronavirus advice. As protests in response to the
killing of Floyd take place across the country, the health department
took to Twitter to encourage police, paramedics and other first
responders to get tested for the coronavirus if they’ve attended any
such large gatherings. “Any first responder in Florida who has been to
mass gatherings or protests is recommended to get tested for
#COVID19," the tweet said. But the department then deleted the tweet,
determining the advice is good for everyone, not just first responders.
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“One in five Florida nursing homes tell feds: We hardly have any
gowns, masks” via The Miami Herald — Nearly one in five Florida
nursing homes say they do not have a one-week supply of protective
gowns or the N95 masks recommended for care of patients with
COVID-19, according to new data released by the federal Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid. A handful of nursing homes say they do not
have any gowns or N95 masks at all. The data, which is current through
May 31, provides a glimpse into the conditions at nursing homes, which
continue to be ravaged by the novel coronavirus.


“Saint Leo University shutters half its campuses throughout U.S.,
including Lakeland” via Lauren Coffey of the Tampa Bay Business
Journal — The university confirmed 17 of the 32 satellite locations,
which it calls "centers," have closed. That includes its Lakeland
location. The closures will happen over the next few months, according
to Senior Vice President Melanie Storms. "After reviewing enrollment
trends and operational changes made as a result of the coronavirus
pandemic, Saint Leo University has made the decision to discontinue
on-ground operations at 17 of its education center facilities located
across the nation," a statement said. The university is the fourth-largest
Catholic university in the nation, spanning seven states and employing
2,500 employees. Students at the affected campuses will have to take
their courses online.


“Epidemic of wipes and masks plagues sewers, storm drains” via
Claudia Lauer and John Flesher of The Associated Press —
Wastewater plant operators report a surge of stopped-up pipes and
damage to equipment. The problem has sharpened the long-standing
clash over whether wipes are suitable for flushing. While drain clogs
aren’t new, nearly 15 cities said they’ve become a more costly and
time-consuming headache during the pandemic. Homebound
Americans are seeking alternatives to bathroom tissue because of
occasional shortages, while stepping up efforts to sanitize their
dwellings and themselves.
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Lyn Riggins, WSSC Water spokesperson, holds up a wipe that was collected
along with other debris at a Pumping Station in Washington. Image via AP.


  


“‘Are we being punished?’ Miami-Dade, Broward excluded from
Florida Phase 2 reopening” via Maya Lora, Gwendolyn Filosa and
David Goodhue of the Miami Herald — Bars and movie theaters will
finally be allowed to welcome customers across Florida except in
Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach counties, where some business
owners said they’re tired of feeling excluded. DeSantis announced that
bars, movie theaters and bowling alleys can open at half capacity
starting Friday as most of Florida moves into the second of the state’s
three-phase reopening in response to the coronavirus pandemic.
DeSantis’s order states that Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach
counties can move to Phase 2 with a written request from their county
mayors or county administrators.


“Miami-Dade’s big reopening Monday: gyms, dog parks, tattoo
shops, youth camps, Airbnb” via Douglas Hanks and Martin Vassolo
of the Miami Herald — Gyms, tattoo shops, short-term rentals, youth
camps and dog parks can reopen Monday as Miami-Dade Mayor
Giménez ends roughly three months of emergency closures designed
to slow the spread of the coronavirus. Gimenez’s office released a
collection of amended orders that replace the closures with new rules
restricting how the businesses and use of public space can operate
once they’re allowed to reopen Monday. Gimenez also cleared the way
for casinos, movie theaters, bowling alleys and large gathering areas to
reopen later. Closure orders remain for the past Monday. But with
hospitalization rates still dropping, Gimenez said he’s comfortable


Reopen Florida
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Miami-Dade can continue unwinding the restrictions.


A worker pressure sprays sidewalks on Worth Ave. as shops prepare to open
during the coronavirus pandemic in Palm Beach. Image via AP.


“‘Alone but finally free’: Citizenship ceremonies resume in Miami
amid COVID-19” via Monique O. Madan of the Miami Herald —
Thursday’s “phased reopening” of ceremonies marked the nation’s first
after about two and a half months. During the temporary office closures,
more than 100,000 people had their naturalization ceremony postponed
to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. What used to be a ceremony of
100 people or more has now been reduced to 10 socially distanced
people to a room, all assigned to a metal chair. Each person had to
wear a mask and bring their own pen. They take their oath of
allegiance, sign their certificate and they are out the door. Before the
health pandemic, new citizens were shown four “inspirational” welcome
videos that tell the story of the nation’s immigration history as well as
footage highlighting the historical songs “America the Beautiful” and
“The Star-Spangled Banner.” The agency also plays a congratulatory
message from the president.


“Miami-Dade county libraries get a reopening date. Here is how
COVID-19 will change them.” via Devoun Cetoute of the Miami Herald
— The Miami-Dade Public Library System has been given a reopening
date after being closed for nearly three months. The Miami-Dade Public
Library System will reopen starting June 8 with new novel coronavirus
safety measures, Miami-Dade County announced Friday. Miami-Dade
libraries originally closed their physical locations in early March.
Residents should check their local branch for its hours as libraries will
be opening with an expanded schedule. All library locations will open
with occupancy limits and guests must wear face coverings. Inside,
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many safety changes will be implemented.


“Broward’s movie theaters and bowling alleys can open June 15”
via Steve Svekis and Brooke Baitinger of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — Broward County officials are joining the rest of the state in
allowing summer camps, movie theaters and bowling alleys to reopen.
Broward County Administrator Bertha Henry signed an order Friday that
allows for summer camps to open Monday. The order also allows
businesses such as movie theaters and bowling alleys to open their
doors at a maximum capacity of 50% on the following Monday, June
15. The business’ operation must adhere to social-distancing, facial
coverings and sanitation recommendations of the CDC.


“State ends COVID-19 checkpoint at Alabama line” via the News
Service of Florida — The Florida Department of Transportation
announced a checkpoint east of the Florida-Alabama border is being
deactivated as part of DeSantis starting the second phase of a COVID-
19 economic recovery plan. A similar checkpoint on Interstate 95 north
of Jacksonville remains in place. The checkpoints were set up in late
March as part of an effort to get travelers from New York, New Jersey,
Connecticut and Louisiana to self-isolate upon arriving in Florida. The
state has collected nearly 28,000 traveler forms at the I-10 checkpoint,
the Department of Transportation said.


“Weekend beach hour restrictions to remain in place in Naples for
now” via Brittany Carloni of the Naples Daily News — Naples beaches
will continue to have shortened hours on weekends, which have been in
place for the last three weeks. The Naples City Council voted 5-2 at a
public meeting to maintain, for now, the current hours of 7 a.m. to 11
a.m. and 5 p.m. to sunset on the weekends. Beaches in the city are
open sunrise to sunset Monday through Friday. In addition, the council
decided to maintain current beach parking restrictions, which allow only
city of Naples and Collier County beach parking permits. Chairs,
umbrellas and coolers are now allowed on city beaches seven days a
week, according to the city. Tents are prohibited.


“Airlines resume flights as travelers gradually return to the air” via
David Lyons of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Fortified with billions
in federal aid, major airlines serving South Florida’s major airports are
slowly restoring flights after cutting back by up to 90%. Since the
coronavirus pandemic grounded roughly half the airline industry’s fleet,
airports around the nation have resembled ghost towns, with sparsely
populated terminals and few planes in the air. The question now is,
once more planes get airborne, will passengers concerned about the
risks posed by the coronavirus buy tickets?


“FL’s top education official — Richard Corcoran — has yet to
announce plans for the 2020-21 school year” via Danielle J. Brown
of Florida Phoenix — With only about two months before the start of the
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next school year, Corcoran has yet to address the public about what to
expect from the 2020-21 school year. That leaves school districts,
teachers, parents, and students in the dark for what fall semester will
entail at a time when the coronavirus pandemic continues. “Ultimately,
the goal is to reopen our school campuses,” Cheryl Etters, director of
communications at the Florida Department of Education, said in an
email. The lack of state guidance from Corcoran and the DOE led to the
formation of outside committees to get the conversation going.


Richard Corcoran has not yet announced educational plans for 2020-2021.


“PBC public schools will allow some summer camps to open,
reversing earlier decision” via Andrew Marra of The Palm Beach Post
— With more people returning to work, Palm Beach County public
schools are moving to allow some summer camps to open on their
campuses this month. District officials say 14 camps operated by local
nonprofit groups or city governments would be first in line to reopen,
and that other district-operated and privately run camps could follow.
The move comes less than a month after Schools Superintendent
Donald Fennoy announced that no summer camps would operate on
district campuses because of concerns about the coronavirus.
Typically, dozens of camps serve thousands of families on the district’s
elementary school campuses during the summer. Most are district-
operated but some are privately run.


“Sarasota school district unveils potential reopening plans” via
Ryan McKinnon of the Sarasota Herald-Tribune — If federal health
officials are still recommending social distancing in the fall, schools in
Sarasota County will be dramatically different. School district leaders
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posted two possible paths for reopening schools on the district website,
with the disclaimer that the plans are likely to change and depend
heavily on federal and state health guidance. The district’s plans hinge
on whether the Centers for Disease Control and state officials will be
recommending that people remain six feet apart to prevent the spread
of COVID-19.


“Universal Orlando’s official reopening draws a light crowd, with
most wearing masks” via Gabrielle Russon and Dewayne Bevil of the
Orlando Sentinel — The return of Universal Orlando’s theme parks after
a nearly three-month shutdown saw light attendance Friday and no
major backups as visitors mostly complied with new safety procedures,
like temperature checks. The parks — Universal Studios Florida,
Islands of Adventure and the Volcano Bay water park — had been shut
down since March 16 because of the coronavirus pandemic. The vast
majority of guests wore their masks, perhaps the biggest change at
Orlando’s theme parks.


  Corona local
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“ACLU sues Broward sheriff to free inmates from jails amid
pandemic” via Mario Ariza of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The
American Civil Liberties Union has filed a federal civil rights lawsuit
against the Broward Sheriff’s Office, charging that conditions inside the
county’s four jails unconstitutionally put inmates at risk of infection and
death from the new coronavirus. The lawsuit alleges that the jails lack
basic sanitation, screening and social distancing for inmates. It wants
the release of vulnerable inmates and urges the federal judiciary to
require broader testing and improved sanitation and housing. In
response to the lawsuit, Sgt. Donald Prichard, a spokesman for the
Broward Sheriff’s Office, wrote in a statement that the law enforcement
agency intends to "vigorously defend this lawsuit.”


The ACLU is suing the Broward County Sheriff’s Office for conditions inside the
county’s four jails. Image via the South Florida Sun-Sentinel.


“Jacksonville research center to conduct clinical trials for vaccine”
via Beth Reese Cravey of The Florida Times-Union — The Jacksonville
Center for Clinical Research is seeking healthy volunteers who have
not been diagnosed with the new coronavirus to participate in trials for
potential vaccines. The center may test vaccines produced by as many
as 12 different companies, said Sharon Smith, vice president of
recruiting. About 4,100 volunteers will be needed, with about 2,000 for
one trial alone, she said. The first trials are likely to begin in
Jacksonville in about six weeks. Because of the worldwide demand, the
clinical research buildup for vaccines has been particularly “fast paced,”
she said. Participants should be “relatively healthy” people, ages 18 to
80, she said. They will be tested for COVID-19 and, if all clear, would
be injected with a vaccine then given a booster shot a month later.
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“UWF officially cancels 2020 graduation ceremony; UWF president
promises 'alternative plans'” via Annie Blanks of the Pensacola News
Journal — The University of West Florida officially canceled its
commencement ceremonies this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
In an email sent to students and faculty, UWF President Martha
Saunders said the Florida Board of Governors announced a directive
to all institutions to postpone all summer commencement ceremonies,
including the spring ceremonies that were rescheduled due to COVID-
19. As a result, she said, the UWF ceremony previously planned for
Aug. 1 for spring graduates has been canceled.


“Tampa International Airport delays $906 million in construction”
via Richard Danielson of the Tampa Bay Times — With air travel down
more than 95%, Tampa International Airport said it will delay or cancel
nearly $906 million in construction projects over the next five years. The
biggest project to be affected will be Airside D, a $690 million project to
add 16 new gates for domestic or international flights. Construction on
that new airside originally was expected to be done in late 2024. Now it
will be delayed four years. In the meantime, projects already underway
as part of the airport’s master-planned $2 billion expansion will continue
to move forward. Along with delaying construction projects, the airport’s
board voted to increase a line of credit the airport has with Truist Bank
from $100 million to $200 million.


“How a St. Petersburg company with no history in medical
supplies won a $10 million coronavirus contract” via Steve
Contorno of the Tampa Bay Times — Fillakit LLC popped up May 1
with few public details on who was behind it. Its website is blank. The
only name on its state registration paperwork is a St. Petersburg lawyer
who specializes in real estate and estate planning. Fillakit had won a
$10.2 million contract from the federal government for swabs and other
COVID-19 testing supplies. A watchdog organization and a national
investigative news outlet have raised questions about the federal
government’s vetting of this upstart, linking the company to a Pinellas
County man with a history of financial troubles and a $2.7 million
settlement in a federal fraud case.


“$30K to help 30 small businesses affected by COVID-19 closures”
via Brett Shweky of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The Delray
Beach Downtown Development Authority will soon be offering COVID-
19 relief assistance grants for small businesses within its district that
have been impacted by the pandemic. Under the administration and
funding of the Delray Beach DDA, the grants are intended to serve as
flexible emergency funding to help small storefront, for-profit
businesses including retail, gallery or independent restaurant
establishments. In total, 30 small businesses will be awarded $1,000
grants. The online application for the assistance grant will go live at 8
a.m. Tuesday, June 16 and the deadline for submission ends at 11:59
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p.m. Wednesday, June 17.


“County makes wearing of masks recommendation, not
requirement” via Timothy O’Hara of Keysnews.com — To mask or not
to mask, that is the question. Monroe County Commissioners seem to
be in agreement that people should wear masks while in restaurants,
stores and other businesses for the time being, but a majority of the
commissioners voted that the county government should only
recommend people wear masks.


  


“Amid reopenings and street protests, coronavirus transmission
remains high in much of the U.S.” via Joel Achenbach and Chelsea
Janes of The Washington Post — The coronavirus appears to be in
retreat in regions that moved decisively to contain it after being hit hard,
including New York and New Jersey. But the virus is persisting in parts
of the South, Midwest and West, including in states that were among
the last to impose shutdowns and the first to lift them. 23 states have


Corona nation
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seen an increase in the rolling seven-day average of coronavirus cases
compared with the previous week. Most have registered an increase of
10% or more. Now, public health officials across the nation are warily
eyeing caseloads and hospitalizations to see if there is a spike in
infections resulting from mass protests against racism and police
violence.


Coronavirus is persisting, in some places aggressively, in parts of the South,
Midwest, and West. Image via AP.


“Could COVID-19 be prevented before it starts? Some researchers
are looking for a way.” via Karen Weintraub of the USA Today —
Pharmaceutical companies and doctors have been hunting for drugs to
treat COVID-19 and launched a major effort to develop a vaccine
against it, but they haven't focused as much on therapies for preventing
infection before or after someone is exposed to the virus that causes
the disease. That's why there was so much excitement over the drug
hydroxychloroquine, which Trump said he was taking for a while, to
avoid infection with the virus. A study published last week found
hydroxychloroquine failed to prevent infection.


“For many protesters, the cause outweighs virus risk. Doctors are
concerned.” via Megan Reeves of the Tampa Bay Times — Health
experts are watching with concern as protests over police brutality
continue to erupt across Tampa Bay amid the coronavirus pandemic,
and as more positive cases in the area are reported each day. The
gatherings often draw hundreds who march and chant in proximity
despite recommendations for social distancing. Protesters say the risk
of gathering is worth it. Even while some wear masks, the pandemic is
far from their minds. Some said in interviews that the duty they feel to
speak out against racial injustice and the death of Floyd at the hands of
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Minneapolis police May 25 outweighs fears of contracting the virus.


“Anthony Fauci, virus task force vanish with Trump all-in on
reopen” via Josh Wingrove of Bloomberg — The White House’s
coronavirus task force has all but vanished from public view as Trump
pushes Americans to put the outbreak behind them and resume normal
social and economic life. The task force was for several weeks a staple
of Trump’s response to the pandemic. The task force is now reduced to
weekly closed-door meetings with Vice President Mike Pence. Fauci,
the top infectious disease expert in the government, hasn’t spoken
publicly at the White House since April 29. While it hasn’t been formally
mothballed, the task force’s move to the back burner comes as Trump
publicly cheers states that are reopening their economies more quickly,
and brushes aside a persistently high number of new infections and
deaths every day.


  


“The jobs market is recovering, but we might blow it” via Conor Sen
of Bloomberg Opinion — The latest jobs report shows that the labor
market is on the road to at least partial recovery. But we should learn
from the policy mistakes of the Great Recession. If we're not smart
about it, we could have years of consistent monthly jobs growth and still
not get back to the level of employment we had in February. Getting
back to full employment as soon as possible should be the driving focus
as we think about fiscal stimulus. The best way to think about this is to
isolate temporary from permanent job losses in the employment data.
We've been down this road before and know how inadequate and
unsatisfying it is. The key is to create an environment with enough
demand so that companies believe it makes sense to invest in future
capacity for a demand that has not yet materialized.


Corona economics
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The jobs report shows that the labor market is on the road to at least partial
recovery, but we should learn from the policy mistakes of the Great Recession.


Image via Bloomberg.


“‘I don’t know if that counts as a job’: Fewer hours, less pay and
more anxiety greet returning workers” via Tony Romm and Jacob
Bogage of The Washington Post — As millions of Americans return to
work amid the worst economic crisis in a generation, they’re
unexpectedly discovering their old positions are far more burdensome
than they used to be. Their hours have been cut, their pay has been
slashed and their responsibilities are now magnitudes greater. And their
job security remains anything but guaranteed. For those who did
maintain their old jobs, newly unfavorable conditions have left many
workers trading one set of anxieties for another, now fearful for their
financial and physical safety.


“Economists predicted 20% unemployment in May. How did they
get it so wrong?” via Heather Long of The Washington Post —
Economists predicted the official U.S. unemployment rate would hit
20% in May. Instead, the world learned that the official rate is actually
13.3%, an improvement from 14.7% in April. In short, give some credit
to the government relief efforts, especially the Paycheck Protection
Program, for bringing back jobs. Many economists expected the PPP
would be a big factor in June, but it turns out the impact was sizable in
May. Over half the job gains were in restaurants. On top of that,
construction homes and commercial properties was deemed essential
in many states, and projects ramped up as the weather improved.


“A ‘misclassification error’ made the May unemployment rate look
better than it is. Here’s what happened.” via Heather Long of The
Washington Post — When the U.S. government’s official jobs report for
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May came out on Friday, it included a note at the bottom saying there
had been a major “error” indicating that the unemployment rate likely
should be higher than the widely reported 13.3% rate. The special note
said that if this “misclassification error” had not occurred, the “overall
unemployment rate would have been about 3 percentage points higher
than reported.” The Bureau of Labor Statistics admitted that some
people who should have been classified as “temporarily unemployed”
during the shutdown were instead misclassified as employed but
“absent” from work for “other reasons.”


“The pandemic’s toll: nearly 500,000 public education jobs
disappeared across U.S. in April” via Matt Barnum of Chalkbeat —
The country saw 6% of its public education jobs disappear in just a
month. In March, there were just over 8 million jobs in K-12 public
education. By mid-April, that figure had dropped to just over 7.5 million,
a loss of nearly 500,000 jobs. The decline in public school employment
is less severe than job losses in other sectors of the economy. The vast
majority of teaching jobs have been spared. Lots of education-
connected jobs are difficult or impossible to do remotely, and some
districts have furloughed staff or eliminated positions with school
buildings closed and budget cuts looming.


“Republicans face looming unemployment dilemma” via Burgess
Everett of POLITICO — Forty million Americans are unemployed and
extra unemployment benefits expire at the end of next month.
Meanwhile, Senate Republicans are grappling with deep ideological
divisions over what to do with the popular program in the middle of a
pandemic and an election year. Most Republicans have roundly
rejected the House Democrats’ approach of extending a $600 weekly
boost to unemployment checks through January 2021. Many
Republicans think the extra money makes it less enticing for Americans
to go back to work. Fights over unemployment benefits amid a
recession have long been politically charged, pitting the need to aid a
reeling population against Republicans’ decadeslong efforts to shrink
government.


“More workers now losing hope of getting back jobs” via Alexandra
Olson and Mae Anderson of The Associated Press — Even as the U.S.
economy begins to flicker back to life, even as job cuts slow and some
laid-off people are called back to work, the scope of the devastation left
by the viral pandemic has grown distressingly clear to millions who’d
hoped for a quick return to their jobs: They may not be going back
anytime soon. With many businesses reopening, the government
surprisingly announced Friday that contrary to expectations of further
layoffs, the economy added 2.5 million jobs in May, and the
unemployment rate fell from 14.7% to 13.3%. Despite gradual re-
openings, public fear of the virus is still keeping many people away from
bars, restaurants, hotels, hair salons and other retail establishments.
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“Airlines got $25 billion in stimulus; Industry still expected to
shrink” via Alison Sider of The Wall Street Journal — Federal stimulus
money for airlines is keeping them afloat through the coronavirus
pandemic, but it’s not proving to be enough to sustain the industry at its
pre-pandemic size. Carriers say they will have to shrink, with fewer
planes flying, fewer flights and fewer employees come Oct. 1, after
restrictions related to their stimulus money expire. Airlines will likely
need to park 20% of their planes and cut their pilot workforces in equal
measure. If not for the government aid, “I’m not sure we’d be flying at
all,” one airline executive said. The problem now: demand hasn’t
snapped back.


“Stores are cutting prices as the economy reopens, but watch for
hikes in gas and food” via David Lyons and Rebecca Schneid of the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Shoppers entering the Galleria Mall in
Fort Lauderdale last week were greeted with a lineup of pleasant
surprises: From Macy’s on the mall’s west end to Dillard’s in the east,
signs boasted breathtaking discounts of 20% to 60% on clothes, shoes,
accessories and eyeglasses. As consumers emerge from their homes
and try to shake off the psychological effects of the coronavirus
lockdown, businesses hope customers will return to the malls, stores
and restaurants, open their wallets and start buying again. Massive
unemployment has blitzed the state and national workforces, making
households cautious about spending and driving up savings rates.


“Higher property tax bills could bring more financial pain during
coronavirus pandemic” via Lisa J. Huriash of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — A bigger-than-expected tax bill couldn’t come at a worse
time for people facing a cash crisis because of the new coronavirus.
Property values in South Florida did well overall in 2019, which could
translate to higher property tax bills. The economic fallout from the
coronavirus already has resulted in historic unemployment numbers.
How much it’ll hurt property values, if at all, won’t be known in the
immediate future. Property appraisers say state law requires them to
only judge the values from 2019, which means any fallout from the
coronavirus can’t be taken into consideration.


“Brooks Bros., ‘made in America’ since 1818, may soon need a
new calling card” via Vanessa Friedman and Sapna Maheshwari of
The New York Times — In late March, Brooks Brothers was showered
with praise after announcing it would use its three clothing factories in
the United States to make personal protective equipment to help fight
COVID-19. Now those factories may become casualties of the
coronavirus, and the future of Brooks Brothers. The company plans to
lay off nearly 700 employees this summer at the factories. The plans
emerged through filings under the federal WARN Act, which requires
companies to give workers at least 60 days’ notice before mass layoffs
or plant closings.
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“Tervis, the maker of double-walled tumblers, found that working
from home works for its office staff. Now it needs new real estate.”
via Ashley Gurbal Kritzer of the Tampa Bay Business Journal — "Quite
honestly, it really was just because that’s the way we’ve always done
it," said Rogan Donnelly, Tervis president. "And then, of course, we
had this forced experiment." Tervis, it turns out, works quite well from
home, Donnelly said — so well, in fact, that it has listed its 12.5-acre
campus in Sarasota County for sale and is looking for new real estate
to accommodate its new normal. Its current buildings total 119,000
square feet, 38,000 square feet of which is devoted to office space. The
company is open to another combined facility or splitting up office
space and a manufacturing facility, and Donnelly plans to remain in
Sarasota County.


Tervis Tumblers President Rogan Donelly poses outside of the company’s
headquarters in North Venice. Image via Nicole Abbott.


“Orange County may borrow $700 million to expand its convention
center even as tax revenues collapse” via Jason Garcia and Stephen
Hudak of the Orlando Sentinel — Orange County may borrow as much
as $700 million to expand its already Pentagon-sized convention center
even as tax revenues collapse amid the coronavirus crisis and industry
executives warn they will want even bigger public subsidies to prop up
the convention business once the pandemic passes. Construction has
not yet begun on the pricey expansion project, which would add a
200,000-square-foot exhibition hall, an 80,000-square-foot ballroom and
another 60,000 square feet of meeting rooms to the sprawling campus.
The expansion is a top priority of Central Florida tourism executives,
who profit off the money-losing meeting facility through attendee-
spending at hotels, restaurants and attractions.


“Poverty doesn't start or end with the pandemic” via Hali Tauxe of
the Tallahassee Democrat — We know there’s a killer moving among
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us, but to many it’s visible only in the empty spaces between things and
in the spaces between people who can’t agree on whether or not to be
afraid. Of the 7.37 million Americans who applied for unemployment
benefits in March, only 29% received payments. In Florida, the number
was less than 10%. The coronavirus is a reminder that none of us are
as safe as we feel: the virus may be invisible, but the existential threat it
poses is very real. We can’t forget this feeling of insecurity. For many
people, it neither started nor ends with the pandemic.


“The pandemic hit and this car became home for a family of four.”
via Greg Jaffe of The Washington Post — The pandemic had forced
them from their home. Then they had run out of money for a motel. That
left the car, which is where Sergine Lucien, Dave Marecheau and
their two children were one recent night, parked in a lot that was tucked
behind a row of empty storefronts. “I’m not worried,” Dave replied. Days
earlier, Dave had started a $14-an-hour construction job and expected
to collect his first paycheck in the morning. If all went as planned, this
would be their last night sleeping in the car. The spot was 6 miles from
the main gate of a shuttered Walt Disney World, the engine of
Orlando’s vast tourism economy. Even when the economy was
booming, Dave and Sergine had lived in a state of near homelessness.


  


“Research shows students falling months behind during virus
disruptions” via Dana Goldstein of The New York Times — While a
nation of burned-out, involuntary home-schoolers slogs to the finish line
of a disrupted academic year, a picture is emerging of the extent of the
learning loss among children in America, and the size of the gaps
schools will be asked to fill when they reopen. Most students will have
fallen behind where they would have been if they had stayed in
classrooms, with some losing the equivalent of a full school year’s


More corona
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worth of academic gains. The harms to students could grow if schools
continue to teach fully or partly online in the fall, or if they reopen with
significant budget cuts because of the economic downturn.


“Stadium virus prevention steers spotlight toward fan privacy” via
The Associated Press — Metal detectors every sports fan has become
accustomed to at the gate might soon be accompanied by thermal body
scanners as part of the gargantuan task of preventing the spread of the
new coronavirus and other airborne diseases. And that might be just
one thing the public will need to be comfortable with in order to bring
games back for in-person viewing. Technology will be a vital piece of
the puzzle. It will also further test a fan’s willingness to potentially
sacrifice a little more privacy in exchange for the opportunity to sit
courtside or behind the plate again.


Coronavirus checks might be just one thing the public will need to be comfortable
with in order to bring games back for in-person viewing. Image via AP.


“Passengers suing over virus fears would ‘open the door' to
liability, cruise line says” via Amanda Bronstad of Law.com —
Allowing cruise ship passengers to sue over emotional distress
because they could have been exposed to the COVID-19 pandemic
would “open the door to open-ended liability,” according to Princess
Cruise Line Ltd. in a court filing this week. The motion to dismiss, filed
Tuesday in 13 cases brought on behalf of more than 40 passengers, is
the first substantive response that Princess Cruises has filed in court
since the coronavirus prompted the filing of dozens of lawsuits. The
motion comes as businesses across the country, reopening after
months of closures imposed by state and local officials to curb the
spread of COVID-19, have lobbied for protections from liability.
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“Las Vegas casinos welcoming guests after long shutdown” via the
Las Vegas Review-Journal — Many casinos require temperature
checks to enter facilities. Most people are showing a normal
temperature. Guests who get 100.4 degrees or above won’t be allowed
in casinos if they test above the temperature after a 15-minute cool-
down period. Many locals are excited about the reopening of casinos
and plan to spend time gambling. Some casinos have sanitation
stations, some with hand-washing sinks and others with disinfecting
wipes at various places across their facilities. However, it appears that
few people are using them. Some guests who wore face coverings
wore them over their mouths but not their noses. Other masks dangled
around necks while people sipped from their drinks or took a drag from
cigarettes.


  


“Remittances to Cuba could be in peril after new announcement by
the Trump administration” via Nora Gámez Torres of the Miami
Herald — Remittances to Cuba, the second-largest source of revenue


D.C. matters
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for the country and a lifeline for many families, could be in danger after
the U.S. State Department included the Cuban company Fincimex on
its list of restricted entities on Wednesday. Fincimex, a subsidiary of
Cimex, which is part of GAESA, a larger conglomerate of companies
controlled by the Cuban military, processes remittances to Cuba and is
the exclusive representative of Western Union on the island. Western
Union offers a popular service through which thousands of Cubans in
South Florida send money to their relatives. In October last year, the
Trump administration limited remittances to Cuba to $ 1,000 per
quarter.


The U.S. State Department included the Cuban company Fincimex on its list of
restricted entities, endangering remittances to Cuba from family members abroad.


Assignment editors — U.S. Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, joined by
local health experts, will hold a news conference call to address the
lack of contact tracing as Florida moves to Phase Two of reopening,
1:30 p.m., location and RSVP with katy.nystrom@mail.house.gov.


“Corrine Brown’s ex-aide leaves halfway house” via Steve Patterson
of The Florida Times-Union — Brown’s ex-chief of staff has been
released from a halfway house where he was serving time for a federal
conspiracy conviction involving a bogus children’s charity. Elias
“Ronnie” Simmons, completed about 60% of a four-year prison
sentence he received in December 2017. He pleaded guilty to two of 19
charges he faced in a 2016 indictment that said the charity, One Door
for Education, was used like a slush fund to cover personal expenses
for him, Brown and One Door founder Carla Wiley. Simmons testified
at Brown’s trial that he regularly withdrew money from a One Door bank
account and deposited it into an account controlled by Brown, a
Democrat from Jacksonville who encouraged her political supporters to
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give to One Door.


“Pensacola bids for Space Command HQ” via Jim Thompson of the
NWF Daily News — The city of Pensacola is making a bid to host the
headquarters of U.S. Space Command, and other Florida cities could
follow as the Air Force seeks self-nominations from qualified cities. U.S.
Space Command is a unified combatant command under which the
Space Force, the Air Force and other branches of the military operate in
space. “We do meet the minimum screening criteria,” Kaycee Lagarde,
Pensacola’s public information officer, confirmed. Interested
communities must be within the top 150 Metropolitan Statistical Areas
in the country, be located within 25 miles of a military base and have a
minimum score of 50 on the Livability Index.


  


ICYMI — “Florida’s unemployment claims jump by 206,494 despite
national decline” via David Lyons of the Orlando Sentinel — Florida’s
unemployment claims bucked a downward national trend with a surge
in new layoffs and an unemployment agency still struggling with a
backlog of people trying to file claims. Florida saw its claims jump by
more than 31,000 from the previous week. But nationwide, filings again
showed a slight overall decline. The state’s 206,494 jobless workers
seeking benefits in the week ending May 30 was the second-highest in
the country. Only California, with 230,000, was higher. The state’s
unemployment benefits system is still trying to meet the overwhelming
demands for service by well over 1 million idled workers. Thousands of
independent contractors, made eligible for federal payments under the
coronavirus relief act, were rejected and had to reapply.


“Colorado State updates 2020 hurricane forecast” via the NWF Daily
News — Colorado State University boosted the number of named
storms expected this hurricane season as the atmosphere organizes for
a potential cyclone-inciting La Niña. The seasonal forecast update
added three named storms for 19, including nine hurricanes and four
major hurricanes of category 3 or higher. The increase in named storms
reflects the already-formed tropical storms Arthur, Bertha and Cristobal.
If predictions hold true, it will be the fifth consecutive year of above-
normal activity, beating the previous 4-year streak set between 1998
and 2001.


“F1 tornado strikes neighborhoods southeast of downtown
Orlando” via Lisa Maria Garza, Kevin Spear and Mark Skoneki of the
Orlando Sentinel — An F1 tornado that struck Orlando on Saturday
night toppled trees, smashed cars and ripped off roofs in
neighborhoods southeast of downtown, authorities said Sunday. The
National Weather Service determined that the twister, with winds of 100
to 105 mph, started as a waterspout on Lake Conway at 7:20 p.m. and


Statewide
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lifted back to the sky at 7:32 p.m. near Lake Lawsona. There were no
reports of injuries. The majority of the damage was caused by trees that
fell onto homes, according to a tweet from meteorologist Scott Spratt
in the Melbourne office. The Lake Margaret Village apartment complex
took the brunt of the tornado, with several buildings damaged.


“Tropical Storm Cristobal makes landfall in Louisiana; here's what
to expect in Pensacola” via the Pensacola News Journal staff reports
— Squalls with tropical-storm-force winds will impact the coastal areas
of the western Panhandle tonight as Tropical Storm Cristobal through
the northern Gulf Coast. The center of Cristobal made landfall just east
of Grand Island, Louisiana, at 5 p.m. and hazardous weather conditions
are expected to spread inland across the northern Gulf Coast through
tonight. A tropical storm warning is in effect for coastal parts of
Escambia and Santa Rosa counties. Those in the warning area should
be prepared for the possibility of damaging winds, minor coastal
flooding, strong rip currents, periods of heavy rainfall and a few
tornadoes, according to an update from the National Weather Service in
Mobile, Alabama.


Tropical Storm Cristobal makes landfall in Louisiana, could be a rainmaker for
Florida. Image via AP.


“Florida Chamber maps reveal childhood poverty rates across the
state” via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics — The Florida Chamber
Foundation’s Prosperity Initiative has published a set of maps that
outline childhood poverty numbers across the stats. The maps dig down
to the county and ZIP code levels. At the low end, about 8.5% of
children in St. Johns County live in poverty. Hardee County fares worst,
with a childhood poverty rate of 43.5%. The Chamber said it published
the data to help business leaders, elected officials, and community
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leaders identify where childhood poverty is most prevalent so they
could work toward solutions. “Through the Florida Chamber
Foundation’s Prosperity Initiative, Florida’s businesses have the
opportunity to lead in helping Florida’s children move from poverty into
prosperity,” said Karen Moore, CEO of The Moore Agency and Florida
Chamber Foundation Trustee.


“Local governments push broad response to census” via Jim
Thompson of the NWF Daily News — Consequences of not completing
the census can be serious, affecting everything from the level of
representation that communities will have in their state legislatures and
in Congress as legislative district lines are redrawn to reflect population
changes, and the amount of state and federal dollars that flow into
counties and cities and their school systems to augment local tax
revenue. Officials in Walton County are redoubling their efforts to get
people to fill out the census form. Currently, just 30.3% of the forms
sent to addresses across the county have been completed and sent in.
The numbers are a little better in Okaloosa County, where 56.2% of
forms have been sent in.


“Enterprise Florida eyes overseas trade efforts” via Jim Turner of
the News Service of Florida — As it puts together a budget for the fiscal
year that starts July 1, the public-private economic development agency
is also making an assumption that its employees will be able to go
overseas by the final three months of 2020. The “full steam” effort to
encourage job growth includes a focus on reviving international trade,
with the hope of sending a contingent to the Medica Trade Fair in
November in Düsseldorf, Germany, if international virus-related travel
restrictions are eased. “We did speak to the event organizers, who have
been in touch with their government. They have not canceled or
postponed that event,” Enterprise Florida Chief Operating Officer
Robert Schlotman told members of the agency’s Finance &
Compensation Committee.


“Arguments rejected on ‘red flag’ law” via the News Service of
Florida — An appeals court rejected a challenge to a state law that
allows authorities to remove guns if people are found to pose a
“significant danger” to themselves or others. The so-called “red flag” law
was passed after the 2018 mass shooting at Parkland’s Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School that killed 17 people. It allows courts to
issue what is known as “risk protection” orders that allow removal of
firearms for up to a year. A panel of the 2nd District Court of Appeal
issued a seven-page decision in a Polk County case that challenged
the constitutionality of the law.


“Florida, NRA will bypass mediation in challenge to Parkland gun
law” via the News Service of Florida — The National Rifle Association
and Florida officials will avoid mediation in a lawsuit challenging a 2018
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state law that prevents people under age 21 from purchasing firearms,
under an order issued this week by a federal judge. The age restriction
was included in a law passed in response to the Feb. 14, 2018 mass
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland.
Nikolas Cruz, who was 19 at the time of the shooting, is accused of
killing 14 students and three faculty members with a semi-automatic
weapon at his former school. The law raised the age from 18 to 21 to
purchase “long guns,” such as rifles and shotguns. Federal law already
banned licensed firearms dealers from selling handguns to people
under 21.


“Governor’s office passes on union’s request to oust Sheriff
Gregory Tony” via Skyler Swisher of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
DeSantis isn’t going to act on a deputies union’s request that he
suspend Tony from his post ahead of August’s election, the governor’s
spokeswoman said. The Broward Sheriff’s Office Deputies Association
asked the governor in a letter to oust Tony, citing omissions the
DeSantis-appointed sheriff made on job applications and other
paperwork about his past. The union is supporting Al Pollock in the
Aug. 18 Democratic primary election and has been waging a public
battle against Tony. “Broward Sheriff’s Office employees have lost
respect for and must endure a sense of disgust when employees come
to work knowing that their ‘sheriff’ has lied, cheated and obtained the
position that he holds today through deception,” Jeff Bell, the union’s
president, wrote.


“City Hall, Tallahassee police meet over naming officer who shot
Tony McDade, walkout ensues” via Karl Etters of the Tallahassee
Democrat — A meeting with city leaders and the Tallahassee Police
Department Saturday over the planned release of the name of the
officer who shot and killed a transgender black man turned tense,
resulting in a mass walkout, a statewide police union leader said. The 4
p.m. meeting happened after protesters gathered in front of police
headquarters, demanding answers in the May shooting of McDade and
the March shooting of Mychael Johnson. At issue has been whether
Marsy's Law, a state constitutional amendment creating a crime victims'
bill of rights, applies to law enforcement in the course of their official
duties. Saturday's tension came over the decision by Goad and top city
brass to soon release the name of the officer.
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More than 1,000 protesters occupied the area outside of the Tallahassee Police
Department's front steps with a list of demands they have after three people have


been shot and killed by TPD officers in the last three months. Image via the
Tallahassee Democrat.


“Most Florida officers disciplined for excessive force kept their
jobs” via Ryan Mills, Devan Patel and Melanie Payne of The Lakeland
Ledger — Most Florida law enforcement and corrections officers who
were disciplined for using excessive force on suspects and inmates
kept their jobs, according to an analysis of the state’s law enforcement
complaint data. From 1985 to mid-2018, there were 1,671 cases in
Florida in which deputies, police officers and jail and prison guards
were disciplined by their agencies for using excessive force. More than
70,000 people work as law enforcement or corrections officers in
Florida, and the data show that only a small fraction are ever disciplined
for using excessive force.


“’Such nonsense’: Blue Dog Democrats officially repudiate Kim
Daniels” via AG Gancarski of Florida Politics — In response to a
Jacksonville Democrat’s claim that she’s a Blue Dog Democrat, the
actual Blue Dog Caucus reached out to say no. Daniels was rebuked
over the weekend by the coalition of centrist congressional Democrats.
“Kim Daniels is no blue dog. We would never endorse such nonsense.
Ever,” said U.S. Rep. Kurt Schrader, chair of the Blue Dog PAC. The
Blue Dog PAC includes Democrats in Congress, with Florida’s
Stephanie Murphy and Charlie Crist among them. Daniels, an
evangelist who is socially conservative on abortion and prayer issues,
seemed to suggest during the “When Women Pray” call that the
endorsements for opponent Angie Nixon from Bob Lynch and Adam
Christensen didn’t matter, as she is a “Blue Dog Democrat.”
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“For Broward voters, major change with new state attorney” via
Steve Bousquet of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — For the first time
in an astounding 44 years, Broward will elect a new state attorney, a
countywide prosecutor to replace the retiring Mike Satz, who seems as
if he’s been around as long as the courthouse itself. The election comes
amid resounding calls for change in a criminal justice system people
nationally see as racist and unaccountable. Democratic voters must
size up eight candidates. At the Broward state attorney’s office, so
many societal factors converge daily: poverty, racism, mental health,
substance abuse, police brutality, minimum mandatory sentences, cash
bail, racial disparities in sentencing and repeated wrongful
incarcerations of innocent people.


“Judge in Jeffrey Epstein grand jury case has ties to those with a
stake in outcome” via Julie K. Brown of the Miami Herald — Krista
Marx, the Palm Beach chief judge who also heads a panel that polices
judicial conduct, has potential conflicts of interest involving three
prominent players embroiled in the Epstein sex-trafficking saga: State
Attorney Dave Aronberg, who has been sued to release the grand jury
records; Sheriff Ric Bradshaw, whose department’s favored treatment
of Epstein while he was in the Palm Beach County jail is part of an
ongoing state criminal investigation; and ex-State Attorney Barry
Krischer, part of the same investigation in connection with his decision
not to prosecute Epstein on child-sex charges.


“Domestic violence group sues own insurers over ongoing Tiffany
Carr scandal” via James Call of the Tallahassee Democrat — The
Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence now is suing two insurance
companies, saying they broke a deal to defend the organization against
other lawsuits filed by the state. The state sued FCADV in March over
what lawmakers called excessive payments to former CEO Carr.
Reports of the coalition’s spending practices prompted a Florida House
investigation that found Carr had cashed in over $7 million in paid time
off over a four-year period. The nonprofit, which was the state's leading
anti-domestic violence group, acted as a pass-through, administering
$52 million in state and federal funds annually to 42 domestic violence
shelters.


“Collier agrees to $10M purchase of 967 acres of environmentally
sensitive ranch land” via Patrick Riley of the Naples Daily News —
Collier County commissioners last week approved an agreement to buy
more than 900 acres of environmentally sensitive ranch land in rural
Collier for $10 million. Commissioners unanimously approved the
purchase of a 967-acre property, known as HHH Ranch, as part of their
consent agenda May 26. The land, which environmental groups say is
environmentally valuable, is located east of Collier Boulevard and just
north of the cross-state Alligator Alley stretch of Interstate 75. The land
is owned by Dr. Francis Hussey Jr. and his wife, Mary Pat.
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“Pinellas BRT funding is a road map for how the region can keep
winning federal transit dollars” via Veronica Brezina-Smith of the
Tampa Bay Business Journal — The Tampa Bay region is known as a
business-friendly, tourism destination but it has always suffered from
lack of transit options largely due to lack of funding. That could be
changing. For the first time ever, the federal government awarded the
Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority $21.8 million in federal grants in late
May for construction of the region’s first Bus Rapid Transit project.
Florida Department of Transportation Secretary David Gwynn said the
region came together to attract the needed federal funding or half the
project cost. The Central Avenue BRT is one of the top five transit
priorities for the region, he said.


  


“No ‘silver lining’: Trump faces voter backlash amid crises” via
Steve Peoples and Scott Bauer of The Associated Press — At the end
of one of his most turbulent weeks in office, Trump was eager to boast
of a better than expected jobs report to argue the country is poised for a


2020
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booming recovery. “The people living the economic reality of what’s
soon to be a recession, it’s a very different set of numbers,” Benjamin
Lund said, a Milwaukee Republican who recently lost his restaurant
job. “It’s almost, in a sense, disrespectful to try and put a positive spin
on where we are as a nation right now.” Trump has time to solidify his
standing. But some Republicans, such as Lund, fear voters are simply
worn out by Trump. The President has time to solidify his standing. But
some Republicans fear voters are simply worn out by Trump. Just 21%
of voters believe the United States is on the right track.


Benjamin Lund is a longtime Republican raised in a conservative family in the
political battleground of Wisconsin, now plans to vote a straight Democratic ticket.


Image via AP.


“Vote for Trump? These Republican leaders aren’t on the
bandwagon” via Jonathan Martin of The New York Times — Growing
numbers of prominent Republicans are debating how far to go in
revealing that they won’t back his reelection. Former President George
W. Bush won’t support the reelection of Trump, and Jeb Bush isn’t
sure how he’ll vote, say people familiar with their thinking. Sen. Mitt
Romney of Utah won’t back Trump and is deliberating whether to again
write in his wife, Ann, or cast another ballot this November. Cindy
McCain, the widow of Sen. John McCain, is almost certain to support
Joe Biden but is unsure how public to be about it because one of her
sons is eying a run for office.


“Colin Powell says he 'cannot in any way support' Trump;
announces he will vote for Joe Biden” via FOX News — Powell
became the latest member of the Republican Party’s old guard to
announce that he will not be voting for Trump in November’s general
election. Powell’s admission comes amid rumors and speculation that a
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number of establishment Republican heavyweights have sworn off
voting for Trump in favor of Democratic presidential nominee and
Biden. “I certainly cannot, in any way, support President Trump this
year,” Powell said Sunday on CNN’s “State of the Union.” “We have a
Constitution and we have to follow that Constitution and the president
has drifted away from it.”


“Joe Biden has doubled his lead over Donald Trump in Michigan,
poll says” via Paul Egan of the Detroit Free Press — Biden has
increased his lead over President Trump to 12 percentage points in
Michigan, where voters are unhappy with Trump's response to the
coronavirus pandemic. Biden leads Republican Trump in Michigan 53-
41. Biden's lead over Trump in Michigan, seen as a key battleground
state in the Nov. 3 presidential election, has doubled from six points in
January when Michigan voters favored Biden over Trump 50-44. Asked
about Trump's handling of the pandemic, 58% gave him a negative
rating, 41% gave him a positive rating and 1% were undecided or
refused to say.


Joe Biden has doubled his lead over Donald Trump in Michigan. Image via AP.


“Charlotte: We need to know whether RNC is coming or not” via
Jim Morrill and Austin Weinstein of The Charlotte Observer — A day
after Trump vowed to move the Republican National Convention,
Charlotte’s city attorney said Wednesday the city is still moving forward
as if the convention will be in Charlotte. “We do need to clarify the
intentions of the RNC in terms of exactly what they plan on doing here
in Charlotte,” City Attorney Patrick Baker said. Baker said he’s talking
to GOP and convention officials. “We need to hear from the RNC in
very plain terms what their expectations are as it relates to fulfilling their
obligations under the contract,” he said. Baker’s comments came a day
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after Trump tweeted that because Gov. Roy Cooper can’t guarantee
full attendance at Charlotte’s Spectrum Center.


“How Trump’s demands for a full house in Charlotte derailed a
convention” via Annie Karni and Maggie Haberman of The New York
Times — The buyer’s remorse about choosing Charlotte, North
Carolina, to host Trump’s nominating convention had already set in
January, months before the coronavirus would force both parties to
rethink how to hold large-scale political events. A group of Republican
fundraisers expressed concern that what could have been a high-
octane celebration of Trump’s complete takeover of the Republican
Party was going to fall short of expectations. Convention cities are
chosen well in advance of the event. But at that point, North Carolina
was looking like less of a problem electorally for Trump than Florida, the
president’s new home state, and one that he is uniquely focused on
winning.


“Facebook, Instagram join Twitter in removing Trump campaign
videos over copyright complaints” via Cristiano Lima of POLITICO
— Facebook and Instagram took down video tributes to Floyd posted
by the Trump campaign over copyright complaints, following a similar
decision by Twitter, broadening the latest skirmish over the policing of
online messages from President Trump and his allies. Facebook and its
subsidiary Instagram removed posts by official Trump campaign
accounts that included videos narrated by Trump. “We received a
copyright complaint from the creator under the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act and have removed the post," Facebook spokesperson
Andy Stone said. "Organizations that use original art shared on
Instagram are expected to have the right to do so.”


“Police groups break with Joe Biden” via Marc Caputo and Natasha
Korecki of POLITICO — Biden has long prided himself on being a
union-friendly Democrat with a good relationship with rank-and-file
cops. But Biden’s call for more national policing reforms and oversight
in the wake of the death of Floyd has created a fissure with law
enforcement groups, leaving many who once supported him frustrated
by what they regard as political posturing by their one-time ally.
“Clearly, he’s made a lot of changes the way candidates do during the
primary process, but he kept moving left and fell off the deep end,” said
Bill Johnson, executive director of the National Association of Police
Organizations. Trump has issued a full-throated call to restore “law and
order.”


“Val Demings’ Orlando police career could hurt — or help — her
chances to become Joe Biden’s running mate” via Steven
Lemongello and Jeff Weiner of the Orlando Sentinel — Demings’
meteoric rise from the Orlando Police Department to the halls of
Congress and a starring role in the impeachment of Trump has
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reportedly landed her on the shortlist of contenders to join former Vice
President Biden atop the Democratic ticket this fall. But Demings’
background as former police chief at a department that has been
accused of using force excessively, including during her tenure, could
prove a challenge on the national stage, particularly when people
across the country are protesting in the streets against police brutality.
To national Democrats, Demings is a rising star who has already once
taken on Trump. In Central Florida, she’s half a political and law
enforcement power couple.


Watch tonight — “’Axios on HBO’ interviews Rep. Demings” via
Axios — Demings gives a surprisingly blunt answer when Alexi
McCammond asks whether she'd accept an offer to be Biden's running
mate. Available 11 p.m. Eastern time on all HBO platforms.


To watch the promo, click on the image below:


“Stacey Abrams wants to be Biden’s Veep. But her new book is
about bigger hopes.” via Carlos Lozada of The Washington Post —
Abrams, the former Georgia state legislator who narrowly lost the 2018
governor’s race and is considered a long shot Veep contender for the
2020 Democratic ticket, writes in a new book of our time, but also of
others that never stop echoing. She begins in 1968, a year when
another man sought to win a presidential election by calling for law and
order. She looks back on constitutional amendments ending slavery
and expanding suffrage, landmark court decisions such as Brown v.
Board of Education, and vital legislation such as the Voting Rights Act,
but she recognizes each as a step, not an end.


“Facebook, Twitter and Google write their own rules for political
ads — and what you see” via Patience Haggin and Emily Glazer of
The Wall Street Journal — With virtually no federal guidelines
regulating these ads, the major online platforms are drawing up their
own rules for what political advertisers can and cannot do. Platforms’
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decisions to moderate content have sparked widespread debate, as
with Twitter Inc.’s decision in May to flag tweets posted by President
Donald Trump that violated its rules and Facebook Inc.’s decision to
allow similar posts to appear without moderation. Facebook, Alphabet
Inc.-owned Google and Twitter updated their ad policies in 2019, setting
rules for what counts as a political ad, who is allowed to buy them, and
what they can say. All three platforms use a combination of automated
and human review to enforce their policies.


  


“Despite coronavirus, some candidates able to qualify by
gathering petition signatures” via Dave Berman of Florida Today — A
number of candidates for local office were able to gather enough
signatures to help secure a spot on the ballot, despite the obstacle of
no door-to-door campaigning or large gatherings in recent months
because of the coronavirus pandemic. This year, the signature-gather
process "was a real challenge," Brevard Republican Executive
Committee Chair Rick Lacey said. Not only can candidates gather
signatures for their qualifying petitions, but they also can make a
personal connection with a voter, and perhaps also gain a campaign
volunteer or help register a new voter in the household. "Nothing beats
retail, door-to-door politics," Lacey said.


“Chuck Brannan endorses Judson Sapp for CD 3” via Drew Wilson
of Florida Politics — Brannan endorsed Republican congressional
candidate Sapp for Florida’s 3rd Congressional District. “Our country is
in desperate need of strong leadership in Congress. Judson Sapp will
stand firm to protect our conservative values and get things done for
Floridians. I’m proud to endorse Judson Sapp for Congress because I
know he will go to Washington to support President Trump and fight for
us,” Brannan said. Sapp responded, “Chuck Brannan is a seventh-
generation Floridian, rancher, and dedicated public servant. He served
us in North Florida as a career law enforcement officer and now as a
State Representative. I appreciate Chuck’s service to our state and his
support.” Through the end of March, Sapp had about $310,000 in the
bank.


More from the trail
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Chuck Brannan is going all-in for Judson Sapp in CD 3.


“Adam Hattersley raising funds off Floyd tragedy” via Janelle Irwin
Taylor of Florida Politics — In an email to supporters, Hattersley
expressed consternation over last week’s tragic killing in which Floyd
was killed by a police officer restraining him with his knee placed over
his neck. “This past week has been heartbreaking. It has felt like the
country that I, and so many others have fought for, is reaching a
breaking point, and that there is no relief from violence in sight,”
Hattersley wrote. The email includes a link to contribute to his
campaign. “Can we count on you to contribute a few dollars to Adam’s
campaign?” the email reads above a “contribute” link. Hattersley, during
a candidate debate at Tampa Tiger Bay Friday, apologized for including
the contribution link and said it shouldn’t be there.


“Clay Yarborough, Joe Casello draw House challengers” via the
News Service of Florida — Jacksonville Democrat Emmanuel Blimie
opened a campaign account try to unseat Yarborough in Duval
County’s House District 12. Democrat Spyros Chialtas also opened an
account for the race last month. Meanwhile, Boynton Beach Republican
Lydia Maldonado opened an account this week to challenge Casello
in Palm Beach County’s House District 90, according to the Division of
Elections. Libertarian Jonathan Andrew Adler also has opened an
account for the race.


“Miami-Dade Mayor asks judge to dismiss lawsuit challenging his
congressional quest” via the News Service of Florida — Calling the
case “much-to-do about nothing,” a lawyer for Miami-Dade County
Mayor Giménez is asking a circuit judge to dismiss a lawsuit that
contends Gimenez should be disqualified from running for a
congressional seat this year. Republican Omar Blanco and Gimenez
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are trying to unseat U.S. Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, in one of the
most closely watched congressional races in the state. District 26 is
made up of Monroe County and part of Miami-Dade County. Blanco
filed the lawsuit in April in the Leon County circuit court.


“Tom Lee to run for Hillsborough Court Clerk” via C.T. Bowen of the
Tampa Bay Times — Lee is running for Hillsborough County Clerk of
the Circuit Court and Comptroller, according to campaign documents.
Lee filed his preliminary campaign paperwork Friday afternoon at the
Hillsborough Supervisor of Elections Office, after announcing last week
that he would step down from his Senate seat in November.
Republicans D.C. Goutoufas and County Commissioner Sandra
Murman previously filed preliminary candidate papers. Murman,
though, has not officially announced her candidacy and is expected to
seek another office. On the Democratic side, former Commissioner
Kevin Beckner and Hillsborough School Board member Cindy Stuart
also have filed their preliminary campaign paperwork. They are seeking
to replace Clerk of Court and Comptroller Pat Frank, who is retiring
after 16 years in the office.


Tom Lee makes it official; he is running for Hillsborough County Clerk.


“Hillsborough Commissioner Sandy Murman gears up her
campaign machinery — but for what?” via William March of the
Tampa Bay Times — Murman has restarted her political campaign
machinery — but it isn’t clear what race she’s aiming at. Indications
from some political insiders suggest she may be gearing up for a
challenge to countywide Commissioner Pat Kemp, with backing from
the real estate development industry that opposes moves by Kemp and
other commissioners for increased impact fees and limits on growth.
Murman is term-limited in her seat representing commission District 1,
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based in Tampa and extending from northwest Hillsborough to South
Shore. Winning a countywide seat would restart her term-limit clock.


“Court orders Indian River commission to backtrack on school
election, set Aug. 18 vote” via Colleen Wixon of TCPalm — The
County Commission overstepped its authority when it overruled the
School Board on the date of an upcoming school tax vote, a judge
ruled. Circuit Judge Janet Croom ordered the commission to meet
today and do what the School Board had asked in the first place: put
the tax issue on the Aug. 18 primary ballot. The commission had
decided the Nov. 3 general election was better for the tax vote. The
deadline for submitting items for the August election is Friday. The
commission is to meet at 4:30 p.m. today. School district officials went
to court last month after the County Commission twice denied requests
to authorize the school tax vote for the August ballot. Commissioners
instead said they wanted it part of the Nov. 3 general election, arguing
its chances for passage were greater because more people would vote
in November than in August.


  


“We must unite against racism as America faces dual pandemics”
via Rep. Al Lawson for the Tallahassee Democrat — The coronavirus is
still among us changing the way we live our lives and taking from us
loved ones. Businesses have begun to reopen, but people are moving
into those places with a sense of fear and anxiety. Yet, we wonder
whether the economy is being saved at our expense. Racism has
decided to avoid all the usual subtleties it normally displays. It has
stepped front and center that we might once again be reminded of its
manipulative strength and its disruptive power. We have witnessed the
appalling deaths of so many of our people by individuals who felt they
were empowered and entitled to act in the most inhumane ways.


Top opinion
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“From Pensacola to Navarre, protesters speak truth to power,
preserve peace” via the Pensacola News Journal editorial board — In
a moment of historic outcry that promises to permanently shift the
scales of race and justice in America, our own local citizens have joined
in the outpouring that has swept across the nation in the aftermath of
the brutal police killing of Floyd in Minneapolis. For Pensacola, stories
like Floyd’s hit home. It wasn’t all that long ago in 2009 when an
innocent black teenager named Victor Steen was crushed under the
cruiser of Pensacola Police Officer Jerald Ard after the child fell off his
bicycle while being chased by the officer who claimed Steen looked
suspicious. Photographers captured the heartbreaking image of Steen’s
broken and lifeless leg pinned beneath the cruiser for hours as the
scene was investigated.


“African Americans are exhausted from talking about racism,
Floyd. It's time to listen” via the Florida Today editorial board —
African Americans are exhausted from telling the rest of America about
racism. It's time we as a nation finally listen. It was important to hear
from black Brevard County residents on their experiences with racism
and their reactions to the deaths of Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery and others.
We cannot let our black friends, neighbors, co-workers and loved ones
carry the burden of changing systemic racism on their own. Staying
quiet in this historic moment is a statement in itself. White Americans
also must be outraged by Floyd's death after a police officer knelt on his
neck for almost nine minutes. It is our responsibility to call out racist
comments and actions when they happen outside the public view,
whether it be at home, school or work.


“I’m not impressed by white people huffing about Floyd’s killing”
via Janis Prince for the Tampa Bay Times — I am tired of the race
problems in the United States. I am tired of getting worked up, so
excuse me if all of the white people huffing and puffing about the
tragedy of Floyd’s killing neither moves nor impresses me. Where were
these folks who are hopping up and down now when other blacks and
browns were murdered with impunity? What are they doing other than
offering “words of solidarity”— when they have the power to do
something? I count myself lucky that some private concerns consume
and keep me selfishly focused inward. I appreciate my numbness and
focus on self-preservation in the face of this killing. So leave me be.


“Miami-Dade police shouldn’t police themselves. Let citizen
oversight board weigh in on bad cops” via the Miami Herald editorial
board — Street demonstrators, community leaders and many residents
of all hues are rightly demanding more police accountability. Miami-
Dade County commissioners should step up right now to fulfill this


Opinions
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demand: Begin the process by reinstating the civilian oversight panel to
independently investigate citizens’ complaints of police misconduct.
Currently, there are two efforts underway to revive an ordinance
proposed by commissioners and a push to put a charter amendment,
crafted by a coalition of community organizations, on the November
ballot. The previous panel did little to keep bad cops off the street. It
was toothless, created more to mollify aggrieved residents than make
an impact.


“With no gun debate, 2022 loses some political fun” via Bill Cottrell
of the Tallahassee Democrat — It’s too bad the Florida Supreme Court
shot down the public petition campaign for a ban on military-style
“assault weapons” last week. Not because the justices ruled, 4-1, that
the amendment’s ballot summary had some deceptive wording. That
sort of legal technicality is what the court is there for, a process to keep
both sides from waging long and costly campaigns for a flawed
amendment that doesn’t comply with public-initiative rules. What’s
mildly lamentable about the high court’s ruling against the referendum
is that Florida’s 2022 campaign just became a little less interesting
because now we're not going to have the gun referendum on the ballot.
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Florida has now experienced five consecutive days where the number
of new COVID-19 cases has exceeded 1,000. DeSantis says that is
because of more testing, but it could also have something to do with the
reopening of Florida and all those mitigation measures that are no
longer practice.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— The number of fatalities continues to rise and should soon surpass
2,800 in Florida. Nationwide, the total is more than 112,000 deaths and
more than 2 million confirmed cases.


— Tropical Storm Cristobal slogs ashore in Louisiana, soaking the
entire southeast, as well as most of Florida. The rain didn’t stop Black
Lives Matter marches in the Sunshine State, but it did cool things down
a bit. Health experts are now recommending people who take part in
the protests test for coronavirus — just in case.


Today's Sunrise
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— The embattled Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence filed suit
against two insurance companies that sold them professional liability
coverage and are now refusing to pay up since the state is taking the to
court coalition over excessive payments to their former director. The
insurance companies say their policies don’t cover fraud.


— DeSantis provides a monologue on the state’s efforts to protect
seniors from COVID-19. More than half Florida’s fatalities have been at
nursing homes and adult living facilities, but the Governor says we’re a
model for the rest of the nation.


— The latest on Florida Man, who didn’t know his racist remarks were
being aired live on Facebook.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“NBA offers clarity on tiebreakers with uneven schedule” via Tim
Reynolds of The Associated Press — The NBA has told teams that
playoff seeding will be based on winning percentage and that any
tiebreakers necessary after that will follow the usual procedures. It was
an issue that needed clarity because the 22 teams that will be going to
the Disney complex near Orlando, for the planned resumption of the
season next month will not have played the same number of games.
The NBA has not yet revealed how team schedules will be adjusted
once play resumes without Atlanta, Charlotte, Chicago, Cleveland,
Detroit, Golden State, Minnesota and New York taking part in the
remainder of the 2019-20 season.


The NBA has told teams that playoff seeding will be based on winning percentage
and that any tiebreakers necessary after that will follow the usual procedures.


Image via AP.


Aloe


  


Happy birthday to two very intelligent, decent men, Chris Hand (who
pens the occasional op-ed for #FlaPol) and Brad Miller, the executive
director of PSTA. Belated best wishes to our friend, former Rep. Jason
Brodeur as well as Cameron Ulrich.


Happy birthday
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 7.7.20 — Burnin’ today: Trump, DeSantis,


Simpson, Mayfield, Payne, Brandes, Corcoran
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 4:00:56 AM


If you channel surf, travel out of state or peruse headlines, chances are
you’ve heard some wildly inaccurate — ignorant, even — views on
Florida.


This mythical version of the Sunshine State is an amalgamation of
Florida Man stories, memories of the 2000 recount and, of course,
theme parks.


The outsider view on Florida Republicans is just as fallacious.


People and the national media tend to think of Florida Republicanism
as an adjunct of Trumpism. Indeed, Donald Trump is popular here. In
what other state was a hundreds-strong flotilla organized to celebrate
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the President’s birthday?


As the coronavirus pandemic puts the spotlight on Florida's
government, GOP politicians are being lambasted for their handling of
the crisis. Admittedly, Gov. Ron DeSantis deserves a little heat — and
I’ve criticized him when he’s crossed the line.


Not all Florida Republicans toe the Donald Trump line.


But Florida’s take on Republicanism is not synonymous with Trumpism.
Not in the slightest.


Take Sen. Wilton Simpson, for example, he’s just months away from
becoming Senate President. His power is nearing its peak and he could
push just about any bill through the Legislature with brute force.


But he didn’t use it to pass a Trumpian priority. Instead, he expended
his political capital on a bill reforming the Department of Children and
Families — something members of both parties could get behind and a
policy that will make a direct positive impact on Floridians’ lives.


For his environmental priorities, the Governor didn’t have to look far to
find an advocate. Sen. Debbie Mayfield and Rep. Bobby Payne
delivered the ambitious and comprehensive Clean Waterways Act to
his desk, with unanimous support from both chambers.


Sen. Jeff Brandes, meanwhile, has been one of the most outspoken
advocates — from either party — on criminal justice reform. He’s
sponsored legislation to reduce prison sentences for some young
adult offenders; early release for certain ill or elderly inmates; and
allow more diversion from state prison altogether.


Current Senate President Bill Galvano was a proponent of Medicaid
Home and Community Based Waiver, which will help the state better
manage the costs of caring for disabled Floridians without making cuts
to their health care.
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Why? He summed it up best when the bill was signed: “In my view, one
of the core functions and responsibilities of government is to ensure
that our laws protect the most vulnerable among us.”


These lawmakers are not aberrations, they’re simply a continuation in a
long line of Florida Republicans who have put the needs of their
constituents first. Think Will Weatherford’s quest to end poverty, or
Andy Gardiner’s scholarship program for special needs students, or
Jeb Bush’s work to expand school choice.


Care for others is seemingly a prerequisite for climbing the ranks of the
Republican Party of Florida.


If we could bottle up the formula for the Florida Republicanism and
make others drink it, the world would be a better place.


  


Tweet, tweet:


—@JoeBiden: With COVID-19 surging across the nation, Donald Trump
should be doing everything in his power to increase access to testing. Instead,
he's doing the opposite. It's despicable.


Situational awareness
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—@FakeThemePark: Despite increased cases in our state, we are not
concerned about COVID-19! Also, despite increased snake eggs in the park,
we are not concerned about snakes! And despite increased tornado warnings,
we are not concerned about tornadoes!


—@OConnellPostbiz: I think it’s OK to both a) applaud PPP for moving
quickly rather than dithering over who got what and b) point out people who
are clearly taking unfair advantage of it


—@Fineout: As this as unfolded we have seen the elastic nature of
emergency power wielded by @GovRonDeSantis  — It's OK to sidestep
constitution on spending $ & ordering schools to open. It's not OK to change
laws reelections & unemployment ...


—@ShevrinJones: Unfortunately, the @ HealthyFla  rep called me and
attempted to do contact tracing for my COVID-19, but she: 1) Was
unprofessional, 2) Her phone disconnected and I have not heard from them
since last Thursday. If this is our tracking system, throw all of it in the 


—@SenMannyDiaz: Forcing these small businesses to shut down again after
they have followed all of the guidelines put forth by the county is not only
unfair but will cause irrevocable harm to these families, where is the data
showing that restaurants operating at 50% caused this?


—@TraceyRyniec: Big impacts of Miami's decision to close indoor dining
on the economy. No way for tourism to come back. Biggest business. And the
extra $600 a week in unemployment ends in just 19 days.


—@ChrisLHayes: I'm curious if other people have had something in them
break the last few weeks, where you realize "normal," or even a rough
approximation of it is gone for a good long while. We've always known that at
some level but I feel it intensely and viscerally right now.


  


Major League Soccer resumes — 1; Disney World Magic Kingdom &
Animal Kingdom to reopen — 4; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood
Studios to reopen — 8; Federal taxes due — 8; MLB starts — 16;
WNBA starts — 17; PLL starts — 18; TED conference rescheduled —
19; Florida Bar exams begin in Tampa — 21; NBA season restart in
Orlando — 24; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet” premieres (rescheduled)
— 24; NHL resumes — 25; Florida primaries for 2020 state
legislative/congressional races — 42; Democratic National Convention
in Milwaukee begins — 43; "Mulan” premieres (rescheduled) — 45;
Indy 500 rescheduled — 47; Republican National Convention begins in
Charlotte — 48; NBA draft lottery — 49; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March
— 52; U.S. Open begins — 55; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 59;


Days until







Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 60; Rescheduled date
for French Open — 75; First presidential debate in Indiana — 84;
"Wonder Woman" premieres — 87; Preakness Stakes rescheduled —
88; First vice presidential debate at the University of Utah — 92; NBA
season ends (last possible date) — 98; Second presidential debate
scheduled at Miami — 100; NBA draft — 101; Wes Anderson’s “The
French Dispatch” premieres — 101; NBA free agency — 104; Third
presidential debate at Belmont — 107; 2020 General Election — 119;
“Black Widow” premieres — 124; NBA 2020-21 training camp — 128;
Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 134; “No Time to Die” premieres
— 136; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 147; “Top Gun: Maverick”
premieres — 169; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 215; New start date for
2021 Olympics — 381; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 389; “Spider-Man
Far From Home” sequel premieres — 486; “Thor: Love and Thunder”
premieres — 584; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness”
premieres — 626; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 668; “Spider-Man:
Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 822.


  


Shot — “Ron DeSantis, on the coronavirus: ‘I think we’ve
stabilized at where we’re at'” via Kirby Wilson of the Tampa Bay
Times — DeSantis said the growing coronavirus case numbers in
Florida are not necessarily a reflection of the outbreak, which he said
has “stabilized.” … “I want us to be in May. I want us to be in early
June,” DeSantis said, referring to the state’s low rate of positive test
results from earlier in the pandemic. “We want to get back to that for
sure. I think we’ve stabilized at where we’re at.” The state reported
more than 6,300 new positive cases Monday out of about 44,600 total
tests, for a positive test rate of about 14%. That’s where the positive
rate has remained for about a week as Florida’s new reported case
numbers continue to climb.


Chaser — “Florida 'heading a million miles an hour in the wrong
direction'” via Brooke Seipel of The Hill — An infectious disease
specialist is warning that Florida is "heading a million miles an hour in
the wrong direction" in its handling of the coronavirus pandemic. "Right
now, we are heading a million miles an hour in the wrong direction,"
Aileen Marty, an expert who helped write Miami-Dade's reopening
rules. She added, however, that people are not following the rules,
which is playing a role in the rising number of COVID-19 cases in the
area. The state has seen back-to-back record-breaking days of
coronavirus cases, and DeSantis has said the state will not reverse
course on its reopening. The climbing cases have prompted fears of
further outbreaks over the July Fourth weekend. In response to those
concerns, Miami-Dade County in announced it was imposing a curfew
this weekend.


Corona Florida
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“DeSantis says Floridians should not be quarantined” via A.G.
Gancarski of Florida Politics — DeSantis continues to face questions
about other regions quarantining travelers from Florida and other virus
hotspots over COVID-19 concerns. The latest 14-day quarantine will be
imposed by Chicago. DeSantis’ take is that while they have the right to
restrict arrivals from Florida, he personally would not do that himself,
and that Florida has “stabilized” at its current rates of infection. “They
can do what they want. I would not do that if I were them,” the Governor
told reporters in The Villages.


Ron DeSantis is now saying travelers should not be quarantined.


“DeSantis says Disney, Universal are ‘doing a great job’ with
coronavirus precautions” via Tiffini Theisen and Gray Rohrer of the
Orlando Sentinel — DeSantis praised the precautions being taken by
Orlando’s theme parks amid the coronavirus pandemic during a news
briefing in The Villages, despite the surge in cases in Central Florida
and throughout the state. Walt Disney World’s theme parks are set to
reopen on July 11 with Magic Kingdom and Disney’s Animal Kingdom,
followed by the July 15 reopening of Epcot and Disney’s Hollywood
Studios. The Disney Springs shopping and dining complex has been
reopening gradually since May 20. DeSantis, in response to a reporter’s
question, said he doesn’t consider theme park reopenings to be a
problem because Universal Orlando “is doing a great job” with safety
restrictions and Disney’s plans also are sound.


“DeSantis calls for statewide COVID-19 antibody study” via Renzo
Downey of Florida Politics — DeSantis says he wants the state to
expand its COVID-19 antibody testing capabilities and to commission a
study on how widespread undocumented infections are. Antibody
testing, which indicates whether someone already fought off the virus,
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are available on-demand for medical professionals and first responders
at several drive-thru facilities. But with a limited number of serological
tests, members of the general public have only been tested through
scientific studies. The CDC conducted one study in South Florida and
the University of Miami conducted a test in Miami-Dade County, both
suggesting the virus was an order of magnitude more prevalent than
diagnostic testing alone indicates.


Assignment editors — Reps. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Lois
Frankel, Darren Soto and Donna Shalala among others will hold an
online meeting to discuss their concerns with DeSantis’ response in the
spread of COVID-19, 11 a.m., zoom.us. RSVP with
Michael.Liquerman@mail.house.gov.


“As Florida sets records for COVID-19 cases, health authorities
often fail to do contact tracing” via Elizabeth Cohen of CNN Health
— Despite claims that Florida traces every case of COVID-19, an
investigation found that health authorities in Florida, now the nation's
No. 1 hotspot for the virus, often fail to do contact tracing, long
considered a key tool in containing an outbreak. Florida's contact
tracing challenges are indicative of how hard it is for states hard hit by
COVID-19 to do proper contact tracing, which is a challenge even
under the best of circumstances. The virus is so far along in states like
Florida that it's a seemingly herculean task to track down every infected
person and follow up with all their close contacts.


“As the virus surged, Florida partied. Tracking the revelers has
been tough.” via Patricia Mazzei of The New York Times — Just how
many parties have been linked to COVID-19 is unclear because Florida
does not make public information about confirmed disease clusters. But
the quest to end parties and other social gatherings has gained new
urgency because of the exploding coronavirus in Florida, which
reported more than 10,000 new cases on Sunday. The state’s contact
tracers, already overwhelmed by the surging number of new cases,
have found it especially difficult to track how the virus jumped from one
party guest to the next because some infected people refused to
divulge whom they went out with or had over to their house.


“Florida schools ordered to reopen in August” via Ana Ceballos of
the News Service of Florida — Education Commissioner Richard
Corcoran ordered public schools to reopen in August and offer “the full
panoply of services” to students and families. As COVID-19 outbreaks
spike in Florida, Corcoran's mandate said that extending school
closures can impede students’ educational success and prevent
parents and guardians from returning to work. “There is a need to open
schools fully to ensure the quality and continuity of the educational
process, the comprehensive well-being of students and families, and a
return to Florida hitting its full economic stride,” the order states. Under
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the emergency order, all public schools will be required to reopen in
August for at least five days a week and to provide the full array of
services required by law, including in-person instruction and services
for students with special needs.


Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran’s emergency order says schools must
reopen by August, with accommodations for distance learning.


“Plastic barriers and ‘mask breaks’ — Florida school districts get
creative with plans to reopen schools” via Danielle J. Brown of
Florida Phoenix — When Jacksonville schools reopen in the fall,
students will see their friends again for the first time in months, through
the glossy sheen of a plastic divider sitting on their desks. The Duval
County School District recently approved the use of these barriers
between seats in computer labs and at desks where social distancing is
not practical. Duval County’s plan also will reduce the number of in-
person class days for older students, using distance learning platforms
the rest of the time. Seventh and eighth grade students will attend
classes three days a week. High school students will have two days of
in-classroom instruction. Meanwhile, the number of cases of COVID-19
continues to rise across Florida, with positive tests for the new
coronavirus surpassing 200,000 over the weekend.


“Florida schools get funding assurances amid reopening
uncertainties” via Jeffrey S. Solocheck of the Tampa Bay Times — On
the same day that Trump tweeted, “SCHOOLS MUST OPEN IN THE
FALL!!!,” Florida education department officials made clear that parents
must have that option available to them if health conditions allow. But
that choice won’t be best for every family, chancellor Jacob Oliva said,
noting that only about one-third of parents responding to a survey
indicated a strong desire to return to in-person classes five days a
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week. Many want other models of education available, such as live
online lessons. Education Commissioner Corcoran issued an
emergency order aimed at ensuring that districts and charter schools
get funding for those approaches that aren’t generally contemplated in
law.


“Prisons see hundreds of additional coronavirus cases” via News
Service of Florida — Florida’s prison system recorded 443 new
coronavirus cases and an inmate death over the holiday weekend,
according to figures released Monday by the state Department of
Corrections. An additional 354 inmates and 89 correctional workers
have been diagnosed with COVID-19, the respiratory disease caused
by the coronavirus. In total, the state has logged 2,443 inmate cases
and 622 employee cases, officials confirmed Monday. Twenty-five
inmates have died of complications related to COVID-19, including one
inmate who died over the weekend.


“The dying man was sent back to his cell. A look at how COVID-19
kills Florida prisoners” via Samantha J. Gross of the Miami Herald —
On April 5, when Florida’s positive coronavirus cases were one-
sixteenth the number they are today, Jeffrey Sand went to the infirmary
at Blackwater River Correctional Facility, a privately managed state
prison near Pensacola. He complained of shortness of breath and of a
cough and diarrhea. Four days later, he was put back in his cell. He
died there that same day, found sprawled on the floor of his cell, next to
the door. No one in the public knew that he was sent back to his cell by
the infirmary while apparently on the verge of death. Sand was one of
2,443 inmates who tested positive for COVID-19 and one of 25 who
died. Department of Corrections officials divulge precious little
information about the circumstances under which inmates die, making it
nearly impossible to determine whether inmates received adequate
care.
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“3 new free COVID-19 test sites open Wednesday in Jacksonville”
via Emily Bloch of The Florida Times-Union — As the number of
COVID-19 cases in Duval County continues to climb, options to get
tested for the coronavirus are expanding as well. Monday the Florida
Division of Emergency Management announced three new federal
testing sites would open in Jacksonville. The new sites, located in the
Northside, Westside and Arlington, are all drive-thru options and are
available for ages 5-and-up. No symptoms are required to get tested.
They are each appointment-only, while existing options run by the city,
like Lot J drive-thru testing and Legends Center walk-up testing, do not
require an appointment.


“Miami-Dade restaurants, gyms closing again under new order
targeting COVID surge” via Douglas Hanks, Samantha Gross and
Carlos Frías of the Miami Herald — Miami-Dade County restaurants
must close dining rooms and gyms must shut down again this week
under a planned emergency order by Mayor Carlos Giménez as he


Corona local
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continues to retreat from a May reopening plan that has proved unable
to prevent a surge in new coronavirus cases. “We want to ensure that
our hospitals continue to have the staffing necessary to save lives,”
Gimenez said in a statement. The restaurant closure order will allow
takeout and delivery to continue, Gimenez said. Last week, Gimenez
ordered the closures of casinos, movie theaters, and strip clubs while
mandating masks in most public spaces.


“‘I feel beaten down.’ Miami-Dade restaurants face second
coronavirus shut down” via Carlos Frias of the Miami Herald — Just
as Michael Beltran was planning to reopen one of his restaurants, the
county ordered it again to close. At the exact time chef Beltran’s public
relations firm sent out a news release announcing the rebranding of his
Coconut Grove restaurant The Taurus, the County Mayor’s office sent
out an email announcing Giménez’s decision to close dining rooms
again at all restaurants starting Wednesday. “I’m a fiery, feisty fighter,
but right now I feel beaten down,” Beltran said. “I feel like my soul has
been sucked out of my body.” The County Mayor intends to sign an
emergency order to again close restaurant dining rooms, as well as
gyms, ballrooms and short-term vacation rentals.


Just as Miami-Dade restaurants were starting to reopen, they have to close again.
Image via WUSF.


“‘The needle he has to thread is very tricky.’ COVID-19 puts Miami-
Dade mayor in a bind” via Alex Daugherty and David Smiley of the
Miami Herald — Giménez wanted to campaign on opposing socialism
and his nine years as Miami-Dade County Mayor. But a force larger
than politics, the coronavirus pandemic, is defining his race for
Congress against Democratic Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell and
complicating his path to victory. As the strong mayor of the hardest-hit
county in Florida, Gimenez is responsible for protecting the public
health of millions of residents and balancing the multibillion-dollar local
economy. And yet, as a Republican running in a left-leaning
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congressional district, he also has to consider the president’s hard-core
voters, some of whom shun masks and resist government lockdowns


“Miami Beach man charged after pushing 86-year-old man off
elevator to practice social distancing” via Alex de Armas and Jessica
Holly of News 7 Miami — Nachum Gross, has been charged after
allegedly injuring a man in his 80s at the Portofino Towers. In recently
released video footage, Gross appears to have pushed the man out of
an elevator in an attempt to practice social distancing. At one point, the
elevator door opens and Gross is seen holding up two fingers, hinting at
the two-person limit, but the man, Gerald Steiglitz, tries to enter
anyway. Gross was accused of pushing the man backward with his
forearm, with a level of force that injured the man. “There was no
unlawful touching,” Michael Grieco, Gross’ attorney, said. “He was
completely within his rights to defend himself and defend his wife.”


  


“On lighter testing, Central Florida logs 802 new COVID-19 cases”
via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — With the usual Sunday drop-off in
test results being returned, Central Florida logged 802 new COVID-19
cases in new data reported Monday morning by the Florida Department
of Health, a significantly lower total than previous days. The latest
report shows that since Sunday morning’s information release, Orange
County recorded just 375 new cases, a steep drop from the county’s
worst day ever, which was revealed in Saturday’s report that showed
1,184 new cases, and from Sunday’s report of 770 new cases.
Statewide, after a Fourth of July weekend that saw more than 10,000
COVID-19 cases each day, state health officials reported 6,366 new
cases.


Lighter testing in Central Florida means a drop off in reported cases of COVID-19.


More local
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“Hillsborough changes its face-mask rule” via C.T. Bowen and
Charlie Frago of the Tampa Bay Times — Hillsborough County
emergency leaders agreed Monday to rewrite its two-week-old face
mask requirement to ease concerns from business owners. But the
changed order now includes a substantial loophole: It excludes people
who hold concealed weapons permits. The changes also remove
criminal sanctions, which drew objections from the business
community, and instead says civil citations could be issued to business
owners who don’t make a reasonable effort to enforce the rules. The
order defines reasonable effort as businesses that place signs at
entrances, make public address announcements and ask customers to
comply. The rule asks people to cover their faces inside buildings if they
are unable to maintain social distancing. Individuals who fail to comply
with the businesses’ request could be subject to a civil citation with a
fine of up to $150.


“Lakeland Regional Health using overflow ICU beds as COVID-19
hospitalizations climb” via Staci DaSilva of WFLA — With COVID-19
hospitalizations on the rise, Polk County’s largest hospital is accessing
additional intensive care unit beds it has available to treat patients.
“Right now, we’re in a good spot. We feel comfortable with our bed
capacity at the moment,” said Caroline Gay, Senior Vice President at
Lakeland Regional Health. Gay said community spread has caused
COVID-19 hospitalizations to rise at Lakeland Regional Health. The
Agency for Health Care Administration, which is tracking intensive care
unit capacity in the state, shows Polk County with less than 10% adult
ICU availability. It shows Lakeland Regional Health at 0% availability.
Hospital officials say the numbers don’t account for the 50 additional
ICU beds the hospital has available.


“COVID-19 outbreak at Kathleen High School” via Kimberly C. Moore
of The Lakeland Ledger — Kathleen Senior High School is now also
home to a reported COVID-19 outbreak, with at least eight staff and
family members infected with the virus at the school’s graduation
ceremony on June 9, according to several people with knowledge of the
situation. “I’m more concerned with keeping the students and staff
safe,” said one man, who confirmed he tested positive in the weeks
following the graduation event. He said at least seven other people that
he knows of have COVID-19. “It seems crazy that we’re still full speed
ahead with full-time reopening, four weeks away.” School district
spokeswoman Rachel Pleasant would not confirm the outbreak.


“Tallahassee may face coronavirus-caused city budget deficit for
2021” via Karl Etters of the Tallahassee Democrat — As they develop
next year’s budget, Tallahassee city officials must defuse a time bomb,
an estimated $23.4 million in lost revenue this year and a possible $7
million general fund deficit for 2021 caused by the coronavirus. City
staff is recommending keeping the property tax rate at $4.1000 for
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every $1,000 in the upcoming fiscal year. Commissioners will discuss
the proposed budget at a workshop 10 a.m. The pandemic brought
revenue drops in numerous areas, including sales and gas taxes,
utilities, parking, recreation and other services, public transit and flights,
where the floor fell out in a 95% drop.


“Florida teen dies after conspiracy theorist mom takes her to
church ‘COVID party’ and tries to treat her with Donald Trump-
approved drug: report” via Travis Gettys of RawStory — Carsyn
Davis died June 23, two days after her 17th birthday, after she
contracted the coronavirus. The Florida Department of Law
Enforcement investigated the teen’s last two weeks in the medical
examiner’s report, which Jones said shows her mother, Carole
Brunton Davis, had taken her on June 10 to a church-sponsored event
to intentionally expose her immunocompromised daughter, who had
survived cancer at 2, to the potentially deadly coronavirus. More than
100 mask-free children attended the event, and Davis allegedly gave
her daughter azithromycin, an anti-bacterial drug with no known
benefits for fighting COVID-19, after she developed headaches, sinus
pressure and a cough.


Carsyn Davis of Fort Myers was a student at Cypress Lake High School. She died
due to complications from COVID-19.
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“'We need to live with it': White House readies new message for
the nation on coronavirus” via Carol E. Lee, Kristen Welker and
Monica Alba of NBC News — After several months of mixed messages
on the coronavirus pandemic, the White House is settling on a new one:
Learn to live with it. Administration officials are planning to intensify
what they hope is a sharper, and less conflicting, message of the
pandemic next week, according to senior administration officials, after
struggling to offer clear directives amid a crippling surge in cases
across the country. At the crux of the message, officials said, is a
recognition by the White House that the virus is not going away any
time soon and will be around through the November election.


“Anthony Fauci says vaccines likely to offer only ‘finite’
protection” via Riley Griffin of Bloomberg — Any vaccine developed to
ward off the novel coronavirus would likely be limited in how long it
would shield against infection, top U.S. infectious disease expert Fauci
said. “You can assume that we’ll get protection at least to take us
through this cycle,” Fauci said. “We’re still knee-deep in the first wave”
of the pandemic, Fauci said. Health officials are assuming a shot would
offer a degree of protection, though it’s likely “going to be finite.” A shot
to protect against COVID-19 won’t work like the measles vaccine, which
lasts throughout a person’s lifetime, Fauci said. “We may need a boost
to continue the protection, but right now we don’t know how long it
lasts.”


Corona nation
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Anthony Fauci says a COVID-19 vaccine will not be a panacea.


“As COVID-19 cases soar, new study links infection spikes to in-
person restaurant dining” via Matthew Moyer of Creative Loafing — A
study conducted by J.P. Morgan, where in-house analysts cross-
referenced the spending of 30 million Chase credit card users with
Johns Hopkins University data on coronavirus cases around the country
and saw an apparent connection between an uptick in spending in
restaurants and rising COVID-19 cases. "Looking across categories of
card spending, we find that the level of spending in restaurants three
weeks ago was the strongest predictor of the rise in new virus cases
over the subsequent three weeks," wrote JP Morgan analyst Jesse
Edgerton. The authors of the study were quick to point out that there
were myriad factors contributing to the exponential rise of coronavirus
cases all over the country the last three weeks.


  


“Small business aid went beyond hard-hit companies, data show”
via Christopher Rugaber and Joyce M. Rosenberg of The Associated
Press — The government identified roughly 650,000 mostly small
businesses and nonprofits that received taxpayer money through a
federal program that was designed to soften job losses from the
coronavirus but also benefited wealthy, well-connected companies and
some celebrity-owned firms. The Treasury Department’s Payroll
Protection Program approved applicants from a broad swath of
industries. Some that were less directly impacted by the pandemic,
such as manufacturing and construction, received a greater proportion
of the loans than the hard-hit restaurant and hotel industries. Many law
firms and private equity companies also obtained loans.


Corona economics



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkldlul-edrdjlhjd-td/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkldlul-edrdjlhjd-th/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkldlul-edrdjlhjd-th/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkldlul-edrdjlhjd-tk/





Treasury Department Secretary Steven Mnuchin's Payroll Protection Program
went to a wide swath of industries.


“Auto dealers, restaurants with ties to lawmakers were among the
firms that got PPP loans: Treasury report” via Ledyard King and
Nicholas Wu of USA TODAY — Businesses owned by several
members of Congress or their families received federal PPP loans
designed to help small firms weather the economic fallout of the
coronavirus, according to information the Trump administration
released Monday. The list of lawmaker-connected businesses includes
car dealerships, casinos, construction companies and restaurants. All
were deemed eligible by the Small Business Administration for the PPP
loans. Before the release of the data, three members of Congress said
they or their spouses had received PPP loans: Rep. Roger Williams of
Texas; Rep. Vicky Hartzler of Missouri; and Rep. Susie Lee of
Nevada. Rep. Mucarsel-Powell has a husband who is a vice president
of Fiesta Restaurant Group, which received two loans totaling $15
million. Both the loans have been returned.


“Kanye West? The Girl Scouts? Hedge funds? All got PPP loans”
via Christopher Rugaber of The Associated Press — The government’s
small business lending program has benefited millions of companies,
with the goal of minimizing the number of layoffs Americans have
suffered in the face of the coronavirus pandemic. Yet the recipients
include many you probably wouldn’t have expected. Kanye West’s
clothing line. The sculptor Jeff Koons. Law firms and high-dollar hedge
funds. The Girl Scouts. Political groups on both the left and right.
Economists generally credit the program with preventing the job market
meltdown this spring from becoming even worse.


“Florida Democratic Party among those receiving paycheck
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protection program money” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics —
According to the PPP database, the Florida Democratic Party Building
Fund received somewhere between $350,000 and $1 million to protect
100 jobs. The Florida Chamber of Commerce Foundation received
between $150,000-$350,000. The Florida Association of Community
Health Centers in Tallahassee received between $150,000 and
$350,000 to save 13 jobs; the Florida High School Athletic Association
in Gainesville received between $350,000 and $1 million to save 25
jobs; the Florida Immigrant Coalition of Miami received between
$350,000 and $1 million to save 121 jobs; two chapters of the
International Longshoremen’s Association.


—“Florida politicians and Democratic Party got loans through
PPP” via Matt Dixon and Gary Fineout of POLITICO Florida


“Here are the Tampa Bay companies that applied for PPP loans of
$5M or more” via Luke Torrance of the Tampa Bay Business Journal
— Close to 40 companies in the Tampa Bay region applied for
Paycheck Protection Program loans between $5 million to $10 million.
In total, 39 Tampa Bay companies applied for loans between $5 and
$10 million. Notable names in the top tier include Agile Thought, Bisk
Education, Times Publishing Co., McNichols Co., Bisk Education,
Morgan & Morgan Tampa, Physicians Partners of America LLC and
Florida Medical Clinic. Of those 39 companies, 18 are based in Tampa;
four are in St. Petersburg, and three are located in Clearwater and
Lakeland each.


“Sarasota and Manatee businesses got hundreds of millions in
coronavirus aid” via Zac Anderson of The Sarasota Herald-Tribune —
More than 1,700 businesses and nonprofits in Sarasota and Manatee
counties collected federal assistance totaling in the hundreds of millions
through a program aimed at keeping workers employed during the
coronavirus crisis. The SBA database of nearly 700,000 loans of
$150,000 or more includes some of the region’s most prominent
nonprofits and businesses, including one owned by U.S. Rep. Vern
Buchanan, another where his Democratic opponent Margaret Good
works and the accounting firm of Sarasota County School Board
member Eric Robinson and state Sen. Joe Gruters, who chairs the
Florida GOP.


“From Braman to Flanigan’s, here are the Miami-Dade and Broward
companies that got PPP loans” via Bob Wile of the Miami Herald —
Sixty Miami-Dade and Broward firms were named in the highest range,
$5-$10 million or more. This group includes Braman Motors, Coastal
Construction Group, Flanigan’s Enterprises, Hotwire Communications,
Koning Restaurants International, Lexus of Pembroke Pines,
accounting firm Morrison Brown Argiz Farra, Silver Airways, Spanish
Broadcasting System Inc., Turnberry Hotels Management Group,



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkldlul-edrdjlhjd-iy/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkldlul-edrdjlhjd-ij/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkldlul-edrdjlhjd-ij/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkldlul-edrdjlhjd-it/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkldlul-edrdjlhjd-it/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkldlul-edrdjlhjd-ii/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkldlul-edrdjlhjd-ii/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkldlul-edrdjlhjd-id/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkldlul-edrdjlhjd-id/





United Stevedoring of America, Versailles owner Valls Group Holdings,
Warren Henry Auto Group and the YMCA of South Florida. Also, on the
list were law firms Becker & Poliakoff, Cole Scott & Kissane, Kubicki
Draper, Stearns Weaver Miller and Wicker Smith.


Tweet, tweet — @PatFizgerald23: The Ayn Rand Institute received a
PPP loan of between $350K and $1 million


“Some Florida businesses go public over coronavirus cases, but
for others, it’s mum’s the word” via Austin Fuller of the Orlando
Sentinel — When an employee at New Smyrna Beach’s Third Wave
Cafe & Wine Bar tested positive for coronavirus, the business not only
temporarily shut its doors but took to social media to report the news to
its customers. The restaurant then disclosed the last day the person
was at work and that the staffer had worked morning and evening shifts
in the week leading up to that date. The cafe has since opened back up
with more safety measures in place. But not every business has been
as forthcoming when an employee tests positive for the highly
contagious virus. Some will reveal cases if asked, but others stay silent.
And there is no state requirement that they make it public.


“A double whammy for Florida’s unemployed: Limited jobs and
dwindling help” via David Lyons of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
Among the millions of unemployed, many face a similar future: nothing
more to lose. Their job prospects remain bleak, and their lifeline of
government assistance may be coming to an end. Many are
desperately redefining their working selves to survive until COVID-19 is
either eradicated or brought under control. For many, Florida’s short-
term 12-week run of $275 payments may be close to ending if it hasn’t
already. Without government aid or a job to help pay household
expenses, evictions may not be far behind as tenants and homeowners
run out of money to pay rent or monthly mortgage obligations.


“Sleeping outside in a pandemic: Vulnerable renters face
evictions” via Caitlin Dickerson of The New York Times — When the
nation’s economy ground to a halt this spring, economists warned that
an avalanche of evictions was looming. The federal government and
many states rushed to ban them temporarily. They placed moratoriums
on mortgage foreclosures to relieve financial pressure on landlords.
Immigrant and renter advocates in cities across the country say they
are being inundated with complaints about landlords pressuring tenants
to pay rent money. They say landlords use harassment, illegal fees for
late-payments and repairs or simply change the locks as a way to force
out vulnerable renters.


“The big factor holding back the U.S. economic recovery: Child
care” via Heather Long of The Washington Post — The child care
crunch triggered by the pandemic has rapidly become a crisis for many
workers and companies that is hindering the economic recovery,
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disproportionately harming women and threatening to leave deep scars
for years to come. A consensus is emerging among top economists and
business leaders that getting kids back into day cares and schools is
critical to getting the economy back to normal. Yet many school
systems are discussing only a partial reopening in the fall or remaining
virtual, and up to half the country’s child care centers may shut
permanently because they can’t survive financially, industry leaders
warn, leaving families with even fewer options.


“The impending retail apocalypse” via Jennifer A. Kingson of Axios —
Because of the coronavirus and people's buying habits moving online,
retail stores are closing everywhere, often for good. Malls are going
belly up, too. Familiar names like J.C. Penney, Neiman Marcus and J.
Crew have filed for bankruptcy. Increasingly, Americans' shopping
choices will boil down to a handful of internet Everything Stores and
survival-of-the-fittest national chains. A research report from UBS
predicts that 100,000 brick-and-mortar U.S. retail stores will close by
2025, in a trend that started before the pandemic and has accelerated
amid coronavirus-related shutdowns.


The retail apocalypse will be swift — and brutal.


“Bank of America temporarily closes 50 Central Florida branches
amid coronavirus pandemic” via Austin Fuller of the Orlando Sentinel
— Bank of America has temporarily closed about 50 Central Florida
branches as part of a shuttering of locations in cities across the nation
amid the coronavirus pandemic. The bank plans to reopen the
branches “as soon as possible,” but there is not a set date for that,
spokesman Matthew Daily said Monday. Each will come back online
on a case-by-case basis, he added. Daily pointed to staffing issues as a
reason for the move, saying employees might not necessarily be sick
but could be taking care of an ailing parent or child. Daily could not
comment when asked if any employees had tested positive for the
virus.
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“Scientists urge WHO to address airborne spread of coronavirus”
via James McAuley and Emily Rauhala of The Washington Post —
More than 200 scientists from over 30 countries are urging the World
Health Organization to take more seriously the possibility of the
airborne spread of the novel coronavirus as case numbers rise around
the world and surge in the United States. Until recently, most public
health guidelines have focused on social distancing measures, regular
hand-washing and precautions to avoid droplets. But the signatories to
the paper say the potential of the virus to spread via airborne
transmission has not been fully appreciated even by public health
institutions such as the WHO.


Scientists are urging the WHO to reevaluate rules on coronavirus.


“Spain's coronavirus antibodies study adds evidence against herd
immunity” via Al Goodman of CNN Health — Spain's large-scale study
on the coronavirus indicates just 5% of its population has developed
antibodies, strengthening evidence that so-called herd immunity to
COVID-19 is "unachievable," The findings show that 95% of Spain's
population remains susceptible to the virus. Herd immunity is achieved
when enough of a population has become infected with a virus or
bacteria or vaccinated against it, to stop its circulation. There have been
similar studies in China and the United States and "the key finding from
these representative cohorts is that most of the population appears to
have remained unexposed" to COVID-19.


“Israel tightens restrictions and is ‘a step away from a full
lockdown.’” via The New York Times — With the virus roaring back
and positive test results reaching new heights, the Israeli government
ratcheted up its restrictions, closing bars, gyms and public swimming


More corona
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pools, curtailing gatherings in restaurants, synagogues and buses and
canceling summer camps for all but the youngest children. Israel had
fared relatively well in the early days of the pandemic after closing its
borders. But lax compliance and erratic action by a government rushing
to revive the battered economy sent numbers spiking last week. The
number of daily positive tests reached 781 on June 30, a new high, and
1,138 on Thursday. No more than 20 people will be allowed on public
buses and in indoor restaurants. Outdoor restaurants may seat up to
30. Some of the measures require Parliament’s approval, but others
can be imposed by fiat.


“How the billionaire behind the movie ‘Contagion’ is working to
stop this pandemic — and the next one” via Kerry A. Dolan of Forbes
— Jeff Skoll has been funding pandemic preparedness for more than a
decade, even longer than Bill Gates. In recent months, he’s increased
his philanthropic giving to help combat COVID-19. While his
impassioned filmmaking pretty much ground to a halt temporarily with
California’s shelter-in-place orders, his 2011 movie Contagion has
become the must watch-at-home hit of the pandemic, it’s the number
one selling title to date this year, according to Warner Brothers. Since
the start of this year, Skoll has contributed an additional $200 million to
his charitable foundation, $100 million of which was announced in late
April and will go toward fighting COVID-19.


“How Disney could be facing a lot more than a lost summer” via
Steven Zeitchik of The Wall Street Journal — The debut of “Hamilton”
on Disney Plus this weekend is bringing Disney a much-needed win, as
many existing and new subscribers are tuning in for the Broadway
musical about the roiling early days of the republic, then jumping on
social media to talk about it. With every passing day of coronavirus
uncertainty and social upheaval, Disney finds itself scrambling not only
for revenue but also for relevance. A growing number of voices are
starting to ask whether a more fundamental change is brewing, a
change that will affect Disney beyond one bad quarter. They’re
wondering whether a company built heavily on a foundation of in-
person gatherings, and on the peddling of an inoffensive utopia that
largely exists outside racial identity, can be effective in a prolonged
period of isolation and fulmination.


“Royal Caribbean, Norwegian team up for coronavirus cruise
safety” via Richard Tribou of the Orlando Sentinel — Royal Caribbean
Group and Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings are teaming up to form a
best practices group with the hopes of the cruise industry getting back
to sailing in a world with COVID-19. The “Healthy Sail Panel” aims to
get cruise industry standards in line for a safe return to sailing despite
the threat of coronavirus. The panel has already been working for
nearly a month and will have initial recommendations by the end of
August. Any return to sailing will require cruise lines to submit plans to
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the CDC for approval.


“No doorman? No problem. COVID-19 changes NYC’s real estate
rules” via Britton O’Daly and Tom Maloney of Bloomberg — Doormen
have long been a treasured perk in New York City — apartment
building gatekeepers who greet guests, take deliveries and hail cabs.
But the pandemic is upending the rules of real estate in the city. As
residents avoid elevators and face-to-face lobby encounters to socially
distance, some potential homebuyers now see doormen as a liability.
Ground-floor apartments, meanwhile, typically shunned for their
proximity to the noise and chaos of the street, are suddenly having their
moment because they offer an escape from elevators and lobbies,
where germs can spread. Outdoor space is at an even higher premium
now, and people are increasingly searching for apartments with laundry
in the unit.


One of the casualties of COVID-19: the doorman. Image via the Los Angeles
Times.


“Someday, we’ll hit the dance floor again. And it will be glorious.”
via Sarah L. Kaufman of The Washington Post — Of all the once-
harmless human behaviors that are now potentially deadly, social
dancing is surely near the top of the list. It’s easily one of the most
dangerous activities we can do for the very reasons that it’s also one of
the most glorious. The coronavirus preys on our humanity, and dancing
brings that out in crazy plumes of joy. We don’t have to be dancing
cheek to cheek to be imperiled. There’s always going to be touching,
unless we’re talking perfect formations of line dancing.
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“Black Lives Matter may be the largest movement in U.S. history”
via Larry Buchanan, Quoctrung Bui and Jugal K. Patel of The New York
Times — Four recent polls suggest that about 15 million to 26 million
people in the United States have participated in demonstrations over
the death of George Floyd and others in recent weeks. These figures
would make the recent protests the largest movement in the country’s
history. While it’s possible that more people said they protested than
actually did, even if only half told the truth, the surveys suggest more
than seven million people participated in recent demonstrations. The
Women’s March of 2017 had a turnout of about three million to five
million people on a single day, but that was a highly organized event.


By the numbers: As many as 26 million people participated in demonstrations
over the death of George Floyd, making it one of the largest movements in U.S.


history. Image via AP.


Smoldering
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“Despite removals, Florida still in Top 10 with 62 Confederate
memorials” via Antonio Fins of The Palm Beach Post — A data
analysis by a research firm has listed Florida as third-fastest in the
removal of monuments to its Confederate past. But the state still ranks
tenth in the number of remaining memorials with 62. The findings come
as Florida’s most vocal resident, Trump, continues to fire up the rhetoric
in defense of monuments and landmarks honoring Confederate leaders
who betrayed the United States to fight a war to perpetuate slavery.
The tally by BeenVerified.com was based on 2019 data from the
Southern Poverty Law Center plus 2020 media coverage of efforts to
remove the statues and markers. BeenVerified’s count shows Florida
has removed 23% of its Confederate memorials, just behind Maryland’s
70% and California’s 50%.


“Jacksonville cop cleared in fatal shooting of 22-year-old FAMU
student” via Drew Dixon of Florida Politics — A Jacksonville Sheriff’s
police officer involved in a fatal shooting of a Florida A&M college
student in December was cleared of any wrongdoing by the 4th Judicial
Circuit State Attorney’s Office Monday. Jamee Johnson was fatally
shot by JSO Officer Josue Garriga Dec. 14 during a traffic stop. State
Attorney Melissa Nelson’s office ruled Garriga took appropriate steps
in the incident with Johnson. Nelson’s office also released 10 minutes
of body camera footage of the incident. Garriga’s JSO partner
Kristopher Graham had his body camera rolling as well and captured
images of Johnson peacefully putting his hands on the roof of his car
with Garriga approaching. But a struggle ensued and both men went
into the car which accelerated a short distance.


“‘Go look at my Purple Heart!’ Miami man who went on racist tirade
posed as Navy SEAL” via David Ovalle of the Miami Herald — During
a racist tirade caught on video, Joseph Fucheck waved a pistol around
while yelling at a Black homeowner in North Miami-Dade. “Damn right, I
carry a gun because I’m a 35-year former Navy SEAL!” he yelled. “Go
look at my Purple Heart!” Detectives found that supposed Purple Heart
when they raided Fucheck’s Miami apartment, along with Navy
certificates, dress uniforms and even portrait photos of Fucheck decked
out like an admiral in front of an American flag. None of it was real. A
real retired Navy SEAL, who tried confronting Fucheck, called the
man’s bogus dress uniform a “total and complete mess.” Even
Fucheck’s own daughter says he never served in the military.


“Lake Worth Beach could be making serious push for county to
rename Dixie Highway” via Jorge Milian of The Palm Beach Post —
The City Commission will consider a resolution “urging” the Palm Beach
County Commission to rename Dixie Highway from the south county
line in to in the north. The one exception would be Riviera Beach, which
changed the roadway’s name to President Barack Obama Highway in
2015. “The word “Dixie” is freighted with racist associations ranging
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from Southern slave owners and the Confederacy to the Ku Klux Klan
and white supremacy more broadly,” according to the agenda item
sponsored by Commissioner Omari Hardy. “Though it is of obscure
origin, the word has served as a term of endearment for the “South” by
the Confederacy and its supporters from at least 1861 to today.”


“Pensacola, and this paper, have histories of failing to deliver
moral justice. Time to do better.” via the Pensacola News Journal
editorial board — Last Sunday’s front-page story about the Confederate
monument on Palafox Street was a dose of tough, yet crucial medicine
for citizens’ grasp of the truth about a grotesque history of white
supremacy in Pensacola and the rotting specters of the old brutality that
continue to haunt our modern city. That story was a candid look at
some of the people in Pensacola’s past who were morally and legally
wrong. And yes, this newspaper was among them. To be clear, this
community, and this paper, share documented histories of failing to
deliver moral justice for all the people of Pensacola. In the clear-eyed
view of our own shortcomings and failures of the past, there is an
opportunity for us all to do better, and to become a better place than we
have been in the past.


“Protesters mourn the killing of a Black transgender woman in
Pompano Beach” via Bianca Padro Ocasio and Aaron Leibowitz of the
Miami Herald — Following the shooting death of a Black transgender
woman in South Florida on Friday, about 25 people gathered Sunday
afternoon in Pompano Beach to mourn her death. Bree Black, 27, was
found dead with a gunshot wound Friday night, according to Broward
Sheriff’s Office. No other information about the case has been released.
“We want some immediate answers to what’s going on and we want
this investigation to be done with full integrity,” said Tifanny Burks, an
organizer with Black Lives Matter Alliance Broward. Burks stood in front
of the group with a small makeshift altar on the ground behind her.
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Protesters in Pompano Beach are mourning the killing of a trans woman. Image
via NBC 6 South Florida.


“St. Petersburg protest leader Terron Gland tests positive for
COVID-19” via Josh Solomon of the Tampa Bay Times — Protest
leader Terron Gland, who has been leading marches through St.
Petersburg for more than five weeks, announced Monday morning that
he tested positive for COVID-19. Gland, 32, posted the news to a
Facebook group for protesters. He said he will stay home for 14 days.
The marches have been a daily occurrence in St. Petersburg since May
31, the first day that protests broke out locally over the death of George
Floyd. Gland said he began feeling sick on Sunday and went to an
emergency room, where he got tested immediately. In a text message,
he said he is in “good spirits and looking forward to a speedy recovery.”


“Training key element to WHPD use of force policy” via Kevin
Bouffard of The Lakeland Ledger — The Winter Haven Police
Department is looking at creating citizens’ review panels to examine
incidents of the use of deadly use in the city. Public Safety Director
Charlie Bird, who also serves as the police chief, said he typically
reviews the department’s use of force policy after a major public
controversy involving policing. While neck restraints are not specifically
prohibited in the 21-page policy, Bird insisted Winter Haven Police
officers are trained not to employ them. “When someone puts a knee on
someone’s neck, that’s not an approved tactic,” he said. “We have
never trained use of the knee or other restraint on the neck.” Bird
discussed his department’s use of force policy in light of the recent
controversies in that area. But he declined to discuss specifics of the
citizens’ review panels because it is still under consideration.


“FSU take steps to address racial issues” via the News Service of
Florida — Florida State University President John Thrasher said the
university is taking additional steps to address racism and racial
inequality on campus, including the creation of a task force that will
scrutinize racial issues. Thrasher said the university is forming the
Special Presidential Task Force on Anti-Racism and Racial Equality for
the upcoming academic year. The task force will focus on identifying
racial and ethnic disparities on campus and exploring the university's
historical connections to race. FSU will also create a new educational
program about the university’s history and relationship with the
Seminole Tribe of Florida and will launch the Student Equity and
Inclusion Office, which is aimed at “fostering a more inclusive student
experience.”
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“State, feds probe jobless benefits system — but who will fix it?”
via Wendy Rhodes of the Palm Beach Post — Citing inaction by
Florida’s top leaders to fix the state’s crippled unemployment benefits
system, U.S. Sens. Chuck Schumer and Ron Wyden called for U.S.
Inspector General Ronald Dahl to investigate state’s tattered jobless
safety net, calling it “uniquely poor.” That followed an announcement by
DeSantis that he had ordered the state’s chief inspector general to also
investigate a jobless benefits system he himself has derided as a
“jalopy.” DeSantis asked for the probe after Commissioner of
Agriculture and Consumer Services Nikki Fried, the lone Democrat in
the Florida Cabinet, sent a letter to the state’s chief inspector general
asking for an “investigation into potential mismanagement of the
CONNECT unemployment system.”


D.C. matters
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After an appeal by Nikki Fried, the feds are looking into Florida’s troubled
unemployment system. But no fix is in sight.


“States can punish 'faithless' electors, Supreme Court rules” via
Josh Gerstein and Kyle Cheney of POLITICO — The Supreme Court
has unanimously ruled that states are free to remove and punish
presidential electors who break with their pledges to support designated
candidates. Advocates for so-called faithless electors argued that the
Constitution’s silence on the issue should prevent states from being
able to fine or swap out electors who stray from the winner of the
statewide popular vote, but the justices ruled that states can use such
measures to coerce electors to remain true to their commitments. In
2016, seven of the 535 electors cast votes at odds with the popular-
vote winners, and three attempted to do so. Most of the faithless
electors were part of an unsuccessful attempt to deny Trump the
presidency.


“Roger Stone again seeks to delay reporting to prison” via Ann E.
Marimow of The Washington Post — Stone, a confidant to Trump,
made an emergency appeal Monday to postpone the date on which he
must report to prison next week, citing health risks because of the
deadly coronavirus. Stone, asked the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C.
Circuit to extend by 51 days an order requiring him to surrender to a
federal prison in Georgia on July 14. Stone is appealing his November
conviction and 40-month prison sentence on charges of lying and
witness tampering in a congressional investigation.


  


Good — “Budget had to be cut to deal with COVID, but Gov.
DeSantis kept money for new toll roads” via Lawrence Mower of the
Miami Herald — Florida will spend at least $738 million over the next
five years on three controversial new toll roads projects under a plan


Statewide
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approved by DeSantis last week. While slashing more than $1 billion
from the state budget because of the state’s sudden economic
downturn, he left untouched state plans to move ahead on more than
300 miles of new toll roads. Those plans include spending $382 million
for engineering and planning consultants and $40 million acquiring land
along the roads’ paths in the next three years. It does not include the
cost of building the roads, which is supposed to start in 2022 with a
price tag in the tens of billions of dollars.


“DeSantis vetoes create budget holes at Tallahassee higher ed
institutions” via James Call of the Tallahassee Democrat —
Tallahassee’s two state universities and its community college lost
more than $26 million in construction and academic dollars when
DeSantis cut local projects from the state budget he signed this week.
It’s unclear whether the veto will delay the completion of an $88 million
project to build a new home for FSU's College of Business. It would
have been the only Public Education Capital Outlay, or PECO, project
in this year’s budget that had private matching dollars.


Ron DeSantis' veto pen left some big holes in Tallahassee's higher education.
Image via Colin Hackley.


“'Bed tax’ by goes to Supreme Court” via Jim Saunders of the News
Service of Florida — Palm Beach County Tax Collector Anne Gannon
is asking justices to take up the issue after a divided appeals court ruled
in March that the online companies are not required to handle the so-
called “bed taxes,” according to documents on the Supreme Court
website. Gannon is seeking to have the Supreme Court overturn a
ruling by a panel of the 4th District Court of Appeal in favor of Airbnb,
Tripadvisor and HomeAway. The dispute centers on bed taxes that
counties may impose on short-term rentals, with the money going to
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tourism-related purposes. Hotels, for example, collect the taxes on
customer bills and remit the money.


“Florida bar exam rescheduled again because of conflict with
primary election” via USA Today staff reports — The state’s
rescheduled summer bar exam will be postponed one more day
because the new date is the same day as the state’s primary election.
The examination, which will take place online only, is now on
Wednesday, Aug. 19 instead of Tuesday, Aug. 18. “It is important that
every citizen in Florida be assured that they are able to vote in the
upcoming primary election, whether by mail, early voting, or in person,”
said David Reeves, chair of the Florida Board of Bar Examiners, in a
news release. The board, with the approval of the state’s Supreme
Court, previously canceled the state’s traditional in-person two-day bar
exam at the end of July, replacing it with an online test.


“State considers permanent telehealth medical marijuana options”
via Drew Dixon of Florida Politics — Medical marijuana patients using
telehealth procedures to obtain the medicinal herb during the
coronavirus outbreak are having such success, state officials are
considering making the option permanent. DeSantis extended
telehealth services for obtaining medical cannabis during the state of
emergency initially in March. Patients have found telehealth to be so
helpful members of the state’s Medical Marijuana Advisory Committee
for the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services want
to make it permanent. An initial in-person physical examination is still
required between a patient and physician before a recommendation can
be given.


“Duke seeks approval of major solar expansion” via Jim Saunders of
the News Service of Florida — Four months after Florida Power & Light
received approval for a similar program, Duke Energy Florida is asking
regulators to sign off on a $1 billion plan that would add 10 solar-power
plants in the state. Duke filed a proposal last week at the state Public
Service Commission for what it has dubbed the “Clean Energy
Connection” program, which would start operating two of the proposed
plants in January 2022, four in January 2023 and four in January 2024.
The plan comes amid a broader push by major utilities in Florida to
expand the use of solar energy, as solar has become more cost-
efficient and as utilities look to reduce carbon emissions.


“Jerry Demings delays convention center plan, recommends more
money for sheriff’s office” via Jason Garcia of the Orlando Sentinel —
Orange County will postpone construction of a controversial convention
center expansion amid collapsing hotel tax collections and uncertainty
about the future of big trade shows during and after the COVID-19
pandemic, Mayor Demings said. Demings made the announcement
while introducing a new county budget that includes more than $100
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million in construction funding for the expansion. But Demings and
county staffers said they would not spend that money until after hotel
taxes have begun a sustained recovery and county commissioners sign
off on a revised plan. The construction delay is one of a host of
concessions being forced by the coronavirus pandemic and the
recession it has caused.


Mayor Jerry Demings is holding off money for a new convention center to fund the
sheriff's office.


“Veterans push for change after South Florida treatment centers
lose VA provider status” via Florida Politics — The change came after
the VA swapped to OptumServe to serve as the third-party
administrator (TPA) for Florida. As the TPA, OptumServe oversees the
network of approved health care providers in the state. Before switching
to OptumServe in June, both Summit Detox and Transformations
Treatment Center had been approved as VA providers, allowing
veterans to use the center to recover from post-traumatic stress
disorder and/or drug use. OptumServe revoked the other centers’
status in favor of its own preferred providers, leading to pushback from
several veterans who have used those services.


Rest In Peace — “Alan Becker, trailblazing condo association
lawyer and state legislator, dies at age 74” via Linda Robertson of
the Miami Herald — Becker, co-founder of the Becker & Poliakoff law
firm that blazed the trail in the 1970s and 1980s on a revolutionary area
of Florida law governing condominium ownership, died Saturday at his
home in Southwest Ranches after an 18-month battle with cancer. He
was 74. Becker counted thousands of condo associations throughout
Florida as clients. A passionate writer, teacher and painter, Becker
began his career as an assistant public defender before becoming, at
age 26, the youngest person elected to the Florida House of
Representatives. Before he retired, Becker continued to play an active
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role in his firm, working with the government law and lobbying, litigation,
construction and international practice areas.


  


New and renewed lobbying registrations:


Charles Dudley, Melissa Ramba, Floridian Partners: Naples Botanical
Garden


Jeff Johnston, Amanda Stewart, Anita Berry, Johnston & Stewart
Government Strategies: Charter Communications Operating


Kirk Pepper, GrayRobinson: Hillsborough County Aviation Authority


Lobby regs


  


“Trump's shrinking electoral map” via Gabby Orr and Marc Caputo of
POLITICO — States that top campaign officials had said they had the
luxury of pursuing are no longer considered add-ons to the president’s
electoral vote tally but backstops to keep him afloat, according to
multiple people close to or involved with his reelection operation. The
most telling sign of Trump’s defensive posture is his recent mammoth
TV ad buys. The campaign is spending big to retain states he won in
2016 and to shore up support in places a Republican should already
dominate in, like Georgia or Florida’s Panhandle. They say Joe Biden
faces an enthusiasm deficit among his party’s likeliest voters and that
public polling does not jibe with their own internal numbers.


2020
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Donald Trump's base is starting to show signs of erosion.


“Trump lashes out at NASCAR, Bubba Wallace over flag and
noose” via Jill Colvin and Jenna Fryer of The Associated Press —
NASCAR’s layered relationship with Trump took a sharp turn when
Trump blasted the racing organization for banning the Confederate flag
and wrongly accused the sport’s only full-time Black driver of
perpetrating “a hoax” when a crew member found a noose in the team
garage stall. Trump suggested Wallace should apologize after the sport
rallied around him after the noose was found in his assigned stall at
Talladega Superspeedway in Alabama. Federal authorities ruled last
month the noose had been hanging since October and was not a hate
crime. NASCAR President Steve Phelps has bristled at suggestions
the noose was a hoax. Wallace was shown a photograph of the noose,
never personally saw it, and was told by NASCAR officials he was the
victim of a hate crime.
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“Trump jumps on preserving monuments as winning campaign
issue” via Catherine Lucey of The Wall Street Journal — Trump has
seized on saving statues and preserving monuments to American
history as a winning issue for his reelection, attacking protesters and
Democrats in remarks over the Independence Day weekend. The
president’s effort to exploit cultural divides is a familiar tactic, recalling
the “American carnage” he described in his inaugural address. The
message is complicated this year by a pandemic and a national debate
over race relations. The emphasis on protecting the U.S.’s iconography
from critics comes after Trump has urged crackdowns on protesters
and defended police against some liberals who call for defunding
departments.


Spotted — Brian Ballard in The New York Times article as among
the major lobbyists credited with raising nearly $8 million since the
beginning of 2019 for Trump’s reelection committees and the RNC. This
assistance comes despite Trump’s 2016 campaign pledge to “drain the
swamp” by taking on the special interests, lobbyists and donors who
had “rigged the system against everyday Americans.”


“Joe Biden unveils Florida leadership team” via Matt Dixon of
POLITICO — Biden announced the members of his senior leadership
team in Florida, a must-win state where he holds a commanding lead
over Trump. Biden named Jackie Lee, veteran Orlando-based
consultant who has been working for the campaign since October 2019,
as his state director. Lee, who helped the campaign regain its balance
after huge a primary loss in Iowa, is credited with fending off a $30
million Florida ad blitz from billionaire Mike Bloomberg’s short-lived
presidential campaign. Brandon Thompson will work as the Biden
campaigns coordinated director. He is coming from Organizing
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Together 2020, a key player in the Democrat’s 2020 Florida ground
game effort.


  


“FDA head says too early to tell if RNC Florida events are safe” via
Yueqi Yang and Steven T. Dennis of Bloomberg — FDA Commissioner
Stephen Hahn said it’s too early tell if it’s safe to host part of the
Republican National Convention next month in Florida, where
coronavirus cases have been surging. “I think it’s too early to tell,” Hahn
said. “And we’ll have to see how this unfolds in Florida and elsewhere
around the country.” Hahn, who’s has been a cheerleader for the
administration’s efforts on the virus, declined to endorse Trump’s
optimistic view of progress toward a vaccine, saying he wouldn’t
speculate on when one might become available. The administration has
struggled to explain why Trump has been holding rallies with thousands
of people who are neither socially distancing nor wearing masks in
defiance of CDC guidance.


FDA Commissioner Steven Hahn says it is still too early to tell if the Jacksonville
RNC will be safe.


“How the Republican Convention created money woes in two
cities” via Annie Karni, Rebecca R. Ruiz and Kenneth P. Vogel of The
New York Times — Tens of millions of dollars have already been spent
in a city that will now host little more than a GOP business meeting, and
donors are wary of opening their wallets again to bankroll a Jacksonville
gathering thrown into uncertainty by a surge in coronavirus cases.
Jacksonville organizers have expressed more modest fundraising
goals, aspiring to raise a fraction of the $70 million Charlotte officials
aimed for. For Republican officials, untangling the financial knot from


Convention countdown
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the Charlotte convention remains a work in progress. Given the
contracts that had been signed and the many parties around the table,
concerns about potential legal action have figured into managing the
fallout, several people connected to the process said.


  


“Richard Goble tells voters to ‘bring back representation’ in
campaign for Florida’s 7th Congressional District” via Scott Powers
of Florida Politics — Goble released a series of four short video
advertisements exploring his positions on infrastructure, rights, veterans
and recalling his background, for his campaign in Florida’s 7th
Congressional District. Goble’s four video ads all circle back to one
theme, bringing representation back to CD 7. Goble expresses his
desire to improve SunRail, bring infrastructure money to Central
Florida, eliminate tolls, fight for the First and Second Amendments,
support anti-abortion policies, support veterans, and encourage capital
investment. “Let’s make Central Florida great again,” he closes.


More from the trail
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To view one of the videos, click on the image below:


“James Grant latest backer of Amanda Makki’s CD 13 campaign”
via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — Grant is endorsing Makki
for Congress, Makki’s campaign announced Monday. Makki is running
for the Republican nomination in Florida’s 13th Congressional District to
take on Charlie Crist. “The hardworking people of Pinellas County
cannot count on Charlie Crist. For nearly three decades he’s been a
political windsock, being blown whichever way the wind goes. Our
families and this community need real leadership to emerge from this
crisis and we simply cannot trust Charlie,” Grant said. Makki has
already raised more than $1 million, according to her campaign. Her
closest competition, Luna, has raised $800,000.


“Marva Preston launches TV ad boasting DeSantis endorsement”
via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — Preston, a Republican
candidate for Florida State Senate District 3, took her campaign onto
the airwaves with a new TV ad sponsored by the Florida Republican
Senatorial Campaign Committee. The 30-second TV advertisement
boasts the former homicide detective’s June endorsement from
DeSantis and highlights her platform of conservative values. “Marva
Preston is the conservative we can count on,” the ad says. “Endorsed
by Gov. Ron DeSantis, Preston is pro-life, pro-second amendment and
raised right here in North Florida. A 25-year law enforcement veteran,
Preston fought crime and public corruption. In the Florida Senate, she’ll
stand with Gov. DeSantis, defend our conservative values, and fight for
North Florida’s families. We can count on it.”


“Danny Burgess quickly tops $100K in Senate race” via the News
Service of Florida — Quickly gearing up for a November election to
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replace outgoing Sen. Tom Lee, Republican Burgess raised nearly
$107,000 in less than a month. Lee announced in late May that he
would leave the Senate in November instead of finishing the last two
years of his term. That created a special election in which Burgess, a
former House member from Zephyrhills, and Wesley Chapel Democrat
Kathy Lewis qualified to run. Burgess, who most recently served as
executive director of the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs, raised
$106,905 between June 1 and June 26 the new report shows.


“Heather Fitzenhagen’s first contributions to her state Senate
campaign are in and she still has some catching up to do” via
Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Fitzenhagen outraised Ray
Rodrigues in the first fundraising period of a suddenly high-profile
Senate primary. That includes a chunk from a political committee
connected to Sen. Anitere Flores. Fitzenhagen reported $24,021 in
donations to her Senate District 27 campaign. She also chipped in
another $13,500 candidate loan in the June 13-26 period. Rodrigues,
meanwhile, raised $7,630 in his campaign account. That’s only part of
the story as Rodrigues’ committee Friends of Ray Rodrigues also tallied
$15,000 in new donations for the period. Fitzenhagen’s For A Better
Florida committee reported no activity in June. But overall, Fitzenhagen
pulled in more outside donations while putting some skin in the game
as she gets her last-minute campaign up and running.


“Shevrin Jones collects another $43K in SD 35 bid” via Ryan Nicol
of Florida Politics — Jones is closing the latest fundraising period with
nearly $44,000 for his bid in Senate District 35. That report covers
money raised from June 13-26. Jones collected nearly $33,000 through
his campaign while his political committee, Florida Strong Finish, pulled
in another $11,000. With the Aug. 18 primary approaching, candidates
are now required to file financial reports every two weeks, as opposed
to monthly. Eventually, those reports will come in each week. The latest
reports show Jones has extended his money lead in the race. Jones’
campaign has now added more than $270,000. Florida Strong Finish
has netted more than $208,000. The Representative from House
District 101 has a health hurdle to clear, recently announcing he tested
positive for COVID-19.


Assignment editors — Rep. Randy Fine is holding a news
conference to discuss alleged rape and sexual assault accusations
within the campaign of his opponent, Marcie Adkins, 10 a.m., Holiday
Inn Express & Suites Palm Bay, 1206 Malabar Rd. SE., Palm Bay.


“Fiona McFarland makes first big airtime spend for HD 72” via
Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — McFarland dropped the first big
spend in a competitive primary for House District 72. The Sarasota
Republican spent $24,990 for television production costs with Multi-
Media Services, a political marketing firm in the Washington, D.C. area,
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along with the purchase of airtime. The spend represents more than
half the $47,454 McFarland spent on the race to date. It’s the first big-
ticket investment by any campaign so far in what promises to be one of
the most competitive House races in Florida. The expenditure comes as
a Republican primary draws near where McFarland has long held a
fundraising advantage but where she faces an opponent who has won
countywide office in the region already.


Too early for this oppo dump? — “House candidate Roger Lolly
gave $84,000 from special-needs student payments to friend who
started a restaurant in Tennessee” via Brian Burgess of the Capitolist
— Reuben Sliva is listed as the Vice President of Operations for the
Fort Myers-based If I Can Dream Foundation, a charity whose sole
source of income is a government grant to provide vocational training to
special needs students. Sliva was paid $84,000 by the foundation. But
while Sliva collected the lucrative charity paychecks, he spent most of
his time planning, setting up, and opening a restaurant in Franklin,
Tennessee. Sliva’s role at the foundation is now under scrutiny because
his paychecks are signed by Lolly, the founder and president of the If I
Can Dream Foundation, who is facing criticism for lending his own
political campaign at least $100,000 while collecting an unusually high
salary from his charity.


“Mayors from Belle Glade, Pahokee and South Bay back Kelly
Skidmore in HD 81” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Skidmore is
adding to her list of backers in the House District 81 race, as three
Mayors in that region add their endorsements late Monday. Mayors
Steve Wilson of Belle Glade, Keith Babb of Pahokee and Joe Kyles
of South Bay all say they’ll support Skidmore as she competes for the
Democratic nomination against attorney Michael Weinstein. “Kelly
Skidmore understands the needs of our community and I’m pleased to
endorse her campaign for State House,” Wilson said. “As our next
Representative in Tallahassee, I trust Kelly to fight for Belle Glade by
pushing for increased funding for Lakeside Medical Center as well as
more money for public schools.”
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Three local Mayor are falling behind Kelly Skidmore as she seeks to return to the
Florida House.


— “Michael Weinstein narrowly tops Skidmore in latest HD 81
fundraising report” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


If you read one endorsement — “Christine Hunschofsky will honor
Kristin Jacobs’ legacy in Florida House” via the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel editorial board — Florida lost a true public servant when
Jacobs died of cancer in April. The Coconut Creek Democrat
personified what a legislator should be: accessible, dedicated, honest
and optimistic. A passionate environmentalist, she worked tirelessly to
protect our water and land. Jacobs’ death means Democratic voters in
northwest Broward’s House District 96 must choose her successor in
the Aug. 18 primary. Between two good Democrats, the obvious choice
is Parkland Mayor Christine Hunschofsky, an experienced hand with
well-defined priorities who can seamlessly make the transition from City
Hall to the state Capitol.


“Thanks to self-loan, Jim Bonfiglio tops Mike Caruso in HD 89
fundraising” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Bonfiglio is coming
out a winner in the latest House District 89 fundraising report, thanks to
a $15,000 loan to his campaign. Republican Rep. Mike Caruso still
topped Bonfiglio is outside contributions. Caruso collected $12,000
during the most recent report covering June 13-26. Bonfiglio brought in
less than $400 in outside money, but pitched in a $15,000 loan, edging
Caruso’s overall haul for the month. Caruso still leads both in overall
money added and cash on hand, however. Caruso has raised more
than $200,000 for his reelection bid and has more than $122,000 still
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remaining.


— “Meet Susan Kufdakis Rivera, a Republican running for House
District 86” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


— “Bibiana Potestad earns endorsement from mentor Anitere
Flores” via Spencer Fordin of Florida Politics


  


“Alex Penelas tops $310K in June as Daniella Levine Cava
campaign touts $175K raised” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics —
Penelas, a Miami-Dade County mayoral candidate, raised at least
$310,000 in June, holding onto his money lead in the contest. Officials
from the Levine Cava campaign, which has been second to Penelas in
money raised, say she added another $175,000 in June. Her campaign
collected just over $600,000 in May, though that was largely thanks to a
$500,000 contribution from megadonor Donald Sussman to Levine
Cava’s political committee, Our Democracy. Absent that outlier, June is
Levine Cava’s best fundraising month since Aug. 2019, when she
crossed $200,000 raised. The hefty sums continue to pour in as
candidates seek to replace term-limited Mayor Giménez.


Alex Penelas is posting some big numbers in his bid for Miami-Dade Mayor.


“Candidate for Broward elections chief wants to automatically
send mail ballot to every voter. Problem is, it’s not legal.” via
Anthony Man of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — One of the
candidates running for the job of overseeing Broward County elections
says she wants to make it easier for people to vote by mail by doing
something that’s never before been done before in Florida elections,
automatically mail ballots to every registered voter in the county.
There’s a big problem: It’s not legal under Florida law. Jennifer


Down ballot
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Gottlieb is undeterred. She has advocated for the idea during
candidate forums, including one last week conducted by the League of
Women Voters of Broward County. When a reporter pressed her about
the legality, Gottlieb said it is permitted. “Yes, it is,” she said.
“Supervisors can send out ballots vote by mail.”


  


“Trump at Mount Rushmore” via The Wall Street Journal editorial
board — Trump delivered one of the best speeches of his presidency at
Mount Rushmore, and for evidence consider the echo-chamber
headlines above. The chorus of independent media voices understands
that Trump is trying to rally the country in defense of traditional
American principles that are now under radical and unprecedented
assault. Contrary to media reporting, the America Trump described is
one of genuine racial equality and diversity. He highlighted the central
ideal of the Declaration of Independence that “all men are created
equal.” As he rightly put it, “these immortal words set in motion the
unstoppable march of freedom” that included the abolition of slavery
more than a half-century later.


Top opinion


  


“Trump’s leaving the COVID-19 stage. Florida’s DeSantis should
assert his independence” via the Miami Herald editorial board — The
astounding increase in the number of new coronavirus cases is proof
that Florida is getting outsmarted by COVID-19. So are some of our
state leaders — and, as usual, so is Trump. On the Fourth of July, the
White House announced the President will no longer be the daily voice
of the coronavirus response. Instead, he’s headed to the sidelines in an
effort to depoliticize the national fight against the virus and get
reelected. Trump’s exit will be good news only if he turns the
administration’s response to the long-suffering Drs. Fauci, Deborah
Birx and other public-health experts — and only if he stops pulling the
strings of compliant state leaders such as DeSantis.


“The NBA’s reopening is a warning sign for the U.S. economy” via
Tyler Cowen of Bloomberg Opinion — I fear that the NBA, in particular,
may be reflecting a still-hidden trend in the broader economy: People
may not actually be so keen to return to work. The NBA is planning to
resume a fragment of its regular season, and then the playoffs, in a
custom-tailored “bubble” in Orlando, Florida, on July 30. The games will
be played only among the top teams in a single complex, with regular
testing and tight regulations governing the entry of outsiders. The
league is going to the maximum lengths possible to ensure a safe
reopening. An increasing number of players do not seem very
interested in being guinea pigs in this experiment.


Opinions
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“Florida’s talented workforce is key to economic recovery during
COVID-19” via Michelle Dennard for the Pensacola News Journal — As
the leaders of CareerSource Florida and the Florida Chamber of
Commerce, we are using emerging data on a collaborative quest to
identify how we can help Florida’s economy, and its people, restart,
recover and re-imagine our future. While we understand the challenges,
we also see opportunities for Florida to emerge from the COVID-19
pandemic in a stronger relative position, and Florida’s workforce will
play a primary role. It cannot be overstated: Talent development IS
economic development. Communities used to rely on tax incentives to
attract businesses, but for some time, we have recognized that a
talented workforce is paramount.


“Disney should rethink removing Brer Rabbit from Splash
Mountain” via Arthur Diamond of the Orlando Sentinel — The theme of
Splash Mountain is based only on the animated part of Song of the
South — only on the Brer Rabbit Black slave folk tale. Brer Rabbit can
be admired, and Splash Mountain enjoyed, without endorsing
antebellum plantation life. Walt Disney retold beloved meaningful folk
tales, sometimes giving them a more hopeful ending. He often adapted
European folk tales, but also wanted to include Black slave folk tales.
The Brer Rabbit stories have been criticized for their dialect. But that
misses the point. Just as with Mark Twain’s “Huckleberry Finn,” the
soul of the stories is in what is said and done, not in the dialect of the
dialogue and narration.
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Florida keeps setting records for COVID-19, and Gov. DeSantis keeps
urging people to stop focusing on all those new cases.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— There have now been more than 206,000 confirmed cases of
coronavirus exposure in Florida. an increase of 60,000 in the past
week. Fatalities are now at least 3,880, also an increase of more than
300 over the past week.


— DeSantis is determined to continue reopening the state for business
and tourism and insists that theme parks in Central Florida are taking
so many precautions that they’ll be some of the safest places in the
state. But in South Florida, officials head in the opposite direction. The
Mayor of Miami Dade is issuing an emergency order shutting down
dining rooms and gyms to try to halt the spread of coronavirus.


Today's Sunrise
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— One of the best things to come out of the COVID-19 crisis — parody
songs. Remember Paul Simon’s “50 Ways to Leave Your Lover?”


— Checking — in with a couple of Florida Men. One robbed a pizza guy
and pooped his pants when he saw the cops. The other pushed an 86-
year-old man out of an elevator — in the name of social distancing.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“‘Mona Lisa’ back at work, visitors limited as Louvre reopens” via
John Leicester and Catherine Gaschka of The Associated Press —
Paris’ Louvre Museum, which houses the world’s most famous portrait,
reopened Monday after a four-month coronavirus lockdown and without
its usual huge throngs. The reopening of the world’s most-visited
museum was a bright spot in what is otherwise shaping up as a grimly
quiet start to the summer tourist season in France, with far fewer
visitors than was normal before the pandemic closed borders. Paris tour
guide Katia Besnard Rousseau said she has had no groups to show
around since France gradually started coming out of its strict two-month
lockdown in May. As the Louvre reopened, she and dozens of other
guides demonstrated outside, forming a long line and holding up
images of the “Mona Lisa” to highlight the hardship afflicting their
industry.


Aloe
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Visitors take photos of Leonardo da Vinci's painting Mona Lisa, in Paris. The
home of the world's most famous portrait, the Louvre Museum in Paris, reopened


after a four-month coronavirus lockdown. Image via AP.


“NHL, players’ union announce plan to resume play on Aug. 1” via
John Wawrow and Stephen Whyno of The Associated Press — The
National Hockey League and NHL Players’ Association announced a
tentative agreement Monday to return to play this season and extend
their collective bargaining agreement by four years. The CBA deal,
coupled with both sides’ agreement on protocols for training camps and
games, paves the way for hockey to resume in less than a month.
Training camps would open next Monday, July 13, and games would
resume Aug. 1 if the league’s board of governors, players’ executive
committee and full membership sign off. The NHL is going straight to
the playoffs with 24 teams resuming play. Those teams will travel to
one of two “hub” cities July 26 for exhibition games. The qualifying
round would begin Aug. 1.


  


Best wishes to Sen. Janet Cruz and Rep. Stan McClain, as well as
Amy Bisceglia of Rubin Turnbull, the Florida Medical Association’s
Tim Stapleton, Brad Herold, and the NFIB’s Tim Nungesser.


Happy birthday
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COVID-19 Evening Media Clips
 
 
 
 


Television
 


1:18
PlayDirect Link
ABC 27 News 12p
Time Jun 5, 2020 12:01 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 12:01 PM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WTXL (ABC)
Market DMA: 109 Tallahassee, FL
Language English
 
 
 
 



mailto:DOHCOMMUNICATIONSOFFICE@flhealth.gov

https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#clip/view/ea720bd6-d50d-4f57-85bb-80e3e8a636a3?token=40c87389-3a9b-4684-bebf-f11294a5569b

https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#clip/view/ea720bd6-d50d-4f57-85bb-80e3e8a636a3?token=40c87389-3a9b-4684-bebf-f11294a5569b





1:21
PlayDirect Link
ABC Action News at 3:00PM
Time Jun 5, 2020 3:02 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 3:02 PM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WFTS (ABC)
Market DMA: 12 Tampa, FL
Language English
 
 
 


Print
 
Florida’s ‘phase 2’ re-opening kicks off with bars and lounges
Date Collected Jun 5, 2020 12:37 PM EDT
Category Local
Source My Sun Coast
Market Sarasota, FL
Language English
 
The second phase of Florida’s ‘Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step’ plan got underway Friday with bars,
lounges and other personal services operating in 64 of the state’s 67 counties.
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis announced the next step in the phased rollout earlier this week. Bars, pubs and
movie theaters can re-open at 50% capacity. In addition, personal services such as tattoo and
massage parlors may operate under guidelines issued by the Department of Health.
 
The plan applies to all Florida Counties with the exceptions of COVID-19 hotspots Broward, Miami-
Dade and West Palm. The governor did indicate that those counties can submit plans for phase 2 re-
opening for approval if officials believe it is safe to proceed.
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It’s a welcome announcement for bars and lounges who were unable to open despite restaurants
being partially re-opened in phase 1 with limited capacity and outdoor seating requirements.
 
 
 
As Phase Two begins, Florida reports third consecutive day of 1,000-plus new positives
Date Collected Jun 5, 2020 12:12 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
Only a few hours into Phase Two of Florida’s COVID-19 response, state health officials reported
1,305 new COVID-19 cases Friday as cases rose by more than 1,000 for the third straight day.
 
On Thursday, the state crossed 60,000 diagnoses, now with 61,488 total. And the state’s death toll is
now 2,745, including 85 non-Florida residents who died in the state, after an additional 54 people
died in the last 24 hours.
 
The state’s data report showing precisely how many people tested positive each calendar day — as
opposed to in a 24-hour period — was not released at the time of publication, but at least 1,000 of
the new cases were confirmed Thursday. That makes Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday the first
three consecutive days since April 9, 10 and 11 that more than 1,000 people tested positive.
 
However, the state has greater access to testing than it did in April.
 
Florida has received as many as 77,934 individuals’ results in a single day and has tested more than 1
million people, but Gov. Ron DeSantis and Division of Emergency Management Director Jared
Moskowitz say the demand for tests falls short of the state’s expanded testing apparatus.
 
 
Still, the number of tests issued in recent days appears to be rising, as is the number of positives,
indicating a slight bump in the low share of new positive results that the Governor has touted.
 
The most deaths in a single day, rather than when the death was reported, was 59 on May 4.
 
South Florida’s Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach counties still remain the state’s largest hot
spots of the virus since the Department of Health (DOH) officials confirmed the first two Florida
cases three months ago and are not entering Phase Two along with the state’s 64 other counties.
 
Since Thursday’s report, 277 people in Miami-Dade County have tested positive, raising the overall
COVID-19 caseload there to 19,056 people. Fourteen of the 54 people who died statewide were tied
to Miami-Dade, raising the death toll there to 771.
 
Broward County registered 110 new cases, raising its total to 7,572, and two people, now 348 total,
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died there. Palm Beach County now has 6,859 cases after DOH showed 171 new reports and four
fatalities, now 380 total.
 
 
Three other counties have more than 2,000 COVID-19 cases: Hillsborough with 2,554, Orange with
2,210 and Lee with 2,200. Five more have upward of 1,000 cases: Collier with 1,874, Duval with
1,736, Pinellas with 1,478, Manatee with 1,162 and Polk with 1,127.
 
Escambia County is the next closest to crossing that threshold, now with 871 cases.
 
Antibody testing is available for first responders at five drive-thru sites located in Duval, Miami-Dade,
Orange and Palm Beach counties.
 
In Phase Two of Florida’s reopening, movie theaters, bars and casinos in all counties but Miami-
Dade, Broward and Palm Beach can open at 50% capacity. On Monday, Miami-Dade will reopen
gyms, summer camps and short-term vacation rentals.
 
The screening checkpoint at the Alabama border on Interstate 10 also closed Friday. That checkpoint
was intended to identify travelers from Louisiana to self-isolate per an executive order by DeSantis
that lapsed Friday.
 
 
 
I-10 screening checkpoint lifted in reopening Phase Two
Date Collected Jun 5, 2020 11:40 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Author Renzo Downey
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
The state is deactivating a highway checkpoint at the Alabama border on Interstate 10 erected more
than two months ago to slow the spread of COVID-19 in Florida.
 
Lifting the checkpoint coincides with the start of Phase Two of the state’s reopening process, which
began Friday just after midnight.
 
Phase Two extended the limitations on people entering Florida after leaving the New York area but
let lapse the order that added Louisiana to the restriction. The lapsed order also allowed the Florida
Highway Patrol and local authorities to establish screening checkpoints under the direction of the
Department of Transportation (FDOT).
 
While the I-10 checkpoint will be dissolved, the highway checkpoint along Interstate 95 will continue
until further notice.
 



http://ct.moreover.com/?a=42292395412&p=5fi&v=1&x=uohntsrFHvCNpd9BL9Eglg

http://floridapolitics.com/





When he announced the order establishing highway checkpoints in late March, Gov. Ron DeSantis
said the plan would limit the spread of COVID-19 along the Gulf Coast. That order came at the
request of leaders in the Panhandle.
 
 
“There’s a fear that as New Orleans becomes more of a hot spot that you could have an influx of
people into the Florida Panhandle from Louisiana,” DeSantis said at the time.
 
As of Thursday, 41,562 people have been diagnosed with the virus in Louisiana, including about
20,000 in the New Orleans area alone and 2,772 Louisianans who died. But the number of daily new
cases in the state has plateaued around a few hundred after the state saw thousands of new cases
some days in early April.
 
In Florida, 61,488 people have tested positive while 2,660 Floridians have died as newly reported
cases began rising again this week.
 
One directive DeSantis extended ordered plane travelers from New York City tri-state area to self-
isolate for 14 days upon entering Florida. A subsequent move, also continuing, orders all travelers
from those states who recently entered Florida to self-isolate for 14 days and to notify anyone they
had contact with in the state.
 
FDOT is encouraging those driving past the closing checkpoint to drive safely as crews work to
dismantle it.
 
 
 
As cases surge, is PBC up for Phase 2?; Mayor says no; he's sending plan for stepped reopening to
governor today
Date Collected Jun 5, 2020 10:39 AM EDT
Category Local
Source The Palm Beach Post
Author By Jane Musgrave, The Palm Beach Post
Market United States
Language English
 
With COVID-19 cases surging to near-record levels, Palm Beach County Mayor Dave Kerner on
Thursday said the county isn't yet ready to join most of the rest of the state where long-shuttered
bars, movie theaters and other businesses will reopen today.
 
Kerner said he is willing to take small steps that would allow some
 
restaurants to expand their bar operations and to pave the way for other establishments, such as
movie theaters and bowling alleys, to reopen if they submit plans proving safeguards are in place.
 
Bars, he said, are unlikely to be serving drinks anytime soon under the proposal he plans to send to



https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#/clip/share/968e4c82-9819-48cc-a716-db91d4ef08d5?fullText=true&width=900

https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#/clip/share/968e4c82-9819-48cc-a716-db91d4ef08d5?fullText=true&width=900

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/





Gov. Ron DeSantis today. "I'm not sure if I want to go to bars or not yet," he said.
 
Kerner said he made the decision in consultation with a committee of top officials, including health
director Dr. Alina Alonso and County Administrator Verdenia Baker. His decision does not go nearly
as far as at least two commissioners said Thursday they would go.
 
Saying businesses and workers are suffering, Commissioners Mack Bernard and Hal Valeche said the
county is ready to enter Phase 2. Vice Mayor Robert Weinroth, who has been an ardent supporter of
lifting coronavirus restrictions, is likely in their camp.
 
Weinroth asked that a special meeting be held on Tuesday to discuss further easing restrictions.
Since the county is in a state of emergency, Kerner said he can unilaterally reject Weinroth's request,
which he did.
 
In recent weeks, the commission has had lengthy debates over relaxing restrictions, siding with
further reopening every time. But in April, all decisions were made by the committee, without
consultation with the seven-member commission, prompting complaints.
 
Valeche and Bernard both said the commission needs to act quickly to restart the county's struggling
economy and put people back to work.
 
"Every day these businesses are closed means they are another day closer to closing permanently,"
Valeche said.
 
Bernard voiced similar views. "The pain so many of our businesses are feeling and so many of our
unemployed residents, this is something we need to address," he said.
 
Commissioner Melissa McKinlay urged caution while Commissioner Gregg Weiss said he wanted to
make sure it is safe to allow additional businesses to slowly reopen. Commissioner Mary Lou Berger
declined comment and Weinroth couldn't be reached.
 
When DeSantis on Wednesday agreed 64 counties could move into the next phase of economic
recovery, he excluded Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade counties. But, he said, leaders of the
three could ask to be included in Phase 2.
 
Surge in cases
 
Since recovery slowly began last month, DeSantis has treated South Florida differently because it has
led the state in the number of coronavirus cases and deaths. But, since restrictions were lifted
statewide three weeks ago, South Florida's share has been slipping as cases ballooned throughout
Florida.
 
Statewide, an additional 1,419 people were diagnosed with COVID-19, the most since April 4. There
are now 60,183 people diagnosed with COVID-19 statewide, including 6,688 in Palm Beach County.
 







The new rules, that begin Friday in the rest of the state, allow bars, movie theaters, concert houses,
auditoriums, playhouses, bowling alleys and arcades to operate at 50% capacity. Tattoo, massage
and tanning parlors are allowed to reopen if they follow safety guidelines.
 
"The changes are incremental," Valeche said of the additional businesses that would be allowed to
reopen.
 
Like Bernard, he noted that a record-high 258 new cases were reported on Wednesday in Palm
Beach County. But, both said, Alonso, speaking to them privately, attributed 140 new cases to a data
dump from one lab.
 
However, the county saw another jump on Thursday, when 211 new cases were reported. It marked
the fifth time in the past seven days that the total number of new cases exceeded 100. The county
averaged 98 new cases a day in May.
 
Three of the past seven days have seen statewide increases of more than 1,200 cases, a level
reached only one other time in May, when the state averaged 725 new cases a day.
 
The single largest number of new cases in one day, 1,575 statewide, dates to April 3.
 
Four more county residents succumbed to the virus, bringing the county's death toll to 376.
Statewide, an additional 41 deaths were reported. That means 2,691 people have died since the
pandemic began sweeping the state in March.
 
Inmate dies at South Bay
 
Bernard said the growth in cases is concerning. "But we have an economic crisis we have to
address," he said.
 
"We should be making the decision to go into Phase 2 but we should take precautions," Bernard
said. Perhaps, he said, the commission could keep some restrictions in place while allowing other
closed businesses to reopen.
 
McKinlay, however, said the commission should wait. Recent protests over the Memorial Day killing
of George Floyd by a Minnesota police officer could cause cases to spike, she said.
 
Further, she said, the disease is still ravaging parts of the county, including the Glades and the Lake
Worth Beach area. The state reported Wednesday that an inmate died of complications from COVID-
19 at South Bay Correctional Facility, the first reported death there and one of 15 at state prisons.
 
The death underscores the threat the disease poses in the poverty-wracked farming community
where the prison is one of the largest employers. A state-high 57 corrections officers at South Bay
have tested positive for the virus and 169 inmates are infected, according to the Florida Department
of Corrections.
 







Officials at GEO Group, which operates the 1,948-bed prison, offered condolences to the family of
the unidentified inmate who died. But, contrary to state reports, the company said only 56 workers
had been diagnosed with COVID-19. Of those, it said, 38 have returned to work while the other 18
are quarantined at home.
 
"The health and safety of all those in our care and our employees is our utmost priority and we will
continue to coordinate closely with the state of Florida and the local health department to ensure
their health and safety," the Boca Raton-based company said in a statement.
 
Still, McKinlay said, the outbreak at the prison coupled with the high number of cases reported
among migrant farm workers in the Glades area needs to be addressed before more businesses are
allowed to reopen.
 
"We have a few hot spots we need to settle down first, our numbers are still bouncing around for
one reason or another," she said. "I want to get back to our (new) normal just as much as the public,
but the governor doesn't think we're quite ready for it yet and I concur."
 
Alonso on Tuesday told commissioners that the county wasn't meeting the threshold for further
relaxation of coronavirus restrictions because cases continue to mount.
 
While she said the county has plenty of hospital beds available, she voiced concern about the
growing number of cases. Further, she said, some restaurants are flouting restrictions by not
reducing the number of customers by 50% and not keeping tables at least 6 feet apart.
 
Restaurant crackdown?
 
If large numbers of restaurants are violating the rules, action should be taken, said Valeche. "If we
allow some to do it, everybody is going to do it," he said.
 
Kerner said he plans to ask Sheriff Ric Bradshaw to form a coronavirus task force to crack down on
business that are opening in defiance of county orders or those that aren't following social
distancing and capacity rules.
 
Valeche said he is convinced that there are enough hospital beds available if scores of county
residents became seriously ill. While there have been some recent upticks in the percentage of
county residents testing positive, overall, the county has been below the 10% mark that health
officials have said is a threshold for when the disease is on the wane, he said.
 
"As long as people are following the rules, it's going to be safe," he said. "I do think we're ready for
Phase 2."
 
Kerner disagreed. While additional businesses will be allowed to reopen, it has to be done slowly
with safeguards in place to assure patrons will be safe, he said.
 
"After reviewing infection data throughout the day ... the anticipated rise in infections is occurring







here locally," he said. "The county's decision will be based on data."
 
 
 
Palm Beach County leaders want bars, movie theaters to reopen under 'Phase Two'
Date Collected Jun 5, 2020 1:20 PM EDT
Category Local
Source WPTV TV Channel 5
Market West Palm Beach, FL
Language English
 
Palm Beach County leaders are planning to ask Gov. Ron DeSantis to allow the county to join "Phase
Two" of Florida's reopening plan, which would allow bars, movie theaters, and more businesses to
reopen.
 
Commissioner Hal Valeche told WPTV that Mayor Dave Kerner is drafting a letter to DeSantis, asking
for Palm Beach County to enter "Phase Two" with restrictions.
 
Under the proposed restrictions, bars that only serve alcohol, not food, would not be allowed to
reopen.
 
Valeche said county leaders and Sheriff Ric Bradshaw are concerned about people consuming
alcohol at those bars, then going out and joining protests that are happening in the wake of the
police-involved death of George Floyd in Minneapolis.
 
According to Valeche, Palm Beach County officials would only allow bars inside restaurants to
reopen.
 
However, only people who are sitting down, not standing, would be allowed to be served alcohol. In
addition, customers would have to abide by social distancing guidelines from the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
 
Valeche said that under Palm Beach County's plan, entertainment venues like movie theaters could
reopen. However, those businesses would have to submit a plan to the Department of Business and
Professional Regulation and Department of Health about how they would reopen safely.
 
64 counties in Florida, excluding Miami-Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach counties, officially entered
"Phase Two" on Friday.
 
Under the new reopening guidelines:
 
Restaurants may allow bar-top seating with appropriate social distancing
Bars and pubs may operate at 50% capacity inside and full capacity outside with appropriate social
distancing
Retail stores may operate at full capacity
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Gyms and fitness centers may operate at full capacity
Entertainment venues like movie theaters, concert houses, auditoriums, playhouses, bowling alleys
and arcades may operate at 50% capacity
Personal services business like tattoo parlors, acupuncture establishments, tanning salons and
massage establishments may operate while adhering to the Florida Department of Health
Pari-mutuel facilities which offer gambling may submit a request to open to the Department of
Business and Professional Regulation
Earlier this week, DeSantis said the three South Florida counties can submit a plan to the state for
approval to enter "Phase Two."
 
"We'll work with the three southeast Florida counties to see how they're developing and whether
they want to move into 'Phase Two,'" DeSantis said. "They're on a little bit different schedule."
 
Palm Beach County leaders are planning to hold a news conference at 4 p.m. on Friday to address
their reopening proposal.
 
 
 
Coronavirus reopening Phase 2: Public returns to work; government officials stay home
Date Collected Jun 5, 2020 2:34 PM EDT
Category Local
Source The Palm Beach Post
Author Wendy Rhodes
Market West Palm Beach, FL
Language English
 
64 counties in Florida, excluding Miami-Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach counties, officially entered
"Phase Two" on Friday.
 
Under the new reopening guidelines:
 
Restaurants may allow bar-top seating with appropriate social distancing
Bars and pubs may operate at 50% capacity inside and full capacity outside with appropriate social
distancing
Retail stores may operate at full capacity
Gyms and fitness centers may operate at full capacity
Entertainment venues like movie theaters, concert houses, auditoriums, playhouses, bowling alleys
and arcades may operate at 50% capacity
Personal services business like tattoo parlors, acupuncture establishments, tanning salons and
massage establishments may operate while adhering to the Florida Department of Health
Pari-mutuel facilities which offer gambling may submit a request to open to the Department of
Business and Professional Regulation
Earlier this week, DeSantis said the three South Florida counties can submit a plan to the state for
approval to enter "Phase Two."
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"We'll work with the three southeast Florida counties to see how they're developing and whether
they want to move into 'Phase Two,'" DeSantis said. "They're on a little bit different schedule."
 
Palm Beach County leaders are planning to hold a news conference at 4 p.m. on Friday to address
their reopening proposal.
 
The fact is, no one seems willing to say for sure which state offices are operating and under what
conditions. Requests to DeSantis’ office and the Florida Department of Management Services, which
is responsible for the business and workforce operations of the state government, went
unanswered.
 
Three federal legislators were unable to help. The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
as well as the Florida Attorney General’s office didn’t provide an answer.
 
Neither did the American Federation of State, County & Municipal Employees, the union which
represents 100,000 government workers in Florida. Only the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement, after much ado, advised the Palm Beach Post that all state governmental agencies are
“closed.”
 
So, as Florida’s private sector inches back to a new normal, state government offices remain on self-
imposed lockdown. That is the case even as DeSantis is on an all-out push to get the Florida
economy roaring again.
 
Besides giving a broad variety of businesses the green light to open their doors, the governor said in
May he “welcomes” sports teams that might want to practice or play here. He is also pushing hard to
host the Republican National Convention after North Carolina expressed health concerns over
holding it in Charlotte. But all the while, a multitude of state offices remain closed.
 
“We want football, we want baseball, we want wrestling, but you won’t open up your own offices?”
said Philip Garine, 50, of Delray Beach. “DeSantis won’t contract the virus, but it’s ok for me?”
 
Union officials echo the sentiment.
 
“I think that’s a very good question for Governor DeSantis,” said Kelly Benjamin, communications
director for the American Federation of State, County & Municipal Employees union.
 
Benjamin said he has been unable to obtain a possible date when the state might reopen
government offices. But he said the union does not, and will not, support workers returning to the
workplace until the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says it is safe. And he doesn’t think it
is fair to ask the public to take risks that its own government will not.
 
“No, absolutely not,” he said. “I think a lot of business owners, and especially in the service industry
... people are hurting, and DeSantis is hearing about it, and he’s making decisions based upon a lot of
emotion coming from the public and not medical data.”
 







No doubt many Floridians, particularly those who have been unable to access unemployment
benefits, are elated to have the opportunity to return to the workplace. But for people like Garine,
health concerns are as important as income.
 
“They want me to go serve burgers so I don’t collect unemployment, or let me get a fatal disease
and die, but they can’t be open?” he said of DeSantis’ office. “It’s like a terrorist leader saying, ‘Yeah,
go blow yourself up, it’s for the good of the country — but I’m going to stay here and oversee things
where it’s safe.’”
 
The fact that Florida’s unemployment system has been heavily taxed by 2 million unemployment
claims could certainly be one reason to rush a statewide reopening, said Democratic U.S. Rep. Lois
Frankel of West Palm Beach. And getting people back to work would not only save the state money
but take some of the heat off of DeSantis for not fixing the broken unemployment system that has
failed so many.
 
“Yes, I mean that’s obvious,” Frankel said. “There is a certain political philosophy at play. DeSantis
follows the president in every way possible. That’s the president’s position, and I think he’s taking it:
reopen everything regardless of the health risks.”
 
Except the offices in the state he governs.
 
Despite the ongoing threat of coronavirus, Frankel said it is unrealistic to keep people inside much
longer, and that the state has to get back on track economically. But she thinks DeSantis could do a
better job of leading by example, like wearing a mask when he is out in public.
 
“You have to balance that with the reality that we’re not going to have a vaccine or a cure any time
soon,” she said. “We have to figure out some way to let people get out and about, as long as we can
do it safely and people understand the risks. Let science, and not politics, guide us.”
 
 
Like DeSantis’ office, Frankel’s office is closed for walk-ins. She said she is seeing people by
appointment, as are most government offices that are handling business by phone, email, internet
or video. And she supports DeSantis’ decision not to bring employees back to offices until the threat
of coronavirus subsides.
 
“I don’t fault him for not opening government buildings where it’s not safe, but he should be more
truthful in letting people know what the risks are,” she said.
 
The most important thing is to ensure the health of employees, she said, pointing out that many
government offices are still serving the public’s needs, even though brick-and-mortar offices may
not be as publicly accessible as they once were.
 
Indeed, places like the DMV and state licensing boards are doing much of their business either by
appointment or electronically. Agriculture and Consumer Services Commissioner Nikki Fried said that
is probably best for now.







 
“In the past two weeks there are numerous increases of positive cases and positive test result
percentage,” she said of upticks in infections amid reopenings. “I don’t think we can honestly look at
the data and say there’s no potential COVID-19 rebound.”
 
Fried, whose office is also closed to the public, said she is concerned for those who are returning to
work in close quarters with other people like they did before the pandemic.
 
“We all want Florida to re-open and get back to normal, but we have to do it safely, cautiously, and
without risking lives,” she said. “For people to make sound health decisions, we have to trust the
data, and given the data inconsistencies, lack of transparency, and concerns of health experts, I’m
skeptical.”
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Former Senate President Don Gaetz is joining the Florida Commission on
Ethics.


On Tuesday, current Senate President Bill Galvano announced he was
appointing the Niceville Republican to the panel for a term beginning July 1
2020, and ending June 30, 2022.


“For President Gaetz, raising the ethical standards applied to those in public
office is a lifelong commitment. During his decade of service in the Florida
Senate, President Gaetz authored numerous pieces of transformational ethics
reform legislation that strengthened Florida’s laws to ensure public officials at
all levels of government are held accountable to the people they represent,”
Galvano said.


First Shot







“President Gaetz also spearheaded reforms that strengthened ethical standards
within Florida’s Legislature, implementing lobbyist compensation audits and
formalizing residency requirements for lawmakers,” he continued. “In 2018,
Florida voters overwhelmingly approved an amendment authored by President
Gaetz, which cements several significant reform measures as part of our State
Constitution. I am honored to appoint President Gaetz to represent the Florida
Senate in this important role.”


In addition to Amendment 12, which Gaetz pushed during his time on the
Constitution Revision Commission, he championed several notable ethics bills
in the Legislature.


Among them were measures placing elected officials' financial disclosures
online; allowing the Ethics Commission to initiate investigations based on
referrals from the Governor, FDLE or state attorneys; and strengthening anti-
nepotism rules, voting conflict standards, and the lobbying ban.


“It is the capstone of my public life to represent the Senate on the Ethics
Commission,” Gaetz said. “I look forward to playing a part as our state
implements the high ethical standards voters have added to our Constitution. I
won’t be satisfied, and neither should our citizens, until Florida is known as
having the nation’s most honest and most transparent government from city
hall to the courthouse to the state house.”


___


The Jacksonville 2020 Host Committee is starting to fill out.


On Tuesday, the committee leading the efforts to host the Republican National
Convention said it was bringing in Attorney General Ashley Moody, Chief
Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis and Jacksonville City Councilmember
Leanna Maria Gutierrez Cumber.


"Jacksonville is an incredibly special part of our State and we are thrilled to
share it with a national and global audience," Moody said.


Patronis added, "The more than $100 million impact this Convention will have
on Northeast Florida is a welcome boost for the economy and local
businesses.”


Cumber followed the same track, praising the economic boon the RNC could
be for the First Coast.


"The opportunities this convention will bring to our small businesses and
tourism industry will have immediate and long term impacts for the people of
Jacksonville," she said.


Moody, Patronis and Cumber replace members who have left the committee,
including Leon Haley of UF Health Jacksonville, Vaughn McLaughlin of the
Potter’s House Church.


Still, the committee is jam-packed with politicos and deep-pocketed donors.







Jax Mayor Lenny Curry and lobbyist Brian Ballard are co-chairs. Also on
board is Moody’s predecessor, Pam Bondi; U.S. Reps. John Rutherford and
Michael Waltz; Senate President Galvano and President-Designate Wilton
Simpson; House Speaker José Oliva and Speaker-Designate Chris Sprowls.


  


Positive cases:


— 101,306 FL residents (+3,259 since Monday)


— 2,200 Non-FL residents (+30 since Monday)


Origin:


— 2,373 Travel related


— 42,606 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,321 Both


— 54,006 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 13,318 in FL


Deaths:


— 3,237 in FL


Coronavirus Numbers


  


Total claims: 2,623,888


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,422,501


— Claim verification queue: 119,725


— Claims processed: 2,302,776


— Claims paid: 1,526,141 1,470,576 (+55,565 since Sunday)


Total paid out: $7.24 billion (+$100 million since Sunday)


Unemployment Numbers


  


1. “Donald Trump tells aides he supports second round of stimulus checks,
but White House divisions remain” via Jeff Stein, Josh Dawsey and Erica
Weaver of The Washington Post


Evening Reads
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2. "Anthony Fauci says ‘it will be when not if’ for a COVID-19 vaccine"
via The Associated Press


3. “E.U. may bar American travelers as it reopens borders, citing failures
on virus” via Martina Stevis-Gridneff of The New York Times


4. “COVID-19 has ‘exacerbated educational disparities’ for Black
students, former Education Secretary tells Congress” via Allison Winter of
the Florida Phoenix


5. “What economists fear most during this recovery” via Neil Paine and
Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux of FiveThirtyEight


6. “As Trump again raises threat of federal force in D.C., Muriel Bowser’s
police clear ‘autonomous zone’” via Julie Zauzmer and Fenit Nirappil of The
Washington Post


7. “‘Maoist, Marxist weirdos’ driving protest ‘mobs’, claims Marco
Rubio” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


8. “Court rejects challenge to confederate monument move” via Jim
Saunders of News Service of Florida


9. “Toppling of statues triggers reckoning over nation’s history” via
Andrew Restuccia and Paul Kiernan of The Wall Street Journal


10. "Miami's Adrienne Arsht Center to host October presidential debate"
via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


11. "Miami Mayor says presidential debate may not have audience” via
Marc Caputo of POLITICO


12. "Health experts emphasize drop in acuity of COVID-19 cases" via
Renzo Downey of Florida Politics


13. "Ron DeSantis moves to stop 'dance party USA' as COVID-19 cases
rise" via Arek Sarkissian of POLITICO Florida


14. “Health experts emphasize drop in acuity of COVID-19 cases” via
Renzo Downey of Florida Politics


15. “Florida unemployment filings slow in past week” via Drew Dixon of
Florida Politics


16. “DeSantis to bars and restaurants: Follow social distancing guidelines,
or else” via Kirby Wilson and Lawrence Mower of the Tampa Bay Times


17. “State sends message as it suspends bar’s license” via Jim Turner of the
News Service of Florida


18. “Several FL universities are planning for less face-to-face instruction
and fewer kids in dorms this fall” via Isaac Morgan of the Florida Phoenix
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19. “How bad did air traffic crash in April? 96% in Orlando” via Scott
Powers of Florida Politics


20. "U.S. Attorney Lawrence Keefe tests positive for COVID-19" via Drew
Wilson of Florida Politics


21. "Jacksonville shows another triple-digit increase in COVID-19 cases"
via Drew Dixon of Florida Politics


22. "UF Health CEO Haley will leave RNC host committee" via Mike
Mendenhall of the Jacksonville Daily Record


  


“With the alarming increase in COVID-19 cases in Florida, I thank the Palm
Beach County Commission for their decision regarding mask-wearing. Their
action today will save lives. Gov. [Ron] DeSantis should follow their lead.” —
U.S. Rep. Lois Frankel, on Palm Beach County’s mask requirement.


Quote of the Day
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  Bill Day's Latest
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  Breakthrough Insights
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From: North Florida AIDS Education and Training Center
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: North Florida AETC July 2020 Newsletter
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2020 10:02:46 AM


FLORIDA AETC JULY NEWSLETTER


The latest in HIV care information: curricula, training resources,
webinars, and more.


Major Upcoming Events
HIV Enduring Credit Opportunities
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This course and its modules are designed to help you obtain Continuing Education
credits from the comfort of your own home or office! Southeast AETC and the North
Florida AETC office have come together to compile some of our most well-received
and requested topics and archive them, to provide participants with the opportunity
to gain new knowledge and skills in the realm of HIV care and patient care and to
earn Continuing Education credits on your own schedule.


Click Learn More for information on how to get started and to enroll in the course.


Learn More


Haitian-American Pharmacists Association
Conference 2020 HIV Care and Treatment
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Click below to register for the Haitian American Pharmacists Association Conference
2020 HIV Care and Treatment


Day 1-Saturday, August 1st 9:30-3:00 EDT & Day 2-Saturday, August 8th 9:30-3:00 EDT


Register Day 1 Register Day 2


Online Learning Curriculum
Online Learning Made Simple
Developed by the Southeast AETC in collaboration with multiple HIV experts across the
Southeast, this online learning curriculum is a free self-paced learning and educational
resource. The courses developed are curated to follow the mission of the AIDS Education
and Training Centers (AETC) Program to increase the number of health care providers
who are effectively educated and motivated to counsel, prevent, diagnose, treat and
medically manage people with HIV and to help end the HIV epidemic. Free CEU credits
are available for some of the courses.
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Curriculum Offered:


Learn More


Connect on the Web



MULTICULTURAL MONDAY'S:


Prevención de VIH con Parejas
Latinas Heterosexuales


(this webinar presented in Spanish)


7/27/2020 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM EDT


Click here to register
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HIV and COVID-19
7/22/2020


Immediate ART
Initiation
7/29/2020


Cultural Humility and Medical
Mistrust in Black Populations


8/5/2020 


Supporting Black Patients and Providers
Archived Webinar: COVID-19 and Medical Mistrust in the Black Community


African American Hepatitis C Action Day (National)
Saturday, July 25, 2020 (All day) (Open Event)
Event type: Awareness Days


National Black Nurses Association Annual Institute and
Conference (National, Florida)
Tuesday, July 28, 2020 (All day) to Sunday, August 2, 2020 (All day) (Open Event)
Event type: Conferences & Events


National Medical Association Convention & Scientific Assembly
[VIRTUAL] (Online, National)
Saturday, August 1, 2020 (All day) to Wednesday, August 5, 2020 (All day) (Open Event)
Event type: Conferences & Events


Upcoming National AETC Events
Source: National Coordinating Resource Center AETC Calendar


Substance Use and Harm Reduction During COVID-19 (Online)
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Thursday, July 16, 2020 - 2:00pm to 3:00pm EDT (Open Event)
MidAtlantic AETC
Event type: Webinars


Dealing with Agitation & Other Difficult Behaviors, Webinar, Social Work
Series (Online)
Friday, July 17, 2020 - 12:00pm to 1:00pm EDT (Open Event)
Northeast/Caribbean AETC
Event type: Webinars


Correctional Mental Health Care Conference 2020 [Virtual] (Online, National)
Monday, July 20, 2020 (All day) to Tuesday, July 21, 2020 (All day) (Open Event)
Event type: Conferences & Events


International AIDS Society (IAS) Update 2020 (Online, National)
Tuesday, July 21, 2020 - 6:00pm to 8:30pm EDT (Open Event)
New England AETC
Event type: Webinars


World Hepatitis Day (National)
Tuesday, July 28, 2020 (All day) (Open Event)
Event type: Awareness Days


Roadmap for COVID-19 Vaccine Development (Online, National)
Thursday, July 30, 2020 - 2:00pm to 3:00pm EDT (Open Event)
MidAtlantic AETC
Event type: Webinars


American Psychological Association Annual Convention (Online, National)
Thursday, August 6, 2020 (All day) to Saturday, August 8, 2020 (All day) (Open Event)
Event type: Conferences & Events


New AETC Webinars on Demand
Source: MidAtlantic AETC, New England AETC, Midwest AETC


New England AETC
Structural Inequity: discusses racial and ethnic disparities in the time of COVID-19,
highlights data on disparities in COVID-19 diagnosis and mortality, and reviews similar
data from other infectious diseases, including HIV.  Register


COVID-19 and Homelessness: reviews the growing multi-faceted challenges, including
HIV, substance use disorder, and hepatitis C virus facing the homeless population in the
time of the pandemic. Register


MidAtlantic AETC
Science and Law - Navigating through COVID-19: Faculty experts in the fields of
biology, medicine, law, and informatics from the University of Pittsburgh Graduate School
of Public Health and School of Medicine explore COVID-19 from their unique
perspectives. Register


Midwest AETC (MATEC)
CROI Update on the COVID-19 Pandemic - What Clinicians Need to Know: Overview
of COVID-19 for HIV providers from CROI 2020. Register


Stay Up to Date by Visiting the SE AETC Website's Calendar of Events
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot  in Florida politics — 6.18.20 — Burnin’ today: Casey DeSantis,


Brooks, Chronister, Giménez, Curry, Bolton
Date: Thursday, June 18, 2020 4:01:06 AM


First Lady Casey DeSantis highlighted the mental health services
Florida is providing for free amid the coronavirus pandemic.


Mental health advocates have seen the First Lady as an ally throughout
her husband's term. In a Wednesday news release, she and the
Governor's Office highlighted more than a dozen state and national
services from seven state agencies and beyond providing mental health
assistance during the pandemic.


“Mental health must always be an important point of emphasis in
disaster response and recovery — especially for individuals already
suffering from mental health issues, individuals affected by the disaster
directly and health care workers and first responders,” DeSantis said.
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“In Florida, I am proud of the steps being taken by several state
agencies during the COVID-19 public health emergency to offer mental
health services and support.”


First Lady Casey DeSantis is highlighting free mental health services amid the
COVID-19 pandemic.


To expand and spread the news about behavioral health services, state
agencies have coordinated with the Division of Emergency
Management (DEM), under the direction of Director Jared Moskowitz,
and Department of Health (DOH), under Surgeon General Scott
Rivkees.


“We are committed to eliminating disparities in the availability and
accessibility of mental health programs for all Floridians, including those
engaged in essential activities,” Rivkees said. “Our teams of public
health professionals, health care providers and first responders will
have access to these effective mental health resources to stay healthy
as they work to keep our state healthy during this unprecedented time.”


But with the Governor facing questions on where to cut up to $1 billion
from the $93.2 billion spending plan, mental health and substance
abuse advocates are wondering whether to read the unprecedented
announcement from the First Lady as a sign of support from within the
administration or an early apology.


Much of the state's behavioral health budget is tied up in nonrecurring
revenue that's been approved year after year, a relic of prior
administrations, the Great Recession and House budget rules that keep
nonrecurring project funding in that pot. For the 2020-2021 fiscal year,
the Florida TaxWatch is recommending the Governor veto all member
projects that don't benefit the people of Florida. And if behavioral health
services don't get the same priority as other health care projects, crisis
stabilization beds, substance abuse services and other central services
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could be slashed from the state's expenses.


Assignment editors — Florida TaxWatch will host a virtual news
conference for the release of its latest report, “Bringing Florida’s Budget
Back from COVID-19: A Roadmap for a Responsible Recovery,” which
outlines major short and long-term budget and policy recommendations
to ensure Florida’s strong and responsible recovery from the fiscal
impacts the pandemic, 10:30 a.m., Virtual News Conference Hosted via
Zoom — us02web.zoom.us. Meeting ID: 881 4764 1708. The event
password can be obtained through McKinley Lewis via email at
mckinley@on3pr.com or (813) 469-4538.


“Ron DeSantis’ plans to rework state’s $93.2B budget could violate
constitution” via Gray Rohrer of the Orlando Sentinel — DeSantis’
plan to balance the $92.3 billion state budget with federal dollars and
vetoes could violate Florida’s Constitution because it would shut out the
Legislature from the process. DeSantis said Tuesday a special session
likely won’t be needed to rework the spending plan, despite the massive
drops in revenue brought on by the coronavirus pandemic. DeSantis
said he believes a large number of vetoes he’s planning, combined with
Florida’s $4 billion in reserves and some leeway from the federal
government in spending CARES Act money, will allow him to make up
for any shortfalls.


  


Juneteenth — 1; Belmont Stakes rescheduled — 2; Father’s Day — 3;
Apple to hold Developer Conference — 4; NBA training camp — 12;
“The Outpost” with Orlando Bloom and Scott Eastwood premieres —
15; NBA teams travel to Orlando — 19; Major League Soccer will return
to action — 20; Disney World Magic Kingdom & Animal Kingdom to
reopen — 23; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios to reopen —
27; Federal taxes due — 27; “Mulan” premieres — 36; TED conference
rescheduled — 37; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet” premieres — 43; NBA
season restart in Orlando — 43; Democratic National Convention in
Milwaukee begins — 60; Florida primaries for 2020 state
legislative/congressional races — 61; NBA draft lottery — 66; Indy 500
rescheduled — 66; Republican National Convention begins in Charlotte
— 68; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 71; “A Quiet Place Part II”
premieres — 78; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 79;
Rescheduled date for French Open — 96; First presidential debate in
Indiana — 106; "Wonder Woman" premieres — 106; Preakness Stakes
rescheduled — 107; First vice presidential debate at the University of
Utah — 114; NBA season ends (last possible date) — 116; Second
presidential debate scheduled at the University of Michigan — 119;
NBA draft — 119; Wes Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres
— 120; NBA free agency — 122; Third presidential debate at Belmont
— 128; 2020 General Election — 138; “Black Widow” premieres — 142;


Days until
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NBA 2020-21 training camp — 145; Florida Automated Vehicles
Summit — 152; “No Time to Die” premieres — 159; NBA 2020-21
opening night — 166; “Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 208; Super
Bowl LV in Tampa — 234; New start date for 2021 Olympics — 400;
“Jungle Cruise” premieres — 409; “Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel
premieres — 505; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 603; “Doctor
Strange in the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 645; “Black
Panther 2” premieres — 687; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse”
sequel premieres — 841.


  


“Officer charged with murder for shooting Rayshard Brooks” via
Kate Brumback of The Associated Press — Prosecutors brought
murder charges against the white Atlanta police officer who shot
Brooks in the back, saying that Brooks was not a deadly threat and
that the officer kicked the wounded black man and offered no medical
treatment for over two minutes as he lay dying on the ground. Brooks
was holding a stun gun he had snatched from officers, and he fired it at


America smoldering
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them during the clash, but he was running away at the time and was 18
feet, 3 inches from Officer Garrett Rolfe when Rolfe started shooting,
District Attorney Paul Howard said in announcing the charges. Stun
guns have a range of around 15 feet.


Tweet, tweet:


“Senate GOP unveils policing bill that would discourage, but not
ban, tactics such as chokeholds and no-knock warrants” via Seung
Min Kim and John Wagner of The Washington Post — Senate
Republicans unveiled a policing bill that would discourage, but not ban,
tactics such as chokeholds and no-knock warrants, offering a
competing approach to legislation being advanced by House
Democrats that includes more directives from Washington. The
Republican proposal, which Senate leaders said would be considered
on the floor next week, veers away from mandating certain policing
practices, as the Democratic plan does. Congress is divided over the
legislative remedies to police brutality months before the election. The
legislation requires local law enforcement agencies to report all officer-
involved deaths to the FBI and it encourages broader use of body-worn
cameras for officers and de-escalation training.


“A monumental shift” via Christine Emba and The Washington Post —
In the weeks that followed the George Floyd incident, the marches and
demonstrations have expanded in size and scope. In 50 states and 18
countries, protesters have sparked a long-delayed conversation about
structural racism, persistent inequality and the long history of white
supremacy that has enabled injustice to persist. Confederate memorials
marked the streets and squares in which they stood as white-dominated
territory but protesters are now reclaiming those spaces as their own.
Other monuments are being challenged as well. Columbus is now
recognized by many as a violent colonizer who brutally subjugated
indigenous populations, killing and enslaving thousands in the
Caribbean and South America.
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“An older generation of civil-rights activists sees hope, lessons in
today’s protests” via Lee Hawkins and Melissa Korn of The Wall
Street Journal — Many of the activists of America’s earlier civil-rights
movement are watching the unfolding protests, spurred by the killing of
George Floyd and reignited by the shooting of Brooks in Atlanta this
past weekend with hopefulness and amazement. From their
experiences and from the decades since then, many see differences
this time around that give them hope. “We had an agenda. We knew
what we wanted to accomplish,” said Phyllis Kirk, a retired attorney
who worked as a community advocate and joined the Black Panther
Party in the late 1960s. “I don’t know if these young people today have
that kind of initiative. We know what the problem is, but what is the
solution?”


“Charleston officials to remove statue of slavery advocate” via Meg
Kinnard and Jeffrey Collins of The Associated Press — Despite a South
Carolina law protecting monuments, officials in the historic city of
Charleston announced that they plan to remove a statue of slavery
advocate John C. Calhoun from a downtown square. Mayor John
Tecklenburg announced he will send a resolution to the City Council to
remove the statue at a news conference on the fifth anniversary of the
slaying of eight black church members and their pastor in Dylann
Roof’s racist attack at a downtown Charleston church. The move
comes as monuments to Confederates and other historical figures who
repressed or oppressed other people are being removed across the
country. The Rev. Nelson Rivers said Calhoun “represents Dylann
Roof to us” and said Charleston leaders should defy the unjust Heritage
Act and remove the statue.


Despite a South Carolina law protecting monuments, officials in the historic city of
Charleston plans to remove a statue of slavery advocate John C. Calhoun. Image
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via AP.


  


“Florida police chiefs create panel to go beyond ‘can’t-wait’
reforms” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Police chiefs in St.
Petersburg, Tampa, and Orlando are among those on a new Florida
Police Chiefs Association panel to recommend statewide police reforms
beyond eight the association already calls “can’t-wait guidelines”
including bans on chokeholds. The association is directing its new
Subcommittee on Accountability and Societal Change, initially with 12
members, to use as a starting point the eight can’t-wait guidelines and
build from there. Some can’t-wait guidelines, adopted by the
association earlier this month, include: banning officers’ use of
chokeholds and strangleholds, requiring officers to de-escalate
situations, where possible, by communicating with subjects, maintaining
distance, and otherwise eliminating the need to use force, requiring that
officers give a verbal warning in all situations before using deadly force.


“Want to ‘defund’ a Florida sheriff? Except in Miami-Dade, there
are roadblocks” via Lawrence Mower of the Herald/Times Tallahassee
Bureau — It has become a familiar rallying cry at protests over police
abuses across the country: “Defund the police.” In Florida, it won’t be so
easy. Altering the budgets of Florida’s 66 elected sheriffs is difficult — if
not impossible. County commissioners set sheriffs’ budgets across the
state, but they have little say over how sheriffs spend the money. And if
sheriffs don’t like the budget commissioners give them, they can appeal
their budget to the governor and Cabinet, which have favored sheriffs
over the last few decades. “Good luck if you’re going to try to defund a
sheriff’s office,” said Robert Sullivan, a retired Pasco County Sheriff’s
Office captain and professor at St. Leo University. “It is a powerful,
powerful entity, the Florida sheriff.”


“Hillsborough sheriff changes mind after protests, seeks full-time
body cameras” via Tony Marrero of the Tampa Bay Times — The
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office is a step closer to outfitting its
deputies with body-worn cameras. The County Commission voted 6-1
to allow Sheriff Chad Chronister to put out a new request for proposals
to purchase cameras that would run full time, not just when a deputy
draws a sidearm or stun gun, as Chronister originally planned. The
system would be more expensive, but worth it, Chronister told
commissioners. He said the recent death of Floyd by Minneapolis police
made him decide to change course. The Sheriff’s Office first put out a
request for proposals from camera vendors last summer. After months
of evaluation, Chronister told commissioners, he decided to go with a
holster-activated system that started capturing video when deputies pull
their service weapons or stun gun.


Florida reax
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“The Hallandale Beach SWAT team quit amid union negotiations.
Was it a stand — or a stunt?” via Rafael Olmeda of the South Florida
Sun-Sentinel — Did they take a stand, or did they pull a stunt? Last
week’s decision by all 10 members of the Hallandale Police Department
SWAT team to resign from their roles cost each about $3,000 per year,
but it comes as the department and the city negotiate a new contract
with the union to replace the one that expired more than 18 months
ago. The city’s vice mayor, Sabrina Javellana, has been critical of the
department especially in the wake of the death of George Floyd. She
said Tuesday she felt vindicated when Hallandale Police Chief Sonia
Quiñones halted scheduled talks with the SWAT team members,
saying that a discussion about political messages and preparedness
had degenerated into a labor dispute.


“Jacksonville City Councilman files to rename Hemming Park” via
Clayton Freeman of The Florida Times-Union — Jacksonville City
Councilman Garrett Dennis filed legislation to rename Hemming Park
downtown in honor of James Weldon Johnson, following a wave of
recent protests and the removal of the Confederate monument formerly
located within the park. Dennis, the council’s representative for District
9, made the announcement on what would have been Johnson’s 149th
birthday. The news comes one day after the Duval County School
Board voted unanimously to consider renaming six Jacksonville schools
named after military or political figures of the Confederacy.


“Divided Lake Worth Beach commission takes step toward task
force on racism” via Jorge Milian of The Palm Beach Post — The Lake
Worth Beach City Commission narrowly agreed Tuesday night to meet
next week and discuss creating a task force that would tackle systemic
racism in the city. But the 3-2 vote and heated rhetoric during debate of
the issue reflected the sharp divisions on the commission and the
obstacles the board must overcome if it is to proceed with a task force,
which the community appears to support. Commissioner Herman
Robinson’s proposal calls for a 10- to 20-person panel formed to study
issues connected to race in the wake of national and international
protests following the death of George Floyd at the hands of
Minneapolis police.


“Destroyed signs don’t stop Niceville teens and young adults from
Black Lives Matter movement” via Savannah Evanoff of the NWF
Daily News — Hundreds of protesters marched from Niceville City Hall
to the Niceville Skate Park on Sunday afternoon in support of the
amplified Black Lives Matter movement following the murder of Floyd.
Among them were many Niceville High School students and alumni,
some of whom had recently spent days making Black Lives Matter
signs they placed along the fencing around Niceville High School. They
received permission from Principal Charlie Marello after being denied
permission to place signs on the pedestrian overpass. But as they
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marched for a cause they believed in, someone dug their heels in hard
against them — stealing the majority of the signs and leaving others in
shambles on the ground.


Destroyed ‘Black Lives Matter’ signs are not deterring Niceville teens and young
adults from getting their message out. Image via the Northwest Florida Daily


News.


“Serene retreat or racist reminder? Some people think Plantation
should change its name” via Austen Erblat and Rebecca Schneid of
the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The name seemed so bucolic six
decades ago: Plantation. When the western Broward city was created
in 1953, it was promoted as an idyllic refuge from the hubbub in Miami
and Fort Lauderdale. The image is more complicated today. “That
name would have struck a chord,” FAU professor Evan Bennett said.
“For Americans in the 20th century, that name comes to represent that
sort of rural, rustic ideal. And a lot of the early advertising for the town
of Plantation homes focused on getting away from the city, which in
some ways is a code for ‘getting away from people of color who are in
places like Fort Lauderdale and Miami,’ and of course, when it’s
established, it’s established as a segregated community.”
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—@DavidPlouffe: She’s right about that. This is a series of governor’s
races much more than a national election. [Joe] Biden does have leads
in the battlegrounds too. But he’s not above 50 in many. They will
tighten. Act accordingly.


—@NewtGingrich: During the Anthem, kneeling is a statement against
the symbol of America's Freedom and is the wrong way to protest.
Especially in front of our proud military personnel. No athlete would
dare take a knee during the Chinese national anthem.


—@SteveSchale: Well this [Donald] Trump clip praising China on the
virus responds from February now makes sense.


—@TanzinaVega: As we have this "National Conversation About
Race" remember that POC are not unpaid racism educators. We need
white Americans to do the reading, take notes and then ask specific
questions of each other.


Situational awareness
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—@CharlieKirk11: The left would rather cancel a bottle of syrup than a
Democrat Governor who actually wore blackface. Think about that for a
second.


—@KathyCastorFL: As we mourn the lives taken from us so tragically
and senselessly, we must honor them by taking steps to change our
country. We must dismantle the systems of oppression that Black
Americans face every day. We must disarm hate and racism.


—@MikeStucka: Johns Hopkins says the week ending April 18
claimed 15,468 lives. A single week of coronavirus killed 24 percent
more Americans than the entire first year of the H1N1 pandemic.


—@NikkiFried: Florida’s rate of positive #COVID19 cases Tuesday
was 10.3%. That is the danger zone, according to health experts.
Floridians, I implore you to wear masks and continue social distancing
— just because a place is open, doesn’t mean it’s safe to go there.


—@UcfJag: New York: We bent the curve! New Jersey: We bent the
curve! Florida: You should have been more specific about which
direction we were supposed to bend the curve!


—@CarlosGSmith: I spoke w/county DOH officials today. Their
contact tracing connects the surge in new COVID-19 cases (especially
in young people near @UCF) directly to bars, nightclubs & pubs.
Unfortunately, some bar owners flagrantly violated the 50% rules that
no one seems to be enforcing.


—@NateMonroe: Gotta love this: Lawmakers tweet COVID-truther
headlines and tough-guy pictures of their guns but are too scared to
return to Tallahassee to do their jobs — because constituents are angry
and demand change.







  


“Florida reports another 2,610 coronavirus cases; death toll
passes 3,000” via Tiffini Theisen of the Orlando Sentinel — Florida
reported an additional 2,610 coronavirus cases Wednesday as the
statewide death toll surpassed 3,000. There have now been 82,719
infections and 3,018 deaths, which includes an additional 25 fatalities
reported compared with a day earlier. DeSantis’ office attributes the
increases to expanded testing. On Wednesday, another 25,462 tests
were logged for a total of 1,486,759 tests since the pandemic began.
The daily positive rate was 10.3%. Three of the newly reported deaths
were in Central Florida. This brings the region’s death toll to 257.


“Models show virus growing in Florida in the coming months” via
Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — According to a model produced in
association with the University of Washington, the state could
experience 54,000 daily infections and 438 daily deaths on Oct. 1.
Meanwhile, an independently produced model puts the peak of new
cases at 8,000 per day in mid-July and dropping below 5,000 by Oct. 1


Corona Florida
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and daily fatalities hitting 58 in early August and dropping to 43 by
October. Both models, which reflect estimated cases rather than
confirmed cases, show the state in the early days of a second
resurgence. DeSantis has attributed the rising number of cases to
expanded testing and communities where people live in close
conditions, such as the prison system, agriculture and airports.


—“Why are COVID cases rising in Florida?” via Molly Olmsted of
Slate


“Farmworkers: DeSantis’ remarks ‘shameful’” via Ana Ceballos of
the News Service of Florida — Farmworkers are pushing back after
DeSantis said clusters of “overwhelmingly Hispanic” day laborers and
agriculture workers are the source for Florida’s recent surge in
coronavirus cases. The Governor told reporters that migrant workers
and Hispanic construction workers have been testing positive for
COVID-19, in part, because of cramped living and working conditions.
“Some of these guys go to work in a school bus, and they are all just
packed there like sardines, going across Palm Beach County or some
of these other places, and there’s all these opportunities to have
transmission,” DeSantis said during a press conference in Tallahassee.


Florida farmworkers are not taking lightly Ron DeSantis’ comments about their
community and coronavirus.


“State boosts COVID-19 testing for long-term care workers” via
Christine Sexton of the News Service of Florida — Staff members at
nursing homes and assisted living facilities will be required to be tested
for COVID-19 every two weeks under a pair of emergency rules issued
by the DeSantis administration. Facilities that don’t comply with the
emergency rules could have their licenses revoked or suspended and
face administrative fines. “To have the periodic testing every two
weeks, that is more surveillance-style testing. You test once and you’re
negative, that’s great,” DeSantis said. “But you can get it two weeks
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later. So to constantly go back to the staff — which will be the entry
point for this — is something that is very, very significant.”


“Coronavirus ruined travel plans for 76% of Floridians” via Adrienne
Cutway of ClickOrlando.com — We could all use a vacation, but thanks
to the coronavirus pandemic, that likely won’t be happening soon for
most. A new survey found that 76% of Floridians had their travel plans
impacted due to the global COVID-19 situation. Of those, 40% had to
reschedule, while 39% opted to cancel their trip altogether. Traveling by
airplane or bus is considered an at-risk activity by the CDC so rather
than take public transportation, 11% of Floridians said they’d take a trip
in their car within a month and another 16% said they’d be down for a
road trip in the next two to three months. No matter the mode of travel,
the CDC recommends wearing facial coverings and practicing good
hand hygiene.


“Jimmy Patronis meets with firefighting leaders about statewide
COVID-19 response” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — Patronis
met with the executive boards of the Florida Fire Chiefs Association and
the Florida Professional Firefighters to receive a statewide update on
the COVID-19 response efforts, particularly as they relate to a
professional industry particularly vulnerable to the threat. “Today, I
heard from firefighters from across the state on their ongoing response
and recovery efforts related to COVID-19,” Patronis said. “My office
continues working with fire chiefs to capture and monitor vital data on
the impacts of the virus to their workforce, as the threat of exposure can
take fire personnel offline for extended periods of time.” Florida
recorded ten more deaths. The total death toll is now 3,110 deaths
including 3,018 Floridians.


“Florida unemployment office closes after employee tests positive
for COVID-19” via Lawrence Mower of the Tampa Bay Times — One of
the state unemployment offices in Tallahassee closed last week after
an employee tested positive for COVID-19. The employee works at the
Department of Economic Opportunity’s Northwood office, about 10
minutes away from its main headquarters near the Capitol. On
Thursday, the employee tested positive, and other employees in the
building were notified. The office closed the next day to disinfect all
desks, offices and common areas. Staff was allowed back into the
building on Saturday. State employees have been working around the
clock to process a historic surge in coronavirus-related unemployment
claims. More than 2.5 million unemployment claims have been filed
since March 15, and nearly 1.4 million people have started to be paid.
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Adding to the troubles at Tallahassee’s Northwood Department of Economic
Opportunity office, employees testing positive for coronavirus. Image via


Tallahassee Democrat.


“‘Either he’s dead or he’s been kidnapped’: ICE detainees go
‘missing’ amid coronavirus” via Monique Madan of the Miami Herald
— For the past six months Donald Brown has been held in U.S.
immigration custody, first at a detention center in Miami-Dade, then at a
facility in Glades County. But no matter where he was, the 62-year-old
Jamaican national unremittingly called his family at least three times a
day to check-in. His efforts to stay in touch grew as COVID-19 cases
continued to balloon in jails and prisons nationwide. But on June 1, the
calls stopped. Brown went missing. Brown’s family members and his
attorney called ICE dozens of times to no avail. ICE’s online detainee
locator was blank. “We started calling the morgue and funeral homes,”
his daughter said. “He always calls, so either he’s dead or he’s been
kidnapped.”


“Order opens door for future jury trials” via the News Service of
Florida — Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice Charles Canady issued
an order that could lead to the resumption of jury trials based on local
circumstances. Canady initially suspended criminal and civil jury trials in
March and subsequently extended the suspension through July 17. But
he issued an order setting up a process that would replace the blanket
suspension. The order is tied to courts moving into what is known as
“Phase 2” operations, which would involve limited personal contact and
use of protective measures. Under the order, criminal and civil jury trials
will remain suspended until 30 days after a circuit’s chief judge has
determined that the circuit or a county has made the transition to Phase
2.
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“Miami-Dade COVID numbers worsen. Mayor: People ‘too
comfortable’ ignoring mask rules” via Douglas Hanks of the Miami
Herald — Mayor Carlos Giménez cited worsening COVID-19 statistics
and warned of “some people getting a little too comfortable about not
wearing masks.” In a video message, Giménez warned that Miami-
Dade would start closing businesses if they didn’t enforce emergency
coronavirus rules requiring customers to wear masks. He also
speculated that two weeks of outdoor demonstrations against racial
injustice were likely contributing to the rising infection rate in Florida’s
largest county. A larger portion of coronavirus test results is also
coming back positive across the county.


To watch the video message, click on the image below:


“City Council and Mayor Lenny Curry assemble $5 million plan to


Corona local
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help JEA ratepayers and hard-hit businesses” via David Bauerlein of
The Florida Times-Union — A $2 million plan for helping JEA
ratepayers avoid utility cutoffs in three weeks moved closer to
happening as City Council members and Curry’s administration
crystallized details of the program. A separate relief plan calls for
adding $3 million to a popular program that aids business owners and
has a waiting list of 1,300 applicants who suffered losses because of
the COVID-19 pandemic. “It’s been a tremendous team effort to put this
together,” City Council member Ron Salem said during a meeting to go
over the proposals. The plan would provide up to $200 apiece to Duval
County households whose residents show they have lost at least 25
percent of their income since Feb. 29 as a direct result of the
pandemic’s impact on the economy.


“DeSantis said recent worker tests at Orlando International had
52% positive rate. Airport says it was 0.4%” via Jeff Weiner of the
Orlando Sentinel — DeSantis said something that might have startled
those with upcoming Central Florida travel plans: 500 workers at a local
airport were recently tested for COVID-19, with 260 coming back
positive — a rate of 52%. DeSantis didn’t specify at the time which
airport he was talking about. But the region’s biggest airport on
Wednesday issued a statement that says the governor’s positive rate
was way off. Phil Brown in the statement said the Florida Department
of Health did conduct 500 tests at Orlando International Airport over
three days last week. Just two of the tests in that batch came back
positive, he said — 0.4%.


“Tampa City Council cancels Thursday meeting due to virus
exposure” via Charlie Frago of the Tampa Bay Times — The
shutdowns of restaurants and bars across Tampa Bay in the last few
days due to coronavirus outbreaks has added the Tampa City Council,
which won’t meet Thursday for a workshop or evening meeting after city
workers were exposed to the virus. Chairman Guido Maniscalco made
the call to cancel the meetings late Wednesday at the recommendation
of Fire Chief Nick LoCicero and other emergency management
officials. Maniscalco said he had been informed that city workers had
been exposed to the virus but didn’t have any details due to patient
privacy laws. “It’s just out of an abundance of caution. Cases have been
rising all over the place,” Maniscalco said, explaining his decision. “I
don’t want to expose anybody.”


“USF won’t refund housing costs if virus causes campuses to
close again” via Divya Kumar of the Tampa Bay Times — Students in
University of South Florida residence halls will bear a heavy financial
risk this year, with the possibility of paying thousands of dollars for living
space they won’t be using. The university is requiring students to sign
an addendum to their yearlong housing contracts that state USF will not
offer refunds if on-campus housing needs to close early this year. If the
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COVID-19 outbreak worsened in the fall, forcing campuses to shut
down as they did in the spring, students would shoulder the financial
losses that come with that decision, not the university. Parents of USF
students have started an online petition demanding the university
reverse the new policy.


“Coronavirus cases up at Tampa Bay bars and restaurants, with
little guidance on how to handle” via Helen Freund of the Tampa Bay
Times — A number of St. Petersburg bars shuttered after their
employees tested positive for COVID-19, including nearby Park & Rec
DTSP and the Avenue. And in the days since, a growing number of
restaurants and bars across the Tampa Bay area have seen more
positive cases. The response from owners has varied widely. Some
have shut down while the entire staff undergoes testing. Others have
stayed open but say they are engaging in thorough cleaning, testing
and contact tracing measures. Some businesses temporarily closed
recently as a precaution but did not say whether employees there
tested positive for COVID-19.


“As coronavirus cases rise, hundreds turn out to Oviedo test site”
via Martin Comas and Ryan Gillespie of the Orlando Sentinel — By 1
p.m., three hours after the testing began in the parking lot at Carillon
Elementary, county health officials closed the site because they ran out
of a supply of 500 test kits. It was by far the greatest number of people
that Seminole officials have seen turn out to a test site since the
pandemic began in early March. The county plans to conduct more
testing at Carillon on Tuesday, June 23. “We’ve never seen demand
like this, nor have we tested as many as we have today [at a single
site],” said Ashley Moore, a county spokeswoman. In Orlando, Mayor
Buddy Dyer said testing has been “robust” at sites there also.
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“How exactly do you catch COVID-19? There is a growing
consensus” via Daniela Hernandez, Sarah Toy and Betsy McKay of
The Wall Street Journal — It’s not common to contract COVID-19 from
a contaminated surface, scientists say. And fleeting encounters with
people outdoors are unlikely to spread the coronavirus. Instead, the
major culprit is close-up, person-to-person interactions for extended
periods. Crowded events, poorly ventilated areas, and places where
people are talking loudly or singing, in one famous case, maximize the
risk. Two recent large studies showed that wide-scale lockdowns, stay-
at-home orders, bans on large gatherings, and business closures,
prevented millions of infections and deaths around the world. Now, with
more knowledge in hand, cities, and states can deploy targeted
interventions to keep the virus from taking off again, scientists and
public-health experts said.


Corona nation
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We are learning more about how to catch COVID-19. Touching contaminated
surfaces is not as dangerous as personal contact and extended exposure to


others. Image via Wall Street Journal.


“The ultimate COVID-19 mystery: Why does it spare some and kill
others?” via Joel Achenbach, Karin Brulliard and Ariana Eunjung Cha
of The Washington Post — The novel coronavirus can be a killer or no
big deal. It can put a person in the intensive care unit on a ventilator,
isolated from family, facing a lonely death or it can come and go without
leaving a mark, a ghost pathogen, more rumor than reality. Six months
into the pandemic, scientists are still trying to understand the wildly
variable nature of COVID-19, the disease caused by the virus. Much of
the research remains provisional or ambiguous, and for now, scientists
can’t do much better than say that COVID-19 is more likely to be worse
for older people and for those with chronic conditions such as high
blood pressure, diabetes, lung disease and heart disease.


“Coronavirus has come to Donald Trump country” via Philip Bump
of The Washington Post — If current trends hold, it is hard to see how
Florida will be able to present Trump with the event he wants to hold. In
fact, several states central to his reelection chances, including Florida
and Arizona, have recently seen sharp increases in new coronavirus
cases. In Arizona and Florida, the seven-day average of new cases is
more than double at around 150 percent. Trump’s decision to shift his
attention to Florida may end up being ironic: ditching North Carolina
because of its attempts to curtail the virus, which might tamp down the
risk in that state by the end of July even as Florida faces more risks as
coronavirus cases grow.


“Trump pushing officials to speed up already ambitious
coronavirus vaccine timeline” via Yasmeen Abutaleb, Josh Dawsey,
Laurie McGinley and Carolyn Y. Johnson of The Washington Post —
Trump, faced with multiple crises and falling poll numbers less than five
months before the presidential election, is prodding top health officials
to move faster on a historically ambitious timeline to approve a
coronavirus vaccine by year’s end. The goal is to instill confidence
among voters that the virus can be tamed and the economy fully
reopened under Trump’s stewardship. In a meeting last month with



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-il/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-ir/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-ir/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-iy/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-ij/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-ij/





Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar, Trump pushed Azar
repeatedly to speed up the already unprecedented timeline. The push
comes as Trump encourages states to reopen even as coronavirus
cases are rising in Southern and Western states.


“Anthony Fauci warns of coronavirus resurgence if states don’t
adhere to safety guidelines” via Stephanie Armour of The Wall Street
Journal — Fauci, the U.S. government’s top infectious-disease expert,
warned the nation risks a resurgence of coronavirus infections should
states fail to remain vigilant as they reopen their economies. “When I
look at the TV and I see pictures of people congregating at bars when
the location they are indicates they shouldn’t be doing that, that’s very
risky,” Dr. Fauci said. “People keep talking about a second wave,” he
added. “We’re still in a first wave.” Trump, who is planning a campaign
rally in Tulsa, Oklahoma, this weekend, has attributed more cases to an
increase in testing across the country.


Anthony Fauci is warning of a resurgence of coronavirus if we do not stick to
safety guidelines. Image via AP.


—“Doctors fear Arizona virus overload as hospital cases top N.Y.”
via Emma Court, John Tozzi and Breena Goth of Bloomberg


—“Oregon joins Florida, Texas in confronting COVID-19’s
resurgence” via Jonathan Levin and Olga Kharif of Bloomberg


—“Rural Alabama county fights virus outbreak with just one
doctor” via Margaret Newkirk and Danielle Bochove of Bloomberg


“To prepare for the next pandemic, the U.S. needs to change its
national security priorities, experts say” via Shane Harris and Missy
Ryan of The Washington Post — Three months after Trump declared a
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national emergency because of the coronavirus, officials and analysts
are asking whether national security should be dramatically
recalibrated, this time around the threat of a pandemic. “We need to
treat this moment like we treated 9/11, recognizing that we have a
massive vulnerability in which we have chronically underinvested,” said
Jeremy Konyndyk, a former senior official at the U.S. Agency for
International Development. Many former officials were pessimistic that
the Trump administration would make meaningful changes or learn
much from its response, which has been widely criticized as slow and
inept. Trump all but declared victory over the pandemic at a Rose
Garden ceremony on June 5.


“A mad scramble to stock millions of malaria pills, likely for
nothing” via Sheryl Gay Stolberg of The New York Times — The Food
and Drug Administration’s abrupt decision to revoke an emergency
waiver for two malaria drugs promoted by Trump as potential “game
changers” against the coronavirus has left 66 million doses stranded in
the federal stockpile — and officials do not yet know what they will do
with them. The FDA’s withdrawal of its “emergency use authorization”
for chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine did not go over well at the
White House, where top aides to Trump had rushed in March to fill the
federal stockpile. That included accepting a donation from the
pharmaceutical giant Bayer of three million tablets from a factory in
Pakistan that had not been certified by the FDA as safe.


  


“Jerome Powell urges Congress not to remove fiscal support too
fast” via Matthew Boesler of Bloomberg — Powell urged Congress not
to pull back too quickly on federal relief for households and small
businesses amid increasing debate over whether to extend temporary
programs that were put in place to shield them from the pandemic. “I
would think that it would be a concern if Congress were to pull back
from the support that it’s providing too quickly,” Powell said. Lawmakers
are debating whether to renew the fiscal-aid measures they’ve
approved for the millions of Americans who lost their jobs in recent
months as businesses closed to stem the spread of the virus. The
expanded unemployment insurance payments of $600 a week that
formed part of the relief package are set to expire on July 31.


Corona economics
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Jerome Powell is urging Congress not to ease up on financial support for the
economy. Image via AP.


“COVID-19 foreclosure ban for homeowners extended through
Aug. 31. But there’s a catch” via Rene Rodriguez of the Miami Herald
— Citing concerns over the economic impact of the coronavirus
shutdown, the Federal Housing Finance Agency has extended the
national moratorium on evictions and foreclosures to Aug. 31. The
current moratorium was set to expire on June 30. But there’s a catch.
The moratorium only applies to single-family mortgages backed by
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. The protection includes condo owners.
“To protect borrowers and renters during the pandemic we are
extending the Enterprises’ foreclosure and eviction moratorium, said
FHFA director Mark Calabria. “During this national health emergency,
no one should worry about losing their home.” Many homeowners or
landlords who obtained their mortgages through traditional lenders may
not know whether their mortgages are owned by Freddie or Fannie.


“With eviction freeze extension, Florida landlords wonder how
they’ll recover lost rent” via Emily Mahoney and Christopher
O’Donnell of the Tampa Bay Times — DeSantis ordered the statewide
stay on evictions April 2 and has twice extended it. The move was to
prevent out-of-work renters from becoming homeless, though his office
has stressed that it does not cancel rent obligations altogether.
Hundreds of eviction cases have stacked up in Florida courts since
then, leaving landlords fretting whether they will be able to recover the
thousands they are owed from unemployed tenants who may be unable
to pay ballooning back payments. Some also fear their tenants are
taking advantage. The CARES Act provided forbearance plans for
some property owners to delay mortgage payments, but only for those
whose loans are federally backed.
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“Gig workers face arrest and charges while delivering during
pandemic and curfews” via Faiz Siddiqui of The Washington Post —
The pandemic and protests that triggered widespread curfews have
added a new layer of risk for people conducting the essential work of
delivering food or groceries as gig workers. Newer risks build on an
already unseen pool of liability faced by most of these independent
contractors, who are not entitled to the benefits available to traditional
employees in what the companies say is an exchange for flexibility. The
risk can manifest in different ways: traffic tickets, higher insurance
rates, misdemeanor citations and even arrest. Companies say they are
merely technology platforms that connect consumers ordering food or
hailing rides with individuals willing to carry out the tasks. Those
performing the tasks aren’t employees, in the companies’ view, but
contractors.


“Coins are now in short supply.” via The New York Times —
Economic lockdowns meant to contain the coronavirus pandemic have
come with unusual side effects. Add this to the list: America’s banks are
running out of coins. “What’s happened is that with the partial closure of
the economy, the flow of coins through the economy, it has gotten all —
it’s kind of stopped,” Powell, the chair of the Federal Reserve, told
lawmakers while testifying on Capitol Hill, noting that places where
people exchange their quarters and pennies for cash and stores have
closed, disrupting the normal flow. “We’ve been aware of it, we’re
working with the Mint to increase supply, we’re working with the reserve
banks to get the supply to where it needs to be,” he said.


  


“John Bolton says Trump impeachment inquiry missed other
troubling actions” via Peter Baker of The New York Times — Bolton,


D.C. matters
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the former national security adviser, says in his new book that the
House in its impeachment inquiry should have investigated Trump not
just for pressuring Ukraine to incriminate his domestic foes but for a
variety of instances when he sought to intervene in law enforcement
matters for political reasons. Bolton describes several episodes where
the president expressed willingness to halt criminal investigations “to, in
effect, give personal favors to dictators he liked,” citing cases involving
major firms in China and Turkey. Bolton also adds a striking new
allegation by saying that Trump overtly linked trade negotiations to his
own political fortunes by asking President Xi Jinping of China to buy a
lot of American agricultural products to help him win farm states in this
year’s election.


John Bolton says there is a lot more to Donald Trump’s ‘troubling actions’ than the
impeachment inquiry uncovered.


“Trump said invading Venezuela would be ‘cool’ and called Guaidó
a ‘kid’ in new John Bolton book” via Alex Daugherty of the Miami
Herald — A new book by Trump’s former National Security Adviser
says the president waffled on his decision to recognize Juan Guaidó
as Venezuela’s legitimate leader over Nicolás Maduro within hours
after the initial announcement went public in January 2019. The
forthcoming book by Bolton, a high-ranking aide in multiple Republican
presidencies whose hawkish foreign policy views in Latin America align
with South Florida Republicans, presents the President as inconsistent
on Venezuela policy in excepts released Wednesday. At one point,
Trump said invading Venezuela would be “cool” and that the South
American nation was “really part of the United States,” according to
Bolton’s account. But at other times, the book says, the president
deviated from his administration’s anti-Maduro rhetoric in private.


“Trump voters want to protect Dreamers” via Anita Kumar of
POLITICO — A majority of Trump voters want to protect so-called
Dreamers from deportation, putting pressure on Trump to shield
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immigrants who were brought to the country illegally as children. The
poll indicates that wide swaths of registered voters support Dreamers
regardless of gender, education, income, ethnicity, religion and
ideology. That includes 68 percent of Republicans, 71 percent of
conservatives and 64 percent of those who approve of the job Trump is
doing. The findings highlight a looming political challenge for Trump as
he runs for a second term, partly to make good on his promises to
immigration hard-liners while looking to appeal to Hispanics and slicing
into the advantage Democrats have with them.


“Trump’s executive order on transportation could expedite Miami-
Dade monorail” via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — Trump
recently issued an Executive Order directing the Transportation
Secretary to expedite the development of large infrastructure projects,
streamlining the regulatory process and providing funding to help
projects break ground. The order is part of the Administration’s
economic recovery effort responding to the recent effects of the COVID-
19 closures. The additional federal funding could benefit several
transportation projects currently in the pipeline across the state,
including rapid transit in Miami-Dade County.


“Secretary of the Interior talks road, restoration projects during
visit to Fort Pickens” via Madison Arnold of the Pensacola News
Journal — Just two days after the road into Fort Pickens reopened
following Tropical Storm Cristobal, U.S. Secretary of the Interior David
Bernhardt visited the area and said a new bill working its way through
Congress could help the road be rebuilt if it were ever destroyed by a
hurricane. The road is frequently closed following storms, including for
about a week after Cristobal. If passed, the Great American Outdoors
Act would provide up to $1.9 billion each year between fiscal years
2021 and 2025 to provide deferred maintenance on public lands such
as Fort Pickens.


“Play ball? Marco Rubio hopes Major League Baseball can fill
cultural ‘void’” via AG Gancarski of Florida Politics — “America really
needs some unifying common experiences right now,” Rubio tweeted,
referring to MLB. Baseball wouldn’t “distract us from our challenges,”
Rubio added. It would “remind us of the things we have in common.”
“Baseball can help fill that void & I am cautiously optimistic we will
#playball very soon,” Rubio wrote. The Senator spoke to Major League
Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred, at a time when the players’
union and the league continue to dicker about terms of an abbreviated
season. The latest deliberations, as reported by Buster Olney of ESPN,
involve a potential 60-game season starting in July.


“Rick Scott’s new bill targets countries that hire Cuban doctors
through official ‘missions’” via Nora Gamez Torres of the Miami
Herald — A new bill introduced by U.S. Sen. Scott would target
countries that hire Cuban doctors through the “medical missions”
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controlled by the island’s government. The Cut Profits to the Cuban
Regime Act requires the State Department to publish the list of
countries that contract the doctors through the Cuban government and
to consider that as a factor in their ranking in the State Department’s
annual "Trafficking in Persons" report. Scott, who led the effort along
with Cuban American Sens. Rubio and Ted Cruz said the Cuban
government was participating “in the human trafficking of doctors” and
that any country that requests medical assistance from Cuba is aiding
such efforts.


“With storms in May, lawmaker wants a longer hurricane season”
via Mike Schneider of The Associated Press — Even though the six-
month Atlantic hurricane season lasts as long as a typical Major League
Baseball season, a Florida congresswoman thinks it needs to be
longer. U.S. Rep. Stephanie Murphy sent a letter to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration requesting that the start of the
official hurricane season be in mid-May. The current season goes from
June through November. In 2020, three tropical storms formed in mid-
May and the beginning of June, she said. NOAA has received the
congresswoman’s letter and the agency looks forward to discussing the
topic with her, spokesman Christopher Vaccaro said.


With storms landing earlier, Stephanie Murphy is looking to extend the hurricane
season.


  


“Nation’s largest labor group caravans around Capitol, calls for
investment in workers” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics —
Members of the American Federation of Labor and Congress of
Industrial Organizations caravanned around the Florida Capitol, calling
for more government help for front-line workers and workers of color.
“As millions of essential workers continue to put themselves in harm’s


Statewide
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way to serve their communities and with even more set to rejoin the
workforce, it is imperative that working people have proper safety on
the job and economic protection,” said Florida AFL-CIO
Communications Director Michael Newberger. “Economic justice is
racial justice. Working people are calling for an end to police brutality
and equity on the job for workers of color.” Newberger acknowledged
their call to action comes at a cost and arrives at a time marked by
budget shortfalls. He added, however, that relief comes through a
proper prioritization of issues.


Protester tapes a pro-union poster onto a vehicle during a caravan demonstration
in Tallahassee. Image via Jason Delgado.


“Supreme Court urged to scuttle hazing appeals” via the News
Service of Florida — Attorney General Ashley Moody’s office is urging
the Florida Supreme Court to not take up cases stemming from the
2017 death of a fraternity pledge at Florida State University. Former Pi
Kappa Phi Fraternity chapter President Anthony Petagine and
fraternity members Luke Kluttz and Anthony Oppenheimer went to
the Court after a divided panel of the 1st District Court of Appeal in
January ruled that the men could face felony charges in the death of
Andrew Coffey, a pledge from Broward County who died after drinking
heavily at an off-campus party. The dispute has focused, at least in
part, on whether prosecutors showed an adequate basis to pursue
felony charges against Petagine, Kluttz and Oppenheimer.


“Citrus officials look at increased marketing” via Jim Turner of the
News Service of Florida — The Florida Citrus Commission directed
staff members to map out a $10 million marketing plan that could
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require an increase in what is known as a “box tax” that helps fund
marketing efforts. The tax could go from 7 cents to 12 cents for each
90-pound box that growers fill. The commission will revisit the spending
plan and finalize the box tax number in October, after the U.S.
Department of Agriculture makes its first forecast for next growing
season.


“Florida retail hemp shows high traces of lead contamination” via
Drew Dixon of Florida Politics — Some retail hemp cannabidiol [CBD]
products in Florida are showing signs of lead contamination that exceed
regulations and the source is likely on the retail side. “Where we’re
finding it is in random samples that have already been bottled that we
pull from retail locations in the state of Florida,” said Holly Bell, director
of cannabis for the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services. Concerns include over-the-counter, nonprescription hemp
products such as CBD oil, powders and edibles. Matthew Curran,
director of Food Safety for the Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, said the lead contamination is “quite a bit over the
limit.”


“Tampa-Orlando I-4 project gets $10M in federal transportation
funding” via Veronica Brezina-Smith of the Tampa Bay Business
Journal — The DOT's Federal Highway Administration has awarded a
$10 million Advanced Transportation and Congestion Management
Technologies Deployment grant to the Florida Department of
Transportation for Florida's Regional Advanced Mobility Elements, or
FRAME, project on I-4. The project will deploy an advanced system
consisting of next-generation traffic incident management and vehicle-
to-infrastructure technologies. The project will allow travelers in the I-4
FRAME system to receive a variety of traffic, weather, intersection
signal timing, and other mobility-related messages in real-time. The
project plans to deploy roadside units with short-range communications
and cellular vehicle capabilities to receive traffic-related messages.
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I-4 is getting an influx of federal upgrade money. Image via the Tampa Bay
Business Journal.


"Trump golf club asks Palm Beach County for rent relief” via
Christine Stapleton of The Palm Beach Post — Trump’s golf club in
West Palm Beach has asked Palm Beach County to defer some of the
$88,338 monthly rent it pays to lease public land for the president’s
private golf club, citing hardships caused by the coronavirus pandemic.
In a June 5 letter to the county, the club’s finance director, Ed
Raymundo, cited the “significant impact” caused by county’s order
shutting parks and golf courses during the pandemic. The March 25
order coincided with the “busiest part of our season,” Raymundo wrote.
The Palm Beach County Commission has already agreed to defer the
rent for other tenants, including cafes and coffee shops that operate at
county parks and buildings.


  


“Why do Trump supporters act like his election is certain?” via Ed


2020
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Kilgore of New York Magazine — By any objective standard, the
president’s prospects for reelection are looking down. Biden is
continuing to lead him in trial heats nationally and in most battleground
states. Politico found that if you ask Republicans why Trump’s going to
win, they generally offer explanations ranging from the hyper-optimistic,
to the aggressively ignorant, to pure disinformation. It’s possibly
relevant that polls show a majority of Republicans are motivated by a
desire to support Trump, while a majority of Democrats are more
focused on beating Trump than on electing Biden.


“Trump has a point about the polls” Steven Shepard of POLITICO —
As Trump tumbles in the polls and falls further behind Biden, his
campaign has returned to a familiar refrain: The polls are
underestimating Trump’s appeal again. Pollsters aren’t deliberately
skewing their surveys against the president and his party, as Trump’s
orbit alleges. Some pollsters, especially the relatively few who conduct
surveys in battleground states, are still grappling with the problems that
plagued those polls four years ago. In fact, most pollsters believe that,
on balance, state polls are overstating the scale of Biden’s advantage.
The national polls were largely accurate, to within the margin of error.
But there were too few state polls, and many of those that were
conducted failed to collect accurate data, especially from white voters
without college degrees in key swing states.


Donald Trump keeps insisting that polls are not accurate. He may have a point.


“Republican operatives launch pro-Joe Biden super PAC” via
Alayna Treene and Jonathan Swan of Axios — A group of prominent
Republican operatives that includes former officials from the Trump and
George W. Bush administrations are launching a super PAC to turn out
GOP voters for Biden in November. The "Right Side PAC" aims to
identify former Trump supporters across the country who have cooled
to the president's approach in office and convince them to vote for
Biden, says founder Matt Borges, a former chairman of the Ohio
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Republican Party. The PAC will initially target voters in the battleground
states of Michigan, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, Arizona, North Carolina
and Florida. They'll use digital, mail and telephone to reach voters.
They'll encourage absentee voting. They do not have plans to run TV
ads.


“The end of character politics” via Lili Loofbourow of Slate — One of
Watergate’s less obvious but lasting effects was that a politician’s
“character,” a capacious term that would eventually encompass all
kinds of supposed virtues and flaws, became an object of increasingly
obsessive scrutiny for the press and the public. This was a noticeable
shift. As the tacit agreement to keep the private sins of politicians off-
limits began to erode, a new political reality emerged. Many of the
scandals were naturally about sex, and few were as much of a legal
breach as the Watergate break-in and cover-up. Biden was forced to
end his first presidential campaign after he was found to have copied
parts of a speech by British politician Neil Kinnock, even appearing to
claim details from Kinnock’s life story as his own. He was also found to
have borrowed bits of speeches from Robert Kennedy and Hubert
Humphrey.


“Historic Facebook campaign will boost voter registration, turnout
and voices” via Mark Zuckerberg for USA Today — Facebook is
announcing on the largest voting information campaign in American
history. The company’s goal is to help 4 million people register to vote.
Zuckerberg says the company is creating a new Voting Information
Center with authoritative information, including how and when to vote,
as well as details about voter registration, voting by mail and
information about early voting. Facebook will by and large not be
censoring content. However, the company has rules against speech
that will cause imminent physical harm or suppress voting, and no one
is exempt from them.


  


“Big questions remain to be answered for Jacksonville hosting
Republican National Convention” via David Bauerlein of The Florida
Times-Union — With just 68 days until Jacksonville hosts the
Republican National Convention, questions swirl around the most high-
profile event to hit the city since it welcomed the Super Bowl in 2005.
Cities usually have two years to mesh all the moving parts of hosting a
national political convention. City Council member Tommy Hazouri,
who will become council president on July 1, said the convention could
be a “shot in the arm” for struggling hotels. He said he hasn’t heard of
any requests for city taxpayer dollars to underwrite the convention’s
expenses. The single biggest expense of the convention will be
security, a massive undertaking that will entail bringing thousands of
law enforcement officers from outside Jacksonville to assist the


Convention countdown
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Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office.


“Several Jacksonville Beach restaurants, bars closed due to
COVID-19” via First Coast News — With several patrons and
employees of Jacksonville Beaches-area bars and restaurants being
diagnosed with COVID-19 in the days following the reopening of bars in
Florida, several businesses are opting to close shop. Many are having
their facilities deep cleaned and sanitized and requiring employees to
be tested for the novel coronavirus. Lynch’s Irish Pub in Jax Beach
reopened Tuesday morning at 11 a.m. after being closed for several
days due to at least a dozen patrons reporting they tested positive for
COVID-19. Angie’s Sub Shop posted on Facebook an employee tested
positive for COVID-19. The Jax Beach location of Mellow Mushroom
announced on Facebook it is shutting its doors to deep clean and
professionally sanitize its building.


“Major GOP donors won’t be staying in Jacksonville for
Republican National Convention” via AG Gancarski of Florida Politics
— A letter sent to donors, first reported by Misyrlena Egkolfopoulou
of Bloomberg, reveals that for most leading categories of donors, hotels
have been secured in Amelia Island, not Jacksonville itself. Amelia
Island, which has a Ritz Carlton among other prestigious hotels that are
not in Jacksonville, is in Nassau County. The best package available,
according to Trump Victory, is the “Presidential Trust,” a level requiring
a $1,161,200 contribution per couple. Meanwhile, those in the
Chairman’s Circle ($250,000 annually), the “Trump 500” (bundling
$500,000 from 15 discrete contributions), “Trump family” ($150,000
annually), and the Builders’ Club ($100,000 in 10 or more
contributions), will get reduced packages. However, they will all be in
Amelia Island.
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Top donors to Donald Trump at the RNC will be treated to the Ritz Carlton Amelia
Island, which is definitely not in Jacksonville.


  


“Florida elections officials asked DeSantis for coronavirus help.
They’re still waiting.” via David Smiley of the Miami Herald — Alarmed
by the coronavirus pandemic, Florida’s election supervisors asked
DeSantis more than 10 weeks ago to grant them special flexibility under
state law “as soon as possible” in case poll workers refuse to show up
or landlords decline to open polling places. He didn’t respond. With the
Aug. 18 primary looming, elections officials say they’ve yet to hear from
DeSantis on whether he’ll issue an emergency executive order
extending early voting and allowing for the consolidation of polling
places, among other changes. Instead, as new coronavirus cases
increase to record levels across the state, supervisors say they’re
preparing for the start of voting with limited ability to respond to another
outbreak.


“DeSantis offers Election Day help as Republicans say they’ll cast
ballots in person” via Gary Fineout of POLITICO Florida — DeSantis
took steps to help localities prepare for what could be high voter turnout
this year but stopped short of extending early voting or letting counties
consolidate polling places in the battleground amid signs that Trump's
disparagement of mailed ballots could be resonating with Republican
voters. DeSantis called on schools to close during the August primary
and November general election to make room for what might be record
voter turnout. He also issued an executive order that makes it easier for
state employees to work at the polls. DeSantis has been under
pressure for months from local election supervisors, who fear the
coronavirus pandemic could affect their ability to recruit poll workers
and manage balloting in a presidential year.


“Groups ask judge to clear way for vote-by-mail fight” via Dara Kam
of the News Service of Florida — Accusing Florida officials of ignoring
“the harsh reality of the pandemic,” left-leaning groups are asking a
federal judge to move forward with legal challenges to state vote-by-
mail restrictions. DeSantis and Secretary of State Laurel Lee late last
month asked U.S. District Judge Robert Hinkle to dismiss the
challenges, arguing that they are based on “speculative fears” about
what might occur later in the year. In one of the lawsuits, Priorities USA
and other plaintiffs want the judge to extend a deadline for mail-in
ballots to be returned and require free postage for the ballots. They’re
also challenging a provision in Florida law restricting paid workers from
collecting mail-in ballots.


“Neal Dunn endorses James St. George for CD 3” via Drew Wilson of
Florida Politics — St. George picked up an endorsement from Dunn in


More from the trail
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the race for Florida’s 3rd Congressional District. “James St. George is a
true conservative. You can count on him to support the President and
defend our 2nd Amendment Rights,” said Dunn, a fellow physician who
represents neighboring CD 2. “As a fellow physician, he understands
the need to repeal Obamacare and replace it with a free-market
solution. He has my full support.” As of March 31, St. George led the
money race with $400,499 raised and $336,000 in the bank. The next-
closest competitor, Judson Sapp, has $310,000 in the bank.


Neal Dunn is backing Janes St. George to replace Ted Yoho.


“How does Heather Fitzenhagen’s exit reshape CD 19’s GOP
primary?” via Jason Ogles of Florida Politics — Fitzenhagen withdrew
her federal candidacy and filed instead for state Senate. But what does
that mean for the remaining nine Republicans campaigning in Florida’s
19th Congressional District? Observers and campaign insiders say her
departure may have a significant impact, but then few believe
Fitzenhagen would have left the race if she saw a reliable path to
Washington. Republican candidates Casey Askar, William
Figlesthaler, Dane Eagle, Byron Donalds and Randy Henderson all
outraised and outspent her in the race. That said, opponents praised
Fitzenhagen on the way out of the door and quickly started to explore
how to consolidate her support into their own.


“Danny Burgess, Kathy Lewis qualify for Tom Lee Senate seat” via
the News Service of Florida — Republican Burgess and Democrat
Lewis quickly qualified to run for a Senate seat that became open when
Sen. Lee decided to leave office two years before his term expires.
While the election in Senate District 20 will be with other races in
November, it is technically a special election. As a result, a special
qualifying period opened at 8 a.m. Wednesday and will end at noon
Thursday.


“Jason Maughan goes on TV in HD 76 with MAGA messaging” via
Jason Ogles of Florida Politics — Sanibel Island Republican Maughan
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has gone on air with his first TV buy for his House campaign. With a
focus on public service and Trump, the Sanibel City Councilman hopes
to rally the base. “The ad reflects my conservative values, commitment
to President Trump and his agenda, and my determination and desire
to fight for the residents of Southwest Florida in Tallahassee,” he said.
Maughan’s video spot stresses how he’s an attorney and a successful
business owner. A narrator in the ad describes Maughan as “a proud
supporter of President Trump” who promotes “shop local policies that
put Florida’s workers first.”


To watch the video, click on the image below:


—“Meet Dan Horton–Diaz, a Democratic candidate for Senate
District 39” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


—“Meet Samuel Vilchez Santiago, a Democrat running for House
District 48” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


“Lawyers for deputies accused of police brutality want Sheriff
Gregory Tony’s ‘Accountable’ ad off the air” via Skyler Swisher of
the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Lawyers representing three men
accused of police brutality are taking issue with Sheriff Gregory Tony’s
first television campaign ad, accusing him of tainting potential jurors
and trying to “weaponize” their cases to aid his reelection efforts. Tony
proclaims in the ad titled “Accountable” that he “fired the bad cops,”
briefly flashing grainy footage of incidents involving his former deputies
Christopher Krickovich and Kevin Fanti, along with Gregory
LaCerra, who is still on the force. The men aren’t mentioned by name
in the ad, but their lawyers Jeremy Kroll and Eric Schwartzreich
wrote in a letter to Tony that he shouldn’t be broadcasting the footage
for political purposes without context.


“Former U.S. Rep. Kendrick Meek endorses Alex Penelas in Miami-
Dade mayoral race” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Meek is



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-oj/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-ot/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-oi/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-oi/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-od/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-od/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-oh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-oh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-ok/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhtyka-edrdjlhjd-ok/





supporting Penelas in the 2020 contest for Miami-Dade County Mayor.
“I am proud to stand with Alex,” Meek said Wednesday. “He led the way
for Miami-Dade before and I am confident he will do it now.” Penelas
formerly served as Mayor from 1996-2004. That tenure partially
overlapped with Meek’s time in the House. Penelas is competing
against Carlos Antonio De Armas, entrepreneur Monique Nicole
Barley, current County Commissioners Esteban Bovo, Daniella
Levine Cava and Xavier Suarez, and real estate agent Ludmilla
Domond.


“Seminole County Commission races set to burn this summer” via
Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Late entries abounded in Seminole
County in the past two weeks, including several Democrats. They’re
setting up a high-profile primary in all three Seminole County
Commission races, and all but assuring the heat will be on this summer.
It’s all playing out under the specter of involvement by controversial
Seminole County mover-and-shaker Chris Dorworth. Longwood Mayor
Matt Morgan, a former WWE professional wrestling champion who is a
rapidly rising star in Republican politics launched a challenge to fellow
Republican, County Commissioner Bob Dallari, in District 1. Former
Longwood Mayor and now Longwood City Commissioner Ben Paris
also entered a challenge to a fellow Republican, County Commissioner
Lee Constantine.


  


“If you want to avoid another coronavirus shutdown, act like it” via
the Orlando Sentinel editorial board — After dominating our lives for
months, the coronavirus became yesterday’s news as social protests
erupted and people just wanted to get on with their lives. The infection
rate has exploded in recent days. Hospitalization rates are still
acceptable, so health officials say there’s no reason to panic. There is


Top opinion
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plenty of reason for concern, however. If the infection trajectory
continues rising, “we’d have to do something much more drastic,”
Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings said. The public should be eager
to do everything possible to avoid another shutdown. “Everything”
means wearing masks and observing social distancing guidelines.
Considering the astronomical toll the COVID-19 crisis has exacted, that
seems a small price to pay.


  


“What a successful economic recovery plan must look like” via
Jason Furman, Timothy Geithner, Glenn Hubbard and Melissa S.
Kearney of The Washington Post — It was good news that the
economy added 2.5 million jobs last month. But we are still only one-
tenth of the way to repairing the massive labor market damage caused
by the novel coronavirus. In order to protect families from the worst
pain, more will be required, but with the flexibility to respond to
changing economic needs. A successful recovery effort must bolster
incomes battered by the pandemic shutdown without creating
disincentives to work. And it must support state and local governments
in their efforts helping to heal the economy and shield their residents
from the worst effects of the downturn.


“Florida is ground zero in the debate over pay for college athletes”
via Len Simon of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — With the stroke of
his pen on June 12, DeSantis has put Florida at the “grown-ups table”
in the debate over name, image and likeness (“NIL”) earnings in college
sports. California sparked this debate last year with its Fair Pay to Play
Act, requiring that California colleges allow their athletes to earn money
through NIL. What’s at stake here? Basically, it’s whether college
quarterbacks can advertise Cadillacs, whether female gymnasts can
earn money as social media influencers, and more generally whether
the NCAA’s 440,000 athletes can have “side gigs” and make a few
bucks or for some, a lot more. The NCAA has long disallowed this and
reacted angrily when California passed a bill requiring its colleges to
permit it.


Opinions
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DeSantis says there’s no going back on his plan to reopen the state
during the COVID-19 pandemic. But if the Governor won’t act, Saint
Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman says local officials will have to pick
up the slack.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— Kriseman says he’ll issue an order Friday mandating the use of face
masks by employees at businesses that deal with the public. That
includes bars, restaurants and gyms.


— State health officials reported 2,610 new cases of coronavirus
Wednesday, the second-largest daily increase since the crisis began.
There were 25 more fatalities and the total number of COVID-19 deaths
in Florida is at least 3,110.


— Florida Democrats are teeing off on Trump, saying he failed at every


Today's Sunrise
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step of the way in responding to coronavirus.


— Democrats are also directing some of their ire at DeSantis because
he’s following Trump’s playbook.


— The COVID-19 crisis is having a major impact on Floridians who just
graduated high school. The head of the Florida College Access
Network says some of the kids are delaying plans to attend a university
while others are opting for cheaper colleges or staying closer to home.


— Checking in with Florida Man, who was busted for child pornography
— and that’s not the most disturbing part of his story.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“As Florida virus test numbers rise, NBA prepares for Disney” via
Tim Reynolds of The Associated Press — The rate of positive
coronavirus tests in the Orlando, area has been soaring in recent days.


Aloe
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The NBA hopes that doesn’t matter. After spending weeks putting
together an incredibly elaborate series of health and safety protocols,
the word “testing” appears 282 times in the document, the NBA and the
National Basketball Players Association believe they have done what’s
necessary for the health and safety of the 22 teams and others that will
be part of the season restart at the Disney campus near Orlando next
month. “No one is suggesting that this is going to be an infection-free,
guaranteed environment,” NBPA executive director Michele Roberts
said.


The NBA is preparing to restart in Orlando, with a careful eye on the health and
safety of teams and others.


“’30 Rock’ returns to NBC with new hourlong special that will
double as an upfront event” via Michael Schneider of Variety — NBC
is making it 2006 again, through science or magic: “30 Rock” is
returning to the Peacock next month for a new, original remotely-
produced event that will also double as an upfront special for the
NBCUniversal properties. The special, which will air Thursday, July 16
at 8 p.m. on NBC, will feature the return of cast members Tina Fey,
Alec Baldwin, Tracy Morgan, Jane Krakowski, Jack McBrayer and
others. NBC also recently aired a new episode of “Parks and
Recreation,” featuring the show’s stars reprising their roles in an all-new
story. The hourlong, commercial-free event will first premiere on NBC
and then will be rebroadcast across USA, Bravo, E!, Oxygen, SYFY,
and CNBC as well as available to stream on NBCU’s new service
Peacock on Friday, July 17 at 9 p.m.


“Tampa Bay Buccaneers unveil their first photos of Tom Brady in
uniform” via Eduardo A. Encina of the Tampa Bay Times — With the
NFL just now reopening its team facilities and most offseason exercises
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being done virtually because of COVID-19, the Bucs never truly were
able to show off new quarterback Brady in the team’s newly designed
uniforms. When Brady signed with the Bucs in March, renderings came
out of Brady in the now-departed digital digit uniforms, but those were
all just transposed over a Patriots uniform. In fact, the first sign of Brady
in pewter was when the Tamp Bay Times found him a month ago
conducting his own workout with teammates at Berkeley Prep.


  


Best wishes to Cary Aungst and Wendy Bitner Rodin.


Happy birthday
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Subject: COVID-19 Daily Media Clips for 6.12.20 (Evening)
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COVID-19 Evening Media Clips
 
 
 


Television
 


1:18
PlayDirect Link
News 13 Your Midday News at 10
Time Jun 12, 2020 10:06 AM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 10:06 AM EDT
Category News
Call Sign CFLN (Spectrum News)
Market DMA: 18 Orlando, FL
Language English
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0:58
PlayDirect Link
NewsChannel 7 at 11am
Time Jun 12, 2020 12:05 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 11:05 AM CDT
Category News
Call Sign WJHG (NBC)
Market DMA: 149 Panama City, FL
Language English
 
 
 


Print
 
June surge in coronavirus cases continues as Florida reports nearly 2,000 new cases
Date Collected Jun 12, 2020 11:35 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Sun-Sentinel.com
Author Marc Freeman
Market Deerfield Beach, FL
Language English
 
Florida health officials on Friday said 1,902 people tested positive for the new coronavirus over the
previous day — continuing a major surge of cases in June.
 
You have to go back to March 30 to count as many people diagnosed with infections on a single day.
There have been over 1,000 new cases counted on nine out of the past 10 days.
 
The Department of Health’s latest totals show 70,971 people have been infected, with 2,967 deaths,
since the outbreak began. That’s an increase of 29 deaths in the past 24 hours. The death toll
includes 90 non-residents.
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Statistics show the COVID-19 testing has been ramped up across the state, which appears to
correspond with the higher case counts. The percentage of positive tests is lower compared with the
same period four weeks ago.
 
The state says 1.3 million people have been tested so far for COVID-19, and about 5.3% have tested
positive. It’s higher in South Florida, where 7.9% of the tests have been positive.
 
The percentage of people diagnosed with the disease is lower than it was May 15, when it stood at
7% statewide and 10% in the region that includes Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach counties.
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis on Thursday told reporters there’s no evidence of a dangerous spike in cases, as
the state continues its phased-in reopening of businesses and recreation programs. He said the main
hot spots are nursing homes and other long-term-care facilities.
 
“You’re seeing widespread testing and 98 percent of the people from the general public come back
negative,” the governor said.
 
The death toll now stands at 824 in Miami-Dade, 429 in Palm Beach County and 371 in Broward, the
state said. Miami-Dade had a one-day increase of 11 deaths.
 
In the three counties, reports show there have been 37,670 infected individuals since the outbreak
began. There have been 898 new cases in the last day.
 
 
 
Florida COVID-19 diagnoses shoot past 70K
Date Collected Jun 12, 2020 11:33 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
The count of new COVID-19 cases in Florida has continued trending upward, shooting the state past
70,000 diagnoses Friday.
 
As of 10 a.m. Friday, 70,971 people have tested positive for the novel coronavirus, a record 1,902-
person jump between reports. Another 29 people died, raising the death toll to 2,967, and 136
people were hospitalized, lifting the number of hospitalizations to 11,986.
 
For a tenth straight day, more than 1,000 people tested positive per calendar day, a streak that has
gone on longer than it did during the virus’ initial peak in early April. The current streak is also
steeper, with upwards of 1,600 testing positive in recent days while that count only topped 1,300
once in early April.
 
This week, Gov. Ron DeSantis defended the rising number of new cases, arguing the state is now



http://ct.moreover.com/?a=42348427506&p=5fi&v=1&x=mCdU8Tr5EjqbXegHiI0zoQ

http://floridapolitics.com/





testing three times as many people as it was in early April, the last time the Department of Health
(DOH) was consistently reporting 1,000 new cases per day. But in recent weeks, the Governor and
Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz have said the demand for tests falls
short of the state’s expanded testing apparatus, suggesting the recent growth isn’t attributed to
greater access to testing.
 
The five-day average of people testing positive, has gone steadily upward in the past two weeks. On
May 29, the five-day average was 716, and it topped 1,000 on June 5. As of Friday, the five-day
average is 1,349.
 
 
Epidemiologists use five-day averages to eliminate spikes caused by a batch of reports.
 
Phase Two of three of the state’s reopening process began a week ago.
 
South Florida’s Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach counties still remain the state’s largest hot
spots of the virus since DOH officials confirmed the first two Florida cases three months ago and did
not enter Phase Two together with the state’s 64 other counties.
 
Since Thursday’s report, 324 people in Miami-Dade County have tested positive, raising the overall
COVID-19 caseload there to 20,872 people. Eleven of the 29 people who died statewide were tied to
Miami-Dade, raising the death toll there to 824 total.
 
Broward County registered 252 new cases, raising its total to 8,589, and officials removed one
person from the death toll, which now sits at 371. Palm Beach County is approaching Broward’s
count with 8,209 cases after DOH showed 322 new reports and nine fatalities, now 429 total.
 
 
Hillsborough County on Wednesday became the fourth county with 3,000 cases, now with 3,295
total. Three others have more than 2,000 COVID-19 cases: Orange with 2,773, Lee with 2,563 and
Collier with 2,364. Five more have upward of 1,000 cases: Pinellas with 1,941, Duval — surpassed by
Pinellas Friday— with 1,923, Polk with 1,373, Manatee with 1,309 and Martin with 1,056 after
crossing that threshold Thursday.
 
Escambia County is the next closest to crossing 1,000 cases, now with 956.
 
State health officials received test results from 34,567 people Thursday, adding to the 1.3 million
people that have been tested.
 
 
 
County To Increase COVID-19 Mobile Testing In Underserved Communities
Date Collected Jun 12, 2020 12:02 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Town-Crier Online
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Author Town-Crier Editor
Market Wellington, FL
Language English
 
The count of new COVID-19 cases in Florida has continued trending upward, shooting the state past
70,000 diagnoses Friday.
 
As of 10 a.m. Friday, 70,971 people have tested positive for the novel coronavirus, a record 1,902-
person jump between reports. Another 29 people died, raising the death toll to 2,967, and 136
people were hospitalized, lifting the number of hospitalizations to 11,986.
 
For a tenth straight day, more than 1,000 people tested positive per calendar day, a streak that has
gone on longer than it did during the virus’ initial peak in early April. The current streak is also
steeper, with upwards of 1,600 testing positive in recent days while that count only topped 1,300
once in early April.
 
This week, Gov. Ron DeSantis defended the rising number of new cases, arguing the state is now
testing three times as many people as it was in early April, the last time the Department of Health
(DOH) was consistently reporting 1,000 new cases per day. But in recent weeks, the Governor and
Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz have said the demand for tests falls
short of the state’s expanded testing apparatus, suggesting the recent growth isn’t attributed to
greater access to testing.
 
The five-day average of people testing positive, has gone steadily upward in the past two weeks. On
May 29, the five-day average was 716, and it topped 1,000 on June 5. As of Friday, the five-day
average is 1,349.
 
 
Epidemiologists use five-day averages to eliminate spikes caused by a batch of reports.
 
Phase Two of three of the state’s reopening process began a week ago.
 
South Florida’s Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach counties still remain the state’s largest hot
spots of the virus since DOH officials confirmed the first two Florida cases three months ago and did
not enter Phase Two together with the state’s 64 other counties.
 
Since Thursday’s report, 324 people in Miami-Dade County have tested positive, raising the overall
COVID-19 caseload there to 20,872 people. Eleven of the 29 people who died statewide were tied to
Miami-Dade, raising the death toll there to 824 total.
 
Broward County registered 252 new cases, raising its total to 8,589, and officials removed one
person from the death toll, which now sits at 371. Palm Beach County is approaching Broward’s
count with 8,209 cases after DOH showed 322 new reports and nine fatalities, now 429 total.
 
 







Hillsborough County on Wednesday became the fourth county with 3,000 cases, now with 3,295
total. Three others have more than 2,000 COVID-19 cases: Orange with 2,773, Lee with 2,563 and
Collier with 2,364. Five more have upward of 1,000 cases: Pinellas with 1,941, Duval — surpassed by
Pinellas Friday— with 1,923, Polk with 1,373, Manatee with 1,309 and Martin with 1,056 after
crossing that threshold Thursday.
 
Escambia County is the next closest to crossing 1,000 cases, now with 956.
 
State health officials received test results from 34,567 people Thursday, adding to the 1.3 million
people that have been tested.
 
 
 
Vaping leaves teens more vulnerable to COVID-19 complications, AG Moody warns
Date Collected Jun 12, 2020 12:52 PM EDT
Category Local
Source News Channel 8
Author Staci DaSilva
Market Tampa, FL
Language English
 
Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody has a warning for parents: Teenagers who vape may be
exacerbating the COVID-19 crisis and could be more vulnerable to increased risk of complications.
 
“We know that most young people are not as susceptible to some of the more serious effects of the
virus unless they have a preexisting condition. But, for teens who vape, we are now hearing that
vaping may cause damage to their young lungs and is even more devastating when combined with
COVID-19,” said Moody.
 
Hillsborough County statistics show a surge in young people contracting COVID-19.
 
The Florida Department of Health recently announced 119 cases of vaping-related pulmonary
illnesses statewide.
 
According to a state report, nearly one in four Florida high school students now admit to vaping. The
report says e-cigarette use among Florida high school students increased by 63% from 2017 to 2018.
 
A hospital in Orlando recently saw a substantial rise in teen-vaping related cases that resulted in
critical lung injuries, according to Moody.
 
The symptoms of COVID-19 and vaping-related illnesses are similar and so are how they are treated.
 
“The hallmark of treating both of those is good supportive care and supporting the patient and their
lung injury through their time of illness,” Tampa General Hospital’s Chief of Emergency Medicine Dr.
David Wein said. “At the moment, we’re seeing a lot more ill COVID patients than we are patients
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that are sick from vaping.”
 
The doctor’s best advice? Avoid vaping, especially now with COVID-19 cases seemingly on the rise.
 
“Any insult to the lungs from vaping or smoking traditional cigarettes certainly is a set up for worse
pulmonary injury were you to get COVID or any other respiratory disease,” said Dr. Wein.
 
 
 
Health Experts: Florida seeing COVID-19 cases go up, but say too early to call it a second wave
Date Collected Jun 12, 2020 1:25 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Action News Jacksonville
Author Alicia Tarancon
Market Jacksonville, FL
Language English
 
Florida is one of several states that were the first to start reopening the economy.
 
Health experts warn there will be a rise in COVID-19 cases as beaches, restaurants and businesses
continue to open up.
 
That’s why it’s important to wear a mask and practice social distancing.
 
The city of Jacksonville recently announced it will host the Republican National Convention in
August, which will bring in thousands of people to the city.
 
Tony Wilbourn worries what it could mean for the number of coronavirus cases in the area.
 
"It’s a virus. I mean I listen to science, and in my opinion, so I think it’s going to spread," Wilborn
said.
 
On Thursday, Florida health officials reported the highest daily increase in new coronavirus
infections in the state.
 
The Florida Department of Health reported almost 1,700 new cases.
 
Chad Neilsen, the director of accreditation in infection prevention for University of Florida Health,
said Duval County officials are testing 1,600 to 3,000 people each day.
 
He said as the number of testing sites increases in the city, the more likely the number of cases will
go up since tests are more widely available.
 
Neilsen also said any situation in which 15,000 people get together, such as a national a convention,
there's always a risk that COVID-19 will spread.
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Right now, he said just because Florida is seeing a slight increase in cases, it doesn't mean there will
be a second wave of the virus.
 
"I think it’s probably premature to say we’re in a second bump. I mean, if you look at the
hospitalizations across the state, they’ve been relatively flat. You might see some peaks and valleys
here and there on the data chart, but I don’t think we’re quite there yet," Neilsen said.
 
Health experts with UF Health said it's important for county health departments and local
governments to work together in order to make sure events like the RNC are safe.
 
When the convention comes to town, Wilbourn said he wants to see safety measures in place.
 
“I want them to emphasize social distancing especially in restaurants and places within the
community. I really think they should require the mask to be worn, especially for big events like
that,” Wilbourn said.
 
 
 
Florida governor attributes increase in coronavirus infections to farm workers, long-term care
facilities
Date Collected Jun 12, 2020 2:13 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Click Orlando
Market Orlando, FL
Language English
 
Florida reported its highest rate of new coronavirus cases Friday since the pandemic first arrived in
state, when asked about the increase in positive cases Gov. Ron DeSantis said there were several
reasons including farm workers.
 
While health officials in Seminole and Orange counties have warned residents to be cautious
because cases of the virus are increasing, the governor has not.
 
During a news conference in Miami Friday when asked about a possible spike in infections the
governor said Florida has increased its testing criteria since March. Now anyone regardless of age,
health risks or symptoms can be tested.
 
“I do think you’re starting to see more people in the public that are interested in getting tested so
that is a good thing to be doing,” DeSantis said.
 
However, DeSantis also attributed the new cases to farm workers or long-term care facilities.
 
“I think the No. 1 outbreak we’ve seen is in the agriculture communities,” he said. “There was just a
big case dump in North Central Florida there was a watermelon farm. You’ve had farm communities
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in Collier, Palm Beach, Martin, Levy, Hendry, and what happens is these are workers that are
working close together once one gets it, it tends to spread very rapidly throughout those areas.”
 
DeSantis said the state is concerned about farm workers who begin to leave around this time of year
for work in other states.
 
“We’re talking with some of the other states to let them know,” he said. “We also have our
Department of Health is working with our agriculture, our growers to mitigate any of the spread.”
 
A review of the latest coronavirus data available from the Florida Department of Health shows those
counties mentioned by the governor make up 17.7% of the overall new cases in the state from this
week. For the past week, the state has reported about 1,000 new cases a day, on Friday the state
reported its highest amount of new cases since the pandemic began with more than 1,900 new
positive tests.
 
Florida reported 7,033 new cases over a period of five days, the counties the governor mentioned
make up 17.7% of new cases this week.
 
News 6 has reached out to the Department of Agriculture for more information on the watermelon
farm the governor mentioned as well as what steps are being taken to prevent the virus from
spreading at working farms.
 
The Florida Agency for Health Care Administration is tracking COVID-19 infections, along with the
DOH at nursing homes, assisted-living facilities and long-term care facilities.
 
The most recent report on June 10 shows there are 1,571 residents who have the virus and 2,300
staff as facilities across the state.
 
 
 
Antibody tests results in Lake, Sumter below state average
Date Collected Jun 12, 2020 2:19 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Leesburg Daily Commercial
Author Frank Jolley
Market Leesburg, FL
Language English
 
The %age of residents from Lake and Sumter counties who have tested positive for the COVID-19
coronavirus antibody is well below the state average.
 
According to figures released Friday by the Florida Department of Health, only 2.22% of 4,101 Lake
residents and 2.11% of more than 1,755 Sumter County residents tested were found to possess the
antibody for the potentially deadly virus.
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The state average, based of the DOH’s weekly report, is 4.31% out of more than 171,000 tests
administered.
 
In Lake County, tests for the COVID-19 antibody are being offered at Adult Medicine of Lake County
in Mount Dora. According to the Lake County Department of Health and the Lake County
government website, there is a charge for the antibody, although anyone can walk in and be tested.
 
The telephone number to Adult Medicine of Lake County at 3619 Lake Center Drive is 352-383-8222.
 
Megan McCarthy, a biological scientist and public information officer for DOH in Sumter County, said
residents can check with their medical provider to learn if they are a candidate for the antibody test.
 
“Medical providers are able to order this test similar to any other standard blood test,” McCarthy
wrote in an email. “Residents also have the option to order the test themselves through Quest
Diagnostics ‘MyQuest’ patient portal, but insurance will not cover it if it is ordered by the patient and
there is an out-of-pocket cost. Residents also have the option to make an appointment to donate
blood through LifeSouth or OneBlood, as these companies provide free COVID-19 antibody
screenings with each blood donation.”
 
Lake can also donate blood with OneBlood and receive antibody screening at no charge. Antibody
testing also is being offered through the DOH at the Orange County Convention Center in Orlando.
 
Also known as a serology test, the test checks for the presence of antibodies in the blood. Antibodies
are created in a person’s blood system when they fight an infection and it helps build immunity to a
virus.
 
The antibody test doesn’t check for the COVID-19 coronavirus itself. Instead, it determines if one’s
immune system has responded to the infection.
 
By comparison, the coronvirus test is a diagnostic test which looks for signs of the active virus. It
determines if the virus is present when the test is administered.
 
Researchers say testing positive for COVID-19 antibodies likely means someone had the virus at
some point, even if they showed no symptoms. It might also indicate a level of immunity, although
officials do not know how strong or how long that immunity may last.
 
Positivity results for other counties in Central Florida include Orange at 6.85%, Seminole at 4.11%,
Osceola at 6.36% and Marion at 2.88%.
 
 
 
Florida now releasing information on rare pediatric illness related to COVID-19
Date Collected Jun 12, 2020 2:47 PM EDT
Category Local
Source 10connects.com
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Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
An alarming new illness has been impacting children in Florida, and it could be linked to COVID-19.
 
It's called multisystem inflammatory syndrome, and as of May 29 the Florida Department of Health
hadn't been releasing details about how the ages or the locations of the children impacted. At that
time, we knew of nine confirmed cases of MIS-C in Florida.
 
On June 12, the state began releasing more information about the illness.
 
The chart outlines all children diagnosed or treated for coronavirus and includes more details about
the now 10 confirmed cases of MIS-C.
 
The children with confirmed cases range from one year old to 17 years old, and most are in South
Florida.
 
The Department of Health said this information will be updated every Friday.
 
 
 
Surge in coronavirus cases comes from younger age groups that will avoid severe illness, DeSantis
says
Date Collected Jun 12, 2020 3:01 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Morning Call
Author Marc Freeman
Market Allentown, PA
Language English
 
A flood of new coronavirus cases this month comes from expanded testing of younger people who
won’t wind up in hospitals or die from the disease, Gov. Ron DeSantis said Friday.
 
By pointing to more testing in agricultural communities, workplaces and among millennials who get
swabbed at CVS, the governor downplayed reports of 1,000 new cases counted on nine out of the
past 10 days.
 
“We are seeing people testing positive way more who are 25 to 45 than two months ago," he said in
a news conference at the University of Miami in Coral Gables. "But they are not in high-risk groups
that end up in hospitals. These are people by and large without symptoms.”
 
Florida health officials on Friday said 1,902 people tested positive for COVID-19 over the previous
day. You have to go back to March 30 to count as many people diagnosed with infections on a single
day.
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The Department of Health’s latest totals show 70,971 people have been infected, with 2,967 deaths,
since the outbreak began. That’s an increase of 29 deaths in the past 24 hours. The death toll
includes 90 non-residents.
 
When the pandemic began, initially the only people getting tested had symptoms or were 65 and
older, those considered high-risk, DeSantis said. Now, there are no such requirements for getting
swabbed.
 
“What you are seeing is outbreaks in the agricultural communities, farm communities where
workers are close together," he said. "These are people in low-risk groups, so almost none of them
end up hospitalized.”
 
The Department of Health has been going into those communities and testing. DeSantis said Florida
counties with 10% to 15% testing positivity rates are those with agricultural community outbreaks,
prisons or both.
 
He added there is a concern if farmworkers live in multi-generational homes with older people, or if
they leave to go home to other states and spread the infection. There will be efforts made in some
areas, including Palm Beach County, to add more buses for workers taken to work on farms.
 
The governor also said the recent increase in cases may be due to widespread testing in nursing
homes and assisted-living facilities, which have a resident positivity rate of about 8%.
 
“That’s been a big factor in what we have seen over last few weeks,” he said.
 
Records show that 51% of Florida’s fatalities in total have been in long-term care facilities.
 
The state says 1.3 million people have been tested so far for COVID-19, and about 5.3% have tested
positive. It’s higher in South Florida, where 7.9% of the tests have been positive.
 
But the percentage of positive tests is lower compared with the same period four weeks ago.
 
The percentage of people diagnosed with the disease is lower than it was May 15, when it stood at
7% statewide and 10% in the region that includes Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach counties.
 
Florida has been averaging 30,000 test results a day, and DeSantis said he expects that to continue
for foreseeable future.
 
The death toll now stands at 824 in Miami-Dade, 429 in Palm Beach County and 371 in Broward, the
state said. Miami-Dade had a one-day increase of 11 deaths.
 
In the three counties, reports show there have been 37,670 infected individuals since the outbreak
began. There have been 898 new cases in the last day.
 
 







 
Florida nears goal of testing all nursing homes for COVID-19
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More than 80% of the people who live or work in Florida’s nursing homes and assisted living facilities
have now been tested for COVID-19, as the state approaches its goal of getting all of them tested.
 
As of Thursday, the Florida Department of Health had coordinated on-site testing for 133,615
residents and staff of the state’s long-term care facilities.
 
The department has shipped another 126,690 testing kits directly to facilities that indicated they
could do the testing on their own.
 
Combined, that means 81% of the 320,771 people who live or work in a long-term care facility have
been tested, according to Department of Health data.
 
According to the health department, 3,300 long-term care facilities have been tested, either by on-
site strike teams or they were mailed kits. There are about 3,800 nursing homes and assisted living
facilities in the state, according to Florida Agency for Health Care Administration records.
 
The department has been shipping out about 4,000 test kits per day, excluding Sundays and
holidays. Facility leaders say they can compel staff members to be tested, but residents can opt out
if they choose.
 
Long-term care providers serve the state's most vulnerable population. About 85% of Florida's
COVID-19 deaths have been among those 65 and older, and nearly half have been connected with
long-term care facilities.
 
State health officials previously said their goal was to get all long-term care residents and staff tested
by Friday, June 12.
 
The Department of Health, AHCA and the Florida Division of Emergency Management continue “to
work diligently in ensuring that staff and residents at long-term care facilities in Florida are tested
expeditiously and effectively,” a health department spokesperson wrote in an email.
 
In a phone call with members of the Florida Health Care Association on Thursday, Florida Surgeon
General Dr. Scott Rivkees said the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is recommending that
people who live or work in a long-term care facility be tested every two weeks.
 
“We’ll have additional guidance coming out for that going forward,” Rivkees said.
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In an email, the Department of Health said that once all facilities have been tested, it “will reevaluate
the next steps and will continue to test at the facilities with active outbreaks.”
 
Nick Van Der Linden, a spokesman for LeadingAge Florida, an association representing about 250
mostly nonprofit long-term care facilities, said a retesting plan “is going to be extremely critical” for
the state's “most vulnerable population.”
 
“We’re working right now on what the details of that would look like, how that would occur, where
the tests would come from,” he said.
 
On the Florida Health Care Association call, Rivkees said Florida as a whole has outperformed
projections from March and April. There have been far fewer deaths than some models projected,
and the state’s hospitals haven’t been overwhelmed, he said
 
Most nursing homes and assisted living facilities have not had any COVID-19 cases.
 
“The fact that we have been able to mitigate this, keep COVID out of the nursing homes has really
helped us in terms of our outcomes,” he said on the phone call.
 
On May 21, the Department of Health began shipping COVID-19 testing kits to facilities that had said
they had the capability to conduct tests on their own. Strike teams from the local health
departments and the National Guard are administering tests at facilities that said they can’t do it
themselves.
 
But the initial rollout of the plan was marred by logistical and communication challenges.
 
Van Der Linden said last week that some of their members were concerned because they weren’t
receiving test results back promptly. He said Friday they have seen progress on that.
 
The association is still concerned that facilities aren’t being alerted if staff members test positive for
the virus due to HIPAA privacy rules, which protect people’s medical records and personal health
information. That means it’s up to staff to alert their bosses if they test positive.
 
Van Der Linden said they are trying to work with the Department of Health to get aggregate
numbers of staff members who have tested positive at facilities.
 
“Leaving the results to be reported from the staff to the provider is not ideal,” Van Der Linden said.
“We haven’t really made any progress on that.”
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TOP NEWS


Hacker Streams Porn Into Fla. Mask Law Hearing
A Florida judge on Friday upheld a new face mask ordinance in Leon County
following a Zoom hearing that was interrupted by a hacker who streamed
pornography to the participants before the judge was able to kick the intruder
out.
Read full article »


GOP Convention Draws Lawsuit Over COVID-19 Risk To Fla.
With COVID-19 cases skyrocketing in Florida, seven Jacksonville residents
and business operators have asked a state court to block or significantly
restrict plans to hold the Republican National Convention at the city's VyStar
Veterans Memorial Arena in August, saying a large crowded event would
threaten their health, welfare and property rights.


 Complaint attached | Read full article »


School District Axed Contract Over Anti-BLM Post, Suit Says
A Florida-based food distributor and its owner filed a lawsuit against a school
district after it allegedly terminated its contract with the distributor over a
Facebook post the owner wrote disparaging the Black Lives Matter
movement.


 Complaint attached | Read full article »


Fla. Attys Can't Escape PE Firm's $8M Malpractice Suit
A Florida federal magistrate judge has refused to let a Florida law firm and
two of its attorneys off the hook after they were accused of malpractice by a
former client and investment firm that claimed they botched documents for
several transactions resulting in the company losing millions of dollars.


 Report attached | Read full article »


SUPREME COURT REVIEW


Feature


The Firms That Won Big At The Supreme Court
Supreme Court oral arguments are always a high wire act. This
term, a global pandemic, a docket of hot-button cases and an
experiment with remote technology took the challenge to new
heights. Here’s a look at the law firms that argued the most, and
how they fared.
Read full article »
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Feature


The Majority Of One: How Roberts Is Shaping
The Court
The 2019 term has removed all doubt: Chief Justice John Roberts
Jr. is the power broker on the U.S. Supreme Court. But unlike past
swing justices, the nation's top jurist puts the reputation of the court
before his own conservative instincts and is willing to compromise
when he needs to.
Read full article »


Feature


Breaking Down The Vote: The High Court Term
In Review
A docket packed with divisive cases. Experiments in remote oral
arguments. Defining moments for the court’s new swing justice.
Here, Law360 takes a data dive into the numbers behind this
historic court term, when the unexpected reigned supreme.
Read full article »


POLICY & REGULATION


Lockers Made In China Targeted For Steep New Duties
Four U.S. companies that manufacture metal lockers used in schools, gyms,
and break rooms submitted a petition for countervailing and anti-dumping
duties on Chinese competitors Thursday, citing increased imports and
dwindling profits dating back to 2017.


 Petition attached | Read full article »


LITIGATION


PruittHealth Will Get Interest Redo On $11M Software Verdict
The Eleventh Circuit largely upheld an $11 million verdict against PruittHealth
Inc. on Friday, but said a lower court must recalculate interest on damages
awarded against the Georgia health care provider for breaching its contract
with a software supplier.


 Opinion attached | Read full article »


11th Circ. Affirms Bulk Of Ala. Doctors' 'Pill Mill' Convictions
The Eleventh Circuit on Friday affirmed the convictions of two Alabama
doctors found guilty of running a massive "pill mill" operation but ordered
resentencing after finding insufficient evidence to support conviction on one
charge alleging an illegal kickback conspiracy.


 Opinion attached | Read full article »


TracFone Inks $8M Deal With Cos. That Flipped Its Phones
TracFone Wireless will be walking away from a fight with a pair of
international cellphone distributors with $8 million and an injunction blocking
them from continuing to buy and sell its phones overseas, if a Florida federal
court chooses to bless the deal.


 Motion attached | Read full article »


DEALS


Royal Caribbean Inks $245M Silversea Deal Amid Virus Woes
Cruise giant Royal Caribbean said Friday that it bought out the rest of
Silversea Cruises for $245 million worth of Royal Caribbean stock, exactly
two years after it purchased a two-thirds stake in the company and despite a
financial downturn wrought by the coronavirus pandemic, in a deal advised
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on by Skadden and Morgan Lewis.
Read full article »


REAL ESTATE & DEVELOPMENT


Real Estate Rumors: Oak Street, Knightsbridge, Former Target
Oak Street Real Estate Capital has reportedly paid $51.01 million for a
Florida mixed-use building, Knightsbridge Properties is said to have landed
$20 million in financing for a New York condo project and a former Target in
Florida could be redeveloped into apartments.
Read full article »


EXPERT ANALYSIS


How New Fla. Real Estate Remedies May Benefit Lenders
Although Florida's recently passed Uniform Commercial Real Estate
Receivership Act isn't specifically intended as COVID-19 relief, it should give
lenders a better framework for contemplating receivership, streamlining
commercial foreclosures and protecting their interests in the looming
increase in foreclosures, say attorneys at Nelson Mullins.
Read full article »


Opinion
Let's Create An Ethical Obligation For Attys To Fight Racism
In this moment of national recognition of historical institutional racism, the
American Bar Association must implement a model rule that explicitly
declares efforts to fight racism and advance equality to be a matter of
attorneys' ethics and professional conduct, say Marc Firestone at Philip
Morris International and David Douglass at Sheppard Mullin.
Read full article »
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LexisNexis


LEGAL INDUSTRY


Firms Wanted PPP Money, But Will It Prevent More Cuts?
Law firms accounted for a large portion of the recipients of federal bailout
funds designed to save small businesses during the coronavirus pandemic,
but some observers speculate that, for a number of those shops, the funds
won't be enough to prevent future cuts if COVID-19 continues to drag down
the market.
Read full article »


Law Firm Leaders' 3 Biggest Worries For The Rest Of 2020
After a wildly tumultuous first half of 2020, law firm leaders are now preparing
to take on whatever the second half of the year has in store. Here, leaders
share their biggest worries for the remaining six months of the year.
Read full article »


Brown Rudnick IP Litigation Team Leaves To Start New Firm
The head of Brown Rudnick LLP's patent litigation practice has decamped
with his team and clients in tow to launch his own firm in New York City,
walking away with virtually all of Brown Rudnick's Manhattan-based patent
litigation group.
Read full article »


Miller Canfield Lays Off Attorneys Amid COVID-19 Pandemic
Miller Canfield Paddock & Stone PLC has instituted layoffs and furloughs of
attorneys and other employees amid the COVID-19 pandemic, according to
reports.
Read full article »


NY Bill Would Suspend Two-Fail Bar Exam Rule For Pandemic
New legislation would allow New York public defender and government law
graduates who have twice failed the bar exam to continue to practice under
supervision for the duration of the state's ongoing coronavirus state of
emergency.
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Read full article »


Chicago Federal Court Extends Remote Hearings To Mid-Sept.
The Northern District of Illinois' latest COVID-19 safety order entered Friday
extends remote hearings into mid-September and keeps an early August
target date for jury trials to resume, and the court's two clerk's offices will
reopen to the public on Monday.
Read full article »


LA Labor Partner Accused Of Sexually Harassing Associate
The head of the labor and employment practice at Los Angeles-based law
firm Ivie McNeill Wyatt Purcell & Diggs APLC is facing allegations he
engaged in an extended campaign of "creepy" behavior toward an associate
that peaked with a "nightmarish" incident during a work trip overseas.
Read full article »


Study Noting 'Racial Tension,' 'Nepotism' Shakes Philly Courts
Court leadership in Philadelphia County on Friday vowed to take action
following the release of a damning report from an outside consultant detailing
"a culture of nepotism, mistrust and racial tension that is constantly brewing"
for staff and judges alike.
Read full article »


Client Says Hagen Berman Pulled Fast One On Special Master
A Minnesota woman told a Pennsylvania federal court that Hagens Berman
Sobol Shapiro LLP used clients' protected information as "a sword and a
shield" to hide its alleged wrongdoing in its report provided to a special
master, who was investigating the firm's bid to drop clients suing
GlaxoSmithKline and others for birth defects caused by thalidomide.
Read full article »


Flynn Case Paused, DC Circ. Weighing Judge's En Banc Bid
The D.C. Circuit hit the brakes Friday on a panel's recent ruling instructing a
federal judge to immediately grant the government's request to end the
prosecution of former Trump administration national security adviser Michael
Flynn as the full appeals court considers whether to rehear the matter.
Read full article »


DOJ's DuCharme Named Acting US Attorney For EDNY
U.S. Department of Justice official Seth DuCharme has been tapped as
acting U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of New York, U.S. Attorney
General William Barr said Friday, replacing Richard Donoghue, who is in turn
taking DuCharme's old job.
Read full article »


GC Cheat Sheet: The Hottest Corporate News Of The Week
A new survey showed that corporate counsel are divided on whether they
think recent work-from-home adjustments will continue or be reversed once
the pandemic wanes, and a separate report revealed that more attorneys are
getting comfortable with litigation funding. These are some of the stories in
corporate legal news you may have missed in the past week. 
Read full article »


In Case You Missed It: Hottest Firms And Stories On Law360
For those who missed out, here's a look back at the law firms, stories and
expert analyses that generated the most buzz on Law360 last week.
Read full article »


Podcast
Law360's Pro Say: Absolutely (Not) Immune
The U.S. Supreme Court ended its term with a bang this week, rejecting
President Donald Trump's claim that he was absolutely immune to a
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subpoena for his financial records by New York state prosecutors who are
pursuing a criminal investigation.
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Hospitals In Desperate Need of Plasma From Survivors Of COVID-19
Date Collected Jul 7, 2020 10:11 AM EDT
Category Local
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Source WUSF Public Media
Author Kerry Sheridan
Market Tampa, FL
Language English
 
Plasma from the survivors of COVID-19 can be a life-saving therapy for those who are hospitalized
due to coronavirus, but Sarasota doctors say supplies are critically low and donations are urgently
needed.
 
“We are in desperate need of plasma," said Kirk Voelker, a critical care pulmonologist at Sarasota
Memorial Hospital.
 
 
"It is one of our mainstay medications -- treatments -- for COVID. And we are running critically short
on it.”
 
Florida is seeing a surge in coronavirus cases, and hospitalizations. As of Monday, the Florida
Department of Health reported more than 206,000 cases in the state since the pandemic began,
with more than 16,000 people currently hospitalized.
 
While 3,778 people have died from COVID-19, more than 200,000 people in Florida have recovered
from coronavirus.
 
This pool of survivors presents a large opportunity to save lives, as the outbreak continues to mount,
said Voelker.
 
"Every time you donate, you can save four lives," he said.
 
While medical professionals have made progress in their understanding of how to treat COVID-19,
they are also grappling with a nationwide shortage of one of the only promising drugs against
coronavirus, known as remdesivir.
 
That leaves the plasma of COVID-19 survivors as a frontline treatment. And soon, it may have to be
rationed, Voelker said.
 
“Before, when you came into the hospital if you required oxygen or were short of breath, you would
get the convalescent plasma. Right now, we are going to have to start looking at how sick are
patients? Are they on higher amounts of oxygen? Are they on the ventilator? Are they definitely ill?
And we're going to have to start stratifying who gets it," he said.
 
"We have not had to do so until this point, but if we do not have the supply, then we have to ration.”
 
Sarasota Memorial had 78 people in the hospital with COVID-19 as of Monday – a new record high
for that hospital -- including 16 in the ICU.
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Voelker says plasma is needed from survivors of all blood types. Donations can typically be made 28
days after a person tests positive for COVID-19.
 
 
 
DeSantis says Florida isn’t ready for third phase
Date Collected Jul 7, 2020 9:51 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Capital Outlook
Author Quinton Reddick
Market Tallahassee, FL
Language English
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis said Florida isn’t ready for the next phase of his effort to reinvigorate the
economy amid the coronavirus pandemic.
 
“We never anticipated necessarily doing anything different in terms of the next phase at this point
anyways,” DeSantis said last Thursday during a bill-signing event in Tampa. “We are where we are.
Obviously, South Florida is where they are. I think the main thing is just for folks to look, in May, if
you remember end of April, May all the way through, you know coronavirus was relatively quiet in
Florida.
 
“You had manageable cases. Our positivity rate was 4 or 5 percent consistently.”
 
But since the Memorial Day weekend, positive cases have grown, with more than 5,000 reported last
Thursday to push the state’s total to 114,000 cases since March.
 
DeSantis has resisted calls to issue a statewide requirement for people to wear masks but urged
people to follow health guidelines, which include social distancing, avoiding crowds, hand washing
and wearing masks in public.
 
“I’m confident that people, if you follow guidelines, if you follow the instructions from the local and
the state and the federal officials, you know, you can do things in a low-risk way,” DeSantis said.
 
After many businesses were shut down or dramatically scaled back at the end of March to prevent
spread of the virus, most of the state entered the first phase of DeSantis’ reopening plan on May 4,
which allowed restaurants and retail stores outside of Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach
counties to operate with outdoor seating and 25 percent indoor capacity.
 
The phase let hospitals and doctors resume providing elective medical procedures. Later, the
occupancy limit was bumped to 50 percent, gyms, barber shops and hair salons were allowed to
open, and the South Florida counties — which have been virus hotspots — were able to take part.
 
In early June, the second phase started in all but South Florida. In part, bars and movie theaters were
allowed to operate with limited indoor seating capacity
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7,347 new COVID-19 cases in Florida on Tuesday
Date Collected Jul 7, 2020 11:09 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Southwest Florida Herald Tribune
Market Port Charlotte, FL
Language English
 
The Florida Department of Health announced 7,347 new cases of COVID-19 in the state on Tuesday,
July 7. Florida now has 213,794 coronavirus cases across the state. The number of reported deaths
of Florida residents increased by 63 to 3,841.
 
Sarasota County’s numbers rose by 58 cases since Monday, for a total of 2,249 cases. Manatee
County had 105 new cases, for a total of 3,890. There were tree new deaths reported in Manatee
County.
 
The rate of positive tests across the state has reached a new milestone: 20.8% for all new tests
reported today. In Manatee County the positive test rate was 18%, 17% in Sarasota County.
 
Sarasota Memorial Hospital hit another record yesterday for most COVID-19 patients being treated
since the pandemic began.
 
Florida Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran issued an emergency order Monday requiring all
schools to open in the fall and laying out the requirements that districts must meet to offer any sort
of nontraditional remote instruction in addition to their in-person option.
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis sought Monday to tamp down concerns about the state’s surging coronavirus
numbers, blaming them largely on expanded testing and younger people ignoring social distancing.
 
 
 
Gov. DeSantis touts Florida’s elder response as country’s best
Date Collected Jul 7, 2020 2:53 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Author Renzo Downey
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
As Florida is seeing more people hospitalized with COVID-19, Gov. Ron DeSantis says the state is
continuing to improve hospital availability and protect the elderly.
 
Emergency department visits with symptoms of COVID-19 and the flu increased throughout the
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month of June. And while ICUs still have available beds — around 20% are unoccupied — hospitals
are having to isolate more individuals who test positive despite entering the facilities for other
ailments.
 
During a Tuesday visit to Miami Care Center, formerly the Pan American Hospital, DeSantis
highlighted COVID-19 outpatient nursing home facilities and anticipated manpower assistance from
the federal government.
 
The 12th and latest COVID-19-dedicated nursing home, operated by the Avante Group, opened
earlier this month. The 150-bed center plans to bring 100 nurses on board over the next month.
 
“All in all, I don’t think any other state in the country has done what we’ve done to protect the
vulnerable here in the state of Florida,” the Governor said. “This is another big step in that direction,
and I think it’s going to be a really important tool to help protect vulnerable folks.”
 
 
From the start of the pandemic, the state ordered that hospitals cannot release nursing home
residents back to those facilities if they test positive for the virus. With some people testing positive
with lingering COVID-19 indicators days or weeks after they seemingly recover, the state began
opening the transitional nursing homes that can handle stable coronavirus patients.
 
“Frankly, we said if there’s any risk that they are positive, they cannot go back,” said Mary Mayhew,
secretary of the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA). “We know, not only is that
population the most vulnerable to fatality, the residential setting is at greatest risk for rapid
transmission.”
 
Treating someone with COVID-19 requires four times the personnel than treatment would otherwise
require, and hospitals are caught out in the low season of their hiring cycle.
 
The transitional facilities give at-risk nursing home residents “a place to go that is safe, provide relief
to the hospitals, relieve some of that capacity from the hospital to the nursing home setting,” said
Avante Group Vice President Kimberly Biegasiewicz.
 
Florida’s request to the federal government for more hospital personnel is being processed,
DeSantis said, encouraged by discussions with Vice President Mike Pence over the past week.
 
 
Mayhew also highlighted AHCA’s regional approach to communication with local governments.
 
“Government is not often accused of being nimble, but we have done everything possible to
respond timely to the needs and the demands around the state,” she said.
 
DeSantis and health professionals have repeatedly tried to assuage fears that hospitals are unsafe.
Medical experts are reporting that people are delaying entering the hospital until their symptoms
worsen, which becomes problematic for heart conditions and other serious illnesses.







 
“This virus is one part of health,” the Governor said. “There’s a whole host of other things that we’ve
also got to be concerned with.”
 
 
 
DeSantis extends state of emergency for 60 days
Date Collected Jul 7, 2020 2:44 PM EDT
Category Local
Source WINK TV
Author WINK News
Market Fort Myers, FL
Language English
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis on Tuesday issued an executive order extending the state of emergency for 60
days due to the coronavirus.
 
The state of emergency was first issued March 9.
 
The extension comes as COVID-19 cases soar in the state, with 213,794 positive cases recorded
statewide since the onset of the pandemic.
 
The Florida Department of Health on Tuesday released numbers about the coronavirus in the state.
Here are some takeaways:
 
213,794: Total number of cases;
7,347: Increase in cases from Monday’s count;
61,360: Increase in cases during the past week (from a June 30 count);
3,841: Deaths of Florida residents;
63: Increase in Florida resident deaths from a Monday count, with deaths of people who tested
positive in Brevard, Broward, Charlotte, Columbia, Miami-Dade, Duval, Escambia, Highlands,
Hillsborough, Lake, Lee, Madison, Manatee, Martin, Nassau, Okaloosa, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco,
Pinellas, Polk, St. Lucie and Volusia counties;
336: Increase in Florida resident deaths during the past week;
1,980: Deaths of residents or staff members of long-term care facilities;
30: Increase in long-term care deaths from a Monday count;
16,425: Cumulative hospitalizations of Florida residents from the coronavirus;
380: Increase in cumulative hospitalizations from a Monday count;
2,271,267: Test results received by the Florida Department of Health;
9.4: Percentage of positive test results.
 
 
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis reiterates commitment to curbing the spread of COVID-19 in long term care
facilities
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Date Collected Jul 7, 2020 2:27 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Click Orlando
Market Orlando, FL
Language English
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis held a news briefing Monday in Miami to discuss COVID-19 updates and said he
would continue to allocate resources to long term care facilities across the state to help prevent the
spread of coronavirus in vulnerable demographics.
 
“Today we’re at the site of the old Pan American Hospitals, now the Miami Care Center, and we’re
doing that to highlight a new partnership between the Miami Care Center the Avante Group Skilled
Nursing and Rehabilitation Centers in the state of Florida to create 150 bed COVID-19 dedicated
nursing home,” DeSantis said. “This is the 12th of its kind throughout the state of Florida.”
 
According to the governor, the center has been operating since the beginning of July and has
admitted 18 patients with more on the way, and the current ability to staff up to 70 beds, but plan
to up that staffing number up to 150 beds.
 
“This is very important so, in South Florida, you now have the Miami Care Center, you have a facility
and Broward, that’s COVID only. And then you have two in Palm Beach County, that are COVID only.
So that’s a pretty significant number of beds, to be able to care for people who are COVID positive
but care for them in a way that they’re not spreading horrible seniors, and these long term care
facilities, you know one trend that we’ve been seeing,” DeSantis said.
 
DeSantis said the partnership to create the care center came as Florida worked to combat the
spread of COVID-19 in communities of older individuals, especially by upping health and safety
measures at long term care facilities.
 
“I think we’ve seen in areas of the country where you had really high fatality rates. Part of that
stemmed from policies in which long term care residents who were COVID positive in the hospital.
The medically stable were sent back into nursing facilities, who didn’t have (where to) isolate them.
And so, as we know, with this virus it spreads, and in those instances, it was spreading amongst the
most vulnerable,” DeSantis said.
 
“We recognize that that would be something that would be very problematic to have a COVID
positive nursing home residents be put back into a facility where you couldn’t have proper isolation,
would be a recipe for more spread, obviously more hospitalizations and more fatalities and so we
prohibited discharging COVID positive patients back into nursing facilities, and that was the right
decision to do -- saved a lot of lives by doing that as prevented outbreaks.”
 
DeSantis said that Mary Mayhew, Secretary of the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration, led
the charge in establishing facilities where patients could find a balance of care that landed between
a long term care facility and a hospital.
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“This serves both as a step up from a long term care facility that may not have the ability to
appropriately isolate a COVID positive resident, but also a step down from a hospital setting where
you may have somebody who’s COVID positive, but they are medically stable and don’t require that
level of medical attention. And so having this is really an important tool,” DeSantis said.
 
The governor also said that consistent COVID-19 tests would continue to be administered at long
term care facilities on a two-week basis.
 
“We’ve done the testing of the residents and the staff from April through the beginning of June.
We’ve now have a rule in place per Secretary Mayhew that all staff members of long term care
facilities, need to be tested every two weeks. That’s like 180 - 190,000 people,” DeSantis said. “So
those tests are being administered as we speak, they’ve been distributed I think about 10 days ago,
you’re gonna start getting more and more of those results come in.”
 
DeSantis said that with the testing being done in long term care facilities, the positivity rate may
climb.
 
“So we anticipate seeing a higher positivity rate, but by doing the testing allows us to isolate the staff
member, so that they don’t spread it to the residents,” DeSantis said. “So, all in all, we’ve done to
protect the vulnerable here in the state of Florida. This is another big step in that direction. And I
think it’s going to be an important tool to help protect vulnerable (people).”
 
As of Tuesday, the Florida Department of Health reported 213,794, total cases of COVID-19 since the
pandemic reached the state on March 1, as well as 16,425 total hospitalizations. The state reported
a total of 3,841 Florida resident deaths and 102 non-resident deaths Tuesday.
 
 
 
‘Contact tracing is not going to be enough,’ Gov. DeSantis says in fight against COVID-19
Date Collected Jul 7, 2020 3:32 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Click Orlando
Market Orlando, FL
Language English
 
Contact tracing is not the foundation of Florida’s strategy to fight the coronavirus pandemic, Gov.
Ron DeSantis said at a Miami medical center Tuesday.
 
When asked if he would be hiring more contact tracers for the state department of health, he
evaded the question saying millions of dollars had already been allocated to the agency.
 
“I’ve already greenlight $138 million for the department of health to support not just contact tracing
but other personnel,” he said.
 
He said counties can hire contact tracers based on their individual needs using CARES Act funding
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but the state funds allocated to the Florida Department of Health is for the agency to use to combat
the virus at a state level.
 
“It’s a component,” he said about contact tracing. “But at the end of the day, you know this is not a
disease in which you get visibly sick. Most of the people walking around with this either don’t know
they have very mild symptoms and will never come in contact with the help.”
 
DeSantis’ comments come as the FDOH reported 7,347 new cases of coronavirus Tuesday.
Statewide, another 380 people have been hospitalized due to complications with COVID-19.
 
Florida has seen 213,794 cases of COVID-19 since the virus was first detected in the state on March
1. South Florida consistently remains the hardest-hit region making up a bulk of the state’s cases.
Orange County falls in the top five counties with the most reported cases in the state.
 
DeSantis reiterated that it’s a younger demographic of Floridians who have recently been infected
with the virus, saying its people in their 20s and 30s who are now making up a bulk of the new
infections. During the question and answer portion of the news conference, he said this
demographic isn’t responsive to contact tracing efforts.
 
“Another problem that you’ve seen is typically the younger folks aren’t cooperating with contact
tracers,” he said. “They’re just not getting a lot of support."
 
The governor said Monday the largest age with cases in Florida is among 21 years old. He’s
previously pointed to younger Floridian’s tendency to take advantage of the state’s reopened bars
and restaurants and being part of larger gatherings as a reason for the spread of the coronavirus. He
said as groups gather its difficult to trace exposure unless people in this younger demographic gets
tested.
 
“You do have some informal contact tracing that’s gone on with younger people where someone will
have like a party at somebody’s house and someone at that party later test positive and they tell
everyone,” he said. He noted the individual who tested positive often encourages others to get
tested as well, but one can’t force the others at the gathering to get tested, which could become an
obstacle for contact tracers.
 
“I think it’s important, but it doesn’t do the whole thing when you talk about an asymptomatic
(virus) so it’s not as simple as saying you could just contact. Not, not when you have a large
asymptomatic illness,” the governor said.
 
He said beyond contact tracing, Floridians need to protect its vulnerable populations and continue to
take precautions.
 
“Look, we understand now how this thing is transmitted. When it’s hot out there you pack a bunch
of people in private residents you know have a party loud music a lot of hooting and hollering, that is
going to be a strong venue for transmission. They understand that if you maintain physical distance,
you know the chance of you in fact are being affected drops dramatically,” he said. “I think are really







the significant behaviors and then obviously for the vulnerable populations to be limiting your close
contact outside your home to avoid crowds, as much as you can.”
 
 
 
Florida to be under virus emergency during Republican National Convention
Date Collected Jul 7, 2020 3:23 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Author A.G. Gancarski
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
It’s now official: the state of Florida will be under a state of emergency due to COVID-19 through the
Republican National Convention.
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis on Tuesday made it official with Executive Order 20-166, extending the state of
emergency declared in Executive Order 20-52 for 60 days.
 
20-52 was originally issued in March, at a time when the Legislature was still in Session and
coronavirus fears had not reached the general public.
 
Both orders came at pivotal moments.
 
The March order was issued just after the Florida House was cleared over fears that five legislators
and one staffer had potentially been infected by the coronavirus.
 
At that point, there were just 14 confirmed cases of the coronavirus in the state — 13 residents and
one non-resident.
 
The latest extension came at a time when total case numbers are no longer in the teens, but positive
testing rates are. More than 210,000 Floridians have tested positive for the virus since the original
order.
 
The median age of positive tests is creeping back up, now at 40 years of age, suggesting that
community spread among younger populations is insinuating its way into more mature
demographics.
 
With the virus clearly not slowing down, questions have emerged for the Governor about the
Republican National Convention, expected to be a full-capacity event in Jacksonville in August, when
the state will still be under this state of emergency.
 
DeSantis faced just such a question from POLITICO reporter Marc Caputo on Tuesday, but the
Governor kept walking rather than answer it. Similar attempts to get clarity on the RNC question
went unaddressed by DeSantis at least one previous press conference.
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Meanwhile, in Jacksonville, coronavirus concerns have impacted planning for the event.
 
The Mayor suggested that perhaps a full-occupancy convention may not be in the cards after all,
given the state still being in Phase 2 reopening, which includes indoor occupancy caps.
 
“Facilities cannot participate in anything over 50% capacity,” Mayor Lenny Curry said. “That’s where
we are right now. So we’re just going to continue to evaluate as we move toward that date.”
 
For the Republican National Convention, as is the case with schools poised to reopen, sports leagues
preparing to relaunch, and businesses attempting to figure out the next move, the waiting game
continues.
 
And for the Sunshine State, the same holds true for the state of emergency.
 
 
 
 








From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Epstein, Samantha
Subject: Re: Fox News - RNC Convention
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:32:58 AM
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Good answer. The New York Times called me late last night. I told him to call you. 


Pauline J. Rolle, MD, MPH, CPH
Interim Health Officer
Medical Executive Director
DOH-Duval


Get Outlook for Android


From: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:18:02 AM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: FW: Fox News - RNC Convention
 
Hi, Dr. Rolle-
 
We have a media inquiry from Fox News. Here is the question and my proposed response. I’ll be sure
to send a call sheet up to ESF-14 too.
 
Question:                                           
Do you have any guidance on whether RNC officials have reached out to the health
department regarding possibly holding the convention in Jacksonville?
 
Proposed Response:
If the Republican National Convention is held in Duval County, The Florida Department of
Health in Duval County will work to support the city of Jacksonville to ensure the well-being of
event attendees.
 
The Department would work with local officials to ensure that all the appropriate measures
are being taken with regards to COVID-19 based on the current CDC guidance.
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From: zzzz Feedback, CHD16_DCHD_Contact 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 8:00 AM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: FW: Fox News - RNC Convention
 
 
 


 


From: Reuschle, Kathleen <kathleen.reuschle@FOXNEWS.COM> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 6:36 AM
To: zzzz Feedback, CHD16_DCHD_Contact <DCHD.Contact@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Fox News - RNC Convention
 
Good morning
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Do you have any guidance on whether RNC officials have reached out to the health department
regarding possibly holding the convention in Jacksonville?
 
Thank you
Kat Reuschle
7868632675
 
Get Outlook for iOS
This message and its attachments may contain legally privileged or confidential information. It is
intended solely for the named addressee. If you are not the addressee indicated in this message (or
responsible for delivery of the message to the addressee), you may not copy or deliver this message
or its attachments to anyone. Rather, you should permanently delete this message and its
attachments and kindly notify the sender by reply e-mail. Any content of this message and its
attachments that does not relate to the official business of Fox News or Fox Business must not be
taken to have been sent or endorsed by either of them. No representation is made that this email or
its attachments are without defect.
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From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: FW: Possible interview...
Date: Friday, June 12, 2020 12:42:26 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Dr, Rolle-
 
I am waiting to hear back from Alberto about a media strategy for the RNC inquiries. I sent an email
earlier to Alberto and Nina, cc’d you and just left Alberto a voicemail.
 
I responded to Melanie earlier… letting her know that I would discuss this request with leadership.
 
I know we have a great relationship with the Morning Show and I hate the idea of letting them
down. But I would really like to have input from Central Office before we say anything more about
the RNC. We already released this statement to channel 4 and Fox News, I believe earlier this week:
 
If the Republican National Convention is held in Duval County, The Florida Department of
Health in Duval County will work to support the city of Jacksonville to ensure the well-being of
event attendees.
The Department would work with local officials to ensure that all the appropriate measures
are being taken with regards to COVID-19 based on the current CDC guidance.
 
While I wait for a response, I will just start putting these requests into one large call sheet with
proposed answers for ESF-14.
 
 
 


 


From: Melanie Lawson <mlawson@wjxt.com> 
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2020 9:10 AM
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To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Possible interview...
 
Hi Samantha,
 
Hope you’re doing well.  Anyway we can get Dr. Rolle on Monday at 8:15 to talk about COVID spikes
and RNC coming to town.  It will be non-political just planning for a big event with people coming
from all over the country.  There are obviously other ones to discuss happening before the RNC as
well.
 
Thanks for the consideration,
 
Melanie  








From: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida
To: dldohchdadministrators_directors@flhealth.gov
Subject: The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
Date: Thursday, June 4, 2020 6:37:18 PM


Banner


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 4, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – The State of Florida is responding to COVID-19. In an effort to keep Florida residents and visitors safe and aware regarding
the status of the virus, the Florida Department of Health will continue to issue this update every day through Phase 1 of Florida’s reopening plan.
Once the state moves into Phase 2, DOH will provide this update once per week. However, DOH will continue to update the COVID-19 dashboard
and post the state report daily.


Governor Ron DeSantis is in constant communication with Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz and State Surgeon
General Dr. Scott Rivkees as the State of Florida continues to monitor and respond to the threat of COVID-19.


Recent actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive
Order 20-86. To date, more than 58,100 traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 63,600 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
Approximately 2,239 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 316,766 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
The State University System has directed all 12 state universities to develop alternate plans for summer commencement ceremonies, which
include any rescheduled spring commencement plans that may have been postponed to summer.
The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) disseminated Executive Order 20-139 on Phase 2: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for
Florida’s Recovery to all 11 Area Agencies on Aging (AAA).


Additional actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH


The Florida Department of Health (DOH) announced that antibody COVID-19 test results data is now available. This report will be provided
once a week and contains county, race and lab information on antibody COVID-19 tests conducted in Florida. That report is available here. 
To date, DOH has reported more than 1,000 contact tracers who are assisting with COVID-19 efforts across the state.
DOH announced that the list of long-term care facilities in Florida associated with COVID-19 cases will now include active cases in each facility
in order to provide real-time data. The list of long-term care facilities with active COVID-19 cases is available here. 
DOH is providing a report detailing surveillance data for every Florida county. Previously, this information was only available for select
communities. The surveillance data report is available here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a Public Health Emergency for COVID-19 in Florida.
DOH established a public call center for questions regarding COVID-19. The call center launched Monday, March 2, and is open 24/7.
DOH established mechanisms for monitoring and coordination with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding
epidemiological activities.
DOH distributed CDC Interim Guidance for public health personnel evaluating Persons Under Investigation (PUI) and asymptomatic close
contacts of confirmed cases at their home or non-home residential settings to CHDs.
DOH approved and disseminated an updated Clinician Screening Tool for identifying COVID-19 PUIs.
DOH implemented testing at all three State Public Health Laboratories and distributed updated laboratory guidance regarding implementation
of testing at State Public Health Laboratories.
DOH has worked to implement additional private lab testing.
DOH has developed and disseminated pandemic planning guidance. 
Advised CHDs and HCCs to retain expired personal protective equipment until further notice.
DOH is continuing support for long-term care facilities with REST teams. DOH strike teams have completed assessments for 3,874 long term
care facilities to determine immediate unmet needs and promote appropriate infection control practices.
DOH strike teams are continuing to respond to long term care facilities with COVID-19 positive patients.
In an effort to increase testing, Governor DeSantis has directed Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees on an emergency temporary basis to allow
licensed pharmacists in Florida to order and administer COVID-19 tests.
DOH is working with Florida’s Board of Pharmacy and Florida’s Department of Business and Professional Regulation on mobile pharmacy
compliance guidance.


FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


The Florida Division of Emergency Management announced that an additional three COVID-19 testing sites across the state have been
created through a partnership between Publix, FDEM and Quest Diagnostics. Locations are available here.
Five state-supported drive-thru testing sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval counties are offering free antibody testing
to anyone over the age of 18. The sites with antibody tests are:


FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches, antibody testing is by appointment only and the site can accept up to 40 appointments per day
To make an appointment, call: 561-642-1000  


Hard Rock Stadium, can test up to 125 individuals per day
Miami Beach Convention Center, can test up to 80 individuals per day



mailto:FLSERT@public.govdelivery.com

mailto:dldohchdadministrators_directors@flhealth.gov

mailto:ESF14@em.myflorida.com

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDQuMjI0OTQ5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbGdvdi5jb20vd3AtY29udGVudC91cGxvYWRzL29yZGVycy8yMDIwL0VPXzIwLTEzOS5wZGYifQ.flZfRwVfyRzJzrlV1FJH_-AlCz_QgN_FFkfDl0YLxdY/br/79503570610-l

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDQuMjI0OTQ5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3cxMS5kb2guc3RhdGUuZmwudXMvY29tbS9fcGFydG5lcnMvYWN0aW9uL3JlcG9ydF9hcmNoaXZlL3Nlcm9sb2d5L3Nlcm9sb2d5XzIwMjAwNTI5LnBkZiJ9.wB4bE2UN6CE10cIPW_JtYUkbVlMFSCDv6RmYuxAQq8Y/br/79503570610-l

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..WWpVQ8LyAHrpM00E-rlJcjfk7xGrx7g02pUwtOEgDNY%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057064845&sdata=wfyqNcNaNLLcooRIKZmHf76pbVnQmEuqxux%2BfiHDRE4%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..KGMGNZzb-K3Lbe0OP4e6LnVr47e9Me2QycEx6fNOM_Y%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057074806&sdata=K%2BLrb%2BpMtTfBWxH%2BEkvUElICyzas%2Fgifub6kOKn8Rxs%3D&reserved=0

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDQuMjI0OTQ5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Zsb3JpZGFkaXNhc3Rlci5vcmcvbmV3cy1tZWRpYS9uZXdzLzIwMjAwNjAzLXN0YXRlLW9mLWZsb3JpZGEtYW5ub3VuY2VzLXRocmVlLW5ldy1jb3ZpZC0xOS10ZXN0aW5nLXNpdGVzLXRocm91Z2gtcGFydG5lcnNoaXAtd2l0aC1wdWJsaXgvIn0.FZCQBm_F2jKsUoe-mjTnIGKcqiRdHXvxIhYpOY2wrsg/br/79503570610-l





Orange County Convention Center, can test up to 125 individuals per day
TIAA Bank Field Lot J, can test up to 125 individuals per day


At the direction of Governor DeSantis, the state has established 15 drive-thru and 17 walk-up testing sites across the state, with more coming
online. More than 230,000 people have been tested at these sites. Floridians can find a site near them here.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


More than 27.5 million masks
More than 11 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 700 thousand gowns
91 thousand goggles
Nearly 52 thousand coveralls


For long-term care facilities alone, the Division has sent:
More than 10 million masks
1 million gloves
More than 500,000 face shields
160,000 gowns


The Florida Division of Emergency Management has launched a website to track the mobile lab that is testing long-term care facilities across
the state. The website is available here.
Find more information on DEM’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 1,400 onsite visits to facilities and nearly 14,500 telephone
calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
AHCA issued Emergency Order NO. 20-003 providing financial relief to nursing homes and Intermediate Care Facilities during the state’s
public health emergency. The emergency order extends the deadlines for March and April 2020 Quality Assessment payments until June 15,
2020 for Intermediate Care Facilities, and June 20, 2020 for nursing homes.
AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-2 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-3. These rules require nursing homes and assisted living facilities
to grant access to the Florida Department of Health or their authorized representative for the purpose infection prevention and control, including
mandated COVID-19 testing of both on-duty and off-duty staff when arranged by the Department.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-1 requiring hospitals to test all patients for COVID-19,
regardless of symptoms, prior to discharge to long-term care facilities.
AHCA sent out an email to nursing homes requiring the transfer of residents with verified or suspected cases if they cannot be appropriately
isolated and adhere to the CDC recommendations for COVID-19 response.
AHCA issued a provider alert announcing additional flexibilities within the Medicaid program made at the direction of Governor DeSantis.
Authorization requirements and services limits for medically necessary behavioral health care for are now waived.
AHCA created a new temporary Personal Care Attendant program to help long-term care facilities fill staffing shortages. The program provides
an 8-hour training on assisting with direct care so that personal care attendants can temporarily perform additional duties.
AHCA has been working with the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to ensure current Medicaid recipients maintain benefits during
the state of emergency. Medicaid application deadlines have also been extended.
Find more information on AHCA’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION


DPBR has distributed Additional Information for Barbershops and Cosmetology Salons Pursuant to Executive Order 20-120 and FAQs for
Executive Order 20-120 – Expanding Phase 1: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery to provide additional information and
guidelines for barbershops, cosmetology salons, and cosmetology specialty salons.
Find more information on DBPR’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES


Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which will automatically
issue benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school
meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
As part of her Hope for Healing Florida initiative, First Lady Casey DeSantis recently announced that the Department of Children and Families
(DCF) will be receiving a $1.9 million emergency grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, which will
provide crisis counseling and other mental health support for Floridians impacted by COVID-19.
Per DCF’s request, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Florida’s waiver to permit the state to launch a pilot project
that allows families to purchase groceries online with their Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card beginning April 21, 2020.
Under Governor DeSantis’ direction, DCF has temporarily increased Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients’ benefit
amount to the maximum monthly allotment based on household size through May 2020.
DCF worked with the Department of Health (DOH) to develop precautionary protocols for child welfare professionals and adult protective
investigators who may have to make in-person visits to ensure the safety of those vulnerable populations.
Find more information on DCF’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS


The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) has distributed cloth face coverings to all correctional officers and inmates at correctional
institutions statewide.
FDC is closely aligned with the CDC Interim Guidance on Management of COVID-19 in Correctional and Detention Facilities.
New inmate commitments from county jails undergo additional screening and 14-day quarantine before placement within the general
population.
FDC has suspended visitation and volunteer programs at all correctional institutions statewide.
Find more information on FDC’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY


Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through June 13, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
To comply with federal law, effective May 10, 2020, claimants for all Reemployment Assistance programs, including state Reemployment
Assistance, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, will be required to return to the
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CONNECT system every two weeks to request their benefits or “claim their weeks.” In doing so, claimants will confirm that they are still
unemployed and acknowledge that they are able and available for work should it be offered. For more information, click here. If claimants,
currently receiving Reemployment Assistance benefits, no longer wish to receive benefits, they do not need to claim their weeks, as payments
will stop processing if weeks stop being claimed.
DEO, in partnership with the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, launched a website to verify the identity of claimants
who have been locked out of their CONNECT account, the online system for processing Reemployment Assistance claims. Individuals who
were locked out of their CONNECT account have been notified and provided a direct link to verify their information so they can access their
account.
DEO is administering the Federal Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program. The program is offered by the federal CARES
Act and provides up to 13 weeks of benefits to a claimant who has exhausted Reemployment Assistance. For more information, please click
here.
The Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program that provides unemployment benefits to those that may not otherwise be
eligible under Florida’s state Reemployment Assistance program is available. Eligibility includes independent contractors, gig workers and
individuals who are self-employed. Working Floridians who have been impacted by COVID-19 and believe they may be eligible for Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance, can visit FloridaJobs.org and select "File a Claim" to apply and be considered for PUA. Individuals may also call 1-
833-FL-Apply (1-833-352-7759) for any questions they may have.
DEO continues to provide updates on the efforts made to address the challenges to Florida’s Reemployment Assistance program in response
to COVID-19. This includes a new State Reemployment Assistance Claims Dashboard that is updated daily to reflect the total number of
Reemployment Assistance Claims submitted, verified, processed and paid.
DEO announced more than 1,000 small businesses have been awarded more than $49 million from the Florida Small Emergency Bridge Loan
program. 
The Business Damage Assessment survey is activated and continues to accept surveys to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local
business operations and determine the appropriate actions for recovery. Click here to access the survey.
Find more information on DEO’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-EO-02 that:
Extends Professional and Temporary Educator Certificates expiring on June 30, 2020 to December 31, 2020.
Suspends the requirement for school districts to conduct annual evaluations for teachers and administrators for the 2019-20 school year;
Extends deadlines for English Language Learners to exit ESOL programs and suspends date of providing or extending services until
schools re-open;
Suspends requirement for districts to determine how to meet differentiated pay requirements for teachers on the performance pay
schedule;
Suspends testing requirement to student eligibility into college-credit dual enrollment courses;
Extends deadlines related to Individual Educational Plans;  
Extends deadlines for provisional and annual licenses issued by the Commission for Independent Education; and
Allows remote assessment for determining eligibility and priority for Vocational Rehabilitation services.


The Department of Education’s (DOE) Office of Early Learning, in coordination with local early learning coalitions, has prioritized and increased
access to childcare services for first responders and health care professionals by creating an expedited referral process to swiftly provide
priority access.
Florida College System institutions and private institutions across the state have donated more than 130 ventilators typically used in medical
training programs to local hospitals, community medical centers and other facilities.
Since April 1, 2020, when DOE announced the waiver of certification exam fees, more than 31,000 educators have signed up to take the
Florida Teacher Certification Examination using the waiver. This translates into over 62,000 actual exam registrations for a savings value of
more than $8 million for Florida educators.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran announced that 32,614 laptop computers are being distributed to 34
mostly small, rural school districts throughout Florida and the Florida A&M University Developmental Research School.
DOE has delayed the deadline for teacher certification requirements and offered a fee waiver for testing. More than 22,000 teachers have
taken advantage of the fee waiver so far.
The Florida Virtual School has created the Online Learning Community with engaging and informative content for teachers and parents of K-12
students.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Commissioner of Education Richard Corcoran recommended that all Florida public and private K-12 schools
continue distance learning and keep school campuses closed the remainder of the 2019-2020 academic year. DOE has compiled dozens of
free distance learning resources on its emergency response page. 
Find more information on DOE’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ELDER AFFAIRS


The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) disseminated Executive Order 20-139 on Phase 2: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for
Florida’s Recovery to all 11 Area Agencies on Aging (AAA).
DOEA provided technical assistance to AAAs regarding shopping assistance, meals, service delivery, telephone reassurance, and the
Restaurant Meal Initiative.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) issued Emergency Order 20-01
pertaining to in-person guardian visitation requirements where COVID-19 response and mitigation measures prevent such visits.
DOEA issued Guidance in furtherance of Order 20-01 for Public and Professional Guardians to remain in compliance with Florida Statute
744.361(14).
DOEA has created a dedicated webpage to provide resources on COVID-19 including: tips for caregivers, information on closures of senior
centers and adult day care centers, and alternative services for congregate meal sites.
Find more information on DOEA’s COVID-19 response here.


ENTERPRISE FLORIDA


Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a Virtual Trade Shows Grant Program to allow companies to identify international clients and
generate new export opportunities. Traditional international trade shows are being temporarily replaced by virtual events to promote safe
worldwide business opportunities. For more information, please contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI created a virtual trade grant program to help Florida companies do business overseas as international travel is restricted. Businesses
interested in learning more about the new Virtual Business Matchmaking service should contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI conducted regional calls with stakeholders across the state to identify ideas for long-range economic recovery.
EFI suspended initial fees for its Microfinance Loan Guarantee Program to support Florida’s small business community impacted by COVID-19.
Interested businesses must apply through a local lender. For further information please contact your lender or visit Enterprise Florida’s website.
See resources compiled by EFI for businesses impacted by COVID-19 here.
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION


As part of its phased reopening, Florida State Parks is offering limited camping availability for guests. For the protection of both staff and
visitors, camping will not be available at all parks and cabins will remain closed. Additional safety measures such as reduced visitor density
may also be in place.
To date, 90 percent of Florida State Parks have been partially opened. To continue social distancing and mitigate the spread of COVID-19,
each open park has unique procedures in place. See the latest park and trail information here.
Areas of Florida State Parks managed by the Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection (ORCP) have been partially reopened, including
remote access trails, beaches, and boat ramps at the Research Reserves. Islands, beaches, and submerged lands within the Aquatic
Preserves are being re-opened in accordance with local ordinances. See current information on ORCP-managed lands here.
Find more information on DEP’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL REGULATION


The Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) issued Emergency Order 2020-03 temporarily expanding the motor vehicle retail installment initial
payment rule.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-02 extending certain filing deadlines for Florida’s financial services providers.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-01 extending certain renewal deadlines for money services businesses. 
OFR provided guidance for consumer finance businesses and professionals.
OFR provided guidance and an operational update for Florida’s securities businesses and professionals.
OFR provided informational guidance and an update to Florida’s financial institutions.
OFR created helpful resource lists for businesses and individuals to contact their financial services providers:


Florida Financial Institution Resource List
Top 40 Mortgage Servicers Resource List
Additional Financial Information and Resources List


Find more information on OFR’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES


The Florida Highway Patrol is assisting with the implementation and enforcement of Executive Order 20-86 at the direction of Governor
DeSantis.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, FLHSMV Executive Director Rhodes has waived commercial truck hours of
service regulations and other related regulations so that emergency supplies, equipment, commodities and resources can be moved more
quickly and efficiently throughout the state.
Find more information on FLHSMV’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF INSURANCE REGULATION


As part of its ongoing effort to keep policyholders informed, OIR published a list of resources to connect Florida policyholders with assistance
being offered by insurers in response to COVID-19.
The Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-06M providing guidance on the use of technology to help
combat the spread of COVID-19, including encouraging insurers to broaden access to care for telehealth services, and requesting Pharmacy
Benefit Managers to transition to an electronic audit process in order to avoid unnecessary risk and maintain social distancing.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-05M reminding insurers of applicable statutes regarding workers’ compensation insurance.
Workers’ compensation insurers are expected to comply with all of the provisions of Florida’s Workers’ Compensation Law.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-03M directing all insurers and other entities regulated by OIR to review and update their
business continuity and/or continuity of operations plans. Companies are directed to immediately contact OIR if their continuity plans are
activated and/or if business operations become compromised so it can work with insurers to avoid any disruption in consumer services.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-04M providing general guidance on the treatment of policyholders as part of the state’s
ongoing efforts to protect Floridians.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-02M as a reminder to all health insurers, health maintenance organizations, and other health
entities to allow for early prescription refills.
Find more information on OIR’s COVID-19 response here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE


The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) has instituted additional screening measures for essential personnel and vendors within juvenile
facilities.
Find more information on DJJ’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) is disseminating information on the hiring of former first responders to assist Florida
Division of Emergency Management field operations.
FDLE continues to work with DBPR on the process for enforcing the 50% seating capacity limit for the re-opening of restaurants, as well as
establishing DBPR points of contacts for fielding complaints about violations.
FDLE is working with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association on traffic assistance at testing/collection sites
statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association to monitor law enforcement staffing
impacts and staffing needs due to COVID-19.
FDLE and FHP continue to facilitate the escort of testing collection kits statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Sheriffs Association and Florida Police Chiefs Association to provide support to FHP at I-10 and I-95
checkpoints.
FDLE continues to work with ESF-16 partners on airport screening missions.
Find more information on FDLE’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA LOTTERY


Effective March 23, Florida Lottery Headquarters and district offices are closed to the public until further notice.  
Find more information on the Florida Lottery’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES
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The Department of Management Services (DMS) launched a dedicated telework page with resources and tutorials for employees and
employers operating in a remote work environment.
At the Governor’s direction, DMS Secretary Jonathan Satter issued an emergency order to ensure federal benefits granted through The
Families First Coronavirus Response Act are available to employees.
As directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to expand covered
telehealth benefits at no additional employee cost.
Also directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to cover immunizations at
participating in-network retail pharmacies at no cost to the member during this public health emergency.
Find more information on DMS’ COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS


Approximately 2,239 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 316,766 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FLNG continues to support the state's COVID-19 response through augmentation to airport screening measures, statewide logistics support,
coordination, planning and operational mission sets.
Find more information on DMA’s response to COVID-19 here.


AGENCY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES


The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) sent out a Guidance Booklet to Providers and Waiver Support Coordinators recently to outline
waiver changes and flexibilities as a result of COVID-19. It also included information on infection control measures and recommended actions
when faced with various scenarios.
APD is distributing washable face masks donated by The Family Care Council to providers and customers living in APD group homes.
APD issued Emergency Order 20-03, which temporarily suspends face to face visits to administer the Questionnaire for Situational Information
to determine the level of need of APD customers.
Find more information on APD’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE


The Department of Revenue (DOR) has issued an emergency order extending certain corporate income tax (CIT) due dates. For corporations
with a fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2019, the due date for Florida CIT payments is extended to June 1, 2020. For corporations with fiscal years
ending Dec. 31, 2019, Jan. 31, 2020, or Feb. 29, 2020, the due date for Florida CIT returns is extended to August 3, 2020. The due dates for
Florida CIT payments for corporations with fiscal years ending Jan. 31 or Feb. 29, 2020, remain June 1, 2020 and July 1, 2020, respectively.
DOR has created a dedicated webpage for child support customers who have questions about the child support offset for Economic Impact
Payments under the CARES Act. Under federal law, these payments are subject to federal offset for persons who owe past-due support.
DOR has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for tax-related questions and information.
The department also has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for child support customers and alternative options for handling many child support
case activities without visiting an office.
Find more information on DOR’s response to COVID-19 here.


CAREERSOURCE FLORIDA


The CareerSource Florida network is offering in-person appointments to assist job seekers and businesses with employment needs, especially
those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, with the exception of career centers in Miami-Dade and Monroe counties.


CareerSource South Florida is offering services virtually and over the phone, with plans to provide in-person appointments as soon as
possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety protocol training to protect customers and
employees.


The CareerSource Florida network has continued to provide employment and business services virtually, via telephone, by email and by
appointment in some locations throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since March 1, CareerSource Florida has assisted the following individuals:


More than 339,000 job seekers served
More than 15,150 job seekers placed in employment
More than 1,465 job seekers enrolled in training
More than 19,600 businesses served
More than 59,730 new jobs posted


The state workforce board and all 24 local workforce development boards are assisting with CONNECT PIN resets and processing
Reemployment Assistance applications.
CareerSource Florida has launched an integrated public and business outreach campaign, Help is Here, a comprehensive resource for
employment and business services.
For a list of Florida’s local workforce development boards and their contact information, please click here.


STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF FLORIDA


The State University System has directed all 12 state universities to develop alternate plans for summer commencement ceremonies, which
include any rescheduled spring commencement plans that may have been postponed to summer.
The State University System Task Force has issued guidelines for reopening university campuses in the fall. Universities will present their
individual plans based on these guidelines to the Board of Governors on June 23, 2020.
Find more information on SUS’ response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-97, delaying elections in Pasco County at the request of Pasco County Supervisor of
Elections Brian Corley.
Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee announced the issuance of an emergency order and emergency rules to extend annual report filing deadlines
for business entities, as well as outline changes to the candidate petition and candidate qualifying processes.
Find more information on the Florida Department of State’s Response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


Governor DeSantis and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Secretary Thibault announced the opening of five new Interstate 4 (I-
4)/State Road (S.R.) 408 flyover ramps. This work was completed more than three months ahead of schedule and increases safety and
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mobility in the heart of Florida.
Due to continued lower traffic volumes as a result of COVID-19, FDOT expedited more than 40 additional critical transportation projects by at
least 650 total contract days, while also providing essential jobs to Floridians. Find more information about FDOT’s accelerated projects here.
FDOT Secretary Thibault and staff joined the Florida Trucking Association and the Florida Highway Patrol to hand out 500 meals to Florida’s
truck drivers.
FDOT is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86. To date, more than 58,100
traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 63,600 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
FDOT continues to coordinate with seaports across the state to monitor port activity.
Find more information on FDOT’s response to COVID-19 here.  


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA) has restricted visitor access to its state veterans’ homes until further notice, with the
exception of essential visitors. In addition, admissions in our network of state veterans’ homes are temporarily suspended.
Veterans who are concerned they may have symptoms of COVID-19, flu or cold should call the VISN 8 Clinical Contact Center toll free at (877)
741-3400 before coming to a VA facility. Clinicians are available to provide 24/7 virtual care and support, including nurse advice and triage.
To contact a teleworking FDVA Veterans’ Claims Examiner, call (727) 319-7440 or email VSO@fdva.state.fl.us.
Find more information on FDVA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION


The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) continues to be in close communication with the Governor’s Office, the Florida
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the most recent COVID-19 status and guidance.
Find more information on FWC’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION


The Florida Housing Finance Corporation (Florida Housing) issued an Emergency Rule to property owners and managers to suspend rent
increases during this public health emergency on properties funded by Florida Housing. Those who choose to implement rent increases that
impact residents during this global pandemic could result in consequences for future funding opportunities with Florida Housing.
As Florida Housing continues to be committed to the health and well-being of all Floridians, we have compiled a list of resources with relevant
information for homeowners, residents, developers, apartment owners, management companies, participating lenders, Realtors and SHIP
administrators regarding COVID-19.
Find more information on Florida Housing’s response to COVID-19 here.


VISIT FLORIDA


VISIT FLORIDA’s four welcome centers are closed until further notice. VISIT FLORIDA welcome center staff members have been trained to
provide customer service support for the Department of Economic Opportunity and are assisting with the influx of inquiries and calls from
impacted businesses and workers throughout the state.
Find more information on VISIT FLORIDA’s response to COVID-19 here.


VOLUNTEER FLORIDA


Volunteer Florida announced the availability of $300,000 in AmeriCorps Planning Grants to support organizations interested in implementing an
AmeriCorps program that addresses a critical community need caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Organizations interested in applying for
this planning grant should respond to the notice of funding by Thursday, June 18 at 5 pm (ET).
As the lead agency for volunteerism and service, Volunteer Florida is working to support voluntary organizations across the state and nation by
sharing resources, surveying needs and requesting that continuity of operations plans be created to avoid any service delivery disruption.
Find more information on Volunteer Florida’s response to COVID-19 here. 
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Subject: COVID-19 Daily Media Clips for 7.13.20 (Morning)
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COVID-19 Morning Media
Clips


 
 
 


Television
 


1:45
PlayDirect Link
WESH 2 News on CW 18 at 8am
Time Jul 13, 2020 8:32 AM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 8:32 AM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WKCF (CW)
Market DMA: 18 Orlando, FL
Language English
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00:54
PlayDirect Link
FOX 29 Morning News at 8:30
Time Jul 13, 2020 8:32 AM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 8:32 AM EDT
Category News Community
Call Sign WFLX (Fox)
Market DMA: 36 West Palm Beach, FL
Language English
 
 
 
 


1:07
PlayDirect Link
WMBB 6 A News
Time Jul 13, 2020 7:49 AM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 6:49 AM CDT
Category News
Call Sign WMBB (ABC)
Market DMA: 149 Panama City, FL
Language English
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Print
 
Cases, deaths continue climb; For third straight day, more than 90 dead across state; 614 new
cases in PBC
Date Collected Jul 12, 2020 10:35 AM EDT
Category Local
Source The Palm Beach Post
Author By Joel Engelhardt and Wayne Washington, Palm Beach Post Staff Writers
Market United States
Language English
 
The coronavirus continued its insipid climb in Florida on Saturday, with the state reporting more
than 10,000 new cases for the fifth time in the past 10 days.
 
Reports of deaths topped 90 for the third straight day, at 98, after never reaching that level through
nearly four months of pandemic reporting. The state has reported 310 deaths in the past three days,
for a total of 4,301 since reporting began in March.
 
In Palm Beach County, new cases totaled 614, the 33rd straight day of triple-figure increases. The
county closed in on 20,000 cases with 19,847, more than 18 American states.
 
Eight more Palm Beach County residents died, the Florida Department of Health said, citing cases
first reported as far back as June 11. Four men and four women were among the dead announced
Saturday, with the youngest age 60 and the oldest at 103.
 
At an hourlong news conference and discussion with hospital executives in Bradenton on Saturday,
Gov. Ron DeSantis acknowledged, in response to a question about reopening bars, that Florida is not
ready.
 
"Right now we're not making any changes, status quo," he said. "When we get in a more stable
situation,
 
then we'll take a look at it."
 
Statewide cases totaled 254,511, third among states behind California and New York.
 
The 10,360 new cases reported Saturday is the third-highest state total. The state topped 11,000
new cases twice in the past week - on Friday and on July 4.
 
For the 19th straight day, the state-reported "positivity rate," measuring the percentage of tests
coming back positive on that day, topped 10 percent. It reached 15 percent on Saturday, the Florida
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Department of Health calculated. DeSantis aimed for a 10 percent rate or lower before allowing
counties to reopen.
 
The state-reported positivity rate for Palm Beach County stood at 14 percent Saturday, the 12th
straight day it topped the governor's 10 percent standard.
 
On Saturday, DeSantis again cited the positivity rate as something "we're looking at very closely."
 
The state's newest report, citing the number of people hospitalized with COVID-19, showed slight
increases Saturday afternoon, with 7,186 statewide, an increase of 212 over Friday afternoon.
 
In Palm Beach County on Saturday afternoon, the number dropped by 11, with about 20 percent of
the county's hospital beds occupied by a patient with the disease. The number is updated in real
time throughout the day.
 
Is school reopening flexible?
 
At his news conference, DeSantis offered up what has become a sort of greatest hits from his
administration's virus response.
 
He recounted how his administration responded to the outbreak in March and noted, as he does
often, that the state's soaring caseload is tied to an increase in testing - a contention broadly
rejected by many public health experts.
 
And in an answer to a question from the media, the governor again emphasized the importance of
having children return to classrooms when the school year begins this fall, although he agreed that
flexibility to meet the needs of parents is critical.
 
The governor claimed that children usually aren't vectors for the virus and that, instead, adults
typically infect them with it. DeSantis did not address the possibility that teachers, administrators
and staff, working in close proximity again as the virus rages, could infect children, who could then
spread the disease at home.
 
He also didn't address what steps schools would take if an individual who has been in the classroom
tests positive.
 
Despite a statewide order that schools reopen to in-person learning in August, DeSantis offered that
he believes in school choice, meaning if parents feel strongly about keeping their kids at home,
school districts would have to fashion an appropriate response, which he said would be different
across the state.
 
But ultimately he returned to the bottom line that President Donald Trump has been emphasizing in
the past week Students need to return to school.
 
"We should all recognize that there is significant cost with not affording the opportunity for kids to







have in-person education," DeSantis said.
 
And in case the governor's comments opened the door to districts such as Palm Beach or Broward
counties that already have indicated they will not abide by the state mandate, Senate President Bill
Galvano, attending the event, squashed any hope that local school districts could decide on their
own to bypass the Department of Education's order.
 
"The DOE order cannot be ignored," Galvano said. "It needs to be adhered to. School boards cannot
ignore this order."
 
Galvano said the order means schools must be open five days a week for students starting with the
August opening date.
 
Despite the fact that the state's coronavirus caseload is exploding, Galvano praised the DeSantis
administration's response, saying Florida is faring better than most other states.
 
"We've had to navigate a changing landscape, a challenging landscape," he said. "I think we've
responded well."
 
COVID-only nursing homes
 
In Florida and across the country, older residents and people with underlying health conditions such
as obesity or diabetes continue to be at greatest risk of life-threatening complications if they get
COVID-19, the illness tied to the coronavirus.
 
Toward that end, DeSantis said his administration is establishing 13 facilities across the state where
long-term care patients who have tested positive for the virus can be housed.
 
"That's something that's addressing the most riskiest element," he said.
 
Two of those locations, as first reported in the Miami Herald, are among long-term care facilities in
Palm Beach County with the most COVID-19 deaths.
 
Oasis Health and Rehabilitation Center in Lake Worth Beach has the second-most deaths among
those facilities in Palm Beach County, with 16. Avante at Boca Raton has recorded six deaths, the
Florida Department of Health reports.
 
Avante has 30 residents and 12 staff who have tested positive for COVID-19 while Oasis has 14
residents and five staff who have tested positive, a separate DOH report states.
 
Long-term care facility deaths
 
While 27 of the state's 98 deaths reported Saturday came in long-term care facilities, the percentage
of statewide deaths in nursing homes and assisted-living facilities dipped below 50 percent Saturday
for the first time since late May.







 
Nineteen facilities in the state have experienced more COVID-related deaths than any long-term
homes in Palm Beach County. The most deaths, 49, have been counted at Hialeah Nursing And
Rehabilitation Center, with Fair Havens Center in Miami Springs next at 48.
 
In Palm Beach County, where the state reported 254 deaths in such facilities through Saturday, 60 of
125 Palm Beach County homes have reported at least one death.
 
Two or more deaths occurred at 38 Palm Beach County facilities, with 29 facilities accounting for 211
deaths, according to a weekly Department of Health report released Friday night.
 
None of the four facilities with the most deaths in Palm Beach County reported any new deaths in
the past week. That means Signature Healthcare of Palm Beach continued to have the most deaths
in the county at 18, followed by Oasis at 16, Arbor Oaks at Greenacres at 13 and Heartland Health
Care Center-Boynton Beach at 12.
 
Savannah Court of the Palm Beaches on Congress Avenue in West Palm Beach and The Crossings in
suburban Lake Worth reported the most Palm Beach County long-term care facility deaths in the
past week with three, each rising to four overall.
 
All the deaths at elder-care facilities in Palm Beach County have been among residents, not workers.
 
 
 
Florida passes 250k COVID-19 cases statewide
Date Collected Jul 12, 2020 9:27 AM EDT
Category Local
Source WTVY
Author Ryan Kaufman
Market Panama City, FL
Language English
 
One day after crossing over the 250k mark, Florida sets another statewide record number of COVID-
19 cases in a 24 hour period. The Sunshine State saw an increase of 15,300 new cases. This record is
also the highest single-day record in all 50 states.
 
According to the Florida Department of Health, 45 new deaths have also been reported.
 
The latest FDOH report shows that the positivity rate for new cases statewide is 11.25%. That
percentage is below the two week average of 14.44%. For reference, a total of 142,981 new test
were counted since the last report on Saturday.
 
On Friday, Tallahassee Memorial Hospital announced they will be updating their COVID-19 statistics
daily to provide more clarity on the local impact COVID-19 is having.
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As of July 10, TMH had a total of 35 positive COVID-19 cases, which brings the total up to 126.
 
Just one week after reporting the highest number of one day COVID-19 cases in Florida and the
United States, Florida adds another 10,360 new cases. This takes the total number of cases to
254,511.
 
The Sunshine State also added 98 new deaths, bringing the state total to 4,301.
 
In the Big Bend area, both Gadsden and Leon counties saw a larger than normal increase in cases.
Gadsden added 46 new cases within the last 24 hours. Leon County also added 85 to their overall
total.
 
The latest FDOH report shows that the positivity rate for new cases statewide is 12.64%. That
percentage is below the two week average of 14.49%. For reference, a total of 87,065 new test were
conducted since the last report on Friday.
 
 
 
Florida reports single-day record of 15,300 new coronavirus cases
Date Collected Jul 12, 2020 11:29 AM EDT
Category Local
Source News Channel 2000
Market Winter Park, FL
Language English
 
Florida shattered the national record Sunday for the largest single-day increase in positive
coronavirus cases in any state since the beginning of the pandemic, adding more than 15,000 cases
as its daily average death toll continued to also rise.
 
According to state Department of Health statistics, 15,300 people tested positive, for a total of
269,811 cases, and 45 deaths were recorded.
 
California had the previous record of daily positive cases - 11,694, set on Wednesday. New York had
11,571 on April 15.
 
The numbers come at the end of a grim, record-breaking week as Florida reported 514 fatalities - an
average of 73 per day. Three weeks ago, the state was averaging 30 deaths per day. Since the
pandemic began in March, 4,346 people have died in Florida of COVID-19, the state says.
 
Testing has doubled over the last month, going from about 25,000 tests per day to almost 50,000,
but the percentage of people testing positive has risen even more dramatically. A month ago, fewer
than 5% of tests came up positive on a daily average. Over the past week, the daily average
exceeded 19%.
 
Throughout May and into June, the state reopened much of its economy with some restrictions -
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and the number of positive cases began rising, but it wasn't until the last week that the daily death
total began rising, too.
 
Because of the increase in cases and the positivity rate, doctors have predicted a rise in deaths,
saying the mortality rate usually increases two to four weeks later as some of those infected get
sicker and eventually die. Health experts are concerned that people are gathering in crowds, and
have expressed concern that the Republican National Convention's nomination party for President
Donald Trump will be held in Jacksonville in August.
 
On Saturday, the Magic Kingdom and Animal Kingdom reopened at Walt Disney World in Orlando,
concerning health experts who urge people not to gather in groups. Guests at the park said that
people were wearing masks and social distancing, and videos showed near-empty parks.
 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said that even with the rising rates, he still wants the schools to reopen as
scheduled next month, saying children have not proven to be vectors for the disease in states and
countries where campuses are open. He said while each county will have to come up with
procedures, depending on their local infection rate, not opening the schools would exacerbate the
achievement gap between high- and low-performing students.
 
“We know there are huge, huge costs for not providing the availability of in-person schooling,” he
said. “The risk of corona, fortunately, for students is incredibly low.”
 
 
 
Florida breaks national record with 15,300 new coronavirus cases
Date Collected Jul 12, 2020 12:06 PM EDT
Category Local
Source News4Jax.com
Author Colette DuChanois, Tamara Lush and Terry Spencer
Market Jacksonville, FL
Language English
 
Florida on Sunday reported 15,300 additional coronavirus cases, the largest single-day increase in
new cases in any one state since the beginning of the pandemic.
 
According to numbers released Sunday morning by the Florida Department of Health, the state has
now recorded a total of 269,811 cases.
 
California had the previous record of daily cases -- 11,694 -- set on Wednesday. New York had
11,571 on April 15.
 
Florida’s previous single-day high was posted July 4 when the state reported 11,458 cases.
 
In Jacksonville, an additional 577 COVID-19 cases were reported Sunday, bringing Duval County’s
total to 12,864 cases.
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The state also reported 45 additional deaths related to the coronavirus on Sunday, including five in
Duval County. The additional deaths in Duval County were a 66-year-old woman (case first counted
June 20), a 91-year-old man (case first counted June 23), a 65-year-old woman (case first counted
June 27), a 69-year-old man (case first counted July 1) and a 74-year-old man (case first counted July
8).
 
So far, 4,346 Florida residents and visitors have died with the virus since the state started tracking
data in March.
 
The state on Sunday reported 248 new hospitalization admissions in 24 hours, bringing the total
number of Florida residents who have been hospitalized since the coronavirus pandemic began to
18,271.
 
Helen Ferre, a spokeswoman for DeSantis, said Sunday that the state has tested more than 2.4
million people for COVID-19.
 
Ferre said the important statistic isn’t the raw number of positives, but the percentage. Florida’s
positive testing rate on Saturday was 11.2%, while the percentage of tests that came back positive in
Duval County on Saturday was 9.4%.
 
“The more people who get tested and are proportionately reporting negative for this virus is
meaningful,” Ferre wrote in an email to The Associated Press.
 
Testing has doubled over the last month, going from about 25,000 tests per day to almost 50,000,
but the percentage of people testing positive has risen even more dramatically. A month ago, fewer
than 5% of tests came up positive on a daily average. Over the past week, the daily average
exceeded 19%.
 
About 10.7% of Saturday’s 143,000 tests came up positive, with an average age of 38.
 
“I still think we need to increase our testing a little bit more,” said University of Florida
epidemiologist Dr. Cindy Prins, adding that the state and local health departments should ramp up
their contact tracing.
 
Prins said that she’s still concerned about large crowds, gyms and some restaurants as being places
of mass transmission. Reports of illegal clubs and raves in South Florida is also a worry, she said.
 
“I really do think we could control this, and it’s the human element that is so critical. It should be an
effort of our country. We should be pulling together when we’re in a crisis, and we’re definitely not
doing it,” she said. “I know people want to live their lives. There have been a lot of other times,
people have made those sacrifices in order to benefit our society. It’s almost like a war effort. That’s
what we need right now.”
 
Throughout May and into June, the state reopened much of its economy with some restrictions --







and the number of positive cases began rising, but it wasn’t until the last week that the daily death
total began rising, too.
 
Because of the increase in cases and the positivity rate, doctors have predicted a rise in deaths,
saying the mortality rate usually increases two to four weeks later as some of those infected get
sicker and eventually die. Health experts are concerned that people are gathering in crowds, and
have expressed concern that the Republican National Convention’s nomination party for President
Donald Trump will be held in Jacksonville in August.
 
On Saturday, the Magic Kingdom and Animal Kingdom reopened at Walt Disney World in Orlando,
concerning health experts who urge people not to gather in groups. Guests at the park said that
people were wearing masks and social distancing, and videos showed near-empty parks.
 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said that even with the rising rates, he still wants the schools to reopen as
scheduled next month, saying children have not proven to be vectors for the disease in states and
countries where campuses are open. He said while each county will have to come up with
procedures, depending on their local infection rate, not opening the schools would exacerbate the
achievement gap between high- and low-performing students.Throughout May and into June, the
state reopened much of its economy with some restrictions — and the number of positive cases
began rising, but it wasn’t until the last week that the daily death total began rising, too.
 
Because of the increase in cases and the positivity rate, doctors have predicted a rise in deaths,
saying the mortality rate usually increases two to four weeks later as some of those infected get
sicker and eventually die. Health experts are concerned that people are gathering in crowds, and
have expressed concern that the Republican National Convention’s nomination party for President
Donald Trump will be held in Jacksonville in August.
 
On Saturday, the Magic Kingdom and Animal Kingdom reopened at Walt Disney World in Orlando,
concerning health experts who urge people not to gather in groups. Guests at the park said that
people were wearing masks and social distancing, and videos showed near-empty parks.
 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said that even with the rising rates, he still wants the schools to reopen as
scheduled next month, saying children have not proven to be vectors for the disease in states and
countries where campuses are open. He said while each county will have to come up with
procedures, depending on their local infection rate, not opening the schools would exacerbate the
achievement gap between high- and low-performing students.On June 29, Jacksonville Mayor Curry
issued a face mask mandate for Jacksonville, requiring people to wear masks indoors when they
can’t socially distance.
 
Jacksonville added three new federal testing sites at locations across the city Wednesday. The sites
were opened because Jacksonville has been designated a “surge site” by the federal government,
and DeSantis said the new sites will help identify areas of concern.
 
This week, the city also plans to open three testing sites of its own located in Arlington, Mandarin
and the Beaches communities.







 
 
 
Coronavirus in Florida Record-shattering 15K new COVID-19 cases in Florida
Date Collected Jul 12, 2020 12:00 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
State officials reported a walloping 15,300 new COVID-19 cases Sunday morning overshadowing the
previous daily record by nearly 4,000.
 
With the new diagnoses, 269,811 people, including 266,119 Florida residents, have tested positive in
the Sunshine State.
 
On the Fourth of July, the Department of Health and Division of Emergency Management reported
11,458 new diagnoses, which stood as the daily record until Sunday’s update. Reporting more than
10,000 new cases per morning update became a semi-regular occurrence over the past week,
including Saturday, when the state reported 10,360 new positives.
 
The 15,300 new cases cover Saturday morning to Sunday morning. For Saturday only, the state
diagnosed 15,299 positive residents.
 
The spike in total cases comes the day after Gov. Ron DeSantis said the spread of new cases had
“plateaued” over the last two weeks. But while the raw number of cases continues to set new highs,
the percent positivity rate is inching downward.
 
Conversa_728x90
The state counted 142,981 new samples Saturday, 50% higher than the 95,335 individuals counted
Thursday, the previous testing record.
 
Among those people who were prospective new positive cases, 11.3% returned positive. That’s still
above the state’s target 10% positivity rate, but below the 15%, 16% and even 18% the state hit over
the past two weeks.
 
“We increased from the end of June into July, but it’s been plateaued for the last two weeks, which
is a good sign,” DeSantis told reporters Saturday. “We’d rather be plateaued at 4%, but we didn’t
want to see it continue to just go up and up.”
 
But while he highlighted the bright side of several thousands of new confirmed cases, deaths have
started to tick upward. As of Sunday morning, 4,242 residents and 104 non-residents have died in
Florida, an increase of 45 residents.
 
Since Thursday, Florida recorded three straight days of more than 90 confirmed fatalities. Sunday
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put an end to that streak, but the state typically reports fewer fatalities on Sunday.
 
 
Another 248 residents were confirmed with COVID-19 cases in hospitals. Throughout the pandemic,
18,271 Floridians have been hospitalized.
 
At the time of publication, 7,446 people are hospitalized with a primary diagnosis of COVID-19,
according to the Agency for Health Care Administration. And 4,975 of the state’s 6,131 adult ICU
beds are occupied, leaving 18.9% available.
 
Emergency departments are noticing a downward trend in recent days of the number of visits for
symptoms tied to COVID-19 and the flu. But DeSantis warned that could be “more noise than signal,”
instead bookmarking that metric as something to revisit in the coming days.
 
While South Florida remains the largest hot spot, cases are also growing in Central Florida,
Southwest Florida and the Jacksonville area.
 
DOH reported 3,576 new cases in Miami-Dade County, where now 64,444 have tested positive.
Broward County added 1,772 cases to reach 30,025 and Palm Beach County has 20,018 overall,
including 1,171 more in Sunday’s report.
 
Hillsborough County has 19,150 after receiving 790 new positives. Cases in Pinellas County are also
on the rise with 10,844 total, an increase of 248.
 
Orange County, another resurgent county, now has 18,001 cases after counting 1,371 new positives.
 
Duval County reports 12,864 total cases, an increase of 577.
 
Lee County became the latest county with more than 10,000 cases, now 10,123 after a jump of
1,275 cases
 
Editor’s note on methodology: The Florida Department of Health releases new data every morning
around 10:45 a.m. The total number reported in those daily reports include the previous day’s totals
as well as the most up to date data as of about 9:30 a.m.
 
Florida Politics uses the report-over-report increase to document the number of new cases each day
because it represents the most up-to-date data available. Some of the more specific data, including
positivity rates and demographics, considers a different data set that includes only cases reported
the previous day.
 
This is important to note because the DOH report lists different daily totals than our methodology to
show day-over-day trends. Their numbers do not include non-residents who tested positive in the
state and they only include single-day data, therefore some data in the DOH report may appear
lower than what we report.
 







Our methodology was established based on careful consideration among our editorial staff to
capture both the most recent and accurate trends.
 
 
 
New Trial Using Antibodies To Attack Coronavirus Launches At Sarasota Memorial Hospital
Date Collected Jul 13, 2020 5:30 AM EDT
Category Local
Source WUSF Public Media
Author Kerry Sheridan
Market Tampa, FL
Language English
 
Sarasota Memorial is the first hospital in Florida to begin a scientific trial using an experimental
antibody treatment to attack coronavirus. Doctors hope the treatment, called REGN-COV2 and made
by Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, will offer a new way to treat and possibly prevent COVID-19.
 
SMH infectious disease doctor Manuel Gordillo said he is “very excited” about the trial, which began
at Sarasota Memorial Hospital on Thursday as part of a wider multi-national study.
 
“This is a new antibody that has been specifically designed to attack the spike protein, which is a
critical part of the coronavirus. It is the part of the virus that attaches to the human cells,” Gordillo
said.
 
It is first being tested in patients hospitalized with COVID-19 and who need oxygen. A second study is
scheduled to begin in mid-July, testing the treatment in people with milder illness who are not
hospitalized.
 
After that, a study will begin using the dual-action antibody treatment as a preventive measure in
people who have been exposed to coronavirus and are at risk of getting sick.
 
“We will be giving them this treatment about once a month to try to prevent this. It will be sort of
like a monthly vaccine type of treatment,” Gordillo said.
 
Regeneron’s antibody treatment is grown in a lab, so its supply doesn’t rely on human donations,
like convalescent plasma, which doctors say is running critically low.
 
Another promising anti-viral treatment, remdesivir, is also in short supply. Gordillo said Florida ran
out of remedesivir at the state level this week. He said hospital officials have sought federal help to
get more. Governor Ron DeSantis said more vials would arrive Saturday.
 
Gordillo said the Regeneron antibody treatment is “the most promising technology out there. This
will be like the next generation of treatments, so to speak.”
 
Last month, pharmaceutical company Eli Lilly launched the first trial using a monoclonal antibody to
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attack coronavirus.
 
Like hospitals around Florida, Sarasota Memorial Hospital is seeing a surge in patients who are sick
with COVID-19.
 
“Within a month, we have gone from single-digit patients to our nearly 100 patients in the hospital
today,” said Gordillo in a Zoom interview distributed by the hospital on Friday.
 
“We're not going to get out of this second wave for a few weeks. At least until you know, there is
less transmission in the community and usually that takes behavioral changes. That is going to take a
while to develop," he added.
 
“The only effective measures that we have now are physical distancing, social distancing, mask use,
hand hygiene and all the hygienic measures that we've been talking about for months now,” Gordillo
said.
 
 
 
 








From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.4.20 — Burnin’ today: DeSantis, Floyd,


Trump, Mattis, Rolón, Galvano
Date: Thursday, June 4, 2020 4:00:53 AM


Gov. Ron DeSantis announced Phase Two reopening in Florida amid
the COVID-19 pandemic, allowing movie theaters, bars, and casinos to
operate with limited capacity.


“Those have not been operating up to this point,” DeSantis said. “They
now have a pathway to do that. And if you do the dispensing and
sanitation, like some other states have done.”


At a news conference at Universal Studios in Orlando, DeSantis said
most of Florida is ready to enter a second reopening phase amid the
COVID-19 pandemic. The next step will only be in place for 64
counties, excluding Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach counties.
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Ron DeSantis announces Phase Two of Florida’s reopening.


The shift marks a chance to reopen bars, movie theaters, and pari-
mutuel betting facilities like those owned by the Seminole Tribe. For
casinos, specific reopening plans must be submitted and approved by
local government jurisdictions and the state Department of Business
and Professional Regulation, similar to what’s expected of theme parks.


There will still be 50% occupancy limits at those locales.


Bars and pubs will only be allowed to serve seated guests and social
distancing should still be accommodated. Restaurants can now seat
guests at bar tops.


Other newly opening businesses include tattoo parlors, acupuncture
businesses, tanning salons, and massage parlors, all of which must
abide by the Department of Health guidance.


Gyms will be able to reopen at full capacity, with appropriate social
distancing and sanitization.


A 50% cap remains on theaters, concert houses, auditoriums,
playhouses, bowling alleys and arcades.


DeSantis said theme parks have put procedures like temperature
checks in place that should be used by businesses as they move
forward.


He continued to note Florida has seen no one age 18 or younger die
from COVID-19 and that 85% of deaths have been patients over the
age of 65.
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Happening today — Thursday is the last day of a seven-day disaster
preparedness sales-tax holiday. Shoppers will be able to purchase tax-
free disaster supplies: Flashlights and lanterns costing $20 or less;
coolers and batteries costing $30 or less; radios and tarps costing $50
or less; and generators costing $750 or less.


  


“Minnesota murder charges upgraded for officer in death of
George Floyd” via Stephen Joyce and Stacie Sherman of Bloomberg
News — The murder charge against Derek Chauvin, a former
Minneapolis police department officer who was recorded kneeling on
the neck of a handcuffed Floyd for more than eight minutes, was
elevated to a second-degree crime. Minnesota Attorney General Keith
Ellison announced the upgrade.


“Three more officers are charged in Floyd’s death” via The New


America in crisis
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York Times — Minnesota officials charged three more former police
officers in the death of Floyd. Ellison, the attorney general of Minnesota,
announced the charges. The three, Thomas Lane, J. Alexander
Kueng, and Tou Thao, were charged with aiding and abetting murder,
court records show. Kueng was in custody Wednesday, county jail
records show; warrants were issued for Lane and Thao.


Thirty-seven-year-old Thomas Lane, 34-year-old Tou Thao and 26-year-old J
Alexander Kueng are each facing charges of unintentional aiding and abetting


second-degree murder as well as aiding and abetting second-degree
manslaughter.


“Ex-Defense chief Jim Mattis rips Donald Trump for dividing
Americans” via Kevin Freking of The Associated Press — In an
extraordinary rebuke, Mattis denounced Trump’s heavy-handed use of
military force to quell protests near the White House and said his former
boss was setting up a “false conflict” between the military and civilian
society. “I have watched this week’s unfolding events, angry and
appalled,” Mattis wrote. The criticism was all the more remarkable
because Mattis has generally kept a low profile since retiring as
defense secretary in December 2018 to protest Trump’s Syria policy.
He had declined to speak out against Trump, saying he owed the nation
public silence while his former boss remained in office.


“Despite suggestions from Trump, Pentagon chief says he does
not support invoking Insurrection Act” via Dan Lamothe and Missy
Ryan of The Washington Post — Defense Secretary Mark T. Esper
said that he does not support invoking the Insurrection Act to take
greater government control of the response to civil unrest across the
United States, appearing to put him at odds with Trump. Speaking to
reporters at the Pentagon, Esper made his first direct public comments
about the killing of Floyd, a black man whose death in police custody
May 25 has ignited nationwide protests. Esper spoke as National Guard
forces moved out across the country to assist state leaders in managing
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the upheaval, fanning fears among some of a heavy-handed or
militarized response.


“In rare break, some Republicans reject Trump’s harsh response
to unrest” via Carl Hulse and Emily Cochrane of The New York Times
— In a rare break with Trump, multiple Senate Republicans faulted his
response to civil unrest around the nation, rejecting his move to crack
down on demonstrators and rushing to express sympathy with black
Americans who have taken to the streets to protest police brutality
against them. The day after Trump threatened to unleash the United
States military to rout protesters around the nation, the reactions of
Republicans, some condemning the president directly, others carefully
suggesting that they held a different view, underscored the politically
precarious choice they face between endorsing the president’s divisive
approach or breaking with him and risking a party backlash just months
before the November elections.


“CIA veterans who monitored crackdowns abroad see troubling
parallels in Trump’s handling of protests” via Greg Miller of The
Washington Post — The scenes have been disturbingly familiar to CIA
analysts accustomed to monitoring scenes of societal unraveling
abroad, the massing of protesters, the ensuing crackdowns and the
awkwardly staged displays of strength by a leader determined to project
authority. In interviews and posts on social media in recent days,
current and former U.S. intelligence officials have expressed dismay at
the similarity between events at home and the signs of decline or
democratic regression they were trained to detect in other nations.


“After years of offending, Trump gets defensive about his legacy
regarding black Americans” via Eugene Scott of The Washington
Post — Following his controversial responses to days of anti-racism
protests, Trump has sought to argue he’s done a lot for black
Americans, as a way to dispel a belief held by the majority of
Americans: The President of the United States is racist. More than half
of Americans in a survey answered yes when asked whether they think
that Trump is a racist. Trump tweeted a claim that his administration
“has done more for the Black Community than any President since
Abraham Lincoln.” The tweet is now pinned to the top of his account.


“Yes, the police have high approval ratings. But Americans
support police reform, too.” via David Byler of The Washington Post
— For decades, the police have enjoyed deep support and trust from
the American people. Per Gallup, most Americans have said they have
“a great deal” or “quite a lot” of confidence in police every year for more
than 25 years. Law enforcement officers are constantly lionized in
entertainment. And most Americans who have interacted with the police
in the past five years say they had a “satisfactory” experience.
Americans venerate the police, but that doesn’t make them blind to law
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enforcement’s problems and failures. According to a separate survey
conducted during the early days of the protests, 61% of American
adults believe that race was a major factor in Floyd’s death.


“A Minneapolis school asked people to donate food for students
after looting closed stores. ‘Miles of cars’ lined up.” via Sydney
Page of The Washington Post — In the aftermath of Floyd’s death,
flames raged through the 3rd Precinct police station in Minneapolis.
Neighborhood stores were ransacked and closed amid widespread
anger and protests. A nearby middle school found many of its students
and their families who live blocks from the police station were stuck
without access to food. “The area has become a food desert for these
families, many of whom don’t own a vehicle to drive elsewhere,” said
Amy Nelson, the principal of Sanford Middle School.


“Healing through tragedy-inspired art” via CNN — In the wake of
Floyd's death, artists have been quick to respond with works that seek
to memorialize, to provoke and to heal. Los Angeles-based artist and
activist Nikkolas Smith is using his work to convey the message that
police violence is a reality for many African Americans. In Minneapolis,
Greta McLain, Xena Goldman and Cadex Herrera sprung into action
to paint a wall mural at the spot where Floyd was arrested. Thirty-three-
year-old Shirien Damra says she is relatively new to Instagram, but her
memorial image dedicated to Floyd, "Justice for George," has already
received over three million likes since she posted it the day after Floyd
was killed.


The artists stand in front of the George Floyd memorial mural that they painted in
Minneapolis. From left to right: Niko Alexander, Cadex Herrera, Greta McLain,
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Xena Goldman, Pablo Helm Hernandez. Image via Cadex Herrera.


  


—@ChadLivengood: Jim Mattis speaks: “Donald Trump is the first
president in my lifetime who does not try to unite the American people
— does not even pretend to try. Instead, he tries to divide us ... We are
witnessing the consequences of 3 years without mature leadership”


—@marcorubio: The protest today in front of the U.S. Capitol was
peaceful but effective. No agitators trying to steal the message Please
know those inside could hear you. But change will require listening.


—@mkraju: Senate clears bill to give small-business owners more
flexibility in dealing with their PPP loans. Ron Johnson had blocked bill
earlier bc he wanted assurances of changes at a later time. A deal has
been cut and Senate now sends bill — which House approved 417-1 —
to Trump’s desk


—@GovRonDeSantis: I'm pleased to announce that the Original
Phase 1 Florida counties (all except Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm
Beach) may enter Phase 2 effective Friday, June 5, 2020.


—@Rob_Bradley: Want a tat? Tattoo parlors are back! The reopening
of Florida’s economy continues!


—@jessicalipscomb: The Fort Lauderdale cop who forcefully shoved
a kneeling woman at a protest Sunday has been reviewed by internal
affairs for using force 79 times (!!!) in just three and a half years


—@hannah_natanson: I’ve been trying to find a repeat protester for
15 minutes now for an interview. Everyone I’ve approached has said
this is their first day out, & many cited the use of gas and bullets on
Monday as the reason. It appears the protest is still drawing new
participants on day 5.


—@Mdixon55: “The technological and administrative capabilities of the
Re-employment Assistance program may struggle in the event claims
volume increases in the future" This is exactly what happened as the
state's unemployment rate spiked a year-ish later


—@Jason_Garcia: Orange County — the tourist capital of Florida —
collected $765,900 in hotel tax revenue in April. That's down 97 percent
from a year ago. It's the lowest monthly total Orange County has ever
collected.


—@Daniel_Sweeney: Starting off every morning with @RepJoseOliva
emailing at the beginning of his daily coronavirus report "To say that we
are living in extraordinary times would be quite the understatement" has


Situational awareness







become reassuring in its consistency.


  


Universal Orlando begins phased reopening — 1; PGA Tour resumes
with Charles Schwab Challenge in Fort Worth — 7; Last day of state
candidate qualifying — 8; “Devolution: A Firsthand Account of the
Rainier Sasquatch Massacre” by Max Brooks release — 12; Belmont
Stakes rescheduled — 16; Father’s Day — 17; Apple to hold Developer
Conference — 18; “The Outpost” with Orlando Bloom and Scott
Eastwood premieres — 29; Disney World Magic Kingdom & Animal
Kingdom to reopen — 37; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios
to reopen — 41; Federal taxes due — 41; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet”
premieres — 43; “Mulan” premieres — 50; TED conference
rescheduled — 52; Democratic National Convention in Milwaukee
begins — 74; Florida primaries for 2020 state legislative/congressional
races — 78; Indy 500 rescheduled — 88; Republican National
Convention begins in Charlotte — 81; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres
— 92; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 93; Rescheduled
date for French Open — 107; First presidential debate in Indiana —
118; Preakness Stakes rescheduled — 121; First vice presidential
debate at the University of Utah — 128; Second presidential debate
scheduled at the University of Michigan — 133; Wes Anderson’s “The
French Dispatch” premieres — 134; Third presidential debate at
Belmont — 141; 2020 General Election — 152; “Black Widow”
premieres — 154; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 166; “No
Time to Die” premieres — 173; “Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 222;
Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 248; New start date for 2021 Olympics —
414; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 423; “Spider-Man Far From Home”
sequel premieres — 519; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 617;
“Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 649; “Black
Panther 2” premieres — 702; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse”
sequel premieres — 855.


Days until







  


“Floridians stocking up on guns, ammunition during pandemic,
civil unrest” via Staci DaSilva of WFLA — A global pandemic and a
nationwide reckoning on race and police brutality has lead Floridians to their
local gun shop. “In light of everything going on, now is the time,” said David
Guillermo, who lives in Lakeland. With images of violence across the
country and a new baby to protect, he found himself at a Polk County gun
store. “I just want us to be able to protect ourselves if things were to go how
they have been in New York and Lakeland the other day,” said Guillermo.
“Hopefully I never have to use my gun but I’d rather have it and not need it
than need it and not have it.” A peaceful Black Lives Matter protest in Munn
Park led to unrest a few blocks away Sunday. The next day, Sheriff Grady
Judd issued a warning for looters about Polk County gun owners.


Florida reax
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Floridians are doing what they do best when terrible things happen — buy guns.


“Nighttime clashes end a day of otherwise peaceful protests in
Tampa Bay” via Josh Fiallo, Anastasia Dawson, Caitlin Johnston, Tracey
McManus, Justine Griffin, Divya Kumar, Jay Cridlin and Christopher Spata of
the Tampa Bay Times — Protests in Tampa and St. Petersburg took a chaotic
turn around midnight when police in both cities dispersed crowds with force.
In the heart of downtown Tampa, officers deployed nonlethal rounds, smoke
grenades and pepper canisters. Near St. Petersburg police headquarters, they
used smoke and what appeared to be flash-bangs. Dozens of protesters fled,
angry and screaming. Dozens were taken into custody. The clashes ended a
day of largely peaceful demonstrations across Tampa Bay, as protesters took to
the streets in St. Petersburg, Tampa, Riverview and Plant City in the afternoon.


“Two reporters for Tampa Bay Times placed in zip ties while
covering protests” via Dennis Joyce of the Tampa Bay Times — Two
reporters for the Tampa Bay Times were placed in Zip Ties and briefly
detained during late-night demonstrations, one in St. Petersburg and one in
Tampa. In Tampa, reporter Divya Kumar was detained as police closed in on
demonstrators after declaring an unlawful assembly near Joe Chillura
Courthouse Square. Kumar was kept with her hands in Zip Ties for 10 to 15
minutes after midnight before officers released her. In St. Petersburg, reporter
Jay Cridlin was detained when St. Petersburg police and Pinellas County
Sheriff’s deputies closed in on demonstrators after they were told to leave the
area of police headquarters on First Avenue North.


“Protests continue in Orlando area after new charges filed against
Minneapolis officers in George Floyd’s death” via Cristobal Reyes,
Katie Rice and Roy Parry of the Orlando Sentinel — Floyd protests extended
beyond the Orlando metro area Wednesday, with groups gathering in Clermont
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and DeLand. Meanwhile, the Orlando Police Department prepared for more
activity later in the day in the heart of the city. A small group gathered at Earl
Brown Park in DeLand on Wednesday afternoon for a Black Lives Matter
rally. The rally originally was scheduled to be held closer to downtown
DeLand before it was moved to Earl Brown Park. The latest demonstrations
come after the Minnesota state attorney general, Ellison, announced he’d
elevate the murder charge against former Minneapolis police officer Chauvin
from third-degree murder to second-degree.


Protesters took to the streets in Orlando again after new charges were filed
against Minnesota police officers in George Floyd’s death. Image via WFTV.


“Downtown Orlando now under 8 p.m. curfew after another night
of conflict between protesters, police” via Monivette Cordeiro and Jeff
Weiner of the Orlando Sentinel — Downtown Orlando is now under a nightly
curfew starting at 8 p.m., city officials announced Wednesday, following
another night in which police and protesters clashed after sunset. Police Chief
Orlando Rolón said 28 people had been arrested Tuesday night. The arrests
were mostly for disorderly conduct and violating the curfew. The earlier
curfew will be enforced between Tampa Avenue to the west and Summerlin
Avenue to the east and between West Colonial Drive to the north and State
Road 408 to the south. The rest of the city is still on a 10 p.m. nightly curfew.
“This will be in an effort to obviously help us address the unruliness of the few
that are capitalizing on this opportunity,” Rolón said.


“Orlando Police Chief says rocks, bottles, a brick prompted tear
gas” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Rolón said tear gas was used on
protesters at City Hall after rocks, bottles and a brick were thrown at police
officers. Rolón and Mayor Buddy Dyer insisted the city saw many hours of
large, peaceful protests, and things did not break down into violence until late,
as the city’s 10 p.m. curfew was going into effect and police were asking
people to leave. Orlando now is tightening the curfew to 8 p.m. for the central
city. Rolón said his officers responded with force only because they were
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attacked Tuesday night. Twenty-eight people were arrested.


“Orlando pastor to lead ‘walk of mourning’ Friday for black lives
lost” via Kate Santich of the Orlando Sentinel — Pastor Tim Johnson of
Orlando World Outreach Center and fellow faith and community leaders will
hold a “walk of mourning and restoration” Friday for the black men and
women who have lost their lives to social injustice. “This is not a march. This
is not a demonstration. This is not a protest," Johnson said. "This is a walk to
mourn those who have been the victim of injustice in our nation. We must
mourn together to heal together.” Other participants include Orlando City
Commissioner Regina Hill, Pastor Derrick McRae of Experience Christian
Center and Roderick Zak, president of the African American Council of
Christian Clergy.


“Man arrested after Orlando Police say he tried to stab officers
with syringe during Floyd protests” via Richard Tribou of the Orlando
Sentinel — Orlando Police arrested a man they say tried to use a syringe to
stab officers during the massive George Floyd protests downtown on Tuesday
night. Ramsey Keith Moore, 29, of Orlando was arrested and charged with
attempted aggravated battery on a law enforcement officer with a deadly
weapon, police said. A news release said Moore tried to stab police officers
with an exposed syringe, but that it was not known if the needle had been used,
or what the contents of the needle were. Police say the incident happened as
protesters gathered near the intersection of Robinson Street and Rosalind
Avenue near Lake Eola around 7:30 p.m.


“Orange County Democratic chair: ‘If it takes broke glass’” they via
Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Orange County Democratic Party Chair
Wes Hodge is drawing strong reactions for a Facebook exchange he had with
a prominent Central Florida Republican. “If it takes a little broken glass to
prevent another black man from losing his life, then break the damn glass,”
Hodge replied to Randy Ross. “Glass can be replaced.” Orange County
Republicans, including Ross, are calling Hodge out, accusing him of
advocating lawlessness and violence. Hodge insisted he does not and has not
advocated any violence against people, or looting. But he said the notion that
protests need to be entirely peaceful mischaracterizes both the protests’
underlying anger and frustration, and the history of civil unrest being a real
agent for real change.


“Trooper’s ‘respect and humanity’ diffused tense standoff in Boca
Raton” via Jorge Milian of The Palm Beach Post — On one side, more than
200 people protesting the killing of Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer
marched eastbound on Glades Road, intent on taking their demonstration onto
Interstate 95. On the other side stood dozens of Florida Highway Patrol
troopers, dressed in riot gear and just as intent on keeping the protest from
moving onto the highway. A potentially tense situation ended with Florida
Highway Patrol Capt. Roger Reyes ordering his troopers to take a knee
alongside the protesters to show “respect for their demonstration and the cause
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they believe in.”


“‘They ignited the situation’: Fort Lauderdale police cracked skull
of peaceful protester” via Sarah Blaskey and Nicholas Nehamas of the
Miami Herald — LaToya Ratlieff was stumbling away from a cloud of tear
gas in downtown Fort Lauderdale choking, coughing and trying not to vomit,
when a police officer shot a foam rubber bullet at her head. The round,
traveling more than twice the speed of a Major League fastball, smashed into
her face just above the right eye, opening up a bloody gash. The impact
brought Ratlieff, who was attending an anti-police brutality protest, to her
knees. Her eye started to swell shut. Her eye socket was fractured, her medical
records show.


“Fort Lauderdale commissioner condemns suspended police
officer” via Rebecca Schneid of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — A Fort
Lauderdale commissioner questioned the discipline of one police officer while
praising the actions of another near the end of a peaceful protest that turned
violent over the weekend. Commissioner Robert McKinzie condemned the
actions of Officer Steven Pohorence, who was suspended after a video
showed him shoving a kneeling protester. “In the past, we didn’t wait a second,
we’ve fired those guys right away,” McKinzie said in the commission meeting
held on video conference. Police Chief Rick Maglione said the department
did what it could do now, suspending Pohorence. The Florida Department of
Law Enforcement is investigating Pohorence’s actions.


“Officer accused of pushing teen during protest has 71 use of
force cases on file” via Sanela Sabovic of Local10.com — Fort Lauderdale
police officer Steven Pohorence who is accused of pushing a 19-year-old
woman during a protest over the weekend has 71 use of force cases on his
personnel file. Fort Lauderdale police spokeswoman Casey Liening said that
Internal Affairs automatically looks into a case when an officer notes in their
report that the use of force was required regardless of whether a complaint was
made. According to Internal Affairs investigators, there have been at least 51
incidents in which Pohorence has drawn his gun. His personnel file shows an
allegation of unnecessary force and false arrest was made, and in another
report, a man accused Pohorence of racially profiling him during a traffic stop.
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A Fort Lauderdale police officer accused of shoving a teenager protester has had
more than 70 accusations of excessive force. Image via WPLG.


“Dozens rally on University Avenue against police violence,
racism” via Emily Mavrakis of the Gainesville Sun — After word got around
social media, more than 60 people joined the two University of Florida
students on the corner of West University Avenue and Northwest 13th Street to
protest police violence and stand in solidarity with the black community. The
group of protesters, mostly UF students and other young adults, held signs that
said: “n justice, no peace,” “tolerating racism is racism,” and “police the
police.” Many cars passed by with drivers honking in a show of solidarity. The
only show of dissent came early on from a woman passing in a car who
shouted “Love Trump,” out the window, presumably in response to one
protester’s T-shirt, which had something less nice to say about the President.


“GPD, ASO focus on limited restraint tactics” via Sarah Nelson of the
Gainesville Sun — In the wake of Floyd’s death while in police custody, law
enforcement officials in Alachua County say that officers and deputies are
trained to use only enough force to protect themselves while controlling the
situation. But neither the Gainesville Police Department nor the Alachua
County Sheriff’s Office explicitly forbids holds such as kneeling on a subject’s
neck. In Gainesville and Alachua County, officers are trained to avoid a
suspect’s neck or head when a person is under arrest. But in cases where a
suspect is not complying with orders, any use of force by a law enforcement
official must be relative or equal, to the type of resistance from a suspect,
according to local officials.


“Jacksonville faith leaders pray, demand justice for police abuse
victims and accountability in officer-involved shootings” via Teresa
Stepzinski of The Florida Times-Union — A diverse group of Jacksonville
religious leaders came together in a prayer conference vigil Wednesday
demanding reforms to ensure genuine accountability and transparency,
including the creation of a citizen’s council to investigate Jacksonville Sheriff
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Office police-involved shootings. The faith leaders, along with community
activists, gathered on the front steps of Sheriff’s Office headquarters
downtown to call for justice for Floyd, Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud
Arbery, who they described as the victims of “white supremacist killings.”
Floyd, Taylor and Arbery were black and the police officers or former officers
accused of killing them are white. Their deaths have set off both peaceful
demonstrations as well as violent unrest in Jacksonville and other major cities
nationwide.


“‘Change ... must happen now,’ says Jaguars owner Shad Khan in
op-ed on racism, inequality” via John Reid of The Florida Times-Union
— Jaguars owner Khan issued an op-ed on social injustice and racism
Wednesday, detailing that the events of the past 10 days have been alarming
and disheartening. Alarming he wrote, because we know the history of
systemic inequity that brought us to this point, not only with the recent killing
of Floyd and other African Americans in our country, but also the
disproportionate impact the coronavirus has wreaked in communities of color.
″Disheartening because this familiar sequence of killing, followed by protest
and civic unrest, followed by inactivity and silence, occurs ever more
frequently in our nation.″ Khan said the video capturing the final moments of
Floyd’s life offered the latest horrific evidence of injustice in the United States.


Shad Khan has experienced racism in America firsthand.


“West Palm admits using canister of tear gas on downtown
protesters” via Tony Doris of The Palm Beach Post — Responding to
witness accounts, West Palm Beach officials Wednesday retracted earlier
statements that police didn’t fire tear gas when downtown protests turned
violent Sunday night. The city website said police deployed one canister of tear
gas and six smoke canisters as they dealt with confrontations at the end of a
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day of demonstrations calling for justice in the death of Floyd. The tear gas
was fired by mistake, Police Chief Frank Adderley said. Both the tear gas
and the smoke canisters serve as eye irritants. Mayor Keith James and
Adderley on Monday denied an account by downtown restaurateur Rodney
Mayo, who said he witnessed the use of tear gas and rubber bullets.


“Man charged with inciting riot, threatening to fight WPB deputy
police chief” via Eliot Kleinberg of The Palm Beach Post — A Jacksonville
man is the third person in recent days to be hit by West Palm Beach police
with the rare charge of “inciting a riot” after officers said he challenged the
deputy chief to a fight and egged on demonstrators. The arrest comes as Palm
Beach County, and the nation, continue to protest the death of Floyd, at the
hands of a white police officer in Minneapolis. The “incitement” charge by
West Palm Beach against Anthony Richard Couse III, is a first-degree
felony, punishable by up to 30 years in prison and a fine of up to $10,000.
Couse also is charged with assault on an officer and resisting arrest without
violence.


  


“Senate President: Investigating DOH's handling of COVID-19
cases would be 'imprudent and premature'” via Katie LaGrone of
Fox 4 — A week after two Florida Senators publicly requested an
investigation into transparency concerns within Florida’s Department of
Health, the state’s Senate President responds by refusing to get
involved. In a letter to Sen. José Javier Rodríguez, a Democrat from
Miami, Senate President Bill Galvano states, “it would be imprudent
and premature for the legislature to intervene in the midst of a global
pandemic.” Since February, Rodriguez said he’s been concerned about
the department’s apparent unwillingness to release public health data
related to the COVID-19 outbreak.


Corona Florida
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Bill Galvano believes investigating the Department of Health and its handling of
COVID-19 is ‘premature.’


“Florida gets high marks, praise from association, on nursing
home COVID-19 efforts” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — God’s
waiting room, as DeSantis awkwardly called Florida, is doing far better
than most states in protecting nursing home residents from the
coronavirus crisis, a federal report and a state association declared. A
new report from the federal Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
shows that Florida is well below the national average in the per capita
number of nursing home cases and deaths among both nursing home
residents and staff. Florida has seen 39.8 COVID-19 cases per
thousand nursing home residents and 17.9 COVID-19 related deaths
per 1,000 residents. That is well below the national average of 62 cases
and 27.5 deaths per 1,000 nursing home residents. The report led the
Florida Health Care Association to laud Florida’s overall response to the
COVID-19 crisis in long-term care centers.
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“‘All in’: Ron DeSantis ready for NBA at Disney” via Jason Delgado
of Florida Politics — DeSantis‘ hoop dreams may become realities, with
the National Basketball Association, poised to resume its modified
season at Disney’s Wide World of Sports. “Let’s just say this: I’m all in
from the state’s perspective,” DeSantis told reporters. “I don’t think you
can find a better place than Orlando to do this.” The NBA is looking at a
22-team, eight-game season to determine playoff seeding, before
moving forward with the playoffs. “I think people are hungry for this,”
DeSantis said. “I think they are going to bring more and more fans into
the fold and I think here in Orlando would be a great place to do it.”


Florida reopening
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Ron DeSantis is ‘all-in’ for bringing the NBA playoffs to Disney. Image via AP.


“Universal Orlando passholders get sneak peek of theme parks’
reopening” via Dewayne Bevil and Gabrielle Russon of the Orlando
Sentinel — Universal Orlando’s annual passholders grabbed an early
look at the future of theme parks Wednesday. They saw new ways of
navigating the attractions, boarded rides with sanitized hands, and
posed for selfies while 6 feet away from the “Scooby-Doo” gang
outfitted in face coverings. The previews, which continue Thursday for
passholders, are part of the buildup for Friday’s reopening of
Universal’s parks. Wednesday’s visitors were greeted with new
restrictions and regulations including temperature screenings, face-
covering requirements and pleas to maintain distance between traveling
parties. Theme parks around the world are implementing similar health
and safety measures.


“New toolkit maps out path to recovery for Tampa Bay Area
businesses” via Allison Koehler of 83 Degrees Media — To help
stimulate the recovery of the local economy, business, academic, and
community leaders in the City of Tampa and Hillsborough County have
put together a plan designed to get people back to work safely. The
Back to Business Hillsborough Toolkit outlines user-friendly resources
needed to resume operations safely. The goal is to restore not only
confidence in staff but also customer confidence while adhering to
current health and safety guidelines provided by federal, state, and
local government agencies.


Happening today — The University of Florida Board of Trustees will
hold the first of two days of online meetings for a COVID-19 update and
discussion of a university reopening strategy, 9 a.m. Call-in number: 1-
646-558-8656. Call-in code: 98654434873.
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“No joke: Comedy clubs in Naples, Fort Myers lead arts venues in
reopening” via Dave Osborn of the Naples Daily News — Laughter
possibly has never been needed more than now. And as Southwest
Florida beaches, restaurants and stores began to reopen in recent
weeks, comedy clubs have led other entertainment venues in
welcoming back customers. Laugh-In Comedy Cafe in Fort Myers
reopened more than a month ago, while Off The Hook Comedy Club in
North Naples returned May 21. “Actually, we’ve had nice crowds," said
Brien Spina, Off The Hook owner. The club requires its servers to wear
masks and gloves and undergo a temperature check before their shift.
Patrons are not required to do so but must submit to an infrared
temperature check before being seated.


  


“911 dispatchers left at the mercy of coronavirus as agency’s
response faltered” via Megan O’Matz and Brittany Wallman of the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel — “Your safety is our top priority,” a boss
reassured employees in the crowded confines of Broward County’s


Corona local
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three 911 centers in mid-March. She assured them the agency’s chief
concern was protecting them from getting sick. But the Sheriff’s Office
also had another priority: keeping dispatchers working. And in two
months’ time, 44 of them would contract COVID-19. One of them, a
mother of four, would die. An internal trove of emails shows just how
unprepared and unsure Sheriff’s Office leaders were in confronting the
coronavirus posed to its emergency dispatch operators, who had no
choice but to report to work. Their anguish and fear are evident
throughout the messages.


“Instead of ‘pomp and circumstance,’ Class of 2020 graduates with
pandemic and protest” via Colleen Wright of the Miami Herald — The
generation born into the chaos of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks
will unceremoniously crown their high school experience June 3 of a
historically trying year. Their not-so-fond memories will be drive-by
graduations and Zoom ceremonies. It’s the last day of school for
everyone else in public school, too. The Class of 2020 will have much
to say about what it was like to embark into a very real world at this
time, but it won’t be like anything graduates imagined. Society at large,
often running on fumes of nostalgia for simpler times, feels their pain.
Teachers, administrators, radio stations and the super-famous have all
tried to dull the ache.


Coronavirus, social distancing, and stay-at-home orders have cast a shadow over
celebrations for the class of 2020. Image via AP.
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“Orange County tourist tax disappears almost entirely” via Scott
Powers of Florida Politics — Orange County’s tourist tax revenue all but
vanished in April as the coronavirus crisis and the ensuing shutdowns
emptied the county’s hotels, motels and vacation rentals. The county’s
tourist development tax proceeds fell an astonishing 97% in April
compared with the previous April’s normal totals. In April, Orange
County collected $765,900 in bed taxes. In April 2019, the county
collected $25,894,600.


“County mask policy still on, following federal judge ruling” via
Emily Mavrakis of the Gainesville Sun — A federal judge ruled on a
second case involving Alachua County’s mask mandate, and denied an
injunction to end the policy. County spokesman Mark Sexton said
Judge Mark Walker of the U.S. District Court Northern District Florida
denied the motion on all counts. Raemi Glenn-Eagle, an attorney for
the case’s five plaintiffs, said the case served as a catalyst that led to
the amendment of the county’s original ordinance language. “The


More local
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county has broadened the language so that you don’t need a doctor’s
note or need to share private medical information in order to be allowed
inside a store,” Glenn-Eagle said. She said the plaintiffs will need to
decide whether to pursue an appeal.


“Jacksonville cinema offers a return to drive-in glory days” via Matt
Soergel of The Florida Times-Union — Drive-in days returned to
Northeast Florida as the independent Sun-Ray Cinema in Riverside
ventured out to the Callahan Speedway to show a well-aged, Southern-
fried classic movie under the stars. Burt Reynolds’ 1977 hit, “Smokey
and the Bandit,” played on a 32-foot wide LED screen built for the
event, with the sound coming over the radio of the 100 cars allowed in.
The show was a quick sellout in these shutdown days, as was the
movie shown the next night, “Mad Max: Fury Road.” Tickets to both
were gone within nine hours of being offered, said Tim Massett, who
with his wife owns Sun-Ray Cinema, which had to cancel its regular
schedule as the coronavirus pandemic hit the United States.


Jacksonville’s Sun-Ray Cinema has set up an ad hoc drive-in theater for people to
enjoy during the pandemic. Image via Sun-Ray Cinema/Facebook


“Assisted living facility faces moratorium on admissions” via News
Service of Florida — State regulators this week hit a Lakeland assisted-
living facility with an admissions moratorium after the facility failed to
take proper safeguards following the hospitalization of 33 of its
residents because of COVID-19. The state Agency for Health Care
Administration on Tuesday issued the moratorium on admissions at
Grace Manor at Lake Morton. The agency surveyed the facility Monday
and found that a resident who had recently tested positive for COVID-
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19 was seated in the common dining room waiting for his food. The
resident was not wearing personal protective equipment and was
seated near three other residents and three staff members. “In this
instance, the respondent has demonstrated an inability or unwillingness
to implement proactive action to protect residents,” the order reads.


“St. Johns County drug court presses on through pandemic” via
Sheldon Gardner of The Florida Times-Union — St. Johns County drug
court has managed to keep going during the coronavirus threat despite
not being considered a “critical” part of the court operations, drug court
Judge Alexander Christine Jr. said. For 10 people in May, that meant
they were able to graduate from the program The program takes
seriously addicted, nonviolent felony defendants and puts them into an
intensive drug treatment and accountability program with counseling,
drug testing and a number of other requirements to help them succeed.


“SAT testing cancellations leave families in Bright Futures limbo”
via Christen Kelley of The Florida Times-Union — With SAT and ACT
testing dates canceled due to COVID-19, many St. Johns County
graduates are wondering how they’ll be able to qualify for a Bright
Futures Scholarship in time. College Board has canceled nationwide
SAT dates until August, and while the ACT is expected to hold one
more testing date June 13, that’s cutting it close for the Bright Futures
deadline of June 30. The number of testing sites has also been
slashed, including in St. Johns County where school campuses are
remaining shuttered until June 15.


“Horse industry gallops back in Marion County as coronavirus
lockdown eases” via Carlos Medina of the Orlando Sentinel — The
horse industry in Marion County is gearing up for its return after
lockdowns brought on by the coronavirus pandemic caused events to
be canceled en masse. The first back is Ocala Breeders’ Sales, which
begins its four-day sale of 2-year-old thoroughbreds Tuesday, June 9.
The sale lists more than 1,300 horses for sale, about the same number
that the canceled April sale usually draws. The pandemic forced the
cancellation of auctions, and live racing, including the postponement of
the Kentucky Derby and Preakness Stakes.



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-dt/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-di/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-dd/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-dd/





  


“Trump administration selects five companies as the most likely to
produce a vaccine.” via The New York Times — The Trump
administration has selected five companies as the most likely
candidates to produce a vaccine for the coronavirus, senior officials
said, a critical step in the White House’s effort to deliver on its promise
of being able to start widespread inoculation of Americans by the end of
the year. By winnowing the field in weeks from a pool of about a dozen
companies, the government is betting that it can identify the most
promising vaccine projects at an early stage, speed along the process
of determining which will work and ensure that the winner or winners
can be quickly manufactured in huge quantities and distributed across
the country.


“Hydroxychloroquine, a drug promoted by Trump, failed to prevent
healthy people from getting COVID-19 in trial” via Laurie McGinley
and Ariana Eunjung Cha of The Washington Post —
Hydroxychloroquine did not prevent healthy people exposed to COVID-
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19 from getting the disease caused by the coronavirus, according to a
study being published in the New England Journal of Medicine. The
study is the first randomized clinical trial that tested the antimalarial
drug as a preventive measure, according to researchers at the
University of Minnesota Medical School who conducted the trial. It
showed that hydroxychloroquine, which has been touted by Trump, was
no more effective than a placebo, in this case, a vitamin in protecting
people exposed to COVID-19.


“Deborah Birx warns against 'false sense of security' that outbreak
will wane this summer” via Sarah Owermohle of POLITICO — The
United States should not expect the coronavirus outbreak to wane over
the summer, White House coronavirus coordinator Birx said. "None of
us can be lulled into this false sense of security that the cases may go
down this summer." She added that American leaders are preparing
actively for the possibility of finding and containing future outbreaks.
Much of that will come from state and city efforts to trace contacts and
implement surveillance. She said the pandemic, which has infected
more than 6 million people worldwide, has been a “wake-up call” for the
developed world on the resources and coordination needed to fight a
global disease outbreak.


Dr. Deborah Birx, White House coronavirus response coordinator, raises a
warning about a possible resurgence in the summer. Image via AP.


“The number of confirmed cases is rising in 16 states, partly a
consequence of expanded testing.” via The New York Times —
Police brutality, protests and unrest may have knocked the pandemic
from the lead of many U.S. newscasts, but the outbreak is continuing to
spread. Even as some Northeast states are seeing improvements, daily
case numbers are reaching new highs in others. That is partly a
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consequence of the country’s vastly expanded testing capacity. Earlier
in the pandemic, when test kits were scarce, many people who
contracted the virus were not tested and not included in official counts.


“ER visits drop amid coronavirus pandemic” via News Service of
Florida — The number of emergency room visits nationally between
March 29 and April 25 decreased 42% compared to the previous year,
but the number of visits for infectious-disease screenings or exposures
increased fourfold, according to a report released Wednesday by the
federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The number of
emergency department visits averaged 1.2 million per week during the
period, down from an average of 2.1 million visits during the same
period last year. The lowest number of emergency room visits occurred
during the period from April 12 to April 18, the report said. And while
visits increased during the week of May 24 to May 30, they still were
26% less than during the same time in 2019.


“CDC unveils new grading system for cruise ships. It could help
crew get home” via Taylor Dolven of the Miami Herald — Two and a
half months after the cruise industry shut down, the U.S. CDC and the
world’s largest cruise companies are nearly in agreement about how to
limit COVID-19 outbreaks on ships while cruises remain banned. The
CDC is nearing the end of its review of health and safety plans
submitted in April by South Florida-based cruise ship companies. The
plans outlining how the companies will detect, prevent and mitigate the
spread of the coronavirus at sea while cruises are stopped. Companies
may be required to put crew members in single-occupancy cabins (as
most are already doing), close all group venues, and mandate face
coverings for all crew.


  


“Senate passes small business loan revamp, overcoming
resistance” via Zachary Warmbrodt of POLITICO — The bill, passed
by unanimous consent, would relax rules under the $670 billion
Paycheck Protection Program to give borrowers more time to spend the
money and use it on a broader set of expenses while still qualifying to
have the loans forgiven — a key feature offered in exchange for
employers maintaining payrolls. The House last week passed the bill in
a 417-1 vote. Passing the bill proved to be a challenge for Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer. Republicans resisted at first. The bill would also give
businesses greater flexibility in where they use the money by lowering
the amount they must spend on payroll to qualify for full loan
forgiveness — to 60% instead of 75%.


Corona economics
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The newly passed legislation gives small businesses flexibility in the Paycheck
Protection Program. Image via AP.


“Tourism grants face cuts due to hotel downturn” via Dave Berman
of Florida Today — A plunge in hotel business this spring because of
the coronavirus pandemic likely will lead to cutbacks in tourism grants
for environmental projects to clean up the Indian River Lagoon, as well
as for grants to arts and cultural organizations and events. Money for
these grants comes from Brevard County's 5% Tourist Development
Tax on hotel rooms and other short-term rentals. Space Coast Office of
Tourism Executive Director Peter Cranis expects Brevard County will
receive $10.6 million from the tax in the current budget year that ends
Sept. 30, down from his initial projection of $16.6 million, an estimate he
made at the beginning of the budget year before COVID-19 became an
issue.


“Consumer confidence levels off in Florida” via John Hielscher of the
Sarasota Herald-Tribune — Consumer confidence among Floridians
held steady in May after plunging the previous two months as the state
economy shut down from the coronavirus pandemic. While consumers
were more optimistic about spending money on a big-ticket item, they
remained concerned about their current personal finances and the
future of the U.S. economy, according to the University of Florida’s
Consumer Sentiment Index. In May, the state confidence index inched
up one-tenth of a point to 76.4, tracking the slight increase seen at the
national level.


“Florida’s medical marijuana market flourishes amid the pandemic”
via Prosper Bakiny of The Motley Fool — Florida has long been one of
the most important cannabis markets in the U.S., and even amid the
COVID-19 pandemic, the medical cannabis market continues to flourish
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there. According to Marijuana Business Daily, demand seems to be
higher now in the Sunshine State than it was before the outbreak
started. Florida, like most states that have marijuana dispensaries, has
categorized them as "essential businesses," which allowed them to
remain open amid emergency measures. The average number of
ounces dispensed increased significantly starting in mid-March.


“Hillsborough to set $3 million in grants for businesses damaged
in protests” via C.T. Bowen of the Tampa Bay Times — Hillsborough
County is setting aside $3 million to aid small businesses damaged
when public protests turned into looting and vandalism Saturday night.
The program will allow up to $50,000 to approximately 60 businesses to
make repairs or replace stolen inventory. To qualify, the businesses
must be privately held or a sole proprietorship, independently owned
and employ less than 25 full-time workers. The Hillsborough County
Commission will be asked to approve the program Wednesday.


“Cinema chain AMC warns it might not survive pandemic” via The
Associated Press — Movie theater chain AMC warned that it might not
survive the coronavirus pandemic, which has shuttered its theaters and
led film studios to explore releasing more movies directly to viewers
over the internet. All of AMC’s theaters are shut down through June,
which means the company isn’t generating any revenue. AMC said it
had enough cash to reopen its theaters this summer, as it plans to do.
But if it’s not allowed to reopen, it will need more money, which it may
not be able to borrow. The company said that even when local
governments allow theaters to reopen, AMC may still have problems if
entertainment companies delay releasing new films.


AMC Theaters could be the next victim of the COVID-19 pandemic.


“Darden Restaurants CEO resumes taking $1 million annual salary
as company ‘building momentum’” via Austin Fuller of the Orlando
Sentinel — Orlando-based Darden Restaurants CEO Gene Lee is
receiving his $1 million annual base salary again as the company
recovers from the coronavirus pandemic. Lee’s salary was restored
Monday, more than two months after he gave it up in March, a
Securities and Exchange Commission document shows. The parent
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company of Olive Garden, LongHorn Steakhouse and other chain
restaurants has opened 70% of its dining rooms after closing because
of the pandemic. The company will provide an update on how many of
its employees have gone back to work during its earnings call in three
weeks. Pay reductions for staffers at the Orlando headquarters ended
May 31.


“Why some women call this recession a ‘shecession’” via Alisha
Haridasani Gupta of The New York Times — The unemployment
numbers confirmed what we had all anticipated: The economic crisis
brought on by the coronavirus pandemic is staggering, or as one
research analyst at Bank of America put it, “literally off the charts.” The
scale of the crisis is unlike anything since the Great Depression. And for
the first time in decades, this crisis has a predominantly nonwhite,
female face. “I think we should go ahead and call this a ‘shecession,’”
said C. Nicole Mason, president and chief executive of the Institute for
Women’s Policy Research, in a nod to the 2008 recession that came to
be known as the “mancession” because more men were affected.
Women accounted for 55% of the 20.5 million jobs lost in April.


  


What José Oliva is reading — “Man behind Sweden’s controversial
virus strategy admits mistakes” via Rafaela Lindeberg of Bloomberg
— Sweden’s top epidemiologist has admitted his strategy to fight
COVID-19 resulted in too many deaths, after persuading his country to
avoid a strict lockdown. “If we were to encounter the same illness with
the same knowledge that we have today, I think our response would
land somewhere in between what Sweden did and what the rest of the
world has done,” Anders Tegnell said. Tegnell is the brains behind
Sweden’s approach to fighting the virus. Gatherings of more than 50
people continue to be banned, but throughout the crisis, Swedes have


More corona
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been able to visit restaurants, go shopping, attend gyms and send
children under 16 to school. At 43 deaths per 100,000, Sweden’s
mortality rate is among the highest globally.


Sweden's state epidemiologist Anders Tegnell admits his country could have
handled the coronavirus pandemic better. Image via AP.


“U.S. news organizations focus on lives lost in the pandemic” via
David Bauder and Hillel Italie of The Associated Press — Many are
familiar with some of the boldfaced names of people who died of
COVID-19. Most of the pandemic victims aren’t known beyond family,
friends and neighbors. The milestone recently reached was a number
simple to emblazon in a newspaper, website, and television headlines,
100,000 people in the United States dead from the new coronavirus.
Yet since the pandemic started, the nation’s obituary writers have tried
to tell the world about the disease’s less famous victims, to make clear
there’s a life behind every number.
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“Trump administration to block Chinese airlines from flying to the
U.S.” via Niraj Chokshi and Ana Swanson of The New York Times —
The Trump administration said that it would block Chinese passenger
airlines from flying into or out of the United States starting June 16 in
response to a similar ban by the Chinese government on American
companies. The aviation dispute threatens to further chill economic
relations and disrupt business ties between the United States and
China. Flights between the countries were already sharply curtailed by
the pandemic and Chinese restrictions on foreign airlines that
effectively halted trips by United Airlines, Delta Air Lines, and American
Airlines, the major U.S. carriers that go there. China’s aviation
regulators said March 26 that they would limit foreign carriers to one
flight per week.


“Mark Zuckerberg rejects employee calls to act on Trump posts”
via Steven Overly of POLITICO — Zuckerberg stood firm against
employees calling for the company to take action against inflammatory


D.C. matters
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posts from Trump, saying on an internal call that his decision to leave
them untouched was supported by the social network’s policies.
Zuckerberg’s defense came during a private question-and-answer
session with employees of the sprawling social network, according to
two people on the call. Originally scheduled for Thursday, the call was
moved to earlier in the week in response to a swell of employee unrest.
The Facebook chief’s continued defense of his decision despite
growing censure illustrates his increased willingness to stand behind a
politically divisive, and for some, unpopular opinion regardless of the
fallout.


Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg is firmly against acting against Donald Trump’s
inflammatory posts. Image via AP.


“Trump tried to register to vote in Florida using an out-of-state
address” via Manuel Roig-Franzia of The Washington Post — The
September 2019 registration application listed Trump’s legal residence
as 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW. That created a potential problem for
Trump: Florida law requires voters to be legal residents of the state. A
month later, Trump resubmitted his application to use a Florida address
and in March he voted by mail in Florida’s Republican primary. The
revisions complicate Trump’s own record as a voter at a time when the
president has made unsubstantiated claims of widespread fraud in mail-
in balloting. Trump’s original voter-registration application was filed
during a time when the president was making a highly publicized move
to change his permanent residence from his Manhattan penthouse to
Mar-a-Lago.


“Marco Rubio vows to ‘confront the lingering cancer of racial
inequality” via AG Gancarski of Florida Politics — Rubio is not, he
said, ignorant of root causes of these protests. “This time we must not
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fail to admit & confront the lingering cancer of racial inequality. Protests
demanding this are both a right & a necessity,” Rubio tweeted Tuesday,
adding that “there is no right & can be no tolerance for using protests as
cover to commit crimes or foment anarchy.” While it’s unclear how
Rubio would confront and address that issue, the seeds for the tweet
may have been planted in a Twitter exchange hours before with Luther
Campbell, a Miami writer and activist who achieved national
prominence decades ago with the 2 Live Crew. Campbell appealed to
Rubio to “do something great.”


“Mike Waltz backs Trump, says National Guard needed to restore
order” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics — Waltz addressed
evening’s protests, seemingly ameliorated in some areas by more than
20,000 deployed National Guard troops in 28 states and the District of
Columbia. Waltz noted the Guard works for the governors, who will
“deploy and support much like our mission to support border security” to
help law enforcement with “logistics, transportation, and other tasks.”
But the President of the United States has ultimate authority if lower
authorities fail to act, he said.


“Alianza for Progress demands congressional investigation of
David Rivera Venezuela deal” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics —
Alianza for Progress, a Latinx advocacy group, says Congress should
investigate a deal between Rivera‘s consulting firm and a Venezuela oil
company. The group also called out Rubio, a longtime ally of Rivera’s
who now serves as interim chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee.
Rivera’s firm, Interamerican Consulting, agreed to a $50 million deal
with Petróleos de Venezuela, S.A., an oil company that was then
connected to the Nicolás Maduro regime.


  


“DeSantis was warned of unemployment system woes in 2018” via
Matt Dixon of POLITICO Florida —DeSantis’ own transition team
warned that the failure of Florida’s unemployment system was among
"potential threats” his administration should address, sounding the
alarm more than a year before the system collapsed. DeSantis has said
he was caught off guard by the failure, but in a memo written during his
transition in December 2018, the system was flagged as one of three
“potential threats” facing the Department of Economic Opportunity. “The
technological and administrative capabilities of the Reemployment
Assistance program may struggle in the event claims volume increases
in the future,” read the memo written by Ken Lawson, who now is the
Governor's executive director of the Department of Economic
Opportunity.


“Newest member of Florida Supremes has thin resume, but good
optics” via Noreen Marcus of the Florida Bulldog — DeSantis’ choice of
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Renatha Francis appears to have more to do with conservative politics
and good optics than with merit. While she’s never tried a case, she’s a
black Jamaican American — the first ever to reach the Florida Supreme
Court. Perhaps more important, Francis has the imprimatur of
membership and activity in the Federalist Society, the conservative
judge-making juggernaut that Trump, among others, looks to for
nominees. The court decides issues of life and death, including death
penalty cases, interprets the Constitution and state laws, and strives to
achieve the equal application of the law throughout Florida’s judicial
system. Some well-regarded critics challenge Francis’s readiness to
master the complex issues the justices must unravel.


Renatha Francis is the first Jamaican American judge on Florida’s Supreme
Court.


“The DeSantis road going nowhere so far” via Phil Fernandez of the
Naples Daily News — Hit the highway, DOT. That's largely been the
reaction at multiple online meetings being held to discuss toll roads the
state Department of Transportation has been mandated to construct by
DeSantis. Green flagged by the Florida Chamber of Commerce and
fueled by the Republican Governor, the legislature drove the projects
through at the end of the 2019 Legislative Session. The southernmost
freeway would connect the Everglades area and eastern Collier County
to metro Orlando and may use the existing State Road 29 right of way
for that route. SR 29 borders federal parks like the Big Cypress National
Preserve and the Florida Panther Wildlife Refuge. That concept has
drawn mostly criticism from the very same people who live in those
affected areas


“Nikki Fried asks Trump to continue processing timber worker
visas” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — Fried sent a letter to
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Trump, requesting the administration continue processing seasonal
work visas. “I write to you today as Florida’s Commissioner of
Agriculture on behalf of our state’s forest industry to request you
continue to recognize the importance of maintaining H-2B visa
processing that provides the nonimmigrant labor this essential industry
needs to remain productive,” Fried wrote. Fried added that the
temporary worker visas are critical to U.S. agriculture, timber and
forestry, particularly in Florida. The industry has faced several
economic impacts in recent years including COVID-19 and retaliatory
tariffs from China.


“Plan for remote civil jury trials moves forward” via the News
Service of Florida — In a part of what the Florida Supreme Court
describes as a “major historical shift,” five judicial circuits have been
tapped for a pilot program aimed at using remote technology to conduct
civil jury trials. They are the 4th Judicial Circuit, made up of Duval, Clay
and Nassau counties; the 7th Judicial Circuit, made up of St. Johns,
Flagler, Putnam and Volusia counties; the 9th Judicial Circuit made up
of Orange and Osceola counties; the 11th Judicial Circuit in Miami-
Dade County; and the 20th Judicial Circuit, made up of Charlotte,
Collier, Glades, Hendry, and Lee counties. While jury trials have been
suspended throughout the state, judges are using online technology
and conference calls to conduct many types of proceedings.


“Life insurance search law upheld” via Jim Saunders of News
Service of Florida — A divided appeals court upheld the constitutionality
of a 2016 state law that put new requirements on life-insurance
companies to try to determine whether policyholders have died and to
contact beneficiaries. The 2-1 decision by a panel of the 1st District
Court of Appeal overturned a ruling by a Leon County circuit judge, who
said part of the law violated companies’ constitutional due-process
rights. That part of the law applied the new requirements retroactively to
policies dating back as far as 1992. But Wednesday’s opinion said
changes in the law are “consistent with the remedial purpose of
Florida’s unclaimed property laws, supporting the conclusion — as
intended by the Legislature — that they apply retroactively.”


“Court won’t ask justices to take up rental platform fight” via the
News Service of Florida — A divided appeals court won’t ask the
Florida Supreme Court to take up a dispute about whether Airbnb and
similar vacation-rental platforms are required to collect and send in
county tourist-development taxes. Palm Beach County Tax Collector
Anne Gannon asked the 4th District Court of Appeal to take a step
known as certifying a “question of great public importance” to the
Supreme Court. But in a 2-1 decision, the appeals court rejected the
request. The court in March sided with the vacation-rental platforms in
the dispute over the collection of so-called “bed taxes.” The case
centers on whether the online platforms, which serve as a sort of high-
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tech middleman between property owners and renters, should also
collect and send in taxes.


Happening today — The Florida State University Board of Trustees
will hold an online meeting on the 2020-2021 operating budget among
other issues, 9 a.m. For access information, contact
trustees@fsu.edu.


“In Clearwater, graves from another lost black cemetery have been
found” via Paul Guzzo of the Tampa Bay Times — Those who grew up
in the community of Clearwater Heights were raised on the rumor that
unmarked graves were not exhumed when the all-black St. Matthew
Missionary Baptist Church Cemetery was moved in the 1950s. That
rumor appears to be a fact. In February, archaeologists rolled ground-
penetrating radar across the site of the former cemetery. Archaeologists
detected 70 “possible graves” that are still there. The radar detected
objects that are the shape and depth of graves located on land that was
once a cemetery. Still, archaeologists typically classify such findings as
“possible graves” or “grave-like objects” until they can dig into the earth
to verify the radar’s data.


“Bonnet House Inc. takes title to the Bonnet House estate” via Drew
Wilson of Florida Politics — Fort Lauderdale’s Bonnet House is now in
the hands of a local nonprofit. The historical landmark had been at the
center of a feud between Bonnet House Museum & Gardens and the
Florida Trust for Historic Preservation. Nearly 40 years ago, the house’s
owner, Evelyn Bartlett, placed Bonnet House in the hands of the
Florida Trust, believing the Tallahassee nonprofit would honor her
wishes to keep the estate and all its revenue under local management.
Thanks to the nonprofit’s widespread public support and deft
representation by Maxine Streeter of Genovese Joblove & Battista, a
settlement was reached earlier this year.


Fort Lauderdale’s Historic Bonnet House has returned its title to a local nonprofit.
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“Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office gets $5 million for 40 new officers”
via Teresa Stepzinski of The Florida Times-Union — Jacksonville has
received a $5 million federal grant to hire 40 police officers for
community policing programs. The money is among $20,875,000 in
grant funding through the U.S. Department Justice’s Office of
Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Hiring Program. The
grants were awarded to 14 law enforcement agencies throughout the
U.S. Middle District of Florida and will allow for the hiring of 167
additional full-time law enforcement officers. The Jacksonville Sheriff’s
Office received the largest allotment, but officials there couldn’t be
reached for comment about when to expect the new officers to be on
the streets. Clay County received $625,000 for five officers, while
Nassau County got $500,000 for four officers, according to the Justice
Department.


“Brightline commuter plan panned by Mayor and Tri-Rail, but
advances into county talks” via Douglas Hanks of the Miami Herald
— Tri-Rail and Miami-Dade’s Mayor said it would cost the public too
much to accept Brightline’s proposal to collect about $60 million a year
to operate a county commuter line between Miami and Aventura. But
county commissioners still endorsed asking the administration to
negotiate a better deal with the for-profit rail company to create the line
once planned as a coastal Tri-Rail route. By a lopsided vote,
commissioners authorized the Carlos Giménez administration to
negotiate for a five-station line. Only Barbara Jordan and Xavier
Suarez voted no.
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“Pro-Democrat PAC accuses Trump of voter fraud” via Ryan Nicol of
Florida Politics — The Pro-Democrat PAC American Bridge is calling
out Trump after a Washington Post report found Trump attempted to
register to vote in Florida while using an out-of-state address. State law
requires Florida voters to be in-state residents. “Donald Trump is
always projecting and that’s clearly no different when it comes to his
dangerous, unsubstantiated claims of widespread voter fraud,”
American Bridge spokesperson Jeb Fain argued. The Washington Post
reported Trump originally registered to vote in Florida on Sept. 27 of
last year. A later application listed Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort as his
primary address, leading to Trump’s application being approved.


2020
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Donald Trump finally found evidence of voter fraud, but not where he expected it.


“With the country in turmoil, Trump’s and Joe Biden’s first stops
are to their faithful blocs” via Eugene Scott of The Washington Post
— Both leading presidential candidates have prioritized signaling to
their most loyal voting blocs that they are best positioned to be the
moral leader that America needs. In both cases, those blocs largely
consist of voters of faith. Nearly 80% of black Protestants plan to vote
Democratic in November. And 75% of white evangelicals and half of
white Christians overall plan to vote for Trump. Trump’s success in
2016 also came in part because of white evangelicals.


“Biden leads nationwide, but swing states are another story” via
Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — A new survey shows Biden and Trump
are neck-and-neck in six presidential battleground states including in
Florida. Florida results show Biden earning 48% of the vote and Trump
45%. The survey was conducted from Friday, May 29 to Sunday, May
31 as protests against the killing of Floyd began to expand nationwide.
The poll leaves out much of the impact from its respective responses
from both Biden and Trump. The survey does, however, show the
President’s strength in the battleground states most likely to decide the
election when compared to Trump’s standing overall.


“Biden sees fundraising surge in wake of Floyd’s death and
Trump’s response to protests” via Brian Schwartz of CNBC —
Biden’s campaign for president is seeing a surge in fundraising in the
wake of Floyd’s death, particularly as Trump comes under scrutiny for
his response to protests across the country. Biden supporters and
bundlers have seen a massive uptick in new contributions and donor
commitments since the protests began. Fundraisers said that they have
each helped to raise between $200,000 and more than $1 million over



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-bj/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-bt/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-bt/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-bi/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-bd/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-bd/





the past week. In some cases, bundlers say they are raising money at a
much faster clip than they had in similar lengths of time. Some are
seeing individual fundraising highs compared with the same points in
time in previous election cycles.


“Biden running ads in Florida based on Floyd responses” via Scott
Powers of Florida Politics — Biden‘s campaign is running a digital ad in
Florida based spotlighting the nation’s response to the Floyd slaying
and his Philadelphia speech on that Tuesday. The new 60-second
digital commercial “Build The Future” is running on social media in key
battleground states including Florida. The spot mixes dramatic images
and video from protests, Trump‘s Monday photo-op at the St. John’s
Episcopal Church, a White House appearing under siege, white
nationalists marching in Charlottesville in 2017, Biden meeting with
black leaders and protesters, and delivering his crisis address in
Philadelphia. “The country is crying out for leadership, leadership that
can unite us, leadership that can bring us together,” he declares in the
ad.


  


“Democrat challenging Brian Mast endorsed by district’s former
congressman” via Christine Stapleton of The Palm Beach Post — Oz
Vazquez, the Democrat challenging Mast for the U.S. House seat
covering northern Palm Beach and Martin counties, has picked up an
endorsement from former Democratic U.S. Rep. Patrick Murphy, who
represented the district between 2013-2017. Vazquez, the son of
Cuban and Colombian immigrants, grew up in Port Saint Lucie. After
graduating from Harvard Law, Vazquez worked as a union-side labor
attorney, defended seniors and retirees, and served as a Deputy
Solicitor General for the State of Florida.


Democrat Oz Vasquez received a big endorsement in his bid to unseat Brian
Mast.


More from the trail
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Bob Cortes hires Hunter Lamirande as campaign manager in HD
30 — Former Rep. Cortes has brought on Lamirande to serve as
campaign manager for his bid to retake his former District 30 seat in the
Florida House. "Hunter is the right person to lead this campaign and
help me communicate to the voters across House District 30,” said
Cortes, a Republican. “I look forward to working with him to bring our
message of more job growth and greater opportunity for all of our
region’s residents.” Lamirande is the founder of Point Blank Political
and has worked in political consulting for the past 6 years. “I’m thrilled
to announce that I’ll be joining Team Cortes as the campaign manager,”
he said. “Over these next few months, we’ll work consistently to reach
out and listen to residents throughout District 30 and win back the seat.”


“Democratic House candidate raises funding to target GOP
leadership” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Miami Democrat Bob
Lynch will rally financial support for underfunded candidates running for
the Legislature on a pro-science message. A candidate in House
District 116 challenging Republican Rep. Daniel Perez, Lynch is also
donating to candidates in other House races through the state. That
included donating $1,000 this weekend to Lisa Stortsrom, the
Democrat challenging Venice Republican Rep. James Buchanan. He’s
also donating to Kelly Johnson, the Democrat challenging Speaker-
Designate Chris Sprowls in House District 85. And he wrote a check to
Katherine Norman, a Democrat challenging Republican Party of
Florida Chair Joe Gruters.


“Tom Lee endorses Chad Chronister” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of
Florida Politics — “I support the Sheriff and the men and women he has
deputized to keep our community safe. Fighting crime isn’t easy and
COVID-19 has presented some unique and unprecedented challenged
to our entire community,” Lee, a former Senate President, said.
“Through it all, Sheriff Chronister has worked tirelessly, day in and out,
to uphold the oath he took to enforce our laws and keep us safe.”
Chronister faces former Sheriff’s detective Charles Boswell in the
Republican primary. Two Democrats are running for their party’s
nomination — Gary Pruitt and Ronald McMullen.
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Chad Chronister gets the thumbs up from Sen. Tom Lee.


“Joe Abruzzo weighing run for Palm Beach County Clerk” via Ryan
Nicol of Florida Politics — Abruzzo turned down a run to return to the
Senate, the former lawmaker now says he’s considering a campaign to
be the next Palm Beach County Clerk and Comptroller. “This is a public
service job I have been looking at for many years,” Abruzzo said in a
statement to Florida Politics. “My time in the Senate and the House
mirrored much of the responsibilities at the state level of this office,” he
said. Abruzzo, a former member of the Coast Guard, most recently
represented House District 81 from 2016-2018, which covers portions
of southern Palm Beach County.


“Shawn Foster is running for Pasco Republican committeeman” via
Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — Foster, a former U.S. Rep.
Gus Bilirakis staffer, is running for Pasco County Republican
Committeeman, he announced. “I graduated high school in 1987 and I
vividly remember President Reagan’s ‘tear down that wall’ speech,”
Foster said. “I am a Reagan Republican and a strong believer in limited
government, lower taxes, gun rights, and a firm hand in foreign affairs.
Ronald Reagan believed in a country where the government’s role
should be limited to the things expressly mentioned in the constitution,
focused especially on defending individual liberties.” Two dozen current
and former elected officials have already endorsed Foster, including
incoming House Speaker Chris Sprowls. Property Appraiser Mike
Fasano also offered his support.
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“I cannot remain silent” via Mike Mullen for The Atlantic — Whatever
Trump's goal in conducting his visit to St. John’s Church, he laid bare
his disdain for the rights of peaceful protest in this country, gave succor
to the leaders of other countries who take comfort in our domestic strife,
and risked further politicizing the men and women of our armed forces.
While no one should ever condone the violence, vandalism, and looting
that has exploded across our city streets, neither should anyone lose
sight of the larger and deeper concerns about institutional racism that
have ignited this rage.


Top opinion


  


“Steve King was Trump before Trump. It’s good news that
Republicans just ousted him.” via Dana Milbank of The Washington
Post — Before there was Trump, there was King. First elected to
Congress in 2002, the Iowa Republican found that his brand of anti-
immigrant and frequently racist nationalism had traction in the GOP,
enough to make him a thorn in the side of Republican leadership and to
defeat attempts at immigration reform. “I’m here to support Steve King,
a special guy, a smart person with really the right views on almost
everything,” Trump said at an event in Iowa for King in October 2014.
They were so like-minded “we don’t really have to compare notes,”
Trump added, previewing what would become his campaign slogan. On
Tuesday night, Republican voters in Iowa ousted King in a primary.


“The police report to me, but I knew I couldn’t protect my son” via
Keisha Lance Bottoms with The New York Times — As mayor of
Atlanta, the chief of police reports to me, in that moment, I knew what
every other parent to a black child in America knows: I could not protect


Opinions



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-ni/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-nd/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-nh/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-nh/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-nk/





my son. To anyone who saw him, he was simply who he is, a black
man-child in the promised land that we all know as America. With each
passing second separating me from the peace of mind a mother feels
having secured the safety of her children, I could not waste minutes
articulating all of those things to my son. I thought of his adoption
process, when my husband and I were told there was no wait for black
boys. I wondered then if this country’s fear and too frequent hatred of
black men began, even subconsciously, at their birth.


“Please stop showing the video of Floyd’s death” via Melanye Price
of The New York Times — The nation’s attention has turned again to
images that show how law enforcement can be weaponized against
black people. These videos are necessary not only because they
generate outrage among whites, outrage that is ever-present for
African-Americans. But also because the political leaders empowered
to stop this are not outraged enough. There is an ethical question
though. The news media must rethink their decisions to binge
broadcast these images and reconsider how much of the content
should be shown. Additionally, citizens need to think more critically
about whether to share them on social media.


“The best white statement to make right now may be to shut up
and listen” via Molly Roberts of The Washington Post — A lot of white
people seem to have determined that the best way not to take up space
amid this week’s protests is, well, to take up space. Instagram was
bathed in black boxes, a mass demonstration that in its most popular
form involved posting an empty image and otherwise remaining silent to
allow long-quelled voices finally to rise. And except that even without
hashtags, those posts were still clogging people’s feeds with their
conspicuous presence, at best bringing some comfort to their peers of
color and at worst just showing off their own morality.


“Let’s not create our own tragedy in Tampa Bay” via the Tampa Bay
Times editorial board — The demonstrations in Tampa and St.
Petersburg took a markedly bleaker turn as law enforcement in both
cities cracked down on what has been a week of largely peaceful
protests. It’s vital that Tampa Bay not compound that injustice by
sparking our own tragedy however inadvertently. Hundreds of local
residents marched in the streets again, expressing their outrage over
Floyd’s death and larger concerns about police brutality and racial
profiling. The protests ended in chaos after police in both cities
dispersed the crowds with force. They fired smoke grenades, pepper
canisters and nonlethal rounds in Tampa, and deployed smoke and
what appeared to be flash-bangs in St. Petersburg. Dozens of people
were taken into custody.


“Dear police, protesters and people online: Let journalists work”
via Stephanie Hayes of the Tampa Bay Times — All over the country,
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journalists have been handcuffed, harassed or injured while covering
protests over the death of Floyd. Tampa police detained Kumar after
she repeatedly identified herself as a Tampa Bay Times journalist and
showed credentials. An officer on a bicycle knocked her to the ground
and zip-tied her. In St. Petersburg, Cridlin identified himself verbally,
wore a press badge and wrote “press” on his face mask. Officers zip-
tied him and forced him to the ground. They were both released a short
time later. Journalists are not above the law, and we are not out to
break it or interfere. But we are essential workers and have exemptions
when there are curfews.


“Pursuing Republican convention for Florida is a fool’s errand” via
Joe Henderson of Florida Politics — While we await the puff of smoke
to signal where/if the Republican National Convention will move, maybe
to Jacksonville or Orlando, consider a few things. In 2012, an estimated
50,000 visitors came to the Tampa Bay area for the RNC. About 20,000
attended the acceptance speech by nominee Mitt Romney inside what
is now Amalie Arena. Meanwhile, consider the voice of experience.
Bob Buckhorn was Mayor of Tampa when the Republicans came to
town. “Planning for the 2012 convention in Tampa was literally part of
our daily agenda for two years,” he said. “I am surprised anyone would
think they could pull something like this off in less than three months.
There are just so many long, detailed, complicated issues and many
moving parts.”


“Diversity of thought is vanishing at Florida Supreme Court” via the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel editorial board — DeSantis has appointed
two more Florida Supreme Court justices who are members of the
Federalist Society, a private organization with virtually exclusive access
to seats on the highest courts of our state and nation. You can expect
the appointments of Francis and John Couriel to make Florida’s
highest court even more stridently conservative than it has lately
become. DeSantis, a Federalist himself, promised the Society’s state
convention that he would do just that. The practice of appointing judges
who pass political or ideological litmus tests is commonly called court-
packing. Republicans consistently deplore it unless they’re the ones
doing it.


“Why the secrecy? Florida and other states slow to reveal COVID-
19 spending” via the Tampa Bay Times editorial board — Taxpayers
are spending billions to confront the coronavirus on the front lines
buying medical supplies, protective equipment and other essential gear.
But even months into the pandemic, many states including Florida are
withholding details about what they’re buying and who they’re paying.
The scramble began in March as the scope of the outbreak became
increasingly clear. The rush was understandable. Disclosure helps keep
vendors accountable both for keeping their prices in check and
delivering as promised in the rush of spending.
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Florida’s Department of Health is reporting a spike of COVID-19 cases.
Nevertheless, that did not stop Gov. DeSantis from announcing most of
Florida is about to enter Phase Two of the recovery.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— There were more than 1,300 new confirmed cases of coronavirus
Wednesday — the largest one-day increase since mid-April. Thirty-six
more deaths were reported, bringing the latest total to 2,650 fatalities in
the Sunshine State.


— More violence reported across the state in protests of police brutality,
while DeSantis thanks peaceful demonstrators and saying rioting will
not be tolerated. He’s also sending 500 soldiers from the Florida
National Guard to help provide security in and around Washington D.C.


— Florida politicians are lining up to denounce the cops who killed


Today's Sunrise



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xduouy-edrdjlhjd-pd/





Floyd. DeSantis calls it murder. Same with Sen. Rubio, who says it’s
time to deal with America’s racial problem.


— The United Faculty of Florida releases its plan for the safe reopening
of state colleges and universities. They believe masks should be
required whenever students are indoors.


— Now that hurricane season is underway, disaster planners are facing
a trifecta of misery: hurricanes, pandemic, and racial unrest. It’s forcing
them to rewrite the rules for responding to a storm.


— Checking in with Florida Man, a sheriff that supports peaceful
protests, but is “highly recommending” people shoot any looter who
tries to break into their homes.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“MLS, players reach CBA deal and will resume play in Orlando” via
Julia Poe of the Orlando Sentinel — Major League Soccer and the MLS
Players Association ratified a new Collective Bargaining Agreement,
clearing the way for the league to play a summer tournament in
Orlando. The union announced the agreement after days of tension.
MLS owners reportedly threatened to lock players out if they did not
agree to their terms by noon Tuesday, prompting players to skip
voluntary training sessions on Monday and Tuesday. The new CBA


Aloe
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includes concessions on both sides. The length of the CBA was
extended one year past the original verbal agreement, a change the
players sought. League owners also reportedly backed off attendance
terms attached to a new force majeure clause.


Major League Soccer and its players’ union reached a six-year deal that opens
the door for a tournament in Orlando. Image via AP.


“'Brooklyn Nine-Nine' cast donates $100,000 to bail relief fund for
protesters” via Chloe Melas of CNN Entertainment — The cast of the
television show "Brooklyn Nine-Nine" has made a 100,000 donation to
the National Bail Fund Network. Dan Goor, co-creator of the show, took
to Twitter to make the announcement and to "condemn" the death of
George Floyd, an unarmed black man, at the hands of Minneapolis
police. Stephanie Beatriz, who stars on the show as Det. Rosa Diaz,
made a personal donation to the fund as well. She also urged any
actors who portray police officers on television to do the same.


  


Best wishes to Jason Attermann, former AHCA Secretary Holly
Benson, lobbyist Julie Haines Fess, and Rebecca Romero of
Strategic Digital Services.


Happy birthday
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The U.S. Supreme Court issued a decision Monday that, similar to the recent
ruling on LGBTQ workplace protections, was a surprise given the conservative
bent of recent additions to the high court.


In a 5-4 ruling, SCOTUS struck down a Louisiana law that required doctors
who perform abortions to have admitting privileges at local hospitals.


While proponents argue the law protects the health of women who seek
abortions, opponents say it creates a roadblock to abortion access. The court
agreed with the latter opinion.


The Louisiana law has been put forward in many states, including Florida,
which passed a law with a similar provision in 2016.


First Shot







Texas had such a law as well, and it too went before the Supreme Court in
2013. Just as in the Louisiana case, the court voted to overturn the Texas law,
though Chief Justice John Roberts flipped from his 2013 position in
Monday’s ruling citing precedent.


Abortion-rights activists cheered the decisionboth nationally and in the
Sunshine State.


“The Supreme Court just sent a resounding message to politicians all across
the country: Stop trying to make abortion inaccessible,” said Stephanie
Fraim, President and CEO of Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central
Florida. “Today’s ruling affirms yet again that abortion care is essential care
and is protected under the U.S. Constitution.”


Orlando Democratic Rep. Anna Eskamani, who worked for Planned
Parenthood before becoming a lawmaker, also praised the ruling.


“The Court’s decision means that people in Louisiana will continue to have
access to abortion care. Four years ago the Supreme Court held admitting
privileges laws unconstitutional and, the Court stepped in — yet again — to
block this clinic shutdown law,” she said.


“We must remain vigilant for reproductive health, rights and justice. We must
focus our energy on advancing a future where people can access an abortion
when they need it with love and support — not shame and judgment. Now is
the time to work together to build the world where each one of us has the
power, resources and support to care for ourselves, our families, and our
communities.


Miami-Dade Mayoral candidate and county commissioner Daniella Levine
Cava also issued a statement: “For almost 50 years, states around the country
have tried to limit women’s access to health care and their reproductive rights.
Today’s decision is a reaffirmation of these rights and an important victory for
health care advocates and women around the country and I proudly applaud it."


___


After slashing $1 billion in spending, Gov. Ron DeSantis gave his signature
the 2020-21 budget Monday.


The vetoes ranged from sturgeon farm and beef marketing cash to
“Universities of Distinction” and guardian program funding. But most of them
had one thing in common: They appeared on Florida TaxWatch’s 2020 Budget
Turkey Watch Report.


Coincidence or not, FTW President and CEO Dominic M. Calabro praised the
Governor for signing a spending plan that tracked closely with the watchdog’s
recommendations.


“Today, we are proud that Gov. DeSantis has heeded TaxWatch’s proposals
and vetoed more than $1 billion from the FY2020-21 budget, including vetoing
81%, or 146 of the 180 projects and budget items identified by FTW as Budget







Turkeys. The Governor also vetoed 518 member projects cutting more than
$264 million from the budget,” Calabro said in a news release.


Calabro also pointed to flagging state revenues as proof the vetoes were
justified.


“The May General Revenue collections report from the Office of Economic
and Demographic Research (EDR) showed declines in revenue incomes for the
second straight month, placing Florida down nearly $1.5 billion below
estimates year to date. These losses underscore the need to resist complacency,
double down on our resolve to defeat COVID-19, and continue to create and
implement innovative solutions that ensure enduring fiscal accountability and
strength for the Sunshine State,” he said.


“Just as we have for the past 40 years, FTW will continue to work tirelessly
with state and local leaders on fiscal policy recommendations in the days,
weeks and months ahead. Today’s vetoes from Gov. DeSantis are a measured
and thoughtful approach and we thank him, his administration, and the
countless officials who are working to guide Florida forward and help us
emerge from this historical challenge stronger than ever before.”


  


Positive cases:


— 143,805 FL residents (+2,730 since Sunday)


— 2,536 Non-FL residents (+28 since Sunday)


Origin:


— 2,481 Travel related


— 50,522 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,443 Both


— 88,359 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 14,354 in FL


Deaths:


— 3,546 in FL


Coronavirus Numbers


  


As of Sunday:


Unemployment Numbers







Claims submitted: 2,732,868


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,523,951


— Claims processed: 2,360,433


— Claims paid: 1,584,572 (+26,174 since Thursday)


Total paid out: $8.19 billion (+$430 million since Thursday)


  


1. “This coronavirus mutation has taken over the world. Scientists are
trying to understand why.” via Sarah Kaplan and Joel Achenbach of The
Washington Post


2. "Supreme Court strikes down Louisiana abortion law" via Sam Baker of
Axios


3. "A Sun Belt time bomb threatens Trump’s reelection" via Natasha
Korecki, Marc Caputo of POLITICO


4. "Jacksonville to order mask-wearing ahead of GOP convention" via
Marc Caputo of POLITICO


5. "Drop in Orlando area new COVID-19 cases driven by fewer tests" via
Scott Powers of Florida Politics


6. “‘Circumstances have changed': Gov. Ron DeSantis approves slimmer
$92.2 billion Florida budget” via Lawrence Mower and Mary Ellen Klas of
the Tampa Bay Times


7. "House budget chair Travis Cummings backs Governor's veto
decisions" via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


8. "Big win for Florida state workers as pay raise survives Governor's
veto, coronavirus cuts" via Jeff Schweers of the Tallahassee Democrat


9. "Florida housing trust fund survives COVID-19 budget slash" via Jason
Delgado of Florida Politics


10. "DeSantis vetos water projects in 2020-21 state budget" via Bruce
Ritchie of POLITICO Florida


11. "DeSantis axes $21M for downtown St. Pete office to house 2nd
District Court of Appeals" via Janelle Irwin of Florida Politics


12. "Education funding vetoes hit Southwest Florida, including in Bill
Galvano's district" via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics


13. "Broward Sheriff's Office loses out on $500K for Real Time Crime
Center expansion thanks to budget cuts" via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


Evening Reads
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14. “Be racist or be dumb. But don’t be both — and definitely not in
public” via Carl Hiaasen of the Miami Herald


15. "This history isn't worth preserving" via Diane Roberts of The Florida
Phoenix


16. "Florida gas prices stall on COVID-19 fears, could drop soon" via
Drew Dixon of Florida Politics


17. “Georgia fires back in Florida in water war” via Jim Saunders of the
News Service of Florida


  


“We are the beneficiaries of good decisions made by past Legislatures and
Governors to spend within our means. Gov. DeSantis continues in that
tradition and I believe we are better off for it in the present and the people of
Florida will reap the benefits of this sustainable budgeting well into the
future.” — House Speaker José Oliva, on Gov. Ron DeSantis veto list.


Quote of the Day
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  Bill Day's Latest
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BREAKING — President Donald Trump on Thursday evening called off the
Republican National Convention in Jacksonville. "To have a big convention,
it’s not the right time," Trump said. "I told my team it’s time to cancel the
Jacksonville component. I'll still do a convention speech, in a different form.
But we won't do a big crowded convention, per se." 


___


A new Quinnipiac University Poll delivered gloomy news to the Governor’s
mansion: Gov. Ron DeSantis is now underwater among Florida voters.


The Q Poll found the Republican Governor still had the confidence of 41% of
the electorate, while 52% had soured on him. That’s a 31% shift from three
months ago when he had a positive approval rating of 53%-33%.


First Shot







The drop was mainly among Democrats and independents — voters from his
own party still back him by an 82%-12% margin. Still, that’s a 6% drop from
the last Quinnipiac Poll.


DeSantis’ falling stock is chained to his handling of the pandemic. Not long
ago, Florida was viewed as having averted disaster. Now, headlines — and
daily case numbers — routinely place it as an epicenter in the pandemic’s
resurgence.


Florida feels the same, and by and large, they view the decisions from the
Governor’s mansion in a negative light.


Nearly two-thirds say reopening schools is unsafe; an almost identical number
feel the RNC coming to Jax next month would have been a disaster in the
making; and nearly four in five voters said they supported a statewide mask
mandate, a measure DeSantis has derided as unenforceable.


On his disaster management effort alone, DeSantis flunked. Just 38% approve
compared to 57% who find him lacking. In April he was plus-9% on the same
question.


As goes DeSantis, so goes Trump.


POTUS did trail presumptive Democratic nominee Joe Biden three months
ago, but only by 4% — a tossup considering the poll’s margin of error of plus
or minus 3.2 percentage points. Today, the former VP’s lead is 51%-38%.


"The President doesn't escape the shifting moods and concerns of voters in
Florida. His sagging numbers are a gut punch from one of the key states he
keenly hopes to win," said Tim Malloy, Quinnipiac a. University Polling
analyst.


  


Positive cases:


— 385,091 FL residents (+10,171 since Wednesday)


— 4,777 Non-FL residents (+78 since Wednesday)


Origin:


— 3,253 Travel related


— 99,948 Contact with a confirmed case


— 3,200 Both


— 278,690 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


Coronavirus Numbers







— 22,644 in FL


Deaths:


— 5,632 in FL


  


As of Wednesday:


Total claims: 3,264,601


— Confirmed unique claims: 3,060,998


— Claim verification queue: 308,510


— Claims processed: 2,752,488


— Claims paid: 1,786,547 (+15,306 since Tuesday)


Total paid out: $11.25 billion (+$190 million since Tuesday)


Unemployment Numbers


  


1. “Joe Biden leads Donald Trump 13 points in latest poll of Florida” via
A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


2. “U.S. coronavirus cases surpass four million” via Jon Kamp, Allison
Prank and Jennifer Calfas of The Wall Street Journal


3. “‘We’re talking about more than half a million people missing from the
U.S. population’” via Joe Pinsker of The Atlantic


4. “How a 60-year-old drug became our best hope for saving people with
COVID-19” via Sara Reardon of FiveThirtyEight


5. “White House, GOP kill payroll tax cut but flounder on broader
coronavirus bill” via Erica Werner, Seung Min Kim and Jeff Stein of The
Washington Post


6. “House passes bipartisan public lands bill; next stop President’s desk”
via Allison Stevens and Jacob Fischer of the Florida Phoenix


7. “On MLB Opening Day, Ron DeSantis wants faster testing statewide”
via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics


8. “Florida’s economy won’t recover from COVID-19 for more than a
year, report says” via David Lyons of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel


9. “COVID-19 inmate toll nears 1,000 at North Florida prison” via Ana
Ceballos of News Service of Florida


Evening Reads
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10. “Jacksonville prosecutors drop charges against 15 protesters” via Drew
Dixon of Florida Politics


11. “Alex Penelas vows to reverse Black flight in Miami-Dade” via Spencer
Fordin of Florida Politics


12. “Deb Barra proposes corruption unit in Orlando’s State Attorney
Office” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics


13. “UF launches Racial Justice Research Fund to support scholarship on
the Black experience” via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics


  


“If I only had 500 people in Florida testing, I could find a way to turn it around
within 24 hours, no question. But we have so many people, so the question is
how do you do that.” — Gov. Ron DeSantis, on speeding up testing results.


Quote of the Day


  Bill Day's Latest
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From: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT on behalf of City of Jacksonville EOC Situation Unit
To: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT@LIST.COJ.NET
Subject: COVID-19 - Situation Report #160 20200604 [1300]
Date: Thursday, June 4, 2020 1:41:51 PM
Attachments: COVID-19 - Situation Report #160 20200604 [1300].pdf


All,
 
Please see the attached Situation Report #160 regarding the COVID-19 response.
 
Thank you,
 
SITUnit
City of Jacksonville
Emergency Operations Center
904-255-3129 (Desk)
904-255-3121 (Watch Office)
904-255-3110 (Main Line)
eocsitunit@coj.net
 
 
ONE CITY. ONE JACKSONVILLE.
 
Autumn Sherriff
Emergency Preparedness Planner
City of Jacksonville I Fire and Rescue Department
515 North Julia St. Jacksonville, FL 32202
(904) 255-3126


ONE CITY. ONE JACKSONVILLE.


 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list, please send email to:
LISTSERV@LIST.COJ.NET with a single line of text in the main BODY of the message that
reads, UNSUBSCRIBE COJ_EOC_SITUNIT
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COVID-19 makes celebrating holidays more difficult and the recent surge in
cases doesn’t make things any easier.


But Gov. Ron DeSantis and the Florida Department of Health say Floridians
can still celebrate Independence Day as long as they avoid the “Three Cs” —
closed spaces, crowded places and close-contact settings.


That means plans for packed backyard barbecues should be shelved, but
outdoor activities in wide-open spaces are still in the cards.


Adhering to social distancing guidelines such as wearing a mask and keeping
six-feet apart from others is key, too.


“People over the age of 65 and those with underlying conditions are at risk of


First Shot







severe complications from COVID-19 and should avoid crowds and minimize
contact outside of the home,” DeSantis said. “As we head into this holiday
weekend, I encourage all Floridians to be diligent in avoiding closed spaces,
crowded places and close-contact settings — and remember to wear a mask.
Together, we must continue to take the appropriate steps to slow the spread of
this virus.”


Surgeon General Scott Rivkees added, “Many asymptomatic individuals are
unknowingly carrying the COVID-19 virus in public. Wearing a mask in
public settings, frequently washing your hands for at least 20 seconds, and
observing the latest social distancing guidelines will also amplify our ongoing
efforts in protecting our most vulnerable populations from contracting this
virus. Every Floridian has an important role to play in shielding and
safeguarding our communities against COVID-19.”


___


As coronavirus cases continue to climb, the Florida Restaurant & Lodging
Association is rolling out a new initiative to help diners identify the
establishments putting customer and employee safety first.


The FRLA Seal of Commitment demonstrates that the establishment meets
thorough safety and sanitation standards outlined by FRLA.


“Employee and guest safety is paramount for Florida’s hospitality industry,”
said Carol Dover, FRLA president and CEO. “Even before the COVID-19
pandemic, our hotels and restaurants adhered to strict sanitation, food safety
and training guidelines.


“With the Seal of Commitment program, we have built on the foundation of
those excellent standards to do even more to ensure cleanliness and safety and
help build consumer confidence. Establishments can display their awarded
Seal as a promise to guests of their strict adherence to these rigorous
standards.”


For a business to qualify for the seal, all managers must have a current
ServSafe Manager certificate and all employees must have an up-to-date
SafeStaff Food Handler certificate or equivalent certification.


Additionally, establishments must meet specific sanitation standards outlined
in the FRLA Seal of Commitment Guidelines. Once compliance with these
guidelines is confirmed, FRLA will award the Seal of Commitment.


  


Positive cases:


— 166,303 FL residents (+10,015 since Wednesday)


— 2,803 Non-FL residents (+94 since Wednesday)


Coronavirus Numbers







Origin:


— 2,572 Travel related


— 55,882 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,510 Both


— 105,339 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 15,150 in FL


Deaths:


— 3,718 in FL


  


As of Wednesday:


Total claims: 2,805,793


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,585,293


— Claim verification queue: 182,200


— Claims processed: 2,403,093


— Claims paid: 1,621,376 (+16,826 since Tuesday)


Total paid out: $8.54 billion (+$220 million since Tuesday)


Unemployment Numbers


  


1. “Joe Biden is leading in Florida as Donald Trump’s popularity sags” via
Steve Contorno and Langston Taylor of the Tampa Bay Times


2. "Democrats aim Polk ad blitz at Mike Pence" via Gary White of The
Ledger


3. “A Florida retirement community made news for a pro-Trump ‘white
power’ video. It is residents are also giving the President’s campaign a
swamped load of cash.” via Dave Leventhal of Business Insider


4. "Gov. Ron DeSantis extends work search waiver for unemployment
claims" via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics


5. “Weekly jobless claims dipped in Florida” via the News Service of
Florida


Evening Reads
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6. “Another record number of COVID-19 patients at Sarasota Memorial
Hospital Thursday” via Zac Anderson of the Sarasota Herald-Tribune


7. "Coronavirus crushing hospitals in Jacksonville, host of the Republican
National Convention" via A.G. Gancarski of Florida


8. "Escambia County down to three ICU beds at area hospitals" via Jim
Little of PNJ.com


9. "Texas Governor mandates face masks in public spaces" via Axios


10. "Herman Cain is receiving treatment for coronavirus at an Atlanta
hospital" via Veronica Stracqualursi of CNN


11. “9 more NBA players test positive for coronavirus” via Fadel Allassan
of Axios


12. "Financial reports are in for Governor and Florida Cabinet members
and not everyone is a millionaire" via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics


13. “DeSantis backs proposals for space force headquarters” via Jim
Turner of the News Service of Florida


14. "Controversial toll road project funding is still intact amid $1 billion in
state budget cuts" via Laura Cassels of The Florida Phoenix


15. “Lawsuit aims at saving digital ballot images” via the News Service of
Florida


16. “Orlando police officers blast chief in union survey, accuse agency of
‘pandering’ to public outcry” via Tess Sheets of the Orlando Sentinel
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“We went to phase 1 in May, it was very low cases, low positivity. I think the
media was trying to say the numbers were phony. Now they like the numbers
because they’re higher. It’s funny how that works. But that was kind of the
thing, you actually had people spinning conspiracy theories, saying, ‘oh,
Florida’s hiding’ because it was obviously very low, and some folks didn’t
want to see that.” — Gov. Ron DeSantis, on reporting in the coronavirus era.


Quote of the Day


  Bill Day's Latest
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From: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida
To: dldohchdadministrators_directors@flhealth.gov
Subject: The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
Date: Friday, June 12, 2020 6:42:54 PM


Banner


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 12, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. –  The State of Florida is responding to COVID-19. As of Friday, June 5 the state has moved into Phase 2 of Florida’s
reopening plan. The Florida Department of Health will now issue this update once per week. However, DOH will continue to update the COVID-19
dashboard and post the state report daily.


Governor Ron DeSantis is in constant communication with Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz and State Surgeon
General Dr. Scott Rivkees as the State of Florida continues to monitor and respond to the threat of COVID-19.


This week, Governor Ron DeSantis announced the state of Florida’s plan to disburse up to $1.275 billion in CARES Act funds to counties with a
population below 500,000. Using a phased approach, the Florida Division of Emergency Management will distribute funds to the remaining counties,
beginning with an initial disbursement of 25% of each county’s allocation. Learn more here.


This week, Governor DeSantis and Commissioner Richard Corcoran also announced recommendations for local communities to consider as they
finalize plans to reopen safe and healthy schools that are set up for success. This plan outlines nearly $475 million in state directed education
financial assistance provided to Florida through the CARES Act. More information on the recommendations can be found here.


Recent actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


The Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) announced that they partnered with Home Depot and Quest Diagnostics to create
three additional testing sites. Locations are available here.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


More than 30.5 million masks
More than 11.2 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 1.4 million gowns
More than 91 thousand goggles
Nearly 54 thousand coveralls


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 1,600 onsite visits to facilities and more than 21,000
telephone calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
The Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) issued Emergency Order 2020-08 which extends the deadlines for
examination eligibility and licensure eligibility through December 31, 2020, for professional licenses regulated pursuant to Chapter 455, Florida
Statutes, and the related professional practice acts. The Order supersedes section 4 of DBPR Emergency Order 2020-03, which had
previously extended these deadlines through May 31, 2020.
Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through July 4, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-EO-04 and 2020-EO-05 that:


Provides students will pathways to meet eligibility requirements for the Bright Future Scholarship including flexibility to satisfy volunteer
hour requirements and extends the date a student can take the SAT and ACT.
Provides greater flexibility for early learning providers to deliver high quality summer instruction and recovery services.


The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) Restaurant Meal Initiative, when combined with traditional meal delivery, has increased over
200 percent, and the total number of DOEA restaurant meals alone stands at over 690,000.
The Administration for Community Living (ACL) Assistant Secretary for Aging Lance Robertson provided an update on DOEA COVID-19 efforts
to the Florida Aging Network.
DOEA participated in a consultation group roundtable call with Region IV of the State Units on Aging (SUA) and the SUA Directors for the
states of Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee.
DOEA distributed a Mental Health Campaign entitled, “Talk It Out” to the Executive Directors of all 11 Area Agencies on Aging (AAA).
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) continues to implement their phased reopening of the Florida State
Parks. Approximately 172 of 175 Florida State Parks and trails are partially opened. As these parks are reopening, DEP is taking measures to
ensure the protection of staff and the public. During this phase of reopening, visitors should expect limited hours, capacity and amenities. See
the latest park and trail information here.
The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) is coordinating with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs
Association to test law enforcement exposed to mass gatherings for COVID-19.
Since March 1, 2020, Floridians have conducted over 1.4 million motor vehicle and credential transactions virtually through the department’s
online services webpage: com. FLHSMV encourages Floridians who can to complete their driver license or motor vehicle transactions online,
rather than in person at a driver license office.
Approximately 2,215 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 361,608 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) has received 8 pallets of cloth masks from the State Emergency Operations Center. A pallet of
22,500 masks was sent to the six APD regional offices and to APD Headquarters. The masks will be distributed to APD employees, group
homes and other providers to protect APD customers.
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FDOT continues to lead the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86 at the I-95 checkpoint. To
date, more than 34,300 traveler forms have been collected at the I-95 checkpoint.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 84,800 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has resumed committal services in Florida’s VA National Cemeteries. To make burial
arrangements, contact the National Cemetery Scheduling Office at (800) 535-1117.


Additional actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH


The Florida Department of Health (DOH) announced that antibody COVID-19 test results data is now available. This report will be provided
once a week and contains county, race and lab information on antibody COVID-19 tests conducted in Florida. That report is available here. 
To date, DOH has reported more than 1,000 contact tracers who are assisting with COVID-19 efforts across the state.
DOH announced that the list of long-term care facilities in Florida associated with COVID-19 cases will now include active cases in each facility
in order to provide real-time data. The list of long-term care facilities with active COVID-19 cases is available here. 
DOH is providing a report detailing surveillance data for every Florida county. Previously, this information was only available for select
communities. The surveillance data report is available here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a Public Health Emergency for COVID-19 in Florida.
DOH established a public call center for questions regarding COVID-19. The call center launched Monday, March 2, and is open 24/7.
DOH established mechanisms for monitoring and coordination with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding
epidemiological activities.
DOH distributed CDC Interim Guidance for public health personnel evaluating Persons Under Investigation (PUI) and asymptomatic close
contacts of confirmed cases at their home or non-home residential settings to CHDs.
DOH approved and disseminated an updated Clinician Screening Tool for identifying COVID-19 PUIs.
DOH implemented testing at all three State Public Health Laboratories and distributed updated laboratory guidance regarding implementation
of testing at State Public Health Laboratories.
DOH has worked to implement additional private lab testing.
DOH has developed and disseminated pandemic planning guidance. 
Advised CHDs and HCCs to retain expired personal protective equipment until further notice.
DOH is continuing support for long-term care facilities with REST teams. DOH strike teams have completed assessments for 3,874 long term
care facilities to determine immediate unmet needs and promote appropriate infection control practices.
DOH strike teams are continuing to respond to long term care facilities with COVID-19 positive patients.
In an effort to increase testing, Governor DeSantis has directed Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees on an emergency temporary basis to allow
licensed pharmacists in Florida to order and administer COVID-19 tests.
DOH is working with Florida’s Board of Pharmacy and Florida’s Department of Business and Professional Regulation on mobile pharmacy
compliance guidance.


FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


The Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) announced that they partnered with Home Depot and Quest Diagnostics to create
three additional testing sites. Locations are available here.
FDEM announced that an additional three COVID-19 testing sites across the state have been created through a partnership between Publix,
FDEM and Quest Diagnostics. Locations are available here.
Five state-supported drive-thru testing sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval counties are offering free antibody testing
to anyone over the age of 18. The sites with antibody tests are:


FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches, antibody testing is by appointment only and the site can accept up to 40 appointments per day
To make an appointment, call: 561-642-1000 


Hard Rock Stadium, can test up to 125 individuals per day
Miami Beach Convention Center, can test up to 80 individuals per day
Orange County Convention Center, can test up to 125 individuals per day
TIAA Bank Field Lot J, can test up to 125 individuals per day


At the direction of Governor DeSantis, the state has established 15 drive-thru and 15 walk-up testing sites across the state, with more coming
online. More than 230,000 people have been tested at these sites. Floridians can find a site near them here.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


More than 30.5 million masks
More than 11.2 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 1.4 million gowns
More than 91 thousand goggles
Nearly 54 thousand coveralls


For long-term care facilities alone, the Division has sent:
More than 10 million masks
1 million gloves
More than 500,000 face shields
More than 900,000 gowns


The Florida Division of Emergency Management has launched a website to track the mobile lab that is testing long-term care facilities across
the state. The website is available here.
Find more information on DEM’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 1,600 onsite visits to facilities and more than 21,000
telephone calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
AHCA issued Emergency Order NO. 20-003 providing financial relief to nursing homes and Intermediate Care Facilities during the state’s
public health emergency. The emergency order extends the deadlines for March and April 2020 Quality Assessment payments until June 15,
2020 for Intermediate Care Facilities, and June 20, 2020 for nursing homes.
AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-2 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-3. These rules require nursing homes and assisted living facilities
to grant access to the Florida Department of Health or their authorized representative for the purpose infection prevention and control, including
mandated COVID-19 testing of both on-duty and off-duty staff when arranged by the Department.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-1 requiring hospitals to test all patients for COVID-19,
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regardless of symptoms, prior to discharge to long-term care facilities.
AHCA sent out an email to nursing homes requiring the transfer of residents with verified or suspected cases if they cannot be appropriately
isolated and adhere to the CDC recommendations for COVID-19 response.
AHCA issued a provider alert announcing additional flexibilities within the Medicaid program made at the direction of Governor DeSantis.
Authorization requirements and services limits for medically necessary behavioral health care for are now waived.
AHCA created a new temporary Personal Care Attendant program to help long-term care facilities fill staffing shortages. The program provides
an 8-hour training on assisting with direct care so that personal care attendants can temporarily perform additional duties.
AHCA has been working with the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to ensure current Medicaid recipients maintain benefits during
the state of emergency. Medicaid application deadlines have also been extended.
Find more information on AHCA’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION


The Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) issued Emergency Order 2020-08 which extends the deadlines for
examination eligibility and licensure eligibility through December 31, 2020, for professional licenses regulated pursuant to Chapter 455, Florida
Statutes, and the related professional practice acts. The Order supersedes section 4 of DBPR Emergency Order 2020-03, which had
previously extended these deadlines through May 31, 2020.
DPBR has distributed Additional Information for Barbershops and Cosmetology Salons Pursuant to Executive Order 20-120 and FAQs for
Executive Order 20-120 – Expanding Phase 1: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery to provide additional information and
guidelines for barbershops, cosmetology salons, and cosmetology specialty salons.
Find more information on DBPR’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES


Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which will automatically
issue benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school
meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
As part of her Hope for Healing Florida initiative, First Lady Casey DeSantis recently announced that the Department of Children and Families
(DCF) will be receiving a $1.9 million emergency grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, which will
provide crisis counseling and other mental health support for Floridians impacted by COVID-19.
Per DCF’s request, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Florida’s waiver to permit the state to launch a pilot project
that allows families to purchase groceries online with their Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card beginning April 21, 2020.
DCF worked with the Florida Department of Health (DOH) to develop precautionary protocols for child welfare professionals and adult
protective investigators who may have to make in-person visits to ensure the safety of those vulnerable populations.
Find more information on DCF’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS


The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) has distributed cloth face coverings to all correctional officers and inmates at correctional
institutions statewide.
FDC is closely aligned with the CDC Interim Guidance on Management of COVID-19 in Correctional and Detention Facilities.
New inmate commitments from county jails undergo additional screening and 14-day quarantine before placement within the general
population.
FDC has suspended visitation at all correctional institutions statewide.
Find more information on FDC’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY


Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through July 4, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
To comply with federal law, effective May 10, 2020, claimants for all Reemployment Assistance programs, including state Reemployment
Assistance, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, will be required to return to the
CONNECT system every two weeks to request their benefits or “claim their weeks.” In doing so, claimants will confirm that they are still
unemployed and acknowledge that they are able and available for work should it be offered. For more information, click here. If claimants,
currently receiving Reemployment Assistance benefits, no longer wish to receive benefits, they do not need to claim their weeks, as payments
will stop processing if weeks stop being claimed.
DEO, in partnership with the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, launched a website to verify the identity of claimants
who have been locked out of their CONNECT account, the online system for processing Reemployment Assistance claims. Individuals who
were locked out of their CONNECT account have been notified and provided a direct link to verify their information so they can access their
account.
DEO is administering the Federal Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program. The program is offered by the federal CARES
Act and provides up to 13 weeks of benefits to a claimant who has exhausted Reemployment Assistance. For more information, please click
here.
The Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program that provides unemployment benefits to those that may not otherwise be
eligible under Florida’s state Reemployment Assistance program is available. Eligibility includes independent contractors, gig workers and
individuals who are self-employed. Working Floridians who have been impacted by COVID-19 and believe they may be eligible for Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance, can visit org and select "File a Claim" to apply and be considered for PUA. Individuals may also call 1-833-FL-
Apply (1-833-352-7759) for any questions they may have.
DEO continues to provide updates on the efforts made to address the challenges to Florida’s Reemployment Assistance program in response
to COVID-19. This includes the State Reemployment Assistance Claims Dashboard that is updated daily to reflect the total number of
Reemployment Assistance Claims submitted, verified, processed and paid.
DEO announced more than 1,000 small businesses have been awarded more than $49 million from the Florida Small Emergency Bridge Loan
program. 
The Business Damage Assessment survey is activated and continues to accept surveys to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local
business operations and determine the appropriate actions for recovery. Click here to access the survey.
Find more information on DEO’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-EO-04 and 2020-EO-05 that:
Provides students will pathways to meet eligibility requirements for the Bright Future Scholarship including flexibility to satisfy volunteer
hour requirements and extends the date a student can take the SAT and ACT.
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Provides greater flexibility for early learning providers to deliver high quality summer instruction and recovery services.
To read the full re-opening of Florida’s schools and CARES ACT plan, visit here.
Find more information on DOE’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ELDER AFFAIRS


The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) Restaurant Meal Initiative, when combined with traditional meal delivery, has increased over
200 percent, and the total number of DOEA restaurant meals alone stands at over 690,000.
The Administration for Community Living (ACL) Assistant Secretary for Aging Lance Robertson provided an update on DOEA COVID-19 efforts
to the Florida Aging Network.
DOEA participated in a consultation group roundtable call with Region IV of the State Units on Aging (SUA) and the SUA Directors for the
states of Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee.
DOEA distributed a Mental Health Campaign entitled, “Talk It Out” to the Executive Directors of all 11 Area Agencies on Aging (AAA).
DOEA provided technical assistance to AAAs regarding shopping assistance, meals, service delivery, telephone reassurance, and the
Restaurant Meal Initiative.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) issued Emergency Order 20-01
pertaining to in-person guardian visitation requirements where COVID-19 response and mitigation measures prevent such visits.
DOEA issued Guidance in furtherance of Order 20-01 for Public and Professional Guardians to remain in compliance with Florida Statute
744.361(14).
Find more information on DOEA’s COVID-19 response here.


ENTERPRISE FLORIDA


Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a Virtual Trade Shows Grant Program to allow companies to identify international clients and
generate new export opportunities. Traditional international trade shows are being temporarily replaced by virtual events to promote safe
worldwide business opportunities. For more information, please contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI created a virtual trade grant program to help Florida companies do business overseas as international travel is restricted. Businesses
interested in learning more about the new Virtual Business Matchmaking service should contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI conducted regional calls with stakeholders across the state to identify ideas for long-range economic recovery.
EFI suspended initial fees for its Microfinance Loan Guarantee Program to support Florida’s small business community impacted by COVID-19.
Interested businesses must apply through a local lender. For further information please contact your lender or visit Enterprise Florida’s website.
See resources compiled by EFI for businesses impacted by COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION


The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) continues to implement their phased reopening of the Florida State
Parks. Approximately 172 of 175 Florida State Parks and trails are partially opened. As these parks are reopening, DEP is taking measures to
ensure the protection of staff and the public. During this phase of reopening, visitors should expect limited hours, capacity and amenities. See
the latest park and trail information here.
Areas of Florida State Parks managed by the Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection (ORCP) have been partially reopened, including
remote access trails, beaches, and boat ramps at the Research Reserves. Islands, beaches, and submerged lands withinthe Aquatic
Preserves are being reopened in accordance with local ordinances. See current information on ORCP-managed lands here.
Find more information on DEP’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL REGULATION


The Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) issued Emergency Order 2020-03 temporarily expanding the motor vehicle retail installment initial
payment rule.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-02 extending certain filing deadlines for Florida’s financial services providers.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-01 extending certain renewal deadlines for money services businesses. 
OFR provided guidance for consumer finance businesses and professionals.
OFR provided guidance and an operational update for Florida’s securities businesses and professionals.
OFR provided informational guidance and an update to Florida’s financial institutions.
OFR created helpful resource lists for businesses and individuals to contact their financial services providers:


Florida Financial Institution Resource List
Top 40 Mortgage Servicers Resource List
Additional Financial Information and Resources List


Find more information on OFR’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES


Since March 1, 2020, Floridians have conducted over 1.4 million motor vehicle and credential transactions virtually through the department’s
online services webpage: com. FLHSMV encourages Floridians who can, to complete their driver license or motor vehicle transactions online,
rather than in person at a driver license office.
The Florida Highway Patrol is assisting with the implementation and enforcement of Executive Order 20-86 at the direction of Governor
DeSantis.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, FLHSMV Executive Director Rhodes has waived commercial truck hours of
service regulations and other related regulations so that emergency supplies, equipment, commodities and resources can be moved more
quickly and efficiently throughout the state.
Find more information on FLHSMV’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF INSURANCE REGULATION


As part of its ongoing effort to keep policyholders informed, the Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) published a list of resources to connect
Florida policyholders with assistance being offered by insurers in response to COVID-19.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-06M providing guidance on the use of technology to help combat the spread of COVID-19,
including encouraging insurers to broaden access to care for telehealth services, and requesting Pharmacy Benefit Managers to transition to an
electronic audit process in order to avoid unnecessary risk and maintain social distancing.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-05M reminding insurers of applicable statutes regarding workers’ compensation insurance.
Workers’ compensation insurers are expected to comply with all of the provisions of Florida’s Workers’ Compensation Law.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-03M directing all insurers and other entities regulated by OIR to review and update their
business continuity and/or continuity of operations plans. Companies are directed to immediately contact OIR if their continuity plans are
activated and/or if business operations become compromised so it can work with insurers to avoid any disruption in consumer services.
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OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-04M providing general guidance on the treatment of policyholders as part of the state’s
ongoing efforts to protect Floridians.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-02M as a reminder to all health insurers, health maintenance organizations, and other health
entities to allow for early prescription refills.
Find more information on OIR’s COVID-19 response here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE


The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) has instituted additional screening measures for essential personnel and vendors within juvenile
facilities.
Find more information on DJJ’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) is coordinating with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs
Association to test law enforcement exposed to mass gatherings for COVID-19.
FDLE is working with DBPR on the process for enforcing the 50% seating capacity limit for the re-opening of bars and entertainment
businesses, as well as establishing DBPR points of contacts for fielding complaints about violations.
FDLE continues to provide support to FHP at the I-95 checkpoint.
FDLE is disseminating information on the hiring of former first responders to assist Florida Division of Emergency Management field operations.
FDLE is working with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association on traffic assistance at testing/collection sites
statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association to monitor law enforcement staffing
impacts and staffing needs due to COVID-19.
FDLE and FHP continue to facilitate the escort of testing collection kits statewide.
FDLE continues to work with ESF-16 partners on airport screening missions.
Find more information on FDLE’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA LOTTERY


Effective March 23, Florida Lottery Headquarters and district offices are closed to the public until further notice.  
Find more information on the Florida Lottery’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES


The Department of Management Services (DMS) launched a dedicated telework page with resources and tutorials for employees and
employers operating in a remote work environment.
At the Governor’s direction, DMS Secretary Jonathan Satter issued an emergency order to ensure federal benefits granted through The
Families First Coronavirus Response Act are available to employees.
As directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to expand covered
telehealth benefits at no additional employee cost.
Also directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to cover immunizations at
participating in-network retail pharmacies at no cost to the member during this public health emergency.
Find more information on DMS’ COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS


Approximately 2,215 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 361,608 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FLNG continues to support the state's COVID-19 response through augmentation to airport screening measures, statewide logistics support,
coordination, planning and operational mission sets.
Find more information on DMA’s response to COVID-19 here.


AGENCY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES


The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) has received 8 pallets of cloth masks from the State Emergency Operations Center. A pallet of
22,500 masks was sent to the six APD regional offices and to APD Headquarters. The masks will be distributed to APD employees, group
homes and other providers to protect APD customers.
The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) sent out a Guidance Booklet to Providers and Waiver Support Coordinators recently to outline
waiver changes and flexibilities as a result of COVID-19. It also included information on infection control measures and recommended actions
when faced with various scenarios.
APD issued Emergency Order 20-03, which temporarily suspends face to face visits to administer the Questionnaire for Situational Information
to determine the level of need of APD customers.
Find more information on APD’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE


The Department of Revenue (DOR) has issued an emergency order extending certain corporate income tax (CIT) due dates. For corporations
with a fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2019, the due date for Florida CIT payments is extended to June 1, 2020. For corporations with fiscal years
ending Dec. 31, 2019, Jan. 31, 2020, or Feb. 29, 2020, the due date for Florida CIT returns is extended to August 3, 2020. The due dates for
Florida CIT payments for corporations with fiscal years ending Jan. 31 or Feb. 29, 2020, remain June 1, 2020 and July 1, 2020, respectively.
DOR has created a dedicated webpage for child support customers who have questions about the child support offset for Economic Impact
Payments under the CARES Act. Under federal law, these payments are subject to federal offset for persons who owe past-due support.
DOR has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for tax-related questions and information.
The department also has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for child support customers and alternative options for handling many child support
case activities without visiting an office.
Find more information on DOR’s response to COVID-19 here.


CAREERSOURCE FLORIDA


The CareerSource Florida network is offering in-person appointments to assist job seekers and businesses with employment needs, especially
those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, with the exception of career centers in Miami-Dade and Monroe counties.


CareerSource South Florida is offering services virtually and over the phone, with plans to provide in-person appointments as soon as
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possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety protocol training to protect customers and
employees.


The CareerSource Florida network has continued to provide employment and business services virtually, via telephone, by email and by
appointment in some locations throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since March 1, CareerSource Florida has assisted the following individuals:


More than 339,000 job seekers served
More than 15,150 job seekers placed in employment
More than 1,465 job seekers enrolled in training
More than 19,600 businesses served
More than 59,730 new jobs posted


The state workforce board and all 24 local workforce development boards are assisting with CONNECT PIN resets and processing
Reemployment Assistance applications.
CareerSource Florida has launched an integrated public and business outreach campaign, Help is Here, a comprehensive resource for
employment and business services.
For a list of Florida’s local workforce development boards and their contact information, please click here.


STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF FLORIDA


The State University System has directed all 12 state universities to develop alternate plans for summer commencement ceremonies, which
include any rescheduled spring commencement plans that may have been postponed to summer.
The State University System Task Force has issued guidelines for reopening university campuses in the fall. Universities will present their
individual plans based on these guidelines to the Board of Governors on June 23, 2020.
Find more information on SUS’ response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-97, delaying elections in Pasco County at the request of Pasco County Supervisor of
Elections Brian Corley.
Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee announced the issuance of an emergency order and emergency rules to extend annual report filing deadlines
for business entities, as well as outline changes to the candidate petition and candidate qualifying processes.
Find more information on the Florida Department of State’s Response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


In accordance with Phase 2 of Governor Ron DeSantis’ Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery, the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) deactivated the checkpoint for screening travelers seeking to enter Florida on I-10 at the Florida/Alabama state line.
Upon deactivation, nearly 28,000 traveler forms had been collected at the I-10 checkpoint.
FDOT continues to lead the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86 at the I-95 checkpoint. To
date, more than 34,300 traveler forms have been collected at the I-95 checkpoint.
Governor DeSantis and FDOT Secretary Thibault announced the opening of five new Interstate 4 (I-4)/State Road (S.R.) 408 flyover ramps.
This work was completed more than three months ahead of schedule and increases safety and mobility in the heart of Florida.
Due to continued lower traffic volumes as a result of COVID-19, FDOT expedited more than 40 additional critical transportation projects by at
least 650 total contract days, while also providing essential jobs to Floridians. Find more information about FDOT’s accelerated projects here.
FDOT Secretary Thibault and staff joined the Florida Trucking Association and the Florida Highway Patrol to hand out 500 meals to Florida’s
truck drivers.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 84,800 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
FDOT continues to coordinate with seaports across the state to monitor port activity.
Find more information on FDOT’s response to COVID-19 here.  


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has resumed committal services in Florida’s VA National Cemeteries. To make burial
arrangements, contact the National Cemetery Scheduling Office at (800) 535-1117.
The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA) has restricted visitor access to its state veterans’ homes until further notice, with the
exception of essential visitors. In addition, admissions in our network of state veterans’ homes are temporarily suspended.
Veterans who are concerned they may have symptoms of COVID-19, flu or cold should call the VISN 8 Clinical Contact Center toll free at (877)
741-3400 before coming to a VA facility. Clinicians are available to provide 24/7 virtual care and support, including nurse advice and triage.
To contact a teleworking FDVA Veterans’ Claims Examiner, call (727) 319-7440 or email VSO@fdva.state.fl.us.
Find more information on FDVA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION


The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) continues to be in close communication with the Governor’s Office, the Florida
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the most recent COVID-19 status and guidance.
Find more information on FWC’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION


The Florida Housing Finance Corporation (Florida Housing) issued an Emergency Rule to property owners and managers to suspend rent
increases during this public health emergency on properties funded by Florida Housing. Those who choose to implement rent increases that
impact residents during this global pandemic could result in consequences for future funding opportunities with Florida Housing.
As Florida Housing continues to be committed to the health and well-being of all Floridians, we have compiled a list of resources with relevant
information for homeowners, residents, developers, apartment owners, management companies, participating lenders, Realtors and SHIP
administrators regarding COVID-19.
Find more information on Florida Housing’s response to COVID-19 here.


VISIT FLORIDA


VISIT FLORIDA’s four welcome centers are closed until further notice. VISIT FLORIDA welcome center staff members have been trained to
provide customer service support for the Department of Economic Opportunity and are assisting with the influx of inquiries and calls from
impacted businesses and workers throughout the state.
Find more information on VISIT FLORIDA’s response to COVID-19 here.
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VOLUNTEER FLORIDA


Volunteer Florida announced the availability of $300,000 in AmeriCorps Planning Grants to support organizations interested in implementing an
AmeriCorps program that addresses a critical community need caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Organizations interested in applying for
this planning grant should respond to the notice of funding by Thursday, June 18 at 5 pm (ET).
As the lead agency for volunteerism and service, Volunteer Florida is working to support voluntary organizations across the state and nation by
sharing resources, surveying needs and requesting that continuity of operations plans be created to avoid any service delivery disruption.
Find more information on Volunteer Florida’s response to COVID-19 here. 
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From: DOH COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE
Subject: COVID-19 Daily Media Clips for 6.4.20 (Evening)
Date: Thursday, June 4, 2020 5:14:33 PM


COVID-19 Evening Media Clips
 
 
 


Television
 


1:07
PlayDirect Link
Bay News 9 Your Midday News at Noon
Time Jun 4, 2020 12:15 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 12:15 PM EDT
Category News
Call Sign BAY9 (BAY9)
Market DMA: 12 Tampa, FL
Language English
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1:24
PlayDirect Link
News 13 Your Midday News at 1pm
Time Jun 4, 2020 1:07 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 1:07 PM EDT
Category News
Call Sign CFLN (Spectrum News)
Market DMA: 18 Orlando, FL
Language English
 
 
 


Print
 
Florida governor lifts more restrictions as state reports increasing number of coronavirus cases
this week
Date Collected Jun 4, 2020 12:28 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Click Orlando
Market Orlando, FL
Language English
 
As Florida’s unemployment system continues to frustrate workers laid off due to the coronavirus,
the state is about to enter phase two of Gov. Ron DeSantis’ reopening plan, which includes bars and
entertainment venues.
 
On Thursday, the Florida Department of Health reported 1,419 new cases of the respiratory illness
and 41 new fatalities. The new numbers bringing Florida’s death toll to 2,607 and the numbers of
infections since March to 60,183.
 
This week Florida has reported an uptick in new cases each day. On Monday, Florida DOH reported
more than 600, on Tuesday the number doubled. The new cases also depend on the number of tests
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administered per day but the state doesn’t release private lab testing in its overall total so that
percentage is difficult to determine.
 
DeSantis announced phase two while in Orlando Wednesday; the state has been in phase one since
May 4 but the governor has lifted restrictions that weren’t originally part of the first phase, including
opening salons and barber shops.
 
All Florida counties, except Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach, enter phase two on Friday. Click
here to see what changes.
 
“We started with phase one about a month ago but we only did the 64 counties, excluding the three
large southeast Florida counties and the reason why we did that was those southeast Florida
counties represented I think at that time about 60% of all the cases hospitalizations and fatalities,
they still represent the bulk of those," DeSantis said Wednesday.
 
Testing continues around the state as the Florida continues to reopen. Many sites are offering free
COVID-19 tests, including at select Publix and Home Depot locations.
 
 
 
SeaWorld Orlando, Aquatica, Discovery Cove to reopen on June 11th
Date Collected Jun 4, 2020 12:22 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Fox 35 Orlando
Market Lake Mary, FL
Language English
 
SeaWorld Orlando, Aquatica, and Discovery Cove have announced that they will reopen on
Thursday, June 11th.
 
SeaWorld Entertainment Inc.'s plan to reopen their parks in phases received approval from Governor
Ron DeSantis last Friday. SeaWorld Orlando, Aquatica Orlando, and Discovery Cove will all reopen on
June 11th with enhanced health and safety protocols. They also will use an online reservation system
to help manage capacity.
 
"We thank Governor DeSantis, Orange County Mayor Demings, Orlando Mayor Dyer, and the
members of the Orange County Economic Recovery Task Force for their support of tourism in
Central Florida as we prepare to reopen our Orlando parks to the public on June 11,” said Marc
Swanson, interim CEO of SeaWorld Entertainment, Inc. “Over the past two months, we have worked
with state and local health officials, third party medical and epidemiology experts, and attraction
industry leaders to enhance our strict health, safety, and cleanliness standards. We are committed
to the health and safety of our guests, employees, and animals in our care, and will continue to
follow the guidance of health officials as conditions evolve.”
 
“We couldn’t be more excited to reopen our three Orlando parks," said Kyle Miller, president of
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SeaWorld Orlando, Aquatica, Discovery Cove. “We know our guests are anxious to return, and we’re
working hard to provide a safe environment so they can enjoy many more memorable experiences
with us and their friends and family.”
 
Each park will have its own safety guidelines, which include cleaning and sanitizing, physical
distancing, face-covering requirements, and temperature screening.
 
 
 
As coronavirus surge continues, county weighs reopening further
Date Collected Jun 4, 2020 12:05 PM EDT
Category Local
Source The Palm Beach Post
Author Jane Musgrave
Market West Palm Beach, FL
Language English
 
As COVID-19 cases surge, at least two Palm Beach County commissioners believe the county is ready
to join the rest of the state and allow long-shuttered bars, movie theaters and other businesses to
reopen.
 
Commissioner Mack Bernard said he has asked County Administrator Verdenia Baker to schedule a
special meeting for Friday so commissioners can discuss whether to ask Gov. Ron DeSantis to allow
the county to further ease coronavirus restrictions.
 
Commissioner Hal Valeche said he, too, is interested in having such a discussion.
 
“I think we’re ready for Phase 2,” he said.
 
When DeSantis on Wednesday agreed 64 counties could move into the next phase of economic
recovery, he excluded Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-Dade counties. South Florida leads the state
in the number of coronavirus cases and deaths but its share statewide has been slipping since the
first round of restrictions were lifted throughout Florida three weeks ago.
 
However, DeSantis said, leaders in the three counties could ask to be included in Phase 2.
 
The new rules, that begin Friday in the rest of the state, allow bars, movie theaters concert houses,
auditoriums, playhouses, bowling alleys, and arcades to operate at 50 percent capacity. Tattoo,
massage and tanning parlors are allowed to reopen if they follow safety guidelines to stop the
spread of the deadly virus, according to the governor’s order.
 
With unemployment claims mounting and tens of thousands of people out of work, Bernard said the
commission has act.
 
“The pain so many of our businesses are feeling and so many of our unemployed residents, this is
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something we need to address,” Bernard said.
 
While he noted that a record-high 258 confirmed cases were reported on Wednesday, he said Dr
Alina Alonso, director of the county health department, attributed 140 of them to a data dump from
one lab.
 
 
However, the county saw another surge on Thursday, when it added 211 new cases, marking the
fifth time in the past seven days that the total number of new cases exceeded 100. The county
averaged 98 new cases a day in May.
 
That brings the county’s total number of cases to 6,688, according to the daily update from the
Florida Department of Health.
 
Statewide, an additional 1,419 people were diagnosed with COVID-19, the most since April 4,
pushing the total number to 60,183.
 
Three of the past seven days have seen statewide increases of more than 1,200 cases, a level
reached only one other time throughout May, when the state averaged 725 new cases a day.
 
Four more county residents succumbed to the virus, bringing the county’s death toll to 376.
Statewide, an additional 41 deaths were reported. That means 2,691 people have died since the
pandemic began sweeping the state in March.
 
Bernard said the growth in cases is concerning. “But we have an economic crisis we have to
address,” he said.
 
“We should be making the decision to go into Phase 2 but we should take precautions,” Bernard
said. Perhaps, he said, the commission could keep some restrictions in place while allowing other
closed businesses to reopen.
 
Commissioner Melissa McKinlay urged caution. Recent racial injustice protests over the Memorial
Day killing of George Floyd by a Minnesota police officer could cause cases to spike, she said.
 
Further, she said, the disease is still ravaging parts of the county, including the Glades and the Lake
Worth Beach area. The state reported Wednesday that an inmate died of complications from COVID-
19 at South Bay Correctional Facility, the first reported death there.
 
The death underscores the threat the disease poses in the poverty-wracked farming community
where the prison is one of the largest employers. A state-high 56 corrections officers at South Bay
have tested positive for the virus and 169 inmates are infected, according to the Florida Department
of Corrections.
 
The outbreak at the prison coupled with the high number of cases reported among migrant farm
workers in the Glades area needs to be addressed, McKinlay said.







 
“We have a few hot spots we need to settle down first, our numbers are still bouncing around for
one reason or another,” she said. “I want to get back to our (new) normal just as much as the public,
but the governor doesn’t think we’re quite ready for it yet and I concur.”
 
County Mayor Dave Kerner said simply, “no decision (has been made) at this time” when asked
Wednesday. Commissioner Gregg Weiss, who has been most cautious about reopening, said he
wanted to make sure the county is meeting the state’s benchmarks. Other commissioners weren’t
immediately available for comment.
 
Alonso on Tuesday told commissioners that the county wasn’t meeting the threshold for further
relaxation of coronavirus restrictions because cases continue to mount.
 
While she said the county has plenty of hospital beds available, she voiced concern about the
growing number of cases. Further, she said, some restaurants are flaunting restrictions by not
reducing the number of customers by 50 percent and not keeping tables at least six feet apart.
 
 
 
Florida Dept. of Health provides details on Governor’s Phase 2 reopening, and latest COVID-19
update
Date Collected Jun 4, 2020 11:41 AM EDT
Category Local
Source The Apopka Voice
Author Reggie Connell
Market Apopka, FL
Language English
 
The current COVID-19 stats for Florida are as follows, from the DOH dashboard, as of June 3:
 
60,183 – Total positive COVID-19 cases
 
58,701 – residents tested positive
 
1,482 – non-residents tested positive
 
2,607 – deaths
 
8 – positive residents, out-of-state
 
At the press conference yesterday at Universal Studios, Governor DeSantis announced Executive
Order 20-139, which brings Florida, with the exception of Broward, Miami-Dade and Palm Beach
counties, into Phase 2 of the Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery effective Friday,
June 5.
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With appropriate social distancing and sanitization protocols, the Phase 2 reopening order provides
the following:
 
Restaurants may allow bar-top seating with appropriate social distancing,
 
Bars and pubs may operate at 50 percent capacity inside and full capacity outside with appropriate
social distancing. Patrons may only receive service if seated,
 
Retail establishments may operate at full capacity with responsible social distancing and sanitization
protocols,
 
Gyms may operate at full capacity with appropriate social distancing and frequent sanitization,
 
Entertainment businesses, including but not limited to movie theaters, concert houses, auditoriums,
playhouses, bowling alleys and arcades, may operate at 50 percent capacity with appropriate social
distancing and sanitization protocols,
 
Pari-mutuel facilities may submit a request to open to the Florida Department of Business and
Professional Regulation. The request must include an endorsement from their county mayor or
county administrator if there is no mayor,
 
Personal services businesses, including but not limited to tattoo parlors, acupuncture
establishments, tanning salons and massage establishments may operate while adhering to guidance
from the Florida Department of Health.
 
Additional actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:
The Florida Division of Emergency Management announced that an additional three COVID-19
testing sites across the state have been created through a partnership between Publix, FDEM and
Quest Diagnostics. These sites will open on Thursday, June 4, 2020. Locations are available here.
Five state-supported drive-thru testing sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval
counties are now offering free antibody testing to anyone over the age of 18. Previously, antibody
testing at these sites was only available to first responders. The sites with antibody tests are:
FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches, antibody testing is by appointment only and the site can
accept up to 40 appointments per day
 
To schedule an appointment, call: 561-642-1000
Hard Rock Stadium, can test up to 125 individuals per day
Miami Beach Convention Center, can test up to 80 individuals per day
Orange County Convention Center, can test up to 125 individuals per day
TIAA Bank Field Lot J, can test up to 125 individuals per day
Approximately 2,103 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response
to COVID-19.
 
 
 







Aggressive COVID-19 testing slated for Bay County in June
Date Collected Jun 4, 2020 11:31 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Panama City News Herald
Author Nathan Cobb
Market Panama City, FL
Language English
 
The Florida Department of Health in Bay County hopes to test about 4,000 more people for COVID-
19 in June.
 
According to Heather Kretzer, spokeswoman for the department, this plan is an extension of a
statewide testing effort dubbed May 2 May, which ran from May 4-31 and aimed test at least 2% of
every county’s population.
 
Throughout May, more than 2,300 COVID-19 tests were processed in Bay County, she added.
 
“If people want to be tested and need to be tested, there are definitely places where they can do
that,” Kretzer said. “We just want to make sure that through these extra efforts ... we’re increasing
the access for people.”
 
To accommodate more tests, the local DOH plans to host four days of drive-through testing in June.
Four were previously offered in May, with the most successful testing more than 300 people. The
drive-through sites will be available for any interested adult.
 
“We don’t really have a set number (of tests) that we’re prepared to do,” Kretzer said. “We expect
to be able to do (tests for) however many people come through.”
 
As of Wednesday, there were 105 confirmed COVID-19 cases in Bay County. At the beginning of
May, there were about 70.
 
Kretzer added that only about 3% of tests done in Bay County come back positive for the
coronavirus.
 
“We aren’t really seeing a spike (but) we have had some cases,” Kretzer said. “Some of our cases
have come in contact with other cases too, so you really kind of have to look at the whole, full
picture.”
 
Two of the four drive through testing sites for June are already in the books. They’re slated from
June 8 at the department’s main building from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. and June 16 at the parking lot near
Seahaven Beach Resort from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
 
 
Miami-Dade set to open gyms, summer camps and short-term rentals
Date Collected Jun 4, 2020 10:35 AM EDT
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Author Ryan Nicol
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
Miami-Dade County will continue its phased reopening Monday, with dance studios, gyms, short-
term vacation rentals and summer camps all back in business.
 
Limitations on those venues still remain. For instance, short-term rentals will be capped at 10 people
maximum. In public venues, social distancing limitations will still be in place.
 
Miami-Dade remains behind the rest of the state in terms of reopening. Gov. Ron DeSantis
announced Wednesday that Florida would move into Phase Two of the state’s reopening plan on
Friday, June 5, with bars, casinos and movie theaters rebooting with limited capacity.
 
Phase Two is delayed in Miami-Dade because the county has led the state in confirmed coronavirus
cases. So far, the Governor has taken a delayed approach in allowing the area to move along with
the state’s reopening plan.
 
The opening of dance studios, gyms and summer camps is still a significant move for the region.
Though Floridians have been permitted to exercise outside for the duration of the COVID-19
outbreak, many have clamored for their local gym to reopen.
 
 
Summer camp closures have complicated the ability to return to some semblance of normalcy. With
children unable to attend camps, many parents must continue caring for their children, thus
inhibiting their ability to return to the workforce.
 
It’s the return of short-term rentals that may be the biggest boon for Miami-Dade County, however.
 
The region is heavily reliant on tourism and vacationing. County officials shut down hotels in March,
grinding that industry to a halt.
 
It’s unlikely things will approach normal any time soon, with many throughout the country still
remaining cautious of travel amid the threat of the virus. Still, allowing rentals to reopen will be a
welcome first step to many businesses in the region.
 
Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Giménez said beaches would remain closed. The county had planned to
reopen beaches on Monday, June 1. However, after a curfew was implemented in response to some
unruly protests, Giménez said beaches would not reopen until the curfew was lifted.
 
 
 
Reopening Miami-Dade: Gyms, Fitness Studios, Summer Camps Can Reopen June 8
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Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Gimenez announced gyms, fitness studios, and summer camps can open
on June 8 with restrictions in place to maintain social distancing.
 
“This wasn’t an easy one,” Mayor Gimenez said on a video conference call with reporters on
Thursday. “There is a lot of heavy breathing and sweating going on and particles in the air from many
of those strenuous exercises, so we had to be very careful.”
 
 
Gyms in Miami-Dade County have been closed since March due to the coronavirus pandemic.
 
Broward County gyms opened on May 26 at 50 percent capacity. In Broward County, face coverings
at gyms are not required when working out or cooling down, but temperature checks and social
distancing must still be followed.
 
Short-term rentals and vacation homes will also be allowed to operate at limited capacity in Miami-
Dade County beginning June 8.
 
Miami-Dade County remains under a curfew from midnight until 6 a.m.
 
Beaches will remain closed in Miami-Dade County until the curfew is lifted, but Mayor Gimenez on
Thursday did not give any indication on when that would happen.
 
“We’ll have to look at events around the country and also what’s happening today,” Mayor Gimenez
said.
 
Both Miami-Dade and Broward Counties implemented curfews after some protests in South Florida
turned violent over the weekend. Broward County lifted its curfew on Wednesday.
 
On Thursday’s video call, Miami-Dade Police Director Alfredo Ramirez III said he supported lifting the
curfew in Miami-Dade, but Mayor Gimenez opted to keep it until further notice.
 
On Wednesday, Governor Ron Desantis announced Phase 2 re-openings across the state, but
excluding Miami-Dade and Broward Counties. “We expect more and more of Miami-Dade County to
open up soon,” Mayor Gimenez said.
 
When gyms and summer camps open on Monday, cities within Miami-Dade County can implement
stricter guidelines.
 
CBS4 reached out to cities within the county for their responses.



https://miami.cbslocal.com/





 
The City of Miami said they will allow private summer camps to open on June 8th. Also, allowed to
open on that day are private and public gyms.
 
Virginia Key Beach park will reopen on June 8th. The city’s summer camps will open on June 15th.
 
The City of Miami Beach told CBS4 they’re learning toward opening gyms and summer camps on
June 8, but there is no official answer until the city issues an order which will likely be released
Friday.
 
Hialeah’s mayor said he’s waiting to take a look at the county’s order and will then make a decision.
 
A spokesperson for the City of Miami Gardens said, “The City continues to monitor coronavirus
infection rates as we continue to slowly reopen. No dates for gyms and summer camps can be
determined at this time.”
 
 
 
Florida's reopening met with record daily coronavirus cases
Date Collected Jun 4, 2020 4:09 PM EDT
Category Trade
Source Politico
Author MATT DIXON
Market United States
Language English
 
Florida has reported a three-day run of increased coronavirus cases as it reopens its economy and
jockeys to host the Republican National Convention.
 
On Thursday, the Florida Department of Health reported 1,419 new coronavirus cases, the biggest
single-day increase in cases since the state began reporting daily figures in March and a 2 percent
increase in total cases, bringing the state's total to 60,183.
 
The previous highest reporting day was April 17, when the state reported 1,413 new cases, a 6
percent increase at the time.
 
On Wednesday, the department reported 1,317 additional cases, which had been the biggest one-
day increase since the April 17 previous high.
 
More than 1,000 infections have been reported daily since Tuesday. Prior to that, reported
infections last exceeded 1,000 on May 28 and, before that, May 20, according to the Florida
Department of Health.
 
“The cases today represent what occurred about two weeks ago,” Jill Roberts, of the University of
South Florida College of Public Health, told POLITICO. “Memorial Day weekends is likely to blame for
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the increase in cases, both due to relaxation of social distancing measures and the holiday resulting
in more people moving about.”
 
The increase in daily reported cases are not connected to protests across the state sparked by the
death of George Floyd, a black man who died after a white Minneapolis police officer held his knee
on Floyd’s throat.
 
“These infections occurred weeks ago, they are not the result of current protests as some have
suggested,” Roberts said. “The role of the current protests has yet to be determined as cases would
not occur for another week or so.”
 
Helen Aguirre Ferré, communications director for Gov. Ron DeSantis, said the daily count of new
infections should be taken in the context of other data. She highlighted that the 1,317 new cases
posted June 3 represented a 3.5 percent positive rate, down from the 4.5 percent positive rate
recorded June 2.
 
“Increased testing will show increased confirmed cases of COVID,” Ferré said in a written statement.
 
Testing in Florida has increased in recent weeks as the state boosts its number of sites and testing
availability. Over the past two weeks, there have been an average of roughly 26,000 tests
administered daily, with a high of 55,493 given on May 20.
 
Thursday's case total comes a day after DeSantis announced phase two of the state reopening for all
counties except Miami-Dade, Palm Beach and Broward, which account for 55 percent of total
statewide cases.
 
Retail stores now are allowed to operate at full capacity, while movie theaters, bowling alleys,
restaurants and bars can operate at 50 percent capacity.
 
Roberts, the USF public health expert, said the more important metrics to watch are deaths and
hospitalizations. In Florida, hospital beds and ventilators have never been at full capacity, a point
DeSantis has emphasized.
 
DeSantis on Wednesday noted that the 64 counties that entered phase one of the reopening have
experienced a 70 percent decrease in the use of ventilators by people who test positive. Statewide,
there has been a 50 percent drop in the number of intensive care unit hospitalizations.
 
DeSantis is pushing to woo the Republican National Convention from North Carolina, an event that
would bring thousands of party loyalists to the state and would likely be its first mass gathering since
the pandemic began.
 
“The shape of the epidemic is just simply going to be different. Hopefully, it’s a lot better, but I think
we’ll be able to make those decisions about what precautions need to be taken as you get closer,”
DeSantis said Thursday on Fox & Friends.
 







 
 
Phase 2 of DeSantis’ plan to reopen Florida: What it means
Date Collected Jun 4, 2020 4:20 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Naples Daily News
Author Jennifer Sangalang and John Kennedy, USA TODAY NETWORK-Florida 
Market Naples, FL
Language English
 
Coming soon to Florida? Phase 2.
 
On Wednesday, Gov. Ron DeSantis announced the second part of his Safe. Smart. Step-by-step plan
to reopen the state. DeSantis said 64 Florida counties can reopen bars and movie theaters while
retail stores can go to full capacity.
 
The change takes effect Friday, June 5.
 
Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach counties, where coronavirus has been most prevalent, are
excluded (for now), but DeSantis said leaders there can submit reopening plans for further review.
 
“We have an opportunity to move forward in a safe, smart, step-by-step approach,” DeSantis said,
adding the state was ready to “inch into Phase 2.”
 
DeSantis’ announcement came the same day the state Health Department reported 1,317 new cases
of coronavirus, the largest single-day surge in six weeks.
 
The Florida Department of Health reported Thursday 1,419 new confirmed cases of COVID-19,
increasing the state's total to 60,183. The state also verified 41 new deaths Thursday, bringing the
state's total to 2,607 and 10,652 hospitalizations. Data show 1,107,952 people have been tested
since the pandemic began.
 
To compare, when DeSantis announced Florida was ready for Phase 1 on April 29, the health
department had reported 347 confirmed cases of COVID-19 and 47 deaths that day, with the state
total then at 33,193 cases and 1,218 deaths. Data show there were 5,419 hospitalizations reported
and 375,300 people tested as of April 29.
 
DeSantis' Phase 2 plan to reopen Florida begins June 5. Here's what it means.
 
No. Sixty-four of Florida's 67 counties will move on to Phase 2. The exceptions are Miami-Dade,
Broward and Palm Beach counties.
 
According to DeSantis:
 
• Bars will be limited to 50% capacity indoors, with everyone seated, although outside seating will be
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unlimited.
 
• Movie theaters, bowling alleys, and concert venues may open
 
at 50% capacity inside.
 
• Gyms and retail businesses (stores) may operate at full capacity.
 
• Restaurants may allow bar-top seating so long as customers follow
 
social distancing.
 
• Personal service businesses, tattoo studios, places that practice acupuncture, tanning salons,
massage establishments may operate. These businesses, however, must follow guidelines issued by
the state health department.
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RNC Call Sheet 1 Washington Post 6.12.20.docx
RNC Call Sheet 2 Florida State Capitol 6.12.20.docx
RNC Call Sheet 3 WJXT Joe 6.12.20.docx
RNC Call Sheet 4 Morning Show 6.12.20.docx
RNC Call Sheet 5 WJXT Kelly 6.12.20.docx


Good Afternoon,
 
Please see the attached call sheets in regard to the RNC being held in Jacksonville (and COVID-19).
Please note: questions for call sheet 4 are pending. The reporter said she will provide those on
Monday.
 
Thank you.
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Can you tell me if county health officials were consulted as Mayor Curry and the RNC determined that putting the convention JAX was a good idea? 


The Florida Department of Health in Duval County is actively engaged as a part of the Unified Command.  We will support the city of Jacksonville from a public health perspective as the city prepares to host the event.


If so, what guidance did local health officials provide on how to have a safe event amid a pandemic? 


The Department will work with local officials, our central office in Tallahassee and the CDC to provide guidance.  Details of the plan are underway and will be shared with the public as the event approaches. 


If not, should health officials have been consulted? And what protections do the county health department believe should be taken?


The Florida Department of Health in Duval County and the City of Jacksonville, including the Office of the Mayor, actively consult about COVID-19 and will continue to do so.


Also, do you have any sense for how many people might be attending the RNC event? In 2016 about 48,000 people came to Cleveland.


The Florida Department of Health in Duval County does not have that information at this time.
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My name is Forrest Saunders— the capitol reporter with EW Scripps, which has five tv stations across the state.


Curious if anyone is available for a quick Zoom/Skype/FaceTime today to discuss the RNC and preps for it. 


Any idea of the kinds of COVID protections that might be used at the convention?


That will depend significantly on what the COVID-19 data will reveal in the upcoming months. COVID-19 safety protocols can change daily, and standards could be different by August. The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will support the city of Jacksonville in its efforts to keep Jacksonville and event attendees safe and healthy by implementing current CDC guidance.


What preparations are you making as we get closer to the event?


We continue to closely monitor state and local data to gain insight into trends and any other epidemiological information that will help us better understand the COVID-19 virus. We will make informed decisions based on data in order to keep the people of Jacksonville and attendees safe.


Anything important for the public to keep in mind?


The Department strongly recommends people practice social distancing, perform rigorous handwashing and wear a mask when social distancing is not feasible.
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We are working on a news story for tonight at 5 p.m. that will help the public understand the COVID-19 statistics they're seeing online and from the health department. 


We're taking a look at the variables in testing rates, confirmed cases and confirmed new positive cases. 


Is anyone from the office available for a brief interview (in-person or via Zoom) to talk about how our viewers should look at the numbers and let them know how they can most accurately glean information on the pandemic's effect/strength? 


I am the WJXT reporter covering the health (and COVID-19) aspect of RNC planning today. 


I heard local GOP chairman Dean Black say that the venues are going to be sanitized and that temperatures will be taken during the events in August. Can you elaborate/expound on that and any other health/safety measures planned as of now? 


That is indeed what is recommended based on current CDC guidance.  Health measures will depend significantly on what the COVID-19 data will reveal during the upcoming months. COVID-19 safety protocols can change daily, and standards could be different by August. The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will support the city of Jacksonville in its efforts to keep people safe and healthy by following CDC guidelines.
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Hope you’re doing well. Any way we can get Dr. Rolle on Monday at 8:15 to talk about COVID spikes and RNC coming to town.  It will be non-political just planning for a big event with people coming from all over the country.There are obviously other ones to discuss happening before the RNC as well.


(Samantha Requested Questions)
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I’m requesting to do a zoom interview (5-10 minutes) today with health experts on the Republican National Convention coming to Jacksonville and health logistics of handling such an event with COVID-19 in mind. 

This is the number one question we are getting from our viewers and I would love to be able to speak with our state health officials about it.


What will the COVID-19 precautions look like for the RNC events? Will masks be required? 6ft social distancing? 


That will depend significantly on what the COVID-19 data will reveal in the upcoming months. COVID-19 safety protocols can change daily, and standards could be different by August. The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will support the city of Jacksonville in its efforts to keep Jacksonville and event attendees safe and healthy by implementing current CDC guidance.


The convention was moved from Charlotte after a disagreement over COVID-19 precautions. Has anything in the way of leniency been promised to the RNC in regards to COVID-19 precautions? 


The Florida Department of Health’s mission is to protect, promote & improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county & community efforts; this will remain the case throughout and well after the pandemic. We will also continue to report and release our local and state COVID-19 data and also continue to recommend that CDC guidelines are followed.


Does the FDOH have any health and safety concerns for a large influx of people coming into the state from out-of-town? 


The health and safety of people is of the utmost importance to the Florida Department of Health.  Any time you have a mass event there are always concerns regarding the health and safety of attendees and the citizens of that city. The Department has been in emergency activation mode due to COVID-19 since March and will continue to do what it can to protect the health of the people throughout the pandemic, as well as provide education.


Is there a concern that there will be a spike in cases as a result? If so, what is being done to keep that from happening?


Mass gatherings may increase the risk of spreading the disease; however, we do not have any data at this time that specifically points to that as a contributing factor to current increases in cases. 


Did the FDOH have to present or submit any kind of documentation detailing a plan to the governor or to the RNC ahead of this event? 


The Florida Department of Health is available to work with the Governor and the Mayor to develop a plan to ensure the health of residents and event attendees.


Have you all been provided specific guidance from the CDC in relation to this event? If so, what was the guidance? 


CDC has general guidance on mass events. 


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/considerations-for-events-gatherings.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Flarge-events%2Fmass-gatherings-ready-for-covid-19.html


What additional resources does the FDOH need/planning on to properly prepare for the RNC? 


We continue to closely monitor local and state data to gain insight into trends and any other epidemiological information that will help us better understand the COVID-19 virus. We will make informed decisions based on data in order to keep the people of Jacksonville and attendees safe.
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot  in Florida politics — 7.24.20 — Burnin’ today: Trump, RNC,


DeSantis, Mayhew, Trumbull, Eppes
Date: Friday, July 24, 2020 4:01:01 AM


President Donald Trump’s hopes to salvage a four-night celebration for
his reelection campaign have been thwarted by spiking coronavirus
cases across the Sun Belt, with the President announcing Thursday
that he was calling off the public events of the Republican National
Convention scheduled to be held in Florida.


Trump had already moved the convention from North Carolina and
dramatically scaled back its programming and attendance in
Jacksonville in an effort to keep it on track. But the nights of
’infomercial” programming and parties appeared to be both a health and
political risk to Trump and his advisers, who feared that going forward
with the event, set to draw more than 10,000 people, would ultimately
backfire on the President.
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Donald Trump nixes the Jax RNC. 'Not the right time.'


Trump’s plans for the Florida convention were scaled back almost as
quickly as the move was announced, as virus cases spiked in Florida
and much of the country over the last month.


Trump said he would deliver an acceptance speech in an alternate
form, potentially online.


Trump said thousands of his supporters and delegates wanted to attend
the events in Florida, but “I just felt it was wrong” to gather them in a
virus hot spot. Some of them would have faced quarantine
requirements when they returned to their home states from the
convention.


“We didn’t want to take any chances,” he added. “We have to be
vigilant. We have to be careful, and we have to set an example.”


___


A new Quinnipiac University poll published Thursday found 79% of
registered Florida voters believe people should be required to wear a
face mask while in public, while only 20% are opposed to mask
requirements.


Meanwhile, only 16% of those polled believe masks or face coverings
are not effective at slowing the spread of COVID-19.


The survey also showed 70% percent of registered Florida voters
believe the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic is “out of control,” while
24% believe it is “under control.” “There is overwhelming support for
requiring face masks among all ages and every other listed
demographic group,” the Quinnipiac poll said.
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Most Floridians are OK with mandatory mask-wearing. Image via AP.


“It’s a different world, and it will be for a little while,” Trump said,
explaining his decision during one of his newly resuscitated White
House briefings on the coronavirus. “To have a big convention is not
the right time.”


A small subset of GOP delegates will still formally renominate Trump on
Aug. 24 in Charlotte, the original host city before Trump moved the
ceremonial portions of the GOP convention to Florida last month amid a
dispute with North Carolina’s Democratic leaders over holding an event
indoors with maskless supporters. That event is scheduled to last just
four hours in the morning.


  


—@RealDonaldTrump: Liz Cheney is only upset because I have
been actively getting our great and beautiful Country out of the
ridiculous and costly Endless Wars. I am also making our so-called
allies pay tens of billions of dollars in delinquent military costs. They
must, at least, treat us fairly!!!


—@LarrySabato: OK realistically, a [Joe] Biden lead of +13% is very
probably not achievable. But even if Biden carries FL by a tiny margin,
the election's over. No practical way for Trump to make up those 29
electoral votes.


—@RepValDemings: Perhaps Mr. [Ted] Yoho was frustrated because
he lacks the courage to stand up to his corrupt and reckless President.
Perhaps he and the President simply share a fear of strong women.
Regardless, the actions speak for themselves.


Situational awareness
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—@NikkiFried: I personally have not heard any teachers say they
were “itching to get back.” What I hear is fear, frustration over a lack of
protective gear and social distancing guidelines, and concerns for their
health and the safety of the students.


—@MDixon55: [Ron] DeSantis is in the Gov’s mansion because of
Trump. President’s support made DeSantis’ underdog run for Governor
work. If President cuts him loose publicly, the MAGA crowd isn’t sticking
with him. There is no real DeSantis base. It’s a Trump base told to vote
for DeSantis


—@JakeTapper: When you call a woman with whom you disagree "a
fucking bitch," as GOP Rep @TedYoho did with @AOC, it's not
"passion" talking. It's misogyny. It's bigotry. Truly disgusting.


—@ScottFist: Every single time @OCFLMayor Jerry Demings gives
a #COVID19 update, takes a moment to express sadness for those
who have died & sympathy for their families. Why is that so hard for
other leaders?


—@NateMonroeTU: lol this fucking town


—@goni_lessan: My nightmares have evolved from zombies and my
brakes going out on the freeway to me going to dinner at a restaurant
without a mask and hugging someone.


Tweet, tweet:
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WNBA starts — 1; PLL starts — 1; TED conference rescheduled — 2;
NBA season restart in Orlando — 7; NHL resumes — 8; Florida
primaries for 2020 state legislative/congressional races — 25; Florida
Bar exams begin online (rescheduled) — 26; Democratic National
Convention in Milwaukee begins — 26; Indy 500 rescheduled — 30;
Republican National Convention begins in Charlotte — 31; NBA draft
lottery — 32; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 35; U.S. Open begins
— 38; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 42; Rescheduled running of
the Kentucky Derby — 43; Rescheduled date for French Open — 58;


Days until
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First presidential debate in Indiana — 67; "Wonder Woman" premieres
— 70; Preakness Stakes rescheduled — 71; First vice presidential
debate at the University of Utah — 74; NBA season ends (last possible
date) — 80; Second presidential debate scheduled at Miami — 83; NBA
draft — 84; Wes Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 84;
NBA free agency — 87; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 90;
2020 General Election — 102; “Black Widow” premieres — 109; NBA
2020-21 training camp — 111; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit —
119; “No Time to Die” premieres — 119; NBA 2020-21 opening night —
130; “Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 152; Super Bowl LV in Tampa
— 198; New start date for 2021 Olympics — 364; “Jungle Cruise”
premieres — 372; “Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres —
469; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 567; “Doctor Strange in
the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 609; “Black Panther 2”
premieres — 651; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel
premieres — 805.


  Corona Florida
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“Florida breaks record with 173 COVID-19 deaths reported on
Thursday, 10,249 new cases” via the Sarasota Herald-Tribune — The
Florida Department of Health announced 10,249 new cases of COVID-
19 in the state on Thursday, bringing the total number of coronavirus
cases in the state to 389,868 since the pandemic began. The number of
reported deaths of Florida residents rose by 173 to 5,518. That is the
largest single-day number of deaths since the pandemic began.
Sarasota County’s numbers rose by 77 cases since Wednesday, for a
total of 4,644. Manatee County had 174 new cases, for a total of 7,252.
One new death was reported in Sarasota County, with total deaths
reaching 110, and three new deaths in Manatee, for 152 in total.


“Gov. DeSantis downplays state reporting daily record 173 COVID-
19 deaths, cites more positive data” via Dave Berman of Florida
Today — DeSantis on Thursday downplayed a report issued the
Department of Health showing a daily record of 173 new COVID-19
deaths in the state. DeSantis said the data encompasses deaths that
occurred on various days but were just being reported by DOH
Thursday. DeSantis said other data indicate positive trends in the battle
against the spread of the coronavirus. He cited, for example, decreases
in the percentage of COVID-19 test results that are positive for the
coronavirus; generally good availability of hospital facilities and
equipment; and decreases in visits to emergency departments. "If you
look at what we're seeing on the ground in places like Brevard County, I
think that we're seeing some positive momentum," DeSantis said.


Ron DeSantis is downplaying the COVID-19 numbers, looking for some positive
trends.


“DeSantis’ budget office sends home staff after COVID scare” via
Mary Ellen Klas of the Miami Herald — Several staff members of the
Governor’s Office of Policy and Budget were sent home after a staff
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member, who had returned to work while sick and coughing, tested
positive for COVID-19. “The employee in question was told not to return
to work until they tested negative for COVID-19,’’ said Meredith
Beatrice, spokesperson for DeSantis. “The employee came to work
anyway, and was immediately sent home.” Beatrice would not say how
many people from the Office of Policy and Budget were sent home, but
she said that it is the governor’s policy that “employees exposed to a
sick co-worker are required to quarantine for 14 days.”


“On MLB Opening Day, DeSantis wants faster testing statewide”
via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — With the arrival of Major
League Baseball’s Opening Day, and with other professional sports
leagues ramping up their seasons, the “testing industrial complex” is
facing heavier scrutiny in Florida. Professional sports leagues, including
the National Basketball Association and Major League Soccer — both
isolated in Florida bubbles — have seen tests returned sometimes in a
matter of hours. Meanwhile, the general public gets returns in days or
even more than a week. When asked during a Thursday news
conference whether there are lessons to be learned from professional
sports leagues, which have enjoyed lower diagnosis rates than the
state and the nation, Gov. DeSantis was open to the possibility but
downplayed the comparisons.


“Florida voters losing faith in DeSantis, new poll finds” via David
Smiley of the Tampa Bay Times — Once one of the most popular
Governors in the country, DeSantis is losing his standing among Florida
voters as the state’s coronavirus outbreak reaches new, alarming
levels. DeSantis, among several Republican governors who pushed in
May to quickly reopen their states from pandemic-driven lockdowns,
has seen his approval rating dip as Florida experiences one of the
worst outbreaks in the country. On Thursday, as DOH reported a state
record 173 COVID-19 deaths, a new poll released by Quinnipiac
University put DeSantis’ favorability rating at a new low, with 41% of
voters approving of his job performance and 52% disapproving. The
numbers reflect a 31-point drop in DeSantis’ approval rating from a poll
the university conducted in late April.


“COVID is leaking into Florida nursing homes as regulators allow
exceptions” via Mary Ellen Klas and Meghan Bobrowsky of the Miami
Herald — More than 6,700 staff and residents at nursing homes and
assisted living facilities have been infected with COVID-19 in the month
of July, a 129% rise that regulators blame on vendors and staff who
unwittingly bring in the virus. But the state also played a role. DeSantis
and Agency for Health Care Administration Secretary Mary Mayhew
say they have tried to keep coronavirus out by putting elder-care homes
on lockdown since March. In June, they announced a plan to test nearly
200,000 staff for evidence of the virus every two weeks. But there are
two problems with the state’s approach: Testing has been too late and
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incomplete; and thousands are allowed to enter facilities without proof
they aren’t infected.


To stop COVID-19 from seeping into nursing homes, Mary Mayhew suggests a
total lockdown. Image via WUSF.


“Inmate COVID-19 toll nears 1,000 at North Florida prison” via Ana
Ceballos of the News Service of Florida — Columbia Correctional
Institution went from 574 cases on Wednesday to 973 on Thursday,
and three inmates at the prison have died from complications of the
disease during the past week, state reports show. In all, about 40
percent of the approximately 2,280 inmates at the facility near Lake City
are known to have been infected with COVID-19. “This is a total
nightmare,” Audrey Jennings Hudgins, the mother of an inmate at
Columbia, told The News Service of Florida. The skyrocketing number
of cases has left Hudgins and other family members worried about the
safety and well-being of inmates and workers at the prison.


“Samantha Diaz, Florida health care worker, dies at 29” via
Katharine Seelye of The New York Times — Diaz was planning to
become a registered nurse. But in late June, her test for the coronavirus
came back positive. She was hospitalized. But because she was
otherwise healthy, she was expected to survive. Then the virus took
over. She died on July 10 at a hospital in Palm Beach near where she
worked, her mother, Anadelia Diaz, said. She was nine days shy of 30.
Before she died, two of her three children — Anaya, who is 16 months
old, and Adrian, who is 2 ½ and has autism — also contracted the
virus.


  


“As Florida parents grapple with school choices amid the
coronavirus, so are Florida lawmakers” via Katie LaGrone of WFTS
Tampa Bay — Florida politicians are going on the record about their


Back to school?
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own school plans amid the ongoing pandemic. DeSantis recently said
he would send his children back to school before adding that his three
children aren’t old enough to actually go to school yet. But U.S. Sen.
Marco Rubio’s children are. When he was recently asked if he’s
planning to send his kids back to a school campus in Miami, his
response was “the answer to that question is, yes." Go down the list of
Florida lawmakers, and you’ll start to notice what their plans are with
their kids once school starts. They appear to follow their politics. “We
think there’s a lot of reasons kids go to school beyond the education
factor,” said Sen. Jeff Brandes.


“Central Florida schools push learning option that lets them keep
student funding” via Lisa Maria Garza — Central Florida public school
districts are giving parents choices on how their children learn this fall,
and many schools are pushing programs that would keep students in
their home district. The reason? Money. Public schools receive full
funding for students who take classes on campus or through their own
online learning model, but lose out on funds for kids enrolled in the
Florida Virtual School — which could mean teacher layoffs. Principals in
Orange County have sent messages to parents through phone calls
and social media posts expressing funding concerns and “highly
recommending” the district’s new virtual program, OCPS
LaunchED@Home, over the other virtual school option.


—“School board voted to mandate masks, delay first day of
schooling” via Buster Thompson of the Citrus County Chronicle


—“Duval School Board approves back-to-school plan, including
delayed start and hybrid learning options” via Emily Bloch of the
Florida Times-Union


—“Office for Catholic Schools delay start date in Escambia
County” via WEAR-TV


—“Leon Superintendent Rocky Hanna: Schools should delay start
again to Aug. 24” via CD Davidson-Hiers of the Tallahassee Democrat


—“Santa Rosa County School Board approves remote learning
option for students” via Kevin Robinson of the Pensacola News
Journal


“Manatee students need the internet to access online learning. The
solution is costly” via Giuseppe Sabella of the Bradenton Herald —
Manatee has about 500 Wi-Fi hot spots that would bring internet to
families’ houses, but the anticipated need is much greater. “Just for
argument’s sake, let’s say 10 percent of our student population does
not have internet access, which is not a stretch by any imagination,” the
district’s chief technology officer, Scott Hansen, said. As of Tuesday,
he estimated that 4,000 students — at a minimum — lacked internet
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access at home. For between $1.3 million to $1.4 million, the district
could likely order 4,000 hot spots and the service plans for each,
Hansen said.


“Florida Watch launches video attacking Donald Trump, DeSantis
push to reopen schools” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — A
progressive group released a video Thursday attacking DeSantis for
“parroting” Trump on how he is handling the COVID-19 pandemic. The
Florida Watch video centers on the Governor’s decision to reopen
schools in August despite the high number of COVID-19 cases in the
Sunshine State. “As the coronavirus rages across Florida, Gov. Ron
DeSantis is parroting Donald Trump’s calls for students and teachers to
return to school without proper funding or safety measures,” the video
begins. “Floridians were stunned and confused when the DeSantis
administration ordered our schools to reopen for in-person classes
despite Florida being a worldwide hotspot for COVID-19.” The video
alleges DeSantis is sending students and staff into schools without
proper funding or safety measures.


To watch the video, click on the image below:
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“Mike Pence to promote ‘incredible progress’ on a coronavirus
vaccine at University of Miami” via David Smiley of the Miami Herald
— Pence is headed to Miami Monday to promote the Trump
administration’s progress on efforts to bring a coronavirus vaccine to
market. Pence’s office announced Thursday that he is scheduled to visit
the University of Miami next week “to mark the beginning of Phase III
trials for a coronavirus vaccine.” UM announced this month that it was
looking for volunteers to participate in a study led by the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases COVID-19 Prevention
Network in which 1,000 people will be injected with a potential vaccine
by Moderna. During his visit, Pence will participate in a roundtable with
university leaders and researchers “on the incredible progress of a
coronavirus vaccine.”


Corona local
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Mike Pence is heading to Miami this week.


“Hospitals call for stricter enforcement of COVID-19 restrictions”
via Karina Elwood of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Some health
care professionals say hospitals will reach a crisis point if the
government doesn’t crack down more on people who go without masks
or gather in big groups. Aurelio Fernandez, president and CEO of
Memorial Healthcare System, urged Broward County commissioners on
Thursday to take steps that will alleviate crowding in hospitals. “I cannot
overemphasize the need to follow the masking and social distancing
guidelines,” Fernandez said. “We cannot handle much more.” As of
Thursday morning, 16.72% of hospital beds and 9.52% of ICU beds in
Broward County were available. Memorial Regional Hospital has
18.54% capacity but only 15.07% of ICU beds. Broward Health Medical
Center has 4.29% available capacity and 8.7% of ICU beds available.


“No one is safe from Miami-Dade’s new $100 no-mask fine. Not
even people wearing masks” via Haley Lerner of the Miami Herald —
The first batch of face mask fines have been doled out in Miami-Dade,
with the $100 citations issued everywhere from grocery stores to
barbershops and country clubs. One Wawa gas station in Kendall was
a particular hot spot for either scofflaws or enthusiastic enforcement,
with eight citations over two days, according to Miami-Dade Police
Department records of the 162 citations issued so far for people caught
in public violating the county’s mandatory mask order. But three of the
people in Miami-Dade contacted by the Herald who got mask tickets
said they were in full support of social distancing rules and masks. In
fact, they said they were even either wearing one or holding one when
they got fined.


“Miami could eliminate climate change czar as COVID forces
budget chops across city” via Alex Harris and Joey Flechas of the
Miami Herald — The city of Miami has won international praise for its
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chief resilience officer, a climate change czar tasked with helping the
city adapt to rising seas. Now, under a COVID-19 budget crunch, the
city could get rid of the position. “This is a signal for how we prioritize
what is an immediate, urgent issue for Miami,” said Frances Colón, a
former member of the city’s sea-level rise board. “It communicates the
wrong thing to the community, it communicates the wrong thing to
investors. People don’t want to see Miami do less.” Miami’s first CRO,
Jane Gilbert, is leaving her position at the end of July to spend more
time with her family.


Jane Gilbert is stepping down as Miami's first Chief Resiliency Officer. Image via
SmartCitiesWorld.com.


“UM professors upset over school’s plan to have in-person
classes amid rising COVID cases” via Jimena Tavel of the Miami
Herald — As Miami-Dade County — the epicenter of the pandemic in
Florida — reports thousands of COVID-19 cases each day, some
faculty and staff at the University of Miami are pushing back over the
school’s plan to reopen its campuses, feeling the administration has
ignored their pleadings over personal safety. The private university,
based in Coral Gables, granted its nearly 17,000 students the power to
decide how to learn but failed to do the same for many of its
approximately 16,000 faculty and staff, full and part-time, some
employees said. UM encouraged professors who qualify as vulnerable
with underlying medical conditions, as defined by the CDC, to request
accommodations but didn’t do the same for those who simply feel
unsafe.


“New lawsuit says Broward County’s emergency order violates
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constitutional rights” via Brooke Battinger of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — The man who staged a protest against beach closures on
July Fourth and who was taken into custody last week at a Broward
County news conference is back with a new complaint against the
county’s latest emergency order, which he says is unconstitutional.
Chris Nelson, the Fort Lauderdale resident behind the group ReOpen
South Florida, said he intends to file a lawsuit against the county’s order
this week. His complaint refers to Section 4A of the order, which says
that residents of single or multifamily homes must enforce mask
mandates on their property, including when they have guests over.


  


“66 residents positive for COVID-19 in Ocoee nursing home” via
Scott Powers of Florida Politics — The Ocoee Health Care Center has
had 66 residents and 30 staff members test positive for the virus since
a first case was identified in late June, Dr. Raul Pino, the Orange
County health officer with the Florida Department of Health, said
Thursday during Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings‘ press briefing
on the coronavirus outbreak. There have been no deaths reported
among the center’s residents, Pino said. “We have a significant
outbreak that we are following in an assisted living facility and we have
some concerns,” Pino said. “We are in the process of obtaining more
information.” He said he did not yet know what the resident population
is for the facility.


“Santa Rosa County approves $3.2 million in CARES funds for 2
new rapid COVID-19 test sites” via Annie Blanks of the Pensacola
News Journal — Santa Rosa County will spend $3.2 million in CARES
Act funding allocation on two new COVID-19 testing sites in partnership
with Ascension Sacred Heart — one in the north end and one in the
south end of the county — in an effort to get a better handle on the local
impact of the coronavirus. Commissioners gave the $3.2 million
expenditure the green light at their Thursday morning meeting, the first
of what will likely be several expenditures to pump money back into the
local economy as the coronavirus pandemic continues to tighten its grip
on the county. Santa Rosa County will receive approximately $8 million
cash in CARES funding and an additional $24 million in reimbursable
funds.


More local
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“U.S. coronavirus cases surpass 4 million” via Axios — The number
of U.S. coronavirus cases exceeded 4 million on Thursday, Johns
Hopkins data illustrates. The milestone comes as Trump continues
pushing to reopen schools and return the U.S. economy to pre-
pandemic normalcy. But infection numbers are rising and coronavirus
hospitalizations have surged nationwide, adding to the pressure of a
health care system that's been under immense strain for months. More
than 143,000 Americans have died to date from COVID-19.


“Texas county stores bodies in trucks as state sets one-day record
for COVID-19 deaths” via Brad Brooks and Brendan O’Brien of
Reuters — Texas, which reported 197 deaths and 10,893
hospitalizations, has been one of the states hardest hit by the resurgent
coronavirus. Hidalgo County, at the southern tip of the state on the U.S.
border with Mexico, has seen cases rise 60% in the last week, with
deaths doubling to more than 360. “We’ve got to lasso this virus, this
stallion, bring the numbers back down and get control of this thing,”


Corona nation
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Hidalgo County Judge Richard Cortez said. “Because our hospitals —
they’re war zones, they are really struggling right now.”


Texas county stores bodies in refrigerated trucks after setting a one-day record for
COVID-19 deaths.


“Anthony Fauci: ‘We could start talking about real normality again’
in 2021” via Caroline Kelly of CNN — Fauci, a member of the White
House coronavirus task force, told CNN's David Axelrod on "The Axe
Files" podcast that the companies behind potential vaccines told him
"that they would have doses to the tunes of tens of millions early in the
year, and up to hundreds of millions as we get well into 2021, and some
companies say that even after a while, you could get as many as a
billion doses.” "The timetable you suggested of getting into 2021, well
into the year, then I can think with a successful vaccine — if we could
vaccinate the overwhelming majority of the population — we could start
talking about real normality again," Fauci added. "But it is going to be a
gradual process."


  


“Layoffs: 1.4M workers file for unemployment as COVID-19 surges,
and some benefits near end” via Charisse Jones of USA TODAY —
The number of Americans filing jobless claims rose for the first time
since March, showing the need for aid isn't waning even as the extra
$600 that bolstered weekly checks during the pandemic comes to an
end. A total of 1.4 million more Americans filed for unemployment
benefits for the first time as the coronavirus surges throughout many
states, and recently reopened businesses shut their doors to slow the
virus's spread. The uptick ended a 15-week stretch in which initial
weekly claims steadily declined. In little more than four months, a
staggering 52.7 million have sought unemployment aid for the first time.


Corona economics
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U.S. unemployment ticks up for the first time since March. Image via Yahoo.


“Florida topped 100,000 jobless claims last week” via Jim Turner of
the News Service of Florida — The U.S. Department of Labor reported
that Florida accounted for 105,410 of the estimated 1.4 million initial
claims filed nationally in the week ending July 18. Only Georgia, with
120,281 claims, and California, with 292,673, had higher weekly
figures. While the Florida number was down from 132,831 claims during
the week that ended July 11, it continued to show businesses shedding
jobs. Florida’s unemployment rate in June was 10.4 percent, with the
state Department of Economic Opportunity scheduled to release a July
rate on Aug. 21.


“Florida’s economy won’t recover from COVID-19 for more than a
year, report says” via David Lyons of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel
— Florida’s job market and economy are not likely to return to full
strength until late 2021, as businesses remain shuttered or restricted to
stop the coronavirus, according to a forecast by a University of Central
Florida economist. “It’s the public health measures and the lingering
fears that are weighing on the recovery,” said Sean Snaith, director of
the Institute for Economic Forecasting at UCF. “Businesses are not
going back to the levels of staffing pre-pandemic. If they survive the
shutdowns, they are no doubt extra cautious about managing costs and
are proceeding quite slowly.”


“Insurance companies battle their clients over the coronavirus” via
Jennifer A. Kingson of Axios — The legal and legislative fight over how
much insurance companies must pay for coronavirus-related losses is
just starting, and it's likely to get uglier. COVID-19 is, as one insurance
industry executive puts it, "the biggest insured loss event in history." For
many companies, a successful insurance claim will make the difference
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between staying in business or going bust. Insurance lawyers keeping
tabs on the litigation say that hundreds of lawsuits have been filed
against insurers over coronavirus-related claims with scant success so
far. According to an insurance industry trade group, COVID-19 could
generate $40 to $80 billion in insurance payouts in the U.S. and over
$100 billion internationally.


“‘It’s the disaster of all disasters’: Restaurants, shops struggle as
pandemic spikes” via Alexandra Clough of The Palm Beach Post —
After months of construction delays, Boca Raton’s newest seafood
restaurant, Copperfish Kitchen, finally was poised to open in March.
The contemporary eatery, designed in deep ocean blues and warm
woods, features a menu filled with delicacies, including an elegant
shellfish tower and grilled octopus. Then the coronavirus pandemic hit,
and the restaurant’s long-awaited opening was halted after Palm Beach
County shut down indoor dining. In May, when restrictions were lifted,
Copperfish threw open its doors, and diners rushed in. In fact, for a few
weeks into June, the restaurant hummed with business, owner George
Anagnostou said. But as the number of coronavirus cases has inched
up in Palm Beach County, Anagnostou said business has plummeted.


“Southwest and American trim more flying” via Alison Sider and
Doug Cameron of The Wall Street Journal — American Airlines Group
Inc. and Southwest Airlines Co. said they were tempering expectations
for air travel’s recovery, as mounting coronavirus cases have driven
down bookings by as much as 80% in some parts of the U.S. American,
which has been flying twice as much as some of its rivals as part of a
plan to capture summer demand, said Thursday that it will pare some
flying. Southwest, which also maintained more flying this summer than
United Airlines Holdings Inc. and Delta Air Lines Inc., said cancellations
are picking up and demand looks weaker heading into fall. Executives
at American said bookings have started to slide.
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Expectations of an airline resurgence did not pan out. Image via Reuters.


“‘It’s going to be bumpy.’ Spirit Airlines reports $144.4 million
second-quarter loss” via Taylor Dolven of the Miami Herald —
Florida’s failure to curb the spread of COVID-19 is hurting South
Florida’s hometown airline, Spirit. The Miramar-based company
reported a second-quarter loss this week of $144.4 million, or $1.81.
per share, a long fall from the profit of $114.5 million reported during the
same period last year. CEO Ted Christie warned of a bumpy road to
recovery for the company. “It is our expectation that the company will
resume its growth,” he said on a Thursday earnings call. “Leisure
travelers are returning to the market already. We expect that will
continue. It’s going to be bumpy.”


  


“Can you get coronavirus twice? Doctors are unsure even as
anecdotal reports mount.” via Carolyn Johnson and Ariana Eunjung
Cha of The Washington Post — When Sophie Cunningham, a guard
for the WNBA’s Phoenix Mercury, returned to training after a bout with
COVID-19, she made an announcement that startled fans. She
believed she had been infected twice — once in March and then again
in June or July. “They said you can only get it once, but I’ve had it
twice,” she told reporters. Doctors emphasize there is no evidence of
widespread vulnerability to reinfection and that it is difficult to know
what to make of these cases. There is still not enough evidence or
sufficient time since the virus first struck to draw firm conclusions about
how long it might last — or what might make it less robust in some
individuals than in others.


More corona
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“Database calculates your risk of meeting someone with COVID-19
at Florida events” via Dave Berman of Florida Today — There is a
35% chance that, if you attend an event in Leon County with 10 people
at least one of the attendees will be infected with the coronavirus,
according to a new database developed by Georgia Tech University.
The likelihood jumps to 71% at an event with 25 people, and to a
whopping 91% at an event with 50 people. If you go to an event with
100 people — like a wedding reception — you are virtually certain to
meet someone infected. The database says there’s a 99% chance
you’ll be mingling with at least one person with the coronavirus. The
interactive map also lists Bay, Gulf, Jackson, Calhoun, Liberty and
Gadsden counties as places that carry elevated risk factors.


This map shows the risk level of attending an event, given the event size and
location. Image via Georgia Tech.


  


“Trump tried to blame Black Lives Matter protests for the


Smoldering
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coronavirus surge. Data doesn’t support his claim.” via Philip Bump
of The Washington Post — One of the obvious reasons that Trump has
resumed regular coronavirus press briefings is poll data. Recent data
indicating skepticism about Trump’s handling of the pandemic and
increased support for his probable opponent in November clearly
spurred the White House to resume the briefings, in the hope that
voters would shift their perceptions of how Trump has handled the
crisis. Trump tried to put a fine point on where he thinks blame should
lie for the recent surge in new cases. “There are likely a number of
causes for the spike in infections,” he said. “Cases started to rise
among young Americans shortly after demonstrations, which you know
very well about, which presumably triggered a broader relaxation of
mitigation efforts nationwide.”


Donald Trump tried to blame the BLM movement for the spike in coronavirus
cases. The data doesn't bear that out.


“Blocked gun sales skyrocket amid coronavirus pandemic” via
Betsy Woodruff Swan — Internal FBI data reveal a jarring new stat: The
number of people trying to buy guns who can’t legally own them has
skyrocketed. That came as part of a surge in gun purchases in the first
three months of 2020, compared to the same time period in 2019. In
March 2019, the FBI’s National Instant Criminal Background Check
System ran background checks on 823,273 attempted gun buys. This
past March, NICS processed more than 1.4 million background checks.
The most dramatic shift, though, might be in how many people the
system blocked from buying guns. In March 2019 and February 2020,
the NICS system blocked about 9,500 and 9,700. In March 2020, it
blocked a whopping 23,692 gun sales.


“After Confederate monuments fall, where do they go?” via Scott
Calvert and Valerie Bauerlein of The Wall Street Journal — Behind
concrete barriers at a city transportation department yard here sit three
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Confederate monuments and a statue of Roger Taney, the Supreme
Court chief justice whose 1857 Dred Scott decision helped pave the
way to the Civil War. The city removed them three years ago and
officials still can’t decide what to do with them. Cities across the South
are now confronting this problem, after dozens of statues came down
during recent protests sparked by the killing of George Floyd. So far,
these cities, which include Richmond, Virginia, and Birmingham,
Alabama, are trying to figure out what to do.


“Jacksonville prosecutors drop charges against 15 protesters” via
Drew Dixon of Florida Politics — For the second time in as many
months, prosecutors have dismissed dozens of charges filed against
protesters who were arrested during a weekend of civil rights
demonstrations in Jacksonville. Fourth Circuit Court State Attorney
Melissa Nelson’s office this week declined to prosecute 15 people who
were arrested May 30 during the most confrontational clashes with
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office police in downtown. All were charged with
unlawful assembly or resisting an officer without violence. “There is not
a reasonable probability of conviction for the … listed defendants.
Therefore, this office declines to file charges on each of the cases
listed,” reads a report signed by Assistant State Attorney John
Kalinowski.


“Group suing over Confederate monument wants Pensacola held
in contempt for putting up tarp” via Jim Little of the Pensacola News
Journal — The group that is suing the city of Pensacola to stop it from
removing the Confederate monument is asking a judge to hold the city
in contempt for violating the temporary restraining order issued last
week. David McCallister, the attorney representing groups including
the Sons of Confederate Veterans and Save Southern Heritage, filed a
motion asking First Judicial Circuit Court Judge Gary Bergosh to hold
the city in contempt, alleging the blue tarp covering the monument
violates Bergosh's restraining order against removing the monument.
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Confederate monuments removed since May 25. Image via AP.


“FSU President John Thrasher says Francis Eppes statue will be
removed from campus” via Byron Dobson of the Tallahassee
Democrat — Just a few short hours after FSU President John
Thrasher announced his intentions to do so Thursday, a university
grounds crew removed the statue of Francis Eppes Thursday from
campus. The unannounced dismantling of the Eppes statue from Mina
Jo Powell Green comes just over two years to the day it first was
ordered removed by Thrasher from in front of the Westcott Building,
only to later be relocated to the green location near Eppes Hall. The
removal of the statue was included in a statement released to the
campus Thursday morning as Thrasher announced the 30 members of
the President's Task Force on Anti-Racism, Equity & Inclusion.
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Francis Eppes may soon be persona non grata at FSU.


“George Washington University to consider shedding
controversial Colonials moniker” via Lauren Lumpkin of The
Washington Post — After years of protest by students and faculty,
George Washington University has established committees to consider
requests to retire the school’s “Colonials” moniker and rename the
campus’s community center, university President Thomas J. LeBlanc
announced. The move comes as colleges and universities throughout
the country shed names of racist leaders and tear down statues that
pay tribute to the Confederacy. The “Colonials” moniker — intended to
honor George Washington — has long been criticized for glorifying
colonialism and ignoring the ways colonists ravaged communities of
color, students say. The name is a ubiquitous part of the campus;
students get flu shots at the Colonial Health Center, cheer for the
Colonials sports teams and exchange “Colonial Cash” for meals and
laundry services.
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“Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez dismisses Ted Yoho’s apology, says
his remarks are excuses for confrontation” via John Wagner and
Paul Kane of The Washington Post — Surrounded by Democratic
colleagues, Rep. Ocasio-Cortez, a favorite target of Trump and other
Republicans since her arrival in the Capitol, excoriated Republican Rep.
Yoho during remarks on the House floor. She dismissed what she
called a non-apology for a confrontation between them on the Capitol
steps this week and decried Yoho’s reported use of a sexist slur. “What
we are seeing here is a resounding rejection of abuse and accosting of
women,” Ocasio-Cortez said during the hour of remarks, adding that
“incidents like these are happening in a pattern.” The speeches were
prompted by an incident Monday in which Yoho uttered the words “f---
ing b---h” once Ocasio-Cortez was out of earshot.


D.C. matters
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Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez is not accepting Ted Yoho's apology. Image via AP.


  


Appointed — Alexander Bokor to the 3rd District Court of Appeal and
Joshua Riba to the 6th Circuit Court.


“Why is Walmart participating in Florida’s electric regulatory
process?” via Malena Carollo of the Tampa Bay Times — The
complexities of Florida’s electric regulatory process are usually taken
on only by the state’s power companies. But here’s a surprising
participant: Walmart. Over the past three years, Walmart has weighed
in on an increasing number of issues before the Florida Public Service
Commission. Some of the uptick is because of timing — some issues,
such as energy efficiency goals, are scheduled to come up once every
five years. But others show the retail giant taking a more active role in
dockets that affect its energy bills, particularly those that deal with
renewable energy. “They’ve made pledges to reduce their carbon
emissions,” said University of Michigan professor Andrew Hoffman.
“They want to meet that objective (with) the lowest cost possible.”


Statewide
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What does Walmart have to do with Florida's energy regulatory process?


“These Miami-Dade cities are the worst places to rent in the United
States, study says” via Connie Ogle of the Miami Herald —
Congratulations, Hialeah. You are the absolute worst city for renters in
the entire country, according to a new study. And before any Miami
dwellers get too cocky, let us add that Miami is one of the worst cities
for renters, too. And you wonder why you’re never moving out of your
parents’ house. WalletHub’s study of the best and worst places to rent
reports that while rents in some cities have dropped due to what it calls
“pandemic pricing,” that was not the case for Hialeah or Miami. Out of
182 American cities, Hialeah is the worst place to be a renter, with
Miami only a few slots higher at no. 177.


  


New and renewed lobbying registrations:


Angela Bonds, Jennifer Ungru, Dean Mead: Transformations
Treatment Center


Dean Cannon, GrayRobinson: Atlantic Housing Partners


Michael Corcoran, Jacqueline Corcoran, Matt Blair, Andrea Tovar,
Corcoran Partners: OpinionUP


Matthew Holliday: NCH Healthcare System


Kimberly Case, Lawrence Sellers, Holland & Knight: Niznik Lab Corp


Mark Delegal, Delegal Aubuchon Consulting: HSR


Anna Farrar, Converge Government Affairs of Florida: Florida
Veterinary Medical Association


Lobby regs
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Matt Spritz, The Spritz Group: The Shul of Downtown


  


“Trump trains his eyes on education as he hunts path to victory”
via Laura Meckler, Michael Scherer and Josh Dawsey of The
Washington Post — Trump sees two school issues as key to reelection,
and after paying almost no attention to education for most of his
presidency, he’s pushing both in negotiations over the next pandemic
relief bill. The President’s first priority is getting schools to reopen this
fall, which he sees as central to economic recovery and getting parents
back to work. Trump regularly tells advisers that he believes it is “totally
safe” for children to return to school, a senior White House official said.
He is also newly focused on school choice policies, which let families
use tax dollars for private school tuition. Aides see both as political
winners with suburban women and, in the case of school choice, Black
voters, too.


2020
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Donald Trump is looking toward education for a path to reelection. Image via AP.


“Trump’s assault on election integrity forces question: What would
happen if he refused to accept a loss?” via Elise Viebeck and Robert
Costa of The Washington Post — His unwillingness to commit to a
smooth transition of power has forced academics and political leaders
— including, privately, some GOP lawmakers — to contemplate
possible scenarios. The resulting turmoil could surpass the contention
over the outcome of the 2000 presidential election, confounding the
legal system, Congress and the public’s faith in how the country picks
its leaders. Among the possibilities: Trump could claim victory before
the vote in key states is fully counted — a process that could take days
or even weeks. He could also spend weeks refusing to concede amid a
legal war over which votes are valid and should be included in the tally.
Or he could simply refuse to leave on Jan. 20.


“Joe Biden says Trump is America’s first ‘racist’ President” via
Colby Itkowitz and John Wagner — Biden on Wednesday called Trump
the country’s first racist to be elected to the White House. The former
VP’s blunt assessment came during a virtual town hall organized by the
Service Employees International Union after a health care worker
expressed concern that Trump continues to blame Asians for the
coronavirus pandemic. Biden signaled that he shared the questioner’s
concern that Trump frequently refers to the pandemic as the “China
virus.” No sitting President has ever done this,” Biden said. “Never,
never, never. No Republican President has done this. No Democratic
President. We’ve had racists, and they’ve existed, they’ve tried to get
elected President. He’s the first one that has.”


“Choosing Val Demings as VP could help Biden but won’t lock up
Florida, experts say” via Alex Daugherty of the Miami Herald — In
Biden’s ongoing Vice President search, U.S. Rep. Demings brings a lot
to the ticket. The Orlando ex-police chief garnered high marks from
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Democrats for her role in Trump’s impeachment trial, when she served
as an impeachment manager. She’s immersed herself in national
security issues in the House Intelligence Committee. And many
Democrats are clamoring for a Black woman to be a major party’s VP
nominee for the first time. But putting the Central Florida
congresswoman on the ticket with a goal of winning Florida’s 29
electoral votes isn’t likely to work — if you use past elections as a
guide, according to operatives who served on presidential campaigns
and experts who study the vice presidency.


“Biden will headline Miami-Dade Blue Gala next week” via Spencer
Fordin of Florida Politics — The Miami-Dade Democratic Party will host
its annual Blue Gala virtually on July 29 and 30, and it will feature a
number of political leaders and talented entertainers. Democratic
presidential candidate Biden will close the final night of the gala with
special remarks for the South Florida community, and a variety of local
leaders will precede him. Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried, the
only statewide elected Democrat in Florida, will speak on Biden’s behalf
on July 30, as will U.S. Rep. Donna Shalala, the former U.S. Secretary
of Health and Human Services.


Joe Biden will be the headliner at the Miami-Dade Blue Gala.


“State rips attempt to disqualify judges in voting case” via Dara
Kam of the News Service of Florida — DeSantis’ lawyers are trying to
swat down an attempt to disqualify two former Florida Supreme Court
justices from hearing a high-stakes elections case that will go before a
federal appeals court. Plaintiffs in the case and 10 Democratic U.S.
Senators are asking that 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals Judges
Barbara Lagoa and Robert Luck step aside from the voting-rights
case, which could determine whether hundreds of thousands of felons
with outstanding “legal financial obligations” can cast ballots in the
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presidential election this fall. Lagoa and Luck were involved in litigation
about the issue last year while serving on the Florida Supreme Court
before joining the Atlanta-based appeals court.


  


Nikki Fried endorses Oz Vazquez over Pam Keith in CD 18
Democratic primary — Agriculture Commissioner Fried is stepping
into the race for Florida’s 18th Congressional District, as she’s
endorsing Vazquez in the Democratic primary. The state’s highest-
ranking elected Democrat is selecting Vazquez over his opponent,
former Navy JAG Officer Keith. The CD 18 is currently held by
Republican U.S. Rep. Brian Mast. “Florida’s 18th Congressional
District deserves a Congressperson who will fight to protect Social
Security and Medicare, will be a champion for clean water, and will
work to get things done for the Treasure Coast and Palm Beaches,”
Fried said Friday. “Oz Vazquez will be that person. He spent his career
fighting for Florida’s working families and seniors, and will continue that
fight in Congress.”


More from the trail
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“Mysterious group targets Democratic front-runner in crucial
Seminole state Senate race” via Steven Lemongello of the Orlando
Sentinel — A mysterious group is targeting the front-runner in the
Democratic Party primary in one of the most important state Senate
races in Florida. And while it claims to be a “progressive” group, it uses
a lot of conservative language. The group, Floridians for Equality and
Justice, only filed with the state Division of Elections on Tuesday, as is
required by law. That came days after the mailings were received and
weeks after it emailed voters an online questionnaire with loaded
wording about liberal issues. But there is no information yet on where it
gets its money or how much It's listed address is also the same Miami
UPS location used by at least two previous Republican campaigns.


—“Jimmy Patronis joins growing list of Danny Burgess endorsers”
via Kelly Hayes of Florida Politics


“’Watching liberals tear down our country is hard to take’: Jay
Trumbull drops new TV ad” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics —
Trumbull released a new TV ad claiming that a “strong dose of
panhandle values” is what the country needs in response to recent
waves of civil unrest in America’s streets. The 30-second ad features
Trumbull speaking over images from the Minnesota riots and
contrasting them with various clips of the candidate handling a firearm,
meeting with veterans and eating Chick-fil-A. “You know, watching
liberals tear down our country is hard to take,” the video begins. ” What
America needs more than ever is a strong dose of Panhandle values.
“Faith, family, freedom and respect for the warriors who sacrificed for
that freedom.” The video continues with Trumbull spotlighting his prior
accomplishments from his 2014 term representing House District 6.


To watch the ad, click on the image below:


Donors rally for Wyman Duggan — The Jacksonville Republican
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state legislator, seeking his second term, raised over $18,000 in the
week between July 10 and 15. Duggan has raised over $143,000 this
cycle, with nearly $117,000 of that on hand in his campaign account,
along with another $21,000 in his political committee. Two
undercapitalized Democrats are facing off in the primary. Tammyette
Thomas has raised $4,460, and Jay McGovern $6,406. However,
Thomas holds a cash-on-hand lead ahead of the August vote.


— “Florida doctors back Joe Harding for HD 22” via Drew Wilson of
Florida Politics


—“Meet Keith Laufenberg, a Democrat running for House District
35” via Jason Delgado to Florida Politics


“Paul Renner committee rakes in, sends out political cash” via the
News Service of Florida — The Renner-chaired committee
Conservatives for Principled Leadership raised $199,500 during the first
17 days of July. The largest contribution, $75,000, came from another
political committee, Conservatives for Rural Florida, led by Rep. Bobby
Payne. Other contributions to the Renner committee included $25,000
from Jacksonville Kennel Club, Inc., and $25,000 from Atlantic Beach
business owner Tom Petway. Renner’s committee, meanwhile, has
funneled $250,000 this month to the Florida House Republican
Campaign Committee, which is focused on electing GOP candidates to
the House.


“Fiona McFarland ad torches Donna Barcomb over Sovereign
citizens vote” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Barcomb voted in
favor of advancing a “Sovereign Citizen” charter amendment in 2015.
That came despite concerns from the Anti-Defamation League and
others that the movement behind the measure was responsible for
killing police officers and federal agents. Barcomb’s chief opponent in
the HD 72 Republican primary, McFarland slams the vote in her new
ad. “The fact that Donna voted to support an anarchist group that the
FBI classified as domestic terrorists should be alarming to any Sarasota
voter who cares about the well-being of our brave men and women in
blue,” said Maryann Grgic, a McFarland spokesperson. The ad
references a quote where she defended the vote, saying the proposal
“sounded like a good idea.”


To view the ad, click on the image below:
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“Lauren Melo charges onto airwaves” via Jacob Ogles Florida Politics
— The 30-second spot shows a figure rocket out of a garage on the
back of a four-wheeler as a narrator asks, ”What’s it take to jump-start
this economy? Someone who’s built a business, made payroll, earned
success. The driver then takes off a helmet, revealing herself to be
Melo, a candidate in House District 80 candidate. “Someone with
horsepower,” Melo proclaims. The ad reminds the Realtor has an array
of experience outside selling land. She previously ran her own trucking
company, for example. And that’s not her only experience driving a
motor vehicle.


“Five Democrats in crowded, fiery race for House District 88” via
Christine Stapleton of The Palm Beach Post — The race to become the
Democratic nominee in HD 88 primary is crowded, contentious and
made for reality TV. One candidate does not live in the district. The
incumbent, an African American attorney, accused another African
American candidate of “fighting for his master’s plantation house.” An
anti-gay slur riled the LGBTQ community and a viral video grabbed
headlines in The New York Times and Washington Post. For incumbent
Democratic state Rep. Al Jacquet, the race to retain his seat in Florida
House District 88 has a lot to do with race. He came out swinging at the
July 15 Facebook live debate on Kitty Lundan’s People of Power
Show and managed to inject discrimination against African Americans
into nearly every response.


  


“Stand With Parkland endorses Gregory Tony for Broward Sheriff
while hammering Scott Israel” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics —
Stand With Parkland, a group created after Tony Montalto lost his
daughter in the 2018 Parkland shooting, is endorsing Broward Sheriff
Tony for reelection. “I am grateful for the level of support and
confidence that they had in me long before an endorsement took


Down ballot
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place,” Tony said Tuesday during a Zoom conference announcing the
endorsement. The organization has pushed for change following the
2018 attack, including gun reforms. While the group explained its
support for Tony on Thursday’s call, Montalto also trashed former
Sheriff Israel, who is running for his old job. Israel led the Broward
Sheriff’s Office during the 2018 shooting and was removed from that
position due, in part, to the agency’s handling of the response.


Stand with Parkland is standing behind Broward Sheriff Gregory Tony.


—“LGBTQ group endorses ‘strong champion and ally’ Cindy
Lerner for Miami-Dade Commission” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics
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“American exceptionalism was our preexisting condition” via Dan
Zak of The Washington Post — America is sick. Still sick. The fever
spikes, abates, returns. The shortness of breath lingers. America is in
the middle of a public health wildfire, an economic sinkhole and an
earthquake over racial injustice. This test of solidarity and public trust
couldn’t have come at a worse time. America’s mask has slipped. There
is a feeling of failure, of being repeatedly victimized by a virus despite
our supposed exceptionalism. National pride in the United States has
fallen to a record low, according to Gallup, and only 1 in 5 Americans is
satisfied with the direction of the country — a steep drop from four
months ago when satisfaction was at a 15-year high.


Top opinion


  


“Don’t exclude these Americans from stimulus benefits” via Al
Cardenas for the Tampa Bay Times — When Congress passed the


Opinions
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CARES Act and provided Americans an economic impact payment of
$1,200 for each adult and $500 for each child, it specifically denied this
critical lifeline to U.S. citizens who happened to be married to a foreign
national. Republicans and Democrats should be ashamed of
themselves for implementing such a discriminatory provision. This is
cruel. It is also foolish. Imposing a marriage penalty on (voting) U.S.
citizens, such as the 88,000 mixed-status families here in swing-state
Florida, it is no wonder Trump is unpopular with roughly 75% of Latino
voters nationally.


“I was wrong about Florida’s response to COVID-19” via Joe Nocera
of Bloomberg — Florida is now the epicenter of the pandemic in the
U.S. Since July 10, the number of new positive cases has averaged
more than 10,000 a day. As of Wednesday, the total number of cases
was nearly 380,000 according to the state’s health department. The
positivity rate — the percentage of those tested who turn out to be
infected — is well above 18%. And who claimed that Florida was doing
a good job containing the pandemic? Oh, right. It was me. I wrote not
one but two columns praising Florida’s response to the pandemic. In
retrospect, it’s clear that DeSantis reopened too early because he was
too swayed by Florida’s low death rate and eager to get the economy
back on track.


“Courts should side with teachers in reopening Florida schools”
via the South Florida Sun-Sentinel editorial board — Florida’s teachers
refused to take it any more. After demands from Tallahassee to reopen
public school campuses five days a week in the world’s COVID-19
hotspot, the Florida Education Association sued. The litigation should
not have been necessary. Ideally, DeSantis and Education
Commissioner Richard Corcoran would have let local school districts
decide how and when classes would resume. Teachers know far better
than Trump, DeSantis and Corcoran what students lose when not in the
classroom. They understand that parents need to work. But Trump and
DeSantis failed to contain the virus, which is necessary for a return to
classrooms and economic health. For them now to threaten schools is
beyond hypocritical.
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Florida sets another grim record for the greatest number of COVID 19
deaths reported in a single day. When asked about the 173 new
fatalities, Gov. DeSantis responded by challenging the phrasing of the
question.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— While DeSantis had a point, he didn’t answer the question about all
those newly reported fatalities. And despite that record, the Governor
keeps talking about turning the corner.


— It’s official: The RNC won’t be coming to Jacksonville after all. In a
surprise announcement, Trump told reporters he’s canceling because
of what he called a “flare-up” of the virus.


— The COVID-19 crisis is driving the Governor’s favorability numbers
down. A new poll from Quinnipiac University says his approval rating is


Today's Sunrise
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down more than ten points and 52% of Floridians say he’s not doing a
good job. The numbers flipped in just 2 months.


— And what won’t help is a new ad attacking DeSantis for his response
to COVID-19.


— A deep dive into Tagus and Green Iguanas. The state wildlife
commission is targeting the invasive lizards — much to the dismay of
reptile breeders.


— The latest with Florida Man, who thought he found gold at the bottom
of a urine specimen.


To listen, click on the image below:


  


Facing South Florida with Jim DeFede on CBS 4 in Miami: The
Sunday show provides viewers with an in-depth look at politics in South
Florida, along with other issues affecting the region.


Florida This Week on Tampa Bay’s WEDU: Moderator Rob Lorei
hosts a roundtable featuring political consultant April Schiff, attorney
Sean Shaw, attorney Rick Johnson and Dr. Patricia Emmanuel,
professor and Chair of the College of Medicine & Pediatrics, USF
Health, Morsani College of Medicine.


In Focus with Allison Walker-Torres on Bay News 9: Remains on
hiatus due to coronavirus.


Political Connections on CF 13 in Orlando and Bay News 9 in
Tampa/St. Pete: A look at races leading up to the August primary;
Former Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi will discuss preparing for
the RNC; and Biden’s campaign gets help from Former President
Barack Obama.


The Usual Suspects on WCTV-Tallahassee/Thomasville (CBS) and
WJHG-Panama City (NBC): Host Gary Yordon talks with former Leon


Weekend TV
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County Elections Supervisor Ion Sancho and FEA President Fedrick
Ingram.


This Week in Jacksonville with Kent Justice on Channel 4 WJXT:
this week’s guests are former Clay County Schools Superintendents
Charlie Van Zandt and Ann Wiggins, and Clay County Sheriff
candidate Harold Rutledge.


This Week in South Florida on WPLG-Local10 News (ABC): This
week’s guests are Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, Broward County
Public Schools Superintendent Robert Runcie and Miami-Dade
mayoral candidate Alex Penelas.


  


Dishonorable Mention: Rep. Chris Latvala, activist Becca Tieder,
Ernest Hooper and communications expert Dr. Karla Mastracchio
discuss politics and culture. The hosts talk about education and the
delayed start time of in-person classes. Tommy Tuberville wins his
primary over Jeff Sessions. War Eagle? Will football allegiances
dictate the election in Alabama? AOC had a verbal confrontation with a
fellow congressman. Is this unprofessional? The show welcomes Chief
Media Officer for Merkley and Partners Adam Arnegger to discuss the
handling of COVID-19 in New York, how the pandemic will affect sports,
the evolution of media and more!


Inside Florida Politics from GateHouse Florida: Despite Florida's
soaring death toll from coronavirus, the Governor sounds like he's got
this. Are Floridians buying the message? Gannett reporters John
Kennedy and Antonio Fins also talk about a vote-by-mail settlement
and how Goya Foods got political.


podcastED: Step Up for Students President Doug Tuthill talks with
Lynne Munson, the chief executive officer and founder of GreatMinds,
an organization focused on developing world-class, content-rich
curriculum for PK-12 students. A group of education leaders launched
GreatMinds in 2007 and now 75% of its employees come from the
teacher ranks. GreatMinds curricula aim to inspire joy in both teaching
and learning, giving teachers the tools they need to help students
achieve success.


REGULATED from hosts Christian Bax and Tony Glover: What do
politicians do when they can’t shake hands and kiss babies? This week
Bax and Glover break down the unprecedented challenges COVID-19
presents to candidates across the country. The guys are particularly
interested in state and local laws all over the country that are forcing
candidates and their staff out into their communities to collect
thousands of signatures in the middle of an epidemic to even get on a


Listen up
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ballot.


The New Abnormal from host Rick Wilson and Molly Jong-Fast:
Mary Trump joins The New Abnormal with a giant barrel of tea to spill
about her family. Her uncle Donald? “He was protected at every turn
from his incompetence, from his total inability to handle money. The
media, the banks kept propping him up and protecting him and letting
him fail up consistently and constantly — until the Republican Party
started doing the same thing.” Her grandfather Fred, the family
patriarch who got arrested by a Ku Klux Klan rally? “Honestly, that story
surprised me. Not because my grandfather wasn’t anti-Semitic, he was,
but because he would spend time doing something other than making
money. I'm totally serious. Like he went to a Klan rally with what free
time? He's perfectly happy being racist and anti-Semitic in his own
house and his place of work.”


The Rotunda with Trimmel Gomes: The protester at a news
conference who shouted and called for the resignation of DeSantis over
his handling of the pandemic says he would do it again. Gomes talks
with Thomas Kennedy, a longtime Miami-Dade advocate for
undocumented immigrants, about his vocal opposition. Also, former
Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum breaks his silence, opening up and
discussing his time in rehab and therapy. Plus, the Florida Education
Association President Fedrick Ingram says they have filed suit against
the state of Florida over Education Commissioner Corcoran’s order to
open school buildings in August as coronavirus infections surge.


The Yard Sign with host Jonathan Torres: Chris Licata, Amy Beck,
Anibal Cabrera, and Torres talk the passing of Rep. John Lewis,
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Portland and antifa,
Trump and the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program.


  Instagram of the day
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“Fox taking fans to the ballgame with a virtual crowd” via Joe
Reedy of The Associated Press — Fox will be taking viewers out to the
ballgame by adding a virtual crowd in parks during its baseball
broadcasts this season. The network revealed Thursday that it will
include computer-generated fans in the stands beginning with the three
games on Saturday. Given that fan opinions about crowd noise being
added to baseball games has been mixed, Fox may draw some jeers


Aloe
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for adding virtual fans. But Fox Sports Vice President Brad Zager, who
oversees live event productions and operations, is hoping people give it
a chance. “We believe that what we’re doing is creating a natural
viewing experience,” Zager said. “We’re not looking to fool everyone.
We know it is a virtual crowd.”


Video shows a test of the virtual crowds at Chase Field in Phoenix.
Image via AP.


“Disney delays ‘Mulan’ indefinitely, Star Wars and Avatar movies
pushed back a year” via Sarah Whitten of CNBC — Disney is making
some changes to its release calendar that include delaying “Mulan”
from its Aug. 21 release indefinitely and pushing back the debuts of
future Star Wars and Avatar movies by a year. On Thursday, the
company said that theater closures and production shutdowns during
the global coronavirus pandemic caused it to make a number of
adjustments to its slate. “Over the last few months, it’s become clear
that nothing can be set in stone when it comes to how we release films
during this global health crisis, and today that means pausing our
release plans for ‘Mulan’ as we assess how we can most effectively
bring this film to audiences around the world,” a Disney spokesperson
said Thursday.


“'Tenet' tosses playbook: Staggered rollout may be new box office
‘normal’” via Pamela McClintock of The Hollywood Reporter — In
recent weeks, a campaign to begin releasing new Hollywood movies
even if it means only launching a title in markets that are able to open
safely — whether overseas or in the U.S. — has gained momentum as
a global day-and-date launch becomes impossible in the era of
coronavirus. Without new product, the box office could remain dark into
next year, dragging down cinemas across the world and film studios.
Warner Bros.’ Tenet, directed by Christopher Nolan, is the first movie
to announce it will pursue this radical departure from tradition. Studio
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insiders said the espionage epic will go out first overseas, where
cinemas have reopened in many European and Asian countries, and
have begun to reopen in China.


What Jeff Brandes is reading — “Driverless shuttle could run
along St. Petersburg’s Bayshore Drive this fall” via Caitlin Johnston
of the Tampa Bay Times — A driverless shuttle could carry people up
and down Bayshore Drive this fall, if city and county officials sign off on
it. The three-month, $140,000 pilot program was approved by Pinellas
Suncoast Transit Authority’s finance committee Wednesday and is
going before the St. Petersburg City Council today. The county transit
authority’s full board will vote next week. If approved, Beep, an
autonomous mobility company based in Orlando, would provide two
electric, 15-foot shuttles to cruise along the waterfront at a brisk 15
miles per hour. The vehicles are able to carry 10 passengers but would
be limited to six at a time as a coronavirus precaution.


  


Happy birthday to Mike Fernandez and Ann Howard.


Happy birthday
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot  in Florida politics — 7.8.20 — Burnin’ today: COVID-19, DeSantis,


Jones, Corcoran, Giménez, Fauci
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 4:00:59 AM


A Florida Politics analysis of the Sunshine State’s COVID-19 data, as
reported daily by the Florida Department of Health, from March 18
through Tuesday, shows three obvious patterns over the period in
which Florida saw cases, hospitalizations, and deaths emerge through
March and some of April, dip a bit, plateau, and then rise again.


— The rise and fall and rise again of hospitalizations for COVID-19
lagged the rise and fall and rise of new cases by 11-15 days.


— The rise and fall and rise again of deaths from COVID-19 has lagged
hospitalizations by 10-11 days, and lagged the emergence of new
cases by 21-26 days.
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— Deaths from COVID-19 are increasing again, but not as rapidly as
they did in April and May.


Florida’s seven-day averages for new COVID-19 cases first peaked
with the Department of Health’s April 8 report, when Florida was
averaging 1,214 new cases for the previous week. New case reports
then declined, then plateaued in the 700s until June 2.


Examining Florida’s COVID-19 numbers, some disturbing patterns start to
emerge.


After June 2, the seven-day average of new cases began climbing
again and has done so for 36 consecutive days, reaching the current
worst-ever average of 8,766 with Tuesday’s report.


Hospitalizations did not peak until April 23, with an average of 172 new
admissions over the previous week.


That came 15 days after cases first peaked.


The daily new hospitalizations average pretty much stayed in the 140-
170 range until sagging in late May and early June, reaching a low of
110 on June 9.


On June 13, the second rise of hospitalizations became apparent.
Since then, the seven-day average rose almost daily to the current
peak of 264 through Tuesday’s report.


So the second rise of hospitalizations began 11 days after the second
rise of cases.


Florida’s COVID-19 death toll, as Gov. Ron DeSantis likes to point out,
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show a different picture. But not entirely.


In the first rise, COVID-19 deaths did not peak until May 8, when
Florida was averaging 51 deaths per day over the previous week.


That means the worst point for deaths came 10 days after
hospitalizations peaked, and 25 days after cases peaked.


After a slow sag over more than a month, Florida’s average daily death
toll did not begin to rise again until June 24.


That is 11 days after the new rise in hospitalizations, and 22 days after
the new rise in cases.


The seven-day running average of COVID-19 deaths topped 40 again
on July 2 and has reached a second-wave high of 48 through
Tuesday’s report, still below what was suffered in early May. Florida’s
single-worst day for COVID-19 deaths was May 5, with 72.


  


—@RealDonaldTrump: “COVID-19 (China Virus) Death Rate
PLUNGES From Peak In U.S.” A Tenfold Decrease In Mortality. The
Washington Times @WashTimes Valerie Richardson. We have the
lowest Mortality Rate in the World. The Fake News should be reporting
these most important of facts, but they don’t!


—@MarcoRubio: #COVID19 spreads when people interact.
Eventually, no matter what you close, people are going to interact.
Protect the most vulnerable, provide clear guidelines & discourage
high-risk settings, but #lockdownextension won’t stop spread & they
create more problems than they solve.


—@Doug_Hanks: Prez @realDonaldTrump wouldn’t have to have to
wear a mask while leaving Air Force One at Miami-Dade’s Miami
International Airport, spox says. He plans trip here later in this week to
Southcom HQ, which isn’t covered by county COVID- rules. Private
vehicles exempt from mask regs


—@KevinCate: Just because you can get PPP money doesn’t mean
you should. Claiming fiduciary responsibility as an excuse is abdicating
more important responsibilities to country, customers, and conscience.
Save this money for small businesses with no other alternatives.


—@RepTedDeutch: In Florida, Gov DeSantis has replaced “Safe.
Smart. Step-by-Step.” with “We’re not rolling back. Live with it.” The
raging outbreak in our state was preventable. The governor isn’t doing
his job.


Situational awareness
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—@MarcACaputo: Bracketing today’s Miami event for Ds was FL Sen
@JoseJavierJJR, who said DeSantis was the president’s tool: “Trump
says jump and DeSantis says, ‘how high? I absolutely think he’s a sock
puppet. A sock puppet in good times is embarrassing. A sock puppet in
a pandemic is deadly”


—@cbquist: if you are a governor or legislator mandating that K-12
classrooms open on a certain date you must also accept the classes
taking a field trip to the state Capitol building on that date I am sorry it is
right here in the rule book


—@ShevrinJones: Today is the best I’ve felt in 8 days and my mom
and dad are showing no symptoms. Today is a great day! Thank you all
for your prayers and positive energy, keep them coming!


—@BSFarrington: Watched the Florida Senate Democratic Caucus
press conference on coronavirus on its FB page. When it wrapped up,
an @AnnaAkana video popped up called "Should you have sex on the
first date?" In the opening seconds, it says, "Thanks for the f***." Odd
juxtaposition.


—@MattGaetz: Pensacola has been long known as the “City of Five
Flags.” How many of them will survive this time of mob cancel culture &
political weakness?


—@SStaffordTweet: Call me crazy but not sure most of us
Tallahasseans have fully processed just how awful the local job losses,
business closures, and tax receipts will be if we don't play college
football. Deducting $100-150m from the local economy is a long term
disaster


  


Disney World Magic Kingdom & Animal Kingdom to reopen — 3;
Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios to reopen — 7; Federal
taxes due — 7; MLB starts — 15; WNBA starts — 16; PLL starts — 17;
TED conference rescheduled — 18; Florida Bar exams begin in Tampa
— 20; NBA season restart in Orlando — 23; Christopher Nolan’s
“Tenet” premieres (rescheduled) — 23; NHL resumes — 24; Florida
primaries for 2020 state legislative/congressional races — 41;
Democratic National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 42; "Mulan”
premieres (rescheduled) — 44; Indy 500 rescheduled — 46;
Republican National Convention begins in Charlotte — 47; NBA draft
lottery — 48; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 51; U.S. Open begins
— 54; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 58; Rescheduled running of
the Kentucky Derby — 59; Rescheduled date for French Open — 74;
First presidential debate in Indiana — 83; "Wonder Woman" premieres
— 86; Preakness Stakes rescheduled — 87; First vice presidential


Days until
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debate at the University of Utah — 91; NBA season ends (last possible
date) — 97; Second presidential debate scheduled at Miami — 99; NBA
draft — 100; Wes Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres —
100; NBA free agency — 103; Third presidential debate at Belmont —
106; 2020 General Election — 118; “Black Widow” premieres — 123;
NBA 2020-21 training camp — 127; Florida Automated Vehicles
Summit — 135; “No Time to Die” premieres — 135; NBA 2020-21
opening night — 146; “Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 168; Super
Bowl LV in Tampa — 214; New start date for 2021 Olympics — 380;
“Jungle Cruise” premieres — 388; “Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel
premieres — 485; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 583; “Doctor
Strange in the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 625; “Black
Panther 2” premieres — 667; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse”
sequel premieres — 821.


  


“Florida tops 200,000 coronavirus cases” via Christine Sexton of the
News Service of Florida — More than 4,600 health care providers in


Corona Florida
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Florida received at least $1.7 billion in interest-free federal loans meant
to prevent massive job layoffs, a review of data released by the federal
government shows. The loans, which went to providers ranging from
pediatricians to pharmacists to hospice providers and nearly everything
in between, helped keep 200,000 jobs. The majority of the 4,637 Florida
health care companies included in the data released by the Small
Business Association applied for loans in the $150,000 to $300,000
range. Twenty-two companies, though, were awarded loans between
$5 million and $10 million, the highest amounts allowable under the
Paycheck Protection Program, passed by Congress in April to bolster
businesses during the economic downturn caused by the COVID-19
pandemic.


“Florida still not reporting how many hospitalized with COVID-19.
Ron DeSantis won’t say why.” via Samantha J. Gross of the Miami
Herald — Under pressure last week as COVID-19 hospitalizations
soared in Florida, DeSantis’ office said the state would start reporting
daily hospitalization data for all 67 counties. DeSantis, however,
refused to address the fact that the state has yet to make good on its
promise when asked by a Miami Herald reporter. “Obviously not
everything is presented in this report but just an unbelievable amount of
data is available,” DeSantis said at an indoor press conference held at
Florida’s 12th COVID-only nursing facility near Miami International
Airport.


Ron DeSantis is staying tightlipped about exactly how many people are
hospitalized in Florida with COVID-19.


“DeSantis touts Florida’s elder response as country’s best” via
Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — As Florida is seeing more people
hospitalized with COVID-19, DeSantis says the state is continuing to
improve hospital availability and protect the elderly. Emergency
department visits with symptoms of COVID-19 and the flu increased
throughout the month of June. And while ICUs still have available beds
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hospitals are having to isolate more individuals who test positive
despite entering the facilities for other ailments. During a Tuesday visit
to Miami Care Center, formerly the Pan American Hospital, DeSantis
highlighted COVID-19 outpatient nursing home facilities and anticipated
manpower assistance from the federal government.


“Sean Hannity, DeSantis talk virus” via AG Gancarski of Florida
Politics — DeSantis, on the Monday night edition of Hannity on the Fox
News Channel, got the friendliest possible forum to give his side of the
coronavirus narrative. Among the chyron graphics: How Florida
succeeded where New York failed. Pilloried all day Tuesday on CNN
and MSNBC, the Governor finally had what could be called equal time,
with Hannity cueing him up via an extended rant about New York's
Governor and COVID-19 deaths in nursing homes. Spinning Florida's
stats in the best possible way, Hannity served as hypeman for a
Governor who needed one.


“Former COVID-19 data scientist says older patients driving virus
surge” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics — The Governor
unceremoniously fired a data scientist who did key work on Florida’s
COVID-19 dashboard weeks ago, yet the person’s piercing critique of
the state’s approach to the virus fight continues. Rebekah Jones, in
Tuesday comments, continued her critique of information from the state
that she contends is less than accurate. Jones countered DeSantis‘
contentions on a number of fronts, including shifting rationales for what
caused the spike in diagnoses in recent weeks, such as the young
causing the spread. While there has been an “increase overall,” in
Southeast Florida, Jones noted that “we actually see a disproportionate
number of the older population.”


“Democrats: DeSantis’ virus inaction cost Floridian lives’” via Terry
Spencer and Bobby Caina Calvan of The Associated Press — Florida’s
Democratic congressional delegation blasted DeSantis’ response to the
coronavirus outbreak, saying that his refusal to issue statewide orders
requiring masks and impose tougher restrictions on businesses has
caused unneeded deaths and spread the disease. They called on the
Republican governor to close beaches and again close gyms and bar
inside dining at restaurants statewide. They said he has never met with
a bipartisan congressional delegation to discuss the virus and his
administration’s order Monday requiring school districts to reopen
classrooms this fall usurps local authority and endangers families.
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Democrats are accusing Ron DeSantis of inaction, which cost the lives of
hundreds of Floridians. Image via AP.


“Senate Democrats warn of looming COVID-19 storm, bash
DeSantis” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — Senate Democrats
hit DeSantis for what they call absent leadership in the state’s COVID-
19 response as the second wave of new diagnoses continues to build.
Senators called for a mask mandate, transparency in hospital data and
leadership on contact tracing and isolating positive individuals, calling
the state’s response “terrible.” With the Governor highlighting
transitional nursing homes for elderly patients who are stable enough to
not be hospitalized but still have the virus, incoming Senate Democratic
Leader Gary Farmer pointed to that as a silent admission that hospitals
are already feeling the strain. Lantana Democratic Sen. Lori Berman
added, “We are at a tipping point. We might even be beyond the tipping
point given the numbers that we’re seeing.”


“Can DeSantis force Florida schools to reopen in a pandemic?
Some school leaders doubt it” via Andrew Marra of the Palm Beach
Post — The emergency order — issued by state Education
Commissioner Richard Corcoran, the same day Donald Trump called
for schools to reopen — appeared at first to undermine the push by
some educators to keep classes online when the school year begins.
Though the order said schools can remain closed if county health
officials deem reopening too dangerous, a Corcoran spokeswoman
heaped doubt on that possibility. “Logically, I don’t think they could say
schools aren’t safe if they are allowing people to be out in public,”
Department of Education spokeswoman Cheryl Etters told the
Sarasota Herald-Tribune.


"School reopening plans due with three weeks" via the News
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Service of Florida — A day after Corcoran ordered Florida’s public
schools to reopen in August, state education officials held a webinar to
address questions about the mandate. K-12 Chancellor Jacob Oliva
told school district officials that they need to submit reopening plans
and agree to all the points in Corcoran’s emergency order by July 31.
For example, school districts need to assure the Florida Department of
Education that they agree to reopen next month and that they will offer
the full panoply of services required by law.


— “‘This is life or death’: Education union head voices grave
concerns over school reopenings” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida
Politics


—"‘It is just way too much’: Parents, teachers concerned as
Florida order requires schools to reopen next month" via News
Channel 8


  Corona local
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“DeSantis sends 100 nurses to Miami’s Jackson Health as it
struggles with COVID-19” via David Fleshler of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — About 100 nurses and other medical personnel will be sent
by the state to Jackson Health to help Miami’s public hospital system
cope with the surge of coronavirus cases. DeSantis announced the
decision Tuesday at a news conference in Miami, as the state posted
another 7,347 cases and the highest positivity rate since the beginning
of the epidemic. “I think that will be something that will be very useful for
them as they continue to deal not only with COVID- patients, but also
non-COVID patients,” DeSantis said. “So we’re happy to be able to be
supportive, and we’re standing by to do more as circumstances
warrant.”


Buckling under the pressure of rising COVID-19 cases, Ron DeSantis orders 100
nurses to Miami’s Jackson Health hospital. Image via the Miami Herald.


“Miami-Dade Mayor reverses course, will allow gyms to stay open
as COVID-19 cases rise” via David J. Neal of the Miami Herald —
People in Miami-Dade County will still be able to hit the I do not know
what is going on the Wi-Fi was everything checks out with the Wi-Fi
gym to regain their pre-pandemic bodies. Miami-Dade County Mayor
Carlos Giménez said gyms and fitness centers would remain open
under an emergency order that will go into effect Wednesday as his
response to a spike in the county’s COVID-19 cases, positive test rates,
hospitalizations and intensive care unit bed usage. He had originally
said gyms would shut down. Giménez was going to put restaurants
back under takeout and delivery only, then said Monday night that
outdoor seating would be allowed.


“South Florida students won’t be required to return to classrooms”
via Lois K. Solomon of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — South Florida
students likely won’t be required to return to brick-and-mortar
classrooms next month, despite a state order issued Monday that
mandates the opening of school five days a week when the new school
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year starts. The order leaves the decision to local officials based on
health considerations. South Florida school officials say it would be
difficult to have everyone return to school safely as the coronavirus
pandemic continues its relentless spread. “We do not see a realistic
path” to every school in the county opening five days a week this fall,
Superintendent Robert Runcie said during a Broward School Board
workshop on Tuesday.


“Broward clerk of courts hospitalized with coronavirus, she tells
event organizer” via Rafael Olmeda of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel
— Broward Clerk of Courts Brenda Forman has been hospitalized with
the new coronavirus, she has told an event organizer. Forman, 62, has
been running for reelection, touting her record as a manager and an
advocate for funding for her office. She was scheduled to speak
Monday at a virtual meeting of the Broward Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers, said the organization’s president, Ruby L. Green. “I
called her Sunday to confirm,” said Green, a candidate for Public
Defender. “She told me she would not be able to join us because she
was in the hospital with COVID-19.” Green announced the reason for
Forman’s absence during the meeting, which attracted 20 participants.
It was not recorded.


No bueno — “Fontainebleau Hotel announces more than 1,300
layoffs. No word on when it might rehire” via Rob Wile of the Miami
Herald — The spike in COVID-19 cases has led Miami Beach’s iconic
Fontainebleau Hotel to lay off 1,309 workers indefinitely, according to a
filing with the state. In a letter dated June 23 and published on the
Florida Department of Economic Opportunity’s website Tuesday, a
hotel official said that after recent national media reporting on increased
COVID-19 cases in Florida, it had seen a rapid decline in leisure room
night bookings. “This weekend alone thousands of group and leisure
rooms have been canceled,” it said, referring to the weekend of June
19.


“‘Things are not getting better ... they are getting worse,’ Fire Chief
says” via Jane Musgrave of The Palm Beach Post — Palm Beach
County children are showing long-term lung damage from COVID-19,
two firefighters are in intensive care and hospital admissions, along with
cases, are spiking, two top county officials said Tuesday, painting a
grim picture of the continuing toll of the pandemic. “Certainly, all
indications are things are not getting better, they are not getting steady,
they are getting worse,” Palm Beach County Fire Rescue Chief
Reginald Duren told county commissioners, adding that 109
firefighters are in quarantine. His remarks came after Palm Beach
County Health Director Dr. Alina Alonso said the county is failing to
meet four of the six benchmarks that it must hit to declare that the
deadly coronavirus is under control.


“Lake Worth Beach businesses targeted with anti-mask signs” via
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Jorge Millan of the Palm Beach Post — Several businesses in the area
were the targets over the weekend of a flyer-packing protester pushing
back against Palm Beach County’s mandated use of face masks to
combat the coronavirus epidemic. The flyers, including one
encouraging customers to “ASSERT YOUR RIGHTS,” were taped to
storefront windows using blue tape. Stores and shops requiring patrons
to use face masks appeared to be the primary focus of the mischief.
Heidi Ferguson, who owns Stitches & Rust, said she had a small sign
outside her vintage clothing and housewares shop detailing the
county’s ordinance passed last month requiring residents and visitors to
wear facial coverings inside buildings such as grocery stores and
restaurants. “Just an ordinary sign. Nothing that would cause outrage.”







Signs like this are popping up around Lake Worth businesses that require masks
to enter. Image via the Palm Beach Post.


Duh — “Ravens QB Lamar Jackson cancels weekend event in
South Florida, where COVID-19 cases are surging” via Jonas
Shaffer of the Baltimore Sun — Ravens quarterback and South Florida
native Jackson has canceled his annual “Funday with LJ” event this
weekend in Broward County, a spokesperson for the event confirmed
Tuesday. With strict social-distancing guidelines in place amid the
coronavirus pandemic, the city of Pompano Beach had set limits on the
event’s attendance, the spokesperson said. Because of the number of
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people already registered for the event, Jackson decided to cancel the
event rather than turn away any. On Monday, Jackson had shared a
flyer on Instagram for the two-day event, which advertised some of the
activities available — flag football games, Go-Karts, waterslides — and
noted, in smaller print, that children had to sign a waiver to participate.


  


“5 Central Florida hospitals hit ICU capacity, but region still has
beds available for any COVID-19 surge” via Naseem Miller of the
Orlando Sentinel — Intensive care units at several hospitals in Central
Florida were at full capacity, as the state reported more than 6,000 new
cases of coronavirus and 47 deaths. Orlando Health ORMC, Orlando
Health Dr. P. Phillips Hospital, AdventHealth Kissimmee, AdventHealth
Winter Park and Poinciana Medical Center had no ICU capacity,
according to data from the Agency for Health Care Administration,
which provides only a snapshot in time. But the picture is more
promising when all available ICU beds are averaged for each county:
Orange County had 17% overall ICU bed availability, Lake had 17%,
Osceola had 12% and Seminole had 10%.


Some hospitals in Central Florida are hitting the limit for available ICU beds, but
the overall region is still in decent shape.


“Orange teachers protest reopening schools, as school board
discusses coming academic year” via Leslie Postal of the Orlando
Sentinel — In cars decorated with homemade signs that read, “Keep


More local
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schools closed. Keep teachers safe” and “How many students must
die?” dozens of Orange County schoolteachers paraded around their
school district’s headquarters Tuesday, urging school leaders not to
open campuses for in-person classes next month. The car parade and
protest was organized by the local teachers union to coincide with the
Orange County School Board meeting to discuss how to reopen
schools in the middle of the coronavirus pandemic.


“Hillsborough schools to require masks for students, staff” via
Jeffrey S. Solochek and Marlene Sokol of the Tampa Bay Times —
When students and staff return to Hillsborough County schools in
August, they will need to have masks. Superintendent Addison Davis
announced Monday that he had changed his view, which had been to
encourage but not require facial coverings, after consulting with several
medical, education and community leaders, as well as hearing from
many angry parents. “This is a movement that must be taken in order to
protect our children,” Davis said. “My responsibility is to take every
proactive step I can to prevent the spread of COVID-19.” The plan, he
explained, is to have students and staff, visitors and vendors, wear
facial coverings in any shared space where social distancing cannot
occur. That includes classrooms, hallways and buses.


“On further review, concealed permit holders aren’t exempt from
Hillsborough mask order” via Charlie Frago of the Tampa Bay Times
— Concealed weapons permit holders are not exempt from a county
order on face mask requirements. Hillsborough County officials said
Tuesday. Its Emergency Policy Group discussed inaccurate information
Monday. Further legal research showed there was no such provision in
state law, a county spokeswoman said. The county’s Emergency Policy
Group voted Monday to tweak its mask order. One of the changes was
to clarify that the county measure didn’t conflict with state law regarding
concealed carry permit holders.


“Pinellas County sees uptick in ICU bed use for COVID-19 patients,
but surge bed capacity is unclear” via Veronica Brezina-Smith of the
Tampa Bay Business Journal — Hospitals in Pinellas County are losing
space for COVID-19 patients as more are being admitted to intensive
care unit beds. But county commissioners said the hospital systems
stand by their initial statements that they have enough resources for a
surge. More than 100 COVID-19 patients are being treated in ICU beds
in Pinellas County, or 32 percent, which is due to more severe life-
threatening cases, Pinellas County commissioners said during a virtual
board meeting. Pinellas County Health Director Dr. Ulyee Choe said
there is a direct link between bed capacity and workforce. The more
nurses and staff members a hospital system has is correlated to the
number of beds hospitals can manage during a surge.


“St. Pete plans to open coronavirus testing site at Mahaffey
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Theater” via Veronica Brezina-Smith of the Tampa Bay Business
Journal — The city of St. Petersburg is preparing to open a COVID-19
testing site at the Mahaffey Theater. The city is working with the county
and state on the new test site, St. Pete Mayor Rick Kriseman said
during a news conference at the city's emergency operations center.
"One of our goals is to see an increase in testing," Kriseman said.
Following the announcement, the Mayor tweeted more details about the
site. The tests will be free and will be given regardless if someone is or
isn't presenting symptoms. It will also be drive-thru only with a limit of
four people per car. The site will be open for testing on Tuesday
through Sunday from 11 a.m.-7 p.m.


“Some Tampa Bay restaurants choosing to close amid safety
concerns and dwindling sales” via Helen Freund of the Tampa Bay
Times — Absent any reopening rollbacks at the state or local level, a
growing number of Tampa Bay restaurant owners are deciding to
temporarily close their businesses, either shutting the doors altogether
or staying open for to-go and delivery service. Their reasons vary, but
usually include some combination of general safety concerns, declining
sales and an increasing number of restaurant employees testing
positive for the virus. It’s not an easy decision. Many restaurant owners
are still trying to dig themselves out of the financial hole caused by a
roughly six-week state-mandated shutdown, and most have said PPP
funds won’t be enough to sustain the industry in the long run, especially
for those who haven’t received rent abatement from their landlords.


“Mask ordinance fails at Cape Coral council meeting” via Anika
Henanger, Taylor Petras and Jack Lowenstein of WINK — The motion
to approve a face mask ordinance in the City of Cape Coral failed
during the Monday Cape Coral City Council meeting. Council decided
to strongly recommend the use of masks out in public and to stick to
education of mask use and public safety during the coronavirus
pandemic. Public commenters showed up again in large number to be
heard by the mayor and council. The messages from the public varied
between approval and disdain for the ordinance that eventually failed.


“Fort Myers church fires back at social media claims it
intentionally exposed members to COVID-19” via Frank Gluck of the
Fort Myers News-Press — A Fort Myers church attended by a 17-year-
old Lee County girl who died last month from COVID-19 strongly denied
social media allegations that it intentionally exposed members to the
coronavirus and ignored safety guidelines on masks and social
distancing. In a Facebook post on Tuesday, First Assembly of God
called any such claims “false and defamatory.” … “Those allegations
are absolutely false and are based upon irresponsible speculation and
inaccurate information,” the statement reads. “Because those false
reports have been picked up, perpetuated and posted throughout
national, local and social media, the church has been subject to a
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relentless attack and finds itself forced to make this statement in an
effort to get the truth out.”


Carsyn Davis of Fort Myers died of COVID-19 after attending a church service
that some allege intentionally exposed members to the virus. The church is firing


back on those accusations.


“High levels of COVID-19 have been found in Florida sewage, but a
local spill hasn't been tested” via Beau Zimmer of Tampa Bay 10 —
After 25 million gallons of raw sewage was discovered leaking from a
broken pipe into Sarasota Bay, the town of Longboat Key and
environmental crews began testing for the standard environmental
hazards … E. coli and fecal coliform. Both can cause environmental
damage or even make people sick. But no one thought to test for
something else that could cause contamination: COVID-19. “Our
wastewater is chuck full the virus,” said Dr. Aileen Marty, an infectious
disease doctor who has been following studies on high levels of
COVID-19 in the sewer systems of South Florida. “As long as we have
COVID circulating in our population and people using the sewer
systems to relieve themselves, that wastewater is going to have virus in
it,” Dr. Marty said.


“UCF has spent nearly $5 million on COVID-19 safety measures”
via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — As one of the largest
universities in the nation, UCF has the tall task of protecting more than
69,000 students and more than 13,500 employees, some of whom may
be on campus at anytime come Fall. The cost of UCF’s COVID-19
measures has prompted the university to adjust its budget to help
manage the continuing expenses. The university may also consider
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other budget alternatives such as hiring and purchasing freezes.
Documents show that UCF will also utilize disinfectant foggers that can
kill viruses on contact and post signs that encourage social distancing
and the use of masks. No costs, however, were provided for those
items.


“Orlando Magic player tests positive for COVID-19; Markelle Fultz
delays entering NBA bubble” via Roy Parry of the Orlando Sentinel —
The Orlando Magic entered the NBA bubble Tuesday without an
unidentified player, who tested positive for COVID-19, and Fultz, whose
entry was delayed due to a personal issue. Magic president of
basketball operations Jeff Weltman said during a videoconference with
reporters on Tuesday that Fultz is dealing with a personal matter
unrelated to the virus. His absence is excused and the league is aware
of his situation, according to Weltman. He said Fultz is following all
safety protocols and expects a “seamless transition” for the guard’s
return, although Weltman did not have a specific timetable for when that
will be.


  


“U. S. cases rise 1.8%; Texas infections hit record: Virus update”
via Bloomberg — Coronavirus cases in the U.S. rose 1.8% as
compared to the same time yesterday to 2.96 million, according to data.
That matched the average daily increase over the past week and
marked a fourth day in which new cases topped 50,000. Deaths rose
0.6% to 130,813. New cases in Texas topped 10,000 for the first time,
rising by 5%, or 10,028, from Monday to 210,585. That exceeded the
seven-day average daily increase of 3.9%. Sixty more people died, a
2.3% increase, versus an average 1.4% rise over the previous seven
days. An additional 588 hospitalized with COVID-19 also topped the
state’s seven-day average.


Corona nation
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Betty DeVos and the White House leaned on the CDC to justify reopening
schools.


“White House leans on CDC, pediatricians to argue for reopening
schools” via Nicole Gaudiano of POLITICO — The push to reopen
comes as parents agonize over whether it will be safe to send their kids
back to school this fall and districts wrestle with whether and how to
conduct classes. Reopening is vital not just to get the economy going,
but to Trump’s reelection prospects. The campaign may be banking on
the issue to revive his appeal among disaffected suburban women,
whose support will be key. The White House is leaning on CDC
reopening guidance and a report from the American Academy of
Pediatrics that details the importance of in-person learning and
“strongly advocates that all policy considerations for the coming school
year should start with a goal of having students physically present in
school.”


“Betsy DeVos blasts school districts that hesitate at reopening” via
Nicole Gaudiano of POLITICO — During a call with Governors, she
slammed the Fairfax, Virginia, district for its distance learning “disaster”
in the spring and offering a choice of only zero or two days of in-person
instruction moving forward. Earlier in the pandemic, DeVos had been
more open to kids learning both online and during in-person classes
“Education leaders need to examine real data and weigh risk …” she
said. HHS Secretary Alex Azar separately backed up DeVos, saying
parents should expect schools to deliver a safe learning environment
for their children, even during a pandemic. “We must reopen,” he said.
“We’ve got to get people back to work, back to school, back to health
care, because we can't stay locked in our homes forever.
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“Anthony Fauci warns U.S. is 'knee-deep' in first wave of
coronavirus cases and prognosis is 'really not good'” via Savannah
Behrmann of USA Today — Fauci, director of the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said that the U.S. handle on the
coronavirus outbreak is “really not good” and that action is needed to
curb the spread. In an interview via Facebook Live, the nation's top
infectious disease expert said, "We are still knee-deep in the first wave
of this. And I would say, this would not be considered a wave. It was a
surge, or a resurgence of infections superimposed upon a baseline."
New cases in the USA have reached record highs, climbing to about
50,000 a day. Nearly 3 million Americans have contracted the virus,
and more than 130,000 have died, according to data from Johns
Hopkins University.


“U.S. will pay $1.6 billion to Novavax for coronavirus vaccine” via
Katie Thomas of The New York Times — The federal government will
pay the vaccine maker Novavax $1.6 billion to expedite the
development of 100 million doses of a coronavirus vaccine by the
beginning of next year, the company said. The deal is the largest that
the Trump administration has made so far with a company as part of
Operation Warp Speed, the sprawling federal effort to make
coronavirus vaccines and treatments available to the American public
as quickly as possible. Operation Warp Speed is a multiagency effort
that seeks to carry out Trump’s pledge to make a coronavirus vaccine
available by the end of the year,


“Months into virus crisis, U.S. cities still lack testing capacity” via
Sarah Mervosh and Manny Fernandez of The New York Times — Lines
for coronavirus tests have stretched around city blocks and tests ran
out altogether in at least one site on Monday, new evidence that the
country is still struggling to create a sufficient testing system months
into its battle with COVID-19. At a testing site in New Orleans, a line
formed at dawn. But city officials ran out of tests five minutes after the
doors opened at 8 a.m., and many people had to be turned away.


“Protective gear for medical workers begins to run low again” via
Geoff Mulvihill and Camille Fassett of The Associated Press — The
personal protective gear that was in dangerously short supply during
the early weeks of the coronavirus crisis in the U.S. is running low again
as the virus resumes its rapid spread and the number of hospitalized
patients climbs. A national nursing union is concerned that gear has to
be reused. A doctors association warns that physicians’ offices are
closed because they cannot get masks and other supplies. And
Democratic members of Congress are pushing the Trump
administration to devise a national strategy to acquire and distribute
gear in anticipation of the crisis worsening into the fall. “We’re five
months into this and there are still shortages of gowns, hair covers,
shoe covers, masks, N95 masks,” said Deborah Burger, president of
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National Nurses United.


Protective gear for medical workers is once again in short supply.


“Why does coronavirus hit Hispanics harder? Reasons might be
found in Wimauma.” via Juan Carlos Chavez of the Tampa Bay Times
— About half the COVID-19 cases reported nationwide include data on
ethnicity (or 1.06 million) of them. Hispanics make up more than a third
of these cases, nearly twice their share of the population as a whole.
The number of coronavirus deaths among Hispanics as of Thursday
was 14,572, about 18 percent of the total where ethnicity was reported.
Studies are underway to explain the trend, but biological factors likely
are not a reason. More likely are factors that were in place long before
the COVID-19 pandemic was declared March 11, Dr. Marissa Levine
said, factors like the limits experienced by many Hispanics in
educational attainment, employment opportunities, transportation,
health care access, food security and housing.


  


“Virus loans helped entities tied to Donald Trump evangelical
allies” via Elana Schor of The Associated Press — Those receiving
loans include the City of Destiny, the Florida church that Trump’s
personal pastor and White House faith adviser Paula White-Cain calls
home. The City of Destiny got between $150,000 and $350,000 from
the Paycheck Protection Program, or PPP. King Jesus International
Ministry, the Miami megachurch where Trump launched his evangelical
outreach push ahead of November’s election, received a loan of
between $2 million and $5 million according to the data. That church’s
pastor, Guillermo Maldonado, was also among a group of faith


Corona economics
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leaders who met and prayed with Trump at the White House last fall.


Senior Pastor Dr. Robert Jeffress addresses attendees before Vice President
Mike Pence made comments at First Baptist Church Dallas during a Celebrate


Freedom Rally. Several of Donald Trump’s evangelical allies are beneficiaries of
the PPP program. Image via AP.


“Federal pandemic loans flow to health providers” via Christine
Sexton of the News Service of Florida — More than 4,600 health care
providers in Florida received at least $1.7 billion in interest-free federal
loans meant to prevent massive job layoffs, a News Service of Florida
review of data released by the federal government shows. The loans,
which went to providers ranging from pediatricians to pharmacists to
hospice providers and nearly everything in between, helped keep
200,000 jobs. The majority of the 4,637 Florida health care companies
included in the data released by the Small Business Association applied
for loans in the $150,000 to $300,000 range. Twenty-two companies,
though, were awarded loans between $5 million and $10 million.


“Questions raised over how Florida Democratic Party scored
Paycheck Protection Program funds” via Scott Powers of Florida
Politics — The PPP was created to assist small businesses and
nonprofits in keeping their staffs employed through the coronavirus
crisis. But political parties are explicitly excluded from being eligible for
the PPP program. Building funds reportedly are not allowed to spend
any money that directly influences an election. That means the 100
employees cited for the Florida Democratic Party Building Fund ought
to be someone other than the Democratic Party’s staff. Who are they?
A spokesperson released a statement that read, “Congress passed
PPP to help ensure employers maintained payroll during this crisis and
to keep people employed — and that’s exactly what FDP did.”
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“Companies connected to Southwest Florida pols banked PPP
funds” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — A number of Southwest
Florida companies connected to prominent regional politics appeared
on a now-public list of businesses that received Payroll Protection
Program assistance. That included a number of law firms with sitting or
prospective officeholders on their payroll. Included on the list was
Sarasota 500, the corporate name for Sarasota Ford. The dealership
was one of the last that U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan owned for several
years, and is still owned by Buchanan’s son Matt. Several law firms
with lawmakers on the payroll ultimately ended up receiving funds.
Blalock Walters in Bradenton, where state Rep. Will Robinson serves
as a principal, collected between $350,000 and $1 million.


“Paycheck Protection Program loan keeps Seminole Boosters, Inc.
staffed during pandemic” via Curt Weiler of the Tallahassee
Democrat — One Florida State-affiliated organization has benefited
from the Paycheck Protection Program. A database released by the
United States Small Business Administration includes Seminole
Boosters, Inc., on its list of 82,708 small businesses or nonprofit
organizations that have received a million dollars or more in funding
from the Paycheck Protection Program. According to the database
listing, Seminole Boosters was approved for a loan between $1 million
to $2 million on April 14 in order to continue to support 54 jobs during
the pandemic. Andy Miller, President and CEO of Seminole Boosters,
confirmed to the Democrat that the organization received $1,017,455
through the Payroll Protection Program, but later returned $130,430
after a further review of the terms of the loan.


“United Airlines sees risk of stalled rebound on virus surge” via
Justin Bachman of Bloomberg — United Airlines Holdings Inc. warned
employees that a jump in coronavirus infections in parts of the South
and West is jeopardizing a nascent recovery for U.S. travel. The shares
plunged. The airline has seen a sharp drop in bookings, particularly at
its Newark, New Jersey hub, as states in the New York City metro area
add new quarantine rules for travelers, United executives told
employees Monday in a town hall meeting. United “expects demand to
remain suppressed until a widely accepted treatment and/or vaccine for
COVID-19 is available,” the airline said.


“A million jobs lost: A ‘heart attack’ for the NYC economy” via
Patrick McGeehan of The New York Times — New York City, hit hard
by the coronavirus pandemic, is mired in the worst economic calamity
since the financial crisis of the 1970s, when it nearly went bankrupt.
The city is staggering toward reopening with some workers back at their
desks or behind cash registers, and on Monday, it began a new phase,
allowing personal-care services like nail salons and some outdoor
recreation to resume. Even so, the city’s unemployment rate is hovering
near 20% — a figure not seen since the Great Depression. What was
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intended as a “pause” has dragged on so long that for many workers,
furloughs are turning into permanent job losses.


  


“Brazil's Jair Bolsonaro tests positive for COVID-19 after months
of dismissing the seriousness of the virus” via Tara John, Marcia
Reverdosa and Taylor Barnes of CNN — Bolsonaro has tested
positive for COVID-19, following months of downplaying the virus.
Bolsonaro himself announced the result, speaking on Brazilian TV
channels. "Everyone knew that it would reach a considerable part of the
population sooner or later. It was positive for me," he said, referring to
the COVID-19 test he took Monday. "On Sunday, I wasn't feeling very
well. On Monday, it got worse when I started feeling tired and some
muscle pain. I also had a 38-degree [Celsius] fever. Given those
symptoms, the presidential doctor said there was suspicion of COVID-
19," Bolsonaro said, adding that he then went to the hospital to receive
a lung scan.


Karma in action: After months of flouting social distance guidelines, Brazilian
President Jair Bolsonaro tests positive for coronavirus. Image via Getty.


“The retired inventor of N95 masks is back at work, mostly for free,
to fight COVID-19” via Sydney Page of The Washington Post — Peter
Tsai retired two years ago, but the materials scientist says he’s never
been busier. When the novel coronavirus began gripping the globe in
March, Tsai was summoned from his short-lived retirement. He was in
urgent demand because he is the inventor who, in 1995, patented the
filtration material used in disposable N95 respirators. The coveted
masks are in short supply and are desperately needed by health care
workers and others who require protection from the highly contagious
coronavirus. Tsai started receiving a ceaseless torrent of calls and
queries from national labs, companies and health care workers in need


More corona
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of help.


“Millions of Americans have moved due to coronavirus” via
Breanna Bradham of Bloomberg — Three percent of U.S. adults have
moved either temporarily or permanently and 6% say that someone has
moved into their home because of COVID-19, according to new Pew
Research Center data. In total, more than one in five adults either
moved themselves, had someone move into their home, or knew
someone who did due to the virus. Nearly one in ten Americans aged
18 to 29 said they had moved because of the pandemic, and many of
them have returned home. Reducing the risk of contracting the virus
was the most common reason respondents said they moved (28%),
followed by the closure of college campuses (23%) and to be with
family (20%).


“The bank drive-through makes a COVID-19 comeback” via Orla
McCaffrey of The Wall Street Journal — Long before ATMs and online
banking, drive-through lanes were a popular customer convenience by
the 1950s. The digital age threatened the survival of the mechanical
systems, built on 19th-century technology, but COVID-19 has started to
reverse their declining fortunes. Banks are reopening decommissioned
and unused lanes. Some are installing new ones. Citigroup Inc.
reactivated about 30 drive-up teller windows after city and state
authorities started telling people to stay home. JPMorgan Chase & Co.,
Wells Fargo & Co., and Fifth Third also have added drive-through
capacity.


  


“White House struggles to explain Trump’s confederate flag
stance” via Jordan Fabian and Mario Parker of Bloomberg — The
White House struggled for a second day to explain Trump’s embrace of


Smoldering
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the Confederate flag, with one of his top aides saying the display of the
banner should be debated, not rejected outright. Kellyanne Conway,
the senior White House counselor, said in an interview that Trump
views the Confederate flag, which many views as a symbol of hate, as
a “freedom of speech issue.” “But I think it's a good conversation for this
country to have,” Conway said. “I have this same conversation with my
own children.”


White House spokespeople are tying themselves in knots trying to explain and
justify Donald Trump’s stance on the Confederate flag. Image via Bloomberg.


“Pentagon considering a base-wide ban on Confederate flags” via
Missy Ryan and Alex Horton of The Washington Post — Pentagon
leaders are considering a ban on Confederate flags at all bases, an
official said Monday, in another possible step in the military’s reckoning
with racism and its long acceptance of Civil War tributes. The official
said the draft policy being considered at the Pentagon’s highest levels
would build on recent moves by military services to bar Confederate
symbols on facilities they control and, if approved, would represent the
first Defense Department-wide prohibition of such iconography.


“What it can cost to get arrested at a protest” via Samantha Fields of
Marketplace — Protesters get arrested all the time. No big deal. That’s
what D’Angelo Sandidge thought, before it happened to him. “Like,
OK, they’ll hold you for 24 hours, and then they’ll release you,” he said.
But for Sandidge, one of thousands of people arrested in recent days at
protests around the country over systemic racism, police brutality and
the killing of George Floyd, there have been significant lingering
effects. Sandidge was caught and arrested for violating curfew and for
resisting arrest by flight. He was held for more than 24 hours, during
which he missed the orientation for his new job.
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“Facebook fails to appease organizers of ad boycott” via Mike Isaac
and Tiffany Hsu of The New York Times — Mark Zuckerberg and
Sheryl Sandberg, Facebook’s two top executives, met with civil rights
groups on Tuesday in an attempt to mollify them over how the social
network treats hate speech on its site. But the CEO and COO failed to
win critics over. For more than an hour over Zoom, the duo, along with
other Facebook executives, discussed the company’s handling of hate
speech with representatives from the Anti-Defamation League, the
NAACP, Color of Change and other groups. The groups said they
discussed several demands to help prevent vitriol and hate from
spreading on the site. Zuckerberg and Sandberg agreed to hire a civil
rights position, but they did not come to a resolution on most other
requests.


“Goodbye, Columbus: The District of Columbia needs a new name”
via Dana Milbank of The Washington Post — If we can drink beer and
eat corned beef on St. Patrick’s Day, surely all Americans can enjoy
Barolo and Bolognese once a year — and the Indigenous people
whose ruin Christopher Columbus set in motion should have their
day, too. But this still leaves a glaring problem behind: a 68-square-mile
monument to Columbus here in the mid-Atlantic. It is time for the
District of Columbia to say goodbye, Columbus — and get itself a new
name. As it happens, the House has already approved one. On June
26, Democrats approved, on a party-line vote, H.R. 51, the Washington,
D.C. Admission Act, welcoming the nation’s capital as a state, with two
Senators and a new name: “Washington, Douglass Commonwealth.”


Remains of the Christopher Columbus statue near Little Italy after protesters
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ripped it from its pedestal and dragged it into the Jones Falls in Baltimore. Image
via Getty.


“Washington and Lee faculty vote to drop 'Lee' from name” via
Rachel Kogan of Campus Reform — The faculty at Washington and
Lee University voted Monday to remove the name of Confederate
general Robert E. Lee from the school. According to the Richmond
Times-Dispatch, the motion was approved during a meeting of 260
faculty members and Washington and Lee University President Will
Dudley via videoconference. Seventy-nine percent of faculty voted in
favor of the change. But some faculty members at the law school say
that removing Lee’s name is not enough, and they want Washington’s
name eliminated as well. “It is worth exploring why the faculty has
decided to make a collective statement on Lee and why the faculty has
not included a demand to drop Washington in their petition,” law
professor Brandon Hasbrouck wrote in a letter to Dudley. A motion to
amend the resolution to include the removal of Washington failed.


“Miami-Dade commission to vote on police oversight panel again”
via Alexi C. Cardona of the Miami New Times — For years, community
leaders have advocated for a review board to investigate citizen
complaints against Miami-Dade police officers. Now, a measure
reinstating a long-defunct civilian oversight panel will come up for a
public hearing and second vote during Wednesday's county
commission meeting. The county created a police oversight panel in
1980 following riots over the killing of Arthur McDuffie and the acquittal
of four Miami-Dade police officers who beat him with batons and
flashlights. The panel was defunded in 2009 because of the economic
recession. County Commissioner Barbara Jordan tried reviving the
panel in 2018 and commissioners passed the measure, but Mayor
Giménez vetoed it, saying he wasn't "entirely convinced" of the need.


“Confederate General statue no longer welcome in Lake County”
via Stephen Hudak of the Orlando Sentinel — After a two-year fight,
Edmund Kirby Smith’s future caretakers will have to find a new home
for the bronzed Jim Crow-era relic of the Florida-born military leader.
Lake County commissioners officially rejected the statue Tuesday.
Commission Chairman Leslie Campione authored the board’s one-
page letter to DeSantis citing the general’s lack of a “direct connection”
to Lake County for the decision that the Lake County Historical
Courthouse “is not an appropriate location for this particular artifact.”
The letter also cited the role the historic courthouse played in the
“Groveland Four” tragedy and “the division and strife created in our
community over the decision to place the Smith statue in this particular
location.”


“Pensacola Mayor Grover Robinson recommends removing
Confederate monument after staff report” via Jim Little of the
Pensacola News Journal — Robinson is endorsing a city staff report
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recommending the complete removal of the Confederate monument in
Lee Square. City Administrator Keith Wilkins sent a memo to the
mayor recommending the monument's complete removal from city
property after staff reviewed the history of the monument and found it
does not reflect the city's "current values nor strive to create a more
inclusive city." The Pensacola City Council will still have the final say on
the fate of the monument at a July 14 special meeting.


“St. Pete police say they will now ticket protesters for blocking
traffic” via Colin Wolf of Creative Loafing — In response to protesters
allegedly blocking roads, the St. Petersburg Police Department
announced today that they will now enforce stricter pedestrian traffic
rules. “For the safety of pedestrians and the community, St. Petersburg
officers will be enforcing pedestrian traffic rules,” said a statement. “At
first, officers will hand out flyers to educate and warn pedestrians,
including protesters. Citations will follow later this week with a $62.50
fine.” “Recent national incidents of vehicles striking protesters who were
blocking roadways highlight the importance of following the law and
staying clear of traffic,” said the statement.


St. Petersburg police will be ticketing protesters for blocking traffic.


“Milton residents voice opposition to potential 'Black Lives Matter'
mural on city street” via Annie Blanks of the Pensacola News Journal
— Activists had been planning to come to the city of Milton to request
permission to paint a "Black Lives Matter" street mural on a city street,
but before they could even make the request, dozens of "All Lives
Matter" supporters showed up to a City Council meeting to condemn
the approval of the painting. The issue was brought before the council.
Rumors began circulating on social media earlier in the day that Black
Lives Matter organizers were going to request permission to paint a city
street with the words "Black Lives Matter," similar to murals that have
been painted in Washington, D.C., Austin and, most recently,
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Pensacola. However, several people showed up to the City Council's
meeting Monday night to protest the approval of such a mural.


As it should be — “He screamed, ‘I feel threatened’ at Florida
Costco customers. Now he’s out of a job” via C. Isaiah Smalls II —
Florida was the center of another coronavirus confrontation this week.
This one involved a man who reacted badly after being asked to put on
a mask in a Costco store. In a video shared on Twitter, the man could
be seen screaming, “I feel threatened” at Costco customers in Fort
Myers. Now, 24 hours after the drama, he has lost his insurance job.
Daniel Maples was a salesman at Tedd Todd Insurance. His role in the
virus drama went viral on social media when Miami filmmaker Billy
Corben tweeted out the brief clip Monday evening.


  


“Trump will visit the Southern Command in Miami in a nod to
Venezuelan voters” via Nora Gámez Torres of the Miami Herald —
Trump will review the advance of a counternarcotics operation in the


D.C. matters
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Caribbean in a visit to the U.S. Southern Command in Doral. According
to the White House, the trip aims to highlight “his Administration’s
relentless, whole-of-government approach to curb the trafficking of
drugs into our country.” In April, Trump announced an enhanced
counternarcotics operation in the Caribbean and the eastern Pacific
near Central America. The operation has resulted in significant seizures
of narcotics totaling more than $1 billion.


Donald Trump will tour Southern Command in Miami. Image via AP.


“Florida's first aquatic preserve in 32 years a possible snag in
federal plans for drilling” via John Haughey of Center Square Florida
— DeSantis has made water quality improvements through
environmental regulation a priority of his administration. In his 18
months in office, DeSantis has launched a four-year, $2.5 billion plan to
address water quality issues in the Everglades, receiving more than
$640 million in this year’s budget. DeSantis also has prevailed upon
lawmakers to adopt several key policy directives, such as the newly
minted Clean Waterways Act, which includes initiatives to reduce
nutrient-laden runoff into state waters and increases environmental
fines by 50 percent. As a part of that effort, DeSantis resigned House
Bill 1061, which designates about 800 square miles of Gulf of Mexico
coastal waters off Citrus, Hernando and Pasco counties, including
400,000 acres of seagrass, as the Nature Coast Aquatic Preserve.


  


“Florida announced as participant in new automated vehicle
initiative” via WJNO — The U.S. Department of Transportation has
announced Florida as one of its first participants in the Automated


Statewide
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Vehicle Transparency and Engagement for Safety Testing Initiative, a
new USDOT-led effort to improve the safety and testing transparency
for automated driving systems. “The AV-TEST Initiative is a
monumental step into the future of automated vehicles, and we are
proud Florida is one of the first states to participate in such an important
effort led by USDOT and the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration,” said Florida Department of Transportation Secretary
Kevin J. Thibault, P.E.


Florida will be among the first in the Automated Vehicle Transparency and
Engagement for Safety Testing Initiative.


“Despite Governor’s veto, Tarpon Springs still plans to dredge
Anclote River” via Rebecca Torrence of the Tampa Bay Times — Last
week, DeSantis vetoed $812,100 in state funding to dredge the Anclote
River, but Tarpon Springs says they can pay the difference. The
dredging project would remove nearly two decades’ worth of silt and
sediment from the river, restoring the Anclote to its normal depth of 11
feet, deep enough to support commercial fishing boats and waterfront
tourism. Tarpon Springs has already secured more than $4.5 million to
dredge the federal channel. The $812,100 that the city requested from
the State of Florida would have gone toward dredging the extended
turning basin, which is outside of federal jurisdiction.


“Complaints detail accusations against Palm Coast mayor” via
Frank Fernandez via The Daytona Beach News-Journal — A complaint
filed with the state’s Ethics Commission claims Palm Coast Mayor
Milissa Holland misused her office and violated the city’s charter to
benefit her employer, Coastal Cloud. The city’s compliance manager,
Jay Maher, filed the complaint against Holland with the Florida
Commission on Ethics earlier this year. He also sent a separate
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complaint letter to the State Attorney’s Office regarding possible
violations of public records laws by several city officials involving emails
from Holland in which she discusses Coastal Cloud. “On many
occasions over the last year the mayor has interfered with the
performance of City of Palm Coast employees in violation of section 11
of the city charter,” Maher wrote in his ethics complaint.


“Why are mosquitoes so bad in Florida this summer and how can
we stop them?” via Gabrielle Calise of the Tampa Bay Times — Does
it seem buggier than normal this year? Or does it just feel that way as
friends opt for outdoor socialization in the time of COVID-19? (The
WHO has said that the novel coronavirus cannot be transmitted via
mosquitoes). John Bell, the f entomologist at TruGreen, chatted with
the Tampa Bay Times to answer our mosquito questions. “Looking at
this year, we had a very mild winter. There wasn’t a lot of suppression
of mosquitoes. We had early spring, which means our temperatures
here in Florida especially rose fairly quickly. We also had a lot of
rainfall. So those two factors allow mosquitoes to begin to reproduce.
And because of reproducing early, more generations can be produced
over the course of the year.”


  


New and renewed lobbying registrations:


Michael Corcoran, Matt Blair, Jacqueline Corcoran, Will Rodriguez,
Andrea Tovar, Corcoran Partners: Meat Market Tampa


Jorge Chamizo, Charles Dudley, Melissa Ramba, Floridian Partners:
NACM of Tampa, Naples Botanical Garden


Douglas Darling, DDarling Consulting: Microbemauraders


Frank Mayernick, Tracy Mayernick, Rob Johnson, The Mayernick
Group: FFT Partners


Lobby regs


  


Ballard Partners is launching a scholarship fund to honor the memory of
lobbyist Gregory Turbeville, who died last week at the age of 49.


“The loss of Greg Turbeville has been heartbreaking for the entire
Ballard Partners family. We all lost a favorite colleague and dear friend.
In our grief, we have been inspired to create a living tribute to honor
Greg’s blessed memory. The firm has endowed ‘The Gregory Turbeville
Scholarship Fund’ within the FSU College of Music,” firm founder Brian
Ballard wrote in a statement.


In memoriam
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Ballard Partners is launching a scholarship fund in memory of the late lobbyist
Gregory Tuberville, who died last week.


“The Scholarship fund will honor Greg’s lifelong passion for music.
While many knew Greg as a master of public policy and legislative
process during his tenure with our firm and during his public service for
Florida Gov. Jeb Bush and Speaker of the House John Thrasher,
those who knew Greg well also admired his deep love of music, as well
as his enthusiastic support for all things Garnet and Gold,” Ballard said.


The scholarship will support students who demonstrate exceptional
academic achievement and financial need.


Friends of Turbeville can help fund the scholarship with donations made
payable to the FSU Foundation.


Check payments should include the “Gregory Turbeville Scholarship
Fund” in the memo line.


Online contributions can be made via foundation.fsu.edu, with the
“Gregory Turbeville Scholarship Fund” listed in the notes section.


“As soon as we can all safely gather together, we will host a
Celebration of Life for all those who knew and loved Greg, and we will
announce the date, time and location once it is scheduled. We ask that
you please keep Greg’s family in your prayers during this difficult time,”
Ballard concluded.


Turbeville had a long career in Florida politics, serving as Chief of Staff
to Thrasher in the Florida House and later as Bush’s policy director.
Appointed by then-Gov. Charlie Crist, Turbeville also served on the
Florida Taxation and Budget Reform Commission, which made
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recommendations for revisions to Florida’s Constitution.


  


“Elections official appointed by Florida’s top Trump supporter
says president is wrong about claims of mail-voting fraud” via
Anthony Man of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Trump’s repeated,
emphatic assertions that voting by mail is riddled with fraud and a way
to rig the election are wrong. So says the supervisor of elections in
Palm Beach County — the place Trump considers home and where he
himself votes by mail. And the elections supervisor who refuted Trump’s
claims was appointed to the job last year by DeSantis, one of Trump’s
most prominent allies. DeSantis has supported Trump, and Trump has
supported DeSantis. “No, he is not correct,” Wendy Sartory Link said
about Trump’s assertions. Link is now running to retain the job she was
appointed to last year after DeSantis suspended the previous county
supervisor of elections, Susan Bucher.


2020


  


“Trump’s convention bash upended by Florida’s coronavirus
crisis” via Marc Caputo and Gary Fineout of POLITICO — With
coronavirus cases skyrocketing in Florida as Trump's poll numbers drop
in his must-win battleground state, it looks like the President won't get
his full-blown festivities there. DeSantis, a close Trump ally, refused to
say whether he would lift a rule mandating that indoor gatherings stay
under 50 percent capacity — which would hold the Jacksonville
convention to 7,500 people. Two octogenarian GOP senators, Lamar
Alexander and Chuck Grassley, announced they wouldn’t attend the
convention amid the pandemic, which has hit the elderly the hardest.


Convention countdown
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Tweet, tweet — @JenniferJJacobs: Trump told @greta “flexible” on
GOP convention in Jax. “When we signed a few weeks ago, it looked
good. And now all of a sudden it's spiking up a little bit and that's going
to go down. It really depends on the timing. ... We can do a lot of things,
but we're very flexible.”


“Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry in self-quarantine after exposure
to COVID-19” via Mike Mendenhall of the Jacksonville Daily Record —
Curry made the revelation during a virtual news conference on July 7.
Curry said he was exposed during a recent family vacation with
someone who later tested positive and was symptomatic. Curry says he
was tested after the exposure and is negative. The Mayor told members
of the news media that he learned of his COVID-19 exposure July 5
and was hosting the news conference from his home instead of City
Hall “as a precaution.” “I remain in constant contact with my team at
City Hall, emergency management and health care leaders as we
continue to respond to this pandemic,” he said.


Lenny Curry is in self-quarantine after exposure to COVID-19.


“Republican National Convention will test Jacksonville attendees
daily for coronavirus” via Caroline Kelly and Fredricka Schouten of
CNN — Erin Isaac, the spokeswoman for the host committee of the
Jacksonville portion of the convention, said in an emailed memo that
"everyone attending the convention within the perimeter will be tested
and temperature checked each day." When reached by CNN, Isaac
repeated that attendees would be tested for COVID-19 and not just
receive a more simple health screening. A party official said the GOP
will be laying out more information on how the testing and other health
protocols will work as the convention gets closer. If Republicans stick to
the itinerary they previously planned, Trump will give his acceptance
speech there at the VyStar Veterans Memorial Arena on August 27, the
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last day of the convention.


“Why the Paul McCartney shoutout in Jacksonville’s RNC video
raised some eyebrows” via Emily Bloch of The Florida Times-Union —
“We’ve hosted the Super Bowl, the Rolling Stones, McCartney and Tim
McGraw,” Jacksonville Mayor Curry said. Just six days earlier, the
former Beatles frontman shared some thoughts about the band’s 1960s
trip to Jacksonville — in support of Black Lives Matter. “In 1964, The
Beatles were due to play Jacksonville in the U.S. and we found out that
it was going to be a segregated audience,” McCartney wrote in an
Instagram post. “It felt wrong. We said ‘We’re not doing that!’”


  


“Latest poll: Casey Askar, Byron Donalds lead crowded primary in
CD 19” via Jacob Ogles of Florida politics — Naples businessman
Askar holds the lead in a crowded Republican field vying in CD 19.
That’s according to a St. Pete Polls survey, lawmaker Donalds is in a
strong second place. The poll of likely Republican voters in the district


More from the trail
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pegged Askar’s support just above 30%. Donalds was the favorite of
nearly 26% of voters. St. Pete Polls reports a margin of error of 4.3%.
Dr. William Figlesthaler came in third with under 16%. House
Republican Leader Dane Eagle sits in fourth with under 8%, ahead of
Fort Myers Mayor Randy Henderson at around 5%. With only 12% of
respondents undecided, the results suggest any path to victory for
these candidates means cutting into Askar’s or Donalds’ support.


Casey Askar and Byron Donalds are taking the lead in a crowded CD19 race.


“Set to become Florida House speaker, Miami’s Daniel Perez still
draws GOP primary” via David Smiley and Bianca Padro Ocasio of the
Miami Herald — In the years after they won leadership races to become
future speakers of the Florida House, neither Steve Crisafulli,
Corcoran, José Oliva nor Chris Sprowls faced primary challenges
from other Republicans. Perez was not so lucky. Just months after
Perez’s colleagues backed him in a competitive race to become the
likely Florida House speaker in 2024, the 33-year-old, two-term
incumbent from Miami-Dade County drew an opponent from the right in
Florida’s House District 116. His rival in the Aug. 18 primary is the
ardently pro-Trump Gabriel Garcia.


“Randy Fine calls out opponent’s handling of rape allegations
against campaign manager” via Tyler Vazquez of Florida Today — In
an emotional news conference, Fine accused his Republican primary
opponent of dismissing sexual assault allegations against her campaign
manager. Marcie Adkins, who is running for Fine's District 53 seat
representing south Brevard, has defended herself as well as the
accused Robert "Bobby" Burns, who works on her campaign running
social media and communications. It When asked on Facebook by a
commenter if she wanted to "triple down" in defending her campaign
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manager, she replied "Triple the praise. He is an awesome guy."


“Ned Hancock, Kaylee Tuck hit mailboxes as HD 55 primary revs
up” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Flyers hit mailboxes
throughout House District 55 with rancher Ned Hancock promising a
“farmer’s work ethic” in fighting a pandemic. In a separate mailer, he
criticizes government officials who released prisoners or regulated
churches in the outbreak. It’s part of more than $60,000 in marketing
materials released by the Avon Park Republican. Financial reports on
spending from June 13-26 show he dropped $47,786 in those two
weeks alone ahead of the August 18 GOP primary. Republican
opponent Kaylee Tuck spent $24,226 in the same period of time. Both
candidates have raised more than six figures in the contest, with Tuck
tallying $114,662 plus a $5,000 loan while Hancock reported $216,197
worth of donations. Most of that will be spent before the August primary
for an open seat in a deep-red district.


“Christine Hunschofsky continues to rake in the cash in HD 96 bid”
via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Hunschofsky is keeping up her
advantage in House District 96, as she continues to outpace her
opponents in money raised. Hunschofsky added more than $12,000 in
the most recent fundraising report covering June 13-26. She’s now
raised nearly $57,000 since entering the race in late April and has
added more than $10,000 in self-loans as well. She retains nearly
$60,000 on hand. That’s leaps and bounds ahead of her next-closest
opponent, fellow Democrat Saima Farooqui. Farooqui has raised a
little over $4,200 and has less than $2,100 still on hand. Write-in
candidate Muhammad Amin, who qualified just before the state’s June
12 deadline, has not reported raising any money through June 26.
Amin’s entry means the Aug. 18 Democratic primary will be closed to
registered Democrats only.


Christine Hunschofsky is putting up some solid fundraising numbers in her bid for
House District 96.
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“Maureen Porras beats out HD 105 field in latest fundraising
report” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Porras came out on top in
the most recent fundraising reports for the House District 105 contest.
Porras is one of five candidates competing for the seat. She collected
more than $5,000 through her campaign from June 13-26, according to
newly-filed reports. New Leadership for Florida, a political committee
supporting her bid, added another $5,000. Porras has nearly $54,000
remaining in her war chest as she faces former HD 105 candidate
Javier Estevez in the Democratic primary. Estevez has been slow to
raise money so far. He added just over $1,600 in the most recent two-
week fundraising period, giving him a total this cycle of more than
$28,000 raised. Estevez also lent his campaign $2,500 in February. He
has less than $25,000 still on hand.


— “Meet Steven Meza, a Democrat running for Senate District 33”
via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


  


“Hialeah Mayor backs Alex Penelas in Miami-Dade County mayoral
race” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Hernández says he will
support Penelas as Penelas pushes to return to the office of County
Mayor in 2020. Penelas previously served as County Mayor from 1996-
2004. He’s one of seven candidates competing in the 2020 contest to
replace term-limited Mayor Giménez. “In difficult times, we realize the
importance of having true and proven leaders in our community who
focus on uniting, rather than dividing us,” Hernández said in a Tuesday
statement. “Leaders who know exactly what steps they must take to
help us overcome the crisis we are living through, both in terms of
health and the economy. That leader is Alex Penelas and that is why he
has my support, my family’s, and the support of the great community of
the City of Hialeah, to become the next mayor of the County.”


Epilogue — “David Straz’s campaign consultant files lawsuit for
more money” via Charlie Frago of the Tampa Bay Times — Bill
Fletcher made at least $2.8 million running Straz’s 2019 mayoral
campaign, the most expensive race by far in the city’s history and one
that ended in a lopsided loss for Fletcher’s candidate. Straz died in
November. But Fletcher says the philanthropist’s estate owes him more
money: $112,113 to be exact. The Nashville-based political consultant
filed suit in Hillsborough County against Straz’s estate last month,
saying Straz hadn’t reimbursed him for campaign expenses. Straz’s
campaign was almost wholly self-funded with the retired banker
spending more than $6 million in a bid that ended in a rout to Mayor
Jane Castor.


Down ballot
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Bill Fletcher was paid $2.8 million to help David Straz lose spectacularly. Now he
is looking for another $112,000.


  


“Bob Gualtieri: Criminal justice system is not static — it’s
constantly improving” via Florida Politics — The ACLU recently
published an article entitled, “Racial disparities in Florida’s criminal
justice system are shameful.” The article contained several false
statements and painted a bleak picture of our current criminal justice
system. Census data states 17% of Florida citizens are Black, while the
Florida Department of Corrections reports that 47% of men and women
in state prisons are Black. Those numbers cannot be disputed, but the
conclusion that Florida’s entire criminal justice infrastructure is racist is
too simple an answer. First, sheriffs agree there is always work to be
done in creating a better criminal justice system that is fair to all
citizens. Even today, there is no universal consensus among
researchers as to how race impacts these differences.


Top opinion


  


“DeSantis’ nonresponse to virus is biggest threat to Florida’s
economy” via Randy Schultz of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
DeSantis is lucky that Florida prohibits petitions to recall the governor.
He’s asking for one. On Monday, two days after the state set a national
record for COVID-19 cases in a 24-hour period, DeSantis declared, “I
think we’ve stabilized at where we’re at.” Pair that comment with the
governor’s previous eloquence as the surge grew: “We are where we
are.” The governor’s reckless indifference to the pandemic aligns with
that of his ventriloquist in the White House. DeSantis wants voters to


Opinions
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see the state’s economy recovering. So he closed down too late and,
like other Trump toadies, reopened too soon. Though DeSantis vowed,
“We’re not rolling back,” he’s already broken that vow. He closed bars
and allowed only curbside service. Meanwhile, plenty of other “rolling
back” proceeds.


“Florida Republicans screwed up COVID-19 response” via Luther
Campbell of the Miami New Times — The first failure in dealing with the
coronavirus was not making sure everyone had access to testing during
the early days of the pandemic in March. For instance, one of the first
testing centers at Hard Rock Stadium was initially for only first
responders. It took weeks to open it up to the public, but only after
critics like me raised hell about it. We should have been rolling out an
aggressive testing campaign to get ahead of the virus. Now, as Florida
continues to regularly break single-day records for new cases, we are
seeing local governments roll back testing sites. The City of Miami
recently closed a testing site at Charles Hadley Park in Liberty City, one
of the neighborhoods hit hardest by COVID-19. This is typical
mismanagement by a banana republic.


“Scared Whites will pick up a gun, but are too scared to face the
truth about themselves” via Leonard Pitts Jr. of the Miami Herald —
Certain incidents paint a grim picture of how many White Americans are
responding in this summer of racial justice uprising. Namely, with the
desperate panic of people who think the race war has come to their
doorsteps. They’re breaking out guns and circling the wagons in
defense of privilege and prerogative. It’s a dangerous, combustible
mindset, egged on by the arsonist in the White House. Which makes
one all the more thankful for those White people who have not lost their
minds. It cannot be easy to learn that much of what you’ve been taught
is a lie, that you are the product of a system designed to inculcate and
maintain racism in you, to ensure there are voices you never hear,
people you never see, stories you never know.
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Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran is ordering public schools to
fully reopen in August, regardless of the COVID-19 crisis.
Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman-Shultz says that’s unwise —
and unconstitutional.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— Gov. Ron DeSantis travels to Miami to announce the state is sending
100 nurses to help with the region’s spike in COVID-19. He claims it
wouldn’t be a problem is Floridians would only follow his game plan.


— However, the Governor’s guidelines were not mandatory, and
Democrats in Florida’s Congressional delegation say it’s time for
DeSantis to grow a spine. Congresswoman Donna Shalala says his
meek guidelines put lives at risk.


— The Democrats #1 ask of the Governor is a mandatory mask rule,


Today's Sunrise
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something he would rather leave to local officials. Miami-Dade Mayor
Giménez has already made them mandatory in his county, which is now
facing the worst surge in the state.


— But Gimenez has now walked back a couple of the new restrictions
— including those imposed on gyms and restaurants in his county. The
Miami Herald describes it as “moonwalking.”


— Checking-in with a Florida Man arrested for drunken driving on a
lawnmower.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“Colin Kaepernick’s deal with Disney includes a Jemele Hill project
at ESPN” via Kevin Draper of The New York Times — Colin Kaepernick
and the Walt Disney Company announced a production deal that will
see the activist quarterback produce “scripted and unscripted stories


Aloe



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkrolk-edrdjlhjd-nu/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkrolk-edrdjlhjd-pl/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkrolk-edrdjlhjd-pl/





that explore race, social injustice and the quest for equity” for the media
giant’s various platforms, including ESPN. Work has already begun on
a documentary series that will explore the last five years of
Kaepernick’s life, as he began kneeling during the playing of the
national anthem before N.F.L. games to protest racism and police
brutality.


“‘Hamilton’ drives up Disney Plus app downloads 74% over the
weekend in U.S.” via Todd Spangler of Variety — “Hamilton” delivered
for Disney Plus — with the musical movie of Lin-Manuel Miranda’s re-
imagining of the founding father’s life spurring a spike in app downloads
over its July Fourth weekend debut. The movie premiered on the
Disney Plus streaming service on Friday, July 3. From Friday through
Sunday, the Disney Plus app was downloaded 752,451 times globally,
including 458,796 times in the U.S., according to analytics firm
Apptopia. That means that in the U.S., the total Disney Plus downloads
were 74% higher than the average of the four weekends in June 2020
over comparable time periods.


The filmed version of ‘Hamilton’ helped push Disney+ downloads up 75%. Image
via Disney.


“Dress rehearsal performed for Disney cast members ahead of
official reopening” via FOX 35 Orlando — Walt Disney World is
preparing to reopen the first of its parks on Saturday and to get ready, a
dress rehearsal was performed for cast members on Tuesday. Cast
members were allowed to visit the Magic Kingdom, as the park tested
safety measures ahead of its official reopening. Both Magic Kingdom
and Animal Kingdom will open on Saturday, with Hollywood Studios
and Epcot following on Wednesday. Annual passholders will be the
next group to preview the parks, as they will be allowed to visit on the
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Magic Kingdom and Animal Kingdom on Thursday and Friday.
Reservations must be made to attend on these dates. Visit the Walt
Disney World website to do so.


  


Best wishes to Republican super activist Peter Cracchiolo. Belated
wishes to Caleb Orr, a policy adviser to Marco Rubio.


Happy birthday
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Jacksonville Bold  for 6.12.20 — Such a perfect day  


Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 6:27:49 PM


Such a perfect day


Tuesday was historic in Jacksonville, the culmination of several story
arcs and the beginning of new ones.


Before dawn, the 122-year-old Confederate monument in Hemming
Park was hauled away by a city crane.



mailto:peterschorsch@floridapolitics.com

mailto:pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhriklk-edrdjlhjd-j/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhriklk-edrdjlhjd-t/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhriklk-edrdjlhjd-t/





Jubilation. Image via USA Today.


Activists pressed for that for years. Jacksonville Jaguars players weighed
in also, calling for the monuments to come down.


And Mayor Lenny Curry, who resisted the call for five years, said that
change would happen and more would come.


Later in the day, the City Council passed, without discussion or drama, a
bill tightening up loose ends in Jacksonville’s Human Rights Ordinance,
which includes LGBT protections since 2017.


An appeals court found fault with the ratification of that expansion, but
the Council moved forward, and Curry said he’d sign the bill into law.


Is Jacksonville changing?


Absolutely.


But as those with long historical memories know, no change comes
without lots of effort here, and these sudden shifts took years to happen.


  


The recent announcement by President Donald Trump announced the
Republican National Convention would no longer be in Charlotte, North
Carolina. Several Florida locations were touted as possibilities.
Jacksonville was among those ready, willing and able to fill in.


RNC to Jax?
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Media reports now indicate the Jacksonville has been selected to co-
host a split convention. The business of the convention is expected to
remain in Charlotte.


Donald Trump is now floating the idea of a split convention with Jacksonville. Image
via AP/Alex Brandon.


The most prominent champion in Congress to haul in the event is St.
Augustine Republican Michael Waltz, who got on the phone with
Trump touting the idea of moving the convention. Waltz plugged both
Jacksonville and Orlando.


While Curry said he was ready to “welcome the opportunity” to host
the convention, Republican Rep. John Rutherford has not been
banging the drum to take on the rigors of hosting such an event. Along
with the realities of a pandemic, the law enforcement challenges in the
current environment are daunting.


That is part of the message spread by the region’s other member of
Congress, Democratic Rep. Al Lawson of Tallahassee. Lawson
acknowledged the economic jolt a convention would bring but said public
safety must be the top consideration.


“I do understand why mayors would say, ‘We want this convention,’
because it brings in a lot of money and a lot of resources,” Lawson told
WJCT’s Charles Griggs. “But with this pandemic and coronavirus that
we have, there’s going to have to be limitations wherever the
conventions go, whether the Democratic convention or the other
convention.”


If the reports are accurate, the city and the region had better be prepared
for the influx of out of town visitors with some looking to celebrate and



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhriklk-edrdjlhjd-o/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhriklk-edrdjlhjd-o/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhriklk-edrdjlhjd-b/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhriklk-edrdjlhjd-n/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhriklk-edrdjlhjd-n/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhriklk-edrdjlhjd-p/





others looking to protest.


  


Not quite. But two likely Congressional nominees lauded Jacksonville’s
decision to tear down one of its Confederate monuments this week.


Democrats laud Mayor’s move. Image via Action News Jax.


Democrat Donna Deegan, running in Florida’s 4th Congressional District
to replace incumbent Rutherford, said: The “symbols have caused much
pain and suffering for our black community. The presence of these
monuments were a daily reminder of slavery and a very dark period in
our nation’s history.”


Deegan said the move was “long overdue” and a “goodwill gesture from
the city’s leadership.”


“These symbols have caused much pain and suffering for our black
community. The presence of these monuments were a daily reminder of
slavery and a very dark period in our nation’s history,” Deegan said in the
release.


Meanwhile, CD 5 incumbent Democrat Lawson, an ally of the Curry
administration, lauded the move and Curry.


“As someone who grew up in the heart of segregation and has firsthand
accounts of racial inequality and injustice. It warms my heart to see the
city of Jacksonville remove the Confederate monument in Hemming Park
and throughout the City. I commend the citizens of Jacksonville for
pushing this initiative for the past few years, the elected leaders who


Democrats for Curry?
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dreamed of this moment and the Mayor for having the courage to help
erase our troubled past and begin the healing process of our city, state,
and nation.”


  


Jacksonville Democratic legislators discussed issues involving criminal
justice reform and law enforcement with the Sheriff on Monday.


Sen. Audrey Gibson and Rep. Tracie Davis talked to Sheriff Mike
Williams Monday, with several activists on the call.


Sheriff steps up
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Jacksonville Sheriff Mike Williams. Image via Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office.


The goal: to restart efforts reshaping how police relate to the people in
communities.


Williams described room for improvement in law enforcement in the city
in the moments he was allowed to talk, which were few and far between.


His comments were bland but supportive, noting that there is the “good,
the bad, and where we can improve.”


While the conversation is just a step, Williams heard some pressing
concerns, including a citizens’ review board, a concept that historically
has been a non-starter with the Fraternal Order of Police but has been a
big ask for activists.
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Read more here.


  


The race for Duval County Clerk of Court saw a sea change in May, with
the donor class breaking toward the current second-in-command, and
the Sheriff endorsing the clerk.


“Jody Phillips is a man of honor, integrity and character,” Sheriff
Williams said. “In addition to being a strong conservative and a true
leader, Jody has all the experience and qualifications needed to lead the
Clerk’s office. Jody Phillips has my full support, and I look forward to
helping his campaign as best I can.”


It’s a family affair. Photo via Jody Phillips.


Phillips, one of three Republicans in the race, showed strength last
month, raising over $23,000 total.


Ponying up: Duval County Supervisor of Elections Mike Hogan, former
Jacksonville Chief Administrative Officer Sam Mousa and Tom Petway,
a key donor for Curry.


Phillips has raised over $109,000 and has over $95,000 of that on hand.


His opponents, meanwhile, are somewhat farther back.


Republican Scott Wilson, the current President of the Jacksonville City


Money moves in clerk race
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Council, has banked $44,000 in two months in the race.


Republican Leon Jackson has roughly $40,000 banked, though his May
numbers are not in as of this writing.


Democrat Jimmy Midyette has just over $22,000 raised.


  


A controversial former Jacksonville City Councilperson is encountering
resistance in his attempt to return to the legislative body.


Republican Don Redman is up against Kevin Carrico, a Republican
whose campaign was redesignated from a school board race recently.


The GOP donor class is siding with Carrico, who raised over $23,000 in
May, giving him over $65,000 raised … a five-to-one edge over Redman,
who has raised just over $15,000.


Redman has spent nearly half what he has raised, a significant burn rate.


Tough draw for Don Redman, as money eludes him in political comeback bid.


For Redman, this could be yet another loss.


He has been a non-factor in his last two races: the 2016 GOP race in HD


Redman in trouble
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12, ultimately won by Clay Yarborough, and the 2019 race for City
Council, in which Matt Carlucci got over 70% citywide against Redman
and another opponent.


  


The University of North Florida is preparing to return to on-campus
classes for the fall semester with an extensive 23-page draft plan for
dealing with the coronavirus.


The “Blueprint for returning to campus” approved by the UNF Board of
Trustees Monday has been distributed via email. It is extensive for
students, faculty and staff in preparation for the start of class on Aug. 19
in a world that includes the threat of COVID-19.


“UNF’s current recommendations include a mix of remote and in-person
classes, as well as courses that include a combination of the two
formats,” the plan said. “The university will prioritize experiential courses
for face-to-face instruction and will develop remote contingency plans for
all courses in the event a second wave of the pandemic emerges.”


The University of North Florida approves a plan for return to class amid
coronavirus. Image via Floridapolitics.com.


Capacity limits will be implemented in all classrooms, and some courses
will be moved to larger classrooms to promote social distancing at UNF.
The new measures will also require all students, faculty, and staff to wear
masks or face coverings “in common indoor areas as well as outdoors


UNF Back-to-school
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when social distancing is not possible.”


Safety training will also be mandatory for everyone in the UNF
community on campus, and a mobile application will be available and
required for on-campus screening. Hand sanitizer will be widely available
across the UNF campus.


Social events will remain largely restricted at UNF, and all study abroad
programs have been canceled.


  


One of the biggest Jacksonville-based retailers took a big hit in the first
quarter of business this year.


Stein Mart, an apparel and home décor retailer, saw a 57% decrease in
sales from January through March, according to a company report.
March, of course, is when the coronavirus outbreak took hold, and Stein
Mart stores, along with most other retailers, began to close.


Stein Mart has 44 stores in Florida and 281 across 31 states. Stein Mart
began store closures March 19 and was one of the first major retailers in
Florida to reopen its stores in early May. But the financial damage had
been done.


Stein Mart sales saw more than a 50% plunge in the first quarter.


No figures were provided for April, but Stein Mart’s first quarter revenue


Stein-Mart staggers
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analysis showed the impacts from the pandemic walloped the retailer.
Net sales for Stein Mart in the first three months of this year amounted to
$134.3 million. That’s dramatically off from the same time frame in 2019
when net sales were $314.2 million in the first quarter of business.


Beyond plunging revenue, Stein Mart’s debt increased substantially. The
company reported its debt was $153.8 million for the first quarter of 2019.
That jumped to $197.8 for the first quarter of this year.


“We are diligently working to recover from the loss of revenue while
stores were closed and significantly lower year-over-year sales since
reopening and are taking actions to preserve liquidity and improve our
financial position,” said Hunt Hawkins, Stein Mart CEO.


  


Another personnel shake-up in St. Johns County, as the economic
development chief, is out the door.


The Jacksonville Daily Record reports that Melissa Glasgow either
resigned or was terminated, depending on who is talking.


Gone Glasgow
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Melissa Glasgow has left as St. Johns County economic chief; stories differ as to
why. Image via The Business Journals.


“A handwritten note on Glasgow’s resignation form says she “accepted
her resignation over the phone” May 13 … In a May 20 letter to County
Administrator Hunter Conrad, Glasgow wrote said she was “very
surprised” to hear of her’ abrupt termination’ May 13.


“It puzzles me to think that St. Johns County would want to do that during
a time that city and county governments all over the country are
implementing COVID-19 Economic Recovery programs to support
critically impacted local businesses,” Glasgow wrote Conrad.


Personnel shuffles have been all the rage in SJC: Conrad was the former
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clerk of court before moving over to run the county. Brandon Patty was
appointed to replace him by the Governor.


  


The Jacksonville Transportation Authority (JTA) and Florida State
College at Jacksonville (FSCJ) have agreed to expand the JTA
autonomous vehicle program through new testing and educational
initiatives on FSCJ campuses.


Last month, the JTA Board of Directors approved a memorandum of
understanding with FSCJ that includes:


— The expansion of the Ultimate Urban Circulator (U2C) Test & Learn
Program to FSCJ’s Commercial Driver’s License Test Track on the
school’s Cecil Center Campus;


— The development of an autonomous vehicle deployment or “Agile
Plan” on an FSCJ campus.


— And the development of curriculum and educational initiatives related
to autonomous vehicles and related technology.


Florida State College Jacksonville is working with the JTA to develop AV
technology and education initiatives.


“As we continue to develop our autonomous vehicle program, it is vital


JTA, FSCJ strike AV deal
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that higher education and the workforce of tomorrow is included in that
conversation,” said JTA Chief Executive Officer Nathaniel Ford. “Being
able to access FSCJ’s test track and other facilities will also allow us to
expand our testing program, as we push forward with the U2C project.”


The JTA is currently developing the U2C program, an autonomous
vehicle network planned for Downtown Jacksonville and eventually
expanding to other critical areas in Northeast Florida. Through four initial
phases, the U2C will leverage the existing Skyway infrastructure and
expand that network through ground-level connections and convert those
structures to support autonomous vehicles. The first phase, the Bay
Street Innovation Corridor, is fully funded.


The MOU sets the groundwork for the JTA to expand its current U2C
Test & Learn Program to FSCJ’s Cecil Center, which houses the school’s
Aviation and Commercial Vehicle Driving programs.


  


Many parts of the nation are in turmoil as riots often drowned out the
message of those peacefully protesting inequality in general and the
killing of George Floyd in particular. Several athletes took center stage
to share their feelings and commitment to improving the lives of those
who are on the receiving end of racism, whether it be overt or
institutional.


Jaguars’ running back Leonard Fournette was among those taking a
strong stand and playing a lead role in calling out injustice. Joining him in
a protest march this week was linebacker Myles Jack, running back
Ryquell Armstead, safety Ronnie Harrison, and receivers Keelan Cole
and Chris Conley, along with Jacksonville Mayor Curry.


Marching for equality
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Leonard Fournette organized and led a march to City Hall in the latest example of
athletes taking to the streets and encouraging action in the fight against systemic


racism. Image via Jacksonville Jaguars.


The recent events moved Fournette to take the lead in something of this
magnitude for the first time.


“Held my first protest today; I loved it, I’m really a general at heart!” he
tweeted. He soon recognized that organizing such an event is a
daunting task, adding in another tweet that “If it was easy, everybody
would do it.”


The role of law enforcement is front and center over the numerous
protests. In another march conducted before Fournette’s, former
Jaguars’ tight end Ernest Wilford joined to offer encouragement for
those seeking to make things better for African Americans. Wilford is a
Duval Deputy Sheriff and can provide a unique perspective in addressing
today’s issues.


“The murder of George Floyd was unbearable, and it hurts,” Wilford told
WJXT. “I want to make sure that I show my solidarity and let everyone
know that I hear the voices, and I want change. In order for change to be
made, I have to show my support, so I will be that voice.”


Laying the foundation for today’s problems was Jaguars’ owner Shad
Khan. In an op-ed published on the Jaguars website, he summed up the
destruction caused by racism.


“Racism, in all its forms, will kill. It kills people, it kills communities, it kills
dreams, it kills hope,” he wrote. “For many Americans, now is the
moment. Never has that been clearer. I don’t want to waste this
moment.”
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Joe Biden’s presidential campaign announced a flurry of Florida hires
Wednesday, including some veterans from Andrew Gillum’s gubernatorial
bid, amendment campaigns, and the Obama-Biden ticket’s two successful
Florida outings.


“This slate of Florida leaders is truly reflective of the diversity and size of our
state,” said Biden for President Florida State Director Jackie Lee. “With this
group, we continue to build a team that knows the state and is uniquely
qualified to engage and mobilize the diverse communities and constituencies
across Florida. Together, this team will help make Donald Trump a one-term
president.”


Team Biden announced eight hires in all. At the top of the list were Gabriela
Castillo and Stacy Eichner, who will join the campaign as Deputy State


First Shot







Directors.


Castillo most recently served as Communications Director for Organizing
Together 2020 Florida and is the former Communications Director for Miami
Mayor Francis Suarez. Eichner has been with the Biden campaign since June
2019, serving as the National Political Chief of Staff and Florida Primary State
Director. In 2016, she was Florida Surrogates Director for Hillary Clinton's
presidential campaign.


The rest of the hires:


— Shahra Anderson Lambert, Florida Political Director: Lambert most
recently served as Federal Affairs Director for Agriculture Commissioner
Nikki Fried. She is also a veteran of Bill Nelson’s U.S. Senate campaigns.


— Cedric McMinn, Florida Coordinated Deputy Political Director: McMinn,
a political strategist, is the former Executive Director for the Miami-Dade
Democratic Party. In 2008, he served as the African American Outreach and
Deputy Political Director for the Obama-Biden campaign.


— Faith Lowe, Florida Coordinated Chief of Staff: In 2018, Lowe managed
operations for Amendment Four, the voting rights restoration amendment that
passed overwhelmingly. She is a FAMU Law alumna.


— Carlie Waibel, Florida Communications Director: Waibel was National
Press Secretary and Communications Director for U.S. Sen. Amy
Klobuchar’s presidential campaign. Previously, she worked as a senior
spokesperson for Gillum’s gubernatorial campaign.


— Luisana Pérez Fernández, Florida Coordinated Deputy Communications
Director: Luisana was most recently Deputy Communications Director and
Hispanic Media Director for the Florida Democratic Party


— Kevin Munoz, Florida Press Secretary: Munoz joined the Biden Campaign
last year as Nevada Press Secretary. He was named Florida Press Secretary
during the primary campaign.


  


Positive cases:


— 374,920 FL residents (+9,676 since Tuesday)


— 4,699 Non-FL residents (+109 since Tuesday)


Origin:


— 3,217 Travel related


— 97,397 Contact with a confirmed case


— 3,167 Both


Coronavirus Numbers







— 271,139 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 22,243 in FL


Deaths:


— 5,459 in FL


  


As of Tuesday:


Total claims: 3,238,254


— Confirmed unique claims: 3,033,986


— Claim verification queue: 297,095


— Claims processed: 2,736,891


— Claims paid: 1,771,241 (+6,037 since Monday)


Total paid out: $11.04 billion (+$50 million since Monday)


Unemployment Numbers


  


1. "Senate GOP struggles to finalize $1 trillion coronavirus bill” via Erica
Werner, Jeff Stein, Seung Min Kim and Rachael Bade of The Washington Post


2. "9,785 new COVID-19 cases in Florida on Wednesday" via the staff of
the Sarasota Herald-Tribune


3. "South Florida sees another 37 COVID-19 deaths as Broward adult ICU
beds now at 92% capacity" via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


4. “A public health employee predicted Florida's coronavirus catastrophe
— then she was fired: 'This is everything I was trying to warn people
about’” via Alexander Nazryan of Yahoo News


5. "Convalescent plasma donations needed to treat COVID-19" via Dr.
Michael Patete for the Sun-Sentinel


6. "Florida teachers' union chief: It's 'ridiculous' to open brick and mortar
schools while virus rages" via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


7. “Want a COVID-19 test? It’s much easier to get in wealthier, whiter
neighborhoods” via By Soo Rin Kim, Matthew Vann, Laura Bronner and
Grace Manthey of FiveThirtyEight


Evening Reads
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8. “Pfizer gets $1.95 billion to produce coronavirus vaccine by year’s end”
via Noah Weiland, Denise Grady and David E. Sanger of The New York
Times


9. “America’s inescapable offices” via Olga Khazan of The Atlantic


10. “Can you get coronavirus twice? Doctors are unsure even as anecdotal
reports mount.” via Carolyn Y. Johnson and Ariana Eunjung Cha of The
Washington Post


11. "Matt Gaetz appears to run afoul of House ethics rules" via Jake
Sherman of POLITICO


12. “Emergency Jacksonville council vote looms on Republican
convention, free speech zones” via David Smiley and Erin Doherty of the
Miami Herald


13. “Andrew Gillum and the long shadow of the Florida Governor’s race”
via Patricia Mazzei of The New York Times


14. “Elijah Cummings’ widow says Marco Rubio made ‘honest mistake’ in
mixing up her husband and John Lewis” via Caroline Kelly of CNN


15. “Barbara Lagoa, Robert Luck under pressure to exit felons voting
case” via Dara Kam of the News Service of Florida


16. “More legal trouble for former officer charged with murder of George
Floyd, plus a FL angle” via Tony Webster of the Florida Phoenix


  


“If a school district needs to delay the school year for a few weeks so that
everything will be in good shape, have at it. The important thing is that our
parents have a meaningful choice when it comes to in-person education.” —
Gov. Ron DeSantis, giving schools the OK to put the school year on pause.


Quote of the Day
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Arnister, Carolyn
Subject: Re: Keep Your Head Up!
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 3:21:23 PM
Attachments: image001.png


image002.png


Hi Carolyn!  You're welcome.  I appreciate your encouraging words.


From: Arnister, Carolyn <Carolyn.Arnister@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 3:20 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: Keep Your Head Up!
 
I think that this is a very thoughtful, neutral and caring message. Appreciate everything that you do,
Dr. Rolle.
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:38 PM
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users <_CHD16all@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Keep Your Head Up!
 
Good afternoon Team Duval!
 


We are now into Week 25 of our County Health Department COVID-19 response.  A
lot has happened since I last wrote you.  We have had several team members retire
or simply decide to pursue other opportunities.  We have celebrated births, marriages,
graduations and various life events all while attempting to serve the community.  As
we were busy doing the work of public health, the world began to spiral out of control.
The COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to slowly increase, and we watched in
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disbelief as the world took to the streets in response to the recent events in the United
States.  During this time, we also learned that Jacksonville would host the Republican
National Convention.  So much has happened indeed.
Please know that our work is valuable and must continue.  Now more than ever, we
need to ride the wave and build a better boat.  Or to put it a different way…in the
words of Tupac Shakur, “Keep Your Head Up!”  I know that some of you are tired and
you’re wondering when will it end?  While others are thinking, “This is what we live
for!”, “This is what we do!”.  I say to you “Keep Your Head Up!”  Public health is on
display.  Although you may not be activated to work the COVID-19 response at this
time, you are still a public health ambassador.  Your words mean something.  Every
social media post and every conversation is an opportunity to use your super power
to do good and educate those you’re connected with.
While we all have differing opinions regarding the pandemic, race and racial issues,
politics, religion, etcetera let us not allow that to hinder us from working together to
tackle the work at hand.  As a public servant, the operative word is servant.  Let us
not forget that.  We have a responsibility to protect, promote and improve the health
of all people.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you while riding the wave and
building a better boat.  Keep your head up Team Duval!!
 


Be well,








From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: RE: Response to Concerned Citizen
Date: Monday, June 15, 2020 10:59:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png


Okay. Will do.
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2020 10:58 AM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Re: Response to Concerned Citizen
 
Ok. Vet it with ESF-14.


Pauline J. Rolle, MD, MPH, CPH
Interim Health Officer
Medical Executive Director
DOH-Duval


Get Outlook for Android
 


From: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2020 10:52:06 AM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Response to Concerned Citizen
 
Hi, Dr. Rolle,
After consulting with the Mayor’s Public Affairs Team, this is the response that I propose we use with these kinds of inquiries. Please let me know
what you think.
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
 
Hello, Daniel-
 
Thank you for contacting the Florida Department of Health in Duval County with your thoughts about the 2020 Republican National Convention being
held in Jacksonville. We value thoughtful feedback from Duval County citizens like you.
 
We understand there are concerns about the health and safety of the community surrounding this high-profile event. We will be working with state
and local officials, including the State Health Office and the city of Jacksonville, to ensure that CDC guidelines are followed at this large event.
 
Again, thank you for your feedback.
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From: Daniel Litwak <daniellitwak@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2020 5:59 PM
To: zzzz Feedback, CHD16_DCHD_Contact <DCHD.Contact@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RNC CONVENTION
 
How dare you allow our city to be infested and infected by allowing thousands of screaming unmasked people go home to spread the Covid all over
the country.
It is irresponsible of you!
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Horne, Thasa D
Subject: Re: Keep Your Head Up!
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 3:07:31 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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You're welcome Thasa!


From: Horne, Thasa D <Thasa.Horne@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:48 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: Keep Your Head Up!
 
Thanks Dr. Rolle.
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:38 PM
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users <_CHD16all@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Keep Your Head Up!
 
Good afternoon Team Duval!
 


We are now into Week 25 of our County Health Department COVID-19 response.  A
lot has happened since I last wrote you.  We have had several team members retire
or simply decide to pursue other opportunities.  We have celebrated births, marriages,
graduations and various life events all while attempting to serve the community.  As
we were busy doing the work of public health, the world began to spiral out of control.
The COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to slowly increase, and we watched in
disbelief as the world took to the streets in response to the recent events in the United
States.  During this time, we also learned that Jacksonville would host the Republican
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National Convention.  So much has happened indeed.
Please know that our work is valuable and must continue.  Now more than ever, we
need to ride the wave and build a better boat.  Or to put it a different way…in the
words of Tupac Shakur, “Keep Your Head Up!”  I know that some of you are tired and
you’re wondering when will it end?  While others are thinking, “This is what we live
for!”, “This is what we do!”.  I say to you “Keep Your Head Up!”  Public health is on
display.  Although you may not be activated to work the COVID-19 response at this
time, you are still a public health ambassador.  Your words mean something.  Every
social media post and every conversation is an opportunity to use your super power
to do good and educate those you’re connected with.
While we all have differing opinions regarding the pandemic, race and racial issues,
politics, religion, etcetera let us not allow that to hinder us from working together to
tackle the work at hand.  As a public servant, the operative word is servant.  Let us
not forget that.  We have a responsibility to protect, promote and improve the health
of all people.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you while riding the wave and
building a better boat.  Keep your head up Team Duval!!
 


Be well,








From: Horne, Thasa D
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: RE: Keep Your Head Up!
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:48:55 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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Thanks Dr. Rolle.
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:38 PM
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users <_CHD16all@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Keep Your Head Up!
 


Good afternoon Team Duval!


 


We are now into Week 25 of our County Health Department COVID-19 response.  A
lot has happened since I last wrote you.  We have had several team members retire
or simply decide to pursue other opportunities.  We have celebrated births, marriages,
graduations and various life events all while attempting to serve the community.  As
we were busy doing the work of public health, the world began to spiral out of control.
The COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to slowly increase, and we watched in
disbelief as the world took to the streets in response to the recent events in the United
States.  During this time, we also learned that Jacksonville would host the Republican
National Convention.  So much has happened indeed.


Please know that our work is valuable and must continue.  Now more than ever, we
need to ride the wave and build a better boat.  Or to put it a different way…in the
words of Tupac Shakur, “Keep Your Head Up!”  I know that some of you are tired and
you’re wondering when will it end?  While others are thinking, “This is what we live
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for!”, “This is what we do!”.  I say to you “Keep Your Head Up!”  Public health is on
display.  Although you may not be activated to work the COVID-19 response at this
time, you are still a public health ambassador.  Your words mean something.  Every
social media post and every conversation is an opportunity to use your super power
to do good and educate those you’re connected with.


While we all have differing opinions regarding the pandemic, race and racial issues,
politics, religion, etcetera let us not allow that to hinder us from working together to
tackle the work at hand.  As a public servant, the operative word is servant.  Let us
not forget that.  We have a responsibility to protect, promote and improve the health
of all people.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you while riding the wave and
building a better boat.  Keep your head up Team Duval!!


 


Be well,








From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.25.20 — Burnin’ today: Trippe, Moody, DeSantis,


Trump, Patronis, Crist
Date: Thursday, June 25, 2020 4:01:16 AM


Charles M. Trippe Jr. is joining the Attorney General’s office.


Most recently an attorney at Abel Bean Law, Trippe accepted a position
as Attorney General Ashley Moody’s general counsel.
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Congratulations to Charles Trippe, who is becoming general counsel in AG Ashley
Moody's office.


It won’t be his first tour of duty in government. He served as general
counsel to the Executive Office of Governor during the Rick Scott
administration and has also worked as chief counsel to the Federal
Aviation Administration in Washington D.C.


Trippe has worked in private practice in the Jacksonville area for 15
years and between 1994 and 2001 he was a senior in-house lawyer
with CSX Transportation.


“Although we are sorry to see him leave, we are very grateful that
Charlie spent a part of his long, distinguished career with us,” firm co-
founder Mike Abel said.


“Attorney General Moody, and all of the citizens of Florida, are very
fortunate that Charlie is returning to public service, and our whole team
extends our best wishes to Charlie for great success in his new role.”


___


In Florida, coronavirus had become nothing less than a complete game-
changer. From shutdown orders to mandatory masks, COVID-19 has
altered education, tourism, beaches, retail, bars, restaurants, and
nearly every aspect of life in the Sunshine State.


It’s also taken a significant toll on Florida politics.


Hunkering Down on the Campaign Trail returns with a new format
featuring the best takes from many of Florida’s smartest and most
influential political leaders, consultants — and the reporters who cover
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them. Each guest brings a unique view of how COVID-19 is upending
business-as-usual — on both the campaign trail and their personal
lives.


Catch a new episode every Tuesday and Friday on Apple Podcasts,
Spotify, Stitcher, and wherever you get your podcasts.


  


—@AnaCabrera: Sen. [Marco] Rubio: "Everyone should just wear a
damn mask."


—@TroyKinsey: After @JimmyPatronis' appearance on @CNBC
tonight wherein he said FL won't implement a mask mandate, former
FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb says "If they don't get aggressive
now ... it's going to be difficult to really intervene forcefully enough to
have an impact on this."


—@Conarck: Completely unfounded to say @MiamiHerald reporters
have been on any "conspiracy bandwagon." By the way, If I tweeted all
the questions @HealthyFla hasn't answered in the last month I'd have a
digital CVS receipt.


—@XochitlHinosa: Bumping this. Same day the @DemConvention
announces we are transforming the convention to keep people safe,
@GOP's host committee doctor steps down.


—@JonKarl: Unfortunately, we must cancel the 2020 White House
Correspondents’ Dinner. We still hope to have a virtual event later this
summer. But an in-person dinner simply is not possible.


—@CristinaAlesci: An Orange County official tells me the county has
no plans to revisit a decision to reopen Disney's parks in Florida. "That
decision rests with @Disney officials and the governor," says a county
spokesperson.


Situational awareness


  


NBA training camp — 5; MLB players report — 6; "The Outpost” with
Orlando Bloom and Scott Eastwood premieres — 8; NBA teams
travel to Orlando — 12; Major League Soccer will return to action — 13;
Disney World Magic Kingdom & Animal Kingdom to reopen — 16;
Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios to reopen — 20; Federal
taxes due — 20; MLB 60-game season begins — 28; "Mulan”
premieres — 29; TED conference rescheduled — 30; Christopher
Nolan’s “Tenet” premieres — 36; NBA season restart in Orlando — 36;
Democratic National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 53; Florida
primaries for 2020 state legislative/congressional races — 54; NBA


Days until
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draft lottery — 59; Indy 500 rescheduled — 59; Republican National
Convention begins in Charlotte — 61; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March
— 64; U.S. Open begins — 67; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 71;
Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 73; Rescheduled date
for French Open — 95; First presidential debate in Indiana — 99;
"Wonder Woman" premieres — 99; Preakness Stakes rescheduled —
100; First vice presidential debate at the University of Utah — 107; NBA
season ends (last possible date) — 109; Second presidential debate
scheduled at the University of Michigan — 112; NBA draft — 112; Wes
Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 113; NBA free agency
— 115; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 121; 2020 General
Election — 131; “Black Widow” premieres — 135; NBA 2020-21 training
camp — 138; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 146; “No Time to
Die” premieres — 153; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 160; “Top Gun:
Maverick” premieres — 202; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 228; New
start date for 2021 Olympics — 393; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 402;
“Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres — 498; “Thor: Love
and Thunder” premieres — 596; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness” premieres — 638; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 680;
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 834.







  


“Florida reports a new single-day record of more than 5,500
coronavirus cases” via Michelle Marchante of the Miami Herald —
Florida’s Department of Health confirmed 5,508 additional cases of
COVID-19, setting another daily total record high since the start of the
pandemic. The state now has a total of 109,014 confirmed cases.
Previously, the highest daily total of newly confirmed cases was on
Saturday, with 4,049. There were also 44 new deaths announced
Wednesday, raising the statewide death toll to 3,281. Alberto
Moscoso, a spokesman for Florida’s Department of Health, confirmed
the totals to the Miami Herald on Wednesday. His confirmation comes a
day after discrepancies were noted in Tuesday’s total number of cases
and deaths.


Corona Florida
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Florida’s rapidly escalating daily figures continue a trend that began when the
state reopened its economy with some restrictions last month. Image via AP.


“Congressional Democrats urge Ron DeSantis to meet with them
on COVID-19” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Ten of Florida’s
congressional Democrats sent a letter to DeSantis urging him to meet
with Florida’s congressional delegation and improve cooperation to
combat the state’s rising COVID-19 epidemic resurgence and the
economic consequences. But before they got to that request, the
Democrats expressed sharp criticism of the Republican Governor, they
reiterated concerns that the Democratic delegation raised in early May
about DeSantis’ economic reopening plans. “At this critical moment, we
continue to offer our full support as you work to protect the health and
economic well-being of all Floridians. We look forward to your first
meeting with Florida’s congressional delegation,” the 10 Democrats
wrote.


“After hearing crickets, Kathy Castor files public records request
for Florida COVID-19 testing plan” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida
Politics — Castor is officially requesting Florida’s COVID-19 testing and
tracing plan. Castor filed a public records request with DeSantis’ office
for “any and all documents” related to “the state of Florida’s testing plan
that was required to be sent to the U.S. Department of Health Human
Services” 30 days after the passage of the Paycheck Protection
Program. That measure was approved April 24 and would have been
due a month ago. Castor previously requested DeSantis release the
plan three weeks ago, but said she has not received a response. Castor
requested the documents within two weeks or, if that’s not possible, a
written explanation for why.


“DeSantis extends allowing remote local meetings” via the News
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Service of Florida — County and city government boards will be able to
continue holding online meetings until Aug. 1 under an executive order
signed by DeSantis. The move was an extension of earlier orders and
stems from efforts to curb the spread of the coronavirus. Boards,
including city councils, county commissions and school boards, are
ordinarily required to meet in person, but DeSantis initially issued an
executive order March 20 that allowed online meetings because of the
pandemic. The order was subsequently extended and was scheduled to
expire on June 30.


By executive order, Ron DeSantis allows local meetings to be held remotely.


“Jimmy Patronis casts stones at Tri-state leaders on Twitter, calls
Northeast ‘Haven of High Taxes’” via Jason Delgado of Florida
Politics — Patronis hurled stones at the Tri-State leaders Wednesday
after New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced that New York, New
Jersey and Connecticut will quarantine travelers from Florida starting at
midnight Thursday. He took to Twitter moments later and called the
Democratic Governors out by name. “The only way New York Gov.
Andrew Cuomo, Gov. Phil Murphy, Gov. Ned Lamont can keep
people in the high tax states is to quarantine them and force them to
stay,” Patronis tweeted. “New York, New Jersey, & Connecticut love
High Taxes.”


“Rebekah Jones renews COVID-19 criticism. DeSantis says it’s a
‘conspiracy bandwagon’” via Samantha J. Gross, Ben Wieder and
Sarah Blaskey of the Miami Herald — As the state struggles with a
dramatic spike in COVID-19 cases, it’s also contending with criticism
from the woman who designed the state’s public display of COVID-19
data. Jones was unceremoniously fired after claiming her supervisors
were trying to make her manipulate data. Rather than go away quietly,
Jones designed her own competing dashboard, one that draws upon
state data but offers an expanded menu of metrics, including hospital
bed availability by facility, a key number, especially now as the number
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of confirmed cases soars. “I’ve independently verified they’ve deleted at
least 1200 cases in the last week.”


To watch a video of DeSantis' response, click on the image below:
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“Miami-Dade Mayor’s coronavirus response an ‘absolute failure,’
Congresswoman says” via David Smiley of the Miami Herald — Likely
facing a powerful, well-known Republican challenger in the fall, Miami
U.S. Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell isn’t waiting for the general
election to attack Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Giménez. The freshman
Democrat blasted the mayor’s “absolute failure to keep Miami-Dade
residents safe from coronavirus” during a Wednesday news conference
and accused him of mimicking President Donald Trump while making
crucial public health decisions in the epicenter of Florida’s outbreak.
Her comments came just hours after Mucarsel-Powell mentioned
Tuesday night to supporters that handicappers had downgraded her
chances of winning reelection after Giménez announced his candidacy
in January.


Debbie Mucarsel-Powell is blasting Mayor Carlos Giménez for his 'failed'
response to COVID-19. Image via Miami Herald.


“A younger and less sick wave of COVID-19 patients is surging
through Miami-Dade hospitals” via Ben Conarck, Daniel Chang and
Douglas Hanks of the Miami Herald — A record numbers of patients
with COVID-19 are filling Miami-Dade hospitals, with one medical
center in Homestead reaching ICU capacity on Tuesday after county
officials identified the area as a hot spot of new cases. Countywide,
hospitals report far more beds available than beds filled with COVID
patients. Still, hospital administrators and emergency room physicians
say they’re concerned by the surge, and that they’ve resumed near-
daily meetings with state regulators. But they point to a silver lining in
the growing number of new cases and hospitalizations in Florida’s
hardest-hit county: The patients are younger and not as severely ill as
they were during the first wave in April, and doctors and nurses have


Corona local
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gained valuable experience in the monthslong pandemic.


“Miami-Dade nonprofits offered vital help and a $23B economic
boost — until COVID-19” via Andres Viglucci of the Miami Herald —
Miami-Dade’s vitally important nonprofit groups and institutions, which
provide services and programs that range from food, day care and
mental health care to opera and ballet, are reeling from the effects of
the COVID-19 pandemic, a pair of new reports show. The two surveys
of nonprofits, one by the county’s cultural affairs department and the
other by Florida International University, show a large portion of arts
groups and organizations that provide a broad range of services and
programming to the community have furloughed or laid off employees
amid cratering revenue. The crunch is especially critical for human-
service organizations coping with sharply increased demand for
assistance with basic needs like food and mental health, according to
the FIU survey.


“Amid new ‘zero tolerance’ COVID rules, Miami Beach closes
restaurants with bar service” via Martin Vassolo of the Miami Herald
— Miami Beach has temporarily shut down four restaurants since last
Friday, when Miami-Dade County announced it would take a “zero
tolerance” approach on businesses that violate coronavirus rules
governing their ability to reopen following extended COVID-19 closures.
One restaurant per day was closed between Friday and Monday for
serving drinks at their bars in violation of county rules. They are Lucali,
NaiYaRa, Sunny’s and Harat’s Pub. All except Lucali were forced to
close for 24 hours under new measures imposed by Miami-Dade Mayor
Carlos Giménez. The closures mark the first time since restaurants
were allowed to reopen in Miami Beach on May 27 that the city shut
down any restaurant for an extended time.


“Rhinestone masks and $9 hand sanitizer: A COVID-19 store just
opened at Aventura Mall” via Connie Ogle of the Miami Herald —
Welcome to the COVID-19 pop-up store. May we take your
temperature? Just kidding! You do not need to disclose your
temperature to enter the new pop-up store in the Aventura Mall. At
COVID-19 Essentials you can buy face shields or infrared
thermometers. There are masks for grown-ups and kids. How long will
this pop-up be open? We are sad to inform you it could be open for a
while. So in the meantime, here are the most essential items for sale:
aromatic spray hand sanitizer, regular gel hand sanitizer, noncontact
door opener-stylus hand tools, Black Lives Matter masks and Britto
masks.
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It was bound to happen: a COVID-19 Essentials store opens in Miami’s Aventura
Mall. Image via Miami Herald.


“Broward County ramps up enforcement for businesses that don’t
follow COVID-19 rules” via Aaron Leibowitz of the Miami Herald —
Broward County issued a new emergency order Wednesday that will
force businesses to temporarily shut down if they’re found violating laws
related to social distancing and facial coverings, with county leaders
warning that compliance must improve as novel coronavirus cases
continue to spike across Florida. Effective Friday, businesses that aren’t
compliant must close for 24 hours — mirroring a rule in Miami-Dade
County that prompted the closure of three businesses this past
weekend — and may be subject to a $500 fine. Businesses can reopen
once they submit a letter to the county explaining the changes they’ve
made under penalty of perjury, and then will be subject to another
inspection within five days.


“Should the school year be postponed? One PBC school board
member thinks so.” via Andrew Marra of The Palm Beach Post —
Palm Beach County School Board member Debra Robinson is
proposing the new school year be postponed until September, saying a
recent surge in new coronavirus infections makes reopening campuses
in early August too risky. “I just want us to consider delaying the start of
school,” Robinson said. “In my mind, we need to wait until (the number
of cases) comes down significantly before we create another uptick.”


“Rising coronavirus cases could hurt tourism’s momentum,
hoteliers warn” via Alexandra Clough of The Palm Beach Post — Palm
Beach County’s struggling tourism industry could be derailed by rising
numbers of coronavirus cases, even though proprietors have worked
for weeks to send the message that their hotels are safe places for
guests. Unfortunately, the bad news keeps coming. On Wednesday,
Florida reported a record number of new cases, 5,508 overnight. Palm
Beach County’s cases increased by 356 to 11,536, with the death toll at
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495. Several hoteliers applauded the Palm Beach Beach County
Commission’s decision to make mask-wearing mandatory at
businesses open to the public. Although some audience members
voiced opposition to masks as an infringement on their “freedom,”
hoteliers said masks are necessary to maintain consumer confidence in
the county’s tourism industry.


  


“Fort Myers girl, 17, dead from coronavirus complications,
according to reports” via Dennis Joyce of the Tampa Bay Times —
Complications from COVID-19 claimed the life of a 17-year-old Fort
Myers high student, one of the youngest victims of the pandemic in
Florida, according to news and social media accounts. Carsyn Davis
was admitted Friday to Golisano Children’s Hospital in Fort Myers. Two
days later, on her 17th birthday, she was admitted to the intensive care
unit with COVID-19. She was airlifted Monday to a hospital across the
state for respiratory care and died Tuesday. On Saturday, the state
Department of Health confirmed the death from coronavirus of a 17-
year-old boy in Pasco County. He was the only minor and the youngest
victim at the time of COVID-19, the respiratory disease caused by the
coronavirus. The boy has not been publicly identified.


Carsyn Davis, 17, (right) of Fort Myers was admitted to a hospital Friday with
symptoms of COVID-19. She died Tuesday, the second teen to die from the virus.


Image via GoFundMe.com.


“Mask compliance in Leon Co. will fall on law enforcement; ADA
doesn't address face coverings” via Karl Etters of the Tallahassee
Democrat — The enforcement of Leon County’s mask requirement will
fall on the shoulders of local police and sheriff's deputies. Unanimously
approved, the emergency ordinance requires a mask inside of
businesses, churches, nonprofit or governmental buildings and will
remain in place until repealed. Every business must post a sign, but


More local
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ultimately law enforcement will be responsible for enforcing the
ordinance inside of buildings. While it does provide for exceptions
because of medical or other conditions, it also permits civil fines for
those violating the ordinance. The first infraction would come with a $50
fee, $125 for the second and a court appearance and fine up to $250
for a third.


"Six currently hospitalized in Leon as TMH doctor sees 'reduction
in mortality'” via Casey Chapter of the Tallahassee Democrat — As of
Tuesday night, six people currently are hospitalized in Leon County due
to the coronavirus, local hospitals confirmed. Tallahassee Memorial
Healthcare and Capital Regional Medical Center each have three
COVID-19 patients. "We are seeing a reduction in hospitalizations; we
are seeing a reduction in mortality across the country," said Dr. Dean
Watson, vice president and chief integration officer at TMH. "Those are
the key indicators for us right now." The hospital posted a video of
Watson to social media. Watson said looking at the mortality rate and
hospitalizations provide more context on the virus's impact than the
number of positive tests, as "more and more are being tested on a daily
basis."


“COVID-19 infection on the rise in children, teens in Southwest
Florida” via Liz Freeman of the Naples Daily News — Physicians
blame parents not practicing social distancing or wearing masks for a
spike in COVID-19 cases among young people in Southwest Florida.
Data shows 329 people under the age of 18 in Collier County and 189
in Lee County have tested positive for the virus. That's a 31.6%
increase in Collier and 52.4% increase in Lee in less than two weeks
since the state first released a separate report about children and
teens. People are going out more and loosening their guard, according
to Stephanie Vick, administrator of the Collier health department.


“All 3 state-run COVID-19 testing sites in Sarasota and Manatee hit
capacity before noon” via Allyson Henning of WFLA — For the first
time in several weeks, state-run testing sites across the Suncoast are
overloaded with people trying to get tested. All three state-run sites hit
their combined 1,250 capacity before noon on Wednesday. That
includes the testing site at UTC Mall, the walk-up site at the Robert L.
Taylor Community Center and the walk-up site at Lincoln Park in
Palmetto. Lines were so long at the UTC site that at least two people
ran out of gas from the hourslong wait.
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All three of the state’s COVID-19 drive-thru testing sites in Sarasota and Manatee
went over capacity by noon. Image via WFLA.


“Admiral Farragut will not play football this fall due to the
coronavirus” via Diana C. Nearhos of the Tampa Bay Times —
Admiral Farragut Academy’s 2020 football season is over before it
began due to concerns around the coronavirus. The St. Petersburg
boarding school announced it will not play football this fall. “It’s a very
difficult decision,” athletic director Matt Olesnevich said. “We’re an
international boarding school. Everyone else gets to go home, but we
are their home here.” He said this is a safety issue for football, the
school’s only contact fall sport. Farragut is the first school in Tampa Bay
to make the decision not to play football in 2020. Coach Rick Kravitz
will remain with the program in his current role as an administrator in
the athletic department.
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“The more than 60 times Donald Trump has downplayed the
coronavirus threat” via Aaron Blake and J Rieger of The Washington
Post — Trump gambled very early and very often on the idea that the
coronavirus outbreak wouldn’t turn out to be nearly as severe as some
health officials warned it could get. The thrust of Trump’s statements
about the virus has been almost relentlessly optimistic, which is a
marked contrast to those of some health officials who prefer that people
be overly prepared rather than underestimate the threat. Trump has
frequently suggested that the United States is winning the battle against
the virus, and he has regularly promoted the idea that it could suddenly
disappear. Even as Trump has occasionally adopted health officials’
more cautious tone about what lie ahead, though, the optimism that
dominated his early response hasn’t completely disappeared.


Corona nation
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Donald Trump downplayed the severity of COVID-19 at least 60 times. Image via
AP.


“Public-health officials targeted, live and on Facebook” via Jeff
Horwitz of The Wall Street Journal — Public-health officials around the
country are facing intimidation both online and off. Opponents of social-
distancing rules are using Facebook to organize and broadcast protests
at the homes of health officials, sometimes using violent rhetoric, in
campaigns that health authorities say amount to harassment.


“Public misperception and COVID-19 restrictions hurt veterans
battling PTSD” via Gregg Laskoski of the Tampa Bay Times —
American veterans with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder can be easily
forgotten with all that’s going on. The sad paradox is that veterans with
PTSD who have the greatest need for help are often among the least
capable of asking for it. K9 Partners for Patriots says current COVID-19
restrictions preclude them from interviewing new veteran applicants or
bringing in dogs to test them. They cannot yet conduct counseling
sessions with individuals or groups such as our spouses' group, or, the
female veteran's group.


  


“Fed’s Charles Evans says intermittent virus outbreaks will slow
economy” via Matthew Boesler of Bloomberg — Recurring coronavirus
outbreaks will probably hold back U.S. economic growth and leave
unemployment at elevated levels in the coming years, Evans said. “My
forecast assumes growth is held back by the response to intermittent
localized outbreaks -- which might be made worse by the faster-than-
expected reopenings,” Evans said Wednesday in remarks prepared for
a virtual event. “In this environment, many resources will be devoted to


Corona economics
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health and safety. I assume health solutions become widely available
as we move through 2022, and I allow for a return to more normal
operations by late in the year,” Evans said.


The Fed’s Charles Evans says that periodic outbreaks of coronavirus will put the
brakes on the economy. Image via CNBC.


“Moody’s report: Next federal relief act needs $500B to avert big
state, city layoffs” via Andrew Taylor of The Associated Press — A
new private-sector report is warning anew of continuing damage to the
economy if Washington doesn’t deliver several hundred billion dollars in
budget relief to states and local governments amid the coronavirus
pandemic. But Wednesday’s report by Moody’s Analytics could also
help illustrate a path for bipartisan agreement in Congress on next
month’s fifth, and possibly final, COVID-19 response bill. The study
warns that doing nothing to address the economic perils of state layoffs
and cutbacks could cost 4 million jobs. It also says that significantly less
money is needed than what’s being called for by House Democrats,
who passed almost $1 trillion in help for states and local governments
as part of a $3.5 trillion rescue package last month.


“US inmates got virus relief checks, and IRS wants them back” via
Rebecca Boone of The Associated Press — Hundreds of thousands of
dollars in coronavirus relief payments have been sent to people behind
bars across the country, and now the IRS is asking state officials to
help claw back the cash that the federal tax agency says was
mistakenly sent. The legislation authorizing the payments doesn’t
specifically exclude jail or prison inmates, and the IRS has refused to
say exactly what legal authority it has to retrieve the money. On its
website, it points to the unrelated Social Security Act, which bars
incarcerated people from receiving certain old-age and survivor
insurance benefit payments. Tax attorney Kelly Erb, who’s written
about the issue on her website, says there’s no legal basis for asking
for the checks back.
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“Chinese COVID-19 vaccines cleared for final testing in U.A.E.” via
Bloomberg — A Chinese state-owned vaccine developer secured
regulatory approval to test its coronavirus shots in the United Arab
Emirates, making it one of the first among a slew of global efforts to get
the green light for the final stage of human trials. Beijing-based China
National Biotec Group Co. was awarded approval to conduct Phase III
trials for its COVID-19 vaccines. The world’s fast-developing vaccine
programs are moving into the final stage of testing before they are
approved for inoculation for the general public. Chinese companies
have had to look for places with active virus outbreaks to complete the
final stage of human testing, which requires thousands of people. The
low number of cases in China has made it unfeasible for them to
conduct such trials at home.


A Chinese state-owned vaccine developer secured regulatory approval to test its
coronavirus shots in the United Arab Emirates. Image via Bloomberg.


“U.K. must prepare for second wave of pandemic, doctors warn”
via Jill Ward of Bloomberg — Health leaders are calling on the U.K.
government to prepare for a possible second wave of the coronavirus,
just as Prime Minister Boris Johnson relaxes the country’s lockdown
measures. Johnson’s government has come under increasing criticism
for acting too late to control the spread of the pandemic, with Britain
now suffering the highest death toll from the virus in Europe. In a letter
published in the British Medical Journal, doctors warned that local flare-
ups are likely and a second wave is a real risk. Preparing for that
possibility is now urgent, as is a review of national preparedness, they
said.


More corona
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“Sweden’s COVID-19 expert says ‘world went mad’ with
lockdowns” via Niclas Rolander of Bloomberg — The man behind
Sweden’s controversial COVID-19 strategy, Anders Tegnell, has
characterized lockdowns imposed across much of the globe as a form
of “madness” that flies in the face of what is known about handling viral
outbreaks. Tegnell admits he misjudged the deadly potential of the
coronavirus in its early stages, but has refused to consider abandoning
his strategy. He says restricting movement to the radical extent seen
across much of the globe can create other problems, including
increased domestic abuse, loneliness and mass unemployment.


“That big vacation you scrapped is already selling out for next
summer” via Nancy Keates of The Wall Street Journal — Deborah
Pilla’s summer travel is all planned and booked. Next summer, that is.
Pilla, a retired pediatric dentist from New York, was supposed to go to
Russia with her husband and another couple in April. When the
coronavirus pandemic made that impossible, she rescheduled the exact
same itinerary, including private tours and hotel


  


“3 Georgia men indicted on murder charges in killing of Ahmaud
Arbery” via The Associated Press — A prosecutor announced that
three men have been indicted on murder charges in the killing of
Arbery. Prosecutor Joyette Holmes said a Glynn County grand jury
has indicted Travis McMichael, Greg McMichael and William
“Roddie” Bryan Jr. on charges including malice and felony murder in
the death of the African American man. In addition to malice murder
and felony murder charges, the McMichaels and Bryan each are
charged with two counts of aggravated assault and one count each of
false imprisonment and criminal attempt to commit false imprisonment.


Smoldering



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhdhily-edrdjlhjd-id/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhdhily-edrdjlhjd-it/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhdhily-edrdjlhjd-it/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhdhily-edrdjlhjd-ii/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhdhily-edrdjlhjd-ii/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhdhily-edrdjlhjd-ih/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhdhily-edrdjlhjd-ih/





Images provided by the Glynn County Detention Center in Georgia show Gregory
McMichael, left, his son Travis McMichael, center, and William “Roddie” Bryan Jr.


Image via AP.


“Police in misconduct cases stay on force through arbitration” via
Martha Bellisle of The Associated Press — A Florida sergeant was let
go six times for using excessive force and stealing from suspects.
These officers and hundreds of others across the country were fired,
sometimes repeatedly, for violating policies but got their jobs back after
appealing their cases to an arbitrator who overturned their discipline.
The killing of George Floyd at the hands of a Minneapolis police officer
sparked weeks of protests and calls for reforms, but experts say
arbitration can block those efforts. Arbitration, the appeals process used
by most law enforcement agencies, contributes to officer misconduct,
limits public oversight and dampens morale, said Loyola University
Chicago law professor Stephen Rushin, who last year published a
study on arbitration in the University of Pennsylvania Law Review.


“What went so wrong in the Senate’s failed attempt to pass a bill
on policing reform?” via Amber Phillips of The Washington Post —
Did Senate Democrats just block a Republican policing bill on
Wednesday to make Republicans look weak on such an important
issue to many Americans going into November? Or are Republicans
putting up a thin bill that will not solve the problems and then castigating
Democrats for not moving forward on it? Police restructuring is not
totally dead. But it is hard to see how both sides will ever compromise
on a piece of legislation that could pass the Republican-controlled
Senate, make it through the Democratic-controlled House and get
signed by Trump.


“GOP lawmakers launch new attacks on Black Lives Matter
protesters” via Michael Brice-Saddler of The Washington Post — A
Congressman from Minnesota said that those aligned with Black Lives
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Matter in protest of police brutality are “at war” with “Western culture,”
language that advocacy groups note has long been used to promote
White nationalism. “The Democrat ‘Black Lives Matter’ Party, along with
armies of rioters, are at war with our country, our beliefs and Western
culture,” Rep. Jim Hagedorn wrote Tuesday. Matt Gaetz addressed a
crowd of young conservatives in Phoenix, where he decried calls to
defund police agencies and expressed dismay over the actions of some
protesters.


Jim Hagedorn and Matt Gaetz among the Republicans who are launching new
attacks on BLM protesters.


“Wisconsin state senator attacked by protesters as
demonstrations in Madison turn violent” via Allyson Chiu of The
Washington Post — State Sen. Tim Carpenter said that he had been
heading to the State Capitol to work late Tuesday when he stopped to
snap a photo of the protesters. “I don’t know what happened … all I did
was stop and take a picture … and the next thing I’m getting five-six
punches, getting kicked in the head,” said Carpenter. He also said he
may have a concussion and fractured nose in addition to a bruised eye,
sore ribs and back. Protesters, however, said the lawmaker provoked
them.


“Indian River school district bans Confederate flag in new code of
conduct” via News Channel 8 — The School District of Indian River
County voted 4-0 in approval of the new code of conduct. Merchon
Green, the chairman of the school district’s Equity Committee,
explained this is something the community has been urging the school
board to do for years. “If NASCAR can ban the Confederate flag, surely
the School District of Indian River County can,” Green said. She
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explained that board members in 2017 considered a ban, but due to
concerns over freedom of expression, a ban never made it on the
books. This comes after years of issues related to the flag on school
campuses.


“Commissioners vote to keep Confederate Flag flying in Walton
County” via Tom McLaughlin of the NWF Daily News — A call to
remove the Confederate Flag that has flown at the Walton County
Courthouse since the Civil Rights era was rejected Tuesday by the
county commission in a 3-2 vote. Commissioners Danny Glidewell,
Trey Nick and Melanie Nipper voted against a proposal to retire the
flag. The motion was put forward by Commission Chairman Bill
Chapman and followed pleas from several residents who said they see
the flag as emblematic of past and present racism. “That flag has
always been a symbol of hatred, bigotry, racism and discrimination,”
said Anthony Johnson. The courthouse flag, which was initially raised
in 1964 “in clear resistance to the Civil Rights Act and Martin Luther
King,” according to resident Michael Bowden, has come under fire
before.


“NAACP, ACLU and Hillsborough police leaders announce
agreement” via Anastasia Dawson of the Tampa Bay Times — A
month of nonstop protests against police brutality and racial injustice
brought together these groups: The National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, the American Civil Liberties Union
and Hillsborough County’s law enforcement leaders. Their discussions
led to the countywide police reforms that were unveiled at a
Wednesday news conference. Every agency agreed to implement a list
of policy changes the community groups brought to the table. And every
agency agreed to adopt the same policy language, which would mean
nearly all of Hillsborough’s law enforcement officers would follow the
same policies.


“Charges against FIU student protesters dropped after 911 call
gets released” via the Miami Herald — The four protesters arrested
near Florida International University’s main campus are no longer
facing charges of unlawful assembly. In a 911 call first reported by
WLRN, the caller said that a lady was jumping in front of cars on the
road.



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhdhily-edrdjlhjd-di/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhdhily-edrdjlhjd-di/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhdhily-edrdjlhjd-dd/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhdhily-edrdjlhjd-dd/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhdhily-edrdjlhjd-dh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhdhily-edrdjlhjd-dh/





  


“Oil spill 2010: Charlie Crist looks back” via Dave Dunwoody of
WUWF — In 2010, Crist was the state’s Republican chief executive.
Crist made several visits to Pensacola Beach that summer, meeting a
number of times with workers in hazmat suits cleaning up the beaches.
Meeting with both elected officials and residents, Crist’s message was
staying calm and handling the problems, working both hard and smart
in a team effort. “All of us are guilty because our cars use it, but there
are alternatives that we need to be moving toward,” said Crist during an
event in 2010. Crist’s call for a special session to ban offshore drilling
was considered bad timing when, many said, fishermen, hoteliers and
restaurateurs were worried about making the upcoming payroll.


D.C. matters
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Charlie Crist reminisces about the 2010 BP oil spill.


“More than 13,000 federal workers face a possible furlough of 30
days or longer” via Eric Yoder of The Washington Post — Three-
fourths of the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services workforce —
more than 13,000 employees — could be told as soon as Wednesday
that they face extended furloughs starting Aug. 3 that would cut off their
salaries and severely curtail the agency’s work, the union representing
the employees has said. The agency has said it will need to take that
action unless it receives a cash infusion from Congress. Officials with
the American Federation of Government Employees said that USCIS
management told them Tuesday that notices of potential furloughs will
be sent between Wednesday and July 3, under government personnel
rules requiring advance notice when a furlough is projected to last 30
days or more.


  


“DeSantis nails down teacher pay increases” via Ana Ceballos of the
News Service of Florida — After warning of big-budget vetoes because
of the coronavirus pandemic, DeSantis secured the fate of one major
spending item: teacher pay increases. He signed into law a measure
that sets the stage for spending $500 million to try to boost the
minimum salaries of classroom teachers to at least $47,500 and to give
raises to veteran teachers. “It was quite a challenge to make sure that
even though we fought for it, we would be able to do it,” DeSantis said.
“People said after COVID-19 that this shouldn’t happen or that we
shouldn’t do this anymore. But today, it’s happening. Promise made,
promise kept,” Rob Bradley said.


Statewide
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Ron DeSantis secures teacher pay increases, despite potential budget woes from
COVID-19.


Looming ‘Red Wedding’ worries lobbying corps — When DeSantis
releases his veto list, lobbyists could be among the hardest hit. As
reported by Matt Dixon of POLITICO Florida, lobbyists are bracing
themselves for a record-setting veto list that has the potential to put
their client contracts at risk. While policy-focused groups hire
representation to get bills passed, many lobbyists are retained to get a
line item into the budget, and if it gets crossed out they could be cash
strapped. If so, cutting their lobbyist budget could be their first move.
“People are scared this is going to be like Black Friday for the lobbying
industry with a mass exodus of clients,” one lobbyist said.


“Budget questions loom for disabilities programs” via Christine
Sexton of the News Service of Florida — The bigger question is
whether DeSantis will veto $128 million in new funding that Senate
President Bill Galvano helped put in the state’s upcoming budget for
disabilities programs. Advocates say the increased funding is
necessary to implement one of the bills (SB 82), which makes changes
in how the state’s Medicaid-funded “iBudget” program operates. Valerie
Breen, executive director of the Florida Developmental Disabilities
Council, sent a letter in May asking DeSantis to spare the additional
funds as he uses his line-item veto power to trim the budget. Her group,
which includes state Agency for Persons with Disabilities Director
Barbara Palmer, has not heard back from the administration.


“DOT tries different approach for DeSantis toll road” via Phil
Fernandez of the Naples Daily News — In its most recent public
meeting related to a Southwest Florida expressway, the state
Department of Transportation decided to focus on how the massive
highway would help expand broadband. In response, nobody was
captivated enough by the performance to fling nickels into the metal
cups DOT officials were seemingly holding out. Instead, they once
again heard from most participants that the unneeded pavement,
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possibly following rural State Road 29, would slash through some of the
most pristine lands left on the peninsula and prime Florida panther
habitat while increasing urban sprawl. Unlike all or nearly all major
transportation endeavors, the idea for these didn't come from planners
or engineers.


“Reappointments of university presidents confirmed” via the News
Service of Florida — The state university system’s Board of Governors
has confirmed the reappointments of the presidents of Florida Atlantic
University, Florida Polytechnic University and New College of Florida.
Trustees at each of the schools recently approved one-year extensions
for Florida Atlantic President John Kelly, Florida Polytechnic President
Randy Avent and New College President Donal O’Shea. But
reappointments are subject to confirmation by the system’s Board of
Governors.


“VISIT FLORIDA approves budget, but more money eyed” via Jim
Turner of the News Service of Florida — The VISIT FLORIDA Board of
Directors approved more than $42 million for tourism marketing as part
of a $108 million operating budget for next fiscal year. However, a lot
more money might be needed to offset the coronavirus’s massive
damage to the tourism and hospitality industries, according to board
member Carol Dover. Dover, president and CEO of the Florida
Restaurant and Lodging Association, said she has already mentioned
to DeSantis the need for VISIT FLORIDA to get additional marketing
dollars if lawmakers are called into a Special Session to address budget
impacts of COVID-19. “I said $50 million isn't even enough when it's
under normal circumstances.”


“Florida enacts heat stroke protections for student-athletes” via
Bobby Caina Calvan and Brendan Farrington of The Associated Press
— A new law, known as the Zachary Martin Act, was among 23 bills
signed by DeSantis late Tuesday. Public schools will be required to
have a tub or other large container filled with cold water at the sidelines
during all games and practices. Schools also will be required to have
defibrillators to resuscitate stricken athletes. The new law also requires
schools to train personnel on how to recognize signs of heat-related
ailments, including potentially deadly heat strokes, and to take
lifesaving actions.


Wait, what? — “Injunction overturned in lawmaker stalking case”
via Jim Saunders of the News Service of Florida — Citing First
Amendment rights, an appeals court overturned an injunction that state
Sen. Lauren Book obtained because of alleged cyberstalking and
harassment by an activist who opposes laws dealing with sex-offender
registries. The full 4th District Court of Appeal, in an 8-3 ruling, said a
Broward County circuit judge improperly granted an injunction that, in
part, was designed to prevent Derek Warren Logue from having
contact with Book and from publishing any statement threatening her.
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Book pointed to actions by Logue at events in Tallahassee and New
York and online posts in seeking the injunction.


“Miami filmmaker’s video rips State Attorney over inmate death
probe. He backs her foe.” via David Ovalle and David Smiley of the
Miami Herald — Miami filmmaker Billy Corben released a brief video
attacking one of his most frequent targets: long-standing State Attorney
Katherine Fernandez Rundle, who is up for reelection in August. In
specific, the graphic two-minute video rips Fernandez Rundle for
declining to pursue criminal charges in the death of Darren Rainey, a
Black mentally ill inmate who died in a hot prison shower at the Dade
Correctional Institution in June 2012. The video comes as some Black
Lives Matter protesters have focused on Fernandez Rundle’s record of
prosecuting law enforcement officers. The video includes gruesome
photos of Rainey’s body after his death, alleging he was scalded to
death.


One of Anthony Sabatini's clients — “Seminole Tax Collector Joel
Greenberg resigns after federal stalking charges” via Martin E.
Comas of the Orlando Sentinel — Seminole County Tax Collector
Greenberg, who was arrested at his home and indicted on charges that
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he stalked a political opponent, resigned Wednesday, officials said.
DeSantis is expected to name an interim tax collector to serve the
remainder of Greenberg’s term — or through December 2020 — “in the
very near future,” said attorney Brian Bieber, a partner with Gray
Robinson law firm, which represents the Tax Collector’s Office.
However, he did not give a date. In the meantime, Cynthia Torres,
Seminole’s deputy tax collector, will take over the role of tax collector,
according to Bieber.


“Winter Park to ban commercial electric scooters, bikes” via Lisa
Marie Garza of the Orlando Sentinel — Winter Park banned
commercially-operated electric bicycles and scooters within city limits,
preventing rental companies like Lime or Spin from operating there.
Commissioners unanimously passed the ordinance. Mayor Steve
Leary was absent from the meeting. The city said it has been
approached by multiple rental companies to set up e-bikes and
scooters, including in its prominent shopping and dining districts such
as Park Avenue and Hannibal Square. A recent request was a pitch to
allow for a multipassenger “bar” that lets users pedal around town
seated around a table that is steered by a driver and manned by a
bartender.


“Keys jail deputy arrested for double-dipping job scam, sheriff’s
office says” via Gwen Filosa of FL Keys News — A Florida Keys jail
deputy was arrested on a warrant for grand theft after her bosses said
she got a job in Palm Beach County while on sick leave from the
Monroe County Sheriff’s Office. Jasmyn Parke Acevedo, didn’t
venture outside of her wheelhouse in getting another job while still on
Monroe’s payroll, police said. She went to work in Palm Beach as a jail
deputy, too. “She went out and got the exact same job that she was
saying she was too sick to do,” said Adam Linhardt, the Monroe
sheriff’s office spokesman. “It’s an egregious case.” Acevedo was
arrested June 19 and released early the next day after posting a $2,500
surety bond.


“Police probe death at Sigma Alpha Epsilon house after reports of
accidental fall from roof” via Jeff Burlew and Byron Dobson of the
Tallahassee Democrat — A former Florida State University student was
found dead Wednesday morning outside the Sigma Alpha Epsilon
house, prompting police to investigate reports he fell from the roof in an
accident. Two members of the fraternity, who did not provide their
names, told the Tallahassee Democrat someone fell from the roof of the
frat house at 415 W. College Ave. Lt. John Baker, a spokesman for the
FSU Police Department, said the victim was a 21-year-old former
student. The department did not release his name. Baker said officers
got a call between 6:30 and 6:45 a.m. after a city meter reader
discovered the body outside on the west side of the house.
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Rest In Peace — “Tom Kelly, former Post Editor, dies at 84” via Eliot
Kleinberg of The Palm Beach Post — Kelly, who from 1973 to 1987
helped to lead The Palm Beach Post through a key period in its growth,
died Sunday at 84 in West Palm Beach, his family said. Kelly “set the
groundwork to turn The Post from a scrappy mid-size newspaper into
one of the best newspapers of its size in the country,” Jan Tuckwood,
a longtime Post senior editor and now director of revenue content,
wrote Monday. And Kelly wrote in his Jan. 18, 1987, farewell column
that in just two decades, “The Post has gone from ‘little paper’ to ‘good
little paper’ to ‘good middle-sized paper’ to ‘good-and-getting better
metropolitan paper.’ ” But, he wrote, “After more than 32 consecutive
years of newspapering, the time seems right for me to take one step
back from the tyranny of endless deadlines, get to know my wife and
sons better and decide how to spend the rest of my working life
productively.”


  


George Anderson, Matt Brockelman, Brian Bautista, Charles
Dudley, Mercer Fearington, James McFaddin, Paul Mitchell, Sarah
Nemes, Erin Rock, Monte Stevens, Sheela VanHoose, The Southern
Group: AmFed National Insurance Company, Autism Speaks, Beep,
Florida Scholastic Esports League, IFM360, Medical Sales and
Solutions, Netspend Corporation, Verificient Technologies


Robert Holroyd, Tripp Scott: Yawn Properties


Robert Schenck, The Legis Group: Real Diagnostics, Yawn Properties


Timothy Stanfield, Greenberg Traurig: Avibra, VPay, WePayMore
Funding


Lobby regs
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"Joe Biden takes dominant lead as voters reject Trump on virus
and race" via Alex Burns, Jonathan Martin and Matt Stevens of The
New York Times — Biden has taken a commanding lead over Trump in
the 2020 race, building a wide advantage among women and nonwhite
voters and making deep inroads with some traditionally Republican-
leaning groups that have shifted away from Mr. Trump following his
ineffective response to the coronavirus pandemic, according to a new
national poll of registered voters by The New York Times and Siena
College. Biden is currently ahead of Trump by 14 percentage points,
garnering 50 percent of the vote compared with 36 percent for Trump.
That is among the most dismal showings of Trump’s presidency, and a
sign that he is the clear underdog right now in his fight for a second
term.


Joe Biden is widening the lead against Donald Trump in several key states. Image
via AP.


“Political donors linked to China won access to Trump, GOP” via
Brian Spegele of The Wall Street Journal — Soon after Donald Trump
took office, people with ties to the Chinese state poured hundreds of
thousands of dollars into his reelection bid to get close to and
potentially influence the new president. The effort had early success in
gaining access for those involved, helping them meet the president or
top Republicans at fundraisers or at an internal GOP leadership
meeting. It reveals how China seeks to build inroads into U.S. politics,
gather information on U.S. leaders and if possible affect policymaking.


“Karen Bass is being vetted as part of Joe Biden’s vice
presidential search” via Sean Sullivan of The Washington Post —
Bass, the chair of the Congressional Black Caucus, is under
consideration by Biden’s campaign as a potential running mate amid


2020
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pressure on him to put an African American woman on the ticket. Bass,
a former speaker of the California Assembly who has served in
Congress since 2011, is the lead architect of a sweeping House
Democratic police overhaul bill. She has emerged as one of the most
prominent African American women in politics in the wake of several
high-profile killings of unarmed Black people that sparked nationwide
protests.


“How diverse is Joe Biden’s 2020 staff? His campaign won’t say.”
via Ruby Cramer and Henry J. Gomez of BuzzFeed — “Look at my
staff,” Biden said in December. The subject of diversity had come up in
an NPR interview: Only white candidates had qualified for the next
Democratic debate, one of the last before the start of the primary, and
the reporter asked if Biden would commit to selecting a person of color
as his running mate. He looked equal parts frustrated by the question
and confident in his answer. “I have the most diverse staff of anybody
running. I've always done that.” Biden’s campaign refused to give any
detail about the claim after he made it. More than six months later, he
has yet to back up the assertion or provide any data on campaign staff
diversity.


“Democrats confirm plans for nearly all-virtual convention” via Bill
Barrow of The Associated Press — Democrats will hold an almost
entirely virtual presidential nominating convention Aug. 17-20 in
Milwaukee using live broadcasts and online streaming, party officials
said Wednesday. Joe Biden plans to accept the presidential nomination
in person, but it remains to be seen whether there will be a significant
in-person audience there to see it. The Democratic National Committee
said in a statement that official business, including the votes to
nominate Biden and his yet-to-be-named running mate, will take place
virtually, with delegates being asked not to travel to Milwaukee.
Democrats had offered strong signals before Wednesday that they’d
curtail convention activities, including when Party Chairman Tom Perez
pushed back the original convention dates in mid-July.


“K Street may mostly skip political conventions this year” via Kate
Ackley of Roll Call — Lobbyists from K Street’s biggest firms and
associations may end up skipping this year’s political conventions, as
they grapple with fears of the coronavirus and fallout from related
location and date changes. Discombobulated from all the uncertainty,
the influence sector’s plans, with conventions set to begin in about two
months, are totally in flux. Typically, this close to the nominating
conventions, lobbyists would have booked hotel rooms, arranged for
event spaces to host receptions and scored passes to attend high-
profile speeches, including those of the party nominees. Not this year.


“Why does voting during the pandemic seem to be going badly in
so many places?” via Amber Phillips of The Washington Post —
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Voting in primaries disrupted by the pandemic has caused some big
messes. New York’s primary Tuesday had long lines that are typical for
the state, but also plenty of voters saying they went to a polling location
because they didn’t get their absentee ballots. What does all this mean
for November, when the pandemic could still be raging? That’s not
something we can answer yet. But we can walk through with experts
what happened in some of the most problematic primaries so far to get
a better understanding of whether it can be fixed.


  


“Dear America, Jacksonville is better than its leaders” via Nate
Monroe of The Florida Times-Union — This is Jacksonville in a nutshell:
In a moment of profound social upheaval largely centered around the
relationship between the police and the policed, as well as a budget-
busting economic recession that has public agencies looking for ways
to cut back, Jacksonville Sheriff Mike Williams proposed an increase in
his budget next year. Really? Even in a town accustomed to tone-deaf
leaders, Williams crossed a special threshold. Then there’s the Mayor,
Lenny Curry, whose chief concern for the next 60-something days will
be event planning. Recession? Hurricane season? The pandemic? The
job of running daily a massive and diverse city? All must take a back
seat to rolling the red carpet out for the National Republican
Convention.


Mayor Lenny Curry and Sheriff Mike Williams are two 'tone-deaf' leaders that do
not reflect Jacksonville.


Convention countdown
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“In Jacksonville, can RNC ‘coexist’ with anniversary of a racist
attack?” via Kirby Wilson and Margo Snipe of the Tampa Bay Times —
Aug. 27 was already starred on the Jacksonville calendar. Then the city
learned Trump was coming to town. Trump is scheduled to accept the
Republican presidential nomination in Jacksonville on the 60th
anniversary of Ax Handle Saturday, a notorious race riot in the city. On
that day in 1960, hundreds of angry white people chased and beat
demonstrators from the local NAACP Youth Council who sat at white-
only lunch counters in an act of resistance. About 50 people were
injured, and more than 60 were arrested, most of them Black.


  


“To invest or not to invest: Adam Hattersley portfolio creates new
spat in CD 15 Democratic primary” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida
Politics — Alan Cohn’s campaign is launching a new line of attack on
his Democratic rival in Florida’s 15th Congressional District, this time
drawing a distinction on the environment. Hattersley invested in fossil
fuel companies and previously accepted a top dollar contribution from


More from the trail
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TECO, a Tampa-based energy company and subsidiary of Canada-
based Emera. “If you believe we should stop burning coal and ban
fracking, that we need bold action to combat climate change, that we
need to transition to renewable energy, but are using your money to
invest in companies who are working against all of those goals and
whose profitability hinges on those things never happening — you are
complicit in the destruction of our planet,” Cohn said.


Adam Hattersley is getting slammed for his investment portfolio.


“Alcee Hastings, Ron Klein among 11 new endorsements for Tina
Polsky in SD 29” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Hastings and
Klein are among a new group backing Polsky‘s bid for Senate District
29. “I have seen Tina’s commitment to bringing economic development
to all parts of Palm Beach County — including the Glades,” Hastings
said in a Wednesday statement. “I know that in the state Senate, she
will be a steadfast advocate for job creation and economic development
in rural areas.” Polsky currently represents House District 81, which
covers much of the same territory as SD 29. She swapped over to the
SD 29 race after incumbent Democratic Sen. Kevin Rader declined to
pursue a second term. Sen. Bobby Powell and Palm Beach County
Commissioners Mary Lou Berger and Melissa McKinlay also
announced they would endorse Polsky Wednesday.


“Ray Rodrigues nabs Florida police union endorsement” via Jacob
Ogles of Florida Politics — The Florida Police Benevolent Association is
endorsing Rodrigues. As Republicans in the state rally around a “law
and order” message, the endorsement could play a significant role in
the race. “We are proud to endorse Ray Rodrigues for Florida Senate
District 27,” reads a letter from Matt Puckett, executive director of the
state PBA. “He has demonstrated a strong commitment to the men and
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women of law enforcement and corrections. We know he has our back.”
Rodrigues faces a primary challenge from fellow state lawmaker
Heather Fitzenhagen. Rodrigues through his eight years in the Florida
House has often sided with law enforcement on high-profile issues,
sharing an opposition to legalizing marijuana for recreational use, for
example.


Ray Rodrigues gets a big union endorsement. Image via Colin Hackley.


“Stonewall Democrats of Pinellas endorse Mark Oliver in HD 70” via
Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — The Stonewall Democrats of
Pinellas County is endorsing Oliver for House District 70. The LGBT
wing of the local party picked Oliver out of a four-way field. “It has been
a long time since our District has had such a strong candidate such as
Mark. He is the one who will be the best advocate for the LGBTQ+
community,” said Susan McGrath, president of the Stonewall
Democrats of Pinellas and immediate past chair of the Pinellas
Democratic Party. He was previously running in House District 59 to
succeed Adam Hattersley who is leaving office to run for Congress.


— “Meet Mamie ‘Dee’ Melvin, a Democrat running for House
District 33” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics
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“Why would Europe want American visitors right now?” via
Andreas Kluth of Bloomberg Opinion — So the European Union, which
has largely controlled the spread of COVID-19 and understandably
wants to keep it that way, is deciding whom to let into its borders come
July 1. And the list of approved countries, to be released next week, will
apparently not include the U.S. Many Americans will be outraged.
Trump is sure to have a hissy fit. A glance down the list, which is still
being drawn up and will be reviewed every 14 days based on new
epidemiological data, will only make Americans madder. How dare
those Europeans treat us like Brazilians and Russians, who’ll also be
restricted? Even China, the origin of what Trump calls the “Kung flu,”
made the cut.


Top opinion


  


“If any place needs help with COVID-19, it’s our jails and prisons”


Opinions
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via The Palm Beach Post editorial board — In a state that’s seeing a
surge in coronavirus infections, the latest count of virus cases behind
bars is also on the upswing. According to the Florida Department of
Corrections, there are more than 1,600 cases in 13 “hotspot” facilities.
Palm Beach County’s South Bay Correctional Facility stands out in
particular. More than 215 inmates tested positive for the virus, as have
60 staff members, the highest for any prison in Florida. The virus
continues to spread in county jails, too. The numbers are small when
compared to the general population, but we’re still talking about a
vulnerable population confined to close quarters, many from
impoverished backgrounds, and have underlying health conditions.


“Natishia June: Racial disparities in Florida’s criminal justice
system are shameful” via Florida Politics — The numbers don’t lie:
racism and discrimination are prevalent in Florida’s criminal justice
system and the disparities in Florida are greater than those across the
nation. The state needs reform, not just for Black people but many
others caught in the ineffective, dangerous and increasingly expensive
system. Clearly there is much work to be done and it appears our state
lawmakers are not in a hurry to make the necessary changes. The
Senate is willing, but House leadership has resisted any real reform. In
failing to act, lawmakers are perpetuating a racially discriminatory
system that disrupts too many families and costs many Black Floridians
the prime, productive years of their lives, while costing taxpayers more
and more money every year.
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Florida didn’t just break the record for newly reported COVID-19 cases
— we smashed it. The Department of Health added another 5,500
confirmed cases Wednesday: That’s 1,400 more than the previous
record set Saturday.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— Gov. DeSantis has been doing his best to downplay the significance
of the new cases. But people in the north are noticing Florida’s spike in
COVID-19 cases. Governors of New York, New Jersey and Connecticut
have each signed emergency orders imposing a 14-day quarantine on
anyone traveling there from Florida, as well as from eight other states
that have seen a surge in coronavirus infections.


— Coincidentally, in the early days of the pandemic, Florida did the
same thing to travelers from New York. Now, their numbers are going
down while ours are going up. As they say, payback is a b***h.


Today's Sunrise
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— Officials at VISIT FLORIDA are making plans to lure tourists back to
the Sunshine State, starting with a $13 million marketing plan targeting
Floridians an urging them to consider staycations. They’re also asking
the Governor and Legislature to double its $50 million budget.


— The pandemic has spawned a whole new series of scams; Attorney
GeneralMoody says there’s a new one making the rounds — con artists
claiming the government will pay you to stay inside.


— DeSantis holds a ceremonial signing for the teacher pay bill he
championed in the Legislature; he says there’s enough money to move
Florida to the Top 5 in starting pay for teachers. He insists he will not
make any reductions in the pay plan because of COVID-19.


— The battle over a congressional seat in Miami moves to a
Tallahassee courtroom. Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos Giménez
faces a lawsuit from a fellow Republican claiming the Mayor should be
barred from the primary because his name was misspelled on the
check used to pay the official qualifying fee.


— Checking in with a Florida Woman who is suing her neighbor over a
paternity test — for a goat.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“Eiffel Tower to reopen after longest closure since WWII” via The
Associated Press — Workers are preparing the Eiffel Tower for
reopening next week, after the coronavirus pandemic led to the iconic
Paris landmark’s longest closure since World War II. France’s tourism
industry is opening back up, but the 324-meter tall wrought-iron tower
won’t immediately welcome visitors the way it did before the country
went into lockdown in March. Only limited numbers of people will be
allowed in when the Eiffel Tower opens again on June 25. Elevators to
the top will be out of service, at least at first, and only the first and
second floors will be accessible to the public. Everyone over 11 years
old will be required to wear face masks, and crowd control measures
will be in place. A stringent cleaning operation is in place and will
continue daily from next week.


Aloe
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The landmark will emerge from its longest closure since World War II in time for
the summer season, but with limited visitor numbers at first, and mandatory face


masks for all over the age of 11. Image via AP. 


  


Best wishes to Reps. Bryan Avila, Javier Fernandez, and Anika
Omphroy, Rebecca Kapusta, and Amanda Prater.


Happy birthday
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2 new cases, total at 422
Date Collected Jun 1, 2020 9:20 AM EDT
Category Local
Source FLORIDA TODAY (Brevard County, Florida)
Author By, Jennifer Sangalang, Florida Today
Market Melbourne, FL
Language English
 
Brevard registered 2 new coronavirus cases, for a total of 422 people testing positive since the
pandemic, according to Sunday morning's state Department of Health data.
 
No new deaths were reported. In all, Brevard lost 12 people to the coronavirus, and victims
ranged in age from 73 to 94 years old.
 
The DOH always cautions that its data is provisional and subject to change.
 
The Brevard cases involve 411 residents and 11 non-residents. They range in age from 1 to 99
with a median age of 58. Of the Brevard residents, 189 are men and 222 female.
 
The county has seen 61 hospitalizations. It's important to note that number does not refer to
people currently hospitalized; instead, it's people who sought hospital treatment at some
point.
 
The state DOH does not provide a count of people recovered.
 
The number of cases in Florida as of Sunday morning was 56,163, up 739 from the previous
day; 54,764 of those cases are Florida residents and 1,300 are non-Florida residents, FDOH
data show. As of Sunday, there were 2,451 Florida resident deaths, an increase of 4 from the
previous day, and 10,190 Florida resident hospitalizations.
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Total tested in Florida as of Sunday: 1,022,265, with 56,163 testing positive and 965,186
testing negative, FDOH data show.
 
As of Sunday, Brevard had tested 23,033, with 422 testing positive and 22,609 testing negative
since the pandemic began. The county's percent positive is 1.8%. The state DOH does not
provide a count of people recovered.
 
 
 
New COVID-19 testing sites available for Charlotte County residents
Date Collected Jun 1, 2020 9:13 AM EDT
Category Local
Source WINK TV
Author WINK News
Market Fort Myers, FL
Language English
 
The Florida Department of Health in Charlotte County is providing free COVID-19 virus testing
at the Charlotte County Sports Park, as well as two new mobile testing sites that will be
temporarily available in Englewood and Punta Gorda.
 
This test is for active virus infection and not an antibody test.
 
According to the FDOH, there will be two, one-day-only testing sites located in Charlotte
County.
 
Where: Ann & Chuck Dever Regional Park: 6791 San Casa Dr., Englewood
 
When: Monday, June 1, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. No appointment necessary. (One day only.)
 
Important Info: This is a “drive-thru” service. All individuals must stay in their vehicles during
the process (during registration and while being tested). Results may take 7 to 10 days.
 
Where: South County Regional Park: 670 Cooper St., Punta Gorda
 
When: Tuesday, June 2, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. No appointment necessary. (One day only.)
 
Important Info: This is a “drive-thru” service. All individuals must stay in their vehicles during
the process (during registration and while being tested). Results may take 7 to 10 days.
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There will be a third testing site available for two days in Charlotte County on June 2 and 4:
 
Where: Charlotte County Sports Park: 2300 El Jobean Rd., Port Charlotte
 
When: Tuesday, June 2, and Thursday, June 4, by appointment only.
 
Important Info: Residents can secure an appointment for testing by registering here.
 
Appointments are required and individuals must be 18 years and older. No same-day
appointments will be made. No “walk-ins” accepted. Additionally, antibody testing will not be
available.
This is a “drive-thru” service. All individuals must stay in their vehicles during the process
(during registration and while being tested). Results may take 7 to 10 days.
 
 
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis urges pro sports teams to train, play in Florida
Date Collected May 31, 2020 8:04 PM EDT
Category Blog
Source Orlando Sentinel
Author Iliana Limón Romero, Steven Lemongello
Market United States
Language English
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis wants all professional sports teams to come to Florida during the
coronavirus pandemic, offering a haven for those in other parts of the country under stay-at-
home orders.
 
“All professional sports are welcome here for practicing and for playing,” DeSantis said during
a news conference Wednesday. "Now, we’re not going to necessarily have fans, but there’s
been reports that Major League Soccer may want to have their season in Orlando. Do it. We
want to have you here.
 
“We want to have the basketball practicing again. We would love to have Major League
Baseball. And I think the message is that our people are starved to have some of this back in
their lives. It’s an important part of people’s lives. So we want to be able to do that. I think we
can certainly do it in a way that’s been safe.”
 
DeSantis has been an early proponent of professional sports resuming play in Florida, treating
WWE as an essential business so it could tape WrestleMania and other bouts at its
performance space in Orlando.
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Golf courses have always been excluded from his stay-at-home orders.
 
Soon after WrestleMania was completed, DeSantis urged UFC, NASCAR and others to feel
welcome in Florida without fans and under coronavirus safety protocols.
 
Those protocols include temperature checks, heavy use of hand sanitizer and hand-washing
stations, social distancing and, in many cases, coronavirus testing.
 
DeSantis has long contended that Floridians have access to all the tests they need, leaving no
conflict if pro sports teams do heavy testing to allow the staging of events in the state.
 
He praised UFC for hosting fights in Jacksonville and lauded upcoming charity golf events
featuring Tiger Woods, Phil Mickelson and others. He suggested Florida was unique in its
ability to stage these events.
 
“All these professional sports are going to be welcome in Florida. That may not be the case in
every other state in this country, as we’ve seen,” DeSantis said. “And so what I would tell
commissioners of leagues is, ‘If you have a team in an area where they just won’t let them
operate, we’ll find a place for you here in the state of Florida because we think it’s important
and we know that it can be done safely.' "
 
While the NBA and MLS are beginning individual workouts around the country, youth sports
seem much further away from resuming group competition.
 
However, the Orange County Convention Center is slated to host a major AAU volleyball
tournament in June, and DeSantis suggested other youth events may follow.
 
“We’re also going to be looking at some of the stuff with our youth sports as well,” he said.
“It’s very important and we need to figure out a way forward there. So we’ll ... hopefully have
some announcements on that very soon.”
 
 
 
Over 600 new Florida coronavirus cases in Monday's update; only 9 new deaths
Date Collected Jun 1, 2020 11:14 AM EDT
Category Local
Source FOX 13 News.com
Market Tampa, FL
Language English
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The Florida Department of Health says the number of known cases of COVID-19 in the state
rose by 667 since yesterday morning as the virus spreads and as more people are tested
across the state. The total number of cases in Florida is now 56,830.
 
The number of deaths has reached 2,460, an increase of nine since Sunday's update. Locally,
Polk County noted two new deaths while Pinellas reported one.
 
Of the 56,830 cases, 55,415 are Florida residents while 1,415 are non-Florida residents
currently in the state.
 
he state is not reporting a total number of "recovered" coronavirus patients or those currently
hospitalized. As of Monday, 10,231 people had been hospitalized for treatment at some point.
 
A total of 1,041,318 people have been tested in the state as of Monday -- about 4.8% of the
state's population -- according to the Florida Department of Health.
 
While the number of new cases has trended up over the last few weeks, the number of deaths
has trended down. In the last 30 days, the state has averaged just over 700 new cases per day.
That’s down to a level that the health care system can handle, according to Gov. Ron DeSantis.
 
As Florida continues taking steps to ease restrictions put in place due to the COVID-19
pandemic, health experts say new cases and more deaths are expected.
 
 
 
Reopening Jacksonville: Youth athletes juggle training virtually but are back in play
Date Collected Jun 1, 2020 11:33 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Times-Union
Author Christian Ortega
Market Jacksonville, FL
Language English
 
Florida Elite Soccer Academy, a Jacksonville soccer club that trains athletes across all levels of
the sport, quickly transitioned to virtual training amid the COVID-19 pandemic through the use
of Zoom, Google Classroom, YouTube and Facebook. They were successful in staying in form
as they waited for the announcement that the club may return to in-person practices.
 
Sean Bubb knew he had to react quickly.
 
When the COVID-19 pandemic swept through the nation months ago and Gov. Ron DeSantis
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issued orders to limit the virus’ spread, youth athletics was one of the victims. Public health
trumped participation in sports.
 
Bubb, the 53-year-old executive director of Florida Elite Soccer Academy, a Jacksonville-based
soccer club that hosts participants as young as 2 years old and as advanced as professional
athletes, knew he had to prioritize everyone’s health and safety while avoiding a drop in form.
 
“We are a club that is always at the forefront and is very cutting edge when it comes to
dealing with situations like this and creating programs and creating pathways,” Bubb said.
“The difficult part was obviously dealing with the dangers of the pandemic. Obviously we were
always going to follow the rules and make sure our athletes from the adult teams down to the
little ones are going to be safe first.”
 
Within a week he had a plan in place. As the news unfolded that team practices were placed
on a temporary hiatus, Bubb met the challenge of keeping his players focused, in shape and
connected while miles apart. It started through Google Classroom, a free web service
developed by Google to streamline the process of sharing files between teachers and
students.
 
There, Bubb and his coaches developed lessons to keep their athletes’ form in check. Soon
after, Florida Elite expanded to using Zoom, an online chat service, to facilitate communication
between players and coaches while hosting live training sessions on their YouTube and social
media platforms.
 
Through the multiple online platforms, coaches and their athletes maintained constant
contact with each other, meeting and training as often as they would had COVID-19 never
existed.
 
The academy even turned to Tottenham Hotspur, an English Premier League soccer club that
has been partners with Florida Elite since 2018, to get a better understanding of how to stay in
shape remotely along with helping implement guidelines on how to return to practice.
 
To reach the level of competitiveness required to succeed demands a tremendous amount of
dedication. Balance that with schoolwork and transitioning to life during a pandemic can only
exacerbate the challenges young athletes face — especially in a sport with a high burnout rate
like soccer.
 
 
“You have to adapt and make the best of it,” Bubb said. “In the face of this adversity that none
of us have seen before, they’ve really jumped in and shown qualities and drive that is going to
help them become successful in life.”







 
Bubb and his staff, who have decades of experience coaching soccer at multiple levels, knew
this. To combat their problem, they implemented a juggling competition. The rules are simple:
Record yourself juggling a soccer ball — or tennis ball for an added challenge — and send it to
the coaches.
 
As players broke milestones from 50 juggles in a row to over 1,000, they received tags they
can place on their bags as a testament to their accomplishments.
 
Alberto Pita, the U6-U12 girls/boys program director, said they had the idea to start the
competition years ago, but the quarantine was the perfect time to implement it. Currently the
all-time record is held by 12-year-old Holly Dunn, who completed 1,256 juggles. Bubb said he
would receive as many as 150 to 200 videos a day.
 
But practicing juggling is more than a way to pass time and compete against teammates, Pita
said. The purpose of the drill is to develop comfort with the ball at one’s feet.
 
“To be a good soccer player, you have to be confident and comfortable,” Pita said. “The
players that are not afraid to have the ball on their feet, those are the best.”
 
When the pandemic hit, Jose Esteves, a 44-year-old father whose 11-year-old son, Aaron, is a
member of the boys’ U13 team, worried that his son’s development would stunt because of
the limited practice available. But the virtual methods provided by the club eased his
concerns.
 
 
He said he spent each day practicing with his son. Aaron’s record for juggling is over 200 with
a soccer ball and 107 with a tennis ball.
 
“The training kept him [Aaron] focused, which was important,” Jose said.
 
Esteves is one of many parents who spoke highly of the success of the virtual training they
received.
 
Last week Florida Elite returned to in-person practice for the first time since the pandemic
began. Parents watched their children from their cars, cones were spaced in 10-foot-by-10-
foot squares, bags were several feet apart and water bottles never left the protective barrier
of a child’s cones.
 
“There’s a lot of excitement, but obviously safety first,” Bubb said. “The game comes second.”
 







Bubb greeted them saying they had to run 10 miles. Before the athletes could react, he
laughed and told them to get on the field to warm up. Throughout the practice, Bubb could be
overheard guiding his players through each drill, injecting jokes throughout his coaching.
 
After each drill, he would ask each player how many times they successfully completed it. No
matter the amount, each response was met with encouragement.
 
 
Practice won’t be the same, but for the members of the Florida Elite community, it was the
first return to normalcy in months. For a few hours, rising U13 athletes practiced technical
drills and agility in-person as opposed to in front of a screen.
 
“Their fitness levels won’t be the same, but we’re not worried about that,” Bubb said. “All the
work we’ve done over the past two months has really paid off.”
 
 
 
Counties consider pandemic in hurricane shelter policies
Date Collected Jun 1, 2020 12:37 PM EDT
Category Local
Source The News-Press (Fort Myers, Florida)
Author By, Patrick Riley, Naples Daily News
Market Florida, US
Language English
 
Coronavirus has changed the way Floridians shop for groceries, work, and interact with
strangers, friends and family members.
 
And with a potentially active hurricane season brewing, the pandemic may alter the way local
governments run public shelters - often the last resort for those most vulnerable during a
storm.
 
In Southwest Florida, where for many the memories of Hurricane Irma hurtling across the
region in 2017 are still fresh, local emergency management leaders have been contemplating
the conundrum.
 
Across the state, emergency management officials have been trying to figure out how to best
protect residents during a hurricane while making sure the highly contagious virus doesn't
spread in packed evacuation shelters.
 
"We're looking at lots of options and we feel like they're doable," Dan Summers, director of
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Collier County's bureau of emergency services, said in an interview in early May. "We want to
do it consistently statewide, at least for all the coastal communities."
 
Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz has said he will have a
plan with guidance for counties on how they may want to handle hurricanes differently amid
the pandemic.
 
"Every year we tell our residents to take the hurricane season seriously and to listen to the
reports that are coming out from our local agencies. This year more than ever, I think our
residents have to take it more seriously," state Sen. Kathleen Passidomo, R-Naples, said.
 
"So when you hear from the county or the city that you should evacuate, do it sooner rather
than later because you don't know what the status of the evacuations are going to be."
 
Sheltering options weighed
 
Officials may take in fewer people per shelter than usual or open additional ones to give
evacuees more room and allow them to better practice social distancing. They may screen
shelter seekers with temperature checks or questionnaires to identify who may be sick.
 
Additional cleanings and wearing masks - a growing sight in grocery stores, restaurants and
other parts of public life as Florida continues its reopening process - may become the norm in
shelters.
 
"We might still be asking you to, just like if you're wearing a mask to do retail shopping, we
might ask you to wear your mask at the shelter," Summers said. "And we'll work on additional
square footage, if we need to do that."
 
Part of the focus for local emergency managers, especially with resources stretched thin from
brush fires and the virus outbreak, is to have individuals and families prepare themselves as
best as possible for hurricane season. That may mean adding hand sanitizer as part of a
hurricane preparedness kit and bringing their own masks to the shelter.
 
"We'll just ask everybody to help us along the way that when they do come that they need to
be there and that they come as self-sufficient and properly prepared as they possibly can,"
Summers said.
 
Both Summers and Lee Mayfield, Lee County's director of public safety and emergency
management, emphasized that residents should make sure they know their risks, including
their storm surge and local flooding vulnerability, and how wind-resistant their home is.
 







In order to have sufficient space for those who absolutely need to shelter, those who face the
least risk may want to shelter at home, and those who are able to may want to seek refuge
with family, friends or hotels outside the affected counties, if a hurricane threatens.
 
"If you live outside of an evacuation zone and if you live in a strong home, a newer home, you
don't need to evacuate, especially if you can handle a couple days with no power," Mayfield
said in an interview this week. "So we really want to limit, especially this year, any unnecessary
evacuations."
 
Busy hurricane season forecast
 
Florida officials are readying for what could be a busy hurricane season, which officially begins
June 1 and runs through Nov. 30.
 
Forecasters from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration said they expect six to
10 hurricanes to form in the Atlantic Basin this year. An average season typically has six
hurricanes and peaks in August and September.
 
Overall, NOAA said 13 to 19 named storms will form. That number includes tropical storms,
which have wind speeds of 39 mph or higher. Storms are considered hurricanes when winds
reach 74 mph.
 
Three to six of the predicted hurricanes could be major, packing wind speeds of 111 mph or
higher. Irma made landfall on Florida's west coast as a Category 3 storm, packing peak wind
gusts of more than 140 mph.
 
Summers said Collier officials are using Irma as their baseline for planning purposes, though he
is hoping the numbers for a potential storm this year will be far less than that. For Irma, he
said, about 26,000 people were in shelters.
 
Collier is still looking at somewhere between 24 and 26 buildings as shelters. Lee, right now,
has about 20 shelters it could open, Mayfield said.
 
Instead of planning for 40 square feet per person, Summers said officials may bump that
number to 60 square feet per person or family unit.
 
"We'll give them a little more room to spread out...," he said. "And as a result we know that
will bring the number, the census down, in those buildings in order to maintain some social
distance practice."
 
Summers estimates that could drop the capacity per building by 10% or 15%. So an average







school, he added, where normally 300 people would shelter may now be somewhere in the
250 or 225 range, depending on the layout of the building.
 
County officials have not done new calculations yet based on giving shelter seekers more
room, but are working on it, Summers said.
 
"I have not done the math on the square footage yet," he said.
 
Shelter life amid pandemic
 
Not only might residents have more space if they have to seek refuge at a public shelter this
hurricane season, but their meals might come in different forms, too.
 
Food service, Summers said, may be a bagged lunch or boxed dinner that can be passed out as
opposed to evacuees having to wait in line for meals. A staggered meal schedule could also be
an option.
 
The county has processes in place for "hospital-grade cleaning," Summers said, and is
reviewing protocol for cleaning shelters after occupancy so that they get "a deep-cleaning"
prior to school reopening.
 
"And doing enhanced cleaning services during the shelter operation," he said.
 
What exactly a potential screening process for shelter seekers may look like is not yet
determined. But there are ideas.
 
"We haven't refined that screening process, but if there is a screening, it might be, 'OK, hey,
we want these folks to go over here if they had a high temp and they're going to consult with
a nurse,'" Summers said. "Or they'll maybe call with the health department hotline."
 
The other question, Summers said, is what will happen with rapid testing. So far at least, he
said, rapid testing is "by no stretch of the imagination" set up for an environment to test 400,
500 or 600 people in an evacuation shelter.
 
"That technology or those processes or resources are just not here yet," he said.
 
Summers said that what may happen if someone during a screening is determined to show
symptoms is not yet clear, but added that officials won't "put anyone in harm's way."
 
Ferreting out the details for a proposed screening process is just one of the many challenges
and questions facing emergency managers as they grapple with the possibility of an ongoing







pandemic coupled with a potential hurricane that forces officials to open shelters.
 
Does the individual need to be isolated from others? Does that mean a space in a classroom?
In a hallway? Does it mean maybe an additional mask or changing the mask? Does it call for a
telemedicine conference or a conversation with a nurse to talk about treatment or isolation
options?
 
Emergency managers face challenges
 
Summers and others are mulling those questions.
 
"If they are somewhat symptomatic, we'll have to devise some alternate plans. And we'll work
through those scenarios over the summer...," he said. "And, you know, this is another one of
those things where we need folks to be honest and, to the extent possible, maintain that
social distancing and evaluate: Are they better off sheltering at home?"
 
Still, some officials fear that those who should evacuate won't because they think there aren't
any safe options. Summers agreed that that is a worry.
 
"But what we hope we can do with a lot of our messaging, a lot of our mass notification
systems, is that, like any of these events, we'll still be paying close attention to those that are
in the immediate storm surge threat," he said. "Conversations with mobile home communities
and as we always have done, looking after our special needs populations."
 
For Summers, the biggest concern and challenge, however, is the supply chain. Collier officials
want to have a reserve inventory of personal protective equipment, known as PPE, for their
evacuees.
 
Temperature screenings, for instance, require infrared thermometers, which Summers said he
has on order. He would like to have between 30,000 and 40,000 procedure masks available for
sheltering.
 
Collier's emergency services center is the central receiving site for PPE for all the nursing
homes and hospitals in the county. What the county has set aside right now, Summers said, is
for a surge or outbreak at a particular facility.
 
"We're running somewhere in the one- to two-day reserve of inventory," Summers said May
5. "The state and the profession, if you will, would like to be at a 10-day inventory level. We're
not there yet. I don't think any county in the state has got 10 days worth of PPE right now."
 
Some of the supply issues, he said, are beginning to look better, but no state is stabilized yet in







their PPE delivery. And every coastal community, Summers said, is thinking what Collier is
thinking: Do we need to have some reserve for hurricane shelter operations?
 
"We hope by August and September that, if the counties are not able to build reserve, we
hope that the state or (Federal Emergency Management Agency) will be able to provide
reserve," he said.
 
Restoring power after storm
 
The pandemic also could change the way power is brought back after a storm.
 
Utility officials told the Florida Public Service Commission this month that restoring electricity
after hurricanes this season "would have added costs due to physical-distancing
requirements," the News Service of Florida reported.
 
As utilities try to prevent the spread of the virus, plans are underway to create "more staging
areas to reduce crowds of relief workers," move to "single-serve packaging of food" and tweak
"sleeping arrangements for restoration crews working remotely," according to the News
Service.
 
Florida Power & Light, as part of the company's storm preparedness efforts this year, recently
announced improvements to its energy grid in the Naples and Fort Myers areas.
 
The upgrades include strengthening more than half a dozen main power lines, "including
those that serve critical services that are necessary for communities to recover faster after
major storms," FPL said in a news release.
 
 
 
Telehealth services become common; Remote consultations once rarely used in SWFL
Date Collected Jun 1, 2020 12:37 PM EDT
Category Local
Source The News-Press (Fort Myers, Florida)
Author By, Frank Gluck, Fort Myers News-Press
Market Florida, US
Language English
 
Luke Gumpert's doctor guides him through a series of leg stretches, squats, toe touches, leg
lifts and balance exercises as part of his ongoing physical therapy to recover from a recent
knee surgery.
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But instead of being in a gym or doctor's office, Gumpert might be in his Naples apartment, his
parents' home in Bonita Springs, in a park or on a public walkway. And his physician will be
miles away, issuing exercise instructions through Gumpert's phone or laptop.
 
"It is limited. Because, there (at the clinic), they're helping me and there's a lot more
equipment," said Gumpert, 29. "Here, it's more creative."
 
Such "telehealth" services, until very recently a little-used service offered to Southwest Florida
patients, have exploded in popularity in recent months as COVID-19 social distancing has kept
many away from medical clinics.
 
With video conference technology, such as Skype or Zoom, patients can now talk to doctors
remotely - even during the overnight hours - to get advice about symptoms or in place of
routine office visits.
 
And well after the pandemic is over, many Southwest Florida health care providers expect this
service to make up a significant part of their business.
 
Lee Physician Group, the outpatient health care subsidiary of the Lee Health hospital system
with offices from Charlotte to Collier counties, launched its telehealth services in May 2019.
 
From then until February, it counted 388 remote patient visits. Between March 30 and April
22 - well into new pandemic social distancing norms - Lee Physician Group had 5,300 visits.
 
"I actually think this is one of the silver linings that have come out as a result of this
pandemic," said Kristine Fay, chief administrative officer for Lee Physician Group. "Prior to the
COVID pandemic, although we did provide some telehealth services, they weren't routinely
used."
 
According to the American Hospital Association, at least 76% of U.S. hospitals now offer some
form of telehealth services, compared to 35% a decade ago. The Trump administration has
also expanded Medicare payments for such services.
 
Millennium Physician Group, which employs 500 health care providers throughout Florida, has
counted more than 40,000 such virtual patient visits. The telehealth program fully launched
March 26.
 
"At the height of the 'Safer-at-Home' order, more than half our visits were being conducted
through telehealth," said Millennium spokeswoman Liza Fernandez. "Now, upwards of a third
are telehealth."
 







Even smaller practices are getting into the game. Gumpert's physician, Jeremy Beasley of
FYZICAL Therapy & Balance Centers in Fort Myers, recently started offering the service. It's
allowed Gumpert to continue his physical therapy unabated.
 
Beasley said he's not sure how many patients will continue to use telehealth services once the
pandemic ends.
 
"I don't know if telehealth will still be available once the pandemic ends," he said. "If it does, it
will just be another option for patients who can't make it to the clinic for any reason."
 
The growth in telehealth was boosted by the pandemic and, in the case of Lee Health, a
temporary suspension of their $49 fee for such visits (the fee resumed May 18). But will
patients actually prefer substituting office visits for virtual ones?
 
Fay thinks so, even if most patients are likely to continue in-person visits. Many, particularly
older patients, have a longstanding relationship with their doctors that they'd like to continue,
she said. But many will likely prefer the convenience of it, she added.
 
"There's no going back frankly," she said. "We've got folks who are very busy who want to talk
to you from their couch. The key is to give patients options. We definitely see this as
appealing, valuable for both patients and physicians, and we absolutely see it rolling into the
future."
 
Lee Health telehealth services are also available 24 hours a day, seven days a week with
physicians Lee Health has contracts with. Lee Physician Group doctors are available during
normal business hours.
 
Mental health providers, such as Park Royal Hospital in Fort Myers, has also launched a
telehealth program. It is also offering virtual visitations for family members of patients.
 
Jose Orellana, an internal medicine physician for Lee Health in Cape Coral, said he was initially
skeptical about this new way of seeing patients.
 
But he said he's come to see it as a "useful tool" to reach patients in remote areas and elderly
patients who don't have reliable transportation. He predicted that telemedicine will account
for 15% to 25% of his practice in the future.
 
Still, there are limitations, he said, adding that it's not as good as an office visit, particularly
when patients have symptoms that require a closer examination.
 
"It's not as valuable when we have to actually put our hands on the patient," he said.







 
And there are technological limitations.
 
When a reporter first visited Gumpert for a telehealth visitation, he had trouble getting the
video chat to work. The video froze, and his doctor couldn't see him. He eventually decided to
reschedule.
 
"Think about people who are trying to do this who are older and trying to navigate the
technology," he said.
 
J.T. Holbrook, 68, a patient of Millennium Physician Group, is a fan of the service. Holbrook
used the service to get a referral for a COVID-19 test from his Fort Myers-based doctor. (He
tested negative.)
 
"I'm not the most techie person in the world. But we got through it," Holbrook said. "I think
that this thing is probably going to catch on and grow."
 
Frank Gluck is a watchdog reporter with The News-Press and the Naples Daily News. Connect
with him at fgluck@news-press.com or on Twitter: @FrankGluck.
 
What to expect
 
Telehealth is recommended for patients who need to speak to a non-emergency urgent-care
physician, mental health provider or other health care provider. Common consultations
provided via video web chat include headaches, colds, the flu, sore throats and similar
ailments.
 
Those with medical emergencies, such as heart attacks, should call 911 or visit the closest
emergency room.
 
 
 
Marion County evaluates shelter plan as hurricane season starts.
Date Collected Jun 1, 2020 4:03 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Ocala.com
Author Joe Callahan
Market Ocala, FL
Language English
 
As hurricane season began on Monday, emergency management directors across the state
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continued to fine-tune plans, especially sheltering plans, in the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic.
 
In Marion County, Emergency Management Director Preston Bowlin said the county is ready
for whatever Mother Nature throws at this part of Florida during this hurricane season, which
began Monday and ends Nov. 30.
 
And those plans include keeping residents, and/or visitors, safe from COVID-19 if they are
forced into shelters.
 
Bowlin said Monday that Marion County has purchased a body temperature kiosk that
operates like a metal detector does for weapons. The kiosk can scan people for fevers before
they enter a shelter or emergency meeting.
 
“We purchased some touch thermometers and oral thermometers,” Bowlin said Monday.
“We also purchased a kiosk that will alarm if someone has a fever.”
 
The news comes now that a tropical system brews near the Yucatan Peninsula. If that system,
once named Amanda in the Pacific Ocean, strengthens into a named storm, it will be called
Cristobal in the Atlantic basin.
 
There was an 80% chance that the storm would strengthen to at least a tropical storm in five
days. The current forecast models project the storm to make landfall somewhere between
Houston and the Florida Panhandle.
 
COVID-19 has forced emergency officials statewide to think out of the box. More shelters may
have to open to allow for social distancing. Special shelters may have to be opened for people
who are ill or test positive for COVID-19.
 
Marion County, which is larger than Rhode Island, is in the middle of North Central Florida.
That usually means Marion County is needed more often to host evacuees from other areas of
Florida.
 
 
Bowlin said plans are ready for what every hurricane season brings in 2020. Experts predict
that the 2020 season will produce an average to above average number of named storms.
 
NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center gave a range of 13 to 19 named storms. That includes six to
10 hurricanes, with up to six that could develop into a major hurricane (Category 3 strength or
higher).
 







An average storm season has 12 named systems and six hurricanes, with three becoming
major hurricanes.
 
COVID-19 may mean fewer state-led evacuations, especially along coastal Florida. Florida
Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz discussed the state’s
recommendations during a teleconference last week.
 
Moskowitz said when a hurricane threatens, some evacuation requests may be replaced with
stay-at-home orders. The reason is to minimize the spread of COVID-19.
 
We only want people to evacuate if they have to evacuate,” Moskowitz said during that
teleconference.
 
He added that people living in newer homes or buildings, and the approaching storm is of a
lower category, that “sheltering in place may be the safest thing for you and your family.”
 
 
Bowlin said that the state recommends that counties follow all CDC recommendations. The
state also urges counties to use other facilities as shelters, such as hotels, as an alternative to
traditional shelters.
 
“Here in Marion County, the motels and hotels are full of evacuees (from other areas),” said
Bowlin, adding that Marion County will not likely contract with hotels to host evacuees.
 
As of now, per CDC guidelines, shelters should limit capacity to 50 people. The state also
recommends that everyone entering a shelter be screened, and that separate spaces be
provided for COVID-19 patients.
 
But those guidelines are fluid. As the hurricane progresses, Gov. Ron DeSantis could relax, or
tighten, COVID-19 guidelines.
 
Bowlin said hand sanitizer, gloves and cloth masks should be include in every person’s
hurricane preparation kits. Bowlin said such items will be available at shelters, but residents
should have their own.
 
Bowlin said that West Port High School will remain the primary special-needs shelter and
Liberty Middle School will be the second one if needed.
 
Bowlin said because of COVID-19 that the School District is waiting on part for Liberty Middle
to complete the installation of a new generator that can be used by special-needs evacuees
who use certain types of medical equipment.







 
 
In the meantime, evacuees who do not require special medical equipment can still be housed
at Liberty. He said the part needed to upgrade Liberty Middle’s generator should be available
in July, in time for peak storm season.
 
“Like I tell everyone, shelters are a life boat not the Love Boat,” Bowlin said.
 
School Board Chairman Eric Cummings said Monday that he hopes the part for the Liberty
Middle School generator will be in hand soon.
 
“We are prepared in every way,” Cummings said. “Getting that part has created a little bit of a
headache, but that should be solved very soon.”
 
 
 
Florida to test for COVID-19 in select Publix and Home Depot parking lots
Date Collected Jun 1, 2020 3:58 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Tampa Bay Times
Author Sara DiNataleRetail, Tourism and Workplace Culture Reporter
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
Florida Publix and Home Depot locations will begin COVID-19 testing in their parking lots in
partnership with the state.
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis announced the new program over the weekend while in Boca Raton, which
now has a testing center set up in a Home Depot parking lot. Three Publix stores and three
Home Depot stores will be part of the pilot program, according to the governor’s office.
 
“Our private-sector partners have been a vital component of the state’s COVID-19 response,”
DeSantis said in a statement. "We know how important it is to ensure every Floridian has the
opportunity to be tested for COVID-19 and I’m looking forward to working with Home Depot
and Publix as we expand this availability even further.”
 
The locations beyond Boca Raton have yet to be announced.
 
The Florida Division of Emergency Management will staff the walk-up test sites. Quest
Diagnostics will run the tests, with results available in five to seven days.
 



http://ct.moreover.com/?a=42257688314&p=5fi&v=1&x=Yo7RVvt27GB14hvLv8Qktw
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The test sites are not intended to be used by those who are ill or beginning to show
symptoms, according to the state. Rather, they’re a convenient spot to get a test for those
who wonder if they could be an asymptomatic carrier of the virus.
 
“Those looking to receive a test should locate these tented locations in the parking lot as
COVID-19 testing is not available in our stores or pharmacies,” Publix spokeswoman Maria
Brous said in a statement. “At this time, we have not announced the testing locations and are
working with the Florida Division of Emergency Management to determine the date on which
testing will begin.”
 
Already, 77 CVS pharmacies, nine Walgreens and nine Walmart locations have similar testing
abilities set up, according to the governor.
 
The sites are expected to handle up to 100 tests per day.
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Everybody has fond childhood memories, and two of Ron Book’s
revolve around holidays.


First, his family made a habit of spending New Year’s Eve at the late —
and very much lamented by Book — Orange Bowl Parade in Miami.


The second, however, is Independence Day, and for decades the
lobbyist has celebrated with a bang — make that 4,000 of them to kick
off homegrown fireworks show — along with whistles, crackles,


With a boom



mailto:peterschorsch@floridapolitics.com

mailto:pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkytiuk-edrdjlhjd-j/





bouquets, glitters and ominously named bangers including Corruption,
Destroyer and Super Missile.


To watch some of Book's famous home fireworks show, click on the
image below:
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“As a kid, my parents would load up the station wagon and we would
drive to North Carolina,” Book said, recalling the genesis of his
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obsession with things that go boom. “Invariably we would get our
fireworks fix in Georgia and North and South Carolina coming back
home. Back then, almost nothing was legal in Florida, but we did it
anyway.”


While his father would shoot off bottle rockets and other fireworks, they
were nothing compared to what is available to today’s pyrotechnic
aficionado, Book explained.


“Back then you didn’t have access to all the stuff you can shoot up
today and get the oohs and the aahs, the spectacular colors that have
been created over time,” he said.


To watch more fireworks, click on the image below:
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When he started lobbying for what he calls “fireworks folks,” Book
st
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“brought my dad into the 21  century when he was still alive. That was
a big deal to him. It likewise became a big deal to my kids.”


When he began shooting off fireworks for family and neighbors about
30 years ago, Book “used to think that 20 minutes or a half-hour was a
big show,” but this year’s extravaganza exploding high in the sky over
the lake near his home in Plantation — accompanied by patriotic tunes
blasted out of loudspeakers — went on for nearly an hour.


And he spent most of the Fourth carefully planning out his display. No
electronics or computers for Book, he personally ignites each fuse
himself using a slow-burning punk stick, running from one side of the
yard to the other. “When I’m done with the finale my body is drenched
like I just got out of a swimming pool,” he said.


The show began and ended with rolls of 4,000 Red Devil Super
Firecrackers (“One of the loudest items we offer!,” crows the TNT
Fireworks website.) In between was a nonstop pyrotechnic parade that
included one of his favorites, a nine-shot ominously named banger
called the Earth Shaker. His breathless description goes like this: “It
goes up with a boom and it explodes in the air with a boom and the
colors are just extraordinary. Big purple stars and green glitters and
yellow stars and yellow bouquets, and they crackle and blue and silver
come out together.”


His granddaughter (one of Sen. Lauren Book’s three-year-old twins)
asks for “nothing but Pink Hero,” featuring silver strobe effects in the
middle of pink bursts in the sky.


Book said his firework haul this year filled three SUV’s from top to
bottom, with only room for the driver. But he also admits he has enough
tucked away to do a 15-minute display when there’s “something to
celebrate.”


As a lobbyist, he’s celebrating the end of a Session where not much of
anything happened regarding the firework industry.


“We’ve been happy with the status quo. We weren’t looking to open up
the statutes,” he said, referring to those who would like to remove
antiquated language from the law such as requiring purchasers of “the
shoot-up stuff” to sign a paper assuring that they are firing them off to
scare birds away from crops or as a warning of a malfunction at railroad
crossings. “I always tell folks, in my business, opening the statutes can
sometimes create way more problems than you do good.”


Book may be the only person who doesn’t get to watch the show while
it’s going on. But he takes pleasure in seeing the joy it gives his family
and neighbors. “I know the treat they're getting out of it,” he said. “To
me, that's the end of a day of celebrating America and all of the







reasons why we celebrate the Fourth of July in the first place.”


___


Coming up, the usual assortment of tidbits, leftovers and not-ready-for-
prime-time moments by Peter Schorsch, Drew Wilson, Renzo
Downey, Jason Delgado and the staff of Florida Politics.


  


But first, the “Takeaway 5” — the Top 5 stories from the week that was:


Richard Corcoran orders school openings — The Education
Commissioner said Monday that public schools must open in August for
at least five days a week. Continued closures, he said, would impede
students' education success and prevent the return of many parents to
the workforce full-time. The order upended plans already moving
forward in many districts, and both the Miami-Dade and Broward
County school districts, the largest in Florida, said they would not
adhere to the commands. But Gov. Ron DeSantis has backed
Corcoran’s plan while many leaders rallied around the direction as
essential.


Miami rolls back reopening — Mayor Carlos Giménez ordered that
short-term rentals, dine-in restaurant service and other business must
once again shut down. With the total COVID-19 cases in the county
now exceeding 50,000, Giménez said the move was necessary to
guarantee hospitals don’t get overwhelmed with a rising number of
coronavirus infections. The closures took effect Wednesday. The Mayor
initially said gyms and fitness centers would need to close down as
well, but changed his position after communication with medical
experts. After shutting down beaches for Independence Day weekend,
Miami-Dade did reopen the beaches Tuesday as planned.


State of Emergency extended — With new cases regularly breaking
daily records, DeSantis on Tuesday officially extended a state of
emergency in Florida by another two months. The order originally was
put in place in March, when the state had seen 14 confirmed
coronavirus infections. The extension came as the state looks toward a
250,000 threshold in short order. Notably, the extension means the
Republican National Convention in Jacksonville this August will take
place with the emergency order still in effect. Under current rules, that
means a 50% limitation of capacity for major indoor venues.


Hospitals report ICU crunch — Across Florida, an increasing number
of hospitals warn that a surge in COVID-19 hospitalizations means
intensive care units are reaching their capacity. As of Thursday, 56
hospitals in the state reached capacity at their ICUs, and some were
beginning to restrict elective surgeries again. DeSantis said some of the


Take 5







surges in cases and limitations on hospital capacity has come because
patients have started returning to hospitals for other conditions but then
been diagnosed with COVID-19 after they arrived. Regardless, he has
started dispatching medical teams to hard-hit areas of the state to deal
with the stress on infrastructure.


Volusia Sheriff wins fight over updates — Sheriff Mike Chitwood on
Tuesday sounded alarms over the Florida Department of Health
abruptly ending the practice of providing law enforcement street
address level information. After taking his concerns to social media —
“As this pandemic is growing, why are we giving less information?”—
Chitwood’s office told Yahoo News on Thursday that it would continue
to provide the information to the county.


  


Positive cases:


— 240,710 FL residents (+64,992 since DAY)


— 3,441 Non-FL residents (+565 since DAY)


Origin:


— 2,818 Travel related


— 70,033 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,721 Both


— 165,138 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 17,602 in FL


Deaths:


— 4,203 in FL


Coronavirus numbers







  


As of Thursday:


Claims submitted: 2,990,319


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,770,477 (+172,692 since July 2)


— Claims processed: 2,551,691 (+139,795 since July 2)


— Claims paid: 1,675,855 (+48,864 since July 2)


Total paid out: $9.54 billion (+$840 million since July 2)


— State money: $2,260,077,281


— Federal money: $7,279,848,094


Unemployment numbers


  Breaking overnight
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A circuit judge rejected a challenge to the constitutionality of a Leon
County ordinance that requires people to wear face masks in
businesses to try to prevent the spread of the coronavirus.


Evan Power, a lobbyist who chairs the Leon County Republican
Executive Committee, filed the lawsuit last month and is represented by
Howey-in-the-Hills Republican Rep. Anthony Sabatini, who is an
attorney. The suit raised a series of constitutional arguments, including
that the ordinance violates privacy rights.


Anthony Sabatini gets a courtroom smackdown.


However, Judge John Cooper, who announced his ruling after hearing
arguments, cited evidence that face masks can help prevent the spread
of the virus and said the ordinance has a “valid basis” to protect public
health.


“I find that this ordinance does not violate any constitutional rights,”
Cooper said.


Attorney Drew Parker, representing the county, said “context matters,
and our current circumstances that we are dealing with the matter.”


“The threat of COVID-19 is real,” Parker said, "and the threat continues
to evolve and spread."
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Amid the resurgence of COVID-19 cases in Florida, Agricultural
Commissioner Nikki Fried is reminding Floridians that the Division of
Consumer Services is taking reports of businesses ignoring COVID-19
ordinances.


“As Florida’s COVID-19 cases skyrocket, we must all do our part to
beat this virus. We’re making our Division of Consumer Services
available to help hold bad actors accountable for ignoring COVID-19
directives,” Fried said. “We have been in touch with the 40,000 licensed
businesses we regulate to provide guidance on sanitization and safety
procedures. But guidelines and directives only help reduce COVID-19’s
spread if everyone follows the rules.


Agricultural Commissioner Nikki Fried says her department is taking reports of
COVID-19 noncompliance.


Since March 1, FDACS has received 815 consumer complaints in
relation to COVID-19 violations.


Examples of COVID-19 violations may include capacity limits in
restaurants and bars, face mask requirements and closure
requirements.


“Slowing the spread of COVID-19 in Florida should be critical to every
consumer, resident and visitor,” said Susan McGrath, Executive
Director of the Florida Consumer Action Network. “Keeping our
communities safe will take everyone working together, and that includes
holding accountable those who fail to follow state and local rules on
public health and safety.”


Consumers can report businesses and organizations that violate local
ordinances by phone at 1-800-HELP-FLA or online at
FloridaConsumerHelp.com.


Safety first
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Fried applauded the Supreme Court’s decision to strike down a law that
would allow debt collectors to make robocalls to cellphones.


“This ruling is a victory for consumers who have spoken loudly that
absolutely nobody wants cellphone robocalls,” Fried said. “While federal
law has long prohibited most robocalls to cellphones, the Supreme
Court wisely ended the exception for debt collectors. With this decision,
we are hopeful that both consumer complaints and unwanted calls to
Floridians will be reduced.”


The FDACS works overs 400,000 consumer complaints every year.


Robo ruling
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Deputy Agriculture Commissioner Mary Barzee Flores urges Floridians to sign up
for the state's do not call list.


Last year, took action against 16 companies for a total of $945,000 in
fines for Do Not Call violations.


“While the Supreme Court has struck down important exceptions on
robocalls, we strongly encourage consumers to sign up for our Florida
Do Not Call List,” said Deputy Agriculture Commissioner Mary Barzee
Flores, who oversees the FDACS Division of Consumer Services.


“If Florida consumers receive unwanted or illegal robocalls, including
robocalls selling goods and services, they should file a complaint with
us at 1-800-HELP-FLA, 1-800-FL-AYUDA in Spanish, or
FloridaConsumerHelp.com. Consumers should gather as much
information as possible about the call, so that we can identify and
investigate those responsible.”


  


Attorney General Ashley Moody this week urged Floridians to
capitalize on an offer by the three national credit reporting agencies for
free access to credit reports.


The free credit reports come in response to the economic hardships
brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic.


“Credit reports are vital tools in tracking consumers’ financial health and
credit status,” said Moody. “With so many Americans now facing
financial hardship, it is more important than ever that Floridians monitor
and protect their credit.


The reports are offered by Equifax, Experian and TransUnion.


Credit check
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Take advantage of free credit reports, says Ashley Moody.


Floridians have until April 2021 to take advantage of the offer.


“Consumers who are unable to make payments due to the current
pandemic should immediately consult with their lenders to determine if
any assistance is available,” Moody added. “Many businesses are
suspending or delaying payment due dates for consumers in financial
distress. Being proactive and taking quick action to work with lenders
can help consumers protect their credit ratings during this crisis.”


A consumer credit report is a record of a consumer’s credit activity and
payment history.


Moody encouraged all Floridians to regularly review their credit report
and contact credit reporting agencies about possible inaccuracies or
oversights.


The free weekly credit reports can be accessed online.


  


Chief Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis warned Floridians this week
that more than two dozen Android apps were caught stealing personal
data from Google Android devices.


“While technology has improved and enhanced our everyday lives, far
too often we hear of hacks or data breaches leaving us vulnerable to
fraud and scams,” said Patronis. “The Federal Trade Commission ranks
Florida second in the nation for fraud and ID theft reports and estimates
that Florida fraud losses totaled nearly $90 million in 2019.”


In response, Patronis offered Floridians four tips to protect their
financial information.


Bad app-les
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Jimmy Patronis warns Floridians of more than two dozen Android apps that steal
personal data.


He encouraged residents to check their credit activity often, monitor
credit reports, use caution when clicking or downloading emails or
attachments and consider a credit freeze if you suspect you’ve been a
victim of identity theft.


“Identity theft and impostor scams are the top two forms of fraud
reported," Patronis said. "It is vital that Florida consumers and
businesses remain informed about data breaches and protect and
monitor their accounts for fraudulent activity. If you feel you’ve fallen
victim to fraud, report it immediately at FraudFreeFlorida.com.”


Patronis also encouraged Floridians to utilize the free credit reports
being offered by the three national credit reporting agencies. Those
agencies include Equifax, Experian and TransUnion.
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A list of malicious Android apps can be found online.


  


The Department of Education, Commissioner Corcoran and the Florida
Education Foundation are honoring five school districts with $5,000
awards highlighting innovative education partnerships. Those funds are
intended to enhance programs supported by local businesses.


“It takes the entire community to recover from COVID-19 and reopen
our schools and I applaud these businesses and individuals for making
the commitment to set our students and schools up for success,”
Corcoran said. “Businesses working hand in hand with our education
system will help to ensure every Florida student gets a world-class
education.”


Set-up for success
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Richard Corcoran says it takes the whole community to recover from COVID-19.


Those Commissioner’s Business Recognition Awards are going to
Bradford County School District and Chemours, Duval County Public
Schools and Emtec Inc., A.D. Henderson University School and
Builders Plus, School District of Manatee County and Anna Maria
Oyster Bar, and Walton County School District and St. Joe Community
Foundation. Corcoran announced the winners through a social media
campaign that highlighted each partnership.


Lawtey Elementary School in Bradford County created a STEM lab
because of a $30,000 grant by Chemours. Emtec gave Duval County
high school students hands-on computer experience through a
technology summer internship program. And Builders Plus designed,
built and paved a new underwater robotics facility for FAU's A.D.
Henderson University School.


Anna Maria Oyster Bar's owners founded the “Dive into Reading”
summer program, which recruited volunteers to support Manatee
County's most academically at-risk students with reading and social-
emotional learning. Meanwhile, St. Joe Community Foundation invested
around $277,000 for various Walton County school programs, including
the Magnet Innovation Center and books and technology for the
district's newest elementary school.


  


Rep. Dianne Hart is calling on the state to release at-risk inmates as
the number of positive COVID-19 cases in the prison system tops
3,000.


Request for release
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As of the latest weekly report from the Department of Corrections, 28
inmates but no staff have died with COVID-19. That's among the 2,460
inmates and 722 staff members that have tested positive.


“These individuals are there to serve their time, not a death sentence
due to lack of basic protection,” Hart said.


Dianne Hart is calling on the state to release at-risk inmates with underlying health
conditions to protect them from COVID-19. Image via Colin Hackley.


In April, the Tampa Democrat called on the Governor, the Department
of Corrections and the Department of Health to release inmates with
underlying health conditions and to conduct checkups on facilities'
mitigation practices. At that time, 31 inmates had tested positive for
COVID-19.


This week, she renewed that call for the benefit of inmates with heart
conditions, diabetes and respiratory illnesses.


“Even if they recover, COVID-19 has been shown to have potentially
lasting negative effects,” Hart said. This is not the time to stand idly by
while more people are exposed and ultimately infected with this
dangerous virus. We need immediate action from the leadership in this
state.”


DeSantis has repeatedly rejected calls to release immunocompromised
inmates, noting that other states have released dangerous people while
Florida's prison cases are a “discrete” issue. Before the June wave of
COVID-19 cases across the state, the Governor had also pointed to
prisons as leading hot spots outside of South Florida.
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Florida this week was designated as one of the first participants for the
U.S. Department of Transportation’s Automated Vehicle Transparency
and Engagement for Safety Testing Initiative, or AV TEST.


The initiative was launched as an effort to improve the safety and
testing transparency for automated driving systems.


“The AV TEST Initiative is a monumental step into the future of
automated vehicles, and we are proud Florida is one of the first states
to participate in such an important effort led by USDOT and the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration,” said Florida
Department of Transportation Secretary Kevin Thibault.


The Florida Department of Transportation is building SunTrax, the first state-
owned autonomous vehicle testing facility.


“As Florida continues to grow, it is essential to provide a transportation
system that meets the needs of our residents and visitors. Florida’s
engagement in this initiative shows the continued commitment to
improving safety, enhancing mobility and inspiring innovation on our
state’s roadways.”


The Florida Department of Transportation is also in the process of
building, SunTrax, the first state-owned vehicle testing facility.


Construction of SunTrax is expected to be completed in late 2021.


“Trucking is at the epicenter of autonomous vehicle technology,” said
President and CEO of Florida Trucking Association Ken Armstrong.
“We applaud USDOT for including Florida as a part of this initiative —
automated driving systems can improve safety measures for everyone
on the road and keep our state at the forefront of innovation.”


AV TEST
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  Instagram of the Week
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Soon, Floridians will be able to travel the East Coast without needing
several toll transponders.


The E-ZPass Interagency Group announced this week that Florida’s
Turnpike Enterprise and the State Road and Tollway Authority of
Georgia are joining the E-ZPass network, bringing convenience to
motorists traveling along the East Coast.


E-Z P-Z
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The Orlando area Central Florida Expressway Authority is already a
member of the E-ZPass Group, however, the remaining Florida toll
agencies and the State Road and Toll Authority in Georgia are not yet
members.


Soon, Florida travelers will only need one transponder to drive up the East Coast.


“This news is very exciting, as interoperability along the East Coast has
long been sought after by the traveling public. Our industry will also be
thrilled that we are another step closer to achieving national
interoperability of electronic toll collection systems,” said PJ Wilkins,
executive director of the E-ZPass Group.


Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise, which operates the SunPass system in
use throughout Florida, is in the process of updating its system to bring
E-ZPass statewide. It expects to be ready to roll later this year.


“We understand how confusing and frustrating it can be for our toll
customers to have to keep track of the different tolling mechanisms
across the nation. Under Gov. Ron DeSantis’ leadership, the Florida
Department of Transportation continues to leverage technology to
increase convenience and mobility for Florida's toll customers,” said
DOT Secretary Thibault.


“By enhancing Florida’s SunPass system and partnering with the E-
ZPass Interagency Group, our combined customer base will effortlessly
travel toll roads in 18 states.”
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Want to save a manatee or protect a sea turtle? There’s a decal for
that.


Each July, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
introduces new manatee and sea turtle decals, which are available for a
$5 donation. The waterproof decals can be placed on a vehicle or on
the side of the boat, and the money generated goes toward research,
rescue and management programs that help Florida’s manatees and
sea turtles survive.


“Proudly displaying your manatee or sea turtle decal is a great way to
raise awareness about the challenges facing these iconic Florida
species,” said Ron Mezich, who leads the FWC’s Imperiled Species
Management Section. “And even more importantly, all proceeds from
the decals go directly to helping these species and conserving their
habitats.”


Stickers for sea creatures
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Each July, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission introduces new
manatee and sea turtle decals.


The “Observe with Care” decal shows an adult manatee and calf
swimming above a bed of seagrass. In the 1960s, legendary wildlife
researcher Jacques-Yves Cousteau helped raise awareness about
Florida manatees worldwide. Today, FWC is encouraging Floridians to
continue this legacy of manatee conservation by always using caution
when boating, enjoying these amazing animals from a distance, and
encouraging your friends and family to do the same.


The “Protect Florida Sea Turtles” decal features a close-up photo of a
loggerhead hatchling. There are many ways you can help protect sea
turtles, including keeping the beach dark by not using lights or lit
cellphones at night. Also, “clear the way at the end of the day” — when
you leave the beach after a day of fun, always make sure to fill in any
holes, pick up trash, and put away toys and furniture. It can make a big
difference for sea turtles!


FWC also sells a back catalog of decals, dating back to 1992. The
manatee and sea turtle decals can be ordered via FWC’s website.


  


The Florida Sheriffs Association this week continued its annual tradition
of awarding scholarships to distinguished students who are studying
toward a career in criminal justice.


Law scholars
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Scholarships are awarded to students who are following in the footsteps
of their parents, who work full time for a Florida Sheriff's Office.


Nine of the 11 criminal justice students recognized with scholarships from the
Florida Sheriffs Association.


The application process included a five-page essay on how their
parents motivated them toward a career in law enforcement and a
committee review from representatives of the Florida Sheriffs
Association.


This year, 11 students were awarded:


— Kaitlin Bernabe, University of Florida.


— Chase Binkley, Florida State University.


— Reygan Carner, University of Central Florida.
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— Matthew Daniel Coleman, Florida International University.


— Sarah Coleman, University of Miami School of Law.


— Cody Deloney, Indian River State College.


— Zachary Godwin, Tallahassee Community College.


— Isabel Huerta, University of South Florida.


— Alyssa McDonald, University of Central Florida.


— Joseph Mitchell, Stetson University.


— Jessica Weatherman, University of South Florida.


The Florida Sheriffs Association is a not-for-profit corporation made of
the Sheriff of Florida, roughly 3,500 business leaders and 7.,000
citizens throughout the state.


Founded in 1893, the FSA has “steadfastly served the citizens of
Florida by supporting the needs of the state's law enforcement
community.”


The FSA also funds the Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches and helps
Sheriffs’ Offices obtain affordable training, special task forces and
legislative services.







  


With 28 inmates dead from COVID-19 in the Florida correctional
system, the Florida Campaign for Criminal Justice Reform group is
renewing its call for the state to release at-risk inmates.


The coalition says its request and similar ones have gone unanswered
during the pandemic.


“It is long past time for Florida officials to stop ignoring the reality of a
deadly COVID-19 outbreak in the prison system and take action to
prevent further harm, including more deaths of incarcerated people and
corrections staff,” said Carrie Boyd, policy counsel for SPLC Action,
the advocacy arm of the Southern Poverty Law Center.


The coalition in March sent a letter to DeSantis suggesting a
decarceration plan involving retroactive sentencing reforms. The group
also wants more proactive measures to stop the spread of the
coronavirus to prevent cases of COVID-19 within the contained


Call for decarceration
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environments of prisons.


The Florida Campaign for Criminal Justice Reform is renewing its call for the state
to release at-risk inmates.


“Continued overcrowding and inadequate health care almost certainly
have made this pandemic worse in Florida’s prisons and jail,” said the
American Civil Liberties Union of Florida political director Kirk Bailey.
“We need to get the medically frail, the elderly and those scheduled to
get out soon out as quickly as possible.”


Outbreaks in prisons would eventually spread to the general public, the
coalition warns. But DeSantis has classified correctional facilities as
outbreaks sites with little interaction with the general public.
Furthermore, he has said other states have released dangerous
inmates in an attempt to lessen the blow in prisons.


“Reducing the prison population is the best answer from both a
humanitarian and public health perspective to prevent more COVID-19
deaths,” Bailey said. “Is it too much to ask to release those who do not
pose a danger to society and are most vulnerable to COVID-19?”


  


Florida TaxWatch has released its annual state budget explainer giving
taxpayers the TL;DR for the state's spending plan.


The Taxpayers’ Guide to Florida’s FY2020-21 State Budget provides an
overview and analysis of the spending plan that was finalized less than
two weeks ago.


TL;DR, budget edition
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“As a business leader and a taxpayer, I believe it is critical for Floridians
to understand where their tax dollars are going, particularly in our
current unpredictable fiscal environment,” said TaxWatch Chair and
former state Sen. Pat Neal.


TaxWatch calls its online Budget Hub the go-to resource for
understanding the state's expenditures. And President and CEO
Dominic Calabro touted the watchdog organization as the “eyes and
ears of Florida's taxpayers.”


TaxWatch Chair and former Sen. Pat Neal believes Floridians need to know
where their tax dollars are going.


“When combined with the online ‘Florida Budget Hub’ resource,
taxpayers have never had the opportunity to be more informed,” said
Vice-Chair and former U.S. Sen. George LeMieux. “I encourage each
and every resident of our great state to keep these resources handy,
and to stay on top of how our government spends their money.”


While Florida's $92.2 billion 2020-2021 budget is the largest in state
history, it is smaller per capita than the previous year's spending plan.
The budget draws $34.8 billion from general revenue, $24.6 billion from
trust funds and $33 billion from federal funds.
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Two members of the Florida Association of Nurse Anesthetists landed a
pair of prestigious awards from the American Association of Nurse
Anesthetists for their work as Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists.


Dr. Jampierre Mato was named as the 2020 Annual Clinical Instructor
of the Year and Dr. Karla Maldonado received the 2020 Janice Drake
CRNA Humanitarian Award.


The Clinical Instructor of the Year Award is presented to an individual
who has made a significant contribution to the teaching of nurse
anesthesia students in the clinical area.


Anesthetists awarded
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The Florida Association of Nurse Anesthetists awarded Dr. Karla Maldonado with
the 2020 Janice Drake CRNA Humanitarian Award.


Mato is a generalist CRNA, but he excels in the specialties of
orthopedic and neurosurgical anesthesia. He has helped train up more
than 500 nurse anesthetists during his career.


“Excelling as a nurse anesthetist is much more than simply knowing the
mechanics of anesthesia. I make it very clear to my students that, in
order to be the very best, you must have broad anesthesia knowledge,
a grasp of emerging trends and evidence-based practice changes, and
a basic understanding of surgical principles,” he said.


The Janice Drake CRNA Humanitarian Award is presented to a CRNA
who volunteers and provides anesthesia, education, and training in
needy areas of the United States and overseas.


Maldonado is the assistant director of the University of South Florida’s
Nurse Anesthesia Program. For the past nine years, Maldonado has
traveled to San Lucas, Guatemala, to provide life-changing
humanitarian surgery and anesthesia care to local residents. Through
the San Lucas Foundation, she has transformed the lives of hundreds
of patients in the rural town where the local clinic lacks surgical or
anesthesia care.


“It’s an amazing and incredibly humbling experience to be recognized
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by my peers,” she said. “All the other award winners are very well
known for their humanitarian efforts, so I’m quite honored.”


  


A $350,000 National Science Foundation grant is coming to Florida
A&M University.


Physics professor Mogus Mochena, Ph.D., received the prestigious
award to study extremely tiny semiconductor structures known as
nanostructures, which are expected to function as components of
spintronics, the next generation of electronics.


Common semiconductors such as silicon are not magnetic. They can
be made magnetic by introducing dilute amounts of magnetic atoms
such as iron, Mochena explained.


FAMU physics professor Mogus Mochena encourages students seeking careers
in the advanced technology industry to major in applied physics.


In addition to the magnetic atoms, nonmagnetic atoms that increase the
number of electrons in the semiconductor will be introduced or doped.
This will add another property to the tiny structures known as
plasmonics due to the collective motion of the electrons, Mochena said.


“As a result, a multifunctional nanostructure is expected will have
various applications — spintronics, photonics, sensing and detecting
cancer agents and many more,” he added.


The funding will also support a doctoral student and four undergraduate
students majoring in applied physics with a focus on computational
science.


Mochena encourages students seeking careers in the advanced


Next-gen tech
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technology industry to major in applied physics, and also to join the
exciting research in advanced technology at FAMU Physics
Department.


“We need students with physics backgrounds to work on challenging
but very interesting problems,” Mochena said. “For instance, physicists
work on complex problems involving biology. The current COVID-19
pandemic requires a thorough understanding of its protein structure to
develop a vaccine against it,” Mochena said. “That requires a
fundamental knowledge of physics, biology, and computational
science.”


  


It wasn’t easy to become a doctor in the 19th century. For women, it
was a near-impossible feat.


But a few managed to defy the odds.


Tune in
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A new documentary produced by Florida State University College of
Motion Picture Arts filmmaker in residence Valerie Scoon explores how
they managed to become doctors. And soon, “Daring Women Doctors:
Physicians in the 19th Century” will come to a PBS station near you —
it’s airing on more than 90% of PBS stations in the nation this month.


A new documentary from FSU film professor Valerie Scoon examines female
physicians in the 19th century.


The film follows the history of 19th-century women doctors and was
completed through a collaboration with Scoon’s film company, True
Visions, Inc., the FSU College of Motion Picture Arts Torchlight Center
Studios, the FSU Center for the Advancement of Human Rights and
local PBS affiliate WFSU.


“We are very proud of CMPA faculty member Valerie Scoon, and the
students and alums who worked with her on this project,” said Reb
Braddock, dean of the College of Motion Picture Arts. “It’s a great
success story that demonstrates the kind of synergy and opportunity
that our Torchlight Center provides, fulfilling its mission to create a
bridge from education to industry.”


Scoon, who wrote and produced the film, oversees the script
development of graduate and undergraduate thesis films.


“I am very excited to share the untold story of these intrepid and
diverse, early women physicians,” Scoon said. “To become doctors,
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they had to overcome enormous obstacles.”


The film has received positive reviews from the women doctors of
today, too.


“This film offers a rare, intimate portrayal of the pioneering generation of
women in medicine, whose grit, perseverance and audacity opened the
doors for women in medicine around the world,” said Eliza Lo Chin,
executive director of the American Medical Women’s Association.
“These incredible stories will empower women today, even as they seek
to achieve full equity within the medical profession.”


  Corona Directions
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 7.23.20 — Burnin’ today: Opening Day, Biden,


Trump, DeSantis, Fine, Yoho
Date: Thursday, July 23, 2020 4:00:57 AM


Ah, Opening Day!


After nearly a four-month delay thanks to you-know-what, Major League
Baseball is back, complete with multiple mandatory safety protocols to
protect against COVID-19. The party starts with two games tonight, and
a full schedule commences Friday. The regular season runs through
Sept. 27, followed by the playoffs.


In baseball 2.0, though, there is no reason to sing “Take Me Out To The
Ballgame” because fans aren’t allowed to attend the games. That is,
unless you want to count the cardboard cutouts placed in some seats to
make it look like fans are there, complete with piped-in crowd noise.
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And that cliché about the baseball season being a marathon and not a
sprint? Forget that. This year it’s a sprint, a 60-game demolition derby.


It is the seventh shortened season in MLB history and the shortest
since 1878.


Consider last year’s champion, the Washington Nationals.


After the first 60 games, their record was 27-33, good only for fourth
place in the National League East but went 66-36 the rest of the way.
Purists say that’s proof about the demands of a full 162-game season.


Here in Florida, the fortunes of the state’s two franchises appear at
opposite ends of the optimism spectrum.


The highly regarded Tampa Bay Rays want to build on their 96-win
season in 2019. The Rays fell one game short of reaching the American
League Championship Series


The Rays generally are favored to at least make the playoffs, but the
Miami Marlins remain in a rebuilding mode. Don’t expect much.


You’ll need to adapt to some rule changes this season. The
designated hitter rule now applies to every team, so we are deprived of
the chance to watch pitchers flail helplessly at the plate.


If a game goes past nine innings, a runner starts on second base in
each extra frame. That rule won’t be used in the post-season.


Relief pitchers must face a minimum of three batters unless they record
the last out of an inning. That should speed things up a bit.


No high fives, spitting, sunflower seeds. Bench players will occupy
seats in the grandstand (with adequate social distancing).


But we’ll take it. After months of nothing to watch but replays of old
games on TV, baseball offers hope that we can carry on in the face of a
pandemic.


You’ll have to get your own peanuts and Cracker Jack at the store, but
who cares?


Play ball!


“Opening Day amid virus: Masked men, empty parks, odd sounds”
via Ben Walker of The Associated Press — Opening day, at last. A
baseball season that was on the brink before it ever began because of
the virus outbreak is set to start Thursday night when excitable Max
Scherzer and the World Series champion Washington Nationals host
$324 million ace Gerrit Cole and the New York Yankees. When it does
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get underway — the DC forecast calls for thunderstorms, the latest
rocky inning in this what-can-go-wrong game — it’ll mark the most
bizarre year in the history of Major League Baseball. A 60-game
season, stars opting out. Ballparks without fans, players wearing
masks. Piped-in sound effects, cardboard cutouts for spectators. Spray-
painted ads on the mound, pitchers with personal rosin bags.


New York Yankees' Clint Frazier watches his two-run home run against the New
York Mets during the fourth inning of a baseball spring training game Saturday,


July 18. Image via AP.


“The biggest storylines of the 2020 season” via Ken Rosenthal of
The Athletic — When COVID-19 shut down the sports world on March
12, we were preparing for the usual 162 games, debating whether
Mookie Betts would lead the Dodgers to their first World Series title
since 1988, anticipating the negative reaction the trash-can bangin’
Astros would receive as they crisscrossed North America. All those
storylines, and more, are still in play as the league prepares for an
unprecedented, virus-shortened 60-game schedule. Heaven knows
what this season will look like, or if it will be played to completion. But
after months of discussing health and safety protocols, pro-rata salaries
and other unexpected topics, it’s finally time to pick up where we left off.
Sort of. As best as we can.


“Is a 60-game MLB season, shortest since 1878, legitimate?” via
Ronald Blum of The Associated Press — George Will pondered the
meaning of the shortest Major League Baseball season since 1878. “If
you’re an Indians fan and you win the World Series, are you elated or
do you think this is just one more insult?” the political commentator and
baseball author said. If Mookie Betts bats .400, would he displace Ted
Williams as the last .400 hitter in 1941? “Who thinks that anything that
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happens in 2020 is anything other than a one-off, that they intend to
play perpetually without fans, that they intend to confine teams only to
their own time zones perpetually?” broadcaster Bob Costas said. “This
is all a one-off.” Yet for some, perhaps many, the abridged, 60-game
season is merely peculiar and not misbegotten.


—“MLB’s marathon has become a sprint. Who will benefit most?”
via Tyler Kepner of The New York Times


“MLB players taking visible stance on social justice” via David
Brandt of the Associated Press — Major League Baseball hasn’t always
been at the forefront of the social justice movement in recent years,
with leagues like the NBA and NFL usually taking center stage. But in
the aftermath of George Floyd’s death in Minneapolis — and because
of the quirks of a coronavirus-altered sports schedule — baseball is in
the position of having the American sports world largely to itself for the
next week. Even before Thursday’s opening day, players and coaches
in the sport are taking a more active approach to support racial justice.


“Safe at home? Social distancing difficult around MLB plates” via
Jake Seiner and Steven Hawkins of The Associated Press — There’s
some concern that home plate could become a hot spot for
transmission as baseball attempts to play a shortened 60-game
season. Social distancing elsewhere around the diamond is fairly easy.
But with the batter, catcher and umpire gathered within a few feet of
each other around home plate, it might not be possible for all parties to
follow government guidance to avoid 10 to 15 minutes of close
exposure to others. “It’s been a little weird. Just from being back there
for so long, you get used to having people around,” Arizona
Diamondbacks catcher Carson Kelly said. “But now you get some
second thoughts.”


“MLB doubles camera angles for video reviews of umpires” via
Ronald Blum of The Associated Press — Taking a chance to review
instant replay, Major League Baseball doubled the isolated cameras
available for video reviews to 24 this year. MLB also arranged for high-
frame-rate cameras to stream directly to the new replay operations
center and ballpark video rooms, and for MLB-controlled 4K cameras
with zoom lenses to be installed at high locations behind home plate. A
new replay hub about twice the size of the old one was constructed as
part of the move of Major League Baseball and MLB Advanced Media
to a combined office space in Manhattan. Each manager will have 20
seconds to decide whether to ask for a video review of a call subject to
a challenge, down from 30.


“Hit or error? MLB official scorers work remotely thru virus” via
Steven Wine of The Associated Press — Baseball is back, but because
of the coronavirus, official scorers will rule remotely on hits and errors
and other plays. MLB is limiting the number of people at the ballpark,
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including in the press box, and decided official scorers could make their
calls without seeing the game in person. “There are a lot of roles that
have historically been in the ballpark that we had to look at, and the
official scorer was a tough one,” said Chris Marinak, MLB executive
vice president for strategy, technology and innovation. “When we
looked at the job, and the technology available to them, we felt like they
can do the entire job they have to do from home.”


Los Angeles Dodgers manager Dave Roberts pulls down his mask to talk to
someone in the dugout during an intrasquad baseball game in Los Angeles.
Baseball is back, but because of the coronavirus, official scorers will work
remotely this season to rule on hits and errors, make other judgments and


tabulate box scores. Image via AP.


“Derek Jeter says focusing with no fans will be key to success” via
Steven Wine of The Associated Press — Miami Marlins CEO Jeter
knows all about an empty ballpark and says success this season will
require adapting to the absence of fans. Jeter said the quiet
atmosphere will be strange as baseball belatedly begins the 2020
season Thursday. “I think pumping in crowd noise helped quite a bit,”
Jeter said. “But it is going to take a lot of focus. The team that is
focused the most and shows the most discipline ultimately in my
opinion is going to be the team that’s standing at the end of the season.
… It’s going to take you back to your true love of the game. It will be a
challenge to focus.”


“Fans can lend Rays a hand, cheer, song and more from home” via
Marc Topkin of the Tampa Bay Times — Though fans won’t be allowed
into Tropicana Field for at least the beginning of the season, the Rays
are being creative in ways to have them still “participate.” They
announced plans for fans to have plastic cardboard cutout photos of
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themselves placed on seats. Now, they’re soliciting videos from fans to
play at the Trop before and during games. Not just random videos, but
with specific assignments, from singing the national anthem or “Take
Me Out to the Ballgame,” to a between-innings race or stint as the
dancing groundskeeper, to a basic, “Let’s Go Rays!” cheer or being the
kid who yells, “Play ball!”


“Welcome back, sports. It seems we’re really going to do this.” via
Dave Sheinin of The Washington Post — So we’re really going to do
this, are we? We’re really going to bring back sports in the middle of a
global pandemic? Consider this: The week our sports ground to a halt
in mid-March, the United States was adding several hundred new cases
of the coronavirus each day. The total number of cases was in the low
four figures. The number of American deaths was in the mid-two
figures. Some four months later, total confirmed cases in the United
States are north of 3.5 million, and deaths are approaching 140,000,
with another 800 or 900 added to the total each day. By every available
measure, things are so much worse.


  


The newest survey from Florida Politics shows more than half of likely
Florida voters are ready to vote for Joe Biden. The poll finds the
Democrat leading President Donald Trump in the Sunshine State with
50% of the vote to the Republican incumbent’s 44%.


But perhaps more important to any Republicans sharing a ballot with
the presidential contenders, the same survey found GOP voters’ faith
rattled by Trump’s recent habit of disparaging mail-in ballots. A much
higher percentage of Republicans plan to wait until Election Day to cast
their votes.


Most likely Florida voters feel very secure (44%) or mostly secure
(21%) casting a ballot by mail, but the partisan mix promises heartburn
for Republican consultants tracking mail-in ballot returns leading up to
the Nov. 3 election.


A much higher share of voters plan to send their vote for President
through the mail the year, about 49% of all Florida voters. For
comparison, 32% of ballots cast in the 2018 general election were
through the mail. In 2016, when Trump won Florida over Hillary
Clinton, just 29% voted by mail. While the number casting ballots
through the post office has grown each year, the survey finds concerns
about catching the coronavirus at the polls will accelerate the trend this
cycle.


But Republican voters seem less fearful of COVID-19 and more
concerned about potential fraud in the postal process. Nearly 62% of


Top story
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Democrats in Florida plan to vote by mail, as do 55% of independents.
But only 34% of Republicans plan to do the same.


Learn more by checking out the poll at FloridaPolitics.com.


To watch a video of the poll's toplines, click on the image below:


  


WNBA starts — 2; PLL starts — 2; TED conference rescheduled — 3;
Florida Bar exams begin in Tampa — 5; NBA season restart in Orlando
— 8; NHL resumes — 9; Florida primaries for 2020 state
legislative/congressional races — 26; Democratic National Convention
in Milwaukee begins — 27; "Mulan” premieres (rescheduled) — 29;
Indy 500 rescheduled — 31; Republican National Convention begins in
Charlotte — 32; NBA draft lottery — 33; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C.
March — 36; U.S. Open begins — 39; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres
— 43; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 44; Rescheduled
date for French Open — 59; First presidential debate in Indiana — 68;
"Wonder Woman" premieres — 71; Preakness Stakes rescheduled —
72; First vice presidential debate at the University of Utah — 75; NBA
season ends (last possible date) — 81; Second presidential debate
scheduled at Miami — 84; NBA draft — 85; Wes Anderson’s “The
French Dispatch” premieres — 85; NBA free agency — 88; Third
presidential debate at Belmont — 91; 2020 General Election — 103;
“Black Widow” premieres — 110; NBA 2020-21 training camp — 112;
Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 120; “No Time to Die” premieres
— 120; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 131; “Top Gun: Maverick”
premieres — 153; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 199; New start date for
2021 Olympics — 365; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 373; “Spider-Man
Far From Home” sequel premieres — 470; “Thor: Love and Thunder”
premieres — 568; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness”
premieres — 610; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 652; “Spider-Man:
Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 806.


Days until
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“Florida adds 140 coronavirus deaths and 9,785 new cases” via
Romy Ellenbogen of the Tampa Bay Times — A 9-year-old girl from
Putnam County was listed among the updated death count Wednesday,
and is now the youngest to die from COVID-19 in Florida. She’s also
the fifth child to die in the state, along with two 11-year-olds, a 16-year-
old and a 17-year-old. Florida’s coronavirus death rate is higher than
any other state, including Texas, which has about 25% more people.
Since March, 5,459 people in Florida have died from coronavirus. The
state also recorded 465 new hospitalizations Wednesday.


“As Florida’s coronavirus death toll climbs, Gov. Ron DeSantis
questions state’s numbers” via Masha Saeidi of WFLA — As
coronavirus deaths continue to climb in Florida, DeSantis is questioning
the numbers. He says if you die and test positive for coronavirus, that
counts as a COVID death in Florida. 8 On Your Side is looking into the
Governor’s assertions. DeSantis wants the state to take a second look
at the coronavirus death data following a report that one motorcycle


Corona Florida
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crash victim was classified as a COVID death in central Florida. “A lot of
people are like…how is that possible?” DeSantis said at a news
conference in Orlando on Monday. “You get hit by a car, and then
you’re attributing it to coronavirus.”


As the number of COVID-19 deaths in Florida rise, Ron DeSantis begins
questioning the statistics. Image via Colin Hackley.


“DeSantis’ White House cover erodes as coronavirus spreads in
Florida” via Matt Dixon of POLITICO Florida — DeSantis has followed
Trump’s lead for months while he waged a local battle against the
coronavirus in Florida. That loyalty was rewarded with scorn from the
White House this week as scrutiny on the state’s handling of COVID-19
ratchets up in the final months of the presidential campaign. Twice in
two days, Trump and his aides have put the squeeze on DeSantis.
Now, DeSantis is painted into a corner: He needs to deliver the must-
win battleground for the President — something the state’s rising cases
and death rate are chipping away at — while staying in Trump's good
graces as his once-sky-high approval ratings sink. Without Trump's
endorsement in the 2018 GOP primary, DeSantis almost certainly
wouldn't have been elected.


“Social distancing surges again in Florida as COVID-19 cases rise
and new shutdowns loom, data shows” via Alonso Alcocer of the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel — When Florida began its reopening in
May, tracking data from cellphones showed what you would expect:
People began moving and socializing in a quest for normalcy. Then
coronavirus made a comeback as new cases surged and Florida
emerged as one of the nation’s hot spots. Now, that same cellphone
data shows Floridians beginning to recoil at the alarming headlines and
threats of new shutdowns. Social distancing, at least for the moment, is
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back. The statistics are reported by Top Data and Cuebiq using
anonymous cellphone data tracking human interactions longer than five
minutes. In every state, an increase in those interactions is followed by
an increase in COVID-19 cases, according to Sean Lansing, Top Data
director of strategy.


“Randy Fine first known Brevard politician to contract
coronavirus” via Alessandro Marazzi Sassoon of Florida Today —
Rep. Fine became the first known elected official in Brevard to test
positive for the novel coronavirus. "I have the COVID," he told
FLORIDA TODAY over the phone. Fine, who — along with his family—
has been in self-quarantine since last week when he found out he had
been in contact with a known positive case, said his Tuesday PCR test,
the fourth test he took altogether, came back positive on Wednesday
afternoon. His symptoms, for now, were "like a cold" consisting of a
recurring cough and running nose and feeling run-down. His wife,
Wendy, tested positive on Monday, while Fine and his two sons
confirmed the infection on Wednesday, following the Tuesday nasal
swab.


Good luck to Randy Fine, who tested positive for COVID-19.


“Surge in inmate COVID-19 cases spurs calls for help” via Ana
Ceballos of the News Service of Florida — Inside a prison in rural North
Florida, the mass testing of hundreds of inmates began nearly two
weeks ago, as corrections workers tried to sort and quarantine
prisoners with symptoms of COVID-19 at Columbia Correctional
Institution. A few days later, the results rolled in: More than 400
prisoners had tested positive, the largest number of infections at any
prison in the state. “They mixed positives with negatives. They mixed
positives with people that did not have test results back. But you know,
they had no other choice,” said William Jennings, an inmate who
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tested negative last week. As more inmates and workers test positive,
prisoners and criminal-justice reform advocates are pleading with
DeSantis to do more to address the problem.


“Florida inmate paralyzed by guards denied COVID-19 test after
possible exposure, lawyers say” via Samantha Gross of the Miami
Herald — A Florida woman whose neck and spinal cord were broken in
a brutal beating by officers at Lowell Correctional Institution in August
2019 has been denied a test for COVID-19 after she was possibly
exposed to infected inmates, her lawyers said. In a Monday motion filed
in Cheryl Weimar’s case against the Florida Department of
Corrections, her lawyer said she was exposed at the nearby Florida
Women’s Reception Center in Ocala late July 13, but was refused a
test for the disease even after offering to pay for the test herself.


“A public health employee predicted Florida's coronavirus
catastrophe — then she was fired: 'This is everything I was trying
to warn people about'” via Alexander Nazaryan of Yahoo News — In a
whistleblower complaint Rebekah Jones filed last week, her attorneys
alleged that she was fired by the state’s Department of Health for
“refusing to publish misleading health data.” … “We wanted to be
wrong,” Jones said. “What we’re seeing right now is actually far worse
than what we anticipated.” Back in May, DeSantis’ combative press
secretary dismissed as “alarmist” new projections showing the state
suffering 4,000 mortalities from COVID-19. Florida now has more than
5,000 coronavirus fatalities. Of the many supposed errors DeSantis has
allegedly committed in the course of the pandemic, his administration’s
firing of Jones may prove the most symbolic to those who see it as a
Trumpian rejection of numbers that don’t look good.
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Former public health employee Rebekah Jones says this is what she was warning
about. Image via Rebekah Jones.


“’We need your help’: Florida breweries beg Gov. DeSantis, Sec.
Halsey Beshears to let them reopen” via Jason Delgado of Florida
Politics — Florida’s largest brewery association warned DeSantis that
more than 100 breweries are likely to shutter soon if they remain forced
to limit their operations to a to-go only business model. In a letter to
DeSantis and Department of Business and Professional Regulation
Secretary Beshears, the Florida Brewers Guild begged state leaders to
make an exception for their industry. They warned more than 100
breweries are at-risk of permanently closing within the next two weeks.
The letter said: “We will work with your administration in any way, but
we MUST find a way to put our people back to work. Please help us put
together a plan that safely reopens our industry.”


  


“AP poll: Very few Americans back full school reopening” via Collin
Binkley and Hannah Fingerhut of The Associated Press — Virtual
instruction. Mandated masks. Physical distancing. The start of school
will look very different this year because of the coronavirus — and that’s
OK with the vast majority of Americans. Only about 1 in 10 Americans
think daycare centers, preschools or K-12 schools should open this fall
without restrictions, according to a new poll from The Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Affairs. Most think mask requirements and
other safety measures are necessary to restart in-person instruction,


Back to school?
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and roughly 3 in 10 say that teaching kids in classrooms shouldn’t
happen at all. The findings are a sharp contrast to the picture that
Trump paints as he pressures schools to reopen.


Most Americans are leery of reopening schools at this point. Image via AP.


“Gov. DeSantis says Florida schools will ‘find a way to make do’ in
reopening” via Steven Lemongello of the Orlando Sentinel — DeSantis
doubled down on fully reopening Florida schools Wednesday, saying
that the state “shouldn’t allow ourselves to be paralyzed by fear,” but
again stressed that parents and teachers will have a say in whether
they want to opt-out of in-person instruction. “For someone to be in the
classroom if they’re uncomfortable doing so, let’s just find a way to
make do,” DeSantis said. DeSantis’ five-minute speech at a podium in
Tallahassee comes as counties across the state are questioning
Education Secretary Richard Corcoran’s mandate for a five-day-a-week
class schedule in the fall, and two days after a Florida’s teachers’ union
filed a lawsuit seeking to stop what it called the “reckless and unsafe
reopening” of Florida public schools.


“Florida teachers’ union chief: It’s ‘ridiculous’ to open brick and
mortar schools while virus rages” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida
Politics — The head of Florida’s largest teachers’ union warned of
disastrous consequences for the union’s 130,000 members if required
to teach in classrooms during the pandemic. The Florida Education
Association filed a lawsuit charging it would violate the state
Constitution to reopen schools that are not “safe” and “secure.” The
suit, filed in Miami-Dade County, lists several defendants including,
DeSantis, Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran, and Miami-
Dade Mayor Carlos Giménez – all of whom are recognized in their
official capacities in the lawsuit.
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“Most Central Florida parents choosing virtual schooling so far —
but half haven’t made selections” via Dana Cassidy of the Orlando
Sentinel — With a Friday deadline looming, the parents of fewer than
half the students in Orange and Seminole public schools have
submitted their selections on how they want their children to learn in the
fall. And so far, the majority are choosing virtual options. Central Florida
school districts are moving forward with reopening plans that include in-
person, on-campus schooling — as required by the state — along with
virtual options. The Orange County Public School district has received
nearly 69,000 responses so far, with 64% preferring the
LaunchED@Home option and 30% preferring face-to-face, according to
the district on Wednesday.


“Miami-Dade Superintendent: ‘not currently appropriate’ to reopen
county’s schools” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Miami-Dade
County Superintendent Alberto Carvalho says as of Wednesday, he
does not plan on reopening schools in August, but that a final decision
has not yet been made. Carvalho could make that decisive call as early
as next week. In an interview with CNN’s John King, Carvalho cited
several metrics within the county that inform his decision making. Those
include a shortage of intensive care unit beds, high wait times for those
who get tested for COVID-19, and an insufficient level of contact
tracing. “The conditions are not currently appropriate for us to be able to
teach kids (and) at the same (time) safeguard their well-being and their
health,” he said.


“Miami-Dade considers leaving FHSAA — will Broward and Palm
Beach follow?” via Adam Lichtenstein of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — A potentially seismic shift in Florida high school sports could
be coming. Following the Florida High School Athletic Association
Board of Director’s Monday night vote to maintain the sports calendar
as it is despite the coronavirus pandemic, local districts across the state
have been delaying the start of fall practices. Broward County is one of
those. Some areas are considering opting out of the state series —
including the state championship games — while others are considering
leaving the FHSAA entirely.


“Ten things parents could and should do to help schools safely
reopen” via Valerie Strauss of The Washington Post — Parents need
to put together a different back to school kit. Parents can take on the
responsibility for knowing the health symptoms of COVID-19 and
screen their children at home. Parents have to be prepared to keep
their children at home. Parents need to make sure all their child’s
immunizations are up to date. Parents need to prepare their children for
a different school experience. Parents can make sure their children
know about handwashing techniques. If the family is able, they can help
the schools with lunch and transportation. Families can become familiar
with the other students and families from their child’s cohort class group
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from school. Parents should be prepared to support their children in
remote learning.


  


“Miami-Dade OKs more COVID relief. This time for veterans,
charities and MIA tenants” via Douglas Hanks of the Miami Herald —
Miami-Dade commissioners continued waiving fees and creating grants
for businesses and others facing economic pain from the coronavirus
pandemic, with about $65 million in relief approved on Tuesday.
Veterans in Miami-Dade will be reserved about $20 million in federal
COVID relief awarded Miami-Dade under the CARES Act. A resolution
by Commissioner Jose “Pepe” Diaz instructs the administration of
Mayor Giménez to set up the fund to aid businesses owned by veterans
and to help with rent and mortgage relief for veterans, as well as
stipends for groceries and other needs.


“Why is COVID-19 hitting Broward County’s Black population so
hard? One mother lost two children, both of them only in their 20s”


Corona local
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via Skyler Swisher and Adelaide Chen of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — The new coronavirus shattered Monete Hicks’ world in a
way she couldn’t imagine, killing two of her children before they even
reached their 25th birthday. The Lauderhill mother’s story illustrates the
toll COVID-19 is inflicting on Broward County’s Black community.
Twenty of the 29 people under the age of 45 who have died with
coronavirus in Broward County as of Friday are Black, far higher than
their percentage of the population.


“Within days, Florida family loses two siblings, 20 and 22, to the
virus” via Maria Cramer and Azi Paybarah of The New York Times —
Mychaela Francis was home with her brother, Byron, when she saw
he was struggling to breathe. Paramedics rushed him to Florida Medical
Center on June 27. He died that day of the coronavirus. He was 20.
Three days later, Ms. Francis, 22, began complaining of headaches and
a fever, according to her family. Terrified, she insisted that her mother
take her to the hospital. She died on July 8. The deaths of two young
siblings, within 11 days of each other, have devastated their large
family in Lauderhill. They have also underscored two disturbing
developments: the surge of cases in states like Florida that reopened
swiftly, and the rising number of people in their 20s, 30s and 40s who
are testing positive.


Mychaela Francis, 22, and Byron Francis, 20, died of coronavirus within two
weeks of each other. Image via The New York Times/Darisha Scott.


“Lobster mini-season still on in the Keys, despite COVID concerns”
via NBC 6 South Florida — Monroe County commissioners have
decided against canceling the year's lobster mini-season. The Florida
Keys summer tradition was on the rocks due to the rising number of
coronavirus cases in the state. Commissioners feared that the two-day
bonanza would draw large crowds and contribute to the spread of the
virus. However, during an emergency Commission meeting, county
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officials chose not to send a letter canceling the event to the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. That means from July 29
to 30, boaters will be free to catch the crustaceans.


  


“Survey: Florida, Tampa Bay families report ongoing economic
struggles, don’t want schools to reopen” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of
Florida Politics — A new survey shows Florida families are continuing
to struggle amid the COVID-19 pandemic and many say their financial
situation is rapidly declining. The group ParentsTogether, along with
Opportunity for All Floridians surveyed more than 3,600 of its member
families from July 16-19 and found 73% identify as economically
struggling. Among those who reported being financially impacted by the
pandemic, 75% say they’ve had to make economic trade-offs on things
like food, medication, and rent to make ends meet. Fully 81% of
respondents said the state should double its maximum unemployment
benefit from $250 to $500.


More local
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“Donald Trump’s end-run around CDC brings threat of fewer drugs
for hospitals” via Darius Tahir and Rachel Roubein of POLITICO — A
Trump administration change in the way hospitals report coronavirus
data is bringing confusion and more work to medical centers and states
as cases explode across the country. And hospitals that don’t get it right
every day could end up receiving fewer critical drugs like remdesivir.
The Trump administration uses data on coronavirus hospitalizations,
drug supplies and ICU beds to allocate scarce COVID-19 treatments,
as well as supplies of plasma and protective gear. But last week, the
Department of Health and Human Services abruptly changed the
reporting process, bypassing a long-used Centers for Disease Control
system with an alternative designed to more quickly help track the virus’
spread.


A medical worker wearing personal protective equipment cleans gurneys in the
emergency department intake area in New York. Image via AP.


“Thanks to coronavirus, Americans looking at a stay-at-home fall
season, survey suggests” via Mike Snider of USA TODAY — Most
Americans have likely accepted that the coronavirus pandemic will
make this fall much different from past years, with most expecting their
home to be a place of work and learning when the school year starts.
More than 6 out of 10 Americans (61%) said it was likely that they
would be working from home this fall, with 56% saying it was unlikely
they would be working from their office, according to The Harris Poll
survey of 1,970 U.S. adults from July 18-19. Home won't only be the
place where work is done; it will likely be a hub of learning, too.


“Bipartisan majority supports statewide mask mandates, poll


Corona nation
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finds” via Max Cohen of POLITICO — A bipartisan majority of
registered voters strongly support state mandates that would fine or jail
individuals if they fail to wear a mask in public, a new
POLITICO/Morning Consult poll finds. The broad approval for such
mandates comes as statewide mask orders aimed at stopping the
spread of coronavirus are under effect in more than half of U.S. states.
Increasingly, Republican Governors in states like Alabama and
Arkansas have issued mask mandates, while top health officials are
pleading with the public to cover their faces. The poll found 53 percent
of registered voters polled strongly favor statewide mask mandates that
are punishable by fine or jail time.


A bipartisan majority of registered voters strongly support state mandates that
would fine or jail individuals if they fail to wear a mask in public. Image via AP.


“U.S. Northeast, pummeled in the spring, now stands out in virus
control” via Ellen Barry of The New York Times — Six months since
the coronavirus crisis was first detected in the United States, the
Northeast stands in sharp contrast with the rest of the nation. Along the
East Coast, from Delaware through Maine, new case reports remain at
a low level, a small fraction of their April peak. “It’s acting like Europe,”
Dr. Ashish Jha, the director of the Harvard Global Health Institute, said
of the Northeast. Like Europe, the Northeast suffered a devastating
wave of illnesses and deaths in March and April, and state leaders
responded, after some hesitation, with aggressive lockdowns and big
investments in testing and tracing efforts. Residents have largely
followed rules and been surprisingly supportive of tough measures,
even at the cost of economic pain.


“Silent spread of virus keeps scientists grasping for clues” via the
Associated Press — One of the great mysteries of the coronavirus is
how quickly it rocketed around the world. It first flared in central China
and, within three months, was on every continent but Antarctica,
shutting down daily life for millions. Behind the rapid spread was
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something that initially caught scientists off guard, baffled health
authorities and undermined early containment efforts — the virus could
be spread by seemingly healthy people. As workers return to offices,
children prepare to return to schools and those desperate for normalcy
again visit malls and restaurants, the emerging science points to a
menacing reality: the illness may be impossible to contain.


  


“White House, Senate GOP weigh interim unemployment aid
extension” via Josh Wingrove of Bloomberg — Trump administration
officials and Senate Republicans are discussing a short-term extension
of unemployment insurance, as lawmakers and the White House
appear unlikely to reach a broader stimulus deal before the benefits
lapse. The possible side deal would extend funds that were provided to
millions of Americans by earlier coronavirus rescue packages,
according to people familiar with the matter. The scope of any
extension is unclear. Some Republican aides on Capitol Hill said they
weren’t aware of the negotiations and cast doubt on its chances of
succeeding. Several Republicans didn’t support the original $600-a-
week unemployment insurance provided under the CARES Act, saying
it provides a disincentive to work. The payments expire at the end of
July.


Donald Trump and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell discuss a short-term
extension of unemployment insurance as lawmakers and the White House appear
unlikely to reach a broader stimulus deal before the benefits lapse. Image via AP.


“Banks face a unique coronavirus problem: Now everyone is
wearing a mask” via Renae Merle of The Washington Post — Face
masks are mandatory at Walmart, Target and a growing number of


Corona economics
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retailers. Trump, who long resisted being photographed in a mask, now
encourages the public to wear them and said he carries one with him.
But for U.S. banks, widespread adoption has been trickier. The small
pieces of cloth public health officials consider one of the best defenses
against the growing novel coronavirus threat could double as a handy
disguise for would-be bank robbers, they say. Face-mask requirements
“create the very real risk of increases in bank robberies,” a top financial
regulator said recently. But the American Bankers Association, the
industry’s largest lobbying group, said it was “urging” its members to
require customers to wear face masks.


“Bahamas ban against Americans' travel could hurt South Florida
commerce” via David Lyons of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
When the Bahamas imposes its travel ban on Americans at midnight
Wednesday, you can still get there if you have a yacht, a private plane,
or enough cash for a ride aboard a private charter. Those are the only
exceptions to an action designed not only to keep sick people away
from South Florida’s island neighbor in the Atlantic but to ensure that
travelers remain healthy while visiting there.


  


“The U.K.’s response to COVID-19 has been world-class” via Tyler
Cowen of Bloomberg — When the discussion turns to which countries
have responded best to COVID-19 those most often mentioned are
Taiwan, New Zealand and Vietnam. I would like to make a more
surprising nomination: the U.K. At first glance, the U.K.’s performance
doesn’t look great. It has one of the highest death rates per million, and
the government’s initial response to COVID-19 was halting and
contradictory. Its prime minister, Boris Johnson, contracted COVID-19
and was disabled for weeks. That said, the most important factor in the
global response to COVID-19 has to be progress on the biomedical
front, and on that score, the U.K. receives stellar marks. In fact, I would
argue, it is tops in the world, and certainly No. 1 per capita.


More corona
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Boris Johnson contracting COVID-19 may be one of the factors in the U.K.
making progress on the biomedical front.


“It's not just dexamethasone: Other steroids may be used to treat
critically ill COVID-19 patients, study says” via Adrianna Rodriguez
of USA TODAY — Dexamethasone isn’t the only steroid that has
shown promise in the battle against COVID-19. Researchers at the
Albert Einstein College of Medicine and Montefiore Health System led a
study in which most of their patients took prednisone, another steroid in
the same family as dexamethasone, and found patients with high
inflammation levels were associated with a 75% reduction in risk of
going on mechanical ventilation or dying. The study, published in the
peer-reviewed Journal of Hospital Medicine, also sought to pinpoint a
window in which these steroids would be the most beneficial to patients
with COVID-19, the illness caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus.
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“Why the Black Lives Matter movement doesn't want a singular
leader” via Laura Barrón-López of POLITICO — In 2015, thousands of
Black activists gathered in Ohio for the first national Black Lives Matter
convention to consider where the movement would direct its energy.
Attendees in the crowd held up red construction paper to signal “no” to
a handful of narrow options, like focusing only on policy or on
organizing demonstrations. But then, the activists were asked what they
thought about an all-of-the-above, “multi-tactical” approach
encompassing everything from organizing and protesting to pushing
new legislation at various levels of government. “It was a sea of green,”
said Ash-Lee Woodard Henderson, co-executive director of the
Highlander Research and Education Center and one of many leaders in
the Movement for Black Lives coalition.


Smoldering
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Protesters gather for a Juneteenth rally at the Brooklyn Museum. Image via AP.


“House votes on statues of Confederates, racist chief justice” via
Jessica Gresko and Matthew Daly of The Associated Press — The
House moved toward a vote Wednesday on removing from the U.S.
Capitol statues of Confederate heroes, including Robert E. Lee, and a
bust of Chief Justice Roger B. Taney, the author of the 1857 Dred
Scott decision that declared African Americans couldn’t be citizens.
Besides Taney, the bill would direct the Architect of the Capitol to
identify and eventually remove from Statuary Hall at least 10 statues
honoring Confederate leaders, including Lee, Jefferson Davis and
Alexander Stephens. Three statues honoring White supremacists
would be immediately removed. “Defenders and purveyors of sedition,
slavery, segregation and White supremacy have no place in this temple
of liberty,” House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer said at a Capitol news
conference before the House vote.


“Surprise, surprise. Big banks’ racism blocked Blacks’ access to
PPP loans” via Emma Coleman Jordan and Jamillah Bowman of the
Miami Herald — Banks have denounced systemic racism and pledged
support to Black lives. Yet their practices during this pandemic and their
role in distributing money from the $660 billion Paycheck Protection
Program show how systemic racism is embedded in their business
model. Last week, the Trump administration finally disclosed the names
of many companies that received forgivable loans from the program,
which is intended to keep small businesses afloat. Yet included among
the recipients were big investment firms, big-name law firms and
companies connected to prominent political insiders.


“New York, Chicago promise court fight if Trump sends in
unidentified federal agents” via Nathan Layne and Jonathan Allen of
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Reuters — The Mayors of New York City and Chicago said on Tuesday
they would take Trump to court if he sent unidentified U.S. government
agents to police their cities, pushing back on a threat that has sparked
widespread controversy over the use of federal force. But Chicago
Mayor Lori Lightfoot also said she would accept an influx of FBI
agents and other identified law enforcement officials from the Trump
administration, an acknowledgment of the scale of gun violence and
other crimes plaguing her city. Lightfoot and New York City Mayor Bill
de Blasio spoke a day after Trump said he would send law
enforcement to several cities including Baltimore, Chicago, New York
and Philadelphia.


“Philadelphia's top prosecutor is prepared to arrest federal agents”
via Brentin Mock of Bloomberg — After numerous reports and lawsuits
in Portland regarding un-badged and un-uniformed federal officers
arresting, beating, and detaining people in unmarked vehicles, the
Trump administration’s response is that they’re going to do it even
more, and in more cities. Saying that his federal agents are doing a
“fantastic job,” Trump has suggested that he will also deploy agents in
New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Detroit, Baltimore and Milwaukee to
do the same. In one of those cities, the city prosecutor has already
preemptively warned Trump’s police forces what he will do if they bring
the same tactics to Philadelphia. “Anyone, including federal law
enforcement, who unlawfully assaults and kidnaps people will face
criminal charges from my office,” Philadelphia District Attorney Larry
Krasner said.


“Portland standoff: State asks federal agents to be reined in” via
Gillian Flaccus of the Associated Press — Attorneys for Oregon argued
Wednesday for a restraining order against federal agents deployed to
quell protests in Portland, in a standoff that some legal experts have
warned could lead to a constitutional crisis in an election year. A federal
judge heard the state’s and the U.S. government’s arguments in a
lawsuit filed by Oregon Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum, who
accuses federal agents of arresting protesters without probable cause,
whisking them away in unmarked cars and using excessive force to
quell the unrest. Federal authorities have disputed that. The lawsuit is
part of a growing pushback against the Trump administration’s use of
federal agents in Portland and its plans to do the same in other cities.


“Liberal, progressive — and racist? The Sierra Club faces its
white-supremacist history.” via Darryl Fears and Steven Mufson of
The Washington Post — No one is more important to the history of
environmental conservation than John Muir — the “wilderness
prophet,” “patron saint of the American wilderness” and “father of the
national parks” who founded the nation’s oldest conservation
organization, the Sierra Club. But on Wednesday, citing the current
racial reckoning, the group announced it will end its blind reverence to a
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figure who was also racist. As Confederate statues fall across the
country, Sierra Club Executive Director Michael Brune said in an early
morning post on the group’s website, “it’s time to take down some of
our own monuments, starting with some truth-telling about the Sierra
Club’s early history.”


“Jacksonville prosecutors drop charges for 16 more protesters” via
Andrew Pantazi of the Florida Times-Union — The State Attorney’s
Office dropped charges for 15 protesters from the May 30 protests in
Jacksonville and for one protester arrested in July in Clay County after
that county’s sheriff harshly criticized protesters and threatened to
deputize civilians. Jacksonville prosecutors had already dropped
charges for every pending case of unlawful assembly or resisting arrest
for protesters arrested May 31. The office has now dropped charges
against at least 64 arrested protesters. Prosecutors, however, have
declined to criticize police practices, even as the Jacksonville Sheriff’s
Office faces a federal lawsuit accusing it of violently and illegally
arresting the protesters.


“Miami-Dade finds justice reform a tough task two months after
George Floyd’s death” via Douglas Hanks of the Miami Herald — The
proposal before Miami-Dade commissioners called for a study on using
mental-health specialists instead of police on some 911 calls. It wasn’t
an easy request. “I strongly oppose something like this that is going to
put at risk the lives of the residents that pay the taxes ... in an
emergency,” Commissioner Rebeca Sosa said in opposing the plan for
a study on creating a “mobile crisis intervention team” in Miami-Dade. “I
cannot justify to my constituents that a 911 person is going to decide
whether to send a civilian ... or a police officer.”


“Dozens protest outside Lake Worth Beach City Hall; no response
from commission inside” via Jorge Milian of The Palm Beach Post —
William Solomon has lived most of his 62 years in Lake Worth Beach
and says racism has always existed in the city “especially with the
police.” “But I would like for it to change,” Solomon said. On Tuesday,
Solomon joined a group of around 50 people who gathered outside City
Hall in support of the Black Lives Matter movement and to demand city
officials pay more attention to the plight of the Black community, which
makes up roughly one-fifth of the city’s population.


“Safety Harbor’s placement of a Black Lives Matter sign splits city
residents” via Marco Snipe of the Tampa Bay Times — A decision by
Safety Harbor officials to soon place two Black Lives Matter signs in
front of City Hall has led to a social media backlash, prompted phone
calls to city officials and inspired a stream of emails to Mayor Joe
Ayoub. Safety Harbor Commissioners decided during a virtual meeting
to display the Black Lives Matter signs at City Hall after a proposal by
some community residents asked city officials to join neighborhoods in
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speaking out for racial justice. For some in this town of 18,000, of which
less than 5% are Black, the subsequent denunciations of the decision
serve as a reminder of a not-too-distant era when the town was plagued
by racial segregation and the presence of the Ku Klux Klan.


“To NBA coaches, racial equality is a priority of the restart” via Tim
Reynolds of The Associated Press — Dallas’ Rick Carlisle now starts
every interview session by reading from a calendar that highlights
something that happened on that day in the country’s racial history.
Toronto’s Nick Nurse is often wearing shirts to practice proclaiming
that Black Lives Matter. Orlando’s Steve Clifford, in lieu of pre-practice
film, showed his team a documentary on the life of John Lewis. While
NBA players are using the season restart to demand change, coaches
in the league are not making them walk down that path alone. Coaches
around the NBA — where most players are Black and most coaches
are White — have been active participants in the demand societal
change around the league.


Atlanta Hawks guard Trae Young holds a ‘Black Lives Matter’ sign during a
peaceful rally in his hometown of Norman, Oklahoma, calling attention to the


killing of George Floyd. Image via AP.


“How Ben & Jerry’s perfected the delicate recipe for corporate
activism” via Jordyn Holman of Bloomberg — Anuradha Mittal was
about to step out of her home in Oakland, Calif., on the last Friday of
May, but first she had one last email to send. She was on her way to
one of the demonstrations that had broken out around the world five
days after the killing of Floyd in Minneapolis. The note Mittal, the board
chair of Ben & Jerry’s, was sending was to the CEO, Matthew
McCarthy, requesting that a statement be prepared by Monday. She
wanted the ice cream brand to express support for the Black Lives
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Matter movement and decry the violence against Floyd. McCarthy
replied immediately to assure her his team was already on it.


  


“Senate GOP split as it begins unveiling coronavirus package” via
Marianne Levine and John Bresnahan of POLITICO — Senate
Republicans will start unveiling their new coronavirus relief bill on
Wednesday, although the party remains sharply divided over some of
the proposals, including one of Trump’s top demands. The proposed
legislation is expected to call for a new round of direct payments to
Americans but with lower income restrictions; liability protection for
schools and businesses as they begin to reopen; billions of dollars in
new funds to upgrade state-level coronavirus testing capacity;
additional Paycheck Protection Program funding for small businesses;
$105 billion for schools as they seek to restart operations; and a
provision to provide flexibility for the use of state aid.


“Ted Yoho apologizes for confronting Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez


D.C. matters
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but denies profanity” via Sarah Ferris of POLITICO — Rep. Yoho
apologized for aggressively confronting Rep. Ocasio-Cortez outside
the Capitol earlier this week, but denied he used profanity to address
the congresswoman. “I rise to apologize for the abrupt manner of the
conversation I had with my colleague from New York. It is true that we
disagree on policies and visions for America, but that does not mean
we should be disrespectful,” Yoho said in a rare floor speech to address
a personal matter with another lawmaker. The retiring Florida
Republican had come under scrutiny for reportedly confronting the New
York Democrat on the steps of the Capitol on Monday.


Rep. Ted Yoho apologized to Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez on the House floor,
while denying profane language was directed at the freshman congresswoman.


Image via Washington Times.


“D.C. Mayor orders mandatory masks as infections rise again” via
Ashraf Khalil of The Associated Press — With coronavirus cases rising,
DC Mayor Muriel Bowser issued an executive order Wednesday
making face masks mandatory outside homes — an unprecedented
step in the nation’s capital. Bowser said the order would include
“enforcement language” detailing possible fines for violations. After
saying they had successfully blunted the infection curve in the city
earlier this summer, health officials say the infection numbers have
slowly crept upward, reaching triple digits on Wednesday for the first
time in weeks. Limited exceptions to the order, according to material
distributed by Bowser’s office, include children under age 3, people
“actively eating or drinking” and people “vigorously exercising outdoors”
while not close to anyone else.
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Siren — “Mary Mayhew predicts ‘significant’ gap in Medicaid
budget” via the News Service of Florida — Agency for Health Care
Administration Secretary Mayhew said that despite an estimated
shortfall in funding, she expects Medicaid providers on the front lines of
the COVID-19 crisis to ask the Legislature for additional money to help
offset costs for such needs as personal-protective equipment. “When
providers are having to pay additional costs associated with overtime,
with having to recruit additional staff, the costs of PPE (personal
protective equipment), well, that won’t automatically lead to an increase
in the Medicaid budget,” Mayhew said. “We are certainly going to have
providers coming to the Legislature seeking additional funding because
of those costs.”


Mary Mayhew is warning about a considerable shortfall of Medicaid money in
Florida.


“John Couriel steps aside in Supreme Court appointment case” via
the News Service of Florida — Florida Supreme Court Justice Couriel
recused himself from a lawsuit challenging the appointment of Palm
Beach County Circuit Judge Renatha Francis to the Supreme Court.
Couriel’s decision came a day after attorneys for state Rep. Geraldine
Thompson filed a motion seeking the disqualification of Couriel.
DeSantis on May 26 announced the appointments of Couriel and
Francis to the Supreme Court. While Couriel has started serving as a
justice, Francis is ineligible to serve on the Supreme Court until Sept.
24, when she will mark her 10th year as a member of The Florida Bar.


“Pandemic takes toll on court funding” via the News Service of
Florida — A report issued this week by the state Revenue Estimating
Conference said court fees, known as “Article V” fees, in the 2019-2020
fiscal year were $48.3 million below what had been estimated in
December, before the pandemic largely shut down courthouses and


Statewide
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scaled back business activity. The 2019-2020 fiscal year ended June
30, and the report also points to reduced estimates of court fees in the
coming years. “The shortfalls across the judicial system (county, circuit,
family and traffic courts) and the clerks were widespread, leading to a
combined loss across all categories and revenue recipients of $48.3
million,” the report said.


“North Bay Village commissioner used staff for a private event.
She’s now pleaded guilty” via David Ovalle of the Miami Herald — A
North Bay Village commissioner resigned Wednesday after she was
charged — and immediately pleaded guilty — to misdemeanors
stemming from her using village staff members to plan a private
educational event. Andreana Jackson, a real estate agent, must also
perform 100 hours of community service and pay back the nearly
$3,000 she was quietly paid as a “consultant” for hosting the education
fair at Treasure Island Elementary School in November 2017.
Prosecutors charged her with two misdemeanors: extortion by officers
of the state, and exploitation of an official position. Under the terms of
the plea deal, which was worked out in advance before charges were
filed, Jackson agreed to resign.


  


“Apalachicola oyster harvesting put on ice” via Jim Turner of the
News Service of Florida — Apalachicola Bay oysters will be off the
menu for up to five years in the latest effort to revive the oyster
population in the Franklin County bay. The Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission unanimously agreed to issue an order that
will ban the harvesting of wild oysters starting Aug. 1 from Apalachicola
Bay as part of a $20 million restoration effort. The bay, which once
supplied more than 90% of Florida’s oysters, has been on life support
for nearly a decade due to drought, overharvesting and, according to
Florida officials, the drain of freshwater at the heart of the state’s “water
war” with Georgia.


“FWC changes stone crab regulations to revitalize population” via
Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — The Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission announced Wednesday a series of changes
to both recreational and commercial stone crab fishing. The changes
include shortening the season by two weeks, requiring a 2 3/16-inch
escape ring in all plastic and wood stone crab traps before the start of
the 2023/2024 season, increasing the minimum claw size limit by an
eighth of an inch, and limiting the possession of whole stone crabs on
the water to two checker boxes. FWC said the changes are intended to
“increase the stone crab population and add resiliency to the fishery by
reducing harvest, reducing release and bycatch mortality, and reduce
fishery interactions with egg-bearing females late in the season.”


For your radar



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkddhhd-edrdjlhjd-uj/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkddhhd-edrdjlhjd-uj/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkddhhd-edrdjlhjd-ut/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkddhhd-edrdjlhjd-ui/





  


“Trump’s remedy for low poll numbers: Reminding people polls
can be wrong” via Annie Karni of The New York Times — “I’m not
losing,” Trump insisted in an interview on Sunday with the Fox News
anchor Chris Wallace after being presented with the cable network's
latest poll, which showed Biden with an eight-point advantage
nationally. The President, who often promotes poll numbers when they
are favorable to him said the public polls that showed him losing were
“fake in 2016, and now they’re even more fake.” There aren’t many
campaign metrics out there these days to buoy a president who loves to
cite a record he has shattered. He hasn’t been able to pack a stadium
with supporters since the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic, and
Biden has outraised him for two months in a row.


Donald Trump insisted to Chris Wallace of Fox News that polls can be wrong.
Image via CNN.


2020
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“Joe Biden and Barack Obama troll Trump in a video that marks a
new pandemic campaign tactic” via Annie Linksey of The Washington
Post — The video camera captures Obama emerging from a black
SUV in the garage of an office building and making his way upstairs via
an elevator, where he is seen trailing Biden down a hallway. The two sit
in distant leather chairs in an expansive office and talk — trash talk,
actually — about Obama’s successor and the man Biden hopes to
unseat in November. The unusual video — a teaser for a longer taped
conversation between the two men set to be released via social media
Thursday — serves both to troll the current President and send a signal
that Obama will start playing a much more active role in the campaign.


“Elizabeth Warren’s new role: Key Biden policy adviser” via Will
Weissert of The Associated Press — Biden accused Warren last year
of holding an “angry, unyielding viewpoint.” She embraced that label
and slammed Biden as “naive” for thinking he could work with
Republicans as president. She warned Democrats against picking a
“Washington insider” and pointedly refused to endorse Biden until
weeks after exiting the race. Now, those bitter primary clashes are a
distant memory. They talk every 10 days or so, according to aides to
both politicians who spoke on condition of anonymity to freely describe
their relationship.


“Barbara Lagoa, Robert Luck under pressure to exit felons voting
case” via Dara Kam of the News Service of Florida — Democratic
members of the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee this week accused
Judges Lagoa and Luck of judicial misconduct and reneging on
pledges they made before their Senate confirmations to the Atlanta-
based 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals last year. The judges’
participation in the Florida case “appears to violate the code of conduct
for United States judges,” the 10 Democrats on the committee wrote in
letters to Lagoa and Luck. The letters are the latest salvo in a high-
stakes challenge to a 2019 Florida law requiring felons to pay “legal
financial obligations” associated with their convictions to be eligible to
vote.


  


“Economist: ‘This is all looking to be a disaster’ Mayor admits RNC
will not generate $100m in economic impact due to COVID” via Ben
Becker of Action News Jax — Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry is
admitting the city will fall short of the $100 million economic impact
figure he touted when the city landed the Republican National
Convention in June. “It’s clear it will not be that kind of economic activity
with a scale back [because of the coronavirus]” said Curry during a
Tuesday news conference. Curry welcomed the RNC to Jacksonville
with a hype video that bragged “what city would take on the RNC with


Convention countdown
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just 75 days to pull it off?” However, 34 days out from the August 24
start, the dynamic has changed amid Coronavirus and security
concerns even as the Jacksonville 2020 Host Committee website still
touts the $100 million economic impact figure.


Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry is admitting that the RNC will probably not bring
in $100M.


“RNC plans in jeopardy as Jacksonville council president opposes
city bill” via Andrew Pantazi of The Florida Times-Union — The 2020
Republican National Convention’s plans for coming to Jacksonville next
month will face a major roadblock after Curry filed a bill Wednesday
evening: a City Council President who said he now opposes the effort.
The bill, which still leaves gaps about how the city plans to handle
testing, treatment and the potential spread of coronavirus, grants Curry
extraordinary power to spend $33 million in federal security funds how
he thinks is necessary. City Council President Tommy Hazouri told the
Times-Union he opposes the bill, though it’s possible he could be
persuaded to change his vote depending on the outcome of a Friday
council meeting where he’s asked the Sheriff and other officials to
testify.
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“Cris Dosev hits new low with transphobic, fearmongering ad” via
Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — The perennial candidate released
an ad making baseless attacks on incumbent Rep. Alex Andrade,
accusing him of bullying grandmothers among other nonsensical
claims. But then it steps over the line, claiming Andrade “sponsored a
gay rights bill that paves the way for men to play on girls’ sports teams
and men to go in girls’ bathrooms.” It’s 2020. The bathroom
fearmongering trope is tired, inaccurate and bigoted. In this case, it’s
also a flat out lie. Andrade has never sponsored a “bathroom bill” or
anything of the sort. What he did co-sponsor was the Florida
Competitive Workforce Act, a bill sponsored by 50-plus members of the
House and nearly half the Senate


To see the ad for yourself, click on the image below:


More from the trail
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“Did Republican candidate Amanda Makki lobby for a liberal
group? She denies it.” via Josh Solomon and Steve Contorno of the
Tampa Bay Times — The work history of a leading Republican
congressional candidate has become a point of contention in her race
after she was anonymously accused of once lobbying for a liberal dark
money group. A mass text message sent out to CD 13 voters last week
suggests that Makki, the top GOP contender to take on U.S. Rep.
Charlie Crist in November, lobbied on behalf of the Sixteen Thirty
Fund, a major underwriter of Democratic causes and candidates. It’s a
charge that Makki denies. In a tweet on Saturday, Makki called the text
messaging “More FAKE NEWS” and a “smear campaign with LIES.”
Without evidence, she accused Crist, a Democrat, of lobbing the attack.
Crist’s campaign denied any involvement.


“Grady Judd disses Ross Spano with Scott Franklin endorsement”
via Kelly Hayes of Florida Politics — Pasco County Sheriff Judd is
endorsing Republican candidate Scott Franklin for Congress. “Scott
Franklin is a real conservative,” Judd said in an ad announcing his
endorsement. “I trust him to help secure the border and uphold the law.
And you can too.” The conservative Sheriff’s endorsement brings an
interesting twist to an already heated race. Franklin is challenging U.S.
Rep. Spano in Florida’s 15th Congressional District. Both are
Republicans, setting up a fairly uncommon primary contest. Spano is
facing an uphill battle despite his incumbent status, with Franklin
challenging him in campaign fundraising and endorsements. Spano
made himself a target this year after fumbling his campaign finance in
2018 when he was first elected to Congress.


“New ad praises Brian Mast for ‘fighting for Florida’s environment’”
via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — A new TV ad from a pro-
environmental group is praising Republican U.S. Rep. Mast‘s record as



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkddhhd-edrdjlhjd-oh/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkddhhd-edrdjlhjd-ok/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkddhhd-edrdjlhjd-ok/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkddhhd-edrdjlhjd-ou/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkddhhd-edrdjlhjd-bl/





he seeks reelection in Florida’s 18th Congressional District. EDF Action
Votes is an offshoot from the Environmental Defense Fund, an
organization that’s backed Republicans’ efforts on the environment in
the past. The 30-second spot is part of a $100,000 ad buy and will run
in the West Palm Beach media market. CD 18 covers parts of northern
Palm Beach County — including West Palm Beach — and extends
upward into Martin and St. Lucie counties. Mast is facing retired police
sergeant Nick Vessio in the Republican primary. Former Navy JAG
Pam Keith is battling attorney Oz Vazquez for the Democratic
nomination.


“Casey Askar, yet to produce discharge papers, won’t provide
further details about Marine service” via Jacob Ogles of Florida
Politics — Staff shortages make it unlikely the National Personnel
Records Center will independently confirm Askar’s veteran service
soon. That leaves it to the Naples Republican to clarify details about his
time as a Marine. Askar has yet to produce his DD-214. Six days after
the initial request, Askar provided a statement making clear the
document was not immediately available and questioning the need to
provide it. “We don’t consider Florida Politics to be an unbiased outlet,”
reads a statement from the campaign provided by consultant Kristin
Davison. “Not one of the other candidates has had to jump through
these types of hoops to defend his or her essential life facts.”


“Carlos Giménez foe takes ballot case to appeals court” via the
News Service of Florida — A lawsuit over whether Miami-Dade County
Mayor Giménez properly qualified to run for a South Florida
congressional seat is headed to an appeals court. Omar Blanco, who
is vying with Giménez in the Republican primary in Congressional
District 26, filed the lawsuit in April challenging Giménez’s candidacy.
Blanco named as defendants Giménez and Secretary of State Laurel
Lee. But Leon County Circuit Judge Charles Dodson dismissed the
complaint against Lee. That led to Blanco filing a notice that he is
appealing Dodson’s ruling to the Tallahassee-based 1st District Court of
Appeal.


—“Florida doctors recommend Perry Thurston for reelection in SD
33” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


First in Sunburn — Florida’s top elected Democrat will back
Shevrin Jones in SD 35 — Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried —
the state’s highest-ranking elected Democrat — says she’s supporting
Rep. Jones in his bid for the Senate District 35 seat. “Shevrin is the
leader we need in the state Senate,” Fried said Thursday in a statement
first obtained by Florida Politics. “Working alongside him in Tallahassee
I saw first hand his passion and commitment to expanding access to
health care, fighting to see equal opportunity to quality education,
standing with our workers, and always standing up for what is right, no
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matter what the political consequences. During these challenging times
Floridians need leaders they can count on to look out for them, and
Shevrin is that leader."


Shevrin Jones gets a big thumbs-up from Nikki Fried, the state's top Democratic
elected.


—“Human Rights Campaign endorses Jones Senate bid along with
several House candidates” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


—"Meet Angie Nixon, a Democrat running for House District 14" via
Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


—"Meet Julio Rocha, a Democrat running for House District 48" via
Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


  


“Broward Court Clerk Brenda Forman, running for reelection,
posts quote erroneously attributed to Adolf Hitler on her Facebook
page” via Anthony Man of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — A little
more than 24 hours after she posted it, after community members and
people in politics took to social media and email to spread word about
the post, it was deleted from Forman’s Facebook page — after she had
posted responses to critics in which she defended posting the
quotation. The quote — about how to take control away from people —
has been erroneously attributed to Mein Kampf, the Nazi leader’s
manifesto, and reproduced many times on social media.


Down ballot
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Seeking reelection, Broward Clerk of Courts Brenda Forman misattributed a quote
to Adolf Hitler. Image via Law.com.


“Orange school board candidate Bruce Antone should be
disqualified from race, lawsuit says” via Lisa Maria Garcia of the
Orlando Sentinel — Rep. Antone, who is running for the Orange
County School Board District 5 seat, is facing a lawsuit by opponent
Michael Scott, who is challenging his eligibility. The lawsuit, filed on
Friday in Orange County court, alleges that Antone does not live in the
district, which runs from Pine Hills south to Tangelo Park and takes in a
number of Orlando neighborhoods, including Washington Shores. Scott
is asking a judge to disqualify Antone from the Aug. 18 primary because
he listed on his candidate application an address within the boundaries
of District 4. Antone has not filed a response in court and did not
immediately reply to a request for comment.


—"A dozen Black pastors back Esteban ‘Steve’ Bovo in Miami-
Dade County mayoral race" via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics
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“Waiting for my daughter’s results and wondering when America
will get COVID testing right” via Scott Maxwell of the Orlando Sentinel
— On Monday, my 20-year-old daughter called. She was peppily
reporting the details of how her internship in North Carolina was going
when she changed her tone and said: “I have to tell you guys
something else.” She then let us know that her roommate was mildly
sick and displaying some COVID-19 symptoms. Now, my daughter is
responsible. She and her roommate wanted to get tested ASAP.
Unfortunately, quick isn’t something America does when it comes to the
coronavirus. She had to wait a day to get an appointment and at least
two days more to get the results. So we’re already talking three days at
a minimum before these two young women could find out if they were
carriers.


Top opinion


  Opinions
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“In Trump’s America, the First Amendment protects only those
who exercise the Second” via Dana Millbank of The Washington Post
— In Portland, federal police use batons, tear gas and rubber bullets on
moms in bicycle helmets. Trump says that the demonstrators “hate our
country” and that “we must protect Federal property.” Anarchists in
Oregon who hate their country are trying to set fires and destroy federal
property? Hmmm. Steven and Dwight Hammond, also from Oregon,
were convicted of arson for a fire that burned 139 acres of federal
property in the state. A witness testified that Steven Hammond handed
out matches with instructions to “light up the whole country.” Their
imprisonment sparked an armed takeover of federal property. And what
did Trump think of these arsonists who destroyed federal property and
wanted to burn down America? Why, he pardoned them in 2018.


“Betsy DeVos just crossed another line. She's an ongoing danger
to teachers and students.” via David Sciarra and Derek W. Black of
USA TODAY — As much of the country experiences an alarming surge
of COVID-19 cases, Education Secretary DeVos is carrying Trump’s
water by demanding that states reopen their schools after the summer
break. She makes this demand with no sense of how schools can do
this safely. But just beneath her disregard for public health is a shocking
ignorance about the fundamental nature of authority over public schools
in this country. The secretary assumes she has that power and wants to
run roughshod over those who do. In fact, shortly after making the
demand, the governors of South Carolina, Iowa and Florida bowed to
her assertion of authority, much to the dismay of educators in those
states.


“Get real, Congress. Florida’s COVID unemployed aren’t getting
rich off federal benefits” via the Miami Herald editorial board — The
Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation is set to expire after
this week, taking the $600 weekly payments to jobless Americans with
it. If reluctant Republican lawmakers in Congress care at all about
keeping the U.S. economy buoyed while COVID-19 continues to surge,
they will extend the benefits to the many people who were gainfully
employed, then suddenly jobless, then employed again and now are out
of work one more time. As the increase in confirmed cases of the
coronavirus shows, too many states, Florida, first and foremost,
bungled reopening.


“Convalescent plasma donations needed to treat COVID-19” via Dr.
Michael Patete for the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The ever-rising
number of reported COVID-19 cases in Florida and beyond reminds us
daily of the overwhelming urgency to find effective treatments that can
reduce patients’ suffering and save lives. If you are among those who
have already had the virus and made a full recovery, donating your
blood plasma can go a long way toward helping medical researchers
achieve these goals. People who have recovered have infection-fighting
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antibodies in their blood, referred to as “convalescent plasma,” and
convalescent plasma therapy has emerged as a promising
experimental treatment for patients who are fighting the disease.
Convalescent plasma therapy is a much-needed ray of hope, but more
donors are necessary as demand has grown.


“Please, Sun-Sentinel, rescind shameful endorsement of Scott
Israel for Broward sheriff” via Hunter Pollack for the South Florida
Sun-Sentinel — I wasn’t planning on sending you this letter, but after
watching my mom cry tears of pain when she saw your endorsement, I
felt obligated to. I just can’t fathom the pain the 16 other victims’
families felt when you released your shameful endorsement. But given
that you wrote that you anticipated your endorsement would engender
such feelings, I’ll stick to the facts of the case that you seem to have
forgotten. you left out important facts that gave the reader the
impression Scott Israel had very little culpability in the failed law
enforcement response at Marjory Stoneman Douglas.


  Today's Sunrise
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Florida’s Department of Health reports 140 additional fatalities and
almost 10,000 if new cases of COVID 19.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— Gov. DeSantis delivers a message to the parents of Florida’s
schoolchildren. He says they’re better off back in the classroom, but it’s
up to the parents to make that call.


— If Floridians want to get back to work during the pandemic, they’ll
need child care for the kids … and parents can tell you what that
means. Miami-Dade Congresswoman Debbie Mucarsel-Powell filed a
bill to help child care providers get federal assistance with protective
gear and sanitation.


— Sunrise takes a deep-dive into the decision to close Apalachicola
Bay to the harvesting of wild oysters. They used to be the gold standard
for oysters, but no longer.


— Checking-in with a Florida Man who owns a kangaroo named Jack
found hopping through Fort Lauderdale. Anthony Macias, 24, faces
criminal charges for allowing it to escape and having no proof of
purchase. The state wildlife commission also filed a violation notice
against Macias because he didn’t have a permit for the animal.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“A whole new look, for a whole new NBA game experience” via Tim
Reynolds of The Associated Press — There’s no bench. The courtside
broadcasters will not be courtside. And the stat crew will be doing their
work inside what loosely can be described as an oversized hockey
penalty box. The NBA comes back Wednesday with a very different
look. The league’s marketing motto for the restart of the season at Walt
Disney World is “Whole New Game,” and in many respects, that’s very


Aloe
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true. The court dimensions, of course, are unchanged. Everything else
about an NBA game setup is new.


A basketball court is shown at the ESPN Wide World of Sports complex in
Kissimmee. Image via AP.


“If fans are allowed to attend NFL games this year, they’ll be
required to wear masks” via Mark Maske of The Washington Post —
Any fans allowed to attend NFL games this season amid the novel
coronavirus pandemic will be required to wear masks, the league
affirmed Wednesday. “For those wondering, yes, it is leaguewide: fans
at NFL games this season will be required to wear face coverings,” NFL
spokesman Brian McCarthy wrote on Twitter, accompanied by a photo
of himself wearing a mask. The NFL has said the issue of whether fans
will be permitted to attend games during the upcoming 2020 regular
season will be made city by city, based on local guidelines and
restrictions. Some teams already have said that no fans will be allowed,
at least at the outset of the season.


“Miami’s oldest comic-book store was on the verge of closing due
to COVID. Enter Batman.” via Rene Rodriguez of the Miami Herald —
In May, the future seemed bleak for A&M Comics and Books, the oldest
comic book store in Florida. No new comics had been published since
March 25 — the first such stoppage of the industry since World War II.
Sales at the store had plunged 80%. And even though the shop
remained open by appointment, there were few takers. Enter Batman.
Jorge Perez, who has owned A&M Comics and Books since 1990, said
a two-issue storyline pitting the Dark Knight against his archenemy the
Joker in issues 93-94 of the “Batman” comic has been the biggest seller
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since the store reopened in June. Still, business is only 50 to 60% of
what it was before the pandemic.


  


Best wishes to Rep. Matt Willhite, Michael Hoffman, Pinellas
Commissioner Charlie Justice and Sarasota School Board member
Bridget Ziegler.


Happy birthday
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Law360 Florida
FLORIDA


Thursday, June 11, 2020


TOP NEWS


Interview
Coronavirus Q&A: Becker & Poliakoff's Real Estate Leader
In this edition of Coronavirus Q&A, Becker & Poliakoff PA's real estate leader
discusses the ways force majeure clauses are changing and the process of
reopening businesses in Miami and across Florida.
Read full article »


'Nefarious' Co. Wants Out of COVID-19 Test TM Suit
A company accused of selling unapproved COVID-19 testing kits has urged a
Florida federal court to toss a trademark lawsuit against it, saying it has no
contacts in the Sunshine State and that it had been misled into selling the
kits.


 Motion attached | Read full article »


Simon Says $3.6B Deal For Taubman Is Off Due To COVID-19
Simon Property Group has terminated its $3.6 billion acquisition of fellow mall
operator Taubman, saying Wednesday that the coronavirus pandemic
constitutes a material adverse effect, and that Taubman failed to take
necessary actions to fortify the business in the wake of the COVID-19
outbreak.
Read full article »


Travel Insurer Hit With Suit Over COVID-19 Trip Cancellations
Travel insurer Assicurazioni Generali Group was hit with a proposed class
action in New York federal court on Wednesday accusing it of wrongfully
withholding insurance premiums paid for trips canceled due to the COVID-19
pandemic.


 Complaint attached | Read full article »


POLICY & REGULATION


Republican Sens. Urge FCC To Narrow Online Liability Shield
Four GOP senators are pushing the Federal Communications Commission to
closely scrutinize rules interpreting an online liability shield for web platforms,
an action that agency Republicans have indicated openness to.


 Letter attached | Read full article »


ENFORCEMENT


AGs Pile On Generics Cos. With 3rd Price-Fixing Complaint


Sponsored by
LexisNexis
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State enforcers added more treatments to their price-fixing case against
generic drugmakers with a third complaint Wednesday in Connecticut federal
court accusing 26 companies and 10 individuals of "rampant" collusion on
topically applied treatments.


 Complaint attached | Read full article »


LITIGATION


Fla. Pot Licensing Law Not Unconstitutional, Nursery Says
A Florida nursery that has waged multiple court battles to receive a medical
marijuana license has urged the state's Supreme Court to uphold the portion
of the law giving preference to applicants that own a citrus processing facility.


 Brief attached | Read full article »


Blood Test Co. Wants 11th Circ. To Nix Healthprint TM Loss
A Florida blood testing laboratory company urged the Eleventh Circuit on
Wednesday to reverse a loss in its trademark dispute with a nutritional
supplement maker, arguing that the lower court judge misapplied the law
when he said there was no confusion in the marketplace over the lab
company's "Healthprint" mark.


 2 documents attached | Read full article »


Tutoring Co. Ordered To Stop Collecting Students' Login Info
A Florida federal judge has blocked a tutoring company from collecting and
storing the login credentials of Florida Atlantic University students
following the school's claim in a trademark dispute that the company had
been using students' accounts to send mass marketing emails without
authorization.


 Order attached | Read full article »


Fla. Court Revives Suit Fighting Atty Fee Deal
A Florida appeals court said Wednesday a woman's lawsuit against Miami
law firm WNF Law PL over a fee settlement she said she signed under
duress should not have been tossed, ruling that the court should not have
looked beyond the complaint to determine her claims were barred.


 Opinion attached | Read full article »


REAL ESTATE & DEVELOPMENT


Real Estate Rumors: Flexport, OKO Group, Merchants Bank
Flexport is reportedly hoping to sublease 40,000 square feet in Chicago it
never moved into, OKO Group has reportedly paid $62.59 million for three
blocks of land in Florida, and Merchants Bank of Indiana is said to have
loaned $66 million for a Brooklyn affordable housing portfolio.
Read full article »


PEOPLE


Ex-Judge Bolsters Kelley Kronenberg's Insolvency Services
Kelly Kronenberg has added a new partner in Florida with broad experience
in insolvency and other fiduciary matters just as the field is expected to see a
rush of work as a result of the coronavirus pandemic's negative impact on the
economy.
Read full article »


EXPERT ANALYSIS


Expect A Flood Of COVID-19 Insurance Class Actions In Fla.
Florida is likely to attract a disproportionately high share of insurance class
actions stemming from COVID-19 due to the state's population density and
favorable case law toward policyholders when contract terms are ambiguous,
says Alec Schultz at Leon Cosgrove.
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Read full article »


An Unintended Benefit Of High Court's Deportation Ruling
The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Nasrallah v. Barr, providing
heightened protections for all applicants under the international Convention
Against Torture, will incidentally help people fleeing violence in Central
America whose protections have been targeted by the Trump administration,
says Kari Hong at Boston College Law School.


 Opinion attached | Read full article »


How Video Mediation Can Help Us Serve Clients Better
Mediation in recent years has largely devolved into a kind of arbitration
without due process — where a mediator reads briefs, decides where the
case should settle, and drives parties toward that single-minded result — but
online mediation can be steered in a different direction, says mediator Jeff
Kichaven.
Read full article »
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LEGAL INDUSTRY


Analysis
How 3 Firms Are Confronting The Obstacles Of Reopening
As law firms begin the process of reopening their offices to attorneys and
staff after closures precipitated by the coronavirus pandemic, members of
firm management are grappling with thorny issues surrounding how they can
do so as safely as possible. Here's a look at how three firms are forging
ahead.
Read full article »
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Firm Partners Can Boost Client Profitability With Small Tweaks
Law firm partners interested in improving the profitability of the work they do
for clients can pull a number of levers involving the pricing and management
of a matter that together will make a major impact on profit margins,
according to experts from Hunton Andrews Kurth at a virtual conference
Wednesday.
Read full article »


Retired Judge Calls DOJ's Flynn Flip 'Gross Abuse Of Power'
The U.S. Department of Justice's attempt to drop Michael Flynn's case is a
"gross abuse of prosecutorial power," a retired federal judge tapped to make
the case against the DOJ's move said Wednesday, just days before the D.C.
Circuit is set to hear an emergency petition Flynn lodged seeking immediate
dismissal. 
Read full article »


Ex-DOJ Officials Want Review Of Barr's Role In Protest Clash
More than 1,200 former U.S. Department of Justice officials called
Wednesday for an internal investigation into Attorney General William Barr's
role in federal agents' forcible removal of protesters outside the White House
last week.
Read full article »


Sidley Austin Signs On To Rep Journalist Blinded At Protest
Sidley Austin LLP is representing a journalist who says her left eye is now
completely blind after she was hit with a rubber bullet fired by police while
she covered a protest in Minneapolis, according to a complaint filed in
Minnesota federal court Wednesday.
Read full article »


Perkins Coie Joins Suit Over Seattle Police Use Of Force
Perkins Coie LLP is representing protesters and a journalist in an emergency
court action filed in a Washington federal court Tuesday to stop the Seattle
Police Department's use of "overwhelming and unconstitutional force,"
including chemical agents and projectiles, to control demonstrators protesting
police brutality.
Read full article »


Loretta Lynch To Advise Probe Of NYPD Protest Conduct
Former U.S. Attorney General Loretta Lynch will help advise an investigation
into the interactions between the New York City Police Department and the
public during the recent protests against police brutality, the New York
Attorney General's Office announced Wednesday.
Read full article »


Judiciary Says Fewer Jurors Is But One Fear As Trials Restart
Federal judges that move to restart jury trials during the coronavirus
pandemic will have to work within their existing budgets and make it a priority
to reassure a thinner pool of potential jurors of their safety, according to a
report released Wednesday by a federal judiciary task force.
Read full article »


As NYC's Courthouses Reopen, Virtual Court Will Remain
New York City's state court judges returned to their chambers on
Wednesday, but an administrative civil court judge whose division has been
bustling away during the COVID-19 pandemic said some remote hearings
may become the norm.
Read full article »


Women Say New Info Supports Jones Day Pay Bias Collective
The ex-Jones Day attorneys accusing the legal powerhouse of violating
federal law by underpaying female associates say they've uncovered new
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evidence about the firm's allegedly secretive pay practices that bolsters their
push for collective action status. 
Read full article »


UnitedLex Nabs 20 From Paul Hastings As Part Of Data JV
U.K.-based legal services business UnitedLex confirmed to Law360 on
Wednesday that it has acquired a 20-person data analytics team from Paul
Hastings LLP as part of a new joint venture focused on data science and
artificial intelligence.
Read full article »


Rakoff Blocks ICE From Arresting Immigrants At Courthouses
U.S. District Judge Jed Rakoff blocked federal immigration authorities from
conducting arrests at New York state courthouses, saying in a Wednesday
order that the tactic, which immigration advocates claim can deter immigrants
from coming to court, is likely illegal.
Read full article »


Man Who Filed $400M Lien Against Judge Gets More Time
A man who was serving a 50-year prison sentence on drug charges when he
filed two $400 million liens against the judge and prosecutor who handled his
case was sentenced to more time Wednesday by a federal judge in Houston.
Read full article »


Former Kirkland Partner Exiting Top DOJ Criminal Post
A former Kirkland & Ellis LLP partner and the current assistant attorney
general of the U.S. Department of Justice's Criminal Division is stepping
down from the role next month, the DOJ announced on Wednesday,
highlighting his work fighting the opioid crisis.
Read full article »


USC Taps Former Jones Day, DOJ Atty As General Counsel
The University of Southern California has named a Kaiser Permanente
assistant general counsel and former Jones Day partner as its new general
counsel.
Read full article »


Libra Scoops Credit Suisse, Goldman Vet As Compliance
Chief
Facebook-backed Libra Association said Wednesday it has hired the head of
financial crime compliance at Credit Suisse as its new compliance chief, as
the blockchain network continues its hiring spree of former high-ranking
corporate banking executives with ties to government regulators.
Read full article »


Law Firm Leaders: Stinson's Mark Hinderks
Mark Hinderks has served as managing partner of Stinson LLP since 2010.
During that time the large, national law firm has undergone multiple
combinations and has grown significantly. Here, Hinderks discusses how the
firm has changed over the last decade and where he envisions it going in the
future as he prepares to hand over the leadership reigns to a new managing
partner in 2021.
Read full article »


JOBS
Search full listings or advertise your job opening
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From: County Health Systems
To: Allbritton, Kimberly; Allicock, Dawn; Alonso, Alina M; Bencie, Jennifer L; Blackburn, Claudia P; Boswell, Patricia;


Bryant, Rachel W; Burns, Mary K; Chapman, Karen A; Choe, Ulyee; Ciereck, Christina M.; Collins, Tiffany L;
Cooksey, Adrian; Eadie, Bob; Garcia, Mary L; Hawker, Miranda C; Henry, Charles H; Hess, Erin E; Hinds, Sarah
JQ; Hollingsworth, Colleen M; Holt, Douglas A. (Doug); Holt, Holly; Huffman, Heather E; Jackson, Joy L; Johns,
Amie G; Johnson, Karen S (HolmesCHD); Juarez, Padraic R; Keyes, Becky (County Health Systems); Kissler,
Aaron X; Lander, Mark S; Lanza, John J; Locke, Barbara L; Martin, Sandy K; McCluskey, Vianca; Moffses, Thomas
P; Myers, Paul D; Napier, Mike J.; Napier, Robin; Ngo-Seidel, Eugenia J; Park-O"Hara, Sandra L; Paterniti, Beth
A; Pepe, Joseph D; Perry, Lil S; Pino, Raul; Rolle, Pauline J; Rubio, Tito G.; Rudd, Zo; Rutledge, Laura X;
Sentman, Michael L; Sheats, Claire M; Shipley, Valerie D; Smith, Angela M; Smith, Kathy J; Smith, Rita M;
Snyder, Robert E; Speedling, Sandon S.; Sperber, Clint J.; Stahl, Maria A; Thaqi, Paula M; Vick, Stephanie;
Villalta, Yesenia D; Waldron, Kerry S; Walsh, Donna; Wegener-Vitani, Carol Ann; Zelnick, Sanford D


Cc: Otis, Aaron; Blackmore, Carina; Welle, Jefferson L
Subject: Daily Summary Report, Tuesday, July 14
Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 5:25:49 PM
Attachments: Investigated Report with Group Settings 2020-07-14.pdf


ESF8 Call Notes - 07.14.20.pdf


The daily summary report of notes from ESF-8 conference calls is attached. Please share
as you deem appropriate. These are being stored on the SharePoint and can be found
here Daily Summary ESF-8 Calls.
 
Additional attachments:


Investigated Report as of 07/14/20
 
Thank you for your continued hard work.
 
 


COUNTY HEALTH SYSTEMS


850-245-4243
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From: Meyer, Amy P
To: Washington, Kendra
Cc: Moscoso, Alberto; Dalton, Brad L; Levine, Nina R; Brown, Zakiya M; Ellison, Elizabeth W; Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: RE: Records request for Pauline Rolle emails, text messages - Public Records Request (P061424-072320)
Date: Thursday, July 23, 2020 2:30:13 PM


In accordance with public records law, Dr. Rolle does not text from her cell phone.
 


Amy P. Meyer
Chief Legal Counsel
Florida Department of Health in Duval
904-253-2529
 


From: Washington, Kendra 
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2020 2:16 PM
To: Meyer, Amy P <Amy.Meyer@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Moscoso, Alberto <Alberto.Moscoso@flhealth.gov>; Dalton, Brad L <Brad.Dalton@flhealth.gov>;
Levine, Nina R <Nina.Levine@flhealth.gov>; Brown, Zakiya M <Zakiya.Brown2@flhealth.gov>; Ellison,
Elizabeth W <Elizabeth.Ellison@flhealth.gov>
Subject: FW: Records request for Pauline Rolle emails, text messages - Public Records Request
(P061424-072320)
 
Good afternoon,
 
Please see below records request which has been acknowledged and provided reference
number in subject line. Please notify the Public Records Section should your program office
have any responsive materials. If it requires longer than 30 minutes to gather and review
information, please estimate the amount of time needed and notify the Public Records Section,
so an invoice may be prepared for the requester prior to processing request.
 
Each program office is required to review the responsive records thoroughly before submitting
to the Public Records Section for release to ensure no confidential or exempt information is
present.  If any of the materials provided are redacted, please provide the appropriate statutory
reference when providing the materials to the Public Records Section. If you have any
additional questions, please feel free to contact the Public Records Section directly.
 
 


Public Records will conduct email search.
 


 
 
Thank you
 
 


From: zzzz Feedback, PublicRecordsRequest <PublicRecordsRequest@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2020 2:12 PM
To: Moscoso, Alberto <Alberto.Moscoso@flhealth.gov>; Dalton, Brad L <Brad.Dalton@flhealth.gov>;
Levine, Nina R <Nina.Levine@flhealth.gov>
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Cc: Washington, Kendra <Kendra.Washington@flhealth.gov>; Ellison, Elizabeth W
<Elizabeth.Ellison@flhealth.gov>
Subject: FW: Records request for Pauline Rolle emails, text messages - Public Records Request
(P061424-072320)
 
Media request acknowledged and assigned reference number in subject line. Our office will conduct
the email search.
 


From: Stanley-Becker, Isaac <Isaac.Stanley-Becker@washpost.com> 
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2020 1:25 PM
To: zzzz Feedback, PublicRecordsRequest <PublicRecordsRequest@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Records request for Pauline Rolle emails, text messages
 


Dear Information Officer:


 


I am a representative of the Washington Post, a news media organization
primarily engaged in the dissemination of information that is urgently needed
to inform the public of government activity related to the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic. Because this request will show government activity of urgent
news it qualifies for expedited processing. I certify that this information is true
and correct to the best of my knowledge.


 


I hereby request the following:


 


-All emails sent or received by Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov and text messages
sent or received by 904-524-5858


-With the following keywords: “RNC” OR “Republican National Convention”
OR “Republican National Committee” OR “Republican convention” OR
“Ronna McDaniel”


-In the following time interval: Between May 25 and July 23.


 


To permit me to reach an intelligent and informed decision whether to file an
administrative appeal of any denied material, please describe any withheld
records (or portions thereof) and explain the basis for your exemption claims. 
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This request is made as part of a news research project that is intended for
publication and is not for commercial use. For details on the Post’s news
reporting activities please see our website at www.washingtonpost.com.
Additionally, because this information will be used by the Washington Post for
the preparation of news articles that will be broadly disseminated to the general
public, it will contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations
or activities of the government and is not primarily in the Post’s commercial
interest.  As such, please grant a fee waiver for any fees incurred.


 


Please notify me before incurring any cost over $100.


 


To expedite the release of the requested documents, please disclose them on an
interim basis in electronic format as they become available to you, without
waiting until all the documents have been processed.  If you have any questions
regarding my request, including its scope, please contact me at isaac.stanley-
becker@washpost.com or 773-480-2423. 


 


Sincerely,


Isaac Stanley-Becker


 


--


Isaac Stanley-Becker


The Washington Post


Mobile: 773.480.2423
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Last Call  for 7.16.20 — A prime-time read  of what"s going down in Florida politics 
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2020 6:00:54 PM
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The long-running fight over felon voting rights made it to the U.S. Supreme
Court, but it declined to intervene.


The high court’s action, or lack thereof, doesn’t mark the end of the voting
rights saga. The case is still set to go before the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals
on Aug. 18 — the same day as Florida’s primary election.


Chances are, no matter which way the appeals court leans in its ruling, the case
will end up before the Supreme Court.


Still, the decision does quash any hope that voters with felony records would
be able to vote next month.


Voting rights advocates had wanted the court to overrule the 11th Circuit’s


First Shot







decision to block a lower court judge’s ruling that would have allowed felons
to register to vote.


Justice Sonia Sotomayor, joined by justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Elena
Kagan, penned a dissent arguing that the 11th Circuit’s override would block
“thousands of otherwise eligible voters from participating in Florida’s primary
election simply because they are poor.”


She later likened it to a “voter paywall.”


That aligns with the plaintiffs’ argument that the implementing bill passed by
the Legislature and signed by Gov. Ron DeSantis last year is effectively a poll
tax, which is a violation of the 24th Amendment to the Constitution.


“This is a deeply disappointing decision,” said Paul Smith, vice president of
the Campaign Legal Center. “Florida’s voters spoke loud and clear when
nearly two-thirds of them supported rights restoration at the ballot box in 2018.
The Supreme Court stood by as the 11th Circuit prevented hundreds of
thousands of otherwise eligible voters from participating in Florida’s primary
election simply because they can’t afford to pay fines and fees. We look
forward to continuing to fight for Florida voters so they can participate in the
General Election in November.”


The law’s defenders, however, point to the text of the amendment approved by
Florida voters in 2018. Specifically, that felons must “complete all terms of
their sentence” before they can have their voting rights restored.


  


Positive cases:


— 311,640 FL residents (+13,764 since Wednesday)


— 4,135 Non-FL residents (+201 since Wednesday)


Origin:


— 3,010 Travel related


— 83,565 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,938 Both


— 222,127 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 19,825 in FL


Deaths:


— 4,782 in FL


Coronavirus Numbers







  


As of Wednesday:


Total claims: 3,119,323


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,907,411


— Claim verification queue: 267,935


— Claims processed: 2,639,476


— Claims paid: 1,719,741 (+10,043 since Tuesday)


Total paid out: $10.32 billion (+$190 million since Tuesday)


Unemployment Numbers


  


1. "Supreme Court won't block Florida law limiting felons' voting rights"
via Axios


2. “RNC restricts convention attendance as Florida coronavirus cases
climb” via Alex Isenstadt of POLITICO


3. "Florida sees another coronavirus fatality record of 156 as nearly 14,000
new cases added" via Michelle Marchante of the Miami Herald


4. "Share of positive COVID-19 tests now down week-to-week in all three
major South Florida counties" via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


5. "‘100% confident’: Gov. Ron DeSantis video hypes bipartisan COVID-
19 response" via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


6. "Gov. DeSantis suggests hospitals may use too much remdesivir to treat
COVID-19 amid shortages" via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics


7. "Florida's First Couple unmasks COVID-19's hidden effects" via Renzo
Downey of Florida Politics


8. "Florida emergency workers test positive for COVID-19" via Arek
Sarkissian of POLITICO Florida


9. "Florida jobless claims climb to more than 129,400" via Gary Fineout of
POLITICO Florida


10. "Is Florida reinstating food stamp work requirements? Advocates
can’t get answer" via Katie Santich of the Orlando Sentinel


11. “Jimmy Patronis trying to get SpaceX boss Elon Musk to move more
of his business operations to Florida” via WFLA


Evening Reads
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12. “Is Polk School Board member Billy Townsend racist?” via Kimberly
Moore of the Ledger of Lakeland


13. “The thought of going without those sweet and salty Apalachicola
oysters for five years is hard to swallow” via Craig Pittman of Florida
Phoenix


  


“People who might not necessarily have ever sought help in the past, now
they’re thinking to themselves, how do I do this, how do I go and access the
help that I’ve never had to research before, and finding that simplistic way for
people to be able to get meaningful help.” — First Lady Casey DeSantis on
the mental health impacts of the pandemic.


Quote of the Day


  Bill Day's Latest
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From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Cc: Nichols, Antonio C
Subject: Approval Needed: RNC Call Sheet Drafts
Date: Friday, June 12, 2020 3:31:13 PM
Attachments: image001.png


RNC Call Sheet 1 Washington Post 6.12.20.docx
RNC Call Sheet 2 Florida State Capitol 6.12.20.docx
RNC Call Sheet 3 WJXT Joe 6.12.20.docx
RNC Call Sheet 4 Morning Show 6.12 (2).docx
RNC Call Sheet 5 WJXT Kelly 6.12 (1).docx


Dr, Rolle-
 
Here are the attached call sheets for the RNC-related media inquiries that I have received so far.
Please note: call sheet 4 (the morning show) does not have questions. I asked Melanie for them, and
she has not responded to me
Just yet. Please let me know of any changes you would like before I send to ESF-14.
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COVID-19 and the Republican National Convention 





Request Date:		           June 12, 2020


Request Time:		           12:26 p.m.


Interview Date:			n/a


Interview Time:			n/a


Media Outlet:           		Washington Post


Reporter:				Annie Linskey


Reporter


Contact:				Annie.Linskey@washpost.com





DOH-Duval PIO:			Samantha Epstein

















Can you tell me if county health officials were consulted as Mayor Curry and the RNC determined that putting the convention JAX was a good idea? 


The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will support the city of Jacksonville to ensure the health of Jacksonville’s people and event attendees.


If so, what guidance did local health officials provide on how to have a safe event amid a pandemic? 


The Department will work with local officials so that all appropriate measures are taken at the RNC, based on the current CDC guidance. 


If not, should health officials have been consulted? And what protections do the county health department believe should be taken?


The Florida Department of Health in Duval County and the City of Jacksonville, including the Office of the Mayor, actively consult about COVID-19 and will continue to do so.


Also, do you have any sense for how many people might be attending the RNC event? In 2016 about 48,000 people came to Cleveland.


The Florida Department of Health in Duval County does not have that information at this time.
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COVID-19 and the Republican National Convention 





Inquiry 2


Request Date:		           June 12, 2020


Request Time:			11:29 a.m.


Interview Date:			n/a


Interview Time:			n/a


Media Outlet:           		WFTS / WFTX / WPTV / WTXL / WSFL


Reporter:				Forrest Saunders (Florida State Capitol Reporter)


Reporter


Contact:				Forrest.Saunders@scripps.com





DOH-Duval PIO:			Samantha Epstein

















My name is Forrest Saunders— the capitol reporter with EW Scripps, which has five tv stations across the state.


Curious if anyone is available for a quick Zoom/Skype/FaceTime today to discuss the RNC and preps for it. 


Any idea of the kinds of COVID protections that might be used at the convention?


That will depend significantly on what the COVID-19 data will reveal in the upcoming months. COVID-19 safety protocols can change daily, and standards could be different by August. The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will support the city of Jacksonville in its efforts to keep Jacksonville and event attendees safe and healthy by implementing current CDC guidance.


What preparations are you making as we get closer to the event?


We continue to closely monitor state and local data to gain insight into trends and any other epidemiological information that will help us better understand the COVID-19 virus. We will make informed decisions based on data in order to keep the people of Jacksonville and attendees safe.


Anything important for the public to keep in mind?


The Department strongly recommends people practice social distancing, perform rigorous handwashing and wear a mask when social distancing is not feasible.
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COVID-19 and the Republican National Convention 


Request Date:		           June 12, 2020


Request Time:			10:32 a.m.


Interview Date:			n/a


Interview Time:			n/a


Media Outlet:           		WJXT - Channel 4


Reporter:				Joe McLean <jmclean@wjxt.com>


Reporter


Contact:				jmclean@wjxt.com





DOH-Duval PIO:			Samantha Epstein




















We are working on a news story for tonight at 5 p.m. that will help the public understand the COVID-19 statistics they're seeing online and from the health department. 


We're taking a look at the variables in testing rates, confirmed cases and confirmed new positive cases. 


Is anyone from the office available for a brief interview (in-person or via Zoom) to talk about how our viewers should look at the numbers and let them know how they can most accurately glean information on the pandemic's effect/strength? 


I am the WJXT reporter covering the health (and COVID-19) aspect of RNC planning today. 


I heard local GOP chairman Dean Black say that the venues are going to be sanitized and that temperatures will be taken during the events in August. Can you elaborate/expound on that and any other health/safety measures planned as of now? 


Health measures will depend significantly on what the COVID-19 data will reveal during the upcoming months. COVID-19 safety protocols can change daily, and standards could be different by August. The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will support the city of Jacksonville in its efforts to keep people safe and healthy by following CDC guidelines.
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COVID-19 and the Republican National Convention 





Request Date:		           June 12, 2020


Request Time:			9:10 a.m.


Interview Date:			n/a


Interview Time:			n/a


Media Outlet:           		WJXT: the Morning Show


Reporter:				Melanie Lawson


Reporter


Contact:				mlawson@wjxt.com





DOH-Duval PIO:			Samantha Epstein


Hope you’re doing well. Any way we can get Dr. Rolle on Monday at 8:15 to talk about COVID spikes and RNC coming to town.  It will be non-political just planning for a big event with people coming from all over the country.There are obviously other ones to discuss happening before the RNC as well.


(Samantha Requested Questions)
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COVID-19 and the Republican National Convention 


Request Date:		           June 12, 2020


Request Time:			9:05 a.m.


Interview Date:			n/a


Interview Time:			n/a


Media Outlet:           		WJXT: Channel 4


Reporter:				Kelly Wiley


Reporter


Contact:				kwiley@wjxt.com





DOH-Duval PIO: 			Samantha Epstein




















I’m requesting to do a zoom interview (5-10 minutes) today with health experts on the Republican National Convention coming to Jacksonville and health logistics of handling such an event with COVID-19 in mind. 

This is the number one question we are getting from our viewers and I would love to be able to speak with our state health officials about it.


What will the COVID-19 precautions look like for the RNC events? Will masks be required? 6ft social distancing? 


That will depend significantly on what the COVID-19 data will reveal in the upcoming months. COVID-19 safety protocols can change daily, and standards could be different by August. The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will support the city of Jacksonville in its efforts to keep Jacksonville and event attendees safe and healthy by implementing current CDC guidance.


The convention was moved from Charlotte after a disagreement over COVID-19 precautions. Has anything in the way of leniency been promised to the RNC in regards to COVID-19 precautions? 


The Florida Department of Health’s mission is to protect, promote & improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county & community efforts; this will remain the case throughout and well after the pandemic. We will also continue to report and release our local and state COVID-19 data and also continue to recommend that CDC guidelines are followed.


Does the FDOH have any health and safety concerns for a large influx of people coming into the state from out-of-town? 


The health and safety of Jacksonville is of the utmost importance to the Florida Department of Health. The Department has been in emergency activation mode due to COVID-19 since March and will continue to protect the health of the people throughout the pandemic.


Is there a concern that there will be a spike in cases as a result? If so, what is being done to keep that from happening?


Mass gatherings may increase the risk of spreading the disease; however, we do not have any data at this time that specifically points to that as a contributing factor to the increase in cases. 


Did the FDOH have to present or submit any kind of documentation detailing a plan to the governor or to the RNC ahead of this event? 


The Florida Department of Health is available to work with the Governor and the Mayor to develop a plan to ensure the health of residents and event attendees.


Have you all been provided specific guidance from the CDC in relation to this event? If so, what was the guidance? 


CDC has general guidance on mass events. 


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/considerations-for-events-gatherings.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Flarge-events%2Fmass-gatherings-ready-for-covid-19.html


What additional resources does the FDOH need/planning on to properly prepare for the RNC? 


We continue to closely monitor local and state data to gain insight into trends and any other epidemiological information that will help us better understand the COVID-19 virus. We will make informed decisions based on data in order to keep the people of Jacksonville and attendees safe.
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Delegation  for 6.12.20: Police reform  — social media standards  — Cuba  — China tweak  — removing statues 
Date: Friday, June 12, 2020 2:13:37 PM


  


Protests over the killing of George Floyd are fading from the headlines,
Seattle notwithstanding. Still, a new focus is on the first efforts
designed to address the future relationships between police and people
of color. Earlier this week, House Democrats introduced the Justice in
Policing Act containing several proposals containing policy, training,
and accountability of police officers.


The House Judiciary Committee conducted a hearing that included
witnesses called by both Democrats and Republicans, ranging from
those focusing on reforms to those addressing the notion of totally or
partially defunding police. Most members spoke about the new bill,
which did not include provisions for defunding police.


REFORM EFFORTS UNDERWAY
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Among those offering testimony and answering questions was
Philonese Floyd, the brother of George, as well as Angela
Underwood Jacobs, whose law enforcement brother was murdered
during an Oakland riot. Also appearing was Tallahassee attorney Ben
Crump, who represents the Floyd family, Sharon Ifill of the NAACP
Legal Defense Fund, Pastor Darrell Scott of the New Spirit Revival
Center, and several others.


Philonise Floyd, a brother of George Floyd, arrives to testify before a House
Judiciary Committee hearing on proposed changes to police practices and


accountability on Capitol Hill. Image via AP.


Several areas of agreement on the way forward surfaced during the
hearing. Florida’s five committee members may have sometimes had
different perspectives on the aftermath of Floyd’s death, but all agreed
that something significant needs to happen.


Republican Rep. Matt Gaetz of Fort Walton Beach used some of his
five minutes to call out those wanting to defund police, but he also got
behind much of what is in the bill, praising the “constellation of ideas.”
While seeking to “fine-tune” elements to prevent defunding, he said
“you can be able to count on Republican cooperation” to help make
necessary improvements.


Democratic Rep. Ted Deutch of Boca Raton pointed to a current
“culture without consequences” among some police departments and
some officers. He added that “In this moment we must dedicate, and
rededicate ourselves to working toward a more just and inclusive
country.”


Democratic Rep. Val Demings, the former Orlando police chief who is
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being seriously discussed as a running mate for presumptive
presidential nominee Joe Biden, spoke of police “being held to a higher
standard.” She added: “We all have to get this right.”


Democratic Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell began her five minutes with
a dramatic video from Miami of an unarmed black woman who called
911 for help but was ultimately taken down and handcuffed by three
officers. The remainder of her comments focused on the need for
“strong civilian oversight,” as contemplated in the bill.


Rep. Greg Steube of Sarasota addressed an area that could be a
roadblock to an agreement. While pointing to areas of understanding in
the bill, he addressed those seeking to remove “qualified immunity” for
police officers, arguing that officers do not currently qualify for immunity
if they break from procedures and protocols.


President Donald Trump is expected to announce a White House
proposal shortly, while the Senate has commissioned Republican Sen.
Tim Scott to lead that chamber’s effort to craft a bill. The Scott bill is
expected to call for, among other things, increased funding for police
body cameras. Still, it is not likely to have a provision removing qualified
immunity, setting the stage for a potential showdown.


As the country has learned over the past few weeks, the stakes for not
achieving something meaningful can be dangerous. In today’s climate,
will both parties be able to agree to items seemingly unpalatable to their
base to effect change?


  


The ongoing fight between Trump and Twitter could be coming to
Congress. Attorney General William Barr, Sen. Marco Rubio and
other Republicans have come to believe the social media giant’s hands-
on approach to some of the President’s tweets may have violated
Twitter’s status as a platform and left it vulnerable to losing
protections from liability.


Rubio and three Republican Senators wrote to Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) Chair Ajit Pai requesting the FCC
to take a fresh look at Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act
and clearly define the criteria for which companies can receive
protection under the statute. Joining him in the letter were Sens. Kelly
Loeffler of Georgia, Kevin Cramer of North Dakota and Josh Hawley
of Missouri.


POLICING SOCIAL MEDIA
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Both Marco Rubio and William Barr believe Twitter has overstepped its bounds.


“Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act shields social media
platforms from the liability imposed on publishers when they act in good
faith to restrict access to or remove certain objectionable materials,” the
Senators wrote.


“However, the protections afforded by Section 230 are not absolute or
unconditional,” they added. While social media companies enjoy their
special status under Section 230, it is questionable that they are living
up to their obligations when they blur the lines between distributor and
publisher by favoring one political point of view over another.”


Twitter’s decision to add comments to a few Trump tweets was one
issue, but the Senators also expressed concerns about “everyday
Americans” and the “censorship of Chinese dissidents.”


“Social media companies have become involved in a range of editorial
and promotional activity; like publishers, they monetize, edit, and
otherwise editorialize user content,” they continued. “It is time to take a
fresh look at Section 230 and to interpret the vague standard of “good
faith” with specific guidelines and direction.”


In an interview with Fox News’ Bret Baier, Barr said some social
media enterprises are “engaged in censorship,” adding the Justice
Department is joining others in “looking at changing Section 230,” which
he maintained can only be done with Congress.


In the past, some Democrats have also expressed concern with the
power exercised by social media entities, while others claim Facebook
should exercise more authority over “questionable” content.


  


In a move further rolling back a detente between Cuba and the United


NO CUBAN INVESTMENT
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States begun during the administration of former President Barack
Obama, the Trump administration has ordered Marriott to cease its
hotel operations on the socialist island nation. Marriott, which had
plans to build more properties in Cuba, has until August 31 to close
down.


The move has the full-throated support of Sen. Rick Scott, who
increased his call to take further steps to “hold the Cuban regime
accountable.” The ultimate goal, Scott said, is helping force an end to
the Cuban dictatorship.


Rick Scott is looking to remove the Cuban dictatorship. Image via AP.


“I applaud the Trump Administration for taking important steps to hold
the Cuban regime accountable, and for their commitment to freedom
and democracy in our hemisphere,” the first-term Republican said in a
news release. “The decision to revoke Marriott International’s license to
operate in Cuba sends a clear message that the United States is
committed to fighting for a new day of freedom for Cuba and its people.


“The violence, instability and chaos we see in Latin America is directly
tied to the oppressive Cuban regime, which continues to prop up
dangerous dictators throughout the region, including (Nicolás) Maduro
in Venezuela and (Daniel) Ortega in Nicaragua,” Scott continued. “All
U.S. companies should think twice before investing in Cuba.”


Scott is also urging Trump to take further steps including the
reinstatement of Cuba as a state sponsor of terrorism, seek to indict
Cuban President Raul Castro for the murder of U.S. citizens, refuse
admission to the U.S. of any Cubans involved in human rights abuses,
sanction other countries complicit in Cuba’s human rights abuses, and
revoke licenses to U.S. businesses operating in Cuba.


“Limiting the flow of money to Cuba and implementing more sanctions
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is critical to freeing Venezuela and protecting the national security of
the United States,” Scott added.


  


The two most significant diplomatic issues confronting the U.S. and
China centered on Chinese efforts to subjugate Hong Kong and their
claim to the island of Taiwan. The U.S. may have tweaked Beijing this
week when an American military cargo plane, with the full
understanding China considers the area their airspace, flew over
Taiwan with Taiwanese permission.


China dubbed the flight, which did not land, “provocative,” and the
gesture “harmed our sovereignty, security and development rights,”
further calling it a violation of international law. Rep. Ted Yoho of
Gainesville, the ranking member of the House subcommittee
overseeing affairs involving Asia and the Pacific, urged the Chinese to
get over it.


Ted Yoho, after flying in a military plane to Taiwan, tells China to 'get over it.''


“#China is deluding itself believing #Taiwan is part of the #PRC,”
tweeted the Gainesville Republican. “U.S. aircraft entered Taiwanese
airspace with permission from Taiwan. The U.S. will continue to stand
by its ally in the #SouthChinaSea no matter how many lies the #CCP
chooses to spread.”


The U.S. is Taiwan’s most stalwart international supporter and has
recently engaged with officials there to gain observer status with the
World Health Organization (WHO). Taiwan was not permitted to detail


TWEAKING CHINA
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their successes in handling the coronavirus, despite its proximity to
China.


Navy ships have recently sailed through the strait separating Taiwan
and China as part of military activities.


  


Statues of Christopher Columbus, as well as Confederate political
and military leaders, are beginning to fall at the hands of activists. In
Jacksonville, Mayor Lenny Curry took down a 122-year-old
monument dedicated to Confederate soldiers located in the city’s
Hemming Park and promised more would come.


Democratic Rep. Al Lawson, whose Congressional District 5 includes
part of the city, gave his full support for the mayor’s dramatic and
unexpected step. He reflected on his life experiences in a statement.


Mike Forcia raises his hands in the air as people photograph the fallen
Christopher Columbus statue at the Minnesota State Capitol in St. Paul,


Minnesota. Image via AP.


“As someone who grew up in the heart of segregation and has firsthand
accounts of racial inequality and injustice, it warms my heart to see the
city of Jacksonville remove the Confederate monument in Hemming
Park, and throughout the city,” Lawson said.


“I commend the citizens of Jacksonville for pushing this initiative for the
past few years, the elected leaders who dreamt of this moment, and the
Mayor for having the courage to help erase our troubled past and begin
the healing process of our city, state, and nation.”


STATUES TUMBLING
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Jacksonville’s other representative in Congress, Republican John
Rutherford, did not immediately comment on the move. In 2016 he
referred to Black Lives Matter (BLM) as a “hate group,” defending his
label as a reaction to videos of some BLM activists chanting slogans
appearing to advocate violence against police.


Rutherford’s Democratic opponent, Donna Deegan, said Curry’s move
was “long overdue” and a “goodwill gesture from the city’s leadership.”


Jacksonville has at least two more monuments that were put in place
between 1898 and 1926 and eight historical markers. Curry pledged
their removal as well.


  


The recent announcement by Trump the Republican National
Convention would no longer be held in Charlotte, North Carolina;
several Florida locations were touted as possibilities. After more than a
week of rumors, Jacksonville was officially named as the site for the
high profile portions of the convention, including Trump’s acceptance
speech. At the same time, the official business will remain in Charlotte.


Rep. Michael Waltz is credited with beginning the move that led to this
week’s announcement. The St. Augustine Republican got on the
phone with Trump touting the idea of moving the convention to
Florida.


While Curry indicated early on he was ready to “welcome the
opportunity” to host the convention, Rutherford did not openly
advocate the move to take on the rigors of hosting such an event. Along
with the realities of a pandemic, the law enforcement challenges in the
current environment are daunting.


That is part of the message from the region’s other member of


RNC TO JAX
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Congress, Democratic Rep. Al Lawson of Tallahassee, who weighed in
before Jacksonville was selected. Lawson acknowledged the economic
jolt a convention would bring, but said public safety must be the top
consideration.


“I do understand why mayors would say, ‘We want this convention,’
because it brings in a lot of money and a lot of resources,” Lawson told
WJCT’s Charles Griggs. “But with this pandemic and coronavirus that
we have, there’s going to have to be limitations wherever the
conventions go, whether the Democratic convention or the other
convention.”


Now that Jacksonville has been chosen, the city and the region say
they are prepared for the influx of out of town visitors, including those
looking to celebrate and others looking to protest.


  


With record unemployment as a side effect of the COVID-19 pandemic,
that also means that some without income are left, or will be left,
without a home. The problem may be exacerbated even more after the
rent and mortgage moratorium expires, which Gov. Ron DeSantis
recently extended until July 1.


However, there is some good news from Reps. Waltz and Charlie
Crist, who are among those announcing the federal government is
sending relief to counties they represent to help the homeless during
the crisis. Crist’s Pinellas County constituents will receive nearly $6.8
million, while those affected in Volusia County within Waltz’s 6th


Congressional District will see an additional $800,000.


Charlie Crist and Michael Waltz are working to get more COVID-19 money to
counties with large homeless populations.


“People experiencing homelessness are one of the most at-risk groups
for getting sick and transmitting the virus,” Crist, a St. Petersburg


HELP FOR HOMELESS
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Democrat, said in a news release. “Unfortunately, the economic pain
we are experiencing may lead to more people going without a home.
These funds will help ensure more of our residents have a roof over
their head and the medical support needed to limit the spread of
COVID-19 within this vulnerable population,”


The $2.2 trillion CARES Act that was signed into law in March
authorizes the funding. Payments will come from the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development.


“Sadly, the homeless are at a much higher risk of contracting
coronavirus,” Waltz, a St. Augustine Republican, said in a separate
release. “This grant will be much-needed to prevent the spread and
respond to the virus among our homeless population — and I am
grateful this funding from the CARES Act is making its way to help
some of the most vulnerable in our community.”


Waltz’s office noted the Department of Housing and Urban
Development’s Emergency Solutions Grant funds would be used to
prevent, prepare for and respond to the coronavirus pandemic among
individuals and families who are homeless or receiving homeless
assistance. The funds will also support additional homeless assistance
and homelessness prevention activities to mitigate the impacts of
COVID-19.


  


In April, the U.S. Department of Agriculture announced a $19 billion
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program. From that, $3 billion goes
those in need through a program known as the Farmers to Families
Food Box program.


USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue was in Lakeland this week, helping
load up cars with food that will help sustain families for weeks. The site
was the One More Child offices of the Florida Baptist Children’s Home.


PURDUE VISITS LAKELAND
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Sonny Perdue USDA (Photo Credit: AP)


Sonny Perdue makes a quick visit to Lakeland.


“This is the best of America, and this is the best thing I know that we
can do at USDA to fulfill our motto, which is to do right and to feed
everyone,” Perdue said.


Joining Perdue to help with distribution were Republican Reps. Ross
Spano of Dover and Greg Steube of Sarasota.


“Part of USDA’s larger response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
Farmers to Families Food Box Program will help farmers move product
while benefiting our local food banks, community and faith-based
organizations, and other nonprofits,” Steube said in a news release.
“Florida is an important part of the nation’s food supply chain, and our
jobs will quickly come back from this crisis, thanks to Secretary Perdue
and President Donald Trump’s hard work.”


The USDA announced June 10 it distributed 11.4 million food boxes
nationwide.


“The ‘Farmers to Families Food Box’ program is an example of the
success government and the private sector can achieve when we work
together,” Spano said. “Our district is home to local growers who work
hard to keep our nation’s food supply strong and available for millions of
Americans.”


  


In recent days a few prominent Republicans indicated they would not
be supporting Trump for reelection. Among those are former
Secretary of State Colin Powell, Sen. Mitt Romney, and a New York


ROONEY DISSES TRUMP
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Times report that former President George W. Bush was leaning
against the incumbent. However, Bush’s spokesperson said the story
was “made up” as it related to him.


Republican Sen. Lisa Murkowski said she was “struggling” on
whether to back the President. She was joined in that category earlier
this week by Naples Republican Francis Rooney.


In addition to his hesitation to back Trump, the retiring congressman
said he is considering a vote for Democrat Joe Biden. Part of his
reasoning could lead Democrats to use him in a powerful campaign ad.


Francis Rooney is no friend of Donald Trump.


“Mr. Trump is driving us all crazy, and his handling of the virus led to a
death toll that didn’t have to happen,” Rooney told The New York
Times.


As the Trump campaign goes to great lengths to blame China for the
death and devastation of COVID-19, Democrats say it is the President’s
“slow response” that is to blame. Rooney could give them plenty of
ammunition to buttress that message, as well as use his description of
Biden.


“What (Biden has) always been is not scary. A lot of people that voted
for President Donald Trump did so because they did not like Hillary
Clinton,” Rooney told the Times. “I don’t see that happening with Joe
Biden — how can you not like Joe Biden?”


Rooney has previously shown he has issues with the President. As the
drive to impeach Trump was gaining steam in October, Rooney was the
rarest of the rare Republicans saying he was “open” to impeachment
before eventually voting against it.


Lee County Republican Party Chairman Jonathan Martin minimized
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the effect Rooney’s decision will have. After deciding against reelection,
Martin said Rooney became “irrelevant.”


  


The COVID-19 virus reportedly either started at or was spread
worldwide from a wildlife meat market in Wuhan, China. The co-chairs
of the Florida delegation are calling on the President to give his best
effort to seek a further ban on livestock meat markets for multiple
reasons.


In a letter to Trump, Democratic Rep. Alcee Hastings of Delray
Beach and Republican Rep. Vern Buchanan of Longboat Key
condemn the practices of the slaughter and preparation of live meat on-
site as cruel and inhumane, as well as possibly dangerous to health.
They urge that a ban on live animal markets in China needs to be
enforced fully, made permanent, and expanded to eliminate existing
loopholes.


“There is an opportunity once again for you to lead on this issue and to
increase the scrutiny and pressure on China to expand and strengthen
laws regulating live animal markets,” they wrote.


Both Alcee Hastings and Vern Buchanan condemn the practices of the slaughter
and preparation of live meat on-site as cruel and inhumane.


“Eliminating the availability and profitability of live animals for any
private and underground trader or market not only protects Americans
and people around the world from another overwhelming and
devastating pandemic, but also livestock, dogs, cats, and wildlife from
suffering in inhumane and distressing conditions.”


They praised Chinese leader Xi Xinping’s ban on wildlife markets, but
maintained an enhanced ban to include livestock is in the best interest
of animals and human health alike. The Yulin Dog Meat Festival set for
June 21 is an example provided to point out the cruelties and the risk.


MEAT MARKETS CONDEMNED
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“The Yulin Dog Meat Festival represents not just the torture of
countless dogs and cats, but also a global health risk,” Hastings said in
a joint release. “It has become clear that the loosely regulated and often
inhumane conditions in which animals are slaughtered for human
consumption in live animal markets can create ideal conditions for the
spread of zoonotic diseases, such as COVID-19.”


“Live wildlife markets are unsanitary and inhumane and have led to the
deaths of countless animals and humans,” Buchanan said. “These
markets should be completely and permanently closed to protect both
animals and humans.”


Last year, both lawmakers were cited by the Humane Society for their
work on ending the dog and cat meat trade.


  


More than two years have passed since a disturbed gunman took the
lives of 17 students and staff and wounded 17 others at Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland. Many individuals and local
agencies jumped in to assist after the tragedy.


This week, the Department of Justice (DOJ) awarded an Antiterrorism
and Emergency Assistance Program grant of more than $9 million to
reimburse those agencies who provided valuable assistance to victims
in the aftermath. The DOJ’s Office for Victims of Crime awards the
funding.


“It has been more than two years since that tragic day, but the survivors
and families of the victims will carry their emotional scars for many
years to come,” Deutch, who represents Parkland in Congress, said in
a statement. “I was so moved by the way our community rushed to help
one another in the wake of the attack and has continued to provide
mental health and wellness services to those still coping with the
trauma.”


DEUTCH APPLAUDS GRANTS



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhyttn-edrdjlhjd-iy/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xhyttn-edrdjlhjd-iy/





Ted Deutch praises federal funding to help those who were victimized by the
Parkland shooting.


Among other things, the grant will fund “ongoing trauma-informed,
evidence-based healing and resiliency services” to students, families,
staff, and other members of the community.


Specifically, the funds will transmit to and distributed by the Florida
Department of Legal Affairs’ Division of Victim Services and Criminal
Justice Program to three sub-recipients. Those recipients are the
School Board of Broward County, Children’s Services Council of
Broward County, and the United Way of Broward County, in
collaboration with the City of Parkland and City of Coral Springs.


“This grant is [an] acknowledgment that the survivors of this mass
shooting, who have experienced unimaginable trauma, will need and
deserve continued federal support to manage their pain and heal,”
Deutch added.


  


June 12, 1967 — As race riots rocked Tampa for a second day, the
U.S. Supreme Court handed down groundbreaking decisions involving
race on the final day of the 1967 term. In one decision, the high court
cited a violation of the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment
in unanimously striking down laws in 15 states, including Florida, that
prohibited interracial marriage.


In another meaningful decision, the court, by a 5-4 vote, upheld
contempt convictions against the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. and


ON THIS DAY
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seven other civil rights leaders for violating local court orders banning
demonstrations in Birmingham during Easter week of 1963. King
unsuccessfully argued the prohibition against the peaceful protests
violated their right to free speech.


June 12, 2018 — The much-ballyhooed summit between President
Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un took place in
Singapore. While no one expected Kim to agree to denuclearize his
country immediately, he pledged to “leave the past behind” and added,
“the world will see a major change.”


As a show of good faith, Trump called off joint military exercises
scheduled with South Korea. Many in the U.S., including Sen. Rubio,
remained skeptical, especially the thought of Kim ending human rights
abuses. Rubio said he would “not support any deal that does not bring
an end to these atrocities” committed under the authority of a dictator.
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Ferguson, Jacqueline A
Subject: Re: Keep Your Head Up!
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 3:09:19 PM
Attachments: image001.png


You're welcome Ms. Jackie!


From: Ferguson, Jacqueline A <Jacqueline.Ferguson@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:45 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: Keep Your Head Up!
 
Thank you Dr. Rolle.
 


From: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:38 PM
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users <_CHD16all@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Keep Your Head Up!
 
Good afternoon Team Duval!
 


We are now into Week 25 of our County Health Department COVID-19 response.  A
lot has happened since I last wrote you.  We have had several team members retire
or simply decide to pursue other opportunities.  We have celebrated births, marriages,
graduations and various life events all while attempting to serve the community.  As
we were busy doing the work of public health, the world began to spiral out of control.
The COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to slowly increase, and we watched in
disbelief as the world took to the streets in response to the recent events in the United
States.  During this time, we also learned that Jacksonville would host the Republican
National Convention.  So much has happened indeed.
Please know that our work is valuable and must continue.  Now more than ever, we
need to ride the wave and build a better boat.  Or to put it a different way…in the
words of Tupac Shakur, “Keep Your Head Up!”  I know that some of you are tired and
you’re wondering when will it end?  While others are thinking, “This is what we live
for!”, “This is what we do!”.  I say to you “Keep Your Head Up!”  Public health is on
display.  Although you may not be activated to work the COVID-19 response at this
time, you are still a public health ambassador.  Your words mean something.  Every
social media post and every conversation is an opportunity to use your super power
to do good and educate those you’re connected with.
While we all have differing opinions regarding the pandemic, race and racial issues,
politics, religion, etcetera let us not allow that to hinder us from working together to
tackle the work at hand.  As a public servant, the operative word is servant.  Let us
not forget that.  We have a responsibility to protect, promote and improve the health
of all people.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you while riding the wave and
building a better boat.  Keep your head up Team Duval!!
 


Be well,
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From: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida
To: dlchdpio"s@flhealth.gov
Subject: The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
Date: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 8:37:20 PM


Banner


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 2, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – The State of Florida is responding to COVID-19. In an effort to keep Florida residents and visitors safe and aware regarding
the status of the virus, the Florida Department of Health will continue to issue this update every day through Phase 1 of Florida’s reopening plan.
Once the state moves into Phase 2, DOH will provide this update once per week. However, DOH will continue to update the COVID-19 dashboard
and post the state report daily.


Governor Ron DeSantis is in constant communication with Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz and State Surgeon
General Dr. Scott Rivkees as the State of Florida continues to monitor and respond to the threat of COVID-19.


Recent actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


To date, the Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) has provided more than 576,000 meals to older adults through the Restaurant
Initiative partnership with the Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association since its inception.
Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a Virtual Trade Shows Grant Program to allow companies to identify international clients and
generate new export opportunities. Traditional international trade shows are being temporarily replaced by virtual events to promote safe
worldwide business opportunities. For more information, please contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
Approximately 2,113 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 310,218 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
Beginning tomorrow, 23 of 24 of CareerSource Florida’s local workforce development board partners will be open by appointment to assist job
seekers and businesses with employment needs, especially those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic.


CareerSource South Florida will open as soon as possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety
protocol training to protect customers and employees.


Since March 1, CareerSource Florida has assisted the following individuals:
More than 339,000 job seekers served
More than 15,150 job seekers placed in employment
More than 1,465 job seekers enrolled in training
More than 19,600 businesses served
More than 59,730 new jobs posted


FDOT is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86. To date, more
than 55,700 traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 60,100 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.


Additional actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH


The Florida Department of Health (DOH) announced that antibody COVID-19 test results data is now available. This report will be provided
once a week and contains county, race and lab information on antibody COVID-19 tests conducted in Florida. That report is available here. 
To date, DOH has reported more than 1,000 contact tracers who are assisting with COVID-19 efforts across the state.
DOH announced that the list of long-term care facilities in Florida associated with COVID-19 cases will now include active cases in each facility
in order to provide real-time data. The list of long-term care facilities with active COVID-19 cases is available here. 
DOH is providing a report detailing surveillance data for every Florida county. Previously, this information was only available for select
communities. The surveillance data report is available here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a Public Health Emergency for COVID-19 in Florida.
DOH established a public call center for questions regarding COVID-19. The call center launched Monday, March 2, and is open 24/7.
DOH established mechanisms for monitoring and coordination with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding
epidemiological activities.
DOH distributed CDC Interim Guidance for public health personnel evaluating Persons Under Investigation (PUI) and asymptomatic close
contacts of confirmed cases at their home or non-home residential settings to CHDs.
DOH approved and disseminated an updated Clinician Screening Tool for identifying COVID-19 PUIs.
DOH implemented testing at all three State Public Health Laboratories and distributed updated laboratory guidance regarding implementation
of testing at State Public Health Laboratories.
DOH has worked to implement additional private lab testing.
DOH has developed and disseminated pandemic planning guidance. 
Advised CHDs and HCCs to retain expired personal protective equipment until further notice.
DOH is continuing support for long-term care facilities with REST teams. DOH strike teams have completed assessments for 3,874 long term
care facilities to determine immediate unmet needs and promote appropriate infection control practices.
DOH strike teams are continuing to respond to long term care facilities with COVID-19 positive patients.
In an effort to increase testing, Governor DeSantis has directed Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees on an emergency temporary basis to allow
licensed pharmacists in Florida to order and administer COVID-19 tests.
DOH is working with Florida’s Board of Pharmacy and Florida’s Department of Business and Professional Regulation on mobile pharmacy
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compliance guidance.


FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


The Division presented the 2020 Statewide Emergency Shelter Plan at the Florida Cabinet. The 2020 Statewide Emergency Shelter Plan was
approved and is available to view here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, the state has established 15 drive-thru and 16 walk-up testing sites across the state, with more coming
online. More than 230,000 people have been tested at these sites. Floridians can find a site near them here.
The state has deployed antibody testing for first responders to five drive-thru sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval
counties. The sites with antibody tests are:


 FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches
Hard Rock Stadium
Miami Beach Convention Center
Orange County Convention Center
TIAA Bank Field Lot J


To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:
More than 27.5 million masks
More than 11 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 700 thousand gowns
91 thousand goggles
Nearly 52 thousand coveralls


For long-term care facilities alone, the Division has sent:
More than 10 million masks
1 million gloves
More than 500,000 face shields
160,000 gowns


The Florida Division of Emergency Management has launched a website to track the mobile lab that is testing long-term care facilities across
the state. The website is available here.
Find more information on DEM’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 1,400 onsite visits to facilities and nearly 14,500 telephone
calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
AHCA issued Emergency Order NO. 20-003 providing financial relief to nursing homes and Intermediate Care Facilities during the state’s
public health emergency. The emergency order extends the deadlines for March and April 2020 Quality Assessment payments until June 15,
2020 for Intermediate Care Facilities, and June 20, 2020 for nursing homes.
AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-2 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-3. These rules require nursing homes and assisted living facilities
to grant access to the Florida Department of Health or their authorized representative for the purpose infection prevention and control, including
mandated COVID-19 testing of both on-duty and off-duty staff when arranged by the Department.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-1 requiring hospitals to test all patients for COVID-19,
regardless of symptoms, prior to discharge to long-term care facilities.
AHCA sent out an email to nursing homes requiring the transfer of residents with verified or suspected cases if they cannot be appropriately
isolated and adhere to the CDC recommendations for COVID-19 response.
AHCA issued a provider alert announcing additional flexibilities within the Medicaid program made at the direction of Governor DeSantis.
Authorization requirements and services limits for medically necessary behavioral health care for are now waived.
AHCA created a new temporary Personal Care Attendant program to help long-term care facilities fill staffing shortages. The program provides
an 8-hour training on assisting with direct care so that personal care attendants can temporarily perform additional duties.
AHCA has been working with the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to ensure current Medicaid recipients maintain benefits during
the state of emergency. Medicaid application deadlines have also been extended.
Find more information on AHCA’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION


DPBR has distributed Additional Information for Barbershops and Cosmetology Salons Pursuant to Executive Order 20-120 and FAQs for
Executive Order 20-120 – Expanding Phase 1: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery to provide additional information and
guidelines for barbershops, cosmetology salons, and cosmetology specialty salons.
Find more information on DBPR’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES


Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which will automatically
issue benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school
meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
As part of her Hope for Healing Florida initiative, First Lady Casey DeSantis recently announced that the Department of Children and Families
(DCF) will be receiving a $1.9 million emergency grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, which will
provide crisis counseling and other mental health support for Floridians impacted by COVID-19.
Per DCF’s request, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Florida’s waiver to permit the state to launch a pilot project
that allows families to purchase groceries online with their Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card beginning April 21, 2020.
Under Governor DeSantis’ direction, DCF has temporarily increased Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients’ benefit
amount to the maximum monthly allotment based on household size through May 2020.
DCF worked with the Department of Health (DOH) to develop precautionary protocols for child welfare professionals and adult protective
investigators who may have to make in-person visits to ensure the safety of those vulnerable populations.
Find more information on DCF’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS


The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) has distributed cloth face coverings to all correctional officers and inmates at correctional
institutions statewide.
FDC is closely aligned with the CDC Interim Guidance on Management of COVID-19 in Correctional and Detention Facilities.
New inmate commitments from county jails undergo additional screening and 14-day quarantine before placement within the general
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population.
FDC has suspended visitation and volunteer programs at all correctional institutions statewide.
Find more information on FDC’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY


Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through June 13, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
To comply with federal law, weeks beginning May 10, 2020, claimants for all Reemployment Assistance programs, including state
Reemployment Assistance, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, will be required to
return to the CONNECT system every two weeks to request their benefits or “claim their weeks.” In doing so, claimants will confirm that they
are still unemployed and acknowledge that they are able and available for work should it be offered. For more information, click here. If
claimants, currently receiving Reemployment Assistance benefits, no longer wish to receive benefits, they do not need to claim their weeks, as
payments will stop processing if weeks stop being claimed.
DEO, in partnership with the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, launched a website to verify the identity of claimants
who have been locked out of their CONNECT account, the online system for processing Reemployment Assistance claims. Individuals who
were locked out of their CONNECT account have been notified and provided a direct link to verify their information so they can access their
account.
DEO is administering the Federal Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program. The program is offered by the federal CARES
Act and provides up to 13 weeks of benefits to a claimant who has exhausted Reemployment Assistance. For more information, please click
here.
The Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program that provides unemployment benefits to those that may not otherwise be
eligible under Florida’s state Reemployment Assistance program is available. Eligibility includes independent contractors, gig workers and
individuals who are self-employed. Working Floridians who have been impacted by COVID-19 and believe they may be eligible for Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance, can visit FloridaJobs.org and select "File a Claim" to apply and be considered for PUA. Individuals may also call 1-
833-FL-Apply (1-833-352-7759) for any questions they may have.
DEO continues to provide updates on the efforts made to address the challenges to Florida’s Reemployment Assistance program in response
to COVID-19. This includes a new State Reemployment Assistance Claims Dashboard that is updated daily to reflect the total number of
Reemployment Assistance Claims submitted, verified, processed and paid.
DEO announced more than 1,000 small businesses have been awarded more than $49 million from the Florida Small Emergency Bridge Loan
program. 
The Business Damage Assessment survey is activated and continues to accept surveys to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local
business operations and determine the appropriate actions for recovery. Click here to access the survey.
Find more information on DEO’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


On May 13, 2020, Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-EO-02 that:
Extends Professional and Temporary Educator Certificates expiring on June 30, 2020 to December 31, 2020.
Suspends the requirement for school districts to conduct annual evaluations for teachers and administrators for the 2019-20 school year;
Extends deadlines for English Language Learners to exit ESOL programs and suspends date of providing or extending services until
schools re-open;
Suspends requirement for districts to determine how to meet differentiated pay requirements for teachers on the performance pay
schedule;
Suspends testing requirement to student eligibility into college-credit dual enrollment courses;
Extends deadlines related to Individual Educational Plans;  
Extends deadlines for provisional and annual licenses issued by the Commission for Independent Education; and
Allows remote assessment for determining eligibility and priority for Vocational Rehabilitation services.


The Department of Education’s (DOE) Office of Early Learning, in coordination with local early learning coalitions, has prioritized and increased
access to childcare services for first responders and health care professionals by creating an expedited referral process to swiftly provide
priority access.
Florida College System institutions and private institutions across the state have donated more than 130 ventilators typically used in medical
training programs to local hospitals, community medical centers and other facilities.
Since April 1, 2020, when DOE announced the waiver of certification exam fees, more than 31,000 educators have signed up to take the
Florida Teacher Certification Examination using the waiver. This translates into over 62,000 actual exam registrations for a savings value of
more than $8 million for Florida educators.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran announced that 32,614 laptop computers are being distributed to 34
mostly small, rural school districts throughout Florida and the Florida A&M University Developmental Research School.
DOE has delayed the deadline for teacher certification requirements and offered a fee waiver for testing. More than 22,000 teachers have
taken advantage of the fee waiver so far.
The Florida Virtual School has created the Online Learning Community with engaging and informative content for teachers and parents of K-12
students.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Commissioner of Education Richard Corcoran recommended that all Florida public and private K-12 schools
continue distance learning and keep school campuses closed through June 3, the remainder of the 2019-2020 academic year. DOE has
compiled dozens of free distance learning resources on its emergency response page. 
Find more information on DOE’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ELDER AFFAIRS


To date, the Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) has provided more than 576,000 meals to older adults through the Restaurant
Initiative partnership with the Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association since its inception.
DOEA provided technical assistance to AAAs regarding shopping assistance, meals, service delivery, telephone reassurance, and the
Restaurant Meal Initiative.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) issued Emergency Order 20-01
pertaining to in-person guardian visitation requirements where COVID-19 response and mitigation measures prevent such visits.
DOEA issued Guidance in furtherance of Order 20-01 for Public and Professional Guardians to remain in compliance with Florida Statute
744.361(14).
DOEA has created a dedicated webpage to provide resources on COVID-19 including: tips for caregivers, information on closures of senior
centers and adult day care centers, and alternative services for congregate meal sites.
Find more information on DOEA’s COVID-19 response here.
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ENTERPRISE FLORIDA


Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a Virtual Trade Shows Grant Program to allow companies to identify international clients and
generate new export opportunities. Traditional international trade shows are being temporarily replaced by virtual events to promote safe
worldwide business opportunities. For more information, please contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI created a virtual trade grant program to help Florida companies do business overseas as international travel is restricted. Businesses
interested in learning more about the new Virtual Business Matchmaking service should contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI conducted regional calls with stakeholders across the state to identify ideas for long-range economic recovery.
EFI suspended initial fees for its Microfinance Loan Guarantee Program to support Florida’s small business community impacted by COVID-19.
Interested businesses must apply through a local lender. For further information please contact your lender or visit Enterprise Florida’s website.
See resources compiled by EFI for businesses impacted by COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION


As part of its phased reopening, Florida State Parks is offering limited camping availability for guests. For the protection of both staff and
visitors, camping will not be available at all parks and cabins will remain closed. Additional safety measures such as reduced visitor density
may also be in place.
To date, 90 percent of Florida State Parks have been partially opened. To continue social distancing and mitigate the spread of COVID-19,
each open park has unique procedures in place. See the latest park and trail information here.
Areas of Florida State Parks managed by the Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection (ORCP) have been partially reopened, including
remote access trails, beaches, and boat ramps at the Research Reserves. Islands, beaches, and submerged lands within the Aquatic
Preserves are being re-opened in accordance with local ordinances. See current information on ORCP-managed lands here.
Find more information on DEP’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL REGULATION


The Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) issued Emergency Order 2020-03 temporarily expanding the motor vehicle retail installment initial
payment rule.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-02 extending certain filing deadlines for Florida’s financial services providers.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-01 extending certain renewal deadlines for money services businesses. 
OFR provided guidance for consumer finance businesses and professionals.
OFR provided guidance and an operational update for Florida’s securities businesses and professionals.
OFR provided informational guidance and an update to Florida’s financial institutions.
OFR created helpful resource lists for businesses and individuals to contact their financial services providers:


Florida Financial Institution Resource List
Top 40 Mortgage Servicers Resource List
Additional Financial Information and Resources List


Find more information on OFR’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES


The Florida Highway Patrol is assisting with the implementation and enforcement of Executive Order 20-86 at the direction of Governor
DeSantis.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, FLHSMV Executive Director Rhodes has waived commercial truck hours of
service regulations and other related regulations so that emergency supplies, equipment, commodities and resources can be moved more
quickly and efficiently throughout the state.
Find more information on FLHSMV’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF INSURANCE REGULATION


As part of its ongoing effort to keep policyholders informed, OIR published a list of resources to connect Florida policyholders with assistance
being offered by insurers in response to COVID-19.
The Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-06M providing guidance on the use of technology to help
combat the spread of COVID-19, including encouraging insurers to broaden access to care for telehealth services, and requesting Pharmacy
Benefit Managers to transition to an electronic audit process in order to avoid unnecessary risk and maintain social distancing.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-05M reminding insurers of applicable statutes regarding workers’ compensation insurance.
Workers’ compensation insurers are expected to comply with all of the provisions of Florida’s Workers’ Compensation Law.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-03M directing all insurers and other entities regulated by OIR to review and update their
business continuity and/or continuity of operations plans. Companies are directed to immediately contact OIR if their continuity plans are
activated and/or if business operations become compromised so it can work with insurers to avoid any disruption in consumer services.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-04M providing general guidance on the treatment of policyholders as part of the state’s
ongoing efforts to protect Floridians.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-02M as a reminder to all health insurers, health maintenance organizations, and other health
entities to allow for early prescription refills.
Find more information on OIR’s COVID-19 response here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE


The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) has instituted additional screening measures for essential personnel and vendors within juvenile
facilities.
Find more information on DJJ’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) is disseminating information on the hiring of former first responders to assist Florida
Division of Emergency Management field operations.
FDLE continues to work with DBPR on the process for enforcing the 50% seating capacity limit for the re-opening of restaurants, as well as
establishing DBPR points of contacts for fielding complaints about violations.
FDLE is working with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association on traffic assistance at testing/collection sites
statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association to monitor law enforcement staffing
impacts and staffing needs due to COVID-19.
FDLE and FHP continue to facilitate the escort of testing collection kits statewide.
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FDLE continues to work with the Florida Sheriffs Association and Florida Police Chiefs Association to provide support to FHP at I-10 and I-95
checkpoints.
FDLE continues to work with ESF-16 partners on airport screening missions.
Find more information on FDLE’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA LOTTERY


Effective March 23, Florida Lottery Headquarters and district offices are closed to the public until further notice.  
Find more information on the Florida Lottery’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES


The Department of Management Services (DMS) launched a dedicated telework page with resources and tutorials for employees and
employers operating in a remote work environment.
At the Governor’s direction, DMS Secretary Jonathan Satter issued an emergency order to ensure federal benefits granted through The
Families First Coronavirus Response Act are available to employees.
As directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to expand covered
telehealth benefits at no additional employee cost.
Also directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to cover immunizations at
participating in-network retail pharmacies at no cost to the member during this public health emergency.
Find more information on DMS’ COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS


Approximately 2,113 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 310,218 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FLNG continues to support the state's COVID-19 response through augmentation to airport screening measures, statewide logistics support,
coordination, planning and operational mission sets.
Find more information on DMA’s response to COVID-19 here.


AGENCY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES


The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) sent out a Guidance Booklet to Providers and Waiver Support Coordinators recently to outline
waiver changes and flexibilities as a result of COVID-19. It also included information on infection control measures and recommended actions
when faced with various scenarios.
APD is distributing washable face masks donated by The Family Care Council to providers and customers living in APD group homes.
APD issued Emergency Order 20-03, which temporarily suspends face to face visits to administer the Questionnaire for Situational Information
to determine the level of need of APD customers.
Find more information on APD’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE


The Department of Revenue (DOR) has issued an emergency order extending certain corporate income tax (CIT) due dates. For corporations
with a fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2019, the due date for Florida CIT payments is extended to June 1, 2020. For corporations with fiscal years
ending Dec. 31, 2019, Jan. 31, 2020, or Feb. 29, 2020, the due date for Florida CIT returns is extended to August 3, 2020. The due dates for
Florida CIT payments for corporations with fiscal years ending Jan. 31 or Feb. 29, 2020, remain June 1, 2020 and July 1, 2020, respectively.
DOR has created a dedicated webpage for child support customers who have questions about the child support offset for Economic Impact
Payments under the CARES Act. Under federal law, these payments are subject to federal offset for persons who owe past-due support.
DOR has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for tax-related questions and information.
The department also has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for child support customers and alternative options for handling many child support
case activities without visiting an office.
Find more information on DOR’s response to COVID-19 here.


CAREERSOURCE FLORIDA


Beginning tomorrow, 23 of 24 of CareerSource Florida’s local workforce development board partners will be open by appointment to assist job
seekers and businesses with employment needs, especially those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic.


CareerSource South Florida will open as soon as possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety
protocol training to protect customers and employees.


The CareerSource Florida network has continued to provide employment and business services virtually, via telephone, by email and by
appointment in some locations throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since March 1, CareerSource Florida has assisted the following individuals:


More than 339,000 job seekers served
More than 15,150 job seekers placed in employment
More than 1,465 job seekers enrolled in training
More than 19,600 businesses served
More than 59,730 new jobs posted


The state workforce board and all 24 local workforce development boards are assisting with CONNECT PIN resets and processing
applications.
Florida’s local workforce development boards are working with community partners, libraries, local legislators and other organizations for
additional Reemployment Assistance application distribution.
CareerSource Florida has launched an integrated public and business outreach campaign, Help is Here, a comprehensive resource for
employment and business services.
For a list of Florida’s local workforce development boards and their contact information, please click here.


STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF FLORIDA


The State University System Task Force has been working to issue guidance for reopening university campuses in the fall. Board of Governors’
chair Syd Kitson directed State University System Chancellor, Marshall Criser III, to develop guidelines presented to the Board of Governors at
a public meeting on May 28, 2020. Universities will then present their individual plans based on these guidelines to the Board of Governors at a
board meeting on June 23, 2020.
Find more information on SUS’ response to COVID-19 here.
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-97, delaying elections in Pasco County at the request of Pasco County Supervisor of
Elections Brian Corley.
On April 6, Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee announced the issuance of an emergency order and emergency rules to extend annual report filing
deadlines for business entities, as well as outline changes to the candidate petition and candidate qualifying processes.
Find more information on the Florida Department of State’s Response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


Governor DeSantis and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Secretary Thibault announced the opening of five new Interstate 4 (I-
4)/State Road (S.R.) 408 flyover ramps. This work was completed more than three months ahead of schedule and increases safety and
mobility in the heart of Florida.
Due to continued lower traffic volumes as a result of COVID-19, FDOT expedited more than 40 additional critical transportation projects by at
least 650 total contract days, while also providing essential jobs to Floridians. Find more information about FDOT’s accelerated projects here.
FDOT Secretary Thibault and staff joined the Florida Trucking Association and the Florida Highway Patrol to hand out 500 meals to Florida’s
truck drivers.
FDOT is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86. To date, more
than 55,700 traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 60,100 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
FDOT continues to coordinate with seaports across the state to monitor port activity.
Find more information on FDOT’s response to COVID-19 here.  


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA) has restricted visitor access to its state veterans’ homes until further notice, with the
exception of essential visitors. In addition, admissions in our network of state veterans’ homes are temporarily suspended.
Veterans who are concerned they may have symptoms of COVID-19, flu or cold should call the VISN 8 Clinical Contact Center toll free at (877)
741-3400 before coming to a VA facility. Clinicians are available to provide 24/7 virtual care and support, including nurse advice and triage.
To contact a teleworking FDVA Veterans’ Claims Examiner, call (727) 319-7440 or email VSO@fdva.state.fl.us.
Find more information on FDVA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION


The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) continues to be in close communication with the Governor’s Office, the Florida
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the most recent COVID-19 status and guidance.
Find more information on FWC’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION


The Florida Housing Finance Corporation (Florida Housing) issued an Emergency Rule to property owners and managers to suspend rent
increases during this public health emergency on properties funded by Florida Housing. Those who choose to implement rent increases that
impact residents during this global pandemic could result in consequences for future funding opportunities with Florida Housing.
As Florida Housing continues to be committed to the health and well-being of all Floridians, we have compiled a list of resources with relevant
information for homeowners, residents, developers, apartment owners, management companies, participating lenders, Realtors and SHIP
administrators regarding COVID-19.
Find more information on Florida Housing’s response to COVID-19 here.


VISIT FLORIDA


VISIT FLORIDA’s four welcome centers are closed until further notice. VISIT FLORIDA welcome center staff members have been trained to
provide customer service support for the Department of Economic Opportunity and are assisting with the influx of inquiries and calls from
impacted businesses and workers throughout the state.
Find more information on VISIT FLORIDA’s response to COVID-19 here.


VOLUNTEER FLORIDA


Volunteer Florida announced the availability of $300,000 in AmeriCorps Planning Grants to support organizations interested in implementing an
AmeriCorps program that addresses a critical community need caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Organizations interested in applying for
this planning grant should respond to the notice of funding by Thursday, June 18 at 5 pm (ET).
As the lead agency for volunteerism and service, Volunteer Florida is working to support voluntary organizations across the state and nation by
sharing resources, surveying needs and requesting that continuity of operations plans be created to avoid any service delivery disruption.
Find more information on Volunteer Florida’s response to COVID-19 here. 
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From: Rogers, Desiree D
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: Re: Keep Your Head Up!
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:46:45 PM
Attachments: Outlook-dibe0g2m.png


WELL SAID DR. ROLLE!!!!Thank you sooo much for this!! You don’t know how much I
needed this right about now! I’ve been beyond discouraged!!!


Respectfully (Respetuosamente),


Desiree’ D. Rogers


Operations Analyst (Analista de Operaciones)


Division of Disease Control and Health Protection (División de control de enfermedades y
protección de la salud)


Bureau of Epidemiology, Immunization Section (Oficina de Epidemiología, Sección de
Inmunización)


900 University Blvd, N., Rm 104


Jacksonville, FL 32211


Office (Oficina): (904) 253-2512


Cell (Celda): (850) 491-8437


Fax: (904) 253-2471


Desiree.Rogers@flhealth.gov


For Immediate assistance with VFC, Please dial 1-877-888-7468 ( Select Option 1) or email
FloridaVFC@flhealth.govv


Para obtener assistencia inmediata con VFC, marque 1-877-888-7468 (seleccione la opción 1)
o envíe un correo electrónico a FloridaVFC@flhealth.gov


For Immediate assistance with FL Shots, please dial 1-877-888-7468, ( Select Option 2) or
email FLSHOTS@flhealth.gov


Para obtener assistencia inmediata con FL Shots, marque 1-877-888-7468, (Seleccione la
opción 2) o envíe un correo electrónico a FLSHOTS@flhealth.gov


Mission:



mailto:Desiree.Rogers@flhealth.gov

mailto:Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov







To protect, promote & improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state,
county & community efforts.


Vision:


To be the Healthiest State in the Nation.


Values:


I nnovation: We search for creative solutions and manage resources wisely.


C ollaboration: We use teamwork to achieve common goals & solve problems.


A ccountability: We perform with integrity & respect.


R esponsiveness: We achieve our mission by serving our customers & engaging our partners.


E xcellence: We promote quality outcomes through learning & continuous performance
improvement.


Please note: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or
from state officials regarding state business are public records available to the public and
media upon request.


Misión:


Para proteger, promover y mejorar la salud de todas las personas en Florida mediante
esfuerzos integrados del estado, el condado y la comunidad.


Visión:


Para ser el estado más saludable de la nación.


Valores:


I nnovación: buscamos soluciones creativas y administramos los recursos sabiamente.


C ollaboración: Usamos el trabajo en equipo para alcanzar objetivos comunes y resolver
problemas.


A ccountability: Actuamos con integridad y respeto.


R osibilidad: cumplimos nuestra misión al servir a nuestros clientes y comprometer a nuestros
socios.


E xcellencia: promovemos resultados de calidad mediante el aprendizaje y la mejora continua
del rendimiento







Tenga en cuenta: Florida tiene una ley de registros públicos muy amplia. La mayoría de las
comunicaciones escritas hacia o desde los funcionarios estatales con respecto a los negocios
del estado son registros públicos disponibles para el público y los medios de comunicación
previa solicitud.


From: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:38:22 PM
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users <_CHD16all@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Keep Your Head Up!
 
Good afternoon Team Duval!
 


We are now into Week 25 of our County Health Department COVID-19 response.  A
lot has happened since I last wrote you.  We have had several team members retire
or simply decide to pursue other opportunities.  We have celebrated births, marriages,
graduations and various life events all while attempting to serve the community.  As
we were busy doing the work of public health, the world began to spiral out of control.
The COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to slowly increase, and we watched in
disbelief as the world took to the streets in response to the recent events in the United
States.  During this time, we also learned that Jacksonville would host the Republican
National Convention.  So much has happened indeed.
Please know that our work is valuable and must continue.  Now more than ever, we
need to ride the wave and build a better boat.  Or to put it a different way…in the
words of Tupac Shakur, “Keep Your Head Up!”  I know that some of you are tired and
you’re wondering when will it end?  While others are thinking, “This is what we live
for!”, “This is what we do!”.  I say to you “Keep Your Head Up!”  Public health is on
display.  Although you may not be activated to work the COVID-19 response at this
time, you are still a public health ambassador.  Your words mean something.  Every
social media post and every conversation is an opportunity to use your super power
to do good and educate those you’re connected with.
While we all have differing opinions regarding the pandemic, race and racial issues,
politics, religion, etcetera let us not allow that to hinder us from working together to
tackle the work at hand.  As a public servant, the operative word is servant.  Let us
not forget that.  We have a responsibility to protect, promote and improve the health
of all people.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you while riding the wave and
building a better boat.  Keep your head up Team Duval!!


Be well,












From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 7.10.20 — Burnin’ today: Peñalosa, Kinney,


DeSantis, Schofield, Henderson, Trump
Date: Friday, July 10, 2020 4:01:22 AM


Even as the Florida Democratic Party promised late Wednesday night
to return at least $780,000 in federal coronavirus crisis bailout money,
more questions emerged Thursday.


Which party officials signed off on the loan? Did the Democratic
National Committee know about it? How much was the loan for in the
first place?


Records obtained by Florida Politics give some clues to the answers to
the latter two questions.
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An email exchange with Juan Peñalosa, executive director of the Florida
Democratic Party, shows the FDP got the green light to apply for PPP funds,


impermissible by federal law.


Filings with the Federal Election Commission show that in April, the
Democratic Executive Committee of Florida, the federal entity for the
Florida Democratic Party, received transfers of $815,641 in loan money
obtained through the CARES Act. That is more than the at least
$780,000 the Florida Democratic Party vowed late Wednesday night it
would return to the PPP program.


But that only raises more questions, including whether the party’s
building fund used as a pass-through company to provide money to the
Florida Democratic Party, and whether the building fund’s PPP
application had referenced the party’s staff as its own in the loan
application. Neither would be permissible under federal law.


As for whether the DNC knew about it, a Wednesday afternoon email
exchange obtained by Florida Politics points to yes.


The exchange, purportedly between FDP Executive Director Juan
Peñalosa and Vice-Chair Judy Mount, shows Peñalosa stating, “We
applied for the funding after consulting our lawyers and informing folks
at the DNC.”


The party has not confirmed the authenticity of the email exchange
provided Florida Politics, however, the national party said it was clear,
telling state and local parties to not apply for PPP.


“The DNC did not authorize this, and we agree with the decision to
return the money,” said David Bergstein, the DNC’s director of
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battleground state communications.


___


“Personnel note: Allison Kinney named VP of Government
Relations at HCA Healthcare” via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics —
Longtime lobbyist Kinney is joining HCA Healthcare — Florida.
Effective July 13, Kinney will take over as Vice President of
Government Relations at the state’s largest health care provider.
Kinney succeeds Bryan Anderson, who served in that role from 2004-
2019 before his promotion to Corporate Vice President. “We are thrilled
to have someone with Allison’s background and experience join the
HCA Healthcare team,” Anderson said in a news release announcing
the hire. “Not only is she a fierce advocate with rare political skills, she
is also a trusted adviser to numerous elected officials across the state.”


Congratulations to Allison Kinney for her new gig as VP of Government Relations
at HCA Healthcare.


  Facebook post of the day
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—@marcorubio: I supported first “shutdown” to flatten the curve. But
we are in a very different place now. Must weigh cost versus benefit.
Social, economic & enforcement costs are significant. Benefits are
questionable, govt can’t shutdown private gatherings & most
businesses already restricted.


—@scontorno: [Ron] DeSantis: "If you can do Home Depot, if you
can do Walmart, you can definitely do the schools."


Tweet, tweet:


—@JoseJavierJJR: With views like this, we are thankful that we have
locally run school districts making difficult decisions/plans for our
children's safety and education and not Gov. @GovRonDeSantis who
seems incapable of taking this pandemic and its challenges seriously.


—@nikkifried: 120 Floridians have died in the last 24 hours from
#COVID19. Up from 48 deaths the day before. Instead of asking for
congratulations on a low death toll and blaming the media,


Situational awareness
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@GovRonDeSantis should be offering extra resources to our
overwhelmed hospitals.


Tweet, tweet:


Tweet, tweet:
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—@ShevrinJones: If I’m the only legislator in Florida who have
#Covid, I’m going to damn sure use this platform to sound the alarm for
the over 200,000 people that’s fighting this virus with me. COVID won’t
win!


—@Passantino: LA Mayor [Eric] Garcetti is holding a news
conference on the surge of coronavirus infections and a Breitbart
reporter has called in to ask his opinion on “cancel culture”


—@Rodgers: Allowing a 60-minute full-contact football game but
saying you’re taking precautions because you ban handshakes and
jersey swaps is like eating 34 wings and then eating 2 pieces of celery
and saying it was a healthy meal because you ate vegetables


Tweet, tweet:
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Disney World Magic Kingdom & Animal Kingdom to reopen — 1;
Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios to reopen — 5; Federal
taxes due — 5; MLB starts — 13; WNBA starts — 14; PLL starts — 15;
TED conference rescheduled — 16; Florida Bar exams begin in Tampa
— 18; NBA season restart in Orlando — 21; Christopher Nolan’s
“Tenet” premieres (rescheduled) — 21; NHL resumes — 22; Florida
primaries for 2020 state legislative/congressional races — 39;
Democratic National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 40; "Mulan”
premieres (rescheduled) — 42; Indy 500 rescheduled — 44;
Republican National Convention begins in Charlotte — 45; NBA draft
lottery — 46; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 49; U.S. Open begins
— 52; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 56; Rescheduled running of
the Kentucky Derby — 57; Rescheduled date for French Open — 72;
First presidential debate in Indiana — 81; "Wonder Woman" premieres
— 84; Preakness Stakes rescheduled — 85; First vice presidential
debate at the University of Utah — 88; NBA season ends (last possible
date) — 94; Second presidential debate scheduled at Miami — 97; NBA
draft — 98; Wes Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 98;
NBA free agency — 101; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 104;
2020 General Election — 116; “Black Widow” premieres — 121; NBA
2020-21 training camp — 125; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit —
133; “No Time to Die” premieres — 133; NBA 2020-21 opening night —
144; “Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 166; Super Bowl LV in Tampa


Days until
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— 212; New start date for 2021 Olympics — 378; “Jungle Cruise”
premieres — 386; “Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres —
483; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 581; “Doctor Strange in
the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 623; “Black Panther 2”
premieres — 665; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel
premieres — 819.


  


“Ron DeSantis says he would have ‘zero concern’ sending his own
kids back to school” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — DeSantis
defended his controversial decision to send students back to school this
August by telling conservative radio host Rush Limbaugh that he
would have “zero concern” sending his own kids back into a classroom.
“My kids aren’t school-age yet,” DeSantis said. “I got a 3-year-old
daughter, 2-year-old son and a newborn daughter. And I can tell you if
they were school-age, I would have zero concern sending them.” The
remark came Wednesday during an interview on the nationally
syndicated Rush Limbaugh Show. There, DeSantis detailed his
rationale for reopening schools despite the resurgence of COVID-19
cases in Florida. “With respect to the schools,” DeSantis said.
“Walmart, essential service. Home Depot, essential service. Fast food,
essential service. “How is it that the schools for our kids would not be
considered an essential service? And I think it’s vital. I think that they’ve
fallen way behind.”


Ron DeSantis says he would have no problem sending his kids to school this
year. Image via Colin Hackley.


“Gov. DeSantis touts economic recovery as state’s unemployment
claims drop” via David Lyons of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —


Corona Florida
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DeSantis urged Floridians to capitalize on what he called a modest
economic recovery, even as the state recorded its highest number of
COVID-19 deaths in 24 hours. “At the end of the day, we need our
society to function,” DeSantis said Thursday at a news conference with
U.S. Labor Secretary Eugene Scalia in Jacksonville. “We need our
society to move forward.” Florida’s first-time unemployment claims
trended downward for the second straight week as the private sector
continued to add back jobs, the Labor Department reported Thursday.
The state had 67,070 claims for the week ended July 4, a decline of
17,300 for the previous week. No claims were processed on the Fourth
of July holiday.


“Amid bad COVID-19 news, DeSantis, U.S. labor chief talk about
economic rebound in Jacksonville” of Steve Patterson of The Florida
Times-Union — U.S. Secretary of Labor Scalia and DeSantis stumped
to restore Florida’s economic vitality during a visit to Jacksonville
overshadowed by a continued surge in the state’s toll of coronavirus
cases. “We are reopening. We’re rebounding. And we’re going to
restore that momentum” America’s economy felt before the pandemic,
Scalia said Thursday before a roundtable talk with business executives
at the Jacksonville Port Authority’s Talleyrand offices. Scalia said he
had never seen businesses as focused on employee health and safety
as he has in the weeks that many states have launched efforts to
resume routine business life.


“Coronavirus infects more than one in 100 Floridians as nearly
9,000 cases reported Thursday” via James Call of the Tallahassee
Democrat — The coronavirus in Florida has set new single-day highs in
fatalities, hospitalization of new patients, and the return of positive test
results. State officials reported another 8,935 cases Thursday and 120
more deaths. The latest report counts 232,718 cases and 4,111
fatalities, with 102 of the deaths being non-Florida residents. Overnight
Wednesday another 409 people were hospitalized with COVID-19
bringing the total to 17,167. And test results returned Thursday showed
a positivity rate of 18.3%, more than triple the rate recorded in May.
Since the first infection was confirmed March 1, the virus has spread to
about 1.8% of the state population of 21.4 million. After the number of
infections appeared to hit a plateau in May, the rate of infections has
spiked and created clusters in all of the state's major cities.


“Florida’s coronavirus death rate is trending up again after rising
hospitalizations” via Ben Conarck of the Miami Herald — The rate of
daily coronavirus deaths reported by the state of Florida has begun to
tick up again, a trend that was apparent even before Thursday’s
announcement of a record 120 deaths. Public health experts and
coronavirus data researchers say it’s still too early to tell just how bad it
will get. But the increase was predictable, said Eric Topol, head of the
Scripps Research Translational Institute in San Diego. “Florida is
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running away with new cases, so you’d expect this to happen,” Topol
said. “There are the denialists who say these people are younger ... and
all these theories, but if [the rise in deaths] didn’t happen, you’d start to
wonder what’s going on regarding how the deaths are being tallied.”


“COVID-19 cases in juvenile system escalate” via News Service of
Florida — The number of COVID-19 cases in Florida’s juvenile justice
system continued to increase Thursday, with the state reporting that
136 youths and 134 workers have tested positive. That was up from
119 youths and 120 workers in a Tuesday count. Also, it was an
increase from 97 youths and 106 workers on July 2. Three facilities
have accounted for the largest numbers of youth cases — Palm Beach
Youth Academy with 21 cases and Okeechobee Youth Development
Center and Redwood Youth Academy, each with 16 cases, according
to the state Department of Juvenile Justice. The Department of Juvenile
Justice has taken a series of steps to try to prevent the spread of the
disease, including suspending visitation.


“State sending $138 million to health departments” via News
Service of Florida — The Florida Department of Health announced
Thursday that it is sending $138 million in federal pandemic funds to
county health departments to hire epidemiologists, nurses and contact
tracers. Nearly 70% of the funding will be directed to 12 counties —
including Broward, Miami-Dade and Palm Beach — with high COVID-
19 caseloads, based on a June survey of county officials. Department
of Health spokesman Alberto Moscoso said distribution of the funds is
based on the results of a June county-health department survey that
was designed to assess additional staffing needs amid the coronavirus
pandemic. But Moscoso said the amount of money the counties receive
could change, based on community spread of COVID-19.


“State mulls more COVID-19 testing at homes for disabled” via
Christine Sexton of News Service of Florida — DeSantis’ administration
appears poised to address rising criticism over its handling of COVID-
19 in group homes that take care of residents with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. The deadly respiratory disease has shown
itself to be efficient at moving rapidly through prisons, jails, nursing
homes and assisted living facilities. But it also can be a problem for
group homes. One of the ongoing complaints is a lack of testing in
group homes. In response, the DeSantis administration said this week it
is “evaluating options” to expand testing for staff members and
residents at the facilities. The administration also announced that the
state will start providing the names of group homes where residents
and staff members have tested positive.


“Parents, teachers question plan to reopen schools” via Ana
Ceballos of the News Service of Florida — Local education officials and
parents are grappling with a statewide mandate to reopen schools in
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August. “The requirement has thrown a wrench into the plans that
districts were making,” Florida School Boards Association Executive
Director Andrea Messina said. “I think people were surprised. I think
there was somewhat of an expectation that more flexibility would be
acknowledged. Make no mistake, schools would love to be able to open
back up with their full, normal schedule,” Messina said. “But with
community concerns and parent concerns and staff concerns, we
needed to recognize it was going to be a real challenge to meet that
goal.”


Parents and teachers are skeptical of the plan to reopen schools in August.


“Department of Health to medical schools: No COVID-19 data
sharing, apply individually” via Alessandro Marazzi Sassoon of the
Pensacola News Journal — After months of negotiation, the
Department of Health has told researchers at Florida's medical schools
trying to access the state's raw COVID-19 data: You can't have it as a
group. Instead, research teams at medical schools must individually
apply for access. The data, collected by hospitals, state and private
labs as well as clinics across the Sunshine State on COVID-19 cases
and patients, are essential in informing the response to the pandemic
and provide researchers the ability to independently verify official
numbers. The DOH refused broad access to the data Monday, sending
instead the Council of Florida Medical School Deans a template that
only allows individual research teams to apply for access to the data.
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“DeSantis sends more hospital staff to South Florida; HHS refutes
claim DeSantis submitted formal request” via Ryan Dailey of WFSU
— DeSantis says he’s requested additional health care personnel to
help Florida hospitals deal with a growing number of COVID-19
patients, but the federal agency DeSantis says he petitioned denies it
received a formal request. DeSantis earlier in the week told media he’s
called on the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to send
nurses to Florida hospitals, particularly Jackson Health System in
Miami. DeSantis' communications director, Helen Ferre, tweeted the
request DeSantis referenced Tuesday was actually filed with the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security. Per Ferre, it asks the Federal
Emergency Management Agency or FEMA, to send 1,500 nurses to
Florida.


Corona local
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Ron DeSantis sends more health care personnel to South Florida.


“DeSantis wants to speed up COVID testing in Broward, Miami-
Dade, and says schools need to open” via Richard Tribou and
Steven Lemongello of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — DeSantis said
Thursday he is asking the federal government for more medicine and
will create designated drive-thru lanes at testing sites in Broward and
Miami-Dade counties for people with coronavirus symptoms to speed
up results. DeSantis also said Florida schools need to reopen as soon
as possible. DeSantis said designated testing lanes for Broward, Miami-
Dade and Orange, three of the counties with the highest volume of
testing, are needed because the turnaround on results has been slower
than he expected. The Governor said the state will try to get contracts
with labs that can turn around results in 48 to 72 hours.


“11-year-old Broward girl dies from COVID-19” via Andrew Boryga
and Karina Elwood of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — An 11-year-old
girl from Broward has died from coronavirus-related complications,
becoming one of the state’s youngest victims, according to data
released Thursday by the state Department of Health. Yansi Ayala
died Wednesday at Broward Health Medical Center, according to the
Broward County Medical Examiner’s Office. The child had existing
health conditions, including trisomy 13, a genetic condition, with
cardiomyopathy, epilepsy, cerebral palsy and asthma, the medical
examiner’s office said. Thursday’s news comes on the heels of a
pandemic-high day for new coronavirus deaths in Florida: 120. The
child is the second 11-year-old to die from the virus. Last week it was
confirmed that an 11-year-old boy from Miami-Dade County died from
COVID-19, becoming the state’s youngest known fatality from the
disease.


“State to add 250 contact tracers in Miami-Dade, but Mayors say it
is not enough” via Martin Vassolo, Daniel Chang and Joey Flechas of
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the Miami Herald — Tension among local, county and state officials
over the spread of COVID-19 in Florida’s biggest hot spot reached a
peak Thursday when the Mayors from some of Miami-Dade County’s
most prominent cities called attention to the state’s shortage of contact
tracing investigators. Not even a “happy” announcement from the
county Mayor — the hiring of 250 additional contact tracers, state
health department employees who contact coronavirus patients to
contain the spread of the virus — could blunt the sharpness of the
attacks from local Mayors, who took aim at Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos
Giménez and DeSantis. The current team of 300 contact tracers in
Miami-Dade is still insufficient to stem the spread of the virus in, the
Mayors said. They requested an additional 500 tracers.


“Miami-Dade Mayor claims without evidence that protests caused
COVID-19 spike” via Alex Deluca of Miami New Times — During a July
3 appearance on PBS NewsHour, Miami-Dade Mayor Giménez blamed
the county's recent flare-up in COVID-19 cases on the Black Lives
Matter protesters who took to the streets in the weeks prior. The
Republican Mayor and congressional candidate, who allowed many
Miami-Dade businesses to reopen in May, said that despite the fact that
the county had imposed a mask order, many young people had
gathered without face masks at a number of protests. "It wasn't a
coincidence that, about two weeks after these demonstrations started,
we started seeing these spikes," Giménez told reporter Judy
Woodruff. "That probably was the main cause of why this virus went
up." So far, experts say, Giménez's claim isn't backed up by the data.


“Miami-Dade gets its first affordable housing plan that includes
COVID-19 recovery” via Rene Rodriguez of the Miami Herald — An
ambitious new plan to address Miami-Dade’s growing housing
affordability crisis is the first of its kind to incorporate the COVID-19
pandemic in its projections and solutions. The Miami-Dade Affordable
Housing Framework, which was unveiled July 2, lays out a detailed plan
of action to stave off the ballooning shortage of rentals and homes
priced within reach of the 300,000 households — 35% of the county’s
total households — that earn $35,000 or less per year. Prepared by the
nonprofit Miami Homes For All advocacy group and funded by
JPMorgan Chase & Co., the plan uses data gathered by the UF’s
Shimberg Center for Housing Studies and input from community
outreach efforts and meetings with stakeholders conducted over the
last two years.


“PBC school campuses will remain closed to students, board
members decide” via Andrew Marra of The Palm Beach Post —
Students in Palm Beach County public schools will continue learning
from home when classes resume next month after school board
members concluded Wednesday the risks of reopening classrooms
were too great. Under increasing pressure from teachers and local
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health experts, the seven board members unanimously agreed to keep
classes online-only for the district’s 174,000 students until the
coronavirus pandemic improves. “We’re truly not ready,” board member
Marcia Andrews said. “We’re not ready from a health standpoint. And
we’re not ready from a planning standpoint.”


“Wellington village manager tests positive for coronavirus” via
Kristina Webb of The Palm Beach Post — A key Wellington official
tested positive for the novel coronavirus, the village confirmed
Thursday. Village Manager Paul Schofield received his test results
Thursday after being tested June 29 for COVID-19, the disease caused
by the coronavirus, Wellington said. Schofield, 65, has discussed at
council meetings his concerns about the virus’ spread while
encouraging residents to practice social distancing — staying 6 feet
apart, as recommended by the Centers for Disease Control — and
wear masks. Those are themes Schofield repeated in a statement
released Thursday by Wellington, where he said he began feeling “flu-
like symptoms” on June 29, and he was tested that same day. Schofield
has not been to Village Hall since June 25.


Wellington Village Manager Paul Schofield tests positive for COVID-19.


“Companies were planning on moving to South Florida. Then
COVID hit” via Rob Wile of the Miami Herald — For a moment, South
Florida was sitting pretty: Out-of-town real estate deal hunters were
coming to the region seeking refuge from the coronavirus pandemic. As
the MIAMI Association of Realtors put it in its May release, “The
COVID-19 situation has accelerated the trend of homebuyers from New
York and cold weather and tax-burdened Northeastern states searching
and purchasing homes in South Florida. Now, real estate experts say,
Florida’s surging coronavirus outbreak has halted the trend in its tracks.
“[It] seems like much has frozen in the process since the numbers
started spiking a week or two ago,” said Philippe Houdard, founder
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and CEO of Pipeline, a Miami-based coworking space provider.


“Will COVID-19 force cancellation of Art Basel Miami Beach? A lot
is riding on it” via Andres Viglucci of the Miami Herald — For 19 years,
Art Basel Miami Beach has injected a jet-fueled blast into the local
cultural and tourism calendar. The fair doesn’t just put a massive trove
of world-class art on public display, but also draws mobs of some of the
world’s richest people, fills hotels and restaurants and, not incidentally,
helps sustain Miami’s ongoing maturation as a global center for culture
and commerce. The contemporary-art fair has been canceled only
once. What would have been the inaugural show was called off
following the 9/11 attacks in 2001. But, with five months to go, a big
question hangs over the 2020 editions of Art Basel Miami Beach and its
companion Design Miami fair: Will the show go on?


“Key West’s Fantasy Fest is canceled due to COVID-19” via Gwen
Filosa of the Miami Herald — Fantasy Fest, Key West’s annual 10-day
celebration of the scantily clad and the silly, won’t happen this year
because of the coronavirus pandemic. It’s the first time a Fantasy Fest
has been canceled. In 2005, after Hurricane Wilma, the event was
postponed. The theme for 2020 was going to be “Roaring 2020s and
Future Fictions,” and it had been scheduled for Oct. 16-25. Organizers
confirmed the cancellation on Facebook, ending speculation that the
city would possibly host the huge event that pours cash into workers’
hands and company wallets at a time when South Florida is suffering
through the COVID-19 crisis.


  


“Disney World will reopen Saturday, despite worsening Florida
outbreak” via Antonia Farzan of The Washington Post — Florida may
be in the throes of a coronavirus outbreak that is crowding hospitals
and overtaxing health care workers, but that won’t stop some Disney
World enthusiasts from “Returning to a World of Magic,” as the theme
park’s website puts it. Despite worsening indicators statewide, including
a sustained increase in deaths, the Orlando park still plans to reopen
Saturday. Disney says that instituting an aggressive cleaning schedule
and a slew of new health protocols while dramatically cutting down on
the number of visitors allowed in per day means that it can do so safely
and responsibly. Guests will have to pre-book tickets online, wear
masks and have their temperatures taken before entering. Social
distancing will be enforced while waiting in line for rides or interacting
with characters, and fireworks displays and other events that draw large
crowds are off the table.


More local
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The time has come. Image via AP.


“No, that Clay County schools coronavirus waiver isn’t for
students” via Emily Bloch of The Florida Times-Union — The Clay
County School Board published a liability waiver in case a soccer club
or church wanted to rent out its facilities and someone caught COVID-
19. The document, which does waive the school district’s liability if
someone contracts the coronavirus on campus, is part of a temporary
Facilities and Grounds Manual the School Board voted on at its June 25
meeting. The manual includes rental fees for different groups including
booster clubs, youth organizations, church groups and more. Without
additional context or the rest of the eight-page manual, the post has
been shared at least 20 times within five hours on Facebook and
additionally on Twitter. The inconsistency was originally noted by Duval
County Public Schools teacher and education blogger Chris Guerrieri,
who said he’s been trying to correct people on Facebook who are
saying it’s for the entire student population.


“St. Johns County commissioner in ‘most critical’ condition
because of COVID-19” via Sheldon Gardner of The Florida Times-
Union — St. Johns County Commissioner Paul Waldron has been
hospitalized and is in critical condition because of the coronavirus,
according to his daughter. Ashley Waldron Zapata shared the
information on Facebook, which appeared on Waldron’s Facebook
page on Thursday. “My daddy, Paul Waldron, was diagnosed with the
COVID virus,” she wrote. “Due to complications from the virus, he went
into septic shock and has many organs struggling. He is currently in the
most critical of conditions. ... Please keep your family safe and pray for
mine.” Commissioner Henry Dean said he has been praying for
Waldron. “I’m terribly worried about ... the condition he’s in and I’m
praying for him. I consider him a close personal friend as well as a
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fellow commissioner,” Dean said. Commissioner Jeremiah Blocker
said he’s also become close to Waldron and is praying for his recovery.


“Mask mandates spark political debate in St. Johns County” via
Sheldon Gardner of The Florida Times-Union — Coronavirus cases
have skyrocketed in St. Johns County over the past month, and local
officials have turned to mask mandates as a way to help stop the
spread. But the public health crisis has also spawned a political debate
about forcing people to wear masks. The county had 260 cases on
June 1. This week, the total number of St. Johns County cases had
risen to 1,632 with nine deaths. Public health officials, including the
county’s director of the Florida Department of Health, urge mask-
wearing as a way to help curb the spread of the virus. But urging didn’t
seem to be enough in St. Augustine. It was clear that few people were
wearing masks downtown months into the pandemic.


“38 inmates test positive for coronavirus at Walton County Jail” via
Wendy Victoria of NWF Daily News — Results have returned for
inmates tested for COVID-19 at the Walton County Jail. Jail
administrators have received the first round of test results for 58
inmates. Those results revealed 38 positive cases and 20 negative
results. Of those 38 positive cases, 19 are Walton County inmates, 18
are Escambia County housed inmates, and one is a Holmes County
inmate. At this time, 38 test results are still pending results from the
Florida Department of Health. This morning, based on previous health
conditions and symptoms exhibited at the jail, the Chief Health Officer
made the decision to have one inmate transported to a local hospital.


“Randy Henderson helps shoot down Fort Myers mask mandate”
via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Henderson cast a vote against a
mask mandate because individuals must take personal responsibility,
he said. The Fort Myers City Council shot down a mandate at a special
meeting. Instead, city officials encouraged private businesses to
encourage the use of face coverings indoors. The CDC strongly
recommends the use of masks in public spaces when social distancing
is not possible in order to stop the spread of COVID-19. Henderson
quickly took to social media to explain his vote. A candidate for
Congress, he tied his justification to Donald Trump. He shared a
meme with the words “No mandatory masks” and the logo for his
Congressional campaign.
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Randy Henderson's 'no' vote for a Fort Myers mask ordinance was tied to Donald
Trump. Image via Randy Henderson for Congress.


“Oakes Farms sues Lee school district over canceled contract
after CEO's comments about COVID-19, Black Lives Matter” via Phil
Fernandez of the Naples Daily News — Oakes Farms filed a federal
suit Thursday against the Lee County school district, which had
dumped its multimillion-dollar deal with the firm after the CEO called
George Floyd a "disgraceful career criminal." Alfie Oakes also had
declared that COVID-19 and the Black Lives Matter movement are
"hoaxes." After that, the school district "severed ties" with Oakes and
his company, which had been providing products for students, such as
fresh fruits and vegetables. The district was in a three-year contract
with the Naples-based supplier and had an annual renewal option to
continue services through 2024. Services during the first year of the
contract, from July 2018 to June 2019, were estimated to cost $4.9
million, according to school board documents.


“Sebastian City Council to huddle behind closed doors to decide
next move in annexation issue” via Janet Begley of the TCPalm —
The City Council is to meet in a closed-door session at 5 p.m. Monday
to decide whether to appeal a court decision nullifying the city’s
annexation of 1,100-acres of citrus land. A court quashed the
annexation, finding the city did not publish a complete map of the
annexation area in its public notice. The city must decide its next move
before Wednesday. If the city files for a rehearing within 15 days of the
June 30 decision, the case can be reheard by the same 19th Circuit
Appellate Court panel. The city has up to 30-days to file an appeal with
the 4th District Court of Appeal.
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“States that raced to reopen let businesses write their own rules,
documents show” via Isaac Stanley-Becker of The Washington Post
— Five days after Georgia’s stay-at-home order expired, setting gyms,
restaurants, hair and nail salons and other businesses on a quick
course to reopen, a lobbyist for the state’s Chamber of Commerce
emailed top aides to Brian Kemp, the Republican Governor. The email
correspondence, released through a public records request, shows how
business networks and industry organizations helped write the rules of
the pandemic response in some of the places that were the last to
impose restrictions and the first to ease them. Moves to throw open the
doors with the virus still raging help explain recent surges in these
states, epidemiologists say.


Corona nation
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Brian Kemp's decision to reopen Georgia was left mostly with the Chamber of
Commerce. Image via AP.


“HHS launches ‘surge’ COVID-19 testing in hotspot jurisdictions in
Florida, Louisiana and Texas” via the Department of Health and
Human Services — The U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services is announcing free COVID-19 testing in Jacksonville, Florida;
Baton Rouge, Louisiana; and Edinburg, Texas. Surge testing efforts will
temporarily increase federal support to communities where there has
been a recent and intense level of new cases and hospitalizations
related to the ongoing outbreak. The three jurisdictions identified are
seeing significant increases in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations
and could potentially benefit from additional opportunities to identify
new cases, especially for people who are asymptomatic. HHS, in
partnership with eTrueNorth and each of the local communities, will
perform surge testing by offering 5,000 tests per-city per-day, at no
charge to those tested.


“Grim projection: 200,000 dead by Election Day” via Dan Goldberg
and Adam Cancryn of POLITICO — As the United States surpasses 3
million coronavirus infections, forecasters are updating their models to
account for the recent resurgence and reaching a grim consensus: the
next few months are going to be bad. The national death toll is now
expected to eclipse 200,000 by Election Day. It took just four weeks for
the U.S. to jump from 2 million coronavirus infections to the 3 million
mark. Most forecasters now say that, as case counts accelerate at a
record pace, it will likely take even less time to surpass 4 million. Vice
President Mike Pence acknowledged the severe spikes across the
South and West but nevertheless offered an optimistic view of the
weeks to come.
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“Who gets a vaccine first? U.S. considers race in coronavirus
plans” via Megan Twohey of The New York Times — Federal health
officials are already trying to decide who will get the first doses of any
effective coronavirus vaccines, which could be on the market this winter
but could require many additional months to become widely available to
Americans. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and an
advisory committee of outside health experts in April began working on
a ranking system for what may be an extended rollout in the United
States. According to a preliminary plan, any approved vaccines would
be offered to vital medical and national security officials first, and then
to other essential workers and those considered at high risk, the elderly
instead of children, people with existing health conditions instead of the
relatively healthy. Agency officials and the advisers are also considering
what has become a contentious option: putting Black and Latino
people, who have disproportionately fallen victim to COVID-19, ahead
of others in the population.


“Telemedicine is booming during the pandemic. But it’s leaving
people behind.” via Daniel Horn of The Washington Post — Recent
headlines have touted the expansion of telehealth as an unexpected
“benefit” of the coronavirus pandemic, and policymakers are examining
ways to keep it in play after the virus retreats. However, the widely
hailed telehealth revolution is leaving our most vulnerable patients
behind. Unless health care systems commit to deploying video
technology that is explicitly designed to provide care for our most
vulnerable patients, telehealth will further entrench health disparities.
Early data show that adoption of telehealth in our community health
centers has paled in comparison to practices caring for more affluent
patients. The two dominant modes of telehealth delivery are telephone
visits and video visits, and early data on video versus telephone care
also points to a digital divide.



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyoll-edrdjlhjd-it/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyoll-edrdjlhjd-it/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyoll-edrdjlhjd-ii/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyoll-edrdjlhjd-ii/





A patient sits in the living room of her apartment during a telemedicine video
conference. Telemedicine has been good for some, leaving others behind. Image


via AP.


“As sports leagues prepare to resume, ‘I can’t wait’ has turned to
‘We sure about this?’” via Jerry Brewer of The Washington Post —
Anticipation fuels sports. You are constantly expecting something to stir
your emotions: a superb matchup, a playoff run, the chase of a record,
the dawn of a new season, the debut of a potential superstar. Unless
you prefer to pretend the virus is losing strength and will vanish on its
own, you have a basic comprehension of the inherent conflict. It makes
the usual “I can’t wait” expectation of sports’ arrival collide with, “Wait,
what if this is a disaster?” consternation. Seldom does the craving of
this joy come with so much legitimate fear. We aren’t built to persist
with collectivism, not even when the opponent causes great suffering.


  


“Layoffs stuck at high level as 1.3 million seek jobless aid” via The
Associated Press — More than 1.3 million Americans applied for
unemployment benefits last week, a historically high pace that shows
that many employers are still laying people off in the face of a resurgent
coronavirus. The persistently elevated level of layoffs are occurring as a
spike in virus cases has forced six states to reverse their move to
reopen businesses. Those six, Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida,
Michigan and Texas, make up one-third of the U.S. economy. Fifteen
other states have suspended their reopenings. Collectively, the pullback
has stalled a tentative recovery in the job market and is likely triggering
additional layoffs. Thursday’s report from the Labor Department showed
that the number of applications for unemployment aid fell from 1.4


Corona economics
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million in the previous week.


A woman shops for clothing in a Gap store during the coronavirus pandemic, in
New York. The pandemic could be stalling out the U.S. economy. Image via AP.


“U.S. initial unemployment claims edged lower in latest week” via
Eric Morath of The Wall Street Journal — New applications for
unemployment benefits edged down last week and the number
receiving payments fell to the lowest level since mid-April, signs the
labor market is healing and so far not significantly affected by a rising
number of COVID-19 cases in several states. Initial unemployment
claims fell by a seasonally adjusted 99,000 to 1.3 million for the week
ended July 4, the Labor Department reported Thursday. That extends a
trend of gradual declines from a peak of 6.9 million in mid-March, when
the coronavirus pandemic and mandated business closures shut down
swathes of the U.S. economy.


“Jobless claims hit 50 million nationwide as Florida layoffs
decline” via Jay Cridlin of the Tampa Bay Times — Fifty million claims.
That’s the latest unemployment milestone surpassed by the American
workforce during the coronavirus pandemic, according to data released
by the U.S. Department of Labor on Thursday. Another 1.31 million
workers filed new unemployment claims for the week ending on
Independence Day. That’s a decrease of 7% from the previous week
that nevertheless brings the national total to 50.2 million, out of a
workforce of 164.5 million, since mid-March. In Florida, workers filed
67,070 new jobless claims — a 20.5% decrease from the week before,
and the state’s lowest overall number since the pandemic began. But
Florida this week hit another round number of its own, as state and
federal unemployment payouts passed the $9 billion mark.


“Are the million-dollar PPP loans some Palm Beach County golf
communities collected justified?” via Mike Diamond of The Palm
Beach Post — Six golf course communities are among the more than
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3,000 businesses in Palm Beach County that received Payroll
Protection Program loans through the Small Business Administration.
An analysis of the loans released this week by the SBA shows that the
six clubs may have received as much as $18 million. The SBA had
been sued by a number of newspaper organizations over the identity of
the loan recipients. When the applicants applied, they were told the
loans would be public record. The program was designed to keep
employees on the payroll. If employers do that and comply with the loan
conditions, the loans become grants and do not have to be repaid. The
SBA agreed to identify all recipients of loans in excess of $150,000 but
only provided ranges of funds received, refusing to reveal the exact
amount.


  


“Two COVID-19 ravaged churches take different recovery paths”
via David Crary and Luis Andres Henao of The Associated Press —
The paths of two New York City churches diverged this week, one
reopened and one stayed closed. But they have shared a tragic fate,
together losing at least 134 members of their mostly Hispanic
congregations to the coronavirus. Saint Bartholomew Roman Catholic
Church in Queens, where at least 74 parishioners have died from
COVID-19, on Monday hosted its first large-scale in-person services
since mid-March: an English-language midday Mass and a Spanish one
in the evening. At Saint Peter’s Lutheran Church in Manhattan, with a
death toll nearly as high, the pastors say it’s too risky to open any time
soon.


Parishioners attend Spanish-language Mass at Saint Bartholomew Roman
Catholic Church in the Queens borough of New York. Image via AP.


More corona
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“Retail workers are being pulled into the latest culture war: Getting
customers to wear masks” via Abha Bhattarai of The Washington
Post — Millions of retail and service workers have been pulled into the
front lines of a growing culture war between those who are willing to
wear masks and those who aren’t. Mixed messaging and politicization
have turned a public health safeguard into a lightning-rod issue. As a
result, workers have been berated, even assaulted, by aggressive anti-
maskers. As the pandemic intensifies, more states and cities are
mandating face coverings in public to slow the spread of the novel
coronavirus. The CDC, which originally downplayed the importance of
masks, now calls them “a critical preventive measure” and says they
should be worn in public.


“On some planes, empty rows while passengers crowd together”
via Elaine Glusac of The New York Times — After the coronavirus
pandemic hit, airlines vowed to bring social distancing to the air, even if
it wasn’t the full 6 feet recommended by the CDC, by reducing capacity
and blocking many middle seats. Now as air travel builds, freeing up
that kind of space is plainly at odds with the airlines’ profit motive, and
passengers are finding they may be confined to a cramped seat if they
don’t pay for a premium one, though American denies this is their
policy. Since April, American Airlines has capped capacity at 85%. As
of July 1, according to new guidelines, it began filling its planes.
Capacity flights now have the green light from American and United.
Both have announced they will inform travelers when their flights are
reaching capacity and allow passengers to rebook on less crowded
flights if available without penalty.


“Farm to parking lot to table: The pandemic is inspiring creative
efforts to get locally sourced food” via Heather Kelly of The
Washington Post — The pandemic has brought more attention to where
food comes from and the role of local providers. Farms are scrambling
to connect directly with customers, after a loss of business from
restaurants and with some even being pushed out of farmers markets
for social distancing reasons. Dairy farmers are delivering milk to
individual doorsteps again. Vegetable growers are distributing produce
from homes, and farmers market mainstays are doing preorders. A
seafood company is giving discounts to volunteers who handle fish
pickups.
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“Facebook’s own civil rights auditors say its policy decisions are a
‘tremendous setback’” via Elizabeth Dwoskin and Cat Zakrzewski of
The Washington Post — The civil rights auditors Facebook hired to
scrutinize its record delivered a long-awaited and scathing indictment of
the social media giant’s decisions to prioritize free speech above other
values, which they called a “tremendous setback” that opened the door
for abuse by politicians. The report criticized Facebook’s choice to
leave several posts by Trump untouched, including three in May that
the auditors said “clearly violated” the company’s policies prohibiting
voter suppression, hate speech and incitement of violence. The report
also found that Facebook provides a forum for white supremacy and
white nationalism.


Smoldering
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Ads for more than 400 brands including Coca-Cola and Starbucks vanished from
Facebook on July 1, after talks to avoid a boycott failed.


“Mayor helps paint ‘Black Lives Matter’ outside Trump Tower” via
Karen Matthews of The Associated Press — New York City Mayor Bill
de Blasio grabbed a roller to paint “Black Lives Matter” in front of the
namesake Manhattan tower of Trump, who tweeted last week that the
street mural would be “a symbol of hate.” De Blasio was flanked by his
wife, Chirlane McCray and the Rev. Sharpton as he helped paint the
racial justice rallying cry in giant yellow letters on Fifth Avenue in front
of Trump Tower. Activists watching chanted, “Whose streets? Our
streets!” The Mayor announced the plan to paint “Black Lives Matter” in
front of Trump Tower last month after earlier saying the slogan would
be painted on streets at several locations around the city.


“Fort Lauderdale chief ousted after criticizing victim and defending
officer misconduct” via Nicholas Nehamas and Sarah Blaskey of the
Miami Herald — Fort Lauderdale Police Chief Rick Maglione has been
removed from his position, nearly six weeks after a member of his
SWAT team shot a peaceful Black Lives Matter protester in the face
with a foam rubber bullet as other officers laughed and joked about
firing potentially lethal weapons at civilians. “The city manager made a
decision this morning to make a change in leadership,” Major Frank
Sousa said. “The chief is not relieved of duty. He will remain a member
of our organization in a position to be determined.” LaToya Ratlieff, the
protester who was shot in the face, spoke at a congressional
subcommittee briefing on police brutality late last month, bringing
national attention to her ordeal.


“Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office calls for rejection of Jacksonville
protesters’ lawsuit” via Andrew Pantazi of The Florida Times-Union —
The Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office said a federal judge should not put
restrictions on its ability to use force or arrest peaceful protesters in the
future, a response to a request made last month by arrested protesters.
District Judge Brian Davis, himself a former state prosecutor, has yet
to decide whether or not to enjoin the Sheriff’s Office. A hearing is
scheduled for next week. Individual officers sued for allegedly making
illegal arrests also filed a motion to dismiss against the lawsuit, arguing
that they had no reason to question orders given to them by their
superiors to make arrests and that there was probable cause for those
arrests, even if charges were later dropped. The protesters’ suit called
their arrests illegal and violent, pointing to a mountain of video footage
that showed police using aggressive tactics.


“St. Pete to repurpose new police officer funding for social
services response team” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics —
The St. Petersburg Police Department is abandoning plans to hire 25
new officers and using the funding instead to establish a dedicated
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response team for noncriminal calls for service. The new team will cost
$3.8 million. Most of that will be funded with a $3.1 million federal grant
that had been earmarked for new officers. The city will cover the rest of
the tab. The CAL team will consist of 18-20 mental health and social
service professionals to respond to calls related to mental health crises
or nonviolent family disputes, calls that under the city’s current law
enforcement structure, often lead to unnecessary Baker Acts or arrests.
“These are nonviolent calls,” Police Chief Anthony Holloway said.
“These are calls that people are asking for help.”


A protester holds up his hands in front of the St. Petersburg Police Department.
Image via AP.


“Police in St. Petersburg to step back from nonviolent emergency
calls” via Josh Solomon of the Tampa Bay Times — Amid national and
local calls for police reform, city and police leaders announced on
Thursday that some nonviolent calls to police will soon be handled by
social workers rather than uniformed officers. Social workers will
respond to calls in St. Petersburg about people who are intoxicated or
have overdosed, people who are in mental health crises or are suicidal,
homelessness, neighbor disputes and disorderly kids or truants. The
social workers will be in regular clothes and will not armed. The change,
which could go into effect by Oct. 1, comes after protesters have
assembled daily since May 31.
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“Supreme Court says Manhattan prosecutor may pursue Donald
Trump’s financial records, denies Congress access for now” via
Robert Barnes of The Washington Post — The Supreme Court rejected
Trump’s assertion that he enjoys absolute immunity from investigation
while in office, allowing a New York prosecutor to pursue a subpoena of
the president’s private and business financial records. In a separate
case, the court sent a fight over congressional subpoenas for the
material back to lower courts because of “significant separation of
powers concerns.” Since both cases involve more work at the lower
level, it seems unlikely the records would be available to the public
before the election. Both decisions saw a 7-2 vote. The court seemed to
avoid some tough questions in an attempt to achieve greater
agreement.


D.C. matters
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Donald Trump has to give up records to Manhattan prosecutors, but not
Congress.


“Trump reaches crunchtime to decide Roger Stone's fate” via Marc
Caputo of POLITICO — Stone is headed to prison next week unless
Trump intervenes. And a chorus of outside allies is pressing the
President to do just that — over the wishes of White House and
campaign aides who don’t like Stone and think Trump has nothing to
gain by helping him. Both camps expect Trump will at least split the
difference by commuting Stone’s sentence, according to interviews with
nine sources familiar with the discussions. A commutation would keep
Stone from behind bars without wiping his record clean. But Trump
being Trump, no one knows where he’ll land ahead of Stone’s Tuesday
commitment date.


“Why conservative justices are more likely to defect” via Adrian
Vermeule of The Washington Post — The end of a Supreme Court term
almost always sees one or more conservative justices vote to hand the
liberal justices a narrow but important victory. In case after case,
conservative swing justices appear irresistibly drawn to join the liberals.
Chief Justice John Roberts defected to strike down admitting-
privileges regulations for abortion providers and keep in place
protection for immigrants brought to this country as children. The chief
justice and Justice Neil Gorsuch joined their liberal colleagues to
create new anti-discrimination prohibitions for sexual orientation and
gender identity. One view is that conservative defections occur because
swing justices are not following the written law but their own personal
preferences or individual self-interest.


“Cuba broadcaster confronts budget calamity amid fight with
lawmakers” via Daniel Lippman of POLITICO — The U.S.
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government’s Cuba broadcasting office is quickly running out of money
and could be forced to furlough some of its employees and fire
contractors, according to three people familiar with the matter. The
office, which is responsible for beaming radio and television broadcasts
into communist-run Cuba, falls under the umbrella of the U.S. Agency
for Global Media. That agency is in turmoil over the recent arrival of
Michael Pack, a Steve Bannon ally. Pack, a veteran documentary
filmmaker whose films have appeared on PBS, said that it was
necessary to fire some of his new colleagues because it would better
help him reform the organization to align more clearly with its original
mission. Pack’s problems with the Hill compounded on July 1, when a
bipartisan group of seven U.S. Senators, led by Sen. Marco Rubio,
wrote a letter informing him they were planning on doing a “thorough
review” of the agency’s funding.


The U.S. government’s Cuba broadcasting office is running out of money after the
arrival of Michael Pack, a Donald Trump appointee.


“Joy Reid takes nightly anchor slot at MSNBC” via Michael M.
Grynbaum of The New York Times — Reid, who rose to television fame
as a sharp critic of Trump and commentator on liberal politics and race,
will become the host of a new nightly show on MSNBC, the network
announced, placing her among a handful of Black women to anchor an
American evening news program. Reid, who has hosted the MSNBC
weekend talk show “AM Joy” since 2016, will move to the 7 p.m. hour
on July 20. Her show, “The ReidOut,” succeeds “Hardball” and its host,
Chris Matthews, who was forced to resign in March after a series of
on-air gaffes and accusations of sexist behavior in the workplace.


  


“‘A $5 billion Band-Aid’: Community groups push back on Army
Corps plan for Miami-Dade” via Alex Harris of the Miami Herald — In


Statewide
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the past decade or so, the Miami-Dade area has come up with plenty of
ideas to address sea-level rise and storm surge flooding. None of them
involved a wall down the coast of the county until the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers unveiled its draft plan to protect the region. The $4.6
billion plan calls for 6 miles of walls along the coast, barriers at the
mouths of three waterways, planting mangroves in Cutler Bay and
elevating thousands of properties across the county. The potential for
billions of dollars of investment in Miami-Dade is welcome. But
residents and community groups are pushing back on parts of the plan
they see doing more harm than help.


“Deputy arrested and accused of claiming to work when he was at
home” via Eileen Kelley and Brooke Battinger of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — A Broward Sheriff’s Office deputy is accused of taking more
than $15,000 from taxpayers during the final four months of last year,
when he claimed to be working, but was really at home. Luis
Silberberg, who worked in the robbery unit, was suspended without
pay and arrested at the Sheriff’s Office on Thursday, charged with a
count each of grand theft, official misconduct and obtaining property
under $20,000 by fraud. Silberberg was hired in 2006. In 2019, his base
pay was $97,940. Last year, Silberberg also earned $47,342 in
overtime according to his personnel file. Silberberg had previously been
in trouble for abusing the Sheriff’s Office sick-pay policy.


Broward Sheriff Gregory Tony announces the arrest of a longtime deputy who
claimed to be working when he was home. Image via the South Florida Sun-


Sentinel.


“Who is Karen Dietrich, Fort Lauderdale’s new interim police
chief?” via Mario Ariza of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Dietrich,
50, was chosen by Fort Lauderdale City Manager Carl Lagerbloom to
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lead the department as interim chief after Lagerbloom asked former
chief Rick Maglione to step aside. Dietrich comes from a law
enforcement family. She is the daughter of a Miami police captain.
She’s married to a Fort Lauderdale police captain, Robert Dietrich. Her
sister-in-law, Maggie Dietrich, is a sergeant on the force. Her
biography says that she’s long been in charge of training both junior
and veteran officers on police tactics and procedures, and was the first
woman to become a motorcycle officer in the department’s history.


  


New and renewed lobbying registrations:


Jason Allison, Foley & Lardner: Guard911, Validas Corporation


Douglas Darling, DDarling Consulting: Microbemauraders


Jonathan Menendez, Kaleo Partners: Informatica, New Relic, UiPath


Richard Pinsky, Akerman: Element Fleet Leasing


Douglas Russell, D. Russell & Associates: Advanced Biomedical
Incorporated


Jonathan Setzer, Florida Alliance Consulting: alternative claims
management


Lobby regs


  


“Trump’s Tulsa rally, protests ‘more than likely’ linked to
coronavirus surge, health official says” via Allyson Chiu of The
Washington Post — The sight that greeted Trump when he took the


2020
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stage last month in Tulsa for his first political rally since the novel
coronavirus outbreak halted American life was one that health officials
and critics had worried about in the days leading up to the June 20
event. While the crowd of supporters inside the 19,000-seat indoor
arena was significantly smaller than expected, a majority of attendees
didn’t wear masks. Now, just over two weeks later, Tulsa County is
experiencing a surge of coronavirus cases, and a top local health
official has suggested Trump’s rally and other large events, including
protests, “more than likely” contributed to the recent spike.


Donald Trump's Tulsa rally could be responsible for a COVID-19 outbreak.


“What will Trump’s rally in New Hampshire be like? It’s anyone’s
guess” via Maggie Haberman and Annie Karni of The New York Times
— Three days before Trump’s latest rally, in a state that Hillary Clinton
narrowly won in 2016, the only thing that seems clear is that the
president’s team has no idea what to expect. Trump’s campaign is
planning an event at an airport hangar in Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
But the state’s Governor, Chris Sununu, a Republican, has said he will
not be attending. It isn’t clear how many other Republican elected
officials will come. The number of attendees could be low or it could be
expansive. Sununu, in particular, is threading a needle in a year when
he is up for reelection in a swing state, and has gotten praise for how
he has handled the coronavirus crisis.


“Trump will be in South Florida Friday. On the agenda: a $580,600-
per-couple Broward fundraiser” via Skyler Swisher of the South
Florida Sun-Sentinel — Trump will be in South Florida on Friday to
preview a counternarcotics operation in Doral and attend a high-dollar
fundraiser in Hillsboro Beach. Air Force One is due in the early
afternoon in Miami-Dade County and late in the afternoon in Broward
County, and traffic delays can be expected as the President travels via
motorcade. Trump will visit U.S. Southern Command, where he will get
a preview of an operation targeting drug trafficking in the Caribbean,
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White House officials say. In the tiny Broward County enclave of
Hillsboro Beach, Trump will mingle with donors at a pricey and private
fundraiser. The Washington Post, which obtained an invitation to the
event, reported it costs $580,600 per couple.


“Joe Biden releases U.S.-centered economic plan, challenging
Trump’s ‘America First’ agenda” via Sean Sullivan and Jeff Stein of
The Washington Post — Biden unveiled a proposal Thursday to spend
$700 billion on American products and research, challenging Trump’s
“America First” agenda with a competing brand of economic nationalism
and setting the stage for an election-year showdown over the country’s
financial future. The Biden campaign plan for manufacturing and
innovation aims to bring back jobs lost this year and create at least 5
million more with sweeping investments in domestic technology; reduce
dependence on foreign countries to supply critical goods; and
implement trade and tax policies that empower U.S. workers.


Joe Biden announced his ‘Buy American’ program.


“Biden hires new aides to boost outreach to people of color” via
Sean Sullivan of The Washington Post — Biden has hired a trio of
communications aides who will work to boost outreach to people of
color and add more diversity to his team, two areas where his campaign
has drawn criticism from allies. Pili Tobar has joined the campaign as
communications director for coalitions, Ramzey Smith is serving as
African American media director, and Jennifer Molina is Latino media
director. The new aides, all people of color, are part of a broader
strategy of engaging core constituencies not just “through one lens but
through every aspect of the campaign,” said Biden campaign manager
Jen O’Malley Dillon. The new aides will be part of the communications
team and will also work with the campaign’s coalitions department,
which is an initiative modeled on a unit in the Barack Obama 2012
campaign.
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“Ex-Bernie Sanders aides launch pro-Joe Biden ad targeting
Latino voters” via Holly Otterbein of POLITICO — A pair of super
PACs launched by top aides to Sanders’ 2020 campaign is rolling out
its first presidential campaign ad. The spot targets Latino voters and
attacks Trump over his handling of the COVID-19 pandemic. It is part of
a seven-figure buy that will appear on TV and digitally in Arizona,
Michigan and North Carolina, in Spanish as well as English. Operatives
are looking to persuade Sanders supporters, particularly Latino voters,
young people and progressives, to back Biden, the presumptive
Democratic nominee. Surveys have found that Biden is polling behind
Hillary Clinton's 2016 performance with Latino voters, even as Trump
has been in free-fall among many other voting blocs.


“Timothy Mellon Leads 2020 GOP donors, defends use of racial
stereotypes” via Bill Allison of Bloomberg Businessweek — Mellon,
the great-grandson of Mellon Bank founder Thomas Mellon and
grandson of Andrew Mellon, the U.S. Treasury secretary during the
initial years of the Great Depression, has given $30 million in this cycle
to super PACs backing Republican candidates. That includes $10
million, one of the year’s single biggest donations, to America First
Action, the group backing Trump’s reelection. Unlike better-known
donors, Mellon has largely avoided public prominence, spending much
of his time on his Wyoming ranch. He might have stayed out of view if it
weren’t for his use of racial stereotypes about Black Americans in his
2015 self-published autobiography.


“Elections offices start sending ballots amid rise in vote-by-mail
for Florida primary” via Erin Doherty of the Miami Herald — Elections
offices across Florida mailed out hundreds of thousands of ballots
Thursday, kicking off a five-week run to an Aug. 18 primary that is
expected to be dominated by mail-in voting amid the coronavirus
pandemic. With the first votes of the election already trickling in from
overseas, the Broward County Supervisor of Elections sent close to a
quarter-million ballots to domestic addresses through the U.S. Postal
Service. In Hillsborough County, another 290,000 ballots were sent in
the mail. Miami-Dade’s elections office plans to send approximately
334,000 mail ballots on July 16, the last day for supervisors to send out
their initial batches. The numbers all reflect increases from the primary
election in 2018.


“Elections supervisor confident despite early loss of 13 polling
places” via Wayne Washington of The Palm Beach Post — Palm
Beach County Elections Supervisor Wendy Sartory Link has seen
electoral horror shows play out in Wisconsin, Atlanta and South
Carolina, where voters waited in long lines for hours to cast primary
election ballots. Link, who is on the ballot herself in August, is
determined the problems that plagued those places will not happen
here. Already, officials in charge of 13 polling places, including
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churches and condo clubhouses, have said they no longer want their
facilities to serve as polling places in the August primary. Link is trying
to find new polling places, determining whether to add more precincts to
existing locations and hoping officials who control some of the 13
polling stations change their minds.


  


“Republicans look into holding their convention outdoors” via Josh
Dawsey of The Washington Post — The Republican convention in
Jacksonville, next month could be moved to an outdoor stadium as
cases of the novel coronavirus in the state increase, according to
several officials with knowledge of the plans. While no decision has
been made, Republican officials are studying two outdoor professional
sports stadiums near the VyStar Veterans Memorial Arena where the
convention is currently slated to be held. They are also looking more
broadly into the logistics of pulling off an outdoor convention. Trump
was recently briefed on the options of moving the convention away from
the indoor arena, officials said, and is expected to make a final decision
in upcoming days.


“Jacksonville’s urban neighborhoods seek financial bump from
RNC” via Drew Dixon of Florida Politics — While the Republican
National Convention remains trained on Jacksonville for Aug. 24-27,
some urban neighborhoods immediately surrounding downtown near
the convention venue are gearing up for a financial windfall when
thousands of GOP faithful arrive in town. “I do know some people who
had their properties listed [for tourist rentals who] already rented their
rooms beforehand,” said Kelly Rich, executive director for the
Springfield Preservation and Revitalization community development
organization in Jacksonville. Springfield is a historic neighborhood with
some 5,000 residents about 1 mile north of the VyStar Credit Union
Veterans Memorial Arena where the convention will take place as
Trump is formally nominated for another term as President.


Convention countdown


  


“Judson Sapp releases new ad in packed CD 3 primary” via Drew
Wilson of Florida Politics — Sapp is out with a new commercial in the
race to succeed Ted Yoho in Florida’s 3rd Congressional District.
Versions of the ad, titled “stand” will air on TV and radio. The video ad
opens by touting Sapp as a conservative, pro-choice business owner
who supports Trump. It then transitions from scenes of Sapp with his
family to clips of social unrest. “Like you, Judson Sapp is tired of liberal
political correctness and he’s had enough of rioters destroying small
businesses, defacing property and assaulting our law enforcement,” the
ad narrator says. “Judson Sapp will stand up to liberals, stop the


More from the trail
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lawlessness and support our President.” The ad drops less than six
weeks ahead of the Aug. 18 primary election, where Sapp will be one of
10 Republicans on the CD 3 ballot.


To watch the ad, click on the image below:


“Should Margaret Good really be trashing companies for taking
PPP loans?” via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — Good is
predictably attacking Vern Buchanan for the fact companies to which
he’s tied to applied for and received money through the Paycheck
Protection Program. Heaven forbid anyone working in a Buchanan car
dealership keep their jobs with the help of a federal program. But now it
turns out Good’s household benefited directly through the program as
well. Both Good and her husband, Richard, work for companies that
received big payouts from the coronavirus bailout. We already knew
Good was among several Southwest Florida lawmakers who work at
law firms that applied for and got big loans through PPP. She’s an
attorney at Matthews Eastmore, a Sarasota firm that banked between
$150,000-$300,000.


“Fred Hawkins picks up Florida Medical Association endorsement
in HD 42” via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics — The political arm of the
Florida Medical Association on Tuesday endorsed Republican Fred
Hawkins in the race to succeed Rep. Mike La Rosa in House District
42. “The FMA PAC is proud to endorse Osceola County Commissioner
Fred Hawkins in his campaign to represent House District 42 in the
Florida Legislature. His longtime civic and community service allows for
a seamless transition to address statewide issues and challenges in our
state Capitol,” said FMA PAC President Dr. Doug Murphy. Hawkins is
one of four Republicans running for the seat, which covers much of
Osceola County and a piece of northeastern Polk County.


—“Meet Julie Jenkins, a Democrat running for House District 60”
via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics
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—“Meet Elijah Manley, a Democrat running for House District 94”
via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


“Broward County Commissioner Nan Rich endorses Maureen
Porras in 105” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Rich, who also
served 12 years in the Florida Legislature, is backing Porras in the
House District 105 Democratic primary. “It takes a strong and thoughtful
leader to make a real difference and Maureen has the necessary skills,
experience, and background to represent us all in Tallahassee,” Rich
said. “She has shown a commitment to helping families and
understands the issues so many Floridians are facing. I am proud to
stand with Maureen Porras for District 105.” Rich’s tenure in the Florida
House ran from 2000-2004. She then moved over to the Senate,
serving eight years until being term-limited out of that body in 2012.


“State attorney candidate Monique Worrell gets boost from Kamala
Harris, John Legend — and Aramis Ayala” via Monivette Cordeiro of
the Orlando Sentinel — Worrell scored high-profile endorsements this
week from Harris and Legend in the race to replace the region’s top
prosecutor, and drew a statement of support from Ayala, who had
earlier endorsed one of Worrell’s opponents. Ayala backed her second-
in-command, Chief Assistant State Attorney Deborah Barra when
Barra launched her campaign more than a year ago. But in a Facebook
post on Wednesday, Ayala celebrated Legend endorsing Worrell,
saying she was “glad” the singer agreed with her. Worrell, the former
director of Ayala’s Conviction Integrity Unit, left the office in 2019 to
work as chief legal officer for Reform Alliance, a national criminal justice
reform organization.


Monique Worrell gets some very high-profile endorsements.
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“Former gubernatorial candidate Alex Sink endorses Daniella
Levine Cava for Miami-Dade County Mayor” via Ryan Nicol of Florida
Politics — Sink, the 2010 Democratic candidate for Governor, is
endorsing Levine Cava in the Miami-Dade County mayoral race. “My
first home in Florida was in Coconut Grove and I’ve never lost my love
for the community that is rich in cultural diversity,” Sink said. “I also saw
the complexity of managing a large county government like Miami-
Dade, which is why I know there is no one better equipped to lead it into
the future than Daniella Levine Cava.” Sink also served as the state’s
Chief Financial Officer after first winning election in 2006. She turned
that victory into a 2010 gubernatorial bid but narrowly lost to Republican
candidate Rick Scott.


  


“A President who makes us puke: Just like he was hired to do” via
John F. Harris of POLITICO — It is not intended as an insult to Trump
to observe that he is the political equivalent of ipecac syrup. Looked at
in a certain light, it is closer to a compliment. His supporters gave him
power in 2016 because they believed the body politic was beset with
toxins, an overdose of fecklessness and hypocrisy, and in need of a
purge. Trump vowed to channel the contempt his supporters felt toward
the established order and pledged plausibly to send the old order into a
state of convulsive disarray. If the promise of disruption, carried out in
language and gestures of pervasive contempt, was why he won the job,
then Trump is as entitled as any recent president to stand beneath a
“Mission Accomplished” banner.


Top opinion


  


“If we want to beat COVID-19, we need to get a lot better at
vaccinating people” via Anupam B. Jena and Christopher M.
Worsham of The Washington Post — While many of the challenges of
this pandemic are unique to the coronavirus that causes COVID-19,
one of them is not: rapidly administering a vaccine, should one become
available, to the entire population. We have some experience with a
challenge of this magnitude, given that the CDC recommends every
person older than six months receive the latest influenza vaccine. But
we have never come close to that recommended vaccination rate. The
CDC’s most recent estimates of vaccination rates in the 2018-2019
season are the highest on record, yet only 45.3% of adults and 62.6%
of children received vaccines. Fear of vaccination, fueled by inadequate
education, faulty research, and deliberate misinformation, is part of the
problem.


“Staycation” via Sergio Peçanha of The Washington Post — I miss
going somewhere, anywhere, far away. The packing and carrying stuff


Opinions
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to the airport and the long lines at the check-in, the frustration with the
check-in machine, the impatience of the airline helper guy, the
slowness of it all. And then the rush to the security line, the long, boring,
slow-moving security line and the big families with double strollers. How
is it possible that some people have so many kids and travel with them?
And the stupid taking off my shoes, and my belt, and the emptying of
my pockets, and the trashing of a perfectly fine water bottle, and the X-
ray puff followed by a security officer who looks bored by it all, too.


  


Florida Democrats are returning the interest-free loan they obtained
from the federal government under the Paycheck Protection Plan.
Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried says it wasn’t supposed to go to
political organizations like the Florida Democratic Party.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— On the other hand, several Republicans had no qualms about


Today's Sunrise
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applying for the federal loans, including the incoming president of the
Florida Senate, Wilton Simpson.


— As COVID-19 spiked over the past two weeks, Gov. DeSantis
responded by saying don't look at new cases … look at the small
number of fatalities compared to other states. Well, the Sunshine State
just set a record Thursday — 120 fatalities reported in a single day. It
puts Florida’s COVID-19 death toll is at least 4,111.


— Dr. Anthony Fauci says states with a serious COVID-19 problem
should consider shutting down again. Fauci insists he’s not picking on
Florida.


— U.S. Labor Secretary Scalia says the economy is coming back … but
not until kids are back in the classroom.


— An in-depth look at a new program to help feed Floridians in rural
areas who face all manner of financial hardships during the pandemic.


— And the latest with a Florida Woman — who is in jail for cooking a
snack … in the wrong kitchen.


To listen, click on the image below:


  


Dishonorable Mention: Rep. Chris Latvala, activist Becca Tieder,
Ernest Hooper and communications expert Dr. Karla Mastracchio
discuss politics and culture. Longtime friend UCFKent (Kent Mullens)
talks politics, Disney challenges and his friendship with Latvala. Is a
messy car a deal-breaker for a prospective date, and other inquiries
about early dating. They play their favorite game — we tell Mullens the
#1 song on his 14th birthday and he discusses his experiences at the
parks upon reopening.


Inside Florida Politics from GateHouse Florida: Even as Florida’s
coronavirus outbreak has reached alarming new levels, state leaders
are ordering every school in the state to reopen for the 2020-2021


Listen up
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school year. Reporters John Kennedy, Antonio Fins and Zac
Anderson discuss the reopening push, the ongoing debate about what
measures to take to contain the coronavirus in Florida as cases spike
and a shake-up within Trump's Florida campaign team.


podcastED: Step Up For Students President Doug Tuthill talks with
Tom Arnett, a senior research fellow in education for the Christensen
Institute whose work focuses on studying innovations that amplify
educator capacity, documenting barriers to K-12 innovation, and
identifying disruptive innovations in education. Tuthill and Arnett discuss
the future of public education and the various “blended learning” models
available for students today that leverage technology to customize
education based individual needs.


The New Abnormal from host Rick Wilson and Molly Jong-Fast:
Mary Trump legal battles against her uncle might seem like a fun little
political soap opera. It’s way more than that, Mary’s lawyer Ted
Boutrous explains. The attempt to stop her tell-all book before
publication — “I think it's really an effort to intimidate people from
speaking, to intimidate the press. But also, it's a political tool. It's a
fundraising tool. It seems to excite people who support Trump,” he tells
Jong-Fast and Wilson. The Beast’s Kate Briquelet — who has broken
some of the biggest stories about Jeffrey Epstein’s cabal — talks
about the arrest of Epstein ‘madam’ Ghislaine Maxwell. “There are
power players in New York,” she explains “who are very nervous that
Ghislaine is going to spill the secrets.” Does Trump know how to listen
to a podcast? Could Kanye West’s “run for President” could really,
really backfire? How is Ye like Vermin Supreme? And what the hell is
“the McKinsey of grift?”


  


Facing South Florida with Jim DeFede on CBS 4 in Miami: The
Sunday show provides viewers with an in-depth look at politics in South
Florida, along with other issues affecting the region.


Florida This Week on Tampa Bay’s WEDU: Moderator Rob Lorei
hosts a roundtable featuring Sen. Joe Gruters; Rep. Fentrice Driskell;
Dr. Jay Wolfson, Senior Associate Dean at Morsani College of
Medicine and Associate VP of USF Health and Tampa Bay Times
columnist-reporter John Romano.


In Focus with Allison Walker-Torres on Bay News 9: Remains on
hiatus due to coronavirus.


Political Connections on CF 13 in Orlando and Bay News 9 in
Tampa/St. Pete: Trump makes a stop in Florida as coronavirus cases
rise; an interview with presidential candidate Biden’s National press


Weekend TV
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secretary TJ Ducklo on policy and campaign plans; and U.S. Rep.
Michael Waltz will discuss the benefits of having the RNC in Florida.


The Usual Suspects on WCTV-Tallahassee/Thomasville (CBS) and
WJHG-Panama City (NBC): Host Gary Yordon talks with attorney
Sean Pittman and Leon County School Superintendent Rocky Hanna.


This Week in Jacksonville with Kent Justice on Channel 4 WJXT:
Waltz, St. Johns County School Board Chair Beverly Slough and
Michelle Cook, a former Atlantic Beach Police Chief and candidate for
Clay County Sheriff.


  Instagram of the day



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyoll-edrdjlhjd-nk/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyoll-edrdjlhjd-nk/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyoll-edrdjlhjd-nu/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyoll-edrdjlhjd-pl/





  


“Disney firing up ticket sales, hotel booking for 2020 again” via
Dewayne Bevil of the Orlando Sentinel — Walt Disney World will
resume selling theme-park tickets and making hotel reservations for
dates in 2020 as of Thursday, the resort announced Wednesday
evening. Disney had suspended these sales as it reset in preparation
for a phased reopening. Its first parks to reopen will be the Magic
Kingdom and Disney’s Animal Kingdom on Saturday. Disney’s
Hollywood Studios and Epcot will open Wednesday, July 15. The new
ticket sales also will be tied to Disney’s new park pass system. Visitors
must have made a reservation to go to a specific park on a specific
date, along with a ticket or annual pass, to get into the attraction.


Aloe
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Ahead of reopening this week, Walt Disney World fires up ticket sales, hotel
bookings.


“ACC expected to limit football schedule to only conference games
in 2020” via Curt Weiler of the Tallahassee Democrat — If the 2020
college football season happens, it's reportedly going to look a lot
different. This stems from a report by Brett McMurphy of Stadium that
the ACC is expected to follow suit with a few other major conferences
and play only conference games over its teams' 2020 football
schedules due to concern that remains surrounding the coronavirus.
The Big 10 became the first Power-Five conference to announce it
would be going to only conference games for the 2020 season in a
news release. A report followed shortly after the Big 10 news that the
Pac-12 is expected to follow suit and play only conference games.


  


Happy birthday to U.S. Rep. Brian Mast, former Sen. Rene Garcia,
former Rep. Gary Aubuchon, and Beth Gosnell.


Happy birthday



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-u-xkyoll-edrdjlhjd-r/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-e-xkyoll-edrdjlhjd-y/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyoll-edrdjlhjd-py/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyoll-edrdjlhjd-pj/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xkyoll-edrdjlhjd-pj/






From: Epstein, Samantha
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users
Subject: Select State-Supported COVID-19 Testing Sites to Offer Observed Self-Swab Testing for Symptomatic Individuals
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2020 11:23:42 AM


 


Banner


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE July 16, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


Select State-Supported COVID-19 Testing Sites to Offer Observed Self-Swab Testing for Symptomatic Individuals
~This pilot program will reduce wait time and expedite test results to symptomatic individuals~


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. –  Today, the Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) announced that four state-supported drive-thru COVID-19
testing sites will begin offering separate, observed self-swab lanes to symptomatic individuals to reduce wait time at testing sites and to expedite
their test results, beginning Friday, July 17.


This pilot program will begin at the following state-supported testing sites:


War Memorial Auditorium in Fort Lauderdale (Broward County)
Regency Square Mall (Duval County)
Orange County Convention Center (Orange County)
Hard Rock Stadium (Miami-Dade County)


While appointments are not necessary to be tested, individuals going to the Orange County Convention Center and the Regency Square Mall sites
can make an appointment at DoINeedACOVID19Test.com for their convenience. Appointments are not available at this time for self-swab testing at
the Hard Rock Stadium or the War Memorial Auditorium in Fort Lauderdale.


At the sites, symptomatic individuals will be directed to a separate lane for testing and will be provided an observed, self-swab test under the
supervision of a health care professional.


Observed self-swab tests will be offered to those 5 and older with symptoms of COVID-19. Results from the self-swab test will be sent to a separate
lab and will be available within 72 hours via e-mail. The Orange County Convention Center and the Hard Rock Stadium sites will be able to conduct
up to 500 self-swabbing tests per day, the War Memorial Auditorium site will be able to conduct up to 1,000 self-swabbing tests per day and the
Regency Square Mall site will be able to conduct up to 2,200 self-swabbing tests per day.


If the pilot program is successful, FDEM will expand this program to more state-run testing sites.


The state currently supports 50 COVID-testing sites across the state, with the capacity to conduct up to 29,000 tests per day. The state continues to
expand testing capacity, in addition to supporting county-run testing efforts, to ensure all Floridians are able to receive a COVID-19 test. To date,
state-supported testing sites has conducted more than 750,000 tests. A list of state-supported testing sites can be found here.


###
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From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: Tampa Bay Times Media Inquiry
Date: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 3:24:35 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Hi, Dr. Rolle,
 
Please see the proposed answers to the below questions sent by the Tampa Bay Times about
the RNC. I will send to ESF-14 after you make edits/approve 
 
Given the rise of COVID-19 cases in some places around the county, does the Florida
Department of Health think it's medically advisable for the RNC to host an event in a
"packed arena" in late August, as GOP Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel promised? Why or
why not?
The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will work with local officials, our central
office in Tallahassee and the CDC to ensure that proper precautions are taken to keep
Jacksonville residents and RNC attendees safe.
 
What sorts of checks or safety measures could the GOP/Trump Campaign put in to make
such an event safer? 
That will depend significantly on what the COVID-19 data will reveal in the upcoming months.
COVID-19 safety protocols can change daily, and standards could be different by August. The
Florida Department of Health in Duval County will support the city of Jacksonville in its efforts
to keep Jacksonville residents and RNC attendees safe and healthy by implementing current
CDC guidance.
 
To what extent has the Florida Department of Health been in contact with the GOP/Trump
campaign as it relates to these questions? 
Details of the plan are underway and will be shared with the public as the event approaches.
The Florida Department of Health’s mission is to protect, promote & improve the health of all
people in Florida through integrated state, county & community efforts; this will remain the
case throughout and well after the pandemic.
 
Is there empirical evidence that large indoor gatherings like this have been super spreader
events in Florida? 
Mass gatherings may increase the risk of spreading the disease; however, we do not have any
data at this time that specifically points to that as a contributing factor to current increases in
cases. 
 
Is there anything else the attending public or outside public needs to know about the
health picture associated with the August GOP Convention events in Jacksonville?
The Florida Department of Health in Duval County will continue to closely monitor state and
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local data to gain insight into trends and any other epidemiological information that will help
us better understand the COVID-19 virus. We will make informed decisions based on data in
order to keep the people of Jacksonville and attendees safe.
 
 
 


 


From: Kirby Wilson <kwilson@tampabay.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 1:36 PM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Tampa Bay Times media inquiry deadline end of day Wednesday
 
Samantha,
 
Thanks so much for talking on the phone just now. Here are my questions about the RNC plans
for Jacksonville:
 
-Given the rise of COVID-19 cases in some places around the county, does the Florida
Department of Health think it's medically advisable for the RNC to host an event in a "packed
arena" in late August, as GOP Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel promised? Why or why not?
-What sorts of checks or safety measures could the GOP/Trump Campaign put in to make such
an event safer? 
-To what extent has the Florida Department of Health been in contact with the GOP/Trump
campaign as it relates to these questions? 
-Is there empirical evidence that large indoor gatherings like this have been super spreader
events in Florida? 
-Is there anything else the attending public or outside public needs to know about the health
picture associated with the August GOP Convention events in Jacksonville?
 







Thanks in advance for your time and consideration. My deadline is the end of business
tomorrow, Wednesday.
 
Warm regards,
 


Kirby Wilson


Tampa Bay Times


C: (727) 417-2857


Twitter: @kirbywtweets








From: McManus, Richard
To: McManus, Richard
Subject: RNC IAP 7.18 - 7.24
Date: Sunday, July 19, 2020 11:33:32 AM
Attachments: IAP - 2020 RNC - 07.18.2020 - 07.24.2020.pdf


All,
 
Please see the attached IAP for the RNC operational period of 7.18 through 7.24
 
Thank you,
 
 
Captain R. Stephen McManus
City of Jacksonville Emergency Preparedness
rmcmanus@coj.net
904-463-1747
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Incident Name
CCOJ - 2020 - RNC



Operational Period
Date From  07/18/2020 
Time From  0600 



Date To  07/24/2020 
Time To  0600 



Approved by



Name Title Date/Time Approved



Steven Woodard
Emergency Preparedness
Division



07/18/2020 17:00:00 



Todd Smith (EPD) / Jake
Blanton (JFRD) / Brad Elias
(JFRD)



COMMAND 07/18/2020 17:00:00 



Andre Ayoub (JSO) / Bill
McConnell (ASM)



COMMAND 07/18/2020 17:00:00 



Incident Action Plan



07/18/2020 - 07/24/2020



Prepared by



Name  Stephen McManus Position/Title  PSC



Signature _________________________________ Date/Time  07/18/2020 13:48:25











Incident Objectives (ICS 202)



Incident Name
CCOJ - 2020 - RNC



Operational Period
Date From  07/18/2020 
Time From  0600 



Date To  07/24/2020 
Time To  0600 



Objective(s)



Establish a safe environment for all participants and responders with coordinated security zones for all event venues. 



Engage federal, state, local and mutual aid law enforcement, fire and rescue, hospital services, public health, and neighboring
jurisdictions to provide for public safety for the event. 



Manage the event using the Incident Command System (ICS) and National Incident Management System (NIMS) best practices. 



Establish and Maintain a strict credentialed process for all participants and responders to ensure access control at all venues
and security zones for the duration of the event. 



Implement traffic routes, transportation, crowd management, infrastructure protection, and citywide patrol response for the
duration of the event. 



Provide appropriate security and traffic escorts for any protected person or VIP that has a law enforcement protective detail as
directed by state or federal statute. 



Provide specialized tactical resources required to mitigate threats to the overall security of the event and movement of
protectees. 



Provide vetted and actionable intelligence information to unified area command and executive leadership for the duration of the
event and event planning process. 



Provide Fire and Rescue response, Hazardous Material response, Technical Rescue response, and Hospital coordination for all
event activities while maintaining citywide response capabilities. 



Operational Period Command Emphasis



Statement about In-Person Meetings from Dr. Brad Elias (JFRD Medical Director) 



During these COVID-19 times, we should optimize our use of teleconferencing. When a face to face meeting is required, these
following steps should be adhered to for maximum safety per CDC Guidelines. 



• Attendees must undergo a screening checklist and temperature check. Those with answers out of range on the screening
form or with temperatures 100.4 and greater will not be permitted to attend the meeting. 



• If you are sick, do not attend the meeting. Sickness includes but is not limited to fevers, cough, shortness of breath, body
aches, loss of sense of smell and taste, sore throat, and fatigue. 



• Use of a face covering mask is required during the meeting. The mask should be worn properly, covering the nose and the
mouth. 



• Maintain a social distance of at least 6 feet from others, 2 arm lengths apart. Avoid activities such as handshaking, gathering
and having conversations at close distance. 



• Avoid touching your face and use hand sanitizers frequently. 



General Situational Awareness (Weather, General Safety Message)



Site Safety Plan Required?



  Yes    No 



   Approved Site Safety Plan(s) Located At:



Incident Action Plan (the items checked below are included in this Incident Action Plan)



 ICS 200  ICS 205A  ICS 211p-OS



 ICS 201  ICS 206  ICS 215



 ICS 202  ICS 207  ICS 215A



 ICS 203  ICS 208  ICS 220



 ICS 204  ICS 209  ICS 230



 ICS 205  ICS 211e-OS



Prepared by



Name  Stephen McManus Position/Title  PSC



Signature  _____________________________________ Date/Time   07/18/2020 16:26:52











Organization Assignment List (ICS 203)



Incident Name
CCOJ - 2020 - RNC



Operational Period
Date From  07/18/2020 
Time From  0600 



Date To  07/24/2020 
Time To  0600 



Incident Commander(s) and Command Staff



IC/UCs
T. Smith (EPD); J. Blanton
(JFRD); A. Ayoub (JSO)



 
B. McConnell (ASM) / Dr. B.
Elias (JFRD) 



  



Deputy
M. Lesniak (JFRD) / C. Cowan
(JSO) / J. Short (JSO)



Safety Officer



Public Info. Officer
N. Kimbleton (COJ) / T. Kinstle
(JFRD) / M. Zarka (JSO) / D.
Cawton (JTA)



Liason Officer



S. Riska (JFRD) / L. Schmitt
(JSO) / D. Lewis (JSO) / A.
McElroy (JEA) / C. Geraci
(JTA) / M. Ervanian (EPD) / M.
Kuhn (DOT)



Agency/Organization Representatives



Agency/Organization Name



COJ 
Mayor Lenny Curry / Sheriff
Mike Williams 



EXECUTIVE GROUP 



B. Hughes (COJ) / Dr. C.
Moreland (COJ) / P. Ivey (JSO)
/ K. Powers (JFRD) / S.
Woodard (EPD) 



Agency Administrators 



J. Elsbury (COJ) / S. Burch
(COJ) / J. Pappas (COJ) / D.
Castleman (JFRD) / N. Burgos
(JSO)/ M. Bruno (JSO) / B.
Todd (JTA) / P. McElroy (JEA) 



Legal Advisors 
J. Gabriel (OGC) / M. O'Keefe
(SAO) / (US Attorney's Office) 



Intel / DHS / USSS / FBI 
D. Tuten (JSO) / S. Hall
(JFRD) 



Public Health S. Courson (FDOH) 



Planning Section



Chief
S. McManus (JFRD) / J.
Pendley (JSO)



Deputy
T.J. Smith (EPD) / S. Robb
(JSO)



Resources Unit
R.M. Silcox(JSO) / M. Von Eiff
(JSO)



Situation Unit
Noah Ray (EPD) / Shannon
Nelson (EPD)



Documentation Unit Jackie Keen (JSO)



Demobilization Unit S. Allen (JSO)



Technical Specialists Al Sandrik (NWS)



  



  



  



Logistics Section



Chief
Brian Peterson (EPD) / D.
O'Neal (JSO)



Deputy S. Miller (JFRD) / T. Cox (JSO)



Support Branch



Director



Operations Section



Chief
Refer to 204s for OPSC
positions



Deputy



  



Staging Area



JFRD



Branch Director Mike Lesniak



Deputy



JFRD OPERATIONS Mike Lesniak



JSO



Branch Director Andre Ayoub



Deputy



HLS OPERATIONS Jackson Short



JSO CORRECTIONS
Warren Calloway / Joshua
Benoit



PATROL OPERATIONS Cary J. Cowan / Jaime Eason



Air Operations Branch



Air Ops Branch Dir.



  



  



Finance/Administration Section



Chief
J. Greive (COJ) / B. Clements
(COJ) / A. Mitchell (JFRD) / C.
Davis (JFRD)



Deputy



Time Unit



Procurement Unit Gregory Pease (COJ)



Comp/Claims Unit



Cost Unit











Supply Unit



Facilities Unit



Ground Support Unit Cody Hellum (EPD)



Service Branch



Director



Communications Unit Steve Hayner (COJ)



Medical Unit Eric Mitchell (JFRD)



Food Unit



Prepared by



Name  Stephen McManus Position/Title  PSC



Signature  _____________________________________ Date/Time  07/18/2020 08:47:23











Assignment List (ICS 204)



Incident Name
CCOJ - 2020 - RNC



Operational Period
Date From  07/18/2020 
Time From  0600 



Date To  07/24/2020 
Time To  0600 



Branch Division/Group Staging Area



JFRD JFRD OPERATIONS



Operations Personnel Name Contact-Number(s)



Operations Section Chief: Refer to 204s for OPSC positions



Branch Director: Mike Lesniak



Division/Group Supervisor: Mike Lesniak



Resources Assigned



Resource
Identifier



Leader
# of
Persons



Contact (e.g., phone,
pager, radio frequency,
etc.)



Reporting Location, Special Equipment
and Supplies, Remarks, Notes,
Information



FIRE T. Barrow 1



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



EMS T. Eaton 1



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



SPECIAL
OPERATIONS



G. Kuehner 1



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



HAZMAT D. Squires 1



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



FIRE MARSHAL K. Jones 1



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Work Assignments



Special Instructions



Report to AC for and report any injuries or illnesses to ASO R. Reichard



Communications (radio and/or phone contact numbers needed for this assignment)



Name Function Primary Contact (indicate cell, pager, or radio)



Map / Image



Prepared by



Name  Mike Lesniak Position/Title  Area Command



Signature _____________________________________ Date/Time  07/18/2020 14:48:01











Assignment List (ICS 204)



Incident Name
CCOJ - 2020 - RNC



Operational Period
Date From  07/18/2020 
Time From  0600 



Date To  07/24/2020 
Time To  0600 



Branch Division/Group Staging Area



JSO HLS OPERATIONS



Operations Personnel Name Contact-Number(s)



Operations Section Chief: Refer to 204s for OPSC positions



Branch Director: Andre Ayoub 904-832-3178



Division/Group Supervisor: Jackson Short 904-333-5532



Resources Assigned



Resource
Identifier



Leader
# of
Persons



Contact (e.g., phone,
pager, radio frequency,
etc.)



Reporting Location, Special Equipment
and Supplies, Remarks, Notes,
Information



Dignitary / VIP S. Gallaher TBD N/A



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Explosive Devices C. King TBD 904-237-4746



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Tactical F. Alicea III TBD 904-362-1636



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Marine Security M. Mitaly TBD 904-553-9219



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Airport / UAS-UAV D. Anderson Jr. TBD 904-509-2909



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Crisis
Management



S. Dingee TBD 904-625-2944



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Safety Officer R. Adams TBD N/A
Performed duties as HLS Operations
Safety Officer.



Work Assignments



TBD



Special Instructions



TBD



Communications (radio and/or phone contact numbers needed for this assignment)



Name Function Primary Contact (indicate cell, pager, or radio)



Map / Image



Prepared by



Name  G. Pangelinan Position/Title  JSO EPU



Signature _____________________________________ Date/Time  07/10/2020 10:54:03











Assignment List (ICS 204)



Incident Name
CCOJ - 2020 - RNC



Operational Period
Date From  07/18/2020 
Time From  0600 



Date To  07/24/2020 
Time To  0600 



Branch Division/Group Staging Area



JSO JSO CORRECTIONS



Operations Personnel Name Contact-Number(s)



Operations Section Chief: Refer to 204s for OPSC positions



Branch Director: Andre Ayoub 904-832-3178



Division/Group Supervisor: Warren Calloway / Joshua Benoit
904-832-3858 / 904-832-
4134



Resources Assigned



Resource
Identifier



Leader
# of
Persons



Contact (e.g., phone,
pager, radio frequency,
etc.)



Reporting Location, Special Equipment
and Supplies, Remarks, Notes,
Information



Arrestee
Tansport



K. Krause TBD 904-521-4430



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Intake/Release C. Keith TBD 904-334-6779



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Medical K. Paschal TBD 904-294-5462



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Alternative
Housing



M. Mitchell TBD 904-705-2171



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Facility Security K. Pike TBD 904-258-3513



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Safety Officer J. Verwey II TBD 904-719-3784
Perform duties as JSO Corrections Safety
Officer.



Work Assignments



TBD



Special Instructions



TBD



Communications (radio and/or phone contact numbers needed for this assignment)



Name Function Primary Contact (indicate cell, pager, or radio)



Map / Image



Prepared by



Name  G. Pangelinan Position/Title  JSO EPU



Signature _____________________________________ Date/Time  07/10/2020 18:42:40











Assignment List (ICS 204)



Incident Name
CCOJ - 2020 - RNC



Operational Period
Date From  07/18/2020 
Time From  0600 



Date To  07/24/2020 
Time To  0600 



Branch Division/Group Staging Area



JSO PATROL OPERATIONS



Operations Personnel Name Contact-Number(s)



Operations Section Chief: Refer to 204s for OPSC positions



Branch Director: Andre Ayoub 904-832-3178



Division/Group Supervisor: Cary J. Cowan / Jaime Eason 904-945-5921 / 904-759-8634



Resources Assigned



Resource
Identifier



Leader
# of
Persons



Contact (e.g., phone,
pager, radio frequency,
etc.)



Reporting Location, Special Equipment
and Supplies, Remarks, Notes,
Information



Crowd
Management



J. Judge / E.
Kenny / W. Janes



TBD
904-424-4187 / 904-626-5431
/ 904-537-1576



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Infrastructure
A. Parker / K.
Lamb



TBD TBD



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Venues J. York TBD TBD



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Traffic Routes
J. White / B.
Gidcumb



TBD TBD



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Hotels M. Dorner TBD TBD



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Community
Liaison



L. Burton TBD 904-885-0646



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



FLNG B. Cooper TBD 813-388-0980



Report to Deputy Area Commander and
follow your tactical action plan as required.
Report any injuries or illnesses to the
Safety Officer.



Safety Officer B. Baker TBD 904-982-7735
Perform duties as Patrol Operations Safety
Officer.



Work Assignments



TBD



Special Instructions



TBD



Communications (radio and/or phone contact numbers needed for this assignment)



Name Function Primary Contact (indicate cell, pager, or radio)



Map / Image



Prepared by



Name  G. Pangelinan Position/Title  JSO EPU



Signature _____________________________________ Date/Time  07/10/2020 11:07:51











 



Incident Name: RNC 2020 JFRD Response 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
                 
 
 
 



Incident Type: Convention 
Incident Location: Jacksonville, Florida 



Operational Period: 11th JULY – 17th JULY, 2020 
0600 - 0600 



 
 
 
 











 INCIDENT OBJECTIVES (ICS 202) 



1. Incident Name:  RNC 2020 JFRD 
Response 



2. Operational Period: Date From:  07/11/2020   Date To:  07/17/2020 
 Time From:  0600         Time To:  0600 



3. Objective(s): 



 Provide for the safety, security, health, and welfare for all responders and attendees.  



 



 Provide fire/rescue response, hazardous material response, technical rescue response, and hospital 
coordination for all event activities while maintaining adequate citywide response capabilities. 



 



 Provide specialized tactical resources for emergency medical, fire, technical rescue and hazmat responses. 



 



 Support federal, state, local and mutual aid law enforcement, hospital services, public health and neighboring 
jurisdictions to provide for public safety for the 2020 Republican National Convention. 



 



 Establish and maintain communications with all stake holders before and during the event as well as post event 
activities, including during demobilization. 



 



 Prepare and continually reevaluate availability of resources from within the State of Florida as well as EMAC 
and Federal assets. 



 



 Maintain the approved credentialing process for all attendees and public safety responders. 



 



4. Operational Period Command Emphasis: 



 



Safety and security of all responders is the main priority. 



While performing your assigned tasks; stay aware of immediate surroundings and maintain your post positions. All unit 
leaders shall maintain accountability of their resources and insure reliable communication is maintained at all times. 



General Situational Awareness 



 



5. Site Safety Plan Required?  Yes   No  



Approved Site Safety Plan(s) Located at:   



6. Incident Action Plan (the items checked below are included in this Incident Action Plan): 



 ICS 203  ICS 207 Other Attachments: 



 ICS 204  ICS 208    



 ICS 205  Map/Chart    



 ICS 205A  Weather Forecast/Tides/Currents    



 ICS 206      



7. Prepared by:  Name:  R. Lewis Position/Title:  Planning Section Chief     Signature:    



8. Approved by Incident Commander:  Name:  Michael Lesniak  Signature:    



ICS 202 IAP Page __1___ Date/Time:  07/10/2020 1700  











ORGANIZATION ASSIGNMENT LIST (ICS 203) 



1. Incident Name:  RNC 2020 JFRD 
Response 



2. Operational Period: Date From:  07/11/2020    Date To:  07/17/2020 
 Time From:  0600             Time To:  0600 



3. Incident Commander(s) and Command Staff:  



UC Jake Blanton Branch Fire 



IC Michael Lesniak Supervisor Trace Barrow 



Safety Officer Richard Reichard Assistant  



Public Info. Officer  Exterior Arena  



Liaison Officer Philip Hagan (Hospitals) Ext. Prime Osborn  



Intel Officer  Branch EMS 



J.I.C. Officer  Supervisor Terry Eaton 



4. Agency/Organization Representatives: Assistant Chris Perrotta 



Agency/Organization Name Arena Complex Jonna White 



  Downtown Complex  



  HHS  



  Sports Complex  



  Transport Brian Marx 



  Veterinary Care Gene Eckels 



  Wellness Complex Erika McManus 



5. Planning Section: Branch HAZMAT 



Chief Roger Lewis Supervisor David Squires 



Deputy  Assistant Gene Klingbeil 



Resources Unit  HazMat Response Team 1 Kevin Blackburn / Jeff Campbell  



Situation Unit  HazMat Response Team 2 Chris Lewis / Donnie Hardin 



Documentation Unit  JHAT Steven Breckenridge 



Demobilization Unit  Marine Joey Craven 



Technical Specialists  Branch SPECOPS 



  Supervisor Gary Kuehner 



  Spec. Response Team 1 Mark Roberts 



  Spec. Response Team 2 Colin Aguilar 



6. Logistics Section: Spec. Response Team 3 TBD 



Chief Jeremy Cooke Branch Fire Marshall 



Deputy  Supervisor Kevin Jones 



Director    



Communications Unit    



Medical Unit    



Food Unit    



7. Operations Section: 8. Finance/Administration Section: 



Chief Trace Barrow Chief April Mitchell Cindy Davis 



Deputy  Time Unit  



Staging Area  Procurement Unit  



  Comp/Claims Unit  



  Cost Unit  



9. Prepared by:  Name:  R. Lewis Position/Title: Planning Section Chief     Signature:    



ICS 203 IAP Page __2___ Date/Time:  07/10/2020 1400  











ASSIGNMENT LIST (ICS 204) 



1. Incident Name: RNC 2020 
JFRD Response 



 



2. Operational Period:  
Date From:  07/11/2020 Date To: 07/17/2020  
Time From:  0600 Time To:  0600 



3.  



Branch: FIRE 1 



Division: 1 



Group: 11 



4. Operations Personnel: Name Contact Number(s) 



 Operations Section Chief: Trace Barrow  



 Branch Director: Trace Barrow  



Division/Group Supervisor:   



5. Resources Assigned: 



 #
 o



f 
 



 P
e
rs



o
n
s
 



Contact (e.g., phone, pager, radio 
frequency, etc.) 



Reporting Location, 
Special Equipment and 
Supplies, Remarks, Notes, 
Information Resource Identifier Leader 



Exterior Arena TBD TBD TBD 



Report to your Group Supervisor 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Exterior Prime 
Osborn 



TBD TBD TBD 



Report to your Group Supervisor 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



     



     



     



     



6. Work Assignments: 
 



7. Special Instructions: 
 



8. Communications (radio and/or phone contact numbers needed for this assignment): 



Name/Function  Primary Contact:  indicate cell, pager, or radio (frequency/system/channel)  



 /    



 /    



 /    



 /    



9. Prepared by:  Name: R. Lewis   Position/Title: Planning Section Chief  Signature:    



ICS 204 IAP Page __3___ Date/Time:  07/10/2020 1400  



 











ASSIGNMENT LIST (ICS 204) 



1. Incident Name: RNC 2020 
JFRD Response 



 



2. Operational Period:  
Date From:  07/11/2020 Date To:  07/17/2020 
Time From:  0600 Time To:  0600 



3.  



Branch: EMS 1 



Division: 1 



Group: 1 



4. Operations Personnel: Name Contact Number(s) 



 Operations Section Chief: Trace Barrow  



 Branch Director: Terry Eaton  



Division/Group Supervisor:   



5. Resources Assigned: 



 #
 o



f 
 



 P
e
rs



o
n
s
 



Contact (e.g., phone, pager, radio 
frequency, etc.) 



Reporting Location, 
Special Equipment and 
Supplies, Remarks, Notes, 
Information Resource Identifier Leader 



Arena Complex Jonna White TBD TBD 



Report to your Division Supervisor 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Downtown Complex TBD TBD TBD 



Report to your Division Supervisor 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



HHS TBD TBD TBD 



Report to your Group Supervisor 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Sports Complex TBD TBD TBD 



Report to your Division Supervisor 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Transport Brian Marx TBD TBD 



Report to your Group Supervisor 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Veterinary Care Gene Eckels TBD TBD 



Report to your Group Supervisor 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Wellness Complex Erika McManus TBD TBD 



Report to your Division Supervisor 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



6. Work Assignments: 
 











7. Special Instructions: 
 



8. Communications (radio and/or phone contact numbers needed for this assignment): 



Name/Function  Primary Contact:  indicate cell, pager, or radio (frequency/system/channel)  



 /    



 /    



 /    



 /    



9. Prepared by:  Name:  R. Lewis  Position/Title: Planning Section Chief   Signature:    



ICS 204 IAP Page __4___ Date/Time:  07/10/2020 1400  



 











ASSIGNMENT LIST (ICS 204) 



1. Incident Name: RNC 2020 
JFRD Response 



 



2. Operational Period:  
Date From:  07/11/2020 Date To:  07/17/2020 
Time From:  0600 Time To:  0600 



3.  



Branch: HAZMAT 1 



Division: 1 



Group: 11 



4. Operations Personnel: Name Contact Number(s) 



 Operations Section Chief: Trace Barrow  



 Branch Director: David Squires  



Division/Group Supervisor:   



5. Resources Assigned: 



 #
 o



f 
 



 P
e
rs



o
n
s
 



Contact (e.g., phone, pager, radio 
frequency, etc.) 



Reporting Location, 
Special Equipment and 
Supplies, Remarks, Notes, 
Information Resource Identifier Leader 



HazMat Response 
Team 1 (HRT-1) 



Kevin Blackburn / 
Jeff Campbell  



TBD TBD 



Report to your Group Supervisor 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required. 
 
Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



HazMat Response 
Team 1 (HRT-2) 



Chris Lewis / 
Donnie Hardin 



TBD TBD 



Report to your Group Supervisor 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



JHAT 
Steven 



Breckenridge 
TBD TBD 



Report to your Group Supervisor 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Marine Joey Craven TBD TBD 



Report to your Group Supervisor 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



6. Work Assignments: 
 



7. Special Instructions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8. Communications (radio and/or phone contact numbers needed for this assignment): 



Name/Function  Primary Contact:  indicate cell, pager, or radio (frequency/system/channel)  



 /    



 /    



 /    



 /    



9. Prepared by:  Name: R. Lewis   Position/Title:  Planning Section Chief  Signature:    



ICS 204 IAP Page __5___ Date/Time:  07/10/2020 1400  











ASSIGNMENT LIST (ICS 204) 



1. Incident Name: RNC 2020 
JFRD Response 



 



2. Operational Period:  
Date From:  07/11/2020 Date To:  07/17/2020 
Time From:  0600 Time To:  0600 



3.  



Branch: SPECOPS 1 



Division: 1 
Group:  



4. Operations Personnel: Name Contact Number(s) 



 Operations Section Chief: Trace Barrow  



 Branch Director: Gary Kuehner  



Division/Group Supervisor:   



5. Resources Assigned: 



 #
 o



f 
 



 P
e
rs



o
n
s
 



Contact (e.g., phone, pager, radio 
frequency, etc.) 



Reporting Location, 
Special Equipment and 
Supplies, Remarks, Notes, 
Information Resource Identifier Leader 



SPEC. RESPONSE 
TEAMS 1  (SRT-1) 



MARK ROBERTS 1 TBD 



Report to AREA COMMAND 1 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



SPEC. RESPONSE 
TEAMS 2  (SRT-2) 



COLIN AGUILAR 1 TBD 



Report to AREA COMMAND 4 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



SPEC. RESPONSE 
TEAMS 3  (SRT-3) 



TBD 1 
TBD 



 



Report to INTERIOR PERIMETER 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  Report any injuries 
or illnesses to the Safety Officer. 



REACT 1 AUSTIN GAMBILL 6 TBD 



Report to SRT-1 and follow your 
tactical action plan as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer 



REACT 2 ADAM DIXON 6 TBD 



Report to SRT-1 and follow your 
tactical action plan as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer.  



REACT 3 REVIS COLTRANE 6 TBD 



Report to SRT-2 and follow your 
tactical action plan as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer 



REACT 4 JOSH MONTORO 6 TBD 



Report to SRT-2 and follow your 
tactical action plan as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer 



REACT 5 JUSTIN SMITH 6 TBD 



Report to SRT-3 and follow your 
tactical action plan as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer 



REACT 6 TYSON BISHOP 6 TBD 



Report to SRT-3 and follow your 
tactical action plan as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer 











6. Work Assignments: 
 Special Operations Teams “1” will coordinate with Area Command 1 and REACT Team 1 & 2. 
 Special Operations Teams “2” will coordinate with Area Command 4 and REACT Team 3 & 4. 
 Special Operations Teams “1” will coordinate with Interior Perimeter Command and REACT Team 5 & 6. 
 REACT Team “1” will stage within Area Command 1, this team will standby for rapid deployment as determined 



by “SRT 1” 
 REACT Team “2” will stage within Area Command 1, this team will standby for rapid deployment as determined 



by “SRT 1” 
 REACT Team “3” will stage within Area Command 4, this team will standby for rapid deployment as determined 



by “SRT 2” 
 REACT Team “4” will stage within Area Command 4, this team will standby for rapid deployment as determined 



by “SRT 2” 
 REACT Team “5” will stage within INTERIOR PERIMETER, this team will standby for rapid deployment as 



determined by “SRT 3” 
 REACT Team “6” will stage within INTERIOR PERIMETER, this team will standby for rapid deployment as 



determined by “SRT 3” 



7. Special Instructions: 
 
There will be overlapping daylight and night shift. 



8. Communications (radio and/or phone contact numbers needed for this assignment): 



Name/Function  Primary Contact:  indicate cell, pager, or radio (frequency/system/channel)  



 /    



 /    



 /    



 /    



9. Prepared by:  Name: R. Lewis   Position/Title: Planning Section Chief  Signature:    



ICS 204 IAP Page __6___ Date/Time:  07/10/2020 1400  



 











ASSIGNMENT LIST (ICS 204) 



1. Incident Name: RNC 2020 
JFRD Response 



 



2. Operational Period:  
Date From:  07/11/2020 Date To:  07/17/2020 
Time From:  0600 Time To:  0600 



3.  
Branch: FIRE MARSHALL 



Division: 1 
Group:  4. Operations Personnel: Name Contact Number(s) 



 Operations Section Chief: Trace Barrow  



 Branch Director: Kevin Jones  



Division/Group Supervisor:   



5. Resources Assigned: 



 #
 o



f 
 



 P
e
rs



o
n
s
 



Contact (e.g., phone, pager, radio 
frequency, etc.) 



Reporting Location, 
Special Equipment and 
Supplies, Remarks, Notes, 
Information Resource Identifier Leader 



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



6. Work Assignments: 
 



7. Special Instructions: 
 



8. Communications (radio and/or phone contact numbers needed for this assignment): 



Name/Function  Primary Contact:  indicate cell, pager, or radio (frequency/system/channel)  



 /    



 /    



 /    



 /    



9. Prepared by:  Name:  R. Lewis  Position/Title: Planning Section Chief  Signature:    



ICS 204 IAP Page __7___ Date/Time:  07/10/2020 1400  
 











 



MEDICAL PLAN (ICS 206) 



1. Incident Name:  RNC 2020 JFRD 
Response 



2. Operational Period: Date From: 07/11/2020     Date To: 07/17/2020 
 Time From: 0600          Time To:  0600 



3. Medical Aid Stations: 



Name Location 
Contact 



Number(s)/Frequency 
Paramedics  



on Site? 



    Yes   No 



    Yes   No 



    Yes   No 



    Yes   No 



    Yes   No 



    Yes   No 



4. Transportation (indicate air or ground): 



Ambulance Service Location 
Contact 



Number(s)/Frequency Level of Service 



JFRD Multiple locations 911  ALS   BLS 



    ALS   BLS 



5. Hospitals: 



Hospital Name 



Address, 
Latitude & Longitude 



if Helipad 



Contact 
Number(s)/ 
Frequency 



Travel Time 
Trauma 
Center 



Burn 
Center Helipad Air Ground 



Baptist Medical 800 Prudential Dr, 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 



30.18°N, 81.66°W 



904-202-2000 4 min. 8 min. 
 Yes 
Level:____ 



 Yes 
 No 



 Yes 
 No 



UF Health 655 West 8th Street · 
Jacksonville, FL 32209 



30.35°N, 81.66°W 



904-244-0411 5 min. 9 min. 
 Yes 
Level:    I 



 Yes 
 No 



 Yes 
 No 



Memorial 3625 University Blvd S, 
Jacksonville, FL 32216 



30.29°N, 81.60°W 



904-702-6111 6 min. 11 min. 
 Yes 
Level:   II 



 Yes 
 No 



 Yes 
 No 



St. Vincent’s 
Riverside 



1 Shircliff Way, 
Jacksonville, FL 32204 



30.30°N, 81.69°W 



(904) 308-7300 6 min. 12 min. 
 Yes 
Level:_____ 



 Yes 
 No 



 Yes 
 No 



6. Special Medical Emergency Procedures: 
 



 Request appropriate resources to mitigate the emergency for proper treatment and transfer 
 Report all injuries or illness to the Group Supervisor and ensure the Safety Officer is notified 
 Any injury that requires off-site treatment the IC must be notified immediately. 



  Check box if aviation assets are utilized for rescue.  If assets are used, coordinate with Air Operations. 



7. Prepared by (Medical Unit Leader):  Name:  Roger Lewis  Signature:    



8. Approved by (Safety Officer):  Name:  Richard Reichard  Signature:    



ICS 206 IAP Page __8___ Date/Time:  07/10/2020 1400  











 



3. Organization Chart 



INCIDENT ORGANIZATION CHART (ICS 207) 



1. Incident Name: RNC 2020 JFRD Response 
 



2. Operational Period: Date From:  07/11/2020      Date To:  07/17/2020 
 Time From:  0600         Time To:  0600 



 



 



ICS 207 IAP Page _9_ 4. Prepared by:  Name: R. Lewis       Position/Title:  PSC       Signature:         Date/Time:07/10/2020 1400    











 



SAFETY MESSAGE/PLAN (ICS 208) 



1. Incident Name:  RNC 2020 JFRD 
Response 



2. Operational Period: Date From: 07/11/2020    Date To:  07/17/2020 
 Time From:  0600         Time To:  0600 



3. Safety Message/Expanded Safety Message, Safety Plan, Site Safety Plan: 



 



This event has a large geographical foot print. The safety concerns involve personal safety, traffic safety, accountability, and major 
hazards/risks: 



 



1) Safety and Accountability: 



Be mindful of the Span of Control 



Follow local departments SOG/SOPs and safety procedures 



Wear high visibility vests in traffic areas 



 



2) Communications: 



Take the time to learn the proper channels and phone numbers prior to showing up for duty 



Know the proper contacts for your group and the procedure for an emergency situation 



Remember you will be working with other agencies 



Have a hard copy of important numbers and channels (take a picture of the list with your phone) 



 



3) Special Hazards: 



Do not approach any unattended / strange packages 



Notify Supervisor immediately 



*Consult with HazMat Teams onsite 



 



4) Egress/Ingress: 



Have a hard copy on hand of the perimeter/layout  



Entrances / Exits 



Know the area layout prior to showing up for duty 



Be mindful of any special areas: Law Enforcement / Fire Rescue / coordinating agencies / etc. 



 



5) Weather: 



Potential for extreme heat 



Pay attention to ever changing conditions/Thunderstorms/Lighting 



Help each other remember to stay hydrated  



Be familiar with safe areas 



 



6) Situational Awareness: 



Be aware of your surroundings 



If you see something that looks out of place report it 



Be on the lookout for protests and large groups of people 



 



Narrative: 



This large scale event has the potential to stretch our resources to the max. The potential exists for protests and large crowds, spread 
over a large geographic area. It’s vital for everyone to use the buddy system and operate in teams. DO NOT go into an area with the 
potential of becoming unsafe without law enforcement protection and stay in constant communication with your team members. Make 
sure personnel report to work with the proper type and amount of safety equipment. Maintain SITUATIONAL AWARENESS at all times. 



4. Site Safety Plan Required?  Yes   No  



Approved Site Safety Plan(s) Located At:   



5. Prepared by:  Name:  Richard Reichard  Position/Title:  Safety Officer Signature:    



ICS 208 IAP Page __10___ Date/Time:  07/10/2020 1400  



 











 



 



Incident Name: RNC 2020 JFRD Response 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
                 
 
 
 



Incident Type: Convention 
Incident Location: Jacksonville, Florida 



Operational Period: 18th JULY – 24th JULY, 2020 
0600 - 0600 



 
 
 
 











 



 INCIDENT OBJECTIVES (ICS 202) 



1. Incident Name:  RNC 2020 JFRD 
Response 



2. Operational Period: Date From:  07/18/2020   Date To:  07/24/2020 
 Time From:  0600         Time To:  0600 



3. Objective(s): 



 Provide for the safety, security, health, and welfare for all responders and attendees.  



 



 Provide fire/rescue response, hazardous material response, technical rescue response, specialized tactical 
resources and hospital coordination for all event activities while maintaining adequate citywide response 
capabilities. 



 



 Support federal, state, local and mutual aid law enforcement, hospital services, public health and neighboring 
jurisdictions to provide for public safety for the 2020 Republican National Convention. 



 



 Establish and maintain communications with all stake holders before and during the event as well as post event 
activities, including during demobilization. 



 



 Prepare and continually reevaluate availability of resources from within the State of Florida as well as EMAC 
and Federal assets. 



 



 Maintain the approved credentialing process for all attendees and public safety responders. 



 



4. Operational Period Command Emphasis: 



 



Safety and security of all responders is the main priority. 



While performing your assigned tasks; stay aware of immediate surroundings and maintain your post positions. All unit 
leaders shall maintain accountability of their resources and insure reliable communication is maintained at all times. 



General Situational Awareness 



 



5. Site Safety Plan Required?  Yes   No  



Approved Site Safety Plan(s) Located at:   



6. Incident Action Plan (the items checked below are included in this Incident Action Plan): 



 ICS 203  ICS 207 Other Attachments: 



 ICS 204  ICS 208    



 ICS 205  Map/Chart    



 ICS 205A  Weather Forecast/Tides/Currents    



 ICS 206      



7. Prepared by:  Name:  R. Lewis Position/Title:  Planning Section Chief     Signature:    



8. Approved by Incident Commander:  Name:  Michael Lesniak  Signature:    
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ORGANIZATION ASSIGNMENT LIST (ICS 203) 



1. Incident Name:  RNC 2020 JFRD 
Response 



2. Operational Period: Date From:  07/18/2020    Date To:  07/24/2020 
 Time From:  0600             Time To:  0600 



3. Incident Commander(s) and Command Staff:  



UC Jake Blanton Branch Fire 



IC Michael Lesniak Supervisor Trace Barrow 



Safety Officer Richard Reichard Complex Command 1 TBD 



Public Info. Officer  Complex Command 4 TBD 



Liaison Officer Philip Hagan (Hospitals) Interior Perimeter TBD 



Intel Officer  Marine Andrew Harrold 



J.I.C. Officer  Branch EMS 



  Supervisor Terry Eaton 



4. Agency/Organization Representatives: Assistant Chris Perrotta 



Agency/Organization Name Arena Complex Jonna White 



  Downtown Complex TBD 



  HHS TBD 



  Sports Complex TBD 



  Transport Jimmy Snyder 



  Veterinary Care Gene Eckels 



  Wellness Complex Erika McManus 



5. Planning Section: Branch HAZMAT 



Chief Roger Lewis Supervisor David Squires 



Deputy  Assistant Gene Klingbeil 



Resources Unit  FBI Hazmat Liaison Jeff Campbell / Brian Kernohan 



Situation Unit  FLASH Team  Steven Breckenridge 



Documentation Unit  HazMat Response Team 1 Kevin Blackburn / TBD 



Demobilization Unit  HazMat Response Team 2 Chris Lewis / Donnie Hardin 



Technical Specialists  JHAT Steven Breckenridge 



  Marine Joey Craven 



  Branch SPECOPS 



  Supervisor Gary Kuehner 



6. Logistics Section: Spec. Response Team 1 Mark Roberts 



Chief Jeremy Cooke Spec. Response Team 2 Colin Aguilar 



Deputy  Spec. Response Team 3 TBD 



Director  Branch Fire Marshall 



Communications Unit  Supervisor Kevin Jones 



Medical Unit    



Food Unit    



7. Operations Section: 8. Finance/Administration Section: 



Chief Trace Barrow Chief April Mitchell Cindy Davis 



Deputy  Time Unit  



Staging Area  Procurement Unit  



  Comp/Claims Unit  



  Cost Unit  



9. Prepared by:  Name:  R. Lewis Position/Title: Planning Section Chief     Signature:    
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ASSIGNMENT LIST (ICS 204) 



1. Incident Name: RNC 2020 
JFRD Response 



 



2. Operational Period:  



Date From:  07/18/2020 Date To: 07/24/2020  
Time From:  0600 Time To:  0600 



3.  



Branch: FIRE 1 



Division: 1 



Group: 11 



4. Operations Personnel: Name Contact Number(s) 



 Operations Section Chief: Trace Barrow  



 Branch Director: Trace Barrow  



Division/Group Supervisor:   



5. Resources Assigned: 



 #
 o



f 
 



 P
e
rs



o
n
s
 



Contact (e.g., phone, pager, radio 
frequency, etc.) 



Reporting Location, 
Special Equipment and 
Supplies, Remarks, Notes, 
Information Resource Identifier Leader 



Complex Command 
1 



TBD 14 TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Complex Command 
4 



TBD 14 TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Interior Perimeter TBD 14 TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Marine Andrew Harrold 6 TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Staging TBD 1 TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



6. Work Assignments: 
 











 



7. Special Instructions: 
 



8. Communications (radio and/or phone contact numbers needed for this assignment): 



Name/Function         Primary Contact:  indicate cell, pager, or radio (frequency/system/channel) 



Fire 1 (F1) / Complex Command 1  B13  



Fire 4 (F4) / Complex Command 4                                                                                                              



Secure Zone Ops / Interior Perimeter      A5  



 / Marine      A10                                                                 



 / Staging      B15  



9. Prepared by:  Name: R. Lewis   Position/Title: Planning Section Chief  Signature:    
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ASSIGNMENT LIST (ICS 204) 



1. Incident Name: RNC 2020 
JFRD Response 



 



2. Operational Period:  



Date From:  07/18/2020 Date To:  07/24/2020 
Time From:  0600 Time To:  0600 



3.  



Branch: EMS 1 



Division: 1 



Group: 1 



4. Operations Personnel: Name Contact Number(s) 



 Operations Section Chief: Trace Barrow  



 Branch Director: Terry Eaton  



Division/Group Supervisor:   



5. Resources Assigned: 



 #
 o



f 
 



 P
e
rs



o
n
s
 



Contact (e.g., phone, pager, radio 
frequency, etc.) 



Reporting Location, 
Special Equipment and 
Supplies, Remarks, Notes, 
Information Resource Identifier Leader 



Arena Complex Jonna White TBD TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Downtown Complex TBD TBD TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



HHS TBD TBD TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Sports Complex TBD TBD TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Transport Brian Marx TBD TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Veterinary Care Gene Eckels TBD TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Wellness Complex Erika McManus TBD TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



6. Work Assignments: 
 











 



7. Special Instructions: 
 



8. Communications (radio and/or phone contact numbers needed for this assignment): 



Name/Function  Primary Contact:  indicate cell, pager, or radio (frequency/system/channel)  



 /    



 /    



 /    



 /    



9. Prepared by:  Name:  R. Lewis  Position/Title: Planning Section Chief   Signature:    
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ASSIGNMENT LIST (ICS 204) 



1. Incident Name: RNC 2020 
JFRD Response 



 



2. Operational Period:  



Date From:  07/18/2020 Date To:  07/24/2020 
Time From:  0600 Time To:  0600 



3.  



Branch: HAZMAT 1 



Division: 1 



Group: 11 



4. Operations Personnel: Name Contact Number(s) 



 Operations Section Chief: Trace Barrow  



 Branch Director: David Squires  



Division/Group Supervisor:   



5. Resources Assigned: 



 #
 o



f 
 



 P
e
rs



o
n
s
 



Contact (e.g., phone, pager, radio 
frequency, etc.) 



Reporting Location, 
Special Equipment and 
Supplies, Remarks, Notes, 
Information Resource Identifier Leader 



FBI Hazmat Liaison 
Jeff Cambell / Brian 



Kernohan 
TBD TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required. 
 
Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



FLASH Team 
Steven 



Breckenridge 
TBD TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required. 
 
Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



HazMat Response 
Team 1 (HRT-1) 



Kevin Blackburn /  
TBD 



TBD TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required. 
 
Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



HazMat Response 
Team 1 (HRT-2) 



Chris Lewis / 
Donnie Hardin 



TBD TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



JHAT 
Steven 



Breckenridge 
TBD TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



Marine Joey Craven TBD TBD 



Report to your Branch Director 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



6. Work Assignments: 
 











 



7. Special Instructions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8. Communications (radio and/or phone contact numbers needed for this assignment): 



Name/Function  Primary Contact:  indicate cell, pager, or radio (frequency/system/channel)  



 / JHAT  NIMS Channel  



 /    



 /    



 /    



9. Prepared by:  Name: R. Lewis   Position/Title:  Planning Section Chief  Signature:    
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ASSIGNMENT LIST (ICS 204) 



1. Incident Name: RNC 2020 
JFRD Response 



 



2. Operational Period:  



Date From:  07/18/2020 Date To:  07/24/2020 
Time From:  0600 Time To:  0600 



3.  



Branch: SPECOPS 1 



Division: 1 
Group:  



4. Operations Personnel: Name Contact Number(s) 



 Operations Section Chief: Trace Barrow  



 Branch Director: Gary Kuehner  



Division/Group Supervisor:   



5. Resources Assigned: 



 #
 o



f 
 



 P
e
rs



o
n
s
 



Contact (e.g., phone, pager, radio 
frequency, etc.) 



Reporting Location, 
Special Equipment and 
Supplies, Remarks, Notes, 
Information Resource Identifier Leader 



SPEC. RESPONSE 
TEAMS 1  (SRT-1) 



MARK ROBERTS 1 TBD 



Report to COMPLEX COMMAND 
1 and follow your tactical action 
plan as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



SPEC. RESPONSE 
TEAMS 2  (SRT-2) 



COLIN AGUILAR 1 TBD 



Report to COMPLEX COMMAND 
4 and follow your tactical action 
plan as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer. 



SPEC. RESPONSE 
TEAMS 3  (SRT-3) 



TBD 1 
TBD 



 



Report to INTERIOR PERIMETER 
and follow your tactical action plan 
as required.  Report any injuries 
or illnesses to the Safety Officer. 



REACT 1 AUSTIN GAMBILL 6 TBD 



Report to SRT-1 and follow your 
tactical action plan as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer 



REACT 2 ADAM DIXON 6 TBD 



Report to SRT-1 and follow your 
tactical action plan as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer.  



REACT 3 REVIS COLTRANE 6 TBD 



Report to SRT-2 and follow your 
tactical action plan as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer 



REACT 4 JOSH MONTORO 6 TBD 



Report to SRT-2 and follow your 
tactical action plan as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer 



REACT 5 JUSTIN SMITH 6 TBD 



Report to SRT-3 and follow your 
tactical action plan as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer 



REACT 6 TYSON BISHOP 6 TBD 



Report to SRT-3 and follow your 
tactical action plan as required.  



Report any injuries or illnesses to 
the Safety Officer 











 



6. Work Assignments: 



 Special Operations Teams “1” will coordinate with Complex Command 1 and REACT Team 1 & 2. 



 Special Operations Teams “2” will coordinate with Complex Command 4 and REACT Team 3 & 4. 



 Special Operations Teams “1” will coordinate with Interior Perimeter Command and REACT Team 5 & 6. 



 REACT Team “1” will stage within Complex Command 1, this team will standby for rapid deployment as 
determined by “SRT 1” 



 REACT Team “2” will stage within Complex Command 1, this team will standby for rapid deployment as 
determined by “SRT 1” 



 REACT Team “3” will stage within Complex Command 4, this team will standby for rapid deployment as 
determined by “SRT 2” 



 REACT Team “4” will stage within Complex Command 4, this team will standby for rapid deployment as 
determined by “SRT 2” 



 REACT Team “5” will stage within INTERIOR PERIMETER, this team will standby for rapid deployment as 
determined by “SRT 3” 



 REACT Team “6” will stage within INTERIOR PERIMETER, this team will standby for rapid deployment as 
determined by “SRT 3” 



7. Special Instructions: 
 
There will be overlapping daylight and night shift. 



8. Communications (radio and/or phone contact numbers needed for this assignment): 



Name/Function  Primary Contact:  indicate cell, pager, or radio (frequency/system/channel)  



 /    



 /    



 /    



 /    



9. Prepared by:  Name: R. Lewis   Position/Title: Planning Section Chief  Signature:    
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ASSIGNMENT LIST (ICS 204) 



1. Incident Name: RNC 2020 
JFRD Response 



 



2. Operational Period:  



Date From:  07/18/2020 Date To:  07/24/2020 
Time From:  0600 Time To:  0600 



3.  
Branch: FIRE MARSHALL 



Division: 1 
Group:  4. Operations Personnel: Name Contact Number(s) 



 Operations Section Chief: Trace Barrow  



 Branch Director: Kevin Jones  



Division/Group Supervisor:   



5. Resources Assigned: 



 #
 o



f 
 



 P
e
rs



o
n
s
 



Contact (e.g., phone, pager, radio 
frequency, etc.) 



Reporting Location, 
Special Equipment and 
Supplies, Remarks, Notes, 
Information Resource Identifier Leader 



TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD 



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



     



6. Work Assignments: 
 



7. Special Instructions: 
 



8. Communications (radio and/or phone contact numbers needed for this assignment): 



Name/Function  Primary Contact:  indicate cell, pager, or radio (frequency/system/channel)  



 /    



 /    



 /    



 /    



9. Prepared by:  Name:  R. Lewis  Position/Title: Planning Section Chief  Signature:    
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 MEDICAL PLAN (ICS 206) 



1. Incident Name:  RNC 2020 JFRD 
Response 



2. Operational Period: Date From: 07/18/2020     Date To: 07/24/2020 
 Time From: 0600          Time To:  0600 



3. Medical Aid Stations: 



Name Location 
Contact 



Number(s)/Frequency 
Paramedics  



on Site? 



    Yes   No 



    Yes   No 



    Yes   No 



    Yes   No 



    Yes   No 



    Yes   No 



4. Transportation (indicate air or ground): 



Ambulance Service Location 
Contact 



Number(s)/Frequency Level of Service 



JFRD Multiple locations 911  ALS   BLS 



    ALS   BLS 



5. Hospitals: 



Hospital Name 



Address, 
Latitude & Longitude 



if Helipad 



Contact 
Number(s)/ 
Frequency 



Travel Time 
Trauma 
Center 



Burn 
Center Helipad Air Ground 



Baptist Medical 800 Prudential Dr, 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 



30.18°N, 81.66°W 



904-202-2000 4 min. 8 min. 
 Yes 
Level:____ 



 Yes 
 No 



 Yes 
 No 



UF Health 655 West 8th Street · 
Jacksonville, FL 32209 



30.35°N, 81.66°W 



904-244-0411 5 min. 9 min. 
 Yes 
Level:    I 



 Yes 
 No 



 Yes 
 No 



Memorial 3625 University Blvd S, 
Jacksonville, FL 32216 



30.29°N, 81.60°W 



904-702-6111 6 min. 11 min. 
 Yes 
Level:   II 



 Yes 
 No 



 Yes 
 No 



St. Vincent’s 
Riverside 



1 Shircliff Way, 
Jacksonville, FL 32204 



30.30°N, 81.69°W 



(904) 308-7300 6 min. 12 min. 
 Yes 
Level:_____ 



 Yes 
 No 



 Yes 
 No 



6. Special Medical Emergency Procedures: 
 



 Request appropriate resources to mitigate the emergency for proper treatment and transfer 



 Report all injuries or illness to the Group Supervisor and ensure the Safety Officer is notified 



 Any injury that requires off-site treatment the IC must be notified immediately. 



  Check box if aviation assets are utilized for rescue.  If assets are used, coordinate with Air Operations. 



7. Prepared by (Medical Unit Leader):  Name:  Roger Lewis  Signature:    



8. Approved by (Safety Officer):  Name:  Richard Reichard  Signature:    
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3. Organization Chart 



INCIDENT ORGANIZATION CHART (ICS 207) 



1. Incident Name: RNC 2020 JFRD Response 
 



2. Operational Period: Date From:  07/18/2020      Date To:  07/24/2020 
 Time From:  0600         Time To:  0600 
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SAFETY MESSAGE/PLAN (ICS 208) 



1. Incident Name:  RNC 2020 JFRD 
Response 



2. Operational Period: Date From: 07/18/2020    Date To:  07/24/2020 
 Time From:  0600         Time To:  0600 



3. Safety Message/Expanded Safety Message, Safety Plan, Site Safety Plan: 



 



This event has a large geographical foot print. The safety concerns involve personal safety, traffic safety, accountability, and major 
hazards/risks: 



 



1) Safety and Accountability: 



Be mindful of the Span of Control 



Follow local departments SOG/SOPs and safety procedures 



Wear high visibility vests in traffic areas 



 



2) Communications: 



Take the time to learn the proper channels and phone numbers prior to showing up for duty 



Know the proper contacts for your group and the procedure for an emergency situation 



Remember you will be working with other agencies 



Have a hard copy of important numbers and channels (take a picture of the list with your phone) 



 



3) Special Hazards: 



Adhere to policies and procedures as it relates to social distancing/COVID-19 



Maintain a safe distance from all K9/Service animals 



Do not approach any unattended / strange packages 



Notify Supervisor immediately 



*Consult with HazMat Teams onsite 



 



4) Egress/Ingress: 



Have a hard copy on hand of the perimeter/layout  



Entrances / Exits 



Know the area layout prior to showing up for duty 



Be mindful of any special areas: Law Enforcement / Fire Rescue / coordinating agencies / etc. 



 



5) Weather: 



Potential for extreme heat 



Pay attention to ever changing conditions/Thunderstorms/Lighting 



Help each other remember to stay hydrated  



Be familiar with safe areas 



 



6) Situational Awareness: 



Be aware of your surroundings 



If you see something that looks out of place report it 



Be on the lookout for protests and large groups of people 



 



Narrative: 



This large scale event has the potential to stretch our resources to the max. The potential exists for protests and large crowds, spread 
over a large geographic area. It’s vital for everyone to use the buddy system and operate in teams. DO NOT go into an area with the 
potential of becoming unsafe without law enforcement protection and stay in constant communication with your team members. Make 
sure personnel report to work with the proper type and amount of safety equipment. Maintain SITUATIONAL AWARENESS at all times. 



4. Site Safety Plan Required?  Yes   No  



Approved Site Safety Plan(s) Located At:   



5. Prepared by:  Name:  Richard Reichard  Position/Title:  Safety Officer Signature:    
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.10.20 — Burnin’ today: DeSantis, Edwards,


Floyd, Trump, Moody, Curry
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 4:02:19 AM


As Michelle and I drive our daughter around the Southeastern United
States in an RV, I can barely manage, we’ve followed along with the
growing unrest in cities with some of the darkest histories of slavery.


We’re having a blast showing Ella Joyce an inspiring countryside, but
are at a loss over how to describe the deeply divided history of sites
that hold a grim place in American history and represent a painful past
for our African American brothers and sisters.


That our nation has been forced (rightly) to confront its ongoing
institutional racism over the past two weeks only makes those
conversations more difficult.



mailto:peterschorsch@floridapolitics.com

mailto:pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhrvkt-edrdjlhjd-j/





The take-away for us is simple: “Mr. DeSantis, tear down this statue.”


We’re talking about the one plopped onto the Florida Capitol lawn in
1923 that still stands today in commemoration of a vile time. It was
erected to honor “the heroic patriotism of the men of Leon County who
perished in the Civil War of 1861—1865.”


It is about time that the Confederate statue in front of the Old Capitol Building
comes down. Image via Florida Memory.


But debates about Confederate statues aside, the battles listed on the
monument are anything but, as Kevin Cate articulately points out in
this column. One, in particular, the battle of Olustee, was one of the
Civil War’s most notorious massacres in which historical record
suggests Confederate soldiers didn’t pursue fleeing Union troops
because they were “too busy shooting n*****s.”


Now we’re finding ourselves trying to explain the confederate flag and
all it represents to a little girl beaming with life, love and innocence.


When we explain slavery and its context in the Civil War, her face
immediately shows the alienness of concepts she clearly finds
abhorrent. She doesn’t, nor do we want her to, understand why anyone
would want to own another person. Moreover, she doesn’t understand
why one set of people could be considered better than another or why
anyone would fight over it.


Hatred is learned, not born.



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhrvkt-edrdjlhjd-t/

https://medium.com/@KevinCate/the-fake-history-sad-of-florida-capitols-confederate-monument-e9f7b18b0503

https://medium.com/@KevinCate/the-fake-history-sad-of-florida-capitols-confederate-monument-e9f7b18b0503





Add to that what we’re seeing in the news day after day in the George
Floyd protests — the blatant displays of implicit bias — the callous
disregard by some that black lives don’t matter because all lives matter,
and the fallacy that represents.


You can do this, Governor. Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry had a
confederate monument removed in his city overnight Monday despite
his previous reluctance to do so. He admitted he had “evolved” on the
issue.


His bold move, reversing course at great political risk among his
conservative base, shows clearly, it’s never too late to change your
mind and right the wrongs of the past.


With the Capitol monument’s dark history, it’s a no-brainer. We haven’t
heard much from DeSantis on this issue, but the issues of today
present a straightforward way for him to express himself.


___


U.S. Sugar is sending Eric Edwards back to Tallahassee.


The Clewiston-based company announced this week that Edwards had
been promoted to vice president of state government affairs. Edwards,
a Clewiston native, had previously served as assistant vice president
for governmental affairs.


“While it is bittersweet to move my family from our Clewiston home,
we’re excited to return to Tallahassee and help promote issues that will
improve our state, our farming communities, and our ability to provide
good jobs and produce safe, locally grown food in Florida,” Edwards
said.







Congratulations to Eric Edwards of U.S. Sugar, who is returning to Tallahassee as
vice president of state government affairs.


The new role will see him move to the state’s capital city and focus on
state legislative issues full time. He will continue to report to Robert
Coker, U.S. Sugar Senior Vice President for Public Affairs.


“We are proud of the work Eric Edwards has done to advocate
statewide for our more than 2,500 employees, and his new role reflects
our continued commitment to providing a strong voice for Florida’s
farmers, farming issues and rural communities,” Coker said.


“I have no doubt that he will serve as an effective champion for the
people of our company, our rural community and all areas of Florida
agriculture.”


Edwards is no stranger to Tallahassee. Prior to joining U.S. Sugar in
2016, he spent 10 years working in the state House and Senate,
including working as the chief legislative aide to former Senate
President Don Gaetz.


When U.S. Sugar brought him on, Gaetz commented that he “has a
better understanding of the legislative process and how things get done
in Tallahassee than almost anyone I know. He has served the Senate
with distinction.”


  


PGA Tour resumes with Charles Schwab Challenge in Fort Worth — 1;
Last day of state candidate qualifying — 2; “Devolution: A Firsthand
Account of the Rainier Sasquatch Massacre” by Max Brooks release


Days until



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhrvkt-edrdjlhjd-i/





— 6; Belmont Stakes rescheduled — 10; Father’s Day — 11; Apple to
hold Developer Conference — 12; NBA training camp — 20; “The
Outpost” with Orlando Bloom and Scott Eastwood premieres — 23;
NBA teams travel to Orlando — 27; Disney World Magic Kingdom &
Animal Kingdom to reopen — 31; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood
Studios to reopen — 35; Federal taxes due — 35; Christopher Nolan’s
“Tenet” premieres — 37; “Mulan” premieres — 44; TED conference
rescheduled — 45; NBA season restart in Orlando — 51; Democratic
National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 68; Florida primaries for
2020 state legislative/congressional races — 69; NBA draft lottery —
74; Indy 500 rescheduled — 74; Republican National Convention
begins in Charlotte — 77; Rev. Al Sharpton’s D.C. March — 79; “A
Quiet Place Part II” premieres — 86; Rescheduled running of the
Kentucky Derby — 87; Rescheduled date for French Open — 104; First
presidential debate in Indiana — 112; Preakness Stakes rescheduled
— 115; First vice presidential debate at the University of Utah — 122;
NBA season ends (last possible date) — 124; Second presidential
debate scheduled at the University of Michigan — 127; NBA draft —
127; Wes Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 128; NBA
free agency — 130; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 136; 2020
General Election — 147; “Black Widow” premieres — 150; NBA 2020-
21 training camp — 153; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 160;
“No Time to Die” premieres — 167; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 174;
“Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 216; Super Bowl LV in Tampa —
242; New start date for 2021 Olympics — 408; “Jungle Cruise”
premieres — 417; “Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres —
513; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 611; “Doctor Strange in
the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 653; “Black Panther 2”
premieres — 695; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel
premieres — 849.







  


“'He is going to change the world’: Funeral held for George Floyd”
via Juan A. Lozano, Nomaan Merchant and Adam Geller of The
Associated Press — Floyd was lovingly remembered Tuesday as “Big
Floyd,” a father and brother, athlete and neighborhood mentor, and now
a catalyst for change, at a funeral for the black man whose death has
sparked a global reckoning over police brutality and racial prejudice.
More than 500 mourners wearing masks against the coronavirus
packed a Houston church a little more than two weeks after Floyd’s
death. The funeral capped six days of mourning for Floyd in three cities:
Raeford, North Carolina, near where he was born., Houston, where he
grew up, and Minneapolis, where he died.


America smoldering
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Mourners pass by the casket of George Floyd during a public visitation for Floyd
at the Fountain of Praise Church in Houston. Image via AP.


“Big majorities support protests over Floyd killing and say police
need to change, poll finds” via Scott Clement and Dan Balz of The
Washington Post — Americans overwhelmingly support the nationwide
protests that have taken place since the killing of Floyd at the hands of
police in Minneapolis, and they say police forces have not done enough
to ensure that blacks are treated equally to whites. President Donald
Trump receives negative marks for his handling of the protests, with 61
percent saying they disapprove and 35 percent saying they approve.
Much of the opposition to Trump is vehement, as 47 percent of
Americans say they strongly disapprove of the way the president has
responded to the protests.


“GOP struggles with message amid national debate over police
and racial justice” via David Nakamura and Ashley Parker of The
Washington Post — Amid a public backlash over the militarized federal
response to mass protests, Trump is seeking to turn the national
movement for racial justice into a debate over law and order, presenting
Democrats as inflaming chaos in American cities. However, the GOP
isn’t adhering to this message. Texas Republican leaders shared racist
social media posts. A Trump campaign adviser promoted a viral video
of a violent man spewing a racial epithet. And Trump himself retweeted
a prominent black conservative’s criticisms of Floyd.


“‘Ugh’: Republicans cringe after Donald Trump's attack on 75-year-
old protester” via Marianne Levine and Burgess Everett of POLITICO
— For four years, Senate Republicans have endured a regular gantlet
of reporters’ questions about Trump tweets, ranging from attacks on
their own colleagues to telling a handful of congresswomen of color to
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“go back” to the countries they came from. Trump’s tweet Tuesday
morning attacking a 75-year old protester in Buffalo stunned some in a
caucus that’s grown used to the president’s active Twitter feed.
Republican senators have a well-worn playbook by now if they don’t
want to wade into the latest tweet-fueled controversy by saying they
hadn’t seen Trump’s latest comments. Still, even when provided paper
copies of the president’s tweet on Tuesday, many declined to view
them.


The 75-year-old protester pushed to the ground by Buffalo police is the subject of
Donald Trump's latest conspiracy theory. Image via Reuters.


“Violence gives way to street fair vibe outside White House” via
Ashraf Khalil of The Associated Press — That massive fence erected
around Lafayette Park has become a do-it-yourself gallery of protest
art. Messages, posters and portraits, ranging from loving to enraged,
almost blot out the view of the White House across the way. One block
away at the corner of 16th and I streets the calliope version of “La
Cucaracha” rang out from an ice cream truck parked just outside the
police roadblock. In front of St. John’s Episcopal Church, it was so
tranquil you could hear the birds chirping while a white visitor paid for a
$20 Black Lives Matter T-shirt with Venmo. The anger has given way to
something closer to a street fair as community leaders, members of
Congress and the D.C. government have rallied to the protesters’
cause.


“Summer heat doesn’t slow protest momentum Tuesday” via Caitlin
Johnston, Josh Solomon, Charlie Frago, Josh Fiallo, Justine Griffin and
Martha Asencio-Rhine of the Tampa Bay Times — Protesters returned
to downtown St. Petersburg streets in the early afternoon, despite the
typical 90-degree summer heat. Then the group stopped frequently in
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shady spots for water breaks. The group returned to City Hall, where
the march originally started, around 5 p.m. They planned to regroup at
7 p.m. and march again. Streets in downtown Tampa and Ybor City
remained quiet before 5 p.m. A protest in Ybor City Monday drew
hundreds, but remained peaceful as the group marched through the
streets. Florida Highway Patrol troopers did not engage with protesters,
but blocked the nearby on-ramps leading to Interstate 4.


“Video evidence increasingly disproves police narratives” via Ryan
J. Foley of The Associated Press — Minneapolis police initially told the
public that Floyd died after a “medical incident during a police
interaction.” The Buffalo, New York, department said a protester
“tripped and fell.” Philadelphia police alleged that a college student who
suffered a serious head wound had assaulted an officer. All three
claims were quickly disproved by videos seen widely on the internet
and television, fueling mistrust. Police departments deny lying but
acknowledge sometimes making mistakes. Defense lawyers say the
inaccurate statements are encouraged by a culture of silence in which
officers protect misbehaving colleagues.


“Newly released video shows N.J. trooper fatally shooting
unarmed black man during traffic stop tussle” via Meryl Kornfield of
The Washington Post — New Jersey’s attorney general released police
dash-camera footage Monday that captured the fatal shooting of a 28-
year-old unarmed black man by a white state trooper last month. The
audio and video recordings are part of the attorney general’s
investigation of the use of force. The statewide policy requires such
recordings to be released once the initial phase of the investigation is
substantially complete, typically within 20 days. At a news briefing
Monday, New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy announced that a grand jury
would review the case to consider possible criminal charges.


To watch the video, click on the image below:
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“Video shows cops slashing car tires at protests in Minneapolis”
via Julia Lurie of Mother Jones — In the videos, officers puncture tires
in a Kmart parking lot on May 30 and a highway overpass on May 31.
Both areas briefly turned into police staging grounds near protest hot
spots. The gray car in the video above was the rental car of Luke
Mogelson, a New Yorker writer who typically covers war zones and is
now stationed in Minneapolis to write about the protests. Mogelson
went to check on his car, showing his press pass to officers along the
way. When he came back later that evening to retrieve his car, officers
informed him that the tires were punctured. “They were laughing,”
Mogelson recalled. “They had grins on their faces.”


To watch the video, click on the image below:


“Officer who violently shoved protester in Brooklyn is charged
with assault” via Ashley Southall of The New York Times — A New
York City police officer was arrested and charged with misdemeanor
assault, 11 days after he was recorded on video shoving a woman to
the ground and cursing at her during a protest against police brutality.
The decision to charge Officer Vincent D’Andraia, seemed to reflect
the growing political pressure that recent protests have put on the
police and prosecutors to hold officers accountable for misconduct and
change the status quo. The victim said she suffered a concussion and
seizures.


—“Officials say they want to change police practices as protests
continue” via Julie Zauzmer and Fenit Nirappil of The Washington Post


—“Defying police unions, New York lawmakers ban chokeholds”
via Luis Ferré-Sadurní, Jeffery C. Mays and Ashley Southall of The
New York Times


—“Seattle politicians consider defunding police department amid
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outbreak of violence at protest” via Meagan Flynn and Jay Greene of
The Washington Post


  


“Donald Trump, Ashley Moody dismiss notion of defunding police
at White House roundtable” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics —
Moody and other law enforcement officials from across the country joined
Trump  at the White House for a roundtable listening session on the state of
policing in America. Joined by Vice President Mike Pence and Attorney
General William Barr, Trump said the group would discuss different ideas
and concepts heard from law enforcement officials. Trump was swift, however,
to dismiss the possibility of defunding or dismantling any police forces.
Moody acknowledged the room for improvement in the American justice
system and applauded Trump’s willingness for discussion.


Florida reax
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Ashley Moody dismisses the notion of 'defunding' police departments at a White
House roundtable.


“Senate President Bill Galvano rejects special session proposal on
police reforms” via Issac Morgan of Florida Phoenix — Galvano turned
down a request to call a special session for police reforms following the death
of Floyd and nationwide protests over police shootings of black people.
Orlando Democratic state Sen. Randolph Bracy has proposed a special
legislative session to confront police violence, especially against communities
of color. Galvano responded to Bracy’s letter by saying: “There is definitely a
role for the Senate in helping to craft a comprehensive solution, but not a
solution that can be achieved in a time-limited special session without more
consideration and understanding of what will work to solve the problem.”


“Will police unions put knee on neck of police reforms?” via Randy
Schultz of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — With calls everywhere for
overdue reform of policing, attention falls again on police unions. They have
generally opposed reforms and are a political force in Florida and most states.
In 2018, Florida Police Benevolent Association President John Kazanjian
recorded robocalls for DeSantis. Kazanjian agrees that Derek Chauvin
should not have rammed his knee into Floyd's neck. He is similarly angry,
though, at the three officers who watched Floyd die. The PBA does not always
fit easily into a stereotype. Notably, the union opposed open-carry bills in the
Legislature, believing that allowing people to openly carry firearms would
endanger officers.


“Black Lives Matter sign sparks controversy in Bella Collina” via
Stephen Hudak of the Orlando Sentinel — A resident of the lakeside luxury
community Bella Collina said authorities want him to remove a “Black Lives
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Matter” sign he put up George Floyd’s killing. Don Karl Juravin on Friday
planted the 13-foot-by-4-foot sign, in support of “peaceful protesters” and
mistreatment of African Americans, in the front yard of his $1.7 million home
near Montverde in south Lake. But he was notified this week by a Lake County
court that he might be in violation of an injunction forbidding him from putting
up any yard sign without permission from the property owners association.
“It’s not the message,” said Randall Greene, CEO of RG
Developments/Bella Collina Partners, of the Black Lives Matter sign. “We
agree with the message.”


“Brevard sheriff ‘embarrassed,’ suspends lieutenant who tried to
recruit cops from departments accused of brutality” via Joe Mario
Pedersen of the Orlando Sentinel — The Brevard County Sheriff’s Office has
launched an internal investigation and put a lieutenant on paid suspension after
his role in posting a recruiting message on Facebook to officers from city
departments accused of police brutality. On Saturday, the president of the
Brevard Fraternal Order of Police, Lt. Robert Gamin, created a post
encouraging officers in Buffalo and Atlanta to take their services to Florida.
“The Brevard County FOP does not represent our agency and certainly does
not reflect our views. What was put into that post was disgusting, despicable
and quite frankly not in the consideration of all that has happened in our
country right now,” Sheriff Wayne Ivey said Tuesday.


“Surprise revealed when college students, John Thrasher meet
with police chief” via Byron Dobson of the Tallahassee Democrat —
Tallahassee Police Chief Lawrence Revell told college students that a
possible new victim has come forward in the case of a driver plowing into
protesters last month and the department’s investigation continues. Revell was
responding to a question from FSU Black Student Union President D’Vodrik
Ponder, who wanted to know if charges would be filed against the driver,
who is white. Revell said he met with State Attorney Jack Campbell before
the meeting, in which Campbell was made aware of the new evidence.


“Confederate monuments coming down in Jacksonville” via John
Reid, Andrew Pantazi, Christopher Hong, Emily Bloch and Nate Monroe of
The Florida Times-Union — In the predawn darkness Tuesday, Mayor Lenny
Curry ordered city workers to remove the bronze statue of a Confederate
soldier in winter uniform that had hovered above Hemming Park in downtown
Jacksonville for more than a century, then hours later pledged to a large crowd
of peaceful protesters that he would order the removal of all remaining public
Confederate monuments throughout the city. The move — which was not
announced in advance — was a remarkable pivot for the city’s Republican
Mayor who had previously avoided taking a position on the controversy. Just
as remarkable is what seems to have played a role in changing Curry’s mind:
The voices of Jaguars players who have joined protesters to demand police
reform.
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A bronze topper and nameplate on the Confederate monument in Jacksonville's
Hemming Park disappears overnight. Image via First Coast News.


“Jacksonville State Attorney Melissa Nelson: We will improve our
bodycam policy” via Andrew Pantazi of The Florida Times-Union —
Jacksonville State Attorney Nelson in a memo released Tuesday admitted
there are “opportunities that exist for improvement” in the office’s policy on
body-camera footage, though those policy changes have yet to come. Protests
for the last two weeks have been calling on Nelson and Sheriff Mike
Williams to release body-camera footage. Since the Jacksonville Sheriff’s
Office assigned body-worn cameras to every patrol officer over the last three
years, the office has not released footage from any police shootings. Nelson
specifically acknowledged the investigation into Jamee Johnson’s death in
her memo, saying her office is concluding its investigation into the killing of
Johnson and “will make available the BWC footage at the same time we render
our decision and findings.”


“Jaguars’ Leonard Fournette leads peaceful protest in downtown
Jacksonville” via John Reid of The Florida Times-Union — Running back
Fournette couldn’t make the Jaguars’ first protest last week over the state of
race relations both locally and nationwide, but Tuesday morning he led his
own. Fournette tweeted for everyone to come out for a peaceful protest walk
beginning at 10 a.m. in front of Jacksonville’s City Hall. Before the march
began, Mayor Curry announced the removal of the Confederate statue in
Hemming Park and that others will be coming down as well. He also credited
Fournette for reaching out to him. Fournette’s protest march attracted about
700 people, according to the Sheriff’s Office. Many came with signs
displaying ″Black Lives Matter,″ “Love One Another” and “Jax Wants
Education, Not Incarceration.″


“‘It needs to end’: Jupiter march for social justice includes prayer,
cheers” via Jodie Wagner of The Palm Beach Post — A march for social
justice and racial equality drew nearly 200 people to Jupiter West Plaza.
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Organized by longtime Jupiter resident Reggie Scurry, the march was
intended to bring attention to the problem of systemic racism and unite people
in their efforts to overcome it. “We just kind of have to bring awareness to all
these issues that are happening right now, and support the Black Lives Matter
movement,” said Adriana Perea, a Stuart resident who marched alongside
her friends Abby Atwell, and Abbie Nausi. The three teens were among
dozens of young people who participated in the event, which began with a
prayer for peace before marchers walked along a nearly 1-mile stretch of
Indiantown Road between Central Boulevard and Center Street.


“Pensacola protests to stay at Graffiti Bridge, despite Mayor's call
to move” via Jim Little of the Pensacola News Journal — A group of nearly
40 protesters at the Graffiti Bridge in Pensacola took a knee for 8 minutes and
46 seconds in memory of Floyd and others killed by police. Organizers of the
protests said the demonstrations will continue at the site, despite the mayor's
calls for protesters to find a new location. Tuesday's protest occurred at the
same time as a private funeral for Floyd was taking place in Houston. The
demonstration ended about a minute later and protesters cleared the street,
allowing traffic to resume. Many of the drivers who passed continued waving
and honking in support of the protesters.


“Pinellas protesters are being held overnight in jail without bail” via
Josh Solomon of the Tampa Bay Times — As a second-degree misdemeanor,
court guidelines recommend people who face unlawful assembly charges
should be released, rather than get booked into the jail. Yet protesters were
held overnight at the Pinellas County Jail without the option to post bail until
they appeared before a judge the next day. At protesters’ first court
appearances, judges imposed $1,000 bail, four times the recommended high
bail amount for a charge of that level. Pinellas County Sheriff Bob Gualtieri,
who sought permission to hold protesters overnight without bail, said the
“unique nature” of the charges warranted a judge to make the bail
determination. Public Defender Bob Dillinger called the bail issue “unusual."


“Do Tampa Bay police agencies follow 8 Can’t Wait policies?” via
Kelsey Sunderland of WFLA — WFLA analyses departmental policies from
four Tampa Bay area police agencies and found that only one, the St.
Petersburg Police Department, includes all of the “8 Can't Wait” policies.
Tampa specifically includes three — comprehensive reporting, use of force
continuum, and requiring all options to be exhausted before the use of force.
Chokeholds are not authorized use of force, but aren’t specifically banned and
de-escalation training is required, but not spelled out in procedures. The
Lakeland Police Department includes just two of the policies and the Winter
Haven Police Department includes just one.


“Two charged during downtown West Palm Beach Floyd protest”
via Eliot Kleinberg of The Palm Beach Post — A suburban Palm Springs man
and a teen from Hendry County are the two people who were criminally
charged Saturday night during a Floyd demonstration in West Palm Beach.
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West Palm Beach police charged Michael Wilson, who lives near Palm
Springs, and Enedino Galindo of LaBelle after the two took part in protests
Saturday in downtown West Palm Beach that drew between 50 and 100
people. According to a police report, as police cars were heading up South
Dixie Highway at Gardenia Street, they called out at least four times to two
people to move aside and let the officers through.


“Fort Pierce commissioner wants police who don't upload body
camera footage to face charges” via Keona Gardner of TC Palm — A
city commissioner wants police officers to face a misdemeanor charge if they
fail to upload their body camera footage at the end of each shift, for more
transparency and accountability. Commissioner Reggie Sessions also wants
the city to “defund” the Fort Pierce Police Department by redirecting $500,000
approved for officer salaries to social programs to help youths and lower-
income residents. He plans to present the request at the June 15 City
Commission meeting. “Something needs to be done,” Sessions said. “We can’t
continue doing traditional things for the Police Department.”


  Situational awareness
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—@RealDonaldTrump: Buffalo protester shoved by Police could be an
ANTIFA provocateur. 75-year old Martin Gugino was pushed away
after appearing to scan police communications in order to black out the
equipment. @OANN I watched, he fell harder than was pushed. Was
aiming scanner. Could be a set up?


—@WalshFreedom: .@realDonaldTrump is a coward. What else do
you call someone who attacks a 75yr old man who happens to be lying
in a hospital bed in critical condition?


Tweet, tweet:


Tweet, tweet:
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—@Timodc: I know we have all got bored with it but 6,000 people have
died from COVID already in June. This is more than the total U.S.
deaths for all of March when the shutdowns started.


Tweet, tweet:
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Tweet, tweet:
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—@steveschale: I don’t think anyone should take comfort in these
polls — nor do I think anyone is — but they serve as a good reminder
that a win doesn’t require a massive shift in voter attitudes — just a few



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhrvkt-edrdjlhjd-iy/





points here and there takes you from a 2016 map to an 08/12 map.


—@kionnemcghee: It’s appalling and sickening to hear some out
there calling the #BlackLivesMatters movement a terrorist organization.
I am a Black Man and my #BlackLifeMatters.


  


“No-bid Florida COVID contracts flow to Ron DeSantis donors” via
Daniel Ducassi of Florida Bulldog — Millions of dollars in no-bid state
contracts issued as part of Florida’s COVID-19 response have gone to
a trio of firms tied to men who’ve contributed hefty sums to support
DeSantis’ political ambitions. Among those contracts are $2.5 million in
testing agreements with BioReference Laboratories, a subsidiary of a
company chaired by Phillip Frost. Frost is also a major DeSantis
donor, contributing $75,000 to Friends of Ron DeSantis in 2018, along
with another $2,700 to the Governor’s election campaign itself.


Corona Florida
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BioReference Laboratories, chaired by a major Ron DeSantis donor, is the
recipient of several million dollars in no-bid COVID contracts.


“International students face uncertainty in fall semester” via the
Gainesville Sun — Thousands of current and prospective international
students in Florida are facing uncertainty about their immigration status,
as COVID-19 could continue to disrupt the higher-education system
through the fall semester. Foreign students usually are required to take
a certain amount of in-person classes to meet visa requirements. But
the coronavirus pandemic prompted universities to shift classes online.
Adding further complications, global travel restrictions may make it
difficult for international students to obtain visas or book flights to the
U.S. in time for fall semester. Under current federal guidelines,
international students who were enrolled in the spring and summer will
be able to study in the U.S., but the situation could be different for
foreign students who haven’t started attending university classes.


  


“Enterprise Florida hopes to recruit new businesses to offset
coronavirus job losses” via Jim Turner of the News Service of Florida
— Enterprise Florida intends to ramp up marketing and business
recruitment during the coming year to try to offset the state’s record job
losses from the coronavirus pandemic. As it puts together a budget for
the fiscal year that starts July 1, the public-private economic
development agency is also making an assumption that its employees
will be able to go overseas by the final three months of 2020. The effort
to encourage job growth includes a focus on reviving international
trade. With stay-at-home restrictions being eased in Florida and across
the nation, committee Chairwoman Holly Borgmann said the agency
has a “great opportunity” to start luring businesses and employees to
Florida.


Reopen Florida
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“Some local hospitals begin to loosen coronavirus-related visitor
restrictions” via Kristin Webb of The Palm Beach Post — Some local
hospitals are beginning to loosen restrictions put in place to keep
visitors out of facilities as medical professionals fought the novel
coronavirus. Tenet Healthcare’s Palm Beach County hospitals now
allow a designated visitor for elective surgery, maternity and pediatric
patients. HCA facilities in Palm Beach County, including JFK Medical
Center and Palms West Hospital, will permit one visitor per patient per
day a few weeks ago. Visitors to medical centers are screened for
possible symptoms of COVID-19. COVID-19 patients are still restricted
from seeing visitors. In addition to the usual visitor ID sticker, people
must wear face coverings and sanitize their hands.


“Alachua County to follow Governor’s guidelines, masks still
required” via Emily Mavrakis of the Gainesville Sun — Masks are still
mandated, but some county restrictions related to COVID-19 soon will
be lifted. Alachua County Commissioners voted unanimously to
immediately follow DeSantis’ reopening guidelines for the state, though
the county still requires that employees and visitors to public stores and
spaces wear a face-covering where social distancing is not possible. All
businesses with the exception of restaurants, bars and entertainment
venues may now operate at 100% occupancy. Restaurants, bars and
entertainment venues will continue operating at 50% occupancy. The
county will also require businesses — including the Santa Fe College
Zoo, which may now reopen — to follow CDC and OSHA guidelines.


In a virtual meeting, Alachua County Commissioners voted to follow Ron
DeSantis’ guidelines for reopening. Image via Gainesville Sun.


“NASCAR to allow limited spectators at Florida, Alabama races” via
The Associated Press — NASCAR is set to allow fans back at the track
for races this month at Homestead-Miami Speedway and Talladega
Superspeedway. NASCAR will allow up to 1,000 Florida service
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members to attend the Cup Series’ Dixie Vodka 400 at 3:30 Sunday as
honorary guests and view the race from the grandstands. Talladega
Superspeedway in Alabama will allow up to 5,000 guests in the front
stretch grandstands/towers for the June 21 Cup race. There will be
limited motor home/camping spots available outside the track. NASCAR
says all fans will be screened before entering, required to wear face
coverings, mandated to social distance at 6 feet, and will not have
access to the infield, among other revised operational protocols.


“Clothes off, masks on: Reopening a nudist resort during a
pandemic” via Craig Pittman of The Washington Post — Florida’s year-
round balmy weather has made it a magnet for tourists with a taste for
clothing-optional swimming, tennis and volleyball. Florida has more
nudist resorts than any other state, 29 registered clubs, more than twice
as many as California. Florida’s nudist resorts have been hurt by the
coronavirus and stay-at-home orders. Lake Como was open only to its
200 year-round residents; the 800 who visit regularly were locked out.
The resort also canceled three of its biggest events, including its Dare
to Go Bare 5K Run, which usually attracts 150 unclothed competitors.
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“This beloved Miami IB teacher never wanted to retire — until
coronavirus came along” via Colleen Wright of the Miami Herald —
Amy Scott always joked that she would teach until she dropped dead
in the classroom. If the novel coronavirus didn’t do her in, the “dread of
such a lonely isolated school teaching environment,” as she put it, and
“stilted” distance learning would. Scott’s teaching style earned her
comparisons to Robin Williams’ character in “Dead Poets Society”
and, like Professor Keating, she had created a cult following. Scores of
students still keep in touch years after graduation primarily through her
active Facebook page.


Amy Scott (center) is an IB Language Arts teacher at Coral Reef Senior High.
Scott retired after 44 years. Her students came to see her at home in Coral


Gables. Image via Amy Scott.


“3 UCF football players test positive for COVID-19 after return to
campus” via Matt Murschel of the Orlando Sentinel — Three UCF
football players tested positive for COVID-19 after returning to campus
for voluntary workouts last week. The three Knights players, who were
part of a group of an initial group of 60 players, are in isolation for two
weeks. They’ll be monitored daily through wellness checks and receive
contactless meal deliveries. The cases have been reported to the
Orange County Health Department. “Our top priority is to ensure the
health and safety of our student-athletes,” UCF athletic director Danny
White said in a statement. “We will do everything necessary to support
the student-athletes under our care on campus.”


Corona local


  


“Two Naples restaurants temporarily closed after staff test positive


More local
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for COVID-19” via Annabelle Tometich and Sarajane Sullivan of the
Naples Daily News — A second Naples restaurant has temporarily
closed due to a potential COVID-19 case. The New York Pizza & Pasta
shut its doors Saturday after learning of a "probable exposure"
according to the restaurant's Facebook page. It is the second Naples
restaurant to announce it closed Saturday due to COVID-19. The
Tommy Bahama Restaurant also closed that day after an employee
tested positive for the virus. We have taken and are taking diligent
measures in accordance with local, state and federal guidelines to
ensure the safety of our employees and customers," New York Pizza &
Pasta's Facebook post said.


  


“When 511 epidemiologists expect to fly, hug and do 18 other
everyday activities again” via Margot Sanger-Katz, Claire Cain Miller
and Quoctrung Bui of The New York Times — 64% of those polled said
they’ll wait over a year before they attend a sporting event, concert or
play. While 60% said they feel free to see a doctor for a nonurgent


Corona nation
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appointment now, 56% said they’ll wait between three and 12 months
before eating at a dine-in-restaurant again, and 44% said they’ll wait the
same amount of time before catching a flight again. “If we have a good
vaccine, perhaps the first thing I'd do is more hugs,” said Indiana
University’s Christina Ludema, who was among the 42% of
epidemiologists who said they’d wait more than a year before hugging
or shaking hands when greeting a friend again.


“What's the difference between asymptomatic and pre-
symptomatic spread? And does it matter with coronavirus?” via
Holly Yan of CNN Health — One oddity of the coronavirus is how easily
people can get infected by someone without symptoms. Asymptomatic
spread is the transmission of the virus by people who do not have
symptoms and will never get symptoms from their infection. But those
infected carriers could still get others very sick. Pre-symptomatic spread
is the transmission of the virus by people who don't look or feel sick, but
will eventually get symptoms later. The CDC estimates 40% of
coronavirus transmission happens before people feel sick.


Some research finds people without symptoms of COVID-19 can infect others,
making them extremely sick. Image via CNN.


“23andMe provides more evidence that blood type plays role in
virus” via Kristen V. Brown of Bloomberg — Research from genetic-
testing giant 23andMe Inc. found differences in a gene that influences a
person’s blood type can affect a person’s susceptibility to COVID-19.
Scientists have been looking at genetic factors to try to determine why
some people who contract the new coronavirus experience no
symptoms, while others become gravely ill. In April, 23andMe launched
a study that sought to use the millions of profiles in its DNA database to
shed light on the role genetics play in the disease. Preliminary results
from more than 750,000 participants suggests type O blood is
especially protective against SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes
COVID-19.
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“As nursing home residents died, new COVID-19 protections
shielded companies from lawsuits. Families say that hides the
truth.” via Debbie Cenziper, Peter Whoriskey, Shawn Mulcahy and Joel
Jacobs of The Washington Post — For weeks, health care associations
nationwide have pressed Governors for immunity from lawsuits, in
some cases offering specific language for emergency orders. Mitch
McConnell, like other advocates for immunity, cast the measures as a
way to protect “health care heroes” from nuisance lawsuits. What
plaintiffs’ lawyers and patient advocacy groups contest most is that
protections possibly shouldn’t extend to nursing homes and their
owners. In their view, troubled facilities ought to remain subject to
litigation.


Coronavirus cases spike among farmworkers — Coronavirus
outbreaks have started showing up in rural and farming communities
leading to concerns the disease will gain a foothold ahead of the
summer harvesting season. As reported by Liz Crampton of
POLITICO, the spikes come as farms are preparing to deploy more
workers to pick and pack crops. Many farmworkers are migratory, which
has fueled fears they could spread the coronavirus into areas that are
currently unaffected. Though farmworkers are considered “essential” in
the eyes of the federal government, it hasn’t published any safety
guidelines for farmworkers to follow and farms aren’t required to
develop any safety plans either. Worker advocates say the lack of
preventive action could spread COVID-19 to new regions as the
economy reopens.


  


“Don’t think a great stock market means we’ve got a great
economy” via Allan Sloan of The Washington Post — The market rose
about 45 percent in the 53 trading days from its March 23 low through
Monday. There’s no reason to think that optimistic predictions based on
rising markets are any more accurate than pessimistic predictions
based on falling markets. Senate Majority Leader McConnell and other
Republicans, including Trump, are talking about cutting back sharply on
aid in the next stimulus package, which they seem in no hurry to pass.
Given that the only thing keeping business and the economy afloat has
been massive amounts of borrowed taxpayer money and Federal
Reserve moves to try to stabilize financial markets, cutting back on the
taxpayer money being shoveled into the economy could cause things to
start sinking again.


“Republicans' big bet on the economy” via Burgess Everett and
Marianne Levine of POLITICO — Senate Republicans are still in no
rush to dole out more coronavirus relief. Buoyed by a surprisingly
strong jobs report last week and the knowledge that some of Congress’


Corona economics
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$2 trillion March spending package still hasn’t been spent, the Senate
GOP remains noncommittal on the timing and substance of the next
piece of legislation. Bipartisan talks still haven’t begun in earnest and
the White House and senior Republican senators say they won’t start
until July. Republicans say it’s only responsible to wait and see how
nearly $3 trillion in total coronavirus spending seeps into the economy.


"‘People are getting in planes’: The travel business is picking up”
via Niraj Chokshi of The New York Times — The nation’s largest
airlines are preparing for a limited rebound next month as more
Americans book vacations in places like Florida and the mountains and
national parks in the West. Some in the industry said the recovery was
now already underway. The Fontainebleau Miami Beach resort said it
was enjoying brisk business after local officials last week lifted a
coronavirus shutdown order that had been in place since March. The
1,594-room resort was about one-third full this weekend and is on track
to be packed for the July Fourth weekend, said Phil Goldfarb, who
oversees the Fontainebleau. In the summer, the hotel typically fills up
largely with Florida residents. This year, the people booking rooms are
coming from across the country.


People are starting to travel by plane again. Image via AP.


“Anger over jobless benefits boils into planned statewide protests”
via Wendy Rhodes of The Palm Beach Post — Frustrated by what they
say is DeSantis’ refusal to fix the state’s crippled unemployment
system, activists are planning to take to the streets and social media
this week to demand action. Judy Tanzosch, a former contract
administrator who was laid off March 27, is organizing frustrated
unemployed people in the state capital. After spending six weeks
fighting for her own unemployment benefits, she founded Fix It Florida,
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which now has 1,300 members, she said. The Tallahassee-based
group has been organizing rallies statewide for weeks until taking a
break during the recent Floyd protests.


“Florida’s small municipalities await their cut from $1.275B in
CARES Act money” via John Haughey of The Center Square — As
Congress debates a proposed $3 trillion COVID-19 package that would
include billions of dollars for state and local governments, smaller
municipalities in Florida are wondering when — or if — they’ll receive a
share of previous federal assistance allocations. Congress approved
$150 billion for state and local governments in March when it adopted
the $2.2 trillion CARES Act. Florida received about $8.3 billion from the
CARES Act for government assistance. Under the bill, 55% was
reserved for the state, and 45% was reserved for direct payments to
municipalities. Of the $3.75 billion earmarked for counties and cities,
more than $2.47 billion was distributed in direct payments to high-
population counties. The rest has remained in state coffers for more
than two months.


“Deloitte distances itself from jobless system” via Jim Saunders of
the News Service of Florida — After facing weeks of criticism because
of Florida’s troubled unemployment system, Deloitte Consulting LLP
said in a newly filed court document that it has had “no connection” to
the online system in more than five years. Deloitte filed the document in
Leon County circuit court as it and the Florida Department of Economic
Opportunity argue for the dismissal of a potential class-action lawsuit
filed on behalf of residents who have faced trouble getting benefits amid
the COVID-19 pandemic. “Deloitte has had no involvement in the
implementation, maintenance or upgrade of the CONNECT system for
more than five years,” the company’s attorneys wrote in a motion to
dismiss the lawsuit.
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Deloitte is putting some distance between itself and Florida’s troubled
unemployment system.


“These Floridians don’t know whether they’ve been paid too much
in unemployment” via Kirby Wilson of the Tampa Bay Times — Florida
officials say those who fear they’ve been overpaid should hold on to the
money for the time being. If the state finds that the money is an
overpayment, officials will eventually send for the money in the form of
a “Notice of Determination,” said Paige Landrum, a department
spokeswoman said in an email. Given that chaotic environment, it’s
unclear how aggressive Florida will be in trying to collect payments from
people. In the past, state leaders have taken fraud seriously.


  


“Satellite images of Wuhan may suggest coronavirus was
spreading as early as August” via Shelby Lin Erdman of CNN Health
— Satellite images of hospital parking lots in Wuhan as well as internet
search trends, show the coronavirus may have been spreading in China
as early as last August. The study found a significantly higher number
of cars in parking lots at five Wuhan hospitals in the late summer and
fall of 2019 compared to a year earlier; and an uptick in searches of
keywords associated with an infectious disease on China's Baidu
search engine. Satellite data showed 285 vehicles in the same lots at
Wuhan’s largest hospital, an increase of 67%, and as much as a 90%
increase in traffic during the same time period at other Wuhan
hospitals.


More corona
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Satellite images suggest coronavirus spread in Wuhan could have begun as far
back as August. Image via CNN.


“As cruise industry prepares to sail, choppy waters are ahead” via
The Associated Press — The global cruise industry, much of it
headquartered in Florida, expected to carry 32 million passengers and
take in $71 billion in revenue this year, much of it out of Florida ports.
That will fall by at least 50% this year. It took the industry three years to
recover from the 2009 recession; this time, it will take longer. The U.S.
Centers for Disease Control has prohibited cruises in U.S. waters
through July 24. Since they stopped sailing, Carnival, Royal Caribbean
International and Norwegian Cruise Line have furloughed thousands of
staff and obtained billions in bank loans to stay afloat.


“Coronavirus and tipping: Will the outbreak make us more
generous?” via Helier Cheung of the BBC — Some delivery apps have
also noticed an increase in tips since the pandemic began. "Diners are
being more generous with their tips to drivers, with percent tip across
Grubhub and Seamless going up nearly 15%," a spokeswoman for the
food delivery service said. Instacart said that customer tips were up
99%, and shoppers' earnings from tips had nearly doubled, since the
start of the outbreak. The increase could partly be due to larger grocery
orders — or people hoping to ensure their orders are fulfilled. But there
are cases of clear altruism too, where people have given large tips to
strangers without expecting anything in return.
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“Time running out for Ron DeSantis to act on the budget” via Renzo
Downey of Florida Politics — The state budget has felt a distant thought
amid the coronavirus pandemic, but with July quickly approaching,
DeSantis faces a dilemma of where to thin $500 million to $1 billion
dollars from the impending fiscal year's budget. With three weeks
remaining until July 1, the scene is mostly set for the economic realities
going into the 2020-2021 fiscal year and the Legislature will soon hand
its spending plan to the Governor. And uncertainty remains on some of
the Governor's big wins this session, such as teacher pay raises and
the Sadowski Affordable Housing Trust Fund.


“Police paralyzed him. Will DeSantis approve his settlement?” via
Lawrence Mower of the Tampa Bay Times — Dontrell Stephens was
shot four times and paralyzed from the waist down. Deputy Adams Lin
said Stephens refused commands to raise his arms, prompting him to
shoot. Stephens was unarmed. The fate of Stephens’ $6 million
settlement with the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office now rests with
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DeSantis, who has until Wednesday to veto the agreement, sign it or
simply let it pass into law. Lawmakers in both parties are asking the
Governor to pass it.


Will Ron DeSantis sign Dontrell Stephens' claim bill?


“DeSantis signs bill to compensate man wrongfully imprisoned for
43 years” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — DeSantis said a bill
into law that will compensate a 76-year-old man who was imprisoned
for 43 years for a crime he did not commit. The measure, sponsored by
Senate Minority Leader Audrey Gibson, overcame a provision in
Florida wrongful conviction law that prevented Clifford Williams from
receiving $50,000 a year for every year of his wrongful conviction to a
maximum of $2 million. “Mr. Williams has been steadfast in his belief
that justice would prevail,” Gibson said. “Today, the Governor honored
that long-held faith.”


“Newly released records shed light on DeSantis’ hurried vetting of
Broward Sheriff Gregory Tony” via Skylar Swisher of the South
Florida Sun-Sentinel — Newly released records are shedding further
light on DeSantis’ rushed vetting of Tony, revealing that the lawman
didn’t submit a customary questionnaire during the appointment
process. The Florida Department of Law Enforcement completed its
background check on Jan. 10, 2019, a day before Tony was sworn in
as sheriff to replace Scott Israel. Tony also didn’t submit an
appointment questionnaire, a form that is normally filled out by
candidates for Governor-appointed offices.


Nikki Fried criticizes DeSantis for canceling Cabinet meeting —
Agriculture Commissioner Fried renewed her criticisms of DeSantis
after he postponed the Cabinet scheduled for June 16, Bruce Ritchie
of POLITICO Florida reports. Fried had requested the agenda include
an update on wildfire conditions across the state, food distribution
efforts in light of Florida’s high unemployment, and information from the
Department of Revenue on Florida’s $2 billion loss in state revenue,
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among other things. "He can’t be bothered to conduct Cabinet
business, including the agenda items I again requested earlier today,"
Fried said in a statement after the cancellation.


Assignment editors — Agriculture Commissioner Fried, who is a
member of Florida’s Clemency Board, will be joined by Sen. José
Javier Rodríguez, Reps. Bobby DuBose, Tracie Davis and Fentrice
Driskell for a Zoom press call on issues affecting the voting and civil
rights of Floridians, 10 a.m., link will be provided to credentialed media
30 minutes before. RSVP to Max.Flugrath@FDACS.gov no later than
9:15 a.m. to receive Zoom video conference link.


Fordham Institute lambastes new K-12 standards — The education
standards the state rolled out to replace Common Core are lacking
according to the Fordham Institute. As reported by Andrew Atterbury
of POLITICO Florida, Fordham said the state’s Benchmarks for
Excellent Student Thinking (BEST) standards are in need of “significant
and immediate revisions.” The institute said some of the standards
passed muster but others were undeveloped, suggesting officials
rushed development in order to meet deadline. Fordham is supported
by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, which is a staunch supporter
of Common Core.


“Florida’s new academic standards ‘weak,’ outside review says” via
Jeffrey S. Solochek of the Tampa Bay Times — DeSantis called a
special news conference in January to boast about Florida’s new
educational standards, something he had promised a year earlier to
appeal to his conservative base. Gone were the controversial Common
Core standards that many critics had blasted as an unworkable federal
mandate. In their place, DeSantis said, was common sense. An
analysis found that Florida’s new math and language arts standards
were weak compared not only to the Common Core, which the institute
supported but also in comparison to guidelines from other states that
either abandoned or never adopted the core.


“Successor denies liability as R.J. Reynolds tries to sever
payments over tobacco lawsuit” via Blaise Gainey of WFSU — One
of the cigarette makers who agreed to pay millions of dollars a year to
Florida in a landmark tobacco lawsuit now wants to stop making
payments. R.J. Reynolds claims since they’ve sold the four cigarette
brands listed in the 1995 lawsuit, they should no longer be required to
make the payments. The company that bought the brands says they
never agreed to accept that liability.
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Should R.J. Reynolds be onthe  hook for cigarette brands they no longer own?


“Regulators turn down arguments on FPL rates” via Jim Saunders of
the News Service of Florida — In an issue that stems from federal tax
cuts approved in 2017, state regulators rejected an effort aimed at
forcing Florida Power & Light to reduce base electric rates. The state
Office of Public Counsel, which represents consumers, and two
business groups have long argued that FPL has not properly passed
along savings from the 2017 federal tax overhaul to ratepayers. They
filed a case at the state Public Service Commission in December 2018
seeking lower rates. But the commission closed the case, after backing
FPL last year in a closely related issue about using tax savings to help
cover costs from 2017’s Hurricane Irma.


“New Florida report details using luxury hotels as shelters” via
Kimberly Miller of The Palm Beach Post — Florida’s emergency
managers have new instructions on juggling a hurricane and the
coronavirus pandemic in a report that details concerns about volunteer
shortages as well as outlines rules on using alternative shelters to
house evacuees in everything from mom-and-pop hotels to luxury
beachside resorts. A 60-page manual includes specific advice on the
mechanics of when and how to dismantle the state’s more than 100
coronavirus testing sites — winds over 20 mph; take down and secure
tents, winds over 70 mph; remove equipment entirely — and how to
divide evacuees based on their COVID-19 status.


“Fall student who wrote racist social media post won’t join UF” via
Sarah Nelson of the Gainesville Sun — A prospective student from
Cape Coral will not attend the University of Florida this fall, after an
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Instagram post from her past resurfaced and ricocheted across social
media last week. UF insinuated, but did not confirm, Monday evening
that it has revoked the 17-year-old’s acceptance offer, announcing on
Twitter that “a prospective student who posted racist comments on
social media will not be joining the University of Florida community this
fall.” The post, in which the prospective student refers to two black girls
in her class and said she “most definitely is” racist, was dug up from
almost two years ago and shared on Twitter over 500 times. Students
and alumni alike demanded UF rescind her acceptance letter.


“Jacksonville City Council restores struck-down LGBT
discrimination protections” via Christopher Hong of The Florida
Times-Union — The Jacksonville City Council on Tuesday restored
discrimination protections for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
people that were enacted in 2017 but struck down last month by a
Florida appeals court. The Florida 1st District of Appeals declared the
law unenforceable on May 1 based on a technical issue with the
process the council used to pass the law. The court didn’t find any
issues with the law itself, which left the door open for the council to
pass a replacement law. Councilman Aaron Bowman, a sponsor of the
2017 law, quickly introduced such a bill, and Jacksonville’s LGBT
community is back under the city’s umbrella of discrimination
protections after the council’s 15-4 vote.


“JEA: ‘Loss of confidence’ results in eight more senior executives
being shown the door” via David Bauerlein of The Florida Times-
Union — JEA interim CEO Paul McElroy said Tuesday a loss of
confidence in the senior utility executives who were part of the team
during last year’s attempted sale of the utility caused him to put eight of
those executives on paid administrative leave pending their dismissals.
The decision means that every member of the senior leadership team
from 2019 is no longer showing up for work at JEA. That includes
former CEO Aaron Zahn, who was fired in January, and former chief
operating officer Melissa Dykes and chief financial officer Ryan
Wannamacher, both dismissed without cause. McElroy put Chief
Administrative Officer Herschel Vinyard on paid administrative leave
last month, and added eight more executives to that state of limbo on
Tuesday.


“Sunrise allowed contractor to overcharge $226,000 in taxpayer
funds, investigation finds” via Lisa J. Huriash of the South Florida
Sun-Sentinel — Staff at the city of Sunrise “engaged in gross
mismanagement” when they deliberately allowed a contractor to
overcharge and added nonexisting positions to the contract. The
inspector general determined that the city paid, from July 2012 to
September 2017, about $226,872 over the original amount agreed to in
the contract with Albion Staffing Solutions. That was 36% of the
$636,839.01 that the city paid to Albion in total. Albion is a staffing
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agency that provided the city with temporary administrative and clerical
personnel between 2012 and 2018.


Rest In Peace — “Florida’s first woman Senate president, Gwen
Margolis, dies at 85” via Mary Ellen Klas of the Miami Herald —
Margolis, a trailblazing figure in Florida and Miami-Dade politics who
served as the first female to lead the male-dominated state Senate,
died. Her family said she died peacefully of natural causes. She was
85. Margolis, a Democrat, served a total of 30 years in the state
Legislature, over three different stretches that began in 1974 and ended
in 2016 when she decided not to seek another term. Margolis was a
champion of women’s rights, pushing for the Equal Rights Amendment
early in her career and frequently becoming the first in nearly all of her
leadership endeavors.


“Tallahassee Community College named one of 10 finalists
nationally for $1 million prize” via Byron Dobson of the Tallahassee
Democrat — Tallahassee Community College’s leadership team and
supporters had a big reason to unite in person on campus Tuesday
morning. They were there to announce the college being named one of
10 finalists for the 2021 Aspen Prize for Community College
Excellence. Here's why it's a big deal: It's considered the country’s
highest recognition of achievement and performance among community
colleges. For the remainder of the year, the Aspen Institute will conduct
an exhaustive review of materials submitted by the colleges, including
an examination of data on learning, graduation, workforce, and
equitable outcomes for all students, as well as multiday site visits.


“Miami Herald is moving out of its office building in Doral” via
Aminda Marqués González of the Miami Herald — The Miami Herald
and el Nuevo Herald will be moving out of its Doral offices in August.
The coronavirus pandemic has accelerated the organization’s ability to
work remotely. Since mid-March, most staff have been working from
home. Miami Herald and el Nuevo Herald employees will continue to
work remotely through the end of the year. After the New Year, once
the commercial real estate industry has sorted itself out with regard to
new standards and approaches, the organization will find a new,
centralized home.


  


“Rick Scott enlists Australia in ‘New Cold War’ with China” via A.G.
Gancarski of Florida Politics — A “new Cold War” is upon us, says Sen.
Scott and he wants Australia on America’s side. Scott, in a friendly
article in the Sydney Morning Herald, was less than friendly toward the
regime in Beijing. “Every democracy needs to stand up for what they
believe in,” Scott said. “If you believe in fair trade, that’s not what China
believes in. If you believe in human rights, that’s not what China


D.C. matters
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believes in.” The new Cold War, Scott added, is at Beijing’s behest.
“They believe in world domination by the Communist Party of China.
The way I look at it is that the General Secretary of the Chinese
Communist Party [Xi Jinping] has made a decision to have a cold war
against the United States and democracies around the world,” Scott
said.


Rick Scott wants to enlist Australia in the Cold War with China. Image via AP.


Assignment editors — Sen. Marco Rubio, who chairs the Senate
Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship, will hold a hearing
about small-business provisions of the federal “CARES Act.” Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin is expected to give testimony, 10 a.m., 301
Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. The hearing will be
livestreamed at senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings.


“Stephanie Murphy-led Blue Dogs push police reform” via Scott
Powers of Florida Politics — The congressional Democrats’ Blue Dog
Coalition led by Murphy stopped short of endorsing the Justice in
Policing Act bill introduced by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and other
Democratic leaders, though Murphy is among the co-sponsors of the
bill. The Blue Dog Coalition is a caucus of mostly moderate Democrats,
particularly on issues such as national defense and fiscal responsibility.
Murphy is the group’s co-chair for administration. Rep. Charlie Crist of
St. Petersburg is also a member. A spokesperson for Murphy’s office
said it is unclear at this point whether the coalition will endorse Pelosi’s
plan.


“Trent Lott fired by top lobbying firm” via Theodoric Meyer of
POLITICO — The lobbying firm Squire Patton Boggs has fired former
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott, one of Washington’s most
prominent lobbyists. The firm gave no reason for the Mississippi
Republican’s sudden departure and declined to answer questions about
it. Mark Ruehlmann, Squire Patton Boggs’ chairman and global chief
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executive, said only that the firm had “decided that it is the right time to
make a change in the leadership” of its public policy practice.


  


“Wave of new polling suggests an erosion of Trump’s support” via
Nate Cohn of The New York Times — The coronavirus pandemic, a
severe economic downturn and the widespread demonstrations in the
aftermath of the death of Floyd in police custody would pose a serious
political challenge to any president seeking reelection. They are
certainly posing one to Trump. His approval rating has fallen to negative
12.7 percentage points among registered or likely voters, down from
negative 6.7 points on April 15. And now a wave of new polls shows
Joe Biden with a significant national lead, placing him in a stronger
position to oust an incumbent president than any challenger since Bill
Clinton in the summer of 1992.


2020
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Survey after survey shows Donald Trump’s popularity among supporters is
slipping fast. Image via AP.


“Trump to restart MAGA rallies this month despite coronavirus” via
Alex Isenstadt of POLITICO — Trump is planning to restart rallies in the
next two weeks in a major turning point for the president since the
coronavirus shut down traditional campaigning. Trump’s advisers are
still determining where the rallies will take place and what safety
measures will be implemented, depending on the type of venue chosen.
Campaign manager Brad Parscale is expected to present Trump with
possibilities within the next few days. Trump has been planning to use
the events to drive home what is expected to be a major theme of his
campaign: that he is the leader of the country’s reopening and
economic rebound.


“Trump gets the 2016 band back together as he tumbles in polls”
via Anita Kumar of POLITICO — President Donald Trump is
considering bringing back more loyal aides from his successful
campaign in 2016. He wants lobbyist David Urban, a former senior
adviser who was pivotal in helping him win Pennsylvania, to play a
more prominent role. He is considering rehiring Susie Wiles, who
managed his Florida campaign but was unceremoniously fired last year,
to help him win the nation’s largest swing state for a second time. The
campaign just hired senior advisers Jason Miller to focus on overall
strategy and coordinate between the campaign and White House and
Boris Epshteyn to be a strategic adviser for coalitions. And officials
have mentioned bringing back lobbyist Bryan Lanza, who was former
deputy communications director, too.


“A Florida RNC could prove an economic bonanza — but may turn
the state into a viral vector” via Michael Moline of Florida Phoenix —
Moving the Republican National Convention to the key battleground
state that is Florida could mean packing tens of thousands of delegates,
alternates, party officials, staff, volunteers, and journalists into a hall
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while the COVID-19 pandemic remains in full flower. That sounds like a
risk worth taking to DeSantis and other party officials. DeSantis has
been ardently lobbying to shift the party to Jacksonville, Orlando, or
Miami, in whole or in part, in search of a potential $100 million
economic boost. “My view would be, it should be a default yes. And
then, as we get closer, you can make determinations about how you do
it,” he said.


“Joe Biden pours millions into Facebook ads, blowing past Donald
Trump’s record” via Shane Goldmacher of The New York Times —
Biden’s campaign has moved to capitalize on the enormous energy
reflected in the nationwide protests against racism and police brutality
with the biggest online spending of his candidacy, pouring nearly $5
million into Facebook ads alone in recent days. Biden spent about the
same amount on Facebook over just a few days last week as he had in
the first 10 months of his candidacy. On Thursday alone, he spent $1.6
million on the platform, more than triple Trump’s single-day record. The
staggering sums are a sure sign, that people are responding to Biden’s
ads and donating, too.


“New Biden ad touts progress that emerges from tough times” via
Scott Powers of Florida Politics — In “Progress,” a minute, 19-second
video being released on social media and other digital-access
platforms, Biden offers a sweeping look at the upheaval in the history of
the United States, starting with the Civil War. The message: America
always emerged stronger from lessons learned and actions taken to
resolve the upheaval. The ad, using Biden’s comments made in his
Philadelphia speech last week, then turns to focus on the current unrest
unleashed with the May 25 slaying of Floyd in Minneapolis, using
numerous clips of protests around the country. Biden doesn’t explicitly
reference Floyd or the protests, but discusses unrest.


To view the ad, click on the image below:
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“Jason Fischer endorses Judson Sapp for CD 3” via Drew Wilson of
Florida Politics — Republican congressional candidate Sapp has added
an endorsement from Rep. Fischer in his bid for Florida’s 3rd
Congressional District. “Judson Sapp is a consistent conservative we
can trust to fight for our values and defend our freedoms in Congress,”
said Fischer, who represents District 16 in the Florida House. “As a
father and businessman Judson wants a better future for our country
and for Florida. I’m looking forward to working with Judson to implement
conservative reforms in government.” Sapp is one of 10 Republicans to
make the primary ballot to succeed U.S. Rep. Ted Yoho, who is not
running for reelection.


Judson Sapp gets the thumbs-up from Rep. Jason Fischer.


“Complaint alleges Casey Askar bankrolled with improper loan” via
Jason Ogles of Florida Politics — Stan Carter, of St. James City, said
in a complaint to the Federal Election Commission that Askar pulled a
$3 million loan with no interest and had it directed to the account for his
Congressional campaign. In the complaint, Carter wrote the loan “reeks
of fraud to the highest degree.” That’s partly because the loan from
Northern Bank and Trust had a 0% APR, which is not customary.
Financial disclosures show that Askar’s financing was tied to his
interest in three limited liability corporations. Carter points to business


More from the trail
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filings suggesting other business partners, including Askar’s brother
Sam Askar, have interest in those LLCs.


“Incumbent Senators reach ballot for reelection bids” via the News
Service of Florida — Amid this qualifying period for the November
elections, 10 incumbent Florida Senators had made it onto the ballot as
of midday Tuesday. In all, 21 of the 40 Senate seats are up for election
this year, with nine of the seats open because incumbents are term-
limited or leaving office for other reasons. Having qualified were Sens.
Doug Broxson, Travis Hutson, Victor Torres, Debbie Mayfield,
Darryl Rouson, Joe Gruters, Gayle Harrell, Lori Berman, Perry
Thurston and José Javier Rodriguez. Sens. Randolph Bracy and
Linda Stewart, both Orlando Democrats, were not listed as having
qualified, though both have opened campaign accounts to run again
this year.


“Health care coalition backs Jason Brodeur in SD 9 race” via Scott
Powers of Florida Politics — The 13-member group of doctors,
pharmacists and nurses, who all live in the district, offer a full
endorsement. He is the only Republican running in the district,
while five Democrats are battling in an August 18 primary. “Health care
issues are extremely important for every resident of this state,
especially now in light of this pandemic,” said group chair Dr. Charles
Chase, regional ambulatory medical director for Envision Healthcare
and president-elect of the Orange County Medical Society. Chase said
in a statement. “Having such a broad coalition of supporters in the
health care industry is a testament to Jason’s years of tireless work on
these issues. Jason is who we need now more than ever to reinvigorate
our state’s health care system and bring compelling, market-based
solutions to the table for the betterment of every Floridian.”


“Chris King backs Patricia Sigman in SD 9” via Scott Powers of
Florida Politics — Sigman has been rolling up endorsements and
money from the Democratic establishment, as the candidate
preferred by party insiders to battle with Republican former state Rep.
Brodeur. “Even before the devastating impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic, working families across our state, but especially here in
Central Florida, have faced a crisis when it comes to finding affordable
housing,” King said in a news release issued by the Senate Victory
Fund. “Big problems demand courageous actions from our leaders.
Patricia Sigman has shown that she is dedicated to working with
experts, listening to the needs of our communities, and fighting for real
solutions to address these issues. That’s why she has my endorsement
for Florida Senate District 9.”



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhrvkt-edrdjlhjd-nj/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhrvkt-edrdjlhjd-nt/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhrvkt-edrdjlhjd-ni/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhrvkt-edrdjlhjd-nd/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhrvkt-edrdjlhjd-nh/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhrvkt-edrdjlhjd-nk/





Patricia Sigman nabbed the endorsement of former Lt. Gov. candidate Chris King.


“Florida Democrats pump $2 million into state and local campaign
initiative” via Jason Delgado of Florida politics — The Florida
Democratic Party announced their intent to pump $2 million over the
next five months into over 50 down-ballot elections this cycle at the city,
county and state legislative level. The funding will be provided through
FDP’s new Elections Department and will be used to provide
candidates with data, organizing and communications support. “The
policies that improve our lives are just as often local as they are
national and we need more Democratic elected officials passing law
and policy at the local level,” said Democratic Party Chairwoman Terrie
Rizzo. To carry out the job, the FDP tapped Rosy Gonzalez Speers to
serve as the first-ever senior adviser for Down Ballot Elections.
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“Trump broke the economic winning streak” via Jennifer Rubin of
The Washington Post — While the pandemic indisputably plunged the
economy further into recession, the Obama recovery, which Trump
conveniently ignored, ended on Trump’s watch. To make matters
worse, as with the Great Depression, the world’s economies have
crashed as well. The depth and suddenness of the recession is
unprecedented, but the duration depends on what we do next. The
concern from economists and many Democrats is that Republicans,
drunk on the better-than-expected jobs report for May, will cut off
recovery efforts, forgoing much-needed assistance to state and local
governments.


Top opinion


  


“Val Demings is the perfect choice as Biden's running mate” via
Jason Altmire for The Hill — Americans have always had a knack for
finding just the right person at exactly the right time. In considering his
running mate for the upcoming presidential election, Biden may be
contemplating such a scenario. With the credibility of a long career in
law enforcement, Demings is perfectly positioned to begin the long
process of bridging the partisan divide and bringing Americans together
for the long-overdue discussion about reform of our nation’s policing
and justice system. She is the leader history has presented us at this
unprecedented time.


“The broken promise that broke Jacksonville” via Nate Monroe of
The Florida Times-Union — This is the simple bargain that forged
modern Jacksonville in 1968: Black voters — then on track to be the
city’s majority voting bloc — agreed to give up their political power and
the prospect of a black mayor in their lifetimes. They would throw their
support behind a consolidated county-city government. In exchange,
the white business and civic boosters promised black Jacksonville that
it would share in the wealth of this new and prosperous city. That was
the deal — an explicit promise. What ultimately happened is a familiar
story in this town: The white establishment broke its promise, then did it
again and again and again, and now it has been a generation and many
of these neighborhoods are still waiting for basic services they were
promised a half-century ago.


“Another million square feet and $700 million debt for giant
convention center? No freaking way.” via Scott Maxwell of the
Orlando Sentinel — Orange County leaders might barrel ahead with
plans to expand their already-massive convention center — and maybe
go $700 million deeper into debt to do so. How wildly irresponsible that
would be. This complex is already one of the largest structures on
planet Earth. At 7 million square feet, it is bigger than the Pentagon. It’s


Opinions
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big enough to engulf the Florida Mall — twice — and still have more
square footage left than the Altamonte Mall, Mall at Millenia and Amway
Center combined. The idea that this colossal complex needs a bit more
space to succeed is like saying Jabba the Hut needs just one more
meal to reach his ideal weight.


  


Florida’s spike in COVID-19 cases continues — seven days in a row
with at least 1,000 new cases.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


Three state Senators are asking DeSantis to help fight the spread of
coronavirus by setting up a task force of medical experts who will target
outbreaks with TTIS — testing, tracing and supported isolation. Sen.
Janet Cruz will explain.


— Friday is the anniversary of the Pulse Nightclub massacre in


Today's Sunrise
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Orlando. South Florida Congresswoman Debbie Mucarsel-Powell
says this would be a good time for the U.S. Senate to get serious about
background checks, but she knows they won’t.


— Agriculture Commissioner Fried is asking DeSantis to talk about
COVID-19 at the next meeting of the state Cabinet. Last time, he pretty
much ignored that request, but this time he took action — by canceling
the meeting.


— A panel of the 4th District Court of Appeal hears arguments in a
dispute over tobacco company payments to the state. RJ Reynolds
claims it’s no longer required to pay the state for the brands it no longer
owns.


— Gwen Margolis, who spent 30 years in the state Legislature and was
the first woman to serve as Senate President, died of natural causes at
the age of 85


— Checking in with a Florida Man who encouraged a 12-year-old girl to
floor it when she drove his Jeep. Also, a Florida Woman danced without
pants outside a Waffle House.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“When work from home means working from an RV” via Matt


Aloe
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Grossman of The Wall Street Journal — A growing number of first-time
buyers are boosting RV maker Thor Industries Inc. during the
coronavirus pandemic as consumers look to use recreational vehicles
for socially distant travel and as mobile offices. Some of the growth in
demand is from people who want to use RVs as mobile offices as they
telecommute during the pandemic, Thor said. At the height of the
pandemic, companies in some industries rented RVs to house workers
so they could avoid cross-contamination with their families. More
recently, people have been turning to RVs to travel while they log in to
their office jobs on the internet and work remotely.


Your next office could be on wheels. Image via Bloomberg.


  


Celebrating today are Melanie DiMuzio, Nick Iarossi of Capital City
Consulting, and Amy Farrington.


Happy birthday
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Epstein, Samantha
Subject: Re: Large-scale events -- WJXT Question
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 3:05:55 PM
Attachments: image001.png


image003.png


You can send that statement and include the document you sent Nikki previously on
pandemics and mass gatherings when we were preparing for the Gate River Run.


Pauline J. Rolle, MD, MPH, CPH
Interim Health Officer
Medical Executive Director
DOH-Duval


Get Outlook for Android


From: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 1:15:03 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: FW: Large-scale events -- WJXT Question
 
Hi, Dr Rolle.
 
Channel 4 has asked: Does the Health Department have a statement or recommendations for a
large-scale event like the RNC here in Jacksonville? Would such an event create an increased
potential for the spread of COVID-19 and what safety/health measures would need to be in
place to prevent a further resurgence of the virus?
 
May I just sent them this statement from earlier?
 
If the Republican National Convention is held in Duval County, The Florida Department of
Health in Duval County will work to support the city of Jacksonville to ensure the well-being of
event attendees.
 
The Department would work with local officials to ensure that all the appropriate measures
are being taken with regards to COVID-19 based on the current CDC guidance.
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From: Joe McLean <jmclean@wjxt.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 1:11 PM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Fw: Large-scale events -- WJXT Question
 
Hi, Alison!
 
Does the Health Department have a statement or recommendations for a large-scale event
like the RNC here in Jacksonville? Would such an event create an increased potential for the
spread of COVID-19 and what safety/health measures would need to be in place to prevent a
further resurgence of the virus?
 
Let me know if you have any info for me. 
 
Thanks!
 
Mc
 
 



Joe McLean  | News Reporter
WJXT Channel 4 | 4 Broadcast Place  |  Jacksonville, FL 32207
O: 904.393.9844
C: 816.777.8401
E: jmclean@wjxt.com
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From: Joe McLean <jmclean@wjxt.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 11:04 AM
To: CHD16_DCHD_Contact@flhealth.gov <CHD16_DCHD_Contact@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Large-scale events -- WJXT Question
 
Hi, Alison!
 
Does the Health Department have a statement or recommendations for a large-scale event
like the RNC here in Jacksonville? Would such an event create an increased potential for the
spread of COVID-19 and what safety/health measures would need to be in place to prevent a
further resurgence of the virus?
 
Let me know if you have any info for me. 
 
Thanks!
 
Mc
 



Joe McLean  | News Reporter
WJXT Channel 4 | 4 Broadcast Place  |  Jacksonville, FL 32207
O: 904.393.9844
C: 816.777.8401
E: jmclean@wjxt.com
 


THE LOCAL STATION  |  NEWS4JAX.COM  |  THISTV JACKSONVILLE


THE CW   |   YOURJAX.COM   |   BOUNCE JACKSONVILLE
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From: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT on behalf of City of Jacksonville EOC Situation Unit
To: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT@LIST.COJ.NET
Subject: COVID-19 - Situation Report #205 20200724 [1300] + Community Lifeline Status Report
Date: Friday, July 24, 2020 1:06:28 PM
Attachments: COVID-19 - Situation Report #205 20200724 [1300].pdf


COVID-19 - Duval County Lifeline Status Report - W.O. 20200720.pdf


All,
 
Please see the attached Situation Report #205 and the Community Lifeline Status Report for this
week regarding the COVID-19 response.
 
Thank you,
 
SITUnit
City of Jacksonville
Emergency Operations Center
904-255-3129 (Desk)
904-255-3121 (Watch Office)
904-255-3110 (Main Line)
 
 


ONE CITY. ONE JACKSONVILLE.


 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list, please send email to:
LISTSERV@LIST.COJ.NET with a single line of text in the main BODY of the message that
reads, UNSUBSCRIBE COJ_EOC_SITUNIT
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Last Call  for 7.7.20 — A prime-time read  of what"s going down in Florida politics 
Date: Tuesday, July 7, 2020 6:01:42 PM
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The Republican National Committee is moving forward as planned, though a
couple of senior U.S. Senators won’t be making the trip to Jacksonville.


Iowa U.S. Sen. Chuck Grassley and Tennessee U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander
are the dropouts. Both men are octogenarians — public health officials have
warned since the onset of the pandemic that older people and those with
underlying health conditions are especially vulnerable to developing severe
complications if they contract the new coronavirus.


Grassley said as much: “I’m not going to go, and I’m not going to go because
of the virus situation.”


The 2020 RNC will be the first Grassley skips since his election to the U.S.
Senate in 1980.


First Shot







Alexander tiptoed in a statement attributed to his spokesperson: “Sen.
Alexander is an honorary chair of the Tennessee Trump campaign, but he will
not be attending the convention because he believes the delegate spots should
be reserved for those who have not had that privilege before as he has had.”


Their decisions come as coronavirus infections surge in Florida, crossing
200,000 over the weekend with no signs of slowing down.


If the curve doesn’t flatten, Grassley and Alexander may not be the only no-
shows — a half-dozen other GOP senators are in their eighties and 20-plus are
over 65, the line for severe risk according to public health officials.


Jacksonville has reported nearly 10,000 cases thus far, with the seven-day
rolling average positivity rate of 15%.


The city has taken a significant step toward mitigating the spread by issuing a
mask mandate, which was something Mayor Lenny Curry had been hesitant
to do, instead stressing voluntary mask usage.


The RNC has said it will comply with the mask mandate and any other local
policies if they’re still in place when the convention comes to town. Critics
such as Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried, however, have speculated the
mask order could be lifted ahead of the convention.


Speaking to Fried’s point further, a senior Curry staffer said last week that the
“recent adoption” of masks had no bearing on the RNC, “months away.”


  


Positive cases:


— 210,594 FL residents (+7,218 since Monday)


— 3,200 Non-FL residents (+129 since Monday)


Origin:


— 2,703 Travel related


— 63,486 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,611 Both


— 141,794 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 16,425 in FL


Deaths:


— 3,841 in FL


Coronavirus Numbers







  


As of Monday:


Total claims: 2,886,216


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,667,221


— Claim verification queue: 177,128


— Claims processed: 2,490,093


— Claims paid: 1,649,412 (+20,194 since Sunday)


Total paid out: $8.88 billion (+$80 million since Sunday)


Unemployment Numbers


  


1. "Coronavirus has infected nearly 1 out of 100 people in Florida; 63 new
deaths takes toll to 3,841" via Richard Tribou of the Orlando Sentinel


2. “Florida sees worrying spike in coronavirus cases, potential to
‘overwhelm our hospitals’ after reopening” via Jim Waymer and Alessandro
Marazzi Sassoon of Florida Today


3. "South Florida adds more than 3K new COVID-19 cases as Palm Beach
death rate rises" via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


4. "‘Sickness and death are piling up at the feet of Ron DeSantis.’ South
Florida Democrats call for statewide mask mandate" via Skyler Swisher of
the Sun-Sentinel


5. "Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry quarantined after contact with
COVID-19 case” via Steve Patterson of the Florida Times-Union


6. "DeSantis sends 100 nurses to Miami’s Jackson Health as it struggles
with Covid-19" via David Flesher of the Sun-Sentinel


7. “Can DeSantis force Florida schools to reopen in a pandemic? Some
school leaders seem doubtful” via Andrew Marra of the Palm Beach Post


8. "Orange teachers protest reopening schools, as school board discusses
coming academic year" via Leslie Postal of the Orlando Sentinel


9. "A high-risk Florida teen who died from covid-19 attended a huge
church party, then was given hydroxychloroquine by her parents, report
says" via Washington Post


10. “While the media blame DeSantis for the COVID spike, the evidence
proving it was due to protests keeps mounting” via Brad Slager of Red State


Evening Reads
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11. “Protective gear for medical workers begins to run low again” via
Geoff Mulvihill and Camille Fassett of The Associated Press


12. "Treasury, SBA data show small-business loans went to private-equity
backed chains, members of Congress" via Jonathan O'Connell, Aaron
Gregg, Steven Rich, Anu Narayanswamy and Peter Whoriskey of The
Washington Post


13. "Questions raised over how Florida Democratic Party scored Paycheck
Protection Program funds" via Scott Powers of Florida Politics


14. "Companies connected to Southwest Florida pols banked PPP funds"
via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics


15. "Money troubles for RNC: Fundraising not 'easy,' COVID-19 to
blame" via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


16. “Set to become Florida House Speaker, Miami’s Daniel Perez still
draws GOP primary” via David Smiley and Bianca Padro Ocasio of the
Miami Herald
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“Gov. DeSantis closed the state down too slowly and reopened it too quickly.
And now he is downplaying one of the most explosive coronavirus outbreaks
we’ve witnessed in America, one where Florida accounted for one-quarter of
all new cases nationwide on July Fourth amid a volatile outbreak across the
south and west. Just yesterday, after a two-week streak of record-setting case
counts, the Governor told us the surge is stabilized.” — U.S. Rep. Debbie
Wasserman Schultz, on the state response to the pandemic.


Quote of the Day


  Bill Day's Latest
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  Breakthrough Insights
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Turner, Scott M; Bari, Chowdhury F
Subject: Fw: RNC Planning
Date: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 12:30:12 PM
Attachments: MCPH 2020 RNC Operational Plan (1).pdf


beat the heat facts.pdf


For your review and input.


From: Schenk, Terry <Terry.Schenk@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 6:10 AM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Washington, Tawanda S <Tawanda.Washington@flhealth.gov>; Courson, Sandi C
<Sandi.Courson@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RNC Planning
 
Good morning, Dr. Rolle. Based on our Friday discussion, the work we are doing to develop
the FDOH RNC Support Plan, and keeping in mind that JFRD is handling medical aid
stations/EMS response, here is a list of potential event responsibilities for the FDOH County
Health Department - Duval. Please let me know if you see any needed additions, deletions,
corrections, or changes. 


Participate in local RNC response planning
Fulfill roles identified in the Duval County CEMP and local MCI plan
Fulfill role in the BioWatch program
Make medical countermeasures(MCM) requests and provide guidance for POD
locations
Assist EMS and hospitals in planning local patient movement operations and
coordinate with State ESF-8 on large-scale patient movement operations/out of area
patient transport
Assist with syndromic surveillance
Promulgate or help coordinate public information and risk
communication, especially in the areas of heat impact and hydration need
Continue to serve the “at-risk and special population” communities impacted by the
event
Make operational adjustments for the event's impact on CHD operations, given that: 1)
the Department is in close proximity to the RNC main venue, 2) that key service areas
may be within the designated event perimeter, and 3) that there will be a large influx of
people to the CHD service area.


I am attaching a copy of the Mecklenberg County Pubic Health 2020 Republican National
Convention Operations Plan so you can see how they were addressing various issues when the
event was scheduled for their jurisdiction. Since heat stress, especially if large scale protests
occur, may be an issue, I am also attaching a flyer that was promulgated by Hillsborough
County for the 2012 RNC in Tampa so you can see what they provided to visitors.
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Florida is a year-round summer state that draws visitors from around the world. Fall and winter days
are mostly sunny and warm with some cold winds and frosty mornings mixed in. Spring is mild and
crisp, and summer is hot, sometimes steamy and humid.



Stay cool. Beat the heat. Enjoy your visit to Florida!



beat the heat—stay cool & safe in the sun



PROTECT YOURSELF FROM



HEAT STRESS



HEAT EXHAUSTION SYMPTOMS:
Headaches, dizziness, weakness,
ligthheadness or fainting; moist skin;
mood changes such as irritability or
confusion; upset stomach; or vomiting.



HEAT STROKE SYMPTOMS: Dry,
hot skin with no sweating; mental
confusion or losing consciousness;
seizures; or convulsions.



DRESS FOR SUMMER. Wear
lightweight, light-colored, loose-fitting
clothing. It reflects heat and sunlight
and helps your body maintain normal
temperatures.



DRINK PLENTY OF WATER OR
OTHER NONALCOHOLIC
FLUIDS. Drink plenty of water even if
you don’t feel thirsty. Your body is often
dehydrated before you feel thirsty.



PAY ATTENTION TO WHAT YOU
DRINK AND EAT. Avoid alcohol and
caffeinated drinks because they will
dehydrate you. Eating heavy meals will
increase your body temperature—eating
smaller meals more often will keep you
cooler.



PACE YOURSELF. Reduce or
eliminate strenuous activity outside or
reschedule to the coolest time of the
day—early morning before 10 a.m. is
best.



SPEND MORE TIME IN AIR-
CONDITIONED PLACES. Air
conditioning reduces danger from heat-
related illness. Spend time each day in
an air-conditioned environment.



DO YOU HAVE HEALTH ISSUES?
Check with your doctor before
increasing your fluid intake if you have:
heart, kidney or liver disease; epilepsy; a
fluid-restrictive diet; or a fluid-retention
problem.



PROTECT YOUR SKIN



FROM TOO MUCH SUN



IT’S COOL IN THE SHADE. Avoid
the sun between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m. in the summer, even on cloudy
days. Seek shade under a tree, umbrella
or shelter during this peak time.



IT’S COOL TO WEAR SHADES.
Wear sunglasses that block UV rays. UV
rays can cause cataracts.



COVER UP WITH CLOTHING. Wear
light-weight, light-colored, loose-fitting
clothing that covers your arms and legs.
Wear a hat that protects your face,
scalp, ears and neck.



DON’T FORGET SUNSCREEN.
Apply sunscreen lotion with UVA/UVB
protection and at least an SPF of 15 or
more. Reapply often. Wear sunscreen
even if you plan on being in the shade.



HEAT, HUMIDITY &



MOSQUITOES!



CLOTHING  If you must be outside
when mosquitoes are active, cover up.
Wear shoes, socks, long pants and long
sleeves.



REPELLENT Apply mosquito repellent
to bare skin and clothing. Always use
repellents according to the label.
Repellents with DEET, picaridin, oil of
lemon eucalyptus and IR3535 work well.
Use mosquito netting to protect
children younger than 2 months.



FOR MORE INFORMATION



ABOUT WAYS TO KEEP



COOL & HEALTHY, VISIT:



www.hillscountyhealth.org/



www.pinellashealth.com/



www.doh.state.fl.us/environment/
community/aquatic/beach_index_
indepth.html 



www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/
extremeheat/heat_guide.asp 



www.redcross.org



Sources: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and Occupational Safety and Health Administration.



TAMPA AVERAGE



MAXIMUM



TEMPERATURE



Jan.: 70.1
Feb.: 71.6



Mar.: 76.3
Apr.: 80.6
May: 86.3



June: 88.9
July: 89.7



Aug.: 90
Sept.: 89.0



Oct.: 84.1
Nov.: 78
Dec.: 72



Annual: 81.4
Source: National Oceanic



and Atmospheric
Administration, Tampa area



average normal
temperatures, 1971–2000.
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Hope this helps and please let me know if you have questions or input.


Thanks, so much,
Terry


Terry L. Schenk, M.S., CEM


Government Operations Consultant
Florida Department of Health
Division of Emergency Preparedness and Community Support
4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A-23
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1748
407.761.8939
Terry.Schenk@flhealth.gov








From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 7.22.20 — Burnin’ today: DeSantis, McConnell,


Trump, Jones, Donalds, Piccolo, Curry
Date: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 4:01:57 AM


The Florida Chamber Foundation’s Prosperity Initiative has pored over
the data.


It knows how many Florida children live in poverty, and it knows what
parts of the state they live in down to the ZIP code level.


But just because half of Florida’s poorest children live in 150 of the
state’s 983 ZIP codes doesn’t mean life is peachy in the other 833:
Inequality of opportunity exists in every corner of the state.
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Opportunity inequity and child poverty exist in every corner of Florida. Image via
AP.


On Wednesday, the Florida Prosperity Initiative is holding a discussion
on what businesses can do to provide those children with a pathway out
of poverty.


The 10 a.m. virtual event, titled “Ending Inequality of Opportunity,” will
see Greater Gainesville Chamber President Eric Godet, Broward
College President Gregory Haile Rep. Rene Plasencia join Florida
Chamber President Mark Wilson to discuss what those pathways
might look like and how businesses can become part of the solution.


The discussion kicks off with a primer on Florida’s equity gaps and
ways to ensure all voices are heard, from the poorest ZIP code to the
most prosperous.


The panel will then discuss how to create safer communities and
explain how the justice system could work smarter instead of harder.


Wednesday’s event is part of a series that continues with a July 29
panel on child care and families; an Aug. 7 overview of health care and
food security; an Aug. 12 talk on education and jobs; and an Aug. 19
discussion on the cost of living in Florida.


More information and registration details are available on the Florida
Chamber website.


  Situational awareness
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Tweet, tweet:


—@RealDonaldTrump: Mail-In Voting, unless changed by the courts,
will lead to the most CORRUPT ELECTION in our Nation’s History!


—@RealDonaldTrump: Looking forward to live sports, but any time I
witness a player kneeling during the National Anthem, a sign of great
disrespect for our Country and our Flag, the game is over for me!


—@MLB: It has never been about the military or the flag. The players
and coaches are using their platforms to peacefully protest.


—@MattGaetz: Liz Cheney has worked behind the scenes (and now
in public) against @realDonaldTrump and his agenda. House
Republicans deserve better as our Conference Chair. Liz Cheney
should step down or be removed.


—@BernieSanders: Rep. Ted Yoho should spend his time fighting for
the thousands of Floridians who are about to lose unemployment
benefits and face evictions, not denigrate and insult a champion of
working families like @AOC. We need more AOC and less Yoho in
Congress.
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—@RepJoseOliva: Congratulations to @FredPiccoloJr, a talented
and principled professional. I was very fortunate to work with him in the
Speaker's Office and more so to call him a friend. Gov. [Ron] DeSantis
will be well served.


—@MDixon55: Best part of not starting until next week is
@FredPiccoloJr gets to write all the member tweets congratulating him
on his new gig


—@Ylichterman: my new favorite thing is when meetings are phone
calls instead of zooms


  


MLB starts — 1; WNBA starts — 3; PLL starts — 3; TED conference
rescheduled — 4; Florida Bar exams begin in Tampa — 6; NBA season
restart in Orlando — 9; NHL resumes — 10; Florida primaries for 2020
state legislative/congressional races — 27; Democratic National
Convention in Milwaukee begins — 28; "Mulan” premieres
(rescheduled) — 30; Indy 500 rescheduled — 32; Republican National
Convention begins in Charlotte — 33; NBA draft lottery — 34; Rev. Al
Sharpton’s D.C. March — 37; U.S. Open begins — 40; “A Quiet Place
Part II” premieres — 44; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby —
45; Rescheduled date for French Open — 60; First presidential debate
in Indiana — 69; "Wonder Woman" premieres — 72; Preakness Stakes
rescheduled — 73; First vice presidential debate at the University of
Utah — 76; NBA season ends (last possible date) — 82; Second
presidential debate scheduled at Miami — 85; NBA draft — 86; Wes
Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 86; NBA free agency
— 89; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 92; 2020 General
Election — 104; “Black Widow” premieres — 111; NBA 2020-21 training
camp — 113; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 121; “No Time to
Die” premieres — 121; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 132; “Top Gun:
Maverick” premieres — 154; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 200; New
start date for 2021 Olympics — 366; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 374;
“Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres — 471; “Thor: Love
and Thunder” premieres — 569; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness” premieres — 611; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 653;
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 807.


Days until







  


“Florida adds more than 10,000 coronavirus cases as state total
climbs past 360,300“ via Michelle Marchante of the Miami Herald —
Florida’s Department of Health on Monday confirmed 10,347 additional
new cases of COVID-19, bringing the state’s total to 360,394 known
cases. There were also 90 new Florida resident deaths announced,
bringing the statewide resident death toll to 5,072. As of 3:30 p.m.
Monday, there were 9,489 COVID-19 patients admitted to hospitals
throughout the state, according to the Florida Agency for Health Care
Administration dashboard. Of those, 2,052 were in Miami-Dade, 1,266
in Broward, 624 in Palm Beach, and 15 in Monroe County, according to
the agency.


“Ron DeSantis believes Florida will soon contain virus outbreak”
via Terry Spencer, Bobby Caina Calvan and Kelli Kennedy of The
Associated Press — DeSantis expressed confidence that Florida will
soon contain its coronavirus outbreak and that hospitals can handle the
current influx of patients, putting forward a positive case even as the


Corona Florida
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state’s average daily death toll is now the nation’s worst. DeSantis told
reporters at a state Capitol news conference that hospital admissions
and the percentage of tests coming back positive seem to be plateauing
or declining in much of the state and that hospitals have sufficient
capacity in their intensive care units and overall. “The trend is much
better today than it was two weeks ago,” DeSantis said. “I am confident
that we will get through this. I am confident that the folks ... in our
hospital systems will continue to do a great job and meet the demand.
There is a lot of anxiety and fear out there and I think we are going to
be able to get through it. We are not there yet.”


Volunteers load groceries into cars during a food distribution event at St. Monica's
Catholic Church in Miami Gardens. Image via AP.


“ICU capacity not a concern for DeSantis, hospital experts” via
Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — As more than 9,500 people are
currently hospitalized for COVID-19 and more than 50 hospitals’ ICUs
are at capacity, DeSantis wants to assure Floridians that hospitals
aren’t overloaded. Data released by the Agency for Health Care
Administration doesn’t convey hospitals’ abilities to add beds or transfer
patients to other facilities within their medical system, the Governor
sought to clarify with a Tuesday roundtable with medical leaders. “Just
understand, we have a lot of rural communities and hospitals that have
zero ICU capacity under any circumstances,” DeSantis said. “They just
don’t have them, and if there is a need for that level of care, then
patients are sent to areas that are a little bit more populated that have
it.” As of Tuesday afternoon, 9,508 patients are hospitalized for COVID-
19.


“Should federal unemployment benefits be extended? DeSantis
won’t weigh in.” via Lawrence Mower and Kirby Wilson of the Tampa
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Bay Times — For hundreds of thousands of Floridians, federal
unemployment payments have been a lifeline during the coronavirus
pandemic. Those payments are set to expire Saturday. Yet when asked
whether Congress should extend them, DeSantis avoided answering
the question during a Tuesday news conference. “I haven’t been
following what they’re doing,” he told a reporter. A spokeswoman for the
governor did not respond when asked the same question on Monday.
Whether to extend the federal $600-per-week benefits is one of the
most pressing issues facing Congress, which reconvened this week
with a focus on debating another coronavirus relief package.


  


“School reopening ‘strings’ bedevil stimulus talks” via Nicole
Gaudiano, Michael Stratford and Juan Perez of POLITICO Florida —
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said Republicans will include
$105 billion as part of the economic stimulus bill they plan to roll out this
week to ensure "educators have the resources they need to safely
reopen." Claiming to one-up House Democrats, the majority leader said
the impending bill includes even more education funding than the
competing plan the House passed in May, H.R. 6800 (116). Democratic
leaders say the Republican offer is dead, however, if those dollars are
tied to Trump's demands that schools reopen for in-person instruction
this fall. “The devil is in the details,” Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer said.


Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer says ‘the devil is in the details’ when it
comes to negotiations for stimulus.


“Virus concerns nudge some teachers toward classroom exits” via
Kantele Franko of The Associated Press — As pressure mounts for


Back to school?
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teachers to return to their classrooms this fall, concerns about health
risks from the coronavirus are pushing many toward alternatives,
including career changes, as others mobilize to delay school
reopenings in hard-hit areas. Teachers' unions have begun pushing
back on what they see as unnecessarily aggressive timetables for
reopening. The largest unions say the timing should be guided by
whether districts have the ability, and funding, to implement protocols
and precautions to protect students and teachers, even if that means
balking at calls from Trump to resume in-person instruction. On
Monday, a teachers union filed a lawsuit to block the reopening of
schools in Florida, where state officials have ordered school districts to
reopen campuses as an option unless local health officials deem that to
be unsafe.


“'Not the same kids': Preparing for social, emotional challenges
when students return to school” via Casey Chapter of the
Tallahassee Democrat — On the first day of school, students will not
hug friends after months away from the classroom. They will not share
smiles with teachers who never got a formal goodbye. Rather, with half
their faces covered while filing off school buses, children in Leon
County Schools will receive temperature checks and medical
screenings from staff. Then, they'll sit in socially-distanced classrooms.
Returning to school during the coronavirus pandemic will be a different
experience for every student, but for some it may be jarring. As School
Board Chair Dee Dee Rasmussen said during a recent board meeting:
"The kids that left us at Spring Break are not the same kids that will be
coming back."


Leon County School Board Chair Dee Dee Rasmussen says the kids that left for
Spring Break are not the same ones who will be coming back. Image via the


Tallahassee Democrat.


“Aug. 31 is proposed new start date for Palm Beach County
schools” via Lois K. Solomon of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
Palm Beach County students will likely have to wait three more weeks
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for the start of their virtual classes. The proposed new opening date is
Aug. 31. The School Board will vote on Wednesday whether to select
that Monday instead of Aug. 10, the previously planned start date. The
board is planning to train teachers in the coming weeks in how best to
teach classes online in new formats that they say will provide an
improved learning experience over the spring semester. The later start
also allows time for the delivery of 82,000 laptop computers to be used
at home by needy students. Those deliveries are expected to begin
Aug. 17, School Board member Karen Brill said.


— “First day of school in Escambia County will likely be delayed
two weeks” via Kevin Robinson of the Pensacola News Journal


— “Okaloosa superintendent recommends pushing back start date
to Aug. 31” via Wendy Victora of the NWF Daily News


— “Santa Rosa County schools look to push back first day, offer
remote learning option” via Jim Little of the Pensacola News Journal


“School nurses furloughed as classes go online” via John Pacenti of
The Palm Beach Post — Some 233 school health employees, woven
into the educational experience, on Monday became collateral damage
to the economic ravages of the coronavirus pandemic. Palm Beach
County’s Health Care District, which employs the nurses, health care
technicians and their supervisors, confirmed on Monday that it made
the “difficult decision” to furlough them. The furlough follows one that
came in March. “How can a nurse be out of a job during a pandemic?
That just blows my mind,” said one school nurse who declined to be
identified. The reason cited for the furloughs is simple: The county’s
school district announced it would start the school year with remote
learning with no end in sight. Some of these nurses will not be coming
back even when in-person classes resume.


Meanwhile ...“Rick Scott’s grandchildren will be ‘distance learning’
when school starts” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics — Scott
wants schools open, but he said his grandchildren won’t be in them. On
Tuesday’s edition of Varney and Co. on the Fox Business Network, the
first-term Senator from Naples said that while parents should have
“choice,” that choice should include distance learning in addition to five
days in brick and mortar buildings. “My daughters are going to be more
focused on distance learning right now to make sure their children are
safe,” Scott told Varney. “Other parents are going to want to make sure
their kids are in the classroom.” Scott said that parents have their own
reasons for sending their kids to school, such as free lunches. “Some
[parents] are going to do it because it’s a way for students to get a
subsidized meal, things like that,” Scott said.
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“Miami-Dade changes COVID reporting calculations to align with
state” via Daniel Chang and Ben Conarck of the Miami Herald — After
months of posting a higher rate of positive test results for COVID-19
than the state, Miami-Dade County officials have changed the way they
calculate and report the metric. The county changed the way it
calculates the rate in order to more closely align with the Florida
Department of Health’s method of arriving at the local positive test rate
for new cases. The county’s rate has been higher than the state’s for
months, a discrepancy that caused difficulty for local leaders trying to
determine whether to impose closures and other safety measures. On
Tuesday, the New Normal dashboard also was changed to add a page
showing the state’s positivity rate chart for Miami-Dade.


“South Florida hospitals scramble to reinforce nurses, treatments
as COVID surge continues” via Ben Conarck and Daniel Chang of the
Miami Herald — Nearly six weeks into South Florida’s COVID
resurgence, the region’s largest nonprofit hospital system has been


Corona local
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pushed deep into surge mode, with Baptist Health of South Florida
treating 831 COVID patients. That’s over a third of the roughly 2,300
hospitalized with the disease throughout Miami-Dade, and nearly
double the number of COVID patients being treated at the county’s
public hospital, Jackson Health System, which had 453 patients on
Tuesday morning. Baptist Health, Jackson Health and Memorial
Healthcare System in Broward have all shouldered high patient loads
for weeks, and all reported operating near capacity despite having
recently received new shipments of remdesivir, one of the few
treatments proven to reduce hospital stays.


With the spread of COVID-19 increasing, many hospitals in South Florida are
working overtime to reinforce nurses and treatments.


“Miami puts cops on alert for crackdown on wearing masks” via
Wells Dusenbury of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Miami is cracking
down on wearing masks this week, assembling a team of 39 police
officers dedicated solely to enforcing mask violations amid the COVID-
19 pandemic. Mayor Francis Suarez announced the stepped-up
enforcement effort Tuesday — one of the many ways that local
governments across South Florida are trying to curb the virus’ spread
while holding off on issuing stay-at-home orders. The decision comes
five days after Miami-Dade commissioners passed an ordinance giving
all of the county’s code and fire inspectors the power to issue tickets of
up to $100 for individuals and $500 for businesses, bringing an
increase to the number of officials — in addition to police — who can
enforce the rules.


“University of Miami will turn a dorm into COVID-19 quarantine
space” via Alexis Masciarella of the Miami New Times — The state's
public universities have said they'll offer in-person classes with strict
guidelines. The University of Miami, meanwhile, is already making
plans for what will happen when one the inevitable occurs and one or
more of its 17,000 students gets sick. UM will quarantine sick students
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at Mahoney-Pearson Residential College, a dorm typically reserved for
upperclassmen. Mahoney-Pearson meets CDC guidelines with its
availability of single dorm rooms and private bathrooms that will be set
aside and utilized for quarantine purposes if needed. Nearby hotels will
be used if space at Mahoney-Pearson is unavailable.


UM will quarantine sick students at Mahoney-Pearson Residential College, a
dorm typically reserved for upperclassmen.


Assignment editors — Rep. Shevrin Jones, Broward Mayor Dale
Holness, Broward County Commissioner Dr. Barbara Sharief,
Broward Sheriff Gregory Tony, West Park Vice Mayor Brian Johnson
and West Park Commissioner Felicia Brunson will hold a news
conference to discuss the ongoing health crisis in the importance of
COVID-19 community testing, 9 a.m., Koinonia Worship Center and
Village, 4900 W Hallandale Beach Blvd., Hollywood. RSVP by email at
jessica.garafola@myfloridahouse.gov with subject line “Press
Conference RSVP.”


“Maskless block party in western PBC fuels talk of Glades curfew”
via Eliot Kleinberg of The Palm Beach Post — Frustrated by reports of
a 600-person weekend block party in Pahokee that saw neither face
masks nor social distancing, Palm Beach County’s chief administrator
says she’s considering a curfew for the Glades during the coronavirus
pandemic if there’s no better way to stop large crowds from gathering
and potentially spreading the illness. “I don’t foresee having to
implement a curfew,” Verdenia Baker said on Monday, “but I will if I
have to.” Public health officials have warned throughout the pandemic
that large, informal gatherings such as block parties are prime spots for
spreading the virus, which people pass to each other through droplets
of saliva. Many have called for limits of 10 people in any group setting.
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The crowd gathered Saturday night about three blocks from the center
of the town along Lake Okeechobee, the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s
Office reported.


  


“‘It is not improving.’ Pinellas hospitals give a grim coronavirus
update.” via Mark Puente of the Tampa Bay Times — As the
coronavirus continues to spread across Florida, leaders of Pinellas
County’s top hospitals urged the County Commission to keep the local
emergency order in place and to continue the requirement to make
people wear masks in public. Hospital executives from AdventHealth,
BayCare and HCA told commissioners about nursing shortages, slow
test results, rising virus cases, intensive care units filling up with
patients and a drop in the average age of people getting sick from
COVID-19. Those younger patients are now requiring advanced
medical care to fight the virus, doctors said. “We have not made a huge
dent in flattening the curve,” said Dr. Larry Feinman, chief medical
officer for 18 HCA hospitals in West Florida. “It is not improving and you
need to know that.”


Pinellas County Commissioners keep social distance in their first in-person
meeting in months. After medical professionals told them ‘it is not improving’ the


Commission voted 7-0 to extend the county's emergency order. Image via
Pinellas County Commission.


“Tampa General doctor: ‘our slope actually is a little above’ NYC at
its coronavirus peak” via Seán Kinane of WMNF — Florida now has
more average daily deaths than any other state. Dr. Jason Wilson, the
Medical Director of the Clinical Decision Unit at Tampa General
Hospital, says Hillsborough County’s coronavirus infection numbers are
very close to New York City’s at the height of the pandemic there. Dr.
Wilson said despite the immense infection numbers, Florida may be
reaching a plateau. A month ago, Florida was averaging 33 coronavirus
deaths a day. Overall, 5,317 people have died in Florida from COVID-


More local
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19 since March 1 and nearly 370,000 have tested positive for the
disease. About 19% of tests have returned positive in Florida over the
last week, compared to 10% a month ago and 2.3% in late May.


“Hillsborough commission to kill emergency group” via C.T. Bowen
of the Tampa Bay Times — Hillsborough County is now poised to kill its
Emergency Policy Group. Commission Chairman Les Miller Jr.
proposed last week to keep the group in place to address weather
emergencies, but to strip it of its authority to deal with the coronavirus
pandemic. Instead, the Hillsborough County Commission voted
unanimously Tuesday to advance a planned ordinance change
abolishing the group entirely. The vote came after Fire Chief Dennis
Jones said the county should have a unified response to all hazards
and should not have a separate body to respond to hurricanes. “I think
it will save lives,” said Commissioner Pat Kemp. “... It’s not working well
for us at this time.”


  Corona nation
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“Donald Trump backtracks on masks, calling them ‘patriotic’ after
allies split” via David R. Baker and Margaret Newkirk of Bloomberg —
Trump’s administration on Monday pushed to encourage mask-wearing,
explicitly endorsing a measure widely seen as crucial to stemming the
coronavirus pandemic, and potentially quelling a bitter debate that
experts say costs lives. The president, who for months resisted
covering his face in public, tweeted that “it is Patriotic to wear a face
mask when you can’t socially distance.” The reversal followed polls that
showed Trump’s refusal to champion masks was out of step with
citizens worried by rising case counts nationwide. It also comes as
Republican governors, facing outbreaks spiraling beyond control, begin
to break with Trump on the issue.


Donald Trump backtracks on wearing masks, now calling it ‘patriotic.’


“Former CDC chief: Most states fail to report data key to
controlling the coronavirus pandemic” via Lena H. Sun of The
Washington Post — Six months after the first coronavirus case
appeared in the United States, most states are failing to report critical
information needed to track and control the resurgence of COVID-19,
the disease caused by the virus, according to an analysis released
Tuesday by a former top Obama administration health official. The
analysis is the first comprehensive review of covid-19 data that all 50
states and Washington, D.C., are using to make decisions about
policies on mask-wearing and opening schools and businesses. Some
essential information that would show response effectiveness is not
being reported at all. Only two states report data on how quickly contact
tracers were able to interview people who test positive to learn about
potential contacts.


“U.S. lab giant warns of new COVID-19 testing crunch in autumn”
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via David Crow of The Financial Times — The largest laboratory
company in the U.S. warned it will be impossible to increase
coronavirus testing capacity to cope with demand during the autumn flu
season, in a sign that crippling delays will continue to hamper the US
response to the pandemic. James Davis, executive vice president of
general diagnostics at Quest Diagnostics, said “other solutions need to
be found” to detect positive patients in addition to the nasal swab tests
currently in use. The comments come as testing companies including
Quest and its main rival LabCorp are already struggling to keep up with
demand.


  


“Republicans back stimulus checks but payroll tax cut in question”
via Laura Litvan and Erik Wasson of Bloomberg — Republicans crafting
their own plan for a new U.S. virus-relief bill broadly endorsed a fresh
round of stimulus checks to individuals, extended supplemental jobless
benefits and more money for testing while voicing doubts over Trump’s
desired payroll tax cut. The details remained in flux Tuesday as GOP
senators hashed out their opening bid in negotiations with Democrats
on legislation to prop up the hobbled U.S. economy. The differences
between the GOP and White House threatens to push any action on the
stimulus into August. A linchpin for Republicans is Trump’s insistence
on cutting or suspending the payroll tax paid by employers and
employees, which funds Social Security and Medicare. Trump has
suggested he might not sign a bill without the payroll tax cut.


Mitch McConnell and Senate Republicans are crafting their own virus relief bill,
which will include another round of stimulus checks. Image via Bloomberg.


“Florida adds 120,000 new unemployment claims in one week” via
Drew Dixon of Florida Politics — Floridians filed more than 120,000
new unemployment claims in the past week as the depths of the
coronavirus outbreak linger well into the summer, according to Florida


Corona economics
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Department of Economic Opportunity data released this week. Total
unemployment claims increased to 3.18 million since the pandemic
began to sweep through Florida in March, up from 3.06 million the week
prior. There was a slight slowdown in jobless claims last week, more at
the pace of late June and early July. And new claims are far from the
500,000 claims filed weekly in the early months of the economic
slowdown.


“DeSantis stays quiet on liability issues” via Christine Sexton of the
News Service of Florida — Twenty-one Republican governors sent a
letter this week to congressional leaders arguing that businesses,
health care workers and schools need lawsuit protections because of
the COVID-19 pandemic, but DeSantis did not sign-on. Congress is
considering another COVID-19 relief package, and many Republicans
contend that liability protections need to be part of any legislation that is
ultimately passed and sent to Trump. DeSantis was one of five
Republican governors who did not sign on to the request, along with the
governors of Georgia, Massachusetts, South Dakota and Vermont. It
wasn’t the first time that DeSantis, who is an attorney, has been mum
on the issue of lawsuit protections.


“Banks eye ditching real estate with workers wanting to stay
home” via Jennifer Surane of Bloomberg — Roughly 61% of bank
executives surveyed by Accenture Plc said they don’t expect all of their
employees to be called back to the office, and more than 40% said they
plan to reduce their real estate footprint as a result of the coronavirus
pandemic and their new workforce strategies. Many financial-services
firms are considering a hybrid model in which employees come to the
office three days a week and work from home the other two, according
to Laurie McGraw, head of Accenture’s capital markets practice in
North America. The country’s biggest banks have slowly begun
returning some workers to offices in recent weeks after sending them
home in March to slow the spread of the virus. Still, some have had to
pull back on their efforts as states around the U.S. see a spike in cases.


  


“Double-shot COVID-19 vaccines multiply immunization
challenges” via James Paton, Robert Langreth and Stephanie Baker of
Bloomberg — When it comes to protecting the world from the
coronavirus, two doses of a vaccine may be better than one. But
doubling the number of jabs each person needs could complicate
efforts to immunize billions of people. The latest results from front-
runners in the sprint to come up with a vaccine, including the University
of Oxford-AstraZeneca Plc partnership and Moderna Inc., highlight that
prospect. Both efforts are conducting final-stage testing with two doses.
Producing vaccines and deploying them to the world’s population in the
midst of a pandemic would be a massive feat even if researchers are


More corona



https://newsserviceflorida.com/app/post.cfm?postID=37479&email=saintpeter4@gmail.com&token=57FC2B7C-D56C-4071-8495-AD4012DDEF1D&key=24EED3D2C06DADF646453AC12AFBD6

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkdshy-edrdjlhjd-th/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkdshy-edrdjlhjd-th/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkdshy-edrdjlhjd-tk/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkdshy-edrdjlhjd-tk/





able to deliver single-dose inoculations. A need for two would make
manufacturing and logistics even more complex. Those challenges
would get even tougher if a vaccine’s efficacy wanes over time and
repeat doses are needed, potentially every year.


Two doses of a vaccine make vaccinating billions of people considerably more
challenging.


What Evan Power is reading — “Wearing a mask ‘reduces deadly
power of virus’” via The Times — Masks do help to protect the wearer,
as well as people they meet, according to research by infectious
disease experts. A team at the University of California, San Francisco,
says masks can reduce the amount of virus that gets into someone’s
system, meaning they do not get as badly sick. In England, face
coverings are mandatory on public transport and will become so in
shops and supermarkets from July 24. The requirement appears to
have strong public support, with only 19% of Britons opposing
compulsory wearing of masks in shops, according to a survey last week
by the research company ORB International.
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“Trump’s show of federal force sparking alarm in cities” via Colleen
Long, Ben Fox and Jill Colvin of The Associated Press — Trump is
using the Department of Homeland Security in unprecedented ways as
he tries to bolster his law and order credentials by making a heavy-
handed show of force in cities around the nation in the lead-up to the
November elections. Trump has already deployed Homeland Security
agents to Portland on the grounds of protecting federal buildings from
protesters, drawing intense criticism from local leaders who say the
federal presence has only exacerbated tensions rather than promoting
public safety. Under Trump’s latest plan, yet to be publicly announced,
about 150 Homeland Security Investigations agents would go to
Chicago to help local law enforcement deal with a spike in crime.


Smoldering



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkdshy-edrdjlhjd-ir/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkdshy-edrdjlhjd-iy/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkdshy-edrdjlhjd-ij/





Chicago police and activists crowd around a vehicle that tried to drive through the
protesters' circle in Chicago. Image via AP.


“Majority of voters say U.S. society is racist as support grows for
Black Lives Matter” via Sabrina Saddiqui of The Wall Street Journal —
Voters in growing numbers believe that Black and Hispanic Americans
are discriminated against, and a majority of 56% holds the view that
American society is racist, a new Wall Street Journal/NBC News poll
finds. The poll finds that Americans of all races and age groups share
significant concerns about discrimination nearly two months after
George Floyd, a Black man, was killed in police custody in
Minneapolis. Nearly three-quarters of Americans, 71%, believe that
race relations are either very or fairly bad.


“Hate speech has soared online since George Floyd's death” via
Sara Fischer of Axios — Since the day after Floyd's death on May 26,
the rate of hate speech online in the U.S., as tracked by one digital
measurement firm, has been nearly three times higher than typical. On
June 3, at the height of nationwide protests, DoubleVerify, which uses
its own technology to scan pages online so advertisers can avoid
objectionable content, says instances of hate speech were more than
4.5 times higher than usual, the highest-ever rate it has measured to
date. States with heavy protests experienced the highest levels of hate
speech online.


“How a one-man Black Lives Matter protest has tested Miami
town’s police force” via Aaron Leibowitz and Charles Rabin of the
Miami Herald — When 20-year-old Sebastian De La Hoz embarked on
a one-man Black Lives Matter protest from the Freedom Tower in
downtown Miami last month, he walked for hours, finding himself 10
miles away in the sleepy coastal town of Bay Harbor Islands, north of
Miami Beach, as the sun went down. His June 4 protest, 10 days after
the police killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis, was seemingly the
only BLM action to reach the small, mostly white community. And his
subsequent arrest for blocking traffic became not only an ordeal for him,
but also a test for the police department when one officer-involved
questioned the decision.


“BLM organizer grabbed flags from a Cubans for Trump caravan.
Now he faces robbery charge” via David Ovalle and Charles Rabin of
the Miami Herald — One of the chief organizers of Black Lives Matters
protests in Miami is facing felony charges after he was accused of
stealing a flag from a car during a recent Cubans for Trump caravan in
downtown Miami. Jonathan Gartrelle, has been one of the most visible
protest figures over weeks of protests in Miami over police brutality. He
was jailed Monday night and released early Tuesday after posting
bond. The arrest comes as the Miami police department has stepped
up arrests on Black Lives Matter protesters in recent days, charging
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those they say are obstructing traffic. Gartrelle himself was struck by an
SUV during the Cubans for Trump caravan on Saturday after stepping
in front of the vehicle on the roadway, although police claimed he did
not want to pursue charges.


South Beach resident Jonathan Gartrelle participates in a BLM protest in
Wynwood. Gartrelle is now facing felony theft charges for stealing a flag from a


car. Image via the Miami Herald.


“Pensacola attorneys say there are no legal grounds to stop
Confederate monument removal” via Kevin Robinson of the
Pensacola News Journal — The Sons of Confederate Veterans, Save
Southern Heritage and other groups obtained an emergency temporary
restraining order to prevent the city from removing the controversial
monument. They argued taking down the monument would violate
Pensacola's own historic preservation and archaeological review
ordinances, as well Florida statutes against disturbing tombs with
"possible historical human remains." Pensacola Mayor Grover
Robinson said city attorney Susan Woolf thoroughly reviewed
applicable laws before the City Council voted to remove the monument
last week. "We don't have any remains of any soldiers that were buried
there," Robinson said.
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“Trump aims to bar those in U.S. illegally from reapportionment”
via Kevin Freking and Mike Schneider of The Associated Press —
Trump signed a memorandum Tuesday that seeks to bar people in the
U.S. illegally from being counted in congressional reapportionment, a
move that drew immediate criticism and promises of court challenges
on constitutional grounds. Trump said that including people who are in
the country illegally in the apportionment process “would create
perverse incentives and undermine our system of government.”
Reapportionment is the process for redistributing seats in the U.S.
House of Representatives based on changes in population found in
each decennial census. The Supreme Court blocked the
administration’s effort to add a citizenship question to the 2020 census
form, with a majority saying the administration’s rationale for the
citizenship question appeared to be contrived.


D.C. matters
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Donald Trump signed a memorandum barring those in the country illegally from
counting toward congressional reapportionment. Image via AP.


“Matt Gaetz demands Liz Cheney be removed from House GOP
leadership” via Axios — U.S. Rep. Gaetz called on House Republican
Conference chair Liz Cheney to "step down or be removed" after a
heated conference meeting on Tuesday. His call came after U.S. Rep.
Jim Jordan and other members of the conservative House Freedom
Caucus attacked Cheney, the most senior female Republican in the
House, for breaking with Trump on several occasions and supporting a
primary opponent against Rep. Thomas Massie. Behind the scenes,
about five or six members of the House GOP conference are upset at
Cheney, but the majority support how she has carried herself, a source
familiar with the meeting told Axios' Alayna Treene.


“Democrats defend Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez after tense exchange
with Ted Yoho” via Sarah Ferris of POLITICO — Democrats are
rallying to the defense of Ocasio-Cortez after she was reportedly
verbally harassed by a Republican lawmaker outside of the Capitol on
Monday. The progressive New York Democrat was confronted by Yoho
over her views that joblessness and poverty have caused a surge of
crime in New York City in recent weeks, a confrontation that was
witnessed and recounted by a reporter of The Hill newspaper. “I never
spoke to Rep. Yoho before he decided to accost me on the steps of the
nation’s Capitol yesterday,” Ocasio-Cortez tweeted Tuesday in
response to the story. Yoho called Ocasio-Cortez “disgusting” when he
walked past her on the steps of the Capitol on Monday, referring to her
comments on crime. "You are out of your freaking mind," he said.


  Statewide
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“Fred Piccolo is named DeSantis spokesperson” via Mary Ellen Klas
of the Miami Herald — Piccolo, the communications director for the
Florida Speaker of the House, will move to a new role as the chief
spokesperson for DeSantis. Piccolo replaces Helen Aguirre Ferré,
who was named Thursday the new executive director of the Florida
Republican Party. Piccolo is a native of Buffalo, New York, who moved
to Florida in 1984 and attended high school in St. Petersburg. He
attended the University of Central Florida, graduating with a degree in
history and economics, and earned a law degree from Stetson
University. Piccolo has been the primary spokesperson for the last two
speakers of the Florida House of Representatives, José Oliva of Miami
Lakes and former state Representative and current Education
Commissioner Richard Corcoran.


Congratulations to Fred Piccolo, who has been named Ron DeSantis’ new
communications director. Image via Twitter.


“University system fights fee refunds case” via the News Service of
Florida — The state university system is asking a Leon County circuit
judge to toss out a potential class-action lawsuit in which students are
seeking partial refunds of fees they paid for the spring semester. The
lawsuit stems from universities shutting down their campuses because
of the coronavirus pandemic and moving to online classes. The
plaintiffs argue they should receive partial refunds of such expenses as
activities fees, athletics fees and transportation fees. But in a motion to
dismiss the case, attorneys for the university system's Board of
Governors argued, in part, that the system’s fee structure is established
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in state law.


“Challenge to dog racing ban goes to appeals court” via the News
Service of Florida — A legal challenge to a 2018 constitutional
amendment that will end greyhound racing in Florida has gone to a
federal appeals court. The industry group Support Working Animals,
Inc., and individual plaintiffs filed a notice they Are appealing a June 12
decision by U.S. District Judge Mark Walker, who granted a request by
Attorney General Ashley Moody to dismiss the case. As is common,
the notice does not detail arguments the plaintiffs will make at the 11th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. The lawsuit argues that the voter-
approved ballot measure violates a series of rights under the U.S.
Constitution, including equal-protection rights because horse racing will
be allowed to continue at pari-mutuel facilities while dog racing will be
blocked.


“John Couriel disqualification sought in Renatha Francis
appointment case” via the News Service of Florida — Attorneys for
state Rep. Geraldine Thompson are seeking the disqualification of
Justice Couriel from a case challenging the appointment of Palm
Beach County Circuit Judge Francis to the Florida Supreme Court.
DeSantis announced the appointments of Couriel and Francis to the
Supreme Court. While Couriel has started serving as a justice, Francis
is ineligible to serve on the high court until Sept. 24, when she will mark
her 10th year as a member of The Florida Bar. Thompson filed a
lawsuit contending that the Florida Supreme Court Judicial Nominating
Commission “exceeded the limits of its authority” by including Francis’
name on a list of nine nominees sent to DeSantis.


“Utility regulators to eye COVID-19 customer impacts” via the News
Service of Florida — The Florida Public Service Commission has
scheduled a meeting to get briefed on the financial impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic on utility customers. During the July 29 meeting,
utilities will discuss issues such as the numbers of customers who are
late in making payments or who have stopped making payments and
the resulting amount of “bad debt,” according to a notice for the
meeting. Early in the pandemic, utilities took steps such as suspending
service disconnections for nonpayment of bills. But as the pandemic
has continued, at least some utilities are moving toward resuming
more-normal business operations.


“FEMA stands firm on Oct. 11 for tenants at Bay County camps to
find permanent housing” via Jacqueline Bostick of The Panama City
News-Herald — For Cathy Coy, Oct. 11 is coming too soon. The date
is the deadline for the 49-year-old and her fellow FEMA tenants in
temporary housing units to find permanent housing. “Hopefully, it all
comes together and they do something (else). Otherwise, good luck
getting me out of here,” Coy said, reaching down to pet her rescue dog
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Angel. She is one of 224 tenants participating in the program, which
was offered to Panhandle residents who lost their homes to Hurricane
Michael. She has lived at the FEMA group site at the fairgrounds on
15th Street and Sherman Avenue in Panama City since it opened
March last year.


Happening today — The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission begins a two-day virtual meeting to consider a draft rule
that would suspend wild oyster harvesting in Apalachicola Bay through
the end of 2025 as well as a proposal to move the end of the
commercial stone crab season from May 15 to April 15, 9 a.m. meeting
will be livestreamed on The Florida Channel.


“Broward clerk of courts to admit fault in ethics probe over
finances” via Rafael Olmeda of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
Broward Clerk of Courts Brenda Forman is set to resolve a state ethics
probe this week by admitting she misstated her financial status for four
straight years, starting when she first became a candidate for public
office. Forman, 62, and the Florida Commission on Ethics reached a
proposed agreement in which she will pay a $5,000 fine for apparently
blurring her financial assets and debts while omitting bank account
information — Forman admitted the errors and said she overlooked
some instructions and didn’t understand others. She denied deliberately
misleading the commission.


Broward Clerk of Courts Brenda Forman is resolving a state ethics probe by
admitting she misstated her financial status for four years. Image via Law.com.


“Ex-Seminole Tax Collector Joel Greenberg was stealing customer
IDs ‘until his last day in office,' feds say” via Jeff Weiner and Martin
E. Comas of the Orlando Sentinel — When federal agents raided the
Lake Mary home of then-Seminole County Tax Collector Joel
Greenberg in late June, they said they found in his wallet a pair of fake
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driver’s licenses he’d manufactured using the personal information of
customers who’d surrendered old IDs to his office. But evidence that
Greenberg was habitually exploiting his public office to create bogus
identification cards didn’t stop there, prosecutors say. Inside
Greenberg’s work vehicle, agents found his backpack, which held three
more licenses from Canada, Virginia and Florida, belonging to
Seminole County residents who’d recently obtained new Florida
licenses.


“‘Your ass is the devil’ — Miami Beach locked in racy sex
harassment suit” via Francisco Alvarado of Florida Bulldog — What
started out as a close workplace friendship between two Miami Beach
female finance department employees has devolved into a lurid sexual
harassment lawsuit against the city. Ginette Luxama, a former city
financial analyst, recently sued Miami Beach in Miami federal court
alleging her ex-boss, deputy finance director Allison Williams,
regularly demeaned her by making lewd and inappropriate comments
about her body in the months before she was fired on May 1, 2019.
Luxama claims that on three occasions last year Williams also
inappropriately touched her buttocks and her breasts, as well as
instructing her not to bend over because her body was sexually
arousing to other employees. After she was fired, Luxama filed a
discrimination complaint with the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission and Florida Commission on Human Relations, the lawsuit
states.


“UF students, get used to this topic: artificial intelligence” via Divya
Kumar of the Tampa Bay Times — The University of Florida announced
a $70 million partnership that will bring artificial intelligence to the
forefront of the school’s technology programs and introduce the topic
more broadly to the student body. The joint effort with the California-
based company NVIDIA will result in the hiring of 100 new faculty and
touch every UF graduate with at least one class exposing them to
artificial intelligence concepts, the university said. It also will give UF the
fastest artificial intelligence supercomputer in higher education, officials
said. The discipline is a branch of computer science that has brought
the world products like self-driving cars, food delivery robots and
computers that engage humans in a game of chess.


  


Erin Ballas, Jack Cory, Keyna Cory, Public Affairs Consultants:
Florida Nurses Association


Richard Heffley, Kelly Horton, Heffley & Associates: Accountable
Care Transactions, Coastal Diagnostics Group


Nick Iarossi, Ron LaFace, Capital City Consulting: AMN Healthcare,


Lobby regs
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Integrated Home Care Services


Chris Moya, Dean Mead: Transformations Treatment Center


  


“Trump’s reelection effort has spent more than $983 million, a
record sum at this point in the campaign” via Michelle Ye Hee Lee
and Anu Narayanswamy of The Washington Post — Trump’s
campaign, the Republican Party and two affiliated committees have
spent more than $983 million since 2017, a record-breaking sum toward
a reelection effort at this point in the presidential campaign, new filings
show. The Trump campaign alone has spent $240 million, and
presumptive Democratic nominee Joe Biden’s campaign has spent
$165 million, as the two sides ramped up their general-election efforts,
according to Federal Election Commission filings made public Monday.
Trump has raised and spent money on his reelection bid since 2017,
earlier in his term than previous presidents. At this point in 2012, the
Barack Obama campaign, the Democratic Party and a joint fundraising
committee had spent roughly half that amount, at about $552 million,
federal records show. Trump’s 2016 campaign, run on a shoestring
budget, cost $878 million.


2020
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Donald Trump’s spending on his reelection effort is already approaching a
whopping $1 billion. Image via Getty.


“Joe Biden’s campaign ready to turn up effort in Florida” via Scott
Powers of Florida Politics — Having spent about $15 million on its
swing-state advertising in the past five weeks, Biden‘s presidential
campaign intends to spend $15 million more this week across Florida
and five other states. The campaign announced Tuesday it is ramping
up its general election paid media efforts across TV, radio, digital, and
print while releasing another COVID-19-related commercial, “Truth,”
one on Biden’s record, “Tested,” and a new Spanish-language ad,
“Soñar es lograr.” The Florida advertising, which last week expanded
into Fort Myers, will now move into Panama City and Pensacola and
Mobile, Alabama, as the Biden campaign stakes a claim in the
Panhandle. In “Truth,” a one-minute ad, Biden makes a case for a
unified, national approach, personal responsibility, and lead-by-example
leadership from the White House to battle the coronavirus outbreak.


“Anti-Trump Lincoln Project founders set sights on Marco Rubio,
DeSantis” via Florida Politics — “We burned our boats and our bridges
when we did this,” said John Weaver, a founder of the Lincoln Project,
speaking with Craig Melvin on MSNBC. “There’s no going back here.
We have announced what we are doing, we said we wanted to be part
of a grand coalition that dispatched Trump and Trumpism. People
forgot about the Trumpism part.” To accomplish that, Weaver said
Trump supporters in the U.S. Senate and statehouses should expect to
be targeted. “(That includes) these MAGA governors in Florida, and
Texas, and Georgia, and Arizona. They were so afraid of offending the
President that they were literally willing to sacrifice their citizens as
opposed to doing the right thing with the COVID pandemic.”


“State presses case on felons’ voting rights” via Dara Kam of the
News Service of Florida — Accusing voting-rights groups of “a grievous
bait-and-switch,” lawyers for DeSantis asked a federal appeals court to
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keep hundreds of thousands of felons from voting unless they pay
court-ordered financial obligations associated with their convictions.
The DeSantis administration is asking the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals to reverse a ruling by a Tallahassee federal judge in a legal
fight that could have a significant impact on the outcome of the
November presidential election in Florida. U.S. District Judge Robert
Hinkle in May cemented an October preliminary injunction in which he
decided the state cannot deny voting rights to felons who cannot afford
to pay court-ordered financial obligations.


  


“Republican Mayor backs Sheriff’s Jacksonville convention
security concerns” via David Smiley of the Miami Herald —
Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry said that he agrees with the Duval
County sheriff that the existing security plan and resources for the
Republican National Convention are inadequate, and said he would not
be comfortable hosting the event next month unless that changes. “Any
event, anything we put on in the city of Jacksonville, I have to have my
sheriff telling me it can be done,” said Curry, the Republican co-
chairman of the 2020 Jacksonville Host Committee, “that he has the
resources he needs and that it can be done in a safe and responsible
way.” But he said those efforts must address concerns raised Monday
by Republican Sheriff Mike Williams that planning for event security is
“past the point of no return.”


Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry and Sheriff Mike Williams share the same
concerns over security for the RNC.


Convention countdown
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“RNC to hawk Donald Trump Jr.'s new book” via Alex Isenstadt of
Politico — Trump has a new book coming out next month, and he’ll
have a powerful ally helping him sell it: the Republican National
Committee. The RNC is buying copies of the first son’s forthcoming
“Liberal Privilege,” which it will offer to donors who contribute at least
$75. The committee orchestrated a similar fundraising campaign last
year around Trump’s previous book, “Triggered” — a move that led to
accusations that the RNC was boosting sales to land him in the coveted
top slot of The New York Times bestseller list.


  


“Federal reports show Florida Democrats raised $1.2M,
Republicans $720K in June” via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics —
Florida Democrats outraised Republicans last month, but trail by
millions in cash on hand, new reports filed with the Federal Elections
Commission show. The Democratic Executive Committee of Florida
brought in $1.21 million across 500 contributions last month. The party
raised half again more than it did in May, when it reported $829,000 in


More from the trail
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receipts, though it finished June with less money in the bank. The
declining balance stems from nearly $1.35 million in spending, including
$215,000 in transfers to the Florida Democratic Party’s nonfederal
account; $112,000 to Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida for health
insurance premiums; $65,500 for mailers from Mission Control, Inc.;
and $55,000 to 76 Words for digital media services. Heading into July,
the account had about $495,000 in the bank, down from $893,000
heading into June. The committee also had $913,000 in debts, putting it
in the red overall. Also of note, the federal account doesn’t list any loan
repayments for the Paycheck Protection Program funds it received last
month.


“NRA puts support, firepower behind Byron Donalds in critical CD
19 primary” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — The National Rifle
Association endorsed Donalds for Congress Tuesday. “I’m honored to
receive an endorsement from the NRA,” Donalds said. “I have always
fought to protect law-abiding citizens’ right to defend themselves and
the ones they love, even when it was not popular. “ The support could
prove critical for Donalds, a top contender in the heated Republican
primary in Florida’s 19th Congressional District. One of two lawmakers
still in the running, Donalds is the only candidate who voted against a
school safety and gun control package following the Marjorie Stoneman
Douglas High School shooting in 2018. That legislation drew a lawsuit
from the NRA, which argued against raising the gun purchasing age in
Florida from 18 to 21. The bill also put a three-day waiting period on
gun purchases.


Byron Donalds’ big get — an NRA endorsement.


“Shadowy group weighing in on SD 9 Democratic primary” via Scott
Powers of Florida Politics — A political committee sent two mailers in
the Senate District 9 Democratic primary race in the past few days
attacking candidate Patricia Sigman and endorsing candidate Rick
Ashby. Fine for Ashby, if the mailers are legitimate. However,
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Floridians for Equality & Justice is not registered as a political
committee with the state. Sigman’s allies believe it’s a fraud, that it’s
using illegal “dark money” to try to influence an election. And they’re
raising suspicions that it might be perpetrated by Republicans trying to
stop Sigman from winning the August 18 Democratic primary. As one
mailer charges, Sigman indeed is the preference for the Democratic
establishment in Tallahassee.


“Direct mail roundup: Irv Slosberg’s credibility on COVID-19 called
into question” via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — Mailers dinging
Slosberg’s health care credentials amid the coronavirus pandemic are
showing up in Florida Senate District 29. “What is Irv Slosberg hiding
behind his mask?” the mailer asks, before answering with a trove of
headlines related to the Boca Raton Democrat’s time on the Palm
Beach County Health District and his response to past emergencies.
One jab dates back 15 years when the former lawmaker rolled out
“Slosberg Emergency Management Aid” amid hurricane season.
Slosberg was running for state Senate then, too, and his opponent,
now-U. S. Rep. Ted Deutch labeled it a “crass political ploy.” The
mailer cites another article from the aughts, detailing Slosberg’s
removal from the health district “for abusing his position for political
purposes.” The mailer also smacks him for at one time being a
registered Republican.


— “Florida Chamber of Commerce backing Danny Burgess’ bid for
Florida Senate” via Kelly Hayes of Florida Politics


“House candidate Jeff Hinkle accused of copyright infringement”
via Tom McLaughlin of the NWF Daily News — Crestview Community
Television owner Ken Nielsen has threatened to sue Hinkle for
copyright infringement. A letter sent to Hinkle from Nielson’s attorney
accuses him of hijacking images of himself and some of his opponents
and using them in his political advertisements. “My client has informed
me that several unauthorized and unlicensed social media posts
containing his copyrighted works were published on both your personal
Facebook page and your campaign’s Facebook page,” the letter from
attorney Jimmie Bailey said. Hinkle and fellow Republican House
candidate Jonathan Tallman have also been contacted by the National
Rifle Association about improperly using the agency’s trademark logo
on campaign materials. Both have received cease and desist letters this
campaign season from an attorney for the organization.


“Aggressive fundraisers emerge in Democrats’ battle royal for HD
48” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — A business-oriented
Democrat and another with Central Florida’s progressive and labor
union community support are emerging as election forces in a five-way
primary battle royal for the House District 48 seat that suddenly became
available in May. Democratic former Rep. Amy Mercado announced
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she would not seek a third term but would instead run for Orange
County Property Appraiser. Her exodus led to a scramble between real
estate manager Nelson Pena, who’s got a long history of serving on
civic boards, Hilton hotel industry strategic planner Tony Tsonis, with
close ties to Orlando’s dominant tourism community, and former Soil
and Water Conservation District Supervisor Daisy Morales.


— “For a Republican, Ned Hancock cuts a lot of checks to
Democrats” via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics


— “Florida doctors back Fiona McFarland over Donna Barcomb”
via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics


“Michael Weinstein’s pandering loses him support from police —
and those who oppose police — alike” via Peter Schorsch of Florida
Politics — In the latest example of questionable ethics, HD 81
candidate Weinstein wanted it both ways. He wanted the endorsement
of the Palm Beach police union — and he wanted the support of voters
who may disagree with the police union. So, he said one thing in his
interview with the union and the very opposite thing in his interview with
the South Florida Sun-Sentinel and in talks at Black churches in the
district. It didn’t take long for folks to find out. The union immediately
recanted their endorsement of him, and individual voters expressed
feeling lied to and used.


— “Omari Hardy records second-best fundraising period this
cycle” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


“Firefighter orgs back Chip LaMarca as he expands cash lead in
HD 93” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Two organizations
representing Florida’s firefighters and paramedics are endorsing
LaMarca as he seeks to fend off a Democratic challenger in House
District 93. The Florida Professional Firefighters and the Broward
County Council of Professional Fire Fighters endorsed LaMarca
Tuesday. The Tuesday announcement comes days after new financial
reports showed LaMarca expanding his cash lead over Democratic
challenger Linda Thompson Gonzalez. “Rep. Chip LaMarca has been
a strong advocate for firefighters, both in local government and now in
Tallahassee,” said Wayne “Bernie” Bernoska, president of the FPF,
which represents 27,000 firefighters and paramedics across the state.
J. Scott Bayne, chairman of the Broward County Council of
Professional Firefighters, said LaMarca’s opposition to a bill making it
harder to collect union dues played a role in his group’s endorsement.
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Chip LaMarca


Chip LaMarca snags a key endorsement from Florida firefighters and paramedics,
as well as expanding a cash lead in his reelection bid.


— “Meet Christopher Benjamin, a Democrat running for House
District 107” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


‘”A resource desert.’ Democrats running for Florida House tackle
overlooked District 117” via Bianca Padró Ocasio of the Miami Herald
— An entrepreneur, an educator, and a former political aide are vying to
replace House Minority Leader Kionne McGhee in the majority-Black
district that includes parts of Naranja, Goulds, Richmond Heights,
Homestead and Florida City. McGhee ran unopposed in 2016 and
2018. He’s now running for Miami-Dade County Commissioner in
District 9, which overlaps with parts of House District 117. All three
candidates — Kevin Chambliss, Harold Ford and Jessica Laguerre
Hylton — agreed in interviews that the district has been overlooked by
county and state officials when it comes to infrastructure and economic
development.


  


“Melba Pearson internal poll shows statistical tie in Miami-Dade
County State Attorney race” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — A
new poll commissioned by the Pearson campaign shows a statistical
tie in the race for Miami-Dade County State Attorney a month out from
the election. Pearson is seeking to unseat Katherine Fernandez
Rundle, who has served as State Attorney for the 11th Judicial Circuit
for 27 years. The survey, conducted by Independence Campaigns,
shows Fernandez Rundle earning 39% of the vote to Pearson’s 38%.
That’s well within the poll’s margin of error of plus or minus 4.04
percentage points. Independence Campaigns contacted 581 likely
voters via text message from July 8-9. Another 23% of voters remain
undecided, which is more than enough to swing the race in either
direction. Publicly-released internal campaign polls should be taken
with a healthy dose of skepticism. Though their findings may be


Down ballot
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accurate, campaigns have an incentive to withhold internal polls with
poor results and only release favorable polls to the public.


Internal polling puts Melba Pearson at a statistical tie in the Miami-Dade County
State Attorney race.


“Tourism, development donors help finance 2 Orange County
commissioners’ races, but steer clear of 3rd” via Jason Garcia of the
Orlando Sentinel — Many of Orlando’s traditional power brokers, from
real estate developers to tourism businesses to lobbyists, are spending
thousands of dollars to help two Orange County commissioners win
reelection this year; but staying out of a third commissioner’s race. The
list is lengthy. Campaign-finance records show that billboard giant Clear
Channel, concrete manufacturer Cemex, liquor retailer ABC and
amusement park operator SeaWorld, as well as lobbying groups
representing hotels, apartment landlords and the construction industry,
have all given money to Commissioner Betsy VanderLey, who is
running for reelection in Orange County’s District 1, and Commissioner
Mayra Uribe, who is running for a second term in District 3.


“Rick Singh maintains he did ‘nothing wrong’ after prosecutors
say documents from his office were altered” via Caroline Glenn of
the Orlando Sentinel — Singh, the Orange County Property Appraiser,
on Monday dismissed criticism over a state attorney’s findings that his
office altered documents for an audit, though he conceded he should
not have posed for a photo that was staged to justify his travel to a
Curry Festival in Tampa. The photo of Singh next to a festival banner
was actually taken at a park near his Windermere home years after the
event, prosecutors said. At a news conference, Singh called to address
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the findings released last week by State Attorney R.J. Larizza, who
opted against charging him with official misconduct, Singh was asked
why he agreed to participate in the photo. Singh denied that his office
altered documents about his fuel purchases on an office credit card and
some other expenses despite Larizza’s 10-page memorandum.


“As Singh moves on from probe, Orange County property
appraiser race simmers” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — When
the State Attorney’s Office for Florida’s 7th Judicial Circuit announced
Friday it had insufficient evidence to prosecute Singh on charges of
falsifying records, he declared himself to be cleared and vindicated of
what he called a political smear. With about a month before the August
18 Democratic primary that should decide the victor, recent fundraising
had all but dried up for Singh’s reelection. Yet his opponents, Rep. Amy
Mercado and business owner Khalid Muneer have not seen their
campaigns catch fire, at least through the July 10 campaign finance
reports filed with the Orange County Supervisor of Elections.


“Months before election, Largo Commission candidate has raised
$50,000” via Rebecca Torrence of the Tampa Bay Times — As election
season nears, some Largo residents may still be thinking of the 2018
city election, or the lack thereof. When no one stepped up to run
against any of the four incumbents in the race, the election was
canceled altogether. The 2020 Largo election won’t suffer the same
fate. Three spots on the Commission are open, and four candidates
have announced their campaigns. The race for mayor remains
uncontested, with Mayor Woody Brown running for reelection. The
same is true for Seat 4's incumbent Commissioner Jamie Robinson.
But in Seat 3, incumbent Curtis Holmes will face Largo resident Eric
Gerard in November. As of June 30, Gerard had raised $50,000.
Holmes had raised $20,935.


“Being a School Board member isn’t a hobby, but David Graham
treats it like one” via Florida Politics — Graham wants a seat on the
Sarasota County School Board, but it’s not clear why. Though he works
for Sarasota County Schools as an analyst, his own campaign only
gives it a passing mention. Instead, the bullet points are reserved for
jobs that are, at best, tangentially relevant to the position he’s seeking.
Fidelity, Lloyd's of London, Goldman Sachs. Big names, yes, but not
particularly germane to his school board pitch. That’s on-brand for
Graham. He wants to be on the School Board but can’t be bothered to
make a compelling case for voters to entrust him with the responsibility.
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David Graham seems to want to be on the Sarasota County School Board, but his
campaign hardly mentions it.


“Danny Leeper doesn’t live in his district, investigation finds” via
Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — The Florida Constitution requires
elected officials to live in the districts they represent. The rule has some
vagaries. For one, candidates can run in districts they don’t live in, and
many do. But once they are elected, there’s no gray area. They must
live in their district for the duration of their term. If they move into
another, they must resign. A couple of years ago, Leeper moved out of
his home in Nassau County District 1 and into another within District 2.
Leeper claims a homestead exemption on the District 2 home. His wife
lives at the home — the address is printed on her driver's license, voter
registration, real estate license and vehicle registrations.
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“Darkened cars, battle fatigues, military hardware — what
happened to Officer Friendly?” via the South Florida Sun-Sentinel
editorial board — Abundant federal funds for tactical gear, water
cannons, and other battleground vehicles have contributed to the
militarization of civilian police forces and to what has been described as
a “warrior mentality” better suited for combat patrols, than for cultivating
trust in American cities. Trump has now sent militarized agents from
several federal departments to snatch citizens off the streets of
Portland, Oregon. Unlike local police, the agents wear combat fatigues
and military helmets and not one stitch or badge of identification. They
refuse to identify themselves or tell their victims why they’re being
kidnapped. Those are the tactics of storm troopers serving an
administration whose disrespect for the Constitution, indeed for all
human rights, is total.


Top opinion


  Opinions
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“What Pinellas schools must do to reopen safely” via Nancy Velardi
of the Tampa Bay Times — Pinellas County Schools still plan to open
on the original start date of Aug. 12. Many parents and teachers have
called and written to me, worried about returning to schools under the
current plan, which offers three options. One is in-person with safety
protocols, and two are virtual options, one connected to the student’s
school of record while the other would involve separating the child from
their chosen school. The schools are the centers of the communities,
and the spread of the virus will not stay isolated in the schools, which is
horrific enough, but will be brought home to the teachers’ and students’
families and thus spread throughout the surrounding communities.
When dealing with the lives of children, an abundance of caution must
be taken. An all-virtual start of school until the numbers decline in all
categories would provide that caution for all involved.


  


Florida’s Department of Health reports almost 9.500 new cases of


Today's Sunrise
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coronavirus and 136 new fatalities from COVID-19. But our optimist-in-
chief doesn’t seem to be worried by those numbers.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— Gov. DeSantis holds a roundtable discussion with doctors in hopes
of reassuring the public that hospitals are not overrun by COVID-19
patients and there are plenty of beds available.


— When holding coronavirus updates, DeSantis likes to surround
himself with doctors … Except for one notable exception. In the early
days of the pandemic, Florida Surgeon General Scott Rivkees was a
regular, but we haven’t seen much of him since Rivkees went off
message and said we might need to maintain social distancing until
next year. Did the Governor disappear him?


— The Governor was also asked if he supported the extension of the
$600-dollar weekly unemployment benefits from the feds. He offered an
answer, without actually answering the question.


— Robert Weissert of Florida TaxWatch talks about a new report
critical of the legislative plan to build a toll road that will stretch 150
miles from Citrus County to the Georgia border.


— Checking-in with a Florida Man accused of taking the kids out for a
Sunday drive while he was drunk. Also, a Florida Woman was busted
for trying to steal a sex toy from Walmart.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“‘Saturday Night Live’ plots return to studio production” via Brian
Steinberg of Variety — If NBC and Lorne Michaels have their way,
NBC’s “Saturday Night Live” this fall could move from being produced
from cast members’ homes to being made the old-fashioned way, “from
New York.” Michaels and his team are making plans to bring the show
back to NBC’s Manhattan studios for the venerable late-night program’s
46th season, according to two people familiar with the matter, the latest
of TV’s wee-hours programs to try and navigate a new normal in the
midst of a pandemic that makes the process of putting on a TV show
anything but. To be certain, any concepts for the fall would hinge on
how the nation is grappling with the coronavirus pandemic and the
safety of the “SNL” cast and crew. NBC has yet to announce a premiere
date for “Saturday Night Live.”


What Erin Ballas is reading — “The Hallmark Channel just
launched a line of wines inspired by their Christmas movies” via
Nicholas Rice of People — The Hallmark Channel is set to make the


Aloe
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classic pairing of drinking wine and watching movies even more
delightful, as the network teams up with Wines That Rock to launch
Hallmark Channel Wines, a set of holiday-themed wines inspired by the
networks many Christmas films. With a goal to make your days more
merry and bright, the soon-to-be-released wines come in two delicious
flavors: "Jingle," a rich, full-bodied premium cabernet sauvignon with
aromas of cherry, dark chocolate, and a hint of holiday spice; and "Joy,"
a special crisp sauvignon blanc featuring notes of tropical fruits, white
peach, and ripe pineapple. The wines can be purchased as a 2-pack, 4-
pack, 6-pack or a case of 12, but only a limited number of the wines will
be bottled in time for the holiday season.


“Mysterious 450-foot ‘blue hole’ off Florida has researchers
looking for signs of life” via Mark Price of the Miami Herald — Tales
of the ocean swallowing places are as ancient as the myth of Atlantis,
but there is an element of truth in the science, according to an NOAA-
backed expedition set for Florida’s Gulf Coast. The ocean does open
and consume areas of seafloor. However, these are basically sinkholes,
similar to those that gobble suburban homes in Florida, NOAA says.
When it happens in the ocean, it’s called a “blue hole” and what’s inside
them is largely a mystery, NOAA reports. Scientists have no idea how
many “blue holes” exist or where they are most likely to be found,
NOAA says.


Scientists have embarked on a journey to the “deep” to explore blue holes, which
are underwater sinkholes, like sinkholes on land. Image via NOAA/Facebook.


“There’s a new drive-in movie theater on Biscayne Bay: Be sure to
bring your boat” via Madeleine Marr of the Miami Herald — We get it.
After months of quarantine, you want to be entertained. While options
are a little slim amid this relentless pandemic, there are still a few things
to do in South Florida. Believe us when we say we are looking hard to
find them, folks. For movie buffs, a new drive-in theater opened in Fort
Lauderdale through July. And for seafarer types, may we suggest
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checking into Ballyhoo Media’s “boat in” theater. The folks behind that
massive Super Bowl party in Before Times will host a screening of
“Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl,” from 6 p.m. to
9 p.m. Saturday on Biscayne Bay in front of the old Miami Marine
Stadium in Virginia Key.


  


Best wishes to Sen. Vic Torres, Rep. Alex Andrade, Eric Draper of
Audubon Florida, the great Vic DiMaio, Missy Timmins, and David
Warner. Belated wishes to Kelly Reichelderfer.


Happy birthday
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 1, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – The State of Florida is responding to COVID-19. In an effort to keep Florida residents and visitors safe and aware regarding
the status of the virus, the Florida Department of Health will continue to issue this update every day through Phase 1 of Florida’s reopening plan.
Once the state moves into Phase 2, DOH will provide this update once per week. However, DOH will continue to update the COVID-19 dashboard
and post the state report daily.


Governor Ron DeSantis is in constant communication with Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz and State Surgeon
General Dr. Scott Rivkees as the State of Florida continues to monitor and respond to the threat of COVID-19.


Recent actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


The Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) received $3.3 million for Emergency Home Energy Assistance through the CARES Act for the Elderly
Program (EHEAP). DOEA anticipates a July 1, 2020 contract for utilization. EHEAP payments are for home heating or cooling and other
emergency-related costs.
Approximately 2,371 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 304,000 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FDOT is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86. To date, more
than 54,300 traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 57,900 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.


Additional actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH


The Florida Department of Health (DOH) announced that antibody COVID-19 test results data is now available. This report will be provided
once a week and contains county, race and lab information on antibody COVID-19 tests conducted in Florida. That report is available here. 
To date, DOH has reported more than 1,000 contact tracers who are assisting with COVID-19 efforts across the state.
DOH announced that the list of long-term care facilities in Florida associated with COVID-19 cases will now include active cases in each facility
in order to provide real-time data. The list of long-term care facilities with active COVID-19 cases is available here. 
DOH is providing a report detailing surveillance data for every Florida county. Previously, this information was only available for select
communities. The surveillance data report is available here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a Public Health Emergency for COVID-19 in Florida.
DOH established a public call center for questions regarding COVID-19. The call center launched Monday, March 2, and is open 24/7.
DOH established mechanisms for monitoring and coordination with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding
epidemiological activities.
DOH distributed CDC Interim Guidance for public health personnel evaluating Persons Under Investigation (PUI) and asymptomatic close
contacts of confirmed cases at their home or non-home residential settings to CHDs.
DOH approved and disseminated an updated Clinician Screening Tool for identifying COVID-19 PUIs.
DOH implemented testing at all three State Public Health Laboratories and distributed updated laboratory guidance regarding implementation
of testing at State Public Health Laboratories.
DOH has worked to implement additional private lab testing.
DOH has developed and disseminated pandemic planning guidance. 
Advised CHDs and HCCs to retain expired personal protective equipment until further notice.
DOH is continuing support for long-term care facilities with REST teams. DOH strike teams have completed assessments for 3,874 long term
care facilities to determine immediate unmet needs and promote appropriate infection control practices.
DOH strike teams are continuing to respond to long term care facilities with COVID-19 positive patients.
In an effort to increase testing, Governor DeSantis has directed Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees on an emergency temporary basis to allow
licensed pharmacists in Florida to order and administer COVID-19 tests.
DOH is working with Florida’s Board of Pharmacy and Florida’s Department of Business and Professional Regulation on mobile pharmacy
compliance guidance.


FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


The Division presented the 2020 Statewide Emergency Shelter Plan at the Florida Cabinet. The 2020 Statewide Emergency Shelter Plan was
approved and is available to view here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, the state has established 15 drive-thru and 16 walk-up testing sites across the state, with more coming
online. More than 230,000 people have been tested at these sites. Floridians can find a site near them here.
The state has deployed antibody testing for first responders to five drive-thru sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval
counties. The sites with antibody tests are:


 FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches
Hard Rock Stadium
Miami Beach Convention Center



mailto:FLSERT@public.govdelivery.com
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDEuMjIyOTk2MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3cxMS5kb2guc3RhdGUuZmwudXMvY29tbS9fcGFydG5lcnMvYWN0aW9uL3JlcG9ydF9hcmNoaXZlL3Nlcm9sb2d5L3Nlcm9sb2d5XzIwMjAwNTI5LnBkZiJ9.sgCzSxTgJYWZ_d_KSn2sCtgNvExDI4EHKbhe90N5lpE/br/79332135094-l

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..WWpVQ8LyAHrpM00E-rlJcjfk7xGrx7g02pUwtOEgDNY%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057064845&sdata=wfyqNcNaNLLcooRIKZmHf76pbVnQmEuqxux%2BfiHDRE4%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..KGMGNZzb-K3Lbe0OP4e6LnVr47e9Me2QycEx6fNOM_Y%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057074806&sdata=K%2BLrb%2BpMtTfBWxH%2BEkvUElICyzas%2Fgifub6kOKn8Rxs%3D&reserved=0

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDEuMjIyOTk2MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Zsb3JpZGFkaXNhc3Rlci5vcmcvZGVtL3Jlc3BvbnNlL2luZnJhc3RydWN0dXJlL3N0YXRld2lkZS1lbWVyZ2VuY3ktc2hlbHRlci1wbGFuLzIwMjAtc3RhdGV3aWRlLWVtZXJnZW5jeS1zaGVsdGVyLXBsYW4vIn0.5r52ZgHuStSkj13hTViREwBhdhok2Wh9vQfTe-QPzic/br/79332135094-l

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..nD73dsxsE5OhO-UTHO5D1_7uH_h3f8XLBSBtK753V4Y%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057094715&sdata=8EsD4JwnwYFWb6H3Du7uNq9othKFw7vj4E16wWGOAlI%3D&reserved=0





Orange County Convention Center
TIAA Bank Field Lot J


To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:
More than 27.5 million masks
More than 11 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 700 thousand gowns
91 thousand goggles
Nearly 52 thousand coveralls


For long-term care facilities alone, the Division has sent:
More than 10 million masks
1 million gloves
More than 500,000 face shields
160,000 gowns


The Florida Division of Emergency Management has launched a website to track the mobile lab that is testing long-term care facilities across
the state. The website is available here.
Find more information on DEM’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 1,400 onsite visits to facilities and nearly 14,500 telephone
calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
AHCA issued Emergency Order NO. 20-003 providing financial relief to nursing homes and Intermediate Care Facilities during the state’s
public health emergency. The emergency order extends the deadlines for March and April 2020 Quality Assessment payments until June 15,
2020 for Intermediate Care Facilities, and June 20, 2020 for nursing homes.
AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-2 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-3. These rules require nursing homes and assisted living facilities
to grant access to the Florida Department of Health or their authorized representative for the purpose infection prevention and control, including
mandated COVID-19 testing of both on-duty and off-duty staff when arranged by the Department.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-1 requiring hospitals to test all patients for COVID-19,
regardless of symptoms, prior to discharge to long-term care facilities.
AHCA sent out an email to nursing homes requiring the transfer of residents with verified or suspected cases if they cannot be appropriately
isolated and adhere to the CDC recommendations for COVID-19 response.
AHCA issued a provider alert announcing additional flexibilities within the Medicaid program made at the direction of Governor DeSantis.
Authorization requirements and services limits for medically necessary behavioral health care for are now waived.
AHCA created a new temporary Personal Care Attendant program to help long-term care facilities fill staffing shortages. The program provides
an 8-hour training on assisting with direct care so that personal care attendants can temporarily perform additional duties.
AHCA has been working with the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to ensure current Medicaid recipients maintain benefits during
the state of emergency. Medicaid application deadlines have also been extended.
Find more information on AHCA’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION


DPBR has distributed Additional Information for Barbershops and Cosmetology Salons Pursuant to Executive Order 20-120 and FAQs for
Executive Order 20-120 – Expanding Phase 1: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery to provide additional information and
guidelines for barbershops, cosmetology salons, and cosmetology specialty salons.
Find more information on DBPR’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES


Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which will automatically
issue benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school
meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
As part of her Hope for Healing Florida initiative, First Lady Casey DeSantis recently announced that the Department of Children and Families
(DCF) will be receiving a $1.9 million emergency grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, which will
provide crisis counseling and other mental health support for Floridians impacted by COVID-19.
Per DCF’s request, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Florida’s waiver to permit the state to launch a pilot project
that allows families to purchase groceries online with their Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card beginning April 21, 2020.
Under Governor DeSantis’ direction, DCF has temporarily increased Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients’ benefit
amount to the maximum monthly allotment based on household size through May 2020.
DCF worked with the Department of Health (DOH) to develop precautionary protocols for child welfare professionals and adult protective
investigators who may have to make in-person visits to ensure the safety of those vulnerable populations.
Find more information on DCF’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS


The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) has distributed cloth face coverings to all correctional officers and inmates at correctional
institutions statewide.
FDC is closely aligned with the CDC Interim Guidance on Management of COVID-19 in Correctional and Detention Facilities.
New inmate commitments from county jails undergo additional screening and 14-day quarantine before placement within the general
population.
FDC has suspended visitation and volunteer programs at all correctional institutions statewide.
Find more information on FDC’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY


Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through June 13, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
To comply with federal law, weeks beginning May 10, 2020, claimants for all Reemployment Assistance programs, including state
Reemployment Assistance, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, will be required to
return to the CONNECT system every two weeks to request their benefits or “claim their weeks.” In doing so, claimants will confirm that they
are still unemployed and acknowledge that they are able and available for work should it be offered. For more information, click here. If
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claimants, currently receiving Reemployment Assistance benefits, no longer wish to receive benefits, they do not need to claim their weeks, as
payments will stop processing if weeks stop being claimed.
DEO, in partnership with the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, launched a website to verify the identity of claimants
who have been locked out of their CONNECT account, the online system for processing Reemployment Assistance claims. Individuals who
were locked out of their CONNECT account have been notified and provided a direct link to verify their information so they can access their
account.
DEO is administering the Federal Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program. The program is offered by the federal CARES
Act and provides up to 13 weeks of benefits to a claimant who has exhausted Reemployment Assistance. For more information, please click
here.
The Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program that provides unemployment benefits to those that may not otherwise be
eligible under Florida’s state Reemployment Assistance program is available. Eligibility includes independent contractors, gig workers and
individuals who are self-employed. Working Floridians who have been impacted by COVID-19 and believe they may be eligible for Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance, can visit FloridaJobs.org and select "File a Claim" to apply and be considered for PUA. Individuals may also call 1-
833-FL-Apply (1-833-352-7759) for any questions they may have.
DEO continues to provide updates on the efforts made to address the challenges to Florida’s Reemployment Assistance program in response
to COVID-19. This includes a new State Reemployment Assistance Claims Dashboard that is updated daily to reflect the total number of
Reemployment Assistance Claims submitted, verified, processed and paid.
DEO announced more than 1,000 small businesses have been awarded more than $49 million from the Florida Small Emergency Bridge Loan
program. 
The Business Damage Assessment survey is activated and continues to accept surveys to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local
business operations and determine the appropriate actions for recovery. Click here to access the survey.
Find more information on DEO’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


On May 13, 2020, Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-EO-02 that:
Extends Professional and Temporary Educator Certificates expiring on June 30, 2020 to December 31, 2020.
Suspends the requirement for school districts to conduct annual evaluations for teachers and administrators for the 2019-20 school year;
Extends deadlines for English Language Learners to exit ESOL programs and suspends date of providing or extending services until
schools re-open;
Suspends requirement for districts to determine how to meet differentiated pay requirements for teachers on the performance pay
schedule;
Suspends testing requirement to student eligibility into college-credit dual enrollment courses;
Extends deadlines related to Individual Educational Plans;  
Extends deadlines for provisional and annual licenses issued by the Commission for Independent Education; and
Allows remote assessment for determining eligibility and priority for Vocational Rehabilitation services.


The Department of Education’s (DOE) Office of Early Learning, in coordination with local early learning coalitions, has prioritized and increased
access to childcare services for first responders and health care professionals by creating an expedited referral process to swiftly provide
priority access.
Florida College System institutions and private institutions across the state have donated more than 130 ventilators typically used in medical
training programs to local hospitals, community medical centers and other facilities.
Since April 1, 2020, when DOE announced the waiver of certification exam fees, more than 31,000 educators have signed up to take the
Florida Teacher Certification Examination using the waiver. This translates into over 62,000 actual exam registrations for a savings value of
more than $8 million for Florida educators.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran announced that 32,614 laptop computers are being distributed to 34
mostly small, rural school districts throughout Florida and the Florida A&M University Developmental Research School.
DOE has delayed the deadline for teacher certification requirements and offered a fee waiver for testing. More than 22,000 teachers have
taken advantage of the fee waiver so far.
The Florida Virtual School has created the Online Learning Community with engaging and informative content for teachers and parents of K-12
students.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Commissioner of Education Richard Corcoran recommended that all Florida public and private K-12 schools
continue distance learning and keep school campuses closed through June 3, the remainder of the 2019-2020 academic year. DOE has
compiled dozens of free distance learning resources on its emergency response page. 
Find more information on DOE’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ELDER AFFAIRS


The Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) received $3.3 million for Emergency Home Energy Assistance through the CARES Act for the Elderly
Program (EHEAP). DOEA anticipates a July 1, 2020 contract for utilization. EHEAP payments are for home heating or cooling and other
emergency-related costs.
DOEA provided technical assistance to AAAs regarding shopping assistance, meals, service delivery, telephone reassurance, and the
Restaurant Meal Initiative.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) issued Emergency Order 20-01
pertaining to in-person guardian visitation requirements where COVID-19 response and mitigation measures prevent such visits.
DOEA issued Guidance in furtherance of Order 20-01 for Public and Professional Guardians to remain in compliance with Florida Statute
744.361(14).
DOEA has created a dedicated webpage to provide resources on COVID-19 including: tips for caregivers, information on closures of senior
centers and adult day care centers, and alternative services for congregate meal sites.
Find more information on DOEA’s COVID-19 response here.


ENTERPRISE FLORIDA


Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a virtual trade grant program to help Florida companies do business overseas as international
travel is restricted. Businesses interested in learning more about the new Virtual Business Matchmaking service should contact one of EFI’s
Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI conducted regional calls with stakeholders across the state this week to identify ideas for long-range economic recovery.
EFI suspended initial fees for its Microfinance Loan Guarantee Program to support Florida’s small business community impacted by COVID-19.
Interested businesses must apply through a local lender. For further information please contact your lender or visit Enterprise Florida’s website.
See resources compiled by EFI for businesses impacted by COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION


As part of its phased reopening, Florida State Parks is offering limited camping availability for guests. For the protection of both staff and
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visitors, camping will not be available at all parks and cabins will remain closed. Additional safety measures such as reduced visitor density
may also be in place.
To date, 90 percent of Florida State Parks have been partially opened. To continue social distancing and mitigate the spread of COVID-19,
each open park has unique procedures in place. See the latest park and trail information here.
Areas of Florida State Parks managed by the Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection (ORCP) have been partially reopened, including
remote access trails, beaches, and boat ramps at the Research Reserves. Islands, beaches, and submerged lands within the Aquatic
Preserves are being re-opened in accordance with local ordinances. See current information on ORCP-managed lands here.
Find more information on DEP’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL REGULATION


The Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) issued Emergency Order 2020-03 temporarily expanding the motor vehicle retail installment initial
payment rule.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-02 extending certain filing deadlines for Florida’s financial services providers.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-01 extending certain renewal deadlines for money services businesses. 
OFR provided guidance for consumer finance businesses and professionals.
OFR provided guidance and an operational update for Florida’s securities businesses and professionals.
OFR provided informational guidance and an update to Florida’s financial institutions.
OFR created helpful resource lists for businesses and individuals to contact their financial services providers:


Florida Financial Institution Resource List
Top 40 Mortgage Servicers Resource List
Additional Financial Information and Resources List


Find more information on OFR’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES


The Florida Highway Patrol is assisting with the implementation and enforcement of Executive Order 20-86 at the direction of Governor
DeSantis.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, FLHSMV Executive Director Rhodes has waived commercial truck hours of
service regulations and other related regulations so that emergency supplies, equipment, commodities and resources can be moved more
quickly and efficiently throughout the state.
Find more information on FLHSMV’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF INSURANCE REGULATION


As part of its ongoing effort to keep policyholders informed, OIR published a list of resources to connect Florida policyholders with assistance
being offered by insurers in response to COVID-19.
The Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-06M providing guidance on the use of technology to help
combat the spread of COVID-19, including encouraging insurers to broaden access to care for telehealth services, and requesting Pharmacy
Benefit Managers to transition to an electronic audit process in order to avoid unnecessary risk and maintain social distancing.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-05M reminding insurers of applicable statutes regarding workers’ compensation insurance.
Workers’ compensation insurers are expected to comply with all of the provisions of Florida’s Workers’ Compensation Law.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-03M directing all insurers and other entities regulated by OIR to review and update their
business continuity and/or continuity of operations plans. Companies are directed to immediately contact OIR if their continuity plans are
activated and/or if business operations become compromised so it can work with insurers to avoid any disruption in consumer services.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-04M providing general guidance on the treatment of policyholders as part of the state’s
ongoing efforts to protect Floridians.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-02M as a reminder to all health insurers, health maintenance organizations, and other health
entities to allow for early prescription refills.
Find more information on OIR’s COVID-19 response here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE


The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) has instituted additional screening measures for essential personnel and vendors within juvenile
facilities.
Find more information on DJJ’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) is disseminating information on the hiring of former first responders to assist Florida
Division of Emergency Management field operations.
FDLE continues to work with DBPR on the process for enforcing the 50% seating capacity limit for the re-opening of restaurants, as well as
establishing DBPR points of contacts for fielding complaints about violations.
FDLE is working with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association on traffic assistance at testing/collection sites
statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association to monitor law enforcement staffing
impacts and staffing needs due to COVID-19.
FDLE and FHP continue to facilitate the escort of testing collection kits statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Sheriffs Association and Florida Police Chiefs Association to provide support to FHP at I-10 and I-95
checkpoints.
FDLE continues to work with ESF-16 partners on airport screening missions.
Find more information on FDLE’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA LOTTERY


Effective March 23, Florida Lottery Headquarters and district offices are closed to the public until further notice.  
Find more information on the Florida Lottery’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES


The Department of Management Services (DMS) launched a dedicated telework page with resources and tutorials for employees and
employers operating in a remote work environment.
At the Governor’s direction, DMS Secretary Jonathan Satter issued an emergency order to ensure federal benefits granted through The
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Families First Coronavirus Response Act are available to employees.
As directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to expand covered
telehealth benefits at no additional employee cost.
Also directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to cover immunizations at
participating in-network retail pharmacies at no cost to the member during this public health emergency.
Find more information on DMS’ COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS


Approximately 2,371 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 304,000 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FLNG continues to support the state's COVID-19 response through augmentation to airport screening measures, statewide logistics support,
coordination, planning and operational mission sets.
Find more information on DMA’s response to COVID-19 here.


AGENCY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES


The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) sent out a Guidance Booklet to Providers and Waiver Support Coordinators recently to outline
waiver changes and flexibilities as a result of COVID-19. It also included information on infection control measures and recommended actions
when faced with various scenarios.
APD is distributing washable face masks donated by The Family Care Council to providers and customers living in APD group homes.
APD issued Emergency Order 20-03, which temporarily suspends face to face visits to administer the Questionnaire for Situational Information
to determine the level of need of APD customers.
Find more information on APD’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE


The Department of Revenue (DOR) has issued an emergency order extending certain corporate income tax (CIT) due dates. For corporations
with a fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2019, the due date for Florida CIT payments is extended to June 1, 2020. For corporations with fiscal years
ending Dec. 31, 2019, Jan. 31, 2020, or Feb. 29, 2020, the due date for Florida CIT returns is extended to August 3, 2020. The due dates for
Florida CIT payments for corporations with fiscal years ending Jan. 31 or Feb. 29, 2020, remain June 1, 2020 and July 1, 2020, respectively.
DOR has created a dedicated webpage for child support customers who have questions about the child support offset for Economic Impact
Payments under the CARES Act. Under federal law, these payments are subject to federal offset for persons who owe past-due support.
DOR has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for tax-related questions and information.
The department also has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for child support customers and alternative options for handling many child support
case activities without visiting an office.
Find more information on DOR’s response to COVID-19 here.


CAREERSOURCE FLORIDA


A majority of CareerSource Florida’s 24 local workforce development boards are now open by appointment to assist job seekers and
businesses with employment needs, especially those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic.


Remaining boards will open as soon as possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety protocol
training to protect customers and employees.


The CareerSource Florida network has continued to provide employment and business services virtually, via telephone, by email and by
appointment in some locations throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since March 1, CareerSource Florida has assisted the following individuals:


More than 316,000 job seekers served
More than 14,100 job seekers placed in employment
More than 1,300 job seekers enrolled in training
More than 19,125 businesses served
More than 51,000 new jobs posted


The state workforce board and all 24 local workforce development boards are assisting with CONNECT PIN resets and processing
applications.
Florida’s local workforce development boards are working with community partners, libraries, local legislators and other organizations for
additional Reemployment Assistance application distribution.
CareerSource Florida has launched an integrated public and business outreach campaign, Help is Here, a comprehensive resource for
employment and business services.
For a list of Florida’s local workforce development boards and their contact information, please click here.


STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF FLORIDA


The State University System Task Force has been working to issue guidance for reopening university campuses in the fall. Board of Governors’
chair Syd Kitson directed State University System Chancellor, Marshall Criser III, to develop guidelines presented to the Board of Governors at
a public meeting on May 28, 2020. Universities will then present their individual plans based on these guidelines to the Board of Governors at a
board meeting on June 23, 2020.
Find more information on SUS’ response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-97, delaying elections in Pasco County at the request of Pasco County Supervisor of
Elections Brian Corley.
On April 6, Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee announced the issuance of an emergency order and emergency rules to extend annual report filing
deadlines for business entities, as well as outline changes to the candidate petition and candidate qualifying processes.
Find more information on the Florida Department of State’s Response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


Governor DeSantis and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Secretary Thibault announced the opening of five new Interstate 4 (I-
4)/State Road (S.R.) 408 flyover ramps. This work was completed more than three months ahead of schedule and increases safety and
mobility in the heart of Florida.
Due to continued lower traffic volumes as a result of COVID-19, FDOT expedited more than 40 additional critical transportation projects by at
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least 650 total contract days, while also providing essential jobs to Floridians. Find more information about FDOT’s accelerated projects here.
FDOT Secretary Thibault and staff joined the Florida Trucking Association and the Florida Highway Patrol to hand out 500 meals to Florida’s
truck drivers.
FDOT is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86. To date, more
than 54,300 traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 57,900 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
FDOT continues to coordinate with seaports across the state to monitor port activity.
Find more information on FDOT’s response to COVID-19 here.  


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA) has restricted visitor access to its state veterans’ homes until further notice, with the
exception of essential visitors. In addition, admissions in our network of state veterans’ homes are temporarily suspended.
Veterans who are concerned they may have symptoms of COVID-19, flu or cold should call the VISN 8 Clinical Contact Center toll free at (877)
741-3400 before coming to a VA facility. Clinicians are available to provide 24/7 virtual care and support, including nurse advice and triage.
To contact a teleworking FDVA Veterans’ Claims Examiner, call (727) 319-7440 or email VSO@fdva.state.fl.us.
Find more information on FDVA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION


The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) continues to be in close communication with the Governor’s Office, the Florida
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the most recent COVID-19 status and guidance.
Find more information on FWC’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION


The Florida Housing Finance Corporation (Florida Housing) issued an Emergency Rule to property owners and managers to suspend rent
increases during this public health emergency on properties funded by Florida Housing. Those who choose to implement rent increases that
impact residents during this global pandemic could result in consequences for future funding opportunities with Florida Housing.
As Florida Housing continues to be committed to the health and well-being of all Floridians, we have compiled a list of resources with relevant
information for homeowners, residents, developers, apartment owners, management companies, participating lenders, Realtors and SHIP
administrators regarding COVID-19.
Find more information on Florida Housing’s response to COVID-19 here.


VISIT FLORIDA


VISIT FLORIDA’s four welcome centers are closed until further notice. VISIT FLORIDA welcome center staff members have been trained to
provide customer service support for the Department of Economic Opportunity and are assisting with the influx of inquiries and calls from
impacted businesses and workers throughout the state.
Find more information on VISIT FLORIDA’s response to COVID-19 here.


VOLUNTEER FLORIDA


Volunteer Florida announced the availability of $300,000 in AmeriCorps Planning Grants to support organizations interested in implementing an
AmeriCorps program that addresses a critical community need caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Organizations interested in applying for
this planning grant should respond to the notice of funding by Thursday, June 18 at 5 pm (ET).
As the lead agency for volunteerism and service, Volunteer Florida is working to support voluntary organizations across the state and nation by
sharing resources, surveying needs and requesting that continuity of operations plans be created to avoid any service delivery disruption.
Find more information on Volunteer Florida’s response to COVID-19 here. 
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From: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida
To: dldohchdadministrators_directors@flhealth.gov
Subject: The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
Date: Friday, July 24, 2020 7:08:33 PM


Banner


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE July 24, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. –  The State of Florida is responding to COVID-19. As of Friday, June 5, the state has moved into Phase 2 of Florida’s
reopening plan. The Florida Department of Health will now issue this update once per week. However, DOH will continue to update the COVID-19
dashboard and post the state report daily.


Governor Ron DeSantis is in constant communication with Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz and State Surgeon
General Dr. Scott Rivkees as the State of Florida continues to monitor and respond to the threat of COVID-19.


This week, Governor DeSantis delivered an address to Floridians regarding the state’s plans for the upcoming school year and COVID-19. The full
address is available here.


The Governor stated in his address, “I believe we owe every Florida parent a choice to send your child back to school for in-person instruction,
or to opt to maintain distance learning. We support you and want you to feel safe.”


Governor DeSantis joined OneBlood to encourage individuals who have recovered from COVID-19 to donate blood, which will expand access to
convalescent plasma therapy for those still fighting the virus. More information is available here.


Governor DeSantis hosted a roundtable discussion with Agency for Health Care Administration Secretary Mary Mayhew and physicians and health
care leaders from the Florida Hospital Association, Safety Net Hospital Alliance of Florida and AdventHealth. With 70% of hospitals in Florida being
represented, the discussion focused on the status of our state’s hospital system and the ongoing efforts to protect vulnerable populations in long-
term care facilities from COVID-19. The roundtable is available here.


On Thursday, Governor DeSantis announced that Florida has secured nearly an additional 11,000 vials of Remdesivir treatment to be sent to Florida
hospitals. With this new shipment, more than 60,000 vials of Remdesivir have been provided to hospitals over the past few weeks.


Recent actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


Additional actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


This week, the Florida Department of Health issued an additional Public Health Advisory in response to COVID-19, providing recommendations
to protect Floridians and visitors from this virus. Find the full Public Health Advisory here.
The Florida Department of Health continues to update the Florida Health COVID-19 website. This week, DOH launched
FloridaHealthCOVID19.gov/testing-sites which includes an interactive map displaying current COVID-19 testing sites, hours of operations and
type of testing conducted.
This week, the Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) expanded separate, observed self-swab lanes to symptomatic individuals
to additional four state-supported drive-thru COVID-19 testing sites. More information is available here. The sites now offering separate, self-
swab lanes include:


CenturyLink Sports Complex (Lee County)
Miami Beach Convention Center (Miami-Dade County)
Marlins Park (Miami-Dade County)
University Town Center (Sarasota County)


This week, FDEM completed Phase 1 of initial disbursements in CARES Act funding to counties with a population of less than 500,000. To
date, the Division has disbursed $318,821,445 to 55 counties. More information about CARES Act funding is available here.
Under the direction of Governor DeSantis, the Division continues to deploy additional staff to hospitals responding to COVID-19 across the
state. To date, 1,293 nurses have been deployed to support hospitals statewide.
This week, FDEM announced that the state will be creating an additional seven COVID-19 testing sites through a partnership with Target.
Friday, July 24, two of these sites opened in Clay and Nassau counties. More information is available here.
This week, FDEM worked with the federal government to establish five temporary drive-thru COVID-19 testing sites in Broward and Miami-
Dade counties. These sites will be operational until Sunday, August 2. More information is available here.
This week, the Division partnered with the Florida Department of Health and Miami-Dade County to provide 400 additional hotel rooms, free of
cost, to Miami-Dade County residents, including critical health care personnel, who have tested positive for COVID-19. More information is
available in a Miami-Dade County press release here.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


More than 52 million masks
More than 15.2 million gloves
Nearly 2 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 4.8 million gowns
More than 106 thousand goggles
More than 71 thousand coveralls


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 4,200 onsite visits to facilities and more than 42,200
telephone calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which allowed the
Department of Children and Families (DCF) to issue more than $662 million in benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million
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children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) is expanding COVID-19 testing at institutions when indicated by a positive case. More than
30,000 inmates have been tested.
The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) Restaurant Meal Initiative has served over 1,365,000 in partnership with the Florida
Restaurant and Lodging Association with delivery through the Department’s 11 Area Agencies on Aging.
DOEA’s Aging Network has provided over 7.1 million meals since March through both the restaurant meal initiative and an increase in
deliveries through traditional meal providers.
DOEA is providing an average of over 35,000 telephone reassurance calls to older adults throughout the state each month.
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) continues to implement their phased reopening of the Florida State Parks. As these
parks are reopening, DEP is taking measures to ensure the protection of staff and the public. During this phase of reopening, visitors should
expect limited hours, capacity and amenities.
Since March 1, 2020, Floridians have conducted over 2 million motor vehicle and credential transactions virtually through the department’s
online services webpage: com. FLHSMV encourages Floridians who can, to complete their driver license or motor vehicle transactions online,
rather than in person at a driver license office.
Approximately 1,471 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 905,880 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) deactivated the checkpoint for screening travelers seeking to enter Florida on I-95 at the
Florida/Georgia state line. Upon deactivation, more than 48,000 traveler forms had been collected at the I-95 checkpoint.
VISIT FLORIDA’s welcome centers along Interstate 95 near Jacksonville, Interstate 10 near Pensacola, and Interstate 75 near Lake City are
open to provide incoming travelers the latest public health, travel and safety information. The welcome centers are operating with sanitization
and social distancing measures recommended by public health officials. Nearly a half-million face masks have been provided by DOH and
FDEM and are being made available to visitors.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH


This week, the Florida Department of Health issued an additional Public Health Advisory in response to COVID-19, providing recommendations
to protect Floridians and visitors from this virus. Find the full Public Health Advisory here.
The Florida Department of Health continues to update the Florida Health COVID-19 website. This week, DOH launched
FloridaHealthCOVID19.gov/testing-sites which includes an interactive map displaying current COVID-19 testing sites, hours of operations and
type of testing conducted.
The Florida Department of Health (DOH) continues to update the Florida COVID-19 Response page. This week, DOH updated the Frequently
Asked Questions page to include topics such as COVID-19 testing, contact tracing and more information regarding the virus. The FAQ page is
available here.
DOH has posted a list of Agency for Persons with Disabilities Licensed Group Homes with positive COVID-19 cases. This report will be
updated weekly and is available here.
DOH reminded all Floridians to protect the vulnerable by avoiding the Three Cs: Closed Spaces, Crowded Places and Close-Contact Settings
and by wearing a mask in public:


Closed Spaces. Avoid closed spaces with poor ventilation that could allow contagious droplets to linger in the air.
Crowded Places. Avoid crowded places with many people nearby; the greater the number of individuals in an area, the greater the
chances of COVID-19 spreading from person-to-person.
Close-Contact Settings. Avoid close-range conversations and stay at least six-feet from others.


To date, DOH has reported more than 1,600 contact tracers who are assisting with COVID-19 efforts across the state.
DOH announced that the list of long-term care facilities in Florida associated with COVID-19 cases will now include active cases in each facility
in order to provide real-time data. The list of long-term care facilities with active COVID-19 cases is available here. 
DOH is providing a report detailing surveillance data for every Florida county. Previously, this information was only available for select
communities. The surveillance data report is available here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a Public Health Emergency for COVID-19 in Florida.
DOH established a public call center for questions regarding COVID-19. The call center launched Monday, March 2, and is open 24/7.
In an effort to increase testing, Governor DeSantis has directed Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees on an emergency temporary basis to allow
licensed pharmacists in Florida to order and administer COVID-19 tests.
DOH is working with Florida’s Board of Pharmacy and Florida’s Department of Business and Professional Regulation on mobile pharmacy
compliance guidance.
More information on DOH’s COVID-19 response is available here.


FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


This week, the Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) expanded separate, observed self-swab lanes to symptomatic individuals
to additional four state-supported drive-thru COVID-19 testing sites. More information is available here. The sites now offering separate, self-
swab lanes include:


CenturyLink Sports Complex (Lee County)
Miami Beach Convention Center (Miami-Dade County)
Marlins Park (Miami-Dade County)
University Town Center (Sarasota County)


This week, FDEM completed Phase 1 of initial disbursements in CARES Act funding to counties with a population of less than 500,000. To
date, the Division has disbursed $318,821,445 to 55 counties. More information about CARES Act funding is available here.
Under the direction of Governor DeSantis, the Division continues to deploy additional staff to hospitals responding to COVID-19 across the
state. To date, 1,082 nurses have been deployed to support hospitals statewide.
This week, FDEM announced that the state will be creating an additional seven COVID-19 testing sites through a partnership with Target.
Friday, July 24, two of these sites opened in Clay and Nassau counties. More information is available here.
This week, FDEM worked with the federal government to establish five temporary drive-thru COVID-19 testing sites in Broward and Miami-
Dade counties. These sites will be operational until Sunday, August 2. More information is available here.
This week, the Division partnered with the Florida Department of Health and Miami-Dade County to provide 400 additional hotel rooms, free of
cost, to Miami-Dade County residents, including critical health care personnel, who have tested positive for COVID-19. More information is
available in a Miami-Dade County press release here.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


More than 52 million masks
More than 15.2 million gloves
Nearly 2 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 4.8 million gowns
More than 106 thousand goggles
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More than 71 thousand coveralls
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, the state currently supports 50 COVID-19 testing sites across the state, with the capacity to conduct up
to 29,000 tests per day. The state continues to expand testing capacity, in addition to supporting county-run testing efforts, to ensure all
Floridians can receive a COVID-19 test. To date, state-supported testing sites has conducted more than 750,000 tests. A list of state-supported
testing sites can be found here.
Five state-supported drive-thru testing sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval counties are offering free antibody testing
to anyone over the age of 18. The sites offering antibody tests are available here.
Find more information on DEM’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 4,200 onsite visits to facilities and more than 42,200
telephone calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
AHCA added an additional tab to the Hospital Bed Capacity Dashboard to reflect hospitalizations with a primary diagnosis of COVID-19.
On June 16, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-4 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-5. These rules require nursing home and assisted
living facility staff to be tested for COVID-19 every two weeks with testing resources provided by the state and to submit test results to their
employer/facility.
AHCA issued Emergency Order NO. 20-003 providing financial relief to nursing homes and Intermediate Care Facilities during the state’s
public health emergency. The emergency order extends the deadlines for March and April 2020 Quality Assessment payments until June 15,
2020 for Intermediate Care Facilities, and June 20, 2020 for nursing homes.
AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-2 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-3. These rules require nursing homes and assisted living facilities
to grant access to the Florida Department of Health or their authorized representative for the purpose infection prevention and control, including
mandated COVID-19 testing of both on-duty and off-duty staff when arranged by the Department.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-1 requiring hospitals to test all patients for COVID-19,
regardless of symptoms, prior to discharge to long-term care facilities.
AHCA sent out an email to nursing homes requiring the transfer of residents with verified or suspected cases if they cannot be appropriately
isolated and adhere to the CDC recommendations for COVID-19 response.
AHCA issued a provider alert announcing additional flexibilities within the Medicaid program made at the direction of Governor DeSantis.
Authorization requirements and services limits for medically necessary behavioral health care for are now waived.
AHCA created a new temporary Personal Care Attendant program to help long-term care facilities fill staffing shortages. The program provides
an 8-hour training on assisting with direct care so that personal care attendants can temporarily perform additional duties.
AHCA has been working with the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to ensure current Medicaid recipients maintain benefits during
the state of emergency. Medicaid application deadlines have also been extended.
Find more information on AHCA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION


DBPR issued Emergency Order 2020-09, effective June 26, 2020, that suspends the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the
premises for all vendors licensed for such sale who derive more than 50 percent of gross revenue from the sale of alcoholic beverages. Such
vendors may continue to sell alcoholic beverages in sealed containers for consumption off the premises in accordance with Executive Order
20-71, Sections 1 and 2.
The Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) issued Emergency Order 2020-08 which extends the deadlines for
examination eligibility and licensure eligibility through December 31, 2020, for professional licenses regulated pursuant to Chapter 455, Florida
Statutes, and the related professional practice acts. The Order supersedes section 4 of DBPR Emergency Order 2020-03, which had
previously extended these deadlines through May 31, 2020.
DPBR has distributed Additional Information for Barbershops and Cosmetology Salons Pursuant to Executive Order 20-120 and FAQs for
Executive Order 20-120 – Expanding Phase 1: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery to provide additional information and
guidelines for barbershops, cosmetology salons, and cosmetology specialty salons.
Find more information on DBPR’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES


Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which allowed the
Department of Children and Families (DCF) to issue more than $662 million in benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million
children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
Per DCF’s request, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Florida’s waiver to permit the state to launch a pilot project
that allows families to purchase groceries online with their Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card beginning April 21, 2020.
As part of her Hope for Healing Florida initiative, First Lady Casey DeSantis announced that DCF will be receiving a $1.9 million emergency
grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), which will provide crisis counseling and other mental
health support for Floridians impacted by COVID-19.
DCF continues to work diligently with the Department of Health (DOH) to develop precautionary protocols for child welfare professionals and
adult protective investigators who may have to make in-person visits to ensure the safety of those vulnerable populations.
Find more information on DCF’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS


The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) is expanding COVID-19 testing at institutions when indicated by a positive case. More than
30,000 inmates have been tested.
FDC has resumed modified volunteer activities at select institutions.
FDC has distributed cloth face coverings to all correctional officers and inmates at correctional institutions statewide.
FDC is closely aligned with the CDC Interim Guidance on Management of COVID-19 in Correctional and Detention Facilities.
New inmate commitments from county jails undergo additional screening and 14-day quarantine before placement within the general
population.
FDC has suspended visitation at all correctional institutions statewide.
Find more information on FDC’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY


Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through August 1, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
To comply with federal law, effective May 10, 2020, claimants for all Reemployment Assistance programs, including state Reemployment
Assistance, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, will be required to return to the
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CONNECT system every two weeks to request their benefits or “claim their weeks.” In doing so, claimants will confirm that they are still
unemployed and acknowledge that they are able and available for work should it be offered. For more information, click here. If claimants,
currently receiving Reemployment Assistance benefits, no longer wish to receive benefits, they do not need to claim their weeks, as payments
will stop processing if weeks stop being claimed.
DEO, in partnership with the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, launched a website to verify the identity of claimants
who have been locked out of their CONNECT account, the online system for processing Reemployment Assistance claims. Individuals who
were locked out of their CONNECT account have been notified and provided a direct link to verify their information so they can access their
account.
DEO is administering the Federal Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program. The program is offered by the federal CARES
Act and provides up to 13 weeks of benefits to a claimant who has exhausted Reemployment Assistance. For more information, please click
here.
The Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program that provides unemployment benefits to those that may not otherwise be
eligible under Florida’s state Reemployment Assistance program is available. Eligibility includes independent contractors, gig workers and
individuals who are self-employed. Working Floridians who have been impacted by COVID-19 and believe they may be eligible for Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance, can visit org and select "File a Claim" to apply and be considered for PUA. Individuals may also call 1-833-FL-
Apply (1-833-352-7759) for any questions they may have.
DEO continues to provide updates on the efforts made to address the challenges to Florida’s Reemployment Assistance program in response
to COVID-19. This includes the State Reemployment Assistance Claims Dashboard that is updated daily to reflect the total number of
Reemployment Assistance Claims submitted, verified, processed and paid.
DEO announced more than 1,000 small businesses have been awarded more than $49 million from the Florida Small Emergency Bridge Loan
program. 
The Business Damage Assessment survey is activated and continues to accept surveys to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local
business operations and determine the appropriate actions for recovery. Click here to access the survey.
Find more information on DEO’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


On June 11, the Florida Department of Education announced the full-reopening of Florida’s schools and CARES Act plan, visit here.
Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-06 - Further Guidance for Closing Achievement Gaps and Creating
Safe Spaces for Learning that:


Ensures that Florida schools are open for in-person learning and in compliance with the many educationally important state and federal
laws that ensure an equitable education for all types of learners, including our many at-risk students.  
Gave districts and schools flexibility to craft their own locally conceived plans, a request from districts, charters and private schools.
Gave districts and schools guidance and flexibility on how to compassionately maintain education for medically vulnerable students and
families.
Guided that state and federally required services for at-risk students must meet the same high bars of quality set forth in law.
Created additional pathways for districts and schools to comply with state laws that numerous districts, charter schools and private
schools asked for guidance on.
Provided districts, charters, privates and the many professionals that run schools the financial certainty that they will be supported as they
support our students.


In order to receive the flexibility and continuity provided for in Emergency Order 2020-06, school districts must submit a reopening plan for
review and approval that satisfies the requirements of the order. These plans are due to the Department of Education by July 31, and approved
plans will be posted at www.fldoe.org/em-response.
Hosted multiple webinars providing guidance to Florida school districts, charter schools, private schools, and education stakeholders on plans
to re-open. The recordings of the webinars can be found here.
Find more information on DOE’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ELDER AFFAIRS


The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) Restaurant Meal Initiative has served over 1,365,000 in partnership with the Florida
Restaurant and Lodging Association with delivery through the Department’s 11 Area Agencies on Aging.
DOEA’s Aging Network has provided over 7.1 million meals since March through both the restaurant meal initiative and an increase in
deliveries through traditional meal providers.
DOEA is providing an average of over 35,000 telephone reassurance calls to older adults throughout the state each month.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) issued Emergency Order 20-01 on
March 31 pertaining to in-person guardian visitation requirements where COVID-19 response and mitigation measures prevent such visits.
DOEA issued Guidance in furtherance of Order 20-01 on March 31 for Public and Professional Guardians to remain in compliance with Florida
Statute 744.361(14).
DOEA has created a dedicated webpage to provide resources on COVID-19 including: tips for caregivers, information on closures of senior
centers and adult day care centers, and alternative services for congregate meal sites.
Find more information on DOEA’s COVID-19 response here.


ENTERPRISE FLORIDA


Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a Virtual Trade Shows Grant Program to allow companies to identify international clients and
generate new export opportunities. Traditional international trade shows are being temporarily replaced by virtual events to promote safe
worldwide business opportunities. For more information, please contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI created a virtual trade grant program to help Florida companies do business overseas as international travel is restricted. Businesses
interested in learning more about the new Virtual Business Matchmaking service should contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  EFI
recently expanded this program to engage Canada and Mexico.
EFI conducted regional calls with stakeholders across the state to identify ideas for long-range economic recovery.
EFI suspended initial fees for its Microfinance Loan Guarantee Program to support Florida’s small business community impacted by COVID-19.
Interested businesses must apply through a local lender. For further information please contact your lender or visit Enterprise Florida’s website.
See resources compiled by EFI for businesses impacted by COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION


The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) continues to implement their phased reopening of the Florida State Parks. As these
parks are reopening, DEP is taking measures to ensure the protection of staff and the public. During this phase of reopening, visitors should
expect limited hours, capacity and amenities.
Areas of Florida State Parks managed by the Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection (ORCP) have been partially reopened, including
remote access trails, beaches, and boat ramps at the Research Reserves. Islands, beaches, and submerged lands within the Aquatic
Preserves are being reopened in accordance with local ordinances. See current information on ORCP-managed lands here.
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Find more information on DEP’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL REGULATION


The Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) issued Emergency Order 2020-03 temporarily expanding the motor vehicle retail installment initial
payment rule.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-02 extending certain filing deadlines for Florida’s financial services providers.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-01 extending certain renewal deadlines for money services businesses. 
OFR provided guidance for consumer finance businesses and professionals.
OFR provided guidance and an operational update for Florida’s securities businesses and professionals.
OFR provided informational guidance and an update to Florida’s financial institutions.
OFR created helpful resource lists for businesses and individuals to contact their financial services providers:


Florida Financial Institution Resource List
Top 40 Mortgage Servicers Resource List
Additional Financial Information and Resources List


Find more information on OFR’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES


Since March 1, 2020, Floridians have conducted over 2 million motor vehicle and credential transactions virtually through the department’s
online services webpage: com. FLHSMV encourages Floridians who can, to complete their driver license or motor vehicle transactions online,
rather than in person at a driver license office.
The Florida Highway Patrol is assisting with the implementation and enforcement of Executive Order 20-86 at the direction of Governor
DeSantis.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, FLHSMV Executive Director Rhodes has waived commercial truck hours of
service regulations and other related regulations so that emergency supplies, equipment, commodities and resources can be moved more
quickly and efficiently throughout the state.
Find more information on FLHSMV’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF INSURANCE REGULATION


OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-07M providing guidance to insurers on hurricane season preparedness and response. Insurers
are advised to review and consider operational guidance from the Federal Emergency Management Agency and encouraged to leverage
technology to protect and best serve policyholders.
As part of its ongoing effort to keep policyholders informed, the Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) published a list of resources to connect
Florida policyholders with assistance being offered by insurers in response to COVID-19.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-06M providing guidance on the use of technology to help combat the spread of COVID-19,
including encouraging insurers to broaden access to care for telehealth services, and requesting Pharmacy Benefit Managers to transition to an
electronic audit process in order to avoid unnecessary risk and maintain social distancing.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-05M reminding insurers of applicable statutes regarding workers’ compensation insurance.
Workers’ compensation insurers are expected to comply with all of the provisions of Florida’s Workers’ Compensation Law.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-03M directing all insurers and other entities regulated by OIR to review and update their
business continuity and/or continuity of operations plans. Companies are directed to immediately contact OIR if their continuity plans are
activated and/or if business operations become compromised so it can work with insurers to avoid any disruption in consumer services.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-04M providing general guidance on the treatment of policyholders as part of the state’s
ongoing efforts to protect Floridians.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-02M as a reminder to all health insurers, health maintenance organizations, and other health
entities to allow for early prescription refills.
Find more information on OIR’s COVID-19 response here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE


The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) is resuming limited family visitation to facilities who have no active COVID-19 cases. Programs with
COVID-19 cases remain under visitation restriction.
DJJ has instituted additional screening measures for essential personnel and vendors within juvenile facilities.
Find more information on DJJ’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) is working with DBPR and providing guidance for enforcing the closure of bars and 50
percent seating capacity limit for entertainment businesses.
FDLE is coordinating with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association to test law enforcement exposed to mass
gatherings for COVID-19.
FDLE is disseminating information on the hiring of former first responders to assist Florida Division of Emergency Management field operations.
FDLE is working with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association on traffic assistance at testing/collection sites
statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association to monitor law enforcement staffing
impacts and staffing needs due to COVID-19.
Find more information on FDLE’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA LOTTERY


Effective March 23, Florida Lottery Headquarters and district offices are closed to the public until further notice.  
Find more information on the Florida Lottery’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES


The Department of Management Services (DMS) launched a dedicated telework page with resources and tutorials for employees and
employers operating in a remote work environment.
At the Governor’s direction, DMS Secretary Jonathan Satter issued an emergency order to ensure federal benefits granted through The
Families First Coronavirus Response Act are available to employees.
As directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to expand covered
telehealth benefits at no additional employee cost.
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Also directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to cover immunizations at
participating in-network retail pharmacies at no cost to the member during this public health emergency.
Find more information on DMS’ COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS


Approximately 1,471 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 905,880 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FLNG continues to support the state's COVID-19 response through augmentation to airport screening measures, statewide logistics support,
coordination, planning and operational mission sets.
Find more information on DMA’s response to COVID-19 here.


AGENCY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES


The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) is now providing group-home specific COVID-19 test data to the Florida Department of Health
as part of its weekly COVID-19 statewide update. This is in addition to the existing COVID-19 report published on APD’s website.
APD received eight pallets of cloth masks from the State Emergency Operations Center and will be distributing the masks to APD customers in
supported living, group home residents and employees and to other providers to protect APD customers.
The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) sent out a Guidance Booklet to Providers and Waiver Support Coordinators recently to outline
waiver changes and flexibilities as a result of COVID-19. It also included information on infection control measures and recommended actions
when faced with various scenarios.
APD issued Emergency Order 20-03, which temporarily suspends face to face visits to administer the Questionnaire for Situational Information
to determine the level of need of APD customers.
Find more information on APD’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE


The Department of Revenue (DOR) has expanded its capacity for responding to child support customers who choose to handle their cases by
email. The Department has also added a direct link to the email form for ease of access: floridarevenue.com/AskChildSupport. In addition to
email, child support customers can contact the Child Support Program by webchat, fax, phone, or online using eServices.
DOR has issued an emergency order extending certain corporate income tax (CIT) due dates. For corporations with a fiscal year ending Dec.
31, 2019, the due date for Florida CIT payments is extended to June 1, 2020. For corporations with fiscal years ending Dec. 31, 2019, Jan. 31,
2020, or Feb. 29, 2020, the due date for Florida CIT returns is extended to August 3, 2020. The due dates for Florida CIT payments for
corporations with fiscal years ending Jan. 31 or Feb. 29, 2020, remain June 1, 2020 and July 1, 2020, respectively.
DOR has created a dedicated webpage for child support customers who have questions about the child support offset for Economic Impact
Payments under the CARES Act. Under federal law, these payments are subject to federal offset for persons who owe past-due support.
DOR has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for tax-related questions and information.
The department also has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for child support customers and alternative options for handling many child support
case activities without visiting an office.
Find more information on DOR’s response to COVID-19 here.


CAREERSOURCE FLORIDA


The CareerSource Florida network has continued to provide employment and business services throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, and now
offers in-person assistance by appointment as well as a full range of career and business services virtually.
Free online career training and scholarships for training programs are available for Floridians interested in sharpening their skills or starting a
new career. Please find your local team by visiting careersourceflorida.com/career-services/ or for a list of Florida’s local workforce
development boards and their contact information, please click here.
The state workforce board and all 24 local workforce development boards are assisting with CONNECT PIN resets and processing
Reemployment Assistance applications.
CareerSource Florida has launched an integrated public and business outreach campaign, Help is Here, a comprehensive resource for
employment and business services.  


STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF FLORIDA


The State University System has directed all 12 state universities to develop alternate plans for summer commencement ceremonies, which
include any rescheduled spring commencement plans that may have been postponed to summer.
The State University System Task Force has issued guidelines for reopening university campuses in the fall. Universities will present their
individual plans based on these guidelines to the Board of Governors on June 23, 2020.
Find more information on SUS’ response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-97, delaying elections in Pasco County at the request of Pasco County Supervisor of
Elections Brian Corley.
Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee announced the issuance of an emergency order and emergency rules to extend annual report filing deadlines
for business entities, as well as outline changes to the candidate petition and candidate qualifying processes.
Find more information on the Florida Department of State’s Response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


In accordance with Phase 2 of Governor Ron DeSantis’ Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery, the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) deactivated the checkpoint for screening travelers seeking to enter Florida on I-10 at the Florida/Alabama state line.
Upon deactivation, nearly 28,000 traveler forms had been collected at the I-10 checkpoint.
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) deactivated the checkpoint for screening travelers seeking to enter Florida on I-95 at the
Florida/Georgia state line. Upon deactivation, more than 48,000 traveler forms had been collected at the I-95 checkpoint.
Governor DeSantis and FDOT Secretary Thibault announced the opening of five new Interstate 4 (I-4)/State Road (S.R.) 408 flyover ramps.
This work was completed more than three months ahead of schedule and increases safety and mobility in the heart of Florida.
Due to continued lower traffic volumes as a result of COVID-19, FDOT expedited more than 40 additional critical transportation projects by at
least 650 total contract days, while also providing essential jobs to Floridians. Find more information about FDOT’s accelerated projects here.
FDOT Secretary Thibault and staff joined the Florida Trucking Association and the Florida Highway Patrol to hand out 500 meals to Florida’s
truck drivers.
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FDOT continues to coordinate with seaports across the state to monitor port activity.
Find more information on FDOT’s response to COVID-19 here.  


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


For 24-hour counsel, call the National Veteran Crisis Hotline at 1-800-273-8255. Veterans in Florida may also call the Florida Veterans Support
Lineat 1-844-MyFLVet (693-5838) or 2-1-1.
To contact a teleworking FDVA Veterans’ Claims Examiner, call (727) 319-7440 or email VSO@fdva.state.fl.us
Veterans who are concerned they may have symptoms of COVID-19, flu or cold should call the VISN 8 Clinical Contact Center toll free at (877)
741-3400 before coming to a VA facility. Clinicians are available to provide 24/7 virtual care and support, including nurse advice and triage.
The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA) has restricted visitor access to its state veterans’ homes until further notice, with the
exception of essential visitors. In addition, admissions in our network of state veterans’ homes are temporarily suspended.
Find more information on FDVA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION


The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) continues to be in close communication with the Governor’s Office, the Florida
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the most recent COVID-19 status and guidance.
Find more information on FWC’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION


The Florida Housing Finance Corporation (Florida Housing) is administering $250 million in CARES Act funding for rental and mortgage
assistance for Florida families that have been negatively impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more here. 
Florida Housing issued an Emergency Rule to property owners and managers to suspend rent increases during this public health emergency
on properties funded by Florida Housing. Those who choose to implement rent increases that impact residents during this global pandemic
could result in consequences for future funding opportunities with Florida Housing.
As Florida Housing continues to be committed to the health and well-being of all Floridians, we have compiled a list of resources with relevant
information for homeowners, residents, developers, apartment owners, management companies, participating lenders, Realtors and SHIP
administrators regarding COVID-19.
Find more information on Florida Housing’s response to COVID-19 here.


VISIT FLORIDA


VISIT FLORIDA’s welcome centers along Interstate 95 near Jacksonville, Interstate 10 near Pensacola, and Interstate 75 near Lake City are
open to provide incoming travelers the latest public health, travel and safety information. The welcome centers are operating with sanitization
and social distancing measures recommended by public health officials. Nearly a half-million face masks have been provided by DOH and
FDEM and are being made available to visitors.
Find more information on VISIT FLORIDA’s response to COVID-19 here.


VOLUNTEER FLORIDA


As the lead agency for volunteerism and service, Volunteer Florida is working to support voluntary organizations across the state and nation by
sharing resources, surveying needs and requesting that continuity of operations plans be created to avoid any service delivery disruption.
Find more information on Volunteer Florida’s response to COVID-19 here. 
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From: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida
To: dlchdpio"s@flhealth.gov
Subject: Select State-Supported COVID-19 Testing Sites to Offer Observed Self-Swab Testing for Symptomatic Individuals
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2020 10:39:49 AM


Banner


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE July 16, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


Select State-Supported COVID-19 Testing Sites to Offer Observed Self-Swab Testing for Symptomatic Individuals
~This pilot program will reduce wait time and expedite test results to symptomatic individuals~


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. –  Today, the Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) announced that four state-supported drive-thru COVID-19
testing sites will begin offering separate, observed self-swab lanes to symptomatic individuals to reduce wait time at testing sites and to expedite
their test results, beginning Friday, July 17.


This pilot program will begin at the following state-supported testing sites:


War Memorial Auditorium in Fort Lauderdale (Broward County)
Regency Square Mall (Duval County)
Orange County Convention Center (Orange County)
Hard Rock Stadium (Miami-Dade County)


While appointments are not necessary to be tested, individuals going to the Orange County Convention Center and the Regency Square Mall sites
can make an appointment at DoINeedACOVID19Test.com for their convenience. Appointments are not available at this time for self-swab testing at
the Hard Rock Stadium or the War Memorial Auditorium in Fort Lauderdale.


At the sites, symptomatic individuals will be directed to a separate lane for testing and will be provided an observed, self-swab test under the
supervision of a health care professional.


Observed self-swab tests will be offered to those 5 and older with symptoms of COVID-19. Results from the self-swab test will be sent to a separate
lab and will be available within 72 hours via e-mail. The Orange County Convention Center and the Hard Rock Stadium sites will be able to conduct
up to 500 self-swabbing tests per day, the War Memorial Auditorium site will be able to conduct up to 1,000 self-swabbing tests per day and the
Regency Square Mall site will be able to conduct up to 2,200 self-swabbing tests per day.


If the pilot program is successful, FDEM will expand this program to more state-run testing sites.


The state currently supports 50 COVID-testing sites across the state, with the capacity to conduct up to 29,000 tests per day. The state continues to
expand testing capacity, in addition to supporting county-run testing efforts, to ensure all Floridians are able to receive a COVID-19 test. To date,
state-supported testing sites has conducted more than 750,000 tests. A list of state-supported testing sites can be found here.
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot  in Florida politics — 6.2.20 — Burnin’ today: Burgess, DeSantis,


Crist, Throop, Trump, Lee
Date: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 4:01:27 AM


First on #FlaPol — Yesterday, Danny Burgess sent in his resignation
as Executive Director of the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. Today, he
officially filed for Senate District 20.


“For nearly two years I’ve had the honor to serve our state’s veterans
and work on behalf of those who answered the call to serve in the
United States Armed Forces,” Burgess said. "Their bravery,
commitment to others, and selflessness inspires me each and every
day and I will always champion their cause should I be honored to
serve in the state Senate."
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Danny Burgess is stepping down from the Department of Veterans' Affairs to
mount a run for the Senate.


“I’m excited to start communicating our results-oriented and community-
centered message to every corner of Senate District 20 and I look
forward to the campaign ahead.”


The cornerstone of that message: “renewing Florida’s economic
promise and taking care of the most vulnerable among us.”


For a candidate that just days ago wasn’t expected to be on the ballot, it
couldn’t be going better.


The Pasco native was already a formidable contender, considering his
former District 38 seat in the Florida House overlaps with SD 20. Add in
legislative and executive experience and


Shortly after Thonotosassa Republican Sen. Tom Lee announced he
would exit the Legislature midway through his term, Burgess landed
endorsements from Senate President-designate Wilton Simpson and
Majority Leader Kathleen Passidomo.


His pathway was made clearer when Rep. Jamie Grant said he would
defer to Burgess if he wanted the seat.


As yet, there are no other contenders for the seat — the Governor only
called for a special election hours before Burgess made it official — but
that could change quickly.


Others rumored to be up for the job include former Sen. Dana Young,
Hillsborough County Commissioner Stacy White Pasco County
Commissioner Mike Moore and Plant City Mayor Rick Lott.
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___


First on #FlaPol — Gov. Ron DeSantis has extended the eviction
moratorium until July 1.


That ban on evictions and foreclosures was set to expire midnight
Monday. But DeSantis has granted an additional 30 days, according to
spokesperson Helen Aguirre Ferré.


Last week, the Governor said he had not decided whether to extend the
protections for homeowners and renters but expected to make a
decision “pretty soon.”


Democrats have repeatedly asked for the extension throughout the
pandemic as the economic reality of a lockdown hit Floridians.
Technical problems plaguing the state’s unemployment system portal
have compounded those hardships. And for those who still haven’t
been fully paid what they’re owed, getting on the phone with a customer
service representative has been a continuing problem.


That’s left many Floridians unable to pay the bills. But as landlords lose
income, they too must figure out how to pay the bills.


Senate Minority Leader Audrey Gibson‘s office on Wednesday sent
the Governor a letter calling for the moratorium to be extended until
July 1, 30 days from the June 2 end date.


___


First in #FlaPol  — “Charlie Crist taps former Pete Buttigieg state director
as campaign manager” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — St.
Petersburg Democratic Rep. Crist is hiring Sydney Throop  as his 2020
campaign manager. Throop previously served as the state director for
presidential candidate Mayor Buttigieg of South Bend, Indiana. She
also worked as the field director for a Massachusetts Secretary of State
campaign and served with the Reason to Believe PAC in Iowa. Throop
said she is excited to “keep the House blue” and “elect Democrats up
and down the ballot.” Crist and Throop will work to maintain the
Democratic stronghold of the congressional district 13 in November.
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Congratulations to Sydney Throop, the former Pete Buttigieg state director who
has joined the Charlie Crist reelection campaign.


  America in crisis
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“Donald Trump declares he’s President of law, order amid
protests” via The Associated Press — Trump declared himself “the
President of law and order” and threatened to deploy the United States
military to American cities to quell a rise of violent protests. As Trump
spoke, an incredible TV split-screen developed around the White
House. While he addressed the nation in the Rose Garden, a series of
military vehicles rolled out front on Pennsylvania Avenue and military
police and law enforcement clashed with protesters at Lafayette Park.
Trump said he would mobilize "thousands and thousands" of soldiers to
keep the peace if Governors did not use the National Guard to shut
down the protests. Loud tear gas explosions could be heard as
authorities moved what appeared to be peaceful protests in the park.


With flash bombs in the distance, Donald Trump calls himself the 'law and order'
President. Image via AP.


“Family-commissioned autopsy says George Floyd's death was
homicide” via Axios — Preliminary results from an independent
autopsy commissioned by Floyd's family found that his death in the
custody of Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin was "homicide
caused by asphyxia due to neck and back compression that led to a
lack of blood flow to the brain," according to a statement from the
family's attorney. The autopsy contradicts preliminary findings from the
Hennepin County medical examiner, who found “no physical findings
that support a diagnosis of traumatic asphyxiation or strangulation,”
according to charging documents against Chauvin. The official
examination is still ongoing.


“Trump calls protesters ‘terrorists’ and urges Governors to seek
‘retribution’” via Jonathan Martin, Katie Rogers and Maggie Haberman
of The New York Times — Trump lashed out at Governors for their
response to the violence roiling the country, calling protesters
“terrorists,” demanding “retribution” and warning the Governors they
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would look like “jerks” if they did not send them to “jail for long periods
of time.” “You have to dominate,” Trump told the Governors. If they
failed to take a strong hand, he said, the protesters were “going to run
over you, you’re going to look like a bunch of jerks.” The tirade,
delivered on a private conference call, showed the depth of Trump’s
anger over protests and riots.


“Trump suggests the kind of ‘vicious’ response to protests he
once hailed from China in Tiananmen Square” via Aaron Blake of
The Washington Post — After days of no public remarks about the
unrest across the country, Trump offered a glimpse of his vision for
dealing with the protesters, rioters and looters: Law enforcement needs
to “dominate.” Trump offered this prescription on a call with Governors
that also included urging 10-year prison terms for those apprehended
and seemed to suggest that he may have the military take over. It was
a bold proposal from Trump. But it’s also wholly predictable that Trump
would go down this road, given his past comments about such
demonstrations.


“Waiting for Trump to speak, and bracing for whether his words
will make matters worse” via Eugene Scott of The Washington Post
— To get the best sense of what Trump is really focused on and
concerned with regarding the uprisings that are occupying the nation,
one should turn to his preferred, unfiltered method of communication:
Twitter. The president has mostly used social media platform to attack
his Democratic rivals and the media, to defend police and to promise a
tough stance against those who break laws in their protests.
Conservative media hosts have called on the president to deliver
remarks aimed at unifying the nation.


“AG William Barr deploying federal riot teams to D.C., Miami to
quell unrest, DOJ official says” via Kevin Johnson, Bart Jansen and
Kristine Phillips of the USA Today — Barr has deployed federal riot
teams to Washington, D.C., and Miami in an attempt to quell violent
clashes between protesters and police. Riot teams are being sent from
the federal Bureau of Prisons, while the FBI also has directed its elite
Hostage Rescue Unit to help in D.C. A weekend of rioting in the
nation’s capital left deep scars in the shadow of the White House and
across the city where 88 people were arrested, while dozens of law
enforcement officers, including Secret Service agents, were injured.


“Facing protests over use of force, police respond with more
force” via Shaila Dewan and Mike Baker of The New York Times —
Demonstrations continued across the United States on Sunday as the
nation braced for another grueling night of unrest over police shootings.
Videos showed police officers in recent nights using batons, tear gas,
pepper spray and rubber bullets on protesters, bystanders and
journalists, often without warning or seemingly unprovoked. Trump
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resisted calls to address the tensions roiling the country. Instead, he
used Twitter to criticize local Democratic leaders for not doing more to
control the protests. Military vehicles in recent nights have moved down
city streets as phalanxes of officers in full riot gear fired clouds of
noxious gas.


“Matt Gaetz seriously asks: Can we ‘hunt’ antifa ‘terrorists’ like we
do ‘in the Middle East?’” via Pilar Melendez of The Daily Beast —
“Now that we clearly see antifa as terrorists, can we hunt them down
like we do those in the Middle East?” the Republican lawmaker said.
Gaetz’s violent rhetoric comes hours after Sen. Tom Cotton urged
Trump to deploy active-duty military personnel to cities in the wake of
nationwide protests over the killing of Floyd. On Sunday, Trump
claimed that the U.S. government will designate “antifa” as a terrorist
organization after the President blamed them for riots across the
country. “Anarchy, rioting, and looting needs to end tonight,” Cotton
said, adding, “if local law enforcement is overwhelmed and needs
backup, let’s see how tough these Antifa terrorists are when they’re
facing off with the 101st Airborne Division.”


—“Twitter adds warning label to Gaetz tweet on antifa for
glorifying violence” via Cristiano Lima of POLITICO


A Matt Gaetz tweet suggests we hunt down antifa like Middle Eastern terrorists;
he gets slapped with a warning label for 'glorifying violence.'


“Debbie Wasserman Schultz ridicules Trump response to George
Floyd protests: ‘He tucks his tail between his legs, hides in a
bunker’” via Anthony Man of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
Wasserman Schultz tore into Trump for what she described as his
hapless response to the protests sparked by the killing of Floyd. “Where
is the president? Where is the president of the United States using the
platform that he has to heal the country and bring us together?” she
asked during a video news conference. Trump should have addressed
the nation to “acknowledge the hurt and the hundreds of years of racial
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injustice and pain that exists. But instead, he tucks his tail between his
legs, hides in a bunker and allows Rome to burn around him,"
Wasserman Schultz said.


“National Guard troop levels reach historic high amid pandemic
and protest” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — Amid rising civil
unrest and the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, troop numbers for the
National Guard are at historic highs. “As a uniformed member of
America’s military, it breaks my heart to see the country I love in such
pain,” said Air Force Gen. Joseph Lengyel. As of Monday, 66,722
soldiers and airmen of the National Guard were mobilized in 23 states
and the District of Columbia in response to protests, natural disasters,
and the COVID-19 pandemic. The National Guard Bureau said
personnel assigned to deal with the unrest are trained and equipped to
support law enforcement and first responders.


“‘The norms have broken down’: Shock as journalists are arrested,
injured by police while trying to cover the story” via Paul Farhi and
Elahe Izadi of The Washington Post — At least a dozen journalists
injured in cities across America this weekend including a photographer
who was blinded in one eye as police fired rubber bullets, pepper spray
and tear gas to quell unrest. In several cases, reporters appear to have
been swept up in indiscriminate efforts by authorities to disperse
crowds. But in a number of incidents, journalists were injured, harassed
or arrested even after identifying themselves as reporters.


“A wave of protests puts a spotlight on U.S. hypocrisy” via Ishaan
Tharoor of The Washington Post — Trump may be uniquely bad at
bringing a wounded, divided country together. Throughout six
consecutive days of unrest in cities across the country, Trump pledged
military retribution on protesters engaged in unlawful acts, dismissed
their outrage as the work of leftist troublemakers, and said nothing of
reports of heavy-handed police actions during the demonstrations. The
United States has already scaled back its defense of human rights and
the rule of law in other parts of the world. Now the events of the past
week have unfurled like the kind of catalog of abuses you’d see
documented by U.S.-based rights groups in countries elsewhere.


“Andrew Cuomo says protests should spark U.S. ban on excessive
force” via Bloomberg — Protests across the U.S. over the death of
Floyd should spark a national ban on excessive force by police officers,
Cuomo said. The Democratic Governor said he will be talking to Mayor
Bill de Blasio about a potential curfew in New York City, where there
were reports of looting and some “disturbing” videos of police
encounters with the crowds. Violent activity by protesters “obscures the
righteousness of the message,” Cuomo said at a press briefing. “It
plays into the hands of people and forces who don’t want to make
changes.” de Blasio said a curfew is an option but is not planned. Over
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the weekend, the mayor said police who drove into a crowd of
demonstrators were wrong, but that the protesters had created
conditions for the incident.


“Louisville police chief fired in aftermath of fatal shooting” via
Bruce Schreiner and Sophia Tulp of The Associated Press —
Louisville’s police chief was fired after the mayor learned that officers
involved in a shooting that killed the popular owner of a barbecue spot
failed to activate body cameras during the chaotic scene. David
McAtee, known for offering meals to police officers, died while police
officers and National Guard soldiers were enforcing a curfew amid
waves of protests over a previous police shooting in Kentucky’s largest
city. Police said they were responding to gunfire from a crowd. The U.S.
attorney said federal authorities will join state police in investigating the
fatal shooting.


“Music industry calls for blackout Tuesday amid unrest” via Mesfin
Fekadu of The Associated Press — Several top record labels organized
Black Out Tuesday as violent protests erupted around the world
sparked by Floyd’s death as well as the killings of Ahmaud Arbery and
Breonna Taylor. Music-based companies Live Nation and TikTok, as
well as the Recording Academy, posted to social media that it planned
to support and stand with the black community. On Tuesday, June 2,
Columbia Records will observe ‘Black Out Tuesday,’” the Sony label
home to Beyoncé, Bob Dylan, Adele and John Legend said in a
statement. “This is not a day off. Instead, this is a day to reflect and
figure out ways to move forward in solidarity.”


Musicians including Rihanna, Jay-Z, Beyoncé, Taylor Swift, Lil Nas X, Demi
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Lovato, Post Malone and Harry Styles have spoken out following George Floyd’s
death and the worldwide riots. Image via AP.


“Retailers and restaurants across the U.S. close their doors amid
protests” via Rachel Lerman and Todd C. Frankel of The Washington
Post — Retailers and other businesses in cities across the U.S.,
including the Bay Area, the District of Columbia, New York, Atlanta,
Philadelphia and Minneapolis, experienced broken windows, thefts and
other violence over the weekend. The actions prompted a number of
businesses to shut their doors and raised questions about how exactly
the actions relate to the protesters, many of whom were peaceful.
Walmart on Sunday closed several hundred stores due to potential
protests. Amazon said it had adjusted routes or scaled back delivery
operations in some cities, while Apple closed an unspecified number of
stores on Sunday.


“Read the email Tim Cook sent to Apple employees about Floyd”
via Annie Palmer of CNBC — In the memo, Cook condemned the
killing and called for the creation of a “better, more just world for
everyone.” “We can have no society worth celebrating unless we can
guarantee freedom from fear for every person who gives this country
their love, labor and life,” Cook said. Cook also acknowledged that
racial injustice exists in the U.S., including in “our criminal justice
system” and “in the disproportionate toll of disease on Black and Brown
communities,” as well as from economic inequality and disparities in
educational opportunities.


“Corporate voices get behind ‘black lives matter’ cause” via Tiffany
Hsu of The New York Times — Major companies are often wary of
conflict, especially in a polarized time. They tend to be afraid of
offending their customers and associating their brands with sensitive
subjects. After Floyd died in Minneapolis, a wide range of companies
began to take much more public stances on racial injustice and police
violence. Speaking out on social issues is often a calculated decision, a
form of “values and identity-driven targeted marketing,” said Americus
Reed, a marketing professor at the Wharton School at the University of
Pennsylvania. Some companies were more cautious in their approach.


“Record ratings and record chaos on cable news” via Ben Smith of
The New York Times — The power, and the stress, are clearest at Fox
News, by far the most-watched American news channel but one that
has been in a rolling corporate crisis since its founder, Roger Ailes,
was forced to resign amid sexual harassment allegations almost four
years ago. MSNBC has been scrambling in a different way. The
channel thrived from 2017 until earlier this year, lifted by its nonstop
coverage of the Trump-Russia story and the story’s denouement in
impeachment. CNN once positioned itself between MSNBC and Fox on
the political spectrum. The network has since adopted an increasingly
political focus, hosting dozens of Democratic primary town halls and
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debates since Trump seeks to confront the media.


“Pepper spray sales soar on Amazon” via Spencer Soper of
Bloomberg — Amazon.com Inc. shoppers are buying up pepper spray
as demonstrations continue around the country and self-defense
becomes top-of-mind for some Americans. People are swapping
recommendations for self-defense products on social media platforms
like Twitter, where users are posting links to Sabre pepper spray on
Amazon. Protests have rocked U.S. cities since the killing in police
custody of Floyd. Amazon became a pipeline for household essentials
such as toilet paper and disinfecting wipes for shoppers hunkered down
at home to avoid contracting COVID-19. The spike in pepper spray
sales shows how protests around the country are influencing consumer
demand.


  


—@morningmoneyben: Sometimes you think, “how could this year
get any worse?” And then it always, always does. There’s just no
bottom.


—@MarcoRubio: Many in the media fell for the calculated & deliberate
tactics of professional agitators. They knew the street needed to be
cleared before 7 p.m. curfew. But they deliberately stayed to trigger
police action & get the story they wanted, that “police attacked peaceful
protesters.”


—@TomCottonAR: Anarchy, rioting, and looting needs to end tonight.
If local law enforcement is overwhelmed and needs backup, let's see
how tough these Antifa terrorists are when they're facing off with the
101st Airborne Division. We need to have zero tolerance for this
destruction.


—@MattGaetz: Now that we clearly see Antifa as terrorists, can we
hunt them down like we do those in the Middle East?


—@ChrisLHayes: I think a lot of Americans really don't know how
much the American Revolution was precipitated by the Crown's abuse
of the policing power against the colonists. It was *central* and often led
to unrest, riots, tarring and feathering and the like.


Tweet, tweet:


Situational awareness
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—@AndrewFeinberg: Wow. As @realDonaldTrump prepares to
speak, mounted *federal* police are throwing flashbang grenades at
peaceful protesters as military police (and perhaps Bill Barr) look on.
Clearly timed for the President’s remarks.


—@SteveHelling: Make no mistake: when President Trump mentioned
our Second Amendment rights in his speech, he was signaling that
citizens can and should shoot the protesters.


—@PeterBakerNYT: Trump leaves the impression that he wanted
exactly this split-screen moment where he talked tough at the very
moment troops and police moved against peaceful protesters outside
the executive mansion.
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—@MacStipanovich: Betas who wave AR-15s. I have known very few
genuinely tough men who talked about how tough they are. In fact, I
cannot remember one. I have known men for years without knowing
they had Silver Stars. My guess is you would wear a fire watch ribbon
on your lapel.


—@AGAshleyMoody: The killing of George Floyd was criminal and I
stand with the law enforcement community in condemning it. However, I
am absolutely heartbroken and appalled by the riots and looting that
has ravaged our state. Destroying small businesses and attacking
officers isn’t the answer.


—@Andrew4Duval: You can’t be shocked that the Government you
wanted to force people to stay inside for months, shut down
businesses, and borrow trillions of dollars with ease is big enough to
mobilize personnel and quell any violent protesting.


—@CFernandezFL: Members of my family fled an oppressive regime
in Cuba because their government used military force to silence people
who peacefully assembled in dissent. We just saw the exact same thing
happen in the United States of America. All so the President can have a
photo op.


—@NateMonroeTU: TFW you wake up and realize you're furloughed.
Great, great timing.


Tweet, tweet:







  


Universal Orlando begins phased reopening — 3; PGA Tour resumes
with Charles Schwab Challenge in Fort Worth — 9; Last day of state
candidate qualifying — 10; “Devolution: A Firsthand Account of the
Rainier Sasquatch Massacre” by Max Brooks release — 14; Belmont
Stakes rescheduled — 18; Father’s Day — 19; Apple to hold Developer
Conference — 20; “The Outpost” with Orlando Bloom and Scott
Eastwood premieres — 31; Disney World Magic Kingdom & Animal
Kingdom to reopen — 39; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios
to reopen — 43; Federal taxes due — 43; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet”
premieres — 45; “Mulan” premieres — 52; TED conference


Days until
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rescheduled — 44; Democratic National Convention in Milwaukee
begins — 76; Florida primaries for 2020 state legislative/congressional
races — 80; Indy 500 rescheduled — 90; Republican National
Convention begins in Charlotte — 83; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres
— 94; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 95; Rescheduled
date for French Open — 109; First presidential debate in Indiana —
120; Preakness Stakes rescheduled — 123; First vice presidential
debate at the University of Utah — 130; Second presidential debate
scheduled at the University of Michigan — 135; Wes Anderson’s “The
French Dispatch” premieres — 136; Third presidential debate at
Belmont — 143; 2020 General Election — 154; “Black Widow”
premieres — 156; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 168; “No
Time to Die” premieres — 175; “Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 224;
Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 250; New start date for 2021 Olympics —
416; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 425; “Spider-Man Far From Home”
sequel premieres — 521; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 619;
“Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 651; “Black
Panther 2” premieres — 704; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse”
sequel premieres — 857.


  


“Ron DeSantis’ first Floyd remarks: Zero tolerance for rioting,
looting” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — DeSantis broke his silence
on the death of Floyd . “Florida has zero-tolerance for violence, rioting and
looting,” DeSantis said in a prepared statement. “George Floyd’s murder was
appalling, and the Minnesota perpetrators need to be brought to justice, but this
cannot be used as a pretext for violence in our Florida communities.” DeSantis
remained quiet even as the sometimes violent protests roiled the country,
including parts of Florida. On Sunday, the Governor’s spokesperson told
Florida Politics that the Governor had activated nearly 700 members of the


Florida reax
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Florida National Guard on Saturday.


—“As violence spreads, DeSantis is silent” via Matt Dixon of
POLITICO Florida


Ron DeSantis has not said much about the days of violent protests,
even when there was one outside the Governor's Mansion. Image via


AP.


“Nikki Fried joins calls to admonish Anthony Sabatini over
controversial tweet” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — Fried joined
a rising chorus of Florida Democrats calling for the admonishment of
Sabatini after he said he would greet rioters in his county with an AR-15. In a
letter addressed to House Speaker José Oliva and Speaker-Designate Chris
Sprowls, Fried described Sabatini’s tweet as reckless and a violation of
House rules. “By encouraging armed violence against protesters, Rep.
Sabatini’s conduct fails to meet the basic standards of integrity, honor,
confidence and professionalism that the House’s rules require,” Fried wrote.


“Peaceful protests are appropriate, but ‘violent riots must stop,’
warns Senate President” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics — Florida
Senate President Bill Galvano weighed in on the death of Minneapolis
resident Floyd , killed last week by police. Streets around the country have
been rocked by violence and wanton property destruction since. While he
backed the peaceful protests, Galvano had a warning for rioters filling streets
in Florida and presumably elsewhere. “Violent riots must stop. I support the
efforts of law enforcement and National Guard troops who are working to
protect the safety of people and property.”


“Florida Police Chiefs Association condemns officers for role in
Floyd’s death” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — The Florida Police
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Chiefs Association joined the calls denouncing a Minneapolis police officer’s
role in the death of Floyd . Chief Kenneth Albano, president of the Florida
Police Chiefs Association, said the events last week need a “clear and unified
message.” “The Florida Police Chiefs Association condemns the murder of
George Floyd by Derek Chauvin, and we call for the speedy and impartial trial
of Officer Chauvin on this charge,” he said. He also announced the creation of
a subcommittee of chiefs and community leaders to submit solutions to the
Florida Legislature.


“Lenny Curry said no curfew for Monday night” via David Bauerlein of
The Florida Times-Union — Curry announced that he and Sheriff Mike
Williams have decided Jacksonville does not need to have a curfew for the
second night in a row. “With the help of law-abiding citizens and the hard
work of law enforcement, Sheriff Williams and I have decided to rescind the
curfew tonight,” Curry said in an announcement posted on Twitter. “We have
the capacity should the need arise, but we very much appreciate the
cooperation of the people of our city.” Curry and Williams agreed Sunday to
have an overnight curfew that started at 8 p.m. Sunday and ended at 6 a.m.


“Duval protester aid fund tops $50K” via Steve Patterson of The Florida
Times-Union — A fundraising campaign to help people arrested during
weekend protests in downtown Jacksonville had raised more than $50,000. The
GoFundMe page was set up Saturday night for the Jacksonville Community
Action Committee “to provide community support for those who’ve had their
civil liberties deprived by local law enforcement.” The committee was
involved in organizing people who gathered Saturday to protest abuse of force
by members of law enforcement, including the killing of Floyd  last month in
Minnesota. It originally aimed to raise $40,000 in aid.


“Miami chief, Mayor deride arrested protesters as ‘outsiders.’ But
30 of 57 are from county” via Monique O. Madan, Joey Flechas and David
Smiley of the Miami Herald — The morning after peaceful protests morphed
into violent demonstrations in downtown Miami, local officials told the public
that most of the “agitators” were “outsiders.” “Of the 57 people that were
arrested, 13 of those 57 live in the City of Miami. OK? So, we have Minnesota,
New York. Georgia. People from outside of the county ... [who] were
arrested,” said Miami Police Chief Jorge Colina. Juan Diasgranados, a
spokesman for the corrections department, said only seven of the 57 people
arrested are known to have addresses from out of state.


“Protesters march with police in Kissimmee, rally outside Orlando
PD headquarters” via David Harris, Katie Rice, Steven Lemongello and
Monivette Cordeiro of the Orlando Sentinel — Hundreds of people marched
through downtown Kissimmee alongside local police this evening, in a show
of solidarity against brutality and in support of justice for Floyd , the
Minneapolis man whose death at the hands of officers has sparked nationwide
unrest. The march, organized by the Kissimmee and St. Cloud police
departments, began at the Kissimmee Civic Center and wove through
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downtown to KPD headquarters. It has been peaceful, though some area
businesses braced for the worst, boarding up windows.


Peaceful protests have continued throughout Central Florida. Image via WFTV.


“Much of South Florida is under curfew for a week” via Lisa J.
Huriash, Karina Elwood and Angie DiMichele of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — Much of South Florida will be on lockdown at night this week to
stem civil protests that have grown violent, potentially endangering the public.
A seven-day curfew began Sunday in Broward County, mandating that
residents stay indoors from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. and that businesses close up shop.
Broward County Administrator Bertha Henry imposed the curfew in
response to “growing civil unrest.” Fort Lauderdale issued a 72-hour curfew on
Sunday and threatened to arrest violators. In Miami-Dade, a seven-day curfew
was put into effect Saturday night, but it was extended Sunday until further
notice.


“Prosecutor fired over Facebook post calling demonstrators
‘animals’” via Rafael Olmeda of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — A
Broward prosecutor who likened protesters to zoo animals in a Facebook post
was fired. Amy Bloom, an eight-year veteran of the Broward State Attorney’s
Office, referred to protesters as “animals at the zoo” and called their acts
shameful. Bloom quickly deleted the post, but not before someone captured an
image of it and began sharing it with other Broward lawyers. “When will
people learn that their criminal acts and obnoxious protesting actually gets you
nowhere?" she wrote. "Act civilized and maybe things will change. I’ve never
seen such animals except at the zoo.” She added that her criticisms apply to
everyone regardless of race.


“Some county commissioners support curfew, but PBSO does
not” via Hannah Morse of The Palm Beach Post — A Palm Beach County
commissioner proposed a countywide curfew after reports of vandalism
followed a peaceful protest that called for justice in Floyd’s death. Yet Palm
Beach County Sheriff Ric Bradshaw won’t support a countywide curfew,
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said PBSO spokeswoman Teri Barbera, because he does not think it’s
necessary. Instead, more law-enforcement officers will be out on patrol to
dissuade potential vandals, Barbera noted.


“West Palm mayor, police chief details protest response; some
fault tactics” via Olivia Hitchcock of The Palm Beach Post — Of the
estimated 3,000 people who protested peacefully Sunday afternoon in West
Palm Beach, fewer than 100 “agitators” were to blame for the violence that
unfolded that night downtown, city police said during a news conference.
Police authorities explained three incidents in which they used force in the
form of pepper spray, smoke and rubber bullets on crowds they claim already
had turned violent. In one case someone jumped on a car stopped in traffic, and
in another, people threw rocks and bottles at officers and bystanders, they said.
Authorities arrested five people, one of whom is a juvenile, on charges ranging
from resisting arrest to inciting a riot and aggravated assault. All four of the
adults remained jailed in lieu of more than $100,000 bail.


“Cop who shoved kneeling protester is relieved of duty and will
face investigation” via Mario Ariza of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — A
Fort Lauderdale police officer seen on video shoving a kneeling protester
during Sunday’s demonstrations against police violence has been relieved of
duty pending a criminal investigation. And an administrative review will
determine if he gets to keep his job. The confrontation between the kneeling
demonstrator and Officer Steven Pohorence came at the tail end of what
had been a peaceful protest, escalating an already tense situation. In social
video, Pohorence can be seen walking into the crowd, ordering protesters to
disperse. But Pohorence walks too far and becomes encircled. As he turns to
walk away, a kneeling woman wearing a white T-shirt and a face covering
blocks his path. Pohorence shoves her out of the way, pushing her to the
ground.


“Mayor says West Palm police did not start confrontation with
protesters” via Olivia Hitchcock of The Palm Beach Post — Allegations that
West Palm Beach police started a violent confrontation with protesters Sunday
night “are 100 percent, unequivocally false,″ Mayor Keith James said. At
about 8:15 p.m. Sunday, James said, Police Chief Frank Adderley called to
say officers were “under attack due to a rock-throwing crowd,” leading James
to impose a 9 p.m. curfew. Adderley said protests in the city were “peaceful”
from 11 a.m. until about 7:30 p.m. Sunday. The city even went as far as to
block traffic to allow protests to happen.


“Tampa extends overnight curfew” via Brendan Ward of the Tampa Bay
Business Journal — The city of Tampa has decided to extend its curfew
through Monday night, Mayor Jane Castor announced. The curfew which
was initially enacted Sunday following protests Saturday that lead to
businesses being looted in the University Mall area. A Champ's Sports and the
Saigon Bay restaurant were also destroyed during the protests. St. Petersburg
saw two nights of protests as well, though, they stayed mostly peaceful.
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“Hundreds demonstrate across Tampa Bay over Floyd killing” via
Josh Fiallo, Josh Solomon and Divya Kumar of the Tampa Bay Times — They
were following other protests from across the country, some of which have
turned violent. But the demonstrations in Tampa Bay so far have been largely
peaceful, though punctuated by tense and angry moments. In downtown
Tampa, demonstrators chanted obscenities toward the police. In Temple
Terrace, they shut down a major roadway and threw water bottles at a police
officer’s car. Most of the protests wound down after several hours. But this
evening, hundreds of people from the Temple Terrace protest were still
gathered near the District 2 Tampa Police Station, close to Busch Gardens.
Protesters were throwing loud fireworks at the ground and bottles of liquid at
officers. Police officers holding riot shields had arrived.


“Protesters worry that Tampa looting, police clashes will
overshadow message” via Jack Evans of the Tampa Bay Times — Those
who had gathered in Tampa’s streets and parks Saturday and Sunday, to protest
the police killings of Floyd and Breonna Taylor and others as well as the
general condition of policing and race in America, were also grappling with
their complicated feelings about how the weekend had gone. They’d raised
voices with messages that black lives matter, that police brutality must end,
that American law enforcement systems are poisoned to the bone with racism.
And they had also seen explosive moments of conflict that they worried would
overshadow those messages or would brutally prove their point. “They’re not
about the protest," Teddy Holloman said of the looters. "They have nothing
to do with this.”


“Pensacola Mayor Grover Robinson praises peaceful Floyd
protests at Graffiti Bridge” via Jim Little of the Pensacola News Journal
— Demonstrations in Pensacola remained peaceful, drawing hundreds of
people over multiple days. Robinson praised the protesters during his weekly
virtual press conference, saying he was proud of community members for
voicing their anger over the death of Floyd  without turning to violence.
Demonstrations in Pensacola were centered at the 17th Avenue railroad trestle,
better known at the Graffiti Bridge, where Pensacola artist Brandon Vessels
painted a portrait of Floyd that became a memorial to those who have been
killed by police.
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Pensacola’s Graffiti Bridge was the scene of another peaceful protest. Image via
the Pensacola News Journal.


“Supporters bring water, food to Graffiti Bridge activists via Annie
Blanks of the Pensacola News Journal — Activists baked under the sun as they
sat and stood quietly around the Graffiti Bridge, signs and fists raised in the
air. Nearly every other car that drove under the bridge honked, with some
drivers rolling down their windows and sticking their fists in the air in
solidarity. Some drivers stopped, got out and joined the peaceful protest. Some
parked and delivered coolers full of water, energy drinks, food and ice cream
to the protesters. It marked the fourth straight day of peaceful protests in
Pensacola in response to the death of Floyd .


“Tallahassee law enforcement leaders, protesters talk
'concessions' during negotiations” via Karl Etters of the Tallahassee
Democrat — After protesters took to the streets of Tallahassee over the
weekend, several organizers met with the city’s top law enforcement officials.
Tesia Lisbon, a graduate student at Florida State University, demanded the
public release of body camera video of the shooting of Tony McDade last
week by Tallahassee Police officers. Police say McDade was armed with a gun
following a fatal stabbing. Activists at the meeting also asked that Zackri
Jones, the officer who shot Mychael Johnson in March, be arrested.
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“In three months of coronavirus crisis, Florida cases rise to 56,830
with 2,460 deaths” via Michelle Marchante of the Miami Herald —
Florida’s Department of Health confirmed 667 additional cases of
COVID-19, bringing the total of known cases to 56,830 as the state
enters the fourth month of the COVID-19 pandemic. One of the newly
confirmed cases in the latest report is in the Florida Keys, which has
just reopened to tourists. There were also nine new deaths announced
across the state, raising the statewide toll to 2,460.


Corona Florida
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A drive-thru testing facility at Tamiami Park in Miami. Image via David
Santiago/Miami Herald.


“Florida’s antibody tests suggest little disease spread, with 4.4%
testing positive” via Marc Freeman of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel
— The first statewide results of COVID-19 antibody tests were released
Friday and they appear to provide hope that the disease is not more
widespread in Florida than previously known. The state Health
Department report showed 123,552 people have had these blood
draws, also known as a serology testing, and 5,474, or 4.4%, were
positive. These are not diagnostic tests or the familiar nasal swabs that
show if you are currently infected. This antibody screening, which
began more than a month ago, is supposed to tell whether a person
has had COVID-19 or was exposed to the virus long enough to develop
some measure of an immune response.


“Even as Floridians begin getting out, GPS data reveals we’re still
staying close to home” via David Fleshler and Alonso Alcocer of the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The virus that shut down much of the
world has achieved an almost impossible task: Reducing Florida traffic.
The evidence comes from GPS data that shows the total number of
miles people travel. It reveals that people in South Florida are driving
more than they did at the low point in early April but most are still
staying close to home. After traffic hit bottom in April, it increased
slightly, with a peak a few days before Memorial Day. But the slight
increase suggests that even as people ventured out again after the
state began reopening on May 4, they aren’t going far.


“Florida shows the right way to lock down for coronavirus — and
loosen up” via Michael Hendrix of the New York Post — For a moment
in April, the Internet tried to cancel Florida. The media spun scenes of
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ignorant spring breakers endangering themselves and others. Here was
Florida’s Governor, DeSantis, joining neighboring state Georgia’s
“experiment in human sacrifice,” as a writer put it, by letting locals lift
restrictions on their own. Nearly a month later, Jacksonville’s Duval
County reports new COVID-19 hospitalizations in the single digits.
Rates of hospitalizations, cases and deaths remain steady across
Florida. Florida’s approach, a decentralized health response with
targeted lockdowns and quarantines reinforced by voluntary social
distancing, appears to have worked.


“Three more inmates die of COVID-19” via the News Service of
Florida — As of Monday, 15 state prisoners had died after contracting
the virus. The Florida Department of Health earlier reported that seven
inmates died at the Blackwater River Correctional Facility. Three
inmates died at Sumter Correctional Institution, while one died at Dade
Correctional Institution and one at Union Correctional Institution. The
number of prisoners who had tested positive for COVID-19 climbed to
1,529 as of Monday morning. The inmate cases are concentrated in 11
prisons in various parts of the state, including Homestead Correctional
Institution, Hamilton Correctional Institution, Liberty Correctional
Institution and South Bay Correctional Facility. Everglades Correctional
Institution, a Miami prison with 30 inmate cases, was the latest prison to
report an outbreak.


“COVID-19 arrival slashes tourism numbers” via Jim Turner of News
Service of Florida — Tourism in Florida fell 10.7% in the first quarter of
2020 from the same period a year earlier, and the estimate may be
optimistic. The final month of the quarter, March, was impacted heavily
by the COVID-19 pandemic, which essentially shut down the hospitality
industry statewide. A report posted online by VISIT FLORIDA, the
state’s tourism marketing arm, said “data previously used to estimate
Florida visitation may not paint the full picture during COVID-19.” The
report estimates that 31.95 million people visited the state during the
first three months of the year. That compares to 35.79 million visitors
during the first quarter of 2019.
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“As Florida reopens, how are we doing? These are the numbers to
watch.” via Aric Chokey of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — It’s been
more than three weeks since Florida began the first phase of
reopening, a critical point at which experts say we should begin to see
how reopening is affecting the number of new coronavirus infections
and deaths. Both have been trending down statewide, but the story is
different in some counties where the curves are nudging upward again.
Data as of May 31 shows Florida reported 56,163 known cases of the
coronavirus, which is an increase of 739 from the day before. The state
reported 4 more resident deaths since the previous day, putting the
known death toll at 2,534 for residents and nonresidents.


“As Florida reopens, the deaths quietly keep piling up in nursing
homes” via Carol Marbin Miller and Ben Wieder of the Miami Herald —
Over the most recent week, elders living in long-term care facilities
accounted for seven in 10 Florida deaths resulting from the coronavirus,
as the pandemic increasingly became a scourge of the old and frail.


Florida reopening
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Though the cumulative overall number of deaths attributed to COVID-
19, the illness caused by exposure to the coronavirus, doubled in May,
coronavirus deaths at nursing homes and assisted living facilities
tripled. As of Monday, 1,236 people at long-term care facilities had died
from COVID-19.


Assisted living facilities continue to rack up COVID-19 fatalities. Image via the AP.


“These jobs could blossom in South Florida after the coronavirus
pandemic” via Susannah Bryan of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
There’s no doubt that the coronavirus pandemic has battered some
South Florida businesses to the core. But there is a reason for
optimism. Some occupations could see a surge of hiring once the crisis
passes, providing opportunities for the tens of thousands of people
thrown out of work. White-collar professionals who can work from home
will be in demand. More health care workers, particularly home health
aides and telemedicine, will be needed to serve South Florida’s large
elderly population. Higher demand also is likely for physician assistants,
nurse practitioners and doctors. App developers and marketers, some
working from home, will be in demand to develop strategies for
services. Personal trainers, nail techs, hairstylists, and makeup artists
might make home visits.


“Keys reopen to visitors as Miami-area beaches closed” via Scott
Powers of Florida Politics — The Florida Keys reopened for visitors
after the tourist-dependent island chain was closed for more than two
months to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. As the Keys took
down barriers, Miami-Dade County decided to keep its beaches closed
because of protests in South Florida and across the country.
Roadblocks were taken down shortly after midnight near Key Largo, the
northernmost island in the chain. Yet the carefree, party atmosphere
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that surrounds the Keys and was popularized by singer Jimmy Buffet
in songs like “Margaritaville” may not return for some time.


“The shutdown hit the Florida Keys hard. What will it take to get
back to business?” via Gwen Filosa and David Goodhue of the Miami
Herald — Tourism is the lifeblood of the Florida Keys. It pumps up jobs
and tax dollars. Supports fishing, hotels, restaurants. With more than
five million people who visit Monroe County in a normal year, the island
chain typically has the lowest unemployment rate in the state. But with
tourists banned from entering the Keys since late March because of the
novel coronavirus pandemic, Monroe County’s unemployment rate shot
up to the second-highest in Florida, a whopping 17.5 percent. This time
last year, the Keys’ unemployment rate was below 2 percent.


“Hotels in Miami-Dade are reopening. There are rules that come
with your stay.” via Michelle Marchante and April Rubin of the Miami
Herald — Monday was the first day Miami-Dade hotels and motels
reopen to vacationers and staycationers. After a two-months shutdown,
the Miami lodging industry has been preparing for this next stage, but
with caution. The county mandates hotels to accommodate for social
distancing and increased cleaning. All guests must wear a mask or
facial covering over mouth and nose during their stay, except inside
their hotel room. Employees are also required to wear a mask at all
times. Checking in or checking out of a hotel or motel might take longer
than usual. Only service animals are allowed to stay inside a hotel
room, even if the hotel is pet-friendly.


“‘A lot of confusion.’ Sunbathers flock to Broward beaches on first
open weekend” via Maya Lora of the Miami Herald — No chairs, no
coolers, no umbrellas: That was the official mantra of lifeguards and
police officers at Fort Lauderdale Beach. Although there are other rules
in place for residents who wish to venture out to the beach after two
months of lockdown, few, if any, seem to be getting enforced. Some of
the confusion may stem from new rules. When Broward beaches
originally reopened, residents were instructed to keep on the move and
were not allowed to sit or sunbathe.


“County libraries reopen, but coronavirus has changed
experience” via Hannah Morse of The Palm Beach Post — Palm
Beach County libraries reopened, but the coronavirus pandemic will
make a patron’s experience different. The hours have temporarily
changed from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday. The library
system is asking cardholders to limit their visit to one hour and to
practice social distancing. Wearing face coverings will be required for
the library staff, but just recommended for patrons. Each library’s
capacity will be reduced to 50 percent, and seating is limited. Plexiglass
barriers at the librarian counters have been installed to promote social
distancing. Patrons won’t be able to use computers, request study
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rooms, or read newspapers or magazines.


“The party has started: Tampa Bay bars are open, just not all of
them” via Christopher Spata of the Tampa Bay Times — As the
COVID-19 pandemic continues, many are not comfortable returning to
bars or restaurants just yet. But some people are. Enough that, if you
squinted a little bit, Tampa Bay’s night life looked almost normal in
some places on Memorial Day. Regardless of safety, the party vibes
create a strange juxtaposition with the more sobering signs the
coronavirus is still with us. Meanwhile, the owners of bars that do not
serve food are watching their competitors do business, wondering why
they can’t also reopen with the same precautions and limited capacity.


“Getting back to school: Students will wear masks, but what do
you do about buses?” via Scott Travis of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — Facing the threat of the coronavirus, South Florida’s schools
could look dramatically different when they reopen this fall, serving both
mask-wearing students on campus and virtual learners in their homes.
Students and staff may have their temperatures checked. Desks would
be at least 6 feet apart. One option being considered is having some
students come only part-time, either half a day or on alternate days,
and working at home the other days. Local districts say they plan to
upgrade cleaning efforts. School districts are surveying parents to see
what options they are looking for in the fall.


Assignment editors — The Florida Education Association President
Fedrick Ingram, Vice President Andrew Spar, Secretary-Treasurer
Carole Gauronskas, and representative members of the Committee on
Reopening Our Neighborhood Schools will release final
recommendation for reopening PreK-12 public school campuses in a
virtual Zoom news conference, 1 p.m. Eastern time. To register, visit
floridaea.zoom.us/webinar/register.


Smart — “USF classes will return to campus in August, go back
online after Thanksgiving break” via Divya Kumar and Megan
Reeves of the Tampa Bay Times — The University of South Florida will
start fall classes in-person, then move them online again after students
and faculty travel for Thanksgiving break, to prevent the spread of
COVID-19. Classes will start in-person on Aug. 24 and continue
through Nov. 25. Instruction will resume online for the week of Nov. 30,
and final exams will be online-only Dec. 5 through Dec. 10, when the
semester ends.


“7 things we’ll see at Hard Rock Hollywood casino reopening” via
Ben Crandell of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Mandatory masks,
full-body thermal scanners, Plexiglas barriers and unplugged slot
machines will be the new reality at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Hollywood on reopening night. Guests will also see cards and chips be
disinfected using a “creative” process. Restaurants in the casino will
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have a gradual reopening with social-distancing requirements. Hard
Rock hotels will reopen at 25% capacity. The Tampa Hard Rock’s
program of social distancing and sanitation guidelines is called Safe
and Sound, and includes a team of more than 100 actively disinfecting
surfaces, with special emphasis on high-touch areas.


Closed since March, the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino is set to reopen —
with some significant changes. Image via AP.


“Festivals could be on chopping block as local governments deal
with coronavirus effects” via Kristina Webb of The Palm Beach Post
— Royal Palm Beach Village Manager Ray Liggins expects to present
a budget for the coming year that does not include some of the village’s
signature events, including Rocktoberfest, Winterfest and the seafood
festival, he told the Village Council at its May 21 meeting. In Wellington,
no event is on the chopping block, but residents would see changes if
those events are held, Assistant Village Manager Jim Barnes said.
“Our life is going to be different the next 12 to 18 months,” Liggins said.
This year’s Fourth of July event in Royal Palm Beach is not part of the
budget, he said. Wellington’s is uncertain.
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“South Florida counts nearly 600 coronavirus deaths at long-term-
care facilities” via Marc Freeman of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
The new coronavirus is linked to 569 deaths among residents of
nursing homes and assisted-living facilities in South Florida, according
to state data as of Friday. That’s 76 more than the previous week.
Statewide, there have been 1,189 residents of long-term care facilities
whose deaths are counted as COVID-19 fatalities. This is an overall
increase of 157 deaths in the past seven days. That means there was a
15.2% increase in deaths for the week. Data shows 257 of Florida’s
long-term care facilities have reported at least one death so far; 21
more facilities have had deaths since a week ago.


“These cleaners mopped up crime scenes. Now they’re killing the
coronavirus.” via Andrew Boryga of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
Many things stand out about how specialists do extensive cleaning at
restaurants, hotels and hospitals across South Florida. Some even
resemble Ghostbusters as they lug cleaning backpacks to spray every


Corona local
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surface. Fort Lauderdale-based Scene Kleen is one of many who have
used their experience cleaning blood, mold or bathrooms to bill
themselves as coronavirus fighters who can disinfect hospitals, hotels,
schools and restaurants. When it comes to coronavirus disinfection,
companies have largely made up their own rules for what amount of
personal protective equipment to wear.


Several cleaning companies have shifted from crime scenes to coronavirus
cleanup. Image via South Florida Sun-Sentinel.


“Palm Beach County coronavirus cases inch up with openings” via
Jane Musgrave of The Palm Beach Post — Two weeks after stores,
restaurants, gyms and other businesses throughout Florida were
allowed to reopen with restrictions, the deadly coronavirus continues its
slow and steady march. There are now 6,135 people diagnosed with
the highly contagious disease in Palm Beach County, an increase of
139 since Sunday, according to a daily report from the Florida
Department of Health. Statewide, there are 56,830 confirmed cases, an
increase of 667 overnight. The trend is similar statewide. Over the last
two weeks, an average of 749 new cases were added to the state’s tally
each day. Since life-paralyzing restrictions were eased, the state was
reporting an average of 679 new cases each day.


“Amid food shortages, South Florida restaurants raise prices, cut
menu items” via Phillip Valys of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel —
Hoping to rebound from a two-month lockdown, South Florida
restaurants at half-capacity and barely surviving on sluggish takeout
sales are now grappling with food costs creeping higher. Now
restaurants are wrestling with the choice to pass these increases to
patrons, stop serving certain dishes altogether, or do nothing. Experts
say these price surges at restaurants should be temporary, dovetailing
with recent spikes in supermarket prices. Shortages cascaded down the
country’s food supply-chain to South Florida’s wholesalers and
supermarkets. But some South Florida restaurants won’t gamble on
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losing potential revenue.


“Broward College moves toward dropping athletics amid
pandemic, but coaches plan to fight” via David Wilson of the Miami
Herald — Broward College is moving toward dropping athletics and a
final decision could come next month. Baseball coach Gregg Bennis
said he and a handful of other coaches plan to fight the college’s
decision leading up to a scheduled vote by the Board of Trustees in
June, but he is operating as if the program will be no more, contacting
coaches at other schools to find homes for his players. The Seahawks
compete in eight sports and all eight teams will cease to exist at the
start of the next school year, assuming the Board of Trustees votes to
approve the decision next month.


  


“5 cops at one Florida department exposed to person with
coronavirus, possibly a protester” via Tiffini Theisen of the Orlando
Sentinel — Five Tampa police officers have been exposed to a person


More local
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with coronavirus, possibly a protester. Demonstrations demanding
justice for the death of Floyd, killed in police custody last week in
Minneapolis, have been especially large and destructive in Tampa.
Tampa Police Chief Brian Dugan said, "My concern ... is that they’re in
the face of our officers. It’s difficult for our officers to wear masks when
they’re out there in the heat and sweating. It’s problematic. It’ll be
interesting to see how many people get exposed — especially for our
first responders.” The officers’ exposure happened Sunday.


“When will Pinellas reopen schools? The virus will decide.” via
Megan Reeves of the Tampa Bay Times — Countless considerations
come with reopening schools in a pandemic. Looking toward August,
local school officials say they’re developing plans that strike the balance
of offering effective in-person schooling while keeping students and
staff safe from the coronavirus. An outbreak in schools would send
ripples of infection through the community. As doctors walked through
schools, they hit different issues. Just one example: foreign language
labs where kids share headsets. If campuses reopen, the district will
likely ask students to bring their own. Officials also are considering
moving as many textbooks as possible online so lockers won’t be
needed.


“Another corrections department worker in Tallahassee tests
positive for coronavirus” via Casey Chapter of the Tallahassee
Democrat — A Florida Department of Corrections employee who works
in Tallahassee has tested positive for the coronavirus. The state prisons
agency said it was informed of the employee's status on May 19. This is
at least the second employee to test positive who works in the
department's headquarters in downtown's Carlton Building on South
Calhoun Street. The prison's agency informed staff members who may
have had close contact with the person.


“Arrests starting to increase as Collier County reopens and tries to
get back to normal” via Devan Patel of the Naples Daily News — After
a massive drop in arrests during the pandemic, the number of bookings
is increasing as Collier County reopens and inches toward a semblance
of normalcy. The drop in bookings, at one point down by more than two-
thirds, was attributable to two factors: criminals committing fewer crimes
and law enforcement officers issuing more "notice to appear" citations
in lieu of arrests. But since businesses began to reopen, the number of
daily arrests has increased by 79% versus the average daily numbers
during DeSantis' safer-at-home order.


“Delray Beach Fire Rescue offering at-home coronavirus testing
for certain residents” via Brett Shweky of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — Delray Beach Fire Rescue and the Delray Beach Medical
Center recently partnered to ensure local residents that haven’t been
able to reach a coronavirus testing site receive the screening they
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need. Homebound seniors and others who want testing but are unable
to get to a testing site are eligible to receive the at-home testing from
the Delray Beach firefighters and paramedics. In total, 150 test kits
were purchased from the Delray Beach Medical Center with about
$9,000 donated by members of the community and the Delray Beach
Firefighters Benevolent Fund.


Randy Fine hosting hand sanitizer giveaway — Rep. Fine’s office
will distribute 1,100 gallons of free hand and surface sanitizers in
partnership with Brevard-based company Environmental Manufacturing
Solutions. Rules for constituents wishing to get up to one gallon each of
hand sanitizer and surface sanitizer: The product can be filled into any
type of plastic container. New containers must be clean and free of
debris and must contain a lid/cap. Used containers must be triple rinsed
with tap water, must be clean and free of debris and must contain a
lid/cap. The resident must be wearing a mask when they pull up and
open their car window to hand over the container. The event begins at
10 a.m., at 2539 Palm Bay Road NE.


Randy Fine dropped a huge bombshell late in Session.


Randy Fine’s office is offering constituents thousands of dollars’ worth of hand
and surface sanitizer.


“Another corrections department worker in Tallahassee tests
positive for coronavirus” via Casey Chapter of the Tallahassee
Democrat — A Florida Department of Corrections employee who works
in Tallahassee has tested positive for the coronavirus. The state prisons
agency said it was informed of the employee's status on May 19. This is
at least the second employee to test positive who works in the
department's headquarters in downtown's Carlton Building on South
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Calhoun Street. The prison's agency informed staff members who may
have had close contact with the person.


  


“Despite widespread economic toll, most Americans still favor
controlling outbreak over restarting economy, Post-ABC poll
finds” via Scott Clement and Dan Balz of The Washington Post —
Despite the shared disruption of their daily lives since stay-at-home
orders began, partisans differ sharply on how the country should move
forward. In the starkest split, 57 percent of Americans overall and 81
percent of Democrats say trying to control the spread of the coronavirus
is most important right now, even if it hurts the economy. A far smaller
27 percent of Republicans agree, while 66 percent of them say
restarting the economy is more important, even if it hurts efforts to
control the virus.


Corona nation
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Americans are more concerned about controlling coronavirus then restarting the
economy, according to a new survey. Image via AP.


“Anthony Fauci on COVID-19 reopenings, vaccines, and moving at
‘warp speed’” via Helen Branswell of Stat News — Fauci, the director
of the National Institute for Allergy and Infectious Diseases, has seen
the photos of bars packed with mask-less patrons. He was not
impressed. That said, these days, Fauci sees reason for cautious
optimism about Moderna’s vaccine, and others. The idea of having a
vaccine by the end of the year is “aspirational, but it’s certainly doable,”
he told STAT in a wide-ranging interview. One of the most visible faces
of the U.S. response to the coronavirus pandemic, the Fauci also
acknowledged the world will have limited data on the new vaccines
when they are deployed and may have to balance the need to save
lives with the possibility of some adverse events.


“U.S. and Chinese scientists trace evolution of coronaviruses in
bats” via James Gorman of The New York Times — An international
team of scientists, including a prominent researcher at the Wuhan
Institute of Virology, has analyzed all known coronaviruses in Chinese
bats and used genetic analysis to trace the likely origin of the novel
coronavirus to horseshoe bats. In the report, they also point to the great
variety of these viruses in southern and southwestern China and urge
closer monitoring of bat viruses in the area and greater efforts to
change human behavior as ways of decreasing the chances of future
pandemics. The genetic evidence that the virus originated in bats was
already overwhelming.


“Latino homes report serious COVID-19 symptoms nearly twice as
often, survey of 1.6 million shows” via Kenny Jacoby and Marco
della Cava of the USA Today — Nearly two-thirds of Wake Forest’s
Hispanic homes surveyed reported suffering the combination of
symptoms most closely tied to the coronavirus, compared to less than
1% of everyone else. Across the nation, Hispanic households said yes
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to symptoms of COVID-19 nearly a third more often than others. When
the list of symptoms is narrowed to what the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention recently identified as the most serious pairs of
ailments the differences were far starker: Hispanics experienced them
almost twice as often.


“Gilead says drug helped moderately ill coronavirus patients” via
Marilynn Marchione of The Associated Press — A California biotech
company says its experimental drug remdesivir improved symptoms
when given for five days to moderately ill, hospitalized patients with
COVID-19. Gilead Sciences gave few details but said full results would
soon be published in a medical journal. Remdesivir is the only
treatment that’s been shown in a rigorous experiment to help fight the
coronavirus. A large study found it could shorten average recovery time
from 15 days to 11 days in hospitalized patients with severe disease.
The drug is given through an IV and is designed to interfere with an
enzyme the virus uses to copy its genetic material.


Gilead Sciences is having some success with moderately ill patients of
COVID-19. Image via Reuters.


“Eli Lilly begins testing COVID-19 drug derived from blood of
survivor” Peter Loftus of The Wall Street Journal — Eli Lilly & Co. said
it began the first study of an experimental drug derived from a blood
sample of an early U.S. survivor of COVID-19, a new effort to take
advantage of the molecular defenses developed by recovered patients.
The company said the testing aims to assess the drug’s potential to
treat patients hospitalized with the coronavirus. The drugmaker also
plans eventually to test whether the antibody-based drug could prevent
disease in people at risk of infection, an approach that could serve as a
bridge toward curbing the pandemic until a successful vaccine is
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developed.


“Michigan’s Governor lifts a stay-at-home order as other states
take steps to reopen.” via The New York Times — Michigan’s
Governor lifted a stay-at-home order for the state’s 10 million residents,
as several other U.S. states announced steps to reopen businesses
and public spaces. Effective immediately, the Governor said, groups of
100 people or less will be allowed to gather outdoors while social
distancing. Restaurants will also be able to open starting Monday,
though tables will be required to be six feet apart. As the virus persists
on a stubborn but uneven path, with meaningful progress in some cities
and alarming new outbreaks in others.


  


“U.S. stocks are outpacing the rest of the world” via Karen Langley
of The Wall Street Journal — U.S. stocks have staged a furious
rebound since late March, leaving global markets behind. Optimism
about state and business reopenings and the potential development of
a coronavirus vaccine has lifted the S&P 500 36% from its March low,
cutting its losses for the year to 5.8%. The index rallied 3% last week to
cap its best two-month stretch since 2009. Investors point to a booming
technology sector and an unprecedented amount of stimulus from the
Federal Reserve as reasons for the outperformance. Investors this
week will parse the May jobs report for further clues about the state of
the labor market.


The recent U.S. stock rally has been largely driven by big tech firms, for example,
Apple has advanced 8.3%. Image via Getty.


“A new projection finds the virus costing the U.S. economy $7.9


Corona economics
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trillion. Poor countries face a debt crisis.” via The New York Times
— The Congressional Budget Office projected that the pandemic would
inflict a devastating long-term blow to the United States economy,
costing $7.9 trillion over the next decade, or a 3 percent loss in “real”
gross domestic product. Without adjusting for inflation the pandemic
would cost $16 trillion over the next 10 years. Much of the diminished
output was projected to be a result of weaker inflation, as prices for
energy and transportation are expected to increase more slowly than
they otherwise would have as Americans pull back on travel.


“Policymakers aim to ensure underserved communities have
access to PPP loans” via Amara Omeokwe of The Wall Street Journal
— When the Small Business Administration released the application
form for the forgivable loan program, there was no instruction for
lenders to collect optional demographic information. The agency’s
inspector general in a recent report noted that omission and said “it is
unlikely that SBA will be able to determine the loan volume” to
borrowers in underserved and rural markets. There are some signs the
$670 billion program is flowing to firms with fewer employees. The
program’s average loan size has dropped from $206,000 in mid-April to
roughly $115,000 in late May.


“Why politics keeps tanking a bailout idea that works” via Michael
Grunwald of POLITICO — When President Barack Obama took office
during the throes of the Great Recession, tax revenues were collapsing
and state budgets were hemorrhaging. So, the President proposed an
unprecedented $200 billion in direct aid to states. Ultimately, the
Democratic Congress approved $140 billion in state aid — only two-
thirds of Obama’s original ask. And it worked. Now that Congress is
once again debating stimulus for a crushed economy a partisan war is
breaking out over state aid. Governors of both parties are now pivoting
to austerity, which means more public employees applying for
unemployment benefits, fewer state and local services in a time of
need, and fewer dollars circulating in the economy.


“Fed should resist market pressure to do more” via Mohamed A. El-
Erain of Bloomberg — After notable disruptions, U.S. financial markets
are liquid and functioning well because of the Fed’s emergency policy
interventions. Government interest rates have been rather rangebound
in recent weeks with the 10-year yield ending May broadly unchanged
from a month ago. Most companies with capital market access have
had no problems issuing bonds. While the economy is challenged in
multiple ways, it’s hard to argue that this is due to financial conditions
that the Fed influences. The Fed could well be tempted to do more
anyway on the view that it is essentially a free option.


“Confusion reigns as time runs out on Florida’s COVID-19
moratorium on evictions” via Rene Rodriguez of the Miami Herald —
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As the hours tick down on DeSantis’ statewide moratorium on evictions
and foreclosures, confusion reigns about what will happen when the
ban ends as 12:01 a.m. June 2. For now, however, police in Miami-
Dade and Broward won’t be forcing residents from their homes.
DeSantis said he had not yet decided whether to extend the eviction
moratorium. Public records show that more than 700 residential and
commercial evictions have been electronically filed in Miami-Dade since
March 12, when Mayor Carlos Giménez declared a countywide state of
emergency due to the COVID-19 virus. Those filings are sitting inside a
legal queue that will be opened when the ban ends.


“Florida’s unemployed must now wait in ‘virtual room’ before
logging in, frustrating many” via Lawrence Mower of the Tampa Bay
Times — Unemployed Floridians are now required to “wait in line” to
use the state’s unemployment website, further aggravating people who
were already fed up with the system. Rather than allowing people to
automatically log in to the state site, called CONNECT, users now have
to enter a virtual “waiting room" with wait times longer than an hour.
Users’ progress is indicated by a stick figure walking across the screen.
The new process prompted out-of-work Floridians to email reporters
and take to Twitter in exasperation. CONNECT is routinely taken down
on the weekends and at night, and some users said they were kicked
out even after waiting more than an hour to log in.


“They made ends meet before coronavirus. Now they’re the ‘new
poor.’” via Divya Kumar of the Tampa Bay Times — In Hillsborough
County, a family of four needs $74,268 a year to pay for housing, child
care, food, transportation, health care, a smartphone plan and taxes,
according to the United Way’s ALICE report for 2020. That’s more than
the $25,100 that the federal government deems as poverty level for a
family of four. They make up 33 percent of Florida’s households, up
from 22 percent in 2007, according to the report. The poverty rate,
meanwhile, stayed around 13 percent of households in the state.
Nonprofits across the Tampa Bay area are being flooded with people
who have never sought help before.
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“'Very encouraging': Spain reports no coronavirus deaths in 24-
hour period” via The Associated Press — Spain on Monday reported
no official deaths from the new coronavirus in a 24-hour period for the
first time since March. The development is “very, very encouraging,”
emergency health response chief Fernando Simón said. Spain
recorded only 71 new COVID-19 infections over the past 24 hours.
Spain reported its first two deaths on March 3. Another was reported
two days later. Spain’s number of infections and death jumped
exponentially. On April 2, it recorded 950 deaths in 24 hours, the peak
death toll. The official death toll now stands at 27,127, with 240,000
confirmed cases.


Family members eat as they sit on a bench in Barcelona, Spain. Spanish Prime
Minister Pedro Sánchez says he will ask Spain's Parliament for a final two-week
extension of the nation's state of emergency that has allowed the government to


More corona
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take lockdown measures. Image via AP.


“New coronavirus losing potency, top Italian doctor says” via
Reuters — The new coronavirus is losing its potency and has become
much less lethal, a senior Italian doctor said. “In reality, the virus
clinically no longer exists in Italy,” said Alberto Zangrillo, the head of
the San Raffaele Hospital in Milan in the northern region of Lombardy,
which has borne the brunt of Italy’s coronavirus contagion. “The swabs
that were performed over the last 10 days showed a viral load in
quantitative terms that was absolutely infinitesimal compared to the
ones carried out a month or two months ago,” he said. However new
infections and fatalities have fallen steadily in May and the country is
unwinding some of the most rigid lockdown restrictions introduced
anywhere on the continent.


“Get used to doctors on a screen, heightened focus on respiratory
distress” via Wayne Washington of The Palm Beach Post — When it
comes to hospitals and medical care, coronavirus-inspired changes in
American life from masks to temperature checks to telemedicine are
here to stay, experts say. In many instances, patients won’t even see a
doctor or nurse in person. They will get medical advice and guidance on
a screen in an expanding field known as telemedicine. Doctor’s offices
will first want to know if the would-be patient has an infectious condition.
In the future, if the patient could have something like coronavirus, the
doctor’s office likely will suggest a specific time for an appointment, a
time when the incoming patient can be separated from others. The
doctor’s office might provide care via telephone, again to eliminate the
risk of infection spread.


“The Metropolitan Opera cancels its fall season, while ‘Phantom’
plays on in South Korea.” via The New York Times — The
Metropolitan Opera said that the pandemic had forced the company to
cancel its fall season, thrusting the Met into one of the gravest crises in
its 137-year history and leaving many of its artists, who have not been
paid since March, in dire financial straits. The announcement by the
Met, the largest U.S. performing arts organization, is sure to be
watched closely by other presenters who are trying to gauge when it
might be safe to invite audiences back. The Met now hopes to return
with a gala on New Year’s Eve after its longest interruption in more than
a century.
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“Val Demings calls for ban on ‘neck restraints’ by police after
Floyd death” via Jeff Weiner of the Orlando Sentinel — “We should
totally ban police neck restraints," Demings posted on Twitter.
Demings, a Democrat and former Orlando police chief, reiterated her
call to ban the tactic during an appearance on MSNBC. Neck restraint
typically refers to when an officer uses their arm or leg to compress the
neck of a person being taken into custody, without directly pressuring
the person’s airway. The tactic is considered dangerous and is banned
or severely restricted by many agencies.


D.C. matters
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Val Demings is calling for a ban of any neck restraints by police.


“Gaetz takes on Twitter, fellow Republicans in latest podcast” via
Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — The Northwest Florida
Congressman aimed the majority of his volleys at Twitter, accusing the
social media platform of breaking its neutrality as a protected public
forum by adding fact-checks to Trump‘s tweets about mail-in ballots.
Gaetz filed a complaint with the Federal Election Commission over that
unprecedented decision by the Silicon Valley giant. “It’s about time the
Federal Election Commission and the FCC (Federal Communications
Commission) as well took action against these digital platforms that are
trying to engage in election interference and that I think are violating
existing law,” he said. “We do need to clean up the laws we have, but
I’m always a fan of starting with enforcing existing law.”


“Democrats stick with tax-rise policies as they make plans for 2021
majority” via Richard Rubin of The Wall Street Journal — Democratic
lawmakers and policy aides worry little that planned tax increases on
corporations and high-income households would hinder the economic
recovery. If anything, they argue that economic disparities evident
during the pandemic make these tax increases more necessary. Joe
Biden’s tax proposals are modest compared with those of his former
rivals for the Democratic presidential nomination. Unlike Bernie
Sanders and Elizabeth Warren, he hasn’t endorsed imposing annual
wealth taxes. Republicans oppose those tax increases and will
campaign against them, warning that they would slow growth and
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discourage investment. Biden would raise the corporate tax rate to 28%
from 21% and impose additional taxes on foreign profits.


“Justice Department reversal in Michael Flynn case ‘unusual’” via
Eric Tucker of The Associated Press — A federal judge defended his
decision not to quickly approve the Justice Department’s request to
dismiss its own criminal case against Flynn, saying that the
department’s reversal was unusual and he wanted to consider the
request carefully before ruling on it. The brief from U.S. District Judge
Emmet Sullivan offers the most detailed explanation for his refusal to
immediately sign off on the department’s decision to drop its case
against Flynn, who pleaded guilty as part of special counsel Robert
Mueller’s Russia investigation.


  


Assignment editors — Lt. Gov. Jeanette Nuñez will host a call with
the Florida Complete Count Committee for an update on Census
operations, 2 p.m. Call-in number— (888) 585-9008. Conference room
number — 687-254-536


Happening today — The Florida Supreme Court will hear arguments in
four cases, which includes two that could have a considerable impact
on reinstating death sentences. Attorney General Ashley Moody is
seeking restoration of the death sentences of Michael James
Jackson, convicted of killing two people in Duval County in 2005, and
Bessman Okafor, convicted in a 2012 Orange County murder. The
hearings begin at 9 a.m. over videoconference, which will be streamed
on The Florida Channel or at floridasupremecourt.org/Oral-
Arguments.


“On first day of hurricane season, there’s a tropical system to
watch” via Robin Webb of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — It’s
possible that a storm could form Monday, the official start of hurricane
season. Remnants of what was Tropical Storm Amanda in the Pacific
traveled into the Gulf of Mexico, and it has an 80% chance of forming
Monday or Tuesday, the National Hurricane Center said. It would be the
third named storm of 2020 in the Atlantic, and it would be called
Cristobal. As of 8 a.m. Monday, the system was located over Mexico’s
Yucatán Peninsula and is expected to move northwestward into the Bay
of Campeche. A new tropical depression is “likely to form within the
next day or so,” according to NHC.


Statewide
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The remnants of Tropical Storm Amanda is entering the Gulf of Mexico and could
cause some problems.


“Florida rethinks hurricane prep in midst of coronavirus” via
Brendan Farrington of The Associated Press — Florida’s emergency
manager is expressing complete confidence that the state is prepared
for a hurricane during the unprecedented coronavirus pandemic, but
some local directors aren’t sharing the same level of certainty. The
state has massive stockpiles of personal protection equipment reserved
for storms, including 10 million masks, and has new partnerships with
hotels, supermarkets and other vendors that put Florida in a good
place, said Jared Moskowitz, director of the Division of Emergency
Management. “Clearly nobody has pandemic experience out there in
hurricane season,” Moskowitz said. “Everything that we do will be
affected in one way or another — big and or small — by COVID-19.”


“Florida residents more concerned for hurricane season amid
pandemic” via Insurance Journal — As Florida gets ready to officially
start hurricane season, a new survey shows a majority of residents are
more concerned for this year’s potential storms than in previous years,
given the simultaneous continuing issues related to the COVID-19
pandemic. According to the survey of 1,500 Floridians conducted by the
statewide hurricane safety initiative, Get Ready, Florida!, 51% of
respondents said they are more concerned about hurricane season this
year than in previous years because of the pandemic situation versus
45% who said the current situation made no difference. 73% of
respondents are concerned about potential hurricanes, in general, this
year, with 24% of respondents indicating they are very concerned and
48% saying they are somewhat concerned.


“Duke adds to solar energy projects” via the News Service of Florida
— Duke Energy Florida plans to open five solar-power plants in 2021,
according to a regulatory filing at the Florida Public Service
Commission, which indicated the costs of the plants will range from $98
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million to $109 million, with each having a capacity of slightly less than
75 megawatts. Two projects — the Twin Rivers Solar Power Plant in
Hamilton County and the Santa Fe Solar Power Plant in Columbia
County, are under construction and slated to begin operating in early
2021. The other three projects, known as the Duette Solar Power Plant
in Manatee County, the Charlie Creek Solar Power Plant in Hardee
County and the Archer Solar Power Plant in Alachua County, are
expected to begin operating in late 2021.


“Mary Mayhew seeks managed care extension but eyes future
changes” via Christine Sexton of the News Service of Florida — Florida
health care officials formally asked the federal government to extend for
two more years a “waiver” to allow the state to keep intact its Medicaid
program that relies on steering patients into privately run managed-care
plans. The request doesn’t contemplate making any major immediate
revisions to Medicaid, the safety-net health care program for poor
people that relies on a mix of state and federal dollars. But Agency for
Health Care Administration Secretary Mayhew said she is going to
propose changes to the program in the coming years. Mayhew said that
while there has been an “evolution” in the Medicaid program, “there is
so much work that needs to be done” to reward quality and ensure
timely access to services.


“Even without parade, St. Petersburg honors Pride month” via Josh
Solomon of the Tampa Bay Times — There won’t be a parade this year
to commemorate Pride due to concerns about the spread of the
coronavirus. But that didn’t keep city officials from raising the Pride Flag
above City Hall. “While the parade may have been canceled, we are not
canceling Pride,” Mayor Rick Kriseman said before the flag raising,
flanked by City Council members, U.S. Rep. Charlie Crist and a Pride
executive. St. Pete Pride first sought to postpone the event, usually
held in June, until the fall. Last month, they decided to cancel it for this
year altogether.


“‘Fear for his safety': Florida police union seeks to shield name of
officer in McDade shooting” via Jeff Burlew of the Tallahassee
Democrat — The Florida Police Benevolent Association is seeking to
block the city of Tallahassee from releasing the name of the officer who
last week shot and killed a stabbing suspect, NaTosha "Tony"
McDade. Stephen Webster, a Tallahassee attorney for the police
union, filed a motion Monday in Leon Circuit Court seeking an injunction
in the case that ignited large weekend protests in the capital city. The
court documents provide new details in the shooting, from the officer's
perspective. Over recent days, McDade's name has been invoked by
local protesters and human rights groups as another example of police
brutality against black people.


“GEO Group sues Netflix for trademark infringement over use of
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logos in ‘Messiah’ series” via Ron Hurtibise of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — The GEO Group, a Boca Raton-based operator of private
prisons and detention centers, is suing Netflix over the streaming
provider’s depiction of its “misappropriated trademarks and name” in its
original series “Messiah.” The suit says the series “falsely accuses GEO
of detaining immigrants in overcrowded overheated rooms with chain-
link fences and depriving them of beds, bedding, sunshine, recreation
and educational opportunities.” Scenes in the fourth episode of the
series depict GEO Group’s actual logos on shirt sleeves of fictional
detention center workers, on the side of cars, and on a bus.


“Magic Leap founder Rony Abovitz stepping aside as CEO” via
David Lyons of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Abovitz is stepping
aside as chief executive of the financially pressed technology company
after the Plantation-based firm raised millions in new funding. In a
message to staff dated May 28 on the company’s website, Abovitz said
he will remain in his post until a successor is found. The decision came
after the often-secretive company announced the layoffs of 1,000
employees, or half its payroll, but later raised new money from
investors. Magic Leap notified the state of Florida in late April that it
intended to permanently lay off 403 people locally on June 21.


“MIT elects its first-ever black woman student body president.
She’s from Miami” via Howard Cohen of the Miami Herald — Danielle
Geathers, a Miami Country Day grad, was recently named the 2020-
2021 Undergraduate Association President of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology’s student body. Geathers is the first black
woman in the history of MIT to serve in that role. “I am really excited,”
she told The Tech, MIT’s student newspaper. In terms of student
diversity, MIT says that about 6% of its undergraduates are black and
47% percent are women. Geathers is the daughter of Marva Wiley, a
Miami attorney. She will be a junior in the fall.


“Cindy Banyai wants Robert E. Lee statue taken down in Lee
County” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Banyai called on Lee
County leaders to take down a bust of Confederate Gen. Lee. “It is
necessary to craft solutions together to ensure the safety of all
members of our community,” reads a release issued by her campaign.
“The first step is removing the bust of Robert E. Lee from downtown
Fort Myers, as well as all other public effigies of the leader of this
unsuccessful rebellion against the United States of America.” The
county’s long history of honoring Lee has been controversial for more
than 100 years.
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Cindy Banyai is looking to remove Lee County's namesake Confederate statue.


First on #FlaPol — “Florida Chamber announces hires, launches
training institute” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — The Florida
Chamber of Commerce stepped up its political hiring ahead of the 2020
elections. Most notable in the hires, Nick Catroppo was named Vice
President of Political Operations, a new position. Catroppo boasts
campaign experience on several statewide and local contests, working
in the past for Attorney General Moody, state Rep. James Buchanan
and former U.S. Reps. David Jolly and Richard Nugent. The
Chamber also promoted Andrew Wiggins to senior director for Political
Affairs and Coalitions Advocacy. Meanwhile, the new Florida Institute
for Political Leadership will begin to recruit, train and guide prospective
candidates. Chamber leaders note some 4,500 offices are up for
election sometime between now and the 2025 election cycle.


“Emilio González joins Mercury’s Florida team” via Drew Wilson of
Florida Politics — Mercury has brought on González as co-chairman of
its Florida team, the bipartisan public strategy firm announced.
González is a former Director of the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services, a position he was appointed to by President George W.
Bush. During his tenure, he represented the Bush administration before
Congress as its senior immigration official and led an enterprise-funded
agency of 17,000 employees with a $3 billion budget.
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“Mail-in voting is not the bugaboo Trump wants you to believe it is”
via Bill Cottrell of the Tallahassee Democrat — Trump obviously thinks
mailed balloting will favor Biden. He tweeted about cutting off federal
recovery aid to Michigan and Nevada if they use some of their federal
emergency money for postal voting. In any event, it’s not illegal, every
state runs its own elections and there’s apparently no law letting Trump
withhold COVID-19 recovery money from states whose election
methods give him the willies. And more important, the handy bugaboo
that it is, there’s no evidence that voting by mail increases fraud. Trump
even created a blue-ribbon commission on “election integrity,” which
met twice and gave up without finding anything worth tweeting about.


“‘Hate just hides’: Joe Biden vows to take on systematic racism”
via Alexandria Jaffe, Steve Peoples and Will Weissert of The
Associated Press — Biden vowed to address institutional racism in his
first 100 days in office as he sought to elevate his voice in the exploding
national debate over racism and police brutality. Biden offered


2020
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emotional support and promised bold action during an in-person
discussion with black leaders in Delaware and a subsequent virtual
meeting with big-city mayors who are grappling with racial tensions and
frustrated by a lack of federal support. “Hate just hides. It doesn’t go
away, and when you have somebody in power who breathes oxygen
into the hate under the rocks, it comes out from under the rocks,” Biden
said.


Former Vice President Joe Biden touches his face as he speaks to members of
the clergy and community leaders at Bethel AME Church in Wilmington,


Delaware.


“Oddsmakers say Kamala Harris, Demings now top VP sweeps” via
Scott Powers of the Florida Politics — International oddsmakers who
take bets on American elections are no longer listing Demings as a long
shot to be picked by Biden as the Democrats’ nominee for Vice
President. In the newest odds, Demings isn’t the favorite. California
Sen. Harris has pretty much held that position for months and
continues to be a heavy favorite among gamblers who seek out United
Kingdom-based bookies to play a little action on American politics. It’s
been a terrible week for Amy Klobuchar, whose prospects may have
been victimized by some reports late last week that have since been
refuted.


“Will Biden make a former Florida police chief his 2020 running
mate?” via Alex Daugherty of the Miami Herald — Demings’ rise from
Orlando’s first black woman police chief to a congresswoman with a
central role in Trump’s impeachment trial landed her on Biden’s vice
presidential shortlist. And now, as protests over the death of Floyd grip
the country, those same credentials are propelling Demings further into
the national spotlight, with interviews last weekend on “Meet the Press,”
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frequent cable news hits and an op-ed titled “My fellow brothers and
sisters in blue, what the hell are you doing?” Demings wouldn’t
comment on her law enforcement record, and the Biden campaign
wouldn’t discuss the vice-presidential selection process.


  


“Tom Lee says Senate ‘isn’t the best fit for me’” via Jim Turner of
News Service of Florida — After submitting his resignation to leave the
Legislature with two years remaining in his term, Sen. Lee
acknowledged serving as Hillsborough County clerk of courts would be
a “good fit” for him. But in a text message over the weekend, the
Thonotosassa Republican said the decision to end a long legislative
career, which included a stint as Senate President, has been on his
mind for several years and wasn’t motivated by a run for any local
office. “I learned to govern in a different era, and, for whatever reason,
the legislative process has changed,” Lee said. “Simply put, the Florida
Senate just isn’t the best fit for me at this time in my life.”


Tom Lee admits that the Senate was not a good fit for him.


GOP fundraiser in Key West still on — Top Senate Republicans,
undeterred by the pandemic and widespread protests, are planning to
hold a fundraiser in Key West sometime in the next few days. As
reported by Matt Dixon of POLITICO Florida, Senate President-
Designate Simpson, who is in charge of the GOP’s Senate campaign
arm, said the cancellation was discussed “but our economy is based on
tourism, and Keys has been hit unusually hard, so we thought the event
was a good way to help them recover. It felt like this event is something
we should still do.”


More from the trail
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“Ileana Garcia officially files to challenge José Javier Rodríguez in
SD 37” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Garcia, the Latinas For
Trump founder, is officially entering the race to challenge Rodríguez.
Garcia, a Republican, was selected by Senate leadership late last week
to compete in the contest. “The sacrifices made by my grandparents,
the work ethic instilled in me by my parents, and the opportunities I
could only find in the United States are what I plan to bring to the
Florida Senate. I am thankful to Senate President-Designate Simpson
and Majority Leader [Kathleen] Passidomo for their support in this
endeavor.” Garcia will attempt to flip the SD 37 seat for Republicans.


“Joshua Hicks touts impressive fundraising effort for long-shot
House bid” via AG Gancarski of Florida Politics — Hicks, running in
House District 11, dazzled with receipts from his first few weeks as a
candidate, raising almost $18,000. “I’m incredibly grateful for the
outpouring of support our campaign has received in a few short weeks.
We are building a strong, grassroots campaign that will have the
resources needed to deliver our ‘People First’ message to voters
throughout our First Coast community,” Hicks, a newcomer to the
district but not to politics, said. District 11 is a historically conservative
redoubt in Northeast Florida, encompassing deep-red Nassau County
and traditionally Republican beach communities in Duval.


“Two Democrats focus campaigns on helping small businesses”
via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — As candidates struggle with how
and even whether they should campaign during the coronavirus crisis,
more are turning to public service than election messaging, including
two Florida House Democratic candidates promoting small businesses.
“As a small-business owner myself, I felt there wasn’t enough attention
during this pandemic to what it is doing to small business owners, like
myself. I’m only as good as the next client who walks in the door. A lot
of my district is small business,” said Tracey Kagan, candidate for
House District 28. Everywhere, candidates are looking for new
strategies outside the usual campaign playbook. They can’t really go
door-to-door. They can’t go to events. They can’t hold rallies or
fundraisers. But they need be active in the community.


“Democrats want court to reconsider ballot order ruling” via Jim
Saunders of the News Service of Florida — National Democratic Party
organizations are asking a federal appeals court to reconsider a
decision that rejected a challenge to a decades-old Florida law about
how candidates are listed on election ballots. The organizations have
requested that the full 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals take up the
case after a three-judge panel on April 29 said the Democratic plaintiffs
did not have legal standing to challenge the constitutionality of the law.
The law requires that candidates who are in the same party as the
governor appear first on the ballot — a requirement that Democrats say
unfairly favors Republicans in the GOP-controlled state.



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xdkquy-edrdjlhjd-mh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xdkquy-edrdjlhjd-mh/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xdkquy-edrdjlhjd-mk/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xdkquy-edrdjlhjd-mk/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xdkquy-edrdjlhjd-mu/

https://newsserviceflorida.com/app/post.cfm?postID=36866&email=saintpeter4@gmail.com&token=57FC2B7C-D56C-4071-8495-AD4012DDEF1D&key=1AADCF81C5D1CCC7FCC1542CFC58C7





  


“How to make this moment the turning point for real change” via
Barack Obama on Medium — As millions of people across the country
take to the streets and raise their voices in response to the killing of
Floyd and the ongoing problem of unequal justice, many people have
reached out asking how we can sustain momentum to bring about real
change. First, the waves of protests across the country represent a
genuine and legitimate frustration over a decadeslong failure to reform
police practices and the broader criminal justice system in the United
States. On the other hand, the small minority of folks who’ve resorted to
violence in various forms are putting innocent people at risk. The more
specific we can make demands for criminal justice and police reform,
the harder it will be for elected officials to just offer lip service to the
cause.


Top opinion


  


“An American triumph overshadowed by American tragedy” via the
Orlando Sentinel editorial board — Astronauts returned to space on an
American rocket last week, a technological triumph eclipsed by the
return of a familiar American tragedy. Our nation’s cities burned again
last week like they haven’t in 50 years, an upheaval sparked by the
killing of an unarmed black man by a white Minneapolis police officer.
The resulting mass protests, confrontations and destruction took place
just as the nation, having surpassed 100,000 deaths from COVID-19,
was beginning to emerge from a painful but necessary pandemic
shutdown that cost millions of people their jobs. We can start to move
forward by acknowledging some fundamental truths, starting with the
deep sense of grievance and resentment among African Americans
who can easily see themselves on the ground with a cop’s knee on their


Opinions
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necks.


“Trump is in a free fall — for now” via Jennifer Rubin of The
Washington Post — The magnitude of Trump’s polling collapse is
breathtaking. Polling in March showed his approval rating nudging into
positive territory; the latest poll released this weekend shows him back
in negative territory. His personal favorability is net -13. His rating on
handling the coronavirus has gone from a net +6 to a net -7. Even more
dramatically, from a statistical tie in March, former Vice President
Biden’s lead has soared to a 10-point lead. Biden has an enormous
approval advantage among groups critical to his victory. The poll was
completed before the extent of the reaction to Floyd’s unjustified killing
had played out.


“As upheaval mounts, Trump has no plan” via Jonathan Bernstein of
Bloomberg Opinion — Trump’s weekend kicked off with what he called
a news conference, although he didn’t actually take any questions.
Instead, having decided that Biden’s alleged weakness on China would
be a good campaign theme, Trump decided to get tough with China. By
Sunday, he had moved to one of his favorite devices, the fictional tough
stand. This one was a tweet about designating “ANTIFA” a terrorist
organization, something the President very likely doesn’t have the
power to do.


“This is the consequence of Trump’s reign of rage” via Dana
Milbank of The Washington Post — Trump said it best himself four
years ago. “I bring rage out,” he said. “I always have.” Today America is
burning. These are the wages of Trump’s hate-filled incumbency. He
ignored an approaching pandemic, turning a crisis into a catastrophe in
the United States and worsening the biggest economic collapse since
the Great Depression, with more than 40 million out of work and upward
of 100,000 dead. Meanwhile, his constant tearing at the fabric of civil
society, his dismantling of the institutions that bind us, and his glorifying
of racism and violence have ultimately set America ablaze.


“Think outside the box, Jack Dorsey” via Maureen Dowd of The New
York Times — Dorsey, who has more leeway because his stock isn’t
as valuable as Facebook’s, made some mild moves against the
president who has been spewing lies and inciting violence on Twitter for
years. “Jack is really sincerely trying to find something to make it
better,” said one friend of the Twitter chief’s. “He’s like somebody
trapped in a maze, going down every hallway and turning every corner.”
Mark Zuckerberg, on the other hand, went on Fox to report that he
was happy to continue enabling the Emperor of Chaos, noting that he
did not think Facebook should be “the arbiter of truth of everything that
people say online.”


“Twitter: President doesn’t know what he’s talking about — and
neither do we” via Carl Hiaasen of the Miami Herald — Twitter has
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established a new policy of covering up untrue statements from sources
on COVID-19 and other topics. Here are some suggested labels for
tweets and their meanings. For example, “over-caffeinated rambling”
could be placed on all post-dawn tweets in which the President
needlessly repeats words or phrases, indicating an excessive intake of
Coca-Cola products.


“What happened in Minneapolis should never happen again” via
Gregory Tony for the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — What happened in
Minneapolis in the last week has shocked the nation, inspiring both
mourning and rage: the brutal and unnecessary killing of an unarmed
black man happening once again. These issues are personal for me.
Before I had stars on my collar, growing up in a very rough, poor
neighborhood of Philadelphia, I was that young black boy who had
been thrown on the ground by police. Those experiences motivated me
to do better for black and brown kids like myself who need protection
and a helping hand, not a knee on their throat. All it takes is one
incident for an entire community to lose trust and connection with those
entrusted to protect them.


“For our white friends desiring to be allies” via Courtney Ariel of
Sojourners — You don’t have to have something to say all of the time.
You don’t have to post something on social media that points to how
liberal/how aware/how cool/how good you are. For one out of every
three opinions/insights shared by a person of color in your life, try to
resist the need to respond with a better or different insight about
something that you read or listened to as it relates to their shared
opinion. Being an ally is different from simply wanting not to be racist.
Some marginalized/disenfranchised folks will tell you not to ask them
anything; don’t be offended by that. Colorblindness is totally impossible
in a nation whose land was taken from the indigenous inhabitants
through an attempt at genocide and horrific colonization.


“The Jacksonville two-step” via Nate Monroe for Medium — A 62-foot
granite monument to a Jacksonville-based Confederate military
company stands sentinel just feet away from City Hall — not because
black residents, about 30% of the population, ever wanted it there, of
course. In fact, no one in power really cares much for it anymore, but
few people in power have the courage to act on their private feelings
and push to remove it. Mayor Curry told me at the time: “This isn’t my
game. Someone else created this situation.” He never did take a side
on the issue, which is of course an indirect way of taking a side —
status quo means it stays right where it is. It’s amazing how often this
kind of thing happens here.


“Joe Henderson: Tampa Mayor Jane Castor showed what it means
to be a leader” via Florida Politics — First, she and Police Chief Brian
Dugan walked with peaceful protesters Saturday afternoon to express
outrage over the murder of Floyd in Minneapolis. It’s one thing to
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express support with words. It’s another to show it with action. When
the protest march later turned into a full-blown riot Saturday night,
though, Castor struck exactly the right tone to a city looking for
answers. “I saw a lot during those 31 years, but I have never seen
anything like last night.” That’s saying something. The tone Castor
struck was at least important as what she said. It was no-nonsense but
not strident. She was compassionate but in control.


  


Today, COVID-19 takes a back seat to protests of police violence.
Sunrise hears from a Mayor, a minister and two members of Congress,
but nothing from the Governor. DeSantis has said nothing in public
about the protests, not even the one held outside the Governor’s
mansion. However, on Monday, we finally got a tweet.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— The death toll from COVID-19 continues to rise. There have been at


Today's Sunrise
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least 2,543 fatalities in Florida and the number of confirmed cases of
coronavirus is just short of 57,000.


— Democrats on Florida’s Congressional delegation are trying to
convince Republican Sens. Marco Rubio and Rick Scott to support
the latest round of COVID-19 stimulus — the HERO Act. It includes
another round of $1,200 checks for individuals, as well as extending
additional unemployment benefits through the end of the year.


— Florida’s budget is taking a hit because of the economic slowdown,
and DeSantis plans to use his line-item veto power to reduce overall
spending. That’s why Florida Developmental Disabilities Council CEO
Valerie Breen is pleading with DeSantis not to wipe out the gains they
made during the Legislative Session. Sunrise speaks with Breen.


— And we check in with two Florida Men, where one will make you
proud.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“MLS players agree to salary cuts, possible tournament” via Anne
M. Peterson of The Associated Press — The Major League Soccer
Players Association voted to approve economic concessions for this
season, including across-the-board salary cuts, while also agreeing to
play in a proposed summer tournament in Orlando, Florida. The
proposal will now be sent to back to the league for approval by team
owners. Major League Soccer gave its teams the go-ahead Thursday to
begin small voluntary group training sessions outdoors. Teams must
follow a strict protocol, as well as local public health and government
restrictions. Not all of the league’s teams have returned to training.


Aloe
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The Major League Soccer Players Association voted to approve economic
concessions for this season, including across-the-board salary cuts, while also
agreeing to play in a proposed summer tournament in Orlando. Image via AP.


“Blue Angels ready for beach air show if COVID-19 permits, public
practices up in the air” via Jake Newby of the Pensacola News
Journal — Five to seven times a week, the U.S. Navy Blue Angels are
speeding across the Pensacola skies, practicing their demonstration
maneuvers as if a portion of the team's 2020 schedule will be salvaged.
As of now, that schedule is slated to kick off with the beloved Pensacola
Beach Air Show on July 11. Both the Blues and the Santa Rosa Island
Authority, which hosts the air show and has the power to nix it, say that
the plan 41 days out is to still conduct the show, as well as the July 10
dress rehearsal. Both events are, of course, vulnerable to being
canceled as the coronavirus pandemic looms large, but Blue Angels
Executive Officer Cmdr. Todd Royles said his pilots and his team
continue to prepare as if the show will go on.


“U.S. Sugar celebrates end of harvest, uses century-old steam
locomotive to haul sugar cane” via Florida Politics staff reports — A
century-old U.S. Sugar steam locomotive delivered the end-of-season
sugar cane harvest for the first time in more than five decades thanks to
a new restoration project. Locomotive No. 148 brought that harvest
from the field to U.S. Sugar’s mill to commemorate the 100-year
anniversary of its 1920 launch. The locomotive was built by the
American Locomotive Company. The company says it will continue to
operate the train going forward under the name “Sugar Express.”


“Car club revs up teen’s wish with drive-by parade” via Brett
Shweky of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The Make-A-Wish
Southern Florida foundation refuses to let the COVID-19 pandemic get
in the way of delivering special moments to children with critical
illnesses. Daniel Lawson was no exception as he recently received an
event he soon won’t forget. The 19-year-old who has a passion for
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Subaru cars was surprised May 13 with a drive-by-parade of his favorite
vehicles in front of his Coconut Creek home. Lawson, who is
undergoing treatment for rare blood cancer, was excited as a long line
of high-end cars from the North Broward Subaru Club passed by his
home.


  


Happy birthday today to our friend Chris Ingram, as well as Jim
Gill and Daniel Tilson.


Happy birthday
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Americans for Prosperity Action issued endorsements to nearly two-
dozen candidates for state House and Senate Wednesday, marking the
first time the political committee has weighed in on state legislative
races.


The free-market group is backing a half-dozen Senate candidates and
17 House candidates, many of them incumbents. AFP Action said its
endorsements won’t expire after the Aug. 18 primary election — they’re
good through the general.


Many of AFP Action’s picks are the odds-on favorites in their respective
races, such as Jennifer Bradley in SD 5, Danny Burgess in SD 20,
and House Speaker-Designate Chris Sprowls in HD 65.


However, the group did pick a side in some of the competitive contests
slated for the August and November ballots.


In SD 39, AFP is backing Republican Rep. Ana Maria Rodriguez over
her likely Democratic opponent, Rep. Javier Fernandez; in SD 27,
Rep. Ray Rodrigues got the nod over Republican primary opponent
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Rep. Heather Fitzenhagen; and in SD 9, former Republican Rep.
Jason Brodeur was picked was selected over Democrat Patricia
Sigman.


Lawmakers’ votes to lower taxes or to expand the scope of practice and
school choice carried a lot of weight with AFP Action.


“Each of these individuals has demonstrated a commitment to tackle
the greatest challenges Floridians face through supporting principled
policy solutions, if elected,” AFP Action senior adviser Skylar Zander
said.


“Through their dedication to increasing access to quality, affordable
health care for every Floridian, ensuring educational freedom and
opportunities for all students, lowering the tax burden on families, and
creating an environment where businesses can thrive, they will help
make Florida the best state in the union to live, work, and raise a family.
We’re proud to endorse these candidates that will help increase
opportunity for every Floridian.”


  


—@AaronBlake: Asked about whether he's losing, [Donald] Trump
says he's not, and he quickly cites that well-known campaign metric:
boats and bikers displaying support for a candidate.


Tweet, tweet:


—@MarcoRubio: As bad as things look right now, don’t cancel


Situational awareness
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October just yet. The next few weeks/months could bring several
innovations that will dramatically improve options on #COVID19: —
“group” or “pool” testing” — At-Home tests — Monoclonal Antibody
treatments — Vaccine by early Nov


—@GrayRohrer: PSA: "Roundtable" discussions/meetings that don't
actually have a table that is round should not be called "roundtables."
Thanks.


—@GwenGraham: Now he says (if old enough) that he would send his
kids to school in this climate. No way. There will be preschools open in
Tallahassee that I am sure would welcome the Governor’s preschool-
age kids. Send them to one or stop lying, Ron [DeSantis].


—@Clay_Yarborough: Yesterday, I was informed an individual at an
event I attended last week subsequently tested positive for COVID. This
morning, I was tested and am thankful to announce my results are
negative. Jordan and our family continue to pray for the positive
individual and other attendees.


—@ShevrinJones: Just found out that a few of my colleagues was
possibly exposed to COVID at a recent event. I pray good health and


—@JonCooperTweets: My mother-in-law lives in Miami, the epicenter
of the COVID-19 pandemic in Florida. She’s terrified to leave her
apartment. Her granddaughter just tested positive & chose to move out
to protect her. Her neighbors are all scared. THIS IS AMERICA — IT
SHOULDN’T BE THIS WAY!


—@SamanthaJGross: On @WLRNSundial, @doug_hanks calls
current Florida COVID conditions a “New York-style spread” which my
dumb brain envisioned as a lox and bagels buffet except it also includes
a deadly virus


Tweet, tweet:







  


MLB starts — 8; WNBA starts — 10; PLL starts — 10; TED conference
rescheduled — 11; Florida Bar exams begin in Tampa — 13; NBA
season restart in Orlando — 16; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet”
premieres (rescheduled) — 16; NHL resumes — 17; Florida primaries
for 2020 state legislative/congressional races — 34; Democratic
National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 35; "Mulan” premieres
(rescheduled) — 37; Indy 500 rescheduled — 39; Republican National
Convention begins in Charlotte — 40; NBA draft lottery — 41; Rev. Al
Sharpton’s D.C. March — 44; U.S. Open begins — 47; “A Quiet Place
Part II” premieres — 51; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby —
52; Rescheduled date for French Open — 67; First presidential debate
in Indiana — 76; "Wonder Woman" premieres — 79; Preakness Stakes
rescheduled — 80; First vice presidential debate at the University of
Utah — 83; NBA season ends (last possible date) — 89; Second
presidential debate scheduled at Miami — 92; NBA draft — 93; Wes
Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 93; NBA free agency
— 96; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 99; 2020 General


Days until
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Election — 111; “Black Widow” premieres — 116; NBA 2020-21 training
camp — 120; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 128; “No Time to
Die” premieres — 128; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 139; “Top Gun:
Maverick” premieres — 161; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 207; New
start date for 2021 Olympics — 373; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 381;
“Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres — 478; “Thor: Love
and Thunder” premieres — 576; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness” premieres — 618; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 660;
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 814.


  


“Florida breaks its record for most deaths in a day” via The New
York Times — After Florida reported a record 132 deaths Tuesday, a
group of mayors from Miami-Dade County, the center of the state’s
crisis, warned DeSantis, a Republican, that local officials are running
out of time to avoid another painful economic cloture. “There is a
significant amount of pressure for us to shut down,” Mayor Francis
Suarez of Miami told DeSantis at an event in the city. “We have


Corona Florida
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between one week and four weeks to get this thing under control, or we
will have to take some aggressive measures.” The mayors took issue
with messaging about the pandemic, which has been confusing and
inconsistent, from Trump on down, they said.


“Florida sets new one-day state virus death record with 132” via
Terry Spencer, Brendan Farrington and Adriana Gomez Licon of The
Associated Press — Florida broke its one-day record for coronavirus
deaths and while there is a possible caveat, the state is experiencing a
skyrocketing fatality rate that’s near the highest in the nation and a
rapidly growing number of cases. The 132 deaths is a 10% jump over
the previous record of 120 set just Thursday. However, Tuesday’s total
likely includes deaths from three days, Monday plus some from
Saturday and Sunday that were not reported by hospitals until Monday.
Still, Florida’s rolling seven-day average is now 81 deaths a day, the
second-highest in the country behind Texas. It’s double the 39 Florida
averaged two weeks ago and nearly triple the 30 a day averaged a
month ago. Almost all people infected with coronavirus survive, but
those who do succumb usually die two or more weeks after they are
diagnosed.


“Miami-Dade Mayors met with Gov. Ron DeSantis about COVID.
They didn’t want a pep talk” via Douglas Hanks and Mary Ellen Klas
of the Miami Herald — DeSantis came to Miami on Tuesday for a
meeting with local mayors on COVID-19, and they didn’t want to hear a
pep talk. The bipartisan group of municipal leaders told the Republican
Governor he needed to better convey the urgency of the health crisis
facing the Miami area. After DeSantis touted the promise of high school
football in the fall and minimized the COVID risk for children, mayors
told him Miami-Dade families were scared about putting their kids back
in the classroom. The mayors also told DeSantis they needed better
information from the state contact tracers on the sources of Miami-
Dade’s runaway viral spread as cities and the county ponder another
wave of business closures or restrictions on public spaces.
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Ron DeSantis visit visits Miami-Dade to talk COVID-19, but they were not looking
for a pep talk. Image via Getty.


“Nikki Fried takes to national media, says Floridians believe
DeSantis ‘never cared about them’” via Jason Delgado of Florida
Politics — Hours after state health officials confirmed 133 new COVID-
19 deaths, Fried appeared on national media to criticize DeSantis‘
leadership. Fried told a national audience DeSantis has no plan and
does not care about Floridians. “The problem is the Governor has lost
the faith and the trust from the people of our state,” Fried said. “They no
longer count on the data coming out. They no longer believe that he
has a plan for our future and they believe he’s never cared about them.
There’s been no empathy shown whatsoever from this Governor and no
humility that when we did flatten the curve, he went on the national
circus and went across the entire state claiming mission accomplished.”


“Behind the Florida spike: What testing tells us about recent
coronavirus cases” via Ian Hodgson of the Tampa Bay Times —
Florida captured the world’s attention Sunday after reporting 15,300
coronavirus cases, shattering the record any state had reported on a
single day since the pandemic began. However, data shows that half
the new cases are linked to tests performed by a single company. More
than 7,000 of the 15,300 positive cases reported Sunday came from
GENETWORx, a testing lab based in Richmond, Virginia GENETWORx
accounted for 52,000 of the new results reported by the Florida
Department of Health, over half the total results reported Sunday.


“Florida Department of Health says some labs have not reported
negative COVID-19 results” via Robert Guaderrama of FOX 35 News
Orlando — After FOX 35 News noticed errors in the state's report on
positivity rates, the Florida Department of Health said that some
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laboratories have not been reporting negative test result data to the
state. Countless labs have reported a 100% positivity rate, which
means every single person tested was positive. Other labs had very
high positivity rates. FOX 35 News found that testing sites like one local
Centra Care reported that 83 people were tested and all tested positive.
Then, NCF Diagnostics in Alachua reported 88% of tests were positive.
The report showed that Orlando Health had a 98% positivity rate.
Orlando Health's positivity rate is only 9.4%, not 98% as in the report.


“Medicaid enrollment continues to climb” via the News Service of
Florida — As the state saw a surge in COVID-19 cases last month,
enrollment in the Florida Medicaid program continued to increase.
Medicaid enrollment in June grew by nearly 2% over the prior month,
with the program providing health coverage to more than 4.1 million
poor, elderly and disabled people. June’s 1.99 percent growth came
after increases in previous months as Floridians lost jobs because of
the pandemic. More than 3.2 million Medicaid beneficiaries receive
coverage through managed-care plans. Another 914,000 people are in
what’s considered a “fee for service” part of the program.


“Prisons grapple with COVID-19 hitting workers” via Ana Ceballos of
the News Service of Florida — The number of Florida corrections
workers known to be infected with COVID-19 has more than doubled
during the past month, prompting state officials to launch emergency
plans at two prisons where there are significant staffing shortages. The
emergency plans said workers at Dade Correctional Institution and
Jefferson Correctional Institution will need to work 12-hour shifts up to
six days a week to ensure “adequate staffing levels.” “Usually, this was
done during some of the darkest hours of prisons — during riots, a
natural disaster or a hurricane,” Jim Baiardi, who leads the state
corrections chapter of the Florida Police Benevolent Association, said.
“Now, it’s getting to the point where it’s getting so bad that they’re doing
this during the pandemic.”


“CDR Maguire urges recovered COVID-19 patients to donate
plasma” via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics — CDR Maguire this week
called on Floridians who have recovered from COVID-19 to donate their
plasma to help treat others struggling with the condition. Plasma from
recovered COVID-19 patients contains antibodies that in some cases
have helped currently infected patients recover from the disease. The
use of convalescent plasma to treat COVID-19 is currently being
investigated, though blood plasma antibodies are effective in treating
other maladies and early evidence suggests it may be similarly effective
in treating COVID-19. CDR Maguire president Carlos Duart has some
firsthand knowledge of convalescent plasma’s potential.


“DeSantis offers no end to bar shutdown” via Ana Ceballos of The
News Service of Florida — Buying alcohol will remain a to-go-only
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option at Florida bars for the foreseeable future as coronavirus cases
continue to spike. DeSantis said Saturday the state isn’t changing a
decision last month to reimpose a ban on bars selling alcohol for on-site
consumption because of widespread noncompliance with coronavirus
safety measures. During the appearance at the hospital and in other
appearances during the past week, DeSantis defended the state’s
health response and his efforts to reopen businesses amid the surge in
cases of COVID-19, the respiratory disease caused by the coronavirus.
In reimposing the prohibition on on-site consumption June 26, state
officials said noncompliance with the guidelines was too widespread to
enforce.


Ron DeSantis gives no hint as to when the bar shutdown will end. Image via the
Tallahassee Democrat.


“DBPR order closing bars covers American Legion, VFW
locations” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Among the bars and
social clubs shuttered during the pandemic, Florida closed down
American Legion and VFW locations statewide. In what’s still the most
significant step back from a phased reopening, the Department of
Business and Professional Regulation on June 26 suspended on-
premises alcohol consumption at Florida bars. An amended order
issued on July 1 makes clear that it doesn’t just shut down late-night
bars popular with college kids. It also impacts veteran-friendly drinking
holes around the state, the kind where officials often visit to issue
awards for active and retired soldiers living in the state. Officials at the
agency stress the order only applies to the special licenses for VFW
and American Legion locations to sell alcohol on-premises. If an
organization has a separate license for selling food, that’s still good so
long as no one is pairing dishes with drinks.


“Developmental disabilities advocate dies of COVID-19” via the
News Service of Florida — Bobbie Lake, who served on the Florida
Developmental Disabilities Council board and as president of The Arc
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of Florida, died after a two-week battle with COVID-19. Lake, 75, was
hospitalized when he died, said Florida Developmental Disabilities
Council Executive Director Valerie Breen. Lake, a former executive
director of The ARC of North Florida, was appointed to the Florida
Developmental Disabilities Council by former Gov. Rick Scott in 2018.
“He was an extraordinary advocate, loved and respected by all,” Breen
said.


“Union questions if NFL should practice in ‘hot spots’ as Florida
sets COVID-19 record” via Adam H. Beasley and Joey Flechas of the
Miami Herald — On the day Florida set a new one-day record for
COVID-19 deaths (132) in the state, the list of those questioning the
wisdom of holding training camp in the pandemic’s epicenter added an
influential name. Count the NFL Players Association among the
skeptics. “We have one question that encapsulates it all: Does it make
sense for the NFL to open up training camps in ‘hot spot’ cities right
now?” Dolphins rookies are scheduled to report to training camp next
week. But there’s real doubt in prominent league circles whether that
will happen on time, particularly since statewide cases could surpass
300,000 cases Wednesday.


  


“We can reopen schools — if we’re willing to rethink how they
operate” via Brian P. Gill and Jennifer S. Lerner of The Washington
Post — The prospect of reopening schools this fall is both urgent and
terrifying. Fortunately, there are ways to reopen schools while reducing
the odds of major covid-19 outbreaks, if we are willing to be creative
about how to reopen them. The challenge lies in making decisions
under extreme uncertainty, uncertainty about the transmission of the
virus in children, about how far apart students’ desks need to be, and
about whether kids can successfully wear face masks for six hours a
day. Infections compound, magnifying the risk of any large-scale,
synchronized activity. This means that bringing all the students back, in
all the schools, on the same day, risks throwing fuel on the fire.


Back to school?
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Des Moines Public Schools custodian Cynthia Adams cleans a desk in a
classroom at Brubaker Elementary School last week in Des Moines, Iowa. Image


via AP.


“State education leaders say reopening schools has paved the way
for innovation” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — In a webinar
hosted by the James Madison Institute, state education experts
described the return as an opportunity for growth for students, teachers
and learning at all levels. Erika Donalds, president and CEO of The
Optima Foundation, said: “We in Florida, the school choice state, have
an opportunity here to innovate quickly and provide options to families.”
“This is a tremendous opportunity to meet students’ needs exactly
where they are and listen to parents about what is going to be best for
their children.” Florida Public Schools Chancellor Jacob Oliva said
public schools are making efforts to stay connected with students
through summer learning programs and other initiatives. “Our school
campuses almost really never closed,” said Oliva.


“Broward superintendent likely to recommend online learning only
at first when school year starts” via Lobby Tools — Broward School
Superintendent Robert Runcie said Tuesday he will recommend
schools open Aug. 19 with virtual classes only, unless conditions
improve dramatically before then. Once conditions improve, the district
would plan to introduce an option of full-time or part-time on-campus
learning, as well as a hybrid that combines in-class and virtual learning,
Runcie said Tuesday on a video on the district's website and in a
school board meeting. Broward County has the second-largest school
district in the state and the sixth-largest in the nation, with nearly
270,000 students. Runcie said in the video released Tuesday that more
than a quarter of families told the district they want to continue e-
learning, about a third want in-person classes and a little more want a
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hybrid. But safety has to be the deciding factor, he said.


“Broward schools likely to start year with online learning only,
Robert Runcie says” via Scott Travis of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel
— Broward schools plan to open Aug. 19 with virtual classes only,
barring a dramatic decline in COVID-19 infections, Superintendent
Runcie said. The announcement, which School Board members
supported Tuesday, follows a similar decision last week by the Palm
Beach County School Board. Miami-Dade County Schools
Superintendent Alberto Carvalho also has said his district won’t
reopen until his county reaches Phase 2 of reopening. The three South
Florida counties are still in Phase 1 and won’t move to Phase 2 until
after two weeks of declining cases.


“Parents protest at school district HQ, demand return to
classrooms” via Sonja Isger of The Palm Beach Post — Dozens of
people gathered in front of the Palm Beach County School District’s
headquarters Monday evening to protest a pending decision to bar
roughly 174,000 students from public campuses and deliver classes
online instead when school begins next month because of the
coronavirus pandemic. Among the protesters were parents whose
children are disabled, or simply struggling to grasp lessons via
computer, or are in emotional anguish under prolonged isolation. Also
in the mix were parents who face impossible choices between working
to pay bills and staying home to care for youngsters not in school.
Wearing face masks and holding signs that demanded “Give us a
choice,” “We want options” and “Prevent child abuse and poverty OPEN
schools,” roughly 50 children and adults took to the sidewalk.


“Board member wants school year delayed to reduce online-
learning ‘nightmare’” via Andrew Marra of The Palm Beach Post —
With students forced to learn from home for the foreseeable future, one
Palm Beach County School Board member thinks it’s time to push back
the start of classes. Board member Barbara McQuinn said she plans
to ask her colleagues Wednesday to postpone the county public
schools’ Aug. 10 start date as they review the school district’s proposed
reopening plan. Even if just for a few weeks, she said, a delay would
reduce the amount of time that students have to spend learning from
home, easing the burden on families and teachers. “It is my experience
in talking to many people that virtual learning has been a nightmare,”
McQuinn said. “There’s not a better way to explain it.”


“Pinellas’ school reopening plan could change, officials say” via
Marlene Sokol of the Tampa Bay Times — With Florida reporting tens
of thousands of new COVID-19 cases every week, Pinellas County
School Board members spent much of Tuesday discussing a reopening
plan that they might not even fully implement. Superintendent Mike
Grego made it clear that, if the coronavirus continues to spread
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unchecked, the district might not be able to open its schools on Aug.
12, as planned. And four out of seven board members expressed
regrets at having to oversee reopening at such a precarious time. “I
know what the governor is saying, and now even he is wearing a
mask,” board member Rene Flowers said. “We just can’t guarantee the
safety of anyone through this.”


Pinellas County Schools Superintendent Mike Grego says they may not open in
August if COVID-19 continues to spread unchecked. Image via Facebook.


“Pasco schools plan to require masks” via Jeffrey S. Solochek of the
Tampa Bay Times — Inundated by calls and emails demanding a mask
mandate, the Pasco County school district announced that it intends to
impose one on anyone inside its buildings or participating in its
activities. COVID-19 infection are on the rise, superintendent Kurt
Browning explained in a YouTube video, and research indicates that
such a move is in the best interest of students, staff and parents.
School Board members asked the administration to look into the idea at
the end of June, calling for a detailed explanation of how to implement
the rule. Since then, staff have drafted the proposal and had it reviewed
by lawyers. The recommended rule would apply to students, staff and
visitors to any school district property or school activity. Athletes will be
encouraged but not required to wear masks during practice and
competition.


“Sarasota School Board wants to push back school year” via Ryan
McKinnon of The Sarasota Herald-Tribune — The Sarasota County
School Board is pushing the state for permission to delay the start of
the 2020-21 school year, hoping to move the first day of school from
Aug. 10 to Aug. 31. The board’s workshop ended Tuesday before the
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board could give official authorization for the district to request the
delay, but a majority of the board was firmly in favor of the move. The
delay would give the district more planning time for dealing with COVID-
19 as administrators roll out an array of new policies and procedures,
and board members said the recent spike in COVID-19 cases in
Sarasota made it too dangerous for a full return to the classroom in less
than a month.


  


“First Coast home to more than 18,000 coronavirus cases” via Drew
Dixon of Florida Politics — The five-county First Coast region now has
more than 18,000 cases of coronavirus, according to Florida
Department of Health data. Northeast Florida recorded 542 new
COVID-19 cases Monday to Tuesday morning, reaching 18,095. Three
counties on the First Coast also recorded six new combined deaths for
a total of 145 attributed to the illness in the region. Some Northeast
Florida counties showed dipping positivity rates in recent days.
However, Monday’s data shows the positive test rate rebounded. Duval


Corona local
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County had a 16.5% positive result out of the 1,797 tests administered,
up from 11.2% Sunday. Jacksonville recorded 354 new cases in the
latest report for a total of 12,724. Jacksonville also added three new
deaths, bring the total to 87. Across Florida, there are now 291,629
cases, 4,409 deaths and 18,881 hospitalizations.


“As COVID-19 surges in Miami-Dade, county and city leaders
struggle to see eye to eye” via Aaron Liebowitz and Joey Flechas of
the Miami Herald — As COVID-19 has spread through South Florida,
the largest cities in Miami-Dade County have often taken a more hard-
line approach to businesses closures than the county. It was Miami
Mayor Francis Suarez who made the first move to close restaurant
dining rooms and bars in mid-March. And as reopening plans were
devised in May, Suarez, along with the mayors of Miami Beach, Hialeah
and Miami Gardens, took things more slowly than Miami-Dade Mayor
Carlos Giménez. Today, as COVID-19 daily case numbers soar and
hospitals approach 100% of normal capacity, county and city leaders
still aren’t on the same page. But the roles have been reversed.
Gimenez announced plans to once again close restaurant dining
rooms, gyms, ballrooms and short-term vacation rentals.


Miami Mayor Francis Suarez made the first move to close restaurant dining rooms
and bars, which was prescient. Image via the Miami New Times.


“Miami-Dade Mayors lament insufficient contact tracing” via Renz
Downey of Florida Politics — DeSantis faces criticisms over the state’s
contact tracing program, Miami-Dade mayors emphasized the need for
more contact tracers. The White House and the CDC consider contact
tracing to be one of the core state responsibilities during the COVID-19
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response. But mayors warned during a roundtable with the Governor
that there is not enough contact tracing in the community. “That’s the
one thing that the CDC says you actually can do things with, and I don’t
know that our contact tracing is up to snuff right now,” said Miami
Beach Mayor Dan Gelber, estimating a need for 800 contact tracers.
Gelber, a Democrat and former state lawmaker, noted that the
Department of Health doesn’t give much information on its contact
tracing program.


“South Florida COVID-19 positivity rate nears weekslong high” via
Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — South Florida’s tri-county area saw its
daily positivity rate tick up significantly after previous days had shown
signs the virus’s spread may be slowing in the region. Testing reported
as part of Tuesday’s Department of Health report showed 18.8% of
testing coming back positive across Palm Beach, Broward and Miami-
Dade counties. That’s the highest number for South Florida since last
Thursday’s report, which showed a whopping 22.8% of tests throughout
the tri-county area coming back positive. Exclude that eye-popping
number from last week, and Tuesday’s report shows the highest
positivity rate for South Florida since the recent resurgence of the virus
began.


“‘There isn’t a metric right now’: State’s largest hot spot still
developing lockdown trigger” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics —
While the state’s largest COVID-19 hot spot records a thousand new
cases per day, Miami-Dade County Mayor Giménez says there is yet
no metric that would trigger a safer-at-home order. The county, which is
also one of the nation’s leading hot spots, shut down in-person dining
and a mask mandate has been in place since April. But the county is
facing mounting pressure to issue a complete rollback. “There isn’t a
metric right now,” Giménez said. “We’re going to be looking at, can we
establish a metric that we can publish to the community to say, look, if
we don’t get to this point by this time, we’re going to have to take
additional measures.”


“‘Social responsibility is critical for all of us.‘ Broward Mayor calls
spread of COVID in county ‘grave'” via Cindy Krischer Goodman of
the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Broward County Mayor Dale
Holness said he and 25 mayors of Broward cities participated in a
briefing with hospitals and the local health department Tuesday
morning and learned the situation with the spread of COVID-19 in
Broward is “grave.” About 80% of positive cases in Broward are now
being transmitted within households, within families, Holness said he
learned from the Broward Department of Health on the briefing. “So the
spread is there. It is now happening in our households. We must
recognize that and take precautions even within our own households,”
Holness said.
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“Florida Mayor says DeSantis left him out of meeting” via Aaron
Leibowitz of the Tampa Bay Times — The Mayor of Hialeah, the
second-largest city in Miami-Dade County, said he was denied entry to
a roundtable that DeSantis held with several city mayors to discuss the
COVID-19 pandemic. DeSantis announced plans Tuesday morning for
the 1 p.m. in-person roundtable at the Stephen P. Clark Government
Center in downtown Miami, and members of his staff contacted the
mayors of several cities in Miami-Dade County to invite them to the
meeting. Hialeah Mayor Carlos Hernandez said he didn’t receive an
invitation, but Miami Mayor Suarez informed him the roundtable was
taking place. When Hernandez tried to walk-in, he said, a member of
the governor’s staff told him he wasn’t invited and couldn’t enter.


Hialeah Mayor Carlos Hernandez insists he was locked out of a roundtable with
Ron DeSantis. Image via the Miami Herald


“Nearly one-third of children tested for COVID-19 in Florida are
positive. Palm Beach County’s health director warns of risk of
long-term damage” via Skylar Swisher of the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel — Nearly one-in-three children tested for the new coronavirus
in Florida has been positive, and a South Florida health official is
concerned the disease could cause lifelong damage even for children
without symptoms. Dr. Alina Alonso, Palm Beach County’s health
department director, warned county commissioners Tuesday that much
is unknown about the long-term health consequences for children who
catch COVID-19. X-rays have revealed the virus can cause lung
damage even in people who never show symptoms, she said.


“Palm Beach County to close restaurants at 11 p.m.” via Jane
Musgrave of The Palm Beach Post — As COVID-19 deaths
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skyrocketed and confirmed cases continued to grow, Palm Beach
County officials on Tuesday said they will order restaurants and other
businesses to close at 11 p.m. daily to stop the deadly march of the
coronavirus. Late-night gatherings at restaurants, bars that aren’t even
supposed to be open and private parties are fueling the spread of the
virus, said Dr. Alonso, director of the county’s health department. As a
result, County Administrator Verdenia Baker said she will issue orders
today prohibiting restaurants and bars from selling alcohol and food
from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. beginning Thursday. Other businesses, including
amusement parks, banquet halls and kava bars, will be forced to close
during those hours, she said.


“A maskless man pulled a gun on a masked shopper at a Walmart
in Palm Beach County in a possible dispute over COVID-19 masks”
via Wayne K. Roustan of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — A dispute
between two Walmart shoppers escalated to the point where one
unmasked man pulled a gun on a masked shopper and threatened to
kill him before leaving the store, and Palm Beach County Sheriff’s
deputies are looking for the gunman. Security camera video shows the
suspect pushing an older man in a wheelchair through the store in
Royal Palm Beach on Saturday afternoon. The suspect is not wearing a
medical mask but the man in the wheelchair is seen pulling a red
neckerchief up over his mouth. They are approached by another man
wearing a mask and they exchange words.


“‘That scenario is nonsense.' No proof behind rumors about
positive COVID-19 results with no actual tests” via Cindy Krischer
Goodman of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — As Florida reported the
largest single-day increase in positive coronavirus cases anywhere in
the United States since the beginning of the pandemic, social media
began buzzing with people who claim they left a coronavirus test site
because of a long line, but they still received a positive test result. While
this scenario sounds scary, there is no proof to back it up. The Florida
Department of Health, which is responsible for releasing information
about testing said contact information for individuals at drive-thru testing
sites is collected once they are about to be tested.


  


“COVID-19 hospitalizations, deaths rise in Central Florida” via Scott
Powers of Florida Politics — A two-day reprieve from reports of
increasing hospitalizations and deaths associated with the new
coronavirus in Central Florida ended with Tuesday’s state report
showing another grim day across greater Orlando. The latest reports
from the Florida Department of Health recorded 14 new COVID-19
deaths across the six-county region, including six confirmed in Osceola
County since the previous report Monday. The report also showed 62
people across Central Florida newly hospitalized from COVID-19,


More local
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including 17 in Brevard County and 14 in Orange County. That’s the
highest number of new hospital admissions seen since 63 reported on
Saturday. The two reports in between listed 15 and 30 new
hospitalizations. In the previous two days, only two and four deaths
were reported.


“Tampa Mayor: ‘If we have to take steps backward, this will be the
week we make that difficult decision’” via Brendan Ward of the
Tampa Bay Business Journal — Tampa Mayor Jane Castor said this
may be the week the city of Tampa has to decide whether to reinstate
some reopening restrictions. "I don't think we should go to the stay-at-
home order again right now," Castor said in response to a question
about reinstating a statewide order. Castor did not mention specific
measures she was considering, though she did mention some local
restaurants have voluntarily returned to takeout and delivery only. The
mayor also said Tampa is not ready to reopen schools today, but she is
in ongoing discussions with the superintendent of schools about
reopening plans. Castor did say if schools do reopen, it will not be the
usual system.


Tampa Mayor Jane Castor was light on specifics, but she talked about some local
restaurants returning to takeout only. Image via the Tampa Bay Business Journal.


“Pinellas Co. posts 26 new deaths as positivity rate climbs back
up” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — Pinellas County
confirmed a staggering 26 new COVID-19 deaths Monday, bringing the
county’s total to 262 since the pandemic arrived in Florida. It’s the
fourth-highest death toll in the state despite Pinellas County being
further behind in total cases. The troubling trend comes the same day
the state set a record number for new deaths Monday with 133
confirmed. The previous record mortality in a single report was 120,
reached Thursday. The jump comes after two days of weekend data
that interrupted a rash of more than 90 deaths per day. Before last
week, the record for daily deaths among Floridians was 72, reached on
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May 5. Pinellas also saw a daily increase in positivity rates, the share of
tests coming back positive for the first time.


“St. Petersburg Council member Lisa Wheeler-Bowman tests
positive for coronavirus” via Margo Snipe of the Tampa Bay Times —
Wheeler-Bowman tested positive for COVID-19, making her the first
public official from St. Pete to reveal a positive test. Wheeler-Bowman
says she began showing symptoms on June 25. Ten days later she
woke up at 2 a.m. unable to breathe. She says she stood up and tried
to stretch, placing her hands over her head and pacing around her
bedroom, but nothing eased the congested breathing. “I couldn’t even
do three jumping jacks,” said Wheeler-Bowman. That night, which she
says she’ll never forget, she prayed for her life. Wheeler-Bowman said
that during the course of the virus she experienced headaches, fevers
of up to 102 degrees, sweats, chills and a sore throat.


“St. Pete's Bananas Records says they didn't know they violated
city's mask mandate” via Josh Bradley and Ray Roya of Creative
Loafing — St. Pete’s Bananas Records is a part of the City of St.
Petersburg’s list of small and major businesses that needed to be
inspected twice by local code enforcement. Michele Allen recently
wrote that her record store was never fined, never warned verbally or in
writing and never told it was in violation of any mask ordinance. Allen
also said code enforcers said nothing to anyone in the establishment
about a violation. She also said that inspectors were told that they were
not obligated to say anything to owners or employees, which probably
means that there most likely wasn’t even a violation to begin with.


Ascension Florida opens mobile COVID-19 testing sites — In
Pensacola, Ascension Sacred Heart opened their drive-thru facility on
March 16 and tested anyone who had prescreened via phone and met
the CDC criteria for symptoms. First responders and health care
workers were prioritized for testing; Ascension Sacred Heart was the
only hospital testing with its in-house lab. “We knew hospitals were
burning through PPE quickly while they waited for those persons under
investigation test results to come back and if we could provide those
results more quickly, it could save us the valuable PPE we all needed,”
said Dawn Rudolph, Ascension Sacred Heart president. Since then,
Ascension Sacred Heart has tested over 13,000 individuals. Ascension
now set up drive-thru testing sites in Destin, Panama City and
Jacksonville.
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Ascension Florida is opening up additional mobile COVID-19 testing sites in
Destin, Panama City, and Jacksonville.


“West Florida Hospital postpones scheduling elective surgeries,
Baptist limits visitors” via Jim Little of the Pensacola News Journal —
West Florida Hospital has announced it will postpone scheduling
elective surgeries starting Thursday in an effort to increase hospital
capacity as COVID-19 cases continue to increase. "As positive COVID-
19 cases continue to rise across Florida and here in our area, West
Florida Hospital is taking proactive action in order to position our
hospital to better serve the immediate health care needs of our
community," reads a written statement from West Florida Hospital
released Tuesday. "Beginning Thursday, July 16, West Florida Hospital
will temporarily defer the scheduling of elective surgeries as a measure
to increase hospital bed capacity."


“Young people behind record numbers at Sarasota Memorial
Hospital, officials say” via Timothy Fanning of The Sarasota Herald-
Tribune — More young people are being infected with the coronavirus,
and even though they’re less likely to die from it, the increasing younger
demographic is partly responsible for Sarasota Memorial Hospital’s
record-breaking COVID-19 hospitalizations. Sarasota Memorial is
running out of lifesaving treatments for those patients because of
nationwide shortages. There are so many COVID-19 patients that
Sarasota Memorial has expanded its capacity for critical care beds from
62 to more than 70. At last count, there are 106 patients at Sarasota
Memorial infected with the coronavirus and 26 in the intensive care unit,
14 of which are on ventilators.
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“Southwest Florida hospitals hiring to handle uptick in COVID-19
hospitalizations” via Liz Freeman of the Fort Myers News-Press —
Southwest Florida hospitals are beefing up staffing to handle the
dramatic uptick in COVID-19 hospitalizations and avoid operating at full
capacity. The preparations come as Lee County faced a record 15 new
deaths reported Tuesday by the Department of Health. The 1,812-bed
Lee Health system, which has four campuses, normally operates with
1,000 beds in the summer. But the pandemic has meant keeping 1,300
beds operational, said Dr. Larry Antonucci, president and CEO of the
publicly-operated system. Lee Health is bringing back some of its
seasonal workforce earlier than normal to increase staffing for up to
1,400 beds by the end of the month, he said Tuesday. If need be, the
workforce can be beefed up to staff 1,500 beds.


— “Winter Haven City Commission adopts face mask policy” via
Kevin Bouffard of The Lakeland Ledger


“Pensacola federal courthouse closed to public indefinitely due to
COVID-19” via Kevin Robinson of the Pensacola News Journal — The
federal courthouse in Pensacola has again been closed to the public
amid COVID-19 concerns. On Monday, Chief U.S. District Judge Mark
E. Walker issued an administrative order stating that the U.S.
Courthouse and the Winston E. Arnow Federal Building must be
temporarily closed to the public and will remain closed to the public until
further notice. "This action is necessary to avoid a miscarriage of justice
and also to avoid unnecessary risk to grand jurors, the Defendant,
witnesses, counsel, Court staff and the public." Walker wrote in his
order. Walker's most recent order does not cite any specific data or
incidents that guided the decision to reclose local court facilities.
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The Pensacola federal courthouse is closed until further notice.


“Florida State football moves date of 2021 season opener vs Notre
Dame” via Curt Weiler of the Tallahassee Democrat — Though Florida
State's 2020 football season isn't yet underway, there's already updated
news on the Seminoles' 2021 schedule. FSU announced Tuesday that
the Seminoles' 2021 season opener vs Notre Dame in Tallahassee has
been moved to Sunday, Sept. 5. The game was originally scheduled for
Labor Day night Monday, Sept. 6. The game between the two teams
will mark the second time in four seasons and the third time since 2014
that the Seminoles and Fighting Irish met.
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“CDC director: U.S. could get coronavirus ‘under control’ in 4—8
weeks if all wear masks” via Marisa Fernandez of Axios — If everyone
in the U.S. wore a mask, the coronavirus pandemic could be "under
control" within four to eight weeks, Centers for the Disease Control and
Prevention Director Robert Redfield said in a discussion led by
medical journal JAMA on Tuesday. The editorial, co-authored by
Redfield, points to research papers showing that the positivity rate of
confirmed cases can decrease in populations with masking. "The time
is now. We really need to embrace masking," he said. He added, "If we
could get everybody to wear a mask right now, I think in four, six, eight
weeks we could bring this epidemic under control."


CDC director Robert Redfield says the U.S. could get a handle on coronavirus in
about four to eight weeks. We will see.


“Trump administration to recommend National Guard as option to
help hospitals report coronavirus data” via Lena H. Sun and Amy
Goldstein of The Washington Post — The Trump administration is
poised to ask governors to consider sending in the National Guard to
hospitals to help improve data collection about novel coronavirus
patients, supplies and capacity, according to draft letters, internal
emails and hospital industry officials familiar with the plans. A letter, to
be sent to governors imminently, backs away from earlier drafts as
recently as Friday that had directed state leaders to deploy the National
Guard to help hospitals with daily data submissions. It now includes the
National Guard among states’ options for improving the data flow.


“Decades of research on an HIV vaccine boosts the bid for one
against coronavirus” via Carolyn Y. Johnson and Lenny Bernstein of


Corona nation
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The Washington Post — Those decades of research into HIV have
taught scientists an enormous amount about the immune system,
honed vaccine technologies now being repurposed against the
coronavirus and created a worldwide infrastructure of clinical trial
networks that can be pivoted from HIV to the pathogen that causes the
disease COVID-19. Laboratories, testing sites and recruitment networks
that were rushed into action against the coronavirus exist because of
the enormous amount of money spent on HIV. Equipment and expertise
is in place. Infection control has been upgraded. Regulators are
engaged.


  


“Faulty data collection raises questions about Donald Trump’s
claims on PPP program” via Jonathan O'Connell, Emma Brown,
Steven Rich and Aaron Gregg of The Washington Post — A trove of
data on $517 billion in emergency small-business loans contains
numerous errors that cast doubt on the Trump administration’s jobs
claims and obscure the real economic impact of the program. An
analysis of data on 4.9 million loans released last week by the Small
Business Administration shows that many companies are reported to
have “retained” far more workers than they employ. In some cases, the
agency’s jobs claim for entire industries surpasses the total number of
workers in those sectors. And for more than 875,000 borrowers, the
data shows that zero jobs were supported or no information is listed at
all.


“White House signals openness to unemployment compromise as
crucial deadline looms for 30 million Americans” via Jeff Stein,
Andrew Van Dam and Eli Rosenberg of The Washington Post — Senior
Trump administration officials have begun signaling their willingness to
approve a narrow extension of the enhanced unemployment benefits
helping tens of millions of jobless Americans hurt by the coronavirus
pandemic. Many economists warn the disappearance of this enormous
federal stimulus, created in March, could hinder the economic recovery
and deprive millions of Americans of a vital financial lifeline. Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin said on CNBC last week that the
administration’s priority was ensuring that future benefits amount to “no
more” than 100 percent of a worker’s prior wages.


Corona economics
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Larry Kudlow, left, director of the National Economic Council, and Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin in early July. MUST CREDIT: Washington Post photo


by Jonathan Newton


“DEO launches online tool geared to help claimants locked out of
accounts” via Sasha Jones of NBC Miami — The Department of
Economic Opportunity has released a new online tool to help people
locked out of their accounts due to suspected fraud. Last week, the
DEO has launched a partnership with the technology company ID.me.
According to the DEO, "This site is for claimants who are currently
locked out of their CONNECT account due to suspected fraud.
Individuals who received an email from DEO are invited to click the link
provided to submit additional documentation." The latest roadblock for
unemployed people is a message in his CONNECT portal that states
the DEO “is unable to authenticate his identity at this time.” This is not
the first time the DEO has released a tool related to identity verification.


“Amazon, Kroger and other big U.S. retailers have ended some
pandemic pay raises for essential workers.” via The New York
Times — Many retailers across the United States have quietly stopped
paying their employees “hero pay,” despite surging virus numbers
across the country. Their rationale is that the panic buying that flooded
stores during the early days of the pandemic has waned. Stop & Shop
is the latest retailer to end the 10% pay raise it previously gave its
56,000 employees, as an acknowledgment that their work was essential
and appreciated. Amazon, Kroger and Albertsons have also ended
pandemic hourly pay raises, though some of them continue to give out
bonuses. ShopRite said it planned to end its $2-an-hour raise early next
month. While health threats and other challenges for workers remain,
the economics for their employers have changed. The surging sales of
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March, which allowed some retailers to pay for raises, have slumped at
some stores.


“‘I can’t keep doing this:’ Small-business owners are giving up” via
Emily Flitter of The New York Times — The resurgence of the virus,
especially in states such as Texas, Florida and California that had
begun to reopen, has introduced a far darker reality for many small
businesses: Their temporary closures might become permanent. Nearly
66,000 businesses have folded since March 1, according to data from
Yelp, which provides a platform for local businesses to advertise their
services and has been tracking announcements of closings posted on
its site. Christopher Stanton, an associate professor at Harvard
Business School, said it was difficult to accurately gauge how many
small businesses were closing because, once they shut their doors for
good, the owners were hard to reach.


“Slight gains in optimism for small businesses amid coronavirus
resurgence” via Drew Dixon of Florida Politics — Small business
owners are starting to show some signs of optimism in the era of
coronavirus, according to survey results from the National Federation of
Independent Businesses. The national “Small Business Optimism
Index” increased to 100.6 in June, the NFIB reported. That’s up 6.2
points over May. Small business owners generally expect sales to
rebound up to 13% this month over the lowest points during of the
pandemic in April when sales were nearly annihilated for many retailers.
Record cases continue to be recorded in Florida in particular. While
optimism remains on the upswing for many small business owners,
June data shows economic realities were lagging.


“A record 5.4 million Americans have lost health insurance, study
finds” via The New York Times — The coronavirus pandemic stripped
an estimated 5.4 million Americans of their health insurance between
February and May, a stretch in which more adults became uninsured
because of job losses than have ever lost coverage in a single year.
The study found that the estimated increase in uninsured laid-off
workers over the three-month period was nearly 40 percent higher than
the highest previous increase, which occurred during the recession of
2008 and 2009. In that period, 3.9 million adults lost insurance.


“Delta sees travel rebound stalling on surge in U.S. virus” via Mary
Schlangenstein of Bloomberg — Delta Air Lines slashed plans to
restore some service after a resurgence in U.S. coronavirus cases
squelched a fledgling recovery in travel demand. The airline will add
back no more than 500 flights in August instead of the 1,000 it had
planned. It doesn’t see adding much more through year-end. “Demand
growth has largely stalled,” CEO Ed Bastian said. “The pace of
improvement from this point is going to depend on consumers’
confidence in flying.” The CEO’s caution underscored the risk for
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airlines that surging Covid-19 cases will upend their efforts to coax
customers back onto planes after an unprecedented collapse in
demand earlier this year. United Airlines warned last week that it was
seeing a sharp drop in bookings.


  


“Global vaccine plan may allow rich countries to buy more” via
Maria Cheng of The Associated Press — Politicians and public health
leaders have publicly committed to equitably sharing any coronavirus
vaccine that works, but the top global initiative to make that happen
may allow rich countries to reinforce their own stockpiles while making
fewer doses available for poor ones. Activists warn that without stronger
attempts to hold political, pharmaceutical and health leaders
accountable, vaccines will be hoarded by rich countries in an unseemly
race to inoculate their populations first. While no country can afford to
buy doses of every potential vaccine candidate, many poor ones can’t
afford to place such speculative bets at all.


A volunteer receives a COVID-19 test vaccine injection developed at the
University of Oxford in Britain, at the Chris Hani Baragwanath hospital in Soweto,


Johannesburg, South Africa. Image via AP.


“First COVID-19 vaccine tested in U.S. poised for final testing” via
Lauran Neergaard of The Associated Press — The first COVID-19
vaccine tested in the U.S. revved up people’s immune systems just the
way scientists had hoped, researchers reported Tuesday as the shots
are poised to begin key final testing. “No matter how you slice this, this
is good news,” Dr. Anthony Fauci, the U.S. government’s top
infectious disease expert. Researchers reported anxiously awaited
findings from the first 45 volunteers who rolled up their sleeves back in
March. Sure enough, the vaccine provided a hoped-for immune boost.


More corona
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There’s no guarantee but the government hopes to have results around
the end of the year, record-setting speed for developing a vaccine.


“Duke Energy preparing for normal billing for Florida customers
post-COVID-19” via Drew Dixon of Florida Politics — Florida customers
of Duke Energy who might be undergoing financial strain due to the
coronavirus outbreak will still get some leniency from the company at
least until September. The energy company said residents in the
Sunshine State who are Duke customers will not face any
disconnection actions for unpaid bills at least until Sept. 1. The
company said it’s still assisting its Florida customers who are facing
hardship due to the COVID-19 resurgence. the company said in a
statement on its website that it’s likely to return to standard billing
practices and payments in mid-August. “Our customers remain our top
priority. Many of them are facing unprecedented adversity during this
pandemic. We want to be thoughtful and provide extended payment
options to avoid power interruptions during the pandemic,” said
Catherine Stempien, Duke Energy Florida president.


“Sex in a pandemic: For liberals, more Netflix and less chill” via
Justin Lehmiller of POLITICO — Simply put, there’s a sizable partisan
gap in how the coronavirus is affecting Americans’ sex lives. Liberals
were significantly more likely than conservatives to report a decline in
their sex lives since the start of the pandemic. They reported less desire
for sex in general, a lower frequency of sex with a partner and a lower
likelihood of experimenting with new sexual activities at the time when
most of the country was locked down. In general, liberals were more
likely than conservatives to report higher levels of stress, more
loneliness and more preoccupation with death during this time. All of
these factors have a tendency to put a damper on sexual desire and
interest.
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“Partially blinded by police” via Meg Kelly, Joyce Sohyun Lee and
Jon Swaine of The Washington Post — An analysis found that eight
people lost vision in one eye after being struck by police projectiles,
including lead pellets packed in cloth pouches that were fired from
shotguns. They were among 12 people who were partially blinded by
police during a week of national unrest. Of the eight who lost sight that
day, six were protesters, one was a photojournalist, and another was a
passerby. Drawing on cellphone and surveillance videos, along with
other records, The Washington Post reconstructed the circumstances of
three of those incidents in detail.


Several people lost vision in one eye after being struck by police projectiles.
Image via The Washington Post.


“Miami police say officer caught on video pressing forearm into
suspect’s neck acted properly” via Charles Rabin of the Miami Herald
— Miami police said they would take no action against an officer who
appeared to use a neck restraint technique on a suspected watch thief
during an arrest in downtown Miami on Monday that was recorded on a
cellphone camera. A statement released by the agency Tuesday
afternoon, after reviewing the arrest report, the video and the response
to resistance report, said that the officer used the proper amount of
force when he appeared to press his forearm into the side of the man’s
neck three times to subdue him outside of Miami’s Seybold Jewelry
Building.


“State Attorney Aramis Ayala releases list of Central Florida cops
with questionable credibility as witnesses” via Tess Sheets and Jeff
Weiner of the Orlando Sentinel — More than three dozen current and
former Central Florida law enforcement employees are included in
Ayala’s Brady list, which alerts prosecutors to “proceed with caution”
when using them as witnesses in criminal cases. The list, which was


Smoldering
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released publicly for the first time by the State Attorney’s Office
Tuesday, includes law enforcement personnel from eight agencies
across Orange and Osceola counties whose credibility Ayala’s team
determined had been called into question. Those named on the list
include Orlando police officer Jonathan Mills and Robert Schellhorn,
another OPD officer whose expletive-laden Facebook tirade prompted
the agency to amend its social media policy.


“Pensacola protester carried across bridge invokes 'stand your
ground' law” via Kevin Robinson of the Pensacola News Journal —
The local demonstrator who was arrested after being carried across the
Pensacola Bay Bridge on the hood of an SUV has invoked the "stand
your ground" defense. Jason Uphaus was part of a line of protesters
who blocked access the bridge June 7 to raise awareness of the Black
Lives Matter movement. Cellphone videos show that a motorist, later
identified as Nathan Matusz, drove up to the protesters and forced his
way through the picket line, carrying Uphaus off on the hood of the
vehicle. Uphaus damaged a side mirror of the SUV and was ultimately
charged with criminal mischief and disorderly conduct. Matusz was not
charged in the incident.


“Petitions, protests and … prosecutorial discretion: Leon County
residents push for justice, equity on 6th anniversary of Dan Markel
murder” via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — Six years after FSU
law professor Markel was murdered in his home by hitmen hired by
family members of his ex-wife, Wendi Adelson, his friends initiated a
petition urging State Attorney Jack Campbell to bring charges. The
three accomplices that were hired to carry out the killing have already
been arrested, but the family members who hired them remain free. Is it
a coincidence that the three arrested parties are all poor people of
color, while the Adelsons are wealthy, white, and politically connected?
How can the state use a common set of facts to make a case against
two hitmen — and win! — without even trying to make a case against
the people who hired them?
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The murder-for-hire of FSU professor Dan Markel exposes a possible class bias
between those connected with money and those without.


“We must define anti-Semitism in order to fight it effectively” via
Brian Siegal and Andreas Siegal of the Miami Herald — Since March,
anti-Semitic conspiracy theories have proliferated online, and some
people objecting to government stay-at-home orders have invoked Nazi
symbols in public as well. Protesters in Michigan, for example,
displayed swastikas, a blowup doll of the governor adorned with a Hitler
mustache and Nazi armband; those in Illinois held signs comparing the
governor, who is Jewish, to Hitler. Tackling global problems requires
international cooperation. As part of this effort, American Jewish
Committee and Germany have worked closely together for 75 years to
promote democratic values and fight anti-Semitism.


“Florida School for the Deaf and Blind, UNF staffers’ anti-Semitic
salute photos resurface” via Christen Kelly of The Florida Times-
Union — Alumni of a deaf college fraternity are coming under fire after
resurfaced photos from the 1980s showed members doing what looks
like an anti-Semitic salute. Gallaudet University, a college serving the
deaf community in Washington, D.C., announced last month that it was
suspending the Kappa Gamma fraternity that has become “the face of
racism” on campus. Kappa Gamma is the school’s oldest fraternity and
has a long history of controversy on campus, according to Deaf Vee, a
news organization covering the deaf community. Over the years,
students complained that fraternity members used the Nazi salute and
wore ceremonial robes that resembled Ku Klux Klan robes. The
fraternity was suspended multiple times in the ’90s due to racism as
well as hazing.
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“U.S. plans to restrict Mexico, Canada border crossings until late
August” via Sabrina Rodriguez and Daniel Lippman of POLITICO —
The Trump administration is planning to extend restrictions barring
nonessential travel across the Mexican and Canadian borders until at
least late August as coronavirus cases and deaths continue to spike in
the U.S. and Mexico. The U.S., in separate agreements with Mexico
and Canada, will make a formal announcement before July 21 that
nonessential travel will be restricted for at least another 30 days. It will
be the fourth time border restrictions have been extended since the
partial closure was first announced in March as a measure to stop the
spread of the coronavirus.


D.C. matters
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The Donald Trump administration is planning to extend restrictions barring
nonessential travel across the Mexican and Canadian borders until at least late


August. Image via AP.


“Trump administration drops plan to deport international students
in online-only classes” via Juan Perez, Jr. of POLITICO — Two of the
country’s top universities won a major victory over the Trump
administration on Tuesday after the government agreed to halt its plan
to deport international college students who only use online courses to
study this fall. U.S. District Court Judge Allison Burroughs announced
the government's reversal during a teleconferenced hearing. The
decision marks a stunning retreat for the Trump administration, which
left schools and students reeling following a July 6 announcement that
spurred additional lawsuits and condemnation from a growing list of
states, schools, politicians, labor unions and tech sector giants. Now
that the policy and related guidance to schools are withdrawn, foreign
students can continue to follow relaxed government standards on the
use of online classes.


“Nancy Pelosi ‘absolutely’ would skip August recess to reach
coronavirus stimulus deal” via Fadel Allassan of Axios — Speaker
Nancy Pelosi told CNN on Tuesday she would "absolutely" be willing
to forgo the House's August recess to reach a deal for another relief
package to help the country battle the health and economic crises
caused by the coronavirus. Pelosi indicated the package would earmark
money for coronavirus testing and contact tracing, as well as assistance
for state and local governments whose budgets are in dire financial
straits due to revenue shortfalls caused by the recession. Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said Monday that Senate
Republicans will open negotiations with Democrats once they finish
their own proposal for the next round of stimulus next week.
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“Congress seeks relief for Florida’s struggling agriculture
industry” via Hannah Farrow of the Tampa Bay Times — The initial
pandemic outbreak caused many farmers in Florida to plow under their
crops for an estimated loss of more than $500 million. “U.S. specialty
crop producers continue to be undercut by high volumes of low-priced
Mexican produce due to the prevailing trade environment, which has
persisted over the past several decades,” said John Walt Boatright,
Director of National Affairs for the Florida Farm Bureau Federation.
Boatright said the pandemic losses emphasized the importance of
having a strong trade policy. “It’s absolutely critical for southeastern
agriculture, and Florida agriculture in particular, to remain vibrant, to
remain stable.”


Actual email via Citizens for the Republican — "Florida statewide
polling reveals vast majority of Donald Trump voters unhappy with
logging in Alaska’s Tongass National Forest to benefit China."


  


“Florida urges U.S. Supreme Court to keep stay on felon voting” via
Bobby Caina Calvan of The Associated Press — The state of Florida is
urging the U.S. Supreme Court to reject a bid by voting rights
advocates to lift a stay on a lower court’s ruling that allowed Florida
felons to regain the right to vote, regardless of unpaid fines and other
financial obligations. Earlier this month, the Atlanta-based 11th Circuit
Court of Appeals agreed to review a ruling in May by a Tallahassee
U.S. District Court judge that ordered the state to give hundreds of
thousands of felons access to the ballot box under a voter-approved
initiative known as Amendment 4. The appellate court has scheduled a
hearing on the matter for Aug. 18, the same day as Florida’s primary.
The deadline to register for that election is July 20.


Happening today — The State Board of Education meets to discuss
legislative and budget issues, 9 a.m., Strawberry Crest High School,
4691 Gallagher Road, Dover.


Happening today — The Revenue Estimating Conference meets to
discuss the state’s financial outlook after the 2020 Session, 2 p.m.,
Room 117 of the Knott Building.


“Court weighs penalties for local gun regulations” via Dara Kam of
the News Service of Florida — Imposing stiff penalties on city and
county officials who approve gun regulations that go beyond state
firearms laws came under scrutiny, as an appeals court considers a
lower-court ruling in lawsuits filed after the 2018 mass shooting at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Broward County. Dozens of
city and county officials filed the lawsuits challenging a 2011 state law
that threatens the penalties. Leon County Circuit Judge Charles


Statewide
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Dodson last July ruled that, while the Legislature has the authority to
prevent local governments from passing gun regulations that are stricter
than state laws, local officials cannot be punished for enacting such
measures.


An appeals court is considering a Florida state law that would enact penalties and
municipalities that pass stringent gun restrictions.


“Ex-official pleads guilty in $5M hurricane fraud scheme” via The
Associated Press — A Florida city official pleaded guilty Tuesday to his
role in a scheme to bilk the federal government out of $5 million in
Hurricane Michael cleanup money, the U.S. attorney’s office
announced. Former Lynn Haven community services director David
Wayne Horton pleaded guilty to wire fraud, which can carry a penalty
of up to 20 years in prison, U.S. Attorney Lawrence Keefe said in a
news release. Sentencing is scheduled for Sept. 29. Horton admitted to
signing and certifying fraudulent timesheets that claimed workers had
performed hurricane cleanup work for the city, Keefe’s office said. Four
other charged in the scheme, including former Lynn Haven City
Manager Michael White, had previously pleaded guilty.


“Lawmaker denies using anti-gay slur during radio call” via Ryan
Nichol of Florida Politics — Rep. Al Jacquet is denying using an anti-
gay slur directed at Commissioner Omari Hardy after Hardy accused
him of using the language last week. Hardy made the allegations last
Thursday. “A Haitian-American supporter called me this morning and
informed me that he heard my ad on Haitian radio yesterday and that
Rep. Jacquet called the radio station after my ad was played and told
listeners to disregard my radio spot because it was a ‘gay’ spot,” Hardy
said. Jacquet did not respond to comment when reached by Florida
Politics. Now, he is citing a letter from Sak Pase FM denying making
the remarks.


“New Lauren’s Kids PSA warns of ‘real dangers’ for children being
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targeted by predators on TikTok” via Florida Politics — Lauren’s Kids
is releasing a new Public Service Announcement warning parents of the
danger that their children could be targeted by predators on the popular
TikTok app. The fictionalized ad features a young girl filming a dance
video on the app. She then receives a message from an adult man
telling her, “send me another video … just for me.” The PSA then
shows the young girl walking into her room, locking her door, and
dropping her dress as she begins to film. “With 1 in 5 children being
sexually solicited online it’s more important than ever we bring
awareness to these very real dangers,” said Sen. Lauren Book,
founder and CEO of Lauren’s Kids. TikTok has been under scrutiny in
recent weeks due to security concerns. U.S. Sen. Rick Scott has
pushed for a ban on the app, which is owned by a China-based
company.


“Florida Phoenix labeled ‘hyperpartisan’ in Harvard’s NiemanLab
journalism analysis” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics —
Florida Phoenix, a relatively new online news platform based in
Tallahassee, landed on a list of publications labeled “hyperpartisan
sites” that are “masquerading as local news.” NiemanLab, an arm of
Harvard aimed at promoting and elevating the standards of journalism,
listed more than 400 partisan media outlets nationwide. Florida Phoenix
was the only one in Florida listed with a liberal bent, the rest were
conservative. But none are as forward-facing as Florida Phoenix, which
has attracted veteran reporters like Mitch Perry and Craig Pittman.
The Nieman Lab analysis found most of the identified sites were “often
funded and operated by government officials, political candidates,
PACs, and political party operatives,” though they didn’t break out
individual outlets to list which publications were culprits.


“State alleges Miami developer ‘cheated’ to get federal housing
funds” via Florida Politics staff reports — Staff at Florida’s state
housing agency has accused one of the largest affordable-housing
developers in the state, Housing Trust Group, of cheating in a recent
procurement of tens of millions of dollars in federal housing resources
in Miami-Dade County. The allegations stem from a cap set by the
Florida Housing Finance Corporation on the number of applications that
a single developer could submit for a share of the funding. HTG is
accused of bypassing the three-application cap by submitting
applications through various “shell” companies owned by individuals
that are related to HTG by blood, marriage, or ongoing business
relationships. The agency discussed the matter during a June board
meeting, where board member Sandra Einhorn called for “clear
consequences” for “bad actors.”
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“Joe Biden campaign turns to COVID-19: ‘I will not abandon you’”
via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Biden is turning the focus of his
campaign advertising to the coronavirus crisis in Florida and three other
hard-hit states, including in an ad where promises Floridians, “I will not
abandon you.” The campaign announced Tuesday morning that
beginning with its latest ad, the former Vice President will be presenting
the COVID-19 outbreak this summer as a genuine crisis, with the
implication that Trump is ignoring it, even for simple things like
declarations that people should wear masks. The 1-minute spot
“Tough” begins running Tuesday in Florida. Similar ads, tailored to
other states, will run in Arizona, North Carolina, and Texas. The Texas
ads will be the campaign’s first general election commercials there.


2020
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Joe Biden vows not to abandon people in states hard-hit by coronavirus. Image
via AP.


“Biden unveils $2 trillion climate plan with energy revamp” via The
Associated Press — Biden released a $2 trillion plan Tuesday aimed at
combating climate change and spurring economic growth in part by
overhauling America’s energy industry, with a proposal to achieve
entirely carbon pollution-free power by 2035. “These are the most
critical investments we can make for the long-term health and vitality of
both the American economy and the physical health and safety of the
American people,” Biden said during remarks to reporters near his
home in Wilmington, Delaware. Biden acknowledged that the economy
is in “crisis” because of the COVID-19 pandemic, but said it offers “an
incredible opportunity, not just to build back to where we were before,
but better, stronger, more resilient and more prepared for the
challenges that lie ahead.”


“Biden makes sharp pivot toward Latino vote” via Marc Caputo of
Politico — Biden is conducting a massive turnaround campaign, hiring a
rash of Hispanic operatives, spending $1 million in Spanish-language
outreach and signing one of the nation’s top pollsters in the field, Latino
Decisions. He’s already leading among Hispanic voters. But if Biden
can get the same level of support and turnout as Hillary Clinton did in
2016 — while continuing to do better than she did among Black and
White voters — he’s all but guaranteed to win the crucial battlegrounds
of Florida and Arizona.


“Trump pivots to self-pity with polls sinking, pandemic worsening”
via Josh Wingrove and Mario Parker of Bloomberg — Trump swept to
power by championing the hardships of forgotten men and women, but
his reelection bid has so far centered on the plight of just one person:
himself. Trump is struggling to respond to a resurgent pandemic, an
economic downturn and nationwide protests for racial justice. The
coronavirus has weakened the central plank of his campaign — the
economy — while mostly scuttling the rallies that he thrives on. While
those crises raged, Trump’s tweeted “POLITICAL WITCH HUNT!” and
complained about “PRESIDENTIAL HARASSMENT!” All the current
crises could make any President seeking reelection feel unlucky. But
most of his predecessors, when faced with hardship, kept those
feelings to themselves and focused their public statements on the
misfortunes of the electorate. Not Trump.


“The QAnon candidates are here. Trump has paved their way.” via
Matthew Rosenberg and Jennifer Steinhauer of The New York Times
— Marjorie Taylor Greene, a Georgia Republican who is perhaps the
most unabashedly pro-QAnon candidate for Congress, has drawn a
positive tweet from Trump. She recently declared that QAnon was “a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to take this global cabal of Satan-
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worshiping pedophiles out.” More than two years after QAnon, which
the F.B.I. has labeled a potential domestic terrorism threat, emerged
from the troll-infested corners of the internet, the movement’s
supporters are morphing from keyboard warriors into political
candidates. And even as party leaders publicly distance themselves
from the movement, they are quietly supporting some QAnon-linked
candidates.


“Kanye West’s short-lived attempt to get on the 2020 ballot” via Ben
Jacobs of New York Magazine — July 4, West tweeted that he was
running for president. It was treated as one of his typical grandiloquent
pronouncements. The tweet sparked a lot of opinion pieces, cable news
segments, and even a question in an Oval Office interview with Trump.
On the morning of July 9, TMZ reported that West’s family was
concerned that the billionaire rapper was suffering a bipolar episode
based on his presidential aspirations. It may not happen this year, but
certainly West could run for president in the future.


“Democrats set sights on expanding House majority amid GOP
troubles” via Rachael Bade of The Washington Post — Two months
ago, Republicans were upbeat about their 2020 prospects following the
surprise victory of GOP Rep. Mike Garcia in a California special
election to replace Democratic Rep. Katie Hill, who had resigned. But
Trump’s bungled coronavirus response and his embrace of
Confederate statues and other divisive messages are now causing
heartburn for down-ballot Republicans, allowing Democrats to go on
offense in hopes of expanding their majority in the House. In recent
days, nonpartisan political handicappers have moved several races in
Texas as well as GOP seats in suburban across the country in
Democrats’ favor. At the DCCC, political aides are eyeing races in
Alaska and Montana, two GOP-held states the party never dreamed
would be potentially in play.


Florida Democrats consider ditching Terrie Rizzo over PPP fiasco
— Florida Democratic Party Chair Rizzo could get the boot over the
party’s acceptance of Paycheck Protection Program funds aimed at
keeping small businesses afloat during the pandemic. As reported by
Matt Dixon of POLITICO Florida, during a July 8 meeting, members of
FDP’s Budget and Finance Committee wanted answers on why the
party took the funds and why the committee wasn’t in the loop on the
decision. “It was a very tense and blunt meeting and, yes, it was implied
that they could all be removed when our party reorganizes later this
year,” said a party official who attended the meeting.
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Florida Democrats are considering giving Terri Rizzo the boot over the PPP loan
debacle.


Spotted — Dean Mead’s Jennifer Ungru among panelists on the
University of Southern California Election Cybersecurity Initiative. The
USC Election Cybersecurity Initiative is a new nonpartisan independent
project, supported by Google, to help protect campaigns and elections
and is conducting cybersecurity workshops in all 50 states.


“Facebook should ditch political ads altogether. No one will miss
them” via Jon Healey of the Miami Herald — Facebook may finally stop
lending its enormously powerful microphone and amplifier to deceitful
politicians and manipulative campaigns. And in doing so, it would also
block truthful candidates who are just trying to correct the record,
outline their policies or encourage people to get out and vote. It’s a fair
trade as far as I’m concerned. Officials at the social-networking giant
were discussing a temporary ban on political advertising to reduce the
spread of misleading, questionable or false material on the site in the
run-up to the November election.


  


“Headed to the Convention? Not I, more Republicans are saying”
via The New York Times — Sens. Roy Blunt of Missouri and Pat
Roberts of Kansas are planning to skip the Republican National
Convention next month as the host state of Florida deals with the
biggest outbreak of coronavirus cases in the nation. Representatives
Mario Diaz-Balart and Francis Rooney of Florida are sticking with


Convention countdown
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their plans not to attend, even though the convention is now in their
home state. Marco Rubio, Florida’s senior senator, has not committed
to attending. Neither has John Thune of South Dakota, the second-
ranking Senate Republican, or Rep. Liz Cheney of Wyoming, the third-
ranking House Republican.


— “‘We are the next epicenter’: Jacksonville City Councilman
decries city’s Republican National Convention push” via A.G.
Gancarski of Florida Politics


“Republicans said to be planning to move some convention events
outdoors” via Maggie Haberman of The New York Times — With
coronavirus cases surging in Florida, Republicans are planning to move
the three nights of their national convention from an indoor arena to an
outdoor venue in Jacksonville, but it’s still unclear how many people will
be allowed to attend the events. The two outdoor options they’ve been
examining are near the arena. Trump often shifts positions, and officials
emphasized that the plans could change. Officials remain uncertain
about whether a capacity crowd would be allowed to attend outdoor
events, or if there would be restrictions to prevent people from being too
close to one another.


A coronavirus testing site in Jacksonville. The increase in COVID-19 could force
the RNC outdoors. Image via The New York Times.


“‘Tens of millions’ raised for Trump’s Republican convention in
Jacksonville, Mayor says” via David Smiley of the Miami Herald —
Fundraising for the Republican National Convention in Jacksonville has
gone well, the city’s Mayor said Tuesday — despite the logistical
handicaps that have come with planning a rushed convention during a
pandemic. “Fundraising is strong,” said Mayor Lenny Curry, the co-
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chairman of the 2020 Jacksonville Host Committee. “I don’t know the
exact dollars that have been raised. I mean, it’s definitely in the tens of
millions to put the event on.” Questions about the ability to raise the
money needed to host RNC in late August have persisted since it was
announced most of the convention would be moved from Charlotte,
North Carolina, to Jacksonville after a dispute over how many pandemic
precautions would be needed to keep crowds safe.


“Jacksonville Mayor on COVID-19: `Unrealistic to postpone
everything’” via Beth Reese Cravey of The Florida Times-Union —
Curry said Tuesday he supported Duval County Public Schools’ efforts
to reopen in August, saying his children and everyone else’s are ready
to return to the classroom. “I trust they are going to do that safely and
responsibly. I believe kids need to be back. I know my kids need to be
back,” he said. “We must get kids and teens back to a normal life. ... It
is unrealistic to postpone everything.” Also, Curry said he was
monitoring the spread of COVID-19, including hospitalizations, but had
no particular benchmark that would prompt him to halt the Republican
National Convention planned in Jacksonville next month.
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“Judson Sapp campaign sorting out assets behind $250K loan” via
Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Where did Sapp’s money come
from? Sapp’s campaign officials insist that the $250,000 he presented
to his campaign was his own and did not originate from any outside
loans from individuals or banks. The money, they said, came from his
inheritance from his late mother’s estate and the sale of a house. But
that opens questions about why the money has never shown up in any
of Sapp’s federal candidate financial disclosures, which he filed as
recently as May 15, and previously last December, and in May of 2018.
On March 31, Sapp’s campaign deposited a $250,000 personal check
from Sapp, effectively a loan from the candidate to his campaign.
Sapp’s campaign treasurer Nancy Watkins said the loan came from
Sapp’s personal assets and did not originate from anyone else’s loans
or donations to him.


“Amy Pope Wells has $150K banked ahead of CD 3 primary” via
Drew Wilson of Florida Politics — Wells finished the second quarter
with more than $150,000 in the bank as the packed Republican primary
for Florida’s 3rd Congressional District approaches. Wells raised more
than $160,000 in the final 10 days of the April through June reporting
period. The flurry of contributions is nearly triple the $57,000 Wells had
raised through March 31. “I am excited that my pro-Trump,
Conservative message is resonating with voters and donors. We have
built a formidable grassroots campaign that will have the resources to
win,” Wells said in a news release. “I look forward to continuing our
strong fundraising, spreading our Conservative message and finishing
strong next month.” Wells’ campaign credits conservative spending for
the six-figure war chest five weeks out from the primary election.


“Leo Valentin hits CD 7 airwaves with ad pledging to drain the
swamp” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Valentin is striking first
on the Central Florida TV battlefield with his first commercial blaming
American chaos on “extreme liberals” and vowing to stand with Trump if
elected in Florida’s 7th Congressional District. Valentin, an Orlando
radiologist, is seeking to establish himself in the Make America Great
Again lane, in a three-way battle for the August 18 Republican primary
for a shot at Democratic Rep. Stephanie Murphy. On Tuesday he is
launching a TV commercial, a 30-second spot called “New Generation,”
which seeks to raise dire warnings about career politicians and extreme
liberals and pledges to be part of a new generation of conservative
Republicans ready to come to Trump’s aid in draining the swamp.


To watch, click on the image below:


More from the trail
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“Charlie Crist raises $300K in Q2, has $3.1M on hand” via Janelle
Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — Crist raised more than $300,000 in
the second quarter of 2020, his campaign announced Monday. The
latest earnings, brought in April 1 through June 30, bring his overall
cash on hand to $3.1 million. “Our nation is facing unprecedented
challenges due to COVID-19, so my focus remains on the constituent
service and leadership that Pinellas County voters deserve,” Crist said
in a statement. “I’m very grateful for the continued outpouring of support
to our campaign because it allows us to focus on the people’s work and
leave politics until the fall.” Crist is unopposed in the Democratic
primary but faces an onslaught of potential challenges from a crowded
Republican field.


“Congressional candidate Casey Askar suing man who filed
criminal complaint against him” via Devan Patel of the Naples Daily
News — Askar has filed suit against a man who accused him of
misrepresenting his educational background. Askar's legal
representatives have filed a two-count defamation lawsuit in Collier
County against Andrew Duskin, who, two weeks ago, filed a criminal
complaint against Askar, alleging that he mischaracterized his
postgraduate education at Harvard Business School. Duskin's
complaint alleged that Askar was not a Harvard Business School
graduate and attended a nondegree conferring executive program,
Owner/President Management.


“Florida Family Action endorses Byron Donalds in CD 19” via Jacob
Ogles of Florida Politics — The Florida Family Action is endorsing
Donalds, the group announced Tuesday. The support could prove
critical as Donalds aims to energize social conservatives in a high-
profile Republican primary in Southwest Florida. “I would tell the people
watching that it’s time that we send true conservative leadership to
Washington,” Donalds said. “I am that candidate.” Founder John
Stemberger traveled to Fort Myers to deliver the group’s support in
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front of the Old Lee County Courthouse. “Byron Donalds is a husband,
is a father, and is a model citizen,” Stemberger said. “He’s a man of
integrity. He’s a man of honesty and a man of principle. “And in my
opinion, Byron Donald’s is the future of the Republican Party in
America.”


“Former Collier County School Board member files ethical
complaint against Donalds” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics —
Kelly Lichter in the complaint says Donalds, now a candidate for
Congress, lied about his arrest record when he applied for multiple
appointments and licenses. “Mr. Donalds has falsely and criminally
completed regulatory applications by not disclosing either the sealed
charge for receiving bribes or the dismissed charge for distributing
marijuana,” Lichter writes in a complaint to the Florida Commission on
Ethics. The complaint makes note of past charges that have been
highlighted in a recent attack ad by a super PAC. Those include a 1997
misdemeanor charge for distributing marijuana dismissed as part of a
diversion agreement, and a 2000 arrest for receiving bribes.


“Dane Eagle’s first TV ad draws contrast to untested self-funders”
via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Eagle suggests Southwest Florida
avoid electing someone based solely on slick television ads. He makes
the point in a new video reaching Fox News viewers. The TV spot
stresses the Congressional candidate’s current role as House Majority
Leader in the Florida Legislature. And he does so with footage of Trump
dropping the title at the Israeli American Council National Summit. The
ad also closes with Trump saying “Thank you, Dane.” The bulk of the
ad stresses the need for an experienced policymaker representing
Florida’s 19th Congressional District. “I’m running for Congress
because experience matters,” Eagle says in the ad.


To watch, click on the image below:


“Debbie Mucarsel-Powell outraises Gimenez in latest fundraising
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quarter” via Alex Daugherty of the Miami Herald — Mucarsel-Powell
raised over $835,000 in the last three months while her most likely
Republican challenger, Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Gimenez, raised
over $617,000. Both campaigns announced the totals in news releases.
Campaigns must file complete reports detailing the names of donors
and size of donations to the Federal Elections Commission on
Wednesday. Mucarsel-Powell has a sizable lead over Gimenez in cash-
on-hand. Her campaign said she has over $2.8 million to spend while
the Gimenez campaign said he has $860,000 to spend. The bulk of that
money will likely be spent on advertising in the weeks leading up to
Election Day.


“Daphne Campbell falsely says she’s ‘never’ been a party to a civil
lawsuit” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Campbell recently told the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel she had “never” been a party to a civil
lawsuit. A simple search of the Miami-Dade County Courts website
shows that’s not true. The Miami-Dade County Courts website lists 10
different cases where Campbell was a named party. In nine of those 10
cases, Campbell was listed as the defendant, meaning she was the one
being sued. At least seven of those cases involve foreclosure actions
where both Campbell and her husband Hubert were named as
defendants. Only one of the 10 cases remains open.


— “Miami Gardens Mayor endorses Shevrin Jones in SD 35” via
Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


“Ana Maria Rodriguez nabs Chamber of Commerce endorsement”
via Spencer Fordin of Florida Politics — The Florida Chamber of
Commerce is putting its weight behind Republican candidate Rodriguez
in the race for Senate District 39. Rodriguez has already been endorsed
by DeSantis and Sen. Anitere Flores, and she’s earned a 97% “A” on
the Florida Chamber’s 2020 Legislative Report Card. The Chamber of
Commerce cited the candidate’s track record of supporting lawsuit
abuse reform and fighting against job-killing regulations as rationale for
its support. Rodriguez, who represents Florida’s HD 105, is one of four
candidates vying for the seat Flores currently holds. Celso Alfonso has
also qualified for the race as a nonparty affiliated candidate.


“Endorsement in House race sparks controversy over LGBTQ
issues” via Margo Snipe of the Tampa Bay Times — As soon as the
Stonewall Democrats of Pinellas County endorsed Mark Oliver for
House District 70, the backlash began. In June, the organization, whose
mission is to advocate for LGBTQ equality within the Democratic Party,
announced its support for Oliver over attorney and civil rights activist
Michele Rayner, who, if elected, would be one of the first openly
LGBTQ women of color elected to Florida’s Legislature. Allegations that
Oliver made derogatory remarks regarding Rayner’s appearance and
sexuality have surfaced among LGBTQ advocates and those involved
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in local Democratic organizations.


“Adam Botana’s traffic history subject of tough new ad in HD 76”
via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Bonita Springs Republican
Botana’s own history became the subject of a campaign ad from
primary opponent Jason Maughan. The two Lee County pols face
each other in a primary for House District 76. “Who is Adam Botana?
He’s a liberal, another RINO,” a narrator says in the video. The 30-
second spot portrays Botana as a wild party animal, not a serious
business owner. With hazy photos of Botana on a waterslide in the
background, the ad then goes into Botana’s sordid driving history. “He’s
reckless,” the ad explains. ”Arrested for DUI. Cited seven times in
seven years.”


To watch, click on the image below:


“Candidate Michael Weinstein embroiled in controversy, scandals”
via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — Seattle Seahawks cornerback
Quinton Dunbar and New York Giants cornerback DeAndre Baker
were accused of armed robbery. Weinstein joined their defense two
weeks ago as co-counsel with state Rep. Michael Grieco. But then the
four witnesses recanted their sworn statements in exchange for a
$55,000 payout they say was organized by Grieco. No matter how you
cut it, the choice to join this case reflects some poor judgment on
Weinstein’s part. Either: (1) Weinstein knew he was joining a case
where his co-counsel, had bribed witnesses to assure their silence; or,
(2) Weinstein should have known; after all, he chose to align with
someone who had been publicly named in multiple Bar complaints,
ethics investigations, and scandals.


“Cuba hard-liners on opposite sides of likely future House
Speaker’s primary” via David Smiley and Bianca Padro Ocasio of the
Miami Herald — Gabriel Garcia, a little-known construction contractor
whose House District 116 campaign against Rep. Daniel Perez
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appears to be almost entirely funded by political committees, received a
bump last week when he won the endorsement of Marcell Felipe, the
president of the Miami-based Inspire America Foundation. Felipe said
in an interview that he decided to support Garcia after learning that
Perez snapped engagement photos with his now-wife in Cuba in 2017.
Perez, has fended off similar attacks in the past, easily winning a 2017
special election to claim the Westchester-to-Kendall seat and win an
extra year in the Florida House that helped him triumph in a leadership
race to become House speaker in 2024 if the party still controls the
chamber.


“Why lie? Gabriel Garcia claims to be a ‘lifelong Republican’ He’s
not” via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — Garcia is challenging
Rep. Daniel Perez in the HD 116 Republican primary. His campaign
page pitches him as an avid supporter of Trump, anti-abortion, pro-2nd
Amendment, and a hard-liner on U.S.-Cuba relations. Garcia’s zeal got
ahead of him this week when he told the Miami Herald that he’s “a
lifelong, loyal Republican.” Voter registration records show Garcia
switched his party affiliation from NPA to Republican on Nov. 30, 2017.
So, a candidate who touts himself as the Trumpiest in the race wasn’t
even eligible to vote for Trump in the 2016 primary and — assuming he
voted GOP down the ticket in 2018 — his track record as a “loyal
Republican” encompasses a single election cycle.


  


“Broward Sheriff Gregory Tony clashes with Scott Israel, his
ousted predecessor, in candidate forum” via Skyler Swisher of the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Tony traded blows with his predecessor
over-powerful unions Black Lives Matter protesters say have blocked
much-needed reforms and protected bad cops. The two Democratic
front-runners faced off in a candidate forum held by the League of
Women Voters of Broward County and the American Civil Liberties
Union ahead of the Aug. 18 primary election. Six other candidates in
the crowded field jostled to break through the pack.


“New Tony ad targets Israel” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics —
Tony is out with a new campaign ad attacking Israel. Both Tony and
Israel are competing for the job in 2020. “Fighting police brutality is my
top priority,” Tony says as he narrates the 30-second ad. “My
predecessor, Scott Israel, did nothing to stop police brutality: no
discipline, no accountability for officers using excessive force. Now we
learn Israel himself was accused of unnecessary force six times. After
all that’s happened, why would we go back to the failures of the past?”
Tony then reuses a line from his initial TV ad, which also focused on
pushing back against police brutality. “Ending it starts with who’s in
charge,” Tony says. “It starts with me.”


Down ballot
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To watch, click on the image below:


“Candidate maneuver moves Orange County commission race to
primary, when fewer people vote” via Jason Garcia of the Orlando
Sentinel — Tens of thousands of voters in West Orange County are
likely to miss out on an important local election, after a last-minute
move orchestrated by a close friend and supporter of the incumbent
and his 20-year-old stepdaughter. The race involves Orange County
Commissioner Betsy VanderLey, who is up for reelection this year in
District 1, which covers the western and southwestern parts of the
county, from Winter Garden to Walt Disney World. The 20-year-old
stepdaughter of VanderLey’s good friend, former county commissioner
Scott Boyd, filed the paperwork to be a write-in candidate in the race.
The college student’s name will never appear on the ballot. But
because she signed up, VanderLey and Wilson will now square off
during the Aug. 18 primary.



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkjktuy-edrdjlhjd-xu/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkjktuy-edrdjlhjd-ml/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkjktuy-edrdjlhjd-mr/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkjktuy-edrdjlhjd-mr/





  


“Checkpoints without checks? Secret price tags? Florida needs
COVID-crisis plan, not security theater.” via Scott Maxwell of the
Orlando Sentinel — Maybe you know Florida has a COVID-19
checkpoint set up on Interstate 95, theoretically to stop outsiders from
bringing the coronavirus to our state. By now, the checkpoint seems
backward. With Florida posting record numbers of infections, most of
America wants to stop us from leaving. Still, traffic often backs up into
Georgia as cars are funneled into one or two lanes so that troopers can
quiz drivers about where they’re coming from, collect data and then
give it to health officials to track suspected virus carriers. But I was told
the checks were still running “24 hours a day with more than a dozen
troopers in 12-hour shifts.” Except I saw zero troopers working zero
shifts.


Top opinion


  Opinions
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“We ran the CDC. No president ever politicized its science the way
Trump has.” via Tom Frieden, Jeffrey Koplan, David Satcher and
Richard Besser of The Washington Post — As of this date, the CDC
guidelines, which were designed to protect children, teachers, school
staffers and their families have not been altered. It is not unusual for
CDC guidelines to be changed or amended during a clearance process
that moves through multiple agencies and the White House. But it is
extraordinary for guidelines to be undermined after their release.
Unfortunately, their sound science is being challenged with partisan
potshots, sowing confusion and mistrust at a time when the American
people need leadership, expertise and clarity.


“What’s the plan, Gov. DeSantis?” via Lori Berman for the South
Florida Sun-Sentinel — DeSantis continues to present the country with
a lesson plan on how not to govern. Since the coronavirus began its
deadly march through Florida, Floridians have been mostly without
leadership from our Governor. Local governments were left to come up
with their own strategies to safeguard their communities and protect the
public’s health. Now, with cases surging and more than 75,000
Floridians diagnosed with COVID-19 in the last week, and over 15,000
cases diagnosed in just one day, all eyes are once again turned to
Tallahassee, and once again, Floridians are cut adrift. DeSantis spent
the last week taking a victory tour promoting and signing bills, while
doing little to protect Floridians from this virus.


“The case for reopening schools” via The Wall Street Journal editorial
board — The evidence, scientific, health and economic, argues
overwhelmingly for schools to open in the fall. Start with the relative
immunity of young children to the disease, which should reassure
parents. Risks can be managed as the Trump Administration has
suggested in its guidance to schools: Space desks six feet apart,
stagger class periods, make kids wear face coverings when possible,
keep them in the same cohort, and have them eat, play and learn
outdoors as much as possible. Teachers can also wear face shields,
and schools can use plastic barriers in higher-grade level classrooms to
separate them from kids. Teachers who are older or have underlying
health conditions deserve special accommodations. But employers and
employees in most industries are making adjustments to manage
through the pandemic, and there’s no reason schools and teachers
can’t too.
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Florida has set another record for COVID-19 fatalities reported in a
single day. The state Department of Health reports another 132
fatalities, the most in Florida since the pandemic began. The total
number of fatalities so far is 4,514.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— The state also reported almost 92,000 newly confirmed cases of
coronavirus Tuesday. That drives the total to almost 292,000 and we’re
likely to break the 300,000 mark today.


— Florida is now the epicenter of the COVID-19 crisis in America and
Miami-Dade is the epicenter for Florida. Maybe that’s why Gov.
DeSantis never removed his mask during a two-hour roundtable with
South Florida Mayors.


— As local school boards try to figure out how to reopen classrooms in


Today's Sunrise
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the middle of a pandemic, the Chancellor of Florida’s public-school
system says most parents want their kids back in school.


— A Tallahassee appeals court hears arguments over a state law that
says local officials who vote to impose new restrictions on guns can be
fined thousands of dollars and removed from office by the Governor.


— The Florida Supreme Court wants another hit of medical marijuana.
They’ve scheduled a new hearing on a challenge to the state’s law
implementing the medical marijuana amendment approved which
voters four years ago — even though they just held one in May. Sounds
like something a stoner would do.


— Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics offers a preview of the fight for the
Senate District 27 seat.


— And the interesting tale of a Florida Woman who found a special
hiding place for her crack pipe. Hopefully, it wasn’t too hot when she hid
it.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“'Star Wars' keeps sending in the clones with 'The Bad Batch'


Aloe
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series for Disney+” via Brian Lowry of CNN Entertainment — Disney+
continues to send in the clones, announcing a new animated series,
"Star Wars: The Bad Batch," spun out from the successful "Clone
Wars" franchise that recently concluded its run. Scheduled for 2021, the
latest show focuses on the experimental clones known as the Bad
Batch, which were introduced in "The Clone Wars." The story will be set
during "the immediate aftermath of the Clone War," with members of
the group using their unique skills as mercenaries. The series will again
be overseen by Dave Filoni, who has guided Lucasfilm's animation
efforts, including "Clone Wars" and "Star Wars Rebels," in addition to
branching out into live-action as one of the executive producers of "The
Mandalorian."


Send in the clones: The next Star Wars series will be a spinoff of ‘Clone Wars.’
Image via CNN.


“Disney freeing up more reservations for annual passholders at
theme parks” via Dewayne Bevil of the Orlando Sentinel — Walt
Disney World will make more theme park reservations available to its
annual passholders starting Thursday, according to the resort’s
website. There will be a bump-up for select dates in July and August for
the Magic Kingdom, Epcot and Disney’s Animal Kingdom. Absent from
that list: Disney’s Hollywood Studios. “Please note that this additional
Disney Park Pass reservation availability does not reflect an increase in
park attendance, which remains limited during this reopening period,”
the site says on a page devoted to pandemic-related updates on Disney
World experiences.


  


Best wishes to our dear friends Tom Piccolo and Ron Sachs, as well
as Rep. Michael Grant and Brigette Bello.


Happy birthday
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Rogers, Desiree D
Subject: Re: Keep Your Head Up!
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 3:08:52 PM
Attachments: Outlook-dibe0g2m.png


You're welcome Desiree!  I'm glad I could bring some sunshine to your day.  Stay strong!


From: Rogers, Desiree D <Desiree.Rogers@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:46 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Re: Keep Your Head Up!
 
WELL SAID DR. ROLLE!!!!Thank you sooo much for this!! You don’t know how much I
needed this right about now! I’ve been beyond discouraged!!!


Respectfully (Respetuosamente),


Desiree’ D. Rogers


Operations Analyst (Analista de Operaciones)


Division of Disease Control and Health Protection (División de control de enfermedades y
protección de la salud)


Bureau of Epidemiology, Immunization Section (Oficina de Epidemiología, Sección de
Inmunización)


900 University Blvd, N., Rm 104


Jacksonville, FL 32211


Office (Oficina): (904) 253-2512


Cell (Celda): (850) 491-8437


Fax: (904) 253-2471


Desiree.Rogers@flhealth.gov


For Immediate assistance with VFC, Please dial 1-877-888-7468 ( Select Option 1) or email
FloridaVFC@flhealth.govv


Para obtener assistencia inmediata con VFC, marque 1-877-888-7468 (seleccione la opción 1)
o envíe un correo electrónico a FloridaVFC@flhealth.gov


For Immediate assistance with FL Shots, please dial 1-877-888-7468, ( Select Option 2) or
email FLSHOTS@flhealth.gov
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Para obtener assistencia inmediata con FL Shots, marque 1-877-888-7468, (Seleccione la
opción 2) o envíe un correo electrónico a FLSHOTS@flhealth.gov


Mission:


To protect, promote & improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state,
county & community efforts.


Vision:


To be the Healthiest State in the Nation.


Values:


I nnovation: We search for creative solutions and manage resources wisely.


C ollaboration: We use teamwork to achieve common goals & solve problems.


A ccountability: We perform with integrity & respect.


R esponsiveness: We achieve our mission by serving our customers & engaging our partners.


E xcellence: We promote quality outcomes through learning & continuous performance
improvement.


Please note: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or
from state officials regarding state business are public records available to the public and
media upon request.


Misión:


Para proteger, promover y mejorar la salud de todas las personas en Florida mediante
esfuerzos integrados del estado, el condado y la comunidad.


Visión:


Para ser el estado más saludable de la nación.


Valores:


I nnovación: buscamos soluciones creativas y administramos los recursos sabiamente.


C ollaboración: Usamos el trabajo en equipo para alcanzar objetivos comunes y resolver
problemas.


A ccountability: Actuamos con integridad y respeto.







R osibilidad: cumplimos nuestra misión al servir a nuestros clientes y comprometer a nuestros
socios.


E xcellencia: promovemos resultados de calidad mediante el aprendizaje y la mejora continua
del rendimiento


Tenga en cuenta: Florida tiene una ley de registros públicos muy amplia. La mayoría de las
comunicaciones escritas hacia o desde los funcionarios estatales con respecto a los negocios
del estado son registros públicos disponibles para el público y los medios de comunicación
previa solicitud.


From: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:38:22 PM
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users <_CHD16all@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Keep Your Head Up!
 
Good afternoon Team Duval!
 


We are now into Week 25 of our County Health Department COVID-19 response.  A
lot has happened since I last wrote you.  We have had several team members retire
or simply decide to pursue other opportunities.  We have celebrated births, marriages,
graduations and various life events all while attempting to serve the community.  As
we were busy doing the work of public health, the world began to spiral out of control.
The COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to slowly increase, and we watched in
disbelief as the world took to the streets in response to the recent events in the United
States.  During this time, we also learned that Jacksonville would host the Republican
National Convention.  So much has happened indeed.
Please know that our work is valuable and must continue.  Now more than ever, we
need to ride the wave and build a better boat.  Or to put it a different way…in the
words of Tupac Shakur, “Keep Your Head Up!”  I know that some of you are tired and
you’re wondering when will it end?  While others are thinking, “This is what we live
for!”, “This is what we do!”.  I say to you “Keep Your Head Up!”  Public health is on
display.  Although you may not be activated to work the COVID-19 response at this
time, you are still a public health ambassador.  Your words mean something.  Every
social media post and every conversation is an opportunity to use your super power
to do good and educate those you’re connected with.
While we all have differing opinions regarding the pandemic, race and racial issues,
politics, religion, etcetera let us not allow that to hinder us from working together to
tackle the work at hand.  As a public servant, the operative word is servant.  Let us
not forget that.  We have a responsibility to protect, promote and improve the health
of all people.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you while riding the wave and
building a better boat.  Keep your head up Team Duval!!


Be well,












From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 6.3.20 — Burnin’ today: Trump, DeSantis, Floyd,


Fernández, Rodriguez, Baskin
Date: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 4:01:55 AM


The day after President Donald Trump threatened to mobilize the
military to keep the peace if Governors did not use the National Guard
to shut down protests, Gov. Ron DeSantis says demonstrations have
remained peaceful the past 24 hours.


Outcry over George Floyd’s death erupted across the country last
week and into the weekend. Protests in Miami, Tampa and elsewhere
across Florida and the country turned to looting and vandalism.


But after mobilizing 700 members of the Florida National Guard over
the weekend and 1,300 Florida Highway Patrol troopers to support local
law enforcement, DeSantis reported a peaceful day.
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Ron DeSantis mobilized nearly 700 Florida National Guard troops to help control
protests around the state.


“Over the past 24 hours, demonstrations have remained largely
peaceful thanks to these collaborative efforts,” he said. “We will remain
vigilant and stand ready in the event something changes.”


The cool-down was in large part due to curfews put in place to help law
enforcement. Tampa, which deployed 100 guardsmen over the
weekend, implemented a 7:30 p.m. curfew Sunday and Monday.
Jacksonville had a curfew in place for just Sunday. Curfews were also
in place in South Florida.


Other areas might have seen a de-escalation due to a softer approach.
St. Petersburg, Tampa’s neighbor to the west, saw relatively few issues
with protesters over the weekend and into Monday. The city worked
with groups to organize protests and afford ample opportunity for
concerned citizens to express their outrage.


By Tuesday, the city had gone farther, promoting Black Out Tuesday in
solidarity with black civil rights, and a “shine a light” on injustice event
encouraging residents to stand on their porches or in driveways every
evening for nine days for eight minutes and 46 seconds, the amount of
time Floyd was restrained by a knee to the neck, which ultimately took
his life.


___


Florida Democrats are launching a new digital ad revisiting calls by
Rep. Javier Fernández for fellow Rep. Ana Maria Rodriguez to
disclose ties between her campaign and former Congressman David
Rivera.


Democrat Fernández and Republican Rodriguez are in a heated battle
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for Senate District 39. Term-limited Republican Sen. Anitere Flores
currently represents SD 39, which covers all of Monroe and part of
Miami-Dade counties.


Last month, the Miami Herald reported that Rivera, a Miami Republican,
signed a $50 million contract to lobby the federal government on
behalf of Venezuelan dictator Nicolás Maduro’s oil company.


“Dime con Quién Andas," points out the friendships Rivera shares with
both Rodriguez and Maduro, adding the Spanish proverb: “Tell me who
your friends are and I’ll tell you who you are.”


The new ad will run in English and Spanish on the FDP digital
platforms, as well as Vamos Demócratas, the Party's new Spanish-
language platform.


To view the ad, click on the image below:
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“Minnesota files civil rights charge vs police in George Floyd
death” via Steve Karnowski and Amy Forliti of The Associated Press —
The state of Minnesota filed a human rights complaint against the
Minneapolis Police Department in the death of Floyd who died after an
officer pressed his knee into Floyd’s neck for minutes, even after he
stopped moving. Gov. Tim Walz and the Minnesota Department of
Human Rights announced the filing. “We know that deeply seated
issues exist,” the Governor said. “I know it because we saw the casual
nature of the erasing of George Floyd’s life and humanity.” Walz said
the investigation into the police department’s policies, procedures and
practices over the past 10 years will determine if the force has engaged
in systemic discrimination toward people of color, and work out how to
stop it.


America in crisis



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-p/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-x/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-x/





Protesters gather at a memorial for George Floyd where he died outside Cup
Foods on East 38th Street and Chicago Avenue in Minneapolis. Image via AP.


“Despite Kayleigh McEnany’s pushback, Donald Trump makes it
abundantly clear what he means by ‘dominate’” via Aaron Blake of
The Washington Post — Yet again, the White House says, Trump is
being taken out of context. After audio leaked of his phone call with
Governors Monday, the media played up Trump repeatedly urging the
police and military to “dominate” in response to the unrest nationwide.
But White House press secretary McEnany said the President’s words
were being twisted. Except that doesn’t totally fit with what Trump said.
Nor does it accord with what would happen outside the White House a
few hours later. The President did talk broadly on the call about
dominating the streets and legal prosecutions, and he didn’t explicitly
advocate cracking skulls. But throughout the call were allusions to
heavy-handed policing tactics, the word “fight” and war metaphors.


“GOP Senators scold Trump over St. John's photo op” via Ursula
Perano of Axios — Republican lawmakers are weighing in on Trump's
decision to tear gas and physically clear peaceful protesters from
outside the White House in order to stand in front of the historic St.
John's Episcopal Church for a photo. While some Republicans are
backing the President's actions and condemning protesters, others
have criticized the decision and called for improvement. Sen. Tim
Scott, the only black Republican in the Senate, said sternly on
Tuesday, "If your question is, 'Should you use tear gas to clear a path
so the President can go have a photo op,' the answer is no."


“Mitch McConnell blocks resolution condemning Trump over
clearing of peaceful protesters” via The Washington Post —
McConnell blocked a resolution offered by Senate Democrats that
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would have condemned Trump for “ordering Federal officers to use gas
and rubber bullets against the Americans who were peaceably
protesting” near the White House on Monday night. The resolution also
would have expressed the sense of Congress “that the constitutional
rights of Americans to peaceably assemble, exercise freedom of
speech, and petition the government for redress of grievances must be
respected” and that “that violence and looting are unlawful,
unacceptable and contrary to the purpose of peaceful protests.”


“George W. Bush breaks silence on Floyd” via Ursula Perano of
Axios — Former President Bush wrote in a statement that he and his
wife, Laura Bush, are "anguished" by the death of Floyd, and said that
"it is time for America to examine our tragic failures." It's a stark
juxtaposition when compared to fellow Republican Trump's response to
current civil unrest. While Trump has called for justice in Floyd's death,
he's also condemned protesters and threatened to deploy military
personnel if demonstrations continue. The former President, however,
made no mention of the current administration in his statement. Bush
argued Americans best serve their neighbors when they "try to
understand their experience."


“‘I won’t fan the flames of hate': Joe Biden blasts Trump in Philly”
via Marc Caputo of POLITICO — Biden’s speech, delivered from
Philadelphia City Hall, highlighted Trump’s rhetoric and actions against
the backdrop of an ongoing pandemic and a wave of protests and
violence sparked by the death of Floyd. “Look where we are now and
think anew: Is this who we are? Is this who we want to be? Is this who
we want to pass on to our children and our grandchildren? Fear. Anger.
Finger-pointing rather than the pursuit of happiness? Or do we want to
be the America we know we could be?” Biden asked, echoing his
campaign theme of “restoring the soul of this nation.”


From the Philadelphia City Hall, Joe Biden gave a hopeful, positive speech
promising to restore the ‘soul of the nation.’ Image via AP.
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“USDA announces first confirmed U.S. case of a dog testing
positive for coronavirus” via The Washington Post — The United
States Department of Agriculture’s National Veterinary Services
Laboratories announced the first confirmed case of a dog in the U.S.
testing positive for the novel coronavirus. The pet dog was a German
shepherd in New York state. Samples from the dog were taken after it
showed signs of respiratory illness, and the dog is expected to make a
full recovery. One of the dog’s owners had tested positive for the
coronavirus and the other had developed symptoms. “We are still
learning about SARS-CoV-2 in animals, but there is currently no
evidence that animals play a significant role in spreading the virus,” the
USDA statement said.


—“Governor says Texas won’t seek military support for protests”
via Jamie Stengle and Paul Weber of The Associated Press


—“NJ to overhaul police use-of-force guidelines, AG says” via Mike
Catalini and Wayne Parry of The Associated Press


“Mayor’s office says federal officials floated idea of taking over
D.C. police” via Dana Hedgpeth of The Washington Post — Attorney
General William Barr personally ordered law enforcement officials on
the ground to extend the perimeter around Lafayette Square just before
Trump spoke Monday. According to two federal law enforcement
officials, the decision had been made late Sunday night or early
Monday morning to extend the perimeter around Lafayette Square by
one block. John Falcicchio, the chief of staff for D.C. Mayor Muriel E.
Bowser, confirmed that federal officials, including at the White House,
inquired about their powers to take control of the city’s police
department. He said city officials objected and would mount a legal
challenge if federal officials tried to do so.


“White instigators to blame for mayhem in some protests, local
officials say” via Isaac Stanley-Becker — “What did I tell you?” a voice
cried out as the camera recording mayhem in downtown Pittsburgh
settled on a white man, clad in all black, smashing the windows of a
police vehicle. “It is not black people,” the onlooker called to the crowd
before addressing the vandal directly: “What are you doing?” What he
was doing, authorities later alleged, was inciting riots on Saturday as
the city — like dozens of others across America — was swept up in
sustained unrest over the death of a black man in police custody.


“Gun stocks rally on after background checks surge 75% in May”
via Janet Freund and Felice Maranz of Bloomberg — Background
checks for gun buyers have risen for 13 straight months, with more
recent levels showing “unprecedented” strength and demand-drivers in
place to continue the trend through fall. The checks for repeat buyers or
first-time gun owners jumped 75% in May on an adjusted basis
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compared with a year earlier. It was the third straight month to see a
growth of that magnitude. The latest surge is probably driven by unfilled
demand from COVID, recent buying due to civil unrest and continued
and perhaps heightened buying due to the upcoming election and
potential for increased regulation following the election.


“White nationalist group posing as antifa called for violence on
Twitter” via Ben Collins, Brandy Zadrozny and Emmanuelle Saliba of
NBC News — A Twitter account claiming to belong to a national “antifa”
organization and pushing violent rhetoric related to ongoing protests
has been linked to the white nationalist group Identity Evropa. A Twitter
spokesperson said the account violated the company's platform
manipulation and spam policy, specifically the creation of fake
accounts. Twitter suspended the account after a tweet that incited
violence. This isn’t the first time Twitter has taken action against fake
accounts engaged in hateful conduct linked to Identity Evropa.


“‘The terror of wearing both a press badge and black skin’: Black
journalists are carrying unique burdens” via Elahe Izadi and Paul
Farhi of The Washington Post — For black journalists, the civil unrest in
cities across America isn’t just a big story. It’s personal. This was
underscored for Branden Hunter in Detroit Saturday night. A rifle-toting
police officer walked up to a group of reporters covering
demonstrations. It was Hunter, one of the few black news reporters at
the Detroit Free Press and the only one on that sidewalk, who drew the
officer’s attention, though he also showed his press badge. “He’s with
us!” a white colleague shouted, panic in her voice. And only then did the
officer walk away.


“Instagram flooded with black squares to support protesters” via
Alyza Sebenius of Bloomberg — Facebook Inc.’s Instagram was
flooded with images of black squares on Tuesday, when users,
influencers and celebrities took to the platform to express support for
the protests raging across the country to oppose police brutality. The
images, accompanied with hashtags including #blacktuesday,
#blackouttuesday and #theshowmustbepaused, originated with a music
industry display of support for the protesters, with calls for a pause in
operations and blacking out stations on Tuesday.


  


—@JamesFallows: US history contains moments of providential good
fortune: What if Washington had been a tyrant? Or if there were no
Lincoln? Or FDR? And cataclysmic misfortune. Why couldn't Booth
have missed? Or Oswald? Or JERay? We’re in the latter category
now. A man like this, at this time


—@RepValDemings: When we impeached this president, we warned


Situational awareness
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that he was a dictator in waiting. I believe now what I believed then: this
president is a threat to our democracy, our families, and to us.


Tweet, tweet:


—@RepDMP: We on @HouseJudiciary will protect the integrity of the
Department of Justice & hold Barr accountable for his actions. We will
protect the rule of law in our country. It starts with cutting his funding by
$50 million.


—@RepMichaelWaltz: "[The Congress shall have Power] To provide
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for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress
Insurrections and repel Invasions." If what we're seeing with Antifa &
looters isn't an insurrection as understood by the US Constitution, I
don't know what is.


—@TimothyDSnyder: The Nazis transformed the regular uniformed
police into racial warriors. Never again.


—@ChrisLHayes: It seems almost weird to say this, but the
coronavirus hasn't changed, and hasn't gone anywhere. Very hopeful
outdoor activity + warmer weather + mask-wearing can avoid huge
clusters, but real worried.


—@MarcACaputo: The sudden absence of grave concern and
incessant cable/national news coverage of coronavirus is hard to
fathom amid all these televised images of thousands of protesters who
don’t seem to be doing much social distancing


—@LennyCurry: We welcome the opportunity to host the
@GOPconvention in Jacksonville. A $100 million local impact event
would be important for our city as an event/convention destination. The
City is ready for world-class events & ready show the world we are
open for business.


—@JKennedyReport: As usual, @GovRonDeSantis releases history,
not schedule.


—@ChrisLatvala: You go to City Hall to protest and make your voice
heard. Mayor comes outside to listen to you and you tell her to go home
and drown her out when she tries to speak to you. Makes sense.
#Tampa


—@ClaireMPLS: A cool thing major labels could do today instead of
posting empty social media graphics is giving black artists from the
60s/70s the ownership of their master recordings


  


Universal Orlando begins phased reopening — 2; PGA Tour resumes
with Charles Schwab Challenge in Fort Worth — 8; Last day of state
candidate qualifying — 9; “Devolution: A Firsthand Account of the
Rainier Sasquatch Massacre” by Max Brooks release — 13; Belmont
Stakes rescheduled — 17; Father’s Day — 18; Apple to hold Developer
Conference — 19; “The Outpost” with Orlando Bloom and Scott
Eastwood premieres — 30; Disney World Magic Kingdom & Animal
Kingdom to reopen — 38; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood Studios
to reopen — 42; Federal taxes due — 42; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet”
premieres — 44; “Mulan” premieres — 51; TED conference
rescheduled — 43; Democratic National Convention in Milwaukee


Days until
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begins — 75; Florida primaries for 2020 state legislative/congressional
races — 79; Indy 500 rescheduled — 89; Republican National
Convention begins in Charlotte — 82; “A Quiet Place Part II” premieres
— 93; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 94; Rescheduled
date for French Open — 108; First presidential debate in Indiana —
119; Preakness Stakes rescheduled — 122; First vice presidential
debate at the University of Utah — 129; Second presidential debate
scheduled at the University of Michigan — 134; Wes Anderson’s “The
French Dispatch” premieres — 135; Third presidential debate at
Belmont — 142; 2020 General Election — 153; “Black Widow”
premieres — 155; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 167; “No
Time to Die” premieres — 174; “Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 223;
Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 249; New start date for 2021 Olympics —
415; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 424; “Spider-Man Far From Home”
sequel premieres — 520; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 618;
“Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 650; “Black
Panther 2” premieres — 703; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse”
sequel premieres — 856.


  


“Trump’s Florida allies unfazed after church photo op” via Matt
Dixon of POLITICO Florida — Florida's elected Republicans refused to
join widespread condemnation of the President on Tuesday after
protesters near the White House were violently moved to make way for
a photo op. The stunt ignited national furor and drew shock from faith
leaders. After law enforcement officers used tear gas to open a path for
Trump through a crowd of peaceful protesters, the President held up a
Bible at St. John's Episcopal Church. His quick trip was to produce a
campaign-style video posted on the White House Twitter account. In
the presidential battleground of Florida, however, the reaction was


Florida reax
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muted among Republicans. Some sided with the President’s decision to
make the one-block walk to St. John's. Others didn't address the issue.


Donald Trump’s photo op at the St. John’s Episcopal Church left Florida
Republicans unfazed. Image via AP.


“Board of Governors seek to end racism, inequality ‘wherever they
exist’” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — As riots and protests
continue to flood the streets of cities across America, the Florida Board
of Governors called upon the State University System in a letter to
eliminate racism, discrimination and systemic inequalities “wherever
they exist.” The letter stopped short of offering any solutions toward
healing the nation’s long and complex history of racial tension. It did,
however, commit to drawing “upon the wisdom and leadership” within
the system’s 12 institutions. “Together, we must move forward with
greater resolve to battle racism and systemic inequities wherever they
exist.”


“Florida Speaker says Anthony Sabatini’s AR-15 tweet was
‘hypothetical,' so it doesn’t violate House rules” via Steven
Lemongello of the Orlando Sentinel — Florida House Speaker José
Oliva said Republican state Rep. Sabatini’s controversial tweet of an
AR-15 rifle directed at protesters did not violate House rules because
any implied threat was “hypothetical.” Sabatini on Sunday tweeted a
picture of a semi-automatic rifle, writing, “Attention potential ‘protesters’
coming near Lake County, FL. This is an AR-15 — this will be a very
common sight upon illegal entry at any Lake County business — FYI!”
Florida Democrats called for Sabatini’s Twitter account to be removed
for inciting violence and Rep. Cindy Polo filed a letter of complaint
against Sabatini. On Tuesday, Oliva wrote on Twitter that he concluded
it was “not in my authority” to act on Sabatini’s tweet.


Cindy Polo says José Oliva should have sanctioned Sabatini —
Democratic Rep. Polo issued a statement Tuesday saying Oliva should
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have sanctioned Sabatini over the AR-15 tweet. “I agree with the
Speaker when he says that it ‘is especially important to prevent the
abuse of power that could result when the majority is offended by the
views of the minority.’ However, I witness power being abused all the
time. It is disheartening that power is only used when convenient and
not to stand up to injustices,” she said, further noting “swift action to
defend a colleague who has peddled conspiracy theories, incited
violence and let's not forget, is a member of the National Guard that
may be called to ‘restore peace’ among the very protesters he
threatened.”


“‘They came prepared to beat people up’: Jacksonville protest
organizer blames cops for violence” via Drew Dixon of Florida
Politics — A demonstration organizer is stunned the Saturday protest
ended in violent clashes between protesters and Sheriff’s deputies. “We
were home by then,” said Monique Sampson, one of the organizers of
Saturday’s protest in Jacksonville. “We turned on the news and we saw
tear gas canisters being deployed. We saw people being beaten up.”
The Jacksonville Community Action Committee originally organized the
demonstration Saturday in the wake of Floyd’s death while being
detained by police in Minneapolis May 25. While the civil rights and
police watchdog group acknowledged many protests turned violent
Friday evening in cities across the U.S., Sampson was determined to
have a peaceful march.


“‘Justice for George’: Thousands march through downtown
Orlando after rally at City Hall” via Ryan Gillespie, Lisa Maria Garza
and Kevin Spear of the Orlando Sentinel — Thousands of protesters
marched through downtown Orlando after a Tuesday rally at City Hall in
response to the death of Floyd in Minneapolis. A crowd that was in the
hundreds well before a planned rally began at 3 p.m. ballooned. It
stretched across the entire intersection at Orange Avenue and South
Street during the rally. As speeches wrapped up around 4:30 p.m., the
group began walking, chanting as they went. They soon arrived at
Orlando Police Department Headquarters at South Street and Orange
Blossom Trail, before pausing for about 20 minutes. “OPD, take a
knee,” they chanted.


“Curfews remain in effect across South Florida as protests spread”
via Lisa J. Huriash of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Curfews will
remain in place across South Florida, likely lasting through the weekend
in some cases, amid the national civil unrest. Thousands of people in
Fort Lauderdale, Miami and West Palm Beach have taken to the streets
this week, joining the national movement to protest. Demonstrators
wore masks and held signs as they marched from the Town Center mall
in Boca Raton, one of several malls that closed early ahead of possible
protests. A curfew for as long as seven days began Sunday in Broward
County, mandating that residents stay indoors from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. and
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that businesses close up shop.


Demonstrators in Miami cross over a barricade as they march protesting the
death of George Floyd in police custody. Image via AP.


“Miami-Dade curfew could stretch into weekend, meaning a delay
in beaches reopening” via Douglas Hanks of the Miami Herald — The
head of Miami-Dade’s police department said he wanted a curfew to
remain in place through the weekend because of the risk of civil unrest.
“Around the country, things are very heated,” Freddy Ramirez told
county commissioners. “That’s why I feel we should continue with the
curfew through the weekend so we can have consistency. In case any
of these splinter groups try to start something in our community.”
Extending the curfew may further delay the reopening of beaches
closed since March.


“‘Key West is different.’ Hundreds march for Floyd, and sheriff
calls death ‘despicable’” via Gwen Filosa of the Miami Herald —
Several hundred people in Key West peacefully and somberly marched
through the island’s downtown in memory of Floyd. Key West Mayor
Teri Johnston denounced the police officers involved in the fatal
incident and said the Southernmost City is different from other cities,
with different morals and values. “Let’s show the world what a
community looks like and how a community acts and how we take care
of each other,” Johnston said. A crowd gathered at the park before
walking through downtown, including down touristy Duval Street, with
signs that read, “Black lives matter,” “I can’t breathe,” and other similar
sentiments.


“Tampa lifts nightly curfew” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics
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— The city of Tampa is lifting its nightly curfew effective Tuesday. The
curfew went into effect Sunday night and remained in effect Monday
night. No curfew will be implemented Tuesday. It had been in effect
from 7:30 p.m. until 6 a.m. Tampa Mayor Jane Castor implemented the
curfew Sunday after a day of peaceful protests Saturday turned to
chaos as day entered the night. Problems subsided after the curfew
went into effect.


“Pandemic, protests pack brutal punch for Tampa’s University
area” via Sue Calton and C.T. Bowen of the Tampa Bay Times — The
University area has seen some improvements: a community center, a
much-needed library. Restaurants Portillo’s and Miller’s Ale House have
popped up along Fowler, and a Studio Movie Grill opened. “There was
so much promise for the area,’’ said Commission Chairman Les Miller
about the planned innovation district that could create close-to-home
jobs for people in the surrounding neighborhoods. "Then all of a sudden
Saturday night occurred, and it set us back,’’ he said. “It does seem like
we take one step forward and then two steps backward.”


“Andrew Warren condemns Floyd killing, urges peaceful protest”
via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — Warren is speaking out
about police brutality and the subsequent rioting in the wake of Floyd’s
death. “George Floyd’s murder is a profound tragedy and a despicable
injustice. I am struggling to make sense of Floyd’s murder, as are so
many around the country,” Warren said. “We mourn for him and our
thoughts and prayers are with Floyd’s family as they cope with his loss.
Make no mistake, murder is murder, and if this happened in our
community, I would prosecute this ex-officer.” Warren spoke out against
protests that turn to violence and destruction, which he said: “Put the
safety of our citizens, their homes, their businesses, and their jobs, at
risk.”


“Giant Confederate flag lowered after threats to set it on fire” via
Anastasia Dawson of the Tampa Bay Times — The local chapter of the
Sons of Confederate Veterans took down the giant Confederate flag
waving above Interstate 4 after people on social media threatened to
set it on fire. The call to remove the 30-foot by 60-foot battle flag came
from the local chapter’s higher-ups in the Sons of Confederate
Veterans, including Florida Division Commander Kelly Crocker. The
state division claims ownership of Confederate Memorial Park, the
small parcel of land on U.S. 92 where a 139-foot flagpole was erected
in 2008 — in time to raise the flag for the 200th birthday of Confederate
President Jefferson Davis. The group has rarely removed the
infamous roadside attraction, like when hurricanes threatened. But
never because of threats.


“Three arrested at St. Pete protest had materials for Molotov
cocktail, police say” via Kathryn Varn of the Tampa Bay Times — The
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three people arrested early Tuesday amid ongoing protests had
materials to make an explosive device known as a Molotov cocktail,
according to police. St. Petersburg police found a container of gasoline,
bricks and “materials used to assemble crude incendiary devices
commonly known as a ‘Molotov cocktail’” inside a red Mitsubishi
Outlander parked near the police department at 1301 First Ave N, a
detective wrote in arrest reports. Police arrested three people inside the
SUV. Arrest reports indicate there may be one or more co-defendants.
St. Petersburg police learned of the explosive device materials after a
man — who is identified in the arrest reports as a “co-defendant" — told
an undercover officer he had “bricks and cocktails” in the vehicle.


“SPC President Tonjua Williams condemns police brutality,
encourages empathy and education” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of
Florida Politics — Williams is the latest local leader to weigh in on the
Floyd death and subsequent nationwide protests. Williams expressed
heartache over the May 25 killing in which a Minneapolis Police officer
put his knee over Floyd’s neck, causing his death. “My heart is heavy
over the act of brutality that occurred in Minneapolis, Minnesota last
week, and the subsequent protests that began peacefully, but have in
some cases turned violent in recent days,” Williams wrote in an open
letter about the civil unrest continuing throughout the nation. Williams
offered her institution as a safe haven for values that promote equality.


SPC’s Dr. Tonjua Williams condemned police brutality, offering her institution as a
safe haven to promote equality. Image via TonjuaWilliams.com.


“Photos: Protesters rally in downtown Sarasota” via the Sarasota
Herald-Tribune — Protesters march down Main Street in downtown
Sarasota in another show of support for racial justice. Demonstrations
have been going on across the nation for about a week in response to
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the May 25 death of Floyd, who died after a white Minneapolis officer,
Derek Chauvin, pressed his knee on the handcuffed black man’s neck
for several minutes


“Florida troopers kneel with Boca Raton demonstrators” via
Hannah Winston of The Palm Beach Post — More than 200 people
who marched and chanted in solidarity Monday evening in Boca Raton
to protest the death of Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis police. The
protest began at the corner of Butts and Glades roads, near the mall’s
northeast entrance. People chanted some of the last words spoken by
Floyd. Boca Raton police closed roads and slowed traffic as protesters
made their way into the street. First heading west and then back east,
demonstrators made their way to the Interstate 95 overpass on Glades
Road where they were met by dozens of Florida Highway Patrol
officers.


“Marchers take to the north side as protests continue in
Tallahassee” via Ryan Dailey of WFSU — Holding signs and chanting
"Black Lives Matter," protesters marched up Thomasville Road from
Midtown Tallahassee, past I-10. Marchers were escorted by a caravan
of cars, as Tallahassee Police Department slowed traffic behind the
marchers, and Florida Highway Patrol sealed off the on- and offramps
at I-10 and Thomasville Road to clear the roadway. They were sparked
by a week that saw the fatal police shooting of Tony McDade locally
and in Minneapolis. The Tallahassee Police Department has yet to
release body camera footage of McDade's shooting.


“Tallahassee city commission to meet as protesters demand police
chief's ouster” via Karl Etters of the Tallahassee Democrat — As city
commissioners work through their regular meeting agenda, protesters
plan to be outside City Hall, demanding the police's chief's firing. The
Tallahassee Community Action Committee opposed Police Chief
Lawrence Revell’s hiring last year because of his 1996 fatal shooting
of George Williams. Now, with fatal shootings of three people in
Tallahassee, the group is demanding City Manager Reese Goad
remove Revell if he does not step down voluntarily. In response to the
shooting of Tony McDade last week, the group plans to hold a car
caravan and traditional protest outside City Hall starting at 3 p.m.


“Floyd death stirs familiar pain for Corey Jones’ family” via Liz
Balmaseda of The Palm Beach Post — The heartache surrounding the
death of a black man at the hands of police is all too familiar to
restaurant owner Rahein Jones. His cousin, beloved local musician
Jones, was shot to death by a plainclothes Palm Beach Gardens police
officer after his car broke down on the side of an I-95 exit ramp. Jones
cautions the public to keep one detail in mind: “It takes a long time to
get justice, real justice.” The peaceful protests sparked across the
country in the past week are rightful demonstrations of anger and
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frustration, says Jones.


“Marchers call for justice, police accountability” via Cindy Swirko of
the Gainesville Sun — A vocal but peaceful mass of more than 1,000
protesters marched from Depot Park to Bo Diddley Plaza Saturday
morning to call for justice and accountability for the deaths of African
Americans at the hands of police. While the event itself happened
without incident, a man was later arrested for allegedly trying to drive
through a group of people who had been at the rally and pulling a gun
on them. Gainesville police estimated the crowd at Depot Park to be
more than 1,000 before the march started. More joined in as it went
north on South Main Street, which was blocked to traffic. Once they
turned east on University Avenue, drivers stopped in the westbound
lane and laid on their horns in apparent support.


“Interfaith leaders call for peace, justice for Floyd’” via Amanda
Batchelor and Madeleine Wright of Local10.com — An interfaith news
conference was held Tuesday morning in Miami Gardens as religious
and community leaders called for justice, peace and unity following the
death of Floyd. The news conference, which included leaders from the
Christian and Islamic communities, as well as leaders from the city of
Miami Gardens and Broward County Public Schools, was held outside
the Antioch Missionary Baptist Church. Religious leaders are calling for
protesters to remain peaceful while demanding justice for not only
Floyd, but countless others.


“Peaceful black lives matter protest held at Riverside Park in
Bonita Springs” via Maryann Batlle of the Naples Daily News — A
cardboard sign in Claudia Nieto’s hands carried the names of black
people killed in police custody or who were gunned down by suspecting
strangers during moments of everyday banality. The Bonita Springs
resident led a peaceful racial justice protest in her city’s downtown. The
group, which grew to around 30 people, also demanded immediate
policing reform that would ensure the safety of black people in the
United States. Protesters in Bonita Springs met at Riverside Park and
moved to the public sidewalks along Old 41 Road. Passing drivers at
times honked in support or shouted encouragement from open
windows.


“Son of former Republican Rep. Tom Rooney arrested, accused of
spray-painting 'B.L.M.' at Trump National Golf Club” via Michael
Buczyner and Erik Altmann of WPTV — Jupiter police have arrested
the 18-year old son of Rooney after they said he spray-painted "B.L.M."
on the sign at Trump National Golf Club. The disappointed former
Republican congressman said his son "made a mistake" and "would
pay the price for it." Thomas Joseph J. Rooney was booked into the
county jail. He faces one misdemeanor count of criminal mischief
causing property damage of $200 or less, according to court records.
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Rooney told Jupiter police he did it "because of unequal treatment in
the justice system," according to the arrest report.


Thomas Joseph J. Rooney, son of former Congressman Tom Rooney, was
arrested for allegedly spray-painting ‘BLM’ at Trump National Golf Club.


FMA condemns Floyd killing — The Florida Medical Association
issued a statement Tuesday on the killing of George Floyd at the hands
of a Minneapolis police officer. “The Florida Medical Association is
greatly saddened by George Floyd’s death and we condemn the acts of
violence that, with chilling similarity, have cost human beings their lives
and sense of safety. While it is tempting to describe these tragedies as
‘unthinkable,’ their effects are very real. They have taken a devastating
toll on colleagues, patients, neighbors and friends,” the trade
association said. FMA also pledged “to work toward a better society —
by affirming our commitment to fairness and justice for all people, by
recognizing that diversity is not just a worthy goal but an essential
strength, and by understanding that true humanity and decency cannot
coexist with racism.”


“'If you loot, we'll shoot': Santa Rosa Commission candidate calls
out looters in video” via Jake Newby of the Pensacola News Journal
— One week after the death of Floyd sparked protests around the
country, a candidate for the Santa Rosa County Commission released a
video saying looters aren't welcome in the county and delivered the
message: "if you loot, we'll shoot." James Calkins, who is running for
the District 3 commission seat, posted the 25-second video to his
campaign Facebook account. "One thing I believe in is property rights
and protecting property rights. That is one of the foundations of our
country," said Calkins, a Republican, in a phone interview.
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“After lull in coronavirus deaths, state adds 70 on Tuesday” via
Romy Ellenbogen of the Tampa Bay Times — After a two-day stretch
where only nine new statewide coronavirus deaths were recorded, on
Tuesday the state announced 70 new deaths from COVID-19, the
respiratory illness caused by the virus. Three months after the first
coronavirus case was announced in Florida, 2,613 people have died in
the pandemic. In Tampa Bay, there have been 367 deaths. The state
also announced 617 additional positive cases, bringing the state total of
positive infections to 57,447, according to data from the Florida
Department of Health. That rising figure comes as people continue to
protest in the streets of Tampa, St. Petersburg, and around the country
over Floyd, who died at the hands of police last week.


“As second month of reopening begins, Florida coronavirus
testing still falls short” via the NWF Daily News — With Florida
moving into its second month of an economic reopening, state testing
for the coronavirus remains far below levels public health experts say is


Corona Florida
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needed. With beaches getting more crowded, backyard barbecues
increasingly taking place and back-to-school planning being pondered,
DeSantis is acknowledging that many of Florida’s hastily established
testing sites aren’t drawing sufficient people. Florida averaged 29,952
daily tests the past two weeks, a rate helped by four days where results
spiked — reaching almost 78,000 one day, and more than 53,000,
41,000 and 33,000 on others.


Despite the push to reopen Florida, the state is falling short in coronavirus testing
and the deaths are still coming. Image via AP.


“Juvenile justice system sees more COVID-19 cases” via the News
Service of Florida — New numbers showing 47 youths and 50 workers
have been infected — an increase from 31 youths and 43 workers a
week earlier, according to information from the Florida Department of
Juvenile Justice. Seven of the youths were no longer in medical
isolation Tuesday, while 20 of the workers had been cleared to return to
work, the department said. Okeechobee Youth Development Center
has had the most cases, with 16 youths and five workers infected. The
second-highest number of infected youths was at Oak Grove Academy
in Hamilton County, with nine cases. It was followed by the Volusia
Regional Juvenile Detention Center, which has had seven youth cases.


“'Gargantuan effort' to test all Florida nursing homes for COVID-19
slowed by logistical, communication challenges” via Ryan Mills and
Melanie Payne of the Pensacola News Journal — The rollout of a state
plan to send coronavirus tests to many of Florida’s nursing homes and
assisted living facilities has been marred by logistical and
communication challenges, delaying long-desired testing at eldercare
centers statewide. Many facilities that were supposed to have already
received testing supplies are still waiting for them. For others, they
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arrived with little warning on Friday of Memorial Day weekend. Some
providers that did not request tests got them anyway.


“Rebekah Jones, former DOH data curator, resurfaces to deny
allegations, detail COVID-19 data mismatches” via Renzo Downey of
Florida Politics — The woman who raised questions about Florida’s
COVID-19 data after being ousted emailed reporters after a week of
silence. Jones sought to flag discrepancies in the Department of
Health’s (DOH) data for people tested for the novel coronavirus, but not
before describing the last two weeks as “some strange sort of hell.”
DeSantis‘ spokeswoman emailed reporters to say Jones was fired for a
“repeated course of insubordination” and her public remarks. However,
Jones claims she was wrongfully terminated for refusing to manipulate
data to validate the state’s case for reopening.


  


“Before schools reopen, teachers union says major changes
needed” via John Kennedy of the Tallahassee Democrat — Social


Florida reopening
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distancing on school buses, some classes taught remotely, personal
protection gear for teaching and support staff and hand-sanitizer
everywhere are just some of the recommendations from the state’s
largest teachers union for the restart of school for the fall term. While
state officials haven’t yet laid out plans, the Florida Education
Association unveiled a sweeping, 10-page list of measures which
leaders said should be in place when schools begin again in August.
The union recommendations stem from a 25-member task force FEA
organized to look at the reopening, which is just a little over two months
away.


Assignment editors — The United Faculty of Florida (UFF) President
Karen Morian and Florida Education Association (FEA) President
Fedrick Ingram, Vice President Andrew Spar and Secretary-Treasurer
Carole Gauronskas will release final recommendations for reopening
state college and university campuses in a virtual news conference, 1
p.m. Eastern time. Media registration link:
floridaea.zoom.us/webinar/register.


Florida Education Association President Fedrick Ingram says a lot must happen
before schools can reopen. Image via FEA.


“Is it possible? College sophomores and juniors might be
squeezed out of campus dorms and traditional instruction” via
Issac Morgan of Florida Phoenix — On-campus housing at Florida’s
public universities could undergo a drastic face-lift in the fall, with
residence halls limited to certain classes of students, according to draft
recommendations. Committee members are exploring the idea of
reserving on-campus housing for freshmen, seniors, and graduate
students. They also suggested that on-campus living be placed off-
limits to sophomores and juniors as universities begin to reopen. It’s
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possible that sophomores and juniors would need to use remote
learning rather than regular classroom instruction.


“UF releases plan for reopening” via Douglas Ray of the Gainesville
Sun — The University of Florida released the draft of a reopening plan
on Monday that anticipates students and faculty returning to classrooms
in the fall wearing masks, keeping some distance from each other, and
getting regular tests for coronavirus infection. The “UF Reopening Plan”
was clearly marked as a draft that is subject to continued revision. “We
have decided that we must learn to live, study, and work in the midst of
COVID-19,” UF’s plan states. It requires student organizations, such as
sororities and fraternities, to submit plans for maintaining health and
safety to UF administrators before they can resume activities.
Representatives will present their plans to the Board of Governors on
June 23.


“69% of St. Johns County parents support return to schools” via
Travis Gibson and Joe McLean of News4Jax — Preliminary results
released Monday by the St. Johns County School District show that
69% of parents support a return to school campuses this fall. So far, the
district said it has received more than 16,500 responses, about 30% of
families, to the survey that was sent out last week. Superintendent Tim
Forson and members of the St. Johns County School Board met
virtually and talked about how the district will likely move forward when
the new school year begins. Forson pointed to possible capacity issues
that schools may have if they are forced to follow social distancing
guidelines upon reopening.


“Leon Schools Superintendent Rocky Hanna withdraws from task
force for reopening schools” via Casey Chapter of the Tallahassee
Democrat — Leon County Schools Superintendent Hanna has
withdrawn from the Florida Education Association's task force on
reopening public schools, saying he would feel uncomfortable
supporting its recommendations without further study. The FEA
finalized its plan for reopening Florida's public schools. Later that day,
in a meeting between the School Board and superintendent, Hanna, the
only superintendent on the task force, announced his withdrawal from
the task force. He did not say which recommendations, if any, he
disagreed with.


“Bars, lounges anxious to reopen” via the News Service of Florida —
DeSantis is under increasing pressure to let bar owners again pour
spirits and ring the bell for last call. Local elected officials are telling the
Governor that bar and nightclub owners whose businesses rely on
alcohol for 50% of revenue are getting desperate watching from the
sidelines, a month into the first phase of the state’s reopening from the
coronavirus pandemic. Bunnell Mayor Catherine Robinson wrote the
Governor over the weekend that many of these businesses in the small
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Flagler County community are struggling to stay afloat. Jacksonville
Mayor Lenny Curry last week said he was optimistic Phase II was on
the near horizon, after talking with DeSantis about reopening bars that
have been closed statewide since March 17.


Florida bars are anxiously waiting to reopen.


“‘The heartbeat ... is gone’: Orlando restaurants report
frustrations, success as they reopen amid coronavirus” via Austin
Fuller of the Orlando Sentinel — As the state allows dining rooms to
operate at 50% capacity after their closures because of the pandemic,
Central Florida restaurants have faced mixed results. Even as taxpayer-
backed loans have helped some restaurants survive, the businesses
still face the challenges of keeping employees safe from the virus and
luring back wary customers. But some have reported noticeable
improvement. Hollerbach’s Willow Tree Café in downtown Sanford saw
business plummet during the shutdown, but owner Christina
Hollerbach said for the week ending May 24 it was only down about
2% compared with last year.


“112-plus restaurants requiring staff to wear face masks in Fort
Myers, Naples, Cape Coral” via Annabelle Tometiche of the Naples
Daily News — To mask, or not to mask, that is the question. Florida
restaurant workers aren't required to wear face masks. Masks, even
homemade cloth ones, are effective at reducing the number of viral
particles spread through the air. To double-down on that effectiveness,
diners should wear masks, too. Wear the mask into the restaurant,
keeping it over your mouth and nose. When drinks or food arrive,
remove the mask by touching only its ear loops or headbands. Place
the mask into the baggie and leave it open to allow for airflow. When
you've finished the food or drink, replace your mask.


“With face coverings becoming a new normal, specialty mask
store opens in Fort Lauderdale” via Jeff Weinsier of Local10.com —



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-kr/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-ky/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-ky/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-kj/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-kj/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-kt/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-kt/





One local business owner is capitalizing on this new mask mania. He is
selling all kinds of face coverings, from your basic plain face mask to
one that gives you six layers of protection. George Colony owns a
medical supply company but opened the doors of Masks + More at 911
N Federal Highway in Fort Lauderdale. "Our masks have five and six
layers, and two melt blown layers," Colony said. "Melt blown is a fabric
they spray with fire. It melts together and it gives you proper material to
give you 95 percent filtration."


  


“Lot J COVID-19 testing site to reopen at 10 a.m. Tuesday” via
Clayton Freeman of The Florida Times-Union — The City of
Jacksonville Emergency Preparedness Division announced on Twitter
that the COVID-19 testing sites at Lot J and the Legends Center will
open at 10 a.m. and will remain open through 5 p.m. The statement
came after several contradictory statements from authorities. After
saying Monday night that Lot J would reopen Tuesday morning for
coronavirus testing, the city of Jacksonville announced early Tuesday


Corona local
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that Lot J near TIAA Bank Field would remain closed for the day. The
drive-thru testing site initially opened in March in response to the
coronavirus pandemic and has been closed since 12:30 p.m. Saturday.
The city cited public safety in announcing the earlier closure.


The COVID-19 testing site in Lot J of the city of Jacksonville’s Legends Center
has reopened.


“Duval Schools sets graduation ceremony dates” via Emily Bloch of
The Florida Times-Union — Duval County Public Schools continues to
nail down in-person graduation ceremony dates amid the coronavirus
pandemic. On Tuesday, the school district announced ceremony dates
school-by-school. In April, the district said it would push ceremonies to
July in lieu of canceling or hosting a virtual ceremony like other Florida
school districts. While July will mark the first in-person graduation
ceremonies for Duval public schools, Jacksonville-based private
schools already hosted in-person ceremonies. The schools opted to
spread students and their families 6 feet apart in large, outdoor settings.


“South Florida’s pandemic heroes saluted with new cars” via Brett
Shweky of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — The National Salute to
America’s Heroes has been on the lookout for four local heroes who
have helped make an impact in battling the COVID-19 pandemic.
Following the cancellation of this year’s Hyundai Air and Sea Show that
takes place on Miami Beach over Memorial Day Weekend, the annual
event went on a mission to recognize health care workers, first
responders and other individuals who have made a difference during
the crisis. Out of 1,859 nominations, nurses Berkens Jean-Baptise,
Lauren Ashley Green, Aubrey Talton and Dr. Makendall Saint Eloi
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were named winners of the Salute 365 initiatives.


“Tiger Woods designates $83,333 from Match Play earnings to
Palm Beach County charity” via Jodie Wagner of The Palm Beach
Post — Woods, a Jupiter Island resident, designated $83,333 to Meals
on Wheels of the Palm Beaches as part of his role in The Match:
Champions for Charity event held May 24 at The Medalist Golf Club in
Hobe Sound, the organization said. With the help of hundreds of
individual donors, local foundations and a legendary golfer, Meals on
Wheels of the Palm Beaches has raised more than $300,000 to provide
nutritious meals to homebound seniors during the novel coronavirus
pandemic. The event, which also featured PGA Tour golf champion
Phil Mickelson, retired NFL quarterback Peyton Manning and Tampa
Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady, raised $20 million for
COVID-19 relief efforts.


Tiger Woods and Phil Mickelson were featured in ‘The Match: Champions for
Charity.’ Woods designated more than $83,000 to Meals on Wheels.


“Despite the pandemic, real estate values are up in 2020. Here’s
why” via Rebecca San Juan of the Miami Herald — Despite the
pandemic, estimated taxable real estate values rose for most Miami-
Dade municipalities and for all in Broward. It’s a matter of timing. Under
Florida law, property appraisals are conducted in January, before the
pandemic first appeared in South Florida. New construction in both
counties drove pre-COVID prices higher, according to county property
appraisers. In Miami-Dade, the preliminary estimated taxable value
rose by 4.6% from $307.2 billion in 2019 to $322.783 billion in 2020. In
Broward, it grew by 6.14%, from $199.042 billion in 2019 to $211.264
billion in 2020.
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“Health director concerned by rise in coronavirus cases, but says
hospitals are ready” via Jane Musgrave of The Palm Beach Post —
With coronavirus hot spots cropping up in the region’s farming
communities, youngsters being hospitalized with COVID-19 and some
restaurants flagrantly violating social distancing rules, Palm Beach
County’s top health official warned Tuesday that the deadly pandemic is
far from over. Speaking to the county commission, Dr. Alina Alonso
noted that the number of COVID-19 cases had been averaging 68 a
day but in the last seven days jumped to an average of about 115 a
day. Further, the county’s health director said areas in the Glades and
in and around Lake Worth Beach have seen disturbing upticks in cases
in the past month.


“Vero Beach cancels annual July Fourth fireworks celebration over
coronavirus concerns” via Max Chesnes of TCPalm — The City of
Vero Beach announced the annual July Fourth celebration has been
canceled over safety concerns stemming from the novel coronavirus


More local
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pandemic. The event, which takes place each year at Riverside Park
and includes food trucks, vendors and children's games, was canceled
for the safety of Vero Beach residents, City Manager Monte Falls said.
The city is currently looking for alternative dates to host a fireworks
celebration. One possible idea is to host an event that coincides with
the city's third annual beach bonfire festival in November.


Vero Beach is canceling its July 4 festivities.
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“Monster or machine? A profile of the coronavirus at 6 months” via
Alan Burdick of The New York Times — The toll has been devastating.
Officially, more than six million people worldwide have been infected so
far, and 370,000 have died. (The actual numbers are certainly higher.)
The United States, which has seen the largest share of cases and
casualties, recently surpassed 100,000 deaths, one-fourth the number
of all Americans who died in World War II. Businesses are shuttered —
in 10 weeks, some 40 million Americans have lost their jobs — and
food banks are overrun. The virus has fueled widespread frustration
and exposed our deepest faults: of color, class and privilege, between
the deliverers and the delivered to. Health officials fear another major
wave of infections in the fall, and a possible wave train beyond.


“Where the virus is growing most: Countries with ‘illiberal
populist’ leaders” via David Leonhardt and Lauren Leatherby of The
New York Times — The four large countries where coronavirus cases
have recently been increasing fastest are Brazil, the United States,


Corona nation
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Russia and Britain. And they have something in common. They are all
run by populist male leaders who cast themselves as anti-elite and anti-
establishment. The four leaders, Jair Bolsonaro, Trump, Vladimir
Putin and Boris Johnson, also have a lot of differences, of course, as
do their countries. Yet all four subscribe to versions of what Daniel
Ziblatt, a government professor at Harvard calls “radical right illiberal
populism.” Illiberal populists tend to reject the opinions of scientists and
promote conspiracy theories.


Coincidentally, the places where COVID-19 is spreading the fastest have leaders
that are very much like Donald Trump. Image via AP.


“Looting devastates businesses already shaken by virus” via Joyce
M. Rosenberg of The Associated Press — Looting and vandalism in
cities across the country have dealt another blow to small businesses
that were already reeling from the coronavirus outbreak. Many
businesses had been closed by state and local government orders as
officials tried to contain the spread of the coronavirus, leaving owners
with little or no revenue since March. Now, already facing an uncertain
future amid ongoing restrictions related to the virus, owners must figure
out how to rebuild or relocate their companies.


“‘A national disgrace’: 40,600 deaths tied to U.S. nursing homes”
via Marisa Kwiatkowski, Tricia L. Nadolny, Jessica Priest Mike Stucka
of the USA Today — Over the last three months, more than 40,600
long-term care residents and workers have died of COVID-19 — about
40% of the nation’s death toll attributed to the coronavirus. That number
eclipses a count released Monday by the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, the federal government’s first attempt at a
comprehensive tally. CMS said 25,923 residents had died, but its
number only includes federally regulated nursing homes, not assisted
living facilities. Seven states did not provide the number of deaths in
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long-term care. And New York, the state with the most resident deaths,
doesn’t include those who had been transferred to hospitals in its count
of long-term care fatalities.


“7 in 10 Americans would be likely to get a coronavirus vaccine”
via Amy Goldstein and Scott Clement of The Washington Post — About
7 in 10 Americans say they would get a vaccine to protect against the
novel coronavirus if immunizations were free and available to everyone.
The nationwide survey finds that a majority of people of all political
affiliations are interested in receiving such a vaccine. But the extent of
that interest varies along partisan lines, with slightly more than 8 in 10
Democrats saying they would definitely or probably get vaccinated,
compared with slightly fewer than 6 in 10 Republicans.


“Mass protests could undo hard-won progress in pandemic” via
Alice Miranda Ollstein, Brianna Ehley, Dan Goldberg and David Lim of
POLITICO — Mass protests over police brutality have shuttered
coronavirus testing sites, complicated efforts to track people who have
been exposed and set off fears among local officials that the unrest
could spark fresh waves of virus infection. Public health officials are
already worried about caseloads rising and hospitals filling as states
reopen and people venture out, sometimes in defiance of ongoing
social distancing guidelines. And many of the neighborhoods affected
by the violence are already bearing a disproportionate burden of the
epidemic.


“White House coronavirus testing czar to stand down” via Selena
Simmons-Duffin of NPR — Adm. Brett Giroir told a meeting of the
Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS that he will be "demobilized"
from his role overseeing coronavirus testing at FEMA in a few weeks
and going back to his regular post at the Department of Health and
Human Services. An HHS spokesperson confirmed the plan for Giroir to
stand down from his role and indicated that there are no plans to
appoint a new "head of efforts" for coronavirus testing. Giroir was
appointed to the testing position in March at a time when the U.S. was
struggling to ramp up testing capacity as coronavirus was spreading.
When Giroir took charge, on March 12, there were only 5,247 tests
done per day nationally.



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-oj/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-ot/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-oi/





White House coronavirus czar Brett Giroir is standing down. Image via AP.


“‘You could see the train wreck coming’: Inexperienced, dubious
companies among many aiming to cash in on coronavirus
antibody tests” via David Heath, Donovan Slack, and Kevin McCoy of
the USA Today — Paul Edalat’s company, Vivera Pharmaceuticals, is
one of more than 150 with the FDA’s blessing to sell coronavirus
antibody tests, tests that could become vital gatekeepers to reopening
America. Before the pandemic, the Food and Drug Administration
barred him from selling dietary supplements after his company failed a
string of inspections. The FDA’s list of tests has included those from
companies with little to no background in medical testing, including one
that sells vape pens and one headed by a self-proclaimed technology
evangelist.


  


“Your next stimulus check could be higher, if the HEROES Act
gets signed as House Democrats want” via Matthew Frankel of the
USA Today — Democrats in the House of Representatives recently
announced a new "round four" stimulus package designed to help the
United States economy weather the storm of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The legislation would provide another round of economic impact
payments, better known as stimulus checks, to individual Americans.
The direct payments proposed in the new legislation would be of the
same $1,200 size as the Economic Impact Payments included in the
CARES Act.


Corona economics
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Nancy Pelosi is pushing the fourth round of coronavirus stimulus — the HEROES
Act. Image via AP.


“My boss wants me to return to work now. So, what should I do
with my child?” via C. Isaiah Smalls II of the Miami Herald — When
parents get the call to return to the office, they’ll have a difficult decision
to make: What to do with their kids. Some camps have gone virtual, but
a computer won’t watch your 5-year-old. That raises the question of
whether camps that are open are safe and, if not, what about
babysitters or even grandparents? Hiring a babysitter is all about
weighing the cost versus the benefit. When having grandparents watch
children, the biggest threat will be to the grandparent as people 65 and
older are considered to be in the high-risk group for contacting COVID-
19.


“One-third of America’s record unemployment payout hasn’t
arrived” via Shawn Donnan and Catarina Saraiva of Bloomberg —
Almost one-third of unemployment benefits estimated to be owed to the
millions of Americans who lost their jobs as a result of the coronavirus
slump haven’t been paid yet, as flagship policies struggle to cope with
the unprecedented wave of layoffs. The Treasury disbursed $146 billion
in unemployment benefits in the three months through May. Even that
historic figure falls short of a total bill that should have reached about
$214 billion for the period. The bill is still mounting. Economists
estimate that another 1.8 million people filed for unemployment last
week.


“Port Canaveral CEO says government is unfairly singling out
cruise industry on coronavirus” via Dave Berman of Florida Today —
Port Canaveral Chief Executive Officer John Murray says the cruise
industry is taking an "unfair hit" from the federal government's
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coronavirus-related no-sail order that now extends to July 24. Murray
contends that the order from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention has the effect of unjustly earmarking the cruise industry "as
the folks that brought to the United States, and that's far from the truth."
Four cruise lines sail from Port Canaveral. They make Port Canaveral
the world's second-busiest cruise port, behind PortMiami, based on
passenger volume.


  


“Experts dispute reports that coronavirus is becoming less lethal”
via Joel Achenbach, Ariana Eunjung Cha, Ben Guarino and Chelsea
Janes of The Washington Post — Alberto Zangrillo, head of San
Raffaele Hospital in Milan, said “the virus clinically no longer exists in
Italy,” with patients showing minute amounts of virus in nasal swabs.
The statement prompted vigorous pushback from Michael Ryan, a top
official with the World Health Organization, who said “we need to be
exceptionally careful not to create a sense that all of a sudden the virus
by its own volition has now decided to be less pathogenic. That is not
the case at all.” The consensus among other experts interviewed
Monday is that the clinical findings in Italy likely do not reflect any
change in the virus itself.


More corona
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Experts are debating the true lethality of coronavirus.


“U.S. cases rise 1.2%; NYC keeps Monday reopening” via
Bloomberg News — New York City still plans to begin reopening
Monday, while Gov. Andrew Cuomo warned that mass protests
against police violence could accelerate the spread of coronavirus and
undo weeks of social-distancing efforts. Coronavirus cases in the U.S.
increased by 1.2% as compared with the same time Monday, to 1.82
million. That’s higher than Monday’s 1% rate, and in line with the
average over the past seven days. Deaths rose 0.9% to 105,644.


“Americans are delaying medical care, and it’s devastating health
care providers” via Ted Melnick, Laris Karklis and Andrew Ba Tran of
The Washington Post — As coronavirus infections spread and sickened
more people in March, visits to hospitals around the country actually
began to drop off. As in many other industries, those lost visits
represented a widespread financial crisis for hospitals and other health
care providers, even in places the novel coronavirus hardly touched.
Many of the nation’s hospitals can ill afford these losses. A third were
already losing money on patient care before the virus hit. More than
1,200 hospitals operated in the red in two or more of the last five years.


“Airport fever screenings for coronavirus raise racial
discrimination, privacy concerns” via Letitia Stein and Brett Murphy
of the USA Today — A federal plan to screen air travelers for a fever to
detect the coronavirus is drawing scrutiny from a government watchdog
officer worried about risking privacy intrusions and racial discrimination
without evidence that such checks will keep Americans safer. The U.S.
Department of Homeland Security has been investigating the use of
body measurement calculations, such as facial recognition and
fingerprinting technology, in airport security.
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“Famed European museums begin to reopen from the coronavirus
shutdown: 'A day to celebrate'” via Raf Casert and Peter Dejong of
the USA Today — As Europe slowly emerges from the coronavirus
pandemic, Monday let a brilliant ray shine through the gloom as several
of the top museums globally reopened to flaunt their riches. Across the
continent, museum officials rejoiced as visitors were let in again. Some
1,600 people reserved tickets in advance to see the Sistine Chapel and
its sublime walls and ceilings on the first day the Vatican Museums
opened to the public after a three-month coronavirus shutdown. During
peak summer months, the Vatican Museums routinely would have an
hourslong line of tourists waiting to enter since there was no advance
reservation system to schedule visit times.


A limited number of visitors admire Rembrandt's Night Watch at the reopened
Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, Netherlands. Image via AP.


“Parisians savor more than the coffee as cafés reopen” via Adam
Nossiter of The New York Times — Parisians could once again sit
down with one another, separately. They could be convivial without
getting too close to one another, a French ideal. They could be in
roughly the same space together, without ever having to talk to one
another (only tourists talk across neighboring tables to strangers, a
strict Parisian no-no). They could linger for hours if they needed to: the
essential difference between the French cafe and its trans-Atlantic
cousin. On a brilliant spring day, the moment could be savored, even if
with reserve, restraint and logic. “It’s obviously the most important
turning point for returning to true Parisian life,” said Michel Wattebault.


“Latin America, Caribbean reopening economies. But COVID-19
still sharply rising.” via Jacqueline Charles, Jimena Tavel and Nora
Gámez Torres of the Miami Herald — With Latin America and the
Caribbean registering more than 250,000 new infections of COVID-19
over the past week, the entire region of the Americas now account for
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more than half of new cases reported globally and should serve as a
wake-up call to redouble efforts to deal with the pandemic. The region
is now nearing 3 million confirmed cases and the epidemiological curve
is still rising sharply in many countries.


“USDA announces first confirmed U.S. case of a dog testing
positive for coronavirus” via The Washington Post — The United
States Department of Agriculture’s National Veterinary Services
Laboratories announced the first confirmed case of a dog in the U.S.
testing positive for the novel coronavirus. The pet dog was a German
shepherd in New York state. Samples from the dog were taken after it
showed signs of respiratory illness, and the dog is expected to make a
full recovery. One of the dog’s owners had tested positive for the
coronavirus and the other had developed symptoms. “We are still
learning about SARS-CoV-2 in animals, but there is currently no
evidence that animals play a significant role in spreading the virus,” the
USDA statement said.


  D.C. matters
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“Trump uses Russia as a shield, or weapon, in fight with European
leaders over future of Group of Seven” via Anne Gearan of The
Washington Post — The on-again, off-again saga of this year’s Group
of Seven economic meeting has had several plotlines. Trump first
announced he would host it himself at his Doral golf resort in Florida.
Then, after criticism over his decision to use his private business as the
site of a government event, the annual meeting was relocated to the
woodsy Camp David retreat in Maryland. The coronavirus pandemic
then led to it being rescheduled as a virtual event. It wasn’t until that
last plot twist that Trump raised what seemed the dormant, and fraught,
question of whether Russia should again be included in the clubby
annual meetings.


“Trump’s unexpected ally in the fight against tech” via John Hendel
of POLITICO — Brendan Carr, the junior Republican on the Federal
Communications Commission, who is embracing a flavor of distinctly
Trumpian rhetoric that could help him leapfrog his way to the
chairmanship of the five-member regulatory agency. The FCC, though it
has no direct authority over social media, could play a key role in
assisting Trump's efforts to rein in the power of Twitter and other online
companies. Carr has caught Trump's attention in the past week with a
series of appearances on conservative and business-oriented television
shows, in which the commissioner backed the President's fight against
platforms like Twitter.


Brendan Carr, the junior Republican on the Federal Communications
Commission, is using Trumpian rhetoric that could propel him to chair.


“Veterans Affairs backs down, agrees to remove gravestones with
swastikas, praise for Adolf Hitler” via Anthony Man of the Orlando
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Sentinel — The federal government is taking steps to remove
headstones that bear swastikas and praise for Hitler from veterans
cemeteries. The Department of Veterans Affairs run by Trump had
resisted taking action, but reversed itself Monday evening after
pressure from Democratic and Republican lawmakers who are in
charge of the agency’s spending. “VA’s initial decision to leave the
gravestones in place was callous and irresponsible, but [Monday’s]
decision is an honorable move in the right direction,” U.S. Rep. Debbie
Wasserman Schultz.


“Florida judge confirmed to serve on federal bench” via the News
Service of Florida — John Badalamenti, a judge on Florida’s 2nd
District Court of Appeal, was confirmed by the U.S. Senate to become a
federal district judge. The Senate voted 55-22 to confirm Badalamenti
to serve as a judge in the Middle District of Florida, an area that
stretches from Fort Myers to Jacksonville and includes Orlando and
Tampa. Former Gov. Rick Scott appointed Badalamenti to the state
appeals court, which hears cases from the Tampa Bay area, Lakeland
and Southwest Florida. Scott and U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio voted to
confirm. Badalamenti’s background includes serving as a law clerk for
two federal appellate judges and working for the law firm Carlton Fields
and in the federal public defender’s office in Tampa.


  


“Cristobal forms as third storm of year” via the News Service of
Florida — Tropical Storm Cristobal formed in the Gulf of Mexico, the
third named storm of 2020. The National Hurricane Center said the
slow-moving system, with 35 mph sustained winds, was located about
140 miles west of Campeche, Mexico. The initial forecast put the
system traveling north toward the Gulf Coast this weekend. “Newly
named Tropical Storm Cristobal is strengthening in the Gulf,” a tweet on
the feed of the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles and Florida Highway Patrol said. “It could go anywhere from
Texas to Florida. Don't wait to get prepared for a hurricane.”


Statewide
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Tropical Storm Cristobal is forming in the Gulf of Mexico, the third named storm of
the newly begun hurricane season.


“Medicaid enrollment proposal spurs questions” via Christine
Sexton of the News Service of Florida — Florida Medicaid officials may
have overstepped their authority when they asked the federal
government to waive for the next four years a requirement that frail and
elderly Medicaid beneficiaries have 90 days to enroll in the program.
DeSantis’ administration made the request as it sought broader
approval to keep intact the state’s use of private health plans as part of
a mandatory Medicaid managed-care program. The issue stems from a
federal law that directs state Medicaid programs to provide 90 days of
retroactive coverage to give people time to apply for Medicaid following
traumatic incidents or diagnoses of illnesses. But Medicaid officials are
now asking — without legislative direction — for the federal government
to approve extending the change through 2024.


“Supreme Court weighs reinstating death sentences” via Jim
Saunders of the News Service of Florida — Some justices appeared
skeptical of arguments by lawyers in Attorney General Ashley Moody’s
office, who said the January ruling should lead to reinstating death
sentences for Bessman Okafor, who was convicted in a 2012 murder
in Orange County, and Michael James Jackson, who was convicted in
two 2005 murders in Duval County. Both men were initially sentenced
to death but had those sentences set aside because of a 2016
Supreme Court ruling that, in part, required unanimous jury
recommendations before defendants could receive the death penalty.
Okafor and Jackson have been awaiting new sentencing hearings in
lower courts since 2017.


“All 570 Daytona racing greyhounds find new homes” via the NWF
Daily News — On March 20 the Daytona Beach Racing & Card Club
suspended dog racing and immediately set about the task of finding
570 greyhounds new homes. Mission accomplished, according to Fred
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Guzman, who is president of the gambling facility. The last Daytona
greyhound was adopted on May 15 thanks to a group effort by
Guzman’s team, led by operations director Michael Stringer, and
several dog placement agencies, including the local chapter of Box to
the Wire Greyhound Adoption Inc.


  


“Trump’s reelection chances are dwindling” via Jonathan Bernstein
of Bloomberg Opinion — After a month of bad news, Trump’s approval
ratings have taken another hit. He’s in serious trouble for reelection.
Most of the damage is on the disapproval side. On May 1, Trump was
at 43.3% approval and 50.7% disapproval. Although his approval is
down just a bit, to 42.9%, his disapproval is up another three
percentage points and sits at 53.6%. Two months ago, Trump was
getting his best approval numbers since his brief honeymoon; now, he’s
lost all of that and is back to where he’s been for most of the past two
years.


2020
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“North Carolina Governor rejects GOP's demand for full-fledged
convention” via Maya King and Alex Isenstadt of POLITICO — North
Carolina's Democratic Governor, Roy Cooper, rejected the GOP’s
plans for a full-fledged convention in Charlotte, telling Republican
officials the only way the convention would move forward is with proper
health protocols in place. “The people of North Carolina do not know
what the status of COVID-19 will be in August, so planning for a scaled-
down convention with fewer people, social distancing and face
coverings is a necessity," Cooper wrote in a letter to the Republican
National Committee. The letter is a rebuke of the fully-attended
convention that the RNC and Trump have been pushing for despite
concerns about the spread of the coronavirus.


North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper Is dismissing a full-fledged Republican National
Convention.


“Republicans to tour Nashville as potential convention site” via
Alex Isenstadt of POLITICO — Republican National Committee officials
are considering Nashville and other locations as potential sites for the
GOP convention amid a standoff with North Carolina over whether it will
allow the party to hold it in Charlotte as planned. Party officials are
expected to make a trip to Nashville later this week, likely Thursday or
Friday. Nashville is one of several locations in which Republicans are
expressing interest. Others include Las Vegas; Orlando, Fla.;
Jacksonville, Fla.; and Georgia.


“As Trump attacks voting by mail, GOP builds 2020 strategy
around limiting its expansion” via Amy Gardner, Shawn Boburg and
Josh Dawsey of The Washington Post — Trump’s persistent attacks on
mail-in voting have fueled an unprecedented effort by conservatives to
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limit the expansion of the practice before the November election, with
tens of millions of dollars planned for lawsuits and advertising aimed at
restricting who receives ballots and who remains on the voter rolls. The
strategy reflects the recognition by both parties that voting rules could
decide the outcome of the 2020 White House race amid the electoral
challenges posed by the coronavirus pandemic.


“Republicans fear Trump’s criticism of mail-in ballots will hurt
them” via Trip Gabriel of The New York Times — Trump has
relentlessly attacked mail voting, calling it a free-for-all for cheating and
a Democratic scheme to rig elections. None of the charges are true.
Republican officials and strategists warned that if a wide partisan gap
over mail voting continues in November, Republicans could be at a
disadvantage, an unintended repercussion of the President’s
fearmongering. The President’s baseless claims that mail voting leads
to widespread fraud are working at cross-purposes to the Pennsylvania
Republican Party’s efforts to increase mail voting.


“Lincoln Project pins Trump with Confederate ‘flag of treason’” via
Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — A new ad from The Lincoln Project
ties Trump to the Confederate flag. And the group isn’t afraid to take the
message on the air in a couple of Southern states. The anti-Trump
Republican group purchased airtime in six swing states, including
Florida and North Carolina, to run “Flag of Treason.” “The men who
followed this flag 150 years ago knew what it meant,” the ad begins. But
Trump has refused to decry the flag. Worse, the ad notes, he’s rushed
to the defense of neo-Confederates in the past.


“Does Joe Biden have an enthusiasm problem?” via Aaron Blake of
The Washington Post — A poll this week from The Washington Post
and ABC News had some rough findings for Trump — chief among
them being his 10-point deficit to Biden. But Trump, ever the optimist,
found something he liked quite a bit in the poll. “Biggest ‘enthusiasm’
lead ever!” he declared. That may be characteristically overstated, but
Trump does have a point. The Post-ABC poll does show a major
enthusiasm gap between him and Biden. While 69% of Trump
supporters said they were “very enthusiastic” about supporting him, just
half that number — 34% — said the same in Biden’s case. To the
extent that enthusiasm matters in presidential elections, Trump has an
unusually large lead.


“While America struggles for its soul, Biden struggles for
relevance” via John F. Harris of POLITICO — The condemnations of
Trump and his policies assign the President an undeniable agency.
There is a clear link between ideas and consequences. People
excoriate Trump, and in so doing ratify his relevance. Relevance is the
quality needed most urgently now by Biden. This is a moment that
challenges more than his limited stylistic range. Biden, wearing a mask
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and taking notes, met with African American religious leaders in his
hometown of Wilmington, Del. It was his most extended in-person event
in weeks.


“Val Demings on Floyd, protests, police, and ‘the ghost in the
room’” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Demings, now a top
prospect to be the Democrats vice presidential candidate on Biden‘s
ticket, gave her perspective on centuries of racism in America; how that
affects police efforts to be one with the communities they serve; why
Floyd’s death under the knee of a Minneapolis police officer stirs
powerful responses; and why political leaders fail or succeed to address
the growing anger in the demonstrations. “We have got to
acknowledge, sometimes painfully, that racism is still the ghost in the
room,” Demings said. “This is not a black problem, although black
people are at the fore of it. It’s about disparate treatment of African
Americans in this country. But that is an American problem.”


Val Demings speaks candidly about George Floyd and the persistent racism in
America. Image via AP.


First on #FlaPol — “Personnel note: Max Steele joins American
Bridge” via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics — American Bridge PAC
welcomed Steele to its “Trump War Room” this week. “Excited to
announce that this week I started at American Bridge as Senior Adviser
for Communications for the Trump War Room,” Steele said in an email.
“I'm sure I'll be bugging some of you in the not too distant future with
Trump Admin pitches. In the meantime, if there's anything you need
from me or from Bridge, please don't hesitate to reach out.” Steele has
a wealth of experience in communications — he was the Florida
Democratic Party’s communications director during the 2016 election
cycle, later serving as senior communications director for the
Pennsylvania Democratic Party. Through March, he was the director of
rapid response for U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar’s presidential campaign.
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Personnel note: Maggie’s List names new senior finance
consultant — Maggie’s List named Ann Woods Herberger as its
senior finance consultant, who will lead fundraising efforts to support
the organization’s endorsed candidates in 2020. “We are thrilled to
have Ann join us in the fight to elect our endorsed candidates for office
in districts and states across the country,” said Maggie’s List Chairman
Sandra Mortham. “Ann brings considerable firepower to our existing
national grassroots network and has the capability to enhance our
efforts in a way that very few political professionals possess.” Herberger
is a native Iowan who got her start on George H.W. Bush’s 1988
presidential campaign. In 1995, Ann started The Woods Herberger
Group a full-service fundraising consulting business. Maggie's List is a
PAC focused on electing conservative women to federal office.


  


GOP fundraiser in Key West still on — Top Senate Republicans,
undeterred by the pandemic and widespread protests, are planning to
hold a fundraiser in Key West sometime in the next few days. As
reported by Matt Dixon of POLITICO Florida, Senate President-
Designate Wilton Simpson, who is in charge of the GOP’s Senate
campaign arm, said the cancellation was discussed “but our economy is
based on tourism, and Keys has been hit unusually hard, so we thought
the event was a good way to help them recover. It felt like this event is
something we should still do.”


“In District 10 House race, a Republican challenger calls for
improved infrastructure” via the Orlando Sentinel editorial board — A
Republican hoping to challenge Demings in the U.S. House District 10
race said he wants to see more spending for infrastructure and to help
small business. Willie Montague, who runs a nonprofit in Orlando
called House of Timothy, said his other priorities include better health
care for the region’s homeless population and more programs to help
youth. Montague is one of two Republicans who will be on the Aug. 18
primary ballot. The other is attorney Vennia Francois, who was invited
to a video meeting with Montague but did not attend.


More from the trail
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Conservative Republican Willie Montague is hoping to oust Val Demings from
Congress.


“Rachel Brown moves from protests to ballot in SD 27” via Jacob
Ogles of Florida Politics — From a protest in Fort Myers, Democrat
Brown said the scene looked different from violence across America.
“Protest was perfect today. Complete peace and there were some
watchers taping,” she told Florida Politics in a text. Hers is a different
kind of Senate run for Southwest Florida, she faces a longtime state
lawmaker — Republican Ray Rodrigues, a heavy favorite — who cut
his teeth in politics over eight years in the Legislature, two as a House
Republican Leader. For Brown, a first-time candidate in her early 20s,
the streets have been her candidate training institute. “I’ve done a lot of
protests for climate and for other organizations in the area,” she said.


“Candidates lineup for state House races” via the News Service of
Florida — Republican House members Jayer Williamson, Brad Drake
and Ralph Massullo and Democrat Ben Diamond have drawn
challengers in recent days. Crestview Democrat Angela Hoover
opened an account to run against Williamson in House District 3. In
nearby House District 5, Freeport Democrat Anita Huffman opened a
campaign account to challenge Drake. Meanwhile, Hernando Democrat
Dushyant Jethagir Gosai opened an account to run against Massullo
in House District 34. In the Tampa Bay area, St. Petersburg Republican
Matt Tito opened an account to challenge Diamond in Pinellas
County’s House District 68. Also, Democrat Linda Tripp opened an
account to try to succeed term-limited Rep. Cary Pigman, in House
District 55.



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-xh/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-xk/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xdkdjtd-edrdjlhjd-xu/





  


“A spiraling nation cries out for steady leadership. Trump offers
empty threats.” via Dana Milbank of The Washington Post — This has
always been a presidency of empty threats. But as the country spirals
into ever lower depths of disaster — health crisis, economic collapse,
racial strife, violence in the streets — Trump’s trademark combination of
tough talk and woefully ineffective action has become his standard M.O.
Americans are crying out for a steady hand, not the gassing of peaceful
demonstrators so a Bible-waving President can stage a churchyard
photo op. All Trump offers in answer to the nation’s epic calamities are
bluster and weakness. What problems he doesn’t cause he makes
worse. The question is whether his countrymen will pardon him for his
failure during this hour of need. When we most need strong and steady,
he has given us weak and mouthy.


Top opinion


  


“Trump vowed to disrupt Washington. Now he faces disruption in
the streets.” via Mark Leibovich of The New York Times — One of the
recurring themes of the last three and a half years is that Trump has
disrupted Washington, just as his voters demanded. Until recently, the
day-to-day existence of so-called official Washington has felt anything
but disrupted. In recent nights, the streets around the White House
have been clogged with thousands of protesters. The crowds have
been multiracial and comprised a free-for-all of purposes. Flames
engulfed St. John’s Episcopal Church near the White House, where two
decades of Presidents have come to worship, the so-called Church of
the Presidents.


“Trump has declared war on part of the United States” via Randy


Opinions
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Schultz of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Trump was having a very
bad week before a Minneapolis cop murdered Floyd. Then came the
Floyd killing. Trump warned on Twitter that protesters at the White
House could be “really badly hurt” by “some of the most vicious dogs
and most ominous weapons I have ever seen.” Hoping that Donald
Trump could try to heal the country is like hoping that Freddie Krueger
could scrub up and assist during surgery. As Trump sees it, chaos
diverts attention from his administration’s inept COVID-19 response.


“Don’t call in the troops” via The Wall Street Journal editorial board —
Trump lectured Governors on Monday that they should get tougher and
“dominate” lawbreakers who are looting stores, burning buildings and
assaulting police. His words were blunt and unsympathetic as usual,
but he’s right that public order is first and foremost an obligation of state
and local government. The Governors and mayors need to protect the
innocent if they don’t want the federal government to call in the military
to patrol their streets instead.


“Floyd protests call for a stronger vaccine against systemic
racism” via The Palm Beach Post editorial board — America is battling
a virus. A virus called racism. And like the novel coronavirus that
causes the deadly disease, COVID-19, racism infects, spreads and, too
often, kills. Marches and protests, acknowledgments and community
outreach, legislation for civil rights and voting rights, better law-
enforcement training, they’ve all pointed us to a cure, but only to limited
success. This time, America needs a more proven vaccine to battle the
virus. As a start, root out and fire the bad police who are making the job
of good police that much harder.


“A national outcry for better leadership” via the South Florida Sun-
Sentinel editorial board — It is a tribute to America that so many people
have turned out to peacefully protest yet another indefensible police
killing of an unresisting black citizen. The ensuing violence, some of it
obviously coordinated, is equally inexcusable. Those who commit such
crimes are as great a danger to society as rogue cops are. Nothing in
the law, though, supports the use of the U.S. military where civilian
authorities have not shown themselves to be helpless. Trump’s threats
feed the schemes of extremists who believe that destabilizing America
helps their subversive ambitions.
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Gov. DeSantis says there’s been a lull in the violence that arose from
protests against police brutality in the state. Hopefully, it will stay that
way.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— There were 70 more fatalities from COVID-19 in Florida, making it
one of the worst days on record. Now, there are 57,447 confirmed
cases of coronavirus in the Sunshine State — an increase of more than
600 in one day.


— The Florida Education Association releases its plan for the safe
reopening of public schools. The teachers want COVID-19 testing for
everyone on campus and social distancing, even on school busses.
They also want the state to suspend school grades and other
accountability procedures during the upcoming school year.


Today's Sunrise
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— A deep dive into two cases at the Florida Supreme Court where
Attorney General Ashley Moody is asking for another chance to
execute former death row inmates spared by the courts in 2017. But her
lawyers ran into a lot of skepticism when they made their case to the
high court.


— Today’s Florida Man story includes a somewhat-famous Florida
Woman — Carole Baskin. If you have Netflix, you know who she is.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“Trump said, ‘I have the best words.’ Now they’re hers.” via James
Poniewozik of The New York Times — The actions belong to the
comedian Sarah Cooper, whose homemade lip-syncs of the
President’s rambling pandemic-related statements have become the
most effective impression of Trump yet. Plenty of wags seized on
Trump’s bleach prescription for easy jokes, but her performance gets at
something deeper: the peacocky entitlement of the longtime boss who
is used to having his every whim indulged, his every thought-doodle
praised as a Michelangelo. Her karaoke Trump holding forth on the
math of disease testing and wrestling with what it means to test


Aloe
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“positively” for a virus.


Comedian Sarah Cooper went viral with a TikTok lip-sync of Donald Trump.
Image via Sarah Cooper.


“SpaceX proceeding toward eighth launch of Starlink satellites
from Cape Canaveral” via Emre Kelly of Florida Today — After
successfully taking astronauts to orbit over the weekend, SpaceX is still
targeting Wednesday night for the launch of another batch of Starlink
internet satellites from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station. If schedules
hold, a Falcon 9 rocket will boost 60 of the flat-packed satellites to low-
Earth orbit from Launch Complex 40 at 9:25 p.m. The window to launch
closes about 30 minutes later. Anticipated weather conditions are
trending favorably for the most part, with the Space Force anticipating
70% "go" conditions during the window.


“Florida Holocaust Museum continues its mission beyond St.
Petersburg” via Maggie Duffy of the Tampa Bay Times — While the
Florida Holocaust Museum has been closed to the public since March
16, it continues to offer teachers and students educational resources.
“We have been aiding implementation of Florida’s Required Instruction
for Holocaust education by providing teacher training, relevant
classroom programs, and quality resources across the state, free of
charge, for over 28 years," executive director Elizabeth Gelman stated
in the release. Gelman also said that the museum has been holding
virtual training for teachers throughout the state and will continue to do
so in June.


“Lowest Florida June 1 gas prices in 17 years” via
NorthEscambia.com — June begins with the lowest gas prices in
Florida since 2003. The average price per gallon in the state was $1.90
per gallon, 70 cents less than one year ago. In Escambia County, the
average price was $1.80 per gallon Sunday night. In North Escambia, a
low price of $1.67 could be found at a station in Cantonment.
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“A drive-in rave hits Florida this weekend. DJs explain how it’ll
work” via Jay Cridlin of the Tampa Bay Times — Coming on the heels
of drive-in raves this past weekend in Houston and Phoenix, Orlando’s
Road Rave features headliner Carnage along with Blunts and Blondes,
Riot Ten, Nitti Gritti and Gravedgr. Parking spaces sold out within 24
hours; tickets sold out not long thereafter. A plethora of rules abound:
Six fans to a car, people can’t leave their space, face masks required,
and concessionaires roaming in golf carts taking snack orders from
food trucks. For the artists, too safety will be paramount with no fan
meet-and-greets, plenty of distancing backstage, and masks on the
main stage.


  


Celebrating today is Robert Agrusa, the president of the Apopka
Chamber of Commerce and political consultant Mark Proctor.


Happy birthday
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From: Envision2bWell
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: One Action You Can Take Now To Help Fight COVID
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 9:45:35 AM


Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.


Dear Public Health Official, 
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We at Envision2bWell look to you as our Subject Matter Experts and Key Opinion
Leaders in the field of Public Health for your input and expertise in helping to drive
the continued development of a technology platform to aid in the tracking of
symptoms and tracing of individuals. 


Please help us support your ongoing efforts by completing this brief 6 question
survey by Friday, July 10, 2020. 


In appreciation for your input, Envision2bWell will give you a 30-day free trial to the
Envision2bWell app for your personal use. You will receive an offer code via
email for your free trial within one week of the survey closing. 


Thank you in advance for helping us deliver the next generation of tools
that can help public health professionals contain this and other diseases.  If you
have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 


Envision2bWell, 


Julia Deupree 


Program Manager, Health & Wellness Alliances 
844-473-4748 EXT: 703 
juliadeupree@envision2bwell.io 
www.envision2bwell.io 


 


TAKE SURVEY


Survey powered by SurveyMonkey


Copyright © 2020 Envision2bWell Inc, All rights reserved. 
You've been added to receive this email because of past contact at a convention,
meeting or networking group. You may opt out but we would prefer that you give us
an opportunity to stay connected. Stay Well, Wear a Mask and Envision2bWell. 
Our mailing address is: 
Envision2bWell Inc
929 S High St # 204
West Chester, PA 19382-5466
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From: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT on behalf of City of Jacksonville EOC Situation Unit
To: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT@LIST.COJ.NET
Subject: COVID-19 - Situation Report #192 20200710 [1300] + Community Lifeline Status Report
Date: Friday, July 10, 2020 1:09:31 PM
Attachments: COVID-19 - Situation Report #192 20200710 [1300].pdf


COVID-19 - Duval County Lifeline Status Report - W.O. 20200706.pdf


All,
 
Please see the attached Situation Report #192 and the Community Lifeline Status Report for this
week regarding the COVID-19 response.
 
Thank you,
 
SITUnit
City of Jacksonville
Emergency Operations Center
904-255-3129 (Desk)
904-255-3121 (Watch Office)
904-255-3110 (Main Line)
 


ONE CITY. ONE JACKSONVILLE.


 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list, please send email to:
LISTSERV@LIST.COJ.NET with a single line of text in the main BODY of the message that
reads, UNSUBSCRIBE COJ_EOC_SITUNIT
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From: DOH COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE
Subject: COVID-19 Daily Media Clips for 6.25.20
Date: Thursday, June 25, 2020 4:53:28 PM


COVID-19 Evening Media Clips
 
 
Television
 


00:39
PlayDirect Link
Bay News 9 Your Midday News at 10
Time Jun 25, 2020 10:04 AM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 10:04 AM EDT
Category News
Call Sign BAY9 (BAY9)
Market DMA: 12 Tampa, FL
Language English
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00:38
PlayDirect Link
Bay News 9 Your Midday News at 2
Time Jun 25, 2020 2:03 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 2:03 PM EDT
Category News
Call Sign BAY9 (BAY9)
Market DMA: 12 Tampa, FL
Language English
 
 
 
 


00:49
PlayDirect Link
ABC 7 News at Noon
Time Jun 25, 2020 12:07 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 12:07 PM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WWSB (ABC)
Market DMA: 12 Tampa, FL
Language English
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Print
 
The city of Sarasota is giving away protective face masks
Date Collected Jun 25, 2020 10:17 AM EDT
Category Local
Source 10connects.com
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
Florida has seen recent spikes in positive coronavirus tests – as cities around the Tampa Bay area
continue to try to slow the spread of COVID-19.
 
As part of that effort, Sarasota will be giving away up to 50,000 protective face masks over the next
week.
 
City staff members will offer both traditional paper masks and cloth masks to visitors and residents
throughout Sarasota. And, the “Mask Mobile,” a small electric city vehicle featuring a white surgical
mask on the front grill, will drive around town to promote mask usage in public.
 
Sarasota is urging the public to wear protective masks when leaving home as part of its weekly
extension of a public health emergency declaration – in which the city distributed 10,000 masks to
residents in May.
 
A public health advisory recommending that all individuals in Florida wear masks in any setting
where social distancing is not possible has been issued by the Florida Department of Health.
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says cloth face coverings may slow the spread of the
virus and help people who may have the virus and do not know it from transmitting it to others.
 
 
 
'Mask Mobile' Makes Debut In Sarasota To Stem Coronavirus
Date Collected Jun 25, 2020 11:17 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Patch
Market Tallahassee, FL
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If you spot a mask-wearing electric vehicle around the city, you may be in for a surprise — not to
mention a free mask.
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City officials plan to give away up to 50,000 protective face masks over the next week to stem the
spread of the new coronavirus.
 
"In April, an online survey we conducted showed that 71 percent of the 1,400 respondents want
masks to be required in public until the COVID-19 threat has passed," Sarasota City Manager City
Manager Tom Barwin said.
 
Residents can get a free mask when they see the Mask Mobile, an electric vehicle outfitted with a
surgical mask across the front grill. It even has two eyes on the windshield.
 
"Our goal is to help facilitate and encourage everyone to be a kind neighbor and adopt this simple
practice of wearing a mask when away from home," Barwin said. "Thank you to Rosemary District
residents David Lough and Moriah Taliaferro for their involvement, input and creativity with this
public outreach campaign."
 
Some city staff members will also be carrying paper masks and cloth masks to give away to visitors
and residents as they perform their duties throughout Sarasota.
 
City officials strongly urge the public to wear protective masks outside of their homes as part of the
public health emergency declaration. The city distributed 10,000 masks to residents in May.
 
The Florida Department of Health also recently issued a public health advisory recommending all
people in Florida wear masks in any setting where social distancing is not possible.
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, cloth face coverings may slow the
spread of the virus and help people who may have the virus and not know it.
 
"Public health experts have made it clear that whenever social distancing is not possible, face
coverings are the next best option for halting the spread of this highly contagious virus," Barwin
added. "If a presymptomatic person and COVID-free person are both wearing masks when crossing
paths, the possible spread of the virus is reduced by 95 percent."
 
A state-run, walk-up COVID-19 testing site is available at Robert L. Taylor Community Complex at
1845 34th St. from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. or until daily testing capacity is reached. Testing is open to
everyone, regardless of residency or symptoms without appointments.
 
To reach a Sarasota-specific call center for questions and concerns about the Coronavirus, call 941-
861-2883 between 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
 
Visit www.FloridaHealth.gov/COVID-19 for more information on the coronavirus in Florida. You can
also call 866-779-6121. The hotline is available 24 hours per day.
 
 
 
New COVID-19 numbers: Florida reports another 5,004 cases
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A day after hitting a new high for new cases in a single day, Florida reported another 5,004 new
positive cases of COVID-19.
 
The new case reports come from the Florida Department of Health, which on Wednesday reported a
record number of new coronavirus cases with 5,508. That number is the highest reported in a single
day since tracking began.
 
Thursday marks the second time new cases were reported at more than 5,000.
 
There have now been 114,018 positive cases of coronavirus in Florida as of June 25.
 
As of Thursday morning, the state reported a percent positivity rate for new cases at 8.72 percent,
which is a drop from Wednesday's at 15.91 percent.
 
Infectious disease experts say the new data coming in daily on coronavirus numbers in Florida is
alarming.
 
"We don't want to see this. You don't want to see another giant peak. That brings us back to where
we were at the start of this pandemic," Dr. Jill Roberts with the University of South Florida Public
Health said.
 
Doctors say the virus is spreading rapidly while the median age of those getting sick continues to fall.
And, experts at USF are predicting another spike in two weeks.
 
On Wednesday, the governors of New York, New Jersey and Connecticut announced the states will
require visitors from states with COVID-19 hotspots to quarantine upon arrival. The advisory impacts
travelers from Florida and eight other states.
 
As Florida continues to see jumps in new cases, some Tampa Bay area leaders have implemented or
are considering mandatory face mask orders. As of Thursday, Pinellas, Hillsborough and Pasco
counties have enacted face mask orders following in the steps of cities like St. Petersburg and
Tampa.
 
And, some lawmakers from Florida are calling on Gov. Ron DeSantis to issue a statewide order
requiring face masks. The call comes from 13 lawmakers and led by Representatives Donna Shalala
(FL-27) and Debbie Wasserman Shultz (FL-23).
 
“As positive cases surge and hospitalizations increase, it is imperative that you take data-driven
action to help protect Floridians, our families, and our communities from the dangers of COVID-19,”
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the Members wrote to DeSantis in a letter sent Tuesday.
 
The lawmakers said their ask falls in line with recommendations by Florida Surgeon General Dr. Scott
Rivkees, who said, "all individuals in Florida should wear face coverings in any setting where social
distancing is not possible."
 
 
 
Panama City Beach officials 'tap the brakes' on loosening COVID-19 restrictions
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After a recent spike in COVID-19 cases, Panama City Beach officials had to rethink their next steps
toward bouncing back from the pandemic.
 
COVID-19-related topics slated for discussion during Thursday’s meeting included allowing public
access to all city building and facilities, suspending required temperature checks, ending the
suspension of involuntary water utility shut offs and late payments, scheduling the Summer Concert
Series to begin July 16, re-instituting voluntary payout of accrued sick leave to the city’s deferred
retirement option plan and letting the Aquatic Center Children’s Pool open at 50% occupancy.
 
However, only ordinances for water utility and the city’s deferred retirement option plan were
approved.
 
According to the Florida Department of Health in Bay County, 151 people have tested positive for
the coronavirus in Bay County over the past 30 days alone. Of those, 19 were hospitalized and none
have died.
 
“The volatility of this particular infection is scary,” said Tony O’Rourke, city manager for PCB. “We
thought we were doing quite well ... but things have changed.”
 
During the meeting, O’Rourke added that as of Thursday, the city had more than $740,000 in late
water utility payments. He also recommended that late payments between April and July be
collected.
 
“Things are booming (in PCB), that’s the good news,” O’Rourke said. “We may be paying a price for
that, but the economy is definitely in full roar ... so there should be the ability for most people to
make these payments.”
 
For Councilman Geoff McConnell, as well as other members of the council, taking a step back from
lifting restrictions was the right move.
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McConnell added that there’s been some confusion as far as hospital occupancy and the number of
COVID-19 victims in ICU beds at local hospitals.
 
“The ICU beds that are being occupied are not all COVID-19 cases,” he said. “They’re a various
amount of different ailments and issues.
 
“I don’t want people to feel like we’re (filled) up with COVID around here.”
 
Mayor Mark Sheldon agreed and added that in a recent conference call, officials with Gulf Coast
Regional Medical Center “specifically wanted that to be known.”
 
“There is availability, (and they’re moving) back to normal operations,” Sheldon said. “They
specifically said that even though the cases (of COVID-19) are increasing, they’re not seeing a direct
correlation of that in their ICUs ... and I think the public needs to understand that.”
 
 
 
Curry warns businesses not complying with restrictions could lose licenses By Christopher Hong
and Emily Bloch
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Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry said Wednesday that code enforcement officers will patrol local bars
and restaurants and report violations of the governor's restriction on indoor capacity to state
regulators, who he said are prepared to revoke licenses of businesses that refuse to comply.
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis eased restrictions earlier this month by allowing bars to reopen. Bars and
restaurants are restricted to 50 percent of their indoor capacity and have no limitations on outdoor
seating.
 
The state has during the last two weeks seen an increase in COVID-19 cases, especially among
younger people.
 
Florida recorded another single-day high record of newly reported COVID-19 cases according to the
Florida Department of Health's Wednesday report. The department said it saw an increase of 5,508
cases in 24 hours -- the biggest spike since last week when just over 4,000 new cases were reported
in one day. The total number of cases in Florida is now 109,014.
 
The state recorded 44 new deaths related to the coronavirus, none of which were in Northeast
Florida. Just a day earlier, the state recorded its largest increase in coronavirus-related deaths in
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three weeks.
 
To date, the health department reports 3,281 people in Florida have died from COVID-19, including
113 in Northeast Florida.
 
DeSantis warned Tuesday the state will crack down on businesses violating his attendance
restrictions, and Curry echoed DeSantis' warning during a press conference Wednesday.
 
Curry said city code enforcement officers will make evening patrols starting this week and report all
violations to the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation, which oversees
licensing of businesses. He said violators could lose their licenses to serve food and alcohol.
 
He also spoke about the city's Small Business Grant Relief Program, which City Council approved an
additional $3 million in funding for this week. The grant provides one time $2,000 payments to 1,500
businesses.
 
Clay County announced grant funding news as well.
 
On Wednesday, a news release said Clay County is one of 55 smaller Florida counties designated to
share the Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act funding, known as the CARES Act.
 
Florida has allocated $38,257,784 to Clay County to go toward "readiness to address the ongoing
impacts of the pandemic," the news release said, as well as over $9 million of the grant's total
allotment. Clay County commissioners voted to accept the funds and a proposed spending plan on
Tuesday.
 
Curry also doubled down on the city's refusal to share data it receives from local hospitals about
COVID-19 patient admissions, which he has said is one of the most important metrics for the public
to track.
 
Curry said the city isn't in a position to share data since it receives it from local hospitals. He said
local hospitals have not experienced a significant increase in admissions and pledged to warn the
public if that happens.
 
"We're monitoring the local health systems. They aren't overloaded. They aren't stressed by COVID-
19 patients," Curry said.
 
Local hospitals have been reluctant to share their COVID-19 patient information with the public,
although a few organizations provided figures Wednesday to the Times-Union.
 
A spokesman for UF Health
 
Jacksonville said its doctors are treating 16 patients with COVID-19 at its Jacksonville facilities. UF
Health Jacksonville CEO Leon Haley, who spoke during Curry's press conference, said the hospital's
COVID-19 admissions have doubled and 30 patients are suspected of having the virus. He said the







hospital has seen patients in its ICU, which state data showed was at full capacity on Wednesday.
 
A spokeswoman for Baptist Medical Center said it is treating 29 patients with COVID-19. Three of the
patients have recovered, and one is in the ICU, the spokeswoman said.
 
A spokeswoman for Mayo Clinic refused to provide any information about its COVID-19 patients. A
spokeswoman for HCA Healthcare, which operates Orange Park Medical Center and Memorial
Hospital Jacksonville, also refused to provide information about its COVID-19 patients.
 
The city compiles a detailed report of local hospital admissions and capacity, including the number of
available ventilators, total number of patients who are confirmed to have or suspected of having
COVID-19 and number of ICU patients with COVID-19.
 
Similar data is available to the public in other cities, although Jacksonville has refused to make its
reports public. The state publishes figures about hospital capacity but doesn't say how many patients
have COVID-19.
 
Statewide, Florida's cumulative COVID-19 related hospitalizations to date increased by 256, now
reaching a total of 13,574. It is not known how many of these are active hospitalizations. The
increase constitutes the largest single-day jump since the state report of May 21 added 265 new
hospitalizations.
 
Duval County added 217 new cases, raising the cumulative total to 3,419 positive tests. St. Johns
County added 38 cases, Clay County added 12, Nassau County added 2 and Putnam County added
19.
 
In tests processed by laboratories across the state on Tuesday, the positive test rate increased to
18.43 percent in Wednesday's report, the highest rate reported since April 8, when the rate totaled
18 percent.
 
For Duval County, tests processed Tuesday showed a positive rate of 12.9 percent, an increase from
the 8.9 percent reported 24 hours earlier and the highest recording in 14 days. This time last week,
the percent of positive tests reported in Duval County was 5.5 percent.
 
Putnam County's percentage of daily positive tests rates marked a stark increase, jumping from 4.3
percent to 11.5.
 
St. Johns County's percentage from Tuesday decreased slightly from 10 percent to 9.2 percent.
 
Clay County (6.3 percent) and Nassau County (3.1 percent) also recorded decreases in positive
percentage for lab tests on Tuesday.
 
"We have worked hard to expand testing or continue to expand testing and encourage people to go
out and get tested," Curry said.
 







 
 
‘Personal responsibility’ key to Florida universities’ reopening plans WUFT.org
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As Gov. Ron DeSantis increasingly points to young adults as the source for a spike in coronavirus
cases in Florida, public universities across the state are moving forward with plans to reopen
campuses in the fall.
 
The Florida university system’s Board of Governors on Tuesday approved individual reopening plans
put together by each of the state’s 12 state universities.
 
Board Chairman Syd Kitson acknowledged it is likely schools will see new cases pop up as students
and employees return to campus in the fall.
 
“It is clear that the COVID-19 virus will not likely disappear anytime soon and positive virus cases in
campus communities will likely occur. Social-distancing policies and other protections for students
and employees will become the norm for the foreseeable future,” Kitson said during Tuesday’s
board meeting in Orlando.
 
Florida Surgeon General Scott Rivkees, who attended the meeting, stressed the importance of
“personal responsibility” when reopening campuses. He told university leaders to emphasize the use
of facemasks and hand washing and to encourage individuals to stay home when they feel sick.
 
“Florida data informs us that a younger demographic is now testing positive for COVID-19 than
before. Fortunately, the effects on the young are milder … but we need to continue to protect the
elderly and those with underlying medical conditions,” Rivkees, who is also the secretary of the
Florida Department of Health, said.
 
Florida universities have been working on plans to reopen campuses after the coronavirus pandemic
emptied out campuses in March.
 
All of the Florida university leaders said Tuesday they will require the use of facemasks on campus,
with a few schools saying they intend to reprimand employees and students who do not comply.
 
For example, Florida State University President John Thrasher told the board that employees who do
not use facemasks or abide by social-distance guidelines could be suspended.
 
The state universities also have plans to reduce class sizes and shrink the number of in-person
courses in the fall, in order to allow students and faculty to remain at least six feet apart while
indoors.
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Some schools, including the University of North Florida and Florida A&M University, plan to hold
some face-to-face classes on Saturdays or later in the day to accommodate students who want to
learn in person.
 
Florida International University Provost Kenneth Furton told the board his school will only be able to
offer one-third of its classes face-to-face because of the layout of some classrooms, some of which
include fixed seating.
 
“If we were to modify the physical-distance requirements, we could accommodate more, but right
now that is the biggest challenge,” Furton said, noting that most classes will be held online or using a
hybrid model.
 
Universities also have put in place various plans to test students and faculty for the highly contagious
coronavirus as they return to campus. The schools also will conduct screening of individuals who
may have traveled to regions that are known hot spots for COVID-19, the respiratory illness caused
by the coronavirus.
 
FSU will require all employees to be tested for the virus before returning to campus and will
encourage students to undergo testing. At Florida Gulf Coast University, optional testing will be
provided to all students and employees prior to their return to campus.
 
At the University of Florida, testing will be available to all students but it will be mandatory for all
students who are symptomatic and for those who are in clinical settings on campus.
 
Screening protocols will be used by all universities, but the methods will vary.
 
For example, Florida A&M plans to install temperature kiosks at busy campus locations, such as
libraries. The kiosks will signal an alert when an individual’s temperature is above normal.
 
University of North Florida President David Szymanski said university students will be asked to
conduct their own temperature checks and self-report their well-being to school officials prior to
entering classrooms or buildings.
 
“It’s an evolving situation but right now it is going to be based on self-reporting,” Szymanski said.
 
But board member Eric Silagy urged Szymanski to reconsider and to use technology on campus to
ensure that individuals actually are complying with the temperature checks.
 
“The issue you are going to face is that there are going to be students who are asymptomatic and
they are going to feel fine and, if they are not really vigilant about taking their temperature, you are
not going to have an early warning,” Silagy said.
 
Board member Charles Lydecker also asked Szymanski to ensure that students abide by social-
distancing guidelines if they attend the Republican National Convention in Jacksonville, where the







university is located.
 
Lydecker worried that thousands of people from across the country will congregate at the
convention in late August, around the time that students will be arriving on campus.
 
He said there is a “high likelihood that face masks won’t be worn” at the convention because
President Donald Trump has not embraced them, despite health officials’ recommendations that
face coverings can reduce the spread of COVID-19.
 
Lydecker asked Szymanski if the Jacksonville university would consider prohibiting students from
attending the convention, to prevent a COVID-19 outbreak on campus.
 
“We can’t do that. This is still America,” Szymanski responded, adding that university officials will
stress to students the value of social distancing and using facemasks.
 
 
 
Jacksonville breaks daily coronavirus record, First Coast exceeds 5K cases
Date Collected Jun 25, 2020 12:39 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Author Drew Dixon
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
Jacksonville set a new record Wednesday for the daily increase of coronavirus cases, according to
data released by the Florida Department of Health Thursday.
 
Duval County saw a jump of 305 new COVID-19 cases Wednesday, rising from 3,419 cases Tuesday
to 3,724. It’s the first time Jacksonville exceeded 300 new cases in one day and the spike pushed the
First Coast region past 5,000 total cases.
 
The percentage of positive test results continues to be running notably high. While Wednesday’s
positive test rate dropped to 8.2%, Jacksonville has averaged a positive rate of 9.6% over the past
week.
 
Jacksonville also saw an increase in deaths Wednesday, with 64 people now passed.
 
The increasing figures come as anxieties rise about Jacksonville hosting the Republican National
Convention in late August. Two public opinion polls released in the past week show Jacksonville
residents are concerned the GOP event running from Aug. 24-27 will increase the spread of
coronavirus.
 
 
A University of North Florida poll found 71% of residents fear the RNC will spread the illness in the
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city. A RABA poll found 57% of Jacksonville residents thought the convention would lead to a new
COVID-19 outbreak.
 
Jacksonville could see a lull and then subsequent spike in the coming days as the city opened its
busiest public testing site again at Lot J outside TIAA Bank Field. Vehicles stretched in lines for
several blocks on Bay Street with people waiting sometimes for hours to get the exams until a storm
damaged the site Tuesday afternoon.
 
The damage knocked the site out of commission from Tuesday afternoon through Wednesday. But it
was opened again Thursday morning.
 
In other First Coast areas, St. Johns County saw a notable spike Wednesday with 41 new cases,
bringing its total to 599. St. Johns had been hovering around 30 new cases per day in the past week.
 
St. Johns County has also had a high positive rate for COVID-19 tests, averaging 8.5% daily for the
past week.
 
 
Clay County had an increase of nine cases, Nassau County had eight new cases and Baker County
had two new COVID-9 infections Wednesday.
 
Across the Northeast Florida five-county region, there are now 5,045 cases of coronavirus, 109
deaths and 517 hospitalizations.
 
Throughout Florida, there are now 114,018 total cases, 3,327 deaths and 13,775 hospitalizations
attributed to COVID-19.
 
 
 
Central Florida Doctors Warn: Younger Patients Are Not Immune to Serious Coronavirus
Complications
Date Collected Jun 25, 2020 12:37 PM EDT
Category Local
Source WMFE
Author Danielle Prieur
Market Orlando, FL
Language English
 
The majority of new coronavirus patients at AdventHealth in the Orlando area are in their 40s and
50s about a decade older than the state and county median patient age.
 
Dr. Eduardo Oliveira says that might explain why hospitalizations in the system are at an all-time
high. He says younger patients in their 20s and 30s tend to have fewer co-existing conditions which
improves health outcomes, but they can still develop complications.
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“You can be a 21 year old and get very severe illness, end up on a ventilator, requiring several
aggressive treatments to allow you and help you pull through this.”
 
Oliveira said some of these patients may even continue to experience symptoms after recovery.
 
“Patients that have been initially even in the hospital that initially did very well. And they were
stable. They had a period of decomposition, they stabilized. And then later on they developed more
serious breathing problems.”
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis has said the state will continue with its plans to reopen as he maintains most
younger people are asymptomatic and older people account for much of the mortality rate.
 
The state recorded its youngest death, a 17 year-old-boy in Pasco County this week.
 
 
 
St. Augustine Considers Mandatory Face Masks As St. Johns County 'Strongly Encourages' Them
Date Collected Jun 25, 2020 12:25 PM EDT
Category Organization
Source WJCT
Author Bill Bortzfield
Market United States
Language English
 
Getting more people to wear face masks when they’re out in public is gathering momentum in St.
Johns County.
 
St. Augustine’s City Commission has called an emergency virtual meeting for Friday, June 26, to
consider a city resolution that would mandate the use of face coverings indoors, with the exception
of homes, when social distancing is not possible.
 
Although the city is using the word "mandatory" in the proposed resolution for "every person
working, living, visiting, or doing business in the City of Augustine," the resolution also reads, "All
businesses are encouraged to prohibit entry of any person who is not wearing a face covering." The
proposed resolution includes a fine of up to $500 for violators.
 
The city cites “the rapid increase of COVID-19 cases” as the reason an emergency meeting is needed.
The public can submit comments for the meeting via email at CityClerk@CityStAug.com until 5 p.m.
Thursday or by calling 904-293-4330 during the meeting, which will be streamed on the city’s
website.
 
Thursday morning, the St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners issued a statement that
“strongly encourages local businesses to mandate that employees and customers wear masks while
inside their establishments.”
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The commissioners are also asking business to take a pledge that they will adhere to CDC guidelines
regarding cleaning and disinfecting protocols, group size limitations, social distancing
recommendations, and enhanced employee protocols and training.
 
The county said businesses that take the pledge will be eligible to receive a limited mask allotment
for their customers and employees. More information is available at www.pledgesjc.com, or by
calling 904.824.5550 or email pledgesjc@sjcfl.us.
 
COVID-19 cases in St. Johns County have been steadily rising since June 12, with a 30-day peak of 43
new cases on June 19. All told, there have been 587 COVID-19 cases among St. Johns County
residents with 7 deaths and 56 hospitalizations. There have been 12 reported cases among non-
residents, according to the Florida Department of Health.
 
As of Thursday morning, there have been 109,014 COVID-19 cases across Florida with 3,281 deaths
and 13,574 hospitalizations, according to the Florida Department of Health.
 
 
 
Another 5K COVID-19 cases reported in Florida Thursday
Date Collected Jun 25, 2020 12:05 PM EDT
Category Local
Source Florida Politics
Market Saint Petersburg, FL
Language English
 
State health officials reported more than 5,000 COVID-19 cases for a second time Thursday,
following up on the record 5,511 cases listed Wednesday.
 
The 5,004 new cases put the state’s overall case count at 114,018, including 111,724 Florida
residents. Despite the decrease in daily cases, Thursday’s new cases are five times what the state
was seeing in late May, before confirmed cases began surging again.
 
Since Wednesday, 46 residents have died, raising the death toll to 3,327. Not included in the state’s
death toll are 96 non-residents who have died in the state.
 
Another 201 Floridians were hospitalized, lifting the hospitalization count to 13,775. The
Department of Health (DOH) also reported another two hospitalized non-residents, pushing that
total count to 293.
 
On Friday, Gov. Ron DeSantis began highlighting the median age of new cases to demonstrate that
most new cases are effecting younger patients while the uptick hasn’t effected the elderly,
considered an at-risk population. On Wednesday, that age was 34.
 
Wednesday’s complete picture showed 59,202 tests issued, the largest single-day batch in the last
two weeks possibly caused by a testing facility clearing a backlog. The percent positivity rate among
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people who weren’t previously known positives dropped below 10%, where it’s hovered the last 10
days, to reach 8.7%.
 
Emergency department visits for illnesses like the flu and COVID-19 are on the rise in recent days,
particularly among those aged 19 to 54. After dropping to 19.3% 24 hours ago, 22.2% of adult ICU
beds are available statewide. There are 4,755 adults in ICUs.
 
Hospital capacity, hospital visits and positivity rates are some of the state’s main criteria for whether
the reopening process should move forward. But DeSantis has said the state will not be “rolling
back” its reopening plan because of the bulk of cases affect younger, low-risk demographics.
 
“Not huge clinical consequences, but in terms of spread and in terms of some of the vulnerable
populations eventually seeping in there, certainly a cause for concern,” he told reporters in
Tallahassee Saturday.
 
Since June 5, Florida has been in Phase Two of three, which includes allowing 100% capacity at
retailers and mass gatherings of 50 or less. It also enables bars and movie theaters to reopen, but
some chains like AMC are still not opening locations.
 
DeSantis will hold a press conference at 3 p.m. on Thursday in Tampa. The Bay Area has been one of
the state’s resurgent hot spots this month.
 
Hillsborough County crossed 7,000 cases Thursday, precisely 7,329, after recording 437 new
positives. Cases in Pinellas County are also on the rise with 4,669 total, an increase of 636.
 
Orange County, another resurgent county, added 730 new cases to push the total to 6,786.
 
New cases never fully subsided in South Florida, but have also increased there in recent weeks, DOH
reported 885 new cases in Miami-Dade County, where now 28,664 have tested positive.
 
Broward County added 367 cases to reach 12,584 and Palm Beach County has 11,840 overall,
including 304 on Thursday.
 
 
 
 
 








From: St Laurent, Louise R
To: wcg@cokerlaw.com; frankmdenton@gmail.com
Cc: Meyer, Amy P; Medved, Daniel T; Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: FW: Republican National Convention
Date: Wednesday, July 15, 2020 9:53:50 AM
Attachments: image001.png


Requested Letter - DOH-Duval (23.5 KB).msg


Good morning, Mr. Gentry and Mr. Denton,
 
We are in receipt of Mr. Denton’s communications to Dr. Rolle noted below and in the attached
email.  Please be advised that any additional outreach regarding impending or current litigation,
including subpoenas for any testimony or other opinions from my client(s), should be directed to me
as General Counsel. 
 
Thank you,
 


Louise St. Laurent
General Counsel
Office of the General Counsel
Florida Department of Health
4052 Bald Cypress Way, A-02
Tallahassee, FL 32399
(850) 245-4956 (Office)
(850) 597-3531 (Cell)
(850) 245-4790 (Fax)
 
 


From: Frank Denton <frankmdenton@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 4:13 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Re: Republican National Convention
 
Dr. Rolle,
I hope you have decided you can speak up. All the attorneys would need you to say is to repeat the
local, state and CDC recommendations on avoiding large crowds, socially distancing and wearing
masks.
If you have a few minutes sometime this week, W.C. Gentry, the prominent attorney who is the lead
attorney, and I would like to meet with you -- on Zoom or in person, socially distancing, of course.
Thank you for your consideration.
Frank
 
Frank M. Denton, Ph.D.
904-832-5655
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Requested Letter -  DOH-Duval


			From


			Medved, Daniel T


			To


			St Laurent, Louise R


			Recipients


			Louise.StLaurent@flhealth.gov





Louise – Just FYI.  This is pending.  Perhaps we can discuss when time allows on Tuesday.  Thanks.







 







 







Dan.
_______________________________________________
DANIEL T. MEDVED
Deputy General Counsel
County Health Departments/County Health Systems
Office of the General Counsel
Florida Department of Health
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Chief Legal Counsel
Northeast Consortium Legal Office
1845 Holsonback Drive
P.O. Box 9190, Bin 120
Daytona Beach, Florida 32120
Office: 386-274-0833; Direct: 386-274-0834
Cell: 386-547-3561; Fax: 386-274-0840
Email: Daniel.Medved@flhealth.gov 








Florida Department of Health Mission: To protect, promote and improve the health
of all people in Florida through integrated state, county, and community efforts.







 







Please note: Florida has a broad public records law.  Most written communications
to or from state officials regarding state business are public records available to the public
and media upon request.  Therefore, your emails may be subject to public disclosure.







 







 







 







From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 2:47 PM
To: Meyer, Amy P <Amy.Meyer@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Republican National Convention







 







I did receive this though. 







Pauline J. Rolle, MD, MPH, CPH







Interim Health Officer







Medical Executive Director







DOH-Duval
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From: Frank Denton <frankmdenton@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 3:56:08 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Republican National Convention 







 







Dear Dr. Rolle, 







Please read attached letter.







Thank you,







Frank M. Denton, Ph.D.














Letter to Dr. Rolle.docx


Letter to Dr. Rolle.docx


July 5, 2020







Dear Dr. Rolle:



I am a volunteer helping a group of prominent Jacksonville attorneys who, working pro bono for concerned local people and organizations, will petition a state court to intervene in the plan to hold the Republican National Convention here even as the COVID-19 pandemic worsens.



The convention promises to pack the 15,000-seat VyStar Veterans Memorial Arena in violation of state and local mandates to avoid large gatherings, maintain social distancing and wear face masks. Please see this story from The New York Times this past week:



https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/29/us/politics/rnc-masks-convention.html



	The legal action will not seek to stop the convention but, rather, require it to be conducted in a safe manner as prescribed by public-health experts like you. The plaintiffs are not acting politically and, in fact, point out that the convention could be held more safely in the nearby TIAA Bank Field, which is open-air and much larger and would allow social distancing.



	We are asking if you would be willing to sign an affidavit, or at least a letter, with your opinion about the public-health implications of packing 15,000 people inside a closed arena. The lawyers would be happy to prepare an affidavit with your positions for your review and approval.



	We believe this is the last chance to avert what could be a public-health disaster for the people of greater Jacksonville, as well as the attendees at the convention and their later social contacts in every state.



	Will you help us?



Sincerely,



Frank M. Denton, Ph.D.







frankmdenton@gmail.com



904-832-5655

















 
On Mon, Jul 6, 2020 at 4:33 PM Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov> wrote:


Good afternoon Mr. Denton,
 
Thank you for contacting me.  Please allow me an opportunity to review and get back to
you.
 
Sincerely,


From: Frank Denton <frankmdenton@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 3:56 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Republican National Convention
 
Dear Dr. Rolle,
Please read attached letter.
Thank you,
Frank M. Denton, Ph.D.



mailto:Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov

mailto:frankmdenton@gmail.com

mailto:Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov






From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Takeaways from Tallahassee  — Virtual veterans 
Date: Saturday, June 6, 2020 6:00:18 AM


  


As anyone who has spent time in the military or known a veteran will tell
you, one of the key skills they have gained in their service is an ability
to assess a situation and to make the decision to change when
necessary.


Calling on those talents amid the disruption caused by the coronavirus
crisis, Veterans Florida has opted to take its annual expo — originally
scheduled as a daylong session in Orlando — online.


The 2020 Veterans Florida Expo will be livestreamed June 18 from


Virtual veterans
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noon to 4 p.m. on the Veterans Florida YouTube channel.


“Like the veterans we serve, we have to be resilient and adapt to new
circumstances. Holding a Virtual Expo is the best way to connect
veterans and their families with career opportunities, showcase veteran
entrepreneurs, bring top-notch speakers, and tout everything that
makes Florida the nation’s most veteran-friendly state,” said Veterans
Florida Executive Director Joe Marino. “We’re excited to reach
veterans around the country who wouldn’t be able to attend an in-
person event.”


Black Hawk Down veteran Matt Eversmann and Air Force veteran and
award-winning entrepreneur Charlynda Scales will deliver keynote
addresses on leading and succeeding in chaotic situations.


Air Force veteran and entrepreneur Charlynda Scales joins Black Hawk Down
veteran Matt Eversmann ad featured guests of the Veterans Florida Expo 2020.


One of the day’s highlights will be a “Shark Tank”-like competition
where participants in the Veterans Florida Entrepreneurship Program
will vie for bragging rights and funding in the “Battle of the Pitches.”


Veterans Florida partners with colleges, universities and other
nonprofits to equip veteran entrepreneurs with tools to start and grow a
business. These groups hold their own pitch competitions and the
winners move on to the statewide contest.


“Top veteran entrepreneurs in our entrepreneurship program compete
as they apply the skills they’ve acquired,” Marino explained. “There’s no
limit to what a veteran can accomplish when they combine their drive to
succeed with the resources Florida provides.”
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In addition, career seekers will be able to hear directly from veteran-
friendly employers, submit resumes, and watch panel discussions on
topics like the new job search and opportunities in Florida’s high-growth
economy with industries that want to hire veterans.


State agency representatives will introduce ways to access additional
benefits unique to Florida such as professional licensing waivers, low
taxes and government contract procurement.


Veterans Florida is a Tallahassee-based nonprofit created by the State
of Florida to help veterans transition to civilian life and provide tools to
take advantage of the benefits of living and working in the Sunshine
State.


The virtual expo is free to veterans, separating or retiring service
members, entrepreneurs, and their spouses. To register for the
livestream event, visit veteransfloridaexpo.org.


___


Coming up, the usual assortment of tidbits, leftovers and not-ready-for-
prime-time moments by Peter Schorsch, Drew Wilson, Renzo
Downey, Jason Delgado and the staff of Florida Politics.


  


Here’s the “Takeaway 5” — the Top 5 stories from the week that was:


Governor activates Guard, supports military use — Gov. Ron
DeSantis activated the Florida National Guard in response to protests
that engulfed the nation. Hundreds were dispatched around Florida at
local government leaders’ request. The Governor also made clear that
President Donald Trump, despite pushback from Defense Secretary
Mark Esper, is within his rights to dispatch U.S. military trips to
maintain order in U.S. cities. “Having respect for the rule of law and
order in society is just a fundamental thing that has to be respected,” he
told Fox News. “The federal government has the ability to come in and
maintain order.”


Florida enters Phase Two reopening — DeSantis also announced
from Universal Orlando that Florida could enter the next phase of
reopening business this week. As of today, bars and movie theaters
could reopen at 50% capacity. For casinos, specific reopening plans
must be submitted and approved by local government jurisdictions and
the state Department of Business and Professional Regulation, similar
to what’s expected of theme parks. Other newly opening businesses
include tattoo parlors, acupuncture businesses, tanning salons and
massage parlors, all of which must abide by the Department of Health


Take 5



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhllruk-edrdjlhjd-i/





guidance. Gyms can now operate at full capacity. The limit for mass
gatherings also rose from 10 people to 50 people or less.


U.S. Unemployment drops, Florida claims rise — While economists
braced for national job losses to increase, a May report actually showed
the U.S. Unemployment Rate decline from 14.7% last month to 13.3%
now. About 2.5 million jobs were added nationwide. The surprise
economic news shows businesses may be restoring jobs at a much
faster rate than originally anticipated. But new report came a day after a
U.S. Labor report showed 206,494 Floridians reporting job losses this
week, up 18% from the week before. Florida’s ten-week total during the
coronavirus economic collapse is now about 2.5 million since the week
ending March 21. The state Department of Economic Opportunity
received 2.3 million claims through Tuesday.


Courts shoots down assault weapons ban — The Florida Supreme
Court ruled a proposed constitutional amendment proposed by Ban
Assault Weapons NOW is not ready for the ballot. Attorney General
Ashley Moody, the National Rifle Association and the National
Shooting Sports Foundation opposed the measure. But a number of
gun control advocates including survivors and family from the 2016
Pulse shooting and 2018 Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School
shooting had supported the effort. The court ruling focused on ballot
summary language that said the initiative “exempts and requires
registration of assault weapons lawfully possessed prior to this
provision’s effective date.” Supporters couldn’t collect enough
signatures to make the 2020 ballot but sought court approval on
language ahead of the 2022 election.


Florida universities reveal opening details — The state’s 12 public
universities continued to flesh out details regarding housing,
academics, health protocols and athletics. Florida State University, for
example, will not assign triple or quadruple dorm rooms during the fall
semester. Students will be expected to wear face masks when
gathering in lobbies, lounges and other public spaces. University of
Florida officials announced they will start the fall semester a week late
and may be given the option to finish the semester at home after the
Thanksgiving break. Universities are preparing detailed plans that will
be presented June 23 to the Board of Governors.







  


Positive cases:


— 59,993 FL residents (+6,879 since May 29)


— 1,495 Non-FL residents (+112 since May 29)


Origin:


— 2,162 Travel related


— 28,375 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,079 Both


— 27,377 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


Coronavirus numbers
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— 10,794 in FL


Deaths:


— 2,660 in FL


  


As of June 4:


Claims submitted: 2,326,412


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,135,541 (+159,166 since May 28)


— Claims processed: 1,889,814 (+258,937 since May 28)


— Claims paid: 1,213,704 (+160,394 since May 28)


Total paid out: $4.4 billion 4,400,270,211 (+$670 million since May 28)


— State money: $1,287,992,813


— Federal money: $3,112,277,398


Unemployment numbers


  


DeSantis received an additional 21 bills this week for him to sign as the
Legislature slowly releases the flow of bills held up during the
coronavirus response.


The headliner of the bunch is Sen. Lauren Book's bill for increased
fertility clinic oversight, SB 698. Filed in response to reports of fertility
doctors using their own sperm to inseminate women who thought they


Bills to sign
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were receiving sperm from a donor, the bill criminalizes the
insemination of a woman with a person’s genetic material without her
knowledge. The effort was passed unanimously by both houses.


Ron DeSantis needs to get his pen ready again; another stack of bills hits his
desk.


Another effort, SB 994 by Sen. Kathleen Passidomo, would help
protect seniors on life support whose guardians may be too ready to
pull the plug. Among the proposed changes, guardians will be
prohibited from signing “do not resuscitate” orders on behalf of wards
without court permission.


SB 1082 would let courts pull custody of pets during a restraining order
in domestic violence cases. Research shows pets are left behind about
60% of the time when people flee domestic violence, and the ASPCA
hopes the legislation would prevent animal abuse.


SB 7012 would amp up suicide prevention efforts on the state level,
including doubling efforts on first-episode psychosis programs and
making sure coverage gaps are addressed.


And HB 835 would create a new state-level position within the
Department of Elder Affairs aimed at combating Alzheimer’s disease in
Florida is headed to the Senate.


DeSantis has until June 18 to act on those and other bills presented to
him this week. He has until Wednesday to act on another round of 25
bills.


  Crank call crackdown
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Attorney General Moody, as part of the Attorneys General Robocall
Technologies Working Group, sent a letter to the Federal
Communications Commission urging them to help state attorneys
general and telecom companies coordinate in tracing illegal robocalls.


“Floridians have been plagued with robocalls for years. I am urging the
Federal Communications Commission to work together with state
attorneys general and telecom companies in an effort to catch illegal
robocalls at the source. This collaboration is essential to helping law
enforcement carry out robocall investigations more swiftly and
efficiently," Moody said.


Ashley Moody is cracking down on illegal robocalls.


Under the TRACED Act, which became law in December 2019, the
FCC will select a single registered association to manage the work of
tracing back illegal robocalls. Because a call can pass through the
networks of many telecom companies before reaching its final
destination, tracing that call — which is key to enforcing laws against
illegal robocallers — requires collaboration among telecom companies
and state attorneys general.


In their comments, the attorneys general note that traceback
investigations are necessary for law enforcement to more efficiently
identify and investigate illegal robocallers and expose voice service
providers that assist and facilitate illegal robocallers.


Moody and the coalition have been active in engaging telecom
companies to do their part as well. Last year, state attorneys general
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asked wireless providers to offer free call blocking, monitor network
traffic, investigate suspicious calls, require traceback cooperation and,
most importantly, to tell state attorneys general about recognized
scams and trends in illegal robocalling.


Major carriers including AT&T, Bandwidth, CenturyLink, Charter,
Comcast, Consolidated, Frontier, Sprint, T-Mobile, US Cellular, Verizon
and Windstream agreed to pitch in on the robocall eradication effort.


  


Chief Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis declared victory for Floridians
this week after a court upheld a law that required life-insurance
companies to determine whether policyholders have died and inform
beneficiaries of the benefits owed to them.


“This ruling is a major victory for Florida consumers,” Patronis said.
“Requiring insurance companies to conduct yearly checks of master
death records and notify beneficiaries of funds owed to them could put


'Major victory'
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millions of dollars back into the pockets of Floridians. Special thank you
to my friend and former CFO Jeff Atwater for spearheading this
important initiative and helping to ensure consumers come first.”


Jimmy Patronis scores a major win for Floridians.


The 1st District Court of Appeals also stipulated that if a life
insurance company cannot notify or pay a beneficiary, the funds must
be reported to and received by the state as unclaimed property.


“Over the past two decades, the insurance industry’s selective use of
the DMF spawned numerous investigations and reports, litigation by
state attorneys general, insurer settlements over disputed practices,
and ultimately nationwide reforms,” the FDCA said in a statement.


“The controversy arose because insurers were routinely using the DMF
to identify and stop paying annuities to deceased annuity holders, but
they were not using it to identify deceased insurance policyholders,
resulting in an asymmetric practice that benefited insurers and
disadvantaged consumers of life insurance.”
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Patronis offered several financial preparedness tips this week to help
Floridians better brace for this year’s hurricane season.


“As our communities continue to face the impacts of COVID-19, we
must remember severe weather and hurricanes do not care that we’re
responding to a pandemic,” Patronis said.


“If you haven't already, conduct a disaster preparedness checkup and
make sure you are prepared by checking your homeowner's insurance
policy to ensure you are adequately covered. Now is the time to make
sure your home and family are protected. Do not wait until a storm is
approaching, it may be too late.”


Read the fine print
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Jimmy Patronis wants Florida residents to get their financial affairs in order before
the next storm hits.


Patronis urged Floridians to secure flood insurance coverage ahead of
the storm, particularly if you live in a flood-prone area. He also warned
that standard homeowner's insurance policies don’t cover flood
damage.


Additionally, Patronis advises that Floridians ensure that their insurance
coverage adequately protects their home and valuables.


Not least, Patronis recommended that Floridians not wait until the last
moment to seek flood or property insurance as most policies take 30
days to go into effect.


More hurricane financial preparedness tips can be found online or by
calling the Insurance Consumer Helpline at 1-877-693-5236.
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Florida’s 2nd Judicial Circuit — DeSantis appointed Leon County
Judge Layne Smith to the 2nd Judicial Circuit to fill the vacancy
created by James Hankinson’s retirement. The 2nd Judicial Circuit
includes Franklin, Gadsden, Jefferson, Leon, Liberty and Wakulla
counties.


The week in appointments
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  Instagram of the Week
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Monday marked the start of the Atlantic Hurricane Season and the
Florida Office of Insurance and Regulation is urging Floridians to take a
second look at their insurance policies and coverage.


“I urge all Floridians to review their insurance policy now and be
prepared this hurricane season,” said Insurance Commissioner David
Altmaier. “It’s also important to know that most homeowners’ insurance
policies do not include flood coverage. Consumers should reach out
now to their agent or insurer to make sure they have the coverage they
need.”


Altmaier also urged insurers to rethink the way they do business given
the complications of COVID-19.


Read it twice
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David Altmaier is urging insurers to think about how COVID-19 will affect
Floridians during hurricane season.


“My office has been actively planning for the 2020 Hurricane Season,”
Altmaier added. "As we consider social distancing and other important
safety measures in response to COVID-19, we are encouraging
insurers to identify new ways of doing business, such as deploying
virtual claims handling, to protect consumers. It will always be my
expectation that insurers clearly communicate with policyholders and
provide prompt, efficient, and fair claims adjustment service.”


The Office of Insurance Regulations suggests that residents should
create a home inventory of valuables, keep important documents on
hand and consider flood insurance which is typically not covered in a
homeowners’ insurance policy.


For additional information throughout the hurricane season, visit OIR’s
Hurricane Season Resources webpage.
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Enterprise Florida launched a new program aimed at developing new
international export opportunities for Florida businesses.


On the heels of its Virtual Business Matchmaking program, announced
last week, the public-private partnership is rolling out the Virtual Trade
Show Grants Program.


The program comes as traditional business-to-business networking
opportunities, including international trade shows, have fallen victim to
the global coronavirus pandemic.


Tele-trade shows
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Enterprise Florida president Jamal Sowell introduces a new virtual trade show
program to boost international exports form Florida businesses.


Just as video conferencing has subbed in for office work, virtual trade
shows are, for the time being, replacing big booths on convention
center floors.


In many cases, participating companies can select a predesigned or
custom exhibit booth in a 3D virtual format, upload digital marketing and
promotional materials, and connect with trade show visitors through
web-based applications.


“The Virtual Trade Show Grants provide another opportunity to assist
Florida companies as they reopen and begin to operate in this new
normal,” said EFI President & CEO Jamal Sowell. “As more and more
international trade shows switch to an online platform, Florida
companies can continue to make global connections and grow their
businesses here at home.”


Through the Virtual Trade Show Grants Program, Florida companies
can select trade shows in markets of interest and apply to receive a
reimbursable trade grant to cover the cost of the event, up to $2,500.


More information on the program, including application instructions, can
be found on EFI’s Virtual Trade Show Grants Program website.
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Incoming House Democratic co-leaders Bobby DuBose and Evan
Jenne voiced their support for protesters calling for action against
police brutality in the wake of George Floyd's death.


They voiced their support for the marches and protests, and both
leaders pledged that their caucus will work with local officials to enact
changes and develop legislative solutions to systemic police brutality.


Democrats back protesters
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Reps. Evan Jenne and Bobby DuBose support protesters who call for an end to
police brutality.


“We are beyond sick and tired of seeing black people being killed by
government agents without consequence,” DuBose, of Fort Lauderdale,
said. “We have been begging America to see that there’s a problem.”


Demonstrations across the country erupted over the week and a half
since Floyd's death, some turning violent. Protests across Florida have
remained mostly peaceful.


“We have two Floridas: one where people understandably live in fear of
law enforcement officers, and one where people implicitly trust and rely
on them for safety,” Jenne, of Hollywood, said. “If you, like me, are
privileged enough to live in the second reality, you owe it to your
neighbors to listen and learn.”


DuBose shared that parents have taught their black children how to not
be targeted, assaulted or killed by the police for generations.


“I’m a father and I do not want my kids, or any kids, to grow up in fear of
the very officers that should be protecting them,” he said.


Jenne said societies built on fear and antagonism between law
enforcement and the community are broken.


“There are good officers in our communities, but there are also abusers
of power that have irreparably harmed those they swore to protect,” he
said. “The system doesn’t seem to do enough to empower the good
and punish the evil.”
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The state is deactivating a highway checkpoint at the Alabama border
on Interstate 10 erected more than two months ago to slow the spread
of COVID-19 in Florida.


Lifting the checkpoint coincides with the start of Phase Two of the
state’s reopening process, which began Friday just after midnight.


The state is ending its I-10 COVID-19 checkpoint at the Alabama border. Image
via News4Jax.


Phase Two extended the limitations on people entering Florida after
leaving the New York area but let lapse the order that added Louisiana
to the restriction. The lapsed order also allowed the Florida Highway
Patrol and local authorities to establish screening checkpoints under the
direction of the Department of Transportation.


While the I-10 checkpoint is dissolved, the highway checkpoint along
Interstate 95 will continue until further notice.


When he announced the order establishing highway checkpoints in late
March, DeSantis said the plan would limit the spread of COVID-19
along the Gulf Coast. That order came at the request of leaders in the
Panhandle.


“There’s a fear that as New Orleans becomes more of a hot spot that
you could have an influx of people into the Florida Panhandle from
Louisiana,” DeSantis said at the time.


As of Thursday, 41,562 people have been diagnosed with the virus in
Louisiana, including about 20,000 in the New Orleans area alone and
2,772 Louisianans who died. But the number of daily new cases in the
state has plateaued around a few hundred after the state saw
thousands of new cases some days in early April.


I-10 checkpoint
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In Florida, 61,488 people have tested positive while 2,660 Floridians
have died as newly reported cases began rising again this week.


FDOT is encouraging those driving past the closing checkpoint to drive
safely as crews work to dismantle it.


  


The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s “Lionfish
Challenge” is back.


The annual event, which began Tuesday and will run through Labor
Day, tasks competitors with rounding up and removing as many lionfish
from Florida waters as possible.


Solo competitors must register to be eligible for prizes, which will be
announced each month after a raffle. Last year, prizes ranged from top-
tier angling gear to cold hard cash.


Invaders from the deep
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It's that time again: The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s
'Lionfish Challenge.' Image via Facebook.


The competition also has a commercial category — everyone with an
active Saltwater Products License and lionfish sales within the last year
will automatically be included in the commercial category. The
recreational category is open to all divers who do not have an SPL.


Lionfish are native to the Pacific, but the venomous saltwater fish has
been abundant in Florida waters ever since the mid-1990s when
Hurricane Andrew flung a handful of very prolific aquarium specimens
into the ocean. The invasive species has quickly multiplied over the
past few decades to the detriment of Florida’s native fishes.


In recent years, FWC has turned to the public to help them keep the
invaders at bay. Last year, competitors snagged 23,451 lionfish. The
top prize winner caught a whopping 1,194 lionfish.


To qualify for the Challenge, harvesters must collect 20 lionfish
(recreational) or 20 pounds of lionfish (commercial). Once those initial
lionfish have been submitted, the participant will receive a
commemorative 2020 Lionfish Challenge Coin and Dri-Fit long-sleeve
T-shirt.


  


The Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame Council announced they will begin
accepting nominations this week for the Florida Veterans Hall of Fame
Class of 2020.


Nominate a veteran



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhllruk-edrdjlhjd-jr/





Anyone is permitted to nominate a veteran for the class of 2020 and
nominations will remain open until June 30.


Nominations are based upon selection criteria that evaluate a
nominee’s significant contributions to the Sunshine State through civic,
business, public service, or other areas. Posthumous recommendations
are also welcome.


Preference is given to veterans who were born in Florida or have
adopted Florida as their home state.


The Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame Council looks for nominees for the Florida
Veterans Hall of Fame Class of 2020.


The Florida Legislature established the Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame
to honor and recognize veterans for their post-military service to the
state.


The Florida Veterans’ Hall of Fame Council is a seven-member
advisory panel tasked with accepting nominations to be considered for
induction.


Once the council makes its determinations, the council forward the list
of recommended nominees to the Florida Department of Veterans
Affairs who shares the list to the Governor and Cabinet for final
determination.


Those who wish to nominate a veteran can download the nomination
packet online.


More information and a list of frequently asked questions on the Florida
Veteran’s Hall of fame can be found on their website.
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U.S. Attorney Lawrence Keefe announced a wave of grants heading to
law enforcement agencies within the Northern District of Florida.


The round totals $500,000 and includes five recipients. The Gainesville
Police Department’s grant was the largest at $213,171, followed by
$130,054 for the Alachua County Sheriff’s Office, $81,254 for the
Pensacola Police Department, $52,441 for the Santa Rosa County
Sheriff’s Office and $41,132 for the Taylor County Sheriff’s Office.


The funding comes from a pot of money included in the federal
Coronavirus Emergency Supplemental Funding program and is aimed
at helping law enforcement respond to the public safety challenges
posed by the outbreak of COVID-19.


Backup on the way
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Larry Keefe says a wave of grant money is coming to the Northern District of
Florida. Image via the Tallahassee Democrat.


“Throughout the many weeks our district and the nation have been
dealing with the threat of COVID-19, our public safety first responders
have worked tirelessly to make sure members of the public are safe,”
Keefe said. “The resources of local agencies have been stretched thin,
and these grant funds will help ease the financial burden on public
safety agencies so they can continue protecting and serving our
citizens.”


The law enforcement agencies announced this week join Bay County,
Leon County, Madison County, and Walton County, which were
awarded a combined $240,000 in Department of Justice grants last
month.


The awards are among $1.3 million directed to 14 Florida counties and
cities under the program, which also provided $31.8 million to the
Florida Department of Law Enforcement for use statewide.


“The outbreak of COVID-19 and the public health emergency it created
are sobering reminders that even the most routine duties performed by
our nation’s public safety officials carry potentially grave risks,” said
Katharine T. Sullivan, principal deputy assistant Attorney General for
the Office of Justice Programs.


“These funds will provide hard-hit communities with critical resources to
help mitigate the impact of this crisis and give added protection to the
brave professionals charged with keeping citizens safe.”


  


Florida State University earned the distinction this week of being among
the Top 50 universities in the world for producing patented


Patent powerhouse
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technologies, according to a new report by the National Academy of
Inventors and the Intellectual Property Owners Association.


“We are pleased to see the hard work of our inventors reflected in this
annual report,” said Vice President for Research Gary K. Ostrander.
“Our researchers work daily to break new ground in a variety of fields —
health and medicine, materials science, education — and this is one
metric that shows the success of our faculty in developing new
technologies.”


FSU VP for Research Gary Ostrander touts the hard work of inventors, which
made the university place in the Top 50 for producing patented technologies.


The Tallahassee based university earned the global rank of 43rd for
patent production by producing 60 patents in 2019. The previous year,
Florida State ranked 60th in the world.


The NAI and IPO have annually ranked the top 100 universities on
granted utility patents by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Offices since
2014.


Other ranked Florida Schools include the University of South Florida,
Florida International University and the University of Central Florida.


The four ranked Florida schools all finished within the top 65 of 100 for
granted U.S. utility patents.


A full list of the top 100 ranked universities can be found online.


  Corona Directions
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE July 24, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. –  The State of Florida is responding to COVID-19. As of Friday, June 5, the state has moved into Phase 2 of Florida’s
reopening plan. The Florida Department of Health will now issue this update once per week. However, DOH will continue to update the COVID-19
dashboard and post the state report daily.


Governor Ron DeSantis is in constant communication with Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz and State Surgeon
General Dr. Scott Rivkees as the State of Florida continues to monitor and respond to the threat of COVID-19.


This week, Governor DeSantis delivered an address to Floridians regarding the state’s plans for the upcoming school year and COVID-19. The full
address is available here.


The Governor stated in his address, “I believe we owe every Florida parent a choice to send your child back to school for in-person instruction,
or to opt to maintain distance learning. We support you and want you to feel safe.”


Governor DeSantis joined OneBlood to encourage individuals who have recovered from COVID-19 to donate blood, which will expand access to
convalescent plasma therapy for those still fighting the virus. More information is available here.


Governor DeSantis hosted a roundtable discussion with Agency for Health Care Administration Secretary Mary Mayhew and physicians and health
care leaders from the Florida Hospital Association, Safety Net Hospital Alliance of Florida and AdventHealth. With 70% of hospitals in Florida being
represented, the discussion focused on the status of our state’s hospital system and the ongoing efforts to protect vulnerable populations in long-
term care facilities from COVID-19. The roundtable is available here.


On Thursday, Governor DeSantis announced that Florida has secured nearly an additional 11,000 vials of Remdesivir treatment to be sent to Florida
hospitals. With this new shipment, more than 60,000 vials of Remdesivir have been provided to hospitals over the past few weeks.


Recent actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


Additional actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


This week, the Florida Department of Health issued an additional Public Health Advisory in response to COVID-19, providing recommendations
to protect Floridians and visitors from this virus. Find the full Public Health Advisory here.
The Florida Department of Health continues to update the Florida Health COVID-19 website. This week, DOH launched
FloridaHealthCOVID19.gov/testing-sites which includes an interactive map displaying current COVID-19 testing sites, hours of operations and
type of testing conducted.
This week, the Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) expanded separate, observed self-swab lanes to symptomatic individuals
to additional four state-supported drive-thru COVID-19 testing sites. More information is available here. The sites now offering separate, self-
swab lanes include:


CenturyLink Sports Complex (Lee County)
Miami Beach Convention Center (Miami-Dade County)
Marlins Park (Miami-Dade County)
University Town Center (Sarasota County)


This week, FDEM completed Phase 1 of initial disbursements in CARES Act funding to counties with a population of less than 500,000. To
date, the Division has disbursed $318,821,445 to 55 counties. More information about CARES Act funding is available here.
Under the direction of Governor DeSantis, the Division continues to deploy additional staff to hospitals responding to COVID-19 across the
state. To date, 1,293 nurses have been deployed to support hospitals statewide.
This week, FDEM announced that the state will be creating an additional seven COVID-19 testing sites through a partnership with Target.
Friday, July 24, two of these sites opened in Clay and Nassau counties. More information is available here.
This week, FDEM worked with the federal government to establish five temporary drive-thru COVID-19 testing sites in Broward and Miami-
Dade counties. These sites will be operational until Sunday, August 2. More information is available here.
This week, the Division partnered with the Florida Department of Health and Miami-Dade County to provide 400 additional hotel rooms, free of
cost, to Miami-Dade County residents, including critical health care personnel, who have tested positive for COVID-19. More information is
available in a Miami-Dade County press release here.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


More than 52 million masks
More than 15.2 million gloves
Nearly 2 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 4.8 million gowns
More than 106 thousand goggles
More than 71 thousand coveralls


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 4,200 onsite visits to facilities and more than 42,200
telephone calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which allowed the
Department of Children and Families (DCF) to issue more than $662 million in benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million
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children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) is expanding COVID-19 testing at institutions when indicated by a positive case. More than
30,000 inmates have been tested.
The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) Restaurant Meal Initiative has served over 1,365,000 in partnership with the Florida
Restaurant and Lodging Association with delivery through the Department’s 11 Area Agencies on Aging.
DOEA’s Aging Network has provided over 7.1 million meals since March through both the restaurant meal initiative and an increase in
deliveries through traditional meal providers.
DOEA is providing an average of over 35,000 telephone reassurance calls to older adults throughout the state each month.
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) continues to implement their phased reopening of the Florida State Parks. As these
parks are reopening, DEP is taking measures to ensure the protection of staff and the public. During this phase of reopening, visitors should
expect limited hours, capacity and amenities.
Since March 1, 2020, Floridians have conducted over 2 million motor vehicle and credential transactions virtually through the department’s
online services webpage: com. FLHSMV encourages Floridians who can, to complete their driver license or motor vehicle transactions online,
rather than in person at a driver license office.
Approximately 1,471 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 905,880 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) deactivated the checkpoint for screening travelers seeking to enter Florida on I-95 at the
Florida/Georgia state line. Upon deactivation, more than 48,000 traveler forms had been collected at the I-95 checkpoint.
VISIT FLORIDA’s welcome centers along Interstate 95 near Jacksonville, Interstate 10 near Pensacola, and Interstate 75 near Lake City are
open to provide incoming travelers the latest public health, travel and safety information. The welcome centers are operating with sanitization
and social distancing measures recommended by public health officials. Nearly a half-million face masks have been provided by DOH and
FDEM and are being made available to visitors.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH


This week, the Florida Department of Health issued an additional Public Health Advisory in response to COVID-19, providing recommendations
to protect Floridians and visitors from this virus. Find the full Public Health Advisory here.
The Florida Department of Health continues to update the Florida Health COVID-19 website. This week, DOH launched
FloridaHealthCOVID19.gov/testing-sites which includes an interactive map displaying current COVID-19 testing sites, hours of operations and
type of testing conducted.
The Florida Department of Health (DOH) continues to update the Florida COVID-19 Response page. This week, DOH updated the Frequently
Asked Questions page to include topics such as COVID-19 testing, contact tracing and more information regarding the virus. The FAQ page is
available here.
DOH has posted a list of Agency for Persons with Disabilities Licensed Group Homes with positive COVID-19 cases. This report will be
updated weekly and is available here.
DOH reminded all Floridians to protect the vulnerable by avoiding the Three Cs: Closed Spaces, Crowded Places and Close-Contact Settings
and by wearing a mask in public:


Closed Spaces. Avoid closed spaces with poor ventilation that could allow contagious droplets to linger in the air.
Crowded Places. Avoid crowded places with many people nearby; the greater the number of individuals in an area, the greater the
chances of COVID-19 spreading from person-to-person.
Close-Contact Settings. Avoid close-range conversations and stay at least six-feet from others.


To date, DOH has reported more than 1,600 contact tracers who are assisting with COVID-19 efforts across the state.
DOH announced that the list of long-term care facilities in Florida associated with COVID-19 cases will now include active cases in each facility
in order to provide real-time data. The list of long-term care facilities with active COVID-19 cases is available here. 
DOH is providing a report detailing surveillance data for every Florida county. Previously, this information was only available for select
communities. The surveillance data report is available here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a Public Health Emergency for COVID-19 in Florida.
DOH established a public call center for questions regarding COVID-19. The call center launched Monday, March 2, and is open 24/7.
In an effort to increase testing, Governor DeSantis has directed Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees on an emergency temporary basis to allow
licensed pharmacists in Florida to order and administer COVID-19 tests.
DOH is working with Florida’s Board of Pharmacy and Florida’s Department of Business and Professional Regulation on mobile pharmacy
compliance guidance.
More information on DOH’s COVID-19 response is available here.


FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


This week, the Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) expanded separate, observed self-swab lanes to symptomatic individuals
to additional four state-supported drive-thru COVID-19 testing sites. More information is available here. The sites now offering separate, self-
swab lanes include:


CenturyLink Sports Complex (Lee County)
Miami Beach Convention Center (Miami-Dade County)
Marlins Park (Miami-Dade County)
University Town Center (Sarasota County)


This week, FDEM completed Phase 1 of initial disbursements in CARES Act funding to counties with a population of less than 500,000. To
date, the Division has disbursed $318,821,445 to 55 counties. More information about CARES Act funding is available here.
Under the direction of Governor DeSantis, the Division continues to deploy additional staff to hospitals responding to COVID-19 across the
state. To date, 1,082 nurses have been deployed to support hospitals statewide.
This week, FDEM announced that the state will be creating an additional seven COVID-19 testing sites through a partnership with Target.
Friday, July 24, two of these sites opened in Clay and Nassau counties. More information is available here.
This week, FDEM worked with the federal government to establish five temporary drive-thru COVID-19 testing sites in Broward and Miami-
Dade counties. These sites will be operational until Sunday, August 2. More information is available here.
This week, the Division partnered with the Florida Department of Health and Miami-Dade County to provide 400 additional hotel rooms, free of
cost, to Miami-Dade County residents, including critical health care personnel, who have tested positive for COVID-19. More information is
available in a Miami-Dade County press release here.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


More than 52 million masks
More than 15.2 million gloves
Nearly 2 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 4.8 million gowns
More than 106 thousand goggles
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More than 71 thousand coveralls
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, the state currently supports 50 COVID-19 testing sites across the state, with the capacity to conduct up
to 29,000 tests per day. The state continues to expand testing capacity, in addition to supporting county-run testing efforts, to ensure all
Floridians can receive a COVID-19 test. To date, state-supported testing sites has conducted more than 750,000 tests. A list of state-supported
testing sites can be found here.
Five state-supported drive-thru testing sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval counties are offering free antibody testing
to anyone over the age of 18. The sites offering antibody tests are available here.
Find more information on DEM’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 4,200 onsite visits to facilities and more than 42,200
telephone calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
AHCA added an additional tab to the Hospital Bed Capacity Dashboard to reflect hospitalizations with a primary diagnosis of COVID-19.
On June 16, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-4 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-5. These rules require nursing home and assisted
living facility staff to be tested for COVID-19 every two weeks with testing resources provided by the state and to submit test results to their
employer/facility.
AHCA issued Emergency Order NO. 20-003 providing financial relief to nursing homes and Intermediate Care Facilities during the state’s
public health emergency. The emergency order extends the deadlines for March and April 2020 Quality Assessment payments until June 15,
2020 for Intermediate Care Facilities, and June 20, 2020 for nursing homes.
AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-2 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-3. These rules require nursing homes and assisted living facilities
to grant access to the Florida Department of Health or their authorized representative for the purpose infection prevention and control, including
mandated COVID-19 testing of both on-duty and off-duty staff when arranged by the Department.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-1 requiring hospitals to test all patients for COVID-19,
regardless of symptoms, prior to discharge to long-term care facilities.
AHCA sent out an email to nursing homes requiring the transfer of residents with verified or suspected cases if they cannot be appropriately
isolated and adhere to the CDC recommendations for COVID-19 response.
AHCA issued a provider alert announcing additional flexibilities within the Medicaid program made at the direction of Governor DeSantis.
Authorization requirements and services limits for medically necessary behavioral health care for are now waived.
AHCA created a new temporary Personal Care Attendant program to help long-term care facilities fill staffing shortages. The program provides
an 8-hour training on assisting with direct care so that personal care attendants can temporarily perform additional duties.
AHCA has been working with the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to ensure current Medicaid recipients maintain benefits during
the state of emergency. Medicaid application deadlines have also been extended.
Find more information on AHCA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION


DBPR issued Emergency Order 2020-09, effective June 26, 2020, that suspends the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the
premises for all vendors licensed for such sale who derive more than 50 percent of gross revenue from the sale of alcoholic beverages. Such
vendors may continue to sell alcoholic beverages in sealed containers for consumption off the premises in accordance with Executive Order
20-71, Sections 1 and 2.
The Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) issued Emergency Order 2020-08 which extends the deadlines for
examination eligibility and licensure eligibility through December 31, 2020, for professional licenses regulated pursuant to Chapter 455, Florida
Statutes, and the related professional practice acts. The Order supersedes section 4 of DBPR Emergency Order 2020-03, which had
previously extended these deadlines through May 31, 2020.
DPBR has distributed Additional Information for Barbershops and Cosmetology Salons Pursuant to Executive Order 20-120 and FAQs for
Executive Order 20-120 – Expanding Phase 1: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery to provide additional information and
guidelines for barbershops, cosmetology salons, and cosmetology specialty salons.
Find more information on DBPR’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES


Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which allowed the
Department of Children and Families (DCF) to issue more than $662 million in benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million
children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
Per DCF’s request, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Florida’s waiver to permit the state to launch a pilot project
that allows families to purchase groceries online with their Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card beginning April 21, 2020.
As part of her Hope for Healing Florida initiative, First Lady Casey DeSantis announced that DCF will be receiving a $1.9 million emergency
grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), which will provide crisis counseling and other mental
health support for Floridians impacted by COVID-19.
DCF continues to work diligently with the Department of Health (DOH) to develop precautionary protocols for child welfare professionals and
adult protective investigators who may have to make in-person visits to ensure the safety of those vulnerable populations.
Find more information on DCF’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS


The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) is expanding COVID-19 testing at institutions when indicated by a positive case. More than
30,000 inmates have been tested.
FDC has resumed modified volunteer activities at select institutions.
FDC has distributed cloth face coverings to all correctional officers and inmates at correctional institutions statewide.
FDC is closely aligned with the CDC Interim Guidance on Management of COVID-19 in Correctional and Detention Facilities.
New inmate commitments from county jails undergo additional screening and 14-day quarantine before placement within the general
population.
FDC has suspended visitation at all correctional institutions statewide.
Find more information on FDC’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY


Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through August 1, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
To comply with federal law, effective May 10, 2020, claimants for all Reemployment Assistance programs, including state Reemployment
Assistance, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, will be required to return to the
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CONNECT system every two weeks to request their benefits or “claim their weeks.” In doing so, claimants will confirm that they are still
unemployed and acknowledge that they are able and available for work should it be offered. For more information, click here. If claimants,
currently receiving Reemployment Assistance benefits, no longer wish to receive benefits, they do not need to claim their weeks, as payments
will stop processing if weeks stop being claimed.
DEO, in partnership with the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, launched a website to verify the identity of claimants
who have been locked out of their CONNECT account, the online system for processing Reemployment Assistance claims. Individuals who
were locked out of their CONNECT account have been notified and provided a direct link to verify their information so they can access their
account.
DEO is administering the Federal Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program. The program is offered by the federal CARES
Act and provides up to 13 weeks of benefits to a claimant who has exhausted Reemployment Assistance. For more information, please click
here.
The Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program that provides unemployment benefits to those that may not otherwise be
eligible under Florida’s state Reemployment Assistance program is available. Eligibility includes independent contractors, gig workers and
individuals who are self-employed. Working Floridians who have been impacted by COVID-19 and believe they may be eligible for Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance, can visit org and select "File a Claim" to apply and be considered for PUA. Individuals may also call 1-833-FL-
Apply (1-833-352-7759) for any questions they may have.
DEO continues to provide updates on the efforts made to address the challenges to Florida’s Reemployment Assistance program in response
to COVID-19. This includes the State Reemployment Assistance Claims Dashboard that is updated daily to reflect the total number of
Reemployment Assistance Claims submitted, verified, processed and paid.
DEO announced more than 1,000 small businesses have been awarded more than $49 million from the Florida Small Emergency Bridge Loan
program. 
The Business Damage Assessment survey is activated and continues to accept surveys to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local
business operations and determine the appropriate actions for recovery. Click here to access the survey.
Find more information on DEO’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


On June 11, the Florida Department of Education announced the full-reopening of Florida’s schools and CARES Act plan, visit here.
Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-06 - Further Guidance for Closing Achievement Gaps and Creating
Safe Spaces for Learning that:


Ensures that Florida schools are open for in-person learning and in compliance with the many educationally important state and federal
laws that ensure an equitable education for all types of learners, including our many at-risk students.  
Gave districts and schools flexibility to craft their own locally conceived plans, a request from districts, charters and private schools.
Gave districts and schools guidance and flexibility on how to compassionately maintain education for medically vulnerable students and
families.
Guided that state and federally required services for at-risk students must meet the same high bars of quality set forth in law.
Created additional pathways for districts and schools to comply with state laws that numerous districts, charter schools and private
schools asked for guidance on.
Provided districts, charters, privates and the many professionals that run schools the financial certainty that they will be supported as they
support our students.


In order to receive the flexibility and continuity provided for in Emergency Order 2020-06, school districts must submit a reopening plan for
review and approval that satisfies the requirements of the order. These plans are due to the Department of Education by July 31, and approved
plans will be posted at www.fldoe.org/em-response.
Hosted multiple webinars providing guidance to Florida school districts, charter schools, private schools, and education stakeholders on plans
to re-open. The recordings of the webinars can be found here.
Find more information on DOE’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ELDER AFFAIRS


The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) Restaurant Meal Initiative has served over 1,365,000 in partnership with the Florida
Restaurant and Lodging Association with delivery through the Department’s 11 Area Agencies on Aging.
DOEA’s Aging Network has provided over 7.1 million meals since March through both the restaurant meal initiative and an increase in
deliveries through traditional meal providers.
DOEA is providing an average of over 35,000 telephone reassurance calls to older adults throughout the state each month.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) issued Emergency Order 20-01 on
March 31 pertaining to in-person guardian visitation requirements where COVID-19 response and mitigation measures prevent such visits.
DOEA issued Guidance in furtherance of Order 20-01 on March 31 for Public and Professional Guardians to remain in compliance with Florida
Statute 744.361(14).
DOEA has created a dedicated webpage to provide resources on COVID-19 including: tips for caregivers, information on closures of senior
centers and adult day care centers, and alternative services for congregate meal sites.
Find more information on DOEA’s COVID-19 response here.


ENTERPRISE FLORIDA


Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a Virtual Trade Shows Grant Program to allow companies to identify international clients and
generate new export opportunities. Traditional international trade shows are being temporarily replaced by virtual events to promote safe
worldwide business opportunities. For more information, please contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI created a virtual trade grant program to help Florida companies do business overseas as international travel is restricted. Businesses
interested in learning more about the new Virtual Business Matchmaking service should contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  EFI
recently expanded this program to engage Canada and Mexico.
EFI conducted regional calls with stakeholders across the state to identify ideas for long-range economic recovery.
EFI suspended initial fees for its Microfinance Loan Guarantee Program to support Florida’s small business community impacted by COVID-19.
Interested businesses must apply through a local lender. For further information please contact your lender or visit Enterprise Florida’s website.
See resources compiled by EFI for businesses impacted by COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION


The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) continues to implement their phased reopening of the Florida State Parks. As these
parks are reopening, DEP is taking measures to ensure the protection of staff and the public. During this phase of reopening, visitors should
expect limited hours, capacity and amenities.
Areas of Florida State Parks managed by the Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection (ORCP) have been partially reopened, including
remote access trails, beaches, and boat ramps at the Research Reserves. Islands, beaches, and submerged lands within the Aquatic
Preserves are being reopened in accordance with local ordinances. See current information on ORCP-managed lands here.
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Find more information on DEP’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL REGULATION


The Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) issued Emergency Order 2020-03 temporarily expanding the motor vehicle retail installment initial
payment rule.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-02 extending certain filing deadlines for Florida’s financial services providers.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-01 extending certain renewal deadlines for money services businesses. 
OFR provided guidance for consumer finance businesses and professionals.
OFR provided guidance and an operational update for Florida’s securities businesses and professionals.
OFR provided informational guidance and an update to Florida’s financial institutions.
OFR created helpful resource lists for businesses and individuals to contact their financial services providers:


Florida Financial Institution Resource List
Top 40 Mortgage Servicers Resource List
Additional Financial Information and Resources List


Find more information on OFR’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES


Since March 1, 2020, Floridians have conducted over 2 million motor vehicle and credential transactions virtually through the department’s
online services webpage: com. FLHSMV encourages Floridians who can, to complete their driver license or motor vehicle transactions online,
rather than in person at a driver license office.
The Florida Highway Patrol is assisting with the implementation and enforcement of Executive Order 20-86 at the direction of Governor
DeSantis.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, FLHSMV Executive Director Rhodes has waived commercial truck hours of
service regulations and other related regulations so that emergency supplies, equipment, commodities and resources can be moved more
quickly and efficiently throughout the state.
Find more information on FLHSMV’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF INSURANCE REGULATION


OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-07M providing guidance to insurers on hurricane season preparedness and response. Insurers
are advised to review and consider operational guidance from the Federal Emergency Management Agency and encouraged to leverage
technology to protect and best serve policyholders.
As part of its ongoing effort to keep policyholders informed, the Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) published a list of resources to connect
Florida policyholders with assistance being offered by insurers in response to COVID-19.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-06M providing guidance on the use of technology to help combat the spread of COVID-19,
including encouraging insurers to broaden access to care for telehealth services, and requesting Pharmacy Benefit Managers to transition to an
electronic audit process in order to avoid unnecessary risk and maintain social distancing.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-05M reminding insurers of applicable statutes regarding workers’ compensation insurance.
Workers’ compensation insurers are expected to comply with all of the provisions of Florida’s Workers’ Compensation Law.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-03M directing all insurers and other entities regulated by OIR to review and update their
business continuity and/or continuity of operations plans. Companies are directed to immediately contact OIR if their continuity plans are
activated and/or if business operations become compromised so it can work with insurers to avoid any disruption in consumer services.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-04M providing general guidance on the treatment of policyholders as part of the state’s
ongoing efforts to protect Floridians.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-02M as a reminder to all health insurers, health maintenance organizations, and other health
entities to allow for early prescription refills.
Find more information on OIR’s COVID-19 response here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE


The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) is resuming limited family visitation to facilities who have no active COVID-19 cases. Programs with
COVID-19 cases remain under visitation restriction.
DJJ has instituted additional screening measures for essential personnel and vendors within juvenile facilities.
Find more information on DJJ’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) is working with DBPR and providing guidance for enforcing the closure of bars and 50
percent seating capacity limit for entertainment businesses.
FDLE is coordinating with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association to test law enforcement exposed to mass
gatherings for COVID-19.
FDLE is disseminating information on the hiring of former first responders to assist Florida Division of Emergency Management field operations.
FDLE is working with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association on traffic assistance at testing/collection sites
statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association to monitor law enforcement staffing
impacts and staffing needs due to COVID-19.
Find more information on FDLE’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA LOTTERY


Effective March 23, Florida Lottery Headquarters and district offices are closed to the public until further notice.  
Find more information on the Florida Lottery’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES


The Department of Management Services (DMS) launched a dedicated telework page with resources and tutorials for employees and
employers operating in a remote work environment.
At the Governor’s direction, DMS Secretary Jonathan Satter issued an emergency order to ensure federal benefits granted through The
Families First Coronavirus Response Act are available to employees.
As directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to expand covered
telehealth benefits at no additional employee cost.
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Also directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to cover immunizations at
participating in-network retail pharmacies at no cost to the member during this public health emergency.
Find more information on DMS’ COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS


Approximately 1,471 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 905,880 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FLNG continues to support the state's COVID-19 response through augmentation to airport screening measures, statewide logistics support,
coordination, planning and operational mission sets.
Find more information on DMA’s response to COVID-19 here.


AGENCY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES


The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) is now providing group-home specific COVID-19 test data to the Florida Department of Health
as part of its weekly COVID-19 statewide update. This is in addition to the existing COVID-19 report published on APD’s website.
APD received eight pallets of cloth masks from the State Emergency Operations Center and will be distributing the masks to APD customers in
supported living, group home residents and employees and to other providers to protect APD customers.
The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) sent out a Guidance Booklet to Providers and Waiver Support Coordinators recently to outline
waiver changes and flexibilities as a result of COVID-19. It also included information on infection control measures and recommended actions
when faced with various scenarios.
APD issued Emergency Order 20-03, which temporarily suspends face to face visits to administer the Questionnaire for Situational Information
to determine the level of need of APD customers.
Find more information on APD’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE


The Department of Revenue (DOR) has expanded its capacity for responding to child support customers who choose to handle their cases by
email. The Department has also added a direct link to the email form for ease of access: floridarevenue.com/AskChildSupport. In addition to
email, child support customers can contact the Child Support Program by webchat, fax, phone, or online using eServices.
DOR has issued an emergency order extending certain corporate income tax (CIT) due dates. For corporations with a fiscal year ending Dec.
31, 2019, the due date for Florida CIT payments is extended to June 1, 2020. For corporations with fiscal years ending Dec. 31, 2019, Jan. 31,
2020, or Feb. 29, 2020, the due date for Florida CIT returns is extended to August 3, 2020. The due dates for Florida CIT payments for
corporations with fiscal years ending Jan. 31 or Feb. 29, 2020, remain June 1, 2020 and July 1, 2020, respectively.
DOR has created a dedicated webpage for child support customers who have questions about the child support offset for Economic Impact
Payments under the CARES Act. Under federal law, these payments are subject to federal offset for persons who owe past-due support.
DOR has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for tax-related questions and information.
The department also has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for child support customers and alternative options for handling many child support
case activities without visiting an office.
Find more information on DOR’s response to COVID-19 here.


CAREERSOURCE FLORIDA


The CareerSource Florida network has continued to provide employment and business services throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, and now
offers in-person assistance by appointment as well as a full range of career and business services virtually.
Free online career training and scholarships for training programs are available for Floridians interested in sharpening their skills or starting a
new career. Please find your local team by visiting careersourceflorida.com/career-services/ or for a list of Florida’s local workforce
development boards and their contact information, please click here.
The state workforce board and all 24 local workforce development boards are assisting with CONNECT PIN resets and processing
Reemployment Assistance applications.
CareerSource Florida has launched an integrated public and business outreach campaign, Help is Here, a comprehensive resource for
employment and business services.  


STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF FLORIDA


The State University System has directed all 12 state universities to develop alternate plans for summer commencement ceremonies, which
include any rescheduled spring commencement plans that may have been postponed to summer.
The State University System Task Force has issued guidelines for reopening university campuses in the fall. Universities will present their
individual plans based on these guidelines to the Board of Governors on June 23, 2020.
Find more information on SUS’ response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-97, delaying elections in Pasco County at the request of Pasco County Supervisor of
Elections Brian Corley.
Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee announced the issuance of an emergency order and emergency rules to extend annual report filing deadlines
for business entities, as well as outline changes to the candidate petition and candidate qualifying processes.
Find more information on the Florida Department of State’s Response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


In accordance with Phase 2 of Governor Ron DeSantis’ Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery, the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) deactivated the checkpoint for screening travelers seeking to enter Florida on I-10 at the Florida/Alabama state line.
Upon deactivation, nearly 28,000 traveler forms had been collected at the I-10 checkpoint.
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) deactivated the checkpoint for screening travelers seeking to enter Florida on I-95 at the
Florida/Georgia state line. Upon deactivation, more than 48,000 traveler forms had been collected at the I-95 checkpoint.
Governor DeSantis and FDOT Secretary Thibault announced the opening of five new Interstate 4 (I-4)/State Road (S.R.) 408 flyover ramps.
This work was completed more than three months ahead of schedule and increases safety and mobility in the heart of Florida.
Due to continued lower traffic volumes as a result of COVID-19, FDOT expedited more than 40 additional critical transportation projects by at
least 650 total contract days, while also providing essential jobs to Floridians. Find more information about FDOT’s accelerated projects here.
FDOT Secretary Thibault and staff joined the Florida Trucking Association and the Florida Highway Patrol to hand out 500 meals to Florida’s
truck drivers.
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FDOT continues to coordinate with seaports across the state to monitor port activity.
Find more information on FDOT’s response to COVID-19 here.  


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


For 24-hour counsel, call the National Veteran Crisis Hotline at 1-800-273-8255. Veterans in Florida may also call the Florida Veterans Support
Lineat 1-844-MyFLVet (693-5838) or 2-1-1.
To contact a teleworking FDVA Veterans’ Claims Examiner, call (727) 319-7440 or email VSO@fdva.state.fl.us
Veterans who are concerned they may have symptoms of COVID-19, flu or cold should call the VISN 8 Clinical Contact Center toll free at (877)
741-3400 before coming to a VA facility. Clinicians are available to provide 24/7 virtual care and support, including nurse advice and triage.
The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA) has restricted visitor access to its state veterans’ homes until further notice, with the
exception of essential visitors. In addition, admissions in our network of state veterans’ homes are temporarily suspended.
Find more information on FDVA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION


The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) continues to be in close communication with the Governor’s Office, the Florida
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the most recent COVID-19 status and guidance.
Find more information on FWC’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION


The Florida Housing Finance Corporation (Florida Housing) is administering $250 million in CARES Act funding for rental and mortgage
assistance for Florida families that have been negatively impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more here. 
Florida Housing issued an Emergency Rule to property owners and managers to suspend rent increases during this public health emergency
on properties funded by Florida Housing. Those who choose to implement rent increases that impact residents during this global pandemic
could result in consequences for future funding opportunities with Florida Housing.
As Florida Housing continues to be committed to the health and well-being of all Floridians, we have compiled a list of resources with relevant
information for homeowners, residents, developers, apartment owners, management companies, participating lenders, Realtors and SHIP
administrators regarding COVID-19.
Find more information on Florida Housing’s response to COVID-19 here.


VISIT FLORIDA


VISIT FLORIDA’s welcome centers along Interstate 95 near Jacksonville, Interstate 10 near Pensacola, and Interstate 75 near Lake City are
open to provide incoming travelers the latest public health, travel and safety information. The welcome centers are operating with sanitization
and social distancing measures recommended by public health officials. Nearly a half-million face masks have been provided by DOH and
FDEM and are being made available to visitors.
Find more information on VISIT FLORIDA’s response to COVID-19 here.


VOLUNTEER FLORIDA


As the lead agency for volunteerism and service, Volunteer Florida is working to support voluntary organizations across the state and nation by
sharing resources, surveying needs and requesting that continuity of operations plans be created to avoid any service delivery disruption.
Find more information on Volunteer Florida’s response to COVID-19 here. 
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 7.17.20 — Burnin’ today: Ferré, DeSantis, Fried,


Rubio, Trump, Fauci
Date: Friday, July 17, 2020 4:01:10 AM


The ink wasn't dry on our suggestion to Helen Aguirre Ferré that she
leave the Governor's Office before Florida Politics learned she would
become the next Executive Director of the Republican Party of Florida.


We're talking a matter of 10, 15 minutes between our column and the
departure of Gov. Ron DeSantis' Communications Director, a scoop on
a building story.


What's more, Florida Politics has learned from sources close to the
Governor's Office that Fred Piccolo, outgoing House Speaker José
Oliva's current spokesman, is the leading contender to replace Ferré.
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Helen Aguirre Ferré is leaving the Governor's Office for a leadership gig at the
RPOF.


The announcement about Ferré came during an internal call of the
Republican Party of Florida.


With nearly 100 days to go before Nov. 3, party officials are touting the
pickup as a crucial trade deadline acquisition.


President Donald Trump trails former Vice President Joe Biden in
Florida polls, effectively a must-win if the President hopes to retain
office. But for the Florida GOP, the implications carry down to several
hotly-contested congressional races and state legislative races.


Ferré is a former spokeswoman for Trump, who was a vocal supporter
of DeSantis during the gubernatorial race. Before joining the Governor's
team, she previously served as the White House Director of Media
Affairs for two years.


And the seat she fills has been empty since mid-March when Peter
O'Rourke stepped down after only seven months on the job.


Her tenure at the Governor's Office has been capped the last four
months by the COVID-19 pandemic. In that time, DeSantis has taken
hits nationally over his response from being slow to lock down the state,
quick to reopen it, and his refusal to issue a mask mandate or reverse
course as the state now faces 100 deaths per day.


___


Florida Democrats managed to field a candidate for every state House
seat and most of the state Senate races slated for the November ballot.



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xktklud-edrdjlhjd-d/





Now, Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried is teaming up with the
Florida Democratic Party to ensure they have the tools to be
successful.


The partnership will see Fried help cover the bill to purchase access to
VAN — the voter database service used by Democratic campaigns
across the country — for legislative candidates that need assistance.


Nikki Fried wants to make sure Florida Democrats have the tools to win in
November.


“I am proud to stand with the Florida Democratic Party, and subsidize
VAN costs so that our legislative candidates can hit the ground running.
As I know first hand, Florida is a state that is won or lost on the
margins,” Fried said. “This investment will ensure that our legislative
candidates have the resources they need, help elect Democrats across
the state, and ensure a victory for Vice President Joe Biden.”


While FDP typically helps campaigns with VAN access, it typically
doesn’t have state legislative candidates running for office in 100-plus
districts at the same time. And the costs add up.


“We are so proud to announce this partnership and we are thankful to
Commissioner Fried for taking on this expense on behalf of our
legislative candidates,” FDP Chair Terrie Rizzo said.


“With the establishment of the Elections Department at the Florida
Democratic Party, we are supporting hundreds of Democrats running
for local, county, and state offices throughout the state. We look forward
to continuing our work with our amazing roster of candidates and
winning critical local elections this November.”
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—@TribeLaw: As of today, hospitals are directed by the Trump
administration to report COVID data not to CDC but solely to
Teletracking and HHS Protect, both owned by billionaire Trump allies.
Dictators control information. Time for some civil disobedience by
hospital administrators?


—@DeFede: Really?! In the midst of the pandemic @GovRonDeSantis
produces a campaign-style video about himself. It’s not about mask-
wearing, or educating the public on contact tracing, or making
workplaces safer. It’s a video to promote what a great job he wants you
to think he’s doing.


—@Fineout: OK, seems there is a need to mention this again to some
of those looking at my TL Florida's Governor cannot be recalled. The
position is open every 4 years and the state's voters make their choice
at that time.


—@LennyCurry: We are in daily communication with our hospitals.
While we’ve seen increase in COVID19 patients in the hospital In July,
some systems seemed to have plateaued while others are managing
some daily increases. All hospitals tell me what they are experiencing is
manageable.


—@MarcACaputo: The experts got it right The non-experts who said
the experts were wrong got it wrong The probable has been proven to
be probable. The improbable remains improbable Trust the experts
here. Wear a mask. Keep social distance. Wash your hands.


—@RadleyBalko: Question for people smarter than me: Seeing claims
that this new surge in COVID cases in the south disproves theories that
COVID may be harder to spread in warm weather. But is it possible this
is still true, it's just obscured by the fact that warm weather drives
people indoors?


—@RepKarenBass: More people have been arrested for protesting
the murder of Breonna Taylor than for the actual murder of Breonna
Taylor.


—@Tometrics: So tired of the "I have a daughter" line that some men
use to suggest they can't possibly be sexist. It's easy to treat your
family members with dignity. What about everyone else?


—@Brent_MCMurphy: Percent chance college football starts on time
is same as John “Bluto” Blutarsky’s GPA: 0.0


Situational awareness


  Days until







MLB starts — 6; WNBA starts — 8; PLL starts — 8; TED conference
rescheduled — 9; Florida Bar exams begin in Tampa — 11; NBA
season restart in Orlando — 14; Christopher Nolan’s “Tenet”
premieres (rescheduled) — 14; NHL resumes — 15; Florida primaries
for 2020 state legislative/congressional races — 32; Democratic
National Convention in Milwaukee begins — 33; "Mulan” premieres
(rescheduled) — 35; Indy 500 rescheduled — 37; Republican National
Convention begins in Charlotte — 38; NBA draft lottery — 39; Rev. Al
Sharpton’s D.C. March — 42; U.S. Open begins — 45; “A Quiet Place
Part II” premieres — 49; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby —
50; Rescheduled date for French Open — 65; First presidential debate
in Indiana — 74; "Wonder Woman" premieres — 77; Preakness Stakes
rescheduled — 78; First vice presidential debate at the University of
Utah — 81; NBA season ends (last possible date) — 87; Second
presidential debate scheduled at Miami — 90; NBA draft — 91; Wes
Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 91; NBA free agency
— 94; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 97; 2020 General
Election — 109; “Black Widow” premieres — 114; NBA 2020-21 training
camp — 118; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 126; “No Time to
Die” premieres — 126; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 137; “Top Gun:
Maverick” premieres — 159; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 205; New
start date for 2021 Olympics — 371; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 379;
“Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres — 476; “Thor: Love
and Thunder” premieres — 574; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness” premieres — 616; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 658;
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 812.







  


“Florida hits new coronavirus death mark with 156 in one day” via
Curt Anderson of The Associated Press — Florida reached another
ominous mark Thursday with a record 156 deaths from the coronavirus
reported in a single day as the state continues to experience a swift rise
in cases. Officials in the hard-hit Miami area, meanwhile, were weighing
another blanket lockdown. The state Department of Health reported
13,965 new coronavirus cases in Florida, bringing the total throughout
the pandemic in Florida to nearly 316,000. In Miami-Dade County, the
state’s most populous and the current epicenter of the outbreak, there
were more than 3,100 new coronavirus cases reported. The 156 deaths
statewide eclipsed the previous record set Tuesday of 132 reported
deaths. On a seven-day average, Florida is now at over 100 deaths per
day, well above previous months.


“Does Florida have enough remdesivir? Ron DeSantis, Marco
Rubio have different takes.” via Kirby Wilson and Steve Contorno of
the Tampa Bay Times — Remdesivir, the antiviral that has shown


Corona Florida
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promise as a coronavirus treatment, is in high demand in Florida these
days. DeSantis has touted the drug and the state’s efforts to acquire it,
saying the treatment has led to better outcomes for those who’ve been
hospitalized by the virus. But on Thursday, Rubio, a Republican,
sounded an alarm about what he said was the insufficient supply of the
drug in state hospitals. When asked about Rubio’s tweets during a
Thursday meeting on mental health in Tampa, DeSantis said he wasn’t
worried. DeSantis, who made his comments at a meeting dedicated to
mental health during the pandemic, noted that he’s expecting expedited
shipments of the drug into the state based on his conversation with
Mike Pence.


There's a possible shortage of remdesivir in Florida, something Ron DeSantis is
working with the federal government to address. Image via AP.


“In the coronavirus ‘red zone,’ leaked federal guidelines suggest
Florida take harsher measures” via Jane Musgrave of The Palm
Beach Post — Saying Florida is among 18 states in the country that are
in the “red zone,” according to key measures, the report outlines a
series of steps that should be taken to curb the spread of the highly
contagious respiratory disease. “Florida is in the red zone for cases,
indicating more than 100 cases per 100,000 population last week, and
the red zone for test positivity, indicating a rate above 10%,” according
to the report. Florida tallied 308 new infections for every 100,000
residents from July 7 to Tuesday, nearly triple the national average of
119 cases per 100,000, the report says. Metro areas that are also in the
red zone include Port St. Lucie, Daytona Beach, Pensacola,
Tallahassee and Lakeland. Another 12 counties and several metro
areas are in the “yellow zone,” considered to be at risk.


“Florida emergency workers test positive for COVID-19” via Arek
Sarkissian of POLITICO Florida — Four people at the Florida
Emergency Operations Center have tested positive for COVID-19 this
week and the facility has been closed until Monday for cleaning,
Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz said.
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The Emergency Operations Center has served as the nucleus of
Florida's response to the coronavirus pandemic. The facility allows
dozens of representatives from various state agencies to work under
one roof. Moskowitz said 12 people have tested positive since the state
Division of Emergency Management began testing three weeks ago.
There is no evidence of the virus spreading among the offices reserved
for each agency. DEM has been testing employees twice a week for
several weeks, and a mandatory mask order was issued three weeks
ago.


“State says COVID-19 tests are for long-term care workers” via the
News Service of Florida — “If you have residents that require testing,
please make sure that you are coordinating with their health care
provider or you may contact the county health department if you require
testing for residents,” Agency for Health Care Administration Deputy
Secretary Molly McKinstry told nursing-home officials during a call.
Nursing homes and assisted living facilities will receive in the mail a
month’s worth of tests and, under a pair of emergency rules, are
required to test staff every other week. Meanwhile, the federal
government announced this week that it would send rapid COVID-19
tests to nursing homes in virus hotspots.


Surgeon General silences local health director — Palm Beach
County School Board Chair Frank Barbieri accused the DeSantis
administration of trying to stop local public health officials from weighing
in on school reopening plans. As reported by Andrew Atterbury of
POLITICO Florida, Barbieri said Palm Beach health director Alina
Alonso agreed that district schools should remain online-only in the fall,
but would not formally endorse the plan because she had been
“politically silenced by Tallahassee.” Barbieri said the directive was
handed down by Surgeon General Scott Rivkees, who “told her to
keep her mouth shut and not speak about it. I know that’s a fact
because it’s been confirmed by several people.”
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Scott Rivkees is telling school officials to 'keep your mouth shut' about reopening
plans.


“Hundreds of inmates test positive at North Florida prison” via Ana
Ceballos of the News Service of Florida — On Sunday, 30 inmates at
Columbia Correctional Institution had tested positive for the deadly
respiratory disease. By Thursday, the number had soared to 442
prisoners, as the virus continued to show that it can move rapidly
through Florida’s prison system. At Columbia, which is near Lake City,
the positivity rate was 60% among inmates who had received their test
results, according to the Department of Corrections data. Data show
that corrections and health officials began to aggressively test hundreds
of inmates at Columbia on Friday and Saturday. At the time, fewer than
30 inmates were known to be infected with COVID-19 and roughly 120
prisoners were in medical isolation after exhibiting symptoms of the
infectious illness.


“PolitiFact: Misreported test data in Orlando does not explain
Florida’s COVID-19 outbreak” via Tom Kertscher of the Tampa Bay
Times — One theory ricocheting around social media blames Florida’s
large coronavirus outbreak on mistakes in case reporting. The claim
was made by internet prankster Joey Saladino, who says he creates
content "to expose the Democrats and MSM," or mainstream media.
The onetime candidate for a New York City congressional seat has
156,000 followers on Facebook. Other Facebook users made similar
claims, saying for example that 33 Florida labs reported “98% positivity
instead of 9.8%. Another claimed the state Department of Health
“increased the COVID-19 case number by a whopping 90%.” There is
no evidence of that.


  Back to school?



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xktklud-edrdjlhjd-q/

https://newsserviceflorida.com/app/post.cfm?postID=37425&email=saintpeter4@gmail.com&token=57FC2B7C-D56C-4071-8495-AD4012DDEF1D&key=22004AECDAF8FCF3EA2CEC0900E9CA

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xktklud-edrdjlhjd-a/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xktklud-edrdjlhjd-a/





“White House vows not to 'let the science stand in the way' of
reopening schools as poll shows three-fourths of parents DON'T
back Donald Trump's reopening demands” via Kately Caralle of The
Daily Mail — Kayleigh McEnany asserted that Trump will not let
'science stand in the way' of his push to reopen schools in the fall in the
midst of the coronavirus pandemic. The White House press secretary
claimed during her press briefing that science is on the side of
reopening schools amid a massive spike in cases and said the U.S. is
the 'outlier' of Western societies in not moving to get students back in
the classroom. 'The science is on our side here,' McEnany told
reporters gathered in the James S. Brady Briefing Room Thursday
afternoon.


Donald Trump’s not going to let a little thing like science get in the way of his push
to reopen schools.


“Johns Hopkins health experts urge communities to rethink school
reopening priorities” via Nicole Gaudiano of POLITICO — Experts at
Johns Hopkins are urging communities to consider reopening schools
before bars. Other countries have safely reopened schools, but they
first got the coronavirus under general control in their communities and
took precautions, the experts said during a briefing hosted by the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. On the other hand,
increasing transmission levels in surrounding communities because of
large public gatherings in Israel contributed to outbreaks in schools,
forcing them to close again, said Jennifer Nuzzo, senior scholar at the
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security.


“In the same towns, private schools are reopening while public
schools are not” via Claire Cain Miller of The New York Times — In
Honolulu, nearly all public schools are planning to allow students to
return for just part of the week. But at Punahou, a private school for
grades kindergarten through 12, school will open full time for everyone.
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The school has an epidemiologist on staff and is installing thermal
scanners in the hallways to take people’s temperatures as they walk by.
It has a new commons area and design lab as well as an 80-acre
campus that students can use to spread out. There were already two
teachers for 25 children, so it will be easy to cut classes in half to meet
public health requirements for small, consistent groups. The same thing
is happening in communities across the country: Public schools plan to
open not at all or just a few days a week, while many neighboring
private schools are opening full time.


“Duval Schools’ new plan includes masks and full-time distance
learning options” via Emily Bloch of The Florida Times-Union — Duval
Schools’ back-to-school plan was overhauled following new orders from
the department of education and overwhelming feedback, which was
largely critical, from stakeholders including parents and teachers.
Superintendent Diana Greene presented a new plan at a school board
workshop meeting Tuesday morning. The latest plan features a full-time
distance learning option for all grade levels without students having to
un-enroll from their current school, a new mask requirement in
classrooms and a plan to offer five-days-per-week of in-person
schooling, but only for those who want it. Unlike the district’s previous
version, the new plan features a full-time distance learning option for all
grade levels, allowing students to stay enrolled in their current school.


“Teachers don’t have a choice in this mess. Let’s act like they
matter.” via Stephanie Hayes of the Tampa Bay Times — As Florida’s
leadership rushes to reopen schools five days a week with COVID-19
cases and deaths higher than ever, some parents have a choice. If we
are privileged enough to stay home with kids, we can keep them out of
the building for now. Do you know who doesn’t have a choice?
Teachers. We already ask them to buy their own supplies. We ask them
to stand between our children and bullets. Now we are asking them to
contend with a lethal virus. In a normal year, teachers might be happy
with Kleenex, a Pepperidge Farm gift basket or one of those purses
with a plastic bladder that holds an entire bottle of wine. But we have to
do better.
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“Will Miami have to lock down again? Mayor, business owners to
talk as COVID surges” via Joey Flechas of the Miami Herald — Miami
Mayor Francis Suarez on Thursday announced he plans to meet with
about 25 business leaders to discuss “the possibility of a future
lockdown” if the spread of COVID-19 is not dramatically reduced in the
next few weeks. “I think it’s important we communicate with the
business community before making any decisions, and I want to get
their sentiments. I want to listen to them,” Suarez said. “I want to hear
what they have to say, but I also want to stress to them the severity, the
seriousness that we find ourselves in.” The Mayor signaled that a
lockdown could be seriously considered if in the next few weeks the
surge of positive cases and hospitalizations is not tamped down.


Corona local
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Miami Mayor Francis Suarez is meeting with business leaders to consider the
possibility of rolling back reopening plans, perhaps even a lockdown.


“Which sparks set off Miami’s COVID wildfire? The clues are in the
cases, experts say” via Ben Conarck and Daniel Chang of the Miami
Herald — When COVID-19 roared back to life across Florida in mid-
June after several weeks of relative quiet, Miami-Dade County quickly
became a hot spot far exceeding other parts of the state, despite a
more cautious reopening and a relatively early shutdown order. Public
health experts say there likely is no single reason why Miami-Dade has
seen the highest number of cases, hospitalizations and deaths due to
COVID-19 in Florida. They say robust contact tracing can provide clues,
but without details from Florida’s health department, they can only offer
theories. Knowing whether a new wave of infections is stemming from
bars or the essential workforce or some other source could help local
officials halt a new outbreak before it triggers another lockdown.


“South Florida hospitals running out of remdesivir, a potentially
lifesaving coronavirus drug” via Cindy Krischer Goodman of the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel — As more patients flood into local
emergency rooms, South Florida hospitals say they are dangerously
low on remdesivir, a drug that has shown promise in treating patients
with COVID-19. Doctors now are forced into daily decisions about who
does or does not get the drug, which can speed recovery as well as
decrease the chance a patient may die. The drug has been stockpiled
by the federal government, which bought large supplies from
manufacturer Gilead Sciences. Hospitals can purchase the drug in
amounts allocated by the federal government based on their size.
DeSantis said Thursday during a news conference that he has asked
Pence for more of the drug for Florida hospitals that face a supply
shortage.


“'Epicenter of the epicenter': Young people partying in Miami
Beach despite COVID-19 threat” via Morgan Hines of USA Today —
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Florida's record-setting spike in COVID-19 cases hasn't stopped visitors
from partying in Miami Beach, which its mayor, Dan Gelber, calls "the
epicenter of the epicenter." While the fact that Miami is a tourist hot
spot is typically a positive, it's exactly the opposite at a time when the
city has more than 69,000 cases, the most of any Florida county and
more than twice as much as neighboring Broward, the next on the list.
Florida has recorded more than 77,000 cases in the past week alone
and over 300,000 in all. The state has more infections than the United
Kingdom or Spain. "By multiples, the largest group of cases is the 18-
to-34 age category in Miami-Dade," Gelber said, noting that those
people are likely infecting family members of other age groups in the
area.


“Exposed by son, Plantation man fights COVID-19 in hospital” via
The Associated Press — For weeks, Michelle Zymet pleaded with her
stepson to avoid going out with friends and to always wear a mask. “It’s
just not the time,” the Florida woman says she told him, begging him to
think about his dad, who is at a higher risk of severe COVID-19 illness
because he is overweight and diabetic. One evening in early June, the
young man went out against her wishes, gathered with friends and
removed his mask while eating and drinking. Days later, he felt cold
symptoms and a friend at the get-together told him she had tested
positive for the new coronavirus. By then, it already had taken hold in
the young man’s household. The man’s father, John Place, is now
fighting the virus at a hospital’s intensive care unit. The illness’s spread
among members of the Plantation, Florida, family highlights the
outcome dreaded by authorities who feared the recent surge of cases
hitting younger Floridians would spread to older, more vulnerable
people.
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Michelle Zymet, right, is surrounded by her husband John Place and their
daughter Cyann. Place, a Florida business owner, is fighting COVID-19 at a


hospital intensive care unit after likely being infected by his son. Image via AP.


“Stanley Duane Bunn, the ‘Clark Griswold’ of Cedar Hills, died at
75 from COVID-19” via Mark Woods of The Florida Times-Union —
Bunn was taken to Orange Park Medical Center in early April with what
seemed to be pneumonia. It turned out to be COVID-19. So when he
and Wanda Priscilla Bunn celebrated their 54th anniversary, they
weren’t able to be together. But they did talk on the phone. “The night
before he got worse, I got a phone call from the nurse,” Mrs. Bunn said.
“She told me her name and said, ’Your husband just wants to hear your
voice.” Nine days after their anniversary, on April 18, he died. He was
75.


  


“Four Pinellas COVID-19 test sites close due to 'nationwide
shortage of testing supplies'” via Sarah Hollenbeck of WFTS — You
now have fewer places to get tested for COVID-19 in Pinellas County.
Four test sites in Pinellas Park, Clearwater and St. Petersburg operated
by the Community Health Centers of Pinellas were forced to close early
Wednesday and Thursday, July 15-16, and will stay closed Friday, July
17 and Monday, July 20. Operators at the COVID-19 testing site are
blaming a nationwide shortage of testing supplies. The Community
Health Centers of Pinellas average 360 tests a day, according to the
Florida Department of Health records. The Florida Department of
Health in Pinellas County and leaders at sites at Tropicana Field and


More local
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the Mahaffey Theater say they’re well equipped to handle demand …
even if they get a flood of people who are turned away from other sites.


Four COVID-19 test sites in Pinellas County have closed due to a lack of testing
supplies. Image via WFTS.


“As Manatee County hospitals fill, Sarasota Memorial worries” via
Timothy Fanning of The Sarasota Herald-Tribune — All three of
Manatee County’s general hospitals have hit capacity, as COVID-19
cases keep surging, and that’s got Sarasota Memorial Hospital worried
that it will put an increased burden on a hospital that is already seeing
record-breaking virus admissions. “When you start seeing nearby
hospitals reach capacity, that means the patients need to go
somewhere,” said James Fiorica, Sarasota Memorial’s chief medical
officer. “Right now, that’s going to be here.” There are now 118 patients
being treated for COVID-19 at Sarasota Memorial, many of which are at
least 20 years younger than were previously treated at the hospital. The
hospital previously saw one or two daily COVID-19 hospital admissions.
There are now 10 to 15 hospital admissions a day. “I am concerned, we
need a break,” said Fiorica. “We can’t sustain the high volumes long
term.”


“A coronavirus surge is hitting Tampa Bay hospitals” via Megan
Reeves of the Tampa Bay Times — Hospitals in Tampa Bay have been
bracing for months, anticipating a wave of coronavirus cases that is
now beginning to reach them. Hundreds of nurses have been brought in
from elsewhere to help. And one area hospital system, BayCare,
ordered refrigeration equipment to provide additional morgue space.
Doctors say their hospitals are constantly expanding bed space, but it
fills up fast. Patients are younger and sicker than a few months ago,
and there are simply more of them, said Dr. Jason Wilson, an
emergency room physician at Tampa General, the area’s largest
hospital. In March, April and May, the hospital saw about 15 patients
infected with the virus each day. Now, there are often 70 or more, and
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about 40% end up in the intensive care unit, Wilson said. About half are
placed on a ventilator.


  


“A second coronavirus death surge is coming” via Alexis C.
Madrigal of The Atlantic — There is no mystery in the number of
Americans dying from COVID-19. Despite political leaders trivializing
the pandemic, deaths are rising again: The seven-day average for
deaths per day has now jumped by more than 200 since July 6,
according to data compiled by the COVID Tracking Project. By that
count, states reported 855 deaths today, in line with the recent elevated
numbers in mid-July. The deaths are not happening in unpredictable
places. Rather, people are dying at higher rates where there are lots of
COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations: in Florida, Arizona, Texas, and
California, as well as a host of smaller southern states that all rushed to
open up. The deaths are also not happening in an unpredictable
amount of time after the new outbreaks emerged. Cases began to rise
on June 16; a week later, hospitalizations began to rise. Two weeks
after that states began to report more deaths.


Corona nation
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A second surge of COVID-19 deaths is expected soon.


“Data map shows 45% of US counties are seeing uncontrollable
spread of COVID-19 outbreaks — as latest model predicts 224,000
American deaths by beginning of November” via Emily Crane of The
Daily Mail — Forty-five percent of counties across the United States are
currently battling uncontrollable COVID-19 outbreaks, a data map
shows, as the latest models predict the number of deaths will surge by
at least 20,000 in the next four weeks. The data map, compiled by
spatial analytics company Esri, shows that an 'epidemic trend', or
uncontrollable spread, of coronavirus cases, is occurring across the
Sun Belt states and parts of the Midwest. Of the 3,141 counties across
the US, 1,415 are currently experiencing an epidemic outbreak and
1,103 are seeing spreading trends, which is an outbreak that could still
be controlled if preventive measures are taken, the data shows.


“Anthony Fauci built a truce. Trump is destroying it.” via Molly
Roberts of The Washington Post — With Fauci, there is feast, and
there is famine. In May, the steady stream of appearances slowed and
then appeared to peter out entirely, except for an errant and anodyne
appearance on, somewhat inexplicably, actress Julia Roberts’
Instagram. And then, as if those warnings had been too dire for the
administration to bear, he faded again. In reality, Fauci has only ever
wanted to play on the side of science, and until now, all the other sides
in the Washington game have been willing to let him do it. Every time
the president opens his mouth to contradict what the experts say or to
invent something that the experts deny, he turns fact into belief and
tears at the truce that has held for so many years.


“Majority of Americans in largest cities report COVID-19
depression” via Alexandre Tanzi of Bloomberg — The majority of
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Americans in the largest metro areas felt down, depressed or hopeless
last week, according to Bloomberg calculations from a new U.S.
Census Household Pulse Survey, which collects data on how people’s
lives have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Some of the
sunniest cities were the saddest, with high levels of depression reported
in Phoenix, Los Angeles and Miami. Almost two-thirds of respondents
among households where a member lost income due to coronavirus-
induced lockdowns reported feeling depressed. In contrast, less than
half without wage declines expressed similar emotions. Americans
younger than 50 were most worried about losing their livelihoods and
reported more despondency.


  


“Retail sales in the U.S. jump as unemployment claims top one
million for the 17th straight week.” via The New York Times — The
American economy is continuing its halting recovery, a pair of U.S.
government reports revealed Thursday. The Commerce Department
said that retail sales rose 7.5% in June after a record surge in May, as
federal stimulus checks and tax refunds continued to fuel a burst of
summertime spending at newly reopened stores and restaurants. The
rise in cases in states including California, Florida and Texas is raising
the specter of another shutdown, which would be a major blow for
store-based retailers. The Labor Department said that 1.3 million laid-
off workers filed initial claims last week for state unemployment
benefits. That continues a decline since the peak in late March, but is
still higher than levels ever seen before the pandemic and is the 17th
consecutive week of more than one million claims.


U.S. unemployment claims have topped 1 million for the 17th week in a row.


“More layoffs coming as businesses brace for COVID-19
lockdowns” via David Lyons of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — As


Corona economics



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xktklud-edrdjlhjd-tt/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xktklud-edrdjlhjd-tt/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xktklud-edrdjlhjd-ti/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xktklud-edrdjlhjd-td/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xktklud-edrdjlhjd-td/





COVID-19 cases surge across Florida, many businesses are starting to
give up hope they can rebound with their pre-pandemic workforces,
permanently laying off more workers. Faced with thin cash reserves
and the prospect of more government lockdowns, many are positioning
themselves to be leaner for the remainder of 2020. “Now with the
specter of another major lockdown, these firms are saying it’s time to
cut bait,” said Rebel Cole, an FAU finance professor. Notices of
extended layoffs and furloughs continue to pour into the state
Department of Economic Opportunity from big businesses with long
track records. Although Disney World is recalling some 8,000 workers,
other large businesses in the hospitality and lodging world are
extending separation times.


“Florida Democratic Party ‘did the right thing’ returning PPP loan,
DNC chairman says” via David Smiley, Alex Daugherty and Erin
Doherty of the Miami Herald — State Democratic parties in Florida and
Ohio sought and accepted federal loans worth hundreds of thousands
of dollars this spring from a program created to help small businesses
struggling to make payroll amid the coronavirus-driven recession. One
of them in Florida did the right thing by returning the money, Democratic
National Committee Chairman Tom Perez said Thursday. “It was the
right thing to give that money back,” Perez told reporters on a morning
conference call about the coronavirus. The Florida Democratic Party,
which says it consulted with attorneys, lenders and the Small Business
Administration before requesting money from the Paycheck Protection
Program, has blamed the federal government for making a “mistake” in
authorizing a $780,000 loan.


“Publix mandates customers wear masks at all its stores starting
Tuesday” via Austin Fuller of the Orlando Sentinel — Shoppers at all of
the more than 1,250 Publix grocery stores will be required to wear
masks starting Tuesday. The Lakeland-based chain announced the rule
Thursday, the day after Walmart and Sam’s Club announced a similar
mandate at more than 5,000 stores. Walmart’s rule will take effect
Monday. The Publix requirement will be posted on signs at store
entrances, and there will be in-store announcements about it, according
to a news release. Young children and people with medical conditions
who can’t wear masks will be exempt from the policy. The grocery store
chain recommends those who can’t wear face coverings to consider
using the delivery or curbside pickup options.


  


“EU extends travel ban on Americans amid spike in US
coronavirus cases” via Deirdre Shesgreen of USA Today — The
European Union extended its travel ban on Americans on Thursday, as
coronavirus infections continued to rise across the United States. The
EU first started lifting international travel restrictions on July 1,


More corona
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welcoming visitors from 14 countries, including Canada, South Korea
and Australia. The U.S. was left off that initial list and Americans remain
barred from visiting the bloc for at least another two weeks under
Thursday's decision, announced by the European Council. In
Thursday's decision, the EU said residents of 12 countries could visit
the bloc, which includes France, Germany, Italy, Spain and Austria.


“CDC extends cruise ban from U.S. ports until October” via Richard
Tribou of the Orlando Sentinel — The CDC extended it's No Sail Order
for cruise ships from U.S. ports through the end of September in its
efforts to battle the coronavirus pandemic. The update Thursday
extended the order that was put in place on April 9 and was set to
expire on July 24. The order now would prohibit any cruise ship from
disembarking from a U.S. port until October 1. “The challenges
described in this document highlight the need for further action before
cruise ships’ resuming passenger operations,” the order reads. Most
cruise lines had already previously agreed to suspend sailing from U.S.
ports until Sept. 15 after signing onto a statement from trade group
Cruise Lines International Association.


The Centers for Disease Control has extended the ban on cruise ships from U.S.
ports until at least October.


“CDC. says ships helped spread coronavirus” via Frances Robles of
The New York Times — As the coronavirus pandemic raged around the
world, cruise ship companies continued to allow their crews to attend
social gatherings, work out at gyms and share buffet-style meals,
violating basic protocols designed to stop the spread of the highly
transmissible virus, the CDC said in a scathing 20-page order, that
extended the suspension of cruise operations until Sept. 30. In a rebuke
of the cruise ship companies, Robert Redfield, the director of the
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CDC., blamed them for the widespread transmission of the virus. The
C.D.C. said there were 99 outbreaks aboard 123 cruise ships in United
States waters alone, the agency said in the statement.


“Big data analytics enables scientists to model COVID-19 spread”
via South Florida Hospital News and Healthcare Report — Public health
efforts depend heavily on predicting how diseases like COVID-19
spread across the globe. Researchers from Florida Atlantic University’s
College of Engineering and Computer Science in collaboration with
LexisNexis Riskïƒ’ Solutions, a global data technology and advanced
analytics leader, have received a rapid research grant from the National
Science Foundation to develop a model of COVID-19 spread using
innovative big data analytics techniques and tools. The project
leverages prior experience in modeling Ebola spread to successfully
model the spread of COVID-19. Researchers will use big data analytics
techniques to develop computational models to predict the spread of
the disease utilizing forward simulation from a given patient and the
propagation of the infection into the community; and backward
simulation tracing a number of verified infections to a possible patient
“zero.”


  


“Military leaders pressure Mark Esper to ban Confederate flag” via
Lara Seligman of POLITICO — The leaders of the armed forces are
pressuring Esper to ban the public display of the Confederate flag at
the Defense Department facilities, amid opposition from the White
House, according to three defense officials. Esper is set in the coming
days to unveil a policy dealing with the public display of racially or
socially divisive symbols on military installations. Yet it is still unclear
whether the policy will specifically include a ban on the Confederate
flag, and a DoD spokesperson declined to comment. A draft policy was


Smoldering
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circulated with the military departments, which provided feedback. It is
now with the General Counsel and Personnel and Readiness offices,
the person said.


Military leaders are putting pressure on Defense Secretary Mark Esper to
eliminate the Confederate flag from military bases and DOD facilities. Image via


AP.


“Confederate flag banner flies over Bristol Motor Speedway before
NASCAR All-Star Race” via Mike Hembree of USA Today — A
Confederate flag banner similar to one flown over Talladega
Superspeedway last month was flown over Bristol Motor Speedway
before NASCAR’s All-Star Race. The banner included “SCV.org” beside
the Confederate flag. The Sons of Confederate Veterans organization
operates that website. The banner flown at Talladega on June 21
included the flag and the words “Defund NASCAR.” The SCV claimed
responsibility for the Talladega banner. There were no Confederate
flags visible in the grandstands at Bristol on Wednesday night. The
relatively small infield is closed to fans.


“South Florida city adopts resolution calling on FSU president
John Thrasher to remove student government leader” via Jason
Delgado of Florida Politics — A city nearly 470 miles south of Florida
State University adopted a resolution calling for the resignation of the
university’s Student Government Senate President. “We’re not going to
be silent,” said Aventura Vice Mayor Howard Weinberg. “We’re not
going to be complicit when we’re dealing with this kind of hateful anti-
Semitism, especially on the campus of one of our great state
universities.” The city’s resolution calls on FSU President John
Thrasher to remove SGA Senate President Ahmad Daraldik from
student government. It also asks that the university to condemn the
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Senate President’s string of anti-Semitic social media posts.


“Polk School Board member target of racial allegations” via
Kimberly Moore of the Ledger of Lakeland — A whisper campaign that
alleges school board member Billy Townsend is racist became a shout
this week among some of Polk County’s leaders. Last Saturday, a
political action committee posted a Facebook ad citing a quote from a
former Lakeland NAACP director who called Townsend a racist. On
Tuesday night, former Lakeland Mayor Gow Fields ratcheted up the
rhetoric by comparing Townsend to the Minneapolis police officer who
put his knee on George Floyd’s neck and killed him. But that support
turned incendiary Tuesday night as Fields’ emotions were on display as
he blamed Townsend and fellow school board member Lisa Miller for
the impending retirement of Superintendent Jacqueline Byrd.
Townsend and Miller are white and Byrd is Black.


  


“Donna Shalala, José Javier Rodriguez rally to extend federal


D.C. matters
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benefits” via Spencer Fordink of Florida Politics — Shalala and
Rodriguez embarked on a barnstorming tour Thursday morning to
keep the plight of their constituents in the public eye. Both Shalala and
Rodriguez were hoping to rally support for the extension of federal
benefits to the unemployed during the COVID-19 pandemic, and they
held two news conferences and later led a car caravan to Rick Scott’s
Miami office to deliver their message in person. Shalala, the former
U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services, said Thursday morning
that the House of Representatives has voted to extend the $600 weekly
federal benefit until next January. The Senate has not passed that
provision, and as of now, the federal benefits expire on July 31. Shalala
said that she supports a bill sponsored by U.S. Sens. Chuck Schumer
and Ron Wyden to extend the benefits.


U.S. Rep. Donna Shalala and Sen. José Javier Rodriguez are pushing to extend
federal benefits for the unemployed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.


“Florida delegation celebrates as House committee approves
Water Resources Development Act” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics
— Several members of the Florida congressional delegation are
praising the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee for
advancing legislation to help regulate Florida’s waterways and allow for
additional construction aimed at protecting the Everglades. That
measure will now head to the full House for a vote. “Water is critical for
life and solid infrastructure is critical to Florida’s economy which is
dependent on moving goods and people efficiently and effectively,” said
GOP U.S. Rep. Daniel Webster. “This legislation authorizes funding for
critical ports, inland waterways, locks, dams, flood protection,
ecosystem restoration, and other water resources infrastructure
important to Florida and our nation.”


  


“Life after unbearable loss: Legislator Emily Slosberg finds her


Statewide
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way amid the pain” via Wayne Washington of The Palm Beach Post —
Months ago, when coronavirus roared into Palm Beach County,
Slosberg knew it meant trouble for her state legislative district.
Coronavirus had proved itself to be a particularly deadly scourge for
older people, and Slosberg’s district, which stretches from Boynton
Beach to Boca Raton, is home to more than 15,000 people who are
older than 80. County leaders were trying to get testing to figure out
where the virus was so they could stop it. Slosberg, 38, knew where
she wanted some of that testing to take place. She wanted it done in
her district, and she wasn’t shy about saying so. She addressed the
Palm Beach County Commission. She reached out to DeSantis. A few
weeks later, in early April, a drive-thru testing site opened at the South
County Civic Center west of Delray Beach. The site was a victory for
the people of state House District 91, and it was a victory for Slosberg.


Coronavirus has hit Emily Slosberg’s district particularly hard. Image via Colin
Hackley.


“Straub case kicked to Broward County after seven Palm Beach
circuit judges disqualified” via Joe Capozzi of The Palm Beach Post
— The state’s criminal case against powerful Wellington developer
Glenn Straub has been punted to Broward County Circuit Court.
Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice Charles Canady assigned the
case to Broward Circuit Court Judge Tim Bailey on Wednesday. Straub
was arrested in January and charged with three felonies — grand theft
larceny of less than $100,000, filing a fraudulent lien and filing false
documents — in connection with a bitter dispute with a former girlfriend.
The case was first assigned to Circuit Judge Daliah Weiss. But when
Straub’s close friend, retired Palm Beach County Circuit Judge Jeffrey
Colbath joined his defense team in March, Weiss recused herself. Six
other Palm Beach County circuit judges would do the same over the
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next three months.


“Broward school district joins lawsuit against vaping companies”
via Rafael Olmeda of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Vaping
companies are accused of targeting children with products designed to
get them addicted to nicotine, and school districts across the country
want those companies to pay the cost of educating students about the
dangers they pose. The Broward School Board is joining more than 100
government entities from across the country in a federal lawsuit
demanding compensation for resources that have to be spent on
counselors, monitoring, and programming to curb the use of vaping
products. Broward is one of six school districts taking the lead on the
case as “bellwethers” to represent the rest, said school district lawyer
Eugene Pettis, of Haliczer Pettis & Schwamm in Fort Lauderdale.


“Joel Greenberg stole identities of customers at Seminole tax
collector’s office, feds say” via Jeff Weiner of the Orlando Sentinel —
Former Seminole County Tax Collector Greenberg used driver’s
licenses surrendered to his office by customers to create fake
identification cards for himself, according to a newly filed federal
indictment. Greenberg, who resigned and dropped his bid for reelection
after an earlier indictment on charges that he stalked a political
opponent, now faces four additional charges related to identity theft and
the production of false documents, according to an indictment filed
Wednesday. Customers visiting tax collector branches that issued
driver’s licenses and Florida ID cards would sometimes surrender their
old IDs to Greenberg’s staff to be destroyed. But Greenberg,
prosecutors now allege, “used his access to the Seminole County Tax
Collector’s Office to take surrendered driver's licenses before they were
shredded.”
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Seminole County Tax Collector Joel Greenberg is accused of stealing identities of
people who surrender their driver’s licenses to his office.


“Corps warns of Lake Okeechobee algae bloom” via Kimberly Miller
of The Palm Beach Post — The Army Corps is warning of potentially
harmful blue-green algae on Lake Okeechobee as NOAA satellites find
about 42% of the lake ripe with a bloom. An image taken by the
Copernicus Sentinel-3b satellite of Lake O found about 300 square
miles infected with the single-celled cyanobacteria but only a sliver in
the very center of the 730-square-mile lake suffering from the highest
levels of concentration. The Corps’ alert says it’s possible boaters,
fishermen or others near the lake may encounter blue-green algae,
which can make people and animals sick if it becomes toxic.
Wednesday’s alert says the algae can be blue, bright green, brown or
red and may have a strong odor like rotting plants. “People who are
very sensitive to smells may have respiratory irritation,” the alert notes.


  


New and renewed lobbying registrations:


Slater Bayliss, Stephen Shiver, The Advocacy Group at Cardenas
Partners: Dream Medical Group


Amy Bisceglia, AB Governmental Affairs: AcuteCare Health System,
Lyft, Voices for Children, Dream Medical Group


Sara Clements, McGuireWoods Consulting: Dascena


Lobby regs
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Carlos Cruz, Jonathan Kilman, Converge Government Affairs of
Florida: Harbor America Acquisition


Will McKinley, Fred Dickinson, PooleMcKinley: Rekor Systems


Kim McDougal, Kirk Pepper, Jason Unger, GrayRobinson: Atlantic
Housing Partners, Kologik


  


“Supreme Court deals blow to felons in Florida seeking to regain
the right to vote” via Amy Gardner and Lori Rozsa of The Washington
Post — The U.S. Supreme Court declined on Thursday to overturn a
federal appeals court’s decision that blocked some Florida felons’
eligibility to participate in elections, a major blow to efforts to restore
voting rights to as many as 1.4 million people in the battleground state.
The decision lets stand a temporary halt by the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the 11th Circuit of a judge’s order that had cleared the way for
hundreds of thousands of felons in the state to register to vote. In early
July, the Campaign Legal Center in Washington petitioned the high
court to lift the stay, arguing that the appeals court decision had “thrown
the election rules into chaos.” But on Thursday, the U.S. Supreme
Court denied that request. Three liberal justices noted their dissent, with
Justice Sonia Sotomayor writing that the court’s decision “prevents
thousands of otherwise eligible voters from participating in Florida’s
primary election simply because they are poor.”


2020


  


“RNC restricts convention attendance as Florida coronavirus
cases climb” via Alex Isenstadt of POLITICO — The Republican


Convention countdown
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National Committee is planning to sharply limit attendance for its
convention in Jacksonville, Florida next month, shrinking the event
celebrating Trump’s renomination amid concerns about coronavirus.
Party Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel, who is overseeing planning for
the convention, has written a letter to RNC members saying that
attendance for the first three nights of the four-night event will be limited
to delegates. When Trump delivers his nomination acceptance speech
on the fourth night of the convention, August 27, attendance will be
expanded to delegates, a guest of their choosing, and alternate
delegates. “I want to make clear that we still intend to host a fantastic
convention celebration in Jacksonville,” McDaniel wrote. Top party
officials met with Trump on Monday evening to hash out plans for the
Jacksonville event.


The 2016 Republican National Convention. In 2020, the RNC plans to limit
attendance to delegates for the first three nights. Image via AP.


“So did you hear the joke about the RNC convention in Florida
next month?” via Frank Cerebino of The Palm Beach Post — We’re
just in the part of the process where Trump is being gently led —
through the calculated drip, drip of updates — to the truth that his ego-
stroking convention is dead. Trump can’t get there on his own. He is too
self-centered to consider that an in-person political convention during a
viral pandemic held in a state where that virus is spreading and an
already-active hurricane season is reaching its peak, is an idea that
should be dead from the start. So, this has turned the Republican
National Committee into a bunch of cat sitters timidly giving increasingly
dire updates in an attempt to deliver the bad news as gingerly as
possible.
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“Five CD 3 candidates raised $100K or more last quarter; James
St. George has most cash-on-hand” via Drew Wilson of Florida
Politics — Leading the pack for CD 3 is physician St. George, who
added just over $500,000 to his campaign account between April 1 and
June 30. Heading into July, he had about $635,000 in the bank. Most of
that cash came from St. George himself. He followed up his $200,000
loan in Q1 with a $400,000 loan last quarter. To date, he has raised
$336,291 from donors. Clay County business owner Judson Sapp
followed with $486,000 on hand. He has also staked his campaign with
his own money, lending the account $250,000 in the first quarter and
did so again in the second quarter. Kat Cammack, a former Yoho
staffer, was in No. 3 at the deadline. She raised just under $255,000
over the past three months and ended the quarter with about $330,000
left to spend.


More from the trail
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In the crowded race for CD3, James St. George is pulling ahead with cash on
hand.


“Alan Cohn leads in Q2 fundraising in CD 15, Ross Spano in
trouble” via Kelly Hayes of Florida Politics — In the race for Florida’s
15th Congressional District, Cohn dominated in 2nd quarter
fundraising. Cohn raised $222,328 and left this quarter with just over
$190,000 cash on hand. The Federal Election Commission reports
cover earnings from April 1-June 30. Cohn, a former investigative
journalist, outraised his primary opponent Adam Hattersley by $85,000
and one of the Republican candidates. Hattersley, a Navy veteran and
business owner, raised $137,523 in the second quarter. Hattersley has
raised $548,955 to date, about $50,000 more than Cohn, and he left the
quarter with $243,356 cash on hand. Spano ended the quarter with
$348,900 on hand, but has $113,517 in campaign debt, leaving him
with just over $235,000 available. Lakeland City Commissioner Scott
Franklin, meanwhile, has nearly $380,000 on hand in his mostly self-
funded campaign.


“Anna Paulina Luna leads CD 13 in Q2 earnings, still behind
Amanda Makki overall” via Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics —
Luna raised more than any other candidate for Florida’s 13th
Congressional District, including the incumbent, during the second
quarter fundraising period April 1-June 30. Luna raised $414,000,
bringing her campaign total to $784,000. While she stepped up her
game in the last fundraising reporting period before the August 18
primary, where she faces four other GOP opponents, it wasn’t enough
to put her ahead of the pack in total raised or cash on hand. Amanda
Makki, who’s leading the race in polls, raised $320,000 in the latest
report but has brought in $1.06 million to date. Makki also leads with
cash on hand with $791,000, of which about $734,000 is available after
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subtracting campaign debts, which amount to more than $56,000.


“Casey Askar looms over CD 19 primary with $1.76M cash on
hand” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Askar is reporting more
cash on hand than all his GOP competitors combined. The Naples
Republican reported spending more than $1.89 million through the end
of June, starting July with more than $1.76 million cash on hand in the
race for Florida’s 19th Congressional District. His campaign has
collected nearly $3.66 million, with $3 million coming from a candidate
loan. Askar’s campaign has already spent a good chunk of the money
since he jumped into the race in March. The next-best funded candidate
in the race remains Dr. William Figlesthaler, reporting $709,435 in
cash as of the end of the second quarter. He’s put a $1.66 million loan
into the race, the bulk of the $1.99 million raised thus far.


“Club for Growth books beaucoup TV time for Byron Donalds” via
Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — A 24-hour-hour campaign
expenditure report shows more buys to promote Donalds, the free-
market advocacy group’s favored candidate. Spending reports show
Club for Growth Action dropped $272,000 this week on the race for
video advertisements. That brings the total in TV spending for the group
to $1.6 million in CD 19. With the purchase of $4,000 in non-metro
market radio advertisements this week, Club for Growth has purchased
$7,000 in radio marketing as well. It shows a further commitment in the
race to rising Donalds’ profile. Club For Growth already kicked off TV
ads and purchased more than $1 million in airtime.


“Laura Loomer takes top fundraising spot for fourth straight
quarter, but still trails Lois Frankel in cash on hand” via Ryan Nicol
of Florida Politics — Loomer is leading her competitors in Florida’s 21st
Congressional District in fundraising for the fourth straight quarter.
Loomer still has a way to go to catch Frankel in cash on hand. Loomer
added around $384,000 during the most recent quarter. The challenger
has consistently spent tens of thousands paying for services that allow
Loomer to raise money online. She paid more than $57,000 last quarter
to a company called Media Bridge for “email fundraising fees.” Another
$11,000 went to a different company, D-Ploy It, Inc., for similar
services. Loomer’s financial reports are littered with such payments,
which mostly offset the money she is bringing in.


“Maria Elvira Salazar tops Donna Shalala in Q2 fundraising, but
Shalala extends cash on hand lead” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics
— Salazar topped Shalala in fundraising for the second straight
quarter. Shalala did manage to increase her cash on hand lead,
however, as she seeks to defend her seat in Florida’s 27th
Congressional District. Salazar collected nearly $560,000 during the
second quarter of 2020. That’s according to reports filed with the
Federal Election Commission which covered financial activity April 1-
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June 30. That number is a jump from Salazar’s first quarter total when
she raised more than $314,000. Both hauls were enough to top
Shalala. Salazar has added more than $1.7 million so far this cycle and
has more than $1.2 million still on hand. Though Shalala fell about
$26,000 short in money raised during the last quarter, she also spent
$34,000 less than Salazar’s total raised.


—“Margaret Good added to DCCC’s ‘Red to Blue’ following solid
fundraising quarter” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics


—“Brian Mast now holds $1.8 million in cash on hand after another
strong fundraising quarter” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


“Heather Fitzenhagen throws punches at ‘Sugar Ray’ in first SD 27
ad” via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics — The ad, titled “Why They Lie,”
sees the Fort Myers Republican push back against attacks from the
Florida Republican Senatorial Campaign Committee on her immigration
record and her stance on the parental consent bill passed in the 2020
Legislative Session. “Big Sugar has been poisoning Florida’s water and
Florida’s politics for years. They want gun control, illegal immigration,
and pet politicians like ‘Sugar Ray Rodrigues’ in charge. That’s why
they lie,” Fitzenhagen says in the ad. The camera briefly turns to
Fitzenhagen’s daughter, who says her mother is “strongly pro-life” and
“supports parental consent.”


To watch, click on the image below:


—“Ashley Moody endorses Danny Burgess for Florida Senate” via
Kelly Hayes of Florida Politics


Cord Byrd’s back on the money trail — Rep. Byrd returned to
fundraising in earnest in recent weeks, bringing in $15,000 between his
campaign account and 1845 political committee in recent weeks. The
Jacksonville Beach Republican seeks his third term representing HD
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11. Byrd raised over $76,000 this cycle from June 27 through July 10,
with just over $61,000 on hand in his campaign account, along with
over $26,000 in his political committee. His November opponent,
Democrat Joshua Hicks, has nearly $20,000 on hand.


“HD 72 candidates break from party orthodoxy to discuss police
reform” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — In an election year when
candidates in many races race to their party’s base, a Tiger Bay forum
showed House District 72 candidates establishing their independence.
The most notable instances came in a discussion of how the district’s
next Representative should approach police brutality and systemic
racism. Attorney Drake Buckman rebuffed a question about whether
he would support calls to “Defund the Police.” Republican Fiona
McFarland called defunding police dangerous, but she said it’s critical
in the wake of instances such as George Floyd‘s death that
institutional racism be addressed. Attorney Jason Miller said as a
former prosecutor, he knew well the problems between police and the
Black community.


“Rhonda Rebman Lopez says she wants to ‘carve up’ special
interest groups in new ad” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Lopez
is targeting special interest groups in her first TV ad of the 2020 cycle
as she competes for the open seat in House District 120. Lopez
references that geography to begin the ad. “My family’s been fishing in
Keys waters for 50 years, which is why I’m proud to call this paradise
‘home,'” Lopez says, indirectly responding to critiques Lopez played
carpetbagger to run in the district. “I know how important it is to protect
our way of life, protect our environment and our small businesses. And
I’ll carve up the special interests in Tallahassee trying to destroy our
quality of life with overdevelopment and congestion.” Lopez has raised
$230,000 in outside money and pitched in $35,000 in self-loans. She
has nearly $220,000 remaining in her war chest.


—“Seminole School Board members endorse Bob Cortes for HD
30” via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics


—“Greg Steube endorses Fiona McFarland in GOP primary for HD
72” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics


—“Spencer Roach backing Mike Giallombardo in HD 77 GOP
primary” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics


—“Meet Tom Fabricio, a Republican running for House District
103” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


  


“Scott Israel, ex-Broward sheriff and current candidate, discharged


Down ballot
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from hospital after getting COVID-19 treatment” via Skyler Swisher
of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Ex-Broward Sheriff Israel, who is
running to reclaim his post, left the hospital Thursday where he was
treated after testing positive for the new coronavirus. “My fight with
COVID-19 is not over, but my condition has improved enough that my
place in the hospital could be taken by another fighting this virus,” he
said in a prepared statement. “I return home tonight grateful to finish out
my treatment and recuperation and to strengthen for the coming days.”
Israel, 64, learned he had the virus Tuesday night and went to Delray
Medical Center for further evaluation, according to his campaign.


  


“Give Florida school districts flexibility on plans to reopen” via the
South Florida Sun-Sentinel editorial board — If school boards in
Broward and Palm Beach counties believe that it’s not safe to reopen
campuses amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the Florida Department of
Education should not overrule them. Broward Superintendent Robert
Runcie said he sees “no realistic path” to have students back on


Top opinion
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campus by Aug. 19, the first day of classes. Broward’s teacher union
agrees that the year should begin with remote learning. On
Wednesday, the Palm Beach County School Board approved
Superintendent Donald Fennoy’s plan for, to begin with, virtual classes
only. The board also will delay the start of the year from Aug. 10, likely
for three weeks. In both counties, significant numbers of parents want
their children back in classrooms. They make legitimate points about
the deficiencies in distance learning, especially for low-income
students.


  


“Bullying the Miami-Dade school district to reopen in August is
just reckless” via the Miami Herald editorial board — The monumental
decision on whether to reopen Miami-Dade schools in August is not on
Wednesday’s School Board agenda, but it’s likely to pop up. After all,
how to deal with this pandemic is the district’s most crucial decision in
ages. The burden of deciding whether we continue with online
schooling whether we physically return to class return to class
physically, falls largely on Superintendent Alberto Carvalho and the
elected members of the School Board, who rely on his counsel.
Carvalho has maintained that he will follow the advice of health experts
and the coronavirus dashboard on what is best for the district’s 350,000
students, parents, teachers and staff and the community. His is the
most pragmatic, and empathetic, approach to this scary eventuality.


“April Griffin barely pays her own taxes, but she wants to collect
yours” via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — In the past week,
Griffin has launched a volley of attacks against Nancy Millan. The
snipes have little bearing on the job they’re running for, Griffin doesn’t
cast doubt on whether Millan, a longtime Hillsborough Tax Collector
employee, is qualified for the job and she doesn’t attempt to paint Millan
as untrustworthy or out of touch. There’s a good reason for that: Griffin
is smart enough to know people who live in glass houses shouldn’t
throw stones. For someone running to be Hillsborough’s Tax Collector,
Griffin has a poor history of paying her taxes. She has been delinquent
in paying the property taxes for a home she owns on Henry Ave. for a
decade running, to the point the house was nearly seized and
auctioned off to pay the tab.


Opinions
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Florida continues to set records Gov. DeSantis would rather not
discuss.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— The state Department of Health reported 156 fatalities from COVID-
19 Wednesday, the largest number of deaths in a single day. There
was a record increase in the number of new hospitalizations and almost
14,000 newly confirmed cases of coronavirus. And you would never
guess who the chair of the Democratic National Committee is blaming.


— As the state grapples with the reopening of schools, critics claim the
Governor and the state Surgeon General are stacking the deck by
gagging county health officers who don’t think it's safe for kids to return
to classrooms yet.


— This is happening because county health officers don't actually work


Today's Sunrise
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for the county; they’re state employees who answer to Tallahassee.


— Floridians had to fight like hell to get unemployment benefits after
being laid off in March and the extra $600 per week from the feds made
an enormous difference. However, the federal money runs out at the
end of the month — unless the U.S. Senate agrees to an extension.


— Sunrise takes a deep dive into the drive to revive those federal
unemployment payments until the end of the year.


— Checking-in with a Florida Woman who was busted long distance
from Canada, and a Florida Man who lost his kangaroo.


To listen, click on the image below:


  


Dishonorable Mention: Rep. Chris Latvala, activist Becca Tieder,
Ernest Hooper and communications expert Dr. Karla Mastracchio
discuss politics and culture. The hosts open by talking about what’s
happened the past week in their lives, DIY and scrapbooking. Why do
we need a mask mandate? Why can’t people just wear a mask? The
hosts discuss some folks’ differing opinions and how we got here. Then,
they also partake in some classic “polititainment!”


Inside Florida Politics from GateHouse Florida: Another record-
shattering coronavirus week heightens pressure on DeSantis, with talk
of another shutdown growing louder. Gannett reporters John Kennedy,
Christine Stapleton and Mark Harper also discuss how a back-to-
school order has parents and educators on edge.


podcastED: Step Up for Students President Doug Tuthill speaks with
Sanford Kenyon, chief executive officer and founder of GreatMinds, an
organization focused on developing world-class, content-rich curriculum
for PK-12 students. A group of education leaders launched GreatMinds
in 2007, and now 75% of its employees come from the teacher ranks.
GreatMinds curricula aim to inspire joy in both teaching and learning,
giving teachers the tools they need to help students achieve success.


Listen up
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The New Abnormal from host Rick Wilson and Molly Jong-Fast:
Biden is so far ahead of Trump, James Carville jokes, that the former
Vice President could win, even with Gov. You betcha (Sarah Palin) by
his side. The strategy is simple, Carville tells Jong-Fast and Wilson:
“Attack, attack, attack. Attack from the right, attack from the left, attack
from the center, attack everywhere. People say, ‘Well, you know, you
got 89% of Republicans will be for [Trump] no matter what.’ Yeah.
Maybe so. But watch the number of people that identify as Republicans
go down. 89% of 34 is a lot different than 89% of 30.” The Daily Beast’s
Erin Banco describes the Trump administration’s “parallel
conversations” on the escalating COVID-19 threat. Wilson begs to go to
Gitmo! Jong-Fast ponders how the hell you can close Starbucks and
open schools.


The Yard Sign with host Jonathan Torres: Chris VerKuilen, Chris
Licata, Anibal Cabrera, and Torres talk about Jeffrey Epstein cohort
Ghislaine Maxwell, reopening schools, the GOYA boycott, the newly
opened St. Pete Pier and protests.


  


Facing South Florida with Jim DeFede on CBS 4 in Miami: The
Sunday show provides viewers with an in-depth look at politics in South
Florida, along with other issues affecting the region.


Florida This Week on Tampa Bay’s WEDU: Moderator Rob Lorei
hosts a roundtable featuring Rebecca Plant, M.D., Assistant Professor
USF Health, Morsani College of Medicine, Pediatrics; The Chiles Group
CEO Chuck Wolfe; Reverend James Golden, an attorney who serves
on the Manatee County School Board, Dist. 5 and Tampa Bay Times
Political Editor Steve Contorno.


In Focus with Allison Walker-Torres on Bay News 9: Remains on
hiatus due to coronavirus.


Political Connections on CF 13 in Orlando and Bay News 9 in
Tampa/St. Pete: A breakdown of the debate over reopening schools on
the national, state and local levels. Also, host Holly Gregory speaks
with Brian Corley, Pasco County Supervisor of Elections about
stopping misinformation and an update on Florida voter registration
numbers.


The Usual Suspects on WCTV-Tallahassee/Thomasville (CBS) and
WJHG-Panama City (NBC): Host Gary Yordon talks with Florida
Politics editor-in-chief Peter Schorsch and pollster Steve Vancore.


This Week in Jacksonville with Kent Justice on Channel 4 WJXT:
Rick Mullaney, director of the Jacksonville University Public Policy


Weekend TV
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Institute; Clay County Sheriff candidates Mike Taylor and Ben Carroll.


  Instagram of the day
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“How Xbox and PlayStation plan to duke it out this fall” via Jason
Schreier of Bloomberg — When the video game story of 2020 is written,
it will look very much as it has for the past two decades: Redmond,
Wash., vs. Tokyo, as Microsoft Corp.’s Xbox and Sony Corp.’s
PlayStation battle it out again. This fall, all signs point to the next
iterations of their platforms being hits. A June reveal of Sony’s
forthcoming PlayStation 5 has already drawn almost 28 million views on
YouTube; a vague teaser for Microsoft’s Halo Infinite, which it will
release alongside the new Xbox Series X, has more than 100,000 likes
on Twitter. Consoles are typically released every six or seven years.
Sony was the big winner last time, selling more than 110 million
PlayStation 4s since its debut in 2013.


Xbox and PlayStation plan on duking it out in 2020. Image via Bloomberg.


“Miami Hurricanes test positive for COVID-19. And NCAA releases
these strict guidelines” via Barry Jackson and Susan Miller Degnan of
the Miami Herald — The coronavirus has made its way into the
University of Miami football program. At least three players have tested
positive for COVID-19, prompting the Hurricanes to cancel their
mandatory workouts. Per school policy, UM declined to confirm whether


Aloe
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any players have tested positive. “Out of an abundance of caution and
in coordination with our return to campus policy, we elected to postpone
today’s workout,” UM said. These are UM’s first known positive
coronavirus tests among football players. Two sources said the team
had to return for more tests Thursday. UM athletic director Blake
James previously said the school is not releasing the number of
positive tests among student-athletes because it would cause more
confusion.


  


Happy birthday to the man who makes the trains run on time, Phil
Ammann, as well as Ballard Partners’ Chris Dorworth and Juan-
Carlos Planas.


Happy birthday
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Meyer, Amy P
Subject: Fwd: Republican National Convention
Date: Monday, July 6, 2020 2:46:58 PM
Attachments: Letter to Dr. Rolle.docx


I did receive this though. 


Pauline J. Rolle, MD, MPH, CPH
Interim Health Officer
Medical Executive Director
DOH-Duval


Get Outlook for Android


From: Frank Denton <frankmdenton@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 3:56:08 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Republican National Convention
 
Dear Dr. Rolle,
Please read attached letter.
Thank you,
Frank M. Denton, Ph.D.



mailto:Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov

mailto:Amy.Meyer@flhealth.gov

https://aka.ms/ghei36



July 5, 2020





Dear Dr. Rolle:


I am a volunteer helping a group of prominent Jacksonville attorneys who, working pro bono for concerned local people and organizations, will petition a state court to intervene in the plan to hold the Republican National Convention here even as the COVID-19 pandemic worsens.


The convention promises to pack the 15,000-seat VyStar Veterans Memorial Arena in violation of state and local mandates to avoid large gatherings, maintain social distancing and wear face masks. Please see this story from The New York Times this past week:


https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/29/us/politics/rnc-masks-convention.html


	The legal action will not seek to stop the convention but, rather, require it to be conducted in a safe manner as prescribed by public-health experts like you. The plaintiffs are not acting politically and, in fact, point out that the convention could be held more safely in the nearby TIAA Bank Field, which is open-air and much larger and would allow social distancing.


	We are asking if you would be willing to sign an affidavit, or at least a letter, with your opinion about the public-health implications of packing 15,000 people inside a closed arena. The lawyers would be happy to prepare an affidavit with your positions for your review and approval.


	We believe this is the last chance to avert what could be a public-health disaster for the people of greater Jacksonville, as well as the attendees at the convention and their later social contacts in every state.


	Will you help us?


Sincerely,


Frank M. Denton, Ph.D.





frankmdenton@gmail.com


904-832-5655










From: Arnister, Carolyn
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: RE: Keep Your Head Up!
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 3:20:02 PM
Attachments: image001.png


image002.png


I think that this is a very thoughtful, neutral and caring message. Appreciate everything that you do,
Dr. Rolle.
 


 


From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:38 PM
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users <_CHD16all@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Keep Your Head Up!
 


Good afternoon Team Duval!


 


We are now into Week 25 of our County Health Department COVID-19 response.  A
lot has happened since I last wrote you.  We have had several team members retire
or simply decide to pursue other opportunities.  We have celebrated births, marriages,
graduations and various life events all while attempting to serve the community.  As
we were busy doing the work of public health, the world began to spiral out of control.
The COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to slowly increase, and we watched in
disbelief as the world took to the streets in response to the recent events in the United
States.  During this time, we also learned that Jacksonville would host the Republican
National Convention.  So much has happened indeed.


Please know that our work is valuable and must continue.  Now more than ever, we
need to ride the wave and build a better boat.  Or to put it a different way…in the
words of Tupac Shakur, “Keep Your Head Up!”  I know that some of you are tired and
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you’re wondering when will it end?  While others are thinking, “This is what we live
for!”, “This is what we do!”.  I say to you “Keep Your Head Up!”  Public health is on
display.  Although you may not be activated to work the COVID-19 response at this
time, you are still a public health ambassador.  Your words mean something.  Every
social media post and every conversation is an opportunity to use your super power
to do good and educate those you’re connected with.


While we all have differing opinions regarding the pandemic, race and racial issues,
politics, religion, etcetera let us not allow that to hinder us from working together to
tackle the work at hand.  As a public servant, the operative word is servant.  Let us
not forget that.  We have a responsibility to protect, promote and improve the health
of all people.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you while riding the wave and
building a better boat.  Keep your head up Team Duval!!


 


Be well,








From: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT on behalf of City of Jacksonville EOC Situation Unit
To: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT@LIST.COJ.NET
Subject: COVID-19 - Situation Report #165 20200611 [1300] & Community Lifeline Status Report
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2020 1:53:09 PM
Attachments: COVID-19 - Situation Report #165 20200611 [1300].pdf


COVID-19 - Duval Community Lifeline Status Report - 20200611.pdf


All,
 
Please see the attached Situation Report #165 regarding the COVID-19 response.
 
A Community Lifeline Status Report (previously pages 2-6 of the COVID-19 Situation Report) will
now be released on a weekly basis, or more frequently when necessary.
 
Any new situational information will continue to be provided in the “UPDATES SINCE LAST REPORT”
section of the daily situation report.
 
Thank you,
 
SITUnit
City of Jacksonville
Emergency Operations Center
904-255-3129 (Desk)
904-255-3121 (Watch Office)
904-255-3110 (Main Line)
eocsitunit@coj.net
 


ONE CITY. ONE JACKSONVILLE.


 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list, please send email to:
LISTSERV@LIST.COJ.NET with a single line of text in the main BODY of the message that
reads, UNSUBSCRIBE COJ_EOC_SITUNIT
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Last Call  for 7.9.20 — A prime-time read  of what"s going down in Florida politics 
Date: Thursday, July 9, 2020 6:15:29 PM
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The U.S. Green Building Council recognized the late Kristin Jacobs as one of
seven “July sheroes who use their voices to advance equity and sustainability.”


Jacobs, the former representative for House District 96 in South Florida, died
in April after a long and fearless battle with cancer. She was just 60 years old.


“The environment was her key issue throughout her political career and she
testified before Congress, advocating for water quality regulations and
prioritization of climate change in policymaking,” the group wrote of Jacobs’
accomplishments.


“President [Barack] Obama appointed her to a national ocean policy task
force for her passion and efficacy within the environmental policy sector. The
Parkland School shooting, which left 17 dead, was within her district and soon


First Shot







afterward, Jacobs supported reforms to raise the age to buy a rifle to 21 and
tried to boost funding for school-based mental health services.”


“People in her community and within the state of Florida refer to her as a
trustworthy person, an eco-warrior, a true friend and an incredible woman.,”
the group continued.


One of Jacobs’ crowning accomplishments was the Southeast Florida Regional
Climate Compact, which she spearheaded.


Obama praised the compact as “a model not just for the country, but for the
world.”


As a Broward County Commissioner, Jacobs also started the Broward Water
and Climate Academy, a series of four-day seminars teaching elected officials
how to manage water supply, reclaimed water and drainage, as well as the
possible effects of climate change.


Her final act as a lawmaker, one she fought for despite immense pain at the
end of her illness, protected sharks in Florida waters from the inhumane
practice of shark finning, in which sharks are caught, their fins remove and
then often thrown back into the water to bleed to death.


  


Positive cases:


— 229,367 FL residents (+8,875 since Wednesday)


— 3,351 Non-FL residents (+60 since Wednesday)


Origin:


— 2,769 Travel related


— 67,493 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,682 Both


— 156,423 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 17,167 in FL


Deaths:


— 4,111 in FL


Coronavirus Numbers


  


As of Wednesday:


Unemployment Numbers







Total claims: 2,958,663


— Confirmed unique claims: 2,735,980


— Claim verification queue: 206,232


— Claims processed: 2,529,748


— Claims paid: 1,662,431 (+6,910 since Tuesday)


Total paid out: $9.32 billion (+$250 million since Tuesday)


  


1. “Supreme Court says Manhattan prosecutors can obtain Donald
Trump’s financial records” via Axios


2. “Don’t be fooled, Trump is a winner in the Supreme Court tax case” via
Josh Chafetz for The New York Times


3. "Airborne transmission of coronavirus in restaurants, gyms and other
closed spaces can't be ruled out, WHO says" via CNBC


4. “Behind new COVID-19 outbreaks: America’s patchwork of policies”
via Arian Campo-Flores, Rebecca Ballhaus and Valerie Bauerlein of The Wall
Street Journal


5. "Florida adds record 120 COVID-19 deaths, nearly 9,000 new cases" via
Florida Times-Union


6. "Marco Rubio won't support a second shutdown of Florida" via Jacob
Ogles of Florida Politics


7. “Ron DeSantis dismisses Andrew Cuomo’s offer of help in coronavirus
fight” via A.G. Gancarski of Florida Politics


8. “Gov. DeSantis says he would have ‘zero concern’ sending his own kids
back to school” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


9. “DeSantis sent more hospital staff to sell Florida; HHS refutes claim
Governor submitted formal request” via Ryan Dailey of WFSU


10. “Nikki Fried slams DeSantis for skipping Cabinet meetings but
holding COVID-19 press events” via Samantha Gross of the Miami Herald


11. “Amid criticism, Florida health department defends its contact tracing
program for COVID-19” via Isaac Morgan of Florida Phoenix


12. “Incoming Senate President looks at COVID-19 options” via Dara Kam
of News Service of Florida


Evening Reads
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13. "Florida Watch video demands face mask mandate" via Renzo Downey
of Florida Politics


14. "Milton 24-year-old dies of COVID-19, youngest death in Northwest
Florida" via Jim Little of the Northwest Florida Daily News


15. “Six months, six countries, six families — and one unrelenting,
unforgiving epidemic” via Steve Hendrix of The Washington Post


16. “Republicans looking to holding the convention outdoors” via Josh
Dawsey of The Washington Post


17. “Layoffs stuck at high level as 1.3 million seek jobless aid” via
Christopher Rugaber of The Associated Press


18. “TikTok considers changes to distance app from Chinese roots” via
Liza Lin and Shan Li of The Wall Street Journal


  Quote of the Day
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“We spent months saying they were certain things that were essential. That
included fast-food restaurants, it included Walmart, it included Home Depot. If
all that is essential, then educating our kids is absolutely essential. They have
been put to the back of the line in some respects.” — Gov. Ron DeSantis, on
reopening schools.


  Bill Day's Latest
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  Breakthrough Insights
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Last Call  for 6.10.20 — A prime-time read  of what"s going down in Florida politics 
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 6:00:48 PM
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Agricultural Commissioner Nikki Fried joined a handful of state lawmakers
and a representative of the NAACP Wednesday to discuss the “unaddressed”
issues of civil rights and voting in Florida.


The administration’s handling of felon voting rights was front and center.


Florida voters approved Amendment 4 by a wide margin in 2018, yet the
Legislature’s implementing bill — and Gov. Ron DeSantis’ defense of it —
has mitigated its impact.


“The efforts of this state show that at large there is an anti-clemency and
therefore anti-merciful campaign being run against 1.7 million returning
citizens and 64% of voters who in 2018 voted in favor of Amendment 4,” said
Rep. Fentrice Driskell, a Hillsborough County Democrat.


First Shot







“So here we are now in 2020 witnessing consistent attempts to carry out and
maintain a system of oppression that is supposed to be the bedrock of restoring
civil and voting rights to returning citizens.”


Fried focused on an adjacent topic: clemency reform. The Governor and
Cabinet are able to restore voting rights to felons with broad latitude — during
the Charlie Crist administration, the process was briefly made automatic.


The Agriculture Commissioner has called for the current rules to be reworked
to allow more Floridians to vote, but the Governor and Cabinet haven’t met in
their capacity as the Clemency Board in months.


“Since taking office I’ve called for an overhaul of clemency rules — rules
which disproportionately affect black people, and were designed to suppress
votes and disenfranchise those who paid their debt to society,” she said.


“The Governor can change the rules, but he won’t entertain the conversation.
He just canceled next week’s Cabinet and Clemency meetings — the first
Clemency meeting since last year, while thousands are still waiting for rights
restoration.”


  


Positive cases:


— 65,779 FL residents (+1,331 since Tuesday)


— 1,592 Non-FL residents (+40 since Tuesday)


Origin:


— 2,214 Travel related


— 31,297 Contact with a confirmed case


— 2,128 Both


— 30,140 Under investigation


Hospitalizations:


— 11,345 in FL


Deaths:


— 2,801 in FL


Coronavirus Numbers


  


Total claims: 2,407,331


Unemployment Numbers







— Confirmed unique claims: 2,218,101


— Claim verification queue: 169,062


— Claims processed: 2,049,039


— Claims paid: 1,335,215 (+70,078 since Monday)


Total paid out: $4.96 billion (+$180 million since Monday)


  


1. “Were they worth it? Key protest movements over the decades” via
Tamer Fakahany of The Associated Press


2. “Federal Reserve predicts unemployment will fall to 9.3% by end of
2020” via Heather Long of The Washington Post


3. “More than 1,250 former Justice Dept. workers call for internal
watchdog to probe William Barr role in clearing demonstrators from
Lafayette Square” via Matt Zapotosky of The Washington Post


4. “Interior to push drilling in Florida waters after Nov. election” via Ben
Lefebvre of POLITICO


5. “GOP expects to move its convention to Jacksonville after dispute with
North Carolina over pandemic safeguards” via Annie Linskey and Josh
Dawsey of The Washington Post


6. "‘Stop the pain,’ a brother of George Floyd tells Congress: ‘I’m here
today to ask you to make it stop’’ via Lisa Mascaro and Andrew Taylor of
The Associated Press


7. “Marco Rubio panel told travel industry focus is needed in next
stimulus” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics


8. “Time running out for Ron DeSantis to act on the budget” via Renzo
Downey of Florida Politics


9. “Democrat Nikki Fried lobs fresh bombs at Gov. DeSantis over
cancellation of Cabinet meeting” via Michael Moline of the Florida Phoenix


10. “NAACP on DeSantis administration handling of felon voting:
‘atrocious and, quite frankly, racist’” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


11. “Judson Sapp: Behind the scenes ‘team player’ is ready for the
national stage” via Andrew Meacham of Florida Politics


12. “A movement is urging retailers to commit to giving 15% of their shelf
space to black-owned brands. Sephora agreed.“ via Sapna Maheshwari of
The New York Times


Evening Reads
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13. “Meeting flooded with demands for Miami-Dade to shift police dollars
into housing, aid” via Sam Navarro of the Miami Herald


14. “Most Central Florida movie theaters aren’t open yet because of
coronavirus, lack of new films” via Austin Fuller of the Orlando Sentinel


  


“The bumps in the road were and are the price to pay, unfortunately, for a
program that in hindsight we now know is one of the most successful programs
that the government has ever done to rescue the economy.” — U.S. Sen.
Marco Rubio, on the Paycheck Protection Program.


Quote of the Day


  Bill Day's Latest
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  Breakthrough Insights
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From: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT on behalf of City of Jacksonville EOC Situation Unit
To: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT@LIST.COJ.NET
Subject: COVID-19 - Situation Report #159 20200603 [1300]
Date: Wednesday, June 3, 2020 1:22:40 PM
Attachments: COVID-19 - Situation Report #159 20200603 [1300].pdf


All,
 
Please see the attached Situation Report #159 regarding the COVID-19 response.
 
Thank you,
 
SITUnit
City of Jacksonville
Emergency Operations Center
904-255-3129 (Desk)
904-255-3121 (Watch Office)
904-255-3110 (Main Line)
eocsitunit@coj.net
 
 
ONE CITY. ONE JACKSONVILLE.
 
Autumn Sherriff
Emergency Preparedness Planner
City of Jacksonville I Fire and Rescue Department
515 North Julia St. Jacksonville, FL 32202
(904) 255-3126


ONE CITY. ONE JACKSONVILLE.


 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list, please send email to:
LISTSERV@LIST.COJ.NET with a single line of text in the main BODY of the message that
reads, UNSUBSCRIBE COJ_EOC_SITUNIT
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From: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT on behalf of City of Jacksonville EOC Situation Unit
To: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT@LIST.COJ.NET
Subject: COVID-19 - Situation Report #162 20200608 [1300]
Date: Monday, June 8, 2020 1:46:15 PM
Attachments: image001.png


COVID-19 - Situation Report #162 20200608 [1300].pdf


All,
 
Please see the attached Situation Report #162 regarding the COVID-19 response.
 
Thank you,
 
SITUnit
City of Jacksonville
Emergency Operations Center
904-255-3129 (Desk)
904-255-3121 (Watch Office)
904-255-3110 (Main Line)
eocsitunit@coj.net
 


 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list, please send email to:
LISTSERV@LIST.COJ.NET with a single line of text in the main BODY of the message that
reads, UNSUBSCRIBE COJ_EOC_SITUNIT
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Delegation  for 7.3.20: Celebrate America  — COVID cash  — Hong Kong  — revising contempt  — climate plan


Date: Friday, July 3, 2020 1:32:35 PM


  


Not that long ago, a trillion dollars was a lot of money. In the age of
COVID-19, bills containing 12 zeros now seem routine. This week, two
bills totaling $2.2 trillion are in the news covering infrastructure and
funding the military.


The House passed a $1.5 trillion infrastructure bill known as the
Moving Forward Act (formerly the INVEST in America Act), which
contains funding for roads and bridges, but also focuses on several
measures to address climate change. The magnitude of such a bill
would have been unthinkable four months ago.


TRILLIONS MORE DEBATED
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A trillion here, a trillion there ... soon, you're talking real money. Image via Getty.


“If we don’t act quickly, many of our communities will become
unrecognizable as sea level rises, including in FL,” tweeted Boca
Raton Democrat Ted Deutch. “It’s not too late to #ProtectOurCoast.
“Among other key provisions, the #MovingForward Act will invest in
clean energy initiatives & restore our coastal ecosystems.”


Tampa Democrat Kathy Castor, who earlier in the week released a
voluminous Climate Change Action Plan (see “Climate plan announced”
below) was thrilled with the bill’s passage.


“Floridians understand transportation gridlock and crumbling
infrastructure and know that we can create millions of jobs when we
invest,” she said in a statement. “Today, I was proud to vote on the
most forward-leaning, climate-resilient plan our country has seen to
create more good-paying American jobs, unleash a 21st-century
infrastructure and fix many of our infrastructure problems.”


Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said the bill was “going
nowhere.” In response to its passage, the Kentucky Republican said it
“would siphon billions in funding from actual infrastructure to funnel into
climate change policies.”


The White House said it was “full of wasteful Green New Deal
Initiatives.”


While the Moving Forward Act is a “won’t pass,” another expensive bill
that funds the military is described as a “must pass.” While Democrats
and Republicans seem to agree on a $740 billion package known as
the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), President Donald
Trump is holding a one-man protest.


This week the House Armed Services Committee voted 56-0 to send
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the bill to the full House. Along with funding personnel, equipment,
systems, bases and other items, it also includes a Senate provision to
rename bases named after Confederate generals, something Trump
signaled would prompt a veto.


With the strong bipartisan support of the bill in both chambers,
McConnell said he hopes “the President will reconsider vetoing the
entire defense bill.”


Added to the bill was a measure proposed by Sen. Rick Scott calling
for steps to ensure foreign military students are vetted, unlike the Saudi
pilot who killed three military personnel at Pensacola Naval Air Station
in December.


“(This week) I spoke on the floor about the importance of the #NDAA to
continue defending our national security & supporting our military,”
Scott said in a tweet. “Glad my Secure US Bases Act is among the
bills included in the package. It ensures that we FULLY vet any foreign
students training on US bases.”


While the massive spending over the last four months was necessary to
keep the economy afloat, the U.S. has committed more than $6 trillion
toward economic stabilization when including fortifications from the
federal reserve. While the two bills in question would be part of the next
fiscal year, the budget deficit for the current year is $3.7 trillion.


  


Hong Kong was back in the news this week, but for all of the wrong
reasons. A new security law forbidding most protests against China
went into effect with multiple arrests on the law’s first day on the books.


Sen. Marco Rubio and a bipartisan group of colleagues have filed
legislation seeking to facilitate an increase in the number of
opportunities for Hong Kongers to emigrate to the U.S. The Hong Kong
Safe Harbor Act would provide those Hong Kongers who peacefully
protested Beijing’s corrupt justice system and have a well-founded fear
of persecution, to be eligible for Priority 2 Refugee status.


HONG KONG REFUGEES
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Hong Kong marked the 23rd anniversary of its handover to China in 1997, and
just one day after China enacted a national security law that cracks down on


protests in the territory. Image via AP.


The bill is also in response to the People’s Republic of China's (PRC)
actions to implement its Law of the People’s Republic of China on
Safeguarding National Security in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region. Many Hong Kongers are already currently living
outside the territory for fear of arrest and repression following their
participation in last year’s pro-democracy protests.


“Following (this week’s) implementation of Beijing’s National Security
Law, the U.S. must help Hong Kongers preserve their society at home
and find refuge for those who face persecution for exercising the rights
once guaranteed under the Joint Declaration,” Rubio said in a news
release. “Through the Hong Kong Safe Harbor Act, our nation would
offer a safe-haven to many Hong Kongers who have tirelessly fought
against tyranny.”


Rubio, the co-chair of the Congressional-Executive Commission on
China, is the legislation’s sponsor with Democratic Sens. Ben Cardin
of Maryland, Robert Menendez of New Jersey and Jeff Merkley of
Oregon, along with Republican Sen. Todd Young of Indiana, serving
as co-sponsors.


A bipartisan group of House members filed a companion bill. Among
that bill’s co-sponsors is Gainesville Republican Ted Yoho (see
“Democracy Dies” below)


  PENCE ROADSHOW
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With COVID-19 surging in Florida and elsewhere, Vice President Mike
Pence and the White House Coronavirus Task Force came to Tampa
for an on-the-road briefing. With Gov. Ron DeSantis sitting nearby,
Pence assured Floridians, “we’re going to make sure you have what
you need, when you need it and then some.”


Health and Human Service Secretary Alex Azar urged social
distancing, while Dr. Deborah Birx touted a new strategy of testing
large groups of people. While the country seeks greater assurance,
Stephen Hahn, Director of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) is “cautiously optimistic” about having a vaccine in the near
future.


Mike Pence comes to visit Florida's 'safe and healthy' environment.


Pence was asked by reporters about the Republican National
Convention, slated for August in Jacksonville, where positive infections
are also surging. Despite calls to scrap the idea, he said the party is
committed.


“We’re excited about coming to Jacksonville,” he said. “I was in a
meeting when I heard of very sophisticated plans to make sure it’s a
safe and healthy environment,” adding the goal was to ensure “the
people of Florida can rest easy.”


In a prequel to Pence’s visit, a group of leading Democrats held an
event blasting Trump and his administration for the coronavirus
response and took shots at DeSantis. Coral Gables Democrat Donna
Shalala hammered away at Trump and DeSantis.


“Why are we in this situation? Because we didn’t do the right thing at
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the beginning and now we’re trying to play catch up,” said Shalala, who
has previously said the Governor’s decision not to order a statewide
lockdown cost people their lives.


“Only 50% of this state closed down. We needed at the beginning to hit
this virus with a hammer, to starve it all the way down. … (DeSantis
has) been consulting with the President and the President is literally
endangering the health of every Floridian.”


  


For more than a year, unrest in Hong Kong that started with legislation
to allow extradition to mainland China has festered. Though that
legislation was withdrawn, protests continued to the point where China
has now imposed national security legislation that appears to be the
end of the territory’s autonomy.


This week the new law went into effect which criminalizes certain
demonstrations that would again allow for suspects to be extradited to
mainland China for trial. It didn’t take long to start enforcing this new
law as arrests were made July 1, the law’s first day of enforcement.


Ted Yoho says 'democracy is dead' in Hong Kong.


“Democracy in #HongKong is officially dead,” tweeted Yoho. “While
the U.S. will continue to stand w/ the people of Hong Kong, we strongly
condemn their leaders who either actively pushed for, or passively
allowed, the destruction of Hong Kong’s autonomous status.”


The Gainesville Republican is the ranking member of the House
Subcommittee overseeing Asia and the Pacific. This week he joined


DEMOCRACY DIES
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with a bipartisan group to co-sponsor a bill that would expedite the
granting of refugee status to Hong Kongers.


“It is our country’s moral obligation to provide a safe haven for these
people, and I am honored to stand with my colleagues in Congress in
supporting the Hong Kong Safe Harbor Act to provide that pathway,”
Yoho said in a statement. “They will be welcomed to join and assimilate
into America as so many successful ethnic groups have.”


The House bill is a companion to the Senate bill by the same name
sponsored by Rubio.


  


Orlando area Reps. Stephanie Murphy, Val Demings, and Darren
Soto announced this week that Orlando will receive $3.5 million in anti-
terrorism funding from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security
(DHS). This is the most funding the city has received under the program
since 2011 and an increase from the $3.25 million last year.


“The safety and security of our community is my top responsibility in
Congress, and I am excited to announce that Orlando will be receiving
the maximum possible security grant available to us,” Demings, an
Orlando Democrat, said in a news release.


“As a member of the Homeland Security Committee, Orlando’s re-
inclusion in the UASI program has been a highlight of my work in
Congress and we will continue to advocate for this critical funding.”


Darren Soto, Stephanie Murphy and Val Demings are touting $3.5 million in anti-
terror money to Orlando.


Law enforcement agencies in 32 cities around the country will receive
$615 million in the DHS Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) funding


ANTI-TERROR FUNDING
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this year. This includes Tampa, and Miami, as well as Orlando.


The law enforcement agencies can use this funding to buy homeland
security equipment, conduct training exercises, train and pay first
responders, and improve security for high profile protection locations
including stadiums, public transit, and theme parks.


“The Orlando-area is a growing region and a popular tourist destination,
making it a potential target for terrorist activity,” Murphy, a Winter Park
Democrat, said. “I’m proud that this year we’ve once again increased
this funding and we will keep working to ensure Central Florida law
enforcement agencies and nonprofits have the support they need to
fight terrorism.”


In addition, because Orlando is receiving this UASI funding, nonprofit
organizations in the city are eligible for Nonprofit Security Grants from
DHS of which five nonprofits in Orlando have previously applied for and
received $480,000.


“As our community continues to grow, we are extremely grateful to
receive this increased funding that will aid us in enhancing our law
enforcement’s preparedness and prevention methods,” said Soto, a
Kissimmee Democrat. “The people of Orlando have felt firsthand the
impact of extreme tragedies perpetrated by those seeking to create
panic and fear, and we are certain this funding will help eliminate such
instances wherever possible.”


  


As the House held impeachment hearings against the President last
year, House Democrats railed against members of the Trump
administration for failing to appear or produce subpoenaed documents.
This week, Demings and five other members of the U.S. House
Judiciary committee joined to introduce legislation designed to prevent
a future occurrence.


The Congressional Inherent Contempt Resolution, sponsored by
California Democrat Ted Lieu and co-sponsored by Demings and four
colleagues, looks to enforce subpoenas and increase Congressional
power to punish executive branch officials who refuse to honor
requests.


“The Department of Justice prosecutes cases of contempt of Congress,
but what happens when the person in contempt is the head of the
Justice Department?” Demings, one of the House impeachment
managers, asked in a news release. “The Trump administration’s
refusal to cooperate with Congress is a threat to Congress’ position as
a coequal branch of government.”


REVISING CONTEMPT RULES
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California's Ted Lieu is co-sponsoring a bill with Val Demings to revise the rules
on contempt of Congress.


Demings and her colleagues said Congress has had inherent contempt
power for decades, but it has been seldom used since before World
War II. The resolution also looks to allow those under subpoena, as well
as those possessing documents, to register objections, whereupon
Congress would hold public hearings to consider those objections.


Under the resolution, the President would still be able to assert
executive privilege where appropriate both in writing and directly.
Penalties levied would start at no more than $25,000 with a cap of
$100,000 for noncompliance.


“It is clear that if America is going to survive as a nation of laws,
Congress must renew its legal authority to unilaterally hold government
officials in inherent contempt,” Demings added. “I’m glad to join Rep.
Lieu and other colleagues to help restore the fundamental principle of
checks and balances to our government.”


Also joining Demings as co-sponsors are Democratic Reps. David
Ciclline of Rhode Island, Jaime Raskin of Maryland, Madeline Dean
of Pennsylvania and Joe Neguse of Colorado.


  


This week, members of the House Select Committee on the Climate
Crisis released a comprehensive action plan they said would benefit
both the climate and the economy. The plan sets a goal of net-zero
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, as well as other actionable climate
solutions that Congress should enact.


“We have a plan — and it comes at a critical time,” said Castor, the
committee’s chair, in a news release announcing the plan. “Our plan will


CLIMATE PLAN ANNOUNCED
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put people back to work and rebuild in a way that benefits all of us. That
means environmental justice and our vulnerable communities are at the
center of the solutions we propose.”


The plan calls on Congress to grow the economy and enhance clean
energy jobs and protect the health of families. In addition, it seeks to
ensure communities and farmers can withstand the impacts of climate
change and calls for protecting the country’s land and waters for the
next generation.


Charlie Crist is sponsoring not one, but two ambitious climate change bills.


It does not call for the far more ambitious Green New deal championed
by the most progressive members of Congress, prompting criticism that
it does not go far enough. The plan does call for a tax on carbon
emissions but does not seek to end nuclear power as a way to reach
the 2050 emissions goal.


The plan rolled in existing bills into the larger effort, including the
Sunshine Forever Act and the Regional Ocean Partnership Act, both
sponsored by Rep. Charlie Crist. The bills, respectively, add another
10 years to the Solar Investment Tax Credit and foster partnerships
between local, state and federal governments to support ocean and
coastal health.


“I am especially grateful to Chair Castor for her tireless work preparing
this report, and for highlighting why we should keep the sun shining on
solar energy and boost the health and well-being of our oceans and
coasts,” Crist said.


  


Two weeks ago, Rep. Ross Spano introduced a companion bill to
Scott’s legislation designed to reevaluate federal boards, commissions


SPANO BACKS CHAMBER



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhuuyyk-edrdjlhjd-ju/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xhuuyyk-edrdjlhjd-tl/





and agencies. This week, the Dover Republican filed the House version
of a bill introduced by Rubio, Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas and Sen. Tim
Scott of South Carolina.


The bill tweaks the Paycheck Protection Program to allow chambers
of commerce and destination marketing organizations to receive loans
through the program. Currently, only certain small businesses,
nonprofits and sole proprietorships are eligible.


Ross Spano is getting behind a move to reevaluate federal agencies.


“Chambers of commerce are essential in bringing our small business
community together, and the pro-business climate they facilitate will be
vital for our economic recovery from COVID-19 closures,” Spano. “I
have fought for PPP which has successfully saved American jobs and
now it is time to provide relief to the organizations who serve our small
businesses, our local chambers of commerce.”


The U.S. Chamber of Commerce (USCOC), as well as state and local
chambers, have shown appreciation of Spano’s previous efforts. Last
month he was among a small group of Representatives and Senators to
receive the USCOC’s initial Abraham Lincoln Leadership for
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America Award for advocating policies that demonstrate bipartisanship
and leadership.


Spano and Scott were the only two Floridians selected.


Following the bill’s introduction, Spano wrote to Speaker Nancy Pelosi
and House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy advocating for the
inclusion of chambers of commerce in the PPP.


  


Several states, including Florida and California, have seen a spike in
positive test results for the coronavirus. Concern from critics that those
states might have opened too soon are countered by those who say
businesses must reopen and can do it safely.


Rep. Brian Mast has joined with California Democrat Harley Rouda
and introduced legislation designed to facilitate the safe return of
American businesses. The Helping Businesses Safely Reopen Act
would provide a tax credit to small businesses, nonprofits and local
governments to help them purchase tools needed to protect customers
and employees.


Brian Mast wants the federal government to help businesses reopen safely.


“As businesses begin the phased reopening process, we must do more
to help them do so in a way that is safe for everyone without creating an
additional financial burden,” Mast, a Palm City Republican, said in a
news release. “This legislation will go a long way in helping small
businesses reopen their doors and protect our public health in the
process.”


PPE TAX CREDITS
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Specifically, the bill would provide tax credits of up to $25,000 annually
to purchase personal protective equipment (PPE) and other supplies
that are critical in mitigating the spread of COVID-19.


“Small-business owners should not be financially penalized for
providing safe and clean service," Rouda, the bill’s lead sponsor, said in
a separate news release.


  


Many House Republicans have criticized the proxy voting system the
Democratic majority instituted while they work mostly from their
districts. The only Republican accepting the system is retiring Rep.
Francis Rooney from Naples, who has not cast a vote in Washington
since February 13.


Rooney sought to use a proxy recently, but ultimately went as “not
voting” on recent legislation and amendments under consideration. That
prompted a group of Republicans to remove Rooney from the
Republican House Steering Committee, which works to set policy and
strategy.


Since he hasn't voted since February, Francis Rooney gets the boot from a
committee.


“Issues relating to the steering committee are supposed to be
confidential, which is why I have no comment," Rooney said in a
statement.


REPUBLICANS BOOT ROONEY
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House Republicans are suing Democrats in federal court over the
proxy issue. They claim proxy voting is unconstitutional and is a power
that cannot be delegated.


Pelosi has said the practice will continue at least through mid-August.


  


In addition to the attack on public health, COVID-19 has cost millions of
Americans their jobs in a wide range of industries. The fishing industry
and businesses relying on the thousands of miles of coastline are
impacted as well.


This week, Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell introduced legislation to
help those ocean-based industries affected by the economic shutdown.
The Shovel-Ready Restoration Grants for Coastlines and Fisheries
Act of 2020 authorizes $3 billion for shovel-ready resilience projects
that Mucarsel-Powell says can help bring back jobs lost by COVID-19
and boost the climate resilience of our coastlines.


“As we work to mend the damage to our economy done by this
pandemic, we must start with shovel-ready projects that strengthen our
fishing industry and coastal economy in South Florida,” the Miami
Democrat said in a news release.


Debbie Mucarsel-Powell is helping ocean-based businesses with shovel-ready
projects.


“This bill will invest in our fragile coastal ecosystems, help mitigate the
effects of sea-level rise, create thousands of good-paying jobs that
span a wide range of skill levels and trades, support our fishermen, and
strengthen our local economies.”


According to Mucarsel-Powell, during the last economic downturn, the


SHOVEL-READY PROJECTS
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2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) provided $167
million through NOAA for coastal resilience projects that created jobs.
At the time, however, NOAA received more than $3 billion in proposals
for eligible projects.


She said ARRA grants made significant strides in coastal and marine
restoration and stimulating the economy. The program created 17 jobs
for every million dollars spent and generated $15 in net economic
benefits for every dollar invested.


“Congress must pass this legislation to strengthen our coastal resiliency
and help countless Floridians who are out of work through no fault of
their own.”


The legislation, which expands and mirrors the 2009 law, is co-
sponsored by Alaska Republican Don Young.


  


It is well known once their legislative careers end, former members of
the House and Senate join prominent lobbying or public affairs firms to
exert some influence upon their former colleagues. Both Republicans
and Democrats represent companies and causes from the United
States, but some are paid to carry the water for foreign governments,
including former members from Florida.


NBC Lx recently completed a nine-month investigation tracking
former members representing foreign countries before Congress, with
some hauling in hundreds of thousands of dollars each year for their
efforts. Others do not command those kinds of sums, but still roam the
halls of the Capitol seeking favorable legislation or policy for their
foreign clients.


Former Republican Rep. Porter Goss has a lucrative second career as a foreign
agent on behalf of the Saudis. Image via AP.


FOREIGN AFFAIRS
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All of this is perfectly legal, providing they register as foreign agents
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act. The investigation said the
activity gets into a gray area in the field of campaign contributions when
the American lobbyist provides campaign donations to current members
while on the payroll of the foreign entity.


Several former members of the Florida delegation currently serve as
lobbyists for foreign governments. They include former Republican
Reps. Porter Goss, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Connie Mack IV, and Jeff
Miller, along with former Democratic Reps. Jim Bacchus and Robert
Wexler.


  


July 3, 2001 — One of the most damaging spy cases in U.S. history is
nearing its end as former FBI agent Robert Hanssen pleads guilty to
spying for the Russians. During his 15-year cloak-and-dagger
operation, Hanssen received more than $1.4 million and unmasked two
Soviet “moles,” leading to their execution.


As part of the plea deal, Hanssen will spend the rest of his life in prison
and forfeit the money paid to him by the Russians. He will be debriefed
by the FBI over the coming months. As part of the arrangement, his
wife, who had no knowledge of Hanssen’s activities, will be allowed to
keep a portion of his government pension to help raise their six
children.


July 3, 2014 — When President Barack Obama visits Texas soon, a
stop on the southern border, which is plagued by an escalating border
crisis that has left thousands of unaccompanied children in shelters, is
not on the agenda. Obama is trying to beat back the influx of illegal
Central American migrants while trying to accelerate his stalled
immigration agenda.


The Republican-led House Judiciary Committee visited the border,
saying the President was not doing enough to deter asylum-seekers
from making the long journey to the U.S. Republicans are calling for
fast-track deportations of those caught entering the country illegally and
step up deportations from inside the country.


ON THIS DAY


  


Best wishes from everyone at Florida Politics. Celebrate America!


HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Epstein, Samantha
Subject: Fw: RNC in JAX: Media Request
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 12:03:42 PM


From: Alexander Nazaryan <alexander.nazaryan@verizonmedia.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 11:10 AM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RNC in JAX: Media Request
 
Dear Dr. Rolle,


Working on Yahoo News story on Republican National Convention.


Do you think it's safe to hold it in Jacksonville? 


I ask because you've got rising covid cases.


Looking for on record comment. Writing for today. Thanks.


-- 
Alexander Nazaryan
National Correspondent, Yahoo News
o:  202.624.9322
m: 718.612.3356
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From: DOH COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE
Subject: COVID-19 Daily Media Clips for 6.4.20 (Morning)
Date: Thursday, June 4, 2020 8:55:17 AM


COVID-19 Morning Media
Clips


 
 
 


Television
 


0:57
PlayDirect Link
Fox 4 News at Six
Time Jun 3, 2020 6:12 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 6:12 PM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WFTX (Fox)
Market DMA: 53 Ft. Myers, FL
Language English
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1:07
PlayDirect Link
CBS12 News at 6PM
Time Jun 3, 2020 6:13 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 6:13 PM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WPEC (CBS)
Market DMA: 36 West Palm Beach, FL
Language English
 
 
 
 


1:12
PlayDirect Link
WPBF 25 News at 6:00PM
Time Jun 3, 2020 6:10 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 6:10 PM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WPBF (ABC)
Market DMA: 36 West Palm Beach, FL
Language English
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PlayDirect Link
Action News Jax at 6:00pm
Time Jun 3, 2020 6:09 PM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 6:09 PM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WJAX (CBS)
Market DMA: 41 Jacksonville, FL
Language English
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PlayDirect Link
NewsChannel 7 Today
Time Jun 4, 2020 7:54 AM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 6:54 AM CDT
Category News
Call Sign WJHG (NBC)
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Market DMA: 149 Panama City, FL
Language English
 
 
 
 


1:59
PlayDirect Link
Eyewitness News This Morning
Time Jun 4, 2020 7:37 AM EDT
Local Broadcast Time 7:37 AM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WRDQ (WRDQ)
Market DMA: 18 Orlando, FL
Language English
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News Channel 8 Today at 7am
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Local Broadcast Time 7:33 AM EDT
Category News
Call Sign WTTA (MNT)
Market DMA: 12 Tampa, FL
Language English
 
 
 


Print
 
Pensacola-area health officials warn COVID-19 is still out there, just less visible
Date Collected Jun 4, 2020 7:29 AM EDT
Category Local
Source PensacolaNewsJournal.com
Author Kevin Robinson, Pensacola News Journal
Market Pensacola, FL
Language English
 
As Florida eases into a phased reopening plan, health officials are urging people not to assume the
battle against COVID-19 is already won.
 
Locally, life has started to regain some semblance of normalcy as restaurants, beaches, parks and
gyms start to reopen, and nationally the number of new COVID-19 positives seems to be on a
downward trend.
 
Still, new coronavirus cases are confirmed daily — including nine Wednesday in Escambia County —
and health officials urge continued vigilance.
 
Dr. Michelle Grier-Hall, director of pediatrics and clinical lead for the Incident Management Team at
Community Health Northwest Florida, said an area of great concern is that people who aren't
showing symptoms of COVID-19 could still be spreading the illness to vulnerable segments of the
population.
 
"We do have to begin to open up things, and as things are opening up, our fears are that our citizens
aren't taking the appropriate precautions," Grier-Hall said. "They think it's gone, and it's not gone. If
anything, it's now out there but with more asymptomatic (carriers)."
 
She said data has borne out that about 30% of the people who test positive for COVID-19 show no
symptoms of the illness.
 
Grier-Hall said people who are symptomatic of COVID-19 or who are in close contact with someone
who has COVID-19 should be tested. But she also recommended testing for people who work in a
field where they have lots of contact with other people, and who live in a home with an elderly or
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immuno-compromised person who could be put at risk.
 
"If there's just a concern that you live with someone who could be very vulnerable because of their
health conditions, and you're worried, 'I could be exposed because I work here,' (then say) 'Let me
go get checked to make sure I'm not going to take it home to my grandmother,'" Hall-Grier
recommended.
 
Community Health Northwest Florida has been conducting walk-up testing in under-served
communities throughout the area. She said the participation rates had been good and held steady
because the testing sites were designed so that many folks could walk out there from doors and get
tested.
 
The Department of Health has set a goal of testing 2% of the state's population each month to catch
spikes in COVID-19 transmission. The health department has been more lenient in testing folks
without pre-screening requirements and appointments, allowing people to drive up for testing with
minimal hassle.
 
Last week, Sandra Park-O’Hara, administrator of the Florida Department of Health in Santa Rosa
County, gave an update to Santa Rosa County Commissioners and said that demand for COVID-19
testing is down, particularly among people who are asymptomatic. Her department has offered to
let Santa Rosa County business owners have their employees tested, and encouraged them to
schedule testing days at 850-564-2307.
 
The department has offered testing at 12 drive-thru sites around the county since April 30 and
tested over 1,500 individuals. Currently, about 4.15% of the population has been tested.
 
Local hospitals have been providing testing diligently for months.
 
Baptist Health Care said it was averaging about 38 tests per day, a modest decline since April. Most
of the drop-off is in outpatient testing.
 
Ascension Sacred Heart reports it has tested an average of about 100 people per day at its Pensacola
site. The health care organization was the first in the community to offer COVID-19 testing, and since
March 16, it has tested more than 7,000 people in the community and another 2,000 at local nursing
homes.
 
"We believe that testing and social distancing are both essential to limit the spread of the
coronavirus in our community," a statement from Sacred Heart said. "Testing serves to identify the
presence of the virus in our area, and helps to identify and then isolate those who test positive to
prevent further transmission."
 
According to the hospital, they are running a 4.8% positive rate for tests, with some 420 positive
patients. Those patients receive follow-up care at Ascension Sacred Heart's drive-thru respiratory
clinic to reduce the workload on local hospitals.
 







Sacred said its primary focus is testing patients who have symptoms of COVID-19, currently listed by
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention as fever, cough, shortness of breath, chills,
muscle pain, new loss of taste or smell, vomiting, diarrhea and/or sore throat.
 
"We're finding that about 80% of those who call our screening center meet the criteria for testing,"
according to the statement from Sacred Heart.
 
Hall-Grier urged people to continue to be cautious and conscientious about their health as the fall
and flu seasons approach.
 
"I just want to encourage as many people as possible to get a flu shot in the fall when it becomes
available and to try to practice social distancing, wear face masks and use good hand hygiene," she
said.
 
"What the fall looks like is going to depend on what we do now. So I'm just hoping that everyone
takes heed to the measures that CDC has already put out there and taking those precautions,
because the virus is definitely not done. It's still out there, we just don't see it."
 
 
 
South Florida won't move to phase 2 yetRest of state to further reopen despite data showing the
virus is spreading faster in other areasCoronavirus outbreak
Date Collected Jun 4, 2020 8:19 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Sun-Sentinel (Fort Lauderdale)
Author Lisa J. Huriash and Skyler Swisher; lhuriash@sunsentinel.com
Market United States
Language English
 
Bars, movie theaters and bowling areas will be allowed to reopen across most of Florida, but not in
South Florida - despite data showing that the coronavirus is spreading faster in other areas.
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis announced Wednesday that counties outside South Florida can move to phase 2
of reopening. Bars with outdoor seating can open Friday. So can movie theaters and bowling alleys,
with restrictions.
 
Bar areas may be reopen at 50% capacity indoors and should require social distancing outside, under
the governor's order. Movie theaters, concert houses, auditoriums, playhouses, bowling alleys and
arcades can open at 50% of their building capacity.
 
Those businesses will not return in Broward, Palm Beach and Miami-Dade counties until a later,
undetermined date because the tricounty area has led the state in the number of infections and
deaths, DeSantis said. South Florida counties can seek approval to be added to phase 2 through a
written request from each county mayor.
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The governor cited a variety of statistics to show that the crisis is abating statewide.
 
More than 1 million people have been tested for the coronavirus, about 1 out of every 20 people, he
said. About 94% to 99% of those tests are coming back negative.
 
He said no one under age 18 has died. Eighty-five percent of the deaths have been people age 65
and older, DeSantis said.
 
For the bulk of the working-age population, "the risk is much lower," he said. "We know where the
at-risk population is."
 
But in excluding South Florida from phase 2, he ignored other data. The number of cases has
increased more quickly in many counties outside South Florida, according to state Health
Department data.
 
Among 38 counties with more than 75,000 residents, Palm Beach County ranks sixth in the
percentage of increase since May 5. Miami-Dade County ranks 22nd and Broward 31st.
 
Palm Beach County leaders were evaluating Wednesday afternoon whether they want to request
being added to phase 2. The county broke with the rest of South Florida and started reopening
restaurant dining rooms, stores and beaches ahead of Broward and Miami-Dade counties.
 
Commissioner Val Valeche, who has pushed for Palm Beach County to reopen, said he thinks the
county shouldn't wait.
 
"I always felt like we should be treated like the rest of the state - and not like Broward and Miami-
Dade," he said. "Fundamentally, we are a lot less dense [in population]."
 
But Dr. Alina Alonso, director of Palm Beach County's health department, told county commissioners
Tuesday that the number of new coronavirus cases is going in the wrong direction. The county
averaged 115 cases a day for the past seven days, up from an average of 68 cases a day.
 
There is no timetable for a reopening in Broward.
 
"We are not planning any reopening announcements in the near future for theaters and bars, but
you may see an announcement within a week on bowling alleys," Broward County spokesman Ric
Barrick said Wednesday.
 
Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos A. Giménez said his county isn't ready to open those businesses just yet.
"We'll be allowing more and more, but there is no timetable right now," he said Wednesday. "We
need to continue to have this downward trend."
 
Bars will open in the near future, but they remain problematic, he said.
 
At bars, it is "one person up against other, it's harder to control social distancing. That's why you go







to a bar, right?"
 
Next week will begin the opening of dance studios, summer school and summer camps in Miami-
Dade, and "gyms are not too far in the future, maybe next week, too. Then bowling alleys and even
casinos," Giménez said.
 
 
 
DeSantis moves state to phase 2Action reopens movie theaters, bars, concert halls in most areas
Date Collected Jun 4, 2020 8:18 AM EDT
Category Local
Source Orlando Sentinel
Author Tiffini Theisen, ;Steven Lemongello ;and Austin Fuller
Market Orlando, FL
Language English
 
Gov. Ron DeSantis on Wednesday reopened bars, movie theaters and other entertainment in 64
counties, announcing Florida's move into phase 2 of his three-step plan to restart the economy amid
the coronavirus pandemic.
 
The changes go into effect Friday but don't apply to the three hardest-hit counties in the state:
Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach in South Florida.
 
The move to phase 2 also takes place as the state reported 1,317 new coronavirus cases and 36
more deaths Wednesday over the previous day, for a new total of 58,764 cases and 2,566 fatalities
statewide.
 
DeSantis, speaking at the NBC Sports Grill & Brew at Universal City Walk to mark the Universal parks'
partial reopening, also praised reports that the NBA and Major League Soccer would be renewing
their seasons with tournaments in Orlando. And he welcomed the possibility that Central Florida
might be in the mix for the Republican National Convention.
 
Asked about protests raging throughout the state and nation, DeSantis said he was "appalled" by
George Floyd's killing at the hands of Minneapolis police, but he did not think any major police
reforms were needed in Florida.
 
Under his executive order released Wednesday afternoon, bars will be able to open at 50% capacity
indoors, and at full capacity outside with social distancing of 6 feet between tables.
 
Movie theaters, bowling alleys and concert halls can reopen for the first time since March at 50%
capacity, with social-distancing restrictions as well.
 
He said restaurants, retail and gyms would continue to operate at 50% capacity, as long as they have
the room to practice social distancing. Restaurants will now be able to serve at bars with chairs at
least 6 feet apart, but bars will only be allowed to serve at tables, he said.
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"It's going to be seated service, which is what I think I think Ohio did, and I think that that makes a lot
of sense as we kind of just inch into phase 2 and do it in a way that's very, very measured," he said.
 
Orlando Brewing president John Cheek responded by saying he was "extremely happy that we are
now open. We've been making about 10% of what we should be making."
 
Orlando Brewing will likely keep its capacity between 25% and 50%, as 50% would be 70 people,
Cheek said.
 
"That's a lot for us," he said. "A lot of it has to do with how people feel."
 
The brewery has been selling its craft beer to-go since DeSantis ordered all of the state's bars closed
on March 17, but Cheek said it began allowing customers to taste their beer inside when restaurants
were allowed to reopen their dining rooms. He described beer as "liquid bread."
 
"If you can go into a restaurant, why can't you walk into a brewery?" he argued. "What's the
difference other than food?"
 
Still, 80% of the brewery's production goes to theme parks and hotels.
 
"We really won't recover totally until Disney and Universal and all those people open back up,"
Cheek said.
 
'Virus isn't gone'
 
DeSantis warned, however, that coronavirus is still a threat.
 
"The virus isn't gone," he said. "I think it's really really important to continue to stress for people 65
or older ... and/or with underlying medical conditions, [that they] are strongly encouraged to avoid
crowds and to take measures to limit the risk of exposure."
 
He also stressed the continued Centers for Disease Control and Prevention advisory to avoid groups
larger than 50.
 
"Now, obviously, we see throughout the country groups much, much larger than that," he said
offhand, referring to the nationwide protests. "But this is the guidance."
 
Sending help to D.C.
 
DeSantis opened the news conference by referencing "respectful gatherings of large crowds" but
condemned "isolated incidents" of violent demonstrators resulting in arrests.
 
He said he would deploy 500 members of the Florida National Guard to Washington, D.C., to help
with crowd control there as protests continue.







 
"The federal government's helped out Florida on a number of different ways since I've been
governor ... and so when they had a request, I felt it was important to step up and help out," he said.
 
DeSantis ticked off several incidents across Florida that resulted in arrests of people who damaged
property and engaged in other violence during protests of Floyd's death.
 
DeSantis also defended Florida law enforcement methods and mostly focused on the specific
circumstances of the Floyd case.
 
"When I saw the video of that cop murdering George Floyd, I was just absolutely appalled by what I
saw," DeSantis said.
 
Floyd died after a white Minneapolis officer pressed his knee against the handcuffed black man's
neck as he cried that he couldn't breathe. The officer, Derek Chauvin, has been fired and charged
with murder, and three other officers on the scene were charged Wednesday as well.
 
"But I immediately asked folks at FDLE [Florida Department of Law Enforcement] and others, 'How
the hell did you get away with even doing that tactic?"' DeSantis said. "And sure enough, in the state
of Florida, you do not put a knee on a neck like that. That is not good training."
 
Told that Brevard County Sheriff's Office does use the neck restraint method, DeSantis said "they
should definitely look" at ending the practice. He also said officers should be held accountable if they
rack up large numbers of complaints as Chauvin did.
 
"You do have some of these people who think they can get away with everything and they think that
they can abuse [power], they think the badge gives them the ability to treat people poorly," DeSantis
said. "You've got to identify those people, and you've got to get them out."
 
Republican convention
 
When asked about the Republican National Convention possibly being held in Florida, DeSantis said
he'd welcome it but he'd have to look at the coronavirus numbers within the next few months.
 
The event in August has been scheduled for Charlotte, North Carolina, but Gov. Roy Cooper is asking
for a scaled-down convention due to coronavirus concerns, prompting President Trump to threaten
to move it.
 
"I think North Carolina approached it as saying, okay, it's a default 'No, and then maybe we'll see,'"
DeSantis said. "And my view would be it should be a default 'Yes.' And then as we get closer, you can
make determinations about how you do it."
 
DeSantis said the Amway Center was the "obvious place" due to the region's hotel capacity, adding
that Jacksonville and Miami-Dade were interested as well.
 







Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings, however, threw some cold water on the idea during a county
reopening task force meeting.
 
Demings, who controls the county's enormous convention center, says he'd only consider it if he
knew the county was going to recoup 100% of its costs.
 
DeSantis also praised plans for the NBA tournament at Disney's Wide World of Sports complex.
 
"I don't think you can find a better place than Orlando to do this," he said. "I think it's very exciting."
 
 
 
 
 








From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Ward, Richard E
Subject: Fw: RNC Planning
Date: Wednesday, July 15, 2020 6:10:00 PM
Attachments: MCPH 2020 RNC Operational Plan (1).pdf


beat the heat facts.pdf


FYI


From: Schenk, Terry <Terry.Schenk@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 6:10 AM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Washington, Tawanda S <Tawanda.Washington@flhealth.gov>; Courson, Sandi C
<Sandi.Courson@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RNC Planning
 
Good morning, Dr. Rolle. Based on our Friday discussion, the work we are doing to develop
the FDOH RNC Support Plan, and keeping in mind that JFRD is handling medical aid
stations/EMS response, here is a list of potential event responsibilities for the FDOH County
Health Department - Duval. Please let me know if you see any needed additions, deletions,
corrections, or changes. 


Participate in local RNC response planning
Fulfill roles identified in the Duval County CEMP and local MCI plan
Fulfill role in the BioWatch program
Make medical countermeasures(MCM) requests and provide guidance for POD
locations
Assist EMS and hospitals in planning local patient movement operations and
coordinate with State ESF-8 on large-scale patient movement operations/out of area
patient transport
Assist with syndromic surveillance
Promulgate or help coordinate public information and risk
communication, especially in the areas of heat impact and hydration need
Continue to serve the “at-risk and special population” communities impacted by the
event
Make operational adjustments for the event's impact on CHD operations, given that: 1)
the Department is in close proximity to the RNC main venue, 2) that key service areas
may be within the designated event perimeter, and 3) that there will be a large influx of
people to the CHD service area.


I am attaching a copy of the Mecklenberg County Pubic Health 2020 Republican National
Convention Operations Plan so you can see how they were addressing various issues when the
event was scheduled for their jurisdiction. Since heat stress, especially if large scale protests
occur, may be an issue, I am also attaching a flyer that was promulgated by Hillsborough
County for the 2012 RNC in Tampa so you can see what they provided to visitors.
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Florida is a year-round summer state that draws visitors from around the world. Fall and winter days
are mostly sunny and warm with some cold winds and frosty mornings mixed in. Spring is mild and
crisp, and summer is hot, sometimes steamy and humid.



Stay cool. Beat the heat. Enjoy your visit to Florida!



beat the heat—stay cool & safe in the sun



PROTECT YOURSELF FROM



HEAT STRESS



HEAT EXHAUSTION SYMPTOMS:
Headaches, dizziness, weakness,
ligthheadness or fainting; moist skin;
mood changes such as irritability or
confusion; upset stomach; or vomiting.



HEAT STROKE SYMPTOMS: Dry,
hot skin with no sweating; mental
confusion or losing consciousness;
seizures; or convulsions.



DRESS FOR SUMMER. Wear
lightweight, light-colored, loose-fitting
clothing. It reflects heat and sunlight
and helps your body maintain normal
temperatures.



DRINK PLENTY OF WATER OR
OTHER NONALCOHOLIC
FLUIDS. Drink plenty of water even if
you don’t feel thirsty. Your body is often
dehydrated before you feel thirsty.



PAY ATTENTION TO WHAT YOU
DRINK AND EAT. Avoid alcohol and
caffeinated drinks because they will
dehydrate you. Eating heavy meals will
increase your body temperature—eating
smaller meals more often will keep you
cooler.



PACE YOURSELF. Reduce or
eliminate strenuous activity outside or
reschedule to the coolest time of the
day—early morning before 10 a.m. is
best.



SPEND MORE TIME IN AIR-
CONDITIONED PLACES. Air
conditioning reduces danger from heat-
related illness. Spend time each day in
an air-conditioned environment.



DO YOU HAVE HEALTH ISSUES?
Check with your doctor before
increasing your fluid intake if you have:
heart, kidney or liver disease; epilepsy; a
fluid-restrictive diet; or a fluid-retention
problem.



PROTECT YOUR SKIN



FROM TOO MUCH SUN



IT’S COOL IN THE SHADE. Avoid
the sun between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m. in the summer, even on cloudy
days. Seek shade under a tree, umbrella
or shelter during this peak time.



IT’S COOL TO WEAR SHADES.
Wear sunglasses that block UV rays. UV
rays can cause cataracts.



COVER UP WITH CLOTHING. Wear
light-weight, light-colored, loose-fitting
clothing that covers your arms and legs.
Wear a hat that protects your face,
scalp, ears and neck.



DON’T FORGET SUNSCREEN.
Apply sunscreen lotion with UVA/UVB
protection and at least an SPF of 15 or
more. Reapply often. Wear sunscreen
even if you plan on being in the shade.



HEAT, HUMIDITY &



MOSQUITOES!



CLOTHING  If you must be outside
when mosquitoes are active, cover up.
Wear shoes, socks, long pants and long
sleeves.



REPELLENT Apply mosquito repellent
to bare skin and clothing. Always use
repellents according to the label.
Repellents with DEET, picaridin, oil of
lemon eucalyptus and IR3535 work well.
Use mosquito netting to protect
children younger than 2 months.



FOR MORE INFORMATION



ABOUT WAYS TO KEEP



COOL & HEALTHY, VISIT:



www.hillscountyhealth.org/



www.pinellashealth.com/



www.doh.state.fl.us/environment/
community/aquatic/beach_index_
indepth.html 



www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/
extremeheat/heat_guide.asp 



www.redcross.org



Sources: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and Occupational Safety and Health Administration.



TAMPA AVERAGE



MAXIMUM



TEMPERATURE



Jan.: 70.1
Feb.: 71.6



Mar.: 76.3
Apr.: 80.6
May: 86.3



June: 88.9
July: 89.7



Aug.: 90
Sept.: 89.0



Oct.: 84.1
Nov.: 78
Dec.: 72



Annual: 81.4
Source: National Oceanic



and Atmospheric
Administration, Tampa area



average normal
temperatures, 1971–2000.
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Hope this helps and please let me know if you have questions or input.


Thanks, so much,
Terry


Terry L. Schenk, M.S., CEM


Government Operations Consultant
Florida Department of Health
Division of Emergency Preparedness and Community Support
4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A-23
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1748
407.761.8939
Terry.Schenk@flhealth.gov








From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Jacksonville Bold  for 7.17.2020 — COVID   Caucus?
Date: Thursday, July 16, 2020 9:01:53 AM


COVID Caucus?


Jacksonville Mayor Lenny Curry's indoor mask order doesn’t exactly
illustrate the rule of law.


The Mayor issued a mandate, but since then many political leaders have
come to Jacksonville and flouted it.


Last week saw U.S. Secretary of Labor Eugene Scalia and Gov. Ron
DeSantis do a JAXPORT presser without the mask. Saturday saw VP
Mike Pence speak to supporters at a thank you event for the Republican
National Convention host committee.
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All unmasked. Also unmasked: a lobbyist at a Florida House fundraiser in
Ponte Vedra, an event that saw Rep. Cord Byrd and others attend
before going to the VP event.


Among those in attendance in Ponte Vedra were House Speaker-
designate Chris Sprowls and future House Speaker Paul Renner, along
with a handful of other present and potential future legislators. Reps.
Elizabeth Fetterhoff and Tom Leek are from the Daytona area, while
Reps. Cord Byrd, Wyman Duggan, Clay Yarborough and Jason
Fischer are all Jacksonville Republicans.


Worth noting: at least one lawmaker at the fundraiser, Yarborough,
already tested negative, meaning that perhaps the PVB event didn’t
spawn community spread.


Even if no one at these events tests positive, the disease has already
struck the region.


In St. Johns County, where commissioner Paul Waldron is hospitalized
for COVID-19 complications, the commission again rejected a mandatory
mask proposal.


And in Jacksonville, Democratic House candidate Angie Nixon is
recovering from the disease.


The matter will be closely watched, especially with the RNC approaching
quickly …


  


Rumors of Republican National Convention insolvency are overblown,
said Curry this week.


Curry said fundraising for the event was “strong … definitely in the tens
of millions.”


The national press had reported fundraising troubles, and it will remain to
be seen if Curry’s assurances tamp down those reports.


No cash troubles







Mayor Lenny Curry says money on track for RNC.


Questions also emerged about whether the RNC itself could happen,
with the Mayor noting that there are “many weeks until the date of the
convention.”


“We continue to monitor community spread,” Curry said.


With President Donald Trump taking a “we’ll have to see” attitude about
the event, it is incumbent on Curry and Gov. Ron DeSantis to flatten the
curve … before the convention dream is dashed for good.”


  


U.S. Rep. John Rutherford faces elections in August and, if he wins
there, November. He will have the money to compete.


In fundraising through the end of June, the second-term Republican was
able to claim $701,000 on hand, after raising nearly $191,000 through
2020s second quarter.


Sheriff wins round
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Rep. John Rutherford. Image via The Associated Press.


He outraised Democrat Donna Deegan, who raised just over $144,000
during the quarter, breaking her streak of outperforming the incumbent
for two straight quarters previously.


Rutherford represents Florida’s 4th Congressional District, which centers
around Jacksonville, including Nassau County and parts of Duval and St.
Johns counties.


CD 4 has historically been a safe Republican seat, but Deegan, a former
broadcast journalist, has a higher profile than any Democratic candidate
since former Rep. Charlie Bennett.


However, the seat has a strong Republican plurality.
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“America is in trouble right now.”


That’s the sobering message from one of the first reelection ads from HD
12 incumbent Republican Rep. Yarborough, who faces a primary.


To watch, click on the image below:


Big trouble
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The ad, narrated by Yarborough, described a pandemic, an “economic
meltdown” and “riots in the streets.”


“You can be sure when the Defund the Police crowd show up at my
office, I’ll show them the door … because America’s in trouble right now
and we’re running out of time.”


The second-term Republican will be on the ballot this August and (more
than likely) in November also.


He faces political newcomer Colin McArthur in August. The winner of
that contest will face one of two Democrats: Spyros (Speed) Chialtas or
Emmanuel Blimie.


  


Campaigns are (hopefully) in fifth gear now, with August elections just
weeks away. Here’s a look at campaign finance in a few of the more
high-profile races.


In the race for Duval County Clerk of Court, the money and momentum
appear to be with Republican Jody Philips, the assistant to the current
clerk.


Philips, who has roughly $100,000 to deploy as of fundraising through
June 26, has raised and retained more money than his two opponents in
August, City Council member Scott Wilson and Leon Jackson, have
combined. The winner will face Democrat Jimmy Midyette in November.


Meanwhile, the political comeback of former City Council member Matt


Local fundraising watch
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Schellenberg continues apace. Schellenberg has raised nearly $50,000
for his challenge to Duval County School Board member Lori Hershey,
who has raised just over $29,000. Hershey has already spent over half
that, while Schellenberg has roughly $30,000 to spend.


Matt Schellenberg builds money momentum. Image via A.G. Gancarski


If Schellenberg wins, it could create an interesting dynamic with Curry.
Schellenberg called for the Mayor’s resignation earlier this year over the
JEA sales push and related scandals.


  


Your last visit to the Disney Store at the St. Johns Town Center was in
fact the last visit.


WJCT reports of a posted sign: “This Disney store location will not
reopen.”


Disney down



https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xktwdy-edrdjlhjd-n/

https://schorsch.cmail19.com/t/i-l-xktwdy-edrdjlhjd-p/





Adios Town Center Disney Store. Image via Heather Schatz/WJCT News.


The store opened in 2014; it was a much more optimistic time for retail.
The location closed earlier this year along with the rest of the chain,
notes the Jacksonville Daily Record.


This continues a shuttling of storefronts at Jacksonville’s marquee mall.


Microsoft has already said it is headed out.


However, Tommy Bahama opened its “Marlin Bar” recently and a new
Peloton shop is moving in.


With the commercial sector still struggling to figure out how long COVID-
19 will change business as usual, 3Q commercial rental movement may
be a bit more lively than usual, at the Town Center and elsewhere.


  


Reopening schools is a major topic dominating the conversations of
local, state and national officials. Single parents and families where both
parents work outside of the home cannot get back to work if they must
care for young children learning through virtual classes.


That is the message of Trump, Education Secretary Betsy DeVos, Gov.
DeSantis and his administration. Trump upped the ante by pledging to
withhold federal education funds for those schools, causing
Democrats such as Rep. Al Lawson, as well as some Republicans, to
question his authority and the wisdom to carry out such a policy.


The Trump administration is pressuring the CDC to issue ‘less restrictive’


'Dangerous' school openings
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guidelines for schools to reopen & is threatening to withhold funds from
states that do not reopen,” Lawson said via social media. “This is not
only incredibly irresponsible, it is dangerous.”


Al Lawson is questioning the wisdom of reopening schools for the fall. Image via
Tom Williams/CQ Roll Call.


Florida is requiring public schools to open in August, and to provide "the
full array of services that are required by law so that families who wish to
educate their children in a brick and mortar school have the opportunity
to do so." Teachers’ unions and PTA groups are speaking out against the
move.


Those sharing Lawson’s view express concern not only of infecting
children, who are less affected than adults, but the children would
expose each other and take the virus home to parents and grandparents.
Others are concerned about the health of teachers and school
administrators


  


Jacksonville is seeing the entry of a local private transportation company
into mass transit in downtown and surrounding urban neighborhoods.


Jacksonville Transportation Authority officials announced GoTuk’n Inc. is
partnering with the public authority to offer a pay shuttle service that will
run from downtown through the historic Riverside and Avondale
neighborhoods. Those urban residential areas run along the north shore


Go Tuk’n
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of the St Johns River just west of downtown.


A new shuttle service enters urban neighborhoods in Jacksonville. Image via
Jacksonville Transportation Authority.


The rides on the European-style shuttle vehicles start at $2 per trip and
began July 10. Riders can reserve trip slots on the vehicles using a new
mobile app called Tuk’n Ride that will take riders to designated JTA stops
in those neighborhoods and shopping areas.


“We are passionate about supporting the urban core areas of
Jacksonville and believe the Tuk’n Ride program will be one way to help
our community grow and thrive,” said Stephanie Dale, on of the
managers of Go Tuk’n Inc.


“Supporting area restaurants and other businesses is a starting point and
we expect to expand services to other neighborhoods in the near future,”
Dale said.


Nat Ford, JTA CEO, said the shuttle service will also go through Lavilla
and Brooklyn areas of downtown.


“Not only does this partnership benefit our customers, it furthers our
commitment to working with small, minority and women-owned
businesses,” Ford said.


  Clay park
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The North Florida Land Trust is beginning the process of creating a
public access park in Clay County.


More than 575 acres of conservation land was acquired by the NFLT in
January as part of a partnership with the St. Johns River Water
Management District in the Rideout Point Preserve along Black Creek.
The land trust wants to develop parking lots, trails, boardwalks, pavilions
and restrooms in hopes of creating a park that will encourage public use.


A new park is proposed in Clay County. Image via North Florida Land Trust.


Development of the park will require two phases with the first involving
the parking lot construction along with new trails in the wildlife area. The
second phase will involve the creation of the remaining features which
Clay County officials will assist in building.


“We are working closely with the [county] to put together a plan on how
we can open up this beautiful property for passive recreation,” said Jim
McCarthy, president of the NFLT.


McCarthy said the project will involve some significant effort before it’s
ready for public access; however, they already have some advantages.


“The conservation land we typically acquire is not suitable for public
access, but the already existing trails on this property and access to
Black Creek make it perfect for a public park. We are still in the very
early stages of this process and look forward to working with the county
to create a place that all can enjoy,” McCarthy said.
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NFL training camps are scheduled to open in the next two weeks with the
first regular-season game scheduled for September 13 when the
Indianapolis Colts visit TIAA Bank Field. With COVID-19 on the attack
again in the area and other parts of the state, the status of the NFL
season could be revisited.


A question among fans and NFL watchers centered around the
opportunity for any fans to attend home games. Would the teams play
without fans as NASCAR and golf have done, and the NBA is poised to
do?


Apparently not entirely, according to Jaguars management. The team
recently updated season ticket holders telling them what to expect for
2020 home games.


Would the Jaguars play without fans as NASCAR and golf have done, and the NBA
is poised to do?


While telling ticket holders “it is our sincere hope to welcome a capacity
crowd to TIAA Bank Field this fall,” management informed their fans of
the current plan. A reduced capacity will likely prevail for most, if not all,
of the 2020 season.


“In compliance with state and local authorities and following CDC social
distancing guidelines, TIAA Bank Field will be able to seat approximately
25% of its capacity at each Jaguars home game in 2020,” the statement
reads. “Once the season begins, any future increase in capacity will
depend on developments on the health and safety front.”


Get your tickets
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This poses other questions such as how will fans be spaced in the
stadium and will season ticket holders get their money back? The first
question will be answered soon and the other is yes.


A new seating diagram is under construction by the Jaguars and
Ticketmaster and is expected to be released in August. Fans can have
funds already paid deposited into an account from which they can
purchase tickets to games this season or for 2021. Cash refunds are
possible if requested.


The Jaguars made it clear that attendance at 2020 games will have no
effect on season ticket holder status. Those attending will be required to
wear masks.


Some critics offered snide comments that 25% would be normal for the
stadium that seats 67,164. In reality, the team averaged 59,987 in
attendance (or tickets sold) in 2019, indicating there will be a market for
the 25%, which would amount to approximately 16,791 seats to fill.
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From: Ferguson, Jacqueline A
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: RE: Keep Your Head Up!
Date: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:45:57 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Thank you Dr. Rolle.
 


From: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 2:38 PM
To: DL CHD16 ALL Users <_CHD16all@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Keep Your Head Up!
 


Good afternoon Team Duval!


 


We are now into Week 25 of our County Health Department COVID-19 response.  A
lot has happened since I last wrote you.  We have had several team members retire
or simply decide to pursue other opportunities.  We have celebrated births, marriages,
graduations and various life events all while attempting to serve the community.  As
we were busy doing the work of public health, the world began to spiral out of control.
The COVID-19 cases and deaths continued to slowly increase, and we watched in
disbelief as the world took to the streets in response to the recent events in the United
States.  During this time, we also learned that Jacksonville would host the Republican
National Convention.  So much has happened indeed.


Please know that our work is valuable and must continue.  Now more than ever, we
need to ride the wave and build a better boat.  Or to put it a different way…in the
words of Tupac Shakur, “Keep Your Head Up!”  I know that some of you are tired and
you’re wondering when will it end?  While others are thinking, “This is what we live
for!”, “This is what we do!”.  I say to you “Keep Your Head Up!”  Public health is on
display.  Although you may not be activated to work the COVID-19 response at this
time, you are still a public health ambassador.  Your words mean something.  Every
social media post and every conversation is an opportunity to use your super power
to do good and educate those you’re connected with.


While we all have differing opinions regarding the pandemic, race and racial issues,
politics, religion, etcetera let us not allow that to hinder us from working together to
tackle the work at hand.  As a public servant, the operative word is servant.  Let us
not forget that.  We have a responsibility to protect, promote and improve the health
of all people.  I look forward to continuing to serve with you while riding the wave and
building a better boat.  Keep your head up Team Duval!!


 


Be well,
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From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: RE: RNC in JAX: Media Request
Date: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 12:55:29 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Opps. I meant approved RNC statement 
 


 


From: Epstein, Samantha 
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 12:53 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: RNC in JAX: Media Request
 
I will send them our provide RNC statement.
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From: Rolle, Pauline J 
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 12:04 PM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Fw: RNC in JAX: Media Request
 
 
 


From: Alexander Nazaryan <alexander.nazaryan@verizonmedia.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2020 11:10 AM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RNC in JAX: Media Request
 
Dear Dr. Rolle,
 
Working on Yahoo News story on Republican National Convention.
 
Do you think it's safe to hold it in Jacksonville? 
 
I ask because you've got rising covid cases.
 
Looking for on record comment. Writing for today. Thanks.
 
--
Alexander Nazaryan
National Correspondent, Yahoo News
o:  202.624.9322
m: 718.612.3356
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot  in Florida politics — 7.21.20 — Burnin’ today: INFLUENCE, Trump,


DeSantis, Corcoran, Eagle, Patronis
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 4:01:06 AM


It turns out, we will publish an edition of INFLUENCE Magazine later
this month.


It will have feature some of the heroes of the pandemic while reporting
on how leaders and lawmakers responded to the first phase of the
COVID-19 outbreak.


Right now, we're looking for answers to our Big Question section of the
magazine.


We need smart, perhaps pithy, responses to the following question:


What is one thing you wish you could go back in time and tell yourself
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before this pandemic started?


Twenty-five to 50 words, please.


We need your answer by Wednesday 5 p.m.


  


Tweet, tweet:


—@DHS_Wolf: Attempted arson is not a peaceful protest. Physically
attacking law enforcement is not freedom of speech. Destruction of
property is not peaceful assembly. Criminals perpetrating these crimes
are being arrested … not law-abiding protesters.


Tweet, tweet:


Situational awareness



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-t/





Tweet, tweet:



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-i/





—@BenjySarlin: This whole test/isolate your entire workforce every
day for weeks until you’re down to 0 cases and then keep testing them
thing seems like a model that could apply to other workforces if we had
the resources


—@ShevrinJones: If we are friends, you can count on me to be by
your side through ups and downs. Sending prayers to my friend
@AndrewGillum as he continues his recovery journey.


—@UncleLikeReal1: Just move All Florida high school sports back
one month into September we do not have the same problem that other
states have we are 75° year-round.


  Days until
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MLB starts — 2; WNBA starts — 4; PLL starts — 4; TED conference
rescheduled — 5; Florida Bar exams begin in Tampa — 7; NBA season
restart in Orlando — 10; NHL resumes — 11; Florida primaries for 2020
state legislative/congressional races — 28; Democratic National
Convention in Milwaukee begins — 29; "Mulan” premieres
(rescheduled) — 31; Indy 500 rescheduled — 33; Republican National
Convention begins in Charlotte — 34; NBA draft lottery — 35; Rev. Al
Sharpton’s D.C. March — 38; U.S. Open begins — 41; “A Quiet Place
Part II” premieres — 45; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby —
46; Rescheduled date for French Open — 61; First presidential debate
in Indiana — 70; "Wonder Woman" premieres — 73; Preakness Stakes
rescheduled — 74; First vice presidential debate at the University of
Utah — 77; NBA season ends (last possible date) — 83; Second
presidential debate scheduled at Miami — 86; NBA draft — 87; Wes
Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres — 87; NBA free agency
— 90; Third presidential debate at Belmont — 93; 2020 General
Election — 105; “Black Widow” premieres — 112; NBA 2020-21 training
camp — 114; Florida Automated Vehicles Summit — 122; “No Time to
Die” premieres — 122; NBA 2020-21 opening night — 133; “Top Gun:
Maverick” premieres — 155; Super Bowl LV in Tampa — 201; New
start date for 2021 Olympics — 367; “Jungle Cruise” premieres — 375;
“Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel premieres — 472; “Thor: Love
and Thunder” premieres — 570; “Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness” premieres — 612; “Black Panther 2” premieres — 654;
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” sequel premieres — 808.







  


“Florida adds 10,347 new coronavirus cases, 90 deaths” via Tiffini
Theisen and Paola Pérez of the Orlando Sentinel — Florida reported
10,347 new coronavirus cases and 90 new deaths on Monday.
Statewide, there have now been 360,394 infected and 5,072 Florida
residents killed. The overall toll, including 111 nonresidents, is 5,183.
Two new nonresident deaths were reported Monday. Monday’s update
comes on the heels of a new weekly record for cases, deaths and tests
in Florida. Statewide, 740 virus deaths were reported from Sunday to
Sunday. The previous record, 511 deaths, was set the week ending
July 12. Polk County, due to nursing-home outbreaks, has the most
coronavirus fatalities in Central Florida with 176, followed by 119 in
Orange, 85 in Volusia, 50 in Brevard, 45 in Seminole, 38 in Osceola, 36
in Lake, and 21 in Sumter.


“Hecklers, gaffes dog Ron DeSantis as coronavirus rages in
Florida” via Matt Dixon of POLITICO Florida — Faced with a bad and
worsening outbreak, DeSantis has lost his coronavirus swagger.


Corona Florida
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Throughout the pandemic, DeSantis has traveled the state holding
televised press briefings to highlight numbers that put his
administration's response in a favorable light. The events had a
confident DeSantis focusing on the positives and lashing out at those
who mention the negatives. Near-daily briefings have turned into a
national punchline. DeSantis keeps finding new ways to embarrass
himself. The gaffes and worsening news have fed a national perception
that Florida is consumed in chaos and leaderless as the virus rips
unchecked. On Monday, DeSantis was interrupted by protesters who
crashed the press briefing in Orlando. They screamed “shame on you”
as police escorted them out.


Ron DeSantis gets heckled, again.


“DeSantis raises concerns about impossible COVID-19 positives”
via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — DeSantis said he has heard
people are receiving positive COVID-19 test results in the mail despite
never having submitted a sample, raising questions about the reliability
of some labs’ reporting. At drive-thru testing sites people have
reportedly signed up for diagnostic tests but left before receiving a test
due to long lines. In some cases, people have reportedly received
positive test results despite never submitting a sample. “If somebody’s
just getting a test result without being swabbed, then what is that saying
about some of the other stuff that’s going on?” DeSantis asked.


“Industry executives say Florida’s nursing homes face ‘category 5
emergency’” via Mary Ellen Klas of the Miami Herald — As state
officials focused their attention for the last three weeks on the rising
COVID-19 case numbers among younger Floridians, the number of
infected residents and staff at elder care facilities has more than
doubled and on Monday, the trade association for nonprofit nursing
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homes unleashed a cry for help. “For months we have been sending
out a warning to the federal government that this crisis is not over,’’ said
Katie Smith Sloan, president and CEO of LeadingAge which
represents 5,000 nonprofit nursing homes and assisted living facilities,
on a teleconference with reporters Monday. “We need real solutions
now, not a patchwork of policies that allow the pandemic to grow more
deadly and dangerous.”


“Nursing homes say more money needed for COVID-19 fight” via
Christine Sexton of the News Service of Florida — “We don’t know what
comes next if the state-funded testing ends in September. What we do
know is that our members estimate costs between $25,000 and
$300,000 per month for ongoing staff testing,” said Steve Bahmer,
president and CEO of LeadingAge Florida, as he called on U.S. Sens.
Marco Rubio and Rick Scott to help craft legislation that could offset
long-term care providers’ increased overhead costs associated with the
pandemic. Bahmer, whose association represents nonprofit and
community-based nursing homes, said if conditions don’t change,
operating losses could total as high as $3 million a month for some
long-term care facilities, and he likened the situation to a Category 5
hurricane.


“‘Sleeping in a ball of sweat’: As COVID-19 stalks Florida’s
inmates, so does another plague” via Shirsho Dasgupta and
Samantha J. Gross of the Miami Herald — As temperatures in Florida
soar into the 90s, accounts by inmates and their loved ones, shared
with the Herald on condition of anonymity, provide a glimpse of the
condition of inmates housed in overcrowded prisons without proper
ventilation. Despite the state being among the hottest in the country,
only 18 of its 50 prisons have air-conditioning. Every summer the
sweltering and squalid heat increases health risks and raises tensions
between officers and inmates. But this year inmates are fighting a battle
on another front: COVID-19. As of Sunday, 3,647 inmates and 1,065
prison staffers had tested positive for COVID and 6,064 inmate tests
were still pending. Thirty-two people in the system had died of the virus,
all of them inmates.


Meanwhile ... “Pandemic could trim population growth” via Jim
Saunders of the News Service of Florida — A panel of state economists
released a report forecasting Florida’s population growth will slow in the
coming years because of the COVID-19 pandemic. That doesn’t mean
the U-Hauls will stop trucking down: Florida is still expected to see
population increases over the next five years that will be like adding a
city slightly larger than St. Petersburg each year. But the report known
as the Demographic Estimating Conference reduced estimates of
population growth, with the population on April 1, 2025, projected to be
200,139 below what had been predicted before the pandemic. Also, the
panel said the pandemic is having other effects, such as increased
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household sizes as people live together amid the economic storm.


  


“Florida teachers union sues DeSantis, Richard Corcoran over
schools’ ‘reckless, unsafe reopening’” via Colleen Wright of the
Miami Herald — Florida’s top teachers’ union, joined by local educators
DeSantis and the state education commissioner Monday to stop the
“reckless and unsafe reopening of schools” this fall amid Florida’s
surging COVID-19 cases. The Florida Education Association was joined
by plaintiffs who are educators in Miami-Dade, Broward and Orange
counties, in the suit, filed in Miami-Dade Circuit Court. The Miami-Dade
plaintiff, Mindy Grimes-Festge, is the secretary/treasurer of the United
Teachers of Dade. She and her husband, Don, have been educators for
28 years. They have a son, who is a rising high school senior with a
compromised immune system and unable to return to school during the
pandemic. The lawsuit has gained traction, with the NAACP joining as a
plaintiff in the suit. They named DeSantis and Education Commissioner
Corcoran as defendants. Corcoran has ordered the public schools to
reopen.


— “Florida teachers sue as DeSantis distances himself from
school openings” via Andrew Atterbury of POLITICO


“Florida Chapter of American Academy of Pediatrics sends letter
to DeSantis” via Leslie Acosta of WEAR-TV — A letter was sent to
DeSantis asking him to reconsider the order requiring brick and mortar
schools to reopen in August. The letter was sent by the Florida Chapter
of the American Academy of Pediatrics Thursday. The FCAAP
represents the 2,600 pediatricians in the state. In the letter, FCAAP
President D. Paul Robinson writes DeSantis and Corcoran quote the
AAP’s statement “children do best when they are in school” as the
reasoning for the reopening. He says the AAP meant that statement
“only in situations in which children can safely go to school.”


“Millions of kids may lose out on free meals as they return to
school” via Helena Bottemiller Evich and Juan Perez of POLITICO —
During the spring and summer, as the coronavirus health crisis
exploded, the government allowed most families to pick up free meals
from whichever school was closest or most convenient without proving
they were low-income. But that effort is on the verge of expiring as
states prepare for children to return to school, and as school systems
are pushing the federal government to continue the free meals program
through the fall. So far, Trump’s Agriculture Department isn’t on board
with an extension. School leaders are now asking Congress to force the
government’s hand as lawmakers buckle down to work on the next
coronavirus aid package. “It’s impossible. It’s insane,” said Katie
Wilson, executive director of the Urban School Food Alliance.


Back to school?
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A worker reaches for sandwiches to pack into lunches at Prairie Queen
elementary school as lunches and instructional packets are distributed. Image via


AP.


“As more children test positive for coronavirus parents face tough
decision about school” via Liz Freeman of the Naples Daily News —
Nearly 1 in 3 children under 18 have tested positive for the disease and
there no signs the steady uptick will slow down. That’s not helping to
ease anxiety as all families face tough decisions soon about sending
their children to school next month or enrolling them in virtual classes.
Most children get infected through someone in their household, experts
say. Lee County has the seventh-highest positivity rate among children
in the state, at 46.3%. The positivity rate is based on the number of
positive tests against the total number tested. Collier County is 12th
with a 42.7% positivity rate, according to the state Department of Health
data.


“Florida schools are working to reopen, but what happens if
there’s a real Code Red?” via Emily Bloch of The Florida Times-Union
— Across Florida — and beyond — school districts are devising plans
to deal with how to enforce social distancing and mask-wearing in
classrooms as well as what to do if someone gets sick. But one glaring
question that remains unanswered: What happens if there’s a Code
Red? As it turns out, the Florida Department of Education — which
issued an executive order this month telling schools to return to five-
days-a-week of in-person schooling — hasn’t gotten that far yet.


“Northwest Florida schools still full steam ahead on reopening in
early August” via Rebekah Castor of WEAR=TV — As some school
districts across the country are pushing back their re-openings and
altering plans — including in nearby Mobile — Northwest Florida
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schools are still set for an Aug. 10 reopening start date amid the
COVID-19 pandemic. School districts in Escambia, Santa Rosa,
Okaloosa and Walton counties all announced their reopening plans.
They are giving parents multiple learning options — traditional, remote,
virtual — which they must decide upon for their students by Monday.
But as the number of COVID-19 cases continues to surge, many
wonder if reopening schools in just a few weeks is a safe option.


“Central Florida parents face deadline on schooling decision; 2nd
lawsuit emerges to stop reopening” via Dana Cassidy of the Orlando
Sentinel — Central Florida parents are facing a Friday deadline to
decide how they want their children to learn in the fall as a second
lawsuit seeks to delay the reopening of public schools. On Monday
morning, Florida’s teachers' union filed the suit against Ron DeSantis,
the Florida Department of Education and other officials, calling to stop
the “reckless and unsafe reopening” of Florida public schools. The virus
is surging out of control and the governor needs to accept the reality of
how dangerous starting schools in-person again could be, said Fedrick
Ingram, president of the Florida Education Association. “Everyone
wants schools to reopen, but we don’t want to begin in-person teaching,
face an explosion of cases and sickness, then be forced to return to
distance learning,” Ingram said in a release on Monday.


“Lee superintendent proposes delay of school start to Aug. 24 or
Aug. 31” via Pamela McCabe of the Naples Daily News — Lee County
schools superintendent Greg Adkins wants to bump back the first day
of school by two or three weeks due to rising COVID-19 cases in
Florida. But he needs the school board to sign off on it first. District staff
said the authority to change the school calendar does not rest with the
superintendent but requires board approval because the 2020-21
calendar was approved by the elected officials in November 2019.
Adkins outlined his recommendation to push back the start of school in
a Monday afternoon memo to school board members. An emergency
school board meeting has been planned for 2 p.m. Thursday, where
officials will review how the new school year calendar will look with a
start date of either Aug. 24 or Aug. 31.


“Over 10,000 St. Johns County students sign up for school-based
distance learning” via News4Jax — 10,323 students enrolled in
school-based distance learning, about 24% of the nearly 44,000 public
school students in the county. With the deadline to register set for 6
p.m. on Friday, that number could rise. About 630 students have
already enrolled at St. Johns Virtual School with another 800
applications still to be considered, the district said. Last year there were
just 151 students at the school. A district spokesman said there is no
limit on the number of students that can be accepted to St. Johns
Virtual School.
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Jiselle Hill, a second-grade student at Timberlin Creek Elementary School in St.
Johns County, works on schoolwork in her bedroom. Image via News$Jax.


“St. Johns County School District buys $1.6 million worth of PPE”
via Christen Kelley of The Florida Times-Union — Masks,
thermometers and plastic desk shields will become a regular part of the
school day under the St. Johns County School District’s coronavirus
precautions. The district spent more than $1.6 million on supplies to get
schools ready for the return of students next month, although the first
day of school could be pushed back. “We’re looking at everything from
temperature checks to masks and then trying to make sure students
stay distanced as possible with signage,” Associate Superintendent
Wayne King said. “You’ll see the lunchroom spread out a little bit
more.” According to the district’s reopening plans, students will be
required to wear masks on buses, in hallways and even in classrooms
“where social distancing isn’t possible.”


—“Is it safe for Santa Rosa County students to return to school?
Parents, teachers not sure” via Annie Blanks of the Pensacola News
Journal


“As debate rages on reopening schools, Tampa Bay districts and
nonprofit group plan how to feed children” via Christopher
O’Donnell — When the threat of the coronavirus forced schools to
switch to online learning in March, local districts set up grab-and-go,
drive-through food pantries on school campuses for children who relied
on free school breakfasts and lunches. Gaps in the service were
plugged by local food banks. The reopening of schools next month will
throw up a whole new set of challenges. With many students expected
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to stay home and learn online, school districts will have to feed students
both at school and at home.


  


“Mayor in Miami-Dade: ‘It’s a breaking point’” via Hannah Knowles of
The Washington Post — “It’s a breaking point,” Hialeah Mayor Carlos
Hernández said on CNN’s “New Day,” recounting late-night
conversations with officials at hospitals in his city. Florida’s current
hospitalizations peaked at 9,363 on Sunday. Early this month, Miami-
Dade County imposed a 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew intended to limit
interactions that could spread the coronavirus. Announcing the
measure, the mayor of Miami-Dade said he was also closing some
businesses again: movie theaters, arcades, bowling alleys and more.
Soon, most restaurants had to nix indoor dining again, too. But
Hernández said that with fewer restrictions in neighboring Broward
County, people in Miami-Dade can just head over there when curfew
sets in.


Corona local
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Hialeah Mayor Carlos Hernández is at the breaking point. Image via the Miami
Herald


“This ZIP code had the highest poverty rate in Miami-Dade County.
Then came COVID-19” via Adriana Brasileiro, Yadira Lopez, Lautaro
Grinspan and Rene Rodriguez of the Miami Herald — Approximately
23,000 people live within the 33034 ZIP code, which stretches for
nearly 280 miles across parts of Florida City, Homestead and
unincorporated Miami-Dade. The ZIP is home to 4,894 households,
with a median of 4.1 persons per household. But only 35% of the
residents are married, an indication that more than one family often live
under the same roof in order to pay the rent. According to census data,
the ZIP code has the highest poverty rate in the county — 40% — even
though the median household income is $36,363, which is higher than
many other ZIP codes in Miami-Dade. But the per capita income is
$10,608, the lowest of any ZIP code in the county.


“Miami-Dade cancels summer camps at parks” via Miami-Dade
County — With the recent surge in COVID-19 cases, and in an
abundance of caution, the county will be closing it is General and
Nature camps at the end of this week’s session Friday, July 17.
Registrations will not be accepted for the following weeks, and if
needed, refunds will be issued for any pre-registrations or advance
payments made. Miami-Dade County Parks Department will continue to
offer a range of virtual experiences for parents and caregivers this
summer that include free and unique fitness, arts, education, history,
and nature science experiences.


“South Florida airports say state stopped screening Tri-state
flights for quarantine” via David Smiley and Taylor Dolven of the
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Miami Herald — South Florida’s largest commercial airports say the
Florida Department of Health has stopped enforcing DeSantis'’ order
requiring travelers from Connecticut, New Jersey and New York to
quarantine for 14 days after arriving in the state. The order, first put in
place on March 23, when the Northeast was the epicenter of the
pandemic, was meant to curb the spread of COVID-19 by isolating
people coming into Florida from known virus hot spots. The Florida
National Guard and Florida Department of Health staff members began
boarding and greeting arriving flights at South Florida airports to collect
contact information from travelers and hand out forms with instructions
to quarantine. Travelers who did not quarantine were threatened with
jail time.


South Florida airports are no longer screening passengers from the New York Tri-
State region. Image via Palm Beach Post.


“This small business bet on locals with cabin fever to survive
COVID-19. It’s working.” via Taylor Dolven of the Miami Herald —
When the COVID-19 pandemic hit, vacation van rental company
Ondevan saw its clientele evaporate overnight. Used to fielding
bookings from mostly international customers, Ondevan owners Omar
Bendezú, and Haley Kirk, of Hallandale Beach, had to pivot to focus
on South Floridians in mid-March, hoping they might want a #VanLife
getaway amid hotel closures and restaurant shutdowns. And they did.
Across the company’s fleet of 11 camper vans, occupancy has
increased from 10% in mid-April to around 50% today, fueled by locals
with cabin fever. Since April 1, South Floridians have booked 60 trips
with Ondevan. And the company is seeing even more bookings for July
and August.


  More local
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“Disney updates face mask policy” via Kathleen Christiansen of the
Orlando Sentinel — Walt Disney World has updated its face mask
policy: Guests can no longer eat and drink while perusing the parks,
strolling through Disney Springs or exploring the resorts. A policy
requiring face masks has been in place since Disney Springs reopened
on May 20. According to the amended requirements on Disney World’s
website, “You may remove your face covering while actively eating or
drinking, but you should be stationary and maintain appropriate physical
distancing.” This applies to anywhere on Disney property. Disney
requires all visitors ages 2 and older as well as cast members to wear
face coverings, which must be worn at all times, except while dining or
swimming.


Disney is tweaking its mask policy.


“‘If it’s here, it’s here’: America’s retirees confront the virus in
Florida” via Kimiko de Freytas-Tamura of The New York Times — For
months, many of the residents at one of America’s biggest retirement
communities went about their lives as if the coronavirus barely existed.
They played bridge. They held dances. They went to house parties in
souped-up golf carts that looked like miniature Jaguars and Rolls-
Royces. And for months they appeared to have avoided the worst of the
pandemic. From March through mid-June, there were fewer than 100
cases in the Villages. But now as cases spike across Florida, the virus
appears to have caught up with the residents.


“Collier commissioner calls for emergency meeting to discuss
masks; mandate may pass” via Patrick Riley of the Naples Daily
News — Last week, on a record day of reported coronavirus cases in
Collier County, commissioners narrowly rejected a proposal that would
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have required masks to be worn in businesses and government
buildings. Now, the polarizing issue is scheduled to come back before
county leaders Tuesday and could have the necessary votes to pass. If
so, the measure would be the first of its kind in Collier with Marco Island
and Naples not currently requiring masks. A couple of Southwest
Florida municipalities have passed similar rules. Commissioner Penny
Taylor, who last week voted against the measure, called Monday for an
emergency meeting Tuesday morning to reconsider the item.


“Franklin County left In the lurch after inmate labor reduced to
stop spread of COVID-19” via Robbie Gaffney of WFSU — For the
rural community of Franklin County, not having inmate labor is putting a
strain on resources. Due to the Coronavirus, the Florida Department of
Corrections is limiting how many inmates can join work squads. Before
COVID-19, the Florida Department of Corrections says 77 inmates
were assigned to work in Franklin County mowing grass, sorting
through recyclables, maintaining parks, and more. Now, to stop the
spread of the virus, fewer work squads are sent out and county officials
are short on labor. "It's been very stressful," says Fonda Davis, head of
Franklin County's solid waste, animal control, and parks and recreation
departments. Davis says employees are shifting around to different
departments to make sure the most pressing work gets done.


“Hillsborough transit hit by double blow of coronavirus, stalled
sales tax” via Caitlin Johnston of the Tampa Bay Times — Hillsborough
transit authority board members listened to grim presentations from
staff Monday about declining ridership, proposed service cuts and
budget shortfalls. Underlying the bad news are two unknowns: the
future of a 2018 sales tax that would nearly double the agency’s budget
and a national search to find a new chief executive to steer the agency
through uncertain times. The Hillsborough Area Regional Transit
Authority has watched expenses climb while reserves have largely
declined since 2014. “The bottom line here is, again, expenses are
exceeding our revenues year after year,” transit authority chief financial
officer Cyndy Stiglich told the board. “Since (2014) through this fiscal
year, that equates to almost a $26 million deficit.”


“Hillsborough again extends face mask rule” via C.T. Bowen of the
Tampa Bay Times — The seven-day rolling average of positive test
results is 14.5%, “again a steady decrease,” said Dr. Douglas Holt,
director of the state Health Department for Hillsborough County. Last
week, the 14-day average stood at 16.16% after reaching a previous
high of 20%. In comments to the Hillsborough Emergency Policy Group,
Holt repeated his prior observations that “community-based
transmission is widespread and very active” and “we need our public to
continue acceptable practices that we’ve asked.” Toward that goal, the
policy group voted to extend the county’s face-mask rule for another
seven days.



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-tt/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-tt/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-ti/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-ti/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-td/





Dr. Douglas Holt is director of the USF Health Division of Infectious Disease and
medical director of the Hillsborough County Health Department. Image via USF.


“With COVID-19 results delays, Volusia officials urge express
lanes” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Volusia County
Commission Chair Ed Kelley and the mayors of all 16 municipalities in
the county united Monday in urging DeSantis to open COVID-19 testing
express lanes there dedicated to people suffering coronavirus
symptoms. The request comes as Volusia officials, like many others
throughout the state, hear complaints from citizens who say they don’t
get test results back for many, many days, even weeks, forcing people
into extended quarantines, sometimes for no reason, and essentially
negating the purposes of the tests. That begins with Holly Hill Mayor
Chris Via and his wife Amber Via, as prime but not unique examples.
The Vias have been waiting 13 days. But they’ve heard nothing on their
test results, even though they keep checking the app that they
downloaded to track their tests.


“Walton County sets mask requirements for some county offices”
via Jim Thompson of NWF Daily News — One day after Walton County
commissioners opted to delay any decision on a countywide masking
requirement to help slow the spread of COVID-19, the county’s deputy
administrator sent out an email announcing that employees and visitors
at a number of county offices will be required to wear masks if they
cannot maintain social distancing while working in or visiting any
affected office. Additionally, visitors and employees to the covered
offices will be required to undergo a temperature check, according to
the Wednesday email from Walton County Deputy Administrator Dede
Hinote.
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“New polling makes clear what Donald Trump refuses to see: His
pandemic response has been a political disaster” via Philip Bump of
The Washington Post — Since May, Washington Post polling shows his
approval rating on the economy is about the same. Since March,
though, approval of his handling of the pandemic has dropped 13 points
with 1 in 5 Republicans now disapproving of the job he’s doing. While
he and former Vice President Joe Biden were separated by only two
points four months ago, the gap has widened to 15 points. A Fox poll
shows how confidence in the government’s approach to the crisis has
collapsed since earlier in the year. In March and April, most Americans
said they approved of Trump’s handling of the pandemic.


Corona nation
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Donald Trump refuses to acknowledge his coronavirus response was a political
disaster. Image via AP.


“Trump says he'll bring back his televised White House
coronavirus briefings” via Max Cohen of POLITICO — Trump on
Monday said he would resume holding coronavirus briefings this week
after a nearly three-month hiatus. Trump’s once-frequent coronavirus
briefings stretched for hours and provided the public with updates on
the administration’s pandemic response while also offering the
president a chance to replicate his campaign rallies. A constant
presence during the spring, the briefings were curtailed in late April
following Trump’s unfounded speculation that injecting disinfectants
could ward off the virus. "I think it's a great way to get information out to
the public as to where we are with the vaccines, with the therapeutics,
and generally speaking, where we are," Trump said.


“No bleach and dirty rags: How some janitors are asked to keep
you virus-free” via Jodi Kantor of The New York Times — As the
coronavirus continues to rage and businesses and workplaces weigh
the risks of reopening, janitors have a warning about the current state of
cleaning in the United States. Many say they have not been given
enough resources to fight the pathogen, or, in a few cases, even hot
water to wash their hands. They are often not told if someone has
tested positive where they are working, many said in interviews, making
it difficult to protect themselves and others. Workers in office buildings
and supermarkets say they lack the time and training to do the job right.
And though airlines have tried to win back customers by raising
sanitation standards, pilots, flight attendants and cabin cleaners report
that the efforts are still inadequate. As the country navigates whether
and how to report to work, shop, eat out, travel and educate children, it
is often impossible to tell how frequently or thoroughly anything is
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cleaned.


“Social media health influencers continue to be resource during
COVID-19 pandemic” via Peter Suciu of Forbes — Since the outbreak
of the novel coronavirus pandemic earlier this year people have been
warned to social distance, to remain home as much as possible and to
avoid crowds. While it remains very much clear that a huge segment of
the population hasn't heeded such advice and in many cases has
blatantly ignored government guidelines and even state/city orders, the
calls to stay home have impacted many by convincing people not to go
to the doctor even when it is necessary. For less urgent medical issues
as well as general health-related matters health influencers have
continued to play a crucial role. According to the 2020 Social Influencer
Report, health influencers continue to impact the lives of many people
— and 44% of people with health conditions said they valued the
opinion or advice of a health influencer for information or support
related to their health.


  


“The GOP bill is likely to total $1 trillion in aid” via The New York
Times — People familiar with the deliberations said Senate Republican
leaders and Trump administration officials had coalesced around a $1
trillion total price tag for the bill, which Sen. Mitch McConnell hopes to
release this week, but that its final contents were still very much in flux.
Ideas set to be presented to senators during Republican lunches on
Tuesday break the $1 trillion package into three buckets. One would
appropriate additional aid to small businesses. A second would give
money to schools and hospitals. The third would include an estimated
$400 billion for a new round of stimulus checks to individuals, a scaled-
back extension of expanded unemployment benefits, tax breaks for
small businesses, and some version of the payroll tax holiday.


Corona economics
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Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell is about to submit a coronavirus relief bill
that tops $1 trillion. Image via AP.


“‘Less optimistic’ and ‘more cautious’: Top CEOs fret as virus
cases rise” via David Gelles of The New York Times — With
coronavirus cases around the country on the rise and states rolling
back their reopening plans, many of the nation's top business leaders
are steeling themselves for a period of prolonged economic disruption
and the prospect of a slow, halting recovery. While retail sales have
mostly rebounded to precrisis levels and the stock markets remain
buoyant, business leaders and economists still see serious cause for
concern. Tens of millions of Americans are out of work. Important parts
of the economy remain largely shuttered. Business districts are still
primarily empty as people continue working from home. And as the
virus spreads, new lockdowns could cause further economic
disruptions. Already, there are signs the recovery is losing momentum.


“Profits rise in pandemic for Florida billionaires” via Spencer Fordin
of Florida Politics — A new report by Americans for Tax Fairness and
Health Care for America Now indicates Florida’s 56 billionaires saw
their wealth increase by $15.5 billion between March 18 and June 17.
That increase — an 8.5% maturation in their portfolios — represents
almost twice the $8 billion revenue shortfall for Florida projected by
Moody’s Analytics. Americans for Tax Fairness found the trend of
billionaire wealth growing in inverse proportion to state revenue in
nearly half the states. The start date of the study — March 18 — is
roughly where federal and state economic restrictions began to be put
in place.


“U.S. airlines face end of business travel as they knew it” via Mary
Schlangenstein, Esha Dey, and Brian Eckhouse of Bloomberg — U.S.
airlines hammered by the catastrophic loss of passengers during the
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pandemic are confronting a once-unthinkable scenario: that this crisis
will obliterate much of the corporate flying they’ve relied on for decades
to prop up profits. “It is likely that business travel will never return to
pre-COVID-19 levels,” said Adam Pilarski, senior vice president at
Avitas, an aviation consultant. “It is one of those unfortunate cases
where the industry will be permanently impaired and what we lost now
is gone, never to come back.” At stake is the most lucrative part of the
airline industry, driven by businesses that accepted the need to plop
down a few thousand dollars for a last-minute ticket across the U.S. or
over an ocean. That’s under threat in the wake of an unprecedented
collapse in passengers that started four months ago.


“Two COVID Americas: One struggles, while the other saves and
spends” via Jessica Menton of The St. Augustine Record — Congress
is set to reconvene this week at a critical juncture following a two-week
recess as the $600 weekly unemployment benefits under the CARES
Act are set to expire at the end of the month. Policymakers will debate
whether more emergency stimulus checks and extra unemployment
payments are needed to keep jobless people afloat as workers and
businesses continue to grapple with the economic fallout of the
pandemic. More than two-thirds of Americans say they still need a
second stimulus check from the government to help make ends meet,
according to recent data from tax preparer Jackson Hewitt. And about a
third of that group said the $1,200 checks needed to be more than the
previous round. Only about a quarter of them say they wouldn’t need
another emergency payment.


“Following public backlash, Winn-Dixie says face masks will now
be required” via Colin Wolf of Creative Loafing Tampa Bay — After
initially announcing that it won’t force customers to wear masks at its
stores, Winn-Dixie’s parent company is now reversing course. In a
statement, Southeastern Grocers, Inc. said that beginning next week,
all Winn-Dixie and Harvey grocery stores will require face masks. “The
majority of our stores are under either a local or state government
mandate, and given the continued rise of positive COVID cases in our
communities across the Southeast, beginning Monday, July 27, we will
be requiring masks to be worn by customers to help reduce the spread
of the disease,” said Joe Caldwell, Director of Corporate
Communications and Government Affairs. Last week, the company’s
decision to “strongly encourage” masks were met with intense public
backlash.


  


“U.K. coronavirus vaccine prompts immune response in early test”
via Maria Cheng of The Associated Press — Scientists at Oxford
University say their experimental coronavirus vaccine has been shown
in an early trial to prompt a protective immune response in hundreds of


More corona
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people who got the shot. British researchers first began testing the
vaccine in April in about 1,000 people, half of whom got the
experimental vaccine. Such early trials are designed to evaluate safety
and see what kind of immune response was provoked, but can’t tell if
the vaccine truly protects. In research published Monday in the journal
Lancet, scientists said that they found their experimental COVID-19
vaccine produced a dual immune response in people aged 18 to 55 that
lasted at least two months after they were immunized. “We are seeing
good immune response in almost everybody,” said Dr. Adrian Hill,
director of the Jenner Institute at Oxford University. “What this vaccine
does particularly well is trigger both arms of the immune system,” he
said.


Scientists at Oxford University say their experimental coronavirus vaccine has
been shown in an early trial to prompt a protective immune response in hundreds


of people who got the shot. Image via AP.


“New treatment for COVID-19 shows promise, but scientists urge
caution” via Benjamin Mueller of The New York Times — A British drug
company said Monday that an inhaled form of a commonly used
medicine could slash the odds of COVID-19 patients becoming severely
ill, a sliver of good news in the race to find treatments that was met by
scientists with equal measures of caution and cheer. The drug, based
on interferon beta, a protein naturally produced by the body to
orchestrate its response to viruses, has become the focus of
intensifying efforts in Britain, China, and the United States to treat
COVID-19 patients. But giving patients interferon without eliciting
serious side effects has proved challenging. The symptoms of seasonal
flu, for example, are largely produced by the mobilization of the body’s
interferon response, scientists said.
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“The rich are looking to buy access to COVID safe havens” via
Berber Jin of Bloomberg — The next time the world’s rich are forced
into lockdown, they would like to have an escape ready to a remote and
sunny beach. Or perhaps to New Zealand, one of the few countries that
has eliminated COVID-19. They are willing to pay for the privilege, of
course. They can turn to programs that guarantee citizenship or
residency in exchange for investment in the host country, using
specialty firms such as Henley & Partners, the world’s biggest
citizenship and residency advisory firm. With the persistent threat of
viral infections and sudden lockdowns, the company is helping those
with deep pockets buy access to a safe haven. New inquiries jumped
49% in the first four months of this year, compared with the same
period in 2019, according to the company. There was a 22% increase in
those wanting to proceed with an application for new citizenship or
residency rights.


“Bermuda pitches island life as escape from pandemic madness”
via Ezra Fieser of Bloomberg — For anyone tired of dodging
coronavirus, sick of arguments over masks or just fed up with the home
office grind, Bermuda has an offer: a year at the beach. The British
Overseas Territory of 64,000, known for its pink-sand shorelines and
balmy climate, is offering one-year, renewable residency certificates for
remote workers and postsecondary students. It’s pitching itself as a
refuge as COVID-19 cases continue to climb in other countries and
upend rules about where people can work. “The world is changing, and
we want people we consider long-term visitors to come to Bermuda,”
Premier David Burt said in a telephone interview. Burt said life on the
islands will appeal to foreigners because Bermuda managed to contain
the spread of COVID-19 through rigorous testing, quarantine-monitoring
bracelets, and rules on social distancing and mask-wearing.


“The inflatable pool is the official symbol of America’s lost
summer” via Maura Judkins of The Washington Post — If this summer
has a theme, it’s “better than nothing,” and if “better than nothing” has a
symbol, it’s the backyard inflatable pool. It represents an attempt to
claim a seasonal entitlement during a time of interminable austerity. We
may not have baseball, concerts, or parties, but we will find our way into
a pool, even if it’s janky and filled with hose water. People with enough
property and cash went upmarket. But many of those prospective
buyers soon learned that an in-ground pool is an expensive project that
can take as many as nine months just for the permitting, and they want
a pool now.


“Blowing out candles is basically spitting on your friends’ cake.
Will we ever do it again?” via Caitlin Gibson of The Washington Post
— In 2017, a widely circulated study, unappetizingly titled “Bacterial
Transfer Associated With Blowing Out Candles on a Birthday Cake,”
revealed that “blowing out the candles over the icing surface resulted in
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1400% more bacteria compared to icing not blown on” meaning that
any microorganisms dwelling in the candle-blower’s respiratory tract
would probably make their way onto your plate. Candle industry experts
aren’t worried about the future of this tradition. Kathy LaVanier,
president of the National Candle Association, says she’s talked to
wholesalers and retailers who report no sign of waning sales, in fact,
“they’re seeing exponential growth in the baking category as a whole,
and birthday candles haven’t slowed down at all,” she says.


  


“More than 100 arrested during George Floyd protests in Orlando;
nearly 80 have had charges dropped” via Cristobal Reyes of the
Orlando Sentinel — Kira Calvaresi was arrested June 2 while leaving a
protest at Orlando City Hall, moments after the scene turned chaotic
and police officers launched tear gas into a crowd that stayed past the
10 p.m. curfew. More than 100 people were booked, most for
misdemeanors or ordinance violations, over six days of Orlando
demonstrations that began May 30 in the wake of George Floyd’s killing
by a Minneapolis police officer.


Smoldering
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Thousands chanted George Floyd's name on the streets of downtown Orlando
during the massive protest. Image vis Spectrum 13.


“Orlando to test sending therapists, social workers along with
police for mental health calls” via Lisa Maria Garcia of the Orlando
Sentinel — Orlando Police Department officers responding to people
who are in mental health crises could soon be joined by a social worker,
counselor or therapist, as part of a pilot program announced Monday
among other proposals to revamp the agency’s practices. The Orlando
City Council heard a proposal for the “co-responder” program during a
budget workshop. If approved, the program is expected to cost
$750,000 in the 2021 fiscal year, which begins Oct. 1. Mayor Buddy
Dyer said one of the goals for the upcoming budget is to “refocus
funding on our police department and expand our efforts to create racial
equity.”


“Davie police chief retires after facing scrutiny over alleged
remarks” via Eileen Kelley of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Davie’s
police chief, on leave, has announced his retirement — after he came
under investigation over remarks that officers say he made about the
COVID-19 death of an openly gay sheriff’s deputy. Dale Engle sent a
letter to the town of Davie last week informing town officials that he will
retire on Sept 3. Three months ago, Engle was placed on paid
administrative leave shortly after the state’s Fraternal Order of Police
filed a complaint against him. He will continue to collect a paycheck,
though won’t be working until his retirement date. Engle was accused of
saying a South Florida law enforcement officer died because of his
lifestyle. Engle told the Sun-Sentinel on Monday that he made no such
remark.


“USF launches half-million dollar program to fight racism in Tampa
Bay” via Lauren Coffey of the Tampa Bay Business Journal — The
University of South Florida is launching a half-million-dollar fund to find
solutions to fight racism within the region. The university announced



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-hy/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-hj/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-hj/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-ht/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-ht/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-hi/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-hi/





Monday a $500,000 fund was formed by the Office of the Provost and
USF Research and Innovation. The fund will invest in yearlong projects
from USF researchers, delving into the various factors that contribute to
economic disparity, police violence, social injustices and more.
Researchers will submit their proposals to the task force, which will look
for plans that include community-based projects and programs and
could also potentially receive grant funding from external sources like
federal agencies or private sector foundations.


“Why we will lowercase white” via John Daniszewski of The
Associated Press — There was a clear desire and reason to capitalize
Black. Most notably, people who are Black have strong historical and
cultural commonalities, even if they are from different parts of the world
and even if they now live in different parts of the world. That includes
the shared experience of discrimination due solely to the color of one’s
skin. There is, at this time, less support for capitalizing white. We are a
global news organization and in much of the world, there is
considerable disagreement, ambiguity and confusion about whom the
term includes. We agree that white people’s skin color plays into
systemic inequalities and injustices, and we want our journalism to
robustly explore those problems. But capitalizing the term white, as is
done by white supremacists, risks subtly conveying legitimacy to such
beliefs.
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“South Florida leaders call on Senate to approve HEROES Act” via
Spencer Fordin of Florida Politics — U.S. Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-
Powell convened a group of Miami-Dade political leaders and residents
on a conference call Monday in an effort to persuade Senators to pass
the HEROES Act. Mucarsel-Powell, who represents Florida’s 26th
Congressional District, said 22% of the workforce in Miami-Dade
County is relying on unemployment benefits. Federal assistance is set
to run out at the end of July, and Mucarsel-Powell wants the Senate to
pass some form of relief. “We need to extend federal support for those
who have lost their jobs through no fault of their own during this crisis,”
she said. “Five months into this pandemic, we’re still seeing
unemployment levels that are comparable to the Great Depression.


D.C. matters


  


“How Gov. DeSantis’ veto hurt Florida online higher education” via


Statewide
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Jessica Rowland Williams — The COVID-19 pandemic has compelled
higher education faculty in Florida to move their instruction online with
little to no preparation or guidance, and it remains highly uncertain
when the majority of campuses will be able to reopen safely at full
capacity for in-person instruction. This is why states should be
reevaluating their budgets to shift more resources into online learning.
Yet Gov. Ron DeSantis just vetoed the state’s entire budget of nearly
$30 million for the Complete Florida Plus Program, eliminating critical
online academic support services for colleges and universities and
threatening the online library database used by more than 100
students, faculty and staff.


“Florida CFO formally requests FDLE investigate Twitter security
breach” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — Less than 72 hours
after Twitter suffered a high-profile security breach, Chief Financial
Officer Jimmy Patronis has formally requested the Florida Department
of Law Enforcement to begin an investigation into the incident. In a
letter sent Monday to FDLE Commissioner Rick Swearingen, Patronis
cited his “fiduciary responsibility to taxpayers” and the state’s need to
understand potential economic threats as his motivations for the
request. “The attack represents a threat beyond that to all users’
privacy and data security, though those are credible threats given that
Florida is experiencing an ongoing fraud epidemic,” Patronis said. “This
coordinated attack threatens the underpinnings of how the State of
Florida shares important information about elections, disasters and
other emergencies, and consumer services. One tweet could cause
conflicts or send our state’s economy into a tailspin.”


Jimmy Patronis is asking the state of Florida to investigate the Twitter security
breach.


“'The journey I am on': Andrew Gillum reemerges after self-
imposed exile from public life” via Jeffrey Schweers of USA Today —
Gillum was back in public view Monday, taking to Instagram with an
11-minute video message for supporters that touched on his struggle
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with alcohol addiction and depression. "I am thankful to so many of you
who have wished me well during this especially challenging time," he
also wrote in a post. "I wanted to provide a personal update on how I
have been doing. Take good care of yourselves during this season and
I will see you on the other side. Warmest, Andrew." Gillum, also a
former Tallahassee mayor, said he went into rehab shortly after it was
reported that Miami Beach police found him in a hotel room in March
too intoxicated to speak coherently when they responded to a call about
an apparent drug overdose of another person in the room.


“Osceola County Commissioner posts bond after being charged
with impersonating officer” via Adam Poulisse of WFTV —
Commissioner Fred Hawkins has posted bond at Osceola County Jail
after being charged with impersonating a law enforcement officer. A
now-former community security guard was arrested in November for
allegedly shoving Hawkins. Charges against Ailyn DePena were later
dropped. Community members have raised questions about whether
Hawkins was within his rights to display a badge given to him as an
Osceola County Sheriff’s Office special deputy during the incident.


“Sebastian man accused of pouring ‘Stink Bait’ on clothes
belonging to juveniles” via Andy Hodges of Sebastian Daily — A man
was arrested Thursday after he allegedly poured urine on clothes
belonging to juveniles who were swimming at the watering hole near
Stonecrop Street in Sebastian. The juveniles contacted the Sebastian
Police Department and said the man poured something on their items
and then walked across the street to his residence, the affidavit said.
When questioned, the man told the youths he didn’t do anything before
walking away. Upon checking their clothing, the juveniles smelled a
strong odor similar to urine. “Officers conducted a check of the area
where the youth’s property was and detected a very strong pungent
odor similar to urine,” according to the affidavit.
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“Trump campaign shake-up continues with three senior staff hires”
via Alex Isenstadt of POLITICO — Trump’s newly appointed campaign
manager is making more changes to the reelection effort as it barrels
toward Election Day. Bill Stepien announced Monday that Justin
Clark would be serving as deputy campaign manager, Nick Trainer as
director of battleground strategy, and Matt Morgan as campaign
counsel. The moves are aimed at tightening the leadership structure of
a massive Trump political apparatus that stretches across 13
departments. Stepien, Clark, and Trainer have long been close. Clark,
who is moving into the position Stepien held before his promotion,
served with Stepien on the 2016 campaign and in the White House.
Trainer also worked under Stepien in the administration.


2020
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Donald Trump shakes up his campaign staff. Image via AP.


“Trump’s law-and-order message flops” via Aaron Blake of The
Washington Post — Trump has attempted to make this his calling card
in the race against former Vice President Biden, the presumptive
Democratic nominee. He has tweeted those words more than a dozen
times in recent weeks, and he seems to be trying to replicate President
Richard Nixon’s strategy from 1968. The problem is that it hasn’t taken
hold, according to multiple recent polls. Quite the opposite, in fact. The
most recent poll, which showed Biden leading by 15 points overall,
asked people which candidate they trust more on the issue of “crime
and safety.” Registered voters picked Biden by a nine-point margin, 50
percent to 41 percent.


“Joe Biden wants to be ‘simpatico’ with his running mate. Some
fear that rules out most Black women.” via Vanessa Williams and
Sean Sullivan of The Washington Post — Ask Biden what he’s looking
for in a vice president and he fondly describes his tenure as second-in-
command to former President Barack Obama. Their eight-year
relationship was one of trust, candor and respect, he says, a bond
forged as fellow senators and presidential campaign rivals-turned-
friends. As Biden told supporters recently, he wants someone who is
“simpatico with me, both in terms of personality as well as substance.” It
is in many ways a conventional standard recited by generations of
presidential candidates before him, with a premium usually placed on
deep Washington experience, particularly membership in the Senate or
leadership in the House, or executive experience at the state level.
Putting aside the old standards could prove especially challenging for
Biden, whose long Washington career means many of his deepest
political alliances are with people of similar backgrounds, mainly white
men.


  


“More than 1,000 businesses register as vendors for RNC in
Jacksonville” via Drew Dixon of Florida Politics — Despite reduced
crowd sizes and some shaky concerns about security at the Republican
National Convention scheduled to be held in Jacksonville, the host
committee is pointing out a flood of local businesses have registered to
service the event. More than 1,000 First Coast businesses have now
registered to be vendors connected to the RNC set to take place
between Aug. 24-27 in Jacksonville. The 2020 Host Committee actively
solicited local businesses to seek vendor agreements and registration
procedures shortly after the Republican Party announced in June the
majority of convention events would be moved from Charlotte, N.C. to
Jacksonville.


Convention countdown
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“‘I don’t have what I need to keep our community safe’ during
RNC, says Jacksonville Sheriff Williams” via Dan Scanlan and
Andrew Pantazi of The Florida Times-Union — The Jacksonville
Sheriff’s Office will be unable to keep the Republican National
Convention safe when it comes to the city next month, Sheriff Mike
Williams said in a frank interview with local news outlets Monday
afternoon. Right now, he says they only have “bits and pieces” of a plan
to handle the event. He said he’d been in touch with Mayor Lenny
Curry, a former Republican Party of Florida chairman who has been a
vocal advocate for bringing the convention here even as other cities’
leaders expressed concerns about the scale of a major political
convention that brings thousands of law enforcement, protesters,
delegates and dignitaries.


Jacksonville Sheriff Michael Williams believes he cannot provide security for the
RNC. Image via News4Jax.
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“Judson Sapp amends financial disclosures to show source of
campaign loans” via Scott Powers of Florida Politics — Sapp had
come under scrutiny after campaign reports showed he’d lent a quarter-
million dollars to his own campaign in March, while his personal
financial disclosures didn’t list any assets to show he had that sort of
money, to begin with. Since that report, a new set of campaign finance
reports show Sapp had made a second $250,000 personal loan to his
campaign, bringing his total contribution to $500,000. The amendment
shows an asset with the W.J. Sapp Trust, valued between $250,000-
$500,000. The amendment also discloses that he received between
$100,000 and $1 million in income from that asset in the period
between Jan. 1, 2019, and May 15, 2020.


More from the trail
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Judson Sapp filed an amended financial disclosure form showing that he did loan
money to his campaign.


“Six Democrats seek up-for-grabs Senate seat in jam-packed
South Florida primary” via Samantha J. Gross of the Miami Herald —
When voters in Senate District 35, which encompasses parts of
northern Miami-Dade and southern Broward counties fill out a mail
ballot or head to the polls on August 18, they will see a slate of familiar
candidates. The Democratic primary race to replace term-limited Sen.
Oscar Braynon has attracted no less than four Tallahassee veterans.
They all have established platforms, a base of voters, and experience
on the campaign trail. Whoever wins the primary will receive what is all
but a golden ticket to winning the general election come November. The
voters in District 35 are split essentially evenly between the two
counties. But of the six primary candidates, four are in Miami-Dade,
while state Rep. Shevrin Jones, is the lone Broward candidate who
has been active on the campaign trail.


— “Meet Phillip Snyder, an NPA candidate running for Senate
District 17” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


— “Former Lt. Governor nominee Chris King endorses Shevrin
Jones in SD 35” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


— “South Florida Police Benevolent Association backs Ana Maria
Rodriguez in SD 39” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


“Five candidates head toward primaries in a crowded race to
replace Ana Maria Rodriguez” via Samantha Gross of the Miami
Herald — District 105’s registered voters are nearly evenly split: about
32% Democrat, 32% Republican, and 35% No Party Affiliation,
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according to state records. The race has attracted two previously
unsuccessful state representative candidates who ran in 2018: leasing
agent Javier Estevez, a Democrat who nearly won the seat the last
time around, and Doral attorney Bibiana Potestad, a Republican who
ran in House District 119 and lost in the Republican primary to Juan
Fernandez-Barquin. She now lives in District 105. Also running in the
Democratic primary is immigration attorney Maureen Porras. The
Republican primary will include Potestad, Sweetwater Commissioner
David Borrero and mental health counselor Pedro Barrios.


— “Florida doctors backing Michelle Salzman for House District 1”
via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics


— “Allison Tant spends $60K in latest report, raising the bar for HD
9” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics


— “Kayser Enneking leads Chuck Clemons in HD 21 fundraising”
via Drew Wilson of Florida Politics


— “Bob Cortes touts straw poll wins in HD 30” via Drew Wilson of
Florida Politics


— “House District 47: Republicans Jeremy Sisson, Kevin Morenski
seek party’s bid to take on Anna Eskamani” via Ryan Gillespie of the
Orlando Sentinel


— “Andrew Learned dominates fundraising in HD 59” via Kelly
Hayes of Florida Politics


— “Ray Rodrigues endorses Mike Giallombardo in HD 77” via Jacob
Ogles of Florida Politics


“Police Benevolent Association revokes Michael Weinstein
endorsement in HD 81 race” via Wendy Rhodes of The Palm Beach
Post — On Friday, the Palm Beach County Police Benevolent
Association revoked its endorsement of Weinstein in the Democratic
primary for Florida House District 81. The move followed comments
Weinstein made to the Sun-Sentinel in a questionnaire published online
June 26, said Palm Beach County PBA President John Kazanjian. The
problem? Weinstein’s written response to a question about what
changes are needed to laws that govern criminal justice in Florida in
light of the Floyd protests.


— “Rick Kozell adds more than $10K, maintains hefty cash lead in
HD 82” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


— “Florida doctors backing Adam Botana for state House” via
Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics


— “Kelly Skidmore edges Michael Weinstein in latest HD 81
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fundraising reports” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics


  


“Daniella Levine Cava promises ‘reform’ in new Miami-Dade
mayoral race TV spot” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Levine
Cava is releasing her sixth TV ad in her run for Miami-Dade County
Mayor, titled “Reform.” The $260,000 ad buy highlights several recent
endorsements from various labor groups. “Daniella Levine Cava, an
ethical leader with the vision to deliver results,” the ad’s narrator begins
in a 15-second version. “Our doctors, nurses and working families
endorsed Daniella because she will reform county government.” Levine
Cava then closes out the ad. “My fight for a better future has always
been about you and your families,” she says. A 30-second version of
the spot is also running and will air on broadcast and cable networks in
the county.


Daniella Levine Cava vows to bring reform to Miami-Dade.


“Elaine Bryant, Jack Porter appear locked in close contest for City
Commission Seat 1” via Jeff Burlew of the Tallahassee Democrat —
The contest for City Commission Seat 1 has become one of the most
closely watched in town, with the top candidates turning up the heat on
their campaigns at the same time mail-in voting has begun in the
August primary. Neither of the top two candidates, City Commissioner
Bryant and Porter, are major household names, necessarily. And
neither have appeared on ballots before. With myriad coronavirus-
related uncertainties in the mix, it’s anyone’s guess who might pull off
the win. “There are a lot of ‘X’ factors that could change this by a couple
of percentage points — and that could be the difference,” said Matt
Isbell, owner of MCI maps and a Democratic consultant. “I think it’s
going to be close.”


Down ballot



https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-br/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-by/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-by/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-bj/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-bt/

https://schorsch.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xkikiyd-edrdjlhjd-bt/





  


“Why has the Florida Legislature given up its duties?” via Ben
Diamond for the Tampa Bay Times — Is it possible to be unsurprised
yet shocked at the same time? As a member of the House
Appropriations Committee, that’s how I felt when DeSantis decided this
month that he could unilaterally spend public funds without legislative
authorization. The unsurprising part was the Governor’s position, which
is entirely consistent with the Trump successor audition he has been
performing since COVID-19 began. What’s shocking to me is the fact
that the Speaker of the Florida House, the President of the Senate, and
other Republican legislators acquiesced to this usurpation of legislative
authority.


Top opinion


  


“Biden’s economic plan cedes too much to Trump” via the editorial
board of Bloomberg — Biden has been laying out additions to the


Opinions
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economic plan he’ll offer to the country in November. One set of
proposals looks at new public spending, jobs and manufacturing with a
focus on “Made in America.” This includes some smart measures and,
so far, the fiscal arithmetic looks measured and responsible. The
encompassing economic message, though, is wrong. In effect, Biden is
surrendering to the man he wants to replace. His pitch tells voters
Trump’s “America First” economic populism is sound in principle, only
lacking in execution. Perhaps this appr.oach has political appeal, but
that doesn’t make it right. The U.S. economy doesn’t need a more
effective Trump. It needs a forthright anti-Trump.


“You have no constitutional right to go mask-free in a pandemic”
via Steve Geller for the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — I keep hearing
people say that they have a constitutional right not to wear a mask
during the COVID-19 pandemic. They’re wrong. For reasons ranging
from partisan politics to obstinacy, many people nonetheless refuse to
wear masks. They claim a fictitious constitutional right not to wear
masks. People have indicated that the Constitution guarantees the right
to “Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” Wrong document. That’s
the Declaration of Independence. Governments have extremely broad
“police powers” to protect the public, especially during pandemics. As
the U.S. Supreme Court said in Jacobson v Massachusetts, “[A]
community has the right to protect itself against an epidemic of disease
which threatens the safety of its members.”


“NFL should delay start of season until league — and country —
gets better handle on COVID-19” via Kent Somers of USA Today —
The NFL’s preferred management style is to never make a decision
before it has to. But with the scheduled openings of training camps
upon us, that time has arrived. Does it make sense to try to start a
football season with cases of COVID-19 surging in the United States,
including in NFL cities such as Miami, Houston, Los Angeles, and until
the last week or so, Phoenix? To me, the answer is clear. No. Delay the
start a month or so. Wait to see if Americans heed encouragement and
directives to wear masks, which the head of the CDC said could allow
us to get the virus under control in four to eight weeks. And it’s
becoming increasingly clear that the NFL isn’t ready to open camps in a
way that’s safe for players, coaches, team employees and their
families.
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Florida is now facing a lawsuit over the reopening of public schools.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— The Florida Education Association says no one should be forced to
return to schools until the COVID-19 crisis is under control. And it’s not.
The state reported 92 new fatalities Monday, as well as more than
10,000 newly confirmed cases of coronavirus.


— Gov. DeSantis travels to Orlando to ask COVID-19 survivors to
donate blood that can be used to treat other victims. Once again,
protesters confronted the Governor and interrupted his spiel.


— If you listen closely, you can hear the protesters say, “shame on you”
and “you’re lying to the public.” This is the second time in eight days
protesters heckled DeSantis at a news conference — and both
happened on a Monday.


Today's Sunrise
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— A group representing nursing homes and senior care facilities says
the COVID-19 crisis has them hurtling toward a financial cliff; they’re
calling on Congress for a bailout.


— An in-depth look at the settlement between the state and a coalition
of liberal voting-rights groups trying to force Florida to make it easier to
vote-by-mail during the COVID-19 crisis.


— Also, a Florida Man went to jail for stealing $2 million from a small
school district in Texas.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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  Aloe
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“Anthony Fauci to throw out first pitch at Washington Nationals'
Opening Day” via Rashaan Ayesh of Axios — The Washington
Nationals announced Monday that Fauci, director of the National
Institute for Allergy and Infectious Diseases, will be throwing out the
ceremonial first pitch on Opening Day on July 23. Fauci, who the team
called a "Nats superfan," is the nation's top infectious diseases expert
and has been one of the most trusted voices in America during the
coronavirus pandemic. He has recently faced attacks from members of
the Trump administration who have sought to discredit him.


A self-described ‘superfan,’ Dr. Anthony Fauci will throw out the first pitch at the
Washington Nationals opening home game.


The only story that matters — “Christopher Nolan film pulled from
Warner Bros release calendar indefinitely” via Jacob Stolworthy of
the Independent — Warner Bros has delayed the release of Tenet
indefinitely meaning it is now unclear when the film will be released.
The new Nolan film had originally kept its release date of 17 July,
despite being unclear whether cinemas would reopen in time. As
lockdown guidelines were eased, though, it seemed that Tenet would
be the first new film released in cinemas following the pandemic.
However, due to health and safety concerns, the film was pushed back
by a fortnight, and then a further two weeks to 12 August. It has now
been pulled from Warner Bros’ schedule altogether, with the studio
hinting that the film will be released on different days around the world
before the year is out.


“Streaming app that brings in local TV channels without cable,
satellite or antenna debuting in South Florida” via Ron Hurtibise of
the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — Ready to cut the cord but not willing
to hassle with an antenna to bring in dozens of available over-the-air TV
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channels from transmitters in either Miami or West Palm Beach?
Locast, a streaming app, might be the solution for you. The nonprofit
service will be live in South Florida on Tuesday morning. Users will be
able to access livestreams of channels serving their respective Miami or
West Palm Beach media markets on smartphones, tablets, or any TV
connected to the internet. All viewers will get local affiliates of all four
broadcast networks — NBC, ABC, CBS, and Fox — plus PBS. While
Locast touts its “free” service, it will actually cost you $5 a month to get
uninterrupted viewing.


“Chick-fil-A Kickoff doing everything it can to keep FSU-West
Virginia on docket” via Curt Weiler of the Naples Daily News — It
remains uncertain how and when the upcoming college football season
will be played. Concerns over the coronavirus pandemic have caused
some conferences to move to conference-only schedules, while a
growing number of FCS and lower-division conferences have canceled
their fall sports seasons. One of the casualties should the entirety of
college football go to a limited schedule in some capacity this season
could be the Chick-fil-A Kickoff Games and other neutral-site season
openers. Florida State is set to open its 2020 season in the first of three
Chick-fil-A Kickoff Games over a week's time Sept. 5 vs West Virginia
at Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta.


  


Celebrating today are Sen. Gayle Harrell and Thomas Hobbs.


Happy birthday
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From: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida
To: dldohchdadministrators_directors@flhealth.gov
Subject: The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
Date: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 8:37:18 PM
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 2, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – The State of Florida is responding to COVID-19. In an effort to keep Florida residents and visitors safe and aware regarding
the status of the virus, the Florida Department of Health will continue to issue this update every day through Phase 1 of Florida’s reopening plan.
Once the state moves into Phase 2, DOH will provide this update once per week. However, DOH will continue to update the COVID-19 dashboard
and post the state report daily.


Governor Ron DeSantis is in constant communication with Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz and State Surgeon
General Dr. Scott Rivkees as the State of Florida continues to monitor and respond to the threat of COVID-19.


Recent actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


To date, the Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) has provided more than 576,000 meals to older adults through the Restaurant
Initiative partnership with the Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association since its inception.
Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a Virtual Trade Shows Grant Program to allow companies to identify international clients and
generate new export opportunities. Traditional international trade shows are being temporarily replaced by virtual events to promote safe
worldwide business opportunities. For more information, please contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
Approximately 2,113 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 310,218 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
Beginning tomorrow, 23 of 24 of CareerSource Florida’s local workforce development board partners will be open by appointment to assist job
seekers and businesses with employment needs, especially those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic.


CareerSource South Florida will open as soon as possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety
protocol training to protect customers and employees.


Since March 1, CareerSource Florida has assisted the following individuals:
More than 339,000 job seekers served
More than 15,150 job seekers placed in employment
More than 1,465 job seekers enrolled in training
More than 19,600 businesses served
More than 59,730 new jobs posted


FDOT is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86. To date, more
than 55,700 traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 60,100 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.


Additional actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH


The Florida Department of Health (DOH) announced that antibody COVID-19 test results data is now available. This report will be provided
once a week and contains county, race and lab information on antibody COVID-19 tests conducted in Florida. That report is available here. 
To date, DOH has reported more than 1,000 contact tracers who are assisting with COVID-19 efforts across the state.
DOH announced that the list of long-term care facilities in Florida associated with COVID-19 cases will now include active cases in each facility
in order to provide real-time data. The list of long-term care facilities with active COVID-19 cases is available here. 
DOH is providing a report detailing surveillance data for every Florida county. Previously, this information was only available for select
communities. The surveillance data report is available here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a Public Health Emergency for COVID-19 in Florida.
DOH established a public call center for questions regarding COVID-19. The call center launched Monday, March 2, and is open 24/7.
DOH established mechanisms for monitoring and coordination with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding
epidemiological activities.
DOH distributed CDC Interim Guidance for public health personnel evaluating Persons Under Investigation (PUI) and asymptomatic close
contacts of confirmed cases at their home or non-home residential settings to CHDs.
DOH approved and disseminated an updated Clinician Screening Tool for identifying COVID-19 PUIs.
DOH implemented testing at all three State Public Health Laboratories and distributed updated laboratory guidance regarding implementation
of testing at State Public Health Laboratories.
DOH has worked to implement additional private lab testing.
DOH has developed and disseminated pandemic planning guidance. 
Advised CHDs and HCCs to retain expired personal protective equipment until further notice.
DOH is continuing support for long-term care facilities with REST teams. DOH strike teams have completed assessments for 3,874 long term
care facilities to determine immediate unmet needs and promote appropriate infection control practices.
DOH strike teams are continuing to respond to long term care facilities with COVID-19 positive patients.
In an effort to increase testing, Governor DeSantis has directed Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees on an emergency temporary basis to allow
licensed pharmacists in Florida to order and administer COVID-19 tests.
DOH is working with Florida’s Board of Pharmacy and Florida’s Department of Business and Professional Regulation on mobile pharmacy



mailto:FLSERT@public.govdelivery.com

mailto:dldohchdadministrators_directors@flhealth.gov

mailto:ESF14@em.myflorida.com

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDMuMjIzNjU1OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5lbnRlcnByaXNlZmxvcmlkYS5jb20vbmV3cy9lbnRlcnByaXNlLWZsb3JpZGEtdG8tYXdhcmQtdHJhZGUtZ3JhbnRzLWZvci12aXJ0dWFsLWludGVybmF0aW9uYWwtdHJhZGUtc2hvd3MvIn0.P2t8KurNpFL-Kq-sY7_m3-tFiCWwA7r2WWl22XUJaWU/br/79380085911-l

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDMuMjIzNjU1OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5lbnRlcnByaXNlZmxvcmlkYS5jb20vc2VydmljZXMvZXhwb3J0LWZyb20tZmxvcmlkYS90cmFkZWdyYW50cy92aXJ0dWFsLXRyYWRlLXNob3ctZ3JhbnRzLyJ9.3GLG8Bafaaesh4JArBBVS4mcnHL3xMSkKYi18B-5Gz4/br/79380085911-l

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..WJb_KJV0xTBrADY_GQ5tHOIsrc19SSNWzm-Rayv6KEk%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7Ckkeenan%40enterpriseflorida.com%7C64ec230b5b924f4ba8fa08d807080e2d%7C8310dbd935bb4e228978e59703aec4bb%7C0%7C0%7C637267078460545832&sdata=xAsL%2FbH04sI1aLaSVQmW93YtUktzA5NVhE6yEMZ9zTc%3D&reserved=0

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDMuMjIzNjU1OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3cxMS5kb2guc3RhdGUuZmwudXMvY29tbS9fcGFydG5lcnMvYWN0aW9uL3JlcG9ydF9hcmNoaXZlL3Nlcm9sb2d5L3Nlcm9sb2d5XzIwMjAwNTI5LnBkZiJ9.LtpDrolvD-6vzOZsDUqmEPGWWNwc9nYkZP0WKLN9LEU/br/79380085911-l

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..WWpVQ8LyAHrpM00E-rlJcjfk7xGrx7g02pUwtOEgDNY%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057064845&sdata=wfyqNcNaNLLcooRIKZmHf76pbVnQmEuqxux%2BfiHDRE4%3D&reserved=0

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..KGMGNZzb-K3Lbe0OP4e6LnVr47e9Me2QycEx6fNOM_Y%2Fbr%2F78549257321-l&data=02%7C01%7CNatalie.McElwee%40dot.state.fl.us%7C057efbb8343e45b6173b08d7faa75d5f%7Cdb21de5dbc9c420c8f3f8f08f85b5ada%7C0%7C0%7C637253469057074806&sdata=K%2BLrb%2BpMtTfBWxH%2BEkvUElICyzas%2Fgifub6kOKn8Rxs%3D&reserved=0





compliance guidance.


FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


The Division presented the 2020 Statewide Emergency Shelter Plan at the Florida Cabinet. The 2020 Statewide Emergency Shelter Plan was
approved and is available to view here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, the state has established 15 drive-thru and 16 walk-up testing sites across the state, with more coming
online. More than 230,000 people have been tested at these sites. Floridians can find a site near them here.
The state has deployed antibody testing for first responders to five drive-thru sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval
counties. The sites with antibody tests are:


 FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches
Hard Rock Stadium
Miami Beach Convention Center
Orange County Convention Center
TIAA Bank Field Lot J


To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:
More than 27.5 million masks
More than 11 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 700 thousand gowns
91 thousand goggles
Nearly 52 thousand coveralls


For long-term care facilities alone, the Division has sent:
More than 10 million masks
1 million gloves
More than 500,000 face shields
160,000 gowns


The Florida Division of Emergency Management has launched a website to track the mobile lab that is testing long-term care facilities across
the state. The website is available here.
Find more information on DEM’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 1,400 onsite visits to facilities and nearly 14,500 telephone
calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
AHCA issued Emergency Order NO. 20-003 providing financial relief to nursing homes and Intermediate Care Facilities during the state’s
public health emergency. The emergency order extends the deadlines for March and April 2020 Quality Assessment payments until June 15,
2020 for Intermediate Care Facilities, and June 20, 2020 for nursing homes.
AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-2 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-3. These rules require nursing homes and assisted living facilities
to grant access to the Florida Department of Health or their authorized representative for the purpose infection prevention and control, including
mandated COVID-19 testing of both on-duty and off-duty staff when arranged by the Department.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-1 requiring hospitals to test all patients for COVID-19,
regardless of symptoms, prior to discharge to long-term care facilities.
AHCA sent out an email to nursing homes requiring the transfer of residents with verified or suspected cases if they cannot be appropriately
isolated and adhere to the CDC recommendations for COVID-19 response.
AHCA issued a provider alert announcing additional flexibilities within the Medicaid program made at the direction of Governor DeSantis.
Authorization requirements and services limits for medically necessary behavioral health care for are now waived.
AHCA created a new temporary Personal Care Attendant program to help long-term care facilities fill staffing shortages. The program provides
an 8-hour training on assisting with direct care so that personal care attendants can temporarily perform additional duties.
AHCA has been working with the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to ensure current Medicaid recipients maintain benefits during
the state of emergency. Medicaid application deadlines have also been extended.
Find more information on AHCA’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION


DPBR has distributed Additional Information for Barbershops and Cosmetology Salons Pursuant to Executive Order 20-120 and FAQs for
Executive Order 20-120 – Expanding Phase 1: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery to provide additional information and
guidelines for barbershops, cosmetology salons, and cosmetology specialty salons.
Find more information on DBPR’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES


Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which will automatically
issue benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school
meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
As part of her Hope for Healing Florida initiative, First Lady Casey DeSantis recently announced that the Department of Children and Families
(DCF) will be receiving a $1.9 million emergency grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, which will
provide crisis counseling and other mental health support for Floridians impacted by COVID-19.
Per DCF’s request, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Florida’s waiver to permit the state to launch a pilot project
that allows families to purchase groceries online with their Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card beginning April 21, 2020.
Under Governor DeSantis’ direction, DCF has temporarily increased Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients’ benefit
amount to the maximum monthly allotment based on household size through May 2020.
DCF worked with the Department of Health (DOH) to develop precautionary protocols for child welfare professionals and adult protective
investigators who may have to make in-person visits to ensure the safety of those vulnerable populations.
Find more information on DCF’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS


The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) has distributed cloth face coverings to all correctional officers and inmates at correctional
institutions statewide.
FDC is closely aligned with the CDC Interim Guidance on Management of COVID-19 in Correctional and Detention Facilities.
New inmate commitments from county jails undergo additional screening and 14-day quarantine before placement within the general
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population.
FDC has suspended visitation and volunteer programs at all correctional institutions statewide.
Find more information on FDC’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY


Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through June 13, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
To comply with federal law, weeks beginning May 10, 2020, claimants for all Reemployment Assistance programs, including state
Reemployment Assistance, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, will be required to
return to the CONNECT system every two weeks to request their benefits or “claim their weeks.” In doing so, claimants will confirm that they
are still unemployed and acknowledge that they are able and available for work should it be offered. For more information, click here. If
claimants, currently receiving Reemployment Assistance benefits, no longer wish to receive benefits, they do not need to claim their weeks, as
payments will stop processing if weeks stop being claimed.
DEO, in partnership with the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, launched a website to verify the identity of claimants
who have been locked out of their CONNECT account, the online system for processing Reemployment Assistance claims. Individuals who
were locked out of their CONNECT account have been notified and provided a direct link to verify their information so they can access their
account.
DEO is administering the Federal Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program. The program is offered by the federal CARES
Act and provides up to 13 weeks of benefits to a claimant who has exhausted Reemployment Assistance. For more information, please click
here.
The Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program that provides unemployment benefits to those that may not otherwise be
eligible under Florida’s state Reemployment Assistance program is available. Eligibility includes independent contractors, gig workers and
individuals who are self-employed. Working Floridians who have been impacted by COVID-19 and believe they may be eligible for Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance, can visit FloridaJobs.org and select "File a Claim" to apply and be considered for PUA. Individuals may also call 1-
833-FL-Apply (1-833-352-7759) for any questions they may have.
DEO continues to provide updates on the efforts made to address the challenges to Florida’s Reemployment Assistance program in response
to COVID-19. This includes a new State Reemployment Assistance Claims Dashboard that is updated daily to reflect the total number of
Reemployment Assistance Claims submitted, verified, processed and paid.
DEO announced more than 1,000 small businesses have been awarded more than $49 million from the Florida Small Emergency Bridge Loan
program. 
The Business Damage Assessment survey is activated and continues to accept surveys to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local
business operations and determine the appropriate actions for recovery. Click here to access the survey.
Find more information on DEO’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


On May 13, 2020, Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-EO-02 that:
Extends Professional and Temporary Educator Certificates expiring on June 30, 2020 to December 31, 2020.
Suspends the requirement for school districts to conduct annual evaluations for teachers and administrators for the 2019-20 school year;
Extends deadlines for English Language Learners to exit ESOL programs and suspends date of providing or extending services until
schools re-open;
Suspends requirement for districts to determine how to meet differentiated pay requirements for teachers on the performance pay
schedule;
Suspends testing requirement to student eligibility into college-credit dual enrollment courses;
Extends deadlines related to Individual Educational Plans;  
Extends deadlines for provisional and annual licenses issued by the Commission for Independent Education; and
Allows remote assessment for determining eligibility and priority for Vocational Rehabilitation services.


The Department of Education’s (DOE) Office of Early Learning, in coordination with local early learning coalitions, has prioritized and increased
access to childcare services for first responders and health care professionals by creating an expedited referral process to swiftly provide
priority access.
Florida College System institutions and private institutions across the state have donated more than 130 ventilators typically used in medical
training programs to local hospitals, community medical centers and other facilities.
Since April 1, 2020, when DOE announced the waiver of certification exam fees, more than 31,000 educators have signed up to take the
Florida Teacher Certification Examination using the waiver. This translates into over 62,000 actual exam registrations for a savings value of
more than $8 million for Florida educators.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran announced that 32,614 laptop computers are being distributed to 34
mostly small, rural school districts throughout Florida and the Florida A&M University Developmental Research School.
DOE has delayed the deadline for teacher certification requirements and offered a fee waiver for testing. More than 22,000 teachers have
taken advantage of the fee waiver so far.
The Florida Virtual School has created the Online Learning Community with engaging and informative content for teachers and parents of K-12
students.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Commissioner of Education Richard Corcoran recommended that all Florida public and private K-12 schools
continue distance learning and keep school campuses closed through June 3, the remainder of the 2019-2020 academic year. DOE has
compiled dozens of free distance learning resources on its emergency response page. 
Find more information on DOE’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ELDER AFFAIRS


To date, the Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) has provided more than 576,000 meals to older adults through the Restaurant
Initiative partnership with the Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association since its inception.
DOEA provided technical assistance to AAAs regarding shopping assistance, meals, service delivery, telephone reassurance, and the
Restaurant Meal Initiative.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) issued Emergency Order 20-01
pertaining to in-person guardian visitation requirements where COVID-19 response and mitigation measures prevent such visits.
DOEA issued Guidance in furtherance of Order 20-01 for Public and Professional Guardians to remain in compliance with Florida Statute
744.361(14).
DOEA has created a dedicated webpage to provide resources on COVID-19 including: tips for caregivers, information on closures of senior
centers and adult day care centers, and alternative services for congregate meal sites.
Find more information on DOEA’s COVID-19 response here.
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ENTERPRISE FLORIDA


Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a Virtual Trade Shows Grant Program to allow companies to identify international clients and
generate new export opportunities. Traditional international trade shows are being temporarily replaced by virtual events to promote safe
worldwide business opportunities. For more information, please contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI created a virtual trade grant program to help Florida companies do business overseas as international travel is restricted. Businesses
interested in learning more about the new Virtual Business Matchmaking service should contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI conducted regional calls with stakeholders across the state to identify ideas for long-range economic recovery.
EFI suspended initial fees for its Microfinance Loan Guarantee Program to support Florida’s small business community impacted by COVID-19.
Interested businesses must apply through a local lender. For further information please contact your lender or visit Enterprise Florida’s website.
See resources compiled by EFI for businesses impacted by COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION


As part of its phased reopening, Florida State Parks is offering limited camping availability for guests. For the protection of both staff and
visitors, camping will not be available at all parks and cabins will remain closed. Additional safety measures such as reduced visitor density
may also be in place.
To date, 90 percent of Florida State Parks have been partially opened. To continue social distancing and mitigate the spread of COVID-19,
each open park has unique procedures in place. See the latest park and trail information here.
Areas of Florida State Parks managed by the Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection (ORCP) have been partially reopened, including
remote access trails, beaches, and boat ramps at the Research Reserves. Islands, beaches, and submerged lands within the Aquatic
Preserves are being re-opened in accordance with local ordinances. See current information on ORCP-managed lands here.
Find more information on DEP’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL REGULATION


The Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) issued Emergency Order 2020-03 temporarily expanding the motor vehicle retail installment initial
payment rule.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-02 extending certain filing deadlines for Florida’s financial services providers.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-01 extending certain renewal deadlines for money services businesses. 
OFR provided guidance for consumer finance businesses and professionals.
OFR provided guidance and an operational update for Florida’s securities businesses and professionals.
OFR provided informational guidance and an update to Florida’s financial institutions.
OFR created helpful resource lists for businesses and individuals to contact their financial services providers:


Florida Financial Institution Resource List
Top 40 Mortgage Servicers Resource List
Additional Financial Information and Resources List


Find more information on OFR’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES


The Florida Highway Patrol is assisting with the implementation and enforcement of Executive Order 20-86 at the direction of Governor
DeSantis.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, FLHSMV Executive Director Rhodes has waived commercial truck hours of
service regulations and other related regulations so that emergency supplies, equipment, commodities and resources can be moved more
quickly and efficiently throughout the state.
Find more information on FLHSMV’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF INSURANCE REGULATION


As part of its ongoing effort to keep policyholders informed, OIR published a list of resources to connect Florida policyholders with assistance
being offered by insurers in response to COVID-19.
The Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-06M providing guidance on the use of technology to help
combat the spread of COVID-19, including encouraging insurers to broaden access to care for telehealth services, and requesting Pharmacy
Benefit Managers to transition to an electronic audit process in order to avoid unnecessary risk and maintain social distancing.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-05M reminding insurers of applicable statutes regarding workers’ compensation insurance.
Workers’ compensation insurers are expected to comply with all of the provisions of Florida’s Workers’ Compensation Law.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-03M directing all insurers and other entities regulated by OIR to review and update their
business continuity and/or continuity of operations plans. Companies are directed to immediately contact OIR if their continuity plans are
activated and/or if business operations become compromised so it can work with insurers to avoid any disruption in consumer services.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-04M providing general guidance on the treatment of policyholders as part of the state’s
ongoing efforts to protect Floridians.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-02M as a reminder to all health insurers, health maintenance organizations, and other health
entities to allow for early prescription refills.
Find more information on OIR’s COVID-19 response here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE


The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) has instituted additional screening measures for essential personnel and vendors within juvenile
facilities.
Find more information on DJJ’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) is disseminating information on the hiring of former first responders to assist Florida
Division of Emergency Management field operations.
FDLE continues to work with DBPR on the process for enforcing the 50% seating capacity limit for the re-opening of restaurants, as well as
establishing DBPR points of contacts for fielding complaints about violations.
FDLE is working with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association on traffic assistance at testing/collection sites
statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association to monitor law enforcement staffing
impacts and staffing needs due to COVID-19.
FDLE and FHP continue to facilitate the escort of testing collection kits statewide.
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FDLE continues to work with the Florida Sheriffs Association and Florida Police Chiefs Association to provide support to FHP at I-10 and I-95
checkpoints.
FDLE continues to work with ESF-16 partners on airport screening missions.
Find more information on FDLE’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA LOTTERY


Effective March 23, Florida Lottery Headquarters and district offices are closed to the public until further notice.  
Find more information on the Florida Lottery’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES


The Department of Management Services (DMS) launched a dedicated telework page with resources and tutorials for employees and
employers operating in a remote work environment.
At the Governor’s direction, DMS Secretary Jonathan Satter issued an emergency order to ensure federal benefits granted through The
Families First Coronavirus Response Act are available to employees.
As directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to expand covered
telehealth benefits at no additional employee cost.
Also directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to cover immunizations at
participating in-network retail pharmacies at no cost to the member during this public health emergency.
Find more information on DMS’ COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS


Approximately 2,113 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 310,218 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FLNG continues to support the state's COVID-19 response through augmentation to airport screening measures, statewide logistics support,
coordination, planning and operational mission sets.
Find more information on DMA’s response to COVID-19 here.


AGENCY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES


The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) sent out a Guidance Booklet to Providers and Waiver Support Coordinators recently to outline
waiver changes and flexibilities as a result of COVID-19. It also included information on infection control measures and recommended actions
when faced with various scenarios.
APD is distributing washable face masks donated by The Family Care Council to providers and customers living in APD group homes.
APD issued Emergency Order 20-03, which temporarily suspends face to face visits to administer the Questionnaire for Situational Information
to determine the level of need of APD customers.
Find more information on APD’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE


The Department of Revenue (DOR) has issued an emergency order extending certain corporate income tax (CIT) due dates. For corporations
with a fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2019, the due date for Florida CIT payments is extended to June 1, 2020. For corporations with fiscal years
ending Dec. 31, 2019, Jan. 31, 2020, or Feb. 29, 2020, the due date for Florida CIT returns is extended to August 3, 2020. The due dates for
Florida CIT payments for corporations with fiscal years ending Jan. 31 or Feb. 29, 2020, remain June 1, 2020 and July 1, 2020, respectively.
DOR has created a dedicated webpage for child support customers who have questions about the child support offset for Economic Impact
Payments under the CARES Act. Under federal law, these payments are subject to federal offset for persons who owe past-due support.
DOR has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for tax-related questions and information.
The department also has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for child support customers and alternative options for handling many child support
case activities without visiting an office.
Find more information on DOR’s response to COVID-19 here.


CAREERSOURCE FLORIDA


Beginning tomorrow, 23 of 24 of CareerSource Florida’s local workforce development board partners will be open by appointment to assist job
seekers and businesses with employment needs, especially those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic.


CareerSource South Florida will open as soon as possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety
protocol training to protect customers and employees.


The CareerSource Florida network has continued to provide employment and business services virtually, via telephone, by email and by
appointment in some locations throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since March 1, CareerSource Florida has assisted the following individuals:


More than 339,000 job seekers served
More than 15,150 job seekers placed in employment
More than 1,465 job seekers enrolled in training
More than 19,600 businesses served
More than 59,730 new jobs posted


The state workforce board and all 24 local workforce development boards are assisting with CONNECT PIN resets and processing
applications.
Florida’s local workforce development boards are working with community partners, libraries, local legislators and other organizations for
additional Reemployment Assistance application distribution.
CareerSource Florida has launched an integrated public and business outreach campaign, Help is Here, a comprehensive resource for
employment and business services.
For a list of Florida’s local workforce development boards and their contact information, please click here.


STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF FLORIDA


The State University System Task Force has been working to issue guidance for reopening university campuses in the fall. Board of Governors’
chair Syd Kitson directed State University System Chancellor, Marshall Criser III, to develop guidelines presented to the Board of Governors at
a public meeting on May 28, 2020. Universities will then present their individual plans based on these guidelines to the Board of Governors at a
board meeting on June 23, 2020.
Find more information on SUS’ response to COVID-19 here.
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-97, delaying elections in Pasco County at the request of Pasco County Supervisor of
Elections Brian Corley.
On April 6, Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee announced the issuance of an emergency order and emergency rules to extend annual report filing
deadlines for business entities, as well as outline changes to the candidate petition and candidate qualifying processes.
Find more information on the Florida Department of State’s Response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


Governor DeSantis and the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Secretary Thibault announced the opening of five new Interstate 4 (I-
4)/State Road (S.R.) 408 flyover ramps. This work was completed more than three months ahead of schedule and increases safety and
mobility in the heart of Florida.
Due to continued lower traffic volumes as a result of COVID-19, FDOT expedited more than 40 additional critical transportation projects by at
least 650 total contract days, while also providing essential jobs to Floridians. Find more information about FDOT’s accelerated projects here.
FDOT Secretary Thibault and staff joined the Florida Trucking Association and the Florida Highway Patrol to hand out 500 meals to Florida’s
truck drivers.
FDOT is leading the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86. To date, more
than 55,700 traveler forms have been collected at the I-10 and I-95 checkpoints.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 60,100 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
FDOT continues to coordinate with seaports across the state to monitor port activity.
Find more information on FDOT’s response to COVID-19 here.  


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA) has restricted visitor access to its state veterans’ homes until further notice, with the
exception of essential visitors. In addition, admissions in our network of state veterans’ homes are temporarily suspended.
Veterans who are concerned they may have symptoms of COVID-19, flu or cold should call the VISN 8 Clinical Contact Center toll free at (877)
741-3400 before coming to a VA facility. Clinicians are available to provide 24/7 virtual care and support, including nurse advice and triage.
To contact a teleworking FDVA Veterans’ Claims Examiner, call (727) 319-7440 or email VSO@fdva.state.fl.us.
Find more information on FDVA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION


The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) continues to be in close communication with the Governor’s Office, the Florida
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the most recent COVID-19 status and guidance.
Find more information on FWC’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION


The Florida Housing Finance Corporation (Florida Housing) issued an Emergency Rule to property owners and managers to suspend rent
increases during this public health emergency on properties funded by Florida Housing. Those who choose to implement rent increases that
impact residents during this global pandemic could result in consequences for future funding opportunities with Florida Housing.
As Florida Housing continues to be committed to the health and well-being of all Floridians, we have compiled a list of resources with relevant
information for homeowners, residents, developers, apartment owners, management companies, participating lenders, Realtors and SHIP
administrators regarding COVID-19.
Find more information on Florida Housing’s response to COVID-19 here.


VISIT FLORIDA


VISIT FLORIDA’s four welcome centers are closed until further notice. VISIT FLORIDA welcome center staff members have been trained to
provide customer service support for the Department of Economic Opportunity and are assisting with the influx of inquiries and calls from
impacted businesses and workers throughout the state.
Find more information on VISIT FLORIDA’s response to COVID-19 here.


VOLUNTEER FLORIDA


Volunteer Florida announced the availability of $300,000 in AmeriCorps Planning Grants to support organizations interested in implementing an
AmeriCorps program that addresses a critical community need caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Organizations interested in applying for
this planning grant should respond to the notice of funding by Thursday, June 18 at 5 pm (ET).
As the lead agency for volunteerism and service, Volunteer Florida is working to support voluntary organizations across the state and nation by
sharing resources, surveying needs and requesting that continuity of operations plans be created to avoid any service delivery disruption.
Find more information on Volunteer Florida’s response to COVID-19 here. 
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From: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT on behalf of City of Jacksonville EOC Situation Unit
To: COJ_EOC_SITUNIT@LIST.COJ.NET
Subject: COVID-19 - Situation Report #178 20200626 [1400] + Community Lifeline Status Report
Date: Friday, June 26, 2020 2:09:01 PM
Attachments: COVID-19 - Situation Report #178 20200626 [1400].pdf


COVID-19 - Duval County Lifeline Status Report - W.O. 20200622.pdf


All,
 
Please see the attached Situation Report #178 and the Community Lifeline Status Report for this
week regarding the COVID-19 response.
 
Thank you,
 
SITUnit
City of Jacksonville
Emergency Operations Center
904-255-3129 (Desk)
904-255-3121 (Watch Office)
904-255-3110 (Main Line)
eocsitunit@coj.net


ONE CITY. ONE JACKSONVILLE.


 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If you wish to unsubscribe from this mailing list, please send email to:
LISTSERV@LIST.COJ.NET with a single line of text in the main BODY of the message that
reads, UNSUBSCRIBE COJ_EOC_SITUNIT
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From: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida
To: dldohchdadministrators_directors@flhealth.gov
Subject: The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
Date: Friday, June 5, 2020 6:04:20 PM


Banner


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE June 5, 2020


Contact: Joint Information Center on COVID-19 for the State of Florida (850) 815-4940, ESF14@em.myflorida.com


The State of Florida Issues COVID-19 Updates
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – The State of Florida is responding to COVID-19. As of Friday, June 5 the state has moved into Phase 2 of Florida’s
reopening plan. The Florida Department of Health will now issue this update once per week. However, DOH will continue to update the COVID-19
dashboard and post the state report daily.


Governor Ron DeSantis is in constant communication with Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz and State Surgeon
General Dr. Scott Rivkees as the State of Florida continues to monitor and respond to the threat of COVID-19.


Today, Executive Order 20-139 went into effect, bringing 64 Florida counties, excluding Broward, Miami-Dade and Palm Beach counties, into Phase
2 of the Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery. With appropriate social distancing and sanitization protocols, the order provides the
following:


Restaurants may allow bar-top seating with appropriate social distancing,
Bars and pubs may operate at 50 percent capacity inside and full capacity outside with appropriate social distancing. Patrons may only receive
service if seated,
Retail establishments may operate at full capacity with responsible social distancing and sanitization protocols,
Gyms may operate at full capacity with appropriate social distancing and frequent sanitization,
Entertainment businesses, including but not limited to movie theaters, concert houses, auditoriums, playhouses, bowling alleys and arcades,
may operate at 50 percent capacity with appropriate social distancing and sanitization protocols,
Pari-mutuel facilities may submit a request to open to the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation. The request must
include an endorsement from their county mayor or county administrator if there is no mayor,
Personal services businesses, including but not limited to tattoo parlors, acupuncture establishments, tanning salons and massage
establishments may operate while adhering to guidance from the Florida Department of Health.


For the Governor’s presentation, click HERE.


Recent actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


Today, the Florida Division of Emergency Management announced that 500,000 gowns are being sent to long-term care facilities across
Florida. This new push of PPE is being sent directly to every long-term care facility in the state based on the number of licensed beds in each
facility.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


Nearly 28 million masks
More than 11 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 1.4 million gowns
More than 91 thousand goggles
More than 53.5 thousand coveralls


For long-term care facilities alone, the Division has sent:
More than 10 million masks
1 million gloves
More than 500,000 face shields
More than 900,000 gowns


FDLE is working with DBPR on the process for enforcing the 50% seating capacity limit for the re-opening of bars and entertainment
businesses, as well as establishing DBPR points of contacts for fielding complaints about violations.
FDLE continues to provide support to FHP at the I-95 checkpoint.
Approximately 2,380 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 321,300 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
In accordance with Phase 2 of Governor Ron DeSantis’ Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery, the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) deactivated the checkpoint for screening travelers seeking to enter Florida on I-10 at the Florida/Alabama state line.
Upon deactivation, nearly 28,000 traveler forms had been collected at the I-10 checkpoint.
FDOT continues to lead the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86 at the I-95 checkpoint. To
date, more than 31,300 traveler forms have been collected at the I-95 checkpoint.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 66,200 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.


Additional actions the state has taken to respond to COVID-19:


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH


The Florida Department of Health (DOH) announced that antibody COVID-19 test results data is now available. This report will be provided
once a week and contains county, race and lab information on antibody COVID-19 tests conducted in Florida. That report is available here. 



mailto:FLSERT@public.govdelivery.com

mailto:dldohchdadministrators_directors@flhealth.gov

mailto:ESF14@em.myflorida.com

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDUuMjI1NTYzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbGdvdi5jb20vd3AtY29udGVudC91cGxvYWRzLzIwMjAvMDYvRU8tMjAtMTM5LnBkZiJ9.Mp1oHsBPKw_AIkAKLRsrj2Av-swRm7FWef6IehhDDgU/br/79557464109-l

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDUuMjI1NTYzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbGdvdi5jb20vd3AtY29udGVudC91cGxvYWRzL2NvdmlkMTkvNi4zLjIwMjAlMjBQcmVzZW50YXRpb24ucGRmIn0.BKJCIOpFBeiH8zkfr9hHuqrJl_uNaaqsbTUat7SdnwQ/br/79557464109-l

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MDUuMjI1NTYzNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3cxMS5kb2guc3RhdGUuZmwudXMvY29tbS9fcGFydG5lcnMvYWN0aW9uL3JlcG9ydF9hcmNoaXZlL3Nlcm9sb2d5L3Nlcm9sb2d5XzIwMjAwNTI5LnBkZiJ9.iaGn25Mzq0OutZ8XYP_Y3HbscSlRmfWqDGq9_rs26pg/br/79557464109-l





To date, DOH has reported more than 1,000 contact tracers who are assisting with COVID-19 efforts across the state.
DOH announced that the list of long-term care facilities in Florida associated with COVID-19 cases will now include active cases in each facility
in order to provide real-time data. The list of long-term care facilities with active COVID-19 cases is available here. 
DOH is providing a report detailing surveillance data for every Florida county. Previously, this information was only available for select
communities. The surveillance data report is available here.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, State Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees declared a Public Health Emergency for COVID-19 in Florida.
DOH established a public call center for questions regarding COVID-19. The call center launched Monday, March 2, and is open 24/7.
DOH established mechanisms for monitoring and coordination with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) regarding
epidemiological activities.
DOH distributed CDC Interim Guidance for public health personnel evaluating Persons Under Investigation (PUI) and asymptomatic close
contacts of confirmed cases at their home or non-home residential settings to CHDs.
DOH approved and disseminated an updated Clinician Screening Tool for identifying COVID-19 PUIs.
DOH implemented testing at all three State Public Health Laboratories and distributed updated laboratory guidance regarding implementation
of testing at State Public Health Laboratories.
DOH has worked to implement additional private lab testing.
DOH has developed and disseminated pandemic planning guidance. 
Advised CHDs and HCCs to retain expired personal protective equipment until further notice.
DOH is continuing support for long-term care facilities with REST teams. DOH strike teams have completed assessments for 3,874 long term
care facilities to determine immediate unmet needs and promote appropriate infection control practices.
DOH strike teams are continuing to respond to long term care facilities with COVID-19 positive patients.
In an effort to increase testing, Governor DeSantis has directed Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees on an emergency temporary basis to allow
licensed pharmacists in Florida to order and administer COVID-19 tests.
DOH is working with Florida’s Board of Pharmacy and Florida’s Department of Business and Professional Regulation on mobile pharmacy
compliance guidance.


FLORIDA DIVISION OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT


Today, the Florida Division of Emergency Management announced that 500,000 gowns are being sent to long-term care facilities across
Florida. This new push of PPE is being sent directly to every long-term care facility in the state based on the number of licensed beds in each
facility.
The Florida Division of Emergency Management announced that an additional three COVID-19 testing sites across the state have been
created through a partnership between Publix, FDEM and Quest Diagnostics. Locations are available here.
Five state-supported drive-thru testing sites located in Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, Orange and Duval counties are offering free antibody testing
to anyone over the age of 18. The sites with antibody tests are:


FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches, antibody testing is by appointment only and the site can accept up to 40 appointments per day
To make an appointment, call: 561-642-1000  


Hard Rock Stadium, can test up to 125 individuals per day
Miami Beach Convention Center, can test up to 80 individuals per day
Orange County Convention Center, can test up to 125 individuals per day
TIAA Bank Field Lot J, can test up to 125 individuals per day


At the direction of Governor DeSantis, the state has established 15 drive-thru and 17 walk-up testing sites across the state, with more coming
online. More than 230,000 people have been tested at these sites. Floridians can find a site near them here.
To date, the Division has sent the following PPE to support health care workers and first responders:


Nearly 28 million masks
More than 11 million gloves
Nearly 1.7 million face shields
More than 1.1 million shoe covers
More than 1.4 million gowns
More than 91 thousand goggles
More than 53.5 thousand coveralls


For long-term care facilities alone, the Division has sent:
More than 10 million masks
1 million gloves
More than 500,000 face shields
More than 900,000 gowns


The Florida Division of Emergency Management has launched a website to track the mobile lab that is testing long-term care facilities across
the state. The website is available here.
Find more information on FDEM’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION


To date, the Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) has made more than 1,400 onsite visits to facilities and nearly 14,500 telephone
calls to residential providers statewide to provide support and determine emergent needs of facilities.
AHCA issued Emergency Order NO. 20-003 providing financial relief to nursing homes and Intermediate Care Facilities during the state’s
public health emergency. The emergency order extends the deadlines for March and April 2020 Quality Assessment payments until June 15,
2020 for Intermediate Care Facilities, and June 20, 2020 for nursing homes.
AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-2 and Emergency Rule 59AER20-3. These rules require nursing homes and assisted living facilities
to grant access to the Florida Department of Health or their authorized representative for the purpose infection prevention and control, including
mandated COVID-19 testing of both on-duty and off-duty staff when arranged by the Department.
At the direction of Governor DeSantis, AHCA issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-1 requiring hospitals to test all patients for COVID-19,
regardless of symptoms, prior to discharge to long-term care facilities.
AHCA sent out an email to nursing homes requiring the transfer of residents with verified or suspected cases if they cannot be appropriately
isolated and adhere to the CDC recommendations for COVID-19 response.
AHCA issued a provider alert announcing additional flexibilities within the Medicaid program made at the direction of Governor DeSantis.
Authorization requirements and services limits for medically necessary behavioral health care for are now waived.
AHCA created a new temporary Personal Care Attendant program to help long-term care facilities fill staffing shortages. The program provides
an 8-hour training on assisting with direct care so that personal care attendants can temporarily perform additional duties.
AHCA has been working with the Department of Children and Families (DCF) to ensure current Medicaid recipients maintain benefits during
the state of emergency. Medicaid application deadlines have also been extended.
Find more information on AHCA’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
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DPBR has distributed Additional Information for Barbershops and Cosmetology Salons Pursuant to Executive Order 20-120 and FAQs for
Executive Order 20-120 – Expanding Phase 1: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery to provide additional information and
guidelines for barbershops, cosmetology salons, and cosmetology specialty salons.
Find more information on DBPR’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES


Governor DeSantis announced federal approval for the implementation of Florida’s Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) program, which will automatically
issue benefits during the month of June to more than 2.1 million children who have temporarily lost access to free and reduced-price school
meals during COVID-19-related school closures. 
As part of her Hope for Healing Florida initiative, First Lady Casey DeSantis recently announced that the Department of Children and Families
(DCF) will be receiving a $1.9 million emergency grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, which will
provide crisis counseling and other mental health support for Floridians impacted by COVID-19.
Per DCF’s request, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved Florida’s waiver to permit the state to launch a pilot project
that allows families to purchase groceries online with their Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card beginning April 21, 2020.
Under Governor DeSantis’ direction, DCF has temporarily increased Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients’ benefit
amount to the maximum monthly allotment based on household size through May 2020.
DCF worked with the Department of Health (DOH) to develop precautionary protocols for child welfare professionals and adult protective
investigators who may have to make in-person visits to ensure the safety of those vulnerable populations.
Find more information on DCF’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS


The Florida Department of Corrections (FDC) has distributed cloth face coverings to all correctional officers and inmates at correctional
institutions statewide.
FDC is closely aligned with the CDC Interim Guidance on Management of COVID-19 in Correctional and Detention Facilities.
New inmate commitments from county jails undergo additional screening and 14-day quarantine before placement within the general
population.
FDC has suspended visitation and volunteer programs at all correctional institutions statewide.
Find more information on FDC’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY


Governor Ron DeSantis has directed the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) to continue waiving the work search and work
registration requirements for claimants through June 13, 2020. Additionally, the waiting week requirement will continue to be waived through
August 1, 2020.
To comply with federal law, effective May 10, 2020, claimants for all Reemployment Assistance programs, including state Reemployment
Assistance, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, will be required to return to the
CONNECT system every two weeks to request their benefits or “claim their weeks.” In doing so, claimants will confirm that they are still
unemployed and acknowledge that they are able and available for work should it be offered. For more information, click here. If claimants,
currently receiving Reemployment Assistance benefits, no longer wish to receive benefits, they do not need to claim their weeks, as payments
will stop processing if weeks stop being claimed.
DEO, in partnership with the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, launched a website to verify the identity of claimants
who have been locked out of their CONNECT account, the online system for processing Reemployment Assistance claims. Individuals who
were locked out of their CONNECT account have been notified and provided a direct link to verify their information so they can access their
account.
DEO is administering the Federal Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation program. The program is offered by the federal CARES
Act and provides up to 13 weeks of benefits to a claimant who has exhausted Reemployment Assistance. For more information, please click
here.
The Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) program that provides unemployment benefits to those that may not otherwise be
eligible under Florida’s state Reemployment Assistance program is available. Eligibility includes independent contractors, gig workers and
individuals who are self-employed. Working Floridians who have been impacted by COVID-19 and believe they may be eligible for Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance, can visit FloridaJobs.org and select "File a Claim" to apply and be considered for PUA. Individuals may also call 1-
833-FL-Apply (1-833-352-7759) for any questions they may have.
DEO continues to provide updates on the efforts made to address the challenges to Florida’s Reemployment Assistance program in response
to COVID-19. This includes a new State Reemployment Assistance Claims Dashboard that is updated daily to reflect the total number of
Reemployment Assistance Claims submitted, verified, processed and paid.
DEO announced more than 1,000 small businesses have been awarded more than $49 million from the Florida Small Emergency Bridge Loan
program. 
The Business Damage Assessment survey is activated and continues to accept surveys to assess the impact of COVID-19 on Florida’s local
business operations and determine the appropriate actions for recovery. Click here to access the survey.
Find more information on DEO’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION


Florida Education Commissioner Corcoran issued Emergency Order 2020-EO-02 that:
Extends Professional and Temporary Educator Certificates expiring on June 30, 2020 to December 31, 2020.
Suspends the requirement for school districts to conduct annual evaluations for teachers and administrators for the 2019-20 school year;
Extends deadlines for English Language Learners to exit ESOL programs and suspends date of providing or extending services until
schools re-open;
Suspends requirement for districts to determine how to meet differentiated pay requirements for teachers on the performance pay
schedule;
Suspends testing requirement to student eligibility into college-credit dual enrollment courses;
Extends deadlines related to Individual Educational Plans;  
Extends deadlines for provisional and annual licenses issued by the Commission for Independent Education; and
Allows remote assessment for determining eligibility and priority for Vocational Rehabilitation services.


The Department of Education’s (DOE) Office of Early Learning, in coordination with local early learning coalitions, has prioritized and increased
access to childcare services for first responders and health care professionals by creating an expedited referral process to swiftly provide
priority access.
Florida College System institutions and private institutions across the state have donated more than 130 ventilators typically used in medical
training programs to local hospitals, community medical centers and other facilities.
Since April 1, 2020, when DOE announced the waiver of certification exam fees, more than 31,000 educators have signed up to take the
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Florida Teacher Certification Examination using the waiver. This translates into over 62,000 actual exam registrations for a savings value of
more than $8 million for Florida educators.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran announced that 32,614 laptop computers are being distributed to 34
mostly small, rural school districts throughout Florida and the Florida A&M University Developmental Research School.
DOE has delayed the deadline for teacher certification requirements and offered a fee waiver for testing. More than 22,000 teachers have
taken advantage of the fee waiver so far.
The Florida Virtual School has created the Online Learning Community with engaging and informative content for teachers and parents of K-12
students.
Governor Ron DeSantis and Commissioner of Education Richard Corcoran recommended that all Florida public and private K-12 schools
continue distance learning and keep school campuses closed the remainder of the 2019-2020 academic year. DOE has compiled dozens of
free distance learning resources on its emergency response page. 
Find more information on DOE’s response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ELDER AFFAIRS


The Florida Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) disseminated Executive Order 20-139 on Phase 2: Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for
Florida’s Recovery to all 11 Area Agencies on Aging (AAA).
DOEA provided technical assistance to AAAs regarding shopping assistance, meals, service delivery, telephone reassurance, and the
Restaurant Meal Initiative.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, the Department of Elder Affairs (DOEA) issued Emergency Order 20-01
pertaining to in-person guardian visitation requirements where COVID-19 response and mitigation measures prevent such visits.
DOEA issued Guidance in furtherance of Order 20-01 for Public and Professional Guardians to remain in compliance with Florida Statute
744.361(14).
DOEA has created a dedicated webpage to provide resources on COVID-19 including: tips for caregivers, information on closures of senior
centers and adult day care centers, and alternative services for congregate meal sites.
Find more information on DOEA’s COVID-19 response here.


ENTERPRISE FLORIDA


Enterprise Florida, Inc. (EFI) recently launched a Virtual Trade Shows Grant Program to allow companies to identify international clients and
generate new export opportunities. Traditional international trade shows are being temporarily replaced by virtual events to promote safe
worldwide business opportunities. For more information, please contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI created a virtual trade grant program to help Florida companies do business overseas as international travel is restricted. Businesses
interested in learning more about the new Virtual Business Matchmaking service should contact one of EFI’s Regional Trade Managers.  
EFI conducted regional calls with stakeholders across the state to identify ideas for long-range economic recovery.
EFI suspended initial fees for its Microfinance Loan Guarantee Program to support Florida’s small business community impacted by COVID-19.
Interested businesses must apply through a local lender. For further information please contact your lender or visit Enterprise Florida’s website.
See resources compiled by EFI for businesses impacted by COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION


As part of its phased reopening, Florida State Parks is offering limited camping availability for guests. For the protection of both staff and
visitors, camping will not be available at all parks and cabins will remain closed. Additional safety measures such as reduced visitor density
may also be in place.
To date, 90 percent of Florida State Parks have been partially opened. To continue social distancing and mitigate the spread of COVID-19,
each open park has unique procedures in place. See the latest park and trail information here.
Areas of Florida State Parks managed by the Office of Resilience and Coastal Protection (ORCP) have been partially reopened, including
remote access trails, beaches, and boat ramps at the Research Reserves. Islands, beaches, and submerged lands within the Aquatic
Preserves are being re-opened in accordance with local ordinances. See current information on ORCP-managed lands here.
Find more information on DEP’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF FINANCIAL REGULATION


The Office of Financial Regulation (OFR) issued Emergency Order 2020-03 temporarily expanding the motor vehicle retail installment initial
payment rule.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-02 extending certain filing deadlines for Florida’s financial services providers.
OFR issued Emergency Order 2020-01 extending certain renewal deadlines for money services businesses. 
OFR provided guidance for consumer finance businesses and professionals.
OFR provided guidance and an operational update for Florida’s securities businesses and professionals.
OFR provided informational guidance and an update to Florida’s financial institutions.
OFR created helpful resource lists for businesses and individuals to contact their financial services providers:


Florida Financial Institution Resource List
Top 40 Mortgage Servicers Resource List
Additional Financial Information and Resources List


Find more information on OFR’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES


The Florida Highway Patrol is assisting with the implementation and enforcement of Executive Order 20-86 at the direction of Governor
DeSantis.
Pursuant to Executive Order 20-52 issued by Governor DeSantis, FLHSMV Executive Director Rhodes has waived commercial truck hours of
service regulations and other related regulations so that emergency supplies, equipment, commodities and resources can be moved more
quickly and efficiently throughout the state.
Find more information on FLHSMV’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA OFFICE OF INSURANCE REGULATION


As part of its ongoing effort to keep policyholders informed, OIR published a list of resources to connect Florida policyholders with assistance
being offered by insurers in response to COVID-19.
The Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR) issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-06M providing guidance on the use of technology to help
combat the spread of COVID-19, including encouraging insurers to broaden access to care for telehealth services, and requesting Pharmacy
Benefit Managers to transition to an electronic audit process in order to avoid unnecessary risk and maintain social distancing.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-05M reminding insurers of applicable statutes regarding workers’ compensation insurance.
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Workers’ compensation insurers are expected to comply with all of the provisions of Florida’s Workers’ Compensation Law.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-03M directing all insurers and other entities regulated by OIR to review and update their
business continuity and/or continuity of operations plans. Companies are directed to immediately contact OIR if their continuity plans are
activated and/or if business operations become compromised so it can work with insurers to avoid any disruption in consumer services.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-04M providing general guidance on the treatment of policyholders as part of the state’s
ongoing efforts to protect Floridians.
OIR issued Informational Memorandum OIR-20-02M as a reminder to all health insurers, health maintenance organizations, and other health
entities to allow for early prescription refills.
Find more information on OIR’s COVID-19 response here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE JUSTICE


The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) has instituted additional screening measures for essential personnel and vendors within juvenile
facilities.
Find more information on DJJ’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


FDLE is working with DBPR on the process for enforcing the 50% seating capacity limit for the re-opening of bars and entertainment
businesses, as well as establishing DBPR points of contacts for fielding complaints about violations.
FDLE continues to provide support to FHP at the I-95 checkpoint.
FDLE is disseminating information on the hiring of former first responders to assist Florida Division of Emergency Management field operations.
FDLE is working with the Florida Sheriffs Association and the Florida Police Chiefs Association on traffic assistance at testing/collection sites
statewide.
FDLE continues to work with the Florida Police Chiefs Association and the Florida Sheriffs Association to monitor law enforcement staffing
impacts and staffing needs due to COVID-19.
FDLE and FHP continue to facilitate the escort of testing collection kits statewide.
FDLE continues to work with ESF-16 partners on airport screening missions.
Find more information on FDLE’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA LOTTERY


Effective March 23, Florida Lottery Headquarters and district offices are closed to the public until further notice.  
Find more information on the Florida Lottery’s COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES


The Department of Management Services (DMS) launched a dedicated telework page with resources and tutorials for employees and
employers operating in a remote work environment.
At the Governor’s direction, DMS Secretary Jonathan Satter issued an emergency order to ensure federal benefits granted through The
Families First Coronavirus Response Act are available to employees.
As directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to expand covered
telehealth benefits at no additional employee cost.
Also directed in Executive Order 20-52, DMS has amended the state employee health plan benefits plan documents to cover immunizations at
participating in-network retail pharmacies at no cost to the member during this public health emergency.
Find more information on DMS’ COVID-19 response here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS


Approximately 2,380 Florida National Guardsmen (FLNG) are mobilized to support Florida’s response to COVID-19.
FLNG has expanded its support to mobile testing teams and the community-based and walk-up test sites. To date, the FLNG has assisted in
the testing of more than 321,300 individuals for the COVID-19 virus.
FLNG continues to support the state's COVID-19 response through augmentation to airport screening measures, statewide logistics support,
coordination, planning and operational mission sets.
Find more information on DMA’s response to COVID-19 here.


AGENCY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES


The Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD) sent out a Guidance Booklet to Providers and Waiver Support Coordinators recently to outline
waiver changes and flexibilities as a result of COVID-19. It also included information on infection control measures and recommended actions
when faced with various scenarios.
APD is distributing washable face masks donated by The Family Care Council to providers and customers living in APD group homes.
APD issued Emergency Order 20-03, which temporarily suspends face to face visits to administer the Questionnaire for Situational Information
to determine the level of need of APD customers.
Find more information on APD’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE


The Department of Revenue (DOR) has issued an emergency order extending certain corporate income tax (CIT) due dates. For corporations
with a fiscal year ending Dec. 31, 2019, the due date for Florida CIT payments is extended to June 1, 2020. For corporations with fiscal years
ending Dec. 31, 2019, Jan. 31, 2020, or Feb. 29, 2020, the due date for Florida CIT returns is extended to August 3, 2020. The due dates for
Florida CIT payments for corporations with fiscal years ending Jan. 31 or Feb. 29, 2020, remain June 1, 2020 and July 1, 2020, respectively.
DOR has created a dedicated webpage for child support customers who have questions about the child support offset for Economic Impact
Payments under the CARES Act. Under federal law, these payments are subject to federal offset for persons who owe past-due support.
DOR has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for tax-related questions and information.
The department also has a dedicated COVID-19 webpage for child support customers and alternative options for handling many child support
case activities without visiting an office.
Find more information on DOR’s response to COVID-19 here.


CAREERSOURCE FLORIDA


The CareerSource Florida network is offering in-person appointments to assist job seekers and businesses with employment needs, especially
those dealing with impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, with the exception of career centers in Miami-Dade and Monroe counties.


CareerSource South Florida is offering services virtually and over the phone, with plans to provide in-person appointments as soon as
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possible, pending receipt of personal protective equipment and completion of safety protocol training to protect customers and
employees.


The CareerSource Florida network has continued to provide employment and business services virtually, via telephone, by email and by
appointment in some locations throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since March 1, CareerSource Florida has assisted the following individuals:


More than 339,000 job seekers served
More than 15,150 job seekers placed in employment
More than 1,465 job seekers enrolled in training
More than 19,600 businesses served
More than 59,730 new jobs posted


The state workforce board and all 24 local workforce development boards are assisting with CONNECT PIN resets and processing
Reemployment Assistance applications.
CareerSource Florida has launched an integrated public and business outreach campaign, Help is Here, a comprehensive resource for
employment and business services.
For a list of Florida’s local workforce development boards and their contact information, please click here.


STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF FLORIDA


The State University System has directed all 12 state universities to develop alternate plans for summer commencement ceremonies, which
include any rescheduled spring commencement plans that may have been postponed to summer.
The State University System Task Force has issued guidelines for reopening university campuses in the fall. Universities will present their
individual plans based on these guidelines to the Board of Governors on June 23, 2020.
Find more information on SUS’ response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE


Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-97, delaying elections in Pasco County at the request of Pasco County Supervisor of
Elections Brian Corley.
Secretary of State Laurel M. Lee announced the issuance of an emergency order and emergency rules to extend annual report filing deadlines
for business entities, as well as outline changes to the candidate petition and candidate qualifying processes.
Find more information on the Florida Department of State’s Response to COVID-19 here. 


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION


In accordance with Phase 2 of Governor Ron DeSantis’ Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step. Plan for Florida’s Recovery, the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) deactivated the checkpoint for screening travelers seeking to enter Florida on I-10 at the Florida/Alabama state line.
Upon deactivation, nearly 28,000 traveler forms had been collected at the I-10 checkpoint.
FDOT continues to lead the coordination of DOH and the Florida Highway Patrol to implement Executive Order 20-86 at the I-95 checkpoint. To
date, more than 31,300 traveler forms have been collected at the I-95 checkpoint.
Governor DeSantis and FDOT Secretary Thibault announced the opening of five new Interstate 4 (I-4)/State Road (S.R.) 408 flyover ramps.
This work was completed more than three months ahead of schedule and increases safety and mobility in the heart of Florida.
Due to continued lower traffic volumes as a result of COVID-19, FDOT expedited more than 40 additional critical transportation projects by at
least 650 total contract days, while also providing essential jobs to Floridians. Find more information about FDOT’s accelerated projects here.
FDOT Secretary Thibault and staff joined the Florida Trucking Association and the Florida Highway Patrol to hand out 500 meals to Florida’s
truck drivers.
FDOT continues to coordinate with public use airports, DOH and law enforcement to implement Executive Order 20-80. To date, more
than 66,200 traveler forms have been collected at public use airports across the state.
FDOT continues to coordinate with seaports across the state to monitor port activity.
Find more information on FDOT’s response to COVID-19 here.  


FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


The Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs (FDVA) has restricted visitor access to its state veterans’ homes until further notice, with the
exception of essential visitors. In addition, admissions in our network of state veterans’ homes are temporarily suspended.
Veterans who are concerned they may have symptoms of COVID-19, flu or cold should call the VISN 8 Clinical Contact Center toll free at (877)
741-3400 before coming to a VA facility. Clinicians are available to provide 24/7 virtual care and support, including nurse advice and triage.
To contact a teleworking FDVA Veterans’ Claims Examiner, call (727) 319-7440 or email VSO@fdva.state.fl.us.
Find more information on FDVA’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION


The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) continues to be in close communication with the Governor’s Office, the Florida
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) regarding the most recent COVID-19 status and guidance.
Find more information on FWC’s response to COVID-19 here.


FLORIDA HOUSING FINANCE CORPORATION


The Florida Housing Finance Corporation (Florida Housing) issued an Emergency Rule to property owners and managers to suspend rent
increases during this public health emergency on properties funded by Florida Housing. Those who choose to implement rent increases that
impact residents during this global pandemic could result in consequences for future funding opportunities with Florida Housing.
As Florida Housing continues to be committed to the health and well-being of all Floridians, we have compiled a list of resources with relevant
information for homeowners, residents, developers, apartment owners, management companies, participating lenders, Realtors and SHIP
administrators regarding COVID-19.
Find more information on Florida Housing’s response to COVID-19 here.


VISIT FLORIDA


VISIT FLORIDA’s four welcome centers are closed until further notice. VISIT FLORIDA welcome center staff members have been trained to
provide customer service support for the Department of Economic Opportunity and are assisting with the influx of inquiries and calls from
impacted businesses and workers throughout the state.
Find more information on VISIT FLORIDA’s response to COVID-19 here.


VOLUNTEER FLORIDA
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Volunteer Florida announced the availability of $300,000 in AmeriCorps Planning Grants to support organizations interested in implementing an
AmeriCorps program that addresses a critical community need caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Organizations interested in applying for
this planning grant should respond to the notice of funding by Thursday, June 18 at 5 pm (ET).
As the lead agency for volunteerism and service, Volunteer Florida is working to support voluntary organizations across the state and nation by
sharing resources, surveying needs and requesting that continuity of operations plans be created to avoid any service delivery disruption.
Find more information on Volunteer Florida’s response to COVID-19 here. 
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From: Rolle, Pauline J
To: Epstein, Samantha
Cc: Nichols, Antonio C
Subject: Re: Approval Needed: RNC Call Sheet Drafts
Date: Saturday, June 13, 2020 11:50:06 AM
Attachments: image001.png


RNC Call Sheet 1 Washington Post 6.12.20 (Rolle, Pauline J).docx


From: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2020 3:31 PM
To: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Nichols, Antonio C <Antonio.Nichols@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Approval Needed: RNC Call Sheet Drafts
 
Dr, Rolle-
 
Here are the attached call sheets for the RNC-related media inquiries that I have received so far.
Please note: call sheet 4 (the morning show) does not have questions. I asked Melanie for them, and
she has not responded to me
Just yet. Please let me know of any changes you would like before I send to ESF-14.
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of all people in Florida through integrated
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COVID-19 and the Republican National Convention 





Request Date:		           June 12, 2020


Request Time:		           12:26 p.m.


Interview Date:			n/a


Interview Time:			n/a


Media Outlet:           		Washington Post


Reporter:				Annie Linskey


Reporter


Contact:				Annie.Linskey@washpost.com





DOH-Duval PIO:			Samantha Epstein

















Can you tell me if county health officials were consulted as Mayor Curry and the RNC determined that putting the convention JAX was a good idea? 


The Florida Department of Health in Duval County is actively engaged as a part of the Unified Command.  We will support the city of Jacksonville from a public health perspective as the city prepares to host the event.


If so, what guidance did local health officials provide on how to have a safe event amid a pandemic? 


The Department will work with local officials, our central office in Tallahassee and the CDC to provide guidance.  Details of the plan are underway and will be shared with the public as the event approaches. 


If not, should health officials have been consulted? And what protections do the county health department believe should be taken?


The Florida Department of Health in Duval County and the City of Jacksonville, including the Office of the Mayor, actively consult about COVID-19 and will continue to do so.


Also, do you have any sense for how many people might be attending the RNC event? In 2016 about 48,000 people came to Cleveland.


The Florida Department of Health in Duval County does not have that information at this time.
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From: Epstein, Samantha
To: Moscoso, Alberto; Levine, Nina R
Cc: Rolle, Pauline J; Nichols, Antonio C
Subject: RE: Media Strategy: RNC in Jacksonville
Date: Monday, June 15, 2020 9:51:25 AM
Attachments: image001.png


Thank you very much, Alberto.
 


 


From: Moscoso, Alberto 
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2020 9:51 AM
To: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov>; Levine, Nina R
<Nina.Levine@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>; Nichols, Antonio C <Antonio.Nichols@flhealth.gov>
Subject: RE: Media Strategy: RNC in Jacksonville
 
Thank you.  We are working on this.
 


From: Epstein, Samantha <Samantha.Epstein@flhealth.gov> 
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2020 9:32 AM
To: Levine, Nina R <Nina.Levine@flhealth.gov>; Moscoso, Alberto <Alberto.Moscoso@flhealth.gov>
Cc: Rolle, Pauline J <Pauline.Rolle@flhealth.gov>; Nichols, Antonio C <Antonio.Nichols@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Media Strategy: RNC in Jacksonville
 
Good Morning, Alberto and Nina,
 
I am getting many media inquiries about COVID and the Republic National Convention being held
here in Jacksonville. I just wanted to bring this to your attention in case you had a particular media
strategy in mind. Please let me know.
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From: Meyer, Amy P
To: Rolle, Pauline J
Subject: FW: Healthy Start Contract
Date: Thursday, June 18, 2020 10:10:03 AM
Attachments: Duval CHD - HS Standard Contract FY2021- HS Comments.docx


 
 


Amy P. Meyer
Chief Legal Counsel
Florida Department of Health in Duval
904-253-2529
 


From: Tozzi, Karen C 
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2020 12:02 PM
To: Meyer, Amy P <Amy.Meyer@flhealth.gov>
Subject: Healthy Start Contract
 
Attached is our review of the Healthy Start contract to aid in your discussions with Dan re: it.
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From: Peter Schorsch
To: pauline.rolle@flhealth.gov
Subject: Sunburn — The morning  read of what’s hot   in Florida politics — 7.1.20 — Burnin’ today: DeSantis, Red


Wedding, Tuberville, Delegal, Aubuchon, Hamilton
Date: Wednesday, July 1, 2020 4:00:57 AM


Survivors of the Red Wedding take a breath of life today as Florida
enters the next fiscal year.


After Gov. Ron DeSantis issued a historic $1 billion in budget vetoes
Monday, which the Governor preemptively likened to the bloody scene
from “Game of Thrones” lore, the state is left with a $92.2 billion
spending plan for the new fiscal year.


Amid those historic cuts, brought on by the COVID-19 economic freeze,
DeSantis still found the cash to fund some of his top priorities: teacher
and correctional officer raises, environmental projects and affordable
housing.
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Ron DeSantis vetoed more than $1 billion from the budget, reminiscent of the
'Red Wedding' in 'Game of Thrones.' Image via Colin Hackley.


The state is paying $400 million to raise the minimum teacher salary
toward $47,500 and an additional $100 million to give veteran teachers
pay raises. Correctional officers are also getting $500 to $2,500 on top
of the 3% pay raise allotted for state workers.


Along with the budget, more than 100 bills take effect Wednesday,
including controversial measures like parental consent for abortions and
E-Verify.


Outgoing House Speaker José Oliva earned his wins on the scope of
practice in medicine on bills signed nearly four months ago.


And unlike with last year's toll road breakthrough, outgoing Senate
President Bill Galvano didn't take major Ws that were his own.
Senators' myriad justice reforms didn't see the light of day, except for
the officer pay raises and officer shifts that were backed by the
Department of Corrections.


___


It is with deep sadness that we report on the passing of William
Gregory Turbeville, a lobbyist with Ballard Partners.


The following is a statement from Brian D. Ballard:


"It is with tremendous sadness that I must share the passing of a
longtime partner and friend, William Gregory Turbeville, who passed
away today after a valiant fight against an illness that may have sapped
his energy but never his spirit.
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RIP: William Gregory Turbeville.


"Greg was well-known in and beyond Florida, as a policy director for
former Gov. Jeb Bush and Chief of Staff for former House
Speaker/now FSU President John Thrasher. Public service was in his
DNA, and he constantly provided that service honorably and selflessly.


"What wasn’t as well-known was his love of music, always armed with a
guitar and a thirst for some of his generation’s most popular bands. It
was a passion matched by another unquenchable love: he was a huge
FSU Seminoles fan, garnet and gold proud.


"As much as Greg merited respect with his ideas, he always wore life —
and a love for others — on both sleeves.


"We feel great sorrow for his family, and our hearts go out to them,
because to us Greg will always be family.


"Everyone in the Ballard Partners family was honored to call him our
colleague and our friend and we will all miss him dearly.


"May he rest in peace."


___


Some positive news: There’s a new lobbying shop in Tallahassee.


After years of experience in the process, top Florida lobbyists Mark
Delegal and Josh Aubuchon on Wednesday announced the launch of
their new venture: Delegal | Aubuchon.
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“This is the culmination of years of experiences,” Delegal said. ”And this
is the right time and the right business partner. Our client focus will
remain strong, and our size will keep us agile and effective. I’m grateful
for the talented Holland & Knight team, and to have worked for a firm of
its stature for seven years.”


Congratulations to top Florida lobbyists Mark Delegal and Josh Aubuchon on the
launch of their new venture: Delegal | Aubuchon.


Aubuchon added, “I’m extremely proud to be going into business with
Mark. We’ve worked together for 12 years and make a great team. I
feel grateful to love what I do and help clients working on issues that
make an impact in Florida, and I am excited about what we’ll be able to
accomplish in this new chapter.”


The duo boasts decades of experience in the public policy and
government relations fields and are already off to a fast start — Florida
Chamber of Commerce EVP David Hart and Safety Net Hospital
Alliance of Florida CEO Justin Senior endorsed their skills on day one.


Delegal’s and Aubuchon’s knowledge spans several major industries,
including agriculture, health care, local government, alcoholic
beverages, insurance, regulated industries and general business
issues.


No matter the sector, their mission is the same: Helping their clients
effectively navigate the legislative process, and advocate for issues
before all branches of state government.


  Situational awareness
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—@RealDonaldTrmp: As I watch the Pandemic spread its ugly face all
across the world, including the tremendous damage it has done to the
USA, I become more and more angry at China. People can see it, and I
can feel it!


—@MarcoRubio: According to various #Florida hospitals their primary
concern at this point is not bed capacity, it’s that the increased
community spread could lead to an increase in staff community
exposure/infection & result in a potential staffing level crisis. Need to
keep an eye on this.


Tweet, tweet:


—@MarcACaputo: We've globally known about Covid-19 for about six
months now. It's called a "novel" virus because it's new. We don't know
a lot about it. Please, if you're going to cite studies about kids & COVID,
also cite the many scientists who say we need a lot more research


—@JaneCastor: I have seen firsthand the incredible work that the
@FeedingTampaBay team has accomplished throughout this difficult
time. To all staff, sponsors, and volunteers — thank you from the
bottom of my heart for your dedication and service to our community


Tweet, tweet:
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Vice President Mike Pence to visit Florida (tour canceled/meeting with
Gov. DeSantis) — 1; "The Outpost” with Orlando Bloom and Scott
Eastwood premieres — 2; NBA teams travel to Orlando — 6; Major


Days until
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League Soccer will return to action — 7; Disney World Magic Kingdom
& Animal Kingdom to reopen — 10; Disney World Epcot and Hollywood
Studios to reopen — 14; Federal taxes due — 14; TED conference
rescheduled — 26; NBA season restart in Orlando — 32; Christopher
Nolan’s “Tenet” premieres (rescheduled) — 42; Democratic National
Convention in Milwaukee begins — 49; Florida primaries for 2020 state
legislative/congressional races — 50; "Mulan” premieres (rescheduled)
— 51; NBA draft lottery — 55; Indy 500 rescheduled — 55; Republican
National Convention begins in Charlotte — 57; Rev. Al Sharpton’s
D.C. March — 60; U.S. Open begins — 63; “A Quiet Place Part II”
premieres — 67; Rescheduled running of the Kentucky Derby — 69;
Rescheduled date for French Open — 91; First presidential debate in
Indiana — 96; "Wonder Woman" premieres — 96; Preakness Stakes
rescheduled — 97; First vice presidential debate at the University of
Utah — 103; NBA season ends (last possible date) — 105; Second
presidential debate scheduled at the University of Michigan — 108;
NBA draft — 108; Wes Anderson’s “The French Dispatch” premieres
— 109; NBA free agency — 111; Third presidential debate at Belmont
— 117; 2020 General Election — 127; “Black Widow” premieres — 131;
NBA 2020-21 training camp — 134; Florida Automated Vehicles
Summit — 142; “No Time to Die” premieres — 149; NBA 2020-21
opening night — 156; “Top Gun: Maverick” premieres — 198; Super
Bowl LV in Tampa — 224; New start date for 2021 Olympics — 389;
“Jungle Cruise” premieres — 398; “Spider-Man Far From Home” sequel
premieres — 494; “Thor: Love and Thunder” premieres — 592; “Doctor
Strange in the Multiverse of Madness” premieres — 634; “Black
Panther 2” premieres — 676; “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse”
sequel premieres — 830.







  


Breaking overnight —“Florida becomes first state to protect DNA
from life, disability insurers” via Renzo of Florida Politics — Florida is
now the first state to guarantee DNA privacy for customers’ life,
disability, and long-term care insurance. State and federal law already
prevent health insurance providers from demanding customers hand
over the results of their DNA tests like 23andMe or AncestryDNA. But
the new law (HB 1189) will add those protections for the three
additional types of insurance. House Speaker-Designate Chris
Sprowls spearheaded that effort to patch a prospective problem he
envisioned when he was applying for life insurance. While he was on
hold on the telephone waiting for assistance, the Clearwater Republican
said he was struck by advertisements from genetic testing companies
encouraging people to buy tests.


Closing the books
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Gov. Ron DeSantis has signed Chris Sprowls' DNA privacy bill.


Breaking overnight — “Governor eases regulations on
occupational licenses” via AG Gancarski of Florida Politics —
DeSantis signed off on the Occupational Freedom and Opportunity Act,
easing regulations on licensed practitioners of a wide swath of
occupations ranging from body wrapping to boxing announcing.
Auctioneers, barbers, electrical contractors, and geologists will have
fewer education requirements, with nutritionists, interior designers,
landscape architects, nutritionists, accountants, and alarm system
installers seeing some licensing requirements eliminated completely.
The bill allows for reciprocal licensing from different states. The bill also
clears the way for food trucks to operate with impunity statewide,
eliminating the fights in many jurisdictions the industry has faced.


“New law requires sea-level impact study for publicly-funded
coastal projects” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — DeSantis signed
off on legislation requiring publicly-funded coastal project contractors to
study nearby environmental effects before building can begin.
Democratic Sen. José Javier Rodríguez backed the bill while
Republican Rep. Vance Aloupis supported the House version. Both
lawmakers represent portions of Miami-Dade County. “In a state where
more than two-thirds of the population lives near the coast, requiring
planning when state taxpayer dollars are spent on infrastructure in the
coastal zone is a necessary and long overdue initial step in addressing
the impacts of climate,” Rodríguez said Tuesday. The law does not take
effect immediately. Rather, it tasks the Department of Environmental
Protection with developing the standard for the newly-required sea level
impact projection study.


“Ron DeSantis signs Clean Waterways Act” via Renzo Downey of
Florida Politics — DeSantis has signed the Clean Waterways Act, part
of the Governor’s latest efforts on environmental protection. The act,
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which the Governor called “probably the most comprehensive bill we’ve
seen in quite some time” during a ceremonial signing in Juno Beach,
implements several recommendations from the Blue-Green Algae Task
Force. Of those recommendations in the priority legislation are
improvements to septic systems, stormwater and agriculture runoff. In
addition to allowing the Department of Environmental Protection to
preemptively inspect the treatment systems, it would transfer septic
tank inspection from the Department of Health to DEP, prioritizing
environmental health alongside human health.


“DeSantis signs parental consent for abortion into law” via Jim
Saunders of the Tallahassee Democrat — DeSantis signed a bill that
will require parental consent before minors can have abortions, a long-
sought goal of abortion opponents in Florida. DeSantis did not make a
public statement about the bill signing, but Senate President Galvano,
and other supporters praised the measure and said parents need to be
involved when their underage daughters consider having abortions.
“The serious and irrevocable decision to end a pregnancy involves
undergoing a significant medical procedure that results, in many cases,
in lifelong emotional and physical impacts,” Galvano said in a prepared
statement.


“DeSantis signs off on Joe Gruters, Randy Fine sewage fine hike”
via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Fines for sewage spills, including
from public utility systems, will soon increase significantly. DeSantis
signed legislation Tuesday at a Juno Beach ceremony with sponsors
Gruters and Fine. The lawmakers said protecting Florida’s water
remained a chief priority for state government. “Florida is not Florida
without its abundant natural waterways. Water is at the heart of the
state’s terrific quality of life, and what makes tourism the backbone of
our economy,” Gruters said. Fine said few missions are more important.
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Randy Fine and Joe Gruters get a win on bigger fines for municipal sewage leaks.


“DeSantis kills online learning program amid virus resurgence” via
Andrew Atterbury of POLITICO Florida — With a stroke of his veto pen,
DeSantis wiped out the entire $29.4 million budget for a suite of online
education services that have become critical to students and faculty
during the COVID-19 outbreak. The move, barring action before
midnight Tuesday, will kill the Complete Florida Plus Program, an array
of technology systems that faculty, staff and students throughout
Florida rely on, never more so than now, in the midst of a pandemic that
has amplified reliance on distance learning. At least 2,000 adult
learners could be cut off from their scholarships and school
accreditation could even be at risk without the resources housed under
Complete Florida, which are used by students at high schools, state
colleges and universities.


“DeSantis signs Alyssa’s Law to require panic alarms in Florida
schools” via Lisa J. Huriash of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel — In the
school year that starts 2021, every teacher and school staffer in Florida
will be able to quietly and quickly tap their cellphone or computer to
summon the police. This safeguard will be the result of a new law
signed by Florida’s governor Tuesday in honor of one of the students
killed in the 2018 Parkland high school massacre. Alyssa’s Law
mandates that mobile panic buttons installed on every teacher and
staff’s cellphone as an app or as computer software to be programmed
to silently alert law enforcement to emergencies or life-threatening
situations on all public and charter school campuses.


“Automated pill kiosks now permitted at pharmacies after
Governor’s signature” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — DeSantis
has signed legislation allowing pharmacies to dispense medication
through ATM-like kiosks. Those kiosks are already permitted at facilities
such as long-term care homes and prisons. The machines will not dole
out controlled substances, which can be addicting and are subject to
more strict oversight. Democratic Rep. Matt Willhite sponsored the
House version of the bill, which ultimately passed. Some Democratic
Senators, such as Bill Montford, worried the machines could crowd out
smaller pharmacies. Proponents of the measure pointed to the limited
drugs available in the kiosks, arguing there would still be room for rural
pharmacies.


“Governor lights path for organ transplant discrimination
remedies” via Renzo Downey of Florida Politics — DeSantis is
doubling down on the rights of Floridians with disabilities to receive
organ transplants with a bill he signed Monday evening. Legislation
carried by Jacksonville-area Republicans Rep. Jason Fischer and
Sen. Aaron Bean prevents health care facilities, insurers and other
entities from denying organ transplant services to people with
developmental or intellectual disabilities solely because of that
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disability. “A lot of times, we don’t know because people didn’t know
their remedy,” Bean told Florida Politics. The bill outlines a framework in
state law for people to seek recourse.


“DeSantis signs bill accommodating persons with pets in
emergency shelters” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics — DeSantis
signed a bill into law Monday that will require counties with designated
emergency shelters to designate a shelter for persons with pets. The
bill would also require the Department of Education to play a part in
strategizing evacuation for persons with pets in the state
comprehensive emergency management plan. The bill is intended to
put Florida in line with the Pets Evacuation and Transportation
Standards Act of 2006, which mandates state and local governments to
consider persons with pets in their emergency preparedness plans and
authorizes FEMA to provide rescue, care, shelter and essential needs
to persons with pets and service animals following an emergency such
as a natural disaster.


  


“Escambia and Santa Rosa see $5.65 million in cuts from DeSantis
veto pen” via Jim Little and Annie Blanks of the Pensacola News
Journal — DeSantis signed Florida's $92.2 billion budget after carving
out more than $1 billion in line-item vetoes to programs and projects
across the state as it braces for a hit to its revenue from the economic
impact of the coronavirus pandemic. Local programs and projects in the
Pensacola area saw at least a $5.65 million slashed from DeSantis'
veto pen from what the Legislature approved earlier this year. DeSantis
noted that more than $550 million of the cuts came from his own
initiatives, and that the state was facing an unprecedented situation with
its economy.


Corona budget
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Ron DeSantis' veto pen hit some communities hard. Image via Colin Hackley.


“DeSantis' budget cuts include $4 million intended to go to
Treasure Coast” via Joshua Solomon of TC Palm — The local
reductions, attributed to shortfalls from the coronavirus pandemic, were
a part of $1 billion of final cuts, which focused mainly on reducing funds
for affordable housing, social services and education. On the Treasure
Coast, funding for seven specific projects was slashed, but the overall
$1 billion of cuts is expected to result in a reduction of services here, as
well. The largest local project vetoed by DeSantis was a $2.3 million
planned extension of Hegener Drive in Port St. Lucie. The project is
intended to create more jobs in the Southern Grove jobs corridor. The
city had planned to match the state funds with $1 million of its own
money. The half-mile road, if built, is expected to open access to 106
acres in Tradition.


“TBARTA iced in Florida budget after unprecedented cuts” via
Janelle Irwin Taylor of Florida Politics — The Tampa Bay Area Regional
Transit Authority will not be receiving the $1.5 million originally
approved in the budget to keep its wheels in motion. DeSantis vetoed
the funding as part of his $1.66 million cut, the largest ever in Florida
history. Rep. Jackie Toledo filed HB 2483 along with an appropriations
request for the funding, which was originally included in the more than
$93 million budget. It would have paid for a nearly $300,000 salary and
benefits package for TBARTA Executive Director David Green. It also
would have included more than $987,000 for additional staff salaries
and benefits.


“Cure Violence survives Ron DeSantis vetoes but KIPP charter
school loses funding” via David Bauerlein of the Florida Times-Union
— DeSantis left standing $500,000 for expanding the Cure Violence
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program in Jacksonville and $3 million to help build a new youth sports
complex in Clay County. Line items wiped out by DeSantis vetoes
included $2 million for the Knowledge is Power Program (KIPP) charter
school in Jacksonville that had been untouchable in previous budgets
when it came to vetoes. The state support for Cure Violence will allow
Jacksonville to enlarge its reach to cover to a third area of Jacksonville
as the city continues to face a wave of homicides. Cure Violence treats
violent crime as it were a public health epidemic whose spread can be
slowed and constrained.


Once untouchable, KIPP Jacksonville gets the cold shoulder in the 2020-21
budget.


“UF Lastinger Center funds vetoed from budget” via Florida Politics
staff reports — A $1 million appropriation for the University of Florida’s
Lastinger Center was nixed from the state budget as part of more than
$1 billion in vetoes. The funding was set aside for the “Algebra Nation:
Statewide Digital Match Enhancement Program” at the center, which
researches new methods for teaching and improving learning
outcomes. This is the second straight year the center was included in
the budget sent to the Governor’s desk but failed to survive the veto
pen. In the 2019 Session, the Senate included $2 million for the center
in its sprinkle list. His veto doesn’t cancel the program, but it does leave
it unfunded for the upcoming budget year, which begins July 1.
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“DeSantis extends moratorium on evictions just hours before it
would have expired” via Steven Lemongello and Caroline Glenn of the
Orlando Sentinel — Hours after the dodging the question, DeSantis
night extended the moratorium on evictions and foreclosures until Aug.
1 because of the coronavirus pandemic. The moratorium, ordered by
the governor on April 2, was scheduled to end at midnight. Without it,
thousands of Floridians would have faced becoming homeless within
days because landlords across the state have already filed the court
paperwork necessary to remove tenants in anticipation of the order’s
end. Since April, at least 2,672 evictions have been filed in courts in
counties across the state. Once the moratorium has expired, courts will
be able to again begin processing cases.


Corona Florida
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Housing activists place eviction order near the entrance of the Governor's
Mansion in Tallahassee. With just one day left, Ron DeSantis is extending the


moratorium on evictions. Photo by Jason Delgado.


“Florida tops 150,000 coronavirus cases” via Jane Musgrave of The
Palm Beach Post — Florida continued racking up record-setting
numbers of COVID-19 cases on Tuesday, with 6,093 new cases
reported, pushing the state’s total to 152,434, according to the Florida
Department of Health. It is the seventh straight day that the number of
new cases has jumped by more than 5,000. While far less than the
9,585 new diagnoses that were reported on Saturday, it is well above
the numbers that were reported in May that prompted DeSantis to
reopen businesses. For the entire month of June, an average of 3,209
new cases were added to state tallies each day. In May, an average of
725 new cases were reported daily. DeSantis has steadfastly refused to
issue a statewide order requiring people to wear masks.


“As Florida begins third reopened month, future clouded by rising
COVID-19 cases” via John Kennedy of the Sarasota Herald-Tribune —
As Florida braced for beginning its third month of an economic
reopening, another 6,093 new coronavirus cases were added to a toll
that has spiked sharply over the past week. The climbing caseload has
many questioning not only the response of DeSantis and state health
officials to the virus but also just how long reopening can endure in its
current form. “We’re telling our members to mandate masks, do
everything above and beyond just so we’re not next” for shutdown, said
Carol Dover, president and CEO of the Florida Restaurant and Lodging
Association. “I’ve told them, ‘We’re next if you’re not careful.’”
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“Inmate COVID-19 cases continue to climb” via the News Service of
Florida — The number of Florida prisoners who have tested positive for
COVID-19 surpassed 2,000 on Tuesday, according to the state
Department of Corrections. All but three of the state’s 2,027 total inmate
cases are concentrated in 16 prisons located in various parts of the
state. Four of the prisons — Homestead Correctional Institution, Liberty
Correctional Institution, Hamilton Correctional Institution and South Bay
Correctional Facility — have at least 200 inmate cases.


“COVID-19 cases increase in juvenile justice system” via the News
Service of Florida — COVID-19 cases in the state juvenile-justice
system has continued to gradually increase, with 100 workers and 93
youths testing positive, according to the Florida Department of Juvenile
Justice. Those numbers were up from 89 workers and 85 youths in a
Friday count. Palm Beach Youth Academy has had the most cases,
with 21 youths and 11 workers testing positive. The Department of
Juvenile Justice said Tuesday that 17 of the facility’s youths were no
longer in medical isolation, and 10 of the workers had been medically
cleared to return to their jobs. In all, 45 of the 100 workers who have
tested positive have been medically cleared. Meanwhile, 66 of the 93
youths are no longer in medical isolation.


Assignment editors — U.S. Rep. Val Demings and state Sen. Vic
Torres will host a roundtable with Orlando-area health care workers to
discuss Florida’s surge in positive COVID-19 cases, Donald Trump’s
failed response to the pandemic and Biden’s “Plan to Beat COVID-19,”
6 p.m. Eastern time, Media interested in joining the call should RSVP
online no later than 4 p.m. Eastern time. Event Attendance: Members
of the public who wish to participate should RSVP here.


“DeSantis vetoed affordable housing funds, but there’s aid for
people impacted by COVID-19” via Rene Rodriguez, Yadira Lopez
and Mary Ellen Klas of the Miami Herald — For the first time in a
decade, Florida legislators left funds earmarked for affordable housing
intact rather than diverting them into a general-purpose slush fund. But
$225 million of the designated monies still won’t go to housing, at least
for now. DeSantis vetoed $225 million from the Sadowski funds, more
than half the total $340 million allocated, essentially freezing the money
until legislators come back into Session this fall and vote on an
amended budget. That won’t happen until after the general election on
November 3.


  


“Escambia, Santa Rosa counties jump 17% Tuesday with record
361 new COVID-19 cases” via the Pensacola News Journal staff
reports — Both Escambia and Santa Rosa counties saw a massive
spike in COVID-19 cases overnight, combining for a total of 361 new


Corona local
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cases in a single day, a 17% increase. Escambia County increased 250
cases on Tuesday, bringing the total in the county to 1,952 cases, a
15% jump. The median age of infected has dropped to 39. Santa Rosa
County increased 111 cases to reach 593. The majority of the cases,
264, have in Milton, where residents were successful just hours earlier
in demanding the city withdraw the mask mandate Mayor Heather
Lindsay ordered on Friday.


“Demand for Pensacola COVID-19 testing skyrockets as Florida
cases continue to climb” via Kevin Robinson of the Pensacola News
Journal — The line of motorists awaiting COVID-19 testing at
Ascension Sacred Heart Hospital stretched off the hospital campus,
down Bayou Boulevard and onto Ninth Avenue. A similar line formed
around the Department of Health's testing site on Gregory Street in
downtown Pensacola. As COVID-19 rates in Florida have exploded in
recent weeks, so too has the public demand for testing. Health officials
from Ascension Sacred Heart and community clinic Community Health
Northwest Florida both said along with growing demand for tests, they
are also seeing an increase in the number of families and young people
both seeking testing and testing positive.


People seeking COVID-19 testing are creating traffic jams and reducing the flow
of vehicles around Ascension Sacred Heart off Bayou Blvd. In Pensacola. Image


via the Pensacola News-Journal.


“Visitors will see a big change on Key West’s Duval Street during
the holiday weekend” via Gwen Filosa of the Miami Herald — Even
with beaches and bars closed, Key West still expects crowds this
Fourth of July weekend. And they’re expected to converge on Duval
Street at a time when the Florida Keys are hitting daily record highs in
new cases of the novel coronavirus. How can the city help to ensure
social distancing? To start, city leaders said they will close most of
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Duval to cars and turn it into a pedestrian-only walkway for this
weekend. That means only pedestrians may use Duval, spreading out
into the street. This Fourth of July weekend will have limitations
throughout the Keys, along with the historically heavy traffic on U.S. 1.
But city leaders say they are ready.


“No plan to close the Keys” via Timothy O'Hara of Keys News — The
Florida Keys may be seeing record numbers of new COVID-19 cases,
but there are no immediate plans to shut down the Florida Keys to
visitors or erect new checkpoints limiting entrance. As of Monday
morning, the Health Department had reported a total of 236 COVID-19
cases in Monroe County.


“Islamorada shutting down popular outdoor gathering spots for
Fourth of July weekend” via David Goodhue of the Miami Herald —
Following the lead of Monroe County and the city of Key West, the
Village of Islamorada will close its beaches, parks and boat ramps to
the public over the Fourth of July weekend. The shutdown includes the
“Fills” area near Indian Key, which is a popular destination for Miami-
Dade County residents who enjoy picnicking, barbecuing, swimming
and boating there. The village announced Tuesday that the entire area,
from mile marker 77.5 to 79.8, will be off limits to parking, tents, chairs
and other items, which will be welcome news to many village residents
who are often left to clean up the mess left on the roadside beaches
following busy weekends.


“Duval County Public Schools unanimously approve use of
protective barriers in the classroom” via The Florida Times-Union —
Tuesday the Duval County School Board unanimously approved the
use of protective barriers to help separate students during the
upcoming school year. The district has already spent about $10.2
million since April 1 on coronavirus-reactive measures. That includes
the cost incurred to move the district to distance learning in March. At
least $9 million of that has gone to items labeled GSA, which covers the
district’s bus vendor. Vendors have been delivering meals and
instructional packets. Members of the School Board and the district said
all of the plans laid out in recent weeks could change at a moment’s
notice as the number of COVID-19 infections and local mandates
continues to fluctuate.


“Fire Betty's, Fox & Stag permanently closed after latest
coronavirus-caused bars shutdown” via Alicia Devine of the
Tallahassee Democrat — Fire Betty's and Fox & Stag, both owned by
the Midtown Hospitality Group that operates a number of bars and
restaurants in Tallahassee, announced on Facebook that they are
permanently closing because of the coronavirus. The closure of the two
bars, a staple in The Manor at Midtown for the past three years, comes
upon the heels of other bars there throwing in the towel. Finnegan’s
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Wake closed after many years in business there, and Fifth and Thomas
closed in May. In identical Facebook posts, the owners said this was
one of the hardest decisions they have had to make, stating it was
"based solely on the health and safety of our staff, patrons, and their
loved ones."


Fire Betty's, Fox & Stag permanently closed, the latest casualty of the coronavirus
bar shut down. Image via the Tallahassee Democrat.


“No mask mandate for St. Johns County” via Zachery Lashway and
Vic Micolucci of News4Jax.com — A day after Jacksonville enacted a
mask mandate for indoor spaces, St. Johns County leaders declined to
take it up. After discussing it for hours, only one county commissioner,
Henry Dean, wanted a mandatory indoor mask policy. The other four
did not second the motion. While they’re not required in the county, they
are still required in indoor public buildings in St. Augustine city limits. “I
don’t think anyone has the answers today to provide a definitive answer
that will be effective, will be enforced and will protect everybody,”
Commissioner Jimmy Johns said. Leaders heard from a number of
members of the community for public comment.


“Police report filed in case of woman in viral video coughing on
cancer patient at St. Johns Town Center store” via the Florida
Times-Union — The woman reportedly seen in a viral video
intentionally coughing into the face of Jacksonville cancer patient has
been identified in a police report obtained by First Coast News. The
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office was able to identify Debra Hunter, of
Fernandina Beach as the aggressor in a video that quickly made the
rounds online. In the video, Hunter can be seen at a cash register of the
Pier 1 store at the St. Johns Town Center being verbally abusive to an
employee. Hunter then spots the victim taking the video, flicks her the
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bird and then walks up and coughs directly in her face.


  


“CDC says U.S. has ‘way too much virus’ to control pandemic as
cases surge across country” via William Feuer of CNBC — The
coronavirus is spreading too rapidly and too broadly for the U.S. to
bring it under control, Dr. Anne Schuchat, principal deputy director of
the CDC, said. The U.S. has set records for daily new infections in
recent days as outbreaks surge mostly across the South and West. The
recent spike in new cases has outpaced daily infections in April when
the virus rocked Washington state and the northeast, and when public
officials thought the outbreak was hitting its peak in the U.S. The sheer
size of the U.S. and the fact that the virus is hitting different parts of the
country at different times complicates the public response here
compared with other countries.


“Senate health chairman urges Donald Trump to wear mask to end
political debate” via Jacob Knutson of Axios — Sen. Lamar
Alexander, chair of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
Committee, urged Trump to wear a face mask "when it's appropriate" to
help end the political debate over wearing masks during the coronavirus
pandemic. Studies show that wearing masks can help prevent the
spread of the coronavirus, but efforts to encourage mask-wearing have
been complicated by political partisanship and distrust in public health
advice. Nationally, the percentage of Democrats who reported wearing
a mask all the time when leaving home rose from 49% between April 10
and May 4 to 65% between May 8 and June 22. During the same time
period, the percentage of Republicans who reported constant mask-
wearing rose from 29% to just 35%.


Corona nation
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Lamar Alexander is one of the Senate Republicans urging Donald Trump to start
wearing a mask for the good of the country. Image via NBC News.


“More isolation, tracing, masks needed amid pandemic” via the
News Service of Florida — More isolation of COVID-19 patients,
increased contact tracing and greater use of face masks in the
workplace are needed to combat the coronavirus pandemic, a new
report from the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
shows. Less than half, 46%, of patients with COVID-19 who were
surveyed by the agency reported known close contact with infected
people in the two weeks leading up to their own diagnoses. At 45%,
family members topped the list of reported prior known contacts,
followed by work colleagues at 34%. The findings came from a
telephone survey between April 15 and May 24 of 350 patients who had
tested positive for COVID-19 at one of 11 academic medical centers.


“U.S. pediatricians call for in-person school this fall” via Anya
Kamenetz of NPR — The nation's pediatricians have come out with a
strong statement in favor of bringing children back to the classroom this
fall wherever and whenever they can do so safely. The guidance says
"schools are fundamental to child and adolescent development and
well-being." The AAP cites "mounting evidence" that transmission of the
coronavirus by young children is uncommon, partly because they are
less likely to contract it in the first place. On the other hand, the AAP
argues that based on the nation's experience this spring, remote
learning is likely to result in severe learning loss and increased social
isolation.


“Millions track the pandemic on Johns Hopkins’s dashboard.
Those who built it say some miss the real story.” via Kyle Swenson
of The Washington Post — Since launching in January, Johns Hopkins’
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Coronavirus Resource Center has exploded in scope and popularity,
garnering millions of page views and popping up in news coverage and
daily conversation. Through numbers, the tracker has told the story of
what the virus is doing while the story is still unfolding, offering a nearly
real-time picture of its silent march across the globe. But even as data
has jumped to the forefront of international discussions about the virus,
the Johns Hopkins team wrestles with doubts about whether the
numbers can truly capture the scope of the pandemic, and whether the
public and policymakers are failing to absorb the big picture.


  


“Top CEOs say business fallout from coronavirus will extend
through 2021” via Hannah Denham of The Washington Post — The
chief executives of some of the nation’s largest companies expect the ill
economic effects of the coronavirus pandemic to extend through 2021,
and nearly a third of them say the harm will last even longer. The CEO
Economic Outlook Survey fell to 34.3 in the second quarter, the lowest
reading for the composite index since the same three months of 2009.
But it’s well above the all-time low of -5.0, set during the first quarter of
2009 at the height of the Great Recession. Public health concerns
continue to weigh on the economy as coronavirus infections surged last
week in several states, promoting some to roll back their reopening
timelines.


“A national mask mandate could save the U.S. economy $1 trillion,
Goldman Sachs says” via Sarah Hansen of Forbes — As mask-
wearing becomes a political flashpoint new research from Goldman
Sachs suggests a national mask mandate would slow the growth rate of
new coronavirus infections and prevent a 5% GDP loss caused by
additional lockdown measures. Goldman’s analysts found that wearing
face coverings has a significant impact on coronavirus outcomes, and
they suggest that a federal mask mandate would “meaningfully”
increase mask usage across the country, especially in states like
Florida and Texas, where masks are not currently required. Reducing
the spread of the virus through mask-wearing, the analysts found, could
be a substitute for strict lockdown measures that would otherwise shave
5%, or $1 trillion, off the U.S. GDP.


“Paycheck Protection Program wraps up with $130 billion left
unused, and lawmakers eye next steps” via Jonathan O'Connell,
Erica Werner and Aaron Gregg of The Washington Post — With the
deadline to apply for the Paycheck Protection Program ending Tuesday
night at midnight, Sens. Marco Rubio and Ben Cardin have led a
group considering how best to use the remaining funds to help small
businesses as they begin to reopen. The issue is not expected to be
resolved, however, until the Senate gets to work in late July on what
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has said will be the final major


Corona economics
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coronavirus relief bill. At a hearing of the House Financial Services
Committee, Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said the Trump
administration supports legislation to re-purpose the more than $130
billion left in the small-business fund.


Tweet, tweet:


“Housekeepers and custodians, fearful as campuses reopen,
demand more protection from their schools” via Lauren Lumpkin of
The Washington Post — The pressure colleges face to return to
normalcy are high, too, even before fall. As campuses announce plans
to reopen in the fall, service workers, many of whom are people of
color, have been summoned to the front lines. Maintenance workers
and custodial crews are being called back to work with little preparation,
their union says. Faculty, staff and students will be asked to report their
temperatures daily, and many officials say they want to make testing
available to employees who want it.


“European Union says it will bar Americans when bloc reopens to
international visitors July 1” via Julia Thompson and Deirdre
Shesgreen of USA Today — Americans will not be allowed to travel to
European Union countries when the bloc opens up to international
visitors July 1, the European Council announced. Travelers from 14
countries will be welcomed to the EU, including Canada, South Korea
and Australia. But those from the U.S. and many other nations will be
barred as too risky because of spiking coronavirus cases in their home
countries. The criteria used to decide whether to lift pandemic travel
restrictions were based on the epidemiological situation and
containment measures in each country.


More corona
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“There is no safe way to reopen colleges this fall” via Shweta
Bansal, Colin Carlson and John Kraemer of The Washington Post —
Universities across the country are announcing their intention to resume
in-person classes despite the ongoing threat of a pandemic including
some recent high-profile decisions. Colleges are proposing solutions
like residential pods in dorms to balance physical distancing with the
need for social contact or digital apps that trade-off privacy for contact
tracing. These ideas could provide more flexibility in the future. Every
way we approach the question of whether universities can resume on-
campus classes, basic epidemiology shows there is no way to “safely”
reopen by the fall semester. If students are returned to campus for face-
to-face instruction, the risk of significant on-campus COVID-19
transmission will be unmanageably and unavoidably high.


“California prison officials transferred inmates in an attempt to
stop an outbreak. It backfired, badly.” via The New York Times — An
effort by California officials to halt the spread of the virus at a prison in
Chino backfired and caused a massive outbreak inside San Quentin,
the state’s oldest and best-known prison. Late last month, 121
prisoners from the California Institution for Men in Chino, which had
nearly 700 cases and nine deaths, were bused to San Quentin, where
no inmates were known to have the virus. Now more than 1,000 of the
3,700 prisoners at San Quentin have been infected. A hearing is
scheduled in the state Senate, where lawmakers say they have become
alarmed about the outbreak and what they describe as a haphazard
response by prison officials.


“Minor league baseball's 2020 season canceled” via Jenna West of
Sports Illustrated — Minor League Baseball's 2020 season has been
canceled, the league announced. The announcement came after MLB
informed its affiliated MiLB teams that it would not be providing players
in 2020. "These are unprecedented times for our country and our
organization as this is the first time in our history that we've had a
summer without Minor League Baseball," said MiLB president and CEO
Pat O'Conner. The long-awaited news came as no surprise after
people across the industry anticipated the season would not take place.


“The new corporate swag: Branded masks, sanitizer spray bottles
and Zoom vanity light rings” via Jena McGregor of The Washington
Post — As some businesses reopen and others try to stay in touch with
employees working from home, companies are opting for coronavirus-
related corporate swag, branded sanitizer bottles, “clean key” tools for
pressing elevator buttons and, above all, masks, joining the tote bags,
travel mugs and USB flash drives that have long defined company
giveaways. Some companies, such as Dunkin’ and Bloomingdale’s, are
selling face coverings with brands, distinctive colors, or catchphrases
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directly to consumers, and some companies offer them to front-line
employees in service jobs.


Speaking of which:


“The COVID 15: Lockdowns are lifting, and our clothes don’t fit” via
Suzanne Kapner of The Wall Street Journal — People spent the spring
sheltering at home in sweatpants, perfecting banana bread recipes and
indulging in pandemic-induced stress-eating. Most of them escaped
COVID-19, but not the “COVID 15” what people are calling the
quarantine weight gain pushing Americans into roomier wardrobes just
as lockdowns lift. Google searches for “elastic waist” spiked in recent
weeks. Body-measuring apps are reporting a jump in people redoing
their profiles and choosing looser fits. Some retailers say they are
increasing orders of bigger sizes.
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“NBA, union plan to paint 'Black Lives Matter' on courts in
Orlando” via Zach Lowe and Ramona Shelburne of ESPN — The NBA
and National Basketball Players Association are planning to paint
"Black Lives Matter" on the court inside both sidelines in all three
arenas the league will use at the Walt Disney World Resort when it
resumes the 2019-20 season late next month in Orlando, Florida. The
WNBA is also discussing painting "Black Lives Matter" on the court
when it begins its abbreviated 2020 season at the IMG Academy in
Bradenton, Florida. Sources also said some WNBA players have
suggested in talks with league higher-ups that players wear warm-up
shirts with "Say Her Name" on them in an attempt to keep attention on
female victims of police brutality.


“It’s time for bold moves. The NBA should put victims’ names on
jersey fronts.” via Jerry Brewer of The Washington Post — If the novel
coronavirus allows the NBA to return as planned in late July, the league
should come back with the strongest symbol it can offer about an
incessant American tragedy. WNBA star Angel McCoughtry proposed
the idea of using the jersey as a potent Black Lives Matter emblem, and
now it has made it onto the NBA’s table. During the opening games of
the NBA restart, when the 22 remaining teams take the court again, the
opportunity exists for a heart-wrenching spectacle that would enhance
all of the other messaging.


“Fort Lauderdale cop charged with battery for shoving protester”
via Mario Ariza and Andrew Boryga of the South Florida Sun-Sentinel
— Steven Pohorence, the embattled Fort Lauderdale police officer
accused of shoving a kneeling protester during a Black Lives Matters
protest, has been charged with battery. The Broward State Attorney’s
Office filed the charge in response to the May 31 incident in which


Smoldering
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Pohorence shoved Jada Servance as she knelt on the ground during a
tense exchange between officers and demonstrators. According to her
attorney, Servance suffered neck and shoulder injuries. The charging
documents allege that Pohorence committed battery by “actually and
intentionally touching or striking” Servance against her will. Pohorence’s
attorney, Michael Dutko, said a video of the encounter might not tell
the whole story.


Ft. Lauderdale police officer Steven Pohorence is being charged with battery after
shoving a protester.


“A 'coup' led by White supremacists led to placement of
Pensacola's Confederate monument” via Jim Little of the Pensacola
News Journal — Pensacola's monument was an example of a "Lost
Cause" monument and the first monument to not just soldiers of the war
but Confederate leaders at a time when the "Lost Cause" narrative was
galvanizing the public's memory of the war. The warping of history with
things like the Confederate monument while the civil rights of Blacks
were suppressed and the creation of a segregated society for nearly 80
years, allowed for the creation of systemic racism that is the focus of
modern protests. The monument was thought to be such a part of
Pensacola that when a debate erupted in the 1960s about having
Palafox Street cut through the middle of the square, a city council
member suggested building a tunnel under the monument rather than
disturb it.


“Vandals deface Confederate monument in Pensacola's Lee
Square” via the Pensacola News Journal staff reports — Pensacola
police are investigating the vandalism of the Confederate Monument in
downtown Pensacola overnight. Vandals spray-painted what appears to
be "Your Confederate Dead" on one side of the monument and threw a
bucket of red paint on another side. Mike Wood, a spokesman for the
Pensacola Police Department, said the paint was first discovered by
police in the early hours of Tuesday morning. In recent weeks, PPD
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officers have been directed to routinely survey all the monuments and
statues within Pensacola’s city limits as a part of their daily duties and
night patrols. According to law enforcement, if police identify and arrest
a suspect in connection to the vandalism, the accused would face a
charge of criminal mischief.


“Pinellas commissioners disagree over ‘Black Lives Matter’ Zoom
background” via Mark Puente of the Tampa Bay Times — Is the Black
Lives Matter mural in St. Petersburg an appropriate backdrop for a
government meeting? The question arose Tuesday at the end of the
Pinellas County Commission meeting when Commissioner Kathleen
Peters questioned the backgrounds that commissioners and
administrators use during online meetings, specifically the background
used by Commissioner Ken Welch. Welch’s background was a photo
of the Black Lives Matter mural on the street in front of the Dr. Carter
G. Woodson African American Museum in St. Petersburg. Welch also
used a Black Lives Matter photo as a backdrop last week during a
meeting. A group of local artists collaborated this month to paint the
mural for the city’s Juneteenth celebration. Peters said she has
received complaints from constituents about Welch’s mural
background.


Meanwhile ... “Woman shot multiple times after being dared to
steal Nazi flag from front yard” via Austin Breasette of KFOR — A 26-
year-old woman was shot multiple times early Sunday morning after
she was dared to steal a swastika flag from a Hunter man’s front yard.
Garfield County Sheriff’s deputies responded to a shots-fired call at 3
a.m. Sunday. When they got on scene they found a woman lying in a
ditch. “The female had multiple gunshot wounds, so my deputies
rendered aid to her,” Jody Helm, Garfield County Sheriff said.
According to the Sheriff, she was dared to try and steal one of the two
swastika flags that hang in a neighbor’s front yard. So, she ran over to
do it. “On the way back someone hollered gun,” Helm said. “She
dropped the flag at the end of the driveway and shots were fired.”


“Who’s the most galling, captivating character on our screens this
summer? It’s Karen — and she’s everywhere.” via Hank Stuever of
The Washington Post — Several times a day, Instagram and Twitter
feeds serve up another galling, sad and often an intensely satisfying
segment of a reality series we can just go ahead and call “Karens,” in
which women make the mistake of policing, harassing or discriminating
against their fellow humans in public. As soon as one Karen flames out
across the internet, another apparently more unhinged Karen rises in
her place. Now, with the cameras squarely and vigilantly in the hands of
those who are sick of being hassled, the “Karens” show depressingly
confirms some of our worst suspicions about people in general,
wielding a similar power of stereotype.
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In the latest viral 'Karen' incident, homeowners brandish weapons as they
confront protesters marching to the St. Louis Mayor’s house. Image via Reuters.
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“Republicans have been skipping House Intelligence meetings for
months” via Martin Matishak of POLITICO — Democrats see a boycott
motivated by partisan politics. Republicans argue they have legitimate
security concerns. Either way, GOP members of the House Intelligence
Committee have skipped all but one of the panel's proceedings, public
and private, since before Congress went into its coronavirus-lockdown
in early March. And that impasse shows no signs of ending. Democrats
see it as yet another manifestation of the toxic partisan split dividing the
panel during Trump's presidency, in contrast to the still-bipartisan spirit
that prevails on the Senate Intelligence Committee.


D.C. matters


  


A hefty price tag to retain the lobbying services of a former member of
Congress poses no problem for foreign governments like the Saudis —
especially given what they get in return. As part of a nine-month


Political mercenaries
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investigation, Noah Pransky of NBCLX found several examples such
as former Rep. Buck McKeon of California. In his second career as a
foreign agent, McKeon initially brought in $50,000 a month — as well as
a $450,000 check from the kingdom just days after what was believed
to be the Saudi-sponsored murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi of
The Washington Post.


Former Rep. Buck McKeon of California has a lucrative second career as a
foreign agent lobbying Congress on behalf of the Saudis.


Mercenaryism by former members of Congress might raise eyebrows in
the communities they once were elected to serve, but not in
Washington, where lobbying on behalf of foreign entities is
commonplace. An examination of official records shows that over the
past five years, more than 50 former members of the House and
Senate worked for foreign interests — including Russia, China and
Saudi Arabia.


Foreign nations cannot send campaign donations directly to U.S.
politicians, but they certainly can have lobbyists do so on their behalf.
While the Constitution and federal laws prohibit foreign powers from
spending money to influence American elections or give anything of
value to elected officials, there’s nothing stopping them from spending
hundreds of millions of dollars to influence American policies by hiring
well-connected lobbyists.


One such agent — former Rep. Porter Goss of Florida — held up his
Foreign Agents Registration Act (enacted in 1938 to prevent Nazi
infiltration of American politics) disclosures as proof the system
provides sufficient transparency. Others acknowledged FARA relies too
much on former members’ honesty and ethical boundaries. Most
remain tight-lipped about their involvement.
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Former Florida lawmakers who are among the 50 or so former
members of Congress now acting as foreign agents include Goss,
Wexler, James Bacchus, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Connie Mack IV, Jeff
Miller, and Robert Wexler.


  


“Hepatitis A cases hit 675 this year” via the News Service of Florida
— About a third of the cases are in Duval and Volusia counties,
according to newly released data by the state Department of Health.
The overall total includes 71 cases diagnosed between June 1 and
Saturday. Duval County has had 163 cases this year, while Volusia has
had 58, the state numbers show. They are followed by Brevard County,
with 47 cases, and St. Johns County, with 37. Florida had a major
outbreak of hepatitis A last year, spurring state Surgeon General Scott
Rivkees to issue a public health emergency in August.


“Mark Rodin, former head of Seminole Productions at FSU,
arrested in $1.2 million fraud case” via Jeff Burlew of the Tallahassee
Democrat — Rodin, the founder and former executive director of
Seminole Productions at Florida State University, is facing charges he
defrauded the university of $1.2 million. Rodin was arrested on one
count of fraud to obtain property of $50,000 or more and 24 counts of
grand theft, according to Leon Circuit Court records. He turned himself
in at the Leon County Detention Facility and was released after posting
bail. Court records show bail set at $25,000 on the fraud charge and
$10,000 on the grand theft charges. His first court appearance is set for
Wednesday.


Mark Rodin, former executive director of Seminole Productions at Florida State


Statewide
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University, is accused of defrauding the university of $1.2 million.


“Disney ruling could save hotel companies millions in taxes” via
Jason Garcia of the Orlando Sentinel — Walt Disney World and the
lodging industry lobby just won a sweeping legal victory that could save
Disney and other big hotel owners millions of dollars in taxes. Ruling in
a yearslong lawsuit between Disney and Orange County Property
Appraiser Rick Singh, an appellate court determined that Singh’s office
improperly inflated the value of Disney’s Yacht & Beach Club Resort, a
luxury hotel with an annual property tax bill of more than $4 million. But
attorneys and appraisers say the decision, which was issued June 19,
will reverberate far beyond that one hotel. That’s because the court
declared the entire method that Singh had used to appraise the Disney
property, a method that is widely used by other property appraisers, is
illegal under Florida law.


“Former Seminole Tax Collector Greenberg pleads not guilty to
federal charges” via Martin E. Comas of the Orlando Sentinel —
Greenberg, who resigned this month as Seminole County’s Tax
Collector, has entered a plea of not guilty to federal charges of stalking
and identity theft against a political opponent, according to a court
document. An arraignment hearing is scheduled for 11 a.m.
Wednesday in the federal courthouse in downtown Orlando. Greenberg
has waived his right to appear at the hearing. Orlando attorneys Mark
Horwitz and Vincent Citro also filed documents to say that they have
been hired by Greenberg to represent him in federal court.


“Orlando Sentinel’s landlord sues over unpaid rent” via Gabrielle
Russon of the Orlando Sentinel — The Orlando Sentinel is being sued
by its landlord, who says the newspaper didn’t pay rent for three
months during the coronavirus pandemic. Midtown Opportunities says
it’s owed about $370,000 for rent from April through June, according to
an Orange Circuit Court lawsuit filed June 18 against the newspaper at
and its owner, Tribune Publishing Co. The lawsuit seeks unpaid rent as
well as interest and legal expenses.


“Miami businessmen, others charged in $1.4 billion health
insurance scam in Florida” via Jay Weaver of the Miami Herald — In
one of Florida’s biggest health care schemes, 10 business people from
Miami and elsewhere have been charged with submitting $1.4 billion in
bogus bills for urinalysis and blood tests through rural hospitals. An
indictment charges the defendants with bilking Florida Blue and other
private insurance companies, which paid out $400 million for tests that
were actually done by private labs instead of the rural hospitals. In
doing so, the defendants were able to boost their reimbursements
because the rural hospitals qualified for higher insurance payments
between 2015 and 2018.


“Miami-Dade Commissioner colludes with rail executive to do
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away with beach connector RFP” via Peter Schorsch of Florida
Politics — As we reported two weeks ago, a Miami-Dade County
Commissioner may have violated the County’s Cone of Silence
Ordinance during a discussion on the Beach Corridor Trunk Line RFP
held on at the County Commission meeting June 2. In recent days
Florida Politics has become aware of that the Miami-Dade Commission
on Ethics has opened an investigation into this matter and in less than a
week, found that no violation had taken place by either Commissioner
Joe Martinez or Jitendra Tomar, the representative for the rail
company CAF. This is surprising not only due to the speed with which
the COE acted, but with the rush, they may have missed critical
evidence that would show possible wrongdoing.


Miami-Dade Commissioner Joe Martinez possibly violated the county's Cone of
Silence rules.


“Longboat Key’s main sewer pipe breaks, spilling sewage” via
Timothy Fanning of the Sarasota Herald-Tribune — The rupture, which
could take days to fix, prompted the town to urge all commercial, resort
and residential properties to minimize water and wastewater use to
control the amount of effluent moving through the underwater pipeline
until the repair is completed. Records show the spill began on June 17
but Longboat Key did not publicly report the issue until Monday, nearly
two weeks later. The spill’s cause has yet to be determined and
cleanup will be conducted once the release is stopped. It is unclear how
much wastewater was spilled though the volume from the major line
failure is considered significant.


“Three outgoing lawmakers seek PSC post” via Jim Saunders of the
News Service of Florida — Three Republican lawmakers who will leave
office in November, including former Senate President Tom Lee, have
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applied for an opening on the Florida Public Service Commission. Lee,
Rep. Holly Raschein and Rep. Mike La Rosa were among seven
hopefuls who had submitted applications for the $132,036-a-year
position on the panel that regulates utilities, according to the Florida
Public Service Commission Nominating Council. The position is
available because Commissioner Donald Polmann’s four-year term is
slated to expire in January. Polmann has submitted an application
seeking reappointment by DeSantis. The application deadline was set
for 5 p.m. Tuesday.


“Preteens sell 'Helping hArt' paintings to raise money for Feeding
Tampa Bay” via Sean Daly of ABC Action News — When Florida Sen.
Jeff Brandes brought his four preteen children to Feeding Tampa Bay
events, he was proud of their response. “They wanted to do even
more,” the beaming dad says. And they have. The talented Brandes
kids aren’t just working at the nonprofit’s mobile food pantries, packing
cars with fresh produce, milk and meats, they’re also raising money to
help feed families in need. So far, the entrepreneurial Brandes crew has
sold 60-some original pieces of artwork and has raised more than
$2,500.


  


Ana Cruz, Todd Josko, Ballard Partners: Domain Homes


Kasey Lewis, Lewis Longman & Walker: Navarre Beach Fire Rescue


Timothy Stanfield, Greenberg Traurig: SuttonPark Capital


Lobby regs


  


“Donald Trump reelection campaign makes huge Florida TV ad


2020
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buy” via Anthony Man of the Orlando Sentinel — Trump’s reelection
campaign, which is seeing warnings that he’s vulnerable in Florida and
other critical states, has gone on a buying binge of TV ad time for the
final months of the campaign. The ad tracking firm Advertising Analytics
reported a huge Trump campaign TV ad buy on Monday: $95 million in
six states for ads starting the day after Labor Day through Election Day.
Florida accounts for more than one-third of the ad time the Trump
campaign bought on Monday for the final fall push: $32 million. Based
on the latest ad time it bought, the Trump campaign is planning its
biggest advertising pushes in two areas of the state that are often seen
as the most up for grabs


Donald Trump is going big in Florida. Image via AP.


“Would Trump abandon Twitter?” via Ben Shrekinger of POLITICO —
Big Tech is cracking down on Trump, which gives him all the more
reason to retreat from its platforms into his own digital ecosystem. The
president’s reelection campaign and some of his followers had already
been joining and promoting alternative social media sites, much as the
president pressures Fox News when it displeases him by calling
attention to its upstart conservative rival, One America News Network.
That was before the most recent wave of crackdowns on Trump and his
supporters by social-media firms seeking to remove content that is
deemed offensive, inaccurate or both.


“Scenes from Joe Biden's first encounter with the media in
months” via Christopher Cadelago and Natasha Korecki of POLITICO
— Biden made the short drive from his now-famous basement, jogged
into the high school gym where he usually votes and excoriated Trump
as failing miserably to protect the health and safety of Americans. Then,
after laying out his own plan to slow the coronavirus, the presumptive
Democratic nominee made what now amounts to news in this bizarre
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election: He opened the floor to questions from reporters, waving off
aides when they tried to cut him off and marveling at how strange this
has all become. “I've been tested, and I'm constantly tested,” he said. “I
can hardly wait to compare my cognitive capability to the cognitive
capability of the man I'm running against.”


Joe Biden holds his first news conference in months. Image via AP.


“Biden rises with a less-is-more campaign” via Michael Scherer of
The Washington Post — Trump has spent the past month lapping
Biden on the campaign trail, traveling to more places with bigger
crowds, giving more interviews and dominating daily news coverage.
But political strategists in both parties agree that Biden is the one who
had benefited so far. A Biden strategy of caution and discipline, which
has limited his travel and put news conferences on hold for 88 days,
has allowed the Democrat to keep the national focus on Trump and his
polarizing approach to the coronavirus pandemic, the economic crisis
and widespread fury over racist policing practices. Biden has made no
secret of his own thinking on the matter. “The more that Donald Trump
is out the worse he does. I think it is wonderful that he goes out,” Biden
joked.


  


“RNC chair Ronna McDaniel insists Jacksonville convention will
be 'safe and healthy' after city mandates masks” via Talia Kaplan of
Fox News — Republican National Committee Chairwoman McDaniel
joined “Fox & Friends” to explain how the RNC plans to hold a safe
convention in Jacksonville this August despite the surge of coronavirus
cases in the state. “We’re going to ... listen to the local authorities and


Convention countdown
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we’re going to make sure this is a safe and healthy convention,” said
McDaniel, who added that the RNC would "abide by what the Mayor
and the Governor are saying.” … “The difference with Charlotte is the
Governor would give us no guidance, so we kept continually coming to
him and saying, ‘We will test people, we will do this and that’ and he
said, ‘I’m not going to give you any guidance.'”


Trust me: Ronna McDaniel promises the RNC will be 'safe and healthy' in
Jacksonville.


“Jacksonville’s mask mandate raises questions about the RNC” via
Scott Johnson of News4Jax — The marquee events of the Republican
National Convention were rescheduled for Jacksonville after North
Carolina’s Governor told the GOP and Trump he was “unable to
guarantee” that the Charlotte arena where the convention was to be
held could be filled to capacity. So when Jacksonville announced
Monday that it would adopt a face mask requirement for indoor
locations where social distancing is not possible, it was headline news.
White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany said Monday that
Trump, who has not been seen wearing a mask in public, told her he
“has no problem with masks.” Republican Party of Duval County
president Dean Black said Mayor Lenny Curry continue to monitor
health statistics through the convention.
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Happening today — Public officials in Florida face a filing deadline for
financial disclosure. There is a “grace period” until Sept. 1 before fines
begin.


“Marco Rubio endorses Dane Eagle in CD 19” via Jacob Ogles of
Florida Politics — Rubio knows which Southwest Florida candidate he
wants to join him in Congress, endorsing Eagle in Florida’s 19th
Congressional District. “The 21st-century challenges facing our nation
are unprecedented, and we need leaders in Congress who know how to
get results,” Rubio said. “As Republican Majority Leader of the Florida
House of Representatives, Dane has proved time and time again his
commitment to our conservative values, and his principles and track
record of results make him the most qualified person in this race. I am
proud to endorse Dane Eagle for Congress, and I look forward to
working with him on behalf of all Floridians and our country.” Eagle is
one of nine Republicans running to succeed retiring Rep. Francis
Rooney.


More from the trail
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Big get: Marco Rubio is endorsing Dane Eagle for Congress.


“A lawsuit to kick Carlos Giménez off the ballot for Congress
continues — for now” via Alex Daugherty of the Miami Herald — A
one-letter typo led to a two-month legal fight between Giménez and
firefighter Omar Blanco, and the dispute that began with a misspelled
check now has Blanco accusing Giménez of using illegal funds to
qualify for the ballot in Florida’s 26th Congressional District. The back-
and-forth will continue, at least for now, after a Florida judge denied
Giménez’s motion to dismiss Blanco’s lawsuit last week. Blanco is
competing with Giménez in the Republican primary in August. The
winner will face incumbent U.S. Rep. Debbie Murcarsel-Powell, a
Democrat, who represents a district that includes western Miami-Dade
County, Homestead and the Florida Keys.


SD 27 text campaign targets Wilton Simpson, Kathleen Passidomo
— The SD 27 Republican primary between Reps. Heather
Fitzenhagen and Ray Rodrigues is already getting dirty. As reported
by Matt Dixon of POLITICO Florida, an unknown party has been
blasting text messages in the district that criticize Senate President-
Designate Wilton Simpson and Senate Majority Leader Kathleen
Passidomo, both of whom are backing Rodrigues in the primary.
Axiom Strategies, a political consulting firm hired by Fitzenhagen, flatly
denied the messages came from her camp. “Heather and her campaign
have absolutely nothing — zero — to do with the texts, and she’s
getting them just like everyone else,” said Lyndsey Blagrave, an
Axiom consultant serving as Fitzenhagen's campaign spokesperson.


“NRA lobbyist Marion Hammer locks sights on Heather
Fitzenhagen” via Jacob Ogles of Florida Politics — Hammer, Florida’s
leading gun rights advocate, has turned her sights on the Senate
District 27. She’s focused on stopping Fitzenhagen’s fledgling
candidacy. In multiple emails sent to National Rifle Association
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members and other Second Amendment advocates, she portrays
Fitzenhagen as a traitor to conservatives. She ties the sitting House
member to incoming Senate Democratic Leader Gary Farmer,
asserting the Democrat has Fitzenhagen’s vote for Senate President.
Fitzenhagen called the emails dishonest and inaccurate. “As far as
guns go, I have a strong record in the House,” Fitzenhagen said. “I
don’t know where this is coming from, but it is again complete fiction,”
she said.


Happening tonight:


—“Meet Fiona McFarland, a Republican candidate for House
District 72” via Jason Delgado of Florida Politics


“Former AG candidate Sean Shaw backs Maureen Porras in HD
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105” via Ryan Nicol of Florida Politics — Shaw is endorsing Porras in
House District 105. Porras, an immigration attorney, is competing
against former HD 105 candidate Javier Estevez for the Democratic
nomination. “Maureen has a proven record of standing up for justice
and human rights,” Shaw said Tuesday. “She has used her voice to
defend others and to elevate important issues facing the community.
She has clear and workable solutions to protect Floridians and reform
our broken systems. Now more than ever, Maureen is the fighter and
leader that we need in Tallahassee.” Shaw previously represented
House District 61, which covers parts of Hillsborough County. He then
competed in the 2018 Attorney General contest, losing to Republican
candidate Ashley Moody.


“’Miami turf war’ roils Republicans” via Matt Dixon of POLITICO
Florida — Outgoing House Speaker José Oliva has sparked a Miami
clash with statewide implications after his fellow Republicans accused
him of helping to fund negative ads against a Miami lawmaker in line to
be a future speaker of the Florida House. Oliva did not address rumors
that he was trying to knock Rep. Daniel Perez out of his primary race.
South Florida’s legislative delegation is notoriously fractious. “It feels
like a classic Miami turf war, and the current speaker wants to be the
most powerful guy from Miami,” said a Republican familiar with the
brewing scuffle. “This is literally all ego.”


“Eric Holder’s redistricting PAC backs four Florida House
candidates, pledges $124K for those races” via Ryan Nicol of Florida
Politics — The National Democratic Redistricting Committee, a pro-
Democratic PAC chaired by former U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder,
is endorsing four Florida House candidates and committing $124,000 to
those races. The announcement came as the NDRC committed to
backing 102 Democratic candidates in states across the country. The
group has also pledged approximately $2 million to those races. To that
end, the NDRC is endorsing Kayser Enneking in House District 21,
Franccesca Cesti-Browne in House District 115, Ricky Junquera in
House District 118 and Clint Barras in House District 120.


  


“Miami-Dade mayoral race goes negative as group drops attack
ads against Esteban Bovo, Xavier Suarez” via Ryan Nicol of Florida
Politics — A new group is releasing a pair of advertisements hitting
Bovo over his association with David Rivera. Rivera has been in hot
water after news broke his consulting firm, Interamerican Consulting,
agreed to a $50 million deal with a Venezuelan oil company while it was
controlled by the Nicolás Maduro regime. Bovo has since taken steps
to distance himself from Rivera. A group called A Better Miami Dade is
still going after Bovo in a 30-second Spanish-language ad highlighting
those ties. Bovo’s mayoral campaign returned a $1,000 donation from


Down ballot
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Interamerican Consulting after The New York Times reported on the
$50 million deal. Bovo also ended his relationship with the fundraiser in
question, Esther Nuhfer.


Esteban Steve Bovo is on the defense after attack ads hit blasting his association
with David Rivera. Image via Facebook.


“One ad attacks Alex Penelas, the other defends him. Both trace
back to same D.C. staffer” via Douglas Hanks of the Miami Herald —
On Friday, some Miami-Dade voters received text messages linking to
a political committee’s website accusing county mayor candidate Alex
Penelas of being part of a “carousel of corruption” when he held the job
in the 1990s and 2000s. Days later, a different committee was
circulating a television ad urging voters to ignore the “lies” about
Penelas, a former mayor who “cracked down on corruption.” The
messages were funded by political committees led by Carlos
Condarco, a lawyer active in local Democratic politics and press
secretary to Miami Congresswoman Donna Shalala.


“Judicial candidate Kevin Alvarez’s campaign has hit rock bottom
— and he’s starting to dig” via Peter Schorsch of Florida Politics — A
committee working to reelect Angela Dempsey in Florida’s 2nd Judicial
Circuit sent out an email summarizing the many racist and misogynistic
social media posts made by her opponent, Alvarez. “I am
uncomfortable repeating the language used above, but I felt it was
important for the community to know who is running to be their Circuit
Judge,” the committee’s Jimmy Gustafson said. The posts, dated
between 2009 and 2011, haven’t gone unnoticed by those paying
attention to the race. The posts were considered too vulgar to publish
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according to at least one news agency.


  


“Shevrin Jones: Less talk, more action in the fight for racial
justice” via Florida Politics — The Black Lives Matter movement has
continued to gain traction in recent years as countless Black men,
women, and children senselessly lost their lives. For years, organizers
have laid the groundwork in government and culture, calling attention to
the systemic problems facing communities of color, and advocating for
reforms to correct course after 400+ years of injustice. There is
something notably different, however, about this moment. For the first
time in my lifetime, there is a palpable shift in the discourse and a
sustained national conversation about race. People across
backgrounds, generations, and the ideological spectrum are showing
up and advancing the conversation — community by community, block
by block, kitchen table by kitchen table.


Top opinion
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“John Roberts is no pro-choice hero” via The New York Times
editorial board — The Supreme Court upheld abortion rights on
Monday, with Chief Justice Roberts concurring with the liberals on the
court to strike down a Louisiana anti-abortion law. That sentence might
surprise a lot of people, given that the chief justice is a staunch
conservative, and that the court now has a solid right-wing majority.
Roberts dissented in a case just four years ago that struck down what
was an effectively identical Texas anti-abortion law. In a concurring
opinion that provided the fifth vote for a majority, the chief justice wrote
that the court’s doctrine requires it to “treat like cases alike.”


“Could America’s pandemic response be any more medieval?” via
Dana Milbank of The Washington Post — Rand Paul doesn’t much
care what Anthony Fauci has to say. The Kentucky Republican gets
his public health advice from Friedrich Hayek. Hayek, the Austrian-
born economist and libertarian hero, died in 1992. But Paul, an
ophthalmologist before he took up politics, still takes medical guidance
from the 20th-century philosopher. “Hayek had it right!” Paul proclaimed
at Tuesday’s Senate health committee hearing on the coronavirus
pandemic. “Only decentralized power and decision-making based on
millions of individualized situations can arrive at what risks and
behaviors each individual should choose.”


Opinions
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More than 6,000 new cases of coronavirus were reported by the health
department Tuesday, which brings Florida’s running total to more than
152,000 since March.


Also, on today’s Sunrise:


— The COVID-19 surge in Florida is now so bad that even the military
is staying away. The Department of Defense says the Sunshine State is
off-limits to military personnel because of the virus. The Vice President
also canceled two campaign stops in central Florida.


— Floridians who want to visit relatives in prison will have to wait. The
Department of Corrections has extended the ban on personal visitation
until the middle of the month.


— July 1 is a big day for state government. The new budget takes
effect, as does many of the bills passed during the 2020 Session,


Today's Sunrise
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including the House Speaker’s health care reform bills.


— A deep dive into Gov. DeSantis’ environmental agenda. The
Governor signed two bills that have been hailed as game changers in
Florida, including one setting serious fines for polluters in a state that
has a reputation for letting development run wild.


— Checking-in with a Florida Man, who lost his license years ago —
long before his 9th DUI.


To listen, click on the image below:


  Instagram of the day
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“The revolution comes again: Lin-Manuel Miranda and Thomas
Kail on ‘Hamilton’” via Jake Coyle of The Associated Press —
Miranda likes to picture the millionaire, Mr. Howell, from “Gilligan’s
Island,” saying the brag. You know the one. “Well, I saw it with the
original cast.” On Friday, Miranda will steal that boast from anyone who
ever saw “Hamilton” in its blistering first year and a half on Broadway. A
live capture taken from two of the last performances with most of the
original cast in June 2016 will premiere on Disney+, opening a new
chapter in Miranda’s ever-evolving pop-culture phenomenon. Over
Independence Day, more people will see “Hamilton” than ever before.
Director Kail, who also shepherded the stage show, dispersed nine
cameras and some 100 microphones around the Richard Rodgers
Theatre to document the performances.


Aloe
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More people will see 'Hamilton' over the July 4 weekend than have ever seen it on
Broadway. Image via Getty.


  


Celebrating today are Andreina Figueroa and Scott Strepina.


Happy birthday
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